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Mount  Pisgah  Water-race  Company,  m.  41 
Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill,  3b.  285 
PubKc  Works  BUI,  2b.  515,  541 
Sitting  of  Parliament,  m.  473 
Supply — 

Com.,  225, 236 

Class  II.,  321 

Class  v.,  345 

Class  YI.,  414 

Land  Fund,  460 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  602 

Delegated  Powers  in  Counties, 
k,  q.  (Mr.  Barff),  469 

DZOKAV,  Mr.  P.,  Auekland  Citif  West, 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  569 
Supply — 

Land  Fund,  718 
Vogel,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  England,  m.  261 

Diseased  Sheep  BUI, 
l.e,,  3b.  469 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  580 

JDisqualifleation  BiU, 
k,  IB.  26 ;  Com.  617 ;  3b.  620 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

687 
Ic,  iB.  620;  2b.  665;  Com.  667;  3b.  668 

Divisions, 
l.e.,  Auckland  Provincial  Council  Library  Bill^ 

2b.  872 
Attorney-General  Bill,  2b.  254 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Com.  461 
Castlepoint  Harbour  Board  Bill,  3b.  561 
Counties  Bill,  Com.  2S7,  329,  369,  434 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill,  3b.  17  j  Com.  369 } 

Cons,  of  Amend.  583 
Diseased  Sheep  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  581 
Disqualification  Bill,  Com.  667 
Dunedin  Drill-shed  Bill,  Com.  670 
Dunedin  Whanres  and  Quays  BUI,  3b.  258 
Gold  Duties  Bill,  2b.  100 
Hokitika  Harbour  Board  BiU,  Com.  629 
Law  Practitioners  BiU,  2b.  97 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  BUI,  Com.  628 
Moeraki  Harbour  Board  BUI,  Com.  628 
Noxious  Animals  Prohibition  BUI,  2b.  614; 

Com.  628 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  BiU,  Com.  633 
Port  Mdyneuz  Reserres  BUI,  Com.  68 
Public  Works  BUI,  Com.  248 
Rirerton  Harbour  Board  BiU,  Com.  551 
State  Forests  BUI,  2b.  140 
Timaru  Harbour  Board  BiU,  Com.  614;  3b. 

632 
Waimakariri  Harbour  Board  BUI,  2b.  484 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  BUI,  Com.  506 
Waste  Lands  BUI,  Com.  707 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  BUI,  Com.  504 
WeUington  Loans  BUI,  Com.  608 
h.,  AboUtioni  m.  319, 399 


DIV 
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FIS 


DivUiom — continued. 

Abolition  Permissiye  Bill,  2b.  647 

Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  524 

Counties  Bill,  Com.  2,  18,  70 ;  8b.  Adj.  72 ; 

8b.  90 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  676 
DisqualificatioQ  Bill,  Com.  617 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

688 
Dunedin  Drill-shed  Keserve  Bill,  2b.  46 
Education  Boards  Bill,  Com.  8 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  Com.  624, 642, 664 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  273 
Manhood  Suffrage  Bill,  2b.  687 
Natiye  Besenres  Bill,  2b.  680 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  571 
New  Zealand  UniTersity  Bill,  2b.  64 ;  Com.  66 
Noxious  Animals  Prohibition  Bill,  Com.  402 
Otago  Harbour  Bill,  Com.  288 
Otago  and  Wellington  Tolls  Bill,  Com.  667 
PhiUips,  C,  m.  282 
Press  Telegrams,  m.  88 
Public  Health  Bill,  Com.  24 
Public  Works  Bill— Privilege,  681 ;  Com.  67l| 

616 
Babbit  Nuisance  Bill,  Com.  66 
San  Fqindsco  Mail  Service,  m.  812,  818,  688, 

687 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  Com. 

690 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  789,  740,  751 
Sitting  of  Parliament,  m.  478 
State  Forests  Bill,  Com.  48 
Supply — 

Com.,  285 

Class  I.,  184, 187,  241,  694 

Class  n.,  246,  828,  826,  826 

Class  IV.,  180 

Class  v.,  848,  849, 697,  699,  700,  701 

Class  YI.,  414 

Class  yn.,  419,  420,  421 

Class  YUL,  448,  444 

Class  X.,  449 
Timarn  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Com.  288 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  668 
Yogel,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  EngUmd,  m.  161,  262 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  606 

DouffUu  Crown  Orant  Bill, 
%,,  IB.  287;  2b.  667  i  8b.  671 
he,  IB.  701 ;  2b.  706 ;  8b.  724 

D0U6I.AB,  Sir  B.,  Marsden, 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  668 
Dunedin  Drill-shed  Reserre  Bill,  2b.  46 
Farnall,  H.  W.,  m.  438 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  Com.  467 
Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill,  8b.  286 
New  Zealand  2VmM— Pririlege,  564 
Northern  Wairoa  Telegraph,  q.  146 
PubUo  Works  Bill,  2b.  640 
Bailvray  Free  Passes,  q.  469 
San  Francisco  Mail  Serrioe,  m.  628,  687 
Sartoris,    Downe,    and   Others'  Claims   Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  740,  749,  760 
School  Buildings,  m.  718 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  188,  248,  244 

Class  IL,  321,  322,  696 

Class  III.,  332 

Class  lY.,  127 


Douglas,  Sir  B. — conHnued, 
Supply — continued. 

Class  Y.,  344,  848 

Class  YI.,  856,  859 

Class  YII.,  416,  417,  418 

Class  Yin.,  441,  442,  443,  444 

Class  IX.,  446 

CUss  X.,  446 

Land  Fund,  460,  717 

State  Forests  Account,  716 
Yogel,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  England,  m.  260 
Wangarei  County,  q,  552 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  592 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

748 

Dunedin  andlClutha  EaiUoay, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Bums),  381 

Dunedin  DriU-shed  Reserve  BUI, 
A.,  2b.  48 ;  8b.  258 
Uc,  iB.  287;  2b.  600;  Cem.  and  3b.  670 

Dunedin  Municipal  Bill, 
A.,  Dis.  638 

Dunedin  Wharves  and  Quays  Bill, 
2.C..2B.58;  8b.  254 


E. 

Bcut  Coast  Natives*  Sheepf 
h,,q.  (Mr.  Tole),  676 

Sdueation  Boards  Bill, 
A.,  Com.  8 ;   8b.  4 
2.c.,lB.  4;  2b.  66;  8b.  90 

JSllesmere  and  Forsyth  Reclamation  and  Akaroa 

Railway  Bill, 
A.,  8b.  258 
Z.C.,  IB.  826 ;  2b.  428 


Farnall,  S.  W,, 

A.,  m.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  40;  m.  (Sir  B.  Dougks), 
488 

Financial  Arrangements  BiU, 
A.,  2b.  132  ;  Com.  451,  524,  542,  560  ;  8B.  664 
I.C.,  iB.  574 ;  2b.  and  8b.  608 

Financial  Statement, 
A.  (Major  Atkinson),  121, 152,  691 

FI8HBB,  Mr.  J.  T.,  Seathcote, 

Counties  Bill,  8b.  85 

Financial  Airangements  Bill,  Com.  568 

Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  272 

Manhood  Suff^e  Bill,  2b.  534 

PubUc  Health  BiU,  2b.  24 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  326,  696 
Class  Y.,  343,  348,  700 
Class  YIL,  418 

Triennial  Parliaments  BiU,  2b.  652 
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FiSHD,  Hr.  J.  T.--coniinued. 
TOftl,  Sir  J.,  Mbnous  to  England,  m.  262 
WMte  UndB  Bill,  Com.  593 

Fmor,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Selwym, 
HoQM  Commiitee,  9.  &i 
Saiions,  Downe,  Mid  Othen'  ClaimB  Bill,  Cons. 

ofAmeiid.739,740,751 
Sopplj — 

Com.,  288 

CkM  L,  239,  245 

CUm  n.,  824 

CiMi  m.,  887 

ChMy.,346 

Omm  Vn.,  417 
TiMnxuAl  Pftrliamonta  Bill,  2b.  651 
WMte  littida  Bill,  3b.  616 

Fistou  Harhomr  Board  BiU, 
i.,  SB.  258 
2.r.,lB.326;  2X.430;  8b.  574 

FHflXB,  Hon.  Cbptein,  Oiago, 
Abolition  Act,  ».  57,  58 
Attomey-Oenend  Bill,  2b.  252 
Bluff  Huboor  Board  Bill,  2b.  877 
CMtlepotnt  Harbour  Board  Bill,  8b.  651 
Cobmal  Botanio  Garden,  m.  461 
CoontiM  Bill,  2b.  204;  Com.  484 
Crown  Bedx«88  Bill,  2b.  191 
Biaeaaed  Sheep  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  581 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  667 
Dou^  Crown  Grant  Bill,  2b.  707 
Dnnedin  Drill-shed  Beserre  Bfll,  2b.  601 
Bnnedin  Wharree  and  Quajs  Bill,  2b.  61,  63 ; 

3b.  256 
Ellesmere  and  Forsyth  Beolamation  Bill,  2b. 

426 
Gold  Duty  Bin,  2b.  99 

OoTemment  Bepresentatiyes  in  Council,  q.  184 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 

Bill,  2b.  726 
Intestate  KatiTes  Snooesslon  Bill,  2b.  670 
Kakanni  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  499 
law  PraotitionerB  BiU,  2b.  97 
Maori  Interpreter,  Obs.  708 
liaoii  Members'  Speeches,  m.  664 
"Matao,"  9. 184 
KatiYe  Baeerres  Bill,  2b.  578 
Kozioua  Animals  Prohibition  Bill,  2b.  618 
Oamam  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  405 
Oamam  Tramwajs  Bill,  2b.  143 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  408 
Personal  Kxplanation,  11 
Piako  Swamp,  m.  26 
Public  Worb  BiU,  3b.  827 
Babbit  Nuisance  Bill,  2b.  196 
BiTcrton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  486 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  2b. 

705;  8b,  724 
State  Forests  Bill,  2b.  186, 140 
Te  Ante  College  Bstete,  m.  701 
Timaiu  Harbour  Board  BUI,  2b.  468 
Wsste  Lands  Bill,  2b.  623 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

744 
Wellington  Cemetery,  m.  663 
Wellington  Corporate  Lands  Bill«  2b.  704 
WflUiqgton  Loans  BiU,  2b.  547 


Friendly  Societies  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  614 


G. 

Game  Lawe, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lamacb),  470 

GiBBS,  Mr.  W.,  CdUingwood, 
Adjournment,  m.  674 
Ciril  Servants,  m.  481 
FamaU,  H.  W.,  m.  439 
PhiUips,  C,  m.  279,  280 
Supplj— 

Com.  226 

Class  I.,  185, 186,  241,  243 

Class  II.,  821,  322 

Class  III.,  334,  888 

Class  v.,  346 

Class  Vn.,  420 

Class  X,  447,  448 

Defence  and  Other  Pni^ses  Loan,  716 

Land  Fund,  449 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  598 

Oold  DtUy  BUI, 
Le.,  2b.  97 

Gold  Fields  Act  Bepeal  Bill, 
A,  2b.  564;  8b.  565 
Ic,  IB.  574 

Gold  Fields  BiU, 
A.,  iB.  258 ;  2b.  and  3b.  651 
I.O.,  IB.  574 ;  2b.  608 ;  Dis.  620 

Gootffellow,  J., 
A,  q,  (Mr.  Murray),  437 ;  w.  714 

Gore-Blbow  BaHmay  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  683 

GovernmetU  Bepresenlatives  in  Council, 
'  Ic,  q,  (Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore),  134 

Gbaoe,  Hon.  M.  S.,  WeJUngton, 
Diseased  Sheep  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  580 
Disqualification  BiU,  2b.  667 
Personal  Explanation,  10 
Wellington  Corporate  Lands  BiU,  2b.  704 

Grain  Storage,  Canterhury, 
A,  q,  (Mr.  BoUeston),  69 

Gbat,  Hon.  E.,  Canterhury, 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 
BiU,  2b.  728 

Cfrey  Gorge  Bridge^ 
A,  q.  (Mr.  Murray),  213 

Gbkt,  SirG.,  Thames, 

AboUtion  Act,  q,  18 ;  m.  26,  27,  84,  101, 107, 

288,  289,  290,  293,  315,  382,  486 
AboUtion  Permissive  BUI,  2b.  634,  646 
Adjournment,  m.  672 
Bums,  J.,  J.  584 
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0BBT,  Sir  Gt.—eontinued. 
Giril  List  Bill,  Dis.  654 
OorrMDondeDoe  with  Secretftry  of  State,  Obs. 

714 
Cbunties  BUI,  3b.  88,  84,  86 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  568  {  Cons,  of  Amend. 

688 
Vamall,  H.  W.,  m.  438 
FinanoiAl  Arrangements  Bill,  Oon.  560,  562, 

668 
Financial  Statement,  157, 176, 180 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  268 
Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  830,  831 
Manhood  Suffrage  Bill,  2b.  531,  587 
Kew  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  571 
New  Zealand  Timee — FriTilege,  656 
Press  Telegrams,  m.  507 
Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  2b.  273 
Public  Works  Bill,  3b.  516;   Pririlege,  528, 

629,630;  8b.  639,  542 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others*  Claims  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  737,  738,  739,  741,  748,  750 
School  Buildings,  m.  714 
Supply — 

Com.,  216,  238,  237 

Class  1.,  181  &c.,  239,  242,  245 

Class  XL,  245,  246 

Class  lY.,  181 

Class  YI.,  862,  366 

Ckss  YIIX.,  440,  441 

Class  X.,  446 

Defence  and  Other  Purposes  Loan,  716 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropria- 
tion, 721 

Land  Fund,  449,  717,  718,  719 
Tauranga  Katiye  Luid,  q.  736 
Triennial  ParliamenU  Bill,  2b.  649,  662 
Yogel,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  England,  m.  120, 146, 

149,  260,  262 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  598 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

742,748 


Hall,  Hon.  J.,  Canterhufy, 
Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  782 
Attorney-General  Bill,  2b.  262 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  877 
Counties  Bill,  2b.  209 ;  Com.  828 
Crown  Bedress  Bill,  2b.  190 
Diseased  Sheep  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  680,  681 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  667 
Dunedin  Wharres  and  Quays  Bill,  2b.  66 ;  8b. 

266 
Education  Boards  Bill,  2b.  67 
EUesmere  and  Forsyth  Bedamation  Bill,  2b. 

428,427 
Fozton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  431 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  98 
LTttelton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  462,  464 
Maori  Members'  Speeches,  m.  666 
Noxious  Animals  Prohibition  Bill,  2b.  609 
Patea  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  604 
Personal  Explanation,  8,  9, 18 
Piako  Swamp,  m,  24, 185 
ProTincial  Income  and  Expenditure,  m.  748 
Public  Works  Bill,  8b.  828 


Hall,  Hon.  J. — continued. 
Babbit  Nuisance  Bill,  2b.  197 
State  ForesU  Bill,  2b.  139 
Timaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2s.  464,  468 ;  3b 

629,  630,  632 
Waste  Lands,  m.  748 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  2b.  624 ;  OonB.  of  Amend 

743,744 
Wellington  Loans  Bill,  2b.  648 

Hamlin,  Mr.  E.,  Franklin, 
Adjournment,  m.  674 
CivU  List  Bill,  Dis.  656 
Famall,  H.  W.,  m.  40 
Manukau  Steam  Launch,  m.  42 
Nati7e  Grantees  Bill,  Com.  618 
New  Zealand  Times — Privilege,  654 
PhiUips,  C,  m.  119,  275,  278 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  242 

Class  II.,  322 

Class  YL,  351 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  650 
Waste  Lands  BiU,  Com.  599 

Hansard, 
A.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  319 

Hardy,  A.  F.  and  W,, 
A,  q,  (Captain  Morris),  486 

Habpeb,  Mr.  L.,  Cheviot, 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  270 
Judges'  Salaries,  q.  145 

Habt,  Hon.  B.,  fFellington, 
Castlepoint  Harbour  Board  Bill,  3b.  650 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill,  8b.  15, 17 ;  Cons. 

of  Amend.  581 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  496 
Piako  Swamp,  m.  26 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  744 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  603 
Wellington  Loans  Bill,  2b.  647 

Hector^  Dr,,  Services  qf, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Swanson),  709 

Hbkby,  Mr.  J.,  SuUer, 
CiTil  List  BUI,  Dis.  654,  656 
Counties  BiU,  8b.  80 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  271 
Supply — 

Chss  IIL,  837 

CLws  VII.,  417 

*'mnefHoa;* 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Murray),  218 

HiBLOP,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Waitaki, 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  267 
Phillips,  C,  m.  278 


Supply — 
Class  IL,  247, 821 


HoDOznrsoir,  Mr.  S.,  Siverton, 
Abolition,  m.  888, 899 


d^OD 


[INDEX.] 


KAT 
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IT"T-»KI>'505,  ifr.  S. — continued. 
Aooiition  PermiMire  BUI,  2b.  638 
ConotiM  BUI,  3b.  72 
iTw  ZeaUnd  HoMt— Prifilege,  658 
Bapply- 

Com.,  235 

dan  IT.,  127 

Cla»  ynL,  441 
Triannul  PsrliamenU  Bill,  2b.  651 
7og«l,  Sir  J.,  KisHODs  to  England,  m.  147 
WaaCe  Landa  Bill,  Com.  590 

BokUUcQ  Harhour  Board  Bill, 
i.  8b.  258 
ie.,  IB.  326 ;  2b.  409  s  Com.  and  3b.  629 

Bekitiht  SireHt, 
L,  q,  Ob.  Button),  145  . 

EOLMBS,  Hon.  M.,  Ota^o, 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  876 
OutlepoiDt  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  427 ;  3b. 

549,550 
Oountiea  BiU.  2b.  204 ;  Com.'434 
Donedin  I>rill-ab6d  Beaerre  Billa,  2b.  500,  503 
Donedin  Wbarrea  and  Qaays  Bill,  3b.  257 
Kakanoi  Harbour  Board  BUI,  2b.  499 
Moeraki  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  497 
KoxioQa  AnimaU  Prohibition  Bill,  2b.  612 
Oamani  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  496 
Ouiiaru  Tramways  Bill,  2b.  143, 144 
Babbit  Nniamoo  BUI,  2b.  196 
RiT6it4m  Harbour  Board  BiU,  2b.  435 
Waa^anui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  430 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  2b.  625 
Weliiugton  Loans  BiU,  2b.  547 

SauM  Commiiieef 
1,9.  (Mr.  FiUro7),634 

HmiB,  Mr.  Q.,  Wellington  CUy, 
Abolition,  m.  289,  800 
CoDsolidaied  Fund,  m.  512 
Diaqnaliftcation  BiU,  Cons,  of  Amend.  688 
Roaaeial  Arrangements  BiU,  Com.  562 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  271 
Kapier  Harbour  Board  BiU,  3b.  286 
PubHo  Health  BUI,  2b.  28 
San  Franelaeo  Mail  Senrioe,  m.  812,  681,  682 
Sartoiia,  Downe,  and  Others*  Claims  BiU,  Cons. 
of  Amend.  740, 751 


,221 
OassL,  182 
Class  XL,  825 
Class  in.,  832,  334 
Class  IT.,  127 
Class  v.,  841 
Class  TL,  360,  409,  410 

HvUTHOvn,  Mr.  B.,  Motmeka^ 
BaQway  Accident  Insuranoe,  q,  258 

^L  L,  184,  248.  695 
Upper  Mouiere  Telegraph  Station,  q,  119 

SmU,  IT., 
A,  q.  (Mr.  CurUs),  286 


Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation, 
A,  q.  (Mr.  Murray),  18 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 
Bill, 
A,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  708 
l.c,  2b.  725 ;  3b.  729 

Inspector  of  Prisons, 
A,  q.  (Mr.  Burns),  212;  m.  (Mr.  Burns),  264 

Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill, 
A,  IR.  469;  2b.  607;  Com.  559;  8b.  560 
Ic,  iB.  574 ;  2b.  669 ;  Sb.  670 


JoEKSON,  Hon.  Q-.  B.,  Auckland, 
Danedin  Wharres  and  Quays  BiU,  2b.  62 
Lake  Forsyth  Natiye  Reserves  BiU,  2b.  506 
Law  Practitioners  BiU,  2b.  96 
Waste  Lands  BiU,  Cons,  of  Amend.  744 

Johnston,  Hon.  J.,  Weliiugton, 
Abolition  Act,  m.  58 
Attorney-General  BiU,  2b.  253 
Botanic  Ghtrden  Leasing  BiU,  2b.  543 
Castlepoint  Harbour  Board  BiU,  2b.  550 
Consolidated  Stock  BiU,  Dis.  703 
Foxton  Harbour  Board  BUI,  2b.  430,  432 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  BiU,  2b.  496 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  BUI,  2b.  428 
WeUmgton  Corporate  Lands  BiU,  2b.  704 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.  W.,  Manawatu, 
San  Francisco  MaU  Service,  m.  680,  682 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  BiU,  Cons, 
of  Amend.  740 

Jones  and  McJUUan, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Swanson),  723 

JoTOX,  Mr.  J.  P.,  Wallace, 
Press  Telegrams,  m.  35,  38,  507,  508 
PubUo  Works  BUI,  2b.  521 
San  Francisco  MaU  Serrioe,  m.  311,  312 
Stitt,  A.,  m.  401 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  696 

Class  ni.,  835 

Class  v.,  697i  698 

Class  YI.,  355,  362,  366,  406,  410 

Ckss  VIL,  418 

Jojfce,  T,, 
A,  m.  (Mr.  Button),  152 

Judged  Salaries, 
A,  q,  (Mr.  Harper),  146 

Kaimai  Gold  Field, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Sheehan),  881,  610,  786 
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Kakanui  Harhour  Board  Bill^ 
h.,  iB.  213 ;  2b.  258 ;  dB.  258 
;.c.,  IB.  326;  2b.  499 

Katikati  Settlementy 
h.,  q,  (Mp.  O'Korke),  676 

KauJcapakapa  Telegraphy 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Sheehan),  69 

Komangaravtatohiri  Blocks 
I.O.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata),  91 

Kelly,  Mr.  T.,  lieto  Plymouth, 
Adjournmeuti  m.  671 
CWil  Serrants,  m.  481 
Farnall,  H.  W.,  w.  488 
PhillipB,  C,  m,  278 
Press  Telegrams,  m.  509 
Baleigli  Town  Board,  q.  617 
Sartoris  and  Downe,  m.  478 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  2b.  680 
Sentry  Hill-Inglewood  Railway,  q.  677 
Stitt,  A.,  m.  264 
Supply — 

Class  VI.,  415 

Class  VIII.,  422 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropria- 
tion, 722 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  274 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  597 

Kennedy,  Mr.  M.,  Cfrey  Valley, 
Amott,  J.,  and  Others,  q,  259 
Christchurch  and  Ahaura  Mail  Service,  q,  583 
Disqualification  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  688 
Native  ReserTCs  BUI,  2e,  711 
Public  Health  Bill,  2b.  24 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  821 

Class  III.,  333,  334,  836 

Class  IV.,  130 

Class  v.,  347 

Kenny,  Captain  C.  W.  A.  T.,  Picton, 

Counties  Bill,  3b.  86 

Supply- 
Class  I.,  244 
Class  VI.,  416 
Class  VII.,  417 
Land  Fund,  450 

Kenny,  Hon.  Colonel  W.  H.,  Auckland, 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  376 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  667 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  496 
Oamaru  Tramways  Bill,  2b.  145 
Public  Works  Bill,  3b.  328 
Wellington  Loans  Bill,  2b.  547 

KOHXBB,  Hon.  M.,  Waiapu, 

Maori  Members'  Speeches,  m,  664 

L. 

Lahkann,  Hon.  H.  H.,  JTettland, 
Gold  Duties  Bill,  2b.  100 
Kative  Beaeryes  Bill,  2b.  577 


Lake  Forsyth  Native  Seseroes  Sill, 
l.e.,  2b.  506  s  Dis.  543 

Lakes  District, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Manders),  437 

Labnach,  Mr.  W.  J.  M.,  Dunedin  CHti/, 
Brogden  Claims,  m.  480 

Civil  Servants'  Private  Practice,  q.  830  ;  w.  48C 
Consolidated  Fund,  m.  510 
Qume  Laws,  q.  470 
San  Francisco  Mail  Service,  m.  527 
Sartoris  and  Downe,  m.  479 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  737,  739,  749,  761 
Supply — 

Class  n.,  321 

Class  ni.,  335,  838 

Class  v.,  340,  841 

Class  VII.,  418,  419 

Class  VIIL,  439,  440,  442 

Class  IX.,  445 

Land  Transfer  ^iU, 
h.,  3b.  551 

Lawrence  Foot-hridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  0.  Brown),  259,  747 

Lawrence  Post  Office, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  C.  Brown),  634 

Law  Practitioners  Bill, 
Lc,  2b.  91 

Library, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  91 

Little  Biver  Lands  Bill, 
I.e.,  iB.  868 

Lotteries  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  614 

LuMSDEN,  Mr.  Q-.,  Invercargill, 
Auckland  Islands,  q.  287 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

523 
Civil  List  Bill,  Dis.  657 
Counties  Bill,  3b.  87 
Dunedin  Drill-shed  Beserve  Bill,  2b.  45 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  271 
Public  Health  Bill,  2b.  23 
Supply — 

Class  L,  244 

Class  ni.,  385 

CUss  v.,  841 

Lunatic  Asylums, 
A.,  m.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  330 

Lundon,  J., 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Swanson),  724 

LiTSK,  Mr.  H.  H.,  Franklin, 
Abolition,  m.  300 

Auckland  Public  Buildings  Bill,  2b.  283 
3?inanoial  Statement,  171 
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PbiUipt,  C.  •,  275,  279 
S«o  Fnnciseo  ICail  Service,  m.  683 
School  BuHdingB,  m.  718 
SappJy — 

Com.,  229 

Claai  I^  238,  289,  240 

Clui  II.,  246,  247,  323,  324 

ClaM  ni.,  835,  336 

ClMi  T.,  338.  344,  347 

CUm  TII.,  415,  416,  418 

Clias  Vm.,  440 

ClMS  IX.,  445 

Und  Fand,  717 

L^teUom  Emrhwtr  Board  Bilt, 
1,  8k.  258 
U,  U.  326 ;  2b.  462  ;  Com.  628 ;  3b.  662 


ICACTABUurs,  Mr.  J.  S.,  WaUemata, 
Abolition  Act,  m,  103,  104 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  268 
Manniaa  Steam  Launcb,  m.  43 
NatiTe  Beeerres  Bill,  2b.  577 
San  Frmnciflco  Mail  Senrice,  m.  308 
Sopply — 

Cia»  I..  187 

Cla»  n.,  822 

Class  IIL,  333 

Class  IT.,  127, 130 

Maeia^s  Book, 
/.r.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata),  620 

lli5DOS,  Mr.  H.,  WakaHpm, 
Abolition  Act,  m.  34 
Abolition  Permissiye  Bill,  2b.  637 
Clatha  Birer,  «•.  39 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

494 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  568 
Riianoial  Statement,  167 
Lakes  District,  q.  437 
Manhood  Suffrage  Bill,  2b.  535,  536 
Pnss  Telegrams,  ai.  87, 507 
PuUic  Woiks  Bill,  2b.  522 
8tn  Fnacisoo  Mail  Serrioe,  m.  680 
Sittings  of  Parliament,  at.  472 
Sopplj — 

CkML,242 

Class  ni.,  336 

Claas  IT.,  126, 180 

Oast  vm.,  443 
Triennial  Parliaments  BUI,  2b.  651 
Waste  Lands  BUI,  Com.  592 

Maaiood  amffrage  BiU, 
A,  2^531 

ILiKTnL,  Hon.  W.  B.  P.,  Wellington, 
Abolition  Act,  la.  58 
Attomej-0eneral  BUI,  2b.  250,  253 
Botanie  Garden  Leasing  BUI,  2b.  543 
Colonial  Botanic  Garden,  m.  460^  461 


Mantell,  Hon.  W.  B.  D. — continued. 

Crown  Redress  Bill,  2b.  189,  191 ;  Sol.  Com. 

461 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  667 
Dunedin  Wharres  and  Quays  Bill,  2b.  59,  64 ; 

3b.  255,  267 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  95 
Mackaj's  Book,  q.  620 
Maori  Interpreter,  Obs.  708 
Maori  Members'  Speeches,  m,  665 
Noxious  Animals  Prohibition  BUI,  2b.  609,  614 
Oamaru  Tramways  Bill,  2b.  144 
Piako  Swamp,  m,  25 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others*  Claims  Bill,  2b. 

706 ;  3b.  724 
SUyer  Ores,  m.  421,  422 
State  Forests  BUI,  2b.  139, 140 
Te  Aute  College  Estate,  m.  702 
Wellington  Cemetery,  m.  663 
Wellington  Corporate  Lands  Bill,  2b.  704 

Manukau  Steam  Launch^ 
A.,«f.  (Mr.  O'Eorke),  41 

Maori  Interpreter  ^ 
I.e.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata),  708 

Maori  Members*  Speeches, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata),  664 

Maps, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin),  248 

"Matau," 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Captain  Eraser),  134 

Matene  Te  Ore, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  BaiUie),  702 


rcOreery  a\ 
\.,  q.  (Mr. 


Sheeban),  746 


McLean,  Mr.  G.,  WaiJcouaiti  (Commissioner  of 

Customs), 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

522,  523 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

494 
Donedin  Drill-shed  Reserre  Bill,  2b.  44 
Financial  Statement,  160 
"Hinemoa,"g.  212 
Manukau  Steam  Launch,  m,  42 
PhiUips,  C,  m.  275,  279 
San  i^nmcisoo  MaU  Serrioe,  m.  684 
Supply — 

Class  IV.,  127, 180 

Immigration  and  Publio  Works  Appropria- 
tion, 722 
"  Taranaki  "  and  "  Napier,''  q.  583 

Menzibs,  Hon.  J.,  Otago, 
Abolition  Act,  m.  58 
Agent-General,  q.  5 
Attorney-General  BUI,  2b.  251 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  372,  881 
Counties  Bill,  2b.  208  ;  Com.  370 
Danedin  Wharves  and  Quays  BiU,  3b.  255 
Education  Boards  BUI,  2b.  68 
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Mbkzies,  Hon.  J. — cotUinued. 
GK>ld  Dalies  Bill,  2b.  98 
Law  Fractitionen  Bill,  2B.  96 
Libraiy,  ?•  91 

Personal  Explanation,  7, 15 
Public  Works  Bill,  3b.  327 
Babbit  Nuisance  Bill,  2b.  191, 197,  199 
BiTerion  Harbour  Board,  2b.  434,  436 
Timaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  467 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  429 

Meurant  Claims, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Swunson),  381 

Milton  Aihenaum  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  633 
l.e,,  IB.  and  2b.  661 ;  3b.  724 

Milton  Boundaries  Sill, 
I.e.,  3b.  24 

Milton  to  Lawrence  MaiUoa^, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Murray),  709 

Mining, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Sheehan),  882 

MiniHenal  Changes, 
A.,  gr.  (Mr.  Murray),  709 

Ministerial  Residences, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  C.  Brown),  829 

Moa  Flat  School  Meserve  Bill, 
Ic,  3b.  67 

Moeraki  Harbour  Board  BiU, 
h.,  3b.  268 
I.e.,  IB.  326 ;  2b.  497 ;  Com.  628 

MoNTOOMBBY,  Mr.  W.,  Akaroa, 
Brogden  Claims,  m.  480 
CiTil  Serrants,  m,  481 
Consolidated  Fund,  m.  610,  511,  518 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  668 
Disqualification  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  688 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  Com.  456,  562 
Financial  Statement,  162 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  183 
Press  Telegrams,  m.  508 
Public  Works  Bill— Priyilege,  629 
San  Francisco  Mail  Service,  m.  314 
School  Buildings,  m.  712 
Stitt,  A.,  m.  491 
Supply- 
Corn.,  221,  224 

Class  I.,  181,  239,  240,  241,  245 

Class  II.,  246,  325 

Class  III.,  885 

Class  IT..  126,  129, 132 

Class  v.,  341,  345,  700 

Class  VI.,  414 

Class  YII.,  418,  419,  421 

Class  YIIL,  439,  441 

Class  IX.,  716 

Class  X.,  446 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropria- 
tion, 719,  721,  722 


MONTGOMBBT,  Mr.  W .—eontinumd. 
Supply — continued. 
Land  Fund,  450 
State  Forests  Account,  717 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  651 
Waste  Lands  BUI,  Com.  598 
WidthofTires,  J.  584 

Moobhoubb,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Chrislchurch  Cilyt 
Attorney-Gkneral  Bill,  2b.  21 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  183,  185 

Class  ly.,  128 

Class  v.,  348 

Class  YII.,  420 

Class  X.,  446 

Land  Fund,  450 

MoBBis,  Captain  G-.  B.,  Bast  Coast, 
Farnall,  H.  W.,  m.  438 
Hardy,  A.  F.  and  M.,  486 
Supply — 

CUn  L,  244 

Class  ni.,  836 

Class  v.,  340 

Class  VI.,  409 

Class  yn.,  417 

Mount  Pisgah  Water^race, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  De  Lautour),  41 

MuBBAT,  Mr.  W.  A.,  Bruce, 

Abolition  Permissive  Bill,  2b.  647 

Agent-Q-eneral  and  Loan  Agents,  m.  831,  832 

Attorney-General  Bill,  2b.  21 

Consolidated  Fund,  m.  511 

Contingencies,  m.  652 

Cook  Strait  Cable,  q,  259 

Crown  Agents,  q.  218 

Disqualification  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  688 

Famall,  H.  W.,  w.  40,  439 

Finance,  Obs.  691 

Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  182 

Goodfellow,  J.,  q.  437,  714 

Grey  Gorge  Bridge,  q.  218 

"  Hinomoa,"  q.  212 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation, 

g.  18 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  267 
Milton  to  Lawrence  Railway,  q.  709 
Ministerial  Changes,  q.  709 
Native  Land  Purchases,  q,  2 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  571 
Press  Telegrams,  m.  37 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  514 
Bussell,  H.  B.,  q.  746 
San  Francisco  Mail  Serrioe,  m.  808, 309,  311, 

814,  686 
Sartoris  and  Downe,  m.  477 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others*  Claims  BiU,  2b. 

690 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  737,  739,  749, 750 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  188,  239,  242, 696 

CUss  II.,  321 

Class  III.,  384,  335,  337 

Class  ly.,  180,  181 

Class  y.,  340,  698 

Class  yi.,  414 
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MvBajLT,  Mr.  W.  A.—eonHtHied, 
Svpplj — eomtimtud, 

Cim  VIL,  415,  41%  421 

ClM  YIIL,  421.  441,  448, 444 

CaMilX,444 

CbMX.,448 

Bateoe  ud  Othtir  Piupoiet  Loan,  716 

TrnmigrBtion  and  PabUo  Worki  Appropri*- 

tii»,  720, 721,  722,  728 
I«Dd  Fond,  44Q,  461 
State  FovMts  Aoooant,  716 

McmuT-ATirauT,  Mr.  H.  P.,  LyHelion, 

Debton  and  Croditon  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

482 
Phillip.,  C.,«.  277 
PaUie  Health  BiU,  2b.  23 
San  Franeiaoo  Mail  Serrioe,  «».  809 
StHt,  A., ».  491 

SiL  L,  182,  241,  248 
Claae  Y.,  700 


Kahs,  Mr.  H.,  IFeffem  Maori, 

Inteetata  Natiree  Soooeieion  Bill,  Com.  660 
KaOre  Oranteee  Bill,  Com.  648 
XatiTe  Beeervee  Bill,.  2b.  710 
i  Hnkiki,  q,  946 


^j  VI.,  408 
AopEii  Bnnal-ffroand,  q,  119 
Thamfli  Minen^RighU,  q.  683 

N^pitr  Aihtmmwm  BiU, 
Iu?.,8b.188 

y^fier  Boromgk  EndowmenU  BiU, 

ymfitr  Sarhamr  Board  BUI, 
A,  8b.  288 

I.4-.,1B.828|  2b.  421;  8B.  648 

N^pm'  SbipUal  BUI, 
tc^,8B.248 

A,  q.  (Mr.  Waeon),  662 

yaii99  Qramieet  BiU, 
A,  2b.  526;  Com.  647 

S'Mte  Orasset, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  BoUeeton),  712 

2faiive  Zamd  Purekatei, 
A.  q.  (Mr.  Murray),  2 ;  (Mr.  Sheehan),  487 
Le^  q,  (Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore),  90 

Sa^o0  Be9erve9  BiU, 
/^..  2b.  674;  8b.  662 
A,  iB.  671 ;  2b.  709 

JToHve  SelooU  BUI, 
A,1b.583;  Die.  724 

8-28 


New  Zealand  CofuoUdated  Siaek  BiU, 
A,  2b.  657;  8b.  661 
2.0.,  IB.  661;  Dif.708 

New  Zealand  Loan  BUI, 
A,  2b.  182 ;  Com.  571 ;  8b.  688 
le.,  IB.  574 ;  2b.  661 ;  3b.  662 

"New  Zealand  Timee^—PrwU^e, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Sheehan),  552 

New  Zetdand  Univereiiy  BiU, 
A,  2b.  49 ;  Com.  54 ;  Die.  683 

Nffapuhi  Petition^ ' 
A,  g.  (Mr.  Bheehan),  747 

NOATATA,  Hon.  Mr.  W.  T.,  WeUingion, 
Komangarantawhiri  Block,  q,  91 
Lake  Forsjth  Natire  Beserree  Bill,  2b.  506 
Macka/s  Book,  g.  620 
Maori  Interpreter,  Obs.  708 
Maori  Members'  Speeches,  m.  664^  666 
Natire  Resenres  BUI,  2b.  676 
Ohinemuri  Agricultaral  Leases,  q,  826 
Waka  Maori,  q,  620 

Norikem  Wairoa  Telegraph, 
A,  g.  (Sir  B.  Doogks),  145 

Noxione  Animale  BrohihUion  BiU, 
A,  Com.  492  ;  8b.  498 
I.O.,  IB.  494 ;  2b.  609 ;  Com.  628 

NUBSB,  Hon.  Mr.  W.  H.,  Otago, 
Noxious  Animals  Prohibition  Bill,  2b.  612 
Otago  Bailwajs,  q,  826,  827 


Oatnam  Harbour  Board  BiU, 
A,  3b.  258 
Lc,  IB.  826 ;  2b.  494 ;  Com.  682 

Oamaru  Tramwags  Bill, 
A,  8b.  26 
{.c,  IB.  67;  2b.  142 

(y  Conor,  JB.  J"., 
A,  q.  (Mr.  Cartis),  469 

Ohinemuri  Agricultural  Leasee, 
l.e,y  q,  (Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata),  826 

Ohinemuri  AgrieuUural  Leaeee  BiU, 
A,  3b.  26 
Ic,  IB.  57 ;  2b.  141 

Ohinemuri  Land, 
A,  q,  (Mr.  Sheehan),  469 

Obmovd,  Mr.  J.  P.,  CUve, 
Abolition  Act,  m.  118 
PubUc  Works  BUI,  2b.  589 
San  Francisco  Mail  Serrioe,  m.  810,  682 
Supply — 

Class  III.,  337 

Class  y.,  841 

Class  TL,  864 
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O'Bosxx,  Mr.  0-.  M.,  Onehunga  (Obainnan  of 

Committees,  H.  of  K.), 
Auckland  Proyincial  Coancil  library  Bill,  2b. 

274 
Xatikati  Settlement,  q.  676 
Manakau  Steam  Launch,  m.  41 
Kew  Zealand  Timet — PriTilcge,  m.  65S 
New  Zealand  UniverBity  Bill,  2b.  61 
Yogel,  Sir  J.,  MiBsione  to  England,  m.  261 

Otago  and  Wellington  Tolls  JSill, 
h.,  2b.  ;  Com.  and  8r.  567 
;.c.,  IB.  574 ;  2b.  668  ;  3b.  724 

Otago  Educational  Se»erves  JBillf 
A.,  3b.  633 
Ic.t  iB.  and  2b.  661 ;  Dis.  701 

Otago  Harbour  Board  SUlt 
A.f  Com.  and  3b.  283 
Lc,  IB.  326;  2b.  498;  Sb.  548 

Otago  Hiners'  Atsoeiation, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Pyke),  1 

Otago  jRaihDaygy 
I.e.,  q,  (Hon.  Mr.  Nurse),  326 


Palmereton  Aihenaum  JSiU, 
A.,  2b.  and  3b.  258 
2.C.,  IB.  287 ;  2b.  368 ;  8b.  460 

Paris  SxhihUion, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Sluurp),  258 

Patea  Harbour  Board  BiU, 
A.,  8b.  258 
;.c.,  IB.  826;  2b.  604;  8b.  701 

PATBB80K,  Hon.  J.,  Otogo, 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  880 
Dunedin  Wharres  and  Quays  Bill,  2b.  61,  62 ; 

8b.  256 
Gold  Duties  Bill,  2b.  100 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  497 

Peabcb,  Mr.  E.,  Wellington  dig, 
San  Francisco  Mail  Service,  m.  309 
SaiioriB,  Bowne,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  749 
Stewart.,  P.,  q,  382 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  187 

Class  III.,  338 

Class  VIL,  415,416,419 

Personal  Explanation, 
l.c,  (Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse),.6 

pHABAznr,  Hon.  R.,  Wellington, 
Wellington  Loans  Bill,  2b.  544,  649 

rhillips,  C, 
A.,  IN.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  119,  275 


Pidko  Swamp, 
l,c,,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin),  24;,  185 

Pieton  and  Blenheim  BaiUoag, 
l,c.,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  702 

Pollen,  Hon.  D.,  Auckland  (Colonial  Secretary), 
Abolition  Act,  m.  57 
Agent-General,  q.  5 

Animals  Importation  Prohibition  Bill,  2s.  828 
Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  729,  788 
Attorney-General  Bill,  2b.  249,  254 
Auckland  ProTincial  Libraiy  Bill,  2b.  371 
Coonties  Bill,  2b.  200,  211 ;  Com.  370 
Crown  Redress  Bill,  2b.  190;  Sel.  Com.  461 
Botanic  Garden  Leasing  Bill,  2b.  548 
Castlepoint  Harbour  Board  Bill,  8b.  560 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  Dis.  703 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill,  3b.  16 ;   Cons,  of 

Amend.  581* 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  666,  667 
Douglas  Crown  Grant  Bill,  2b.  706 
Dunedin  Drill-shed  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  602 
Education  Boards  Bill,  2b.  65,  68 
EUesmere  and  Forsyth  Reclamation  Bill,  2b. 

426 
Gold  Duties  Bill,  2b.  100 
Gold  Fields  Bill,  2b.  608 
Gt>yemment  Representatives  in  Council,  nt.  184 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 

Bill,  2b.  726,  729 
Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill,  28.  669,  670 
Komangarautawhiri  Block,  m.  91 
Lake  Forsyth  Native  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  606 
Library,  q.  91 
Maokay's  Book,  q.  620 
Maori  Members'  Speeches,  m.  664 
"Matau,"y.  134 
Native  Land  Purchases,  q.  91 
Native  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  574,  580 
Noxious  Animals  Prohibition  BiU,  2b.  609 
Ohinemuri  Agricultural  Leases,  g.  326 
Ohinemuri  Agricultural  Leases  nUl,  2b.' 141 
Otago  and  Wellington  Tolls  BiU,  2b.  668 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  498 
Otago  Railways,  q.  327 
Personal  Explanation,  14 
Pieton  and  Blenheim  Railway,  m.  702 
Public  Revenues  Bill,  2b.  725 
Public  Works  Bill,  3b.  369 
Rabbit  Nuisance  Bill,  2b.  197 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  2B. 

704,  705 
Silver  Ores,  m.  422 
State  Forests  Bill,  2b.  137 
Te  Aute  College  Estate,  m.  662,  701,  702 
Waimakariri  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  482, 433 
Waimea  Water-race,  q.  133 
.  Waka  Maori,  q.  620 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  2b.  620,  627 
Wellington  Cemetery,  m.  663 
Wellington  Debts  Bill,  2b.  248,  249 

Port  Chalmers  Wharf, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Reynolds),  1 

Port  Molyneux  Reserves  Bill, 
;.c..  Com.  68;  3b.  90 
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k.,  M.  (Mr.  Joyce),  35 ;  (BIr.  Wliitaker),  263, 
607 


Lc.^  aj  Commission,  743 
A.,  House  summonad,  751 

JProUetiam  cfAMimaU  BUI, 
A^  iB.  18}  2b.  273 ;  Com.  278 

Ttocimcial  Imeome  and  JSxpendUurVf 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hall),  743 

h^  m.  (Mr.  Whitoker),  288 

I^biic  HeaUk  BUI, 
A.,  2b.  22  ;  (^m.  24 ;  3b.  24 

PtAlie  Be9emme»  BUlf 
U^  IB.  701 ;  2b.  and  3b.  725 
K,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  708 

PbUte  Tnut  Office  BUI, 

PmUie  Works, 
k^  q,  (Mr.  Etjnolds),  1 

P^lie  Works  BUI, 
U.,  Com.  248;   8b.  827,  368.     1b.   G08;    2b. 

620 ;  3b.  662 
k,,  iB.  437 ;  2b.  514 ;  PnTiIege,  528.    1b.  538 ; 

2b.  538,  669 ;  Com,  571,  616 ;  SB.  617 

Ptxb,  Mr.  v.,  Dmuian, 
Aboliftion,  m.  289* 
Alezandra  to  Waxkaia  Boad,  q.  747 
ClnthB  Birer,  m.  38,  40 
CoontiasBiU,  3b,79 

DoBsditt  Drill-shed  Beserre  Bill,  2b.  44,  47 
Otaeo  Miners'  Aieociation,  q,  1 
PoUie  Health  Bill,  2b.  24 
Sitting  of  Paxliament,  m,  471,  473 

^Sm.,288 

Class!.,  244 

Class  U.,  820,  321,  824 

Class  y.,  841 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  (Tons,  of  Amend.  748,  747 


QaaliJUatiou  qfEUdors  BiU, 
A,  IB.  881;  Dis.  531 


B. 


\irwhme$Bm, 
A,(3om.56;  8b.  57 
U.,  lB.90;  2B.  198|  8b.  287 


UwayAi 


\  Hiusthouse),  258 


Bailway  Free  Passes, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  B.  Douglas),  469 

Raleigh  Town  Board, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Kellj),  677 

Bees,  Mr.  W.  L.,  Auckland  City  Bast, 

Abolition  Act,  m.  29,  32,  102,  120,  297,  390 

Abolition  PenuiBsiTe  Bill,  2b.  641 

Adjoarnment,  m.  672 

Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  522 

Civil  List  Bill,  Dis.  654,  665 

Consolidated  Fund,  m.  509,  511,  512,  513 

Consolidated  Slock  BUI,  2b.  660 

Counties  Bill,  3b.  73 

Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
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Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  568 
Dunedin  Drill-shed  Beserre  Bill,  2b.  45,  48 
Financial  Statement,  165,  166,  175 
Manhood  Suffrage  Bill,  2b.  533 
New  Zealand  Xoan  Bill,  Com.  578 
New  Zealand  Times— 'Vtii^ogo,  m.  558,  559 
New  Zealand  UniTersity  BiU,  2b.  51 ;  Com.  55 
Phillips,  C,  «.  277 
Press  Telegrams,  m.  36,  508 
PubUo  Works  Bill,  2b.  516,  517,  518,  538,  541, 

569,  570 ;  Privilege,  528 
San  Francisco  Mail  Service,  i».  814 
Sitting  of  Parliament,  m.  472 
Supply — 

Com.,  218 

Class  I.,  182, 188,  238,  289,  240,  245,  695 

Class  II.,  245.  246,  247,  319,  322,  324 

Class  lY.,  131 

Class  v.,  342,  344,  345,  346,  698 

Class  YL,  356,  358,  360,  410,  4H  415 

Class  YIL,  419,  420 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropria- 
tion, 722 
Yogel,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  England,  m.  147 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  604 

Begistration  of  Electors  Bill, 
A,  Dis.  671 

BxiD,  Mr.  D.,  Taieri, 
AboUtion, ».  299,  389 
Broffden  Claims,  m.  480 
CivU  Servants,  m.  482 
Counties  Bill,  8b.  79 
Dunedin  Drill-riied  Beserre  Bill,  2b.  43,  44^ 

46,48 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  Com.  457 
Manhood  Suffirage  Bill,  2b.  534 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  132 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  8b.  288 
Public  Health  Bill,  2b.  22,  23 
PubUc  Works  BUI— Privilege,  529 ;  2b.  589 
Supply — 

Class  L,  181,  182, 184 

Class  IL,  321,  324,  696 

Class  III.,  333,  334,  335,  836 

Ckss  Y.,  842,  348 

Class  X.,  446 

Defence  and  Other  Purposes  LoBn,  716 

Land  Fund,  449,  450 

State  Forest*  Aooooiit,  7X7 
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Bbtnoum,  Mr.  W.  H.,  PoH  Chalmers, 
Adjournment,  m.  671,  674,  676 
Attomey-Gbneral  Bill,  2b.  21 
OiTil  List  Bill,  Dii.  655 
Ciyil  Servants,  m.  482 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

493 
Disqualification  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  688 
Danedin  Drill-shed  Beserre  Bill,  2b.  48 
Famoll,  H.  W.,  m.  40 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  Com.  455 
Financial  Statement,  178 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m,  266 
Joyce,  T.,  m.  152 
Manhood  Soffirage  Bill,  2b.  534 
Mannkau  Steam  Launch,  m.  43 
Native  Schools  Bill,  Dis.  724 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  132 ;  Com.  571 
New  Zealand  XJnirersitj  BUI,  2b.  61 ;  Com.  64 
Phillips,  C,  m.  276 
Port  Chalmers  Wharf,  q.  1 
Press  Telegrams,  m.  88,  507,  608 
Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  Com.  273 
Public  Works,  q.  1 
PubUo  Works  Bill,  2b.  521 
San  Fianoisco  Mail  Service,  m.  307,  312,  313, 

314,  680,  682,  684 
Sartoris  and  Downe,  m.  478 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others*  Claims  BUI,  2b. 

689 
Supply — 

Com.,  216 

Class  I.,  180, 181, 185, 186, 239  &c.,  694, 695 

Class  II.,  245,  246,  321 

Class  III.,  337 

Class  ly.,  126, 128, 130, 132 

Class  v.,  339,  340,  342,  345,  346,  698 

Chtfs  YL,  351 

Class  VIL,  416,  417,  419,  420 

Class  Yin.,  440 

Defence  and  Other  Purposes  Loan,  716 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropria- 
tion, 722 

Land  Fund,  451 
Yogel,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  England,  m.  261 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  3b.  616 

BICHABSSOBT,  Hou.  Sir  J.  L.  C,  Oiaifo  (Speaker 
L.O.), 
Appropriation  Bill,  Com.  734 

BXOHABDBOV,  Mr.  e!,  ChriHokuroh  City  (Minister 
for  Public  Works), 
Canterbury  Bailway  Coal  Charges,  q,  615 
Canterbury  BaUway  Property,  q,  634 
Civil  Servants,  m.  481 
Clatha  Bailway  Bridge,  q,  437 
Clutha  Biyer,  m.  39 
Contingencies,  q,  552 
Dunedin  and  Clutha  Bailway,  q,  381 
Financial  Arrangements  BUI,  Com.  561 
Financial  Sti^tement,  172 
Gold  Fields  Aot  Bepeal  BUI,  2b.  564 
GoodfeUow,  J.,  9.  437,  714 
G-rain  Storage,  Canterbury,  q,  69 
Grey  Gorae  Bridge,  q,  213 
Hokitika  Streeto,  q.  146 
Boose  Committee,  p  684 


BiOHABBSOK,  Mr.  E. — e<mHnued, 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  AppropriatLon, 

g.  18 
Lawrence  Foot-bridge,  q.  259,  747 
Milton-Lawrenoe  BaUway,  q.  709 
Native  Fuel,  q.  552 
PhUUps,  C,  ffi.  278 
Port  Chalmers  Wharf,  q,  2 
Public  Works,  q.  1 

Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  514,  522,  538,  569,  670 
Bailway  Free  Passes,  q.  469 
Baleigh  Town  Board,  9.  677 
Sentry  HiU-Inglewood  Bailway,  q,  677 
Stewart,  P.,  q,  382 
Stitt,  A.,  m.  ::63,  486,  487,  491 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  186.  245 

Chiss  Y.,  343,  344,  345,  697 

Class  YIII.,  439,  440,  441,  442,  443 

Class  IX.,  444,  445,  716 

Defence  and  Other  Pui^oses  Loan,  716 

Immigration  and  Publio  Works  Appropria- 
tion. 720,  721 
Taupiri  Barial-ground,  q,  119 
Tuapeka  BaUway,  q,  381 
Whangarei  County,  q,  562 
Wynyard  Pier,  q,  382 

BiOHMOND,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Nelson  Suburbs, 
Famall,  H.  W.,  m.  489 
Stitt,  A.,  m.  491 

Miverton  Harbour  Board  JBiU, 
A.,  3b.  258 
2.C.,  IB.  326  }  2b.  434 ;  Com.  551 

BOBIKSON,  Hon.  W.,  Nelson, 
Animals  Importation  Prohibition  BiU,  2b.  328 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  BUI,  2b.  878 
Counties  BUI,  2b.  210 
Disqualification  BUI,  2b.  667 
Dunedin  Wharves  and  Qwa  BUI,  3b.  256 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 

BiU,  2b.  72^ 
Law  Practitioners  BiU,  2b.  95 
Noxious  Animals  Prohibition  Bill,  2b.  613 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  BUI,  3b.  497 
Personal  Explanation,  12 
Piako  Swamp,  m.  25 

Timaru  Harbour  Board  BUI,  3b.  630,  633 
Waimakariri  Harbour  Board  BiU,  2b.  433, 434 

Moera  Sukiki, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Nahe),  746 

Bollbbtov,  Mr.  W.,  Avon, 
AboUtion  Aot,  m.  120 
Ai^oumment,  m.  672 
Canterbury  BaUway  Property,  q.  633 
CivU  List  BUI,  Dis.  656 
CiyU  Servants,  m.  483 
Counties  BUI,  3b.  88 
Debtors  and  Creditors  BiU,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
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Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  Com.  660, 661 
Financial  Statement,  173 
Grain  Storage,  Canterbury,  q,  69 
Inspector  of  Prisozui  m.  267 
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Botxmoir,  Mr.  W^— ^on^iMiMf . 
NatiTe  Qnmn,  q.  712 
Natir*  BcMnret  Bill,  2b.  710 
NftUre  Schools  BiU,  Pit.  724 
New  ZMland  Loftn  Bill,  2b.  182 
New  Zedand  Uniyenitj  BUI,  Com.  66 
Phillipe,  0.,  M.  281 
FabUe  Health  Bill,  2b.  22,  28 
Publio  Worki  BiU— Frifilege,  628 ;  2b.  689 
Sopply — 

Com.,  220 

ClaM  L,  181.  182,  188,  240,  241,  695,  696 

ClaM  II.,  823,  825,  696 

Claae  Y.,  840,  342,  845,  346,  700 

ClaM  TI.,  361,  354,  415 

ClaM  YIL,  417,  418 

ClaM  IX,  716,  716 

Immigration  and  Pnblio  Works  Appropria- 
tion, 723 

Und  Fund,  451,  718 

State  Forests  Aocoont,  717 


CaOoUo  Laud€  BiU, 
^e.,2B.24;  3b.  57 

Bowb,  Mr.  W.,  Tiameg, 
Abolition  Act,  m.  114 

Blnir  Harbour  Board  BiU,  Cons,  of  Amend.  523 
Ciril  Serfmnts, ».  482 

Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  Com.  660,  661 
Napier  Harbour  Board  BUI,  3b.  286 
Sartoris,  I>owne,  and  OUien'  Claims  BUI,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  740 
Supply — 

CUm  I..  184 

ClaM  n.,  324 

ClaM  IT.,  129 

ClaMY.,345 

CUm  VI.,  412 

ClaM  X.,  446 

lAnd  Fund,  717 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  699  s  Cons,  of  Amend. 

742,748 

BuSBix,  Hon.  H.  R,  SamM»  Baif, 
Te  Ante  CoUege  Estate,  9.  662s  m.  701,  702 

Mmg§0U,  JJ.  J2., 
A,  q.  (Mr.  Mnmj),  746 


Am  Rvmeisco  Mail  8erpie0, 
A,  M.  (Mr.  Whltaker),  804^  626^  661,  685, 677 

Sariorii  and  Downe, 
A,  9.  (Mr.  Stafford),  287}  m.478 

SaHorit,  Dowme,  aad  Othert*  Clainu  Bill, 
A,lB.683;  2B.689;  8b.690$  Cons,  of  Amend. 

737,748 
U^lM.70li  2E.704;  8b.  724 

Sekool  BwOdi^t, 
A, «.  (Mr.  M^oiutgomflrf),  712 

SekoolofMimat, 
A,f».(Mr.B«ff)»600 


SetUry  HUl-Inglewood  BaiUoav, 
A,  q.  (Mr.  Kelly),  677 

Setkottb,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Wairau, 

Financial  Arrangements  BUI,  Com.  526 
Protection  of  Animals  BiU,  Com.  274 
Supply — 


'SKil., 
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Shabp,  Mr.  J.,  NeUon  City, 
IntMtate  Natiyes  Succession  BiU,  Com.  669 
Paris  Exhibition,  q.  258 
San  Franoisoo  MaU  Senrioe,  m.  308,  310 
Supply — 

Com.,  213,  233 

Class  IX.,  716 

q.  552 

Shbxhait,  Mr.  J.,  Bodney, 

AboUtion  Act,  m.  32, 105,  294,  393,  399 

A^ournment,  m.  671,  674 

Bluff  Harbour  Board  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend.  522 

Buchanan,  W.,  q.  26 

CItU  List  BiU,  Dis.  653,  666 

Counties  BiU,  8b.  80 

Debtors  and  Creditors  BiU,  Coift.  of  Amend. 
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Douglas  Crown  Qrant  BiU,  2b.  567 
FamaU,  H.  W.,  m.  489 
Financial  Axrangemeots  BiU,  2b.  182;  Com. 

451,568 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m.  269 
Intestate  NatirM  Suooession  BiU,  2b.  and  Com. 

559 
Eaimai  Gh>ld  Field,  q.  881,  616,  786 
Kaukapakapa  Telenaph,  q.  69 
Manhood  Suffrage  Bill,  2b.  533 
McCreery  and  Lnndon,  q,  746 
Mining,  0.  382 

Napier  Harbour  Board  BUI,  3b.  283 
Natiye  G-rantees  Bill,  Com.  647 
NatiTC  Land  PurchaMs,  q,  487 
New  Zealand  Loan  BUI,  Com.  571 
New  Zealand  IVniM— PrirUege,  m.  552,  659 
Ngapuhi  Petition,  q,  747 
Ohinemuri  Land,  q.  469 
PhUlips,  C,  m.  275 
PnbUc  Health  BUI,  2b.  22 
Publio  Works  BUI,  2b.  620, 521, 641 ;  Pririlege, 

629 
Qualification  of  Electors  BUI,  Dis.  531 
San  Francisco  MaU  Serrice,  m.  318,  683 
Sartoris  and  Downe,  m.  477 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  BiU,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  787,  738,  789,  741, 749 
School  BuUdings,  m.  718 
Supply — 

Class  L,  186, 188,  242,  243,  244,  696 

CkM  n.,  247,  322, 323,  324^  826,  696 

Class  m.,  382,  888,  837,  388 

ClaM  IV.,  127, 180 

ClaM  Y.,  340,  342,  344,  846,  846,  840,  697> 
Ac. 

ClaM  yi.,  360,  868,  400, 416 

ClaM  yn.,  417,  418,  420 

Class  X,  447,  448,  449 

Immigration  and  Publio  Workf  Appiopria- 
tion,720,722 
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Supply — eotUinned, 
Sb-VKKAs,  Mr.  J. 

Ladd  Fund,  448,  460 

State  Forests  Aocount,  717 
Toapekm  Railway,  q,  881 
Yogel,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  England,  m.  120,  261 
Waitara  Harboar  Board  Bill,  2b.  274 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  685 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

743,748 

Shbikski,  Mr.  S.  £.,  WaUaki, 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  524 
Disqualification  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  688 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  188,  242 

Class  II.,  247 

Class  lU.,  884,  885 

Class  v.,  846,  846 

Class  Vn.,  416, 417,  420 

Silver  Ores, 
{.c,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  ManteU),  421 

sating  of  Parliammt, 
A.,  III.  (Mr.  Thomson),  470 

SPSAEB^  Hon.  the,  l.e.  (Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson), 
Attorney-General  Bill,  2b.  260 
Dunedin  Wharres  and  Quays  Bill,  8b.  265, 257 
Maps,  m.  248 

Public  Works  Bill,  8b.  827 
Sartoris,  Do  wne,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  2b.  705. 
State  Foreste  Bill,  2b.  186 
Te  Aute  College  Estate,  q.  662 
Tittiaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  8b.  688 

Spbaxeb,  Mr.,  *;  (Mr.  W.  Fitsherbert), 

Abolition  Act,  g.  18;  m.  27,  28,  84, 101, 106, 

108,  111,  116,  120,  289,  889 
Abolition  Permissire  Bill,  2b.  646 
Adjournment,  m.  672,  674,  676 
Auckland  Beach  Road  Ghrants  Bill,  2b.  666 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  523 
Counties  Bill,  Sb.  77,  83,  84 
Dunedin  Drill-shed  Reserres  Bill,  2b.  44 
Financial  Arrangemento  Bill,  Com.  526 
Hansard,  Obs.  819 
Hokitika  StreeU,  q,  146 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  1b.  218 
Katikati  Settlement,  q.  676 
Katire  Reserres  Bill,  2b.  710 
New  Zealand  2¥m«t— Privilege,  565,  567,  658 
PubUo  Works  Bill,  2b.  616,  517,  619,  524,  589 
Public  Works  Bill— Privilege,  680,  681 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  788,  789,  741, 750 
Supply— 

Com.  216,  221,  287,  238 
Yogel,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  England,  m.  147, 260, 

261,262 

SxiwosD,  Mr.  E.  W.,  Timaru, 
Adjournment,  m.  674 

Financial  Anangemente  Bill,  Com.  661,  562 
Kapier  Harbour  Board  Bill,  8b.  286 
29'ew  Zeahknd  University  Bill,  2b.  68 
Piest  Telegrams,  m.  600 
Fnhlio  Work0  Bill— PriTilege,  520 


Staffobd,  Mr.  E.  W. — continued. 
San  Francisco  Mail  Service,  m.  306,  809,  318, 

628,  679,  681,  685 
Sartoris  and  Downe,  q.  287 ;  m.  473,  479 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  2b. 

689 
Supply — 

Com.,  217 

Chiss  I.,  181, 184 

Class  II.,  322 

CUss  III.,  884,  887 

Class  VII.,  419 
"Taranaki "  and  "  Napier,"  q.  583 
Yogel,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  England,  m.  150;,  260, 

261 
Waste  Lands  BUI,  Com.  690,  694,  696 

Staie  Foreets  JBiU, 
A.,  Com.  48 ;  8b.  49 
2u;.,  IB.57;  2b.  135 

STXTBirs,  Mr.  B.  C.  J.,  Chrittchnrch  Cfity, 
Consolidated  Fund,  m,  610 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  668 
Financial  Statement,  167 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  132 
San  Francisco  Mail  Service,  m.  680 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  187 

Class  v.,  839,  840 

L%nd  Fund,  451 
Triennial  Parliamento  Bill,  2b.  650 
Yogel,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  England,  m.  147 

Stewart,  JP., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pearoe),  382 

Stitt,  A., 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Curtis),  263,  486 

Stoi^bb,  Hon.  R.,  Hawke'e  Bay, 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  870 
Ellesmere  and  Forsyth  Reclamation  Bill|  2b. 

426 
Fozton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  481 
Xntestete  Natives  Suooession  Bill,  2b.  670 
Xakanni  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  499 
Public  Works  Bill,  Sb.  828 
Riverton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  436 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  2b. 

705 
Te  Aute  Collefl»  Estete,  m.  701 
Waimakariri  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  482 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  429 
Wellington  Loans  Bill,  2b.  648 

Stout,  Mr.  R.,  Dunedin  OUy, 
AboUtion  Act,  m.  28,  101, 102, 116 
Counties  Bill,  Com.  70;  3b.  72,  88 
Dunedin  DriU-sfaed  Reserve  BiU,  2b.  44, 47 
Financial  Statement,  167, 164 
New  Zealand  tJniversi^  Bill,  2b.  49  j  Com. 

64,65 
Press  Telegrams,  m.  88 
PubUc  Health  Bill,  2b.  22 
Supply — 

CUws  lY.,  126, 129,  ISO 
Yogel,  Sir  J,,  Missions  to  Sn^^Mid,  m,  150 
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A.,  Com.,  213 
ClMi  I.,  152,  288,  694 
CIms  n.,  245,  819,  696 
Glut  in.,  882,  697 
CitM  IV.,  121, 131,  697 
Cbas  y.,  888,  697 
CUm  TI..  360,  400,  716 
CIm  VII.,  415.  715 
CUm  VIU.,  421,  489,  715 
C\mm  IX..  444,  715 
ClMf  X,  445,  716 

Defence  and  Other  Purposes  Loan,  716 
Immigration   and  Publio    Works   Appropria- 
tion, 719 
Land  Fund,  449,  716 
Liabilities,  1875-76,  694 
q.  (Mr.  Sharp),  552 
State  ForesU  Account,  716 
Unaathorized  Expenditure,  719 

SwA5B0ir,  Mr,  W.,  yewion. 
Abolition,  m.  803 
Adjournment,  m.  671 
Auckland  Baths,  g,  552 
Civil  Serrants,  q,  583,  584 
Disqualifioation  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  688 
Famall,  H.  W.,  m.  40,  438 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  Com.  561,  562 
Hector,  Dr.,  Serrioes  of,  q.  709 
"  Hinemoa,"  q.  212 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  m,  272 
Jonea  and  HoUiUan,  m.  728 
Lunatic  Asjluma,  m,  880 
Lundon.  J.,  m.  724 
Heuiant  Claims,  a.  881 
Katire  Orantees  BUI,  Cora.  649 
PhOlipe,  C,  m.  280 
PubUe  Works  Bill,  2b.  521,  641 
San  Franoiseo  Hail  Serrice,  m.  313,  314 
Sdtt,  A., ».  488 

OaL  I.,  180,  181,  182,  188,  185,  187,  188, 

289,  240,  248,  246,  695 
Class  II.,  822,  825,  696 
dasa  IV.,  128 

Class  v.,  841,  843,  344,  847,  849 
CJasf  VI.,  856^  858,  860,  862 
Clasa  VU.,  418, 420 
Oms  Vm.,  440,  441,  442 
Land  Fund,  717, 718,  719 
Unauthorised  SzpendituM,  719 
Triennial  PariiamenU  Bill,  2b.  662 


Taulboa.  Mr.  H.  E.,  Southern  Maori, 

Intestate  Katires  Sacecssion  Bill,  Com.  559 
NatiTe  Qrantees  Bill,  Com.  649 
Katiye  Beserres  BUI,  2b.  709 
PabUe  Works  Bill,  2b.  517 

Ckis  VI.,  852,  867 

TAXAXOisri,  Mr.  K.,  Eatiem  Uawri^ 
NatiTo  Grantees  Bill,  Com.  648 
Supplj — 
Class  VI.,  858, 807,  418 


"  Tarandhi  "  and  "  Napier^" 
h.,q,  (Mr.  SUfford),583 

Taupiri  Burial-ground, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Nahe),  119 

Tauranffa  Native  Land, 
h.,q,  (Sir  O.  Grey),  786 

Tj^witi,  Mr.  H.  K.,  Northern  Maori,   ' 
•B  VI.,  409,  412 


Sappij — 
Class 


Te  Ante  College  Estate, 
Z.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bussell),  662 

Telegraph  Station  at  Upper  Moutere, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hursthouse),  119 

Thames  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
h.,  Sb.  258 
Ic,  IB.  826 ;  2b.  421 ;  3b.  608 

Thames  Miners'  Bights, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Nahe),  633 

Thames  Bumping  Association, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  728 

Thames-Waikato  Bailwag  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  469 

Thombok,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Clutha, 

Abolition,  wi.  106,  292 

Clutha  Bailway  Bridge,  q,  487 

Chitba  RiTer,  m.  40 

Disqualification  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  688 

New  Zealand  Universit  j  Bill,  2b.  58 

Publio  Works  BUI,  2b.  517 

Sitting  of  Parliament,  m.  470,  478 

Supply- 
Corn.,  226 
Class  X.,  448 

Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  600 

Whangaroa  to  Mongonui  Telegraph,  q,  584 

THmaru  and  Qladstone  Property, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Wakefield),  615 

2\maru  Harbour  Board  BUI, 
A.,  Cora,  and  8b.  288 
1,0,,  iB.  826 ;  2b.  464 ;  Com.  614, 629  s  8b.  6 

To£B,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Eden, 
Abolition  Act,  m.  116,  889 
Abolition  PermissiTB  Bill,  2b.  640 
Auckland  Beach  Boad  QiaaU  Bill,  2b.  566 
Beadon,  J.,  q,  708 
East  Coast  Natiyes'  Sheep,  q.  676 
Manhood  Sufirage  Bill,  2b.  585 
PubUo  Works  BUI,  2b.  515 
Stitt,  A.,  m.  268 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  8b.  651 
Wynyard  Pier,  q,  882 

Tbibx,  Mr.  G.  H.,  Totara, 
Consolidated  Fund,  m.  511 
Gold  Fields  Act  Bepeal  Bill,  2b.  564 
School  Buildings,  m.  718 
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TrieiMud  Parliament  SiU, 
h,^ZR,  649 

Tuapeka  MaUw^, 
h,,  q,  (M.T,  Sheehan),  881 


Upper  Moutere  Telegraph  Staiion, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  HanthouBe),  119 


Vogel,  Sir  J.,  MietUme  to  England, 
A.,  m.  (Sir  a.  arey),  120.  146  j  «.  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford), 260;  Bep.  SeL  Com.  614 


Waimahariri  Harhowr  Board  Bill, 
M,  Ss.  258 
?.(?.,  IB.  826  ;  2b.:482;  8ii.  608 

Waimea  Water-race, 
Ic,  q.  (Mr.  Bonar),  188 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Button),  146 

JTaUahuna  Athentewm  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  268;  2b.  and  8b.  469 
Ic,  IB.  494 ;  2b.  and  8b.  548 

Waitara  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  101 ;  2b.  274 ;  8B.  268 
le.,  IB.  826 ;  2b.  421 ;  8b.  574 

«'  TTaka  Maori," 
1,0.,  q.  (Mr.  Kgatata),  620 

Wakbfisu),  Mr.  B.,  Oeraldine, 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

628,  624 
Sartorit,  Downe,  and  Others'  Olaimi  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  741,749 
Stitt,  A.,  m.  491 
Supply — 

6^88  L,  186, 187 

Claas  v.,  841,  842,  848,  848 

Class  yni.,  444 
Timaru  and  Gladstone  Property,  q,  616 

JTanganui  Harhonr  Board  Bill, 
h.,  8b.  268 
le,,  IB.  826  J  2b.  428 ;  Com.  606  j  8b.  648 

Wabon,  Mr.  J.  C,  Coleridge, 

Canterbury  Bailwsy  Coal  Charges,  q.  616 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  Com.  663 
Native  Fuel,  q.  552 
Stitt,  A.,  m.  489 
Supply — 

Com.,  228 

Class  1.,  185, 187, 188 

Class  II.,  820,  826 

Class  III.,  886 

Class  v..  846, 700 

Class  YII.,  418,  419 

Class  VIIL,  440 

Class  IX.,  446 

Class  X.,  446 


Waete  Lande, 
he,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hall),  743 

Waete  Lande  BUI,  ^    »,.« 

h..  Com.  686 ;  8b.  616 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  742, 

747 
he.,  IB.  608;   2b.  621;   Com.  707;   Cone,  of 
Amend.  748 

Watebhotjbb,  Hon.  G.  M.,  Wellington, 
Agent-G«neral,  q.  4i 
Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  729 
Attomey-Gkueral  Bill,  2b.  249 
Castlepoint  Harbour  Board  Bill,  8b.  649,  660 
Consolidated  Loan  Bill,  2b.  703 
Counties  Bill,  2b.  203 
Diseased  Sheep  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  681 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  666 
Douglas  Crown  Grant  Bill,  2b.  707 
Dunedin  Wharves  and  Quays  Bill,  3b.  255 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 

Bill,  2b.  725 
Native  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  676 
Noxious  ATiiffnuU  Prohibition  Bill,  2b.  611 
Oamam  Tramvrays  Bill,  2b.  144 
Otago  and  Wellin^n  Tolls  Bill,  2b.  668 
Personal  Explanation,  6, 14 
Pifiko  Swamp,  m.  186 
Pioton  and  Blenheim  Bailway,  m.  702 
Babbit  Nuisance  Bill,  2b.  196 
Sartoris,  Dovme,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill,  2b. 

706 
State  Forests  Bill,  2b.  188 
Timaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Com.  681 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  2b.  628 
Wellington  Cemetery,  w.  662 
Wellington  Corporate  Lands  Bill,  2b.  704 

Wellington  Cemetery, 
ho.,m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse),  662 

Wellington  College  Bill, 
he.,  8b.  4 

Wellington  Corporate  Lande  Bill, 
;^.;  8b.  688 
he.,  IB.  661 

Wellington  Dehte  BUI, 
h.,  8b.  101 
he.,  IB.  183  ;  2B.  248 

Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
h.,  8b.  258 
he.,  IB.  326  ;  2b.  503 

Wellington  Hospital  and  College  Beservee  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  258 ;  8b.  626 
he.,  IB.  548  ;  2b.  574 ;  SB.  608 

Wellington  HospiUd  Loan  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  638 

Wellington  Loans  Bill, 
h.,  3b.  469 
he.,  IB.  494  i  2b.  644;  Com.  608 

Wellington  Sheep  Fund  Account, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Andrew),  747 
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Whangarti  County^ 
k.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Douglas),  552 

Whangaroa  to  Mon^nui  Telegraphy 
h,  q.  (Mr.  Thoineon).  584 

WHmKEH,  Mr.  F..  Waikato  (Poetraaster-Gene- 

ral  Hmi  C4*mmiMtioner  of  TelegnphB), 
AKMition  Act,  m.  30,  34,  392 
A'ijoiimm^nt,  m.  671,  672,  678 
ArtioU,  J.,  mild  Otliers,  q.  259 
Atiorn»-j-<Jen«»nU  Bill,  2b.  20 
AuckUnH  Baths,  7.  552 
AuikUiid  Keach  Koad  Grants  Bill,  2b.  566 
Aackiaiid  Public  Buil  iings  Bill,  2s.  288 
ChriM4*liurc1i  and  Alimira  Mail  Sernee,  q.  583 
CirilLisi  Bill,  Dis.  654 
CW\\  Serriint«,  m.  482 
Co<»k  81  rait  Cahla,  q  259 
Counties  Bill,  3b.  71 
DeWated  Powers  in  Connties,  q.  469 
Diftquftlifiration  Bill,  Cons,  of  Am«nd.  687 
Iiit««(at«  Natives  Succe!»9ion  Bill,  Com.  559 
Kauka|iakipa  Ti'legraph,  j.  69 
Lawrvnce  Post  Office,  q.  631 
Manhood  Suffrage  BdU  2b.  532 
Mount  Pi^gah  WaterraiH)  Company,  m.  41 
Natire  Res4>iTe8  Bill.  2b.  709,  712 
Northern  Wairoa  Tflegraph,  q.  143 
OConur,  E.  J.,  q.  470 
Ohinomuri  I  And,  q.  469 
Prt>»8  Telegrams,  w.  36,  263,  507,  508,  509 
Public  Acrountii,  m.  28S 
PuMic  Ht-nltli  B.ll.  2b.  22,  24 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  517. 520, 521  j  Privilege, 

530,  531 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Dis.  531 
Koi-m  Kukiki,  q  746 
San  FraticisitH>  M.  il  Service,  w.  304,311,313, 

314,  526,  5-J7.  528,  551,  585,  677,  681,  685 
Siiit,  A.,  t».  489,  492 
Suf.p!j— 

Cia<«  IF..  320 

Cla.»s  111.,  332,  333,  834,  335,336,  337,  338 

CiaM  T.,  6'.»9 

C'k*8  VI  ,  359.  360 

ClaM  VIII.,  415 

Imniigraiion  and  Public  Works  Appropria- 
tion, 722 

Land  Fund,  718,  719 
Telegraph  Statitm  at  Upper  Moutcre,  q.  119 
Voi:;el,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  Knglund,  m.  262 
Wlkangaroa  to  Mongonui  Teh'grapli,  q.  584 

WntTMOBB,  Hon  G.  S.,  EawJce't  Bag, 
Attomey-Gcneral  Bill,  2r.  250 
Bluff  Harbour  l^ard  Bill,  2r.  374 
Ca-tlepoint  Harbour  Board  Bill, 2b.  427;  3B.550 
ConvoHHated  Loan  Bill,  2b.  703 
Count if>s  Hill,  2b.  202 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  666 
Dunedin  Drill-slied  Keperve  Bill,  2b.  502 
Eile^mereand  Fornrth  R  vlamation  Bill,2B.  425 
Foxton  Harbour  Board  Bril,  2b.  430 
Government  Bepresentativos  in  Council,  q.  134, 

135 
Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill,  2r.  669 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  499 
4—23 


Whitmoub,  Hon.  G.  S.— continued. 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2 it.  92 
Maori  AlembtTs'  Spceclifs,  m.  GGi 
Native  I^and  Furclta^es,  q.  90 
Native  KeHcive^t  Bill,  2b.  580 
Noxious  Animals  Prohibition  Bill,  2b.  610 
Oainaru  HHib'»ur  Bonrd  Bill,  2b.  497 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  498 
pMt«a  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  505 
TerAonal  Explanition,  8, 11 
Piako  Swamp,  m.  25 
Babbit  Nuisance  Bill,  2r.  198 
Riverton  Harbour  Hoard  Bill,  2b.  436 
St^te  Fore»tci  Bill.  2b.  135,  140 
Te  Ante  College  Estute,  q  667  ;  m.  702 
Tima-u  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  466;.  Com. 

629  ;  3b.  632 
Triennial  Parliammts  Bill,  2b.  649 
Waitnakariri  Harbour  Board  Hill,  2b.  433 

.     Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  428 
Waste  Land^  Hill,  2r.  621 
Wellington  Debts  Bill,  2b.  2>i9 
Wellington  Loans  Bdl,  2b.  545 

Width  of  Tires, 
A.,  q.  (Hr.  Montgomery),  584 

Wood,  Mr.  R.  G.,  Pamell, 
Abolition,  m.  112 
Counties  Bill,  SB.  84 
Supi.lv — 

Class  IV.,  126,  127 

Wood,  Mr.  W.,  Mataura, 
Abolili.)n  Act.  m.  2S9,  292 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

523,  524 
Couniieti  Bill,  3r.  84 
Douglas  Crown  Grant  Bill,  2b.  667 
Finaneial  Arrangements  Bill,  Com.  560 
Manhood  Suffiai^e  Bill,  2b.  537 
Public  Works  B.ll,  2b.  541 
San  Franeiseo  Mail  Serviue,  m.  312,  314 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and'Oihers'  Claims  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  690,  738,  739,  750 
Sitting  of  Parliament,  «i.  473 
Supply — 

Clns^i  I.,  185,  188,  240,  243,  244 

CIm8>«  II.,  246 

Class  II L,  338 

CMas:*  IV.,  129 

Cla^s  v..  343,  344 

Cla=««  VIL,  419 

Class  VI H.,  440,  441 

State  Forests  Account,  717 
VngrI,  Sir  J.,  Missions  to  England,  m.  147 
Wa:ste  Lands  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  743,  748 

WooLCOCK,  Mr.  C,  Orey  Valleg, 
Civil  Lij.t  Bill,  Dis.  654 
Manhood  Suffrage  Bill,  2b.  533 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  538 
Stitt,  A.,  OT.  489 
Supply — 

Class  IL,  321,  322 
Waste  Lands  BiU,  Com.  697 

Wgnyard  Pier, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Tole),  382 


NEW    ZEALAND. 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


iixsst  Session  of  t|)e  Sixtii  parliament 


HOUSE  OP  BBPEESENTATIVBS. 
2WM2ay,  8ni  OcMer,  1876. 


OtefoMiBin'  AmwaHoB— PnbBe  Workt—Port  Chalman 
wbaif— Kative  Ltad  PudiaaM— CoutiM  Bm— Bda- 
BoMdiBOl. 


Mr.  SniKSB  took  the  chair  ai  ha]f-paBt  two 
o'doek. 

Pmatbbs. 

OTAGO  MINEBS'  A8S0CUTI0N. 
Mr.  FTSE  Mked  the  Pr«miei^(l.)  If  the  Go- 
▼emment  will  take  into  fiiToamble  oonsideration 
the  rceommendation  of  the  Gt>ld  Fields  Com- 
mitiee,  at  lei  forth  in  a  "  Beport  on  the  Otago 
Central  Miners'  Association  Correspondence," 
and  appoint  a  Commission  to  inqnire  (daring  the 
reoesa)  into  the  qaestton  of  the  validity  of  water 
licenses  granted  nnder  the  Gold  Fields  Acts  in 
fcfrcBj  and  the  relations  between  liccnies  so 
granted  and  the  ordinanr  riparian  rights  of  land* 
owners  and  others?  (2.)  Also,  if  the  Gorem- 
ment  will  farther  authorixe  such  CommiBsion  to 
inquire  generally  into  existing  gold  fields  legis- 
lation, with  the  Tiew  of  baring  a  complete  and 
comprehensiTe  measure  prepared,  dealing  with 
the  question  aforesaid?  He  might  explain,  in 
asking  this  question,  that  he  did  so  in  conse- 
qnence  of  the  reoommendation  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, which  was  based  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  oonespondence  which  had  passed  between 
the  late  Premier  and  the  Otago  Central  Miners' 
Association.  The  correspondence  of  the  Associa- 
tion contained  a  recommendation  that  a  Com- 
mission should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
quastjon  of  the  ralicUtj  of  water  licenses  granted 
under  the  Gold  Fields  Act  in  force,  and  the  re- 
lations between  licenses  so  granted  and  the  ordi- 
naiT  riparian  rights  of  landowners  and  others, 
and  also  to  inquire  generally  into  existing  gold 
fields  legislation,  with  the  Tiew  of  haring  a  com- 
plete and  comprehensiTe  measure  prepared,  deal- 
ing with  the  Questions  aforesaid.  The  Committee 
haTing  considered  this  matter,  recommended  in 
their  report  that  it  should  be  done.  He  felt  it 
to  be  ms  duty,  as  Chairman  of  that  Committee, 
thocoaghly  agresiDg  with  the  report,  to  ask  the 

TOIh  ZXJIL^l. 


Hon.  the  Premier  the  question  standing  in  his 
name. 

Major  ATKINSON,  in  reply  to  the  honorable 
gentleman,  might  say  that  the  GoTemment  would 
take  tliese  reoommendaiions  into  their  farourable 
consideration,  without  committing  themselTes  to 
sayinff  that  they  approved  of  the  whole  of  them. 
They  had  not  yet  had  time  to  consider  the  matter ; 
but  they  were  really  desirous  to  meet  the  riews 
both  of  the  Committee  and  >  the  miners  on  this 
question.  Whether  they  would  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  appoint  a  Commission  daring  the  recess 
was  a  pomt  which  they  had  not  yet  decided. 
They  would,  at  any  rate,  take  such  steps  as  they 
thought  necessary  in  order  to  insure  a  properly- 
considered  Bill  being  introduced  to  the  House 
daring  the  next  session  of  Parliament.  • 

PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  will  inform  the  House  when 
the  Public  Works  Estimates  are  likely  to  be  laid 
on  the  table  P  Ho  said  that  honorable  members 
generally  would  like  to  haye  the  Public  Works 
Estimates  laid  on  tiie  table  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible date. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the  Public 
Works  Estimates  would  be  laid  on  the  table  on 
Monday  next. 

PORT  CHALMERS  WHARF. 
Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  prcrision  will  be  made 
for  carrying  out  the  recommendation  of  the 
£neineer-in-Chief  with  regard  to  wharf  extension 
at  Fort  Chalmers  (page  35,  Public  Works  State- 
ment)? With  regard  to  this  question,  the  Engi- 
neer-in-Chief  had  reported  that  "  The  increasing 
traffic  at  Port  Chalmers  renders  necessary  a 
further  extension  of  the  whanres,  and  I  recom- 
mend an  expenditure  of  £30,000  for  this  pur- 
pose." In  the  Public  Works  Statement,  page  9, 
there  were  yarious  works  referred  to  and  recom- 
mended to  be  undertaken,  but  there  was  no 
notice  taken  of  the  expenditure  of  the  £30,000 
for  this  wharf.  A  reference  was  made  to  the 
construction  of  a  new  wharf  at  Onehunga.  Now, 
it  was  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  that 
at  Port  Chalmers  there  should  be  sufficient  ac- 
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oommodation  for  shipping.  Last  sammer  there 
was  Teiy  great  lack  of  accommodation,  and  a 
large  nambor  of  yessels  had  to  lie  out  in  the 
straun.  There  were  eighteen  or  twenty  English 
yeeeela  in  the  port  in  tne  month  of  January  last, 
and  they  could  not  get  alongside  the  wharf  to 
difcharge  or  load  cargo,  ae  therefore  hoped 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would  be  able  to 
giye  a  feyourable  answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  BIGHABDSON  said  this  matter  was  sUU 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Goyernment.  A 
Teiy  important  question  arose  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  The  Otago  Harbour  Board  were  incur- 
ring a  Tery  large  expenditure,  with  the  Tiew  of  en- 
abling large  yessels  to  come  from  Fort  Chalmers 
to  Dnnedin.  It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  yery 
serious  consideration  to  the  Gbyemment  whether 
they  would  be  justified  in  incurring  a  large  addi- 
tional expenditure  at  the  present  time  to  improye 
the  wharf  accommodation  at  Port  Chalmers,  in 
the  hoe  of  the  enormous  expenditure  which  the 
Otago  Harbour  Board  were  going  to  with  the 
yiew  of  affording  accommodation  to  shipping  at 
Dunedin.  On  Monday  next,  when  the  Public 
Works  Estimates  were  brought  down,  he  would 
make  a  statement  to  the  House,  when  he  would 
be  able  to  inform  the  honorable  member  of  the 
final  decision  oome  to  by  the  Goyernment  on  thia 
matter. 

NATIVE  LAND  PUBOHASES. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  asked  the  Goyernment,  If  th^ 
will  lay  the  report  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Land  Purchase 
Commissioner,  before  this  House  before  the  close 
of  the  session  P  He  asked  tliis  question  with  the 
yiew  of  reminding  the  Goyernment  of  the  pro- 
mise made  some  time  ago  to  lay  this  report  on 
the  table. 

Major  AlKINSON  said  the  papers  to  which 
the  question  referred  were  being  copied,  and  he 
was  informed  that  they  would  be  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House  during  the  eyening  sitting. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Clause  188. — Council  may  raise  an  ordinary 
loan. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  stand  part  of 
the  Bill  i"  upon  which  a  diyision  was  called  for, 
with  the  foUowing  result : — 

Ayes         28 

Noes        26 


Majority  for 


Mi^or  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Disnan, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
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Atbs. 

Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Bieynoids, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr..Steyens, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Whitakor, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 


Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLmui, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 


Tellers, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Beid. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Captain  Morris, 
The  clause  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Clause  174.  —  Contracts  exempt  from  stamp 
duties. 

Question  put,  "  That  this  clause  stand  part  of 
the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a  diyision  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         22 

Noes        26 


Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bichmond, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Teschcmaker, 
Mr  B.  G.  Wood. 

Tellert, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Seymour. 


Majority  against 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamaoh, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Beid, 


Axes. 

Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tliomson, 
Mr.  B.  G.  Wood, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Murray. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 


Mr.  Pearee, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bichmond, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Steyens, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Beynolds. 


The  dause  was  consequently  struck  out. 

New  Clause. — "  The  following  persons  shall 
be  qualified  to  yote  for  members  of  the  Council  :— 

"  (1.)  Eyery  person  of  the  full  age  of  twooty- 
one  years,  whose  name  appears  on  tbe 
yoters*  roll  of  a  riding  of  a  county,  shall 
be  a  yoter  of  such  county  so  long  as  such 
roll  u  in  force. 
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"  (S.)  ETery  penon  whose  naiiie  appears  on 
the  Toters'  roll  shall  be  entitled  to  Tote  at 
tftrj  election  ocoorring  in  the  riding  of 
the  county  in  which  he  is  enrolled  accord- 
iof  to  the  following  scale,  that  is  to  say, — 
**  (a.)  If  his  rateable  propertj,  whether  in 
one  or  mors  tenements,  is  Talued  on  the 
Talnation  roll  as  hereinafter  proTided  at 
kss  than  fifty  pounds,  he  shall  hare  one 
▼Ota. 
**  (h.)  If  sndi  property  is  so  Talued  at  not 
kss  than  fifty  but  less  than  one  hundred 
pounds,  he  shall  have  two  Totes. 
**  (e.)  If  such  property  is  so  Talued  at  not 
less  than  one  hundred  but  less  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  he  shall  haTe 
thne  Totes. 
*  {d.)  If  such  property  is  so  Talued  at  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  fiStj  but  less 
than  three  hundred  and  fifify  pounds,  he 
shall  haTe  four  Totes. 
"  (0.)  If  such  property  is  Talued  at  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  and  upwards, 
he  shall  hare  fiTc  Totes." 
Kr.  W.  WOOD  proposed  to  strike  out  all  the 
words  after  the  word  "enrolled,"  in  subsection 
1,  down  to  the  words  "  three  Totee,"  in  subsec- 
tion <. 

Question  pot,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
emitted  staiid  part  of  the  clause  \ "  upon  which 
a  dirimm  was  called  for,  with  the  foUowing  re- 
mit:— 

Am         85 


Koee 


Kajority  for        ... 

•• 

Atis. 

Mr.  Andrew. 

Mr. 

Mijor  Atkinson, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr. 

Mr.  jr.  E.  Brown, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Curtis. 

Mr. 

Mr.Difoan, 
Sir  B.  Doughs, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr.  Hunt!?, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Lumaden, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Mae&riane, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Menders, 

Mr.  0.  McLean, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Montgomezyy 

Mr. 

Kc 

»». 

Mr.  De^mtoor, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr.Fiaher, 

Mr. 

Mr.Gibbs, 

Mr. 

Sir  0.  Grey, 

Mr. 

Mr.Hislop, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Hutathoose, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.Nahe, 

Mr. 

Tho  amendment  was  0 

onseq 
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,  Murray, 

,  Murray-Aynsley, 

.  Beid, 

.  Beynolds, 

,  Biohardson, 

.  Bichmond, 

BoUeston, 
.  Bowe, 
,  Seymour, 
.  Sterens, 
.  Swanson, 
.  Teschemaker, 
.  Tribe, 
.  Wason, 
.  Whitaker. 
TeUen. 
.  Fitzroy, 

Pyke.    • 

.  Seaton, 
,  Shrimski, 
.  Thomson, 
.Tole, 
B.  O.  Wood, 
.  W.  Wood, 
.  Wooloock. 
Teller. 
.Bees. 


Mr.  D£  LAITTOUR  mored  the  omission  of 
the  two  last  subsections  of  the  clause. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a 
diTision  took  place,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         32 

Noes         23 


Majority  for 


9 

Ate8. 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  BoUeston, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

Tellert, 
Mr.  Macfiarlane, 
Mr.  Montgomery. 
Noes. 

Mr.  Bichmond, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  B.  a.  Wood, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fyke. 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  £.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Larnach. 
Mr.  a.  MclAn, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  aibbs, 

Sir  G.  Ghreij, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Hurstbonse, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bees, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatiTcd, 
and  the  clause  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leaTc  giTen  to  sit 
again. 

BDUOATION  BOABDS  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Clause  6. — Who  to  be  members  of  Board. 
Mr.  J.  B.  BBOWN  proposed,  That  the  name 
of  Thomas  Williamson  Hall,  Esquire,  be  added 
to  the  6th  subsection  of  the  clause. 

Question  put,  "That  the  name  of  Thomas 
Williamson  Hall,  Esquire,  be  so  added;"  upon 
which  a  diTision  was  called  for,  with  tlio  fbllow" 
ing  result : — 

Ayes         *••        •••        ..•        •••        v4i 
Noes         12 


Minority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baisent, 
Mr.  BaA, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J,  0.  Brown, 
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Atbb. 

Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Monteomeiy, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morri^ 


Biueatton 
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Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  CurtiB, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Pignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 


Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Mac&rlane, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Murray-Ajnsley, 


Mr.  Fyke, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Fitiroy, 
Mr.  Tescbemaker. 

KOBS. 

Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 


Tellers, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ANDBEW  proposed,  That  the  name  of 
the  BeF.  t3-eorge  Barclay  be  added  to  the  same 
subsection. 

Question  put,  "That  the  name  of  the  BeT. 
Qeorge  Barclay  be  so  added;"  \ipon  which  a 
diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
tnlt:— 

Ayes         16 

Noes         22 


Majoritj  against.. 
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Mr.Barff, 
Mr.  jr.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  T>e  Lautoar, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Baiflent^ 
Mr.  Bal&noe, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Beid, 


ATM. 

Mr.  Lnmsden, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Button. 

NoiB. 

I  Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Steyens, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatiyed, 
and  the  clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  20. — No  property,  household,  or  capita- 
tion rate  to  be  leyied  after  Act  comes  into  opera- 
tion.   

Mr.  BOWEN  moyed,  That  the  following  words 
be  added,  after  the  word  "  rate :"  "  except  capita- 
tion rate  for  children." 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 


added  be  there  added ;"  upon  whioh  a  dirision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         27 

17 


Ayei 

Nott 


BCajority  for 

10 

Am. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Pignan, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Woolcook. 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Tellere. 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Lumsden. 

NOBB. 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.Barff, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Brown, 

Mr.  Steyens, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Tesohemaker, 

Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Tole. 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Tellere. 

Mr.  FitJBroy, 

Mr.  MontgomeiT, 

Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  BoUeston. 

Faibb. 

For. 

AaainH. 

Mr.  Cox, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Mao&rkne. 

Mr.  Wason. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

The  Bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
one  o'dock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wedneedojg,  Uk  October,  1876. 


First  Besdiog— Third  Sesding— AMut-Genersl— Penonsl 
Bxplsaation—Debtors  sad  Creditors  BQl. 

The  Acniro-SPSAKBB  (the  Hon.  Miyor  Bioh- 
mond,  C3.)  took  the  diair  at  half-past  two 
o'dook. 

Pbatxbs. 

FIBST  BBADING. 
The  Education  Boards  Bill. 

THIBD  BBADIKG. 
The  Wellington  College  Bill. 

AGBNT-GENEBAL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE   asked  the 

Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, — (1.)  From  what  date 

the  Hon.  Sir  Julius  Yogel  will  oommenoe  to  draw 

salary  as  Ag^nt-General  P    (2.)  Whether  or  not 
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tiie  OoTernment  is  to  pay  the  oost  of  pMMge  to 
England  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel  and  his  family  ?  (3.) 
Whisther  or  noi  traTelling  allowances  will  be  paid 
during  the  Toyage ;.  and,  if  so,  at  what  rate  per 
diem  ?  (4.)  Whether  or  not  the  Agent-Gbneral 
will  be  required  to  derote  the  whole  of  his  time 
to  the  duties  of  his  offioe  ?  (6.)  Whether  or  not 
he  will  be  called  upon  to  find  security  for  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  ?  He  asked  these  ques- 
tions without  wishing  to  offer  any  disrespect  to 
Sir  Julius  Yogel,  but  with  the  Tiew  of  eliciting 
information  on  the  points  on  which  it  was  usuju 
to  obtain  information,  and  which  he  thought  it 
would  be  satisCustory  to  the  Council  to  obtain. 
As  regarded  the  first  three  points,  which  he  would 
dass  together,  he  might  state  what  was  his  ob- 
ject in  asking  the  question  in  that  particular 
fbrm.  He  belieyed  that  the  Agent-General  in 
the  matter  of  trayelling  allowances  ranked  with 
Ministersy  and  that  his  trayelling  allowances  were 
upon  the  same  scale.  He  asked  the  question  be- 
cause he  thought  the  system  was  open  to  some 
ojbgection,  and  he  wished,  by  eliciting  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  to  draw  attention  to  the 
&et  that  under  the  existing  system  of  tra- 
yelling allowances,  it  would  be  found — and  he 
did  not  speak  without  warrant — ^that  a  person  in 
the  position  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel  would  be  entitled 
to  draw  his  Mdary  from  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment, and  during  his  yoyaee  to  Sngland.  He 
would  ordinarily,  and  he  (Mr.  Waterbouse)  con- 
sidered properly,  haye  a  certain  allowance  made 
for  traydling  expenses  for  himself  and  family  to 
Europe.  To  either  of  these  points  he  took  no 
excei^n  whafceyer;  but,  in  accordance  with 
the  system  at  present  in  foroe,  he  would  like- 
wise be  entitied  to  a  trayelling  allowance  of 
firar  gatneae  in  addition  to  his  full  salary. 
He  asked  the  questions  with  a  yiew  to  dirsoting 
attention  to  a  practice  which  he  thought  required 
amendment.  With  regard  to  the  fourth  question, 
when  Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  in  the  Gk>yemment, 
he  himself  laid  down  the  rule  that  the  Agent- 
General  should  not  be  employed  in  any  other 
way  than  in  connection  with  the  duties  of  his 
oflice;  and,  as  honorable  members  would  reool- 
leet»  in  consequence  of  that  the  Agent-General 
applied  to  withdraw  firom  his  position  as  Director 
of  the  National  Bank.  He  thought  this  would 
be  considered  a  proper  question,  particularijjr 
nnder  the  neculiar  circumstances  in  which  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  was  going  Home  as  Agent-G^eral ; 
and  he  thought  it  yery  desirable  that  the  Council 
should  be  informed  whe^er  the  same  rule  would 
he  applied  to  this  appointment  as  to  the  last  one. 
Ihe  last  onestion  referred  to  the  finding  of  seen- 
nty.  He  sound  that  in  the  Parliamentary  Papers 
laid  before  them,  the  Goyemment,  of  whom  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  was  the  head,  in  reference  to  the 
Crown  A^^ts  of  the  colony,  stated, — 

"  That,  without  implying  anything  against  the 
honor  of  the  present  occupants  of  toe  office,  the 
Goyemment  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  not 
justified  in  continuing  to  place  such  responsibility 
in  the  hands  of  any  two  gentlemen  who  might 
hold  the  poaitioB,  without  haying  any  guarantee 
from  the  Impeiial  €byemment  or  any  substantial 


He  belieyed  the  uniyersal  practice  of  the  other 
colonies  was  that  the  Agent-General  found  secu- 
rity for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  offioe. 
He  could  speak  positiyely  with  regard  to  South 
Australia,  whose  Agent-General  was  required  to 
find  yery  substantial  securities. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that  the  answer 
of  the  Goyemment  to  the  first  question  was,  that 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  would  commence  to  draw  his 
salary  from  the  date  of  his  acceptance  of  the 
offioe.  With  respect  to  the  second  question,  he 
might  sa^  that  the  Goyemment  was  to  pay  the 
cost  of  his  passage ;  and  he  might  obserye,  in  con- 
nection with  that  reply,  that  when  the  appoint- 
ment was  first  ofibred  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  it  was 
ofibred  to  him  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
as  it  had  formerly  been  offered  to  Dr.  Featherston. 
Upon  looking  into  the  whole  question  of  allow- 
ances and  expenses  attendant  upon  that  first 
appointment,  it  was  found  that  they  were  yery 
much  in  excess  of  what  it  appeared  to  the  Gk>- 
yerament  necessary  to  incur  at  present,  and  an 
arrangement  of  a  much  more  reasonable  and 
economical  character  had  been  made  with  Tospoct 
to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  in  the  present  instance.  The 
answer  to  the  next  question  was  that  no  trayel- 
ling allowances  would  be  paid  during  the  yoyage. 
With  respect  to  the  fourth  question,  the  Go- 
yemment would  expect  the  Agent-Gheneral  to 
deyote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  duties  of  his 
offioe.  With  respect  to  the  fifth  question,  there 
appeared  to  the  Gbyemment  no  reason  why  Sir 
Julitts  Yogel  should  be  treated  in  a  different  way 
from  what  the  former  Agent- Gteneral  was  treated 
with  regard  to  finding  securities ;  it  was  not  pro* 
posed  to  ask  for  any  such  security. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  explain  more  particularly  his  reply 
to  his  second  question.  That  was  with  respect 
to  the  more  economical  mode  in  which  Sir  Julius 
Yogel's  fitmily  were  to  be  conyeyed  Home. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  referred  to  the  total 
amount  of  cost.  Dr.  Featherston  remained  in 
the  colony  for  two  or  three  months  alter  the 
appointment  was  made,  and  a  certain  amount 
was  set  apart  for  the  passages  of  his  fiftmily  and 
himself.  He  was  also  allowed  to  draw  trayelline 
aUowanoe  during  the  whole  time.  All  this  would 
be  altered  in  the  present  ease,  and  the  allowance 
now  was  a  fixed  sum.  He  could  not  mention  the 
particular  amount  at  present,  but  he  could  assure 
the  Council  that  they  would  regard  it  as  a  reason- 
able amount,  and  as  being  less  than  in  the  case  of 
the  first  appointment. 

PBBSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WATBBHOUSE.— Sir,  before 
proceeding  to  the  ordinary  business,  I  wish  to 
make  a  few  obseryations  of  a  somewhat  personal 
character,  though  they  may  be  generally  mterest- 
ing  to  the  Council.  With  a  yiew  to  putting 
myself  in  order,  I  shall  moye,  That  the  House  at 
ito  rising  do  adjourn  till  to-morrow  at  half-past 
two  o'clock.  My  otrject  in  rising  is  to  call  atten- 
tion to  a  mbunderstandinff  that  has  most  unfor- 
tunately arisen  during  the  last  few  days,  and 
which  has  senred  more  or  less  to  embitter  the 
tone  of  owr  discussions  in  reference  to  the  con- 
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dact  of  the  business  of  this  Council.  In  pre- 
rious  discossions  upon  the  subject  I  hare  not 
been  in  a  position  to  fortifj  myself  with  anj 
aathoritatire  statement  of  what  took  place  on  the 
27th  September,  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kail  under- 
took the  charge  of  the  G-orernment  business  in 
this  Council*  during  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  Br. 
Pollen.  To-daj,  for  the  first  time,  a  copy  of  Jfait- 
9ard  containing  an  account  of  what  took  place  on 
that  occasion  has  been  placed  in  mj  hands,  and  I 
am  now.  in  a  position  to  discuss  the  matter  with  a 
full  and  accurate  account  of  what  took  place. 
The  cause  of  the  misunderstanding  that  ezbts 
between  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  myself,  and  others  is 
attributable  to  the  fact  that  honorable  members* 
memories  do  not  serve  them  equally  well  as  to  the 
circumstances  that  occurred  on  the  day  on  which 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  took  charge  of  the  Q-oTem- 
ment  business.  I  will  now  state  from  Bantard 
exactly  what  took  place,  and  honorable  members 
will  then  be  in  a  position  to  judge  for  themselves 
as  to  whether  the  yiew  I  have  taken  upon  this 
subject  is  the  correct  one  or  not.  This  day 
week,  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  communicated  to 
us  the  hct  that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  was  in- 
disposed. Upon  that  occasion  you,  Sir,  in  a  yery 
proper  manner  rose  in  your  place  in  the  House, 
and,  with  a  view  to  expedite  tne  oonduct  of  busi- 
ness at  this  adranced  period  of  the  session,  sug- 
gested that  the  business  on  the  Order  Paper 
should  be  proceeded  with,  and  you  added  tliat 
"  the  Council  would,  no  doubt,  feel  grateful  if  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall  would  undertake  to  conduct  the 
business  on  behalf  of  the  Gk>Temment."  When 
that  proposition  was  made,  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  rose,  and  took  exception,  on  consti- 
tutional grounds,  to  the  business  being  proceeded 
with  in  the  absence  of  a  Ministerial  representa- 
tire,  inasmuch  as  he  stated  that  it  would  be 
hardly  fair  to  hold  the  Gk>Ternmcnt  responsible 
for  the  action  of  any  honorable  gentleman  whom 
we  might  ask  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
Council  Upon  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  rose  and 
stated  that  ne  had  that  day  seen  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  who  had  expressed  his  "  Tery  great  resret 
at  the  unaroidable  delay  which  had  taken  pmce 
in  the  business,  and  asked  him  (Mr.  Hall)  if  he 
would  undertake  to  conduct  through  the  Council 
the  formal  business  of  the  Gk>Temment— that 
business  not  inToMng  questions  of  policy,  and 
upon  which  no  serious  discussion  would  arise. 
He  agjreed  to  do  so,  if  it  were  the  wish  of  the 
Council.  Any  question  iuYolving  a  grave  matter 
of  policy  he  would,  of  course,  not  ask  the  Council 
to  proceed  with.  He  hoped  the  Council  would 
understand  that  he  would  onl^  oonduct  the  busi- 
ness for  the  Gk>yemment  if  it  was  the  wish  of 
the  CounciL"  There  are  two  points  in  these 
remarks  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  special  atten- 
tion. The  first  is  the  honorable  gentleman's 
own  statement  that  he  had  been  requested  by 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  to  undertake  to  conduct 
through  the  Council  the  formal  business  of  the 
Goremment.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  here 
no  assertion  of  the  fact  that  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  there  would  be  a  certain  amount  of 
Ministerial  responsibility  arising  from  lus  con- 
ducting the  buBinees,  such  at  we  understood  the 


honorable  gentleman  last  night  to  state  would  be 
the  case.    On   the  contrary,  the  fair  inference 
from  these  words,  and,  to  my  mind,  the  onlj 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  these  words,  is  that 
he  would  conduct  only  the  formal  business  of 
the  Qtivemment,  reserving  all  matters  involving 
questions  of  policy,  or  any  matters  upon  which 
serious  discussion  would  arise,  and  which  would 
necessitate  the  presence  of  a  Ministerial  repre- 
sentative in  our  midst.     Tlie  second  point   to 
which    I  wish    to    draw  the  attention   of    the 
Council  is  this :    that  the  offer  of  the  honorablo 
member  was  "  to  undertake  the  conduct  of  busi- 
ness not  involving  serious  questions  of   policy. 
He  agreed  to  do  so  if  it  were  the  wish  of  tho 
Counol.    Any  question  involving  a  grave  matter 
of  policy  he  would  of  course  not  ask  the  Council 
to  proceed  with."    The  honorable  gentleman  was 
followed  bv  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies ;  and  here  I 
may  remark  that  the  latter  honorable  gentleman 
does  not  appear  on  this  occasion  to  have  made 
use  of  some  observations  that  were  made  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  which  I  referred  to  yester- 
day.   The  honorable  gentleman  simply  suggested 
the  propriety  of  procMdiug  with  the  business  on 
the  Order  Paper,  and  stated  that  there  was  no 
one  who  would  fall  more  naturally  into  the  place 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  than  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall. 
I  followed  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  and  stated  that 
I  would  not  oppose  the  proposal  to  proceed  with 
the  Orders  of  the  day,  provided  it  were  under- 
stood that  matters  likely  to  involve  the  policy 
of  the  Qovemment,  or  to  lead  to  much  differ- 
ence of   opinion  amongst  ourselves,  should  be 
postponed  till  a  representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  present.     Nothing  more  took  place 
upon  the  subject,  and,  with  the  general  concur- 
rence of  honorable  members,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall 
proceeded  to  take  his  place  upon  the  Government 
benches,  and  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  Go- 
vernment.   Now,  it  is  quite  clear — and  I  do  not 
think  any  honorable  member  will  attempt  to  con- 
trovert the  assertion — ^it  is  quite  clear  that  upon 
this  occasion  there  was  a  distinct  understanding 
that  no  business  involving  questions  of  policy,  or 
upon  which  serious  discussion  would  arise,  should 
engage  the  attention  of  the  Council.    That  can- 
not for  a  moment  be  doubted.     It  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  distinct  understanding;  and,  when  an 
honorable  member  makes  such  an  offbr  to  the 
Council,  I  regard  it  as  I  would  regard  an  offer 
made  in  private  life.    That  being  the  undoubted 
state  of  the  case,  I  now  proceed  to  the  next  step. 
On  Thursday,  we  had  disposed  of  various  mat- 
ters on  the  Order  Paper,  when,  in  the  course  of 
business,  yon.  Sir,  called  upon  the  next  Order  of 
the  day,  which  was  the  Public  Works  Bill.    The 
Hon.  Mr.  HaU  then  got  up  in  his  place,  and  ex- 
pressed his  readiness  to  proceed  with  the  Bill 
if  the  Council  desired  that  he  should  do  so. 
Evidently  he  regarded  it  as  being  of  a  some- 
what different  character  from  the  other  mat- 
ters which  had  engaged  the  attention  of  Uie 
Council;  and  so  fi&r  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  undoubtedly  correct.      A  discussion  arose 
upon  this  question  forthwith.    I  cannot  exactly 
remember    whether   many   honorable   members 
spoke  upon  the  subject,  but  I  have  a  veiy  distinct 
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mitfmbmiieeof  the  nature  of  the  discoastou  itself, 
in  which  I,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  and 
KNoe  other  honorable  members  took  part.  It 
vM  objected  that  the  BOl  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
oBcded  with  in  the  aboence  of  a  Ministerial  repre- 
MBtstiTe,  as  it  involTcd  the  most  important 
ooestaoD  of  paUio  poHey  before  the  Council  at 
that  time.  It  had  not  been  oonsidered  elsewhere, 
sad  a  great  amount  of  discassion  was  likeljr  to 
sris».  These  weie  the  objections  urged  against 
proeeeding  with  the  Bill;  and  after  they  had 
been  urged,  the  matter  was  put  to  the  Tote,  when, 
bf  the  castinc  Tote  of  the  Speaker,  it  was  decided 
to  eantinne  the  discussion.  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
a  iiogle  word  to  aggrarate  any  honorable  mem- 
ber in  this  discussion ;  but  I  think  honorable 
gentlemen  will  reoogniie  that  there  was,  in  the 
tbe  lint  ease,  a  distinct  understanding  that  qucs- 
tioDs  affecting  the  policy  of  the  Qorernment,  and 
qiKitioBS  calculated  to  create  considerable  discus- 
non,  should  not  be  brought  forward,  and  that 
afterwards  that  agreement  was  broken.  I  shall 
«T  no  more ;  but  I  think  those  two  facts  cannot 
ftil  to  put  me  right,  and  those  with  whom  I  am 
scdng,  in  the  estimation  of  honorable  members. 

Ths  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— Sir,  if  no  other 
bononble  members  desire  to  address  the  Council, 
I  ihall  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  suligect.  I 
think,  first  of  all,  it  would  be  well  to  refer  to  one's 
fenner  undentanding.  After  baring  looked  over 
tbe  report  tiiat  spj^ars  in  Hatuardt  I  hold  it 
cDttrdy  bean  out  the  riew  which  I  expressed  last 
night  in  Committee,  and  which  is  rery  nearly 
identical  with  that  which  the  honorable  member 
vho  latdy  represented  the  Gh>Temment,  Mr. 
HsU,  has  expressed  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
Tbe  honorable  gentleman  placed  himself  in  the 
hands  of  the  Council ;  but  questions  which  in- 
Tolved  the  policy  of  the  GoTemment,  and  clauses 
of  Bills  which  inTolved  the  policy  of  the  G-OYem- 
ment,  he  waa  willing  to  postpone.  That  is  the 
eourse  which,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  the  honorable 
nembar  adopted  during  the  extremely  long  dis- 
euisions  that  have  taken  place  upon  the  few 
dsnMs  which  were  under  consideration  during 
tbe  two  last  eTening  sittings  of  last  week,  and  on 
Monday  erening.  I  altogether  dissent  from  the 
new  tint  the  action  whicn  has  been  taken  in  any 
way  infringea  the  understanding,  so  far  as  I  com- 
prehend the  term,  into  whidi  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall 
entered  on  Wednesday  afternoon  :  for  it  will  be 
nmembered  that  the  erening  sittings  of  Thurs- 
day, Friday,  and  Monday  were  nearly  all  occupied 
with  the  eonsiderAtion  of  a  Tery  few  clauses  of 
the  Public  Works  Bill.  If  my  recollection  senres 
me  right,  the  Committee  on  Thursday  ailernoon 
began  tbe  consideration  of  the  Bill  at  clause  89, 
laa  in  the  course  of  three  eyening  sittings  it 
sirired  at  clause  111.  The  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  just  rat  down  complained  that  large 
qoestions  of  policy,  and  clauses  contained  in  a 
Bill  of  rery  great  importance,  were  being  treated 
m  a  manner  contrary  to  the  understanding 
which  had  preyiously  been  arrired  at,  to  tho 
dTect  that  serious  aueslions  of  policy  which 
were  contested  should  be  postponed.  If  any 
bonorable  members  will  look  at  tho  alterations 
■ade,  and  remember  the  debates  on  the  Tarious 


clauses  as  they  came  forward  in  succession,  they 
will  see  that  the  alterations  are  of  rery  little 
importance,  are  mostly  as  to  matters  of  detail, 
do  not  in  any  way  iuTolve  questions  of  pri- 
Tilege,  and  did  not  deserve  the  yery  prolonged 
consideration  given  to  them,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  given.  The  Council  will  very  well 
remember  that  these  questions  were  debated,  not 
merely  clause  by  clause,  not  merely  paragraph 
by  paragraph,  or  subsection  by  subsection,  but 
almost  lino  by  line ;  and  they  will  remember  that 
the  very  few  members  who  apparently  combined 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  Bill  in  that  way 
seemed  to  hail  with  delight  any  question  that 
aroso  which  was  likely  to  lead  to  a  general  discus- 
sion on  the  most  trivial  points.  The  impression 
left  upon  the  minds  of  members  of  the  CounoU 
was,  not  that  any  great  constitutional  question 
was  being  fought  out,  but  that  some  little  matter 
of  personal  pique  instigated  certain  members  of 
the  Council  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  Bill, 
till  a  certain  amount  of  unpleasantness — I  might 
almost  say  insult— was  inflicted  upon  the  honor- 
able member  who  represented  the  Government. 
The  action  taken  for  several  evenings  was  not  an 
action  which  is  very  common  in  this  Council; 
and  I  think  that  in  the  experience  of  any  honor- 
able member  it  will  be  found  that,  with  hardly 
an  exception,  questions  which  have  been  brought 
up  have  been  discussed  on  their  merits.  Some- 
times honorable  members  may  have  party  feel- 
ings in  considering  a  particular  question,  but  it 
is  very  rarely  indeed  that  any  except  new  mem- 
bers have  any  party  feelings ;  and  new  members, 
soon  after  coming  into  the  Council,  cease  to 
continue  to  hold  them.  The  general  rule  will 
apply  that  all  questions  are  considered  upon 
their  merits;  but  it  was  painfully  evident  that 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion  which  occured 
on  the  clauses  to  which  I  have  referred  on  the 
nights  I  have  mentioned,  debate  was  not  raised 
at  all  upon  questions  of  principle  or  upon  the 
merite  of  the  Bill,  but  simply  upon  matters  of 
personal  pique.  Honorable  members  who  carried 
on  tho  opposition  to  these  clauses  professed  to  re- 
present the  views  of  the  Council;  but  upon 
different  occasions,  when  they  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  testing  that,  they  very  carefully  ab- 
stained, in  a  manner  which  was  very  stingingly 
referred  to  last  night,  from  teking  the  decision 
of  the  Committee.  Tho  honorable  member  who 
sat  down  just  now  referred  to  this  understanding 
as  being  binding  on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  on  the 
one  part,  and  on  the  persons  who  accepted  it  on 
the  other.  But,  Sir,  who  accepted  that  under- 
standing? Surely  my  honorable  friend  Mr. 
Waterhouse  does  not  profess  to  stand  forward 
as  representing  the  Council  upon  such  an  occa- 
sion. I  apprehend,  as  I  said  last  night  in  Com- 
mittee, that  each  individual  member  might  agree 
to  an  understanding  to  a  greater  or  less  ext>ent, 
as  he  pleased ;  ond  the  result  of  the  understand- 
ing of  tlie  Council,  and  the  nature  of  the  agree- 
ment, could  very  easily  bo  tested  by  a  division : 
and  any  decision  thus  arrived  at  would  at  once 
Ascertain  whether  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  wos  really 
carrying  out  the  pledge  ntliich  he  had  given 
individually    to   agree   to    the    wishes   of   the 
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Council  and  to  be  gaided  by  them.  The  con- 
dttflion  to  which  I  uiink  most  of  the  members 
of  the  Coonoil  must  hare  come  upon  this  subject 
.is  that  reallj  it  was  not  so  mueh  a  profound 
belief  that  a  departure  had  been  made  nom  the 
general  understanding  which  had  been  oome  to  ; 
but  some  minor  circumstances  which  mij^ht  hare 
created  an  undercurrent  of  feeling  which  had 

f reduced  the  action,  the  obstructive  action — 
may  be  pardoned  for  calling  it  obstmctire — I 
say  so  because  I  belieye  it  —  which  marked 
the  conduct  of  honorable  members.  Sir,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  digressing  from  this  question 
to  one  more  special  to  myself.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Bobinson  the  other  eyening  charged  me  with 
having  been  similarly  obstructive  in  respect  to 
a  different  matter  upon  a  former  occasion ;  but  he 
spoke  in  so  good-humoured  a  tone  that  no  one 
oould  take  onenoe  at  his  strictures.  I  think,  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  been  in  the  Council 
constantly  and  regularly  during  the  debate  on  the 
New  Zealand  University  Bill,  he  would  have  seen 
that  the  opposition  was  to  certain  clauses  only ; 
and  after  having  debated  the  2nd  and  3rd  clauses, 
and  a  new  clause,  a  single  division  was  taken 
on  each,  and  I  withdrew  all  further  opposition. 
I  think.  Sir,  that  is  a  very  different  course  from 
deliberately  obstructing  a  Bill  by  opposing  not 
only  elause  after  clause,  but  section  after  section 
and  line  after  line,  and  discussing  a  question  for 
it  might  be  an  hour.  Probably  if  the  honorable 
member  had  been  in  his  place,  and  not  flitting 
about  backwards  and  forwards  from  the  Council 
Chamber  to  other  plaoes,  he  might  have  seen 
that  the  parallel  did  not  hold.  The  truth  is  that 
the  honorable  member  had  been  like  a  lovely, 
gay  humming-bird,  flitting  about  from  flower  to 
lower,  sipping  honey  from  each,  and  has  been 
spasmodic  and  intermittent  in  his  attendance  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  or  he  would  have  observed 
that  the  opposition  which  he  censures  was  only 
with  reaara  to  certain  principal  points,  and  was 
not  at  au  of  a  factious  character.  I  do  not  mean 
to  blame  the  honorable  member  for  not  being 
constantly  in  the  Council.  There  might  be  other 
places  in  which  he  might  find  greater  attraction, 
even  as  a  humminff-bird  might  find  the  honey 
sipped  from  one  flower  much  more  attractive 
than  that  sipped  from  another.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman's  attendanoe  here  had  been  more  re- 
gular, he  would  have  noticed,  in  respect  to  that 
matter  to  which  he  had  referred,  that  there  was 
nothing  more  than  legitimate  opposition  to  the 
Bill.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  should  say  much 
more  with  regard  to  the  action  that  hss  been 
taken,  if  it  were  not  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  just  addressed  the  Council  upon  a  former 
occasion  applied  an  expression  to  my  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Hall  which  I  think  he  was  not  jus- 
tified in  using.  I  was  not  present  at  the  time, 
but  I  find  from  the  report  that  he  charged  the 
honorable  member  with  a  breach  of  faith,  and 
complained  of  having  been  entrapped,  which,  I 
submit,  he  was  not  justified  in  doing.  And  I 
further  say  that,  if  he  supposed  such  an  accusa- 
tion really  would  hold,  he  showed  a  very  con- 
siderable amount  of  bad  taste  in  referring  to  it  in 
such  a  way ;  because  it  appears  to  me,  Sir,  if  any 


member  of  this  Council  is  bound  to  talk  in  mo- 
derate and  forbearing  language  it  is  that  honor- 
able ffentleman,  when  he  considers  that  he  moat 
of  all  the  members  of  this  Council  is  indebted  to 
the  Council  for  the  forbearance  it  has  shown 
towards  himself  in  reference  to  action  of  his  that 
mieht  have  laid  him  open  to  very  severe  remarks 
ana  caustic  criticism.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man, at  all  events,  should  not  be  too  ready  to 
take  up  reproach  against  another  honorable  mem- 
ber, even  if  he  supposed  he  was  open  to  criticism. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBB.— Sir,  I  had 
hoped  we  should  not  have  had  this  discussion 
to-day.  Last  night  I  deprecated  its  renewal, 
and  honorable  gentlemen  will  give  me  at  least 
credit  for  having  been  sincere  when  I  said  then 
that  I  hoped  that  would  be  an  end  of  it.  How- 
ever, the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  has  his  own 
reasons  for  bringing  the  matter  forward,  and  I 
had  intended  to  have  allowed  him  to  be  answered 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  if  he  had  any  answer ;  and 
if  not,  to  have  let  the  subject  drop.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  did  not  take  up  the  glove  himself,  but 
put  forward  another  champion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man is  mistaken.  I  intend  to  address  the  Council 
before  the  debate  closes. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBB.— The  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  did  not  pick  up  the  glove  himself,  but 
another  champion  came  forwaM  for  him ;  and, 
we  have  been  treated  to  a  speech  which,  I  am 
thankful  to  say,  has  very  seldom  been  equnJled  in 
this  Council  for  irritating — I  will  not  use  the 
word  "offensive" — but  irritating  and  unpleasant 
remarks  about  other  honorable  gentlemen,  and 
a  series  of  imputations  of  motives  which  the 
honorable  gentleman,  in  my  opinion,  had  not  the 
smallest  rignt  to  make.  Last  night  the  honorable 
gentleman  made  a  speech  of  a  somewhat  similar 
character,  and  I  took  no  notice  whatever  of  his 
remarks.  Several  honorable  gentlemen  asked  me 
why  I  allowed  them  to  pass  without  any  observa- 
tions; and  I  said  because  I  hoped,  by  showing 
moderation  myself,  that  I  might  induce  tbat 
honorable  gentleman  to  desist  from  a  course 
which  has  recently  become  very  disagreeable, 
and  which  he  appears  to  me  to  be  continually 
adopting.  For  that  reason,  I  took  no  notice 
of  the  remarks,  however  unpleasant  to  me,  he 
made  last  night,  and  passed  on  and  answered  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall.  To-oay  eeveral  honorable  mem- 
bers showed  him,  I  think,  while  he  was  speaking, 
that  what  he  was  saying  was  disagreeable  to 
them.  One  or  two  proposed  to  interrupt  binii 
but  he  has  been  allowed  to  say  all  he  had  to  say. 
I  only  hope  he  may  not  be  answered  in  the  same 
tone  as  he  has  spoken.  I  wish  to  draw  his  atten- 
tion to  this  circumstance:  that  perhaps  he  has 
no  idea  himself  how  offensive  were  some  of  the 
advice  he  gave  and  some  of  the  remarks  he  made. 
For  instance,  he  has  been  lecturing  us  upon  our 
bad  taste,  upon  our  personal  pique,  and  upon  our 
obstructive  action,  upon  being  banded  together, 
taking  action  not  based  upon  principle,  and  lo  on. 
Now,  in  all  he  has  said,  if  he  only  said  it  to  an- 
noy and  afiVont,  I  should  at  another  time  not 
have  ollowed  his  remsrks  to  pass  in  this  Council 
without  challenging   them,  and  requesting  the 


1876.]       FerMonalSxplanaiion.      [COTTNOlL.]  Pertonal  Explanation.  d 


Speaker  to    interfere;    because,  if  our  discus- 
lione  are  to  asfume  that  character,  two  can  play 
at  that,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  can  be 
answered  in  the  same  wa^  if  it  is  desirable.    But 
B8  1  think  it  is  not  desirable,  I  hope  the  good 
sense  of  the  Council  will  stop    the  honorable 
gentleman.    I  have  had  several  oooaaione  this 
session   to   complain  of  the  way  in  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  spoken,  sometimes  per- 
sonally towards  myself,  and  sometimes  towards 
other  people.    But  the  honorable  gentleman  says 
these  things  in  an  unimpassioned  quiet  tone  that 
does  not  suggest  at  first  that  he  speaks  from  any 
Tery  strong  feeling ;  and  it  is  not  until  now,  when 
it  has  got  so  bad,  that  I  am  obliged  to  complain. 
The  honorable  gentleman  should  remember  that 
humour  is  not  given  to  every  one.    Wit  would 
not  be  valued  if  it  were  epidemic  upon  the  popu- 
lation; and  awkward  stilted  jokes  from  people 
with  no  sense  of  humour  are  exceedingly  dis- 
agreeable.   I  daresay  the  Hon.  Mr.  ^binson 
knows  how  to  give  the  honorable  member  an 
answer  that  may  suit  him,  but  he  was  making 
some  little  jokes  about  my  honorable  friend.    I 
take  some  of  those  little  jokes  to  affect  myself. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson  has  possibly  offended 
the  honorable  gentleman  by  going  out  occasion- 
ally to  smoke  or  do  something  else  when  one  of 
those  extraordinarily  long,  wearisome,  and  mono- 
tonous speeches  about  the  University  Bill  were 
being   made   by    the   honorable    gentleman.     I 
have  no  doubt  he  did  do  so,  and  I  have  done 
so  too ;  and  in  fiict,  whenever  I  hear  the  honor- 
able gentleman  on  that  and  one  or  two  kindred 
subjects  in  which  I  do  not  usually  interest  myself 
very  much,  I  also  go  out  and  wait  until  he  is 
done.    There  is  no  great  harm  in  that.    Every- 
body has  not  got  so  versatile  a  mind  as  to  be  able 
to  give  useful  attention  to  every  subject  that  can 
possibly  be  brought  before  Parliament ;  and  some- 
tunes  we  can  consider  what  we  are  going  to  do 
about  something  else  better  in  another  room, 
where  we  are  not  disturbed  by  a  speech  upon  a 
subject  with  which  we  are  not  acquainted  ;  and  I 
have  very  often  gone  away  on  that  account.    I 
am  not  aware  that  there  was  any  combined  action 
in  this  matter  at  all.    There  was  certainly  no  op- 
position in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word  '*  opposi- 
tion."   There  was  no  doubt  a  great  inclination  to 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  proceeded  with.    The  honor- 
able member  says  we  ought  to  have  b^en  eatirfied 
with  one  division.    We  were  not  satisfied  with 
one  division;   we  took  a  great  many  divisions, 
and  once  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouee  declined  to 
divide.    There  was  only  one  division  that  I  am 
aware  of  that  he  declined  to  take,  and  that  par- 
ticular division  was  not  taken,  not  because  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  and  those  who  were  of  the 
same  opinion  were  afraid  to  divide,  but  for  a 
totally  different  reason.    It  was  because  quite  a 
different  issue  was  raised — an  issue  which  was 
raised  by  the  last  speaker,  and  thrown  down  on 
the  floor  of  the  House ;  and  we  were  challenged 
to  vote  upon  a  subject  which  had  no  relation 
whatever  to  that  which  had  engaged  our  attention 
before.    What  we  were  asked  to  vote  upon  was 
whether  or  not  the  Council  approTed  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall.     That  honorable  gentleman  made  an 
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appeal  to  ns  about  his  long  services,  and  asked  us 

whether  we  were  or  were  not 7- 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man is  not  correct.  I  made  no  appeal  about  my 
long  services.  I  beg  he  will  be  accurate  when 
speaking  of  me.    I  md  not  make  any  appeal. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB.— The  honor* 
able  gentleman  said — and  I  think  the  recollec- 
tions of  other  honorable  gentlemen  will  bear  me 
out — that  he  had  been  twenty  years  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— Hear,  hear. 
'  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB.— Am  I  cor- 
rect in  Sluing  that  was  not  a  long  service  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL. — I  never  made  any 
appeal  on  account  of  my  services.  I  was  com- 
plaining that  something  had  been  done  to  me 
which  I  said  had  never  been  done  to  me  during 
the  twenty  years  I  had  sat  in  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB.— The  honor- 
able gentleman  may  not  call  that  an  appeal.  I 
say  the  honorable  gentleman  discoursed  for  some 
time  upon  a  matter  perfectlv  personal  to  himself, 
and  during  that  discourse  he  alluded  to  the  cir- 
cumstance— if  he  does  not  like  the  word  "  appeal " 
— that  he  had  sat  for  twenty  years  in  Parliament. 
He  did  not  intend  to  ask  honorable  gentlemen  to 
vote  on  the  subject,  but  to  vote  whether  or  not 
they  approved  of  him  in  the  action  he  had 
recently  taken.  During  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks he  had  said  he  would  first  go  on  with  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  which  was  all  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  had  asked  for.  So  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  probably  not  wishing  to 
express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  the  Uon.  Mr. 
Hall,  and  being  quite  satisfied  to  know  that  the 
Public  Works  Bill  was  not  going  to  be  proceeded 
with  until  the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill  was 
finished,  rose  in  his  place  and  said  that,  as 
he  appeared  to  have  gained  his  object,  he  would 
not  trouble  the  Council  to  take  a  vote.  Now 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  has  upon  several  occasions 
taunted  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  myself,  and 
others  who  have  voted  in  the  same  way,  with  not 
daring  to  take  up  the  challenge.  That  was  what 
he  calls  not  daring  to  take  up  the  challenge! 
Upon  what  one  clause,  and  upon  what  one  amend- 
ment, did  we  not  accept  the  challenge  ?  Some- 
times, to  save  time  when  we  were  in  a  minority, 
we  did  not  challenge  a  diTision.  As  a  rule,  the 
divisions  were  challenged  by  the  other  side,  and 
as  a  rule  they  were  won  by  us,  and  the  majorities 
on  the  other  side  were  usually  one  or  two.  Every 
amendment  nearly  upon  which  we  put  any  stress 
has  been  carried,  and  the  clauses  which  we  wished 
to  amend  have  either  been  postponed  or  amended 
as  we  wished.  Consequently,  no  person  has  any 
right  to  say  that  our  arguments  had  no  reason  in 
them  at  flJl,  and  were  purely  advanced  for  the 
purpose  of  obstructing  the  business.  Our  desire 
was  to  be  careful  with  this  Bill,  and  very  careful ; 
because  until  last  night  we  did  not  know  that  the 
Q-OTcmment  would  be  responsible  for  the  conces- 
sions that  were  made.  If  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall 
agreed  with  us  in  an  amendment,  it  did  not 
follow  that  the  Government  would  support  it  in 
another  place.  Last  night  that  was  told  to  us, 
and  the  result  wa9  that  we  got  through  a  few 
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more  clauses  than  usual.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies 
said  that  the  clauses  over  the  discussion  of  which 
80  much  time  was  spent  ai^  very  unimportant 
clauses.  I  say,  on  the  contraiy,  that  thej  are 
the  most  important  clauses  in  the  Bill.  Thej 
are  clauses  which  touch  us,  and  as  to  which  our 
experience  would  be  most  useful.  Most  of  us 
being  country  residents,  and  having  had  con- 
siderable experience  of  Road  Boards  and  road 
matters,  having  every  year  to  put  our  hands 
pretty  liberally  into  our  pockets  to  promote  the 
traffic  of  our  neighbours,  they  were  just  the  very 
clauses  in  which  honorable  gentlemen  were  most 
likely  to  take  an  interest.  And  I  think  the  re- 
sult of  our  discussions  has  been  to  show  that  we 
did  understand  the  sulrject,  and  that  we  brought 
experience  to  bear,  which  the  drawer  of  the  Bill, 
however  successful  he  has  been  in  framing  it 
in  other  respects,  could  not  be  expected  to  have. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Menries  said  that  he  complained 
of  the  obstruction  at  the  time.  As  I  said  before, 
I  am  not  going  to  follow  him  in  imputing 
motives  or  giving  disi^'eeable  reasons  for  bis 
action.  But  I  have  this  to  say :  that  I  do  not 
think  one  amendment  was  brought  forward  or 
one  subject  raised  for  discussion  upon  which  that 
honorable  gentleman  did  not  speak  at  least  three 
times  as  long  as  any  other  member  of  the  Council. 
He  spoke  on  ever^jr  subject  without  fiikil,  and  with 
a  consistency  wmch,  I  think,  could  hardly  be 
exceeded ;  and  I  think  he  voted  sometimes  one 
way  and  sometimes  t^e  other.  If  there  was 
nothing  to  speak  about,  upon  what  ground  did 
the  honorable  gentleman  open  his  mouth  at  all  ? 
If  it  were  PO>^ly  ft  fisctious  opposition  to  the 
passing  of  that  Bill  and  those  clauses — if  it  were 
only  done  to  waste  time—why  did  the  honorable 
ffentleman  allow  himself  to  be  seduced  into 
following  our  example  ?  Why  did  he  speak  at  all 
if  there  was  nothing  to  speak  about?  If  our 
amendments  were  foolish,  and  only  proposed  for 
the  purpose  of  wasting  time,  why  dia  the  honor- 
able gentleman  throw  himself  into  the  frayP 
The  £ct  of  the  matter  was  that  there  was  some- 
thing to  argue  and  something  to  consider ;  and  I 
dare  say  that  in  one  or  two  iustanoes  we  were 
beholden  to  the  honorable  gentleman  for  the 
remarks  he  made  during  his  addresses  to  the 
Gouncil.  What  I  demur  to  is  not  to  his  speak- 
ing— he  has  a  right  to  speak  as  he  pleases,  and 
as  long  as  he  pleases— but  he  has  not  got  a  ri^ht 
afterwards  to  say  that  the  subjects  of  discussion 
were  puerile,  unworthy  of  attention,  only  raised 
for  an  obstructive  purpose,  and  to  delay  business, 
when  he  himself  entered  into  those  discussions 
upon  every  occasion.  I  hope  we  shall  not,  for 
the  future,  ML  into  the  habit  of  bringing  such 
accusations  as  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
brought  asainst  several  members,  chiefly  sitting 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  who  were  influenced 
only  by  a  desire  to  try  to  amend  and  improTc 
the  Public  Works  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Br.  GBACS.— I  would  like  to  say 
one  word  in  reply  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse's 
remark  that  toe  memory  of  honorable  members 
did  not  seem  to  serve  them  equally  well  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  I  was  present  during  the  whole 
timci  and  the  impreseum  upon  my  mind,  from 


what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  stated,  vras  that,  whereas 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  an  agreement 
had  been  entered  into,  that  impression  was  not  bo 
generally  entertained  by  the  Council.    I  noticed 
that,  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  was  explaining 
the  kind  of  charge  that  he  was  prepared  to  take 
of  G-overnment  business,  and  the  limitation  which 
he  would  put  to  his  responsibility,  he  said,  as  I 
thought  venr   cleveriy   qualifying   his   previous 
statement,  that  in  all  these  matters  he  would 
place  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  Council.      I 
therefore  understood  deariy  that  no  definite  com- 
pact, agreement,  or  understanding  had  been  en- 
tered into  by  the  Council  as  such.    That  was  the 
interpretation  I  put  upon  the  explanatory  lan- 
guage that  passed  between  honorable  members 
on  that  occasion.     For  my  own  part,  I  was  so 
desirous  that  the  public  business  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  that  1  was  certainly  no  party  to  any 
agreement  by  which  the  businese  of  the  country 
should  be  checked  for  what  appeared  to  me  to  be 
immaterial  reasons.    It  appeared  to  me  that  on 
the  Public  Works  Bills  no    serious  discussion 
ought  really  to  have  arisen.    There  was  no  great 
or  important  principle  at  stake ;  and  I  could  not 
understand  a  certain  warmth  of  feeling  which 
grew  out  of  it^  and  which  seems  to  have  lived  to 
this  moment.    I  could  not  trace  that  warmth  of 
feeling  at  all  to  the  special  gravity  of  the  por- 
tions of  the  Bill  which  we  were  at  the  time 
considering.    I  have  but  one  word  more  to  say 
with  reference  to  what  vras  stated  by  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore,  when   he  alleged  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had  made  an  appeal  to  this  Coun- 
cil when  he  alluded  to  his  twenty  years'  serrice  in 
Parliament.    It  is  only  fair  to  bear  in  mind  that 
such  reference  was  essentially  collateral — essen- 
tially an  unimportant  section  of  the  argument 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  submittea  to  the 
Council  at  the  time.    The  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse 
had  made  an  attai^  upon  the  honorable  gentle- 
man which  appeared  to  me  to    be    unusoally 
severe,  and  very  uncalled  for,  when,  dravring  a 
glowing  picture  of  the  virtues,  amiability,  busi- 
ness capacity,  and  modesty  of  demeanour  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  he  contrasted  his  conduct  of 
public  business  with  that  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall, 
m  a  manner  rather  unfavourable  to  the  latter. 
It  is  clear  to  me  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse 
overrated  the  whole  difficulty  of  the  position. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  in  replying  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  said, — 

"  Inasmuch  as  it  has  now  been  made  a  personal 
matter  between  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  me 
— inasmuch  as  it  had  been  alleged  practically, 
and  in  so  many  words,  tliat  I  am  not  fit  to  con- 
duct the  business  of  the  Council,  I  hope  that 
honorable  gentlemen,  in  order  to  relieve  me  from 
such  a  position,  will  allow  this  matter  to  go  to 
a  division,  in  order  that  I  may  know  whether  I 
am  to  receive  the  support  of  the  Council  or  not." 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.^Hear. 

•The  Hon.  Dr.  GRA.CE.  —  My  honorable 
friend  says  "  Hear."  I  would  draw  his  attention 
to  this  fact :  that,  for  all  practical  business  pnr- 
poses,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  merely  stated  that  he 
had  been  twenty  years  in  this  Legislature  without 
any  such  attack  having  been  made  upon  him. 


1876.]      JP0r$(mal  \Eiffplanaiion.      [COUNCIL.]         F^PMonal  HhpVmatitm.         11 


now  was  it  poMible  for  the  Hon.  l£r.  Hall  to 
oondoot  the  oasineae  of  this  Counoii  without  re- 
ceiving reasonable  support,  under  such  oircum- 
aUnces  ?  I  only  address  myself  to  the  subject  for 
the  sake  of  making  it  clear,  and  in  justice  to  the 
HoQ.  lir.  Hall.  My  honorable  and  gallant  friend 
said  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menxies  had  taken  excep- 
tion to  honorable  members  leaving  the  Council. 
X  will  draw  his  attention  to  tliis  £Mt:  that  when 
tiae  Municipal  Corporations  Bill  came  on  at  the 
desire  of  honorable  members  on  the  other  side, 
I  looked  ronnd,  and  I  found  that  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  had  advocated  the  .consideration 
of  the  Bill  had  gone. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBS.— X  was  not 
away. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GBACE.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man amongst  others  was  gone. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBB.— X  was  here 
the  whole  time. 

•The  Hon.  Dr.  aBACE.— After  that  emphatic 
statement,  all  1  can  say  is  that  my  eyes  are  at 
fault  s  X  did  not  see  the  honorable  gentleman. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  I  merely  wish  to  point  oat  that 
considerable  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Council  to  induce  it  to  discontinue  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Public  Works  Bill,  and  go  into  the 
consideration  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  in  a  considerate  manner, 
acceded  to  that  request ;  but  those  who  ought  to 
have  been  present  to  consider  the  Bill  were  not 
here.  X  then  eot  up  and  moved  that  the  first 
clause  of  the  Bill  might  be  read,  so  as  to  give 
time.  X  then  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who  appeared  to  be 
interested  in  the  Bill  were  not  present  to  discuss 
it  X  said  I  was  not  prepared  to  go  on  with  that 
measure,  and  must  deioUne  all  responsibility  for  a 
measure  which  X  was  not  prepared  to  consider. 
I  say,  then,  in  a  sort  of  justice  to  honorable  mem- 
bers all  ronnd,  that  there  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  miiconoeption  with  regard  to  the  whole  of  this 
matter  i  and  X  do  not  thmk  there  has  been  suffi- 
cient cause  for  my  honorable  friends  to  make  so 
much  of  it  as  they  have  done. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAIH).— X  do  not  wish  to 
'prolong  this  disoossion  unnecessarily,  bat  X  would 
like  to  add  a  word  with  regard  to  what  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouae  haa  said  in  reference  to 
what  he  oonsidered  the  appeal  made  by  the  Hon. 
Kr.  Hall  to  the  Conncil.  Xf  X  remember  righthr, 
the  honorable  ffentleman's  statement  was  made  m 
ooBse^nenoe  of  some  severe  remarks  made  regard- 
iDA  hun  hy  some  honorable  members.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  said  he  had  been  entrapped 
^U  the  honorable  member  $  and  he  (the  Hon.  Mr. 
ukll)  said  that  he  had  been  twenty  years  in  Par- 
liament, and  that  such  a  charge  had  never  before 
been  made  against  him.  Xt  was  not  an  appeal 
made  by  him  to  the  Connoil,  but  a  charge  had 
been  made  against  him  which  had  never  been 
made  before.  X  hope  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore 
will  excose  me  for  pointing  out  what  seeme  to  me 
to  be  an  inoonaistenoy  in  liis  speech.  He  began 
his  ij^h  by  saying  that  there  was  no  pttty 
oppontion,  and  that  po  agreement  had  been 
made ;  and  further  on  he  says,  "  The  divisions 
vere  won  by  m  wnd  by  the  ^vgOBiMto  on  ow  pde." 


Tho  Hon.  Colonel  WHXTMOBB.— The  mem- 
bers who  take  the  same  views  usually  sit  on  one 
side  of  tlie  Council,  and  those  who  took  diiTer- 
ent  views  appeared  to  be  on  the  other  side.  X 
particularly  explained  that  there  was  no  compact; 
and  when  I  talked  about  "  we,"  X  meant  we  who 
sit  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  ACIM.ND.~The  amendments 
that  were  proposed  were  necessary  in  some  caset, 
and  even  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  himself  said  ^en 
they  were  very  good  amendments.  As  to  the 
discussion  upon  the  Public  Works  Bill  being  a 
discussion  between  the  Government  and  honor* 
able  members,  it  was  nothing  of  the  sort.  The 
greatest  discussion  of  all  was  upon  the  subject  ol 
windmills,  and  honorable  numbers  took  opposite 
views  during  that  discussion.  There  certainly 
was  no  appearance  of  the  Council  taking  up  one 
side  as  against  the  Government.  X  wiU  just 
make  one  other  remark  in  defence  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Mensies.  Xt  haa  been  said  that  he  spok« 
three  times  as  much  as  any  other  honorable 
member.  X  may  be  very  mudi  mistakeut  but  X 
certainly  do  not  think  that  what  the  honorable 

Sntleman  said  on  that  BiU  was  more  than  tha 
on.  Colonel  Whitmore  had  said  himself. 
The  Hon.  Captom  FBASBB.— Xt  appeari  W 
me  that  we  are  wasting  a  good  deal  of  time  upon 
this  matter,  and  X  am  afraid  to  say  anything  lest 
X  should  make  the  same  mistake  which  other 
honorable  members  have  faUen  into.  X  think  we 
ought  to  be  all  satisfied  with  what  has  been  said. 
It  is  quite  clear  that  there  has  been  some  miir 
understanding  between  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waters 
house  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  HaU.  Xt  was  under- 
stood that  we  should  not  proceed  with  any  difli* 
cult  clauses  of  the  BUI.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  was  under  that  impression,  no  doubt* 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  did  not  view  the  matter  in 
tiie  same  light  as  the  honorable  gentleman,  and 
henoe  this  unfortunate  misunderstanding,  which 
is  very  much  to  be  regretted.  X  think  it  would 
be  much  better  not  to  say  one  word  more  abont 
the  matter. 

•  The  Hon.  Hr.  BONAB.— X  am  not  gcong  to 
occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  Council  in  dis- 
cussmg  this  matter;  but  as  a  charge  has  been 
made  against  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  wiUi  re^rd  to 
the  conduct  of  the  business,  X  think  it  is  only 
right  that  members  of  the  Conncil  who  were 
present  should  express  their  opinion  as  to  what 
was  the  nature  of  this  understanding  which  WM 
supposed  to  have  been  entered  into.  X  thought 
possibly  this  discussion  would  not  have  arisen  i 
that  all  causes  of  irritation  which  undoubtedly 
did  exiit  had  been  removed  last  evenino,  and  that 
this  matter  would  not  have  again  anion.  The 
whole  thing  seems  to  have  been  a  misunderstand- 
ing as  to  the  terms  on  which  ihe  business  of  this 
Council  was  to  be  •  carried  on.  That  is  how  I 
understand  tho  matter.  The  real  question  is  Bot 
as  to  the  words  used.  The  words  were  stated  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  very  fiiirly  as  they 
appear  in  Haii$ardt  and  as  we  understand  them. 
The  only  question,  therefore,  seems  to  be  whether 
that  nnderstanding  was  carried  out,  and  whether 
it  was  canied  out,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse 
pointed  out  iMt  night»  aol  only  aooording  to  th« 
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letter,  but  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  in- 
tended. That  is  the  question  we  hare  before  us 
now,  and  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  not 
introduce  any  other  matter  of  irritation  than 
what  has  arisen  already.  Speaking  for  myself, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  only  business  gone  on 
with  since  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  undertook  charge 
of  the  Gh}Ternment  business  has  been  such  as  was 
of  no  importance — of  no  vital  importance  politi- 
cally, or  upon  which  there  was  no  serious  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  principle  between  members 
of  this  Council.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  only 
question  which  appears  to  have  been  fought  was 
the  matter  contained  in  the  Public  Works  Bill, 
and  that,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore,  was  more  a  matter  of  detail,  and 
one  relating  to  which  many  of  us  had  much 
experience  m  the  working  of  local  institutions. 
Hie  matters  referred  to  were  such  as  we  were 
oertainly  able  to  give  valuable  opinions  on, 
Ibunded  upon  our  knowledge  and  experience  -, 
and  they  were  not  such  questions  as  required 
to  be  held  over  as  questions  of  large  Q-OYem- 
ment  policy.  I  think  they  were  but  questions 
of  detail;  and  the  divisions  which  haye  taken 
place  in  this  Council  prove  that  they  were 
matters  upon  which  there  was  no  Government 
policy  at  stake.  We  had  members  from  all  sides 
of  the  ^ouse  voting  in  different  directions  upon 
each  separate  amendment ;  and,  as  I  understood 
last  night  from  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  and 
many  of  those  honorable  members  around  me, 
they  were  voting  really  upon  the  merits  of  the 
question  under  discussion,  in  order  to  make  the 
fiiU  as  perfect  a  one  as  it  possibly  could  be  made, 
more  especially  as  the  Bill  had  been  first  intro- 
duced into  the  Council.  But  no  real  (question  of 
policy  was  at  stake,  because  the  question  of  the 
policy  of  the  Bill  had  been  already  decided  on  the 
second  reading.  Therefore  I  feel  that  it  is  only 
justice  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  to  say  that,  as  far 
as  I  understand  the  arrangement  entered  into,  it 
had  been  most  faithfully  carried  out,  not  only  in 
the  letter,  but  also  in  the  spirit,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  wish  of  the  Council.  Of  course,  it  is  a 
matter  on  which  each  individual  can  form  an 
opinion ;  and,  if  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  thinks 
that  the  spirit  of  the  agreement  has  not  been 
carried  out,  his  understanding  of  the  agreement 
differs  very  much  from  mine. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON".— I  shall  not 
make  any  apology  for  troubling  the  Council  with 
a  few  words.  No  doubt  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies 
will  be  very  much  gratified  to  have  the  discus- 
sion prolonged,  and  he  may  take  credit  for  its 
proceeding  to  such  a  length,  on  account  of  the 
very  kind  remarks  he  felt  justified  in  makine. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Adand  has  just  stated,  with 
reference  to  a  remark  about  the  time  taken  up  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  on  all  occasions,  that  the 
amount  the  latter  said  was  not  at  aU  equal  to 
that  said  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore.  That 
I  perfectly  admit.  I  do  not  think  that  anything 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  says  is  at  all  equal  to 
what  the  Hon.  Colonel  Wlutmore  says ;  but  the 
only  difference  is  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies 
takes  six  times  as  long  to  say  it.  The  honora)>le 
gentleman^  in  the. course  of  this  debate,  has  re- 


ferred to  his  conduct  on  a  previous  occaaioD, 
with  reference  to  which  I  made  some  remarks 
about  his  obstructing  the  business  of  the  Council. 
He  told  us  that  when  the  University  Bill  waa 
before  the  Council  he  did  not  divide  on  this  or 
that  occasion.     Now,  he  certainly  did  divide  the 
Counril   several  times.      On  one  occasion    the 
division   was   17  against    8    for    the  honorable 
gentleman.      On  another  occasion  the  division 
was  11  against  6  for  the  honorable  gentleman ; 
yet  even  that  division  did  not  satisfy  him ;  and 
when  I  charged  him  with  recommitting  the  Bill, 
he   said  he  did  not  recommit  the  Bill.     The 
honorable  gentleman  was  quite  correct.    He  did 
not  indeed    move   to   recommit   the  Bill ;    but 
how  did  it  happen  ?     Honorable  gentlemen  will 
scarcely  credit  it ;    but,  according   to  his   own 
admission,   the    mistake    arose    from    his  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  forms  of  procedure.      My 
honorable  friend  Dr.  Grace  has  referred  to  com- 
parisons drawn  between  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  and 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen — whom  I  am  delighted  to 
see  in  his  place — but  not  with  regard  to  his  car- 
rying on  the  business  any  better  than  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall.    I  do  not  want  to  draw  any  oompai?- 
sons,  and  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  any  compari- 
sons have  been  drawn.    However,  I  think  the 
Hon.  Mr.  HaU  will  find  that  he  has  made  a  mis- 
take, and  we  have  not  found  him  so  friendly  on 
all  occasions  as  we  would  expect.    I  will  leave 
the  Council  to  judge  of  the  good  taste  of  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies.    I  wiU 
only  say  that  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
take  it  into  his  head  to  gather  sweetness  from 
every  flower,  and  would  spend  a  little  more  time 
in  the  lobby,  the  House  would  be  a  great  gainer. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  a  single  subject  which 
comes  before  the  House  on  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  does  not  speak,  and,  if  he  possibly  can, 
half  a  dozen  times.    But  he  does  it  in  such  a 
smooth  sort  of  way  that,  unless  honorable  gentle- 
men are  taking  notice  particularly,  he    might 
speak  once  or  twice  without  anybody  being  aware 
of  it.    The  Hon.  Dr.  Ghrace  also  said,  with  refer- 
ence to  a  few  words  that  fell  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  as  to  what  took  place  on  another 
occasion,  that  we  were  really  calling  into  question 
the  ability  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  to  conduct  the 
business  of  the  House.    But  I  must  say  that  on 
one  or  two  divisions  the  real  question  has  not 
been  submitted  to  the  House.    The  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall  has  on  one   or  two  occasions  stated  that 
he  would  look  upon  the  division  as  a  reflection 
upon  himself.    I  do  not  think  that  was  a  fair 
way  of  putting  it,  because,  if  I  thought  my  voting 
one  way  would  be  a  reflection  on  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall,  I  would  vote  in  another  direction  whether  it 
was  contrary  to  my  opinion  or  not.    But  this  was 
the  state  of  matters :  We  did  not  know  the  posi- 
tion we  were  in  till  last  night.    The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall 
will  recollect  that  when  the  question  arose  it  was 
altogether  on  constitutional  grounds  that  objec- 
tion was  taken  to  proceeding  with  the  Fablio 
Works  Bill  j  and  yet,  when  we  called  the  honor- 
able  gentleman's  attention  to  this,  and  stated  last 
night  that  we  had  not  any  one  in  the  Government 
or  with  sufficient  authority  to  proceed  with  a 
measure  of  this  kind,  the  honorable  gentleman 
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TOie  in  his  place,  and  told  as  that  he  had  neTer 
been  asked  the  question  whether  the  Ministry 
would  be  bound  bj  any  action  he  took  in  regard 
to  amendments  in  this  Bill.  I  say  that  we  ob- 
jected on  constitutional  grounds  that  we  had  no 
regularly  appointed  Minister  in  this  Council,  and 
'  that  to  my  mind  was  tantamount  to  the  question, 
Oan  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  take  this  responsibility  on 
himself  or  not  P  I  think  that,  if  we  had  been  for- 
tunate enough  at  an  eallier  period  to  hare  ob- 
tained the  intimation  we  receired  last  night,  all 
this  discussion  and  angry  recrimination  might 
hare  been  ayoided.  It  hifis  no  doubt  been  gratify- 
ing to  one  or  two  honorable  gentlemen  ;  because 
there  are  some  people  who,  when  they  find  a  little 
sore,  are  never  satisfied  unless  they  are  probing  it 
with  a  stick.  I  would  recommend  those  honor- 
able gentleman  in  future  to  use  a  little  honey  in- 
stead of  vinegar. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  am  sorry  that  I  am 
unable  to  pass  over  this  occasion  without  making 
one  or  two  remarks.  But  I  oan  assure  the  Coun- 
cil that  they  will  be  as  few  as  possible,  and  that 
in  makine  them  I  shall  not  say  one  wonl  which  I 
can  avoid  to  cause  irritation  in  the  mind  of  any 
honorable  member.  I  must  first  set  right  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson,  who  said  there  were  one  or 
two  occasions  on  which  I  asked  the  Council  to 
Tota  on  personal  grounds. 

•  The  Son.  Mr.  BOBINSON.— I  said  it  was 
not  putting  the  question  fitirly; — that  if  the 
question  was  put  in  such  a  shape  as  to  reflect 
upon  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  in  any  way  whatever,  I 
would  certainly  vote  the  other  way,  even  con- 
trary to  zny  opinions. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— My  honorable  friend 
is  not  correct  in  saying  that  I  put  the  question  as 
a  personal  matter  on  more  than  one  occasion.  I 
put  it  in  that  way  on  one  occasion  in  which  I  had 
hoped  a  vote  would  be  taken,  but  on  which  no 
vote  was  taken ;  and  I  did  so  because  I  thought  it 
was  a  question  of  confidence.  It  was  impossible 
for  me  to  do  otherwise  with  any  due  respect  to 
mjrself  or  to  the  Council  in  which  I  sit.  I  do  not 
tlunk  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  requires  much  de- 
fence from  me ;  but  I  would  point  out  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson  was  incorrect  when,  in  refer- 
ring to  what  took  place  on  the  New  Zealand  Uni- 
versity Bill,  he  said  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies 
raised  the  same  question  over  and  over  again. 
The  question  raised  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  was  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  that  wmch  was  disposed  of  bemre — 
and  so  much  so  that  although  in  all  previous  divi- 
sions I  had  voted  against  the  honorable  member, 
in  the  last  division  I  voted  with  him.  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  take  any  notice  of  the  speech 
made  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore.  H!e  has 
made  one  or  two  references  to  myself  which  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  intended  to  be  irritating 
and  ofiensive,  but  I  think  the  Council  will  bear 
me  out  in  saying  that  it  is  not  necessarr  for  me 
to  take  any  notice  of  those  remarks.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterfaouse  has,  in  an  exoeedioely  tem- 
perate manner,  referred  to  the  misunoerstand- 
ing  which  appears  to  me  to  have  taken  place; 
and  I  will,  in  a  few  words,  and  in  the  same 
temperate  tone,  give  my  yiev  of  the  case.     I 


oan  only  say  that,  if  the  honorable  gentleman'a 
previous  references  to  the  subject  had  been 
made  in  anything  like  the  same  language,  we 
should  not  have  had  anything  like  the  unpleasant- 
ness of  the  last  few  days.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man complains  that  the  understanding  which  was 
entered  into,  when  I  undertook  to  occupy  tem- 
porarily the  place  of  my  honorable  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  has  not  been  adhered  to — ^has 
been  broken.  The  arrangement,  as  I  understand 
it,  was  this:  that,  on  the  part  of  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  I  stated,  as  reported  in  Hattsard, — 

"He  (Mr.  Hall)  would  undertake  to  odnduct 
through  the  Council  the  formnl  business  of  the  Gk>- 
vemment — tlut  business  not  involving  questions 
of  policy,  and  upon  which  no  serious  discussion 
could  arise.  Any  question  involving  a  grave 
matter  of  policy  he  would  of  course  not  ask  the 
Council  to  proceed  with." 

Any  agreement  thus  made  could  only  be  an 
agreement  between  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  through 
myself,  and  the  Council ;  and  I  submit  that  it  was 
for  the  Council,  as  we  came  to  the  various  notices 
on  the  Order  Paper,  to  put  its  own  interpret*^ 
tion  on  what  that  agreement  required — to  decide 
whether  any  matter  was  a  grave  measure  of  policy, 
involving  serious  differences  of  opinion,  or  was 
a  matter  of  administration  or  detail,  which  we 
could  advantageously  discuss  in  the  absence  of 
the  Colonial  S^retaiy.  This  is  the  point  I  would 
beg  honorable  gentlemen  to  bear  in  mind :  that 
the  interpretation  of  this  understanding  neces- 
sarily rested  with  the  Council,  and  with  my  honor* 
able  friend  ;  so  far  as  the  Colonial  Secretary  was 
concerned,  I  communicated  with  liim  every  day, 
stating  what  business  was  to  oome  forward,  and 
taking  his  wishes  on  the  subject.    I  then  pro- 

Sosed  it  to  the  Council ;  and  if  it  appeared  to  the 
'ouncil  at  any  time  that  I  was  proposing  to  go 
on  with  business  in  contravention  oi  the  under- 
standing which  had  been  arrived  at,  then  I  say 
it  was  for  the  Council  to  say  so,  and  I  should 
at  once  have  taken  their  decision.  I  will  illus- 
trate the  case  by  referring  to  one  or  two  mea- 
sures that  did  come  before  us.  Take  the  Native 
Beserves  Bill.  I  at  once  proposed  we  should  not 
go  on  with  that  Bill  until  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen 
returned.  The  Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill  was  a 
measure  involving  questions  of  public  policy,  and 
was  likely  togive  rise  to  considerable  difference 
of  opinion.  Therefore  it  was  postponed  from  day 
to  day.  I  asked  my  honorable  friend  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Mantell  not  to  proceed  with  a  Bill  which 
was  in  his  charge — the  Oown  Bedress  Bill — 
until  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  able  to  appear 
in  his  place,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  not  done  so.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  the  Oold  Duties  Bill,  which  is  in 
charge  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar.  These  were 
measures  involving  questions  of  public  policy, 
and,  in  compliance  with  the  understanding  rer 
ferred  to,  were  postponed  until  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen  should  be  able  to  take  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion. But  we  did  agree  to  go  on  with  other 
Bills,  which  might  fainy  be  considered  to  in- 
volve questions  of  policy.  There  was  the  Post 
Office  dill,  providing  for  the  introduction  of  post: 
cards,  to  which  the  very  strongest  olgection  was 
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taken  in  aome  quarters.  Mj  honorable  friend 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  Baw  in  that  system  a 
means  of  sapping  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
every  family  in  the  country ;  and  ^et  that  was 
not  regarded  as  a  question  of  poUoy  which  re- 
quired to  be  postponed.  The  same  with  the 
Cromwell  Racecourse  Bill  That  Bill  did  not 
inTolre  a  question  of  public  policy,  it  is  true; 
but  there  was  a  Terr  wide  difference  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  it.  Then  there  was  the  Maori 
Bepresentation  Bill,  which  certainly  did  involve 
a  large  question  of  public  policy ;  but  the  Council 
agreed  to  proceed  with  it.  There  was  a  great 
difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  TIiAmes 
Water  Supply  Bill;  but  it  was  gone  on  with. 
The  two  important  Bills  which  it  is  now  necessary 
to  refer  to  were  the  Municipal  Corporations  BiU 
and  the  Public  Works  Bill.  Both  are  consoli- 
dating  Bills,  which  repeal  a  large  number  of 
existing  Acts,  and  re-enact  their  provisions  in 
a  more  concise  form.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man raised  no  objection  to  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Bill  being  proceeded  with  at  once. 
But  he  objected  to  the  Public  Works  Bill 
being  gone  on  with,  and  I  am  sure  honorable 
members  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  upon 
that  occasion  I  said  I  was  entirely  in  the  lumds 
of  the  Council.  I  said,  "  If  the  Council  will 
express  its  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  will  say  it 
if  not  desirable  to  go  on  with  this  measure,  I 
shall  acquiesce  most  cheerfully."  I  asked  my 
honorable  friend  opposite  if  he  would  adopt  the 
same  course— to  leave  it  to  the  Council,  and,  if 
the  Council  decided  against  him,  that  then  he 
should  offer  no  obstruction  of  an  unusual  cha- 
racter. On  that  occasion,  the  Council  expressed 
its  opinion  against  the  honorable  gentleman  by  a 
majority  of  one ;  and  as  he  did  not  think  it  de- 
sirable to  take  another  division  upon  the  BiU,  its 
consideration  was  proceeded  with.  I  think  I 
have  said  all  that  is  neoessarv  to  clear  myself 
from  the  imputation  of  having  broken  the  under- 
standing or  agreement  made  with  the  Council, 
and  therefore  I  shall  abstain  from  making  any 
further  remarks,  although  I  have  grievances  and 
oomplaints  which  I  might  reasonably  make.  I 
shall  abstain,  in  the  hope  that  the  present  un- 
pleasantness may  be  forgotten,  and  that  we  may 
return  to  that  harmonious  state  of  things  which 
has  hitherto  existed.  I  thank  members  of  this 
Council  for  the  support  they  have  accorded  me 
since  I  have  filled  the  place  of  my  honorable 
friend  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLL£N.--Honorable  gentle- 
men will  understand  me  when  I  say  that  I  have 
listened  to  tbis  discussion  with  considerable  pain. 
My  honorable  friend  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  has  said 
that  he  was  in  daily  communication  with  me  re- 
specting the  business  of  the  Council,  but  he  has 
not  said  that  he  did  not  inform  me  of  the  po- 
sition of  embarrassQient  in  which  he  was  placed 
in  this  Council  in  his  effort,  for  which  I  shall 
always  feel  grateful  to  him,  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  Gk>vemment  during  my  unavoid- 
able absence.  When  my  honorable  friend  under- 
took  to  conduct  the  business  in  the  Council  on 
my  behalf,  there  could  have  been  no  doubt  that 
(he  €h>venunent  made  itself  responaihle  for  the 


action  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  regarded 
his  proceedings  as  those  of  a  Minister,  and  for 
which  they  would  hold  themselves  accountable. 
But  when  my  honontble  friend  placed  him- 
self in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  as  ho  plainly 
stated,  there  should  have  been  no  cause  for 
dissatisfaction:  in  fact,  the  misunderstanding 
which  appears  to  have  arisen  might  have  been 
removed  at  once  by  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion on  the  part  of  the  Couuoil  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  particular  clause  or  Bill  did  or  did 
not  involve  a  question  of  policy.  I  do  not 
know  upon  what  particular  portions  of  the  Public 
Works  Bill  the  discussion  to  which  reference  has 
been  made  took  place  $  but  I  may  say,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  whole  Bill,  that,  witli  the  exception  of 
the  question  whether  or  not  a  consolidation  of 
the  laws  relating  to  public  works  was  desirable, 
there  is  no  portion  of  the  details  upon  wliich 
any  question  of  policy  can  be  said  to  hinge.  If 
there  had  been  any  such  question  arising  out  of 
any  particular  clause,  it  was  competent  for  the 
Council  to  express  its  opinion  by  a  definite  vote ; 
and  I  am  quite  sure  my  honorable  friend  would 
at  once  have  bowed  to  that  expression  of  opinion, 
and  postponed  the  consideration  of  the  clause. 
While  thanking  my  honorable  friend,  I  can  only 
express  my  regret  for  the  embarrassment  and 
trouble  which  I  have  brought  upon  him ;  and  I 
hope  that  the  unpleasantness  which  has  arisen 
wiU  terminate  with  the  present  discussion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  pur- 
posely introduced  this  subject  in  a  very  guarded 
manner,  because  I  was  anxious  not  to  say  a  word 
which  could  have  the  effect  of  embittering  the 
feeling  which  has  arisen  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  I  regret  that  the  feehng  which  animated 
me  was  not  shared  in  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  followed  me  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  who, 
instead  of  endeavouring  to  cast  oil  on  the  troubled 
waters,  sprinkled  vitriol  all  round.  I  will  not 
follow  the  honorable  gentleman  in  all  his  remarks, 
nor  will  I  endeavour,  in  anything  I  am  about  to 
say,  to  change  the  opinion  in  reference  to  this 
matter  at  which  he  has  already  arrived.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  three  evening  sittings  were  taken  up 
by  the  Council  in  oonsiderinff  twenty  or  thirty 
clauses  of  this  Bill,  endeavouring  to  show  thereby 
that  a  good  deal  of  time  had  been  wasted  in  ill- 
feeling.  Why,  the  very  fact  that  three  evening 
sittings  were  taken  up  in  the  consideration  of 
these  twenty  or  thirty  clauses  shows  that,  in  spite 
of  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  we  did  pro- 
ceed to  consider  questions  which  were  calculated 
to  create  serious  discussion.  The  honorable 
gentleman  has  likewise  said  that  I  should  be  veiy 
careful  not  to  say  anvthing  that  would  provoke 
honorable  members,  because,  as  he  observed,  no 
member  of  the  Council  had  laid  himself  more 
open  to  caustic  criticism  than  myself.  Sir, 
I  should  be  one  of  the  last  men  to  ask  for 
forbearance  from  the  members  of  this  Council 
if  I  felt  that  I  did  not  deserve  it.  If  I  hud  my- 
self open  to  caustic  criticism,  why  did  the  honor- 
able gentleman  not  discharge  his  duty  as  he  ought 
to  have  done,  and  pour  vials  of  wrath  upon  my 
head?    The  honorable  gentleman  considers  that 
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I  liid  myBelf  open  to  oaastio  critidtm,  because 
Bome  three  ^esra  and  a  half  ago  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  resign  my  position'  as  a  member  of  the 
QoTemment  to  which  I  belonged.  That  was  the 
only  occasion  upon  which  I  laid  myself  open  to 
eaastio  eriticism,  and  I  had  it  heaped  upon  me 
in  abundance.  Looking  at  the  ciroumstanoes 
now  at  a  distance  of  three  and  a  half  years,  I  do 
not  regret  the  course  I  adopted.  I  felt  myself  in 
a  £slse  position,  and  I  determined,  at  any  sacrifice 
of  pimte  friendship,  to  get  rid  of  that  nUse  posi- 
tion. I  may  have  been  wrong,  but  I  preferred 
my  own  freedom  and  independence  to  the  emolu- 
ments of  office  or  the  possession  of  power.  The 
honorable  gentleman  likewise  said  that  this  dis~ 
eoBsion  was  raised  upon  matters  of  personal 
pique,  and  that  there  were  minor  oiroumstanoes 
wlueh  produced  an  undercurrent  of  feeling.  All 
I  would  ask  is  that  the  honorable  geirtleman 
will  not  measure  other  people's  coin  by  his  own 
bushel. 

The  Hon.  ICr.  KENZEES.— I  did  not  say 
matters  of  personal  pique;    I  said  motires  of 

'^'rhe  ^OT.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSB.  —  I  took 
down  the  honorable  gentleman's  words,  and  he 
diatiBctly  said  *'  matters  of  personal  pique."  Bir, 
I  indignantW  deny  the  charge,  ana  I  call  upon 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  substantiate  it.  It 
is  a  basep calumnious  charge.  I  faare  always  been 
on  the  most  cordial  terms  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
HaQ ;  I  hare  always  been  the  first  to  support 
him ;  I  looked  up  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
with  great  respect  $  and,  if  he  will  permit  me  to 
say  it,  I  admire  him  for  the  thorough  ba<^bone 
he  has  got.  I  may  sometimes  take  exception  to 
a  eertain  stubbornness  of  character  which  he 
maniftsts,  but  I  admit  that  that  is  the  strength  of 
poblio  ehaiaoter.  When  tliis  matter  oame  up,  I 
took  exception  to  it  on  constitutional  grounds; 
and  it  was  upon  those  constitutional  grounds  that 
I  opposed  the  hononble  gentleman.  There  had 
noTer  been  any  difference  of  feeling  between  us ; 
and  I  regret,  no  one  more  than  myself,  that  in 
this  matter  there  should  have  been  any  diffor- 
enoe  oi  feeline  between  us.  With  reference  to 
the  remarks  of  other  honorable  memben,  I  have 
brought  up  this  matter  simply  to  set  mjrself  right 
with  the  public.  I  bave  shown  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  undentanding  arrived  at,  and  I 
hare  referred  to  the  proceraings  in  Committee, 
which  commenced  this  matter ;  and  I  leare  it  to 
the  public  who  care  to  make  themselres  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  and  who  read  Hatuard,  to  de- 
cide whether  I  have  been  right  or  whether  I  hare 
been  wrong.  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion 
that  the  Council  at  its  rising  do  adjourn  till  three 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Leare  given,  and  motion  withdrawn. 

DEBTOBS  AND  CBEDITOBS  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill, 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  moved,  That  the  BUI 
be  recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  reconsider- 
ing in  Committee  the  fitness  of  appointing  pro- 
yisional  trustees  to  act  in  the  administration  of 
bankrupt  ettatee^  instead  of  Begistrars  of  the 


Sopreme  Court  and  trustees  appointed  by  Begie- 
trara.  His  object  in  moving  for  the  recommittal 
of  the  Bill  was  this :  that  the  measure,  which  had 
undergone  a  large  amount  of  consideration,  should, 
when  passed  into  an  Act,  have  an  enduring 
character,  so  that  this  Council  and  this  Parlia^ 
ment  might  not,  next  year,  be  called  upon  by  tf** 
very  strong  expression  of  opinion  ujpon  the  sub* 
ject  to  amin  amend  the  law  relatmg  to  bank- 
ruptcy. He  had  striven  in  rain  to  ascertain — 
beyond  a  certain  expression  which  fell  from  his 
honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary,  upon 
the  last  occasion  when  the  subject  was  before  the 
Council — what  was  the  reason  which  induced  the 
Government  to  depart  from  the  practice  under 
the  Act  of  1867»  vmich,  as  far  as  his  experience 
and  opportunities  of  observation  went,  had  worked 
very  well,  and  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Begis- 
trars of  the  Supreme  Court  a  duty  which  seemed 
to  him  to  be  incompatible  with  their  position, 
incompatible  with  the^owen  given  to  them  under 
this  BiU,  and  one  which,  so  it  seemed  to  him, 
they  had  not  the  means  at  their  disposal  prc^rly 
and  adequately  to  discharge.  The  Begistrar  oi 
the  Supreme  Court  was  bound  at  all  times  to  at- 
tend the  Court  when  it  was  sitting,  and  had 
many  duties  to  perform  which  were  inconsistent 
with  the  duty  imposed  on  him  by  the  Bill.  He 
could  bear  testimony  that  the  Begistran  were  not 

rdded  with  adequate  means  and  instruments 
fulfilling  that  auty.  It  had  been  suggested 
that  they  could  make  use  of  the  bailiffs  of  the 
Besident  Magistrates'  Courts;  but  these  bailiflii 
had  so  much  to  do  at  present  that  they  could  not 
perform  their  functions  in  carrying  out  the  judg- 
ments of  the  Court:  that  was  the  case  as  regardwl 
Wellington  at  all  erents.  He  believed  there  was 
not  one  in  the  profession  in  the  colony  who  did 
not  recognise  the  fact  that  the  duties  of  Begis- 
trar of  the  Supreme  Court  and  of  bailiff  in  bsnk- 
ruptcy  were  two  incompatible  sets  of  duties — 
he  spoke  without  exception  as  to  the  profession. 
The  return  which  he  moved  for  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, and  which  was  made  in  a  couple  of  lines  a  few 
dajs  ago,  showed  that  the  bulk  of  the  estates 
which  had  passed  into  'bankruptcy  during  the 
last  two  yean  under  the  operation  of  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Act  of  1867  were  administered  by  official 
trustees.  Out  of  362  cases  commenced  in  1S74, 
the  number  in  whicli  the  official  trustee  became 
trustee  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  the  creditors  to 
meet  was  298 ;  and  out  of  587  cases  in  1875,  in 
368  cases,  by  reason  of  the  creditors  failing  to 
meet,  the  official  trustee  became  trustee  by  law. 
Beside  this,  in  1874,  in  forty-five  cases  the  official 
trustee  was  nominated  by  the  crediton  to  under- 
take the  administration  of  the  estate,  and  in 
tbirty-thrce  cases  in  1876,  leoving  for  1874  thirty- 
two  cases  only  in  which  Uie  crediton  appointed  a 
trustee  other  than  the  official  trustee ;  and  in  1875, 
out  of  587  cases,  only  sixty-three  in  which  any 
other  trustee  was  appointed.  That  unmistakably 
showed  as  a  rule  that  the  crediton  had  con- 
fidence in  the  trustees  appointed  to  carry  on  the 
business.  Under  those  circumstances,  he  ob- 
jected to  the  argument  which  had  been  adduced 
that  the  Government  was  not  bound  to  provide 
machinery  for  attending  to  the  business  of  thoio 
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who  were  not  attending  to  their  own  bueineBB. 
Thafc  suggestion  involTed  an  assumption  which 
was  hanUy  correct.  It  assumed  that,  when 
creditors  of  bankrupts  or  insolyents  did  not  meet 
to  appoint  a  trustee,  it  was  becaase  they  neglected 
their  business.  In  yerj  manj  cases,  it  was  be- 
cause thej  could  -not  neglect  their  business  in 
order  to  attend  those  meetings.  The  meeting 
was  generally  appointed  to  be  held  in  some 
chamber  attached  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
many  of  the  creditors  might  be  dispersed  through- 
out the  country.  Many  of  them  might  be  per- 
sons engaged  in  business  which  they  could  not 
safely  leave  to  other  persons  to  attend  to,  or  they 
might  haye  no  other  person  to  whom  to  leave 
their  business  during  their  absence.  The  divi- 
dend to  be  received  out  of  the  estate  might  be 
one  of  a  very  uncertain  character.  The  creditors 
might  fail  sltogether  to  see  the  notices,  and  might 
not  attend  in  consequence  of  not  having  seen  the 
notices.  Under  those  circumstances,  he  thought 
it  was  well  there  should  be  some  competent  per- 
son appointed  by  the  Gk)vemment  who  would  be 
responsible  for  the  management  of  those  estates, 
rather  than  that  the  appointment  should  be  made 
by  the  Begistrar,  or,  io  case  he  OQuld  not  find  a 
trustee  to  act  for  him,  that  he  himself  should  do 
the  work.  He  was  not  aware  that  there  had  been 
any  complaint  made  respecting  the  official-trustee 
system.  If  there  bad  been,  he  had  not  heard 
of  it ;  and,  as  he  had  said,  the  whole  profession, 
he  believed,  were  of  one  mind  on  the  subject,  and 
were  of  opinion  that  an  official  trastee  was  the 
proper  person  to  be  appointed.  The  official 
assignee  was  known ;  his  place  of  residence  was 
known ;  and  in  case  of  any  estate  going  into  his 
hands,  it  was  easy  for  the  creditors  to  apply 
to  him  for  any  information  with  regard  to  that 
estate,  and  so  the  appointment  would  act  well  for 
the  creditors  as  well  as  for  the  Court  itself.  There 
was  another  point  which  might  be  raised,  and 
that  was  that  the  responsibiUty  arising  out  of 
such  an  appointment  tell  upon  the  Q-ovemment 
making  it.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that  there 
was  any  difference  in  responsibility,  as  far  as  the 
Ck)vemment  were  concerned,  whether  the  officer 
was  a  named  and  known  officer  appointed  by  the 
Government,  or  whether  he  was  an  officer  ap- 
pointed by  the  Eegistrar,  which  was  to  be  the 
case  by  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  as  it  stood  at 
present.  If  the  creditors  failed  to  meet,  the 
registrar  was  to  appoint  one  of  the  creditors,  or 
some  other  person  willing  to  accept  the  trust,  who 
was  afterwards  to  be  called  "  creditors*  trustee." 
If  he  could  not  find  any  creditor  or  any  other 
person  to  accept  the  trust,  he  was  himself 
to  take  it  and  carry  it  through ;  and  at  the  end 
of  twelve  months,  if  no  order  was  made  by  the 
Court  in  the  meantime,  he  was  to  pay  the  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  But 
that  which  appeared  to  him  the  strongest  argu- 
ment against  that  system  was,  that  he  believed 
it  would  be  generally  agreed  that  the  first  and 
most  important  step  to  be  taken  was  without 
delay  to  take  possession  of  the  insolvent's  estate ; 
that  there  should  be  the  shortest  possible  time 
between  the  declaration  of  the  insolvency,  or  the 
act  which  constituted  the  insolvency,  and  the 


taking  possession  of  the  goods ;  and  he  was  quit« 
satisfied  that  one  whose  business  it  was  speciall  j 
to  look  after  those  matters  would  be  able   far 
more  promptly  to  take  the  steps  necessary   for 
taking    possession    than    the    Begiatrar    of    the 
Supreme    Court  would ;    that  he   would    bare 
under  his  eye  persons  who  would  be  oompet-ent 
to  do  what  was  necessary  under  the   circum- 
stances, and,  as  a  rule,  to  conduct  the  business 
far  better.    As  recommended  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  Auckland,  he  believed  it  would  be 
better  that  such  a  person  should  be  a  commission 
agent,  and  one  accustomed  to  dealing  with  busi- 
ness of  that  kind,  and  not  to  the  Begistrar  of 
the  Supreme  Court.,  who  had  very  many  questions 
of  law,   and   very   many  other  questions   quite 
inconsistent    with    the  character  of  a  man   of 
business  of  that  stamp,  to  deal  with.    By  making 
the  Begistrar  of  the  Supreme  Court  a  trustee 
in  bankruptcy,  they  would   be  making  him  an 
accounting  party,  having  accounts  to  pass  open 
to  question    with    the  creditors  and  with    the 
insolvent  himself,  and  which  would,  if  an  official 
trustee  were  appointed,  be  determined  by   the 
Begistrar  himself.    He  thought  the  two  positions 
were  inconsistent  on  that  ground,  as  well  as  on 
others,  and  therefore  he  had  been  most  anxious 
to  bring  this  question  before  the  Council. 

•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  thU  question 
was  fully  discussed  in  Committee,  and  ^e  hoped 
the  Council  would  affiirm  the  decision  at  which 
it  had  arrived  on  that  occasion.  He  difibred 
with  very  great  diffidence  from  the  honorable  and 
learned  gentleman  who  had  last  spoken,  who  on  a 
matter  of  this  kind  mighb  be  supposed  from  his 
experience  to  speak  with  very  much  greater 
authority  than  he  (Dr.  Pollen)  could  do ;  but  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  principle  for  which  the 
Government  were  contending  was  a  large  one 
which  should  not  be  confounded  with  mere  details. 
The  system  of  official  assigneeism  had  been  under 
trial  in  the  colony  for  a  very  great  number  of 
years,  and  no  one  could  say  that  it  had  worked 
satisfactorily.  The  very  fact  of  it  not  working 
satisfactorily — the  very  fact  that  the  process 
of  winding  up  insolvent  estates  had  become  so 
severe  a  tax  upon  estates  themselves  as  very  often 
to  be  regarded  as  destructive — was  one  of  the 
causes  which  led,  in  the  last  session  of  the  As- 
sembly,  to  the  adoption  of  a  principle  for  which 
the  Government  at  least  expected  that  there 
should  be  a  fair  trial.  The  Act  of  last  session, 
defective  as  it  was  found  to  be  in  a  great  many  of 
its  details,  was  accepted  on  all  sides  on  account 
of  this  change  of  principle,  and  of  the  provi- 
sion which  it  contained  imposing  upon  creditors 
the  duty  of  looking  after  their  own  affairs.  The 
table  which  his  honorable  friend  had  prepared  for 
the  Council  simply  showed  that,  as  he  had  pre- 
viously stated,  the  creditors  relied  upon  a  find 
of  special  Providence  in  the  person  of  the  official 
assignee  to  look  after  their  affairs  in  matters  of 
bankruptcy.  Out  of  687  cases  which  were  stated 
to  have  been  commenced  in  1875,  in  863  no 
creditors  could  be  got  together  to  take  the 
smallest  trouble  about  their  own  affairs,  and  Ibe 
official  assignee  came  into  possession  becaura 
there  was  no  meeting  of  creditors.    There  was 
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wfaalerer  that  he  conld  see  why  the 
Stake  ibodd  oontinae  to  proTide  machinery  of 
Uuf  kind,  whieh  ezperienee  not  only  on  this  side 
of  tke  hne  bat  in  England  had  shown  to  be 
mtMf  obnoiioae  and  nntatislaetory.  They  had 
had  aa  Inspector  in  Bankruptcy  and  a  regular 
cutibliihinent  which  had  not  worked  well,  and 
it  would  be  a  mTe  mistake  to  re-establish  that 
mtoBi.  He  thongfat  that,  at  all  eyents,  they 
ikoald  give  this  £ll  in  its  present  form  a  trifd 
§at  oae  year.  Gentlemen,  for  whose  opinions  he 
«as  sme  his  honorable  and  learned  friend  woold 
bafegnat xmpect,  thooght  that  in  its  present  form 
tbe  BO!  was  one  that  mi^ht  be  worked  exceed- 
ingly wdl,  and  ha  hoped  it  would  be  allowed  to 
rsaain  as  it  was.  The  objection  that  the  Regis- 
tair  of  tbe  Sopreme  Coart  had  more  duties  to 
perfonn  tban  ha  oonld  possibly  fulfil  was  not,  he 
tboQgbt,  a  snffieiantly  powezful  one  to  indnoe  the 
CoQMil  to  nre  np  the  yiew  it  took  on  a  former 
ooossion  wiUk  respect  to  this  Bill.  The  duties 
iaposed  upon  tha  Bagistrar  by  the  measure  were 
lunt,  and  purely  of  a  technical  character.  That 
offietr  wsB  named  because  it  was  necessary  to  name 
sonsbody,  and  ha  had  the  power  of  divesting  him- 
silf  of  all  responsibility,  if  circumstances  rendered 
it  Mcssniy.  Ha  was  not  able  to  say  more  on  the 
■object  at  preaant  than  to  express  a  hope  that 
tbe  BQl  would  ba  allowed  to  remain,  and  that 
tbe  system  woold  haye  a  trial  for  one  year,  until 
tbsy  saw  what  tte  effects  were. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT,  in  reply,  said  it  was 
iwt  on  tbe  ground  of  the  Begistrar  haying  more 
than  he  eomd  poesibly  do  at  present  that  he  had 
proposed  this  change  in  the  Bill.  It  was  because 
the  duties  which  ware  cast  upon  him  by  tbis  mea- 
Moe  wen  incompatible  with  the  duties  performed 
by  bim  at  preaant.  And,  with  regard  to  the  sug- 
gestion that  creditors,  by  refraining  from  meet- 
ing, ne^eeted  their  own  business,  and  that  the 
creditors  should  not  be  encouraged  so  to  neglect 
tbsir  bosinese,  ha  would  mention  that  in  yarious 
other  direoiiona  tha  Ckyyemment  had  provided 
nadkineiy  for  attending  to  the  afibirs  of  those 
vbo  did  neglect  their  own  business.  He  would 
refrr,  as  a  special  instance  of  that  kind  of  inter- 
ferenee,  to  an  Act  which  not  long  since  passed 
throogb  the  Council.  He  meant  tbo  extension  of 
tbe  duties  of  the  Public  Trustee  to  the  case  of  the 
estates  of  abaentees  who  for  ten  years  had  been 
vitboot  agnate  in  tha  colony.  He  did  not  know 
a  more  striking  instance  of  interference  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  fidled  to  attend  to  their 
own  duties  tban  that.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the 
nriaciplawant  of  non-interference  with  those  who 
nOed  to  attend  to  their  own  burinees,  he  took  it 
thrt  the  GounoU  had  shown  by  that  Act  that  the 
prinriple  was  not  carried  out.  He  would  not 
tioubla  tha  Council  at  any  further  length.  He 
VIS  not  yaiy  well  at  present,  bat  he  had  thought 
it  bis  doty  to  bring  the  matter  forward. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  Bill  be  laconunitted  ;'* 
upon  whi^  a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the 
CoQowing  result : — 

Ayes        18 

Koes        6 


Ates. 


MsjoR^  finr 


8 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
BCr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Mantell, 


Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Faterson, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Colonel  Wliitmore. 


NOS0. 

ICr.  Menzies, 
Dr.  Pollen. 


Paibb. 


Mr.  Bonar, 
Captain  Fmser, 
Mr.  Hall, 

For,  I  Against, 

Mr.  Peacock.  |  Mr.  Lahmann. 

The  Bill  was  consequently  recommitted. 

Clause  65. — Property  in  order  and  disposition 
of  debtor. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  moyed,  That  tha 
following  words  be  struck  out : — 

**  Proyided  also  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  held  to  apply  to  consignment  of  goods 
held  by  the  debtor  in  the  ordinary  course  of  his 
business  for  sale  on  account  of  any  other  person, 
the  identity  and  ownership   of  which  can  be 

Sroyed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  trustee  of  the 
ebtor's  estate,  or  of  the  Court,  and  in  respect  of 
which  the  owner  shall  tender  payment  to  the 
trustee  of  all  adyanoes  made  thereon  by  the 
debtor,  and  of  all  charges  due  thereon  to  the 
debtor's  estate,  and  shall  surrender  to  the  trustee 
any  acceptances  granted  by  the  debtor  in  his 
fiayour  by  way  of  adyance  thereon." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause;"  upon  which 
a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         16 

Noes         5 


Minority  for 


11 


At18. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraseri 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hart, 


Mr.  Qt,  R.  Johnsoni 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Mr.  Peterson, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Major  Richmond,  03., 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Stokes, 

Mr.  Waterhouse. 

NOBB. 
Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Chamberlin,  Colonel  Whitmore. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatiyed. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leaye  giyen  to  sit 
again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  ten 
o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  BBPBESBNTATIVES. 
W0dn69da^,  Uh  October,  18M. 


Fint  B6Adiaff**Abolitioix  ▲et— ImmigrMiMi  wmA  Pvbiio 
Work!  ApprqpxiAtion  —  Countiei  Bill  — >  AUowatf- 
Qmml  Bm-Polilio  HMlth  BUL 


Mr.  Sfsakxb  took  the  ohair  at  hilf-pMt  two 
o'elook. 

PBATXB8» 

HBST  rkadin<». 

The  Protection  of  Aniioale  Bill. 

ABOLITION  ACT. 

Sir  Gt,  GBEY  aatd  tbat»  before  the  biuineM  was 
proceeded  with,  he  would  like  to  ask  a  question  of 
the  Qx>Temment  without  notice.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion of  a  most  important  natnre,  and  was  to  the 
following  effeot:  —  It  appeared  from  a  memo- 
.  random  addressed  by  Ministers  to  the  Governor 
that  they  had  received  some  opinion  from  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  as  to  the  powers  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  pass  the  Abolition  Act, 
and  he  wished  to  know  whether  or  not  such  an 
opinion  had  been  giyen.  If  it  had  been  ciYen,  he 
would  ask  that  it  should  be  at  once  laid  on  the 
table,  as  it  was  of  the  sreatest  importance. 

Mig'or  ATKINSOir  said  that  perhaps  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  give  notice  of  his 
j[uestion,  and  then  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
it  would  be  answered. 

Sir  G-.  GBET  thought  this  was  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance  that  he  would  be  justified  in 
pressing  it.  All  their  proceedings  were  based  on 
the  supposition  that  such  an  opinion  had  not 
been  nTen.  He  hoped  the  Gkremment  would 
not  reimse  to  gire  the  information  he  asked  for. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  only  by  leave  of 
the  House  that  a  question  could  be  asked  with- 
out notice ;  and  if  Ministers  declined  to  answer 
it  now,  tbe  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
would  have  to  give  notice. 

Sir  G-.  Q-BEY  would  in  that  case  give  notice 
that  he  would  ask  the  question  next  day. 

IMMIGBATION  AKD  PUBLIC  WOBKB 
APPBOPBLiTION. 

Mr.  MUBRAY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  intends  this  year  to  provide  for  the 
requirements  of  the  ;|rear  by  a  Bill  similar  in 
puipose  to  "  The  Immigration  and  PobHc  Works 
Appropriation  Act,  1875"?  As  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  would  know  very  well 
what  his  object  in  asking  this  question  was,  he 
would  therefore  siniply  a»  it. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  there  would  be  a 
similar  Act  introduced. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

OlaiMe  119.— Governor  aay  afpoist  auditors. 

Sir  a.  OBEY  moved.  That  the  wovd  "Go- 
vernor" be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting 
the  word  "  Council "  in  liea  thefsof. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  danses    upon  which 


a  division  was  called  for«  with  the  foUowing  ] 
suit:-- 


iToes        

21 

Majerityfor        ... 

« 

Am. 

M^or  Atkinson^ 

Mr.  Munay, 

Mr.  Ballanoe» 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  BowcD. 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Curti^ 

Mr.  BoUeston, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Sharps 

Mr.  Eitsroy, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

B£r.  Tribe, 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.  Waaon, 

Mr.  Eenuedy, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr.  Wooloook. 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

TeUeri. 

Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Hoorhouse, 

Mr.  Biohmond* 

KOBB. 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.Bowe, 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Buff, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

ICr.  Stout, 

Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Dignao, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  B.  G.  Wood. 

Mr.  Hislop, 

TeUert, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Manders. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

First  Schedule. — ^Desciq>tion  of  counties. 

"Thames  County^~Is  bounded  towards  the 
north  by  the  southern  boundaries  of  the  Ooro- 
tnandd  County  hereinbeibre  defined;  towards 
^  the  east  by  tbe  ocean ;  towards  the  south  by  a 
line  from  X^gakuriawhave  to  tbe  summit  of  the 
Aroha  Mountain,  being  the  northern  boundarj  of 
the  Tauraoga  Confiscated  District^  by  the  pro- 
duction of  that  line  to  the  Thames  (Waibou) 
Biver  j  and  towards  the  west  by  tbe  centre  of 
that  river  and  by  the  Firth  of  Thames  to  the 
commencing  point." 

Sir  G.  G&EY  moved,  as  an  aofMndment,  That 
all  the  words  aftmr  "towards  the  east  by  tbs 
ocean,"  be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to  inserting 
the  following  words  :  **  on  the  west  by  the  ocean 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Piako  Biver;  thence  to 
Pmkorokorot  thence  by  a  doe  line  west  to  the 
summit  of  the  ridge-  which  forms  tlie  eastern 
watershed  of  the  Piuo  Bivw ;  along  the  summit 
of  that  ridge  to  the  sources  of  the  Piako  t  thence 
on  the  south  by  a  straight  line  to  tlw  sununit  of 
die  Ai9ha  Mountain,  and  thence  by  a  straight 
Une  to  tbe  ocean  at  Waihi." 

Question  put,  *'That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left,  out  stand  part  of  the  queiftieni"  upon 
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ChunHes  Bill. 
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a  diTuioB  WM  oiUed  fev,  with  the  foUow- 


26 
27 


noes 


Ibjorify  ■gainst.. 


Xajor  Atkinflon, 
Kr.BiIhnoe, 
]Cr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  S.  Brown. 
Mr.  Biyoo, 
Mr.  OuiingtoD, 
Mr.Corttt, 
Sir  S.  DoogUa, 
Mr.  Hunlin, 
Mr.  Hwper, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  MM&riftna, 


Atu. 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Ifr.  Murray-Ajnaley, 

Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Raid, 

Mr.  RichaidsoB, 

Mr.  Tesohemaker, 

B£r.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Wbitaker» 

Mr.  Wooloock. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  EeUj. 
Mr.  Mnrraj. 

Non. 

Oaptain  Morris, 
Mr.Nalw^ 
Mr.BejnoMi, 
Mr.  Beaton, 
Mr.Sharp» 
Mr.ShriBski, 
Mr.Stoai» 
Mr.  S«MisoB» 
Mr.  Takanuwna, 
Mr.  Thomson. 
Mr.  W.  Wooi 
Tellef$, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Tole. 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.^ 
Mr. 

Mr.  J.  C. 
Mr.  Boras, 
Mr.  BntiOB, 
Mr.  De  Lantmif^ 
Mr.DigMD, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  On  J, 
Mr.Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyoe, 
Mr.  Tuimsden, 
Mr.  Monlfoinex7» 

Hi.  Cm.  I  Mr.  Sheehn. 

The  amendment  waa  oonseqnentlj  ag^roed  to. 

Wsitaki  OonntT. 

Mr.  SSLD  aoTsd,  That  the  wofd  «  WaitaU" 
bs  itraek  ont»  with,  the  Tiew  of  inssffting  the 
word  "Oti^"  in  liea thereof. 

(jnfirtion  pat» "  That  the  woid  proposed  to  be 
OB&ted  stand  part  of  the  snb-sdbedule  j"  upon 
which  a  division  was  oalled  for,  with  the  fidlow- 
iBgresoit: — 

^ySa         ...         •••         «••         •••        So 
«oea         ..«        »9m        •••        •••        28 
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Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr. ».  MeLeM, 

ytm^AMmmm, 

Mr.  Moorlkonse, 

Mr.Bsi«i, 
Ifc.ganea, 

Oaptaitt  Monfe, 
Mr.  Mnnay-ATBaler, 

MriBwadon, 

Mr.  Fyke, 
'  Mr.  Biehardiioii, 

Ms.  J.  B.  BiwwBi 

Ifr.  Biohmond, 

Mr.Bf7e^ 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.BfMm, 

Mr.  Seymonr, 

lfr.Cwlis, 

ifr.tt^. 

Sir  B.  Donglas, 

Mr.  Btafibid, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Stereos, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Tesehemaker, 

ytr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Hurstliottse, 

Mr.  Wooloook. 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

TeUert, 

Oaptain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Beynolds. 

NOBB. 

Mr.  BaHf . 

Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Soaton, 

Mr.  De  Lautour^ 

Mr.  Shrimskt, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hisk>p, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Joyoe, 

Mr.  B.  G.  Wood, 

Mr.  Montgomenr, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Murray, 

TeUerM. 

Mr.Nahe, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Bees. 

Mr.  Stout. 

lAufiS. 

Ibr. 

A^aimH. 

Mr.  Bitntty, 

Mr.Lanaoli, 

Mr.  Cox, 

Mr.  Sheeban, 

Mr.Tnbe. 

Mr.  Hodgkmsott. 

Mr.    THOMSON    moyed.    That    the    wtnKl 

"Molyneaz"  be  straek 

out,  ?rith  the  new  of 

insertuig  the  word  "  Vinoent." 

Question  pot,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 

inserted  be  so  inserted ; 

"  upon  which  »  diTision 

was  called  lor,  with  the  following  resalt :— 

Ayes         

I*.         ..*         27 

Noes        

...            .*•            Xb 

lii^|otit|f  lev        ... 

•••        •••         5 

Atu. 

MriSStee^ 

Mr.  Hurray, 

MKBaiA; 

Mr.Ndie, 

Mr.Botton, 

Mr.  Biehaidsoii, 

av&.DoagkM^ 

Mr.  Biohmond, 

Mr.Ftaher, 

Mr.Seaton,     ' 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Stont^ 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Tkkamoana, 

Mr.  Harsthoott), 

Mr.  Joyoe, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr- Kelly, 

Mr.Wooleook. 

Mr.Man^, 

Atisf^ 

Mr.MooJSS!!l!^* 

>  Mr.  Bums, 
1  Mr,  ISioasson. 

9o 

■1 

JCr.  Andre#, 

Mr.  Bees, 

;  Mijor  Atkinson, 

Ifr.  BoHesCon, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

J   Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Bl^>wn, 

Mr.  Sevens, 

:  Mr.  I>B  Lantonr, 

flfr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Fitiroy, 

Mr.  Tole, 

,  Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

Mr.Hislop, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

TMen, 

Mr.  G.  McBean, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Murray^  Aynsley, 

Mr.  Beynolds. 

>nseqtnnitty  agrsMl  W» 
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Chunties  Bill. 


[HOTJSB.] 


OowiUiea  BUI. 


[OoT.  4 


Mr.  STOUT  proposed,  That  the  word  "  Pyke  " 
be  inserted  ^er  the  word  "  Yinoent." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  so  inserted ;"  upon  which  a  diyision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         19 

Noes         81 


Miyority  against . 


12 


Atba. 


Mr.  Barir, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinsop, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Balumce, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  Button, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Eiteroy, 
Mr.  Gibbsy 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 


Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Stout. 


NOBB. 
Mr. 


Q-.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Biohardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

TeUere. 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Biohmond. 


Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Manden, 

The  amendment  was  conseauently  neoatiTed. 

"  Clutha  County — Is  bounded  towards  the  east 
1^  Bruce  County  from  a  point  in  the  centre  of 
the  Clutha,  opposite  the  confluence  of  the  Tua- 
peka,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Clutha  ,*  towards  the 
south-eatft  by  the  ocean  to  Chasland's  Mistake, 
thence  by  a  line  to  Blackhom  Hill,  thence  by  the 
summit  of  the  watershed  orer  Bleak  Hill  to 
Catlin's  Cone,  thence  by  a  line  to  the  source  of 
the  Waipahi  Biver,  thence  by  the  centre  of  that 
rirer  to  a  point  due  south  of  the  boundary 
between  Waipahi  and  Waikaka  Surrey  Distriots  ; 
thence  due  north  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
Qlenkenich  Surrey  District,  thence  due  west  to 
tiie  south-west  comer  of  the  said  district,  thence 
doe  north  along  the  common  boundary  of  the 
G^lenkenich  and  Obatton  Districts  and  that  line 
produced  to  the  Leithen  Birer,  thence  by  the 
centre  of  that  stream,  to  its  coxifluenoe  witn  the 
Pomahaka,  and  by  the  centre  of  the  Pomahaka 
to  the  confluence  of  a  stream  rising  east  of 
Scrubby  Knowe,  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the 
confluence  of  the  Tuapeka  and  Clutha  Bivers,  the 
startingpoint." 

Mr.  THOMSON  mored,  as  an  amendment, 
That  all  the  words  horn  "Chadand's"  down  to 
"Leithen  Biver,  thence  by  the  centre  of  that 
stream  to,"  inolusire,  be  itrack  out,  with  a  riew 


to  inserting  the  following  words :  "  the  mouth 
of  the  To]»nui -Creek,  thence  by  a  line  along 
the  centre  of  that  stream  to  its  source,  and 
along  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Toetoe 
Surrey  District  to  the  eastern  boundi^  of  that 
district,  thence  by  a  line  due  north  to  Wyndham 
District,  thence  by  the  southern  and  eaatem 
boundary  of  that  district  to  Tuturau  District, 
thence  by  the  southern,  eastern,  and  northern 
boundarr  of  the  Tuturau  District  to  the  Mataura 
Biyer,  thence  by  the  left  bank  of  that  riyer  to 
the  WaikaJu  Biyer,  thence  along  the  centre 
of  that  riyer  and  its  east  branch  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  Chatton  Surrey  District,  thence 
due  east  to." 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
struck  out  stand  part  of  the  sub-schedule  ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         12 

Noes         86 


Mjgority  against . 


14 


Aybs. 


Migor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G-.  McLean, 

Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  GKbbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Biohardson, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Tellere, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Tellere. 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Thomson. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  acreed  to. 

The  Bill  was  reported  to  the  House  with 
amendments,  which  were  ordered  to  be  considered 
on  Friday. 

ATTOBNEY-aBNEBAL  BILL. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB,  in  moying  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  it  would  m  in  the  reoollec- 
tion  of  the  House  that  the  matter  was  referred  to 
the  Disqualification  Committee,  which  brought 
up  the  following  report : — 

"Your  Committee  haye  considered  whether 
any  of  the  proyisions  of  'The  Attorney-Qeneral's 
Act,  1866,'  haye  been  infringed  by  ike  present 
Ministry,  and  haye  to  report  that  there  seemi  to 
be  considerable  doubt  whether  this  Act  does  not 
limit  the  Gbyemor  to  the  selection  of  some  per- 
son not  a  member  of  the  Assembly  as  Attomef- 
Q-eneral ;  and  if  there  be  such  limitation,  then 
there  has  been  a  dear  infringement  of  Uie  proyi- 
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dona  of  the  Act.  In  the  opinion  of  your  Com- 
mittee, SQch  a  doubt  should  at  oBoe  be  set  at  rest 
bj  an  Act  eontainins  prOTitions  that  would  allow 
the  Gh>Temor  to  lefeot  either  a  member  of  the 
Anembly  or  some  one  outdde  the  Legislature  as 
Attome^-OeneraL  Your  Committee  also  con- 
Btder  it  la  unadTiiable  to  hare  it  enacted  that  an 
Attorney-General  can  only  be  removed  on  the 
addrees  of  both  Honeee.  Should  one  outside  the 
Legislature  be  appointed,  the  oiBoe  should  be  held 
at  the  pleasure  oi  the  Gh>Temor." 

In  pursuance  of  that  resolution,  a  Bill  had  been 
prepared  and  distributed  some  time  aco  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  proposals  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Honorabb  members  would  understand 
that  the  position  of  the  Attomey-Ghenend  was 
this:  In  the  early  times  of  this  colony,  when 
it  was  first  established,  the  Queen  appointed 
three  different  officers  finom  Bngland — toe  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  the  Attomey-Creneral,  and  the 
Cobnial  Treasurer.  No  alteration  was  made 
from  that  mode  of  appointment  till  the  time 
when  responsible  goyemment  was  introduced. 
From  that  time  up  to  the  year  1866,  the  Attor- 
ney-General continued  to  be  a  political  officer, 
and  sat  in  the  General  Assembly  as  a  Minister. 
In  1866,  howerer,  an  alteration  was  made.  The 
trrangement  was  found  to  be  inconyenient  by  the 
Gbyemment  of  the  day ;  and  it  was  determined 
that  the  gentleman  who  now  holds  the  office  of 
Chief  Justice  should  hold  the  office  of  Attorney- 
General  under  a  new  tenure— a  tenure  totally 
different  firom  that  under  which  Attomeys-Gene- 
rsl  were  appointed  anywhere  else.  '&»  office 
was  for  the  future  to  be  held  on  the  same  terms  as 
those  under  which  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
holds  office — ^that  is  to  say,  during  good  behayiour. 
Such  an  Act  might  haye  been  conyenient  for  the 
time  at  which  it  was  passed ;  but  on  the  .whole 
he  thought  it  neyer  snould  haye  been  passed ; 
and  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  time  had  arriyed 
when  a  totally  different  arransement  should  be 
made,  and  t)iat  the  Ministry  uiould  appoint  an 
Attorney-Gbneral  either  to  hold  a  position  in  the 
Ministry  or  out  of  it,  whicheyer  might  be  most 
oonyenient.  Matters  had  entirely  chuiged  since 
1866.  There  were  then  only  two  lawyers  in  the 
House,  whereas  now  there  were  fourteen  or 
flfteen.  It  was  thought  it  would  conduce  to  the 
better  management  of  the  business  of  the  House 
if  the  Attorney-General  held  a  seat  in  it.  This 
Bin  would  afford  an  opportunity  for  his  doing  so. 
With  theee  few  obseryations,  he  would  moye  the 
sscond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MUB&AY  did  not  intend  to  speak  upon 
the  Bill,  but  merely  wished  to  ask  whether  it 
proposed  to  increase  the  number  of  Ministers 
nom  seyento  eight. 

Mr.  WHITaSeB  said,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  look  at  the  last  clause,  he  would  find 
it  stated,  "  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  be 
deemed  to  authorise  the  appointment  of  more 
than  seyen  members  of  the  Executiye  Council, 
xnofaisiye  of  the  Premier."  Whateyer  was  done 
with  that  question,  ^e  Bill  left  it  entirely  un- 
touched. It  allowed  the  Attorney-General  to 
be  a  political  or  non-poUtioal  officer,  at  Use  dis- 
ttetion  of  the  Goyemment  of  the  day. 


Mr.  BEYNOLDS  intended  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  was  aware,  as 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  said,  that  there 
were  fourteen  or  fifteen  lawyers  in  the  House; 
but  he  thoroughly  disapproyed  of  making  the 
Attomey-GenenJ  a  politiMl  eflloev.  It.  was  true 
that  prior  to  1866  it  was  found' desirable  to  haye 
an  Attorney-General  in  the  House;  but  from 
that  date  up  to  the  present  time,  no  difficulty 
whateyer  had  been  experienced  either  by  the 
Goyemment  or  the  Legislature  in  carrying  on 
the  business  without  a  politicid  Attorney-General. 
From  the  experience  wnich  members  had  gained, 
it  was  found  that  the  necessity  for  such  an  officer 
had  passed  away.  The  Attorney-General  had 
a  great  deal  to  do  in  giying  adyice,  not  only 
to  his  colleagues,  but  also  to  the  Goyemor  and 
the  House ;  but,  apart  from  that,  he  had  no 
great  fietith  in  a  poktical  Attorney-General.  He 
might  be  peculiar  in  his  yiews ;  but  he  thought 
the  opinions  of  a  political  Attorney-General  were 
genenlly  shaped  to  suit  his  political  yiews.  He 
based  that  opinion  upon  his  own  political  ex- 
perience. He  knew  one  political  Attorney- 
General  who  prepared  a  Bill,  and  shortly  after 
went  out  of  office;  and  becauife  the  B^l  wae 
introduced  in  the  following  session,  and  had  the 
name  of  another  honorable  meinber  (Mr.  Bath- 
gate) at  the  head  of  it,  the  moment  it  came  be- 
fore the  LegislaUye  Council,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  he  looked  at  it,  and,  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  it  had  been  carried  through  this  House 
by  Mr.  Bathsate,  he  mored  that  it  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  six  months.  It  was  a  yery 
necessary  Bill,  and,  as  a  matter  of  &ct,  was  the 
same  Bill  he  had  himself  prepared  for  introduc- 
tion ;  but  because  he  was  no  longer  Attorney- 
General  he  objected  to  it.  He  did  not  say  that 
all  Attorneys-General  were  alike ;  but  there  were 
instances  where  an  Attomey-Gkneral,  the  mo- 
ment he  went  into  office,  reyersed  eyerything 
that  had  been  done  by  his  predecessor.  The 
present  system  had  worked  yery  well  during 
the  last  ten  years,  and  he  knew  of  no  sufficient 
reason  why  it  should  be  altered. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSB  regretted  that  a  gentle- 
man of  so  much  experience  should  giye  so  bad 
an  account  of  the  lawyers.  The  Attorney- 
General  was  a  lawyer  necessarily  holding  a  yeiy 
exalted  position  among  his  fellows,  generally  a 
man  who  aspired  to  be  a  Judge,  and  it  was  mon- 
strous to  suppose  that  a  leading  lawyer  occupying 
such  a  position  would  stultify  himself  by  pro- 
pounding bad  law.  He  recommended  himself  in 
the  highest  degree  in  his  profession  by  stating 
sound  £iw ;  and  it  was  a  yery  peat  adyaiitage  to 
the  House  to  haye,  assisting  in  its  debates,  gentle- 
men of  such  high  character  and  great  learning 
as  the  Attorney-General  ought  to  be.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers should  haye  giyen  expression  to  such  state- 
ments. He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Gbyerament, 
and  it  was  a  bad  thing  that  expressions  of  sus- 
picion should  be  thrown  out  against  men  eminent 
in  their  profession — ^men  whose  ambition  had  no 
limit  except  the  highest  possible  distinction  upon 
the  Bench.  It  was  not  likely  that  an  Attorney- 
General  would  deliberately  prore  his  unfltnesi 
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for  such  ft  ponUon  by  giTiog  bad  Uw.  He  oonld 
quite  undorttaod  the  Attomey-Generftl  being  a 
partizan ;  he  could  understand  bis  being  a  rery 
Keen  politician ;  he  coald  understand  his  coun- 
selling a  Cabinet  to  act  in  aooordanoe  with  bis 
political  Tiews ;  but  he  eould  not  understand  the 
possibility  of  a  distinguished  lawyer  publishing 
his  dishonesty  and  unfitness  by  stating  unsound 
law. 
Bill  read  a  second  tune. 

PX7BLI0  HEALTH  BILL. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB.,  in  moTinf  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  it  dealt  wiUi  one  of  the  most 
important  subjects  that  could  possibly  come  be- 
fore tlie  House.  It  embraced  many  proyisions  of 
an  Act  recently  passed  in  England,  and,  as  far  as 
the  principle  was  concerned,  the  House  would 
haye  no  diiSculty  in  affirming  it.  There  were, 
however,  a  great  many  clauses  in  the  Bill,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  receiye  careful  consideration  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  there  was  one  point  he 
wished  to  call  attention  to.  He  bad  read  the 
Bill  through  carefully,  and  there  was  no  doubt 
it  was  a  considerable  improyement  on  the  exist- 
ing Act.  It  also  contained  provisions  rendered 
necessary  by  the  change  in  toe  form  of  govern- 
ment;  but  a  question  had  arisen  particularly 
with  regard  to  one  of  the  cities  of  New  Zealand 
which  deserved  consideration.  The  operation  of 
a  Bill  of  this  sort  should  not  be  limited  to  the 
areas  comprised  within  town  belts,  but  should 
extend  to  the  suburban  districts.  The  district 
which  should  be  governed  by  a  Looal  Board  in 
a  city  like  Christchurch  should  not  be  simply 
a  borough,  but  a  borough  with  a  suburban  dis- 
trict; and  hQ  would  sugmt  to  the  honorable 
member  that,  when  the  BUl  was  in  Committee, 
provision  should  be  made  for  extending  the  boun- 
daries of  local  districts,  in  case;  of  th«  bozouffhs, 
municipalities,  and  suburban  districts  lyins  close 
together.  In  the  case  of  the  cii^  of  Christchurch, 
he  believed  the  "  drainage  district"  was  a  district 
thai  could  very  properly  be  made  into  a  local 
health  district.  It  was  needless  to  point  ont  that 
there  was  a  kind  of  affinity  between  the  two  sub- 
jects, and  he  believed  the  Drainage  Board  would 
be  a  very  proper  Board  to  have  vested  in  it  the 
functions  that  devolved  on  a  Local  Board  under 
this  Bill.  The  subjects  they  dealt  with — ^those 
of  health  and  drainage — were  so  closely  connected 
that  the  Public  Health  Board  was  the  proper 
body  to  work  the  Public  Health  Act. 

Mr.  BBID  thought  that  this  was  a  very  impor- 
tant Bill  i  but  at  the  stage  of  the  session  ait  which 
they  had  arrived,  th^  could  not  do  it  justice. 
He  had  very  great  regard  for  the  public  health, 
but  he  thought  the  health  of  honorable  members 
required  some  little  consideration.  He  submitted 
that,  looking  at  the  vexy  important  business  they 
had  to  deal  with,  and  believing  that  the  present 
Act  in  re^Eurd  to  this  matter,  if  properly  adminis- 
tered, would  be  quite  sufficient  to  carry  on  for 
another  nine  months,  the  consideration  of  this 
matter  now  would  be  a  waste  of  time.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  not  waste  any  more 
time  during  th^  prissent  session.    The  Houio  had 


no  time  to  consider  the  business  already  before 
them,  but  now  a  new  Bill  of  160  danses  waa 
intioduoed.  He  would  be  very  loth  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  daj  six 
months,  and  he  would  suggest  that  a  much  more 
graceful  way  of  dealing  with  it  would  be  to 
put  off  the  committal  to  that  day  three  weeks, 
and  he  thought  that  poosibly  by  that  time 
thay  would  be  settled  down  to  business,  and 
be  able  to  consider  it  thoroughly.  He  would 
suggest  to  the  Postmaster-Oeneral  that  they 
should  read  the  Bill  a  second  time  now,  in  order 
affirm  the  principle,  which  seemed  to  be  consi- 
dered a  great  desl  in  regard  to  some  Bills  $  and 
having  affirmed  the  prineicle  they  should  leave 
it  until  they  had  disposea  of  more  important 
business,  and  then  they  could  consider  it  at 
leisure. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  not  object  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  which  hsd  recMved  a  peat  deal  of  attention 
in  another  place.  The  Bill  was  to  a  very  great 
extent  an  improvement  on  the  existing  Ajct.  It 
would  not  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  uie  House 
although  it  looked  a  very  long  Bill,  for  a  large 
portion  of  it  oonsiited  of  mere  maddnery  clauses. 
The  existing  law  had  been  found  insufficient  and 
unsatisfactory,  and  the  proposed  cfaangss  would 
make  it  altogether  unworkable.  It  was  therefore 
impossible  to  postpone  legislation  for  another 


Mr.  STOUT  thought  the  aovemment  should 
havo  taken  the  hint  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Taieri.  The  Gh>vepnment  had,  during  the  whole 
of  the  session,  wasted  the  time  of  thd  House  by 
introducing  Bills  which  were  not  of  pressing 
necessity,  and  this  was  one  of  them.  There  had 
been  dosens  of  little  tinkering  Bills  brought  in, 
and  Uie  time  of  the  House  and  of  Committees 
had  been  wasted,  whfle  the  more  important  Bills 
of  the  session  hftd  been  left  over  until  the  eod  of 
it  He  would  therefoxe  move.  That  this  Bill 
be  ordered  to  be  read  a  seoond  time  this  day 
month.  If  the  busiBess  of  the  session  was  not 
then  olosed,  the  Bill  could  come  on  again  lor 
second  reading.  He  behoved  the  Bill  was  a  good 
one;  but  if  (he  Government  hoped  to  get  Uieir 
important  measures  through,  they  would  have  to 
give  up  some  BiUs,  and  this  was  one  that  might 
be  postponed  until  next  year. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  oould  not  join  the  parfy  of 
the  extreme  left  on  the  present  oeoasioD,  end 
would  be  sorry  to  see  the  Bill  thrown  out  in 
the  way  proposed.  If  it  had  been  now  flnt 
itttroduoed  in  the  House  and  had  not  passed  the 
other  Chamber,  it  would  be  a  different  matter. 
But  the  Bill  had  passed  throu^  the  ordeal  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  and,  with  all  respect  for  tiis 
House,  he  would  si^  he  had  very  great  confidence 
in  Bills  whieh  came  ieom  the  Oouneil,  for  he 
thotight  thej  got  far  more  consideration  there 
than  they  did  in  the  House.  The  existiDg  kw 
relating  to  public  health  waa  very  unsatisfiutoiy 
indeed,  and  there  was  ample  evidence  of  thst  m 
the  port  of  the  country  frooa^ihioh  he  cama  Its 
working  was  found  to  be  difficult,  and  likely  to 
lead  to  expensive  litigatiim^  asid  he  thovgfat  the 
Government,  had  daaa  wall  to  introdnoe  a  Bill 
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bued  upon  tbe  expemiioe  they  had  gamMl  during 
the  iMt  few  jfoan. 

Mr.  HUNTER  would  support  the  TiewB  of  the 
last  speaker,  for  this  was  a  Very  important  Bill. 
He  miffbt  perhape  be  pardoned  for  Bavine  that  if 
honorable  members  would  talk  a  little  Urn  and 
work  a  little  more  the  House  WDuld  be  able  to 
pass  many  useful  measures.  Some  Bill  of  this 
lind  WIS  necessury,  and  honorable  members  ought 
not  to  leaye  their  places  in  Parliament  this  ses- 
sion without  passing  a  Bill  so  much  requited  as 
this  was. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  honorable  member 
who  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
that  day  month  oould  scarcely  be  aware  that  the 
change  in  the  form  of  p>vemment  would  actually 
leaye  the  present  Pubho  Health  Act  without  any 
means  for  its  administration.  At  present  the 
central  Boards  consisted,  first  of  all,  of  the  mem- 
ben  of  the  local  BxeontiTei  and  they  would  soon 
oeaae  to  exist.  He  was  quite  aware  that  the  exist- 
ing Act  had  not  worked  altogether  satisfactorily, 
but  here,  as  in  England,  the  question  of  dealing 
with  the  public  he^th  in  the  best  possible  manner 
was  but  a  tentative  matter.  He  did  not  belieye,  if 
the  House  considered  this  Bill  for  months,  that  it 
oould  be  made  thoroughly  satisfactory.  But  it 
would  be  a  pity  to  drop  the  meaeuxe  this  session. 
Having  had  some  little  enerienoe  as  a  member 
of  one  of  the  Boards  of  Health,  he  was  able  to 
say  that  great  progress  was  being  made  in  dealing 
satisfactorily  with  the  public  health.  It  required 
a  great  deal  of  caution  and  tact  on  the  part  of 
Local  bodies,  and  the  local  bodies  required  a  great 
deal  of  coaxing  and  instruction  to  bring  them 
np  to  a  sense  of  what  was  necessaiy  to  be  done 
to  preeerre  the  publio  health.  He  hoped  the 
honorable  membw  would  not  press  his  amend- 


Mf  .  LUMHDSN  hoped  the  honorable  member 
would  press  his  amendment.  He  thought  this 
was  a  Bill  which  could  very  well  stand  over  till 
next  session.  The  existing  Public  Health  Act 
was  quite  sufficient  to  enable  people  to  provide 
eiBciently  for  the  public  health ;  but  what  was 
wanted  was  health  officers.  Judging  from  the 
filthy  state  of  the  town  of  Wellington:~tbe  filthy 
dmins  that  were  running  under  people's  noses — 
he  would  BSj  that  it  was  a  health  officer  that  was 
wanted  here.  He  was  sure  that,  under  tbe  exist- 
ing Act,  steps  would  be  taken  to  purify  the  to^in, 
and  make  it  dean  and  decent-looking.  In  the 
town  firom  which  he  came,  they  had  ample  powers 
to  keep  up  a  decent  appeatanoe,  on  the  surfhce  at 
any  n^  and  they  had  a  system  of  underground 
draine  for  taking  away  all  foul  matter.  If  there 
were  no  powers  to  compel  sanitary  improvements 
in  the  city  of  Wellington,  he  would  agree  at  once 
to  have  this  Bill  carried  with  the  greatest  de- 
spatdi.  But  he  believed  there  were  ample  powers 
in  the  existing  law.  If  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City,  who  adviwd  oilers  to  talk 
less  and  work  more,  would  advise  the  civic 
authorities  to  attend  to  the  publio  health,  it 
would  be  better  for  the  town. 

Mr.  BBANBON  agreed  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon  that  the  passing  of  the  Public 
Health  Bill  this  session  was  absolutely  necessary. 


and  ha  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  the 
second  readmg  of  this  BilL 

Mr.  MURBAT-AYNSLBTthouffht  the  House 
should  pay  due  consideration  to  BfUs  which  came 
from  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  where 
mat  care  had  been  bestowed  upon  Miem.  When 
Bills  had  been  so  framed  that  the  clauses  would 
work  well  and  were  sent  from  the  Upper  House, 
this  House  ought  to  consider  them  carefully ;  or, 
if  they  did  not,  what  could  they  expect  when 
their  Bills  went  to  tbe  Legislative  Council  P 

Mr.  BEIB  iud  it  was  only  a  certain  amounti 
of  work  that  men  oould  get  through  and  eive 
their  attention  to.  He  Ium  no  faith  in  slipshod 
legislation,  and  they  could  not  throw  their  re- 
sponsibilities on  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla* 
ture.  It  was  of  no  use  to  tell  honorable  members 
that  the  Bill  had  received  great  attention  from 
the  other  House,  and  that  therefore  thev  should 
accept  it  $  for  this  House  had  to  deal  with  the  in- 
terests of  another  class  of  the  community,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  honorable  members  to  look  oare- 
fttlly  into  every  Bill  that  passed.  There  wae 
enough  business  already  before  the  House  to  last 
for  four  weeks  at  all  events.  There  were  three 
important  Bills — the  Waste  Lands  Administoation 
Bill,  the  Financial  Ammgaments  Bill,  and  thd 
Public  Works  Bill — whi<&  were  not  yet  before 
the  House,  and  which  would  occupy  them  a  long 
while  if  they  received  justice.  And  now  a  BiU 
with  160'  clauses  was  placed  before  them  at 
half-past  twelve  o'doek  at  night,  and  during  the 
last  weeks  of  the  session,  and  they  were  ex- 
pected to  deal  with  it.  Thtij  were  expected 
to  do  all  this  in  two  or  three  weeks,  as  well 
as  to  consider  other  measures  of  greater  import 
tance ;  but  it  would  be  much  better  to  pass  a  few 
Bills  carefully,  and  it  would  be  more  advisable 
to  wait  even  six  months  longer  than  to  hurry 
through  measures  of  importance.  The  country 
would  not  at  all  thank  the  House  for  shovelling 
a  lot  of  legislation  upon  the  people,  and  passing 
Acts  that  would  have  to  be  repealed  next  session. 
Passing  a  Bill  would  not  put  a  stop  to  the 
stenches  from  the  gutters  of  the  city  of  Wel- 
lington, for  tbe  people  themselves  must  look  to 
these  matters,  and  the  existing  legislation  was 
quite  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  do  so.  It  was 
aU  nonsense  to  say  that  tbe  country  oould  not  go 
on  another  year  with  tbe  existing  law.  The 
Publio  Health  Act  had  not  been  half  adminis- 
tered. There  were  trifling  defects  in  it,  but  they  < 
were  not  unsurmountable.  As  to  the  question 
of  tbe  Superintendents  and  Executive  Councils 
being  done  away  with,  a  Bill  with  one  clause 
would  put  that  all  right,  and  authority  could 
be  given  to  some  other  local  body  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Act.  A  clause  to  that 
effect  might  be  inserted  in  another  Bill,  and  it 
had  been  sugrosted  to  him  that  the  I^ancial 
ArrangementsBill  would  be  a  suitable  one  to  put 
it  in.  He  did  blame  the  6K>vemment  for  bring- 
ing in  such  a  number  of  Bills  this  session,  when 
the  House  had  so  much  business  to  dispose  of. 
Some  140  or  150  Bills  had  been  introduced  this 
session,*  snd  how  they  could  be  carried  through 
he  did  not  know.  He  hoped  that  if  they  agreed 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  BiU>  its  committal 
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would  be  poitponed  for  three  weeks,  for  there 
wero  other  Billi  of  muoh  greater  importance 
which  they  should  first  dispose  of. 

Mr.  VYKE  was  quite  surprised  at  any  honor- 
able member  finding  fault  with  the  stenches  in 
Wellington,  as  there  was  an  immense  Tariety  of 
them.  If  a  person  did  not  like  one  stench  jhe 
had  only  to  turn  round  the  comer  to  get 
another.    The  town  was  full  of  them. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  that,  seeing  how  near 
they  were  to  the  end  of  the  session,  and  the 
amount  of  business  yet  to  be  got  through,  he 
hoped  the  Bill  would  he  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FISHEB  hoped  the  Bill  would  not  be 
withdrawn.  He  considered  it  to  be  the  most 
important  Bill  introduced  this  session.  It  was  of 
fitr  more  importance  than  the  Bill  which  they 
had  been  discussing  during  the  last  two  or  three 
days — a  measure  which  would  be  inoperative. 
They  ought  to  pass  the  Public  Health  Bill,  if  they 
passed  no  other  this  session. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  hoped  the  House  would  at 
any  rate  read  the  Bill  a  second  time.  It  came  down 
from  the  Legislatiye  Council,  where  it  had  been 
oarefuUy  considered.  The  Bill  had  been  before 
honorable  members  for  some  time.  He  would 
propose  that  the  Bill  should  be  committed  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  days.  Tlio  Finance  Ar- 
rangements Bill  would  stand  first  on  the  Order 
Paper.  After  that  measure  was  disposed  of,  if 
they  should  find  time  to  consider  the  Public 
Health  Bill,  they  would  go  on  with  it ;  if  not, 
it  would  be  dropped.  In  the  meantime  he  hoped 
the  BiU  would  be  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in  Oom- 
mittee. 

New  clause. 

Mr.  WASON  moyed  the  following  new  dause : 
— *'If  it  shall  appear  to  any  local  Board  that  it  is 
inadvisable  to  have  cesspools  or  water-closets  in 
any  part  of  the  district  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  local  Board,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  local 
Board  to  prohibit  the  use  of  such  cesspools  or 
water-closets  within  such  nart  of  such  district, 
and  to  order  such  cesspools  or  water-closets  to 
be  filled  up." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  be  agreed  to  ;'* 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes        10 

Noes         20 


Minority  against . 


Mr.  BorfiT, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Ballapoe, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  BiTce, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 


10 

Ate8. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Stout. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Hisldp, 
Mr.  Wason. 
Nobs. 

Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Keynolds, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Swanson, 


ICr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Q.  McLean,  TeUer». 

Mr.  Moorhouse,  Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley,  Mr.  Sheehan. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

The  Bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  BUI  road  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LBGISLATIVB  COrNCIL. 

Th«r»dajf,  6th  October,  1876. 

Second  Beading— Third  Se«ding>— Plako  Swamp. 

The  Actino-Sfb^kbb  (the  Hon.  Major  Rich- 
mond^ O.B.)  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

PlUYBBS. 

SECOND  BEADINa. 
The  Boman  Catholic  Lands  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
The   Blueskin    Atbenssum    Bill,    the   Milton 
Boundaries  BUL 

PIAKO  SWAMP. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBBRLIN  moved.  For 
leave  to  lav  upon  the  table  of  the  Council  a  plan 
showing  the  extent,  figure,  and  position  of  the 
Waikato-Piako  Swan^  grant  of  87,000  acres. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  had  hoped  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  have  given  the  Coun- 
cil some  information  as  to  what  this  plan  was ; 
because,  although  the  Council  was  not  generally 
chary  in  allowing  honorable  members  to  lay 
authentic  documents  on  the  table,  still  he  thought 
it  would  very  reasonably  reonire  that  this  plan 
should  be  authenticated.  Whether  a  map  was 
correct  or  not,  migbt  of  course  very  often  be 
a  matter  of  opinion.  Any  publication  or  corre- 
spondence issued  by  a  Provincial  Gbvemment,  for 
instance,  there  could  be  no  question  about.  But 
without  knowing  anything  more  about  the  map 
than  they  did  know,  he  thought  they  should  be 
careful  befora  granting  leave  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
and  therobv  appearing  to  give  it  a  certain  amount 
of  authenticity.  If  tne  honorable  member  would 
consent  that  the  map  should  be  referred  to  the 
Survey  Department  to  have  its  correctness  certi- 
fied to,  he  took  it  there  would  then  be  no  objec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  its  being  laid 
upon  the  tiu)le.  But  he  would  suggest  to  the 
Council  that  it  would  hardly  be  right  to  accept  a 
map  without  having  any  knowledge  whatever  of  its 
correctness.  He  was  sorry  his  honorable  friend 
had  not  given  them  any  reasons  why  he  wished 
the  map  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  because,  if  the 
Council  desired  to  have  a  plan  of  this  particular 
block  of  country,  the  proper  mode  of  obtaining  it 
would  have  been  to  move  that  there  be  laid  on 
the  table  a  copy  of  the  plan  furnished  by  the 
Survey  Department    At  any  satci  he  trusted  his 
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boDonUe  friend  woold  not  object  to  state  why 
bt  demitd  to  hftTe  this  map  laid  on  the  table, 
and  alfo  vbether  he  would  not  have  it  gubmitted 
to  the  Sorrey  Office  to  hare  its  correctness  ascer- 
tainsd  and  eertifiifd.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more 
eoDvsBient  if,  in  order  to  enable  that  to  be  done, 
be  moved  the  adjoamment  of  the  debate.  His 
honorable  friend  woald  see  that  he  was  not  raising 
aoj  mmeoefaarj  difficalty,  but  that  if  the  motion 
vcn  at  once  adopted  they  would  be  laying  down 
a  psretdent  which  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
establish. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  suggested  that  the 
honsraUe  gentleman  should  give  the  soundings 
withthsplan. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  hoped  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  was  not  objecting  to  the  motion  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Chamborlin  upon  any  technical 
poonds.  If  there  was  a  map  of  the  ooantry, 
datcribing  and  defining  the  boundaries  of  the 
87.CM>  acres  to  which  the  purchasers  of  the 
Piako  Swamp  wne  entitled,  he  did  not  see  why 
it  should  not  be  placed  on  the  table.  As  to 
verifying  those  boundaries,  that»  he  imagined, 
would  be  a  queetion  hereafter.  At  present,  how- 
ever,  he  supposed  the  purchasers  were  taking 
poswssion  of  their  land  under  that  map.  He 
was  speaking  as  being  quite  unprejudiced  in  this 
Blatter.  He  waa  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
coontiy,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  in  any 
ib^M  whaterer ;  but  he  oould  see  the  necessity  to 
a  certain  extent  why  this  map  should  be  laid  on 
the  table.  The  purchase  embraced  a  Tery  large 
extent  of  oonntiy,  and  he  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  some  of  the  land  was  of  a  very  valnable 
dsseription,  and  bis  honorable  friend  Mr.  Cham- 
berhn  might  be  desirous  of  haying  this  map 
placed  on  the  table  of  the  Council  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  it  interfered  with 
the  boundaries  of  any  land  in  the  immediate 
acighbouriiood.  The  boundaries  of  the  Piako 
Swsmp  seemed  to  be  a  kind  of  myth  in  the 
minds  of  mmy  honorable  gentlemen,  and  the 
land  taken  by  the  purchasers  might  include  a 
certain  portion  of  country  which  was  never  in- 
tendsd  to  be  given  in  the  sale  of  the  87,000 
seres.  He  could  not  agree  with  his  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Hall  that  the  map  should  be  withheld 
because  it  had  not  been  certified  to  by  the  Survey 
Depaitment.  Such  a  certificate  might  be  neces- 
mrj  or  it  mi^ht  not ;  but  the  purchasers  might 
be  either  dramiog,  fencing,  or  ditching  the  land 
in  Booprdance  with  the  map  that  was  now  in 
existence,  and  the  production  of  which  the  Hon. 
Xr.  Chamberiin  desired. 

*Ths  Hon.  Mr.  AOLAND  agreed  with  the 
Hob.  Mr.  Hall  that  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
joomed  in  order  that  they  might  know  what  this 
D^  was.  The  Hon.  B&.  Bobinson  said  if  there 
vss  such  a  map  it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be 
Isid  on  the  taUe ;  but  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chamberiin 
^  not  say  a  single  word  about  the  map,  so 
frr  as  the  Council  at  present  knew.  It  might 
bare  been  made  by  a  passer-by,  or  b^  some  one 
vho  had  never  been  in  the  provmoe,  or  it 
night  have  been  made  by  a  surveyor.  But  the 
Council  had  not  reofived  a  single  word  of  ez- 
plaaation  as  to  where  this  plan  came  from,  how 


it  was  made,  why  it  was  made,  and  why  the 
honorable  eentleman  asked  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
He  certainly  thought  that  the  Council,  for  the 
sake  of  its  own  dignity,  should  not  consent  to 
anything  of  the  sort,  without  the  smallest  ex* 
planation.  The  msp  might  have  been  made  by 
the  proprietors,  who  might  wish  to  show  what 
the  extent  of  the  land  rtuklly  was.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  might  have  been  made  by  a  person  who 
had  a  great  objection  to  the  sale  j  and  before  it 
was  laid  on  the  table  the  Council  had  a  right  to 
know  something  about  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  said  that  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  look  at  the  motion, 
he  would  see  that  there  was  a  plan  mentioned. 
There  was  no  particular  map  referred  to.  If 
there  was  no  such  plan  of  the  land  as  that  indi- 
cated, of  course  it  could  not  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  they  were 
fighting  with  shadows.  He  was  sorry  to  say 
that,  but  he  did  so  under  correction,  which  he 
would  certainly  receive  at  the  firet  opportunity 
from  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Hall.  What  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Chamberiin  wished  to  do  was,  to  lay 
a  map  on  the  table.  If  the  Council  assented  to 
the  honorable  gentleman's  request,  then  that  map 
would  be  laid  on  the  table ;  but  it  would  have  no 
more  authority  on  that  account,  and  would  have 
no  effect  if  it  did  not  profess  to  be  an  authentic 
document.  The  custom  had  become  rather  pre- 
valent this  session  of  honorable  members  moving 
for  leave  to  lay  this,  that,  and  the  other  on  the 
table.  He  had  seen  two  pieces  of  rotten  wood 
laid  on  the  table,  with  neither  the  generic  nor 
specific*  names  attached,  and  yet  they  were  not 
referred  to  Dr.  Hector  for  his  certificate,  which  he 
supposed  in  the  case  of  rotten  wood  would  cor- 
respond with  that  of  the  Surveyor-Qeneral  with 
regard  to  maps.  He  -did  not  see  that  there  was 
any  objection  to  lay  this  map  on  the  table.  If 
laid  on  the  table  in  pursuance  of  the  honorable 
gentleman's  motion,  it  would  carry  no  more 
weight  or  authority  with  it  than  was  claimed  for 
it  by  the  honorable  gentleman  when  he  brought 
the  resolution  before  the  Council;  and  on  that 
ground  only,  while  objecting  to  have  all  sorts  of 
nnauthenticated  things  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Council,  he  would  support  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  oould  not 
see  that  there  could  be  any  objection  to  the  map 
being  placed  upon  the  table,  if  it  were  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  for  verification. 
Provided  the  authenticity  of  the  map  could  be 
ascertained,  it  would  be  interesting  to  have  it  on 
the  table  as  an  historical  curiosity.  He  did  not 
know  if  honorable  gentlemen  remembered  that 
there  was  a  discussion  about  this  Piako  Swamp 
two  or  three  months  ago,  and  he  thought  there 
was  a  hostile  vote  on  the  subject  in  another 
place.  Any  lesson  that  was  to  be  deduced  from 
that  circumstance  would  be  better  imprinted  on 
their  minds  if  they  were  able  to  look  at  a  map  of 
the  country  referred  to.  He  did  not  know  what 
it  was  intended  to  found  upon  this  motion — 
whether  there  was  any  disposition  to  bring  the 
matter  again  under  discussion  in  the  Council.  If 
there  was,  he  would  resist  it,  because  the  subject 
was  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  it  was  desirabde,  if 
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not  to  forget  it,  that  it  should  not  take  up  any 
more  of  their  time.  But,  as  a  matter  of  courtesj 
to  the  honorahle  mover,  he  thought  he  should  be 
alloired,  as  other  honorable  gentlemen  had  been, 
to  place  his  plan  upon  the  table.  The  map,  how- 
ever, should  be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  where  it  would  be  ascertained  if  there 
were  any  reasonable  grounds  for  believing  that  it 
was  an  authentic  document,  as  far  as  the  correct- 
ness of  the  surrey  went.  He  hoped  that  nothing 
was  intended  to  bo  founded  on  this,  because  at 
the  present  period  of  the  session  it  was  a  great 
deal  too  late  to  go  into  the  question  of  the  Fiako 
Swamp.  The  persons  responsible  for  this  parti- 
cular matter  having  disappeared  so  long  ago,  he 
thought  they  would  do  better,  if  not  to  forget  it, 
at  any  rate  not  to  discuss  it. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  said  that  pro- 
bably the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall's  objection  to  this  map 
might  be  that,  knowing  many  of  the  surTeys  in 
the  South  were  wrong,  he  might  think  it  likely 
that  this  map  was  very  inaccurate,  and  it  was  not 
desirable  an  inaccurate  document  should  be  laid 
on  the  table.  Perhaps  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin 
was  prepared  to  say  that  this  was  an  accurate 
map,  ana  that  the  surrey  was  a  good  one. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  thought  it  most 
reasonable  and  proper  to  a^oum  the  debate  for 
a  day  or  two,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  map  was 
in  accordance  with  the  official  and  proper  plans  of 
this  land.  Of  course,  there  must  be  some  reason 
for  desiring  to  la^  such  a  map  on  the  table.  As 
they  all  knew,  this  subject  had  been  a  very  much 
disputed  one  \  and  if  information  was  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Legislature,  the  Council  should  at 
all  events  be  satisfied  that  such  information  was 
correct.  He  would  support  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  in  order  to  give  the  honorable  gentle- 
man an  opportunity  of  verifying  the  mop,  which 
he  could  easily  do. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  was  sorry  that 
apian  of  the  Piako  should  have  frightened  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall  so  much.  He  did  not  know  what 
there  oould  be  in  it  so  very  alarming.  It  was 
•imply  swamp  land.  Perhaps  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  afraid  of  being  swallowed  up 
in  it.  He  knew  of  no  reason  for  the  production 
of  the  map.  Ho  was  asked  by  Sir  Qeorge  Qrey 
simply  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  no  reoson  being 
stated  for  doing  so.  He  thought,  the  map  haTing 
been  given  to  him  by  a  gentleman,  there  could 
be  no  question  as  to  its  correctness.  A  gentle- 
man would  not  be  guilty  of  asking  another  one  to 
lay  a  plan  on  the  table  that  wos  not  in  every  way 
a  proper  one. 

Debate  adjourned. 

Th«  Council  adjourned  at  ten  o'clock  p.m. 
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Mr.  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Fbaybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
The  Auckland  Provincial  Council  Library  Bill, 
the  Disqualification  Bill  No.  3. 

THIRD  READINOS. 
The  Ohinemuri  Agricultural  Leases  Bill,  tho 
Oamaru  Tramways  Bill. 

W.  BUCHANAN. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  will  take  steps  to  give  effect  to 
the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on 
the  case  of  William  Buchanan  ?  He  wished  to 
state  very  shortly  the  facts  of  the  case,  in  order  to 
enable  honorable  members  to  understand  the 
bearing  of  the  question.  The  petitioner  came  to 
Auckland  in  1848  or  1850,  and  his  case  was  simi- 
lar to  those  of  other  persons  who  had  complied 
in  spirit  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  but, 
through  some  technical  difficulties,  were  not 
legally  entitled  to  receive  Crown  grants.  It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  that  the  petitioner 
left  Auckland  in  order  to  go  and  make  liis  selec- 
tion of  land,  but  through  stress  of  weather  he 
was  detained  on  the  way  and  did  not  arrive  in 
time  to  do  it  by  the  date  fixed  by  the  Act.  The 
Committee  came  to  the  following  unanimous 
opinion : — 

"  I  am  directed  to  report  that,  in  tho  opinon 
of  the  Committee,  the  petitioner's  case  is  entitled 
to  consideration,  and  they  recommend  that  legis- 
lative power  be  given  to  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment of  Auckland  to  inquire  into  this  and  similar 
cases,  and  to  award  land  out  of  provincial  estate, 
if,  after  inquiry,  it  appears  desirable  to  do  so." 

He  might  also  mention  that  "  The  Auckland 
Waste  Lands  Act,  1874,"  when  passed  through 
the  House  of  Representatives,  contained  a  clause 
giving  this  power,  which  was  unfortunately 
struck  out  in  another  branch  of  tho  Legislature. 
He  hoped  tho  Hon.  the  Premier  would  introduce 

goTisions  in  the  Bill  that  was  now  before  the 
ouso  in  order  to  give  power  to  deal  with  cases 
of  this  kind,  as  manv  were  likely  to  arise. 

Major  ATKINSON  regretted  that  he  had  not 
time  to  go  fully  into  the  case,  and  therefore  he 
would  not  like  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  tlie 
steps  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  take  ;  but  if 
his  honorable  friend  would  consult  with  liim,  he 
would  be  very  happy  to  see  if  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  suggested  could  be  done. 

ABOLITION  ACT. 
Sir  G.  GREY.— I  beg  to  ask  the  Goremment, 
If  they  will  lay  before  this  House  copies  of  all 
correspondence,  opinion,  or  advice  which  they 
may  have  received  from  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  in  London,  to  the  effect  that  the  action 
taken  by  the  General  Assembly  in  regard  to  the 
Abolition  Act  was  not,  and  is  not,  ultra  vires  /  I 
am  induced  to  ask  this  question  from  what  I  be* 
lieve  is  a  grave  misunderstanding  on  the  subject, 
which  I  should  like  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
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the  Gbvernment.  I  Imre  he«rd  it  is  alleged  by 
the  Gk>veniinent  that  the  Queen  hat  assented 
to  the  Abolition  Act.  Now,  Sir,  Her  Majesty 
has  no  powe|^  to  assent  to  the  Abolition  Act. 
The  statements  made  with  regard  to  the  law  on 
thftt  matter  hare  been  quite  misunderstood,  and 
the  question  I  now  put  bears  very  much  upon 
the  subject.  The  Queen's  power  with  regard  to 
Acts  presented  for  her  assent  to  the  Gk>vemor  is 
laid  aown  in  the  Constitution  Act.  The  Gto- 
▼emor  may  assent  to  an  Act  in  the  Queen's  Oe- 
half;  and,  the  Goremor  having  so  assented,  the 
Act  comes  immediately  into  operation.  Then 
there  is  a  provision  that  Her  Majesty,  watching 
OTcr  the  good  of  her  subjects,  may,  at  any  time 
within  two  years,  dissent  from  such  Act;  but 
Her  Miyesty  is  not  to  dissent  from  it  if  not 
required  to  do  so.  The  powers  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  arc,  by  the  Constitution  Act,  perfectly 
defined.  He  has  no  power  of  interference  in 
the  matter  at  all,  except  in  one  respect:  that 
is,  that,  Her  Majesty  being  adWsed  by  the  Privy 
Council,  not  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  she 
ought  to  disallow  an  Act,  the  Secretary  of  State 
may  certify  on  an  order  by  the  PriTy  Council  the 
date  when  the  Act  was  receired  from  the  colony  at 
the  Colonial  Office,  so  that  he  shows  on  the  order 
of  the  Priry  Council  that  it  was  issued  within 
the  two  years  laid  down  by  the  Constitution  Act. 
Lord  Camarron  in  his  despatch  says,  "I  am 
now  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty  will  not  be 
adriaed  to  exercise  her  power  of  disallowance 
in  respect  to  this  Act."  Lord  Camarron  had  no 
power  in  the  matter.  The  whole  thing  was  ultra 
vireg  in  respect  to  that  Act.  He  might  say  this : 
"So  long  as  I  am  Secretary  of  State,  I  will  not 
advise  Her  Majesty  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Privy  Council  upon  the  subject."  He  would  be 
justified  in  saying  that ;  but  that  would  have  no 
l^gal  effect  whs^ver.  Any  other  Secretary  of 
Stete  could  advise  Her  Majesty  on  the  subject  at 
any  time  within  the  two  years  allowed  by  the 
Constitution  Act.  I  presume  she  would  not  appeal 
to  the  Privy  Council  without  that  advice ;  but 
from  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  that  Act,  which 
would  be  in  January  last,  Her  Majesty  has  for 
two  years  power  to  disallow  the  Act.  That  is  a 
nrerogative  of  which  she  cannot  divest  herself, 
becaose  it  has  been  conferred  upon  her  by  the 
British  Parliament  for  the  good  of  the  people  of 
this  colony.  I  am,  therefore,  rery  anxious  to 
know  whether  Ministers  are  in  possession  of 
copies  of  the  opinions  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  in  Lonaon  upon  this  Act,  because  nothing 
else  can  show  that  we  are  justified  in  admitting 
the  goodness  of  the  Act  which  the  Superintendent 
of  CHago  and  myself  contend  to  be  utira  viret. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  statemenU  made  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  are  matters  of  opinion, 
and  not  a  mere  question.  I  do  not  propose  to 
argue  the  matter  with  the  honorable  member  at 
all.  I  differ  from  a  great  deal  that  he  has  laid 
down ;  but  the  notice  of  the  honorable  member 
being  simply  a  question,  I  shall  answer  it  as  a 
question  and  without  argument.  The  G-ovem- 
ment  an  not  in  possession  of  any  oorrespondenoe, 
opinion,  at  advice  from  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
C^wn  in  England.    The  prooest  through  which 


a  Colonial  Act  goes,  as  far  as  I  am  advised,  is 
this :  Upon  reaching  the  Secretary  of  State,  it  is 
submitted  by  the  Cdonial  Office  to  their  own  Uw 
adviser,  who  then  examines  it,  and,  if  ho  finds 
no  fault  with  it,  he  returns  it  to  the  office.  It  is 
then  sent  to  the  President  of  the  Privy  Council, 
by  whom  it  is  submitted  to  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown,  the  Attorney-General  and  Solicitor* 
General,  who  point  out  what  are  its  peculiar 
features,  and  wnether  it  is  within  the  scope  of 
the  Parliament  having  passed  it,  so  to  pass  it.  If 
it  has  been  reserved  &r  Her  Majesty's  assent,  she 
then  assents  to  it  if  so  advised ;  if  it  is  an  Act 
upon  wliich  she  has  a  power  of  disallowance,  she 
disallows  it  if  so  advised ;  and  if  it  is  one  which 
the  Privy  Council  thinks  should  be  left  to  its 
operation,  Her  Majesty,  if  she  pleases,  leaves  it  to 
its  operation.  That  is  the  process,  I  understand, 
which  has  been  gone  throu^  with  the  Abolition 
Act.  It  has  been  left  by  Her  Majesty,  afUr  due 
legal  advice,  to  come  into  operation  in  the  ordi- 
nary course.  The  Government  therefore  assume, 
Her  Miuesty  having  been  pleased,  after  consult- 
ing her  Law  Officers,  to  leave  it  to  its  operation, 
that  it  is  not  uUra  vires,  but  perfectly  within  the 
scope  of  this  Parliament  to  pass. 

Sir  G.  G££Y.— I  think  1  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  answer  part  of  the  statement  made  by  the  Hon. 
the  Premier,  because  it  is  contrary  to  fact. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.  —  The  honorable  member 
would  not  be  in  order  in  doing  so. 

Sir  G.  GBE Y.— Then  I  shall  move  the  acyoum- 
ment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ANDREW.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Is 
it  possible  for  an  honorable  member  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  in  order  that  he  may 
speak  to  a  question  put  to  Ministers  P 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  is  in  order.  A  question  has  been 
asked,  and  a  certain  explanation  has  been  given. 
That  having  been  done,  the  question  has  been  dis- 
posed of.  An  honorable  member  sets  up  then 
and  is  called  to  order ;  whereupon  he  moves  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  ana  upon  that  ques- 
tion it  is  competent  for  him  to  speak. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  think  the  House  ought 
to  be  adjourned  in  order  that  honorable  mem- 
bers might  have  an  opportunity  of  considering 
the  statement  made  b^  the  Hon.  the  Premier. 
We  now  have  a  distmot  statement  from  the 
Premier  that  the  Gbvernment  are  not  in  posses- 
sion of  any  opinion  from  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  in  England  respecting  the  Abolition  Act, 
and  the  Government  simply  assume  that  the  Act 
is  not  ultra  vires  for  certain  reasons  they  have 
stated.  In  reply  to  that,  I  must  hold  that  the 
House,  before  its  acyournment,  must  consider 
this :  that  Lord  Carnarvon's  opinion  was  based 
on  certain  correspondence  which  was  sent  to  him, 
and  that  that  correspondence  contained  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  the  fact  that  the  Abolition  Bill 
had  actually  been  passed,  and  that  the  question 
of  whether  it  should  be  passed  or  not  was  not  to 
be  referred  to  the  constituencies,  and  that  the 
Provincial  Councils  were  not  to  be  consulted 
on  the  subject.  That  fact  vras  carefully  con- 
cealed, and  the  direct  opposite  of  this  was  im- 
plied.   And  it  was  stated  that  the  only  object 
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in  attempting  to  preyent  the  meeting  of  ProTin- 
cial  Councils  was  to  prevent  any  oompUcations 
in  the  provincial  revenues.  The  attention  of  the 
authorities  at  Home  was  directed  to  that  single 
point.  Moreover,  the  words  used  by  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  in  his  despatch  were  these : 
"  That  the  6h>vemment  had  consented  to  post- 
pone the  actual  abolition  of  the  provincial  system 
till  after  the  elections,  in  order  that  the  constitu- 
encies might  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
an  opinion  on  the  subject."  The  clear  meaning 
of  this  was,  I  take  it — and  this  has  been  the 
general  impression — that  all  the  constituencies 
interested  in  the  matter  were  to  be  consulted. 
Lord  Carnarvon's  reply  shows  that  he  clearly 
understood  the  matter  in  that  light ;  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  no  impartial  person,  who  sees 
the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor-General  of  New 
Zealand  and  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crowo,  will 

say  that  the  Act  was  not 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  gentleman 
will  excuse  me  for  interrupting  him.  I  have 
been  necessitated  this  session  to  point  out  that 
on  occasions  of  this  sort  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  should  only  be  moved  in  cases  of  urgency. 
On  a  former  occasion  I  had  to  remind  the  House 
that  "  Unless  that  privilege  were  exercised  with 
forbearance,  the  result  womd  be  fatal  to  the  sue- 
oessful  conduct  of  public  business.*'  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  House  will  use  its  discretion  in  the 
matter  of  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 
Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  I  think  this  is  a  question 
of  the  utmost  urgency.  It  is  a  question  which 
involves  probably  the  separation  of  two  large 
provinces  from  the  rest  of  New  Zealand.  It  is 
a  question  which  involves  the  consideration  of 
whether  the  Gt>vemment  were  or  were  not 
justified  in  using  the  language  which  is  used  in 
their  memorandum  to  the  Superintendent  of 
I.  Otago,  language  which  will  throw  the  whole  of 
the  people  of  the  colony  off  their  guard.  Judg- 
ing by  that  language,  it  must  have  appear^ 
to  the  public  at  large  that  the  Gh>vemment  were 
in  possession  of  an  opinion  from  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  to  the  effi^ct  that  the  Abolition  Act 
was  not  ultra  vires.  Now,  we  are  told  that  the 
Government  are  not  in  possession  of  any  opinion 
from  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  England, 
and  that  they  simply  assume  that  the  Abolition 
Act  is  not  uUra  vires  through  certain  circum- 
stances, I  submit  that  the  people  have  a  right  to 
know  instantly  whether  the  Gi>vemment  were 
justified  in  using  the  language  which  they  did  use 
in  the  memorandum.  I  simply  wish  now,  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  to  add  my  entire  belief  that 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  England,  the 
Attomey-Cheneral  and  Solicitor-General,  have 
never  been  consulted.  I  wish  to  say  further, 
that,  if  the  Gt>vemment  had  done  their  duty,  they 
would  undoubtedly  have  consulted  those  Law 
Officers  after  receiving  the  advice  which  was 
given  to  them  by  their  own  Chief  Justice.  The 
urgency  of  this  matter  is  clear ;  because  it  may  be 
necessary  for  me,  and  probably  for  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Otago  also,  to  telegraph  Home  that 
immediate  action  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
Abolition  Act  from  coming  into  force.  Conse- 
q[uently,.I  hope  that  the  question  vnll  be  con- 


sidered with  the  care  which  it  merits.  Having 
said  this,  I  content  myself  for  the  present  by  now 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  was  somev)iat  appalled 
when  I  heard  the  Premier  making  his  statement 
to-day.     I  put  it  to  every  honorable  member, 
whether  he  is  an  AboliUonist  or  not,  if  he  would 
not,  upon  reading  the  memorandum  addressed 
by  the  Premier  to  the  Governor,  infer  that  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  London  had  given 
an  expression  of  opinion  that  the  Abolition  Act 
was  not  ultra  vires.     In  his  memorandum  to  the 
Governor,  the  Premier  states  that  Mr.  Macandrew 
says,  "  he  is  advised  that  the  action  taken  by  the 
General  Assembly,  and  assented  to  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty, to  amend  the  Constitution,  is  ultra  vires." 
Now,  that  is  an  incorrect  statement,  because  Her 
Majesty  has  not  assented  to  the  Abolition  Act, 
and  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Premier  submitted 
his  memorandum  to  his  law  advisers.    The  Pre- 
mier, in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Macandrew's  memo- 
randum, says,  *'  It  is  open  for  him,  if  he  can,  to 
convince  the  Courts  of  law  that  the  advice  he 
relies  on  is  sounder  than  that  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  in  London  and  New  Zealand." 
Well,  I  can  only  say  it  was  known  to  this  House 
and  to  the  oountiT'  that  the  Solicitor-General  and 
the  Chief  Justice  had  given  an  opinion  on  the 
subject ;  and,  I  ask,  is  it  not  to  be  inferred  that 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  had  given  an 
opinion  P    I  say  it  is  not  honest  to  the  House  nor 
to  the  country  to  write  such  a  misleading  para- 
graph as  this.    I  am  surprised  that  the  Premier, 
for  the  sake  of  influencing  the  House,  the  country, 
and  the  Bench  in  favour  of  the  Gbvemment, 
should  have  done  this.     If  an  appeal  is  made  to 
the  Bench,  it  will  immediately  be  said  that  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  have  given  an  opinion ; 
and  yet  the  Premier  now  gets  up  and  says  ne  does 
not  know  whether  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
have  given  an  opinion  or  not ;  but  he  implies  that 
they  have,  and  at  the  same  time  he  dares  to  assert 
that  the  advice  he  relies  on  is  sounder  than  that 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  England  and 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.  BALLANQB.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  am  not  surprised  to  hear  the 
honorable  member  for  Rangitikei  cheer  such  a 
statement  as  this.  I  notice  that,  in  another  place, 
a  motion  is  to  be  made  for  the  production  of  this 
opinion,  if  it  exists.  I  do  not  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  say  that,  since  he  has  been  in 
the  Executive,  every  Provincial  Ordinance  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
before  it  has  been  assented  to. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  always. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  hardly  think  that  such  has 
been  the  case.  I  was  saying,  Sir,  that,  in  an- 
other place,  a  motion  referring  to  this  subject 
bad  been  given  notice  of.  I  was  not  referring  to 
the  proceedings  of  another  House  at  all.  idl  I 
desire  to  say  is,  that  the  impression  conveyed  by 
the  Premier's  memorandum  to  His  ExoeUency 
the  €k>vemor  was,  that  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  had  given  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  It 
now  turns  out  that  no  opinion  has  been  obtained : 
at  least  the  Premier  says  that  no  opinion  has  been 
obtained  fw  fiur  as  he  k^ow9. 
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Hftjor  ATKIKSON.— No. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Th«  honorable  genUeman  said 

bt  knev  of  no  nieh  opinion  haTing  been  giTen. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  not  aay  to. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Well,  the  honorable  genUeman 

ftniflted  entirelT  to  inference.    He  troated  that 

that  oonne  would  hare  been  adopted,  and  that 

Uiif  qaestion  noald  have  been  submitted  to  the 

Imw  Oileers  of  the  Crown.    I  know  it  is  no  use 

to  qocftion  here  the  power  of  this  House  to  paas 

Udi  BilL    A  great  many  members  have  gone  in 

kt  aveeDing  abolition,  and  thej  will  pass  anj- 

Uiiog  mider  that  err,  whether  thej  haye  power  to 

do  it  or  not ;  but  the  least  the  GhoTomment  could 

have  done  would  have  been  to  submit  the  quea- 

tioo  to  the  Law  OflBcen  of  the  Crown  in  London, 

who  aboold  alao  hsTe  been  informed  that  doubts 

had  been  laiaed  as  to  the  power  of  this  Aaaemblj 

to  JMMB  sooh  an  Act.    But  that  was  not  done. 

Hovefer,  one  need  not  be  surprised  at  a  memo- 

landam  of  this  character.    There  have  been  other 

Bilk  passed  in  an  equally  objectionable  waj. 

The  Prorincial  Appropriationa  Eztenaion  Act  was, 

m  D7  opinion,  wrongly  passed,  and  all  the  money 

paid  under  it  has  bera  illegally  paid.    That  Act 

has  been  again  extended  for  thne  montha ;  and  I 

can  only  expreas  my  opinion  that  it  will  be  found 

thai,  although  the  Asaembly  may  have  power  to 

sbotiah  the  prorincea,  yet  there  are  sections  of 

ths  Ooostitution  Act  that  this  Asaembly  haa  no 

power  to  repeat     That  ia  clearly  laid  do  wn  in  sec- 

tioo  4  of  the  Imperial  Act  of  1862.    It  was  pUinly 

intended  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  that  this 

AsMmbl^  ahcKild  not  hare  power  to  repml  all 

the  pnmsiona  of  the  Conatitntion  Act  relative  to 

Prorindal  Couneila.    This  House,  howerer,  has 

prsMimed  that  it  haa  power,  and  I  only  hope  it 

fliay  be  aUe  to  proTO  it  in  the  law-courto  of  this 

edony  or  those  of  Ghreat  Britain.    Be  that  as  it 

Biay,  the  meaning  of  thia  memorandum  is  clear. 

It  tdk  the  GoTemor  that  the  opinion  of  the  Law 

Offioera  of  the  Crown  in  London  haa  been  takeo, 

whereaa  the  Premier  himself  now  toUa  us  that  it 

has  not  been  taken. 

Mr.  BOWKN.— This  discussion  is  somewhat 
mgukr;  but  I  must  express  my  surprise  that 
sa  hoDoiable  gentleman  who  is  an  officer  of  the 
Soprame  Court  should  say  that  it  is  possible  that 
the  Sapreme  Court  could  be  influenced  in  ito 
dfciaions  by  any  memorandum  issued  by  the 
OoTcnunent.  If  the  honorable  genUeman  will 
eonsalt  sneh  authorities  as  are  available  here,  he 
will  find  that  there  is  a  very  distinct  course  laid 
down  at  Home  for  dealing  with  Bills  sent  Home 
from  the  colonies.  They  go  through  a  very  care- 
fid  inyestigation,  and  are  submitted  to  the  law 
oficen  not  only  of  one  department,  but  to  those 
of  MTeml  departmento,  before  the  Queen  gives 
bar  aaaent  to  them  or  leaves  them  to  their  opera- 
tion. Therefore  the  Oovemment  are  pernoUy 
justified  in  aaying,  when  a  Bill  has  been  left  to 
its  opeiation,  thi£  it  has  been  considered  by  the 
law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  ia  in  conformity 
iriih  law.  The  honorable  gentleman  assumes 
that,  where  no  distinct  lenl  opinion  has  been 
obtained  from  the  Law  Officers,  it  must  follow 
that  there  has  been  ncgb'genoe  on  their  part, 
or  that  they  are  not  responiibley  or  that  the 


Crown  at  Home  may  have  allowed  Bills  to  pass 
through  which  were  absolutely  illegal.  I  do  not 
think  the  House  or  the  country  will  believe 
such  a  thing  as  that  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  in  England.  The  matter  may  be  tested 
in  any  way  the  honorable  gentleman  likes.  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  that  the  Colonial  Office  is 
exceedingly  careful,  and  does  not  allow  Bills  to 
pass  in  such  a  careless  manner  as  he  supposes. 

Mr.  BEES.— The  doctrine  hud  down  b^  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  relation  to  the  passing  of 
Acts  would  hold  good  if  the  two  years  during 
which  Acts  are  left  to  their  operation  had  ex- 
pired. It  is  a  maxim  of  lair,  that  things  once 
done  are  rightly  done ;  but  when  a  thing  is  done 
without  any  declaration,  either  on  the  part  of  the 
Queen  or  her  Law  Officers,  the  Queen  has  power, 
even  up  to  the  last  day  of  the  two  years,  to  dis- 
sent from  an  Act,  if  advised  to  do  so  by  her 
Ministers.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  fought 
shy  of  this  correspondence  between  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Otago  (Mr.  Macandrew),  in  which  the  Ministry 
wish  the  House  and  the  country  to  assume,  in 
the  first  place,  that  Her  Majesty  has  assented  to 
the  Act,  and,  in  the  seoond,  that  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  in  London  have  stated  their  opinion 
that  it  is  not  ultra  vires.  1  ask  honorable  mem- 
bers to  look  at  the  correspondence  and  say  if  that 
is  not  the  case.  And  yet  they  knew  all  the  time 
that  the  Queen  had  not  assented  to  the  Act. 
Now,  Sir,  I  say  there  is  such  a  thing  as  public 
honor.  When  a  gentleman  makes  a  statement  as 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  the  very  limit  to  which 
that  statement  can  be  stretched  is  taken  to  be 
the  exact  limit  of  truth.  But  this  is  an  abso- 
lute imtruth.  The  Queen  has  not  assented  to 
this  Abolition  Act.  In  the  first  place,  she  has 
no  power  to  do  so ;  in  the  seoond  place,  she  was 
never  asked  to  do  so ;  and  in  the  third  place, 
she  has  not  done  so; — and  yet  Major  Atkinson 
has  submitted  to  His  ExceUency  the  G-overnor 
a  memorandum  which  states  that  Her  Majesty 
has  assented  to  the  Act.  Sir,  this  compromises 
the  honor  of  the  Crown.  All  that  binds  the 
colony  to  the  Crown  is  a  sentiment  of  honor ;  and 
^et  we  have  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  advise  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
telling  him  that  the  Queen  has  assented  to  the 
Abolition  Act,  when  she  has  done  nothing  of  the 
sort!  We  know  that  the  influence  of  such  a 
statement  is  very  great.  People  will  say  at  once, 
"  The  Queen  has  assented  to  the  Act.  The  Law 
Officers  and  the  Cabinet,  who  are  responsible  to 
the  people  of  England,  have  advised  her  to  do  so ; 
and  if  uie  has  been  adrised  to  assent  and  has  as- 
sented, that  is  clear  proof  that  the  Assembly  had 
power  to  pass  the  Act."  And  so  they  put  it  to 
the  country,  although  they  are  well  aware  that 
the  people  know  very  little  about  these  matters, 
that  they  are  bound  to  accept  the  assertions  of 
the  people  in  authority,  persons  who  should  only 
state  that  which  has  the  ring  of  truth,  and  should 
not  make  stetemente  which  they  know  are  calcu- 
lated to  mislead.  Such  a  thing  ought  not  to  be 
tolerated.  No  persons  are  fit  to  be  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  who,  in  such  matters  as  these, 
would  create  false  impressions  in  the  minds  of 
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the  people.  Thej  wy,  "It  is  open  for  him 
(Mr.  Macandrew),  if  he  can,  to  oonvince  the 
Courts  of  law  that  the  advice  he  relies  upon 
is  sounder  tlian  that  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Grown  in  London  and  New  Zealand."  Now, 
putting  aside  altogether  the  &ct  that  the  only 
adWoe  they  obtained  in  New  Zealand  was  the 
advice  of  the  Solidtor-Gkneral,  who  is  not  a 
responsible  Minister,  but  merely  a  Law  Officer  of 
the  Grown  in  the  sense  that  he  is  a  Giyil  servant, 
they  fortify  their  position  with  this  absurd  state- 
ment, as  far  as  its  influence  upon  the  public  mind 
is  concerned,  that  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown 
in  London  have  stated  that  this  Act  is  not  ultra 
vires.  I  was  not  at  all  surprised  when  the 
Premier  stated,  in  answer  to  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  that  the  €k>vemment 
were  not  in  possession  of  any  such  statement. 
We  have  heara  of  these  legal  opinions  before — 
legal  opinions  that  never  existed.  But  they  eay 
now  that  they  only  assume  that  such  an  opinion 
has  been  given ;  and  I  ask  the  House  whether  it 
is  right  to  assume  that  the  Attorney-General  and 
the  Law  Officers  in  England  hare  given  an  opinion 
npon  points  of  which  they  are  not  even  aware. 
They  might  assume  anything  else  in  the  world 
if  they  assume  that ;  and  when  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  asks  if  such  an  opinion 
has  been  given,  they  say,  "  No,  we  don't  know 
that  such  an  opinion  has  been  given." 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  do  not  say  so. 

Mr.  BEES. — ^That  is  simply  another  equivo- 
cation. The  Premier  says  they  do  not  say  so. 
Will  he  state  positively  that  such  an  opinion  has 
been  given?  The  honorable  gentlemen  say,  as 
they  might  say  in  answer  to  a  question  in 
algebra,  they  do  not  know  that  it  is  not  wrone ; 
but  will  they  say  that  it  is  right?  I  ask  the 
honorable    gentleman    now    whether,   when    he 

Senned  that  memorandum  to  the  Ghovernor,  he 
id  not  wish  the  people  to  believe  that  they  had 
the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown  in 
London  ?  No  man  would  say  such  a  thing  un- 
less he  wished  to  create  such  an  impression. 
They  had  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor-General 
of  New  Zealand,  and  they  put  the  two  together, 
simply  giving  precedence  to  the  name  of  the  Law 
Officers  in  London,  to  give  the  thing  weight. 
They  plainly  state  now,  however,  that  no  such 
opinion  has  ever  been  given.  I  say  they  do  not 
know,  and  they  cannot  contradict  me.  They  are 
obliged  to  be  silent.  They  do  not  know  as  a  fact, 
and  all  the  reason  they  have  for  believing  that 
such  an  opinion  has  been  given  is,  that  it  has 
been  statea  by  Lord  Gamarvon  that  Her  Majesty 
will  not  be  now  advised  to  withhold  her  as- 
sent to  this  Act.  But  Her  Mi^esty  may  be  ad- 
vised to  dissent  from  it  before  the  two  years  are 
up,  and  I  think  it  very  probable  that  she  will  be 
advised,  and  strongly  advised,  to  dissent  from  this 
Act.  If  it  is  found  that  200,000  of  the  people  of 
this  colony  wish  it,  and  that  a  correspondence 
like  this  is  passing  between  the  Superintendent 
and  a  Governor,  that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  are 
actually  guilty  of  equivocation  and  are  pledging 
the  Gk>vemor's  name  to  equivocation  in  this  way. 
Lord  Gamarvon  and  the  other  Blinisters  will  be 
more  likely  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  refuse  her 


assent.    If  such  means  are  necessary  to  bokter 
up  a  Ministry  in  this  or  in  any  colony  or  anj 
community  whatever,  there  must  be  something 
wrong  behind  it.     What  binds  the  people  to  a 
Government  ?     Only  a  sentiment  of  perfect  trust 
and  obedience.    What  do  the  people  care  for  the 
Governor  or  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  or  the  Par- 
liament or  the  Grown,  but  as  they  feel  they  are  a 
portion  of  the  Empire,  that  that  Empire  is  bound 
to  be  governed  justly  and  strictly,  and  that  they 
are  to  gain  some  advantage  by  being  a  portion  of 
the  body  politic?  If  they  find  Ministers  are  to 
commit  actual  equivocation,  which  amongst  men 
of  honor  would  be  considered  actual  untruth,  I 
would  like  to  know  what  confidence  there  can  bo 
amongst  the  people  under  such  a  Gk>vemmeQt  as 
that  ?    If  the  great  provinces  of  Otago  and  Auck- 
land are  to  be  treated  in  this  way,  is  it  possible 
tliat  any  Goremment  can  stand,  or  that  any  com- 
munity can  stand,  the  very  existence  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  which  is  based  upon  such  statements 
as   those   contained  in  this  memorandum  sub- 
mitted for  His  Excellency's  consideration  ?    This 
is  a  most  serious  matter.    It  amounts  to  this, 
that  tlie  people    of  the  colony  cannot  believe 
what  the  Government  say ;  and  when  the  Pre> 
mier  gives  advice  to  the  Governor,  the  people 
cannot  believe  that  he  means  what  he  says,  but 
that  he  is  only  making  use  of  words  in  order  to 
cloak  the  meaning  of  what  he  states — ^that  the 
real  simple  meaning  of  what  he  states  in  his 
correspondence    with    the    Governor   and    with 
Superintendents  is  not  to  be  taken  in  the  ordi- 
nary acceptation  of  language.    I  would  ask  the 
House  to  consider  this  matter.    Sir,  it  is  a  serious 
matter  in  relation  to  the  good  faith  and  belief  of 
the  people,  and  their  trust  in  the  honor  of  the 
Government.     If  a  Government  is  only  to    be 
supported  by  things  of  this  sort,  I  would  like  to 
ask  how  a  Government  can  be  expected  to  stand. 
There  will  come  a  time  when  the  people  will  no 
longer  submit  to  it,  and  I  do  not  think  that  time 
is  very  far  distant  now.    I  think  the  Govemment 
ought  to  be  very  much  obliged  to  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  for  bringing  the  question 
up.     I  am  sure  that  Otago  will  see  that  the 
answer  made  by  the  Government  to  Mr.  Mao- 
andrew's  despatch  amounts  to  this:   that  they 
make  two  false  statements— first  of  all,  that  the 
Abolition   Act  has    been    assented    to    by   Hei 
Majesty,  which  is  false ;  and,  secondly,  that  they 
have  been  advised  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Grown  in  London  that  it  is  not  uUra  vires,  which 
is  also  false ;   and    if  the  €k>vernmont   of  the 
country  is  to   be   based    upon  falsehood,   that 
GK>Yemment  will  not  last  long. 

Mr.  WHITAESB.— Sir,  the  honorable  mem 
her  states  that  two  things  in  the  Premier's  memo- 
randum to  His  Excellency  are  false ;  but  if  tli< 
honorable  member  had  read  a  little  further,  h< 
would  have  seen  that  the  Premier  distinctly  anc 
correctly  states  the  position  in  which  the  Aboli 
tion  Act  now  stands.    It  states, — 

"  Mr.  Macandrew  prays  that  your  Excellenoj 
will  withhold  the  Queen's  assent  from  any  actioi 
of  the  Golonial  Parliament  having  for  its  objeo 
the  giving  effect  to  the  Abolition  Bill,  in  as  fiir  & 
Otago  is  concerned.    He  i^pears  to  forget  thai 
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the  Abolition  Act  is  now  law ;  has  been  left  to  ite 
operation  bj  Her  ICajestj,  and  will  come  into 
force  without  farther  legielatiTC  action." 

Why  did  the  honorable  member  altogether  shut 
ont  ibis  ?  The  honorable  gentleman  took  up  the 
next  paragraph,  which  ie  this : — 

"  Mr.  Macandrew  saji  he  is  advised  that  the 
action  taken  by  the  Gfeneral  Assembly,  and  as- 
sented to  by  Her  Majesty,  to  amend  the  Con- 
sUtutton,  is  ultra  vires.  It  is  open  for  him,  if  he 
can,  to  convince  the  Courts  of  law  that  the  ad  nee 
he  relies  on  is  sounder  than  that  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  in  London  and  New  Zea- 
land." 

Every  one  knows,  and  the  honorable  member 
knows,  that  the  Ghovernor  has  assented  to  the 
Abolition  Act  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  and  in 
Her  Majesty's  name.  The  Act  1ms  been  left  by 
Her  Majesty  to  its  operation,  and  Her  Majesty 
has  assented  to  it  through  the  Governor,  who 
holds  her  delegated  authority  for  the  purpose. 
It  appears  to  me  that  my  honorable  friend  is 
making  a  great  deal  out  of  nothing  at  all ;  and, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  understand  the 
matter,  it  is  perfectly  dear  and  plain,  and  this  is 
the  position  in  which  the  Act  stands :  it  has  been 
left  by  Her  Majesty  to  its  operation.  That  is 
precisely  what  has  been  done,  and  that  is  what  is 
done  jeenerally  with  the  Acts  that  are  passed  in 
New  Zealand.  It  used  to  be  so,  and  I  think  it  is 
so  now.  For  many  years  I  was  in  the  habit  of 
sending  Home  Acts,  with  an  explanatory  memo- 
randum. The  Acts  are  sent  for  submission  to 
the  Secretaiy  of  State  and  to  the  Home  authori- 
ties. I  have  always  understood  the  practice  to 
be  as  laid  down  in  "Clark  on  Colonial  Law :" — 

"The  Acts  of  the  session  are  referred  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  Counsel  for  the  Colo- 
nial Department,  who  is  required  to  '  report  his 
opinion  upon  them  in  point  of  law.'  By  this 
established  form  of  expression  is  understood  to 
be  meant  that  the  Counsel  is  to  report  whether 
the  Acts  respectively  are  such  as,  consistently 
with  his  commission  and  instructions,  the  Gover- 
nor was  authorized  to  pass ;  whether,  in  the 
language  of  the  statute,  any  part  of  them  is 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England,  or  to  any  law 
made  in  this  kingdom,  so  far  as  such  law  may 
mention  or  refer  to  the  Plantations,  and  whether 
they  are  respectiyely  so  framed  as  to  ^ive  full 
and  entire  effect  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
may  have  been  passed  by  the  Colonial  Legislature. 
In  pursuance  of  this  reference,  a  report  is  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  by  the 
Counsel  to  his  department.  The  Acts,  accom- 
ittnied  by  this  report,  are  then  transmitted  to  the 
President  of  the  Council,  with  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  Stato  for  the  Colonies,  desiring  his 
Lordship  to  lay  the  Acts  and  the  report  before 
the  King  in  Council  for  His  Majesty's  considera- 
tion. At  the  first  Board  of  Council  which  is 
held  after  receiving  this  communication,  the  Acts 
are  referred  to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  for  the  Affairs  of  Trade  and  Plantations, 
who  are  directed  to  report  to  the  King  in  Council 
their  opinion  as  to  the  proceedings  it  mny  be  pro- 
per to  take  in  relation  to  them.  It  is  understood 
that  the  Oommittoe  of  Trode  proceed  to  select 


from  the  Acts  thus  referred  to  them  all  such  as 
present  any  point  of  peculiar  novelty  or  import- 
ance, or  as  give  rise  to  any  question  of  legal 
difficulty.  The  Acts  thus  select^,  together  with 
all |>rtoa^e  Acts,  are  referred  by  their  Lordships 
to  His  Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Genenl 
for  their  opinion.  When  the  report  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  is  obtained,  the  Lords  of 
the  Committoe  of  Trade  enter  into  the  considera- 
tion of  all  the  Acts  of  the  session  of  the  particu- 
lar colony ;  and  it  is  understood  to  be  a  settled 
rule  that,  in  their  deliberations  upon  this  subject, 
tliey  are  assisted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  in  his  capacity  of  a  member  of 
the  Committee.  A  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Trade  is  then  addressed  to  the  King  in  Council, 
and  in  this  report  all  the  Acts  of  the  session  of 
the  Colonial  Assembly  are  classed  under  three 
heads.  First,  if  it  is  thought  proper  to  disalloto 
any  Act,  the  report  contains  a  full  statement  of 
the  grounds  of  the  objection  which  may  exist 
to  it.  Secondly,  if  any  of  the  Acts  relate  to 
measures  of  general  and  peculiar  importance  and 
interest,  it  is  recommended  that  a  special  Order 
in  Council  should  pass  for  the  eonflrmaHon  of 
them.  Thirdly,  the  great  majority  of  the  Acte 
of  each  year  being  usually  little  more  than  busi- 
ness of  routine  and  continual  recurrenoe,  their 
Lordships  are  in  the  habit  of  advising  that  such 
Acts  'should  he  left  to  their  operation. 

That  statement  is  founded  on  a  report  of  Com- 
missioners in  reference  to  the  West  India  Islands 
at  a  time  when  they  were  governed  not  exactly 
as  they  are  at  present;  bat  it  is  the  course,  I 
believe,  always  followed  when  Acte  are  sent  from 
a  Colonial  Legislature  to  England.  I  ask,  looking 
at  that,  whether  or  not  the  stetement  in  this 
memorandum,  that  the  Act  has  been  left  to  ite 
operation  by  Her  Majesty,  is  not  in  the  precise 
words  of  the  despatoh,  and  the  words  used  upon 
all  occasions  of  this  kind.  I  do  not  think  any 
statement  in  the  memorandum  is  incorrect  or 
inaccurate.  It  does  not  mean  that  the  Queen 
has  specifically  given  her  assent,  for  her  assent  in 
that  way  was  not  required;  but  she  did  give 
her  assent  through  the  Ghovernor,  who  holds  her 
delegated  authority  for  that  purpose.  Therefore 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  memorandum  is  strictly 
correct,  and  it  is  not  open  to  all  this  criticism 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
East  has  thought  proper  to  pass  upon  it.  With 
respect  to  the  statement  as  to  the  provincial  laws 
not  being  submitted  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  here,  all  I  can  pay  is  that,  during  the 
several  years  I  held  office  as  Law  Adviser  to  the 
Crown,  not  an  Act  passed  by  a  Provincial  Legis- 
lature was  ever  allowed  to  go  without  being  sub- 
mitted to  me  for  my  opinion.  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  alteration  has  taken  place  in  this  re- 
spect. I  was  not  aware  that  this  discussion  was 
coming  on,  or  I  would  have  prepared  myself 
with  information  on  this  point ;  but,  if  I  under- 
stand rightly,  precisely  the  same  course  is  pur- 
sued now  as  when  I  was  Law  Adviser  to  the 
Crown.  The  same  process  is  gone  through  by 
the  Colonial  GoTcrnment  as  regards  the  Acts  of 
the  Provincial  Councils  as  is  gone  through  by  the 
Imperial  Government  as  regards  the  Acte  passed 
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hj  this  Aseemblj.  As  regards  the  legality  of  the 
Act  itself,  the  matter  stands  thus :  A  question 
was  raised  as  to  whether  the  Act  is  ultra  vires: 
and  the  then  Attorney-General,  the  present 
Chief  Justice,  gave  an  opinion  that  it  was 
not  ulira  v>re«— that  it  was  competent  for  the 
Assembly  to  pass  such  an  Act ;  but  he  suggested 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
in  England  should  be  taken,  and,  so  far  as  I 
understand  the  matter,  that  was  not  done ;  but 
it  has  been  submitted  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  in  the  usual  way  that  Colonial  Acts  are 
submitted  to  them  upon  all  occasions.  The 
Acts  are  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  are 
first  submitted  to  the  Counsel  of  that  department, 
and  they  are  then  submitted  to  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown.  The  Solicitor-General  of  New  Zea- 
land gave  his  opinion  to  the  same  effect.  I  pre- 
sume, in  the  usual  course,  the  Abolition  Act  was 
submitted  to  the  Counsel  for  the  Colonial  De- 
partment, and  to  the  Attorney -General  and 
Solicitor-General.  That  is  the  authority  which 
exists  at  present  in  favour  of  the  validity  of 
the  Act.  On  the  other  hand,  let  us  see  what 
is  the  authority  against  it.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  gives  his  opinion  most  dis- 
tinctly, certainly,  that  it  is  uUra  viret ;  but  the 
honorable  member  is  not  a  lawyer,  although  his 
opinion  may  be  as  good  as  a  lawyer's.  1  now 
come  to  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Dunedin.  I  am  not  aware  whether  he  has  given 
a  legal  opinion  upon  the  subject  or  not;  but 
what  I  have  heard  him  say  in  this  House 
has  been  as  a  matter  of  argument,  and  not  as 
a  legal  opinion.  I  am  not  aware  whether  he  is 
now  prepared  to  submit  his  opinion  to  the  House; 
at  all  events,  I  do  not  understand  that  he  has 

flven  any  such  opinion  up  to  the  present  time, 
am  not  aware  whether  he  wishes  to  give,  or  is  pre- 
pared to  give,  such  an  opinion.  It  is  not  his  duty 
to  do  BO,  and  he  is  perfectly  right  if  he  pleases 
only  to  argue  it.  When  we  come  to  the  question 
of  the  authorities  themselves  who  have  given  dis- 
tinct opinions  upon  the  subject,  we  find  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  simply  as 
a  matter  of  argument  as  I  understood  it,  stated 
that  the  Act  is  tdtra  vires.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East  has  spoken  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  way.  He  has  not  staked  his 
professional  reputation  upon  an  opinion  as  to 
whether  this  Act  is  ultra  vires  or  not.  He  has  a 
'  perfect  right  to  argue  out  the  matter  in  the  way 
he  has  done.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  has  given  his  opinion  that  the  Act  is 
ultra  vires ;  but  the  other  two  honorable  gentle- 
men have  only  argued  the  question,  and  haye  not 
given  an  opinion  upon  which  they  would  stake 
their  reputation  on  this  matter.  On  the  one  side 
we  have  the  absolute  and  direct  opinion  of  the 
Solicitor-General  of  New  Zealand  and  the  Attor- 
ney-General of  New  Zealand — the  present  Chief 
Justice,  and  inferentially  the  opinions  of  the 
Attorney-General  and  Solicitor- General  in  Eng- 
land, through  the  despatch  of  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  that  the  Act  is  valid.  We  all  know 
that  when  Acts  sent  Home  are  considered  to 
be  ultra  vires,  the  Secretary  of  State  invariably 
points  out  in  what  respect  they  are  ultra  vires ; 


that  he  states  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers ; 
and  that  then  such    Acts    are  disallowed,  or, 
when  the  objectionable  matter  is  not  important, 
are  directed  to  be  amended.    If  there  was  any- 
thing ultra  vires  in  this  Act,  the  same  course 
would  haye  been  followed;  if  illegal,  the  Act 
would    have    been    disallowed,   and   the   usual 
course  would  have  been  adopted  in  regard  to  it. 
We  have,  therefore,  a  fair  right  to  infer  that  all 
authority  at  present  is  in  favour  of  the  Act,  and 
that  there  is  no  authority,  as  far  as  I  can  under- 
stand, except  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames,  in  any  shape  or  way  against 
it.    The  other  honorable  gentlemen  have  a-  per- 
fect right  to  argue  this  question  as  they  have 
done ;  but,  as  I  understand,  they  haye  not  given 
any  opinion  that  would  involye  their  professional 
reputation  that  this  Act  is  ultra  vires.    If  they 
hiM  given  such  an  opinion,  I  admit  that  there 
would  have  been  something  stronger  in  favour  of 
the  view  taken  by  them  that  the  Act  was  ultra 
vires.     Against  the    opinion  of   the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  we  have  the  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  New  2iealand,  and  inferen- 
tially the  opinion  of  the  Law    Officers  of  the 
Crown  at  Home,  upon  which  this  House  is  fairly 
entitled  to  consider  that  the  Act  is  not  uUra  vires, 
and  that  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  proceed  upon 
it  as  a  valid  law. 

Mr.  BEES.— The  honorable  gentleman  misun- 
derstood me  altogether.  I  spoke  of  the  Governor 
as  being  part  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  not 
as  Her  Majesty's  Representative.  When  the 
term  "  General  Assembly  "  is  used,  it  means  both 
Houses  of  the  Assembly  and  the  Governor. 
What  is  meant  by  the  assent  of  Her  Majestj  is 
the  absolute  assent  of  the  Queen,  not  by  the 
Gk>vernor,  but  by  herself.  In  relation  to  the 
other  point  as  to  whether  I  gave  an  opinion  oi 
not,  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  have  already  given 
my  opinion  plainly,  in  the  House  and  outside  ol 
the  House,  that  the  Act  is  ultra  vires, 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.^This  question  presents  it 
self  to  my  mind  as  one  of  consideraole  import 
ance  and  urgency  indeed ;  and  although  there  an 
a  large  number  of  important  motions  on  th( 
Order  Paper,  some  of  which  stand  in  my  owi 
name,  I  am  willing  that  they  should  lie  oyer,  foi 
I  think  this  is  a  matter  which  should  be  settled 
We  must  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  course  of  a  fev 
weeks  the  Abolition  Act,  the  legality  or  illegality 
of  which  we  are  now  discussing^ill  come  int< 
force  throughout  the  colony.  We  should  con 
siderthis  fact:  that  when  this  question  was  raisec 
in  1874,  the  Government  of  the  day  were  dis 
tinctly  warned  that  they  were  going  to  take  ai 
illegal  step,  and  yet  they  allowed  a  twelvemontl 
to  go  by  without  asking  for  the  opinion  of  th 
Law  Officers  at  Home  upon  the  point.  In  187S 
they  were  again  warned  that  their  Act  was  illegal 
and  still  they  have  allowed  another  year  to  pas 
without  taking  steps  to  settle  this  matter.  Tliei 
conduct  in  this  matter  has  not  been  fair  or  jusi 
How  easy  it  would  have  been  for  them  to  hav 
asked  for  and  obtained  that  opinion  by  telegraph 
What  did  they  do  within  the  last  few  months 
They  sent  Home  an  unfair  representation  of  th 
position  of  affairs  in  this  colony.    If  they  ha 
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remtyed  a  distinct  legal  deoision  upon  the  ques- 
tioDj  it  WM  their  hoanden  Axxij  to  have  directed 
the  attention  of  the  Home  Government  to  it. 
If,  on  a  question  which  is  distasteful  to  a  large 
minority  of  the  people  of  this  colony,  and  to  a 
Tory  respectable  minority  of  members  of  this 
House,  who  were  of  opinion  that  the  Act  was 
contrary  to  law,  they  had  obtained  an  express 
legal  opinion  that  the  Act  was  valid,  they  would 
hare  had  some  foundation  for  the  statement  they 
made  in  reply  to  the  Superintendent  of  Otago. 
As  to  giving  my  opinion  on  this  question,  I  have 
too  much  respect  for  the  law  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  rashly  call  it  in  question ;  but  I  oh- 
served  particularly  that  throughout  the  honorable 
gentleman's  speech  he  did  not  state  what  wss  his 
opinion  of  the  law  upon  this  subject.  He  told  us 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
Bast  and  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  said 
so-and-so,  and  that  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  had  given  an  opinion  ;  but  he  himself 
abstained  from  saying,  and  would  not  say  to 
the  House,  that  the  Act  of  last  session  was  a 
good  and  valid  law.  The  case  quoted  by  the 
honorable  member  £rom  Clark's  "  Colonial  Iaw  " 
is  not  applicable  to  the  present  case,  inasmuch 
as  the  practice  then  was  different  from  the  prac- 
tice followed  at  the  present  time.  When  an 
Act  is  reserved  for  Her  Majesty's  assent,  the  Go- 
vernor has  no  power  to  assent  to  it ;  and  if  the 
Governor  assents  to  Acts  on  her  behalf,  she  has 
the  option  of  disallowing  them  if  sho  thinks 
proper.  The  58th  section  of  the  Constitution  Act 
states  as  follows : — *i  Whenever  any  Bill,  which 
shall  hare  been  presented  for  Her  Majesty's  assent 
to  the  Governor,  shall  by  such  Gt)vemor  have  been 
assented  to  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  he  shall,  by 
the  first  convenient  opportunity,  transmit  to  one 
of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State 
an  authentic  copy  of  such  Bill  as  assented  to ; " 
and  then  the  clause  goes  on  to  state  that  "it 
shall  be  lawful,  at  any  time  within  two  years  after 
such  Bill  shall  have  been  received  by  the  Becre- 
tazy  of  State,  for  Her  Mi^esty,  by  Order  in  Coun- 
cil, to  declare  her  disallowance  of  such  Bill." 
With  regard  to  what  has  taken  place  in  refer- 
ence to  this  Act  at  Home,  the  position  which  the 
Hon.  the  Postmaster^General  takes  up  is  this: 
that  the  Act  has  gone  Home — that  it  has  gone 
through  the  ordinary  routine  of  Acts  sent  Home 
for  inspection  and  approval  of  the  Crown  ;  and 
because  we  hare  not  heard  that  this  Act  is 
uUra  vireg,  we  are  entitled  to  say  that  it  is  good 
and  valid.  Well,  after  some  years'  experience 
as  a  Provincial  Officer,  I  can  state  that  Acts 
of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland  have  al- 
ways been  subjected  to  the  revision  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  colony  in  Wellington.  What  has 
happened  ?  Many  of  these  laws  that  have  been 
passed  by  the  Attorney-General  have  subse- 
quently been  declared  to  be  ultra  mres  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  colony.  This  very  law, 
upon  which  we  are  now  building  up  abolition, 
although  passed  b^  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
might  be  found,  if  tested  before  the  proper  and 
competent  tribunal  at  Home,  to  be  absolutely 
bad,  notwithstanding  that  Her  Majesty  had  not 
been  advised  to  disallow  it.     We  ix  know  what 
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it  is  to  take  the  opinion  of  counsel  upon  a  state- 
ment of  facts  made  out  in  our  own  favour,  as  tliis 
case  has  been  made  out  in  favour  of  the  view 
taken  by  Ministers,  and  the  value  to  attach  to 
such  an  opinion.  We  all  know  that  an  opinion 
on  any  point  of  law  given  in  this  House  is  not 
of  the  same  value  as  a  statement  of  opinion  in 
any  case  given  by  a  competent  legal  tribunal. 
When  I  took  up  the  papers  containing  the  tele- 
grams that  passed  between  the  Superintendent 
of  Otago  and  the  Governor,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion at  once  that  the  Government  had  ob- 
tained absolutely  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  at  Home  to  the  effect  that  the  Abo- 
lition Act  was  not  uUra  vires,  but  one  which 
this  Assembly  was  competent  to  pass.  Those 
telegrams  have  gone  all  over  the  country,  and 
they  have  been  read  by  every  intelligent  person. 
The  Gk>vemment  have  falsely  represented  to  the 
people  of  the  colony  that  the  Act  is  not  ultra 
vires — that  such  was  the  advice  given  by  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown.  That  is  not  a  fair  kind 
of  tactics  for  the  €k>vernment  to  adopt.  Let  us 
have  fair-play.  If  the  question  is  not  settled, 
the  Government  have  no  right  to  say  that  it  is 
settled.  The  explanation  given  by  the  Hon. 
the  Postmaster-General  would  come  well  from  a 
person  acting  as  a  special  pleader — if  pleading 
specially  to  a  declaration  before  you,  Sir,  sitting 
here  as  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  you  are 
asked  to  decide  a  thing  not  upon  its  merits  or 
justice,  but  upon  technicalities.  What  is  the 
position  t«ken  up  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Otago  P  He  says,  "  I  have  gone  from  the  Assem- 
bly, and  I  intend  to  test  the  legality  of  the  Act 
under  which  it  is  sought  to  abolish  the  Province 
of  Otago."  What  should  have  been  the  attitude 
of  the  Government  P  They  were  bound  by  every 
possible  obligation  to  have  answered  him  care- 
fully and  correctly.  But  what  do  they  say  ?  They 
inform  Mr.  Macandrew  that  the  Queen  has  as-  • 
sented  to  this  law.  That  statement  is  untrue. 
They  tell  Mr.  Macandrew  that  his  law  is  not  of 
equal  viUue  to  that  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
C^wn  at  Home,  and  the  Law  Officers  hero.  They 
have  not  yet  got  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  at  Home. 

An  Hon.  Mvmbbb. — They  don't  want  it. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — There  are  some  men  who 
require  neither  law  nor  reason,  but  simply  re- 
quire to  belong  to  that  body  which  will  exercise 
brute  force — that  will  overcome  every  argument, 
oppose  justice,  and  carry  out  its  decision  in  the 
face  of  reason  and  prudence.  Ko  doubt  my 
honorable  friend  thinxs  it  a  great  waste  of  time 
to  consider  a  question  of  this  kind.  They  look 
at  the  Abolition  Act  not  in  regard  to  the  effect 
which  it  will  have  upon  the  morals  and  well-being 
of  the  people,  but  as  to  its  effect  upon  the  re- 
venue, i  am  sorry,  indeed,  that  the  Government 
should  have  so  far  departed  from  what  I  consider 
fair  party  warfare  as  in  the  first  instance  to  have 
sent  a  one-sided  statement  of  facts  to  Her  Majesty 
at  home,  and  subsequently,  in  reply  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Otago,  to  have  made  statements  that 
were  not  warranted  by  facts.  The  people  who 
read  the  telegrams  will  now  be  of  opinion  that  the 
question  as  to  the  validity  of  the  Act  has  been 
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raised  at  Home  and  definitelj  settled.  Well,  it 
is  possible  that  tbu  Act  may  have  gone  through 
the  ordeal  of  inspection  at  Home  and  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  yet, 
before  a  competent  tribunal,  it  might  be  held  to 
be  bad  in  law. 

Mr.  WHITAEEB.~The  honorable  sentleman 
says  that  I  expressed  no  opinion  myself— that  I 
carefully  evaded  the  question  as  to  whether  this 
Act  was  uUra  vire9  or  not.  Now,  looking  at  the 
authorities  there  were  on  the  subject,  I  did  not 
wish  to  obtrude  my  opinion  on  the  House.  As 
the  honorable  member  has  challenged  me  to  say 
what  I  think  on  this  subject,  I  say  that,  after  the 
most  careful  and  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
matter  during  the  last  twelve  months,  I  have 
come  clearly  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Act  is  not 
uUra  vir&9» 

Sir  a.  aRBT.— I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply.  I  wish  to  know  in  what  way  the  state- 
ments put  forth  by  the  Government  can  reach 
the  public. 

l£r.  M  ANDERS.— I  ask  whether  the  honorable 
member  is  in  order  in  addressing  the  House.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has,  with  something  like  a 
surprise  motion,  introduced  one  of  those  constitu- 
tional subjects  which  require  careful  considera- 
tion. The  honorable  gentleman  is  soing  to  reply 
to  arguments  on  a  motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  I  ask  you,  Sir,  whether  that  is  in 
order  or  not. 

Mr.  SPSAEER.— The  honorable  member,  in 
my  opinion,  is  in  order.  When  a  motion  for  ad- 
journment supersedes  another  as  an  amendment, 
there  is  no  right  of  reply ;  but  when  it  is  a  sub- 
stantive motion,  as  at  present,  there  is  a  right  of 
reply.  These,  however,  are  motions  that  ought 
to  be  used  very  sparingly  indeed. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  beg  to  say  a  very  few  words 
in  reply.  I  think  a  most  unfair  impression  has 
been  created  throughout  the  entire  country  upon 
the  subject  of  the  validity  of  the  Abolition  Act. 
In  the  whole  course  of  my  experience,  I  cannot 
recollect  anything  equally  unfair,  looking  at  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  at  issue.  A  distinct 
statement  is  made  that  Her  Maiestv  the  Queen 
assented  to  this  Act ;  and  not  only  that,  but  that 
assertion  has  to  be  read  in  connection  with  the 
statement  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  at  Home,  the  action  of  the  Assem- 
bly in  regard  to  the  Abolition  Act  was  not  ultra 
mVef.  Both  of  those  statements  were  absolutely 
untrue.  I  regret  to  use  those  words ;  but  Her 
Majesty  has  not  assented  to  the  Act,  and  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  have  given  no  such 
opinion.  In  every  village  of  New  Zealand  by  this 
time,  by  the  aid  of  the  telegraph,  those  positive 
statements  by  the  Qovemment  have  been  made 
known  to  the  inhabitants.  It  is  now  extremely 
difficult  to  eradicate  the  impressions  made  on 
their  minds,  and  we  have  no  hope  of  eradicating 
them,  because  we  cannot  send  telegrams  through- 
out the  country  in  the  manner  the  Government 
can.  I  consider,  therefore,  that  this  was  a  matter 
of  the  most  extreme  urgency,  and  I  conceive  we 
were  quite  justified  in  bringing  the  subject  before 
the  House.  I  am  sure  that  every  person  who 
possesses  a  fair  mind  will  think  that  the  posi- 
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tion  in  which  we    have    been   placed    is    moefc 
nnfair  and  most  unfortunate.    I    really  hardlj 
know    in    what    language    I    should     properly 
characterize  the  action  which  has    been    taken 
to   oreate  a  wrong  impression   throughout    the 
whole  of  New   Zealand,  and  to   obtain    adhe- 
rents to  a  cause  which  I  think  would    other- 
wise have  been  a  falling  one.     I    believe.   Sir, 
that  in  raising  this  question  I  have  thoroughly 
done  my  duty.     I  Mieve  that  the   Souse  has 
never  before  completely  understood  the  position 
of  the  Queen  in  reference  to  these  Acts.    ^  If  the 
Governor  had  not  assented  to  the  Act — if,  as  J 
believe 
reserved 

believe  the  validity  t 
tested.  The  question  would  have  been  raised 
whether  or  not  the  Queen  could  be  properly 
advised  to  assent  to  such  a  law,  and  whether  or 
not  it  was  uUra  viret  for  the  Assembly  to  pass 
that  Act.  But  no  such  question  was  raised. 
The  Governor  assented  in  the  Queen's  name. 
Neither  the  Gk>vemor  nor  the  Solicitor-General 
made  a  candid  or  true  statement  of  the  object 
and  intentions  of  the  Act,  the  position  of  the 
population  of  the  colony,  or  of  what  had  taken 
place.         

Major  ATKINSON.— I  understand  the  honoi^ 
able  gentleman  said  the  Governor  did  not  make 
a  candid  statement.  I  take  it  that  that  is 
language  which  ought  not  to  be  used  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  in  order  in  referring  to  the  Govemor 
in  that  direct  manner.  I  took  occasion,  in  a 
former  debate,  to  check  an  honorable  member 
who  referred  in  the  same  direct  manner  to  the 
proceedings  in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
The  same  principle  ought  to  guide  us  in  reference 
to  the  action  of  the  Govemor  of  the  colony,  who 
is  guided  by  his  Responsible  Advisers. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Then  I  will  say  that  His  Ex- 
cellency was  not  advised  to  make  that  full  and 
candid  statement  which  it  was  imperative  upon 
him  to  have  made  when  the  question  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  country  was  at  stake.  That  is 
my  deUberate  opinion.  I  say,  therefore,  that  the 
House  should  recollect  that  what  took  place  was 
this :  that  the  Govemor  having  been  advised  to 
give  his  assent  to  this  law  without  referring  it  to 
the  Queen,  the  law  was  left  to  its  operation ;  and 
Her  Majesty's  Advisers,  knowing  that  at  any  time 
within  two  years  representations  could  be  made 
of  the  unwillingness  of  the  subjects  of  this  coun- 
try to  submit  to  it,  thought  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  such  supervision  of  the  law  as  is  ezercLBed 
where  the  law  is  submitted  for  the  Queen's  as* 
sent.  And  I  say  there  was  nothing  in  the  de- 
spatches sent  Home  containing  this  law,  nothing 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor- General  in  refer- 
ence to  it  which  was  at  the  same  time  sent  Home, 
which  raised  any  one  of  the  real  points  at  issue- 
any  one  of  the  points  which  had  been  debated  in 
this  Assembly,  and  which  had  been  agitating  the 
minds  of  the  entire  countiy.  I  contend  that  all 
those  points  ought  to  have  been  raised,  and  fairly 
submitted  to  the  authorities  at  Home.  We  hare 
been  told — and  I  was  veiy  glad  to  hear  the  state- 
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ment  made — thafc  eTen  in  the  case  of  laws  made 
by  ProTineial  Couneilt,  which  were  eobmitted  to 
Crown  Law  Officers  appointed  by  this  Assembly, 
and  approTed  of  by  them  as  being  lawfa),  upon 
questions  being  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court  it  was  found  in  some  oases  that  those  laws 
were  ultra  virea.  And  I  beliere  myself  that  eren 
if  the  Law  Offioera  of  the  Crown  had  been  con- 
•olted  upon  the  Abolition  Act,  it  would  hereafter 
be  admitted,  upon  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  ultimately  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Prify  Council,  that  this  House  had  no  power 
whaterer  to  pass  the  Abolition  Act.  The  Hon. 
the  Postmaster-Qeneral  made  frequent  sarcastic 
refermces  to  my  baring  giren  the  opinion  that 
the  Abolition  Act  was  ultra  vires  ;  that  I  was  no 
lawyer;  and  that  no  lawyers  had  giren  that 
opinion.  I  belicTe  myself  that  he  knew  well  that 
one  eminent  Judge  was  of  that  opinion,  and  he 
did  not  tell  the  House  that  fact. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB.— I  did  not  know  of  it. 

Sir  a.  Q-BSY.— I  am  surprised  to  hear  that 
statement.  I  beliere  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
the  only  member  coming  from  the  Auckland  Pro- 
Tince,  or  at  all  eyents  from  the  Ticinity  of  the 
city  of  Auckland,  who  does  not  know  that.  I 
beuere  th»t  is  the  case ;  and  many  other  lawyers 
in  the  country  hold  that  opinion,  as  well  as  other 
lawyers  out  of  the  country.  The  honorable 
gentleman  knew  that  the  Chief  Justice  himself 
admitted  there  was  such  a  doubt  that  the  opinion 
of  the  Law  OiBcers  of  the  Crown  in  England 
should  be  taken.  All  those  facts  were  omitted 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  made  one  of 
the  most  wandering  and  garrulous  speeches  in 
reference  to  the  subject  that  I  ever  heard. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB.— Is  the  honorable  member 
speaking  of  his  own  speech  F  Because,  if  he  is,  I 
quite  agree  with  him. 

Sir  O.  OBEY.— I  hare  simply  to  affirm  what 
I  haye  said  as  the  fact.  I  still  hope  that  the 
Goyemment  will  take  some  means  to  haye  tele- 
naphed  to  other  parts  of  the  country  besides 
Wellington  the  &ct  of  the  admission  they  this 
day  made,  that  they  are  in  possession  of  no 
opinion,  no  correspozidence,  no  adyioe  from  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  England  to  the 
effect  that  the  action  taken  by  the  General  As- 
sembly in  regard  to  the  AboUtion  Act  was  not 
mltra  viret,  and  will,  at  the  same  time,  communi- 
cate to  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zea- 
land in  the  same  rapid  way  that  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  has  not  assented  to  the  Abolition  Act,  and 
that  they  haye  committed  a  gross  wrong  in  per- 
mittine  the  Goyemor  to  forward  a  statement  of 
that  kind  under  his  own  name  and  with  all  the 
authority  of  his  office. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
negiitiyed. 

PBESS  TELEGBAMS. 
Mr.  JOYCE  said  the  motion  standing  in  his 
name  was  not  of  yeiy  wide-spread  importance, 
or  rather,  was  confined  in  its  interest  to  a  com- 
parattrely  small  section  of  the  community.  He 
would,  therefore,  be  as  brief  as  possible  in  ex- 
plaining hilt  reasons  for  placing  it  on  the  Order 
Paper.    They  were  these :  There  were  two  sections 


of  the  Press  using  the  telegraph,  but  there  was 
a  difference  in  the  charges  leried  on  these  two 
sections  of  50  per  cent.  Any  papers  recetying 
their  telegrams  during  the  day  had  to  pay  twice 
as  much  as  those  which  receired  theirs  during 
the  night.  Incidental  to  that  was  this  other 
fact :  that  the  papers  which  received  their  tele- 
grams during  the  night  receiyed  practically  an 
unlimited  number  of  words,  whereas  those  re- 
ceiring  them  during  the  day  were  restricted  to 
a  comparatiyely  small  number.  The  effect  of 
this  was,  in  the  first  instance,  to  eiye  a  very 
handsome  bonus  to  one  section  of  that  trade — 
if  he  might  so  designate  it — and,  in  the  next,  to 
giye  it  trade  adyantages,  to  a  yery  high  degree, 
oyer  its  competitors,  as  he  might  call  those 
papers  published  in  the  eyening.  The  objection 
to  the  uniformity  of  tariff  was,  he  understood, 
that  the  pressure  upon  the  Telegraphic  De- 
partment during  the  day  was  so  great  that  it 
would  be  unaUe  to  oyertake  the  work  if  the 
eyening  papers  were  allowed  to  haye  Uieir  tele- 
grams transmitted  in  equal  numbers  to  those 
transmitted  at  night.  As,  howeyer,  telegrams 
were  transmitted  during  the  night  to  an  almost 
unlimited  extent,  it  might  be  argued  that,  if  the 
officers  employed  during  the  night  were  employed 
during  the  day,  so  as  to  giye  the  same  adyantagei 
to  all,  there  would  be  no  real  difficulty.  There 
must  be  double  the  number  of  operators  em- 
ployed to  conyey  those  messages  sent  during  the 
night;  and  if  these  were  placed  on  the  day 
staff  there  would  be  yery  little  difficulty  in 
oyertaking  the  work.  If  there  were  such  a 
difficulty,  it  might  be  obyiated  by  keeping 
the  offices  open  for  an  hour  or  two  later  in  the 
afternoon,  and  it  would  be  also  possible  to  limit 
the  hour  at  night  at  which  telemms  might  be 
sent.  At  present,  he  understood  telegrams  were 
not  unfrequently  being  transmitted  theoughout 
the  whole  m'ght.  That  must  bear  yei;^  hardly 
upon  the  department  i  and  he  felt  certain,  if  the 
staff  were  emnloyed  during  the  day,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  oyertaking  'the  work.  An 
illustration  of  the  differential  tariff  now  leyied 
might  be  found  in  the  Customs  Department. 
Supposing  there  were  two  importers  in  the  same 
line  of  business,  and  the  Goyemment  were  to 
say  to  one  of  them,  "  If  you  will  pay  your  duties 
during  the  night,  we  will  take  off  50  per  cent," 
would  not  that  be  to  giye  him  a  great  adyantage, 
so  that  he  would  be  able  to  undersell  his  com- 
petitor? For,  after  all,  these  words  tele^phed 
to  newspapers  were  practically  merchandise,  and 
the  paper  which  haa  60  per  cent,  taken  off  the 
charge  got  so  much  adyantage  oyer  its  com- 
petitor. It  might  be  possible  to  arrange  this 
matter  satisfactorily  to  both  parties,  by  some- 
what limiting  the  number  of  words  allowed  dur- 
ing the  day,  as  well  as  thoae  allowed  during  the 
night.  He  had  seen  what  he  thought  almost  an 
(abuse  of  this  freedom  of  transmitting  telegrams 
at  night.  He  had  seen  thousands  of  words  need- 
lessly transmitted  during  the  night,  the  trans- 
mission of  which  must  have  kept  the  whole 
department  at  work,  and  necessitated  the  keeping 
up  all  night  of  many  youns  persons,  who,  in  the 
hope  of  getting  better  paid,  were  not  unwilling 
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to  do  work  the  eonsequencM  of  which  most  be 
rery  prejudicial  to  them. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  desirable  the 
charges  for  Press  telegrams  should  be  uniform." 
— {Mr,  Jayoe.) 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  would  like  to  place  honor- 
able members  precisely  in  possession  of  the  state 
of  this  matter  at  present.  With  regard  to  the 
proposal  of  the  honorable  member,  he  would 
point  out  that,  if  carried,  it  would  exactly  do 
away  with  what  he  wanted  to  arrive  at,  as  it 
merely  asked  that  the  charges  for  Press  telegrams 
should  be  uniform.  The  ml  fact  of  the  matter 
was,  that  the  only  exception  in  favour  of  any 
portion  of  the  Press  was  in  favour  of  the  evening 
papers,  and  all  other  papers  were  on  an  equal 
fooling  with  each  other.  Press  telegrams  sent  be- 
tween the  hours  of  eight  a.m.  and  five  p.m.  were 
charged  half  ordinary  rates  j  and  from  five  p.m. 
to  the  time  when  the  offices  closed,  the  charges 
were,  for  the  first  25  words  6d.,  and  for  every 
25  words  in  addition  3d.,  or  at  the  rate  of  la 
3d.  for  100  words.  The  evening  papers  had  pre- 
cisely the  same  privileges  as  the  morning  papers, 
because  they  coiud  send  during  the  day  telegrams 
in  the  same  way  as  morning  papers.  They  could 
both  send  telegrams  at  half  the  price  charged  to 
the  public,  and  had  the  additional  privilege  of 
sending  them  at  a  lower  rate  during  the  night. 
The  point  of  the  matter  wae  this :  that  it  did  not 
suit  the  evening  papers  to  send  their  telegrams 
between  the  hours  of  five  and  eight  p.m.,  be- 
cause their  publication  took  place  at  ^te  o'clock. 
They  therefore  could  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
cheaper  rates  in  the  evening  which  the  other 
papers  enjoyed.  In  order  to  meet  that  difiieulty, 
a  special  exemption  had  been  made  in  favour  of 
the  evening  papers,  and  they  were  allowed  during 
tbe  business  hours  of  the  day  to  send  200  words 
at  the  same  rate  as  the  evening  telegrams 
were  transmitted. .  Under  all  the  circumstances, 
he  thought  200  words  were  sufilcient;  but  in 
the  case  of  mails  from  Australia  or  England, 
the  evening  papers  were  allowed  to  receive  an 
additional  200  words,  making  400  in  all  at  the 
cheaper  rate.  This  was  a  privilege  the  morn- 
ing papers  did  not  enjoy.  Ajb  rega»)ed  the  Press 
generally,  he  might  say  that  the  Press  in  New 
Zealand  was  more  &voured  in  this  respect  than 
the  Press  in  any  other  colony,  or  in  England. 
For  tbe  information  of  the  House  he  would  read 
the  charges  made  in  other  countries.  In  England 
the  charge  was,  by  day,  75  words  for  la,  and  by 
night  100  words  for  Is.  In  Victoria,  between  the 
hours  of  half-past  eiffht  a.m.  and  six  p.m.,  10 
words  for  6d.,  and  id.  every  additional  word — 
very  hearly  the  same  as  in  New  Zealand,  except 
that  we  sent  12  words  instead  of  10  for  the  same 
price.  Between  six  p.m.  and  eight  p.m.,  100 
words  and  under.  Is.  6d. — in  New  Zealand  Is. 
8d. — and  every  additional  50  words  and  under, 
6d.  The  difference  in  Victoria  was  that  the  office 
was  open  for  one  hour  in  the  day  for  evening 
papers — between  one  and  two  o'clock  p.m. — 
whereas  in  New  Zealand  there  was  no  limitation 
as  to  the  time,  and  they  could  send  200  words  at 
any  hour  during  the  day.    That  was  a  privilege 


not  accorded  in  Victoria.  In  Soutti  Austin 
charges  were,  for  the  first  10  words  6d., 
every  additional  word  id.,  and  there  was  r 
exemption  whatever.  The  Press  of  South 
lia  had  therefore  to  pay  precisely  what  the 
paid  here  during  the  day,  but  had  no  priv 
a  lower  charge  between  five  p.m.  and  eig 
In  Queensland  the  chaise  was,  for  the  i 
words  Is.,  and  for  every  additional  word 
that  tbe  papers  had  to  pay  tbe  full  rates,  a 
no  privileges  as  in  New  Zealand.  In  New 
Wales  also  the  rate  was  Is.  for  the  first  10 
and  Id.  for  eveiy  additional  word,  or  mor 
double  the  rates  charged  in  New  Zealand, 
seqnently  the  Press  of  New  Zealand  had  ] 
privileges  than  the  Press  of  any  other  color 
quite  as  great  as  that  in  England.  He  woi 
object  to  increase  the  number  of  words  thai 
be  sent  during  the  day,  were  it  not  that  1 
informed  by  the  department  that  it  woul< 
much  interfere  with  the  business  of  the  g 

{mblio.  The  evening  papers  had  the  same 
eges  as  the  morning  papers  in  sending  tele 
at  night,  and  had  the  additional  privilege  of 
ing  200  words  at  reduced  rates  during  the  c 
ordinary  occasions,  400  words  when  the  £ 
or  Australian  mails  arrived,  and  500  durii 
session  of  the  General  Assembly.  On  the  i 
he  thought  the  House  would  come  to  the 
elusion  that,  as  the  matter  stood  at  presen 
pa[)ers  received  all  they  were  justly  and  : 
entitled  to.  He  therefore  hoped  the  m 
would  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  BEES  was  surprised  and  grieved  to 
the  honorable  {member  for  Waikato  state, 
reason  why  additional  privileges  should  nc 
granted  to  the  Press  in  New  Zealand,  th 
was  better  treated  than  the  Press  elsewhere. 

Mr,  WHITAKEB  had  objected  on  accoui 
the  interference  with  the  business  of  tbengei 
public 

Mr.  BEES  thought  it  would  not  inte 
with  the  public  business  in  the  slightest  dej 
The  public  would  get  far  more  information 
regara  to  public  occurrences  by  giving  e 
advantage  to  the  Press  than  by  any  other  m( 
It  was  the  Press  which  conveyed  all  i 
throughout  the  country;  and  he  was  sure 
House  could  not  do  better  than  throw  open  e 
avenue  to  the  Press,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  coi 
news  conoemine  markets  and  politics  and  lit 
ture  and  everything  else  throughout  the  ooun 
He  trusted  that  the  House  would  not  be  bai 
in  a  matter  of  this  sort  by  what  was  called 
interest  of  the  public.  It  was  prifate  busin 
not  public  business,  that  would  be  interfered  w 
if  there  was  any  interference.  If  the  businesi 
private  indiriduals  was  interfered  with,  let 
number  of  telegraph  officers  be  incressed.  It  i 
only  a  matter  of  expense.  If  the  Press  was  exer 
ing  any  influence  on  public  opinion  by  thoroug 
informinff  the  people  on  all  subjects,  there  ou, 
to  be  a  urger  staff  of  officers  emplojed,  so  i 
private  interests  should  not  be  interfered  wi 
But  private  interest  should  not  interfere  w 
public  interest,  and  the  interest  of  the  Press  v 
public  interest.  He  trusted,  as  they  hoped 
make  New  Zealand  a  leader  among  oommumfci 
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IIiAt  hononble  memben  would,  in  Ihis  at  in  other 
matton,  giye  erorj  fiunlifcj  for  the  dicolation  of 
pubUo  opinion.  They  could  never  gire  fehem 
that  more  efficiently  than  by  haring  free  inter- 
oommnnieation  of  ideas,  and  intelligenoe  of  ^ 
■oeial  and  political  moTemente  that  were  going 
on.  He  hoped  the  GoTemment  would  not 
oppoae  the  meaenre,  and  that  the  Houm  would 
Me  that  it  wm  neoeenry  to  allow  the  PreM  to 
reoeiTe  as  much  news  aa  ponible  at  the  loweet 
poeaible  cost 

Mi.  MUBBAY  said  that,  although  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  motion,  yet  he  did  not  think  that 
if  it  were  carried  it  would  be  lo  adTantageous 
to  the  Press  as  some  honorable  members  seemed 
to  think.  While  on  the  subject,  he  might  say 
that  he  found  on  inquiry  that  the  Press  te&grams 
for  last  year  only  amounted  to  £6,988,  ancf  that 
the  loss  upon  the  Telegraph  Department  was 
£19,477  a  year.  He  thonsht  that  a  great  deal 
of  money  was  wasted  on  GoTemment  telegrams. 
During  the  past  twelre  months,  the  cost  of  the 
QoTemment  telegrams  alone  had  been  £16,164 
6s.,  as  against  £48,000  a  year  derired  from  the 
public  at  Iai)ce.  Thus,  one-third  of  the  whole 
number  of  the  telegrams  were  sent  by  the  Go- 
Temment. He  found  that  the  Native  Depart- 
ment alone  sent  telegrams  to  the  value  of  £8,609 
14s.  a  year.  He  would  suggest  to  the  Govem- 
ment  that  each  department  should  be  charged 
with  the  amount  of  its  expenditure  in  telegrams, 
and  that  that  amount  should  be  Toted  by  Par- 
liament. 

Ut.  MANDEBS  said  he  was  deeply  sensible 
as  to  the  views  which  were  held  by  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Dunedin  evening  papers  on  tnis  sub- 
ject at  all  evente— namely,  that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  receive  messages  on  the  same  terms  as 
the  morning  papers,  and  he  was  sure  those  views 
were  shared  in  by  the  proprietors  of  all  evening 
papers  throughout  the  colony.  As  he  understood 
the  matter,  the  objection  of  the  Hon.  the  Post- 
master-G^eral  to  the  motion  was  that,  if  it  were 
carried,  there  would  be  so  great  a  pressure  on  the 
wires  that  the  public  would  be  moonvenienoed. 
He  was  quite  certain  that  the  evening  papers 
might  be  allowed  the  same  privilege  as  the  morn- 
ing ones— to  the  extent  of  500  words  per  day,  at 
all  events.  Bven  if  this  privilege  were  granted, 
he  did  not  believe  that  every  Evening  paper  in 
the  odony  would  take  advantage  of  it  when 
Parliament  was  not  sitting.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  opposition  which  vras  o£bred  to  the 
motion  was  regulated  by  the  experience  of  a  very 
recent  date.  The  motion  was  yeir  vaguely 
worded.  It  merely  said,  "  That,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  House,  it  is  desirable  the  charges  for  Press 
telegrams  should  be  uniform."  The  rsal  quesUoli 
at  issue  was  not  made  apparent  in  the  motion. 
That  question  was  whether  the  evening  papers 
should  haye  the  privilege  of  receiving  500  words 
at  the  rates  whioh  they  at  present  paid.  It  was, 
after  all,  but  a  question  of  extending  to  the 
evening  papers  the  privilege  granted  to  the  morn- 
ing papers.  Speaking  at  one  who  felt  interested 
in  newspaper  work,  and  who  had  made  inquiries 
on  the  subject,  he  could  say  ihat  the  evening 
p»pflM  in  Dnnedin  had  been  vaiy  faizly  treated. 


He  hoped  that  the  Hon.  the  Postmaster-General 
would  see  his  way  to  removing  his  objections  to 
the  motion,  and  that  the  evening  papers  through- 
out the  colony  would  be  alloweid  to  receive  500 
words  per  day  at  the  present  rates. 

Mr.  BARFF  said  he  had  had  very  considerable 
experience  in  connection  with  both  morning  and 
evening  newspapers,  and  he  must  say  that  the 
proprietors  of  evening  papers  throughout  the 
colony  felt  themselves  aggrieved  at  not  having 
received  the  same  advantages  that  the  morning 

?&pers  had.  With  regard  to  what  the  Hon.  the 
Mtmaster-General  had  said  about  the  evening 
papers  receiving  information  at  low  rates,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  say  that  such  information 
was  frequently  not  worth  what  it  cost.  He  coiUd 
say  from  experience  that  the  telegrams,  which 
were  hurriedly  sent  to  the  newspapers  as  a  rule — 
he  meant  the  ordinary  Press  tdegrams — often 
came  through  in  such  a  form  that  a  man  required 
to  be  speciaUy  trained  before  he  could  understand 
what  they  meant.  A  person  might  read  them 
backwards  or  forwards;  but  unless  he  had  had 
special  training,  he  would  not  be  able  to  make 
head  or  tail  of  them.  He  had,  unfortunately, 
wasted  an  immense  amount  of  time  in  deciphering 
those  telegrams;  consequently  he  was  able  to 
express  an  opinion  regarding  them.  He  was  not 
surprised  tnat  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce 
objected  to  the  motion.  If  he  was  not  mistaken, 
a  morning  newspaper  published  in  the  district 
representMl  hy  tlm  honorable  gentleman  had  been 
threatened  with  an  action  for  copying  telegrams 
from  other  papers  without  having  paid  for  them, 
and  without  even  having  acknowledged  the  source 
from  which  they  were  derived. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  wished  to  observe  that  he  had 
no  connection  with  any  newspaper. 

Mr.  BABFF  had  not  said  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  connected  with  the  newspaper  in 
question,  or  any  other.  It  was  even  possible  that 
he  never  read  that  paper.  H9  had  merely  said 
that  a  paper  published  in  the  district  which  the 
honorable  member  represented  had  been  threat- 
ened with  an  action  for  copying  telegrams  for 
which  it  had  not  paid.  Speaking  as  a  man  who 
had  had  a  large  amount  of  e^>erience,  he  said 
that  the  mcmung  papers  did  copy  telegrams  from 
the  evening  papers.  Thev  copied  them  without 
acknowleSi^ent,  and  without  paying  for  them 
— they  hauied  them  up,  in  fact,  and  reprinted 
them,  while  the  evening  papers  had  to  pay  a  hi^h 
price  for  them.  He  might  possibly  be  wrong  m 
what  he  was  going  to  say,  but  he  would  remind 
honorable  inembers,  and  especially  those  gentle- 
men who  were  connected  with  the  Press,  that  at 
the  time  the  alteration  was  made  in  the  rate  of 
payment  in  favour  of  the  morning  papers,  there 
was  a  Teiy  general  impression  abroad  that  the 
morning  pftpers  were  especially  favoured  in  the 
transmission  of  news  for  a  certain  reason.  It 
was  believed  that  the  Government  of  the  day  had 
carefully  considered  Uie  politics  of  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  papers^ one  against  another; 
and  that,  as  the  pohtios  of  the  eyeninf  papers 
of  the  day  were  opposed  to  those  of  tne  exist- 
ing Government,  the  alteration  was  made  more 
aa  a  punishment  to  the  eTeniog  papers  than 
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as  a  question  of  polioy.  That  impression  pre- 
railed  to  a  very  considerable  extent ;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  Goyermnent  would  now  see  their 
waj  to  remedying  it,  by  putting  the  morning  and 
evening  papers  on  the  same  footing.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  convenience  of  the  public  would 
be  interfered  with  during  the  daytime  if  the 
motion  was  agreed  to;  and  therefore  he  hoped 
that  no  opposition  would  be  shown  to  it. 

Mr.  STOUT  had  one  or  two  remarks  to  make 
with  reference  to  this  matter.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  there  should  be  no  distinctions  whatever 
made  between  the  various  sections  of  the  Press. 
But,  nevertheless,  distinctions  were  drawn.  The 
hours  for  sending  Press  telegrams  were  so  ar- 
ranged that  the  messages,  as  »r  as  the  evening 
papers  were  concerned,  were  almost  perfectly 
useless.  The  morning  papers  had  greater  advan- 
tages than  the  evening  journals.  He  believed 
that  if  now,  when  great  strides  had  been  made  in 
the  way  of  telegraphic  communication  throughout 
the  colony — when  fresh  wires  had  been  erected — 
the  Telegraph  Department  would  only  consider 
the  matter,  there  would  be  concessions  made  to 
the  evening  papers ;  and  he  thought  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Wallace  should  be 
affirmed  by  the  House.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  carry  the  motion. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  it  was  amusing  to  hear 
honorable  members  calling  out  about  retrench- 
ment. That  was  a  very  good  crv,  no  doubt  j  but 
he  imagined  that  when  honorable  members  were 
deeply  interested  in  a  matter,  they  were  not  so 
very  particular  about  retrenchment.  It  was  very 
weU  Known  that  if  the  wires  were  occupied  with 
Press  messages  during  the  daytime,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  send  other  messages  for  the  public. 
The  Press  throughout  the  colony  had  received 
the  greatest  consideration  from  the  Telegraph  De- 
partment, and  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
set  their  face  against  granting  any  more  conces- 
sions to  it.  With  regard  to  the  evening  papers, 
he  might  say  that  after  a  certain  hour  in  the  day 
any  of  the  papers  could  send  telegrams  at  a  very 
low  rate— he  believed  twenty-five  words  for  six- 
pence— ^which  was  very  much  less  than  the  public 
were  allowed  to  use  the  wires  for.  He  quite 
agreed  that  it  was  desirable  to  give  the  Press 
every  opportunity  of  obtaining  and  circulating 
the  fullest  information  throughout  the  colony ; 
but  to  grant  further  concessions  would  only 
increase  the  loss  of  the  department.  At  present, 
the  Telegraph  Department  did  not  pay  its  ex- 
penses, and  theretore  they  should  ht  chary  in 
dealing  more  liberally  with  the  Press  in  the 
matter  of  telegrams.  He  trusted  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  support  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wallace. 

Mr.  JOTCS  said  he  would  reply  in  the  short- 
est possible  way.  He  thought  that  the  Hon.  the 
Commissioner  of  Telegraphs  had  wandered  away 
into  regions  to  which  his  motion  really  had  no 
reference  whatever,  by  referring  to  the  Press  in 
this  and  every  other  part  of  the  world.  The  only 
thing  that  bis  (Mr.  Joyce's)  attention  was  di- 
rected to  was  this :  that  an  exceeding  unfairness 
existed  between  the  two  sections  of  the  Press  in 
this  colony — that  the  charges  made  to  the  even- 


ing papers  were  much  greater  than  those  made  to 
the  morning  papers.     The  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  seemed  to  hare  got  thoroughly 
imbued  with  the  rules   of    the  Telegraph    De- 
partment, and  was  apparently  unable  to  shake 
them  off.     He  appeared  to  have  listened  to  what 
had  been  told  him  by  those  who  were  interested 
in  the  department,  and  had,  in  fact,  been  entirely 
ffuided  by  them.     He  had  no  doubt  that   the 
department,  as  was  the  custom  with  all  depart- 
ments, would  wish  to  keep  things  as  they  were. 
It  had  been  said  that  it  would  not  do  to  send 
those  messages  during  the  day ;  but  after  all  it 
was  nothing  but  a  question  of  another  wire  or  so 
being  erected,  and  a  couple  more  operators  being 
employed  during  the  day  instead  of  during  the 
night.    Ten  times  the  work  was  done  at  night ; 
and  instead-  of  its  being  found  to  be  a  matter  of 
retrenchment,  it  cost  a  great  deal  more  than  the 
actual  departmental  receipts.    He  felt  quite  satis- 
fied it  would  be  no  strain  on  the  department  to  - 
do  all  that  was  asked  for  by  the  motion. 

Question  put,  "That  the  motion  be  agreed 
to  ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         14 


Majority  for 


Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Eitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hurstbouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 

For. 
Mr.  Sheehan. 
The  motion  was 


12 


Atss. 

Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bichmond, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Steut, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellert, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Joyce. 

Non. 

Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Whitoker. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Beynolds. 

Paib. 

Against. 
I  Mr.  Cox. 
consequently  agreed  to. 


OLUTHA  BIYEB. 
Mr.  PTKB,  in  moving  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name,  assured  the  House  he  had  not  dons  bo 
without  fully  considering  what  was  implied  in  it. 
The  Clutha  liUver,  which  had  its  sources  in  the 
lakes  at  the  extremity  of  the  Province  of  Otago, 
was  already  navigated  for  a  considerable  distance, 
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•i  br  M  the  noutli  of  ilia  Tuapeka  Sirer  in  fact ; 
■ad  the  obieot  of  the  motion  was  to  execate  a 
flhef  nurejr  of  the  river  above  that  point,  so  as 
to  aMtrtMn  whether  it  could  not  be  navigated 
faither  up.  That  it  was  praeticable,  he  had  no 
doabi  whatever.  The  navigation  waa  impeded 
h«e  tad  tbste  bj  loose  rooks,  and  there  were  one 
or  two  places  where,  the  narigaUon  was  impeded 
bj  roeks  abutting  upon  the  river.  He  was 
MtiflAKl  that  for  a  small  sum  of  money — ^for 
s  lea  sam  than  oould  make  a  mile  of  road — 
the  whole  river  would  be  made  navigable  from 
tiw  isa  up  to  the  Lakee.  If  it  oould  be  done  for 
a  Bioderate  sum,  be  thought  the  House  would 
•ffrse  that  it  would  be  a  desirable  work  to  aecom- 
pLsh.  It  would  stave  off  application  for  railways 
for  Biany  yrars  to  come,  and  would  at  once  estab- 
liib  cheap  communicalion  between  the  extremity 
of  the  Plovinoe  of  Otago  and  the  sea-ooast.  He 
bdd  in  his  hand  Captain  Hutton's  Gkologioal 
Bfpofi  of  the  Province  of  Otago,  in  one  of  the 
Appendifics  of  which  Mr.  McKerrow,  Chief  Sur- 
Ttf  or»  supplied  the  altitudes  of  the  Clyde  Biver. 
At  a  pbce  called  Ettrick  it  is  only  211  feet  above 
the  isa  level,  and  that  iras  a  point  where  it  was 
proposed  to  eonstmct  two  railways  —  one  from 
Tuapeka,  and  one  by  vray  of  Waipahi  and  Tapa- 
QoL  This  point  is  only  sixty- five  miles  distant 
from  the  sea-ooaat,  and  that  gives  a  fall  of  not 
mors  than  three  and  a  quarter  feet  per  mile,  and 
Bodiing  prevented  the  river  being  used  now  for 
purposes  of  navigation  but  the  presence  of  a 
number  of  looee  boulders.  For  the  next  thirty- 
five  mika,  the  elevation  is  seven  feet  per  mile ; 
sad  for  the  next  thirteen  miles  it  is  four  feet  per 
mile.  That  brought  them  to  the  township  of 
Cromwell,  which  vras,  in  point  of  fact,  113  miles 
in  the  intericv.  There  was  erery  possibility  of  the 
hrer  being  made  navigable,  at  an  expense  of 
£:S,000,  by  the  use  of  modem  appliances,  such  as 
dyaamite  and  nitro-glyoerine.  IdCany  years  ago, 
befine  these  asencies  were  known,  a  survey  vras 
msde  by  Br.  Hector ;  but  the  theory  of  explosion 
WIS  not  then  fully  understood,  and  the  naviga- 
tion was  not  proceeded  with  beyond  the  mouth 
of  the  Tuapeka  Biver.  The  extreme  poiot  named 
WIS  lAke  Wanaka,  at  an  altitude  of  906  feet 
above  sea  level,  and  148  miles  from  the  sea-ooast. 
Therefore  he  saw  nothing  to  prevent  the  whole 
river  being  made  navisable ;  and  if  that  were  done 
the  whole  of  the  wool  and  other  produce  of  the 
distriet  could  be  sent  down  by  this  means,  and 
this  alone  would  give  a  stimulus  to  the  district 
which  could  not  be  afforded  by  railways  for  half 
a  oentuiy  to  oome.  From  Tuapeka  to  Beaumont, 
WIS  a  distanoe  of  eleven  miles ;  and  were  the  rail- 
way continued  to  that  point — which  might  easily 
be  done,  as,  with  the  exception  of  one  hill,  it  was 
level  country — the  river  boats  would  be  brought 
into  direct  communication  with  the  present  line, 
IS,  iodeed,  they  would  also  at  Balclutha.  There 
was  a  great  scarcity  of  engineering  books  in  the 
libmies  both  here  and  in  Dunedin ;  but  he 
bad  ascertained  one  fact  which  he  would  men- 
tion to  the  House.  From  Yale  to  New  West- 
minster, on  tlie  Fraser  Biver,  British  Columbia, 
was  a  distance  of  ninety-five  miles,  but  the  cur- 
rent was  so  strong  that  it  took  a  steamer  two 


days  to  work  up,  being  at  the  rate  of  two  knots 
an  hour,  but  they  could  come  down  without 
steam  in  two  hours — thus  showing  that  the  cur- 
rent ran  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  knots  an  hour,  and 
that  to  make  two  knots  against  it  the  boats  had 
to  do  eighteen  knots.  There  is  no  part  of  the 
Clntha  Biver  where  there  is  anything  like  such  a 
current.  He  had  always  regarded  that,  great  river 
as  an  unused  work,  destined  to  perform  a*  very 
important  part  in  the  settlement  of  the  country. 
It  was  Nature's  highway  into  the  interior,  and  it 
was  a  great  pity  that  the  people  should  be  making 
roads  over  mountains  and  rauways  by  all  kinds  of 
circuitous  routes,  when  Nature  had  already  placed 
the  means  before  them  for  gaining  access  to  the 
interior.  He  trusted  the  Government  would  not 
oppose  the  motion.  He  might  mention  that  in 
1862  some  miners  purchased  two  boats,  and  with 
man-power  took  them  up  to  the  Clyde.  If  men 
could  row  boats  against  the  current,  surely  there 
waa  no  earthly  reason  why,  if  the  impediments 
to  navigation  wore  removed,  steamboats  should 
not  go  up  there  also. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  of  an  address 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  requesting  4;hat 
he  will  recommend  to  this  House  an  appropria- 
tion of  £200  -to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  flying 
survey  of  the  Clutha  Biver,  with  the  view  of 
asoertaining  the  raacticability  of  the  navigation 
thereof  to  the  Wanaka  Lake  or  any  interme- 
diate point."— (Jfr.  Pffke.) 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunstan  some  little  time  ago  brought 
this  matter  under  his  notice,  and  steps  were 
then  taken  to  get  the  best  information  upon  the 
subject.  He  found  that  the  sijrvey  the  honor- 
aUe  gentleman  spoke  of  would  take  more  time 
than  vras  then  at  the  disposal  of  the  District 
Engineer,  and  that  officer  was  therefore  unable  to 
odmply  with  the  instructions  that  were  sent  to 
him  from  Wellington.  If  the  honorable  member 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  he  would  undertake, 
on  behalf  of  the  Government,  that  the  District 
Engineer  should  make  such  a  survey  as  was  re- 
quested ;  and  if  the  report  should  be  as  favour- 
able as  the  honorable  member  had  led  the  Govern- 
ment to  expect,  and  had  led  the  House,  by  his 
remarks  that  afternoon,  to  expect,  there  would  be 
very  little  difficulty  in  bringing  down  a  recom- 
mendation for  such  a  sum  of  money  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  named,  and  he  believed  the 
House  would  cheerfully  grant  it.  He  hoped, 
with  that  understanding,  the  honorable  member 
would  not  press  the  motion,  but  would  be  satis- 
fied with  the  statement  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  MANDEBS  would  ask  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  what  engineer  would  be  employed ; 
whether  an  engineer  having  sufficient  knowledge 
and  experience  in  such  matters  would  be  selected, 
or  an  ordinary  officer,  who  would  not  be  im- 
pressed with  the  value  of  river  nayigation,  which 
was  a  matter  that  very  few  people  understood. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the  officer  who  would 
be  employed  would  probably  be  the  District 
Engineer  resident  in  Dunedin   (Mr.  Blair).    If 
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not,  Bome  other  officer  would  be  appointed  by  the 
Engineer-in-Chief. 

Mr.  THOMSON  hftd  no  doubt  that  the  honor- 
able member  would  withdraw  his  motion  after 
the  assarance  of  the  Minister  for  Pablic  Works 
that  he  would  endeayour  to  ^t  a  surrey  made  of 
the  riTer  bj  one  of  the  engmeer^.  Tlus  matter 
had  been  before  the  House  upon  sereral  occasions, 
and  He  had  tcit  much  pleasure  in  supporting  it. 
To  his  knowlMge,  the  river  had  been  navigated 
for  the  last  thirteen  years  up  to  the  mouth  oi  the 
Tuapeka  Biver.  There  was  only  one  obstruction 
in  tne  whole  course,  apart  from  sandbanks  and 
snags,  which  were  found  in  all  riTors.  There  was 
one  ledge  of  rocks,  which  ran  across  the  river, 
and  were  known  as  the  Ecdefechan  Bocks. 
He  believed  that  beyond  the  Tuapeka  mouth 
there  were  rapids  and  other  obstructions ;  but 
those  wlio  had  been  in  the  interior  of  the 
country  knew  that  the  Olutha,  even  far  above 
Clyde,  was  a  very  large  river — ^fchat  it  looked  at 
that  township  almost  as  laige  as  near  its  mouth. 
A  very  interesting  report  was  prepared  by  the  late 
Mr.  Balfour,  and  presented  to  the  Provincial 
Ooundl  of  Otaeo,  with  regard  to  the  Clutha  and 
other  riyers  and  harbours  in  that  province.  That 
report  was  well  worth  reading,  and  he  would  be 
happy  to  point  it  out  to  any  honorable  member 
who  took  an  interest  in  such  matters.  It  ap- 
peared from  it  that  the  Clutha  discharged  more 
water  into  the  sea  than  the  Nile  itself,  and  was 
much  larger  than  many  of  the  well-known  rivers 
of  the  Old  World.  A  few  hundred  pounds  would 
be  very  well  spent  upon  this  work,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  it  would  lead  to  yery  good  results. 

Mr.  PT£E  understood  Uie  assurance  of  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  to  be  that 
he  would  take  care  that  the  engineer  sent  to 
make  the  survey  would  be  qualified  to  do  so.  An 
ordinary  road  engineer  might  probably  not  have 
the  ability  to  conduct  the  necessaiy  survey,  and 
he  hoped  the  honorable  member  would  see  that 
the  officer  was  properly  qualified.  With  reference 
to  the  report  quoted  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Clutha,  he  might  say,  speaking  from  memory, 
that  Mr.  Balfour  reported  that  the  discharge  of 
the  Clutha  was  nineteen  times  greater  than  that 
of  the  Biver  Thames,  and  forty  times  larger  than 
that  of  the  Clyde  at  Glaseow.  He  might  state, 
from  his  own  knowledge,  that  above  the  Tuapeka 
Biver  there  were  no  snags  or  sandbanks.  The 
timber  came  into  the  lower  part  of  the  river  from 
the  forests  at  and  below  the  Pomahaka  Junction. 
Hieher  up  the  river  the  depth  was  very  great, 
and  there  were  no  bars  or  ridgee  of  rock,  but 
merely  immense  boulders  which  had  fallen  into 
the  njGT  from  the  mountain  tops.  Here  and 
there  rapids  might  be  met  with,  in  consequence  of 
the  river  being  narrowed  by  the  rocks  that  had 
so  fallen.  He  thanked  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  for  th6  assurance  he  had  given 
that  a  competent  engineer  would  be  appointed  to 
make  the  survey,  and  he  would  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  motion. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

H.  W.  PABNALL. 
Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 


in  his  name,  said  his  reasons  for  asking  that  the 
petition  should  be  referred  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee were  that  only  one  individual  had  been 
examined,  and  an  opinion  of  the  Solidtor-Gheneral 
had  been  read  to  the  Committee  which  went  to 
show  that  Mr.  F^mall  had  a  good  daim  against 
the  Provincial  €k>vemment  of  Auckland.  It, 
however,  turned  out  that  the  opinion  was  quite 
incorrect.  In  consequence,  however,  of  having 
received  it,  the  Committee  at  once  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  better  to  allow  Mr. 
Farnall  to  try  the  matter  in  some  law-court,  and 
his  case  was  not  sifted  to  the  extent  petitions 
invariably  were  when  they  were  referred  to  that 
Committee. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  ''  That 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Eamall,  as  Provincial  Immi- 
gration Officer,  be  referred  back  to  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  for  further  consideration." 
— (Jfr.  SamUn,) 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  had  hoped  that  some  other 
member  of  the  Committee  would  have  spoken  . 
upon  this  subject.  The  honorable  member  said 
only  one  member  had  been  examined  in  Mr.  Far- 
nail's  case ;  but  another  petition  from  the  same 
gentleman  had  been  before  the  Committee  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  members  had  tiius  ac- 
quired sufficient  information  to  enable  them  to 
dispense  with  other  evidence.  The  honorable 
member  had  referred  to  the  Solicitor-Qeneral'e 
opinion,  but  that  did  not  guide  the  Committee, 
in  its  decision :  it  had  been  already  stated  by  the 
Chairman  that  it  did  not  guide  him.  Too  much 
evidence  was  required  to  be  taken  before  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee ;  and  he  must  say, 
from  his  experience  of  it  during  this  session, 
that  he  felt  very  much  dissatisfi<S.  A  member 
of  the  Committee  himself,  he  would,  as  a  member 
of  'the  House,  place  very  little  reliance  upon  any 
recommendation  that  came  from  it.  Sometimes 
evidence  was  taken  on  a  petition,  and  then  laid 
aside  for  a  week.  When  the  petition  was  taken 
up  again,  other  members  were  present  who  had 
never  heard  the  previous  evidence,  a  resolution 
was  placed  before  them,  and  a  decbion  was  come 
to.  Unless  evidence  was  taken  and  dealt  with 
when  the  same  members  were  present,  it  would 
be  evident  to  any  one  that  not  much  reliance 
could  be  placed  upon  the  decisions  come  to.  As 
to  referring  the  matter  back  to  the  Committee,  he 
did  not  believe  they  could  do  anythine  further 
than  merely  bring  up  a  similar  report.  Therefore 
he  thought  it  would  be  useless  for  the  House  to 
agree  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  SWAN80N  hoped  the  House  would  agree 
to  the  motion  at  once,  and  thus  save  time  that 
was  required  for  more  important  business. 
Members  were  waiting  to  consider  most  im- 
portant motions,  while  some  of  them  were  wast- 
ing time  with  a  perfect  nothine. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  was  sure,  if  the  House  agreed 
to  the  motion,  the  Committee  could  not  bring  up 
any  other  report.  They  had  taken  all  the  evi- 
dence necessary,  and  it  was  simply  wasting  the 
time  of  the  House  to  put  such  a  motion  upon  the 

Mr.  HAMLIN  was  sorry  that  honorable  mem- 
bers should  so  stultify  themselves  as  to  say  that 
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thf  whole  eu0  had  been  sifted  by  the  Committee, 
for  the  laci  wu  only  one  witness  had  been  exa- 
DiDed.  He  now  stated,  in  the  presence  of  sereral 
pfmbcw  of  the  Committee,  that  the  decision  was 
UTited  at  yeiy  much  in  consequence  of  the 
opinioo  of  the  SoIicttor-OeneraL  that  the  peti- 
tioser  had  not  exercised  all  his  rishts  to  obtain 
ndreM.  It  was  stated  that  he  had  not  brought 
sa  Bction  a^nst  the  Proyinoe  of  Auckland,  and 
thst  he  ihoald  hare  exhausted  his  remedy  in  that 
dinction  before  coming  to  the  House.  The  Com- 
mittee did  not  gire  the  subject  fair  consideration, 
far  thej  were  guided  rery  much  by  the  direction 
of  the  Chairman,  and  by  the  opinion  of  the  Soli- 
citor^JeneraL  In  referenee  to  the  remark  which 
fell  from  the  honorable  member  for  Fort  Chal- 
men,  that  the  petition  was  before  the  Committee 
far  tereial  days,  he  would  say  it  was  simply  non- 
mue.  The  petition  was  before  them  for  one 
•hort  hour,  during  which  time  they  examined  the 
Proriadal  Secretary  of  Auckland.  It  was  true 
that  Mr.  Famall  bad  another  petition  in  respect 
of  a  claim  against  the  General  Government,  which 
vM  before  the  Committee  for  several  days.  How 
vif  it  that  the  claim  made  was  cut  down  to 
£199,  the  amount  of  the  award  ?  It  was  because 
H  WIS  asserted  that  the  petitioner  had  a  good 
clftim  against  the  Provincial  Government,  and 
the  Committee  would  be  prepared  to  consider  the 
tbt^  fririy,  and  award  him  what  they  thought  he 
OQfbt  to  receive.  How  did  some  honorable  gen- 
tlf  men  carry  out  their  promises  ?  How  did  they 
merj  out  their  opinions  ?  Some  honorable  een- 
tlesien  ehang^  their  opinions  much  sooner  than 
the  wind  changed.  The  Committee  should  con- 
Oder  the  matter  fully,  calmly,  and  dispassion- 
ately, and  then  report  upon  it.  To  say  that  a 
ibnilar  report  would  be  brought  up,  was  simply 
to  sy  that  they  would  not  give  the  case  further 
ccDfideration ;  that  they  would  simply  turn  a 
desf  ear  to  reason  and  right,  and  return  the  same 
ivport  again. 

If otioo  agreed  to. 

MOUHT  PISGAH  WATEB-BACE  COM- 
PANY. 

Hr.  D£  LAUTOUB,  in  moving  the  motion 
rtsnding  in  his  name,  did  not  think  the  Govem- 
nent  would  haTC  any  objection  to  give  an  assur- 
sare  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  would  be 
pcaetioaUy  carried  out.  This  Water-race  Com- 
piny  was  one  of  those  few  companies  that  came 
mder  eertain  regulations  issued  by  the  Ghovem- 
nrat,  which  were  drawn  up  with  the  intention  of 
■flbrdmg  a  subsidy  for  water-race  construction. 
Ibis  company  did  not  proceed  very  iax^  as  they 
were  hampered  by  the  decision  which  was  arrived 
it  that  certain  rights  for  mining  in  the  Maere- 
whfona  distriet  could  not  be  maintained.  They 
{rood  themselves  embarrassed,  and  had  to  give 
way  in  the  carrying  out  of  their  scheme ;  and  the 
works  were  now  in  an  incomplete  condition.  A 
ram  of  £200  was  advanced  by  the  Governmdnt,  of 
which,  owing  to  the  delays,  25  per  cent,  had  been 
expended  before  the  money  bad  been  obtained. 
The  Committee  did  not  think  they  would  be  justi- 
fied in  sending  for  the  Warden,  as  greater  loss 
vo«U  result  mm  more  inquiry.    The  Committee 
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thought  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  the 
6h>vernment  would  obtain  particulars  of  the  case, 
and  take  it  into  their  consideration.  The  Com- 
mittee reported  specifically  that  in  their  opinion 
the  Goyemment  might  relieve  those  men  from 
the  £200  hanging  oyer  their  heads,  which  practi- 
cally could  not  be  recovered,  and  which  was  only 
hampering  a  veiy  steady  and  deserving  set  of 
men.  The  company  was  composed  of  a  very  old 
and  respectable  colonist  and  six  or  seven  sons — 
men  of  upright  character  and  sterling  integrity. 
He  hoped  the  GK>vemment  would  see  their  way 
to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Committee  without 
establishing  a  precedent  that  would  be  undesir- 
able. He  would  not  press  the  motion  if  the 
Gk>vemment  would  give  an  assurance  that  they 
would  carry  out  the  report. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  the 
interim  report  from  the  Gt>ld  fields  Committee 
on  the  petition  of  shareholders  in  the  Mount 
Pisgah  Water-race  Company  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration."— {Mr.  De  Lawtour.) 

Mr.  WHTTAKEB  said  the  object  of  the  motion 
seemed  to  be  that  the  £200  due  nom  these  people 
to  the  Government  should  be  foregone,  and 
really  meant  an  appropriation  of  that  sum.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  withdraw  the 
motion,  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  would  carefully  look 
into  the  matter ;  and  if  he  came  to  the  same  con- 
clusion as  the  Committee  on  the  subject,  he  would 
take  the  means  of  doing  what  was  considered  de- 
sirable to  be  done.  If  lie  did  not  come  to  that 
oondusion,  he  would  inform  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, who  would  again  have  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  House. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  had  much  pleasure  in 
asking  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

MANUKAU  STEAM  LAUNCH. 
Mr.  O'BOBEIE,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
make  many  remarks  in  commending  this  pro- 
posal to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
Government  and  this  House.  Since  he  put  the 
motion  on  the  Paper  it  had  been  said  that  the 
steam  launches  had  not  turned  out  to  be  the 
success  anticipated  by  his  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  when  he  devised  the 
system.  Even  if  he  was  aware,  as  he  was  not, 
that  they  had  not  been  of  the  use  expected,  he 
should  not  be  deterred  from  making  the  proposal 
he  now  did.  In  such  harbours  as  Auckland  and 
Wellington  all  large  vesseb  could  come  alongside 
the  wharf,  and  there  probably  was  not  that  neces- 
sity for  the  use  of  steam  launches  which  existed 
in  the  Harbour  of  Manukau.  The  waters  of  the 
Manukau  extended  a  distance  of  twenty  miles 
from  the  Heads  to  Onehunga;  and  when  they 
considered  the  ramifications  to  Papakura,  Drury, 
Mauku,  and  Waiuku,  he  was  not  overstating  the 
fact  that  the  waters  of  the  Manukau  washed  the 
shore  to  an  extent  of  100  miles.  He  thought  it 
was  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  at  hand 
such  a  steam  launch  as  would  be  able  to  go  with 
rapidity  to  the  heads  in  case  any  disaster  should 
occur  there.  On  the  occasion  of  the  melancholy 
wreck  of  H.M.S.  "  Oipheos/'  if  there  had  been  a 
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steam  launch  in  use,  and  with  the  telegraphic 
communication  now  existing  between  the  Heads 
and  Onehunga,  the  greater  number  of  the  250 
men  who  were  drowned  would  have  been  saved. 
The  Manukau  Harbour  wqb  a  magnificent  sheet 
of  water,  as  was  known  to  most  honorable  mem- 
bers. When  it  was  recollected  that  the  shoals 
in  the  channels  were  continually  shifting,  and 
that  a  great  deal  of  attention  was  required  to  be 
bestowed  upon  the  buoys,  which  had  frequently 
to  be  cleaned  and  repaired,  they  would  see  that 
for  such  work  as  this  a  steam  launch  would  be 
very  desirable.  The  Provincial  Government  had 
last  year  chartered  a  cutter  for  this  purpose,  at  a 
cost  of  £100  to  £200.  In  carrying  out  the  ser- 
vice at  the  Manukau,  a  steam  launch  was  Tery 
desirable.  He  was  quite  aware  that  his  honor- 
able friend  the  member  for  Waitemata  had  a 
right  to  speak  on  this  subject,  as  he  represented 
the  northern  shores  of  the  Manukau.  It  would 
not  be  legitimate,  but  still  it  would  be  very 
convenient,  to  have  a  steam  launch  to  couTey 
electors  to  the  Huia  and  Muddy  Creek  to  vote 
at  elections,  instoad  of  having  to  leave  at  mid- 
night in  order  to  be  in  time  to  record  their 
votes  at  the  polling-places.  His  honorable  friend 
had  given  notice  of  the  following  amendment : — 
"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  expe- 
dient that  the  steam  launches  in  the  possession  of 
the  several  Customs  Departments  of  the  colony, 
together  with  the  steamship  '  Hincmoa,'  be  sold 
forthwith  by  public  auction."  When  he  looked 
at  that  amendment,  he  thought  he  might  claim 
the  vote  of  that  honorable  gentleman  His  (Mr. 
0'Borke*s)  proposal  was  that  there  should  be 
a  steam  launch  for  the  service  in  the  Manukau. 
His  honorable  friend  seemed  to  suspect  that  he 
desired  to  have  the  steamship  "Hinemoa"  for 
the  Manukau  Harbour.  He  could  solemnly 
assure  his  honorable  friend  that  he  had  no 
desire  to  set  hold  of  such  a  vessel  as  the 
"  Hinemoa,  as  a  very  much  smaller  vessel  would 
suit  him.  Under  the  circumstances,  he  hoped 
the  honorable  member  would  give  him  his  vote 
in  support  of  this  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  ''That 
this  House  will,  on  next  sitting  day,  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  of  an 
address  to  His  ExoeUency  the  Governor,  praying 
that  a  sufficient  sum  may  be  placed  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
steam  launch  for  service  in  the  Harbour  of 
Manukau."— (3fr.  O'Rorke) 

Mr.  G.  McLEAN  said  that  honorable  mem- 
bers were  fond  of  talking  about  economy:  but 
he  found,  when  it  came  to  their  own  door,  they 
were  not  very  well  satisfied  with  it.  He  thought 
they  might  well  do  without  a  steam  launch  on 
the  Manukau  for  some  time  to  come  yet.  If 
ft  steam  launch  was  really  wanted  there,  it  was 
very  probable  that  the  one  in  Wellington  might 
be  dispensed  with.  Tliere  was  a  good  steamer 
trading  in  the  Manukau  Harbour,  the  services  of 
which  could  always  be  had  when  required,  and 
the  c^st  would  be  small  indeed  compared  with 
the  cost  of  keeping  up  a  steam  launch.  The  first 
cost  of  the  steam  Launches  was  not  so  much  to  be 
considered  as  the  cost  of  keeping  them  up.    No 


doubt  the  steam  launches  had  not  been  the  suc- 
cess anticipated  when  ordered,  and  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  like  to  be  hurried  into  incurring  any- 
more expense  in  the  meantime.    With  reference 
to  the  melancholy  catastrophe  that  occurred  st 
the  Manukau  Heads,  alluded  to  by  the  honorable 
gentleman,  he  did  not  think  a  steam  launch  would 
have  been  of  any  use  on  that  occasion,  because 
that  ressel  was  wrecked  at  a  time  when  the  eea 
was  so  rough  that  no  steam  launch   could  get 
near  her.     With  regard  to  doing  the  work  in  the 
harbour,  the  lifting  of  buoy 9,  &c.,  be   did  not 
think  a  steam  launch  would  be  serviceable.     A 
small  steamer  had  been    ordered   from   Home. 
She  was  a  small  boat,  which  would  be  specially 
useful  for  attending  lighthouses,  lifting  buoys, 
and  also  for  doing  surveys.     He  thought  it  was 
quite  possible  that  she  would  be  able  to  accom- 
plish ail  that  was  wanted  in  that  way.  He  hoped, 
after  this,  the  honorable  member  would  see  his 
way  to  withdraw  the  motion.    This  was  a  luxury 
he  thought  they  might  well  do  without  for  a 
little  while. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  somewhat  difiercd  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man said  there  was  a  small  steamer  at  present 
running  in  the  Manukau  Harbour.  That  was 
perfectly  correct ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  imagined 
for  a  moment  that  that  steamer  was  going  to  be 
taken  off  her  usual  trade  to  do  occasional  work. 
He  thought  the  people  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
using  that  steamer  would  strongly  object  to  such 
a  proceeding.  As  to  the  other  objection  the  honor- 
able gentleman  took — namely,  that  the  steam 
launch  would  have  been  of  no  use  on  the  melan- 
choly occasion  referred  to  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Onehunga — he  (Mr.  Hamlin)  would  say 
he  believed  that,  if  they  had  had  a  small  launch 
on  that  occasion,  it  would  have  been  possible  to 
save  a  great  many  of  the  persons  on  board,  inas- 
much as  some  of  the  survivors  got  into  a  small 
boat  and  reached  Onehunga,  where  they  an- 
nounced what  had  taken  place. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  the  House  not  to 
agree  to  the  motion.  It  was  clearly  a  depart- 
mental question.  The  steam  launches  were  ob- 
tained simply  for  Customs  and  Immigration 
purposes;  and  if  there  was  any  necessity  for 
one  in  Manukau  Harbour,  the  Government  would 
have  made  provision  for  it.  But  he  submitted 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  hardly  made 
out  a  case  when  he  referred  to  the  unfortunate 
wreck  which  had  taken  place  there,  for  that  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  question  of  a 
steam  launch.  Because  a  wreck  had  occurred  at 
any  particular  place,  surely  the  House  was  not 
gomg  to  order  that  a  steam  launch  should  be 
kept  there.  He  thought  the  question  might  be 
fairly  lefl  to  the  Commissioner  of  Customs.  The 
steam  launches  in  Otago  and  Canterbury  had 
undoubtedly  saved  the  Government  a  great  deal 
of  money  in  communicating  with  the  quarantine 
stations.  When  immigrant  vessels  were  unfortu- 
nately quarantined,  the  Government  had  formerly 
very  considerable  sums  to  pay  for  communicating 
with  the  stations.  The  launch  did  not  answer  so 
well  in  Wellington,  owing  to  her  not  being  able 
to  resist  the  very  rough  sea  which  very  often 
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osme  on  to  Soames  Island  straight  from  the 
Heads.  On  seTeral  occasions,  they  had  to  hire 
boats,  and  consequently  the  saying  had  not  been 
great. 

Mr.  MACFABLAKE  said  that  when  these 
ateam  launches  were  first  ordered  by  the  Govern- 
nient,  he  had  had  the  presumption  to  write  to 
Ministers  showing  that  they  were  unsuitable. 
Inquiry  since  had  shown  him  that  Chey  wore  un- 
suitable, and  the  cause  of  unnecessary  expense. 
With  regard  to  the  wreck  of  the  "  Orpheus,"  he 
could  assure  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga 
that,  if  they  had  had  half  a  dozen  steam  launches 
in  Manukau  Harbour  on  tliat  occasion,  they  would 
hare  been  of  no  use.  The  steam  launches  used 
by  the  GJ^oTemment  were  almost  useless,  except 
on  a  fine  day,  when  they  might  do  for  pic-nic 
parties.  He  would  like  to  read  the  following 
letter  from  one  of  his  constituents,  who  expressed 
his  (Mr.  Macforlane's)  sentiments  in  this  mat- 
ter:— 

"  We  hare  lired  here  most  of  us  nearly  thirty 
years.  We  bought  our  lands  from  the  G-oyern- 
meut  at  high  prices,  when  Auckland  was  fixed  by 
the  Imperial  Parliament  as  the  seat  of  Goyern- 
ment  of  the  colony.  During  all  these  years  no- 
thing has  been  done  for  the  district  in  the  shape 
of  roads,  excepting  what  has  been  done  lately  by 
a  poor  Boad  Boa^.  We  haye  bash  tracks  only 
for  roads,  and  are  forty  miles  from  Auckland  by 
the  same,  although  only  ten  miles  as  the  crow 
flies.  Onr  taxes,  in  the  shape  of  Customs  duties, 
haye  been  expended  in  the  centres  of  population 
on  an  army  of  officials,  and  on  extrayagant  mail 
subsidies  and  other  expensiye  luxuries,  while  we 
are  literally  ruined  for  want  of  roads  and  bridges. 

"  Pray  do  what  yon  can  to  get  some  redress, 
and  to  secure  the  expenditure  of  the  reyenues  of 
the  colony  on  useful  works,  and  not  on  yisionary 
schemes. 

"  This  is  a  large  and  rather  populous  district, 
yet  not  one  shilling  of  the  borrowed  money  has 
been,  or  seems  likely  eyer  to  be,  spent  here ;  and 
it  grieyes  us  to  see  our  own  and  neighbouring 
settlers'  children  without  ^roads  to  go  to  school, 
while  an  expensiye  steam  yacht  is  proyided  for 
the  amusement  and  pleasure  of  nighly-paid 
officials  in  Wellington." 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  was  yery  much  astonished 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga 
brought  forward  this  motion.  That  honorable 
member  ought  to  know  that  those  steam  launches 
were  intended  to  do,  not  only  Customs  work,  but 
Immigration  work,  and  that  they  had  proyed 
themselyes  yery  useful.  If  a  return  were  called 
for,  it  would  be  seen  that  they  had  effected  a 
yery  large  saying,  especially  in  Otago  and  Lyttel- 
ton.  Formerly  the  cost  of  boats  in  connection 
with  the  Customs  was  fully  as  much  as  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  launches ;  and  in  addition  to 
that,  the  latter  were  used  by  the  Immigration 
Department.  Now  at  Onehunga  there  was  no 
Custom  House. 

Mr.  O'BOBKE.  —  That  is  owing  to  your 
neglect. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  that  when  there  was  a 
Custom  House  at  Onehunga  little  or  no  reyenue 
waa  collected  there.    Now,  if  the  honorable  mem- 


ber had  proved  that  there  was  a  very  large  amount 
of  Customs  or  Immigration  business  in  Manukau 
Harbour,  possibly  he  would  be  justified  in  asking 
the  House  to  assent  to  his  motion.  With  regard 
to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
temata,  that  those  launches  had  proved  them- 
selves useless,  he  was  altogether  disposed  to  deny 
that.  Auckland  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very 
peculiar  place,  so  he  really  could  not  say  whether 
a  launch  there  would  be  useful  or  not ;  but  he 
knew  that,  as  far  as  the  southern  part  of  the 
colony  was  concerned,  they  had  been  of  veiy 
great  service. 

The    hour   of  half-past   five   o'clock    having 
arrived,  Mr.  Spsakbb  left  the  chair. 

HOrSV  BBSITMBD. 

Mr.  Spba,kvb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  seTen 
o'clock  p.m. 

DUNEDIN  DBILL-SHED  BESEBVE  BILL. 
Mr.  BEID,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  explained  that  the  reserve  had  already 
been  granted  by  an  Ordinance  of  the  Provin- 
cial Council  to  the  Yolunteers  of  the  Province 
of  Otago.  That  Ordinance,  owing  to  a  technical 
defect — a  portion  of  the  lands  described  in  the 
schedule  having  been  not  Crown-granted  at  the 
time  the  Ordinance  was  passed— was  disallowed. 
The  Yolunteers  of  the  province,  however,  had 
always  looked  upon  it  as  an  estate  that  belonged 
to  them,  and  he  might  say  that  recently  they  had 
applied  to  the  Superintendent  and  Executive 
Council  of  the  Province,  who  had  approved  of 
an  Act  being  introduced  into  the  Assembly  to 
vest  it  in  the  Yolunteers.  He  believed  that 
since  the  date  of  the  Ordinance  of  1871  the  laud 
had  greatly  increased  in  value;  but  as  it  was 
intended  to  withdraw  the  subsidies  which  had 
hitherto  been  paid  to  the  Yolunteers,  he  thought 
it  desirable,  in  a  district  like  Otago,  where  a  yeiy 
great  number  of  members  had  joined  the  force, 
and  where  large  sums  of  pubUo  money  had 
been  expended  in  bringing  it  up  to  its  present 
state  of  efficiency,  that  they  should  encourage 
the  Yolunteers  to  instruct  themselves  in  the  arts 
which  were  necessary  to  make  them  an  efficient 
body.  He  had  never  had  any  great  faith  in  the 
Yolunteer  system  as  a  means  of  external  defence ; 
but  where  there  was  a  nucleus  established,  it 
would  aid  the  youth  of  the  country  in  learning 
something  of  the  initiatory  stages  at  all  events, 
to  enable  them  to  understand  manoeuvring,  and 
to  exercise  themselves  in  t^e  use  of  the  rifie,  and 
it  appeared  to  him  that  for  these  reasons  it  was 
desirable  to  encourage  that  system.  This  would 
be  very  small  encouragement,  but  nevertheless  it 
might  be  sufficient  to  keep  together  the  force  that 
had  been  formed  in  Otago.  It  should  be  under- 
stood that  the  force  was  to  be  something  sub- 
stantial, and  to  be  composed  of  a  body  of  men 
who  would  turn  out  on  stated  occasions  and 
keep  themselves  up  to  the  standard  laid  down  by 
the  Defence  Department ;  and  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  see  a  clause  inserted  in  the  Bill  in 
Committee  to  the  effect  that  if  the  force  should 
at  any  time  fall  below  a  certain  number,  or  did 
not  come  up  to  a  certain  standard  of  e0loienoy, 
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then  the  reserre  should  not  Test  in  them  any 
longer.  He  helieved  such  a  clause  would  he  pre- 
pared for  insertion  in  the  Bill  in  Committee ;  but 
in  the  meantime  he  would  remind  the  House  that 
this  was  simply  carrying  out  the  Ordinance 
passed  by  the  Pronncud  Council  in  1871.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would  agree  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  It  was  sanctioned 
by  the  Froyincial  Executive,  and  he  had  received 
a  telegram  from  the  Superintendent  a  few  dap 
ago,  asking  him  to  endeavour  to  get  the  Bill 
carried  through  the  House. 

Mr.  STOUT  requested  Mr.  Speaker  to  say 
whether  this  Bill  should  not  be  introduced  in  the 
same  manner  as  an  Endowment  Bill,  such  as  the 
Harbour  Bills  and  the  Lake  Ellesmere  Endow- 
ment Bill.  It  dealt  with  lands  which  had  not 
been  Crown-granted,  and  proposed  to  give  it  to 
certain  private  persons  called  the  Dunedin  Drill- 
shed  Commissioners.  He  apprehended  that  the 
ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker  with  regard  to  certain 
other  Bills  would  apply  to  this  Bill,  and  that  it 
would  have  to  be  introduced  in  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  think  the  same  rule 
would  apply  in  this  case.  The  principle  which 
rendered  it  necessary  that  the  Harbour  Bills 
should  be  introduced  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
was  that  they  were  Trade  Bills.  There  was 
another  consideration  mentioned  by  the  honorable 
member — ^namely,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Bill  dealt 
with  Crown  lands,  it  ought  to  be  recommended  by 
the  Crown.  On  that  point  he  thought  the  honor- 
able member  was  right. 

Mr.  BED)  said  that  matter  could  be  dealt 
with  in  Coounittee,  when  they  considered  the 
schedule.  He  might  say  that  part  of  the  land 
was  held  by  the  Superintendent  in  trust  for 
purposes  of  volunteering ;  another  portion  of  it 
was  not  Crown  land,  but  had  been  conveyed  to 
the  Superintendent  irom  the  Church  Trustees  in 
exchange  for  other  land  given  to  the  Church 
Trustees;  and  only  a  very  small  portion  was 
Crown  land.  If  the  ruling  applied  that  this  Bill 
should  be  introduced  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  some  Bills  which  the  honorable  member 
for  the  City  of  Dunedin  had  introduced  would  be 
found  to  be  informal,  and  some  introduced  by 
other  members  also.  At  any  rate,  the  objec- 
tion could  not  apply  to  the  whole  Bill,  but  simply 
to  one  of  the  schedules. 

Mr.  SPEAXEB  said  that  if  Ministers  would 

£*ve  their  consent  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  the 
fficulty  would  be  obviated. 
Mr.  (3t.  MoLEAN  would  state  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  goins  to  support  this  Bill.  The  Pro- 
vincial Council  had  huided  this  land  over  to  the 
Volunteers,  and  they  now  wished  to  get  posses- 
sion of  it.  He  proposed  to  make  a  few  amend- 
ments in  Committee ;  and,  when  they  had  been 
embodied  in  the  Bill,  the  Government  would 
sanction  it.  All  the  land  had  been  handed  over 
to  the  Yolunteers  by  resolution  of  the  Provincial 
Council,  excepting  a  very  small  portion  which 
would  be  of  very  little  use  without  the  rest,  for 
it  was  between  the  other  two  pieces.  He  thought 
a  good  substantial  building  should  be  erected 
upon  the  ground  ;  and  the  V  olunteers  should  be 
kept  up  to  a  certain  standard  of  efficiency^  other- 


wise they  should  forfeit  it.  With  these  amend- 
ments, he  thought  the  House  might  Teiy  well 
agree  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  STOUT  intended  to  move  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months.     He  felt 
sure  the  GK>vemment  could  not  know  the  value  of 
the  land  they  were  giving  away  by  this  Bill.     It 
was  about  half  an  acre  of  the  most  yaluable  land 
in  the  City  of  Dunedin,  and  at  the  very  lowest 
computation  it  was  worth  £10,000 ;   but  he  be- 
lieved it  would  sell  for  £15,000.    It  was  near  the 
Central  Bailway  Station  ;  and  since  the  Provincial 
Council  passed  the  resolutions  referred  to,  Dow- 
ling  Street  had  been  formed,  and  the  land  front- 
ing High  Street  had  been  let  at  very  high  rates — 
he  believed  at  from  £7  to  £9  per  foot.     It  was 
now  proposed  to  give  away  this  land  for  a  site 
for  a  drill-shed  and  gun-shed — land  which  was 
fronting  the  Bailway  Station,  and  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  city.    A  more  monstrous  proposal 
was  never  submitted  to  the  House,  and  he  would 
ask  honorable  members  whether  they  would  sanc- 
tion the  givinff  away  of  public  lands  in  such  a 
manner.    He  desired  as  much  as  any  honorable 
member  to  see  that  the  Volunteers  should  have  a 
drill-shed  and  gun-shed,  but  at  present  they  had 
a  drill-sbed  in  the  Octagon  Beserve  ;  and  if  it 
was  necessary  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  give  them  a 
title  to  that,  he  would  support  it.     Se  objected 
altogether  to  giving  them  this  land,  for  it  was  fax 
too  valuable,  and  it  would  never  be  used  for  a 
drill-shed.    It  would  at  once  be  let  on  lease  for 
a  very  large  sum,  and  the  Volunteers  would  draw 
the  rents.    He  was  somewhat  surprised  that  the 
Qovemment  should  sanction  the  giving  away  of 
public  land  in  this  manner ;  and  it  was  plain  to 
him  that  Ministers  either  did  not  know  the  value 
of  the  land,  or  they  had  not  duly  considered  the 
matter.    He  presumed  anything  the  Q-ovemment 
proposed  wovdd  be  carried  in  this  House,  and  per- 
naps  it  would  be  useless  for  him  to  move  the 
amendment.    However,  he  would  certainly  record 
his  protest  against  giving  away  such  a  valuable 
blocK  as  this  to  the  Vdunteers,  and  he  would 
move  that  the  Bill  be  jread  a  second  time  that  day 
six  months. 

Mr.  PYKE  felt  at  a  loss  to  describe  in  words 
sufficiently  parliamentary  the  action  taken  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City.     He  held  in 
his  hand  an  Ordinance  of  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Otago,  of  which  the  honorable  member  was  a  burn- 
ing and  shining  light,  dated  1871.    The  honorable 
gentleman  was  now  in  a  peculiar  position.    He 
was  not  quite  sure  whether  the  honorable  mem- 
ber was  in  the  Provincial  Government  or  not :  he 
rather  thought  he  was  half  in  and  half  out.  These 
grants  were  made  by  the  local  Legislature,  the 
action  of  which  the  House  was  now  asked  to  set 
aside.    He  had  before  him  copies  of  special  grants 
of  the  self-same  lands,  and  the  schedules  in  the 
Bill  under  consideration  were  exact  copies,  word 
for  word,  verbatim  et  Uteraiimt  of  the  schedules 
agreed  to  by  the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago. 
For  what  purpose  did   the  Provincial  Council 
grant  that  landP     The  words  were  as  follow: 
"  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  set  apart  the  said 
parcels  of  land  for  the  purposes  of  a  headquarters 
drill-shed,  armoury,  and  gun-shed  being  erected 
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tiMffvcm,  and  for  the  lue  of  the  Yolunteen,  and 
alK>  lo  make  proriaioii  for  the  management  of 
mdi  paioda  of  land  in  manner  hereinafter  ap- 
pearing.'* What  jnM  the  Honse  now  asked  to 
do  ?  ^amplj  to  indone  the  action  of  the  local 
Legialaliue  of  Ota^.  It  was  no  answer  to  say 
thai  nnoe  that  penod  the  land  had  become  more 
TBluahle.  Would  it  be  anj  exoiue  for  dishonesty 
to  Mj  if  jou  sold  to  a  man  to-day  a  horse  only 
worth  £10,  and  if  it  were  worth  £100  to-morrow, 
you  should  refuse  to  delirer  posseesion  ?  A  more 
dishonest  argument  he  never  heard  in  his  life. 

Hr.  STOUT.— They  never  got  possession. 

Xr.  PTIlE  would  ask,  why  did  they  not  get 
poeseaeinti  ?  It  was  because  the  land  was  part  of 
a  huge  roek.  Prisoners  had  been  employed  in 
Uasting  it  away,  the  material  being  wanted  to 
ledaim  the  harbour  and  to  make  the  property 
of  Otago  more  yaluable ;  and  now,  because  the 
land  had  been  leTellsd,  was  it  to  be  said  that 
the  Tdunteers  were  to  be  deprived  of  it,  although 
the  GoTemment  of  Otago  freely  accorded  it 
$S9  jtmn  affo?  If  the  House  carried  out  such 
a  syitom  3  proceeding,  it  would  amount  to 
thia^  that,  no  matter  what  grants  were  made 
by  any  pioTincial  authorities,  the  House  would 
take  upon  iteelf  to  repudiate  them.  There  was  a 
small  example  of  it  the  other  night,  and  he  did 
not  hke  it.  If  these  things  were  done,  it  would 
be  said  that  the  House  would  not  cany  out  the 
eootracte  entered  into  by  the  Provincial  Gbvem- 
mcnta.  He  trusted  that  the  House  would  refuse 
to  afrae  with  the  arguments  and  special  pleadine 
of  the  hooiOTable  member  for  Dunedin,  and  woula 
;  at  onoe  to  the  Bill  being  read  a  second 


Mr.  LUMSBEK  would  much  like  to  know 
how  much  public  money  was  spent  in  blasting 
awmy  the  rock  to  improve  the  land,  which  was  in 
a  Tery  different  state  now  firom  what  it  was  then, 
ior,  aoeording  to  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
stao,  when  the  land  was  given  to  the  Yolunteers, 
it  was  a  precipitous  rock.  This  reserve  had  been 
held  in  trust  by  the  Superintendent,  and  the 
Tolontesss  had  been  offered  other  sround  for  a 
drill-a^ed  and  gun-shed.  The  veiy  neart  of  the 
city  was  not  a  proper  plaoe  for  a  drill-shed,  and 
some  sita  more  out  of  the  town  might  be  ob- 
tained. If  the  land  were  sold,  the  proceeds 
would  porohase  another  site  for  the  Volunteers. 
Besides,  he  did  not  think  the  Yolunteer  business 
was  going  to  be  veiy  lasting;  and  i>assing  this 
Bill  would  be  likely  to  make  uxe  force  in  Dunedin 
cAdent,  for  it  would  then  be  a  well-paid  force. 
With  the  amount  of  money  obtainable  from  this 
leeci  re,  the  Volunteers  would  become  a  luxurious 
and  idle  body.  He  did  not  like  to  see  public 
money  and  grants  of  land  given  to  Volunteers  in 
this  way,  having  no  faith  in  tbe  corps  as  a  means 
of  BulituT  defence. 

Mr.  BURNS  knew  a  little  of  the  early  histoiy 
of  the  albir.  Something  of  this  kind  took  place 
as  &r  back  as  1867  or  1868.  The  Plrovincial  Execu- 
tive determined  to  give  these  reserves  to  the 
Volunteers,  and  one  reason  why  the  matter  was 
not  completed  at  the  time  was  that  the  Q-ovorn- 
ment  required  the  use  of  the  land  for  reclamation 
puxpoeea.    But  it  was  promised  that  they  should 


have  the  land  as  soon  as  it  was  levelled,  and  the 
prisoners  had  been  employed  upon  it  ever  since. 
An  Ordinance  was  passed  through  the  Provincial 
Council  to  grant  this  land,  but  owing  to  some 
informality  it  had  been  disallowed.  It  was 
owing  to  some  technicality,  but  not  to  anything 
in  the  principle  of  the  Bill ;  and  the  House  was 
now  asked  to  do  simple  justice.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  circumstances  had  somewhat  altered 
since  1867  or  1868,  and  the  land  had  certunly 
become  more  valuable  ;  but  that  did  not  get 
over  the  difficulty.  The  House  was  not  to  repu- 
diate on  that  accoimt.  The  Bill  ought  to  be 
read  a  second  time,  and  tbe  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Gommissioner  of  Customs  coula  be 
inserted.  All  that  was  required  was  to  provide 
that  a  building  should  be  erected  for  the  use  ef 
the  Volunteers,  and  that  a  certain  strength  and 
efficiency  of  the  force  should  be  kept  up.  If  his 
memory  did  not  fail  him,  those  were  conditions 
that  were  to  have  been  embodied  in  the  grant. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  pause  before  reject- 
ing the  Bill,  for  it  would  be  a  pity  to  repudiate 
in  this  matter.  This  reserve  is  in  a  very  diffisr- 
ent  position  from  those  other  reserves  with 
which  the  House  dealt  the  other  night. 

Mr.  BEES  did  not  think  it  was  wise  as  a  rule 
that  members  from  other  provinces  should  inter- 
fere in  local  questions  connected  with  any  par- 
ticular province ;  but  circumstances  might  arise 
when  the  honor  of  the  House  was  concerned,  and 
when  the  administration  of  justice  in  dealing  with 
public  property  called  upon  honorable  members  of 
the  House  to  take  part  in  expressing  their  opinion 
and  in  voting.  He  did  not  suppose  that  any 
honorable  members  from  other  places  than  Otago 
would  have  spoken  on  this  question,  but  that  they 
would  have  contented  themselves  by  recording 
their  votes,  had  it  not  been  for  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  that  the  Bill 
should  be  read  that  day  six  months,  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  shelving  tbe  measure  and  pre- 
ventingthe  property  being  vested  for  the  benefit 
of  the  y olunteers.  He  could  not  understand  the 
objection  of  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin, 
after  the  statement  which  had  been  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunstan  that  for  years 
past  this  property  had  been  dedicated  for  this 
particular  purpose.  It  appeared  from  the  Pro- 
vincial Ordinance  of  Otago  that  this  land  was 
granted  for  this  particular  purpose.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Dunstan  stated  that  this  par- 
ticular reserve  was  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the 
Volunteers;  and  he  (Mr.  Bees)  would  like  to 
know  what  circumstances  had  arisen  which  ren- 
dered it  unjust  and  improper  that  the  land 
should  be  so  vested.  Unless  the  Volunteers  had 
since  that  time  fallen  into  such  a  state  that  they 
could  no  longer  be  intrusted  with  property  of 
this  kind  for  purposes  of  public  defence — unless 
that  were  the  case,  the  House  would  be  setting 
a  bad  example  in  breaking  faith  with  the  Volun- 
teers or  any  other  such  body.  The  honorable 
member  should  recollect  that  the  Volunteers  gave 
their  time  for  the  purpose  of  public  defence ;  that 
they  were  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  go  into  the 
field  upon  any  emergency  that  might  arise.  In 
the  Province  of  Auodand  they  had  done  bo  in 
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former  dajs,  and  were  prepared  to  do  bo  again. 
Seeing  that  the  other  colonies  were  now  turning 
their  attention  to  the  best  means  of  defending 
theinselves  against  any  possible  aggression,  it 
would  be  an  act  of  folly  to  weaken  the  hands  of 
the  Volunteers  of  the  country,  or  to  diminish 
that  military  spirit  which  they  wished  to  see  de- 
Tcloped  amongst  the  people.  If,  as  stated  by 
some  honorable  members,  this  land  was  given  in 
good  faiLli  to  be  devoted  for  the  purposes  of  the 
volunteers,  he  hoped  the  House  would  carry  that 
intention  into  effect.  The  question  was  not  one 
as  to  the  increase  in  the  value  of  land.  He  did 
not  suppose  the  Government  would  have  spent 
the  time  and  the  labour  of  the  prisoners  in  re- 
claiming that  land  simply  for  the  use  of  the 
Volunteers,  if  it  wore  not  to  make  more  valuable 
other  land  in  the  city  of  Dunedin.  He  ti-usted 
the  House  would  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  and  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislature  ; — that  they  would  not  break 
faith  with  any  large  portion  of  the  people,  or  even 
with  any  insignificant  portion  of  the  people,  but 
would  feel  compelled  to  carry  out  in  honor  the 
intention  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  in  grant- 
ing this  land. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  did  not  believe  in  the 
defence  of  the  country  being  intrusted  to  Volun- 
teers— at  all  events,  to  such  a  purely  Volunteer 
force  as  they  had  in  Dunedin.  He  thought,  as 
this  land  had  been  set  apart#for  military  pur- 
poses, the  Government  would  do  more  good  by 
retaining  it  for  military  purposes.  He  under- 
stood that  the  ground  was  in  such  a  positioTi  that 
the  guns  could  be  easily  taken  out  and  removed 
to  any  other  place  by  rail,  &c.  To  keep  the 
ground  for  military  use  would  be  right  enough ; 
but  to  give  it  to  the  Volunteers  for  other  than 
military  purposes  would  be  a  course  to  bo  depre- 
cated. For  that  reason  he  thought  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  wise  to  keep  the  ground  in  their 
own  hands.  So  long  as  the  ground  was  not  re- 
quired, the  Volunteers  might  he  allowed  to  use  it. 
When  the  Volunteers  ceased  to  exist,  the  ground 
should  be  retained  by  Government  as  a  place  for 
keeping  guns  and  arms,  and  for  other  military  uses. 
The  time  had  come  when  this  country  should  be 
able  to  defend  itself  by  a  Militia  force,  and  not 
by  Volunteers, — when  everj'  man  between  two 
certain  ages,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  should  be 
liable  to  serve  in  that  Militia.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  take  the  matter  into  their 
consideration  and  disband  the  Volunteers,  and 
have  a  thorough  and  efficient  Militia  force  for  the 
whole  colony  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  KEID  said  the  view  expressed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
would  be  given  effect  to  if  he  supported  this  Bill. 
The  land  would  be  used  by  the  Volunteers  so 
long  as  they  existed,  and  it  would  be  vested  in 
the  officers.  When  the  Government  chose  to 
disband  the  Volunteers,  the  officers  would  also  be 
disbanded.  The  land  would  not  vest  in  the 
Governor,  but  would  vest  in  the  University  of 
Otago  in  trust  for  a  museum,  schools  of  art  and 
of  technical  education.  Ho  thought  that  would 
be  as  appropriate  as  vesting  the  land  in  the  Go- 
vernor. .  With  regard  to  the  argument  that  this 


land  had  been  improved  at  the  expense  of  the 
country,    he    might    state,  since    the    land    was 
granted  in  1871,  the  province  had  actually  been 
paying  the  owners  of  property  adjoining  it,  and 
removing   their    building."^,   in  order    to    get    the 
use   of  the    material   for   reclamation    purposes, 
and  in  some  cases  paying  rent  for  the  use  of  the 
land  during  the  time  of  removing  the  material. 
The  reason  why  the  Volunteers  did  not  get  the 
portion  Crown-granted  to  the  Superintendent  for 
Volunteer   purposes  was   that   the    province    re- 
quired the  material  in  order  to  reclaim  the  har- 
bour.    He  might  say,  further,  that   the  circum- 
stances existing  in  1871  had  been   reconsidered 
by  the  present  Executive,  and  Ministers  had  docu- 
ments in  their  possession  recommending  that  this 
land   should   be   made  over  to  the   Volunteers. 
He  thought  the  local  authorities  on  the  spot  were 
as  competent  to  form  an  opinion  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin.     The  honorable  gentleman 
had  always  been  opposed  to  this  proposal.     He 
hoped  the  honorable  member  would  not  be  able 
to   carry  his   amendment,  but   that   the    House 
would  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand 
part  of  the  question ; "  upon  which  a  diyision  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes 

Noes 

Majority  for 


36 

17 

19 


Aybs. 


Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Lamacli, 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Murray- Ayneley, 

Mr.  Pyke, 


Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Swan  son, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Wakefield, , 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Beid. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Baigcnt, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Johnston, 


Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  O'Borke, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Stout. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  that,  while  it  was  quite 
right  that  this  land  should  be  handed  over  to 
the  Volunteers,  still  there  was  a  great  deal  in 
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vhat  vme  taid  bj  the  honorable  member  for 
Marsdrn,  that  the  land  should  be  strictly  re- 
xnred  for  militarj  parpoees.  The  reason  now 
fo-r  handing  it  oTpr  was  that  it  should  be  used  for 
military  purposes ;  and  if  the  Volunteers  failed 
m  thtfir  duty  at  anj  time,  or  were  disbanded, 
he  thought  the  reserre  should  be  handed  oyer  to 
t:>«  Ooremor  to  insure  the  objects  of  the  trust 
bctnc  carried  out.  He  oould  see  no  reason  why 
the  land  should  be  handed  oTer  to  the  Uniyersity 
U-«'-iU9e  the  Volunteers  failed  in  their  duty.  He 
th.>ni;ht,  therefore,  tliat  in  Committee  the  pro- 
Tision  to  that  eflect  should  be  changed  into  a 
prDTisioa  for  handing  it  over  to  tlie  Governor 
tor  militaTT  purposes. 
Bill  rtad  a  second  time. 

Mr.  R£ID  moTed,  That  the  Speaker  do  leaye 
tae  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  Bill 
in  Committee. 

ilr.  STOUT  opposed  the  motion.  He  belieyed 
th'*  Bill  had  been  read  a  second  time  because  a 
Psrliaznent  which  knew  nothing  about  the  sub- 
;>^  had  dealt  with  it.  The  honorable  member 
fcr  I>unstan  had  made  one  of  his  usual  speeches, 
U*  which  he  (Mr.  Stout)  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  reply.  He  could  only  say  that,  as  to  any 
Ui-jain  being  made  with  Uio  Volunteers,  the 
trirg  waa  a  patent  absurdity.  The  land  did  not 
^'\oug  to  the  ppoyince  at  all,  and  consequently 
:  1  e  Ordinance  was  disallowed.  Was  it  to  be  said 
tj  at,  bccau.9c  a  Provincial  Ordinance  was  disal- 
I'wed,  an  agreement  had  been  made?  If  so, 
tLry  would  hare  to  bring  in  hundreds  or  evtm 
tLxusands  of  Acts  to  carry  out  such  agreements. 
Wiiat  were  the  facts  of  the  case  ?  The  Volun- 
teer* wer«  first  promised  a  little  bit  of  this 
Und.  When  they  had  got  that,  they  said,  **  It 
i«  no  good  to  us ;  we  must  have  another 
I- tie  bit."  They  got  that,  and  then  they  said, 
*Ihere  is  another  little  bit  you  got  from  the 
C'.arrh — give  us  that ;"  and  they  got- that  third 
l:t»:e  bit.  The  only  reason  why  the  honorable 
z.  .•  nr.ber  for  Taieri  was  acting  in  this  way  was 
^  i^use,  when  he  said  he  could  do  a  thing,  he 
tr.rd  to  fulfil  his  promise.  As  for  the  Minister 
of  Justice  talking  about  the  land  being  used  for 
mihtaiy  purposes,  it  was  only  a  fair  sample  of  the 
iznoranoe  of  the  Ministry  in  regard  to  evei^thing 
(cnnectcd  with  Otago.  Opposite  this  land  there 
w  is  the  largest  warehouse  in  New  Zealand,  which 
had  oo«t  £30,000 ;  and  the  frontages  farther  down 
the  street,  f^nting  the  Church  property,  had 
been  all  let  at  exorbitant  rents  for  warehouse 
pcrposes.  Fronting  this  comer  was  the  Railway 
Sf^tion.  Then  Dowling  Street  had  to  be  newly 
fjrmed  into  the  main  street.  It  was  the  very 
et- ntre  of  the  business  places  in  town.  Now  they 
were  going  to  take  away  this  valuable  piece  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  on  it  a  gun-shed. 
Wii:*t  did  the  rrovincial  Council  do  with  refer- 
eT,ce  to  this  matter  ?  Because  they  did  not  give 
the  Volunteers  this  very  piece  of  land,  they  voted 
Lirney  to  help  the  Volunteers  to  erect  a  drill- 
el  ed  on  the  Octagon  ReserTe,  which  had  never 
>ir.oe  been  used  for  any  other  purpose.  Now 
they  were  asked  to  give  the  Volunteers  one  of  the 
jLoit  valuable  sites  in  Dunedin  for  a  drill- shed, 
which  would  be  used  only  once  a  week.   He  could  I 


not  conceire  any  Ministry  supporting  a  Bill  of 
that  kind.  He  would  certainly  use  all  constitu- 
tional moans  to  prevent  tlie  Bill  going  into  Com- 
mittee tl)at  evening.  Tlic  Volunteers  had  a 
drill-slud  erected  partly  with  Q-overnment  money 
on  Government  land  ;  and  now  some  honor- 
able members  spoke  as  if  the  Volunteers  were 
badly  treated.  They  had  been  allowed  to  use 
any  of  the  public  recreation  reserves  whenever 
tliey  desired  them,  and  grants  and  reserves  for 
drill-s*lieds  had  been  given  to  the  Volunteers 
right  through  the  country.  An  honorable  mem- 
ber said  something  about  the  land  being  im- 
proved. Now  part  of  this  land  was  not  a  hill  at 
all,  and  did  not  require  cutting  down.  It  re- 
quired filling  up;  in  fact  the  tide  came  up  to 
it  at  one  time.  The  Provincial  Government  had 
formed    the   street    at  a    cost    of  thousands   of 

founds,  and  had  thus  made  the  land  valuable, 
f  the  land  had  been  offered  to  the  Volunteers 
in  1871,  and  if  they  were  told  to  do  what  the 
Government  had  done  eince,  they  would  not  have 
taken  a  present  of  the  land,  except  for  purposes 
of  sale.  Now  that  the  land  was  levelled  and 
the  street  made,  the  House  was  asked  to  give 
the  Volunteers  a  piece  of  land  worth  £10,000  or 
€15,000  for  a  drill-shed  !  He  could  only  say  that 
this  was  one  of  the  first-fruits  of  the  Abolition 
policy,  which  handed  over  the  management  of 
local  affairs  to  men  who  knew  nothing  whatever 
about  the  local  circumstances  of  the  case.  Ho 
undertook  to  say  that  if  this  question  came  before 
the  Provincial  Council  they  would  not  give  the 
land  to  the  Volunteers  j  and  without  wishing  to 
refer  to  a  former  debate,  he  might  also  say  that 
if  the  wharves  and  quays  question  came  before 
the  Provincial  Council,  the  Harbour  Board,  which 
had  not  jthe  least  claim  to  them,  would  not  have 
got  a  rood  of  the  land. 

Mr.  PYKE  said  that  the  honorable  member 
who  had  just  sat  down  stated  that  he  would  not 
reply  to  him  (Mr.  Pjke).  Well,  he  could  reply 
to  the  honorable  member,  and  that  was  just  the 
difference  between  them.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber harped  upon  the  value  of  the  land,  and  told 
the  House  that  the  tide  used  to  go  over  it.  Well, 
it  must  hare  been  a  very  high  tide  indeed.  He 
knew  the  land  sixteen  years  ago,  and  an  honor' 
able  gentleman  beside  him  knew  it  twenty-five 
years  ago,  and  they  never  knew  the  tide  to  go 
over  the  land.  In  fatffc,  if  it  did  so  it  would  have 
to  rise  twenty  feet  above  high-water  level.  The 
honorable  gentleman  was  talking  about  some- 
thing he  did  not  understand.  The  honorable 
member  was  very  angry  that  any  land  should 
be  set  apart  in  the  country  to  encourage  military 
spirit. 

Mr.  STOUT  never  said  anything  of  the  sort ; 
but  he  objected  to  this  piece  of  land  being  taken 
for  military  purposes. 

Mr.  PYKE  Faid  the  honorable  gentleman 
objected  to  the  land  being  taken  away  becauFo 
of  its  value.  Wlien  the  land  was  granted,  it  was 
not  supposed  to  have  anything  like  its  present 
value.  He  had  to  repeat  this  phrase  about  the 
value  of  the  land,  because  the  honorable  member 
was  *'  still  harping  on  my  daughter."  But,  be- 
cause the  land  had  become  valuable,  was  that  a 
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reason  for  oommittiog  a  groes  breaob  of  faith 
with  a  gallant  bod j  of  men  ?  He  was  surprised 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  should  have 
made  use  of  such  an  argument.  As  far  as  mili- 
tary purposes  were  concerned,  he  had  only  one 
observation  to  make  in  reply  to  the  honorable 
gentleman.  The  honorable  gentleman  scorned 
the  idea  of  this  land  being  used  for  military 
purposes,  because  he  could  not  disconnect  that 
phrtwe  fxx>m  the  idea  that  a  fort  should  be  erected 
upon  it,  and  as  there  was  a  large  store  opposite 
he  no  doubt  feared  that  obuses  and  shells  might 
be  thrown  into  that  store.  There  was,  howerer, 
one  reason  why  it  might  be  well  to  erect  a  fort 
in  the  centre  of  the  city  of  Dunedin,  and  that 
was  to  protect  the  peaceable  inhabitants  from  the 
rebels  whom  the  honorable  member  proposed  to 
lead  against  the  GoTcmment  in  consequence  of 
late  political  changes. 

Mr.  BEES  thought  that,  as  the  House  had 
affirmed  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  it  should  not 
now  be  pressed  into  Committee,  and  so  preyent 
other  and  yeiy  important  public  business  from 
being  taken. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  would  object  to  the  House 

Sing  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  that  eyening. 
e  had  not  spoken  on  the  second  reading ;  and 
would  now  merely  remark  that  his  impression 
was  there  was  no  legal  obligation  to  hand  oyer 
this  land  to  the  Volunteers.  When  he  was  in 
Dunedin,  about  two  years  preyiously,  great  pres- 
sure was  brought  to  bear  on  him  to  Imve  a  new 
Supreme  Court  erected.  He  pointed  out  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  a  site.  He  was  then 
told  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
this  site  for  the  purpose,  and  he  asked  what 
authority  there  was  for  makins  that  statement, 
because  he  imderstood  that  the  land  had  been  re- 
eeryed  for  the  Volunteers.  The  reply  yras — and 
he  belieyed  it  was  giyen  either  by  the  Superin- 
tendent or  by  a  member  of  the  Proyincial  Bxecu- 
tiye  — that  it  was  available  for  a  Supreme  Court. 
It  was,  howeyer,  found  to  be  too  small  for  that 
purpose,  and  he  belieyed  it  would  also  be  found 
to  be  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  proposed  in  the 
present  Bill.  There  was  already  a  good  drill-shed 
m  the  city,  which  the  holders  of  a  lat9  meeting 
there  said  would  contain  2,000  people,  although 
be  did  not  belieye  it  would.  At  the  same  time, 
if  the  citizens  of  Dunedin  oould  make  out  that 
such  was  the  case,  then  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  ample  provision  was  made  for  the  Volunteers. 
It  must  also  bo  remembered  that  at  the  time  this 
reserve  was  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Volun- 
teers they  had  no  drill-shed.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  any  obligation  to  grant  the  land  to  the 
Volunteers,  and  it  could  be  applied  to  much  better 
purpose.  He  was  perfectly  convinced  that,  if  the 
House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  that 
evening,  the  whole  time  until  the  hour  when  no 
new  business  could  be  taken  would  be  occupied 
in  discussing  it;  and  honorable  members  who 
had  other  business  on  the  Paper  should  bear  that 
in  mind  when  they  come  to  vote  on  the  question. 
Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  moved,  That  the  BiU  be 
committed  that  day  week.  He- was  not  at  all 
surprised  that  at  the  present  crisis  of  affairs  the 
Minister  of  Justice  should  be  anxious  to  secure 


a  military  site  in  the  city  of  Dunedin ;  but  the 
honorable  gentleman's  anxiety  was  not  coupled 
with  judgment,  for  it  would  be 'much  better  to 
erect  his  military  station  before  several  thou- 
sands of  pounds  had  been  expended  in  cutting 
the  hill  down.  He  also  sympathized  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunstan  in  his  fear  of 
what  might  take  place ;  but  he  thought  the  mis- 
siles the  honorable  gentleman  would  have  ex- 
perience of  would  not  be  those  he  talked  of,  but 
of  a  rather  softer  character.  He  would  be  crowned 
with  flowers  as  a  player  on  the  stage.  When  the 
honorable  member  arrived  in  Dunedin,  a  few 
policemen  would  be  sufficient  to  secure  him  iiioxn 
any  danger  from  showers  of  these  missiles. 

Mr.  BEID  would  accept  the  amendment,  al- 
though he  thought  it  was  rather  unfair  that  he 
should  be  threatened  with  what  would  be  done 
in  Committee,  if  the  House  went  into  Committee 
that  eyening. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
committed  that  day  week. 

STATE  POBESTS  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Clause  1.— Short  Title. 

Mr.  BOWBN  moved,  That  the  word  "  repeal " 
be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting  the  word 
"  amendment "  in  lieu  thereof. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause  ;**  upon  which  a 
division  vras  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

"Ayes         86 

Noes         18 


Majority  for 

11 

Aybs. 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brovm, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Bichmond, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  BoUeston, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Pitzroy, 

Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  Gibbs,     • 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  B.  G.  Wood, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Tellers, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Captain  Morris,  * 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Macfarlane. 

No 

E8. 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Teschemaker. 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Tell^s, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  De  Lautour. 
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For. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Carnngton, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


Paibs.    . 

Againti. 
Captain  Kennj, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Cox. 


The  amendment  was  consequenilj  negatived, 
and  the  clauee  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

NEW  ZEAIiAND  UNIVEE8ITY  BILL. 

Mr.  ANDREW,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  did  not  profess  to  make 
any  change  on  a  great  scale  in  the  New  Zealand 
University.  It  merely  proposed  to  widen  the 
basis  on  which  the  Senate  might  be  elected, 
and  to  give  the  educated  members  of  the  com- 
munity with  act  eundem  degrees  a  direct  interest 
in  that  body.  The  New  Zealand  Act  of  1870 
constituted  a  teaching  body,  which  was  done 
away  with  by  the  Act  of  1874,  and  the  Uniyersity 
was  reduced  simply  to  the  status  of  an  examining 
body,  on  the  model  of  the  London  University. 
By  the  Act  of  1874,  the  Senate  consisted  of 
twenfy-four  members,  who  were  eventually  to 
be  elected  partly  by  the  Senate  themselves  and 
partly  by  the  graduates  of  the  University,  form- 
ing a  Convocation.  This  process  was  not  to 
take  place  until  there  were  a  certain  number  of 
members  of  the  University  of  New  Zealand  who 
had  themselyes  graduated  in  that  University. 
Meanwhile,  all  vacancies  were  to  be  filled  up 
by  nominations  from  the  Governor.  The  Uni- 
versity had  efiected  a  great  deal  of  good  in 
the  country  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  did  not 
wish  to  disguise  that  a  great  deal  of  fault  was 
found  with  ite  proceedings,  and  those  objections 
proceeded  in  a  great  measure  from  the  educated 
men  in  the  community,  who  would  naturally 
like  to  have  some  influence  in  tho  proceedings  of 
the  University,  but  who,  by  the  law  as  it  stood, 
were  debarred  from  all  yoice  in  the  matter.  This 
Bill  proposed  at  once  to  give  the  power  of  elect- 
ing one-half  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  to  the 
Convocation  of  the  Uniyersity,  which  would  con- 
■ist  at  present  almost  entirely 'of  members  who 
had  taken  ad  eundem  degrees.  But  Convocation 
would  be  leayened,  year  by  year,  by  members  who 
were  themselves  graduates  of  the  University. 
The  Convocation  of  the  University-  had  very 
small  functions  indeed  under  the  University  Act ; 
bat  one  of  its  functions,  and  in  fact  the  only  im- 
portant one,  was  the  election  of  tiie  Senate,  but 
that  function  was  at  present  in  abeyance.  It  was 
proposed  by  this  Bill  to  enable  members  of  Con- 
vocation to  elect  one-half  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate  as  vacancies  occurred.  There  were  at 
present  in  the  Senate  seven  vacancies  ;  and  if  this 
Bill  became  law,  these  seven  yaoancies,  instead  of 
being  filled  by  the  nomination  of  the  Gh>yemor, 
would  be  filled  by  election,  four  being  elected  by 
the  Senate,  three  being  elected  by  Convocation ; 
and  as  other  vacancies  occurred,  they  would  be 
filled  up  alternately  by  the  Senate  and  Convoca- 
tion. One  objection  to  allowing  Convocation  to 
elect  had  been  the  very  great  expense  that  the 
meeting  of  that  body  entailed.     This  Bill  pro- 
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vided  for  an  election  taking  place  with  hardly 
any  expense  at  all.  He  supposed  that  £10  would 
cover  the  whole  expense  of  an  election,  by  con- 
ducting it  according  to  the  principle  on  which 
the  election  of  members  for  the  Universities  in 
the  Imperial  'Parliament  was  conducted  in  the 
old  country.  That  principle  was  embodied  in  the 
Bill.  He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  longer,  but  content  himself  by  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  six  months.  Of  oonrse  the 
University  was  now  in  existence,  and  he  did  not 
intend  to  take  up  time  by  stating  all  his  objections 
to  it.  He  looked  upon  it  as  a  farce.  .  It  was  an 
examining  bqdy  to  examine  that  which  did  not 
yet  exist  in  the  colony,  and  which  would  not  for 
many  years  to  come.  He  thought,  if  New  Zealand 
desired  to  encourage  higher  education,  they  should 
make  provision  for  a  large  teaching  staff,  and  for 
bringing  in  good  scholars  to  teach  their  young 
men.  When  they  established  an  examining  body 
to  grant  degrees,  he  thought  a  wrong  was  done ; 
and  at  that  time  there  was  a  strong  feeling  of 
jealousy  against  the  Otago  University.  But  he 
did  not  intend  to  go  into  that  matter,  and  would 
only  say  that  any  one  who  had  seen  the  working 
of  the  New  Zealand  University  in  the  pftst,  ana 
had  compared  the  examination  the  students  were 
required  to  pass — take  for  example  the  B.A. 
degree — woula  know  that  actually  three  or  four 
times  more  Ghreek  was  required  from  the  New 
Zealand  students  than  would  be  required  for  the 
same  degree  in  the  London  University.  If  he 
thought  fit,  he  could  show  that,  to  say  the 
least,  the  Senate  had  been  very  unfortunate  in 
the  manner  in  which  some  of  their  regulations 
had  been  drawn  up.  For  example,  when  a  list 
of  books  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the 
New  2iealand  University  for  approval,  thev 
actually  excluded  the  books  of  tho  most  emi- 
nent^ writer  of  the  present  century  on  socio- 
logy and  psychology — Herbert  Spencer— on  the 
ground  that  he  bad  advocated  the  leasing  of 
lands  and  the  State  being  the  owner  of  all  tho 
lands.  On  that  ground  alone  tho  Fellows  of  the 
Senate  absolutely  excluded  his  books  from  their 
curriculum.  That  was  an  undeniable  fact.  And 
this  was  the  body  that  had  the  management  of 
higher  education  in  New  Zealand  !  If  this  were 
known  in  other  places  where  higher  education  was 
cared  for,  the  New  Zealand  University  would  be 
the  laughing-stock  of  all  the  Universities  in  the 
world.  What  did  the  Bill  now  propose  ?  This 
Bill  was  a  very  insidious  one.  When  it  was 
wished  to  repeal  an  Act  he  liked  a  Bill  to  be 
brought  down  boldly  announcing  that  intention. 
But  this  did  not  openly  profess  to  repeal  the 
New  i^aland  University  Act.     It  said : — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  *  The 
New  Zealand  University  Act,  1874,' all  graduates 
of  the  University  for  the  time  being  shall,  for  a 
period  of  ten  jears  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
be  members  of  the  Convocation  of  the  said  Uni- 
versity." 

That  was  well  sfiown  to  be  a  repeal  of  the  24th 
section  of  "The  University  Act,  1874."  That 
section  made  this  provision  : — 
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*'  The  Senate  shill  hare  power  to  confer  any  of 
the  laid  degreei  at  ad  eundem  degrees.  But  no 
ad  eundem  aegree  shall,  without  the  consent  of 
Ck>nTOcation  in  each  case,  entitle  the  holder 
Uiereof  to  be  or  become  a  member  of  Conyoca- 
tion." 

The  Oonrooation  did  not  in  fact  exist.  There 
were  not  thirty  graduates,  New  Zealand  gradu- 
ates, and  now  that  Act  was  introduced  to  do  this : 
they  had  thirty  Uniyersity  students  properly  so 
called,  and  now  it  was  wished  to  create  a  Conyo- 
cation  oonsisting  of  ad  eundem  graduates  to  man- 
age the  Unirersity.  Now,  the  sole  reason  for  the 
New  Zealand  Umyersity  Act  being  passed  in  the 
form  in  which  it  was  passed,  was,  he  presumed, 
that  it  was  desirable  to  get  the  young  men  of  the 
colony,  who  had  been  taught  in  the  colony,  who 
had  got  their  degrees  in  the  colony,  to  take  an 
interest  in  higher  education.  They  were  to  form 
the  first  Oonyocation ;  and  before  any  ad  eundum 
graduate  could  become  a  member  of  that  Convo- 
cation, he  had  to  be  elected  by  those  thirty  New 
Ziealand  Uniyersity  students ;  but  this  second 
section  of  the  Bill  repealed  that  beneficial  pro- 
yision,  and  repealed  it  in  what  he  might  term 
an  insidious  way,  because  the  moyer  of  the 
Bill  ought  to  haye  come  down  boldly,  and 
said  that  "This  proyision  as  to  the  thirty 
students  is  hereby  repealed."  He  considered 
it  was  one  of  the  most  beneficent  thines  in  the 
Uniyersity  Act ;  because  it  freed  the  New  Zea- 
land Uniyersity  management  a  good  deal  from 
the  old  ideas  as  to  the  curriculum  of  the  Uniyer- 
sity students.  One  had  only  to  look  at  the 
reports  of  Commissions  that  had  examined  the 
higher  education,  both  in  England  and  Scotland, 
to  find  that  there  were  complaints  made  against 
the  Uniyersity  system — complaints  tliat  no  one 
yet  had  met  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  that 
the  studies  eyen  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  or 
other  Uniyersities,  were  conducted  in  a  proper 
way ;  complaints  that  too  much  attention  had 
been  paid  to  some  studies  to  the  neglect  of 
others.  Yet  if  they  were  to  a^ow  this  Bill  to 
pass  in  its  present  form,  the  result  would  be 
that  they  would  hare  ad  eundum  graduates  in 
New  Z<»land,  ^^l)0  pcrhops  liad  not  been  pay- 
ing much  attention  to  Uniyersity  reform  in  (he 
old  country,  stereotyping  their  ideas  in  the  New 
Zealand  University  in  future,  and  thereby  doing 
a  great  deal  of  harm  to  University  education  in 
the  colony.  That  was  another  reason  why  the 
whole  power  should  not  be  left  to  these  ad  eundem 
graduates,  as  was  proposed  by  this  Bill.  There 
was  anotlier  point — namely,  he  was  not  aware 
fhut  the  Fellows  of  the  Kew  Zealand  University 
had  approved  of  this  Bill  in  Senate.  He  believed 
it  was  mtroduced  in  another  place  by  a  Fellow 
of  the  Universi(j  ;  but  he  was  not  aware  that 
either  the  Governors  of  the  afllliatcd  ini-titutions, 
or^the  Fellows  of  the  Senate  of  the  New  Zealand 
Univenity  had  approved  of  the  Bill  in  its  present 
form ;  and  he  thought,  before  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  repeal  the  various  proyisions  of  "The 
New  Zealand  University  Aet,  1874,"  an  Act 
whieh,  liko  the  Forest  Act,  had  only  been  two 
years  in  existence,  there  ought  to  be  ycry  good 
grounds  shown.    At  the  same  time,  he  admitted 


that  the  New  Zealand  University  Act  might  need 
amendment ;  but  he  submitted  that  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  this  Bill  were  of  very  little  use 
whatever.  If  the  New  Zealand  University  Act 
was  to  be  amended,  that  would  have  to  be  done 
in  a  very  different  manner  than  that  proposed  by 
this  measure.  He  therefore  thought  it  would  be 
wise  for  members  of  this  House  to  throw  out  the 
Bill,  and  let  the  Senate  consider  what  amendment 
they  desired  next  year ;  and  then  a  Bill  could  be 
introduced  and  brought  before  the  House  in  a 
different  form.  For  those  reasons  ho  would  moye. 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six 

months.     

Mr.  BOWEN  said  that^  as  he  understood  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin,  the  complaint 
against  the  existing  University  Act  was  that  it 
did  not  give  sufficient  power  to  Convocation,  and 
that  the  chief  power  was  given  to  Senate ;  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  said  further,  that  one  of 
the  greatest  merits  of  the  Act  was,  that  hereafter 
when  there  were  thirty  graduates  who  had  taken 
their  degrees  in  New  Zealand,  they  would  have  a 
voice  in  the  management  of  the  University.    The 
object  of  this  Bill  was  to  hasten  the  time  when 
men  who  might  be  supposed  to  have  practical 
experience  in  teaching  snould  have  a  yoice  in  the 
manacement  of  the  Uniyersity.     It  by  no  means 
repealed  the  provision  which  would  enable  all 
graduates  of  the  University  to  take  a  part  in 
Uniyersity  management.    But  whereas  complaint 
was  made  that  there  was  not  sufficient  life  in  the 
institution,  and  not  enough  of  that  experience 
possessed  by  men  accustomed  to  teaching,  this 
BUI  provided  that  men  who  had  taken  degrees 
elsewnere,  and  who  had  got  ad  eundem  degrees 
in  the  University,  should,  before  there  vras  time 
to  have  a  Convocation  assembled  of  New  Zealand 
graduates,  be  able  to  meet  and  take  their  hit 
share  in  the  administration    of   the  affairs  Of 
the  institution.      If  there  was  anything  more 
likely  to  hasten  the  usefulness  of  the  University, 
it  was   such  a  measure  as  was  now  proposed. 
For  instance,  there  were  a  ereat  number  of  men 
engaged  in  teaching  in  New  Zealand  who,  by 
this  %ill,  would  be  enabled  to  have  a  voice  in 
Convocation,   who -were  now  excluded;  and  ho 
certainly  thought  that  would  remedy  many  of  the 
deficiencies  which  had  been  complained  of  in  the 
University.     He  did  not  think  it  would  bo  neces- 
sary, in  discussing  this  Bill,  and  at  that  hour,  to 
fo  into  the  question  of  the  advantages  of  the 
Inirersity  as  it  existed.    But  he  would  point  out 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  who  last  spoke  that 
an  examining  body  was  almost  the  only  body  it 
was  possible  to  constitute  in  the  present  state  of 
the  colony.    They  had  teaching  bodies  in  yarious 
parts  of  the  country ;  and  what  they  wanted  was 
a  body  that  would  examine  those  different  teach- 
ing bodies,  and  establish  a  standard  which  under- 
graduates who  were  studying  at  the  different 
affiliated  institutions  would  have  to  attain  to  in 
order  to  obtain  degrees.    There  were  provisions 
for  holding  the  meetings  of  the  Univenity  from 
time  to  time  in  different  towns  where  the  several 
affiliated  institutions  existed;   and,  in  fact,  the 
New  Zealand  University  Act  was  a  measure  to 
provide  in  the  colony,  as  nearly  as  oircumstances 
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would  permit,  the  advantages  of  each  an  insti- 
tution as  the  London  UniTenity.  That  Uniyer- 
sity  was  foanded  to  foster  affiliated  institution 
all  OTer  England,  and  to  eroke  teaching  power 
wherever  it  might  exist.  In  New  Zealand  such 
an  examining  body  was  more  necessary  than  in 
England.  We  may  desire  to  have  more  aflUiated 
Colleges  and  more  teaching  power ;  but  he  could 
not  coneeive  that  any  one  who  desired  that 
there  should  be  more  life  infused  into  the  pro- 
oeedings  of  the  UnJTersity  could  object  to  a  pro- 
Tision  which  would  really  create  a  OonTOcation 
sooner  than  it  oonld  be  created  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  as  it  stood  at  present ;  and  he 
would  support  the  Bill  for  the  reason  that  it 
would  tend  to  hasten  the  time  when  those  who 
had  some  experience  in  teaching  would  have  a 
Toioe  in  the  administration  of  the  University. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  had  only  to  say  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  24th  section  of  "The  New 
Zealand  University  Act,  1874,"  the  measure 
would  not  have  been  passed  at  all.  It  was  only 
a  compromise  at  the  time,  and  that  section  was 
one  of  the  provisions  that  was  insisted  upon. 

Mr.  O'ROBKE  merely  wished  to  enter  his 
protest  against  the  sham  that  took  place  in  the 
House  from  year  to  year  in  parading  Bills  before 
them  with  regard  to  the  New  Zealand  University 
— as  if  there  was  such  a  thing  in  existence !  He 
considered  that  the  institution  was  a  degradation 
of  the  honorable  name  of  University.  He  was  cer- 
tain it  had  done  no  good  in  the  way  of  establish- 
ing advanced  education.  What  was  their  boast  ? 
That  they  taught  nothing;  that  they  had  no 
professors ;  that  they  are  a  houseless  and  a  home- 
less body.  It  was  true  that  some  of  the  money 
set  apart  by  the  House  filtered  through  their 
huids  and  was  thus  distributed  amongst  certain 
schools ;  but  he  denied  that  the  institution  had 
in  any  vray  promoted  superior  education.  When 
the  proposition  to  establish  a  University  was  first 
brought  before  the  House,  it  was  by  way  of  peti- 
tion from  a  gentleman  who  was  distinguished  for 
promoting  eaucation  in  Otago,  and  who,  he  re- 
gretted to  say,  had  since  died.  He  thought  it 
&ould  be  the  du^  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
been  eharsed  during  the  last  five  or  six  years 
with  conducting  this  so-called  University  to 
petition  the  House  to  relieve  them  of  their 
duties — that  they  should  represent  to  the  House 
that  the  grant  which  they  hold  was  contempt- 
ible— ^that  their  efforts  had  been  fruitless,  and 
that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  House  should 
address  itself  to  the  jSh>priety  of  creating  a  real 
University.  Ten  times  the  £8,000  would  not  be 
misspent  if  a  real  University  were  established 
where  young  men  could  be  brought  up,  where 
they  would  be  trained  under  the  discipline  of 
University  life,  and  acquire  something  like  the 
knowledge  which  was  bestowed  in  the  venerable 
UniverritieB  at  Home.  It  was  on  this  ground 
that  he  would  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  the 
amendment  that  the  Bill  be  read:  a  second  time 
that  day  six  months.  But  he  would  much  prefer 
that  the  House  would  take  the  bull  by  the  horns 
and  abolish  the  grant  altogether,  as  it  did  in  the 
matter  of  the  New  Zeaknd  Forests  Act ;  for  he 
believed  that  this  University  was  even  a  greater 


sham  than  that  Forests  Act  He  was  at  one  time 
in  favour  of  dividing  the  grant  of  £8,000  between 
the  existing  University  of  Otago  and  one  that 
he  proposed  should  be  established  at  Auckland. 
He  had  not  yet  abandoned  that  idea,  but  he 
would  for  the  present  be  satisfied  with  a  real 
University,  established  at  some  convenient  place, 
instead  of  having  wandering  examiners  going 
about  amongst  the  highways  and  by-ways,  striv- 
ing to  get  some  person  on  whom  to  confer  a 
degree.  He  was  also,  he  confessed,  astonished 
to  see  gentlemen  of  high  attainments — gentlemen 
who  had  graduated  in  the  old  Universities — 
content  to  accept  ad  eufuUm  degrees  in  such  a 
University  as  this.  He  did  not  admire  their 
taste ;  he  should  prefer  remaining  as  a  gra- 
duate of  the  University  where  he  was  brought 
up.  At  first,  he  was  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  University  at  Otago ;  but  he  felt  a  little 
ashamed  of  it  when,  a  session  or  two  ago,  it 
surrendered  its  rights  of  conferring  degrees  for  a 
mess  of  pottage — when,  for  the  sake  of  getting 
hold  of  a  little  land,  it  degraded  itself  from  its 
position  and  was  content  to  be  called  an  affili- 
ated college  of  this  New  Zealand  Universitv. 
Many  years  ago,  when  he  once  spoke  briefly 
on  til  is  subject,  he  said  he  held  the  opinion 
that  if  a  real  University  were  once  establishes!, 
many  persons  would,  out  of  their  abundance, 
make  donations  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  ob- 
ject. That  opinion  wss  the  subject  of  ridicule, 
not  in  the  House  but  elsewhere.  But  what  did 
he  see  a  few  months  afterwards  ?  A  gentleman 
at  Adelaide,  whose  name  he  forgot,  made  a  dona* 
tion  of  £30,000  to  assist  the  University  whidi 
was  then  established  there.  He  had  been  looking 
over  a  list  of  donations  that  had  been  made  from 
time  to  time  to  a  University  with  which  he  was 
acquainted,  being  an  alumnus  of  what  was  styled 
at  home  tUma  mater,  and  he  saw  that  thev  ran 
from  £8,000  to  £5,000  and  up  as  high  as 
£86,000.  He  believed  that  if  the  colony  had 
^  real  University,  many  scholarships  would  be 
established  by  private  gentlemen,  profisssorships 
would  be  founded,  and  in  time  something  worthy 
of  the  name  of  University  would  be  established, 
instead  of  what  was  now  a  by-word  amongst 
those  who  appreciated  a  high  class  of  education. 
It  was  true  they  had  high-sounding  titles.  They 
had  Ohancellors,  Yice-Chancellors,  Fellows,  and 
Senators ;  but  in  what  did  they  resemble  the  dig- 
nitaries of  the  Universities  at  Home,  except  in 
the  mere  name?  With  regard  to  the  proposal 
about  the  Oonv6cation,  it  was  to  him  a  matter  of 
no  moment.  He  would  prefer  that  when  they 
went  into  Committee  a  clause  should  be  intro- 
duced for  repealing  the  whole  grant,  and  with  a 
view  of  contributing  something  from  the  public 
revenue  worthy  of  a  University  for  New  Zea* 
land. 

Mr.  BEES  intended  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  It  could  not  be  expected 
that  in  a  new  country  such  as  this  there  riiould 
be  at  once  reared  up  amongst  its  people  stately 
edifices  such  as  those  which  adorned  older  coun- 
tries, or  that  Uiere  shoi^d  be  those  beautiful 
colleges  which  were  to  be  found  in  such  places 
as  Osdord  and  Cambridge.    These  oonld  not  be 


62 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


University  Bill, 


[Oct.  5 


erected  in  a  day,  in  a  month,  nor,  perhaps,  in 
many  years,  nor  could  it  be  expected  that  to  such 
an  institution  in  New  Zealand  there  should  attach 
the  memories  and  glories  which  surrounded  the 
old  institutions  of  the  mother  ooantry.  Honor- 
able members  should  recollect,  when  they  com- 
pared a  new  UniTersity  in  a  new  country  with 
the  old  UniTersities  of  the  world,  that  everything 
had  a  beginning.  What  were  the  American 
Unirersities  ?  Yale  and  Harvard  were  now 
places  with  a  world-wide  celebrity,  and  yet,  but 
a  few  years  ago,  they  were  but  seminaries  partly 
supported  by  charitable  aid,  and  partly  assisted 
by  State  srants.  So  it  was  also  with  the  Irish, 
ihe  Scotcn,  and  the  English  Universities.  There 
was  a  time  when  even  those  institutions  were  in 
iheir  infancy.  He  would  be  glad  to  support  any 
measure  that  would  go  in  the  direction  indicated 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga,  when  he 
said  there  should  be  a  real  University,  and  not  a 
sham  which  had  but  a  name  and  did  not  exist  in 
fiehct.  As  that  honorable  member  said,  ten  times 
the  present  grant  of  £3,000,  or  twenty  times  that 
amount,  would  be  well  expended  if  it  reared 
amongst  us  such  an  institution  as  could  hold  out 
the  lamp  of  education  and  intelligence  to  the  people 
of  this  country.  But  there  must  be  a  beginning 
and  he  would  be  very  sorry  to  do  as  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  proposed,  and  so  see  the  twinkling 
light  which  now  existed  put  out,  and  nothing 
given  to  the  country  in  exchange  for  it.  This 
measure  stood  on  a  very  different  footing  from 
the  State  Forests  Bill ;  for  this  measure,  at  any 
rate,  kept  alive  some  spirit  and  desire  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  education  in  the  colony.  (  "  No."  ) 
Surely  the  honorable  members  who  cried  "  No  " 
must  remember  that  a  University  did  exist,  that 
it  had  power  to  confer  degrees,  and  that  those 
degrees  were  acknowledged  everywhere.  There 
had  been  gathered  togoSier  not  only  gentlemen 
who  had  earned  the  distinction  of  being  gradu- 
ates of  the  older  Universities,  but  who  hwl  also 
aspired  to  the  honorable  distinction  of  ad  eundem 
degrees  in  the  New  Zealand  University — members 
of  the  EngUsh,  the  Irish  and  the  Scotch  Univer- 
sities, who  were  anxious  to  take  part  in  the 
administration  of  our  University.  It  was  a  great 
thing  to  have  gathered  these  men  together,  so 
that  they  might  consult  and  give  advice  in  regard 
to  the  administration  of  the  University  which 
would  be  of  use  in  the  future.  He  would  be 
sorry  to  see  the  New  Zealand  University,  poor  as 
it  was,  without  habitation  ^and  name,  and  a  sort, 
of  wanderer  through  the  counbry,  put  out  of 
existence.  It  had  entered  upon  a  course  which 
would  possibly  lead  to  magnificence  in  the  future. 
In  regard  to  a  Convocation,  the  actual  existence 
of  which  this  Bill  would  propose,  he  would  like 
to  see  greater  powers  given  to  that  body — not 
only  that  it  should  be  enabled  to  extend  its 
limits,  but  that  it  should  have  some  actual  power 
and  some  real  work  to  do.  He  quite  £uled  to 
understand  why  thQ  24th  section  of  the  Act  of 
1874  should  not  be  repealed,  either  expressly 
or  impliedly,  so  as  to  admit  gentlemen  to  the 
dignity  of  members  of  Convocation  who  had  not 
taken  degrees  in  New  Zealand  itself.  Would  not 
|)Mt  be  1^  oommenoement  P    Why  shut  out  from 


that  body  the  power  of  gathering  to  itself  men 
of  experience  in  other  countries  ?    Why  refuse  it 
the  power  of  gathering  to  itself  the  learning  of 
older  countries  ?     Why  shut  out  from  that  body 
all  the  advantages  it  would  receive   from    the 
learning  and  experience  of  such  men,  especially 
when  the  University  was  only  in   its    infancy  ? 
It  seemed  to  him  to  be  more  reasonable  that  our 
arms  should  be  stretched  wide  and    our   gates 
thrown  open,  so  that  those  who  brought  the  re- 
wards of  learning  and  erudition  from  older  coun- 
tries might  take  part  in   the  administration  of 
our  University — ^mon  who  had  come  out  to  make 
New  Zealand  their  home,  and  men  who  had  gone 
Home   and  then  returned  again  with  well-vron 
honors,  after  passing  through  the  curriculum  of 
study  in  the  old-establish^  Universities.     The 
door  should  be  thrown  wide  open,  so  that  our 
University   should  have  the   advantage    of  the 
prestige  and  erudition  of  such   men  as   these. 
Therefore,  it  would  be  unwise  to  postpone  the 
passing  of   this  Bill.     Let  the  University   con- 
tinue its  present  existence  for  a  time  ;  let  Conro- 
cation  really  exist,  and  let  those  gentlemen  vrho, 
if  Convocation  was  thrown  open,  would  aspire  to 
ad  eundem  degrees,  gather  together,  and  then,  by 
the  aid  of  Convocation  passing  resolutions  which 
the  Senate  could  make  public  and  forward  to  the 
Assembly,  Parliament  would  be  able  to  map  out 
something  that  would  be  of  use  to  our  children 
and  our  children's  children.     What  was  wanted 
was  a  high  style  of  education.    What  the  House 
should  aspire  to  was  to  increase  the  powers  of 
this  body,  and   to   foster  everything   that   vras 
likely  in  time  to  place  higher  education  within 
the  reach  of  the  young  men  of  New  Zealand. 
This    would  not  be  attained  by   crushing  the 
existing  University,  or  by  contrasting  it   unfa- 
vourably with  the  older  institutions ;  but  rather 
by  cherishing    it,  causing  the  summer   sun  of 
prosperity  to  shine  upon  it,  and  by  doing  all  that 
they  could  as  members  of  that  House  and  public 
men  to  insure  its  success.     The  day  would  come 
when,  if  it  were  properly  dealt  with,  they  would 
see  the  University  not  only  an  examining  body 
but  a  teaching  body,  vrith  large  endowments  and 
grants  by  that  House,  which  could  not  be  made 
in  a  better  direction.    They  would  see  it  with  a 
professorial  body  of  its  own,  and  with  the  re- 
proach that  now  attached  to  it  removed.     But 
that,  of  course,  would  take  some  Uttle  time.    The 
object  should  be  to  hasten  that  time,  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  the  edifice  as  widely  as  possible, 
and  to  gather  to  its  assistance  learned  men,  espe- 
cially when  it  had  to  struggle  against  such  feel- 
ings as  those  which  actuated  men  who  contented 
themselves  with  contrasting  it  unfavourably  with 
older  institutions,  and  against  feelings  of  con- 
tempt because  it  was  not  a  teaching  body  and 
had  no  habitation.    It  vras  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  strengthen  it  by  eveir  possible  means.    He 
hoped  that  the  Bill  woufd  not  be  postponed  for 
another  six  months.     It  was  a  step,  but  it  was  a 
good  step,  and  one  taken  in  the  right  direction. 
He  believed,  if  a  Convocation  were  formed,  as  it 
could  easily  be  if  this  measure  were  passed,  that 
Convocation  and  the  Senate  would  be  of  material 
assist«noe  to  the  Parliament  in   passing  such 
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meaaures  as  would  make  the  XJDiyenity  a  credit 
to  the  colony. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  did  not  think  the  real  ob- 
ject of  the  BUI  was  yery  well  anderstood  bj  eome 
honorable  gentlemen.  The  honorable  member 
who  bad  jost  spoken  had  rery  fairly  placed  before 
the  Houee  the  intention  which  the  Bill  wished  to 
Babserre.  It  might  be  supposed  from  the  speech 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Dun- 
edin  that  the  Bill  was  intended  to  strengthen  or 
tighten  something  of  an  exclusiTO  character  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  men  in  regard  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Unirersity.  The  object  was  exactly 
the  opposite.  Under  the  existing  law,  the  Q-orer- 
nor  appointed  to  the  Senate  persons  who  might 
or  might  not  be  the  most  competent  to  advise  as 
to  the  affairs  of  the  Unirersity.  The  proposal  of 
the  Bill  was,  that  this  administration  should  be 
given  to  persons  whose  experience  in  teaching 
might  be  supposed  to  be  of  very  great  advantage 
in  determining  what  the  administration  should  be. 
The  persons  introduced  would  comprise  those  who 
were  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  higher  seminaries 
of  New  &aland.  Amongst  these  were  persons 
who  had  taken  high  degrees  in  the  older  Uniyer- 
sities,  as,  for  example,  the  Professors  of  the  Uni- 
yersity  of  Otago,  and  other  persons  who  were 
also  engaged  in  teaching  at  some  of  the  higher 
■chools  and  colleges  in  the  country,  and  whose 
experience  as  practical  administrators  would  be 
of  yery  great  advantage  not  only  with  regard 
to  the  general  administration,  but  also  as  to  the 
books  which  should  be  the  subjects  of  study  of 
those  who  sought  to  obtain  prizes  in  the  Univer- 
■tty.  The  Bill,  there  was  no  doubt,  went  in  the 
right  direction,  although  he  desired,  with  the 
lionor^le  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  that 
it  should  go  very  much  farther.  He  would  like 
to  see  the  powers  of  Oonyocation  very  largely  in- 
creased. It  was  very  doubtful  whether  within 
the  next  ten  years  there  would  be  thirty  gradu- 
ates'of  the  New  Zealand  University  to  form  Con- 
Tocation,  and  he  did  not  see  why  during  that 
time  the  Uniyersity  shotdd  not  have  the  ex- 
perience of  men  well  versed  in  high-class  educa- 
tion at  Home,  and  who  w^ire  now  engaged  in 
New  Zealand.  Surely  it  would  be  a  very  great 
advantage  to  haye  the  experience  of  such  men. 
It  could  not  be  said  that  a  Convocation  formed  of 
men  appointed  by  the  Governor,  however  excel- 
lent they  might  be,  was  likely  to  be  superior  in 
point  of  praofctcal  experience  to  a  Convocation 
oompoeed  of  such  men  as  would  be  admitted  to  it 
under  this  Bill.  One  would  suppose  it  was  a 
meatare  of  a  restrictive  tendency,  instead  of 
openinff  the  door  to  greater  power.  He  agreed 
with  tae  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
East  that  it  did  not  go  as  far  as  he  would  wish 
to  see :  still  it  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.   It 

Saye  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  being  intro- 
ueed  into  the  administration  of  the  affiurs  of  the 
Univeni^  who  were  now  excluded ;  and  in  order 
that  that  olyeet  might  be  carried  out,  he  would 
haye  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  Bill. 

Mr.  THOMSON  agreed  with  almost  every 
word  that  had  been  said  with  regard  to  the 
adTantages  of  higher  education ;  but  he  was  still 
inclined  to  support  the  motion  of  the  boBOjraUe 


member  for  Dunedin,  that  the  Bill  should  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months.  He 
thought  it  would  be  ti^me  enough  then  to  read  it' 
a  second  time.  The 'Bill  had  been  introduced 
into  the  Legislatiye  Council  by  a  gentleman  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Senate;  but  it  did  not 
appear  that  he  had  been  authorized  by  the  Senate 
to  introduce  the  BilL  He  thought  that,  if  the 
Senate  were  of  opinion  that  the  constitution  of 
the  .Uniyersity  ought  to  be  changed,  the  Senate 
sliould  have  requested  one  ^f  its  members,  or  a 
member  of  the  Government,  to  introduce  such  a 
measure  as  this.  Then  again,  there  was  this  point, 
which  had  not  been  brought  out:  The  Act  of 
1874,  which  miglxt  be  said  to  be  the  Constitution 
Act  of  the  University,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Senate  of  the  University  of  New  Zealand  and 
delegates  from  the  Colleges.  It  vras  the  result, 
in  fact,  of  an  understanding  which  liad  been 
arrived  at ;  so  that  it  appeared  to  him,  if  they 
passed  this  Bill,  they  might  be  said  to  be  breaking 
faith  with  the  members  of  the  Senate  of  the  New 
Zealand  University  and  the  delegates  of  the  Uni- 
yersity of  Otago.  Now,  in  the  8th  clause  of  the 
New  Zealand  Unirersity  Act,  to  which  reference 
had  been  made,  it  appeared  that  the  Convocation 
was  not  to  come  into  force  till  there  should  be 
thirty  graduates.  And  why  was  that  passed? 
It  haid  a  section  to  itself  in  the  Act.  There  must 
have  been  some  reason  for  that,  and  he  thought 
the  reason  must  be  something  like  this :  That 
it  was  yery  desirable  that  there  should  be  a 
number  of  young  men  taking  an  interest  in 
higher  education  who  were  not  trammelled  by 
the  ideas  of  the  older  Universities.  Then  again, 
it  appeared  from  the  24(th  section  of  the  Act 
that  etd  eundem  graduates  could  not  be  members 
of  Conyocation.  There  must  have  been  a  reason 
for  that  too.  The  Senate  seemed  to  say  by  this 
section  that  it  is  not  desirable  that  ad  eundem 
graduates  should  be  members  of  the  Convocation, 
or  rather  that  it  is  not  desirable  that  the  Convo- 
cation should  consist  of  gentlemen  who  have  taken 
their  degrees  at  Home  unless  the  Convocation  of 
New  Zealand  graduates  is  willing.  Now,  as  he 
had  said,  there  must  have  been  a  reason  for  that, 
and  he  presumed  the  reason  was  this  :  that  it  was 
not  desirable,  as  this  was  simply  an  examining 
institution — an  institution  without  a  local  habi- 
tation— that  the  power  should  fall  very  much 
into  the  hands  of  sentlemen  residing  in  one  plnoe. 
It  so  happened  that  in  the  Province  of  Canter- 
bury there  were  many  gentlemen  who  had  taken 
degrees  in  the  English  Universities — more  per- 
haps than  in  any  other  portion  of  New  Zealand  ; 
and  as  those  gentlemen  would  haye  very  great 
power  in  electing  the  members  of  Senate,  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  Senate  might  ultimately 
belong  to  Canterbury.  He  would  have  more  con- 
fidence in  the  Senate  if  the  Governor  appointed 
from  the  various  parts  of  the  colony  gentlemen 
who  took  an  interest  in  higher  education.  He 
thought  that,  until  they  ascertained  that  the 
Senate  of  the  New  Zealand  University  were  de- 
sirous of  a  change « in  the  system,  it  was  not 
advisable  to  make  any  alteration. 

Mr.  ANDREW,  m  reply,  said  one  of  the  chief 
objectione  made  to  the  BUI  was  that  it  waa  aot 
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introduced  on  a  formal  resolation  of  the  Senate. 
He  woald  point  out  that  it  was  recommended 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the^Unirersity,  prorided 
that  no  draft  was  made  on  the  Unirersitj  fund. 
It  had  been  brought  down  in  each  House  bj  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  so  that  eTerything  was 
done  with  its  approbation.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  had  commenced  his  speech  by 
making  an  attack  on  the  University  of  New 
Zealand  generally.  The  question  was  not  whe- 
ther the  University  of  New  Zealand  ought  to  be 
abolished  t>r  not,  but  whether  it  ought  to  be 
improved.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  ob- 
jected that  a  knowledge  of  Greek  was  considered 
necessary  by  the  University  to  qualify  a  person 
for  a  degree;  but  he  would  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  that  it  was  not  necessary  at 
all.  It  was  optional  with  a  student  whether  he 
should  Be  examined  in  Orcek  or  not.  The 
standard  required  for  a  degree  in  the  University 
of  New  2Seaiand  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  in 
the  University  of  Oxford,  and  he  did  not  think 
that  standard  was  too  high.  He  was  surprised 
to  hear  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga  say 
that  it  was  degrading  for  a  member  of  an  old 
University  to  hold  an  ad  eundem  degree  in  the 
New  Zealand  University.  He  himself  had  taken 
a  degree  in  an  old  University,  and  he  held  au 
ad  eundem  degree  in  the  New  Zealand  institution, 
but  he  did  not  feel  himself  degraded.  The  New 
Zealand  University  was  a  trembling  iniant,  which 
those  gentlemen  would  crush. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  *  now  *  stand 
part  of  the  question  i*  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         81 

Noes         17 


Minority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bnnny, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Sir  a.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  HodgkinsoD, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Oaptain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  BContgomeiy, 

Mr.Barff, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Be  Lautour, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
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Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Whitoker. 
Tellert, 
Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Bees. 

Noxs. 

B£r.  O'Borke, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
B£r.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcook. 
TeUert. 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Thomaoo. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Sir  B.  Douglas,  I    Mr.  Burns, 

Mr.  Sharp,  |    Mr.  Bryce. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  ANDREW  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  com- 
mitted on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  STOUT  would  move,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  Bill  bo  ordered  to  be  committed  that 
day  two  months.  If  that  were  not  carried,  he 
would  move.  That  "  The  New  Zealand  University 
Act,  1874,"  be  repealed.  By  passing  this  Bill 
they  were  committing  a  distinct  breach  of  faith, 
and  he  had  certainly  expected  a  different  line  of 
action  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East.  The  Otago  University  was 
afBliated  with  the  New  Zealand  University  on 
the  distinct  understanding  that  the  agreement 
stated  in  the  Act  of  1874  should  be  complied 
with.  But  instead  of  that,  what  was  to  be  done  ? 
The  University  would  be  managed,  not  by  tho 
students  under  the  Act  of  1874^  but  by  ad  eva- 
dem  graduates.  He  contended  that  that  should 
not  be  so.  They  were  now,  for  the  firat  time, 
actually  proposing  to  put  the  heads  of  grammar- 
schools — for  they  were  really  nothing  else — ^into 
the  Senate,  and  allowing  them  to  distribute  the 
moneys  to  be  appropriated  under  this  Act.  A 
more  monstrous  proposition  was  never  made  in 
any  Legislature.  Let  any  honorable  member 
imagine  the  effect  of  heads  of  grammar-schools 
being  made  senators  of  the  New  Zealand  Uni- 
versity, with  power  to  distribute  grants  of  money, 
and  not  only  that,  but  to  appoint  examiners  to 
examine  their  own  classes.  He  could  only  say 
that  the  result  would  be  to  teach  the  Otago  Uni- 
versity a  lesson — the  lesson  that  agreements  em- 
bodied in  Acts  of  Parliament  were  not  to  be  con- 
sidered binding  or  lasting.  He  would  propose,  as 
an  amendment,  That  the  Bill  be  committed  that 
day  two  months.  The  Bill  could  not  be  abso- 
lutely thrown  out,  because,  as  things  were  going 
on  at  present,  the  Parlii^ment  would  be  in  session 
at  that  time. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  seconded  the  amendment 
He  was  amongst  those  who  took  a  prominent  * 
part  in  bringing  about  the  affiliation  of  the  Otago 
iJniversity  with  the  New  .Zealand  Univenity, 
and  he  certainly  now,^gretted  the  action  he  took 
on  that  occasion.  If  he  had  known  that  the  Act 
of  1874  was  only  to  endure  two  years,  he  should 
have  declined  emphatically  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  arrangement.  He  regarded  the  present 
Bill  as  a  breach  of  faith,  and  believed  it  would 
show,  more  than  any  other  measure  passed  this 
session,  what  reliance  was  to  be  placed  upon  the 
Acts  of  that  House.  He  felt  perfectly  sure  the 
people  of  Otago  would  feel  very  strongly  upon 
this  question.  They  would  feel  that  the  Assem- 
bly had  misled  them,  that  it  had  cheated  them 
of  their  birthright,  and  they  would  resent  it  with 
roirit.  He  trusted  that  when  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee,  if  it  ever  went  there,  a  clause  similar 
to  that  introduced  into  the  Forests  Bill  would  be 
inserted.  He  would  do  his  beet  to  prevent  the 
Bill  pMsing  through  the  House. 
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Mr.  BEES  said  be  ooold  not  compliment  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  either  upon  the 
logic  of  his  srgaments  or  the  sequence  in  which 
those  arguments  were  placed  before  the  House. 
As  a  rule,  when  an « honorable  member  desired  bj 
argument  and  reasoning  to  couTince  the  House,  or 
to  influence  the  opinions  of  those  whom  he  was 
addressing,  he  brought  forward  his  argument 
before  the  question  was  decided.  He  did  not 
wait  'till  the  question  was  settled,  and  then,  for 
the  first  time,  state  the  arguments  upon  which 
the  question  should  first  have  been  decided.  The 
honorable  member  made  reference  to  a  former  Act, 
and  now  denounced  the  present  Bill  as  a  breach 
of  faith.  Oertain  conditions  were  made — a  cer- 
tain understanding  was  arrived  at;  and  because 
thoee  conditions  were  made,  and  that  under- 
standing arriyed  at,  the  honorable  gentleman  said 
the  House  ought  not  to  pass  this  Bill.  Why  did 
not  the  honorable  gentleman  say  that  in  the 
course  of  his  argument?  He  knew  it  himself. 
How  were  other  honorable  members  to  know  it 
unless  he  told  them  ?  If  he  expected  honorable 
members  to  Tote  upon  an  understanding  of 
that  sort,  he  should  have  shown  that  such 
an  understanding  existed,  that  certain  mea- 
sures were  carried  upon  that  understanding, 
and  that  the  understanding  itself  was  a  reason- 
able one.  But  even  now  he  was  not  con- 
Tinoed  by  what  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
*ust  told  them,  nor  did  he  see  that  the  Assembly 
lad  done  wrong  in  the  slightest  degree.  What 
was  a  UniTersity  for  ?  It  was  for  the  dissemina- 
tion of  knowledge,  the  honorable  gentleman  said  ; 
and  all  the  powers  of  Conyocation  were  to  be 
exercised — by  whom  ?  By  undergraduates — men 
of  no  experience,  men  reared  up  to  some  extent 
with  narrow  opinions,  men  who  had  not  had  the 
adyantage  of  conrerse  with  the  great  and  the 
learned,  men  who  had  not  undergone  Uniyersity 
discipline,  and'  had  yery  likely  resided  in  this 
country  all  their  lives.  Conld  the  powers  of 
Conyocation,  he  asked,  properly  be  left  to  them  ? 
fie  refused  to  adhere  to  such  an  agreement.  He 
cared  notliing  for  the  Otago  University  or  any- 
body else  in  matters  of  this  kind.  He  ?aid  tliat 
a  Conyocation  composed  of  gentlemen  who  lacked 
all  the  essential  qualifications  he  had  named — 
all  honor  to  them  for  haying  fitted  themselves 
to  pats  a  University  examination — but  a  goyem- 
ing  body  composed  of  those  gentlemen  would  not 
be  likely  to  manifest  that  broad  comprehension, 
that  culture  of  mind,  that  resource  of  thought, 
and  that  grasp  of  intellect,  which  men  composing 
the  goyemtng  body  of  the  New  Zealand  Uni- 
yenity  should  have.  He  was  astonished  at  the 
narrowness  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  views, 
and  he  was  also  astonished  to  hear  that  the  Otago 
Uniyersity  had  bartered  away  its  rights  for  some 
property — some  endowment — it  had  obtained. 

Mr.  STOUT.— We  were  denied  a  charter. 

^T.  BEES.— Who  denied  the  charter  ? 

Mr.  STOUT.— This  0oyemment. 

IAt.  bees.— Well,  be  it  so.  This  Oovern- 
ment,  which  could  give  a  charter,  had  given  a 
cljarfer  to  a  broader  school — the  New  Zealand 
Uniyorsit  J.  Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  one  pro- 
vince, one  town,  or  one  district  was  to  arrogate 


to  itself  the  position  of  the  leading  educational 
establishment  of  the  colony,  to  place  itself  in 
such  a  position  that  no  one  else  sliould  be  per- 
mitted to  stand  on  an  equality  with  it  ?  It  was 
not  at  all  to  be  desired  that  one  portion  of  the 
colony  should  elevate  itself,  to  the  exclusion  of 
others,  into  a  school  of  learning.  That  was  to 
cast  every  other  school,  not  only  by  the  supe- 
riority of  its  works,  but  by  its  laws  also,  into  the 
shade. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  Otago  University  did  not 
object  to  a  charter  for  the  New  Zealand  Uni- 
yersity; and  he  regretted  to  observe  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  did  not  understand  the 
question. 

Mr.  BEES  said  the  honorable  ^ntleman 
might  attempt  to  be  funny,  but  his  witty  shafts 
had  no  effect  upon  him.  He  considered  himself 
impervious  to  such  witty  thrusts.  They  were 
told  that  this  Act  was  restrictive,  and  that  they 
should  be  narrowed  down,  "cribbed,  cabined, 
and  confined,"  because  this  Otago  Uniyersity 
imagined  it  should  enjoy  a  supremacy.  What 
claim  had  the  Otago  University  upon  this 
country  P  It  certainly  had  a  claim  to  their 
respect ;  it  was  entitled  to  haye  its  just  lights ; 
but  was  it  to  be  said  that  members  of  the  House 
were  to  place  the  New  Zealand  University  at  a 
disadvantage  for  all  future  time?  That  would 
be  preposterous.  Perhaps  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  next  tell  them  that  no  legislation 
should  take  place  unless  Dunedin,  unless  Otago, 
was  in  the  first  place  to  be  considered.  Every- 
thing must  be  subservient  to  that.  Because 
some  understanding  had  been  arrived  at  in 
some  past  time,  hereafter  it  would  be  regarded 
as  a  breach  of  faith  if  some  improvement  of 
the  law  were  made  by  the  House.  He  ob- 
jected to  such  a  conclusion.  He  did  not  think 
it  was  right  or  just,  nor  would  it  reflect  credit- 
ably on  their  judgment  or  redound  to  the  credit 
of  the  Legislature,  if  the  affairs  of  the  University 
were  to  be  conducted  in  that  spirit.  All  that 
had  been  done  was  to  gather  into  the  Conyo- 
cation many  learned  men,  to  include  in  its  ranks 
gentlemen  who  had  benefited  from  association 
with  the  great,  and  had  profited  by  the  past 
histozy  of  old  countries.  In  doing  so  they  bad 
only  done  what  was  right.  If  any  such  arrange- 
ment as  the  honorable  gentleman  had  alluded 
to  was  eyer  made,  then  it  was  an  arrangement 
against  public  policy;  it  was  an  arrangement 
which  would  hamper  the  progress  of  education  ; 
it  was  an  arrangement  which  would  dip  the 
wings  of  any  society  that  might  aspire  to  any 
height  whateyer  in  learning.  He  was  sure  the 
Parliament  of  New  Zealand  would  show  its  sense 
by  setting  aside  any  such  arrangement,  and  by 
putting  its  leading  educational  establishment  on 
a  proper  basis.  As  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers,  he  did  not  know  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  a  man  of  much  weight  in 
Uniyersity  matters.  He  was  not  aware  whether 
the  honorable  member  was  a  graduate  of  any 
University ;  but  he  must  say  he  was  astonished 
at  the  narrowness  of  the  yiews  of  gentlemen  who 
said  that  because  the  Otago  University  was  affili- 
ated to  the  New  Zealand  Uniyersity  it  would  be 
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a  dieadrantage  to  call  to  ite  councils  the  gra- 
duates of  all  other  Universities  who  happened 
to  be  in  New  Zealand.  Instead  of  shutting  up 
the  Convocation  to  comparatively  raw  lads  who 
might  obtain  degrees  here,  it  would  bo  rather  an 
advantage  to  avail  themselves  of  the  services  of 
men  of  age,  erudition,  and  experience.  That  was 
an  extremely  narrow  yiew  to  take.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  consent  to  postpone  (he 
Bill,  but  would  let  it  take  its  ordinary  course,  and 
stand  for  committal  next  Thursday  and  be  passed. 
Ho  was  sure  that  in  years  to  come  members  of 
the  University  of  Otago  would  themselves  be  the 
first  to  say  that  the  ^House  took  a  wise  and  just 
course  in  doing  what  it  had  done  to-night. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  would  say  that  the  course 
taken  by  the  honorable  member  for  Duuedin  had 
astonished  him  very  much.  Personally,  he  knew 
yeiy  little  of  the  Bill  until  he  read  it  the  other 
day,  and  he  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
originating  it.  It  had  been  a  matter  of  some 
thought  with  him  whether  the  Bill  was  altogether 
advisable  or  not,  for  this  reason :  It  seemed 
doubtful  whether  it  would  insure  a  Convocation 
of  men  who  oould  work,  considering  the  expense 
that  would  be  incurred  in  establishing  the  Convo- 
cation,  and  the  difficulty  of  bringing  it  to  bear 
upon  elections.  It  seemed  to  him,  after  thinking 
the  matter  over,  that  the  function  which  was 
going  to  be  given  to  the  Convocation  by  the  Bill 
was  simply  that  of  election,  and  that  would  be 
popularizing  the  constitution  of  the  University. 
It  would  make  the  Gonvooation  of  the  University 
elective  by  those  who  possessed  a  qualification,  in 
respect  of  education,  throughout  the  country, 
instead  of  leaving  the  nomination  of  those  gentle- 
men in  the  hands  of  a  political  body ;  and  he 
thought  very  great  advantages  were  likely  to 
accrue  from  that.  A  University  did  not  consist 
of  halls  and  chapels  and  lecture-rooms,  but  it 
consisted  in  the  aggregation  of  learning.  He 
was  surprised  to  hear  the  honorable  member  for 
Clutha  speak  as  though  evil  would  accrue  if 
there  wei-e  more  representative  men  of  learning 
in  the  Province  of  Canterbury  than  in  Otago, 
who  would  be  likely  to  get  greater  influence. 
MThat  was  wanted  to  be  done  was  to  bring  the 
largest  amount  of  learning  to  bear  upon  the  Unir 
versity,  and  to  make  it  a  representative  body  of 
learning  and  nothing  else.  Ho  had  heard  jea- 
lousy expressed  of  Professors  and  men  engaged  in 
education  having  a  voice  in  the  working  of  this 
educational  institution.  He  oould  not  conceive 
any  educated  man  grudging  to  men  of  education 
a  position  which  tlieir  learning  quali6ed  them  to 
undertake  in  a  learned  institution.  For  his  own 
part  he  desired  particularly  to  sec  tliose  men 
whom — all  honor  to  her — Otago  had  imported, 
poesess  an  influence  in  the  University  which  they 
could  not  now  under  its  present  constitution  exer- 
cise.. He  wished  to  see  men,  wherever  they  were, 
rich  or  poor,  throughout  the  country,  whatever 
the  position  they  might  be  in,  provided  they  had 
the  qualification  of  learning,  influence  the  Uni- 
versity in  establishing  the  highest  standard  of 
learning  that  could  possibly  be  attained.  He 
believed  the  Bill  was  a  step,  although  an  imper- 
fect one,  in  the  direction  of  making  the  people  of 


\  New  Zealand  feel  they  had  got  the  question  of 
higher  education  in  their  own  hands,  and  that  it 
was  not  to  be  exercised  second-hand  by  any  poli- 
tical body.     It  was  the  first  step  to  nuiking  the 
New  Zeidand  University  the  crowning  point  of 
our  educational  system — a  system  which  should 
!  begin  in  the  primary  schools,  and  go  step  by  step 
,  to  what  ought  to  be  the  highest  council  of  educa- 
tion— the  University  of  New  Zealand. 
I      Question  put, "  ThaX  the  word  '  week '  proposed 
!  to  be  omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  question  ;" 
,  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes  28 

Noes  14 


Majority  for 


14 


AtB8. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowe'n, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Sir  a.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthousc, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Q-.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  aibbs, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manners, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  0*Rorke, 


Nobs. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Mr. 

Mr. 


Ormond, 

Pjke. 

Kees, 

Richardson, 

Bowe, 

Stafibrd, 

Stevens, 

Takamoana, 

Tole, 

Wakefield, 

Whitaker. 

Tellers. 
Andrew, 
Bolleston. 


Beid, 
Reynolds, 
Seaton, 
W.Wood. 

Tellers, 
Stout, 
Thomson. 


Paibs. 
Far.  Against. 

Sir  B.  Douglas,  I  Mr.  Burns, 

Mr.  Sharp.  |  Mr.  Bryce. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed  on 
Thursday  next. 

RABBIT  NUISANCE  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  6. — Trustees  to  be  elected  annually. 
Mr.  WOOD  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  following  words  be  added   to  the  clause  : 
"Notice  of   such    meeting  shall   be  advertised 
three  times   in  a  newspaper  circulating  in  the 
district." 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  words  proposed  to  bo 
added  be  there  added;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         9 

Noes         19 


Majority  against ... 


10 
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57 


Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Kr.  Be  Lautour, 
Jfr.  Hifllop, 
Mr.  LunitdeD, 
Cq)temMoRUy 


Atu. 

'  Mr.  ThomBOiii 
I  Mr.  Tribe. 
I  TeUen. 

Mr.  Joyce, 
i  Mr.  W.  Wood. 


Nobs. 

Mr.Bejnoldf, 
Mr.  BoIIestoD, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  BtcTen*, 
Mr.  Teschemaker^ 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson. 

Pais. 

Mr.  Baigent.  |  Mr.  Lamacb. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

The  Bill  was  reported  to  the  House  witb 
amendmenta,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
ncad  a  third  time. 

The  Hoofe  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
two  o'clod  a.iD. 


Mr.  Bowen, 

Sir  B.  Doaglas, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Hurvthoiue, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr  Manders, 

Mr  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Mmray-Aynsley, 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday^  Slh  October,  1876. 


Fir*t  Be«liBe»— Third  Be^linn— Abolition  Aet—Dunedin 
Wlurres  sod  Quftjt  BilI--£dac8tioii  Boards  Bill— 
Fort  Moljaeoz  BeMrrw  Leanng  BilL 

The  Actikg-Sfeaksb  (the  Hon.  Major  Bich- 
niond,  C.B.)    took   the   chair    at  half-past  two 

Fkatibs. 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
The  Oamam  Tramways  Bill,  the  Ohinemuri 
Agncultnral  Leases' Bill,  the  State  Forests  Bill. 

THIBD  BEABINGS. 
The  Boman  Catholic  Lands  Bill,  the  Blueskin 
Beereation  Beeerre  BUI,  the  Moa  Flat  School 
BeserreBilL 

ABOLITION  ACT. 
The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  within  the 
bit  few  days  Ministers,  in  a  letter  to  the  Gover- 
nor, made  reference  to  an  opinion  of  the  lawyers 
of  the  Crown  in  England.  He  very  much  de- 
lired  to  see  that  opinion  laid  on  the  table,  be- 
cause it  would  allay  the  excitement  and  dissatis- 
&ction  that  at  present,  he  believed,  prevailed 
smongst  a  large  majority  of  the  people  in  Otago, 
who  were  under  the  impression  that  they  were 
about  to  be  illegally  deprived  of  their  Land 
Fond,  and  to  have  distasteful  institutions  ille- 
gally imposed  on  them,  in  lieu  of  those  consti- 
tutional ones  under  which  up  to  the  present  they 
had  flounthed  and  been  happy.  On  Ist  Sep- 
tember, 1874,  the  Attorney-General,  in  reply  to 
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a  communication  from  Ministers,  sent  in  a  memo- 
randum which  was  considered  to  be  of  so  im- 
portant a  nature  that,  when  Parliament  met,  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  directed  that  a  copy  of 
it  should  be  laid  on  the  table  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  He  would  read  the  last  paragraph 
of  that  memorandum,  because  it  bore  upon  bis 
motion : — 

"  Questions  have  been  raised  as  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Act  above  referred  to ;  and,  though  I 
see  no  room  for  doubt  or  question,  I  think  tliat 
it  would  be  weU  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
should  be  asked  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Law 
Officers  in  England,  and,  if  any  doubt  whatever 
is  entertained  by  them,  that  a  Bill  should  at  once 
be  passed  for  removing  the  doubt." 

Now,  when  the  Attorney-General  said,  "I  think 
this  or  that  should  be  done/'  that  was  equivalent 
to  advice,  and  he  (Captain  Eraser)  must  suppose 
that  the  Gt>vemment  acted  upon  that  advice,  and 
got  the  opinion.  Now  he  would  go  farther  and 
eay  that  he  took  it  for  granted,  if  the  representa- 
tive of  Her  Majesty  in  this  colony  should  con- 
sider the  case  so  grave,  that  he  would  deem 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  see  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  communicated  with  on  the  subject. 
If  the  Government  had  not  done  this,  they 
had,  he  thought,  done  either  a  foolish  or  a  very 
wicked  thing,  and  must  be  responsible  for  the 
present  dissatisfaction  which  prevailed  in  two  of 
the  most  important  provinces  of  the  colony.  He 
had  read  and  re-read  and  studied  the  Imperial 
Act  of  1668 ;  and  reading  the  clauses  by  the  light 
of  the  preamble,  he  could  see  no  authority,  either 
according  to  the  spirit  or  the  letter,  for  eradicat- 
ing Provincialism.  He  did  not  believe  it  was 
ever  the  intention  of  that  Act  to  give  a  power 
to  eradicate  Provincialism.  The  only  power  it 
gave  was  to  do  away  with  and  to  reconstruct  the 
provinces.  Then  the  question  naturally  arose, 
were  they  introducing  a  reform  or  were  they 
brining  about  a  revolution  ?  He  v^as  not  going 
to  discuss  the  question  whether  the  people  of 
Otago  were  justified  in  resisting  what  they  con- 
sidered to  be  a  revolution,  because,  although  the 
forefathers  of  all  those  settlers  went  cheerfully 
and  manfully  to  the  death  for  what  they  con- 
sidered to  be  a  broken  Covenant,  he  did  not 
believe  that  one  of  their  descendants  would  risk 
his  head  to-morrow  for  a  broken  Constitution. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
there  be  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  any  opinions 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  England 
which  may  have  been  applied  for  and  received  by 
the  Government  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of 
the  late  Attorney-General,  dated  Ist  December, 
1874,  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by 
command  of  His  Excellency." — (Ron,  Captain 
IV-aser.) 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that  perhaps 
his  honorable  friend  would  be  content  to  with- 
draw his  motion  when  he  told  him  that  no  such 
opinions  had  been  obtained,  and  that  no  applica- 
tion had  been  made  for  such  opinions  as  those 
which  he  had  mentioned.  It  was  very  much  to 
be  regretted  that  misimpressious  as  to  the  power 
of  the  General  Assembly  should  prevail,  as  he 
was  aware  they  did  to  a  very  considerable  extent 
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in  raoh  important  proyinoes  as  Otago  and  Auck- 
land ;  but  the  responsibility  for  tjiose  misimpres- 
iions  must  rest  on  those  gentlemen  who,  knowing 
better,  for  their  own  poiposes  sought  to  perpe- 
tuate this  misimpression.  There  had  not  been, 
and  there  could  not  be,  anj  doubt  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Assemblj  to  abolish  the  provinces 
in  New  Zealand.  If  there  were  any  doubt  about 
it  whaterer,  it  ought  to  be  remored  by  the  fact 
that  the  Abolition  Act  passed  last  session  was  left 
to  its  operation  by  Her  Majesty's  Advisers  on  the 
other  side  of  the  world.  Of  course,  if  there  were 
any  suoh  document  as  his  honorable  friend  wished 
to  have,  it  would  Jbe  laid  on  the  table  without 
hesitation ;  but  no  documents  such  as  he  referred 
to  being  in  the  possession  of  the  Gh>Temment,  his 
resolution  woula  be  simply  useless. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  what  fell  from  the  Hon. 
Oaptain  Fraser  in  reference  to  the  state  of  feeling 
in  Otago  upon  this  subject.  No  one  could  deny, 
seeing  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  great  majo- 
rity of  the  Otago  members,  that  they  had  been 
returned  by  those  who  beliered  in  Proyincialism, 
and  who  supported  it ;  but  though  the  majority 
returned  members  holding  those  riews,  yet  he 
knew  yeiy  well — and  he  did  not  think  his  honor- 
able friend  knew  so  well  as  he  did,  seeing  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  only  but  recently 
amired  from  Home — that  the  minority  was  a 
Tory  strong  one  in  Otaco,  and  held  exactly  oppo- 
site yiews;  and  from  aU  he  had  learned  when  he 
was  in  Otago  and  since  he  came  here,  he  thought 
the  minonty  would  yeiy  shortly  become  the 
majority,  except  perhaps  in  a  few  of  the  centres. 
He  haa  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  although 
yeiy  considerable  manifestations  had  been  made 
in  some  localities,  those  manifestations  had  been 
caused  by  certain  parties  who  desired  to  have 
their  own  conduct  indorsed,  as  far  as  possible,  by 
what  appeared  to  be  an  expression  of  public 
opinion.  He  knew  that  in  the  country  districts 
the  feeling  for  abolition  preyailed  oyer  the  feeling 
against  it.  He  had  no  doubt  that  in  Otago  the 
settlers  would,  for  the  most  part — except  in  some 
centres — hail  the  measures  in  progress  in  the 
Assembly  as  substitutes  for  prOTincial  institu- 
tions. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON  said  it  ap- 
peared from  what  the  Oolonial  Secretaiy  told 
them,  that  the  Goyemment  had  been  guilty  of  a 
yenr  grave  omission,  and  he  thought  had  acted 
untairly  to  those  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  the 
proyinoes.  Although  he  recognized  fully  the 
power  of  Parliament,  yet  upon  so  grave  a  ques- 
tion as  such  an  alteration  in  their  Constitution, 
and  with  doubts  expressed  by  the  Attomey- 
Gteneral  as  to  whether  the  act  of  abolition  was 
an  exercise  of  legitimate  authority,  the  opinion 
of  the  Grown  lawyers  should  have  been  obtained. 
What  was  the  effect  of  the  absence  of  such  opin- 
ion, and  of  the  consideration  that  if  the  question 
had  been  so  submitted  the  reply  might  have  been 
in  the  negative  ?  The  Queen  had  not  assented  to 
the  Abolition  Act,  but  merely  left  it  to  its  opera- 
tion. As  he  understood,  the  Queen  might,  dur- 
ing the  period  of  two  years,  refuse  her  assent-, 
notwithstanding  the  Act  had  been  in  operation. 


It  was  a  rare  occurrence  for  an  Act  to  be  left  to 
its  operation ;  and  to  his  mind  it  occurred  only 
when  its  provisione  were  irreconcilable  with  the 
sense  of  right  of  her  legal  advisers.  The  one  Act 
that  presented  itself  to  his  mind  in  which  such  s 
course  had  been  followed  by  Her  Majesty,  was  the 
Bill— he  might  say  the  unjust  Bill— passed  to 
materially  lessen  the  value  of  the  New  Zealand 
Company's  scrip.  He  had  heard  from  a  gentle- 
man well  known  in  this  part  of  New  Zealand, 
Mr.  ToUemache,  that  he,  recognizing  the  injustice 
of  that  Act,  obtained  an  opportunity  for  dUscuea- 
ing  its  enactment  with  the  Colonial  Office,  and 
that  its  injustice  and  pro  tanto  repudiation  of  a 
liability  of  the  colony  were  admitted.  That  Act 
did  not  receive  the  assent  of  Her  Majesty,  but 
was  allowed  to  pass  into  operation,  the  Crown 
lawyers  no  doubt  thinking  that  we  had  ideas  of 
honesty  in  this  part  of  the  world  which  did  not 
obtain  elsewhere. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  wished  to  draw 
attention  to  one  point.  The  Queen  had  been 
only  pleased  to  leave  this  Act  to  its  operation, 
and  it  was  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  that 
she  had  power  to  disallow  it  at  any  time  within 
two  years.  But  he  would  point  out  that  the 
very  nature  of  the  Act  was  such  that,  before 
the  expiration  of  that  period,  it  would  come  into 
operation.  Therefore,  if  Her  Mi^esty  proposed 
to  exercise  her  pow^r  of  disallowance,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  exercise  it  at  once.  Conse- 
quently, he  attached  no  importance  whatever  to 
the  fact  of  the  Act  being  left  to  its  operation,  in- 
stead of  baring  received  the  Boyal  assent 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASER  would  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  the  motion,  as  the  Colonial  Secretary 
said  there  were  no  assets. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

DUNEDIN  WHABVES  AND  QUAYS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  the  ACTINa-SPSAKEB  said  he 
had  received  the  following  telegram  with  refer- 
ence to  this  Bill : — 

"  Dunedin,  6th  Octpber,  1876. 
"  To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  New  Zealand. 

<<  The  Mayor  and  City  Council  venture  humbly 
to  protest  to  your  honorable  House  against  the 
action  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  in  passing 
the  Dunedin  Wharves  and  Quays  Beserves  Bill, 
by  which  it  is  sought  to  deprive  tliis  city  of  its 
annual  rentals  from  the  Dunedin  Wharves  and 
Quays  Beserves,  and  to  transfer  said  reserve  and 
rentals  to  the  Otago  Harbour  Board. 

"  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  petition  to  year 
honorable  House  which  has  been  this  day 
adopted  by  the  Dunedin  City  Council,  and  which 
leaves  Dunedin  per  first  post — namely,  on  Satur- 
day morning  next.  Piay  submit  this  telegram  to 
the  Uppw  House  as  soon  as  possible : — 

"  *  That  your  petitioners  beg  to  remind  your 
honorable  House  that  during  the  present  session 
your  petitioners  memorialized  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  praying  £hat  the  City  Corporation  of 
Dunedin  might  not  be  deprived  by  legislation 
of  its  Control  over  the  Wharves  and  Quays  Be- 
serves, Dunedin,  and  the  annual  rentals  in  respect 
thereof,  the  rentals  from  the   reserve  having 
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been  mamcipal  reTenae  or  income  now  for  a 
]>eriod  of  some  nine  jears.  That  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  of  tne  House  of  BepresentatiTos, 
aOer  considering  the  said  memorial,  reported 
that  it  had  no  recommendation  to  make  thereon  ; 
and  that  the  Pablio  Petitions  Committee  of  your 
honorable  House  baa  reported,  in  the  matter  of 
the  same  memorial,  that,  after  full  inquiry,  it 
saw  no  reason  to  interfere  with  the  existing  occu- 

Kktion  of  this  reserre  by  the  City  Corporation  of 
unadin. 

"  *  That^  notwithstanding  these  facts,  the  House 
of  BepresentatiTefl  has,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Otago  Harbour  Board,  passed  during  the  present 
session  a  Bill  to  place  this  reserre  in  the  hands  of 
the  said  Otaco  Harbour  Board,  and  to  make  for 
the  future  the  annual  rentals  from  the  reserve 
Otago  Harbour  Board  ordinary  rerenue.  That 
your  petitioners  view  this  action  of  the  House  of 
BepresentatiTee  with  extreme  r^ret  and  disap- 
pointment, and  venture  )x>  approach  your  honor- 
able House  with  an  earnest  protest  in  the  case. 

" '  Wherefore  your  petitioners  humbly  hope  that 

Smr  honorable  House  may  see  fit  to  reject  the 
ill  passed  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatires  en- 
titled, "  The  Dunedin  Wharves  and  Quays  Be- 
aerves  Bill,  1876."  And  your  petitioners  as  in 
duty  bound  will  ever  pray.' 

*<Chab.  Bbbysb, 

"Mayor  of  Dunedin." 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTEL!^  in  moving  the 
•eoond  reading  of  the  Bill,  said  that  never  be- 
fore in  his  experience,  or  he  believed  in  that  of 
any  other  member,  or  in  any  other  Legislature, 
was  a  member  met,  when  about  to  move  the 
fecond  reading  of  a  Bill,  with  the  publication  of 
a  manifesto  such  as  that  just  read.  He  thought 
the  precedent  one  of  a  very  inconvenient  kind. 
Tho  Legishitive  Counoil  was  also  referred  to 
under  a  title  which  he  was  not  aware  it  had  ever 
assumed — ^namely,  the  Upper  House.  He  was 
afraid  he  could  scarcely  do  justice  to  this  matter 
— although  a  simple  one — owing  to  the  manner 
in  which  his  nerves  had  been  disturbed  by  the 
introduction  of  a  thingso  elaborate  as  the  tele- 
(pnam  just  received.  The  Bill  which  had  been 
utrusted  to  him  was  one  which  proposed  to  do 
an  act  of  simple  justice  in  the  allocation  of  cer- 
tain reserves  in  the  city  of  Dunedin.  The  history 
of  those  reserves,  although  extending  over  a  long 
time,  might  be  given  in  a  few  words.  When  the 
city  of  Dunedin  was  originally  laid  out,  the  water 
front^e  was  cut  up  into  sections  like  everv  other 
part  of  the  town,  except  where  streets  led  through 
them.  This  excited  the  displeasure  of  the  New 
Zealand  Company,  and  in  that  they  were  con- 
firmed by  Captain  Cargill,  the  Agent  of  the  New 
Edinburgh  Association ;  and  in  accordance  with 
instructions  the  whole  of  the  sections  on  the 
water  frontage  were  obliterated,  and  the  land  set 
•part  £>r  reserves  for  wharves  and  quays.  To 
ihiM  disposition  of  the  reserve  the  original  pro- 
posers adhered  with  a  tenacity  of  which  they  had 
many  instances  from  that  quarter ;  and  he  hoped 
they  would  have  many  more  such  instances,  be- 
cause the  tenacity  of  (he  Otago  people,  when  it 
took  a  proper  direction,  was  a  very  good  thing 
iadeedL    To  giro  on  instanoe  of  that  tenaoity,  he 


would  recall  to  honorable  members'  minds  the 
period  when  the  New  Zealand  Company  ceased 
its  operations,  and  those  reserves  in  Dunedin 
vested  in  the  Governor  of  the  colony.  The  Go- 
vernor, seeing  a  beautiful  Octagon  laid  out  in  the 
centre  of  the  city,  supposed  that  it  would  be  a 
good  place  for  the  erection  of  a  church.  He 
therefore  promised  to  give  the  land  in  the  Oeta- 
gon  to  the  Church  of  England — the  Episco* 
palians,  as  they  were  called  in  that  part  of  the 
world — as  a  site  for  a  church.  There  was  a  tre« 
mendous  stir  immediately  upon  the  subject.  The 
Episcopalians  put  up  a  fence  round  the  reserve, 
and  talxed  of  prooeedina  to  build  there.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Provincial  Council  were  urged  by  one 
of  their  body,  and,  he  thought,  not  without  suc- 
cess, to  threaten,  in  case  of  the  building  being 
commenced,  to  go  there  in  a  body  and  puU  it 
down.  On  the  other  hand,  an  old  friend  of 
his  (Mr.  Mantell's),  who  went  by  the  name  of 
"  Sandy,"  although  he  believed  his  real  name 
was  something  veir  different,  threatened  to 
station  himself  on  the  spot  and  shoot  the  mem- 
bers as  they  oamer  there.  That  would  serve 
to  show  the  great  tenacity  of  the  people  for 
the  proper  allocation  of  these  reserves.  The 
reserve  m  (question,  according  to  them,  having 
been  made  in  imitation  of  an  open  space  caUeS 
Moray  Place  in  Edinburgh,  there  had  been  a 
distinct  understanding  that  no  permanent  build- 
ing whatever  should  be  erected  upon  it.  The 
wharves  and  quays  reserves  had  remained  up  to 
the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of  some  por- 
tions that  were  appropriated,  including  one  por- 
tion which  was  taken  for  a  manse;  another 
block  which  had  been  invested  in  various  ways, 
the  authorities  for  the  time  having  had  to  bow  to 
influential  citizens— he  thought  Mr.  John  Jones 
had  a  share  in  acquiring  freehold  in  that  block, 
and  Mr.  John  Jones  was  a  very  influential 
citizen ; — another  part  which  the  GK>vemment  had 
taken  for  a  Native  reserve,  but  which  was  com- 
pelled to  be  surrendered  on  the  plea  tiiat  these 
reserves  were  for  wharves  and  quays,  and  could 
not  be  devoted  to  any  other  purpose  i  and  that 
part  which  had  since  been  granted  to  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Dunedin.  What  remained  was  a  certain 
strip  of  land  ordinarily  known  as  Pelichet  Bay, 
amounting  altogether  to  about  eighteen  acres. 
All  this  land  had  been  granted  to  the  Super- 
intendent by  the  Governor  in  trust  for  vanous 
Surposes.  Honorable  members  had  seen  so  much 
terature  upon  the  subject  that  he  need  not  tell 
them  that  it  was  under  an  Ordinance  of  1867 
that  these  were  specially  diverted,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds ordered  to  be  appropriated  to  wharves  and 
quays.  Bv  a  subsequent  Act  the  appropriation 
for  the  objects  of  the  Corporation  had  been 
sanctioned.  At  the  time  the  Superintendent 
placed  these  wharves  and  quays  reserves  under 
the  management  of  the  Municipal  Corporation, 
there  was  no  Harbour  Board  in  existence.  Had 
there  been  one,  he  was  sure  it  would  have  been 
unnecessary  for  him  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Council  bv  introducing  this  Bill ;  because  it  was 
so  natural  that  these  reserves  should  form  part  of 
the  endowment  of  the  Harbour  Board  tnat  the 
Bap«nntendent  could  not  haye  hesitated  tot  a 
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moment  to  convey  them  to  the  Board.  How- 
eTer,  until  the  creation  of  the  Board  the  Super- 
intendent placed  the  reserres  in  the  hands  of  the 
Corporation.  The  Harbour  Board  had  been 
created,  and  desired  to  have  iti  original  endow- 
ments made  over  to  it ;  and  the  object  of  the  Bill 
uras  to  endow  that  body  with  these  reserves. 
Tlie  Corporation,  on  its  side,  was  of  course  nata- 
rally  desirous  to  retain  tliem:  haying  got  pos- 
session of  them,  they  natunilly  declined  to  part 
T*^ith  them.  He  would  remind  the  Council  that 
the  Corporation  was  an  elcctiro  body,  and  had  the 
unpleasant  duty  of  imposing  rates  upon  its  fellow- 
oitizens.  The  greater  the  endowments  the  Cor- 
poration could  get,  the  less,  it  seemed  to  the 
oitizens,  would  be  the  rates  they  would  hare  to 
pay.  He  said  "  seemed,"  because  he  had  never 
found  that  the  rates  diminished  after  the  acqui- 
sition of  property  by  a  Corporation.  A  Corpora- 
tion, when  it  got  additional  endowments,  did  not 
regard  it  as  a  means  of  reducing  the  rates  so 
much  as  a  means  of  increasing  its  borrowing 
power.  The  Corporation,  therefore,  as  already 
amiounced  to  the  Council  in  the  printed  docu- 
ment with  which  he  believed  every  honorable 
member  had  been  favoured,  were  evidently  ready 
to  do  fierce  battle  for  the  reserves,  and  had  com- 
menced that  fierce  battle  with  the  opening  shot  by 
which  his  nerves  were  startled,  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
He  hoped  that  by  its  decision  with  regard  to  this 
Bill  the  Council  would  put  an  end  to  this  fierce 
battle,  by  restoring  to  the  Harbour  Board  that  to 
which  it  was  justly  entitled.  The  Corporation 
had  already  acquired  very  valuable  reserves  on 
terms  never  contemplated  on  the  constitution  of 
the  New  Edinburgh  Settlement.  It  was  never 
intended  that  the  large  town  reserves  which  the 
Corporation  had  enjoyed  so  long  should  pass 
gratuitously  into  its  hands.  It  had  large  endow- 
ments ;  and  the  Harbour  Board,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  nominally  large  endowments,  but  un- 
fortunately they  were  under  water.  It  might  be 
argued  that,  as  reclamation   was  going  £o  take 

Elace  in  front  of  this  strip  of  land,  therefore  the 
ind  ceased  to  be  applicable  to  wharves  and  quays. 
He  did  not  think  tnere  was  anything  whatever  in 
that  argument.  It  was  necessary  to  have  a  start- 
ing-point on  the  mainland  before  they  could 
make  a  wharf  or  quay,  whether  they  made  it  of 
timber,  brick,  or  stone,  or,  as  was  intended  in  the 
present  instance,  of  earth.  However,  the  facts 
remained,  that  the  Board,  though  nominally 
having  large  endowments,  had  reelly  no  landed 
endowment  whatever ;  that  those  reserves  were 
originally  intended  for  the  purpose  of  wharves 
and  quays  ;  that  they  had  simply  been  placed  in 
trust  with  the  Corporation ;  and  that  now,  the 
proper  body  for  their  administration  having  been 
called  into  existence,  it  seemed  fit  that  these 
reserves  should  be  transferred  to  that  body.  The 
Bill  itself  was  a  very  simple  one.  Clause  2  merely 
directed  that  the  land  should  be  invested  in  the 
Otago  Harbour  Board.  Clause  3  gave  the  power 
of  leasing ;  and  clause  4  simply  described  au 
inexpensive  method  of  carrying  on  transfers,  &c. 
He  was  aware  it  might  be  said  that  the  public 
creditor  might  have  a  certain  claim  upon  these 


reserves  in  respect  of  loans  which  had  been  raised 
upon  them — that  they  were  handed  in  to  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  in  the  schedule  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Dunedin  City  Council  when  thej 
employed  that  Bank  to  raise  loans  for  them. 
That,  it  appeared,  was  the  case.  Howerer, 
merely  including  these  in  their  schedule  had  no 
more  effect  than  the  fact  that  when  the  Harbour 
Board  on  its  side  was  raising  a  loan  they  were 
also  included  in  tlie  schedule  of  that  body. 

The  Hon.  Captoin  FRASER.--Were  they? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  held  in 
his  hand  an  advertisement  cut  from  the  London 
Times  of  the  8th  March,  1876.  The  reserves 
were  not  specified  in  the  advertisement,  but  ho 
was  informed  that  they  were  included  in  the 
schedule. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  thought  it  was  a 
pity  that  fact  was  not  shown  before. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  the  honor- 
able gentleman  could  find  information  on  that 
point  in  certain  evidence  given  before  the  Com- 
mittee. With  the  permission  of  the  Council,  he 
would  read  some  of  that  evidence.  He  would, 
however,  remark,  in  reference  to  this  point,  that 
any  one  might  have  high  legal  authority  for 
saying  that  the  lender  to  either  body  could  have 
no  security  whatever  over  the  reserves.  In  the 
Committee,  the  following  question  was  put : — 

"Are  you  aware  that  the  reserves  are  now 
held  by  certain  creditors  for  a  loan  P — I  have  been 
told  so,  but  I  do  not  think  that  is  correct,  for  this 
reason  :  that  the  city  has  no  power  to  borrow  a 
shilling  on  its  reserves.  .  .  .  Further  than 
that,  they  could  not  bind  any  one  by  saying  that 
the  reserves  were  to  be  security.  It  is  incorrect 
to  say  that." 

Then,  again, — 

"  Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand  that 
the  Municipality  could  not  advance  these  rents  as 
security  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing  ? — No ;  ex- 
cept in  an  indirect  way. 

"  As  a  collateral  g^iarantee  that  they  were  able 
to  pay  interest  ? — ^Yes. 

"  Mr.  Murray.']  Do  you  think  a  trustee  would 
be  justified  in  putting  m  some  property  he  holds 
in  trust  for  other  purposes  as  security  for  the 
raising  of  money  to  be  applied  to  his  own  pur- 
poses r — They  could  not  have  put  this  reserve  in 
as  security  at  all." 

And  further  on, — 

"  Mr.  Murray.]  If  this  trustee  should  take  that 
course  [having  a  Receiver  appointed,  and  so  on], 
do  you  consider  that  would  be  a  good  claim  why 
'the  trust  property  should  be  conveyed  to  him  ? — 
I  do  not  think  the  thing  ever  arose,  except  in  the 
way  I  tell  you.  The  money  was  lent  on  the 
mortgage  of  the  rates.  They  may  have  submitted 
a  schedule  of  the  rents,  and  said,  '  We  will  be 
quite  able  to  pay  your  interest  and  sinking  fund  ;* 
but  further  than  that  I  do  not  think  the  lender 
ever  considered  it.  The  Corporation  are  not  in 
the  position  of  absolute  trustees." 

Probably  the  honorable  gentleman  might  as- 
sume that  this  was  the  evidence  of  a  partisan.  It 
was  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Stout.  He  was  anxious 
to  see  the  form  which  the  fierce  battle  over  the 
reserves  would  take  in  the  Oouncili  and  therefor 
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be  woold  confine  himself  to  those  reinarks,  and 
a»k  the  Council  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a 
seoond  time. 

•The  Hon.  Captain  FBASSR  knew  that  his 
hcDorable  friend  Mr.  Mantell  had  no  pleasant 
irmiaiacences  of  his  early  sojourn  in  Otago.  But 
that  was  entirely  his  own  fault.  He,  a  Saxon, 
and  belonging  to  a  foreign  Church,  to  Tenture 
down  to  a  Free  Ilirk  settlement !  The  fact  that 
he  wafS  present  before  the  Council  was  a  very  high 
ooo^liment  to  Otago.  He  (Captain  Eraser)  had 
been  engaged  on  the  Petitions  Committee  about 
this  wretched  affair  for  the  last  month,  and  he 
was  perfectly  sick  of  it.  He  knew  this  with  re- 
gard to  the  original  reserres  for  wharves  and 
quays :  that  he  was  told  Mr.  Domett  insisted 
that  all  reserres  should  be  christened,  and  they 
were  called  by  any  name  that  was  chosen  for 
them.  But  it  had  been  the  habit  of  the  people 
of  Otago  to  diyert  reserres  from  time  to  time  to 
other  purposes  than  those  for  which  they  were 
originaQy  intended.  It  was  only  within  the  last 
month  that  the  Harbour  Board  had  given  its 
eooaent  that  a  portion  of  this  reserre  should  be 
^iptied  in  a  different  direction ;  and  last  year  a 
reereation  reserre  in  Oamaru  was  diverted  by  the 
General  Government  and  given  to  the  Harbour 
Board  of  Oamaru,  so  that  it  was  no  plea  at  all  to 
My  that  this  reserve  was  part  of  the  wharves  and 
quays  of  Dunedin,  because  in  that  town  nearly 
half  the  reserves  had  been  diverted  to  other  pur- 
pones.  The  Committee  examined  a  banker  in 
Wellington  who  told  them  the  reserve  in  ques- 
tion was  included  in  the  schedule  of  collateral 
aateta  giren  by  the  Corporation  of  Dunedin  to  the 
Bank,  and  that  if  the  reserve  were  taken  away 
from,  the  Corporation  a  breach  of  faith  to  the 
bondholders  would  be  committed,  and  it  would 
be  rexy  difficult  to  obtain  a  loan  in  future.  It 
was,  he  believed,  chiefly  that  evidence  that  influ- 
eooed  the  Committee  in  coming  to  its  decision. 
The  Superintendent  of  the  province  was  also 
examin^ ;  and  although  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
Harbour  Board,  he  said  he  thought  it  would  be 
TCfj  advisable  that  things  should  remain  as  they 
were,  and  that  these  reserves  should  be  left  with 
the  Corporation.  His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Man- 
tell  forgot  to  mention  one  thing  which  he  (Cap- 
tain Frmaer)  would  state — namely,  that  he  was 
advocating  this  measure  against  his  own  inter- 
ests, because  he  held  a  very  valuable  property  in 
Dunedin,  and  if  the  reserve  were  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Corporation  it  would  make  a  differ- 
enee  to  him  of  about  threepence  in  the  pound 
in  rates.  He  (Captain  Fraser)  was  entirely  in- 
fluenced by  the  fact  that  this  reserve  had  been 
shown  aa  a  collateral  asset  by  those  who  borrowed 
£100,000  the  other  day,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
bleach  of  £uth  to  the  bondholders  if  it  were  now 
direited.  The  Harbour  Board  only  knew  of  this 
reserve  veir  lately,  and  he  would  be  very  much 
surprised  if  it  could  be  shown  that  they  had  in- 
dnded  it  as  collateral  security  in  the  scnedule  of 
properties  upon  which  they  had  borrowed  money. 
The  only  pW  they  had  was  that  upon  the  reserve 
was  written  "  Wharves  and  Quays."  Supposing 
that  at  San  Franciaoo  there  was  a  reserve  made 
for  vfaarroB  and  quays,  what  would  beoome  of 


that  reserve  when  the  water  had  receded  three 
miles  from  it  ?  It  is  the  same  in  Dunedin.  This 
reserve  now  was  far  inland,  and  the  mere  fact  of 
its  having  been  christened  "  Wharves  and  Quays  " 
did  not  give  it  permanently  the  character  of  a 
harbour  reserve.  The  gentleman  who  was  most 
opposed  in  the  other  House  to  this  Bill  as  origi- 
nally introduced,  snatched  it  up  and  had  it 
entirely  changed  from  beginning  to  end.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  had  intended  to  move  that 
the  Bill  should  be  thrown  out  in  consequence  of 
the  irregular  manner  in  which  it  was  introduced, 
being  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
precedent  to  pass  a  Bill  introduced  as  this  had 
been. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  PATERSON  hoped  the  Coun- 
cil would  not  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  As  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  had  said,  it  ' 
was  not  at  all  the  same  measure  that  was  first 
introduced  into  the  Legislature.  An  opponent 
had  adroitly  taken  advantage  of  the  temporaiy 
absence  of  its  original  promoter,  and  had  changed 
entirely  its  whole  nature  and  provisions,  so  that 
now  it  was  quite  the  reverse  of  what  it  was  at 
first.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  name 
attached  to  this  reserve  bad  misled  many  in  re« 
gard  to  the  nature  of  the  questions  now  raised  in 
regard  to  it.  At  the  time  that  reserve  was  made, 
it  was  the  waterside  boundary  of  the  town ;  but 
at  the  present  time  it  was  nearly  in  the  centre  of 
the  town,  and  was  no  more  fit  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  originally  intended  than  any  other 
part  of  the  town.  It  had  therefore  been  regarded 
as  a  reserve  to  be  appropriated  to  the  general 
purposes  of  the  Municipality  of  Dunedin  ever 
since  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  that  body.  In 
order  to  compensate  for  the  diversion  of  this  land 
from  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally  in- 
tended, the  Harbour  Board,  when  it  was  consti- 
tuted, got  large  endowments  on  the  waterside, 
which  could  be  made  available  for  the  purposes 
to  which  this  reserve  was  originally  intended  to 
be  applied,  but  for  which  it  was  no  longer 
suitable.  The  Harbour  Board  had  now  got 
an  immense  endowment  of  land  in  that  parti- 
cular locality,  and  had  already  been  enabled 
to  borrow  a  large  amount  upon  the  security 
of  that  endowment,  which  had  resulted  in  their 
having  at  the  present  time  more  money  than 
they  knew  what  to  do  with.  Therefore  it  was 
not  on  account  of  any  want  of  funds  to  carry  on 
their  operations  that  they  claimed  this  reserve, 
but  simply  because  it  was  at  a  former  time 
set  apart  for  wharves  and  quays.  He  thought 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  to  which  this 
matter  had  been  submitted  ought  to  weigh  very 
much  with  members  of  the  Council.  The  Com- 
mittee had  gone  very  carefully  into  the  question, 
examined  witnesses,  and  taken  all  the  evidence 
that  could  be  obtained  on  the  subject,  and  had 
deliberately  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  no  adequate  reason  for  disturbing  the  present 
arrangement  regarding  the  reserve.  He  Uiought 
the  members  of  the  Committee  might  be  allowed 
to  be  in  a  better  position  to  form  a  deliberate 
opinion  on  the  subject  than  members  of  the 
Council  who  only  considered  it  in  debate;  and 
therefore  he  thought  the  Council  would  do  well 
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to  listen  to  tho  adnce  of  the  Oommittee,  who  had 
refused  their  Banction  to  the  passing  of  this 
Bill.  Am  had  been  stated  by  the  Hon.  Captain 
Eraser,  it  would  materially  interfere  with  the 
rerenue  of  the  oitj  of  Dunedin  to  make  this 
change,  and,  as  had  already  been  pointed  out, 
the  reserre  was  particularly  stated  as  an  asset 
included  in  the  securities  for  money  borrowed  by 
the  Corporation  for  municipal  purposes.  Seeing 
that  tbe  Corporation  had  for  many  years  been 
allowed  to  use  that  money  for  general  municipal 
purposes,  he  thought  it  would  be  very  wrong  now 
to  disturb  the  present  arrangement  except  for 
more  cogent  reasons  than  had  been  assigned.  If 
the  Harbour  Board  were  in  want  of  funds  or 
endowmento,  And  had  no  means  to  carry  out  the 
work  for  which  it  had  been  appointed,  he  would 
say.  Let  it  hare  tbe  reserre;  but  seeing  that 
the  Board  had  been  amply  provided  with  other 
means,  the  Council  should  pause  before  sanction- 
ing the  transfer  of  the  reserre  to  that  body. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  Petitions  Committee,  and  haying 
carefully,  with  other  members  of  the  Committee, 
iuTestiffated  this  matter,  he  could  not  support 
tiiie  BiU,  because  by  doing  so  he  would  be  stulti- 
fying himself,  after  hannff  agreed  to  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  and  wbicn,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  he  would  read : — 

''That  your  Committee,  haying  carefully 
weighed  the  eyidence  thereon,  haye  the  honor 
to  report,  That  they  see  no  reason  to  disturb  the 
present  occupants  of  the  reserye  in  question." 

He  considered  that  this  Bill  was  rather  prema- 
tare.  The  Harbour  Board  should,  in  the  first 
place,  lay  their  claim  before  the  Supreme  Court, 
and,  if  they  were  successful  there,  th^  should 
apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  Act  The  Com- 
mittee had  come  to  the  condosion  that  the 
BLarbour  Board  was  in  no  way  entitled  to  this 
reserye.  It  had  been  proyed  tLat  man^  reseryes 
in  Dunedin  had  been  diyerted  from  their  original 
purpose ;  and  the  claim  of  the  Harbour  Board 
was  made  simply  upon  the  fact  that  this  resenre 
bore  at  one  time  a  particular  name.  Not  only 
could  he  not  support  the  Bill,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  any  of  the  other  members  of  the 
Petitions  Committee  could  be  parties  to  ite  pass- 
ing, or  they  would  stultify  themselyes,  haying 
tibfeadj  ootne  to  an  opposite  conclusion.  He  was 
so  opposed  to  this  measure,  and  considered  it 
■aoh  an  unjust  one,  that  he  would  moye  that  it 
be  read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  JOHNSON  had  no 
wish  to  appear  to  stultify  himself,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  desired  to  yote  in  favour  of  the 
BilL  He  would  explain  the  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  adopt  that  course.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  before  which  the 
petition  was  considered,  and  he  must  say  that 
the  members  of  that  Committee  took  a  great 
deal  of  pains  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  on  the 
subject.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  eyidence 
brought  before  the  Committee — eyidence  of  a 
Tcr^  conflicting  character ;  and  it  was  difficult  to 
amye  at  a  decision  in  regard  to  the  matter.  He 
would  like  to  state  shoi^y  the  reasona  which  led 
bim  to  tho  oonduNOXks  he  had  adopted  on  this 


question.  It  certeinly  appeared  that  this  reserre 
was  made  in  the  first  instance  for  wharyes  and 
quays.  There  were  some  Proyineial  Ordinances, 
and  also,  he  thought,  a  Q-eneral  Assemblj  Act, 
afiecting  it ;  but  it  appeared  that,  in  whateyer 
position  the  reserve  now  stood,  the  proceeds  from 
it  were  still  deyoted  to  the  purposes  for  which 
the  grant  was  originally  giyen — namclj,  for 
wh^yes  and  quays.  (**  ifo.")  If  the  proceeds 
were  made  use  of  for  other  purposes,  tbe  appro- 
priation was  illegal 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PATEBSON  said  that  tbe 
Provincial  Council  of  Otago  had  authorized  the 
Corporation  to  devote  the  proceeds  of  the  reaenre 
to  general  municipal  purposes,  and  that  was 
stated  decidedly  in  an  Act. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  G-.  B.  JOHNSON.— WeU,  be 
might  have  misread  those  Acts ;  but  he  was  quite 
certain  that  the  reserves  were  handed  oyer  to  tbe 
Municipal  Corporation,  and  he  believed  that  in 
the  Ordinance  which  so  handed  them  oyer  there 
was  a  clause  directing  that  the  proceeds  from 
those  lands  should  be  appropriated  to  the  original 
purpose — namely,  the   construction  of    wharves 
and  quays.    In  those  circumstances,  he  contended 
that  the  proceeds  of  those  lands  must  be  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose.    As  things  now  stood, 
the  lands  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Municipal 
Corporation,  and  the  proceeds  of  them  had  to  be 
appropriated  for  purposes  which  were  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Harbour  Board.    That  state 
of  things  no  doubt  would,  if  he  had    formed  a 
correct  opinion,  lead  to  a  collision  between  the 
Harbour  Board  and  the  Municipal  Corporation. 
He  could   not  see   any  reason   why  the  lands 
should  not  be  handed  over  to  the  Harbour  Board ; 
and  if  that  were  done,  the  collision  which  he  fore- 
saw would  be  avoided.    It  was  said  that  these  re- 
venues had  been  made  use  of  as  collateral  security 
for  raising  money.    He  could  not  imagine  that  the 
persons  who  undertook  to  raise  money  were  igno- 
rant of  the  true  position  in  which  the  lands  stood, 
and  they  must  have  satisfied  themselyes  that  Uiey 
were  not  giving  illegal  security  to  those  who  lent 
the  money.    The  money  was  lent  on  the  security 
of  the  rates ;  and  if  they  looked  for  any  further 
security  than  those  rates,  it  was  their  own  affiur, 
and  they  must  take  the  consequences.     It  had 
also  been  objected  that  this  question  came  before 
Parliament  at  too  early  a  date,  and  that  the 
Harbour  Board  should  have  taken  proceedings  in 
a  Court  of  law,  in  order  to  recover  the  limds. 
But  he  did  not  consider  that  the  Harbour  Board 
was  in  a  position  to  take  such  proceedings.    The 
Board  had  never  got  possession  of  the  land — it 
was  in  possession  of  the  Municipal  Corporation. 
Therefore  the  question  could  not  be  tested  in 
that  way.    It  had  been  said  also  that  the  present 
Bill  was  totelly  different  from  the  original  Bill,  ) 

which  was  introduced  in  another  place.  He  had 
not  seen  the  Bill  as  it  was  when  originally  Intro-  1 

duced ;  but  he  thought,  from  what  he  had  heard, 
that  the  object  was  to  confirm  the  Corporation  in  i 

their  ownership  of  the  lands.  That  nust,  in  his 
opinion,  showed  that  there  was  some  uncertainty 
about  the  ownership,  and  that  it  was  doubtful 
whether  the  lands  snould  belong  to  the  Muni-  i 

oipal  Corporation  or  not     He  was  of  opinion  ) 
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Uttt  tlM  Gonneil  thould  decide  the  qaestion  in 
hrov  of  the  Hftrboiir  Board. 

•  The  Hob.  Cbptsin  FBASEB,  speaking  to  the 
twodneot,  would  aay  that  the  Crown  grant  of 
tbe  iiiei  fu  waa  in  the  hands  of  the  Superin* 
tndent  of  Otago,  and  that  Crown  grant  wonld 
tbow  TTiy  ciearlr  that  the  land  was  merely  giTen 
IB  trait  to  the  Corporation.  There  wonld  be  no 
difieolty  whaterer  in  bringing  the  matter  into  a 
CoQit  of  law,  beoanse,  if  the  claim  of  the  Corpora- 
tioB  Wit  a  good  one,  thej  could  apply  for  a  right 
ofpe-«tiy. 

•  Ibe  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said  that,  in  common 
vkh  BSiriT  ereiy  member  of  the  Legislature,  his 
itteotioa  had  been  drawn  to  the  dispute  urbich 
eiiit«d  with  regard  to  theee  particular  reserres. 
He  had  giren  the  matter  some  consideration,  and 
bd  cooae  to  the  condusion  that  it  resolved  itself 
iBto  a  simple  question,  on  which  anj  impartial 
perfOD  eovld  come  to  a  conclusion  without  any 
di&nltj  whatcTer.  It  did  not  appear  to  be 
dfoird  Aal  the  original  object  was  to  set  apart 
thete  lands  as  a  reserro  for  wharres  and  quays. 
Tbe  only  qurstion  was  whether  the  Unds  liad 
ben  tiaaswrred  to  the  Corporation  in  such  a 
Bsnoer  as  to  divert  them  nrom  their  original 
pwpose.  If  iher  looked  at  the  Ordioance  by 
vhtch  these  lands  were  transferred  —  namely, 
"  The  Donedin  Reserves  Management  Ordinance, 
1967  "--they  would  find  it  was  provided,  in  re- 
gud  to  this  particular  block, — 

^  That  they  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
tnuferred  to  and  vested  in  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  Dunedin  ...  in  trust  for  the 
hke  poMic  puiposea  for  which  such  lands  are  now 
bdd,  which  purposes  are  severally  named  and  set 
forth  in  the  said  First  Schedule  hereto  imme- 
diatelj  before  the  lands  to  which  they  respec- 
lirely  apply."  ^ 

That  showed  that  when  the  lands  were  handed 
m  to  the  Corporation  they  were  so  handed  over 
ia  trust,  and  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
origiDally  intended.  It  was  perfectly  true  that 
power  was  given  to  the  Corporation  to  apply  the 
proceeds  of  thoee  lands  to  the  general  purooses  of 
the  Coiporation ;  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  when  the  proceeds  of  thoee  lands  were 
liaaded  over  to  the  Corporation  there  was  no 
Htrboor  Board  in  existence;  and  he  presumed, 
tberdore,  that  any  work  which  required  to 
bs  dose  in  connection  with  the  construction 
of  wharves  and  quays  would  necessarily  have 
^kOen  to  some  extent  on  the  Corporation.  There- 
fore the  only  question  of  difficulty  in  the  matter 
VII,  whether  the  Corporation,  having  been  in- 
tnsted  with  the  proems  of  those  lands,  had  so 
hr  acted  in  a  nroper  manner  with  them.  He 
thought  the  evidence  which  had  been  taken  on 
tint  iiilgeet  was  very  conclusive.  He  supposed 
thst  he  would  not  be  strictly  in  order  in  quoting 
from  eridence  taken  by  a  Committee  of  the  other 
Hooie;  but  the  facts  appeared  very  plainly 
•teted  in  the  minutes  of  that  Committee,  whicn 
bad  been  circulated  amongst  honorable  mem- 
bns.  It  had  been  shown  verv  cleariy  by  the 
Town  Clerk  of  Dunedin,  who,  he  supposed,  was 
interested  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation,  that 
the  proceeds  of  thoae  lands  were  included  in  the 


published  statement  of  the  assets  of  the  Corpora* 
tion  furnished  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  when 
applying  for  a  loan  in  the  Home  market.  It 
was  quite  clear  that  the  Corporation  had  no 
power  whatever  to  borrow  money  on  the  secu- 
rity of  those  lands,  but  solely  upon  their  rates, 
and  therefore  the  Council  were  relieved  from 
responsibility  as  far  as  that  was  concerned.  But 
now  they  were  told  that,  if  the  land  were  taken 
from  the  Corporation,  the  advances  that  they  had 
received  would  be  materially  affected  thereby. 
Now,  he  would  like  to  refer  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  security  of  the  Corporation  would  be 
affected  by  the  withdrawal  of  those  lands  at  the 
present  time.  He  found  that  the  annual  rents  of 
the  Corporation  of  Dunedin  were  estimated  to  be 
about  £8,000  per  annum,  and  of  that  amount  the 
rents  from  the  particular  reserves  referred  to  in 
the  Act  only  amounted  to  something  like  £460  or 
£500  per  annum.  Thus  it  was  only  to  the  extent 
of  £450  or  £500  per  annum  that  the  security 
of  the  Corporation  of  Dunedin  could  be  affected. 
Seeing  that  the  Corporation  had  no  legal  title  to 
borrow  money  on  this  security  or  to  pledge  the 
reserves,  he  thought  the  Council  should  not  be 
bound  in  any  way  by  the  statement  that  the 
security  of  the  Corporation  would  be  affected. 
He  thought  it  was  perfectly  proper  and  legitimate 
that  those  reserves  which  were  origin^y  set 
apart  for  wharves  and  quays  should,  now  that  a 
Harbour  Board  was  formed,  be  handed  over  to 
that  Board  which  was  the  proper  body  to  have 
the  control  of  them.  He  felt  strongly  of  opinion 
that  reserves  intended  for  Harbour  Trusts  should 
not  be  diverted  from  the  original  puroose  for 
which  they  were  intended.  As  &r  as  he  had  been 
able  to  learn,  the  only  argument  that  was  used  in 
favour  of  handing  the  reserves  over  to  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporation  was  this :  Because  the  Harbour 
Board  are  going  to  spend  a  large  amount  of  money 
in  reclamation  and  wharf  works,  these  reserves 
would  be  so  far  removed  from  the  harbour  that 
they  should  belong  to  the  Municipal  Corporation. 
But  he  held  that,  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Harbour  Board  to  expend  large  sums  of  money 
in  the  way  referred  to,  they  were  all  the  more 
entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  those  lands  speoially  set 
apart  for  such  purposes.  In  conclusion,  he  would 
express  the  opinion  that  the  Corporation  should 
consider  themselves  fortunate  in  not  being  called 
upon  to  refund  some  of  the  moneys  they  had 
received  from  the  lands  in  question.  He  would 
support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  had  but  a  few 
remarks  to  make  on  this  subject.  With  regard 
to  what  had  been  said  about  the  Committee,  he, 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  would  explain 
that  the  Committee  were  pretty  equally  divided 
on  the  question.  The  members  were,  he  believed, 
four  against  three ;  but  the  question  was  decided 
on  the  voices.  Voluminons  evidence  had  been 
taken,  and  the  Committee  had  spent  a  consider- 
able time  over  it.  The  Hon.  tne  Speaker  (Sir 
J.  L.  C.  Richardson)  had  given  evidence  before 
the  Committee ;  and  he  (Captain  Baillie)  had 
spoken  respecting  the  conditions  on  which  the 
Corporation  held  the  reserves,  as  follows : — 

"  These  oonditiona  are  :    (a)  That  the  lands 
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flbould  be  held  by  the  sai^  Corporation  in  trust 
for  the  like  purposes  for  which  euch  lauds  are 
now  held — that  is,  for  public  wharves  and  quays. 
(h)  That,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Superinten- 
dent, the  Corporation  may  lease  the  said  land  for 
not  exceeding  twentj-one  years,  and  {c)  apply  the 
rentals  in  accordance  with  section  94  of  *The 
Otago  Municipal  Corporations  Ordinance,  1875 :' 
that  is,  for  Corporation  purposes  during  trustee- 
ship." 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  was  referring  to  the 
time  when  the  Ordinance  passed  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Otago ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
which  then  took  place  in  the  Provincial  Council 
on  the  subject,  the  Provincial  Solicitor  said 
that  he  would  agree  to  amend  the  clause,  as 
follows : — 

"  The  lands  and  hereditaments  mentioned  and 
described  in  the  first  schedule  hereto  shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  transferred  and  vested 
in  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Dunedin  and 
its  successors  as  a  corporate  body,  to  be  held 
by  the  said  Corporation  and  its  successors  in 
trust  for  the  purposes  of  public  utility,  which 
purposes  are  severally  named  and  set  forth  in 
the  said  first  schedule  hereto  immediately  before 
the  lands  to  which  they  respectively  apply." 

The  "  purposes  of  public  utility  "  referred  to 
meant  the  construction  of  wharves  and  quays. 
The  Committee  had  heard  the  evidence  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Otago,  Mr.  Macandrew,  and 
that  gentleman  thought  it  would  quiet  both 
I)arties  interested  if  the  reserves  were  eiven 
away  to  some  third  person.  He  did  not  like  to 
commit  himself  to  say  what  was  the  exact 
position  of  either  body. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  asked  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  read  Mr.  Macandrew's  evi- 
dence, when  he  would  find  that  he  was  not  correct 
in  what  he  said.  At  least,  that  was  his  impres- 
sion. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  said  he  be- 
lieved that  Mr.  Macandrew  did  suggest  that  the 
reserves  should  be  handed  over  to  some  third 
party.  Learing  that,  howerer,  he  might  say 
that  the  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  other 
House  in  order  to  settle  doubts  which  existed 
in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  Municipal 
Corporation  as  to  whether  they  had  power  to 
deal  with  the  reserves,  and  the  intention  of  the 
promoter  of  the  Bill  was  to  give  them  that 
power.  But  the  Bill  was  clianged  in  the  other 
ITouse  in  such  a  way  as  to  deprive  the  Corpora- 
tion of  that  power  altogether.  He  thought,  after 
hearing  the  arguments  which  had  been  brought 
forward,  and  the  statements  made  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  into 
the  Council,  that  the  original  intention  of  the 
trust  was  that  wharves  and  quays  should  be 
constructed  out  of  the  proceeds  of  these  reserves. 
When  the  reserve  was  originally  made,  there  was 
no  corporate  body  in  existence ;  but  now  that  a 
body  had  been  constituted  whose  duty  it  was  to 
supervise  the  erection  of  wharves  and  quays,  and 
generally  to  attend  to  the  improvement  of  the 
harbour,  they  naturally  said,  "  This  reserve  was 
originally  set  aside  for  this  particular  purpose,  j 
and  why  should  it  not  be  applied  to  that  pur-  I 


pose?"  Bescrves  set  apart  for  charitable  and 
other  objects  were  usually  applied  to  the  purposes 
for  which  they  were  set  apart,  and  lie  eaw  no 
reason  why  there  should  be  a  departure  from  that 
principle  in  this  case. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.— Will  the  honor- 
able gentleman  read  Mr.  Stout's  evidence  ? 

The  Hon.  Captein  BAILLIB  said  Mr.  Stout's 
eyidence  vras  so  bulky  that  it  would  probablj 
encroach  too  much  upon  the  patience  of  the 
Council  to  read  it.  It  had,  however,  already 
been  quoted  from,  and  Mr.  Stout  had,  according 
to  his  own  view,  given  a  Tory  good  idea  of  the 
state  of  the  question.  He  (Mr.  Stout)  thought 
the  Corporation  should  have  the  reserve,  but 
other  gentlemen  thought  difierently,  and  it  was 
no  use  wearying  the  Council  by  producing  those 
opposing  statements.  A  groat  amount  of  evi-> 
dence  had  been  taken,  and,  as  far  as  he  could 
see,  the  Harbour  Board  had  the  best  right  to  the 
reserve. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  it  would  pro- 
bably expedite  matters  if  he  said  a  few  words  in 
answer  to  the  arguments  advanced  againat  the 
Bill.     He  thought  the  question  as  to  the  liabihty 
of  these  lands  as  security   for  loans   might   be 
regarded  as  disposed  of  entirely.    They  had  the 
evidence  of  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the 
Bill  in  another  form  in   another  place,  which 
showed  that  no  security   could  be  given  either 
oyer  the  land  or  over  the  rents  accruing  from  it ; 
and  whether  it  was  right  of  anybody  to  float  a 
loan  upon  the  security  of  the  reserve,  knowing 
that  it  was  opposed  to  the  law  of  the  colony  that 
these  reserves  should  be  hypothecated,  was  a  ques- 
tion which  could  best  be  answered  by  a  financier, 
which  he  did  not  profess  to  be.     The  interests  of 
the  ratepayers  had  been  referred  to  by  the  Hon. 
Captain  Frase|L  who  said  that  his  (Mr.  Mantell's) 
interests  woiSr  be  prejudicially  afiPected  by  the 
passing  of  this  measure.    The  honorable  gentle- 
man could  not  deplore  it  more  than  he  did,  but, 
even  with  that  prospect  in  view,  he  could  not 
consent  to  the  diversion  of  reserves  from  their 
original  purposes,  no  matter  what  hope   there 
might  be  of  any  amount  of  endowments  reducing 
the  rates.    There  was  one  other  point  he  wished 
the  Council  to  be  clear  upon,  and  that  was  that 
the  christening  of  this  reserve  took  place  not 
during  the  term  of  office  of  Mr.  Domett,  but  at  a 
date  far  anterior  to  it.    To  remove  any  doubt  as 
to  the  purposes  for  which  this  reserve  was  set 
apart,  he  need  only  state  that  the  preamble  of 
the  Ordinance  passed  by  the  Provincial  Council 
of  Otago  in  1854  distinctly  set  forth  that  at  the 
foundation  of  the  settlement  of  Otago  the  whole 
Une  of  the  vrater  frontage  of  the  chief  town  was 
reserved  from  sale,  and  tliis  portion  specially  set 
apart  for  the  purposes  of  wharves  and  quays. 
And  then  the  enacting  clauses  went  on  to  say 
that  the  admistration  of  the  land  included  in  the 
water  frontages  should  be  invested  in  a  board 
of  trustees ;  and  that  all  moneys  accruing  from 
the  lands,  after  deducting  expenses  of  manage- 
ment, should    be    applied   to   the   construction 
and   maintenance  of   public  jetties  and  quays. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  about  that;  and  al- 
though he  laughed  at  the  idea  of  such  an  Ordi- 
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nanoe  being  passed,  it  clearly  being  uUra  vires, 
be  did  not  laugh  at  it  as  not  conyejing  accu> 
Tatelj  the  impression  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Otago  in  regard  to  these  wharres  and  quays. 
It  was  perfectly  right  in  that  respect;  and  the 
only  object  of  this  jBiU  was  to  oonflrm  the  appli- 
cation of  this  nroperty  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  originally  set  apart.  He  need  not  trouble 
the  Council  with  any  further  remarks.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  contest  of  opposite  claimants, 
had  it  been  left  for  decision  upon  common-sense 
pounds,  six  words  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
induce  the  CouncU  to  consent  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  sud  he  was  afraid  that 
any  remarks  he  might  offer  would  not  throw  new 
light  upon  the  subject.  The  matter  appeared 
to  liim  to  be  comprised  within  a  Tery  small  com- 
pass, but  nevertheless  he  desired  to  state  reasons 
for  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give.  It  had  been 
stated  that  the  subject  should  not  be  dealt  with 
by  legislation  at  all,  that  it  should  be  settled  by 
a  Oourt  of  law ;  and  they  had  been  told  by  his 
honorable  friend  Colonel  Brett  that  a  lawyer 
had  recommended  the  adoption  of  that  course. 
He  was  not  at  all  surprised  at  that  advice,  but 
the  gentleman  who  recommended  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  settled  in  a  Court  of  law,  and  who 
he  believed  was  solicitor  to  the  Corporation  of 
Dunedin,  had  himself  brousht  in  a  Bill  which 
proposed  that  the  question  should  be  settled,  not 
by  a  Court  of  law,  but  by  Parliament.  Therefore 
he  could  only  conclude  that  the  recommenda- 
tion that  the  question  should  not  be  settled  by 
Parliament  was  only  arrived  at  when  it  became 
probable  that  the  decision  of  Parliament  would 
not  be  altogether  favourable  to  the  views  of  the 
gentlemen  who  brought  in  the  Bill.  When  there 
was  a  question  of  this  kind  between  two  public 
bodies — ^rather  than  let  them  waste  the  public 
property  in  litigation,  Parliament  should  not 
refnise  to  step  in  and  remove  the  doubt.  For 
that  reason  he  should  vote  for  proceeding  with 
the  Bill.  The  history  of  the  case  seemed  simple. 
The  reserves  were  originally  sel  apart  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  wharves  and  quays,  and  the 
document  just  read  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell 
threw  a  great  deal  of  light  upon  the  intention 
and  purposes  of  the  reserves.  It  showed  that 
they  were  made  with  deliberation.  The  title 
of  the  grant  was  not  a  mere  fancy  heading: 
the  document  was  drawn  up  deliberately  for  the 
purpose  of  making  due  provision  for  wharves  and 
quays,  and'  in  order  that  the  proceeds  arising 
from  this  property  should  be  devoted  to  the 
improvement  of  the  harbour.  The  property  was, 
in  the  first  instance,  placed  in  trust  in  the  hands 
of  the  Superintendent,  there  being  at  that  time  no 
Corporation  in  the  city  of  IHmedin.  Afterwards, 
when  the  Corporation  was  brought  into  existence, 
there  was  no  Harbour  Board,  and  it  was  very 
properiy  transferred  to  the  only  local  body  which 
existed.  It  was  transferred  on  certain  terms  and 
conditions.  The  extract  from  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago,  read  bv  the 
Hod.  Mr.  Mantell,  and  the  Ordinance  which  fol- 
lowed; transferred  "  the  lands  and  hereditaments 
to  the  Ocnrporation  of  the  City  of  Dunedin  and  its 
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successors,  to  be  held  by  the  Corporation  and  its 
successors  in  trust  for  a  like  purpose  for  which 
such  lands  are  now  held."  Although  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  was  authorized  to  divert  and  alter 
the  purposes  for  which  this  reserve  was  first 
granted — it  might  even  have  set  it  aside  as  a 
site  for  a  theatre  if  it  thought  proper — yet 
it  was  clear  that  it  had  done  nothing  of  the 
kind.  On  the  contrary,  it  merely  made  the 
Corporation  trustee,  instead  of  the  Superinten- 
dent, to  manage  the  land  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  originally  granted ;  further  on  the 
Ordinance  provided  that  all  moneys  arising  from 
the  reserves  should  be  applied  and  disposed  of  in 
the  manner  provided  for  in  the  Otago  Ordinance 
of  1865.  He  had  been  unable  to  get  that  Ordi- 
nance, but  he  could  not  conceive  that  it  was  in- 
tended the  proceeds  of  these  reserves  should  be 
applied  in  a  manner  which  would  absolutely  con- 
flict with  the  previous  clause,  which  did  not  give 
the  land  to  the  Corporatioh,  but  merely  made 
them  trustees.  That  being  the  case,  he  took  it 
that  the  Corporation  merely  held  the  land  in 
trust ;  and  now  that  a  Harbour  Board  had  been 
created,  upon  whom  it  devolved  to  deal  with  all 
harbour  questions,  that  body  was  perfectly  justi- 
fied in  saying,  "  The  time  has  now  arrived  when 
we  should  be  made  trustees.  We  shall  make 
fitter  trustees  than  the  Corporation.  We  are  in- 
trusted with  the  improvement  of  the  harbour,  and 
any  profits  that  may  arise  from  these  reserves, 
should  be  intrusted  to  us."  On  broad  grounds 
of  justice,  therefore,  he  thought  they  were  called 
upon  to  pass  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood ;  and  for 
these  reasons,  he  should  have  pleasure  in  support- 
ing it.  It  had  been  alleged  that  this  property 
had  already  been  made  tlie  subject  of  a  mortgage. 
If  that  were  the  case,  all  he  could  say  was  that, 
unless  the  proceeds  had  been  applied  to  improvine 
the  harbour,  the  Corporation,  he  thought,  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust.  They  might  as 
well  mortgage  property  placed  in  their  hands  for 
education^  purposes,  ana  apply  the  proceeds  to 
the  formation  of  streets.  It  was  given  as  a  trust 
to  be  applied  to  harbour  purposes,  and  they  had 
no  right  whatever  to  apply  the  proceeds  to  any 
other  purpose.  He  should  support  the  second 
reading  of^the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

EDUCATION  BOARDS  BILL. 
•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  had  been 
found  impossible  for  the  Government,  in  this 
session,  to  mature  and  bring  before  the  Legisla- 
ture a  complete  and  comprehensive  measure  re- 
lating to  education  that  would  be  applicable  to 
the  whole  colony.  The  approaching  provincial 
change  rendered  it  necessary  to  make  some  tem- 
porary provision  for  carrying  on  the  business  of 
education  throughout  the  colony ;  and  it  was  with 
that  view  that  this  Bill  had  been  prepared.  It 
had  passed  through  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
where  it  was  introduced  by  his  honorable  col- 
league the  Minister  of  Justice.  It  proposed  to 
mamtain  in  all  respects  except  one,  which  he 
should  advert  to  presently,  the  systems  of  educa- 
tion now  existing  in  the  several  provinces  of  New 
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Zealand,  and  which  haTe  been  c^tabli»hed  under 
ProTJncial  Acts  op  Ordinances.  The  machinery 
neceflsary  to  be  provided  was  proposed  to  be  pro- 
Tided  in  this  JBilL  In  most  of  the  provinces 
there  were  Education  Boards  already  in  existence. 
In  Hawke's  Bay,  Marlborongh,  and  Canterbury, 
no  Edacation  Boards  at  present  existed.  In 
Hawke*s  Bay,  the  system  was  a  yery  simple  one. 
The  management  of  education  was  under  the 
control  of  the  Proyindal  Goyemment,  and  was 
carried  on  by  Committees  in  the  several  districts, 
who  placed  themselves  in  communication  with 
the  Superintendent  of  that  province.  In  Marl- 
borough the  Boud  Boards  of  the  several  counties 
and  the  Municipal  Councils  were  the  local  School 
Boards.  In  Canterbury,  until  a  recent  date, 
there  was  an  Education  Board ;  but  at  present 
the  administration  was  of  a  different  character. 
A  Secretary  of  Education  was  appointed  by  the 
Provincial  Q-oyemment,  and  local  administration 
was  provided  for  in  the  various  districts.  It  was 
proposed,  for  the  purpose  of  uniformity,  that 
there  should  be  Boards  in  all  the  provincial  dis- 
tricts ;  and  the  Boards  of  those  districts,  when  re- 
Suired,  were  nominated  and  appointed  in  this 
iill.  They  would  hold  their  office  up  to  the  first 
day  of  December  of  next  year,  before  which  time 
it  was  hoped  that  a  general  and  comprehensive 
measure  would  be  introduced  into  and  passed  by 
the  Assembly.  The  principal  change  which  this 
Bill  proposed  to  make  was  that  of  abolishing 
household  and  general  capitation  rates  wherever 
they  existed,  and  retaining  the  school  fees  and 
capitation  rates  for  children  wherever  they  ex- 
isted. The  Government  proposed,  during  the 
next  half-year,  from  the  1st  December  to  the 
80th  June,  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  from 
the  land  revenue  to  supplement  the  school  fees  or 
capitation  fees.  Powers  were  given  to  the  Boards 
to  deal  with  reserves  made  for  education  in  the 
seyeral  districts.  They  would  have  a  power  of 
dealing  with  those  reserves  by  leasing  them  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  with  the 
consent  of « the  Governor.  There  was  no  new 
principle  introduced  into  the  Bill ;  it  simply 
made  provision  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  edu- 
cation under  the  new  system  of  government  that 
would  shortly  come  into  operation.  With  these 
remarks,  he  begged  to  move  the  second  rending 
of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BBETT  said  he  was  under 
the  impression  that  Provincialism  vms  dead  and 
buried  to  all  intents  and  purposes ;  but  he  was 
sorry  to  see  that  Provincialism  was  now  about 
to  come  to  life  again  —  to  spring  up  like  a 
phccnix  from  its  ashes  into  positive  vigour.  He 
had  been  always  under  the  impression  that  Pro- 
yincialism  was  the  thing  of  a  past  day,  and  that 
they  would  never  hear  of  it  again.  He  believed 
that  this  defunct  animal  was  becoming  decom- 
posed, and  would  hereafter  stink  in  the  nostrils 
of  every  one  throughout  the  country.  It  would 
be  in  the  recollection  of  many  members  of  the 
Council  that,  at  this  time  last  year,  a  Bill  was 
brought  into  the  Council  to  carry  out  very  nearly 
the  provisions  of  clause  5  of  this  Bill,  That  Bill 
was  passed  through  the  House  of  Bepresentalires 
in  a  very  hasty  manner — indeed,  ho  might  Fay,  an 


indecent  manner.  It  was  brought  in  lat«  in  the 
evening,  passed  through  all  its  stages,  and  at  two 
o'clock  on  the  next  day  it  was  introduced  in  the 
Council.  But  after  a  long  debate  it  was,  he  waa ' 
happy  to  say,  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  one 
vote.  He  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member 
of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Canterbury  six  or 
seven  years  ago,  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  was 
also  a  member,  and  what  he  was  about  to  say  be 
had  no  doubt  his  honorable  friend  would  sub- 
stantiate. Mr.  Tancred  had  charge  of  the  schools 
throughout  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  haying 
associated  with  him  two  other  gentlemen.  After 
performing  this  duty  for  two  years  gratuitously, 
and  giving  up  the  whole  of  his  time,  he,  owing  to 
the  increase  of  schools,  was  obliged  to  I'esign  his 
duties,  which  had  become  too  onerous.  A  Board 
was  then  substituted.  The  constitution  of  the 
Board  was  very  much  opposed  in  the  Provincial 
Council,  and  there  was  a  very  warm  debate  on 
the  subject;  but  the  Board  was  ultimately  formed. 
However,  the  Board  was  formed,  and  it  went  on 
for  two  or  three  years,  when  it  was  found  by  the 
Provincial  Council  that  it  did  not  act  well,  and 
that  its  expenditure  was  lavish,  and  there  was  no 
responsible  head.  It  was  then  decided  that  there 
should  be  a  Minister  of  Education.  That  office 
had  been  in  existence  for  two  or  three  years ;  and 
a  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  Assembly  last 
session  for  the  purpose  of  turning  out  that  Minis- 
ter, owing  to  one  or  two  gentlemen  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  having  a  dislike  to  him, 
and  solely,  he  believed,  from  a  feeling  of  ani- 
mosity towards  that  gentleman.  In  this  Bill, 
there  was  another  attempt  to  do  away  with  tho 
Miuister  of  Education.  He  would  ask  whether 
it  was  honorable,  just,  or  fair  to  bring  forward 
a  Bill  to  abolish  that  appointment.  It  might  be 
said  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  odtablisb 
Boards  throughout  the  country;  but  he  would 
point  out  that  there  were  departments  through- 
out the  colony — the  Custom  House  and  the 
Post  Office — having  heads  who  transacted  the 
business  of  those  departments  with  the  General 
Government.  There  was  no  necessity  for  a  Board 
in  those  cases  ;  and  why  should  not  the  Minister 
of  Education  in  Canterbury  transact  the  business 
of  his  department  in  the  same  way,  and  communi- 
cate with  the  General  Government  ?  He  main- 
tained thst  (he  proposed  Board  was  self -consti- 
tuted, and  was  a  nominated  Board,  which  he 
thought  the  Council  ought  to  be  very  much 
opposed  to.  It  might  be  said  that  this  Minister 
was  not  a  favourite,  and  was  not  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place  ;  but  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Provincial  Council,  and  it  would  be  most  indecent 
and  a  very  discourteous  act  to  remoye  him  from 
his  present  position;  and  that  gentleman  was 
doing  his  work  zealously,  and  devoting  all  his  abi- 
lities and  time  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  duties 
of  his  office.  It  was  true  he  was,  with  a  cast-iron 
rule,  striving  to  enforce  the  Education  Ordinance, 
and  that  was  tho  cause  of  very  great  dissatis- 
faction in  Christchurch.  For  instance,  when 
there  were  three  or  four  members  of  a  mercan- 
tile firm,  he  ordered  them  all  to  pay  their  rates, 
\thethcr  they  lived  in  England  or  in  the  colony. 
That  had  given  great  offence  in  Christchurch, 
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where  the  population  consisted  of  sbopkeepers 
and  merchants  ;  but  in  the  outlying  districts  the 
Minister  of  Education  was  liked  Tcry  much,  and  it 
was  found  that  education  in  those  districts  was 
conducted  more  satisfactorily,  and  with  less  ex- 
^nse,  ilian  had  formerly  been  the  case  under  the 
Board.  The  members  of  the  Board  in  former 
days  were  most  larish  in  their  expenditure.  In 
Gloucester  Street,  they  erected  a  school  to  ac- 
commodate 800  scholars,  for  the  enormous  sum 
of  £12,000,  and  the  salaries  of  the  staff  of 
teachers  amounted  to  £2,400  a  year.  Then,  in 
the  east  of  Christchurcb>  they  built  a  school  at 
an  expenditure  of  £20,000.  Me  believed  it  was 
called  a  Normal  School,  and  it  was  intended 
for  the  instruction  of  teachers  for  the  schools 
througliout  Canterbury.  Thero  were  ninety 
schools  in  the  province,  and  let  them  say  10 
per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  teachers  would 
be  required  to  fill  up  vacancies  during  the  year, 
that  would  give  perhaps  nine  or,  ten  teachers  a 
year  who  would  be  required.  Was  not  such  an  ex- 
penditure disgraceful  ?  The  Normal  School  was 
^  gigantic  building.  It  more  resembled  a  palace 
or  an  hospital  in  the  great  metropolis  of  London 
than  a  school.  He  considered  it  was,  of  course, 
necessary  to  have  an  Education  Bill,  but  he 
would  have  put  it  into  one  clause,  to  this 
effect: — 

"  All  Acts  and  Ordinances  of  any  Provincial 
Legislature,  relating  to  educational  matters,  shall, 
BO  far  as  the  same  are  not  expressly  or  impliedly 
altered  or  repealed  by  this  Act,  remain  in  force 
within  tlie  provincial  district  to  which  they  re- 
late, and  shall  be  read  with  and  incorporated 
with  this  Act." 

Why  should  they  disturb  the  Boards  of  Educa- 
tion throughout  the  different  provinces  ?  They 
were  all  working  very  well.  Why  disturb  the 
existing  Canterbury  system,  and  put  in  its  place 
this  self-constituted  Board  ?  Were  they  all  fit 
men  to  place  upon  an  Education  Board?  Ho 
allowed  that  there  were  three  or  four  very  good 
men ;  but  with  the  exception  of  two  who  were 
Presbyterians,  they  were  all  Episcopalians.  That 
was  what  was  called  secular  education — ^free  edu- 
cation. In  the  former  Board,  nine  out  of  ten  of 
the  members,  with  the  Inspectors  of  the  Schools, 
were  Episcopalians.  One  of  the  members  was  a 
Boman  Catholic  gentieman,  who  sat  on  the  bench 
in  India.  He  objected  to  the  school  books,  on 
the  ground  that  they  tended  too  much  towards 
the  Protestant  religion ;  and  the  other  members 
then  made  his  seat  so  hot  for  him  that  he  was 
obliged  to  resign.  Amongst  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing the  proposed  Boaid  there  was  not  one  of 
special  capacity.  There  were  several  very  well 
qualified  gentlemen  in  Canterbury.  There  was 
the  Dean  of  Chnstchureh,  who  was  one  of  the 
most  eminent  men  and  best  scholars  who  lefl 
England  for  the  colony.  Then  there  were  Mr. 
Teal,  and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen.  He 
also  thought  that  one  of  the  Professors  of  the 
College  or  the  High  School  should  be  appointed 
to  the  Board,  instead  of  shopkeepers  and  men  of 
that  kind.  In  former  days  there  were  men  on 
the  Education  Board  who  could  not  speak  Eng- 
lishy  who  dropped  their  "  h\"  and  took  indecent 


liberties  with  the  genders.  It  was  monstrous 
that  this  system  should  still  exist.  He  only 
hoped  that  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee  the 
portion  referring  to  Canterbury  would  be  struck 
out.  He  hopecl  the  members  of  the  Council  who 
supported  abolition  would  support  hie  opposition 
to  this  Bill,  because  it  was  only  bringing  in  Pro- 
vincialism  again  for  trhe  time  being. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  his  honorable 
friend  rather  surprised  him  when  he  asked 
honorable  members  who  supported  abolition  to 
support  him  in  this  matter,  seeing  that  hispre- 
sent  action  was  undisguised  Provincialism.  What 
were  the  facts  of  this  case  ?  The  honorable  mem- 
ber seemed  to  be  afraid  this  Bill  would  super- 
sede the  head  of  the  Education  Department  in 
the  Province  of  Canterbury.  That  gentleman  was 
tlio  political  head  of  the  department,  and  was 
called  Minister  of  Education.  He  was  one  of 
the  Provincial  Executive  who  came  in  or  went 
out  of  office  according  as  the  Provincial  Council 
gave  or  withheld  its  supports  They  all  knew 
that  under  the  Abolition  Act,  at  the  dose  of  the 
present  session.  Provincial  Executives  wt>iild  come 
to  an  end,  the  Superintendents  would  come  to  an 
end  also,  the  Provincial  Secretary's  place  would 
know  him  no  more,  the  place  of  the  Seoretaiy  for 
Public  Works  would  know  him  no  more,  and  in 
like  manner  the  place  of  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion would  know  him  no  more.  It  was  not  this 
Bill,  but  the  Abolition  of  Provinces  Act,  that 
would  put  an  end  to  this  office.  He  thought  his 
honorable  friend  Colonel  Brett  had  overlooked 
that  fact.  The  abolition  of  the  Provincial  Go- 
vernment necessarily  abolished  the  office  of 
Minister  of  Education;  and  he  took  it  that 
Parliament,  when  the  Canterbury  Minister  for 
Education  was  done  away  with,  must  provide 
some  other  body  to  administer  the  work.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett 
would  dismiss  from  his  mind  the  idea  that  this 
Bill  was  a  blow  aimed  at  the  gentleman  referred 
to.  He  did  not  wish  to  introduce  Canterbury 
differences  to  the  Council ;  but  he  most  set 
his  honorable  friend  right  with  reference  to  the 
statement  that  the  attempt  made  last  year  to 
pass  through  Parliament  a  Bill  establishing  a 
Board  of  Education  in  Canterbury  orisinated 
in  a  feeling  of  personal  hostility  towards  this 
particular  gentieman.  He  assured  his  honor- 
able friend  that  he  was  mistaken.  It  origin- 
ated in  this  way :  In  the  opinion  of  a  great 
many  persons  interested  in  Canterbury,  this 
system  of  having  a  department  manaoed  by  a 
Minister  of  Education,  instead  of  a  Board  of 
Education,  did  not  work  well;  and  as  the 
Provincial  Council  was  not  allowed  to  meet,  and 
could  not  bring  about  an  alteration  of  the  system 
and  restore  the  Board,  it  was  desirable  it  should 
be  done  by  Parliament.  There  certainly  was  an 
opinion  that  the  new  system  had  failed ;  but 
there  was  no  feeling  of  personal  dislike  to  the 
individual.  His  honorable  friend  had  accused 
the  late  Board  of  extravagance  in  buildings  and 
in  management.  It  was  quite  true  that  very 
large  sums  of  money  had  been  spent  upon  edu- 
cational buUdinss  in  Canterbury — ^not  so  much, 
he  thought,  as  his  honorable  friend  had  stated ; 
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but  if  anybody  was  responsible  for  tbat,  it  was 
the  Provincial  Council,  which  had  appropriated 
its  large  rerenaes  very  Uberally  indeed  for  pur- 
poses of  education.  He  thought  great  credit  was 
due  to  the  Frovinoial  Council  of  Canterbury  for 
baying  made  very  liberal  provision  for  education ; 
and  if  it  had  erred  on  the  side  of  liberality,  that 
was  on  the  safe  side,  and  it  was  an  error  which 
would  not  redound  to  its  discredit  when  the 
history  of  the  province  was  written.  With  regard 
to  the  proposed  constitution  of  the  Board,  if  his 
honorable  friend  would  raise  that  Question  when 
the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  ho  woula  be  ready  to 
meet  him. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  it  was  clear 
enough  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  simply  to 

Srovide  machinery  to  cany  out  the  educational 
epartmenta  in  the  various  provinces  until  further 
provision  was  made,  which  he  hoped  would  be 
made  in  the  course  of  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  some  uniform  system  for  the  colony. 
But  as  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  remarked,  as  soon  as  the  Abolition  Act 
came*  into  operation  all  the  provincial  adminis- 
tration must  fall  to  the  ground,  and  the  educa- 
tional departments  in  the  various  provinces  would 
be  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  unless  some  provision  of 
this  kind  for  supervisins  the  administration  were 
made.  It  was  m  that  light  only  that  he  regarded 
the  Bill.  If  it  were  to  be  regarded  as  a  perma- 
nent measure,  or  likely  to  continue  for  some  time, 
it  would  be  a  most  unsatisfactory  one;  but  it 
simply  kept  the  department  going  all  over  the 
oolony  until  further  provision  was  made.  Look- 
ing at  it  in  that  light,  he  wished  to  put  it  to  his 
honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary,  whether 
it  would  not  be  an  improvement  in  the  Bill  to 
state  specifically  that,  unless  repealed  before,  it 
should  cease  to  operate  at  the  end  of  1877.  The 
5th  clause  stated  that  there  should  be  in  every  dis- 
trict a  Board  constituted  "  as  herein  provided," 
and  such  Board  should  hold  office  until  the  31st 
October,  1877.  He  was  not  quite  certain  that 
would  necessarily  determine  the  administration  of 
this  measure,  for  he  found  that  very  clause  seemed 
to  conflict  with  a  provision  in  tlie  6th  clause.  It 
was  said  that  such  a  Board  should  be  a  body  corpo- 
rate, and  further  on  that  it  should  have  perpetual 
succession,  and  provision  was  made  in  another 
place  for  the  filling  up  of  vacancies.  Perhaps, 
on  the  whole,  it  would  oe  less  ambiguous  to  have 
an  initial  clause,  stating  distinctly  that  the  Act 
should  oease  to  have  effect  on  a  certain  day. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said  that,  seeing  this 
Bill,  as  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  last  speaker, 
was  only  to  carry  on.  the  existing  Education 
Boards,  and  make  temporary  provision  until  next 
year,  he  did  not  think  it  vras  one  as  to  which 
they  need  enter  upon  any  lengthy  discussion.  In 
some  provinces,  no  doubt  this  was  required.  In 
regard  to  the  Province  of  Westland,  the  Bill 
would  practically  make  little  difference  there,  as 
the  Board  was  entirely  removed  from  anything 
like  political  government,  and  would  continue  to 
carry  on  in  the  same  way  as  before.  The  specif 
point  allnded  to  br  the  Colonial  Secretary  was 
one  whieh  he  would  rather  have  seen  attempted 
in  another  direction.    He  would  hare  preferred 


very  much  to  allow  the  capitation  rate  to  remain, 
and  abolish  the  school  fees  and  taxes  upon  chil- 
dren. That,  he  thought,  would  have  been  fair  ; 
but  seeing  that  the  matter  was  only  for  another 
year,  when,  he  supposed,  they  might  with  confi- 
dence look  for  the  introduction  of  a  general  mea* 
sure  applicable  to  the  whole  oolony,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  worth  while  occnpving  the  time  of 
the  Council  by  discussing  the  subject.  Probably 
in  Committee  he  would  ask  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary to  insert  an  additional  proviso  in  connection 
with  the  question  of  reserves,  some  questions  of 
a  purely  technical  character  having  arisen  in  re- 
ference to  the  administration  of  an  educational 
reserve  which  was  now  being  very  lai^ely  occu- 
pied by  gold  miners  for  mining. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  glad  to  observe 
that  there  was  a  general  acoentance  of  the  Bill. 
His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Hall  had,  he  hoped, 
satisfied  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  that  it  was 
impossible  to  maintain  the  existing  condition  of 
affairs  in  Canterbury,  for  the  reason  that  the 
Abolition  Act  came  into  force  on  the  day  next 
after  the  last  day  of  the  present  session,  when 
the  Minister  of  Education  in  the  Province  of 
Canterbury  would  be  divested  of  his  authority. 
Supposing  it  were  possible  for  him  to  remain,  he 
(Dr.  Pollen)  was  not  sure  whether  his  honorable 
friend  himself  would  be  disposed  to  intrust  to  hia 
sole  guidance,  without  any  control  whatever,  the 
administration  of  the  valuable  educational  re- 
serves in  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  and  the  en- 
tire charge  of  education  in  that  province.  That 
officer  was  at  present  a  responsible  Minister,  and 
responsible  to  the  Provinciid  Council.  When  the 
Council  was  abolished  there  would  be  nobody  but 
him,  and  he  would,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
be  practically  irresponsible.  That  was  a  condi- 
tion of  affairs  which  his  honorable  and  gallant 
friend,  he  was  sure,  would  not  view  wit^h  satisfac- 
tion. With  respect  to  the  observations  made  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  he  thought  the  matter 
might  very  well  be  left  as  it  stood.  There  was  a 
positive  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  GK>vemment 
that  in  the  recess,  and  before  next  session,  a  gene- 
ral measure  of  education  should  be  prepared,  for 
introduction  next  session.  They  would  be  bind- 
ing the  Assembly  in  the  future  if  they  declared 
that  at  a  particular  time  the  nominated  Boards 
should  cease.  There  were  certain  functions  of 
trust  imposed  upon  these  Boards,  and,  no  doubt, 
in  the  future  the  administration  of  education 
would  be  carried  on  by  Boards  of  some  kind  or 
another,  which  would  be  held  to  be  in  a  line  of 
descent,  so  to  say,  and  the  trusts  imposed  upon 
them  would  pass  from  one  to  the  other. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PORT  MOLYNEUX  RESBBTES  LEASING 
BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  2. — The  Board  may  lease. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  moved  that  this  clause 
be  omitted. 

Question  put,  «  That  this  danse  stand  part  of 
the  Wl ;"  upon  which  a  diviaion  was  oalled  for, 
with  the  following  result: — 
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ColDiMlBrttt, 
Dr.  Once, 
Mr.HiU, 
Mr.Hwt, 
Mr. 
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Ana. 

Mr.  Menxie«, 

Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  PaUnon, 
Mr.  PhaiBzyii, 
Major  Bichmond,  O.B. 

Kon. 

Mr.  Mant^ll, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Bobinaon, 
Mr.  Stokes. 


CkpCain  BaOIie, 
Hr-Booar, 
Mr.  Chamberiin, 
Xr.  Edwards, 
CbpiaiiK  Fraser, 

Hie  amendment  was  consequently  negatiTed, 
•ad  the  dame  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Bin  reported  witli  amendments,  which  were 
ordend  to  be  ooniidered  next  sitting  day. 

Tlie  Goandl  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  ten 
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Ssikiystopa  TelemDli---enin  Storage,  Cinterbuxy— 
Mr.  BnMXER  look  the  chair  at  half-past  two 

Pl&TXBB. 

KAUKAPAKAPA  TEIiE0BAPH. 

Mr.  SHSBHAIf  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
WheUier  the  Oovemment  will  gire  effect  to  the 
Dtayer  of  the  petition  of  the  settlers  of  Kaukapa- 
lapa,  in  reference  to  opening  a  telegraph  station 
in  thst  settlement  P  He  stiSed  that  the  petition 
rrfemd  to  was  considered  bj  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee,  ttud  bj  them  referred  for  further  con- 
flderstion  to  the  Goremment.  The  petitioners 
were  willing  to  grant  a  site  £ree  of  charge  for  the 
pQfpose  of  erecting  a  station  at  Kaokapakapa ; 
sad  as  the  settlement  was  beoominff  a  yery  im- 
portant settlement,  it  was  desiral^  that  they 
shinikl  hayea  telegraph  station. 

Xr.  WHITAKBB  said  he  had  made  inquiry 
as  to  the  ooet  of  constructing  the  line  and  ereot- 
iag  a  station,  and  he  found  that  the  oost  of.  the 
stBtion  would  be  £460,  and  the  annual  cost  of 
■ainlenanoe  £160,  and  probably  the  amount 
which  would  be  deriyed  from  it  would  not  be 
miVB  than  £50  a  year.  Under  these  oiroum- 
ftanoes,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  a  tele- 
giaph  station  would  be  erected  at  Kaukapakapa. 

OBAIN  8TOBA0B,  CANTEBBUBY. 
Mr.  BOLIiSSTON   asked   the  Minuter   for 
Pnbiie  Works,  Whether  the  Goyemmeat  pro- 
pose to  maka  pfOTinon  for  further  stongo  m)- 


oommodation  for  grain  in  the  Proyinoe  of  Canter* 
bury ;  and,  if  not,  whether  it  will  giye  facilities 
for  the  erection  of  stores  by  priyate  enteipriae  at 
the  seyeral  railway  stations,  and  will  give  pubUo 
notice  of  the  terms  on  which  such  facilities  will 
be  giyen  ?  He  put  the  question  in  order  to  en- 
able the  Goyemment  to  state  plainly  what  course 
they  proposed  to  take  with  regard  to  fumisbiog 
accommodation  for  storing  grain  in  the  Proyince 
of  Canterbury.  For  three  months  in  the  year 
there  was  yery  great  pressure,  and  the  Proyincial 
Goyemment  hwl,  up  to  the  present  time,  pro- 
yided  a  large  amount  of  accommodation ;  but  the 
question  had  arisen  as  to  whelher  it  was  the  dutj 
of  the  Bailway  Department  to  provide  storage. 
If  it  was  not,  then  no  doubt  priyate  enterprise 
would  supply  the  want.  His  object  was  to  ob- 
tain from  the  Goyemment  a  declaration  which 
no  doubt  would  be  made  known  throughout  the 
country  bj  means  of  Hansard  and  the  telegraph, 
and  people  would  then  make  their  arrangements 
accordiiigly. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the  question  was 
without  doubt  a  yerj  important  one,  and  one  to 
which  the  Goyemment  had  giyen  a  gr^t  deal  of 
attention.  It  was  unquestionable  that  yerj  much 
greater  stora^  accommodation  was  required  dur- 
ing the  gram  season  in  Canterbury ;  but  the 
6k>yemment  considered  that  the  railways  were 
made  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  only,  and  that 
the  deputment  should  haye  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  storage.  The  Government  therefore  did 
not  feel  called  upon  to  proyide  storage  accommo- 
dation for  the  farmers  and  merchants  of  the  pro- 
yince. The  £nffitteer-in-Chief  reported  that,  with 
the  exception  of  providing  aocommodation  at  the 
smaller  stations  which  would  bo  erected  as  the 
lines  were  extended,  it  would  not  be  adyisable  to 

?royide  any  increased  stora^  aocommodation. 
he  only  further  accommodation  which  would  be 
proyidea  would  be  a  large  shed  on  the  Gladstone 
Pier.  With  regard  to  the  Canterbury  railways, 
the  opinion  of  the  £ngineer-in*Chief,  in  which  the 
Government  entirely  coincided,  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Canterbury  railway  authorities: 
that  opinion  being  to  the  effect  that  eyery  faoi* 
lity  should  be  ^?en  for  the  erection  of  stores  by 
pnyate  enterprise  on  the  sidings  at  the  railway 
stations.  It  was  proposed  that  ground  should  be 
let  at  a  nominal  rent  for  this  purpose,  the  right 
being  reserved  to  the  Gh>yemment  to  remoye  the 
sheds  from  one  part  of  the  station  to  another 
without  giving  oompensation,  should  the  exten* 
sion  of  the  station  arrangements  require  it.  It 
was  thought  that  the  plan  he  mentioned  would 
be  the  best  and  cheapest  for  proyiding  the  neoes" 
sary  aocommodation  for  storing  grain. 

0OIJNTIES  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Clause  49. — Qualification  of  Chairman. 

Mr.  WHITABBB  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  proviso:  ''Provided  that  at  the  first 
election  any  person  qualified  to  be  a  member  of 
the  House  ox  Bepresentatives  shall  be  qualified 
to  be  elected  Chairman." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HONTOOMEBY,  the 
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wordi  "  at  the  first  election  "  were  ■track  out  of 
the  amendment. 

Question  put,  "That  the  proyiso  as  amended 
be  added  to  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a  diyision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         28 

Noes         29 


Majority  against ... 


Atss. 


Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  R.  a.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Manders. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Barff, 
Bir.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  a.  Grey, 
Mr.  Henry,    . 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Sir  B.  I)ouglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  GKbbs, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Hursthonse, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  G-.  McLean, 

The  proviso  was  consequently  negatiyod,  and 
the  clause  agreed  to. 

Thames  County. 

Sir  Or.  aBE  Y  moved.  That  the  following  be 
the  boundaries  of  the  Thames  County :  **  towards 
the  north  by  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Coro- 
mandel  Coun^,  hereinbefore  defined ;  towards 
the  east  by  the  ocean;  on  the  west  by  the 
ocean  to  the  mouth  of  the  Fiako  Birer,  Uience 
to  Pukorokoro,  thence  by  a  due  west  line  to  the 
summit  of  the  ridge  which  forms  the  eastern 
watershed  of  the  Birer  Piako ;  on  the  south  by 
that  ridge  to  the  sources  of  the  Piako,  from 
thence  by  a  straight  line  to  the.  summit  of  the 
Te  Aroha  Mountain,  and  from  thence  by  a 
straight  line  to  Waibi,  on  the  sea-coast." 

Question  put,  "That  these  boundaries  be  the 
boundaries  of  Thames  County ;"  upon  which  a 
diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 


Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Beid. 


Ayes         

Noes         

Majority  against... 


25 
26 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Bignan,  v 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  Or,  G-rey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Manders, 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  E.  G.Wood, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Bowo. 

Noes. 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Tellers. 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Murray. 

Paibs. 

Against. 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Cox, 
Sir  D.  McLean, 
Mr.  Curtis. 


For. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived,  and 
the  words  were  struck  out. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  Chairman  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Question  put,  "  That  I  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for  with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes  

Noes  

Majority  against   ... 


24 


12 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Bai%, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr*  JCkOeB| 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  B.  G.  Wood, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Stout. 
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Noes. 


Ifftjor  Atkixuon, 
Mr.  Bdknoe, 
Mr.  Boven, 
Mr.  Brmndon, 
Mr.  Brjce, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  R.  DouglM, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  HuTfiboase, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kellr. 
Ckptain  kennj, 
Mr.  Lumaden, 
Mr.  Hanaers, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 


Ibr. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Luak, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Sbrimski. 


Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynslej, 

Mr.  Onnond, 

Mr.  Poarce, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Steyens, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  WliiUker, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Fitxroy, 
Mr.  Richmond. 


Faibs. 

Aaainst. 
Mr.  I^ke. 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Sir  D.  McLean. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatired. 
Thames  county. 

Mr.  MURRAY  mored.  That  the  following  be  the 
boundaries  of  the  Thames  County : — "  Is  Iwunded 
towards  the  north  by  the  southern  boundaries  of 
the  Coromandei  County,  hereinbefore  defined ; 
towards  the  east  by  the  ocean;  towards  the 
looth  by  a  line  from  Kgakuriawhare  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Aroha  Mountain,  being  the  northern 
boundaiy  of  the  Tisuranga  Confiscated  District, 
br  the  production  of  tlmt  line  to  the  Thames 
(Waibou)  River;  and  towards  the  west  by  the 
ceotrs  of  that  river  and  by  the  Frith  of  Thames 
to  the  commencing  point."  * 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
sdded  be  there  added  ;*'  ujion  which  a  division 
vs»  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes  

Noes  

Majority  against   ... 


28 
29 


Msjor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Sir  R.  Bought, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hnrsthoose, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Ckptain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 


AtB8. 

Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Fearce, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Wason, 
j  Mr.  Whitaker. 

Tellers. 
I  Mr.  Hamhn, 
I  Captain  Morris. 


KOBB. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Borff, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Ghrey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgtinson, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Reee, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  R.  G.  Wood, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


Paibs. 

J^aintt. 
Mr.  Fyke, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Cox, 

Sir  D.  McLean,     . 
Mr.  Curtis. 


Ibr. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Macandrow, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheenan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. . 
Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  move.  That  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  BARFF.— Before  that  question  is  put.  Sir, 
I  wish  simply  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  Bill 
is  at  the  present  time  in  a  very  unworkable  form ; 
and  I  would  say,  further,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  assistance  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  Sir  George  Grey,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  East,  in  the  pains 
they  have  taken  in  proposing  amendments  when 
the  Bill  was  passing  through  its  various  stages, 
the  Bill  would  be  more  unworkable  even  than  it 
is  now.  I  make  these  remarks  because  the  Go- 
vernment ore,  as  it  were,  on  their  trial.  They 
hare  had  an  opportunity  such  as  they  may  never 
have  again  of  introducing  a  form  of  load  self- 
government  that  might  redoimd  to  their  own 
credit  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony.  That 
chance  is,  I  fear,  passing  away;  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  Bill,  as  it  at  present  stands,  will  not  be 
found  to  be  a  great  success.  If  this  measure  is 
ever  to  be  a  success,  it  will  Iiave  to  be  a  success  at 
the  outset.  A  very  small  amount  of  unpopularity 
at  the  commencement  of  the  system  may  lead  to 
a  very  wide-spread  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  the  electors  generally.  The  GU)vem- 
ment  and  some  of  their  supporters  may  be  of 
opinion,  as  they  probably  arc,  that  if  they  can 
pass  through  any  measure  in  any  form  during 
this  session,  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
amending  it  next  session ;  but  I  hold  a  different 
opinion.  I  say.  Sir,  that  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land will  decide  as  a  bodv  as*to  the  merits 
of  the  measure  between  this  session  and  the 
next;  and  tliey  will  decide  whether  the  sys- 
tem is  capable  of  amendment.  Now,  if  the 
measure  is  to  be  a  success,  I  say  it  will  have 
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to  be  pufc  in  a  very  different  form  from  that 
'which  it  ii  in  at  the  present  time ;  and  I  say,  in 
regard  to  one  particular  principle  of  the  Bill,  that 
it  18  yery  likely  that  in  some  parte  of  the  colony 
— I  am  not  in  a  position  to  state  what  portions — 
the  position  of  Chairman  may  be  placed  in  the 
hanas  of  persons  totally  inexperienced  in  all 
matters  of  administration.  I  say  nothing  can  be 
more  fiital  to  the  success  of  a  measure  of  local 
self-ffovemment  than  that  such  a  thing  as  that 
shomd  occur.  People  look  not  so  much  to  the 
nature  of  the  law  as  to  its  administration.  They 
generally  look  to  the  administration  to  guide 
them  as  to  whether  a  measure  is  good  or  not  in 
principle  ;  and  I  fear  that,  if  this  Bill  is  put  into 
operation  in  its  present  form,  the  Gh>ycmment 
will  not  haye  an  opportunity  of  amending  it  next 
session,  as  they  now  anticipate  being  able  to  do. 
I  haye  been  an  Abolitionist  for  many  years  ;  and 
it  was  with  great  regret  that  I  found  myself  in 
the  unfortunate  position  during  the  last  few  days 
of  haying  to  go  into  the  lobby  opposite  to  the 
Goyemment  in  connection  -with  these  matters. 
Eyer  sioce  the  second  reading  was  proposed,  I 
haye  held,  as  I  then  pointed  out  to  the  House 
and  to  the  6k>vemment,  that  the  measure  did 
not  meet  with  my  approval,  but  I  wonld  do  my 
best  to  reduce  it  to  a  workable  form.  I  fear  that 
the  efforts  of  the  House  haye  not  tended  in  that 
direction  ;  and  although  I  fear  that  the  measure 
is  not  in  a  workable  form,  still  I  will  hope  against 
hopes  and  I  trust  that,  although  the  measure 
does  not  at  present  meet  with  my  approval,  it 
n)ay  work  out  a  better  destiny  than  I  at  the 
present  time  see  for  it.  It  is  most  desirable  that 
the  people  should  haye  local  self-goyernment ;  yet 
the  form  of  that  goyemment  should  be  better 
than  that  which  is  proposed  to  be  given  to  them 
in  the  measure  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  in  order  that  the  House 
Biay  see,  in  the  amended  Bill  as  printed,  what 
the  amendments  which  •  have  been  made  really 
are.  You,  Sir,  have  put  the  question  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  third  time  ;  and  I  think  the  best 
thing  to  do  is  to  adjourn  the  debate,  in  order 
that  the  various  amendments  which  have  been 
made  may  be  fully  known  to  honorable  members, 
before  the  Bill  is  read  a  third  time.  I  think 
that  will  be  a  proper  course  to  adopt,  for  this 
reason:  It  is  not  wise  that  this  House  should 
pass  an  important  constitutional  measure  such 
as  this,  without  each  member  seeing  the  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Bill.  I  believe  that  scarcely 
half  a  dozen  in  the  House  know  what  amend- 
ments have  been  made  in  Committee.  There- 
fore I  think  the  proper  course  would  be  to 
adjourn  the  third  reading  until  Monday.  The 
Government  can  then  bring  down  the  Bill  in 
its  amended  form,  have  it  read  a  third  time, 
and  send  it  to  the  Legislative  Council  the  same 
day.  No  time  could  possibly  be  lost,  because  the 
Bill  cannot  be  sent  to  the  Legislative  Council 
to-night.  I  tfierefore  move,  That  the  debate  be 
adjourned. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes 

Noes 

Minority  against . 


18 
29 

II 


Aybs. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Be  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Bir.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Borke, 

Mr.  Andrew, 
Mi^or  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  GKbbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 


Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole. 

TeUer*, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Stout. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Biohardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Wliitaker, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Moorhouse. 


The  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  will  not  detain  tho 
House  many  minutes.  I  wish  to  state  that, 
although  I  have  taken  no  part  while  this  Bill  has 
been  in  Committee  in  opposing  it  in  any  shape  or 
form,  yet  my  refraining  from  doing  so  has  not 
been  by  any  means  a  consent  to  the  County 
system  as  embodied  4n  this  Bill.  I  wish  also  to 
state  that  I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the 
Government  did  not  see  their  way  to  assent  to 
the  amendment  moved  bv  the  honorable  member 
for  Taieri  in  Committee  the  other  night.  I  think 
that  if  they  had  done  so,  they  would  have  enabled 
myself  and  other  members  firom  Otago,  and  the 
people  of  Otago,  to  acoept  tlio  Counties  Bill. 
I  fear  that  in  neglecting  to  take  that  wise  course, 
which  would  really  have  carried  out  their  views — 
because  it  would  have  made  the  people  partici- 
pators in  the  Act  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
system  of  local  self-government — they  have  raised 
what  they  little  dreamed  of,  and  that  which  their 
power  will  never  be  able  to  allay.  I  much  regret 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  that  respect,  and 
I  only  rise  to  state  that,  for  my  part,  as  repre- 
senting a  constituency,  my  action  in  ceasing  to 
oppose  the  Counties  Bill  after  it  passed  the  second 
reading  is  by  no  means  to  be  taken  as  a  consent 
to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  by  way  of  protest  against  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill.  I  need  not  say  anything  in  condem- 
nation of  it,  inasmuch  as  one  of  the  most  ardent 
supporters  of  the  Government,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  HokiUka  (Mr.  Barff),  has  made  a  speech 
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vbidi  ihowi  how  euj  it  it  for  ignorance,  follj,  and 
pmainplion  to  poll  dotrn,  and  how  hard  it  is  to 
mooatniei.  I  will  not  saj  how  hard  it  is  for 
wiadoai  to  reconstmct,  beamse,  in  my  opinion, 
thert  U  DO  wisdom  on  the  Goyemment  hencbes. 
I  do  Boi  intend  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House. 
I  need  only  saj  that  I  thorooehly  indorse  all  tliat 
the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  has  said ;  but 
I  do  not  feel  the  anzietj  he  does,  because  I  think 
it  will  be  a  riKhteoiu  retribution  upon  those  who 
helped  to  poll  down  the  old  Constitution,  while 
the  Qoremment  they  looked  to  is  utterly  incap- 
able of  patting  anything  suitable  in  place  of  that 
Coaatitation.  I  may  also  say,  in  passing,  that 
I  belioTo  this  new  system  of  counties,  which  is 
nipposed  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  Constitu- 
luHi,  win  nerer  work ;  and  also  that  I  do  not  yet 
admit  that  the  old  Constitution  is  gone,  inasmuch 
as  I  hare  a  firm  con?iction — and,  if  no  one  else 
nadcrtakes  to  proTe  it>  I  will  myself  endeaTour  to 
do  so  when  the  proper  time  comes — that  this 
Abolition  Act  is  utterly  illegal  and  uUra  vires, 
Botwithslanding  what  has  been  said  by  the  late 
Attomey-Genenl.  I  think  it  must  be  in  the 
iveoDeatioQ  of  the  House  that,  within  a  rery 
abort  time,  that  sentleman  has  giren  rery  con- 
fident opinions,  which  he  has  hiul  to  retract  by 
actions,  if  not  by  words ;  and  I  hare  no  doubt 
that,  before  twelre  months  hare  elapsed,  we  shall 
find  the  honorable  gentleman  going  to  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  for  a  Talidation  Act  with  re- 
gard to  abolition. 

Mr.  BEES. — In  opening  the  remarks  I  have  to 
make  apon  this  Bill,  I  think  honorable  members 
of  the  Mimstry  ouj{ht  to  see  that  it  is  impossible 
to  mr^ate  apon  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill  with- 
out haring  the  Bill  before  us.  There  have  been 
so  many  alterations  in  this  measure  itself,  and  in 
the  schedules,  in  the  proTisions  of  the  Bill,  and  in 
its  prinetples,  that  X  think  the  proposition  sug- 
geeted  by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Dancdin  City  is  but  a  reasonable  one — namely, 
that  the  Bill  as  amended  should  hare  been  circu- 
lated and  in  the  hands  of  members  prior  to  tlie 
third  reading.  This  Counties  Bill  is  the  most 
important  of  the  constitutional  measures  which 
the  Ooremment  propose  to  Take  the  place  of  the 
old  prarineial  system.  There  are  the  Counties 
Bin,  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  and  one  or 
two  other  laws  by  which  they  propose  to  All  up 
the  Taenum  caused  in  our  Constitution  by  the  de- 
itraetionof  the  proTinces  ;  and  of  all  those  mea- 
sures the  Counties  Bill  is  the  mo»t  important ; 
and  now  alter  passing  it  through  Committee,  after 
baring  amended  it  in  Tory  many  respects,  after  it 
has  b^n  reported  to  you,  sir,  and  through  you  to 
the  House,  the  third  reading  is  mo?ed  without 
the  House  baring  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
what  the  amendments  are.  Sir,  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  any  single  member  of  the  House  is 
awaie  of  the  amendments  that  hare  been  made. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  a  single  member  of  the 
Hoose  who  could  now  take  up  the  Bill  as  it  was 
first  printed  and  point  out  where  amendments 
haye  been  made,  and  especially  in  the  schedules, 
withoat  haying  those  amendments  before  him. 
In  relation  to  the  Bi^l  itself,  I  need  not  say 
that  I  shall  oppose  the  third  reading  on  the 
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same  principle  on  which  I  opposed  the  second 
reading.  I  object  altogether  to  the  Bill  because 
it  pretends  to  proyide-— I  use  the  word  **  pre- 
tends" in  its  proper  sense,  as  a  mere  pretence — 
it  pretends  to  provide  the  substitute  for  the  old 
provincial  form  of  government  by  which  what 
is  called  local  self-government  is  to  be  given  to 
the  people.  This  Counties  Bill  provides  no  self- 
government  wliatever.  It  is  not  self-government 
to  have  the  control  of  rating,  or  the  power  of 
making  roads  and  bridges.  If  that  be  self-govern- 
ment, all  the  colony  need  have  would  be  power  to 
rate  it!<elf  for  the  making  of  roads  and  bridges. 
Government  is  a  very  different  thing  from  that. 
To  put  such  a  Bill  as  this  into  law  as  providing  a 
substitute  for  the  old  provincial  system,  which 
was,  at  all  events,  a  species  of  self-government, 
and  the.only  argument  against  which  was  that  it 
was  not  distributed  enough,  as  it  were,  in  the  dif- 
ferent localities— I  say,  to  put  a  Bill  like  this 
in  its  place  seems  to  me  nothing  more  than  a 
mockery.  The  honorable  member  for  Hokitika, 
Mr.  Barff— and  I  am  sorry  there  are  not  some 
other  honorable  members  who  are  ready  to  take 
the  same  independent  position  he  took — alluded 
to  the  efforts  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames,  Sir  Gt.  Qrey,  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving this  Bill ;  and  I  was  rather  surprised  to 
see  on  the  .faces  of  one  or  two  honorable  members 
a  sort  of  laugh  in  relation  to  that  statement. 
Honorable  gentlemen  who  are  here  present  in 
this  House  will  remember  that  the  whole  of  the 
amendments,  or  nearly  the  whole  of  the  amend- 
ments which  have  been  made  in  this  Bill  while  it 
was  going  through  Committee,  were  suggested  by 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames.  I  myself 
had  the  honor  to  point  out  one  or  two  in  clauses 
which  could  not  have  been  worked  by  any  possi- 
bility without  amendment;  but  all  the  amend- 
ments which  the  G-overnment  supporters  or  the 
Government  themselves  introduced  amount  to  a 
mere  nothing,  whereas  anything  that  has  tended  to 
make  the  Bill  workable,  and  to  make  the  sections 
sensible,  has  originated  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames.  He  has  been  accused  of 
taking  up  time  unnecessarily,  of  delaying  the 
business  of  the  country,  and  of  raising  factious 
objections ;  and  yet,  in  very  many  instances,  his 
suggestions  have  been  attended  to  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  those  suggestions  have  oeen  incorpo- 
rated in  the  Bill.  And  yet  all,  the  thanks  he  gets 
is  that  he  is  accused  of  taking  up  the  time  of  the 
House ;  and  when  it  is  said  that  improvements 
are  owing  to  him,  honorable  members  are  inclined 
to  smile.  I  have  not  heard  from  any  members  of 
the  Committee  any  efforts  really  to  amend  the 
Bill,  except  those  made  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man and  one  or  two  other  persons.  As  it  stands 
now,  the  Bill  is  unworkable,  and  it  will  be  found 
that  several  of  the  sections  cannot  be  made  sense 
of  as  read  with  other  laws — that  they  will  not 
work  and  cannot  work.  I  myself  saw  one  or  two ; 
but  I  got  called  to  order  so  often  in  Committee 
for  insisting  upon  amendments,  and  was  so 
frequently  told  that  I  did  not  know  what  I  was 
speaking  about, — although  the  honorable  member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  agreed  tjiat  his  clauses  were 
wrong  and  made  amendments  in  ihem, — ^that  I 
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got  railier  tired  of  ma1[ing  siiggestionv,  and  trying 
to  make  the  Bill  workable  when  it  became  law. 
The  only  reward  I  got  was  outcries  of  "  Question, 
question/'  and  honorable  gentlemen  getting  up 
and  saying  "  Any  peraon  could  understand  the 
section,"  and  that  I  was  only  delaying  tlie  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  I  need  merely  point  to  the 
62nd  section,  which  literally  provided  that  the 
County  Council,  after  passing  certain  resolutions 
under  the  12th  section,  should  simply  act  as  a 
distributing  body  amongst  the  road  districts  and 
outlying  districts ;  when  all  the  lime  it  was  very 
obvious  that  there  was  no  machinery  for  those  j 
districts  to  receive  or  spend  any  money.  When 
Ipointcd  that  out,  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Mr.  Howe)  and  also  the  honorable  and 
gallant  member  for  Marsden  got  up  and  snid 
that  anybody  could  understand  the  section,  that 
it  was  perfectly  intelligible,  and  that  I  was  only 
obstructing  the  Committee.  Even  now,  although 
the  Postmaster-General  has  added  certain  words 
to  the  section  which  do  not  appear  in  the  copies 
of  the  Bill  which  members  now  have  in  their 
possession — namely,  that  certain  persons  should 
oe  appointed  to  spend  the  money  in  the  outlying 
districts— that  addition  will  not  make  the  section 
workable.  I  say  that  if  the  people  once  pass  a 
resolution  under  the  12th  section,  they  will  not 
take  any  trouble  in  the  matter,  because  by  that 
resolution  the  Act  will  not  oome  into  force  in 
their  district.  Some  of  my  suggestions  have,  I 
think,  been  good  suggestions,  and  I  have  heard  no 
good  arguments  against  them  ;  and  yet  they  were 
passed  by  without  any  notice  in  the  Committee. 
All  I  have  to  say  now  is,  that  any  amendments 
which  would  make  this  Bill  workable  sprung  from 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames ;  and  I 
myself  have  done  what  I  could  in  good  faith  to 
find  out  the  faults  in  the  Bill,  and  point  them 
out  in  order  that  the  Committee  might  if  possible 
make  it  a  workable  measure.  But  I  disagree 
with  the  principle  altogether.  It  does  not  give 
local  self-government  in  any  sense,  shape,  or  form. 
The  Municipal  Corporations  Act  gives  far  more 
local  self-government  than  this  Bill,  and  it  has 
been  in  force  for  many  years.  The  Boad  Boards 
hav*  (^uite  as  much  local  self-government  as  this 
Bill  gives,  and  they  have  been  in  existence  for  a 

S-eat  many  years.  All  the  difierence  between  the 
ounty  Councils  and  the  Boad  Boards  at  present 
in  existence  is  that  they  have  larger  powers  of 
borrowing,  of  levying  rates,  of  taking  charge  of 
public  libraries,  charitable  institutions,  and  places 
of  public  recreation  ;  and  that  is  all.  There  is  no- 
thing more  than  that.  I  would  ask,  is  that  giving 
real  local  self-government  to  the  people?  Tliat 
is  not  what  the  people  want.  We  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  outlying  districts  requiring 
real  local  self-government.  Why,  Sir,  the  out- 
lying districts  have  nothing  of  that  kind  provided 
in  tnis  Bill.  There  is  nothing  at  all  for  them 
here.  There  is,  indeed,  a  provision  that  they 
may  bring  themselves  under  Boad  Boards ;  but 
they  always  had  that  power.  They  could  have 
constituted  themselves  road  districts  long  before 
this  Bill  was  thought  of.  Therefore  this  measure 
proposes  no  machinery  fur  the  outlying  districts 
by  which  the  principles  of  local  self-government 


can  be  carried  out  there.     After  all  the    talk 
about  outlying  districts  being   cared   for,    and 
having  their  wants  supplied  and  their  wishes  and 
desires  attended  to,  tnere  is  not  a  word  in  this 
Bill  which  provides  for  the  outlying   districts 
anything  more  than  they  ever  had  before  under 
the  laws  now  in  existence.     I  wnnt  to  know, 
therefore,  what  the  merit  of  this  Bill  is  ;  what 
we  have  been  spending  so  much  lime  about  on 
this  Bill,  if  this  is  all  that  is  to  take  the  place 
of  the  old  Provincial   Legislatures?     If  it   at- 
tempted to  provide  for  the  outlying  districts,  and, 
in  fact,  for  all  the  districts  of  the  colony  as  it 
ought  to  do,  powers  by  which  the  people  could 
govern  themselves  in  reality,  then  there  would 
be  something  to  say  in  its  favour.     If  it  extended 
powers  to  the  Provincial  Councils,  by  which  the 
people  through  their  representatives  could  rule 
themselves,  as  they  do  in  the  Cantons  of  Switzer- 
land and  in  parts  of  the  States  of  America,  and 
as   they  did,   indeed,  under  the   old   provincial 
system,  then    something    might   be   said    in    its 
favour.     But  there  is  nothing  of  that  sort  here- 
After  all  the  time  which  we  have  devoted   to 
the  measure,  it  simply  comes  to  this :  that  New- 
Zealand  is  split  up  into  different  parts,  called 
counties,  which  have  the  power  of  levying  rates 
in   their  districts  to  make   roads  and  bridges. 
And  they  have  this  further  responsibility  wliich 
the  people  have  never  vet  had  :  that  this  House 
can  compel  them  to  levy  rates  to  make  such 
roads  and  i)ridge8  as  the  House  pleases — that  is, 
that  this  House  or  the  Governor  can  fix  upon 
certain  roads  and  bridges  to  be  made,  and  can 
then  compel   the   people   to  tax  themselves   to 
make  them.     That  is  not  a  very  great  privilege. 
I  very  much  doubt  if  the  people  will  thank  their 
representatives  for  that.     We  may  be  sure  that 
as  time  goes  on  they  will  ask  what  benefits  have 
been  given  to  them  under  this  Bill,  what  burdens 
they  will  get  relieved  from  which  were  cast  upon 
them  by  the  old  provincial  institutions.    I  am 
sure  there  is  not  a  member  of  this  House  who 
can  say  that  any  benefit  will  be  conferred  upon 
them  by  this  Bill,  or  that  they  will  be  relieved 
from  any  of  the  burdens  that  they  were  called 
upon  to  bear  under  the  old  provincial  system.     I 
say  I  entirely  object  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
and  I   do  not  like  it  to  pass  the  third  reading 
without  stating   my  objections  to  the  principles 
upon  which  it  is  framed,  and  to  the  provisions 
which   it  makes.     We   have   seen    this    session 
measures  repealed  which  were  passed  with  great 
acclamation  m  previous  sessions,  and  I  say  that 
in  some  future  session  we  shall  see  this  measure 
repealed  in  the  eame  way  as  we  have  seen  the 
Forests  Act  repealed.     That  was  the  nieaeure  of 
which  this  present  Bill  is  the  outcome.     There 
was  a  great  flourish  about  the  infrodnetion  of 
that  measure.     That  was  a  measure  which  was  to 
advance  the  country  in  material  power  in  every 
sense,  to  confer  a  lasting  benefit  upon  the  people, 
to  pay  our  debt  j  and  yet  only  two  dnys  ogo  we 
saw   it    repealed.      Although    the   Government, 
strong  as  their  hold  is  upon  their  followers,  went 
'  into  the  lobby  to  preserve  part  of  it,  ns  I  did  also, 
I  still  a  majority  of  2  to  1  were  in  favour  of  repeal- 
!  ing  it  altogether.    It  was  looked  upon  as  a  soam 
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— ^it  was  looked  upon  as  a  piece  of  deception — it 
was  looked  upon  as  a  false  principle — it  was 
looked  npon  as  inexpedient  in  the  interests  of  the 
connlry,  and  looked  upon  as  n  gross  mistake  in 
erer  having  been  passed  by  this  House  at  all. 
That  was  the  Bill  which  was  to  do  such  very 
great  things  for  the  country,  and,  as  has  been 
Tery  happily  suggested  to  mc,  which  was,  in  ad- 
dition to  ererjthing  else,  to  pay  off  the  whole 
debt  of  New  Zealand.  Here  we  have  a  Bill  which 
does  not  profess  to  do  that :  it  only  professes  to 
tax  the  people,  and  put  other  increasing  burdens 
npon  them.  Let  honorable  gentlemen  look  'at 
this  Bill.  Here  we  have  sixty  different  counties. 
This  is  doing  away  with  ProTincialism  with  a  ven- 
geance. It  does  not  do  away  with  provincial 
districts ;  it  does  not  do  away  with  all  the  bur- 
dens of  Proriucialism.  Under  the  Abolition  Act, 
it  still  keeps  in  every  province  or  provincial  dis- 
trict the  expenditure  of  provincial  funds,  and  the 
exercise  of  provincial  powers  not  by  the  elected 
Superintendents  of  the  people,  but  by  the  Gover- 
nor or  persons  appointed  by  him.  It  keeps 
everything  which  might  be  called  oppressive 
under  the  Constitution  Act  and  under  provin- 
cial existence  in  New  Zealand.  But  this  Bill  im- 
proves upon  it.  It  says  that  there  shall  be  sixty- 
five,  or  at  any  rate  between  sixty  and  seventy — I 
do  not  know  the  exact  number  of  County  Coun- 
cils ;  sixty-five  County  Chairmen  paid  out  of  the 
county  funds  ;  sixty -five  County  Treasurers,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  county  funds ;  the  travellin'g 
expenses  of  about  600  gentlemen,  who  will  be 
members  of  the  County  Councils,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  people.  This  Bill,  in  fact, 
is  an  OTcrburdening  of  debt  and  of  expenditure 
upon  the  people.  And  what  for?  Simply  to 
enable  them  to  build  a  few  bridges  and  make  a 
few  roads ;  and  when  they  refuse  to  put  their 
hands  in  their  own  pockets  to  expend  a  very 
great  amount  of  money,  then  this  House  is  to 
step  in  and  order  them  to  do  it,  and  compel 
them  to  raise  funds  in  order  to  pay  for  those 
works.  Why,  I  am  astonished  at  members  of 
this  House  voting  for  such  a  thing.  They  have  a 
sort  of  abohtion  on  the  brain.  The  whole  coun- 
try too,  during  the  last  year,  had  a  species  of 
abolition  on  the  brain.  This  was  got  up  by  two 
or  three  continually  crying  out,  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money,  and  by  the  Government 
being  strong  enough  and  borrowing  millions  to 
corrupt  the  whole  countiy.  It  is  just  the  same 
as  if  m  Great  Britain  about  £1,000,000,000  bad 
been  spent ;  and  that  would  not  be  so  much  in 
comparison  as  if  the  Ministry  of  the  day  had 
that  vrithin  a  few  years  at  its  .disposal.  The 
Government  had  all  the  gifts  of  office  in  their 
power,  with  aU  the  enormous  bribes  that  could 
be  offered  to  municipalities,  to  districts,  to  coun- 
tie8»  as  well  as  to  individuals.  Then  the  pm- 
vinoes  stood  in  the  way  of  this  tremendous 
oorrupting  power  of  the  Government ;  and  so  the 
provinces  were  doomed  to  go,  in  order  that  the 
Gfovemment  might  be  able  to  bribe,  and  the 
people  able  to  receive  bribes.  So  the  provinces 
were  doomed,  and  this  abolition  crept  up.  Why, 
the  gentlemen  who  talk  in  this  House  about  abo- 
litioD,  and  who  come  hexe  pledged  to  abolition, 


do  not  know  what  it  means.  They  have  never 
thought  about  it.  They  have  never  reasoned  the 
thing  out  in  their  own  minds.  They  have  never 
gone  to  work  to  see  what  institutions  they'  are 
doing  away  wilh,  and  what  they  intend  to  put  in 
their  place.  They  have  heard  the  cry  for  aboli- 
tion— that  the  provinces  were  in  the  way — so 
they  have  come  uero  elected  to  vote  for  abolition, 
though  they  cannot  tell  you  why.  I  could  point 
out  plenty  of  members  in  this  House  who  could 
not  give  a  single  reason  why  abolition  should  take 
effect.  I  would  undertake  to  argue  the  questiofi 
out  with  any  honorable  gentleman  in  this  House 
or  any  half-dozen,  before  any  dispassionate  um- 
pire, and  in  an  hour  I  would  show  that  they  do 
not  know  anything  about  the  subject  they  talk  on. 
If  any  half-dozen  gentlemen  choose  to  take  up  my 
challenge  outside  of  the  House,  I  am  perfectly 
prepared.  They  come  up  simply  pledged  to  their 
constituents  to  rote  for  abolition.  Surely  that  is 
but  a  poor  foundation  for  the  alteration  of  the 
whole  Constitution  of  the  country.  Why,  if  we " 
take  any  of  the  great  writers — though  I. am  sorry 
to  say  that  some  of  the  people,  who  ought  to  do 
so,  do  not  care  to  study  great  writers  or  great 
thinkers — but  if  they  will  take  the  trouble  to 
refer  to  them,  they  will  find  it  stated  that  it  is 
the  most  dangerous  thing  in  the  world  to  inter- ' 
fere  with  the  government  of  the  country.  They 
will  find  it  is  one  of  the  most  pregnant  sources  of 
disaffection.  Bacon,  for  instance,  tells  us  that  it 
is  the  most  fruitful  source  of  disaffection  and  - 
danger  in  a  country  when  the  Constitution  under 
which  the  people  have  lived  is  being  interfered 
with.  He  places  it  at  the  rery  head  and  front  of 
all  the  dftigers  to  which  a  country  may  bo  sub- 
jected. And  in  every  country  it  has  been  the 
same.  It  was  the  most  fruitful  source  of  trouble 
in  India,  and  was  the  cause  of  the  Indian  Mutiny. 
We  find,  even  where  countries  conquer  others, 
they  do  not  destroy  their  Constitution.  Bven 
when,  with  the  power  of  the  sword,  they  have 
subdued  other  countries,  they  still  leave  them 
their  government  subject  to  certain  restrictions. 
Look,  for  instance,  at  the  conquest  of  Canada  by 
the  English!  They  left  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment as  it  was  before.  Take  even  ancient  times. 
When  ancient  Powers  made  conquests,  they  nearly 
always  left  the  Constitution  to  the  country  that 
they  conquered.  Take  the  history  of  Borne, 
aud  you  will  find  that  in  nearly  every  instance 
where  any  country  became  subject  «to  the  Boman 
power  through  conquest — except  in  a  case  like 
that  of  Carthage,  where  destruction  ensued — the 
old  laws  and  the  old  government  was  still  carried 
on.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  a  great  matter  of 
amusement  to  some  honorable  gentlemen.  If 
they  would  try  and  exercise  their  brains  a  little, 
instead  of  simply  laughing  or  smiling  when  these 
things  are  spoken  of,  perhaps  it  would  be  better. 
But  the  mere  fact  of  being  pledged  to  a  certain 
cry — a  parrot  sort  of  cry — without  thinking  or 
reasoning,  seems  to  l)e  amply  sufficient  for  honor- 
able gentlemen  to  come  here  and  determinedly  to 
go  on  voting,  voting,  voting  in  the  direction  in 
which,  in  this  instance,  they  pledged  themselves. 
Of  course  honorable  gentlemen  may  say  they  were 
elected  on  a  certain  platform^  and  therefore  they 
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are  bound  to  carry  that  out.    I  can  understand 
that.    But  if  Ibafe  be  the  whole  of  it,  let  it  be 
publicly  8tat«d  so,  that  the  people  maj  know ; 
but  do  not  let  us  have  this  fact :  that  the  people 
belieTe  in  the  virtue  of  a  thing  which  they  do  not 
understand,  and  which  reaUy  has  no  yirtue  in  it. 
Under  the  old  provincial  system,  men  had  local 
self-goyemment.    They  had  the  power  of  making 
lawa  within  the  provinces.    They  had  the  power 
of  redressing  grievances  within  the  provinces.     I 
hear  some  honorable  gentleman  say  "  No."     I  do 
not  know  whether  ho  knows  anything  about  it  or 
not ;  but  if  he  will  look  at  the  (institution  Act, 
and  at  the  Constitution  of  every  province,  he  will 
see  that  the  provinces  had  the  power  of  making 
laws  and  of  governing  themselves ;  and  of  course, 
under  the  restrictions  of  the  19th  section  of  the 
Constitution  Act,  they  had  the  power  of  redress- 
ing their  own  grievances.      Why,  petitions  that 
have  oome  up  here  from  the  provinces  and  gone 
before  the.rublio    Petitions  Committee  could, 
dozens  and  scores  of  them,  have  been  properly 
treated  by   the  Provincial   Councils,  and    they 
ought  to  have  been  treated  there.     They  were 
matters  relating  to  the  province,  and  not  to  the 
whole  colony.    And  then,  in  relation  to  all  other 
things — the  daily  laws  under  which  men  had  to 
live  within  the  boundaries  of  the  distinct  pro- 
Tinoes — they  had  the  power  to  regulate  all  those 
things.    And  will  any  one  tell  me  that  in  all 
local  matters  the  Provincial  Councils  were  not 
better  fitted  to  deal  with  those  questions  than 
this  Assembly  P    What  do  we  find  here  every 
day  P    Honorable  members  from  Canterbury  say 
they  must  appeal  to  the  sense  of  justiee  of  the 
House  to  defend  Canterbury  against  other  people. 
Would  that  happen  in  the  Provincial  Council  P 
Not  at  all.    There  they  have  to  look  out  for  their 
own  business    and  their    own    matters — things 
which  in  their  own  limits  and  within  their  own 
boundaries  affect  them  and  nobody  else.     The 
same  with  Otago.    Every  day  we  hear  the  Otago 
people   complaining  bitterly    of   injustice.     We 
hear  the  same  of  Auckland.    The  people  of  Auck- 
land complain  bitterly  of  injustice  meted  out  to 
them  here.     Things  which  could  never  have  hap- 
pened in  the  Auckland  Provincial  Council  have 
happened  here  this  session.      Would  any  one 
suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  Provincial  Council 
would  take  action  in  regard  to  our  lands  such  as 
has  been  taken  here  P    Does  any  gentleman  sup- 
pose that  the  Plako  Swamp  affair  could  have 
passed    in   the   Auckland    Provincial    Council  P 
Not  at  all.      No   man    would   have   dared   to 
stand  up  there  to  propose  such  a  transaction. 
He  might  have  proposed  it,  but  he  would  very 
soon  have  found  what  the  feeling  of  the  people 
of  Auckland  and  of  the  Provincial  Council  were. 
It  is  the  same  in  regard  to  the  management  of  our 
other  local  matters.    As  I  pointed  out  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  a  Bill  was  brought  down  to  this 
House  by  which  several  gentlemen  in  Auckland, 
who  had  spent  £2,000  or  £3,000  of  their  own 
money  in  erecting  a  museum,  asked  to  be  relieved 
of  another  £2,000  or  £3,000  liability  by  being 
permitted  to  borrow  on  mortgage.     The  Bill  was 
passed  in  this  House,  but  in  another  part  of  the 
Legislature  it  was  turned  back  again.     In  the 


Auckland  Provincial  Coancil  it  would  hare  been 
passed  at  once,  because  every  one  there  knew  all 
about  it.     But  here,  when  local  matters  come  up, 
I  do  not  care  from  what  province,  they  are  de- 
cided by  members  who  know  nothing  about  them. 
Take  the  largest  province.    There  are  22  members 
from  Otago.    When  an  Otago  Provincial  Council 
matter  is  brought  up,  the  22  members  from  that 
part  of  the  country  have  66  members  against 
them — members  who  know  nothing  about   the 
matter.    The  22  members,  of  course,  are  utterly 
powerless,  if  the  others  happen  to  take  a  whim 
into  their  heads.    The  same  with  Auckland.    We 
have  20  members,  including  the  members  of  the 
Native  race.     Our  20  members  might  be  unani- 
mous ;  but  if  the  members  from  the  other  pro- 
vinces are  against  us,  our  interests  are  gone  to 
the  wind  in  a  moment.    The  honorable  members 
in  this  House  who  have  been  with  the  majority 
this  year — the  members  from  Wellington,  the 
members  from  Nelson,  and  the  members  from  the 
West  Coast—will  find  that  exactly  the  same  thing 
will  happen  to  them.    They  will  find,  when  the 
best  interests  of  their  districts  are  at  stake ;  when 
they  wunt  the  expenditure  of  public  money ;  when 
they  want  something  done   which    they  could 
easily  have  had  done  within  their  own  borders, 
they  will  come   up   here,  and  people  will  say 
naturally  enough,  not  with  any  desire  to  injure 
them,  but   simply  because  of  ignorance  of  the 
whole   subject,  "This  ought  not  to  have  been 
done  at  all.     Let  it  go."    What  have  we  had 
here  to-night  P  The  honorable  member  for  Buller 
complaining  bitterly  that    in  the  map  of  the 
counties  his  district  has  been  injured. 
Mr.  BARFF.— So  has  ours. 
Mr.  BEES.— There  is  another— the  honorable 
member  for  Hokitika,  whom,  as  I  have  said  out- 
side of  this  House  and  now  repeat,  I  was  glad  to 
hear  to-night  make  sensible  and  independent  re- 
marks about  this  very  Bill.    Honorable  members 
who  fancy,  because  they  happen  to  be  in  the 
majority  to-day,  that  they  will  be  able  to  carry 
what  they  know  to  be  for  the  interests  of  their 
districts  and  what  their  districts  have  a  right  to, 
will  find  exactly  the  same  measure  meted  out  to 
them  in  the  days  to  come.    Those  who  have  been 
in  the  past  most  favourable  to  abolition  will  be 
the  most  bitterly  opposed  to  it  in  the  future. 
Honorable  gentlemen  will  find  that  their  toes  are 
trodden  on,  that  their  sensitive  organs  are  easily 
touched.    They  will  find  that  the  true  interests 
of  their  districts  are  neglected ;  tliat   whereas, 
when  the  provincial  system  was  in  vogue,  they 
were  able,  within  the  bounds  of  their  own  pro- 
vinces, to  do  these  things  for  themselves,  they 
will  meet  with  very  scant  hope  here  of  getting 
those  things  done  for  them  which  they  know  to 
be  right.    Sir,  this  is  the  local  self-government 
which  we  are  to  have.    I  know,  from  conversa- 
tions I  have  had  vrith  members  of  this  House 
to-night,  that,  if  they  had  heard  the  arguments 
against  abolition  before  they  had  pledged  them- 
selves to  abolition  on  the  hustings,  if  they  had 
heard  the  arguments  that  have  been  used  in  the 
House  this  session,  they  never  would  have  so 
pledged  themselves.    A  great  number  of  them  say 
so ;  and  I  believe  that  those  who  do  not  say  so— 
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Mr.  BEES. — ^There  are  Bare  to  be  some  gentle- 
men Btupid  enough  not  to  feel  the  force  of  ar- 
gument. I  belieTo  that  is  quite  a  parliamentary 
ezprOMion.  Sir,  there  may  be  some  gentlemen 
vho  would  not  jield  to  argument  at  all,  and 
some  Trho  would  not  be  able  to  see  the  force  of 
argument.  I  think  there  are  honorable  members 
in  ihia  House  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  en- 
lighten; and  I  am  yery  glad  to  think  that  all 
those  are  on  the  Abolition  side.  I  ask  honorable 
members  who  came  up  here  in  this  way  pledged 
to  this  cry  and  this  sort  of  thing,  What  do  they 
expect  to  get  for  the  people,  for  their  districts 
and  their  oonstituenciee  ?  I  do  not  know  what 
they  expect  to  get,  but  I  know  what  they  will  get. 
They  wUl  get  increased  taxation,  and  will  find  the 
wanta  and  wishes  of  their  constituencies  utterly 
neglected.  They  will  gradually  see  this ;  and  they 
will  see  in  this  House  a  Ministrj  utterly  over- 
worked in  attempting  to  canr  on  the  bnjiness  of 
the  country ;  and  things  will  be  passed  by  in  a 
rash  and  hurry  in  order  tliat  gentlemen  may  get 
to  their  homes.  We  have  been  four  months 
here,  and  what  have  we  done?  We  have  not 
got  the  GK)Temraent  financial  measures  before  us 
yet. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE.— Why  not  ? 

Mr.  BEES.— Ask  the  GoTemment,  ''Why 
not?"  The  honorable  member  for  Christchuroh 
mjB  it  is  imr  &ult. 

Mr.  PYKE.— So  it  is. 

Mr.  BEES.— I  think  the  ^oouxacy  of  that 
honorable  gentleman's  assertions  generally  is 
pretty  well  known  to  this  House.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  a  single  member  of  tliis  House 
who,  if  the  honoralue  member  were  to  go  on 
assertuBg  a  thing  all  night,  would  belieye  it  a  bit 
more  than  if*  he  had  held  his  tongue.  I  think 
aome  honorable  members  themselves  have  taken 
up  a  certain  amount  of  time  in  being  called  to 
order  in  this  House.  Why,  Sir,  honorable  mem- 
bers really  should  not  expose  themselyes  to  the 
ridicule  which  comes  upon  *hera.  Of  course, 
we  who  are  here  know  their  little  idiosyncracies 
and  peculiarities;  but  they  have  got  to  such  a 
pitch  that,  however  ridiculous  they  may  make 
themselres,  or  whatever  objects  they  may  make 
themselves,  they  cannot  bring  themselves  lower 
in  the  estimation  of  most  honorable  members 
than  they  already  stand.  But  in  a  deliberative 
Assembly  it  is  a  pity  to  hear  honorable  gentle- 
men make  such  statements,  or  be  guilty,  in  fiict, 
of  such  acts  as  some  of  these  gentlemen  are. 

Mr.  FYKE.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Is 
the  honorable  member  justified  in  making  such 
assertions  ?  Is  he  justified  in  chareing  honorable 
members  with  making  statements  wat  are  not  to 
be  relied  upon  ? 

Mr.  SPEAXEB.— I  am  bound  to  say  I  think 
the  honorable  member  has  been  transgressing. 
Of  course,  remaiks  of  this  kind  only  lead  to 
retorts;  and  they  cannot  form  part  of  an  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  BEES. — With  your  permission,  Sir,  I  will 
find  in  the  debates  of  the  House  of  Oommons 
sod  the  House  of  Lords  far  stronger  remarks 
than  those  I  have  used.    I  would  hke  to  know 


what  you  would  define  as  transgressing,  if  you 
permit  me  to  ask. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- It  is  a  thing  which  cannot 
be  defined  ;  it  is  a  matter  of  taste.  I  have  said, 
and  I  do  think,  that  the  honorable  member,  in 
making  personal  allusions  of  this  kind,  is  trans- 
gressing usual  parliamentaiy  etiquette. 

Mr.  KEES. — ^AU  I  can  say  is,  I  do  so  in  com- 
pany with  Pitt  and  Burke,  and  the  greatest  men 
in  the  British  Parliament.  I  will  pioduce,  if 
necessary,  torms  ton  times  as  strong.  As  to  a 
matter  of  tasto,  I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  take 
whatever  verdict  the  public  or  educated  gentle- 
men may  give  upon  my  tasto.  Sir,  if  I  am  to  bo 
called  to  order  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunstan  in  this  way,  when  I  am  simply  reply- 
ing to  interruptions  from  him,  I  would  hke  to 
know  what  form  of  speech  I  am  to  use  here; 
or  any  one  else.  If  you  rule  I  am  out  of  order, 
I  am  bound  to  accept  your  ruling. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  ruled  the  honorable 
member  out  of  order,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to 
explain  the  reason  why  I  did  so. 

Mr.  BEES.— I  will  not  repeat  the  statements 
I  have  made.  I  do  not  know  to  what  yon  address 
your  ruling,  that  I  am  out  of  order,  Sir.  The 
honorable  member  is  even  now  interrupting  me, 
and  such  interruptions,  when  I  am  speaking,  are 
indecorous.  I  am  a  member  of  this  House,  and 
represent  a  constituency ;  and  if  I  am  not  to  ex- 
press, within  parliamentary  bounds,  the  ideas  and 
views  I  have,  I  will  leave  this  Obamber.  If  that 
is  to  be  the  position  of  honorable  members  here, 
the  sooner  they  go  to  their  constituencies,  it  seems 
to  me,  the  bettor.  I  was  stating  that  honorable 
members  put  themselves  in  a  position  which  other 
members  of  this  House  may  be  sorry  to  see  them 
take  up.  I  am  sure  that  we  have  not  been  in 
the  House  this  session  without  seeing  that,  and 
acknowledging  it.  I  ask  why  it  is  that  there  has 
been  no  single  important  measure,  except  this 
Counties  Bill,  decided  within  this  four  months  ? 
We  have  been  nearly  four  months  here.  Wliere 
is  the  Government  finance  ?  We  know  nothing 
about  it.  The  Premier  was  going  to  make  a 
financial  statement  to-night;  but  instead  of  Uiat, 
what  has  he  done  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbkbbb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BEES.— I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  honor- 
able member.  He  is  not  often  here  to  say  "  Hear, 
hear.*'  He  seldom  comes  here  but  to  intorject 
**  Hear,  hear,"  in  a  very  loud  voice,  and  I  do  not 
think  he  takes  much  part  in  the  business  of  the 
House.  

Mr.  PYKE.— Not  in  wasting  time. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  do  not  know  what  the  honor- 
able member  may  consider  a  waste  of  time.  If 
there  be  a  waste  of  time,  it  is  to  see  the  Ministry 
going  on  month  after  month  without  being  pre- 
pared to  bring  before  the  House  even  the  finan- 
cial measures  requisite  to  carry  on  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  I  say  this  is  evidence  of 
one  of  two  things.  It  is  evidence  that  the  Go- 
vernment do  not  intend  to  bring  forward  their 
finances  till  the  last  moment,  in  order  that  they 
may  rush  them  through  at  the  last ;  or  evidence 
that  the  business  of  this  House  cannot  be  got 
through  within  a  moderate  time.    Why,  there 
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has  not  been  an  Order  Paper  on  any  daj  which 
has  not  been  groaning  beneath  financial  and  local 
matters.  Any  honorable  gentleman  can  see  who 
chooses  to  look  at  the  Order  Paper  even  for 
to-day,  that  moro  than  three-fourths  of  the 
measures  are  local,  not  prirate  exactly,  bat  local 
measures  that  ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils.  The  business  of  the  House  will 
be  loaded  by  bringing  all  these  provincial  and 
local  matters  here ;  and  that  means  an  accumula- 
tion of  business  which  honorable  members  will  not 
be  able  to  get  through  in  six  months.  After  all, 
it  may  be  that  we  shall  have  the  House  sitting 
here  to  repeal  the  Abolition  of  the  Provinces  Act, 
the  Abolition  policy,  the  County  policy,  and  all 
these  other  policies.  We  shall  have,  I  believe, 
the  business  of  the  House  dragging  for  six  or 
seven  months  every  year ;  and  tlie  consequence 
will  be  that  members  will  not  be  able  to  afford  to 
represent  their  constituencies — they  will  not  be 
able  to  afford  the  time.  Such  gentlemen  as  those 
who  are  here  now,  professional  men  and  business 
men,  will  not  be  able  to  give  up  six  months  of 
the  year  to  represent  their  constituents.  They 
will  have  to  gfve  it  up  ;  and  the  representation  of 
the  people  will  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  those 
who  come  here  to  make  a  trade  of  it,  or  those 
who  come  here  absolutely  independent  of  all  cir- 
cumstances— that  class  is  but  a  very  small  one  in 
the  colony — who  will  give  up  their  time  for  the 
public  good.  This,  I  suppose,  is  the  benefit  we 
are  to  obtain  from  the  Abolition  policy ;  and  at 
the  same  time  we  are  to  have  the  whole  adminis- 
tration of  everything  centred  in  the  Ministry  here 
in  Wellington.  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  about 
local  self-government  as  distributing  everything 
among  the  people ;  but  there  is  no  distribution  in 
local  self-government  such  as  this  provided  by 
the  Bill.  There  is  no  care  of  the  gaols,  or  of  the 
police,  or  of  any  departments.  Their  manage- 
ment is  not  put  upon  the  country  ;  but  every- 
thing will  have  to  be  done  in  Wellington.  Pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  hospitals;  but  I  believe 
that  has  been  done  because  they  will  entail 
expense.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  to 
bo  controlled  locally  or  not.  Eleemosynary  aid 
is  to  bo  given  simply  because  the  Government 
will  not  retain  the  expense  of  them.  That  is  all. 
The  conduct  of  affairs  and  the  government  of  New 
Zealand  must  always  take  a  great  deal  moro  time 
than  in  any  other  colony,  owing  to  the  number  of 
centres  of  population  ;  and  yet  we  shall  all  have 
to  be  governed  from  Wellington.  Those  who  are 
determined  to  carry  out  this  principle  of  abolition 
would  be*  wise  first  of  all  to  see  what  benefit  they 
are  to  gain  for  New  Zealand,  what  benefits  they 
are  to  gain  for  their  districts,  what  benefits  they 
are  to  gain  for  their  constituents.  I  say  none.  It 
ia  for  these  reasons  I  have  objected,  do  object, 
and  always  shall  object,  to  this  Counties  Bill,  or 
to  any  measure  which  does  away  with  the  pro- 
vincial system  ;  because  by  doing  so  it  takes  away 
the  real  local  self-government  given  by  the  Con- 
stitution Act.  Sir,  I  appeal  again  to  the  fact 
that  next  week  we  shall  have  been  four  months 
here,  and  actually  to-night  is  the  first  night  upon 
which  we  are  to  receive  the  Financial  Statement 
of  the  Government.    We  have  not  got  into  Com- 


mittee on  the  Waste  Lands  Btll.  We  have  only 
just  got  through  the  Cotmtios  Bill ;  and  (here  are 
four  or  five  important  Bills  of  the  Government 
required  yet  to  make  their  new  Constitution. 
What  we  have  done  has  taken  four  months,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  how  long  it  is  going  to  take 
to  get  through.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  the 
Opposition  take  up  the  time  of  the  Ilouse  ;  but  if 
all  the  Opposition  had  walked  out  of  the  House, 
and  the  other  members  had  remained  and  did 
their  duty,  they  would  certainly  have  disagreed 
in  Committee  about  the  clauses  in  this  Bill — that 
is,  if  they  desired  to  sec  it  framed  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  country  could  be  governed  by 
it.  If  passing  Bills  is  simply  to  cover  sheets  afid 
pages  with  printed  matter,  and  to  get  through 
Bills  with  a  great  number  of  clauses  without  con- 
sidering what  the  effect  of  them  would  be,  that  is 
an  easv  matter,  and  the  Committee  would  get 
througli  any  amount  of  Bills  in  a  week  ;  but  this 
is  a  question  of  securing  the  proper  government 
of  the  people,  and  we  are  here,  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  to  see  that  the  laws  passed 
and  the  measures  here  adopted  are  such  as  will 
conduce  to  the  public  welfare  and  the  proper 
carrying  on  of  the  gorernraent  of  this  country. 
Wo  are  making  a  new,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  a 
dreadfully  retrograde  step.  We  are  not  taking 
a  step  in  advance,  not  promoting  the  liberties  of 
the  people  in  any  respect  whctever.  We  are 
taking  away  rights  fi'om  the  people,  conferring  a 
franchise  upon  property,  and  destroying  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  We  are  taking  away  the 
liberties  of  the  people  altogether  by  this  Bill. 
An  honorable  member  says  "  No."  I  do  not 
think  he  knows  very  much  about  it,  or  else  he 
would  not  say  so.  There  is  a  very  old  saying 
in  the  Bible,  but  it  will  not  apply,  of  course,  to 
any  honorable  member :  "  The  way  of  a  fool  is 
right  in  his  own  eyes."  I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
the  honorable  member  appropriates  it.  If  this 
Bill  is  paesed,  I  believe  it  will  be  relegated 
to  the  waste -paper  basket  before  very  long; 
because  I  do  not  believe  that  the  people,  with 
the  advanced  political  education  they  have  re- 
ceived, will  accept  such  a  sham  as  this  in 
lieu  of  their  old  institutions.  I  believe  that 
even  the  members  of  this  House  who  vote  for 
this  Bill  will  yet  see  the  difficulties  it  will  pro- 
duce, and  will  not  expect  the  people  to  be  go- 
verned by  it.  The  Bill,  in  mj  belief,  is  bad.  I 
have  tried  to  make  it  workable  in  many  parts  in 
which  I  believed  there  were  errors,  so  that  they 
might  be  remedied.  I  have  not  seen  the  Govern- * 
ment  very  willing  in  many  cases  to  accept  my 
advice,  although  in  the  end  they  have  taken  the 
hints  given  to  them,  and  to  some  extent  made  the 
alterations  suggested  to  them/  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  amendment  would  make  this  Bill  satis- 
factory to  the  people,  who  have  been  told,  over 
and  over  again,  that  abolition  of  Provincialism 
was  to  give  them  very  increased  power,  and  they 
have  looked  for  it.  They  would  fain  believe  that 
what  had  been  done  will  be  for  their  benefit  and 
not  for  their  harm,  not  the  restoration  of  their 
liberty  but  the  extension  of  it.  When  they 
find,  Sir,  that  they  have  been  deceived  in  their 
expeotatioDB,  and  when  the  hopes  which  they 
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have  formed  bare  faded  into  thin  air,  tbey  will 
naturally  be  indignant.  We  can  only  expect 
that  tbat  will  be  the  result.  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  pass  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill.  I 
]iope,  if  it  is  to  be  passed,  Ihnt  those  who  rote 
against  it  will  call  for  a  division,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  seen  who  the  members  were  that  foresaw 
the  failure  of  the  concern,  and  hnd  the  courage 
to  stick  to  their  convictions  until  the  end. 

Mr.  BEID. — I  would  just  like  to  say  one  or 
two  wordd  before  I  am  called  on  to  giro  my  vote 
on  this  question.     I  cannot  say  that  I  am  enam- 
oured with  this  Bill;   it  would  be  reiy  strange 
indeed  if  I  were  so.     I  look  upon  it,  Sir,  that  tlie 
Bill  will  not  supply  the  place  of  the  institutions 
that  we  have  swept  away.    But,  at  the  same  time, 
having,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  done  everything 
1  could  to  prevent  the  change  that  this  House  has 
determined  on  ;  and  having  been  unsuccessful  in 
nay  efforts  in  that  direction,  I  then  endeavoured, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  shape  this  Bill  in 
accordance  witli  my  views  i  but  I  must  say  that 
in  that  respect  I  have  also  been  unsuccessful. 
I  cannot  agree  to  have  no  intermediate  form  of 
government  between  this  House  and  the  people.  ^ 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  must  say  my  po-* 
■ition  has  been  a  very   difficult  one,    because  I 
Tecognized   in   this   Assembly   three   parties.     I 
recognized  the  Abolition  party,  who  are  desirous 
of  giving  some  form  of  government  between  the 
central   Government  and  the  Boad  Boards,  or 
rather  the  people,  because  the  Road  Boards  in 
the  Province  of  Otago  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
carry  out  a  system  of  government  that  the  pro- 
vincial form  of  government  had  to  carry  out.    I 
recognize^  another   party,   composed    partly  of 
Abohtionistfl  and  partly  of  Provincialists,  who, 
seeing  that  we  are  to  have  abolition,  are  pre- 
pared to  have  nothing  between  the  people  and 
this    House.     I    recognize    that    as    the   party 
who  wish    to    have   a    common  purse   for  the 
colony.     Well,  Sir,  I  am  not  prepared  for  that 
position.     I  recognize  that   the  districts  of  the 
colony  should  still  retain  control  over  the  reve- 
nue.    Having  failed  to  carry  out  my  Qwii  views, 
I  was  forced  to  accept  that  which  comes  nearest 
to  them,  even  this  poor  form  of  government,  as 
'    I  would  call  it,  even  this  poor  and  insignificant, 
and  I  fear  useless  form  of  government,  as  between 
the  people  and  this  House.     Sir,  this  Bill  does 
not  give  the  revenue,  but  it  provides    the  ma- 
chinery whereby  the  revenue  can  be  expended. 
There  are  other  Bills  yet  to  come  before  the 
House,  and  we  shall  have  the  power,  each  accord- 
ing to  his  ability,  of  urging  our  views  as  to  what 
revenue  should  remain  available  for  these  bodies. 
J  could  have  wished  that  we  had  been  allowed,  in 
the  province  from  which  I  come,  to  have  had  a 
Boa^  of  Works.     I  could  have  wished  that  we 
had  been  allowed  so  much  :  for  I  conscientiously 
believe  and  am   persuaded  that  that   Board   of 
Works  would  have  been  a  more  effective  form  of 
government,  a  more  economical  form  of  govern- 
ment, one  that  would  have  given  greater  satisfac- 
tion to  the  people,  and  which  would  have  provided 
a  machinery  oi  governmentfor  the  whole  districts. 
If  any  district  chooses  not  to  come  under  thii 
BiJJ,  how  are  we  left  ?     We  are  left  with  one 


part  of  the  country  under  a  form  of  govemmcnti 
and  another  part  of  the  country  without  any 
government  at  all  between  it  and  Centralism.     It 
is  possible  that  there  may  be  parts  of  the  country 
that  will  not  come  in.     I  would  say  with  regard 
to  this  Bill  that  there  are  one  or  two  of  its  pro- 
visions that  will  require  very  great  care  on  the 
part  of  Ministers  when  forming  these  counties  j 
and  one   of   these  parts   is   that   which  relates 
to  the  division  of  the  counties  into  ridings.     I 
hope  the  Government  will  take  very  great  care  as 
to  that  matter,  before  issuing  the  necessary  Pro- 
clamation— that  they  will  not  be  guided  entirely 
by  professional  men  or  surveyors,  but  that  they 
.will  be  guided  by  the  opinion  of  the  people  them- 
selves.    It  would  be  well  to  have  Committees 
formed,  and  to  allow  the  Committees  of  the  dis- 
tricts to  give  their  opinion.     Let  the  ratepayers 
of  the  districts  have  some  voice  in  the  division  of 
the   counties  into  ridings.    Another  important 
section  of  the  Bill  is  that  which  limits  the  num- 
ber of  ridings  to  nine.     I  think  that  that  provi- 
sion will  tend  very  greatly  to  prevent  the  union 
of  districts;  for  how  can  you  expect  two  coun- 
ties of  any  area  to  unite  and  still  only  retain  the 
same  number  of  representatives  at  the  County 
Boards?     I  fear  that  the  provincial   system  is 
pretty  well  aboUshed.     I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to 
that  fact.     Some  are  more  sanguine  than  mjself, 
and  perhaps  their  views  are  more  correct.     If  the 
provincial  svstem  is  abolished,  I  venture  to  say 
that  gradually  we  shall  work  back  to  something 
that  will  very  closely  resemble  it.    I  believe  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  will  not  meet  the  require- 
ments of  this  country,  which  is  altogether  dif- 
ferent from  any  country  that  we  have  to  conopare 
with  it  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  afl&irs. 
All  our  large  communities  are  remote  from  the 
centre,  and  are  more  important  than  this  centre 
in  regard  to  the  larger  interests  of  the  communities 
that  have  to  be  cared  for.    I  say  these  remote 
centres  will  never  consent  to'  have  their  affairs 
administered  from  here,  and  have  nothing  left  to 
them  but  such  powers  as  arc  given  under  this 
Counties  Bill.     You  will  find  that  the  counties, 
when  established,  will  at  once  agitate  for  more 
power  of  local  control  than  is  given  by  this  Bill. 
That  greater  power  will  have  to  be  given,  I  be- 
lieve, to  such  bodies  as  I  in  common  with  others 
endeavoured  to  urge  the  Government  and  this 
House  to  give  now — namely.  Boards  of  Works. 
These  Boanls  of  Works  would  be  advantageous  to 
the  Government  itself — would  be  advantageous 
in  the  way  of  giving  advice  on  many  matters, 
and  assistance  in  opening  up  the  waste  lands  by 
forming  roads   to  them,  which    these   separate 
counties  could  not  undertake.     There  are  many 
matters  which  I  need  not  enumerate  now  which 
would  be  \erj  well  left  to  the  control  of  these 
Boards.     I  believe  that  Parliament,  after  we  have 
had  a  little  experience  of  counties,  will  go  in  that 
direction.     I  am  loth  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House,   as  more  important  business  will  come 
before  us  to-night ;  but  I  was  not  prepared  to  go 
to  a  division  without  giving  these  reasons  for  the 
vote  which  I  shall  give,     i  intend  to  vote  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill,  although  I  cannot  say 
that  I  very  much  approve  of  it.   -         ' 


80 


Counties  Bill. 


[HOUSE.] 


Counties  Bill, 


[Oct.  6 


Mr.  HENBY. — I  am  not  now  going  to  trouble 
honorable  members  with  my  opinions  on  this 
Bill.  I  hare  only  to  eay  that  I  cannot  support  a 
thing  which  has  done  so  much  damage  to  my  con- 
stituents. I  say  that  in  order  to  explain  the 
rote  which  I  shall  ffive. 

Mr.  SHEEHA]>r.>-The  Opposition  are  now 
ayailing  themselres  of  a  fair  parliamentary  priri- 
lege — that,  I  mean  of  speaking  shortly  on  this 
measure  on  the  motion  for  reading  it  a  third 
Ume.  This  is  a  priTilege  which  exists  in  all 
legislatire  Assemblies,  in  the  interest  of  the 
GoTemment  as  well  as  in  the  interest  of  the 
Opposition.  We  are  now  arriyed  at  the  end  of 
two  years'  consideration  of  the  Abolition  Bill, 
and  the  upshot  of  it  all  is  this  tatterdemalion 
business — this  Counties  Bill.  I  am  reminded  of 
one  of  the  first  lines  that  one  learns  in  the  Latin 
language— 

"  Parturiunt  montes,  osseetor  ridiculos  mna." 
This  Bill  is  the  result  of  the  great  labour  of 
the  Assembly  for  tliree  sessions.  I  take  leave 
to  say  that  next  session  of  this  Assembly  we 
shall  be  more  proyinoial  than  ever.  The  people 
will  have  had  experience  of  the  operation  of 
this  Counties  Bill,  and  their  representatives  will 
come  back  here  pledged,  I  believe,  to  repeal 
it  bodily,  in  the  same  way  that  the^  repealed 
the  measure  which  led  to  the  Abohtion  ques- 
tion being  raised.  What  a  commentary  was  our 
last  night's  proceedings  upon  a  measure  which 
created  so  much  mischief,  which  paralyzed  public 
business — a  measure  which  kept  us  from  scruti- 
nizing the  finance  of  the  colony,  which  sheltered 
the  Public  Works  system  from  investigation ! 
That  measure  passed  away  last  night  almost 
without  a  groan — dropped,  1  may  say,  out  of  ex- 
istence ;  and  even  those  who  were  supporters  of 
the  Bill  had  not  the  decency  to  shed  a  tear. 
Some  two  years  ogo,  the  game  of  the  arch- 
performer  was  nearly  played  oat,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  stir  up  some  new  sensation  whereby 
the  pubUo  of  the  colony  should  be  diverted  and 
kept  from  its  real  business  —  some  Will-o'-the- 
wisp,  some  igniafatuita  which  would  divert  the 
public  attention  from  public  affairs.  We  know 
the  stoiy  of  it  now.  We  know  perfectly  well 
that  it  was  not  a  matter  of  three  hours'  considera- 
tion with  the  honorable  gentlemen  then  on  the 
QoTemment  benches,  whether  or  not  they  should 
adopt  the  Abolition  policy.  We  know  that  "  the 
power  behind  the  tlirone"  canvassed  honorable 
members  of  this  House  in  the  lobbies,  and  ascer- 
tained that  there  were  forty  members  of  this 
House  who  were  prepared  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  abolition,  and  the  Government  got 
three  hours  to  decide  as  to  the  course  they 
would  take.  Within  those  three  hours,  the 
leading  spirit  of  the  colony,  the  initiator  of  the 
Public  Works  policy  and  the  author  of  our  publio 
debt,  determined  to  pitch  over  the  party  who 
put  him  into  power.  He  came  down  with  his 
announcement,  which  passed  like  a  fiash  of  light- 
ning from  one  part  of  the  House  to  the  other. 
What  can  you  expect  from  an  Abolition  scheme 
which  originated  in  this  wayp  Nothing  but 
the  confusion,  nothing  but  the  abuse,  notbins 
but  the  misrepresentation  and  misfortune  which 


have  followed  ever  since.  And  now.  Sir,  I  sup- 
pose, we  have  abolition!  There  are  some  plea- 
sant results  which  will  flow  to  certain  people 
in  this  Assembly,  and  to  a  certain  class  in  the 
community.  The  democratic  Provincial  Councils, 
composed  of  people  from  the  middle  classes  of 
the  colony,  which  controlled  and  regulated  the 
waste  lands  of  their  ownproyinces,  are  no  more. 
This  House  and  another  Cnamber  will  henceforth 
deal  with  the  waste  lands  of  the  colony.  Thej 
will  settle  the  terms  upon  which  the  squatters 
shall  hold  their  runs ;  and  you  may  depend  upon 
it  the  determination  of  these  bodies  will  not  be 
favourable  to  the  settlement  of  the  country  by 
a  large  population.  The  grand  crime  of  the 
provinces  was  that  they  stood  between  the  Colo- 
nial GoYcmment  and  the  people.  That  was 
their  besetting  sin.  And  what  haye  you  done 
now  ?  You  have  created  sixty-three  small  pro- 
vinces, every  one  of  which  will,  in  that  respect, 
proye  to  be  a  greater  thorn  in  the  side  ox  the 
Government  tluin  the  original  provinces.  And 
what  have  you  done  further?  You  have  de- 
termined that  the  Chairmen  of  these  County 
Councils  shall  not  have  seats  in  this  House.  1 
belieye  the  Committee  has  come  to  that  decision. 
An  honorable  member  near  me  sa;^s  that  the 
limitation  is,  "if  they  have  salaries."  Well, 
that  really  amounts  to  the  same  thing,  because 
you  will  find  it  impossible  to  get  gentlemen  to 
perform  the  duties  of  Chairmen  of  County 
Councils  unless  they  are  remunerated  for  loss  of 
time ;  and  in  the  end  it  will  come  to  this  :  that 
you  will  immensely  and  prejudicially  limit  the 
area  from  which  the  members  of  this  House  will 
be  selected,  because  the  best  men  in  the  country 
will  be  found  occupying  the  chair  in  the  County 
Councils ;  and  if  the^  accept  salaries,  they  are  to 
be  debarred  from  taking  seats  in  this  House. 

Mr.  PYKE.— That  is  altered. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  am  glad  to  hear  that ;  but 
the  sins  of  this  Bill  are  so  numerous  that  the 
mere  fact  of  this  not  being  a  siu,  does  not,  to  my 
mind,  entitle  the  measure  to  absolution.  It  was 
also  alleged  agunst  the  proyinces,  that,  by  their 
log-rolling  in  Uiis  Assembly,  they  prevented  any- 
thing like  good  party  government  in  this  House. 
Now,  I  ask,  will  not  the  loff-rolling  be  greatly  in-  , 
creased  in  the  future?  The  yery  fact  that  the 
members  who  came  from  the  provinces  repre- 
sented a  large  area  of  country,  enabled  them  to 
take  a  larger  and  broader  view  of  public  questions 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  taken ;  and  I 
say  now  that  under  this  new  systemyou  will  find 
it  difficult  to  get  members  of  this  House  to  take 
anything  larger  than  a  parish  view  of  matters. 
Am  I  to  believe  that  we  shall  have  less  log-rolling  ? 

Mr.  PYKE.— Yes. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Then  I  can  only  say  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  takes  a  fiir  more 
sanguine  view  than  I  do  of  the  future  of  this 
House.    The  only  difference  is  that,  whereas  the 

Provinces  rolled  logs  of  good  sound  t  imber,  we  shall 
ave  here  dwarfed  and  useless  trunks — useless  for 
any  other  purpose  than  drawing  money  from  the 
Public  Treasury.  There  is  no  occasion  to  draw 
attention  to  the  Harbour  Board  Bills,  because 
they  speak  for  themselves  on  the  Order  Paper ; 
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but  let  me  mfer  to  another  matter.    It  was  one  of 
the  tins  of  the  proTinoes  that  they  had  the  auda- 
citj  to  borrow.    They  borrowed  with  revenue,  and 
the  colonj  borrowed  without  it.    But  what  have 
we  done  ?    Why,  Sir,  for  the  last  two  years  to 
eTeiy  organization  that  wo  hare  created  for  the 
purpose  of  goreming  the  colony — whether  it  be 
counties.  Harbour  Boards,  or  other  corporations — 
we  have  g^iven  powers  to  borrow  far  beyond  their 
means  of  payment.     It  was  a  crime  on  the  part  of 
the  proTinces,  but  it  is  a  blessing  and  a  matter  of 
praise  on  the  part  of  the  counties.    The  greatest 
crime  of  the  proTinoes,  however,  was  this :  that 
they  retained  the  regulation  and  sale  of  their 
waste  lands.    They  determined    to    administer 
them,  not  for  the  benefit  of  a  class,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  people.     Had  they  chosen  to 
part  with  the  public  estate,  to  have  made  friends 
with  "the  mammon   of  unrighteousness,"  they 
would  have  been  in  existence  now.     Whaterer 
else  they  did,  they  prevented  linything  like  job- 
beiy  with  the  public  estate,  and  to  that  they  owe 
their  decease.    It  has  been  said  that  the  people 
have  asked  for  this  measure.    I  say  they  have  not. 
The  whole  of  the  proceedings  which  have  culmi- 
nated in  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill  form  the 
most  striking  instance  of  gross  misrepresentation 
and  fraudulent  profession  that  I  have  ever  seen. 
What  were  we  told  last  year  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  P    Liberal  largess  was  to  be  distributed 
amongst  the  Boad  Boards  and  counties ;  but  when 
you  look  at  their  statements  of  this  year,  you 
find  that  all  these  magnificent  promises  have  dis- 
appeared, and  that  in  all  their  proceedings,  while 
they  give  with  one  hand  they  take  away  with  the 
other.    I  say  that  if  the  people  had  known  before 
the  last  general  election  wnat  value  was  to  be 
attached  to  the  professions  of  the  Qovemment, 
instead  of  having  a  majority  of  members  in  favour 
of  abolition,  there  would  have  been  a  large  ma- 
jority in  favour  of  maintaining  matters  as  they 
were.    We  have  a  ease  in  point  in  the  question  of 
education.     I  have  •  vivid  recollection  of  the 
glowing  programme  put  before  the  country  last 
year  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.    Amongst  other 
things,  we  were  tp  have  free  education.    I  know 
that  in  the  thinly  populated   districts   of  the 
North,  where  the  lana  is  held  in  small  areas,  and 
where  a  difficulty  is  felt  in  mamtaining  thoir  edu- 
cational afiairs  on  a  proper  footing,  that  promise 
6a.d  more  for  abolition  than  anything  else.    But 
now  the  people  find  that  all  these  promises  are 
absc^utely  broken,  and  that  they  are  no  better  off 
than  they  were  before  the  Abolition  question  was 
broached.      One  recommendation  in   favour  of 
abolition  was  that  we  were  to  effect  a  great  saving 
by  abolishing  the  cost  of  provincial  administra- 
tion.   That  statement  was  made  in  this  House  by 
the  late  Premier,  Sir  Julius  Yogel;  it  was  re- 
peated by  other  Ministers,  and  has  been  referred 
to  orer  and  over  again  by  Abolition  members  in 
this  House.    Nothing  can  give  one  a  better  idea 
of  the  utter  hopelessness  of  convincing  people  by 
facts  and  arguments  than  the  persistent  reitera- 
tion of  this  statement ;  but  I  will  undertake  to 
say  thaty  by  the  end  of  twelve  months  from  the 
piesent  time,  the  cost  of  governing  the  colony 
under  thia  new  system  will  be  four  times  the  cost 
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of  the  provincial  system.  The  colony  will  be  one 
mass  of  paid  officials.  Tou  cannot  expect  the 
Chairmen  of  these  County  Councils  to  do  their 
work  without  payment ;  and  if  you  expect  mem- 
bers of  the  Councils  to  travel  thirty  or  forty  miles 
to  attend  the  Council  meetings  without  being 
paid  for  it,  all  I  can  say  is  that  you  have  a  hieher 
estimate  of  human  nature  than  I  have.  You 
will  have  to  pay  the  Chairmen  of  these  sixty- 
three  Councils ;  you  will  have  to  pay  engineers, 
clerks,  secretaries,  solicitors — every  step  you  take 
in  the  direction  of  opening  up  the  country  will 
add  enormously  to  the  expense.  Sir,  the  people 
have  asked  for  bread — p^itical  bread — and  we 
have  given  them,  in  this  Counties  Bill  a  stone, 
about  as  tough  a  bit  of  granite  as  they  ever  got ; 
and  they  will  not  discover  its  indigestible  quali- 
ties until  they  try  to  swallow  it.  I  simply  rose 
to  speak  now  because  I  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  1 
can  fairly  say  that  I  did  not  attempt  to  stop  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  in  Committee,  but  I  did  not 
like  to  see  it  go  to  the  third  reading  without  ex- 
pressing my  opinion.  I  say  now,  that  the  whole 
thing  is  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  Instead  of  being 
the  outcome  of  a  statesmanlike  policy,  it  was 
brought  down  in  a  fit  of  temper ;  the  most  delu- 
sive promises  were  given  ;  we  know  that  already 
a  great  many  of  these  promises  have  been  delibe- 
rately broken,  and  of  those  that  remain  not  a 
tithe  will  ever  be  carried  out.  I  feel  confident 
that  in  the  course  of  another  year  or  two  we  shall 
travel  back  to  the  place  whence  we  came.  It 
will  be  found  impossible  to  govern  this  countiy 
satisfactorily  from  one  centre.  We  may  not  have 
separation  ;  we  may  not  have  two  colonies ;  but 
in  spite  of  the  Abolition  proposal,  and  in  spite 
of  tne  Counties  Bill,  we  shall  have  restored  to 
us  the  power  of  governing  ourselves  in  the 
centres  of  population  without  having  occasion 
to*  come  to  this  Assembly  in  Wellington  to  dis- 
cuss every  petty  matter,  as  the  Ghovernment 
now  propose  to  make  us  come.  I  believe  this 
Bill,  m  its  present  shape,  is  a  vast  improvement 
upon  the  measure  which  was  first  brought  down. 
When  we  look  back  upon  the  position  the  GK>- 
vemment  has  taken  up  in  regard  to  this  matter ; 
when  we  compare  the  statements  of  the  late  Pre- 
mier, Sir  Julius  Yogel,  in  introducing  the  Aboli- 
tion resolutions  of  1874,  with  the  proposal  of  his 
colleagues  in  1876,  and  compare  these  in  turn 
with  his  own  proposals  of  1876,  wo  are  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that,  up  to  within  three  or  four 
days  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  made  up  their  minds  what  they 
were  going  to  do.  They  were  feeling  their  way 
blindly  in  the  dark.  We  all  remember  last 
session  that,  in  addition  to  the  Abolition  of 
Provinces  Act,  we  had  before  us  another  measure 
which  occupied  considerable  space  in  honorable 
members'ipigeon-holes.  I  mean  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill.  And  what  became  of  that  BUI  P  We 
have  heard  nothing  of  it  since.  All  the  time  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  was  awav,  nothing  whatever  was 
done  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  what  institu- 
tions should  be  put  in  the  place  of  the  abolished 
provinces.  Ministers  had  done  absolutely  nothing, 
and  proposed  to  do  nothing,  until  the  late  Premier 
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Buggeeted  the  County  system.  I  can  only  sa^ 
that,  without  being  at  all  deeirouB  of  asserting  it 
presumpiuotisly,  I  do  not  beliere  that  Ministers 
set  themselves  to  the  task  of  considering  this 
matter  until  about  a  month  before  the  House 
met.  When  I  consider  what  effect  this  measure 
will  hare  on  the  people  in  the  course  of  the 
next  few  months ;  when  I  look  at  the  measure 
we  are  called  upon  to  put  into  operation ;  when 
I  see,  as  I  do  see,  the  immense  disappointment 
the  people  will  feel  when  they  think  of  what  they 
expected  to  get  and  what  they  will  get,  I  feel 
certain  that  the  whole  colony  will  pronounce  but 
one  judgment  on  this  measure  and  the  whole  of 
the  proposals :  that  is,  that  they  wore  simply 
fraudulent  misrepresentations  from  the  start; 
that  the  originators  of  them  did  not  seek  the  real 
good  of  the  colony  or  the  adyancemeiit  of  the 
public  interests,  but  that,  over  and  above  these 
thin^,  they  have  preferred  class  and  personal 
considerations.  It  will  be  found  that  they  would 
not  stop  short  at  abolishing  the  provinces,  but 
that  they  would  abolish  anything  in  order  to 
preserve  those  particular  institutions  which  they 
value  far  above  the  public  institutions  of  the 
colony.  Sir,  a  measure  begotten  and  carried  out 
in  this  way  can  only  come  to  an  untimely  end, 
and  I  am  certain  that  will  be  the  fate  of  this  one ; 
but  I  feel  deeply  the  losses  and  the  disappoint- 
ments which  the  people  will  have  to  put  up  with 
between  this  time  and  the  opening  of  their  eyes 
which  I  am  certain  will  take  place.  We  have 
what  is  called  "responsible  government."  By 
some  fiction,  Ministers  are  supposed  to  be  respon- 
sible for  their  actions.  I  can  understand  respon- 
sible government  as  it  exists  in  Turkey.  If  a 
Minister  there  commits  himself,  he  is  soon  dis- 
posed of  by  means  of  a  bowstring.  But  what  is 
done  in  such  an  event  here?  Minicters  do  all 
sorts  of  thines — destroy  the  public  finance,  for 
instance — and  next  year  we  pass  a  vote  of  wapt 
of  confidence  in  them,  and  toey  are  required  to 
go  out  and  make  room  for  other  and  better  men. 

An  Hon.  Mbmseb.— And  then  a  Bill  of  Indem- 
nity is  brouffht  in. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  —  Yes ;  then  there  is  a 
Bill  of  Indemnity.  That  is  what  is  called  re- 
sponsible government.  Why  there  has  been 
no  responsible  government  for  the  last  seven 
years.  It  is  impossible  to  speak  in  this  House 
of  the  Government  without  giving  unnecessary 
pain;  I  have  been  speaking  of  the  "Govern* 
ment"  to-night,  and  I  have  included  in  that 
term  one  or  two  gentleman  who  were  members 
of  the  Ministry  last  year,  one  or  two  who  were 
members  during  the  previous  year,  and  one  or 
two  who  were  members  in  the  year  before  that 
again.  This  is  like  the  polypus — ^vou  cut  off  one 
head  and  another  grows  in  its  place.  We  have 
heard  a  great  deal  about  the  Immigration  and 
Public  Works  policy,  and  I  have  only  to  say, 
with  regard  to  it,  that,  but  for  it,  we  should  have 
had  something  like  pure  party  government.  I 
say  now  with  all  sincerity,  that,  Provincialist  as 
I  am,  if  I  thought  the  adoption  of  the  Abolition 
policy  would  lead  to  the  existence  of  two  defined 
parties  in  this  House,  I  would  give  it  my  sup- 
port.   But  it  is  impossible  that  it  can  do  bo. 


There  are  already  the  conflicting  intezvsts  of  t 
North,  Soui^i,  and  centre,  and  these  will  be  zn\ 
tiplied  by  this  system.  I  suppose.  Sir,  there 
nothing  for  it  but  to  read  the  Bill  a  third  timi 
we  may  as  well  do  that.  It  is  an  unpleaaant  do 
to  have  to  swallow,  and  we  may  aa  well  swallci 
it.  A  proposal  to  read  the  Bill  a  third  time  th 
day  six  months  would,  I  feel  confident,  not  1 
carried;  and  there  is  no  occasion,  I  think,  i 
make  an  unnecessary  motion  like  that,  when  jc 
cannot  expect  any  good  result  from  it.  I  thin 
the  Opposition  wUl  have  done  its  duty  bj  enteric 
its  protest  against  the  third  .reading  or  the  Bil 
and  dividing  the  House  on  it.  I  hope.  Sir,  to  ae 
you  fill  the  chair  which  you  now  occupj  for  tfa 
remainder  of  this  Parliament ;  and  aa  certainly  a 
you  were  called  upon  last  night  to  put  the  ques 
tion  to  the  House  that  the  SUte  Forests  BiJ 
should  be  repealed,  so  surely  do  I  feel  that,  if  toi 
continue  to  occupy  that  chair,  you  will,  befon 
the  end  of  the  present  Parliament,  be  csdled  upoi 
to  put  the  question  to  the  House,  that  the  Abo- 
lition of  Provinces  Act  be  also  repealed. 

Mr.   BURNS.— Sir,  I   wish   to    aay    one    or 
two  words  before  this  matter  goes  any  further. 
I  do  not  like  this  measure,  and  1  am  certain 
my  constituents  do  not  like  it.     At  the  same 
time,  as  I  said  on  the  occasion  of  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  if  the  House  chooses    to 
read  it  a  second  time,  I   vrill    not   oppose    it 
on  the  third  reading.    I  feel  that  1  am  bound 
now  to  vote  for  the  third  reading  of  iihe  Bill, 
unpalatable  as  it  may  be.    It  is  a  great  pity  that 
the  House  did  not  agree  to  the  veiy  moderate  and 
temperate  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Taieri — namely,  to  let  the   whole  Province    of 
Otago  choose  for  itself  whether  it  will  be  divided 
into  counties  or  not.    I  think.  Sir,  and  I  say  it 
with  sorrow,  that  by  doing  so  this  House  would 
have  been  doing  a  very  wise  thing.     That  course 
would  have  tended  to  allay  a  great  deal  of  the 
strong  feeling  that  exists  in  Otago  now  and  will 
exist  still.    As  far  as  my  own  constituency  is  con- 
cerned, I  am  afraid  this  matter  will  not  be  easily 
arranged,  because  this  House  has  simply  blotted 
that  constituency  out  of  existence.    Tliis  House 
has  divided  my  constituency  into  two  parts,  one 
of  which  has   been  assigned    to  the  County  of 
Waikouaiti,   and   the   other  to   the  Ciounty  of 
Taieri,  and   I  am  certain  that  neither  of  those 
counties  will  like  to  be  joined  to  my  district.     I 
had   a    difficulty    with  regard    to   the.  district 
which  I  represent.    It  was  my  intention  to  move 
that  there  should  be  a  fresh  county ;  but  I  felt 
myself  to  be  in  a  difficulty,  because  I  thoogfat  the 
House  would  have  allowed  the  whole  Frovince  of 
Otago  to  stand,  in  order  that  the  people  might 
cut  it  up  themselves.    From  the  late  date  of  the 
Government  laying  the  maps  showing  the  county 
boundaries  on  the  table,  I  was  unable  to  get  my 
constituents  to  express  their  opinion  as  to  how 
the  county  should  be  framed,  and  it  was  ahnost 
impossible  for  me  to  get  up  in  this  House  and 
propose  anything  of  tlie  kind.    If  the  Counties 
of  Waikouaiti  and  Taieri  agree  to  take  in  my 
district,  I  feel  certain  that  the  three  will  never 
agree  together.     I  feel   that  if  I  were  to  rote 
against  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  I  should  be 
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doing  an  injusfetoe.  Before  I  nt  doirn  I  wish  to 
make  one  remark  on  what  fell  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  the  other  night, 
and  to  put  mjself  right.  I  told  the  honorable 
member  that  I  beliered  he  knew  nothing  about 
the  matter ;  and  neither  did  he — ^not  more  than 
mjself  at  any  rate.  I  saw  that  neither  he  nor 
mjself  knew  wliat  our  oonstttuencies  would  con- 
eider  the  proper  boundaries  to  adopt.  At  the 
time,  I  saw  that  the  honorable  gentleman  rais- 
nndefstood  me,  but  I  did  not  ehoose  to  make  an j 
Inrther  remark  at  the  time.  If  I  had  been  cer- 
tain what  mj  constituents  thought  regarding  this 
matter,  I  ivould  have  taken  immediate  action  in 
the  House.  I  think  it  is  a  great  pitj,  and  I  am 
sure  the  House  will  jet  regret  it,  that  we  did  not 
leave  the  whole  prorince  as  it  was,  and  allow 
the  people  to  settle  these  boundaries  themselres. 
That  would  hare  been  one  great  means  of  sooth- 
ing Uie  feelings  of  irritation  that  exist.  The  yerj 
fiict  of  the  people  themselres  being  called  upon 
to  form  these  boundaries  would  l^ye  been  the 
most  effeotual  waj  of  doing  this.  Now,  Sir,  the 
House  has  taken  thiB  position,  that  it  has  itself 
formed  theee  boundaries,  and  it  will  not  be  such  an 
easj  matter  to  get  rid  of  these  boundaries — that 
ii^  eyen  supposing  that  the  peoi^e  take  up  these 
ooanties  at  all.  I  saj  this  with  regret,  because 
members  outside  our  proyinoe  do  not  belieye 
that  the  amount  of  irritation  exists  which  reallj 
does  exist.  I  can  assure  them  that  a  great 
amount  of  strong  feelingi^xists,  and  it  is  to  be  re- 

Estted  that  the  rerj  reasonable  request  of  the 
norable  member  lor  Taieri  was  not  agreed  to. 
I  feel  that  the  onlj  course  left  for  me  now  is  to 
vole  lor  the  third  reading ;  because  I  consider  it 
would  be  wrong  to  leaye  the  eountrj  now  in  the 
position  that  there  is  nothing  to  stand  betwean 
the  people  and  the  central  Gk>yemment. 

16.  BOLLESTON.^ir,  I  do  not  feel  that  I 
oan  rote  for  this  measure.  I  shall  not  eudeayour 
to  enter  upon  the  arguments  that  have  been 
adduced  on  the  yarious  stages  of  this  Bill,  but  I 
do  not  think  I  should  be  true  to  mj  own  opinions, 
if  when  the  division  took  place  I  were  to  vote  for 
the  Bill.  I  belieye  that  this  Bill  will  not  answer 
the  expectations  of  the  House.  I  beliere  there  is 
floaroelj  anj  member  of  this  House  who  reallj 
cordially  agrees  with  the  Bill.  I  think  that  this 
Bill  wHl  not  satisfy  the  countrj,  and  I  belieye  it 
does  not  even  satisfy  Ministers  themselves.  Tlie 
fvineipal  object  of  Uiis  Bill,  and  that  which  the 
eountij  looked  for  in  the  Bill,  waa  local  self-go- 
vernment. Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  the  Bill 
•uppUes  that  in  an  j  shape  or  form  in  which  the 
people  expect  it.  The  people  were  led  to  expect 
not  onlj  local  self-govemmentk  but  also  substan- 
tial reyenues  and  independent  fuoctiont  that  thej 
were  to  exercise  themselves.  I  do  not  think  this 
Bin  gives  that  independence  and  local  self-govern- 
ment that  will  be  looked  for  bj  the  people  at 
lane,  espeoiallj  in  the  South.  The  scheme  was 
looked  upon  in  the  South,  at  all  evente,  as  one 
which  would  give  a  fair  distribution  of  the  land 
nvenue  to  the  sdveral  districts.  I  believe  that 
the  form  which  I  proposed  to  the  House  of  modi- 
ied  ProrinflialiBm--extending  to  the  old  pro- 
jiooe^    the    boundariei    of   the  conntiee  that 


were  to  be  created — ^was  the  onlj  possible  form 
which  would  secure  the  proper  distribution  of 
the  land  revenues  in  those  districts  in  which 
tlie  land  revenue  has  hitherto  arisen.  For 
jears  past  the  land  revenue  has  not  been  evenlj 
distributed  in  the  particular  road  districts  in 
which  it  arises ;  and  nothing  but  some  general 
system,  under  a  bodj  seleot^  from  the  whole 
of  the  districts,  coidd  possibly  secure  a  fair 
distribution  of  the  land  revenue  in  the  future. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  Province  of  Oanterburj 
at  least  will  be  grievooslj  disappointed  at  the  re- 
sult of  this  Bill.  Sir,  I  am  sorrj  that  I  cannot 
vote  for  the  Bill.  I  feel,  however,  that  in  the 
Bill  there  is  one  clause  which  is  really  tlie  point 
of  th»^Bi]l,  and  that  is  the  205th  clause,  which 
provides  that,  in  all  cases  where  sufficient  provi- 
sion is  not  made  in  this  Bill  for  the  objects  of  the 
Bill,  the  Governor  in  Council  may  make  that 
provision.  I  do  not  think  that,  as  a  rule,  that  is 
at  all  a  satisfactory  arrangement,  but  the  mean- 
ing of  it  in  this  case  is,  that  neither  the  Go- 
vernment nor  the  House  is  satisfied  with  the 
Bill,  and  that  they  are  going  to  leave  with  the 
gentlemen  on  those  benches  the  responsibility  of 
working  out  a  system  of  local  self-government 
during  the  recess.  Everytliing  depends  upon  the 
adminbtration  during  the  recess,  and  very  little, 
I  am  sorry  to  think,  will  depend  upon  the 
merits  of  this  Bill.  I  shall  vote  against  tne  third 
reading. 

Sir  a.  GBEY.—I  will  still  ask,  is  there  no 
means  of  getting  this  debate  adjourned  ?  I  feel 
that  the  subject  is  one  of  the  greatest  public  im- 
portance. 

Mr.  SPBAiCfiB.— It  is  open  to  the  honorable 
member  to  move  that  the  debate  be  adjourned. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— Unless  the  Ghovernment  will 
consent  to  that,  I  fear  it  is  hopeless  to  move  it. 
I  would  point  out  that  the  whole  delay  to-night 
originated  in  one  member  of  the  Government 
being  determined  to  take  a  certain  portion  of 
country  into  a  county  in  which  he  had  a  very 
large  interest  himself,  and  after  a  yeiy  long 
period  of  time  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  that 
attempt  in  a  great  part.  Now  I  desire  myself  to 
address  the  House  on  this  subject,  and  a  great 
many  other  honorable  members  would  like  to  do 
so,  if  time  were  allowed  them.  I  submit  that 
it  is  not  respectful  to  the  country  to  hurry 
through  such  an  ixnportant  measure  at  such  an 
hour  of  the  night.  I  believe  it  is  veij  unusual  to 
take  the  third  reading  of  an  important  measure 
of  this  kind  immediately  after  the  Committee 
has  made  its  report,  and  when  alterations  have 
been  made  which  no  one  can  bear  in  mind.  I 
think  the  whole  thing  is  very  irregular,  and  cer- 
tainly the  fault  is  not  with  the  Opposition.  I  do 
trust  that  the  Government,  who  caused  the  delay, 
will  now  allow  the  debate  to  be  adjourned. 
Moving  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  will  give 
the  Treasurer  an  opportunity  of  making  his 
finanmal  statement,  and  on  Monday  this  matter 
can  be  settled.  If  there  is  the  least  hope  of  the 
Government  assenting,  I  would  do  that. 

Major  ATKINSON.— If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  finished  his  speeoh,  perhaps  I  mil  be 
able  to  say  something. 
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Sir  Q-.  GBEY. — ^I  move  the  adjoummeofc  of 
the  Hoiue. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  the  Goyernment  will  not  oonsent  to 
that. 

Sir  Qt,  GEE  Y.-— I  beg  to  more.  That  the  House 
do  now  adjourn.  I  shall  press  that  to  the  TOte, 
and,  if  it  is  lost,  I  can  speac  afterwards. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.-- The  honorable  gentleman 
will  not  be  able  to  speak  afterwards. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
negatiyed. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I  think  the  proposal 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  that 
the  debate  should  be  adjourned,  is  in  itself  a 
yery  reasonable  one.  The  ordinary  course  is 
that,  after  amendments  haye  been  made  in 
a  Bill,  at  leait  one  day  is  allowed  before 
the  report  is  agreed  to.  In  a  measure  of 
such  importance  as  this,  I  think  it  is  a  ereat 

5ity  that  this  course  has  been  departed  from, 
'here  is  no  doubt  whateyer  that  the  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Bill  are  much  beyond  mere 
technical  and  unimportant  amendments;  and 
therefore  I  urge  on  the  Goyernment  the  desir- 
ability of  giying  still  further  time  for  honorable 
members  to  express  their  yiews  on  such  a  measure, 
and  particularly  when  the  Bill  itself  may  be 
before  them  in  its  complete  form,  so  that  they 
can  really  understand  the  bearing  of  the  amend- 
ments. I  beg  to  moye,  That  the  debate  be  now 
adjourned. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  belieye  I  can  now  speak  on 
this  question.  I  think  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
journed, in  order  that  so  important  a  matter  may 
fairly  be  spoken  to  by  honorable  members.  I 
haye  pointed  out  that  we  are  not  responsible  for 
the  delay,  and  that  therefore  we  are  entitled  to 
the  priyilege  of  an  adjournment.  I  think  that 
the  nwtter  is  one  of  yery  great  importance  in- 
deed ;  because,  in  truth,  every  yestige  of  self-eo- 
yemment  is  about  to  be  swept  away  from  this 
country.  I  wish  to  point  out,  as  one  reason  why 
an  adjournment  should  take  place  to  enable 
honorable  members  to  make  representations  on 
this  subject,  that  we  have  none  of  the  priyileges 
now  left  to  us  which  are  usually  enjoyed  by 
British  subjects.  The  Premier  laaghs  at  that ; 
but  it  is  a  sad  truth,  and  no  one  knows  it  better 
in  his  heart  than  he  does  himself.  I  would  point 
out  that  we  haye  not  an  hereditaiy  monarch  in 
this  country;  that  we  haye  not  an  hereditary 
Upper  House,  nor  haye  we  an  elective  Upper 
House.  We  have  here,  as  a  superior  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  one  of  a  form  known  in  hardly 
any  pnurt  of  the  British  possessions,  and  in  yery 
few  countries  in  the  world.  Secondly,  in  this 
Assembly  we  haye  not  the  ordinary  priyileges 
possessed  by  British  subjects  generally  through- 
out the  Empire,  because  property  returns  to  Uiis 
House,  from  the  power  which  it  possesses  of 
voting,  in  various  electoral  districts,  an  undue 
numMT  of  members.  That  is  one  most  impor- 
tant question.  In  that  respect,  we  are  deficient 
of  that  amount  of  representation  which  is  ordi- 
narily enjoyed  by  Her  Majesty's  subjects.  Ne- 
oessarily,  as  a  consequence  of  that,  the  taxation 
of  this  country  is  an  unequal  taxation,    It  is  a 


taxation  which  does  not  fall  upon  individuals  in 
proportion  to  their  wealth,  or  to  the  advantacpes 
which  they  enjoy.  It  is  a  taxation  to  which  all 
contribute  nearly  equally  —  the  poor  and  rich 
alike.  Then,  from  property  bavinff  an  ondae 
power  and  representation  in  this  House,  those 
taxes  are  unfiiirly  expended.  They  are  expended 
principally  for  the  benefit  of  a  dass.  Now,  yoa 
will  see,  Sir,  that  under  this  Counties  Bill  as  it 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  very  loth  to  interrupt 
the  honorable  member,  but  in  the  question  of 
adjournment  of  the  debate  it  is  desirable  and 
usual  that  honorable  members  should  confine 
themselves  to  reasons  for  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — ^I  must  yield  to  your  ruling. 
Sir ;  but  I  thought  no  stronger  arguments  cou& 
be  adduced  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
than  those  I  was  using.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  those  arguments  were  clearly  proving  that 
it  was  desirabk  honorable  gentlemen  should  haye 
an  opportunity  of  addressing  this  House  at  length 
upon  such  an  important  subject.  If  I  am  ror- 
bidden  to  make  such  remarks,  I  cannot  help 
myself;  but  I  must  say  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  has  been  little  courteous  to  me. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  think  the  Premier 
should,  in  a  courteous,  gentlemanlike  manner, 
have  answered  my  question,  instead  of  plunging 
me  into  considerable  difficulty  by  sayug  that 
when  I  had  done  my  speech  he  would  make  a 
reply.  That  embarrassed  me,  and  prevented  me 
from  making  the  speech  which  I  was  entitled  to 
make,  and  deprived  me  of  the  answer  which  I 
think,  by  all  rules  of  parliamentary  courtesy,  I 
was  entitled  to  have  g^iven  me.  It  is  not  only 
on  this  question,  but  on  many  others,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  treated  myself  and 
other  honorable  members  with  a  want  of  oour* 
tesy,  and  with  a  want  of  parliamentary  custom 
and  latitude,  which  I  thinx  is  humiliating,  and 
certainly  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  honorable 
gentlemen.  But  if  I  am  obUged  to  be  subjected 
to  treatment  of  that  kind,  and  shut  out  firom  the 
observations  I  think  I  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
make,  nothing  remains  for  me  but  to  sit  down, 
protesting  against  the  course  pursued. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— When  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  was  speaking  to  the  question  of 
the  third  reading,  he  seemed  to  be  placed  in  a 
difliculty  by  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  not  replying  in  that  manner 
which  he  had  a  right  to  expect.  Therefore,  in 
order  to  give  the  honorable  gentleman  a  chance 
of  speaking  to  the  question,  I  think  it  would  be 
as  well  for  some  honorable  member  to  move,  when 
the  question  of  adjournment  is  disposed  of,  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  this  day  six  months. 
I  shall  therefore  move  the  amendment  when  this 
question  is  dispoied  of. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
negatiyed. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— I  now  move,  Sir,  That  this 
Bill  be  read  a  third  time  this  day  six  months ; 
and  I  take  the  opportunity  of  uttering  my  protest 
asainst  this  Bill,  and  against  the  circumstances 
wnioh  have  giyen  rise  to  it    I  consider  thftt  tbe 
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ooantty  haa  been  deluded,  and  thftfc  members 
were  not  retamed  to  the  Honae  to  carry  out 
this  purpose.  I  laj  many  of  the  members  of 
the  late  Parliament  betrayed  their  constituents. 
The  fact  of  my  being  here  prores  that  they 
did  so ;  and  it  is  {tuther  prored  by  the  fiact  of 
other  members  from  the  district  nom  which  I 
oome  being  here  also,  and  holding  the  Tiews  we 
do.  But  it  is  not  neeessaiy  for  me  to  eo  into  the 
matter  now.  The  hour  b  late,  and  I  know  the 
honorable  gentleman  for  the  Thames  is  anxious 
to  address  the  House.  X  shall,  therefore,  con- 
dude  by  uttering  my  protest  against  the  Bill,  and 
dedarinff  that  I  will  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  FISHBB.— As  I  hare  paired  upon  this 
question,  and  there  may  be  some  misunderstand- 
ing  with  regard  to  my  rote,  I  beg  to  say  that,  if 
I  were  to  TOte  to-nisht,  I  should  Tote  against  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill,  as  I  did  against  the 
second  reading.  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  alto- 
gether, and  that  it  will  not  answer  the  purpose 
required,  while  it  will  land  the  country  in  a  state 
of  confunon.  I  merely  mention  this  because,-  as 
I  paired  onoe  before,  and  my  pair  was  .not  re- 
eoided,  I  do  not  wish  my  motires,  of  which  I  am 
not  ashamed,  to  be  mistaken.  I  wish  it  to  be 
known  that  I  Tote  against  this  Bill,  and  do  not  at 
all  beHere  in  it. 

Sir  Gt,  GRBY.-r-Sir,  I  now  resume  the  remarks 
I  was  making  when  you  stopped  me.  I  was 
remaridng  fthat  taxation  was  in  this  country 
imposed  by  a  majority  sent  here  by  property,  and 
not  in  proportion  to  population;  that  taxation 
was  BO  imposed  that  its  incidence  fell  upon  the 
masses,  and  that  property  was  left  almost  un- 
touched. This  Counties  Bill,  which  pretends  to 
be  an  instrament  created  for  the  purpose  of 
giTing  self-goTemment  to  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try, increases  that  disadmntage.  *  It  is  possible, 
under  its  proyisions,  that  whilst  a  man  with  small 
property  has  but  one  rote  in  a  county,  a  man 
witn  considerable  means  may  possess  forty-fire 
rotes  in  returning  members  to  the  CouneiL  And 
then,  what  I  beliere  will  be  deemed  incredible  in 
other  countries,  while  property  takes  from  the 

r>le  at  large  moneys  raised  from  the  masses 
unfair  taxation,  considerable  subsidies  are 
to  be  gixen  from  the  moneys  so  raised  to  the 
County  CouBoils  to  be  expended  again  by  pro- 
pexij,  and  not  in  fair  proportion  to  the  con- 
tribution by  the  people  at  larse.  It  was  one 
remarkable  feature  in  the  old  system  of  Pro- 
▼ineial  Goremments,  that  there  were  Gorem- 
ments  throughout  the  country  eleoted  with  a 
tolerable  degree  of  fairness,  influenced  by  no  class 
feeling,  and  baring  the  inestimable  priVilege  that 
the  laws  passed  by  them  did  not  trarel  out 
of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  to  be  con- 
firmed— a  piirilege  enjoyed  by  no  other  coun- 
trj  under  the  British  Crown.  Sir,  you  must  not 
imagine,  and  the  country  must  not  imsgine, 
that  this  question  of  the  abdition  of  Provin- 
cial Councils  is  one  in  which  New  Zealand  alone 
is  concerned.  Many  other  parte  of  the  British 
Empire  were  looking  to  New  Zealand  to  see  how 
institutions  of  that  kind  worked,  beliering  that 
they  miffht  even  be  adrantaffeously  intr^nced 
within  &e  limits  of  the  British  Islands.    It  will 


now  be  said,  from  the  example  apparently  giren 
in  New  Zealand,  that  people  ralue  institutions  of 
this  kind  so  little,  ana  care  so  little  for  liberty 
and  freedom,  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  giro 
them  to  the  inhabitants  of  portions  of  the  British 
Islands  who  would  gladly  ask  for  them  if  placed 
in  their  power.  I  am  Uiorouehly  conrinced  in 
my  own  mind  that  means  hare  been  taken  to  in- 
fluence the  opinions  of  some  of  the  statesmen  of 
this  country  to  lead  them  to  adopt  the  conclusion 
they  hare  adopted  in  regard  to  these  institutions, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  goring  an  example  to 
other  portions  of  the  Empire,  which  would  en- 
able statesmen  at  home  hostile  to  such  institu- 
tions to  declare  that  such  institutions  were  use- 
less. I  regret  to  say  that,  in  my  firm  belief — 
and  I  amy  this  with  no  intention  of  wounding  or 
giving  offence,  but  believing  it  is  a  duty  laid  upon 
me  to  make  such  a  statement  calmly  and  dehbe- 
rately — I  believe  that  unfair  means  have  been  had 
recourse  to,  to  lead  the  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
trv  blindly  to  surrender  themselves  to  a  guidance 
which  was  leading  them  into  that  course  by  which 
their  free  institutions  were  taken  from  them.  Of 
that  we  can  look  for  no  more  marked  instance 
than  the  memorandum  recently  addressed  by  the 
Premier  to  the  Gbvemor  of  this  colony,  circu- 
lated throughout  the  country  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  encouragiuff  those  who  were  bent  upon 
abolition,  and  of  discouraging  those  who  were 
strnggUnff  for  their  rights  —  a  memorandum 
characterised  by  a  want  of  aocunusj  which,  on  the 
part  of  a  Government,  I  think  was  shameful — a 
memorandum  characterized  by  boldness  of  state- 
ments wanting  in  that  rigid  regard  for  truth 
which  such  statements  ought  to  have — a  memo- 
randum misleading  in  itself — a  memorandum 
which  the  Governor  of  this  country  was  in- 
duced to  forward  under  his  own  name  and 
under  his  own  signature,  when.  Sir,  he  ought 
to  have  been  taught  to  have  shrunk  from  fol- 
lowing such  a  course.  I  say  we  could  have 
had  no  better  instance  than  that  of  the  unfair 
means  taken  to  induce  the  people  of  this  countiy 
either  to  ask  for  abolition,  or  to  accept  it  as  an 
evil  from  which  they  could  not  escape — to  lead 
them  to  believe  that  their  Sovereign  had  assented 
to  a  law  by  a  positive  statement  that  she  had 
done  so,  to  which  law  those  who  made  that  state- 
ment knew  she  never  had  given  her  assent — ^to 
lead  the  people  to  believe  that  the  great  Law 
Ofllcers  ot  the  C^wn  in  England,  men  well 
versed  and  practised  in  such  subjects,  had  de- 
clared that  this  Assembly  had  power  to  do  that 
which  it  attempted  to  do,  while  those  who  made 
that  statement  well  knew  that  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  in  England  never  gave  an  opinion  of 
the  kind.  A  statement  of  that  kind  must  have 
encouraged  those  who  were  pressing  on  to  gain 
an  object  which  they  knew  would  give  them  great 
advantage,  and  must  have  discouraaed  those  who 
contended  against  such  objects,  who  desired  to 
remain  loyal  subjects  to  their  Queen,  and  to  do 
nothing  contrary  to  that  which  the  law  required 
from  them.  But  this  is  not  the  only  instance  of 
such  proceedings.  As  has  been  verv  well  pointed 
out  bv  the  honorable  member  for  Rodney,  bribes 
have  been  held  oat  to  coantict}  to  municipalities, 
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and  to  Boad  Boarda — ^promites  made  which  were 
not  to  be  fulfilled,  and  which,  in  mj  heart  I  be- 
iieye,  those  who  made  them  knew,  at  the  time 
they  were  so  making  them,  thej  could  not  fulfil — 
promisee  now  being  made  which  I  am  eqaalW 
certain  thej  cannot  cany  out — promises  which 
would  lead  connties  to  believe  that  for  the  next 
fire  years  thej  are  sure  of  certain  advantages 
promised  to  them,  bat  which  those  who  made  the 
promises  know  cannot  be  performed.  They  know 
the  weight  of  debt  which  overloads  and  over- 
shadows this  colony.  They  know  the  state  of 
their  finances.  They  know  they  cannot  fulfil  the 
pledges  which  this  Bill  would  appear  to  contain. 
All  these  conetderations  make  me  feel  that  it  u 
tlie  bounden  duty  of  every  man  who  cares  about 
hie  country — every  man  who  values  public  rights, 
public  honor,  and  public  welfare — to  vote  against 
the  third  reading  of  this  Bill.  And  I  say  that 
those  too  who  believe  that  this  measure  amounts 
to  nothing  ought  still  to  vote  against  it,  because, 
after  all  tlie  improvement  they  have  made  in  it,  it 
is  but  a  sham.    I  say  that,  because  I  believe  the 

Srovincial  system  is  not  yet  abolished.  I  believe, 
iffering  from  many  others,  that  before  this 
eession  has  dosed,  the  Gk>vemment  themselves 
will  gladly  make  abolition  permissive.  I  believe 
that  they  vrill  thank  me  for  the  measure  I  have 
introduced,  and  will  gladly  accept  it ;  and  I  be- 
lieve that,  once  it  is  left  to  the  provinces  them- 
■elves  to  determine  whether  their  existence  shall 
now  end  or  not,  it  will  be  found  that  several  will 
dedine  to  commit  sdf-destruction.  Such,  Sir,  is 
not  only  my  hope  but  my  belief — my  firm  antici- 
pation. I  think  the  GK>vernment  themselves 
must  have  felt  that  they  have  entered  upon  a 
course  of  difficulty  which  they  little  calculated 
they  would  have  to  encounter,  when  they  first 
undertook  to  carry  out  the  plan  which  they  are 
now  trying  to  force  upon  the  country.  They  may 
lely  upon  it  that  difficulties  are  arising  in  the 
South,  and  will  arise  in  the  North,  which  will 
prevent  their  success  in  the  schemes  they  have 
undertaken.  They  may  rely  upon  it  that  within 
the  next  few  days  appeals  will  be  made  by  tele- 
graph to  the  Homo  Government  which  will 
compel  instructions  to  be  given  to  the  Gk>vemor 
of  this  country  differing  from  thoee  which  would 
suit  the  views  of  the  gentlemen  who  sit  upon  the 
Qovemment  benches.  They  may  rdy  upon  it 
that  within  a  few  weeks  many  men  in  New 
Zealand  will  feel  that  a  time  is  coming,  and 
that  reiy  quickly,  when  great  names  are  to  be 
made,  which  will  last  for  ever  in  the  history  of 
this  countrf ;  and  they  will  find  that  all  that 
is  noble,  aU  that  is  good,  and  all  that  desires 
greatness  will  spring  forth  upon  this  occasion, 
and  will  leave  an  imperishable  renown  behind 
them.  Within  the  next  few  months  those  names 
must  be  determined  which  will  for  ever  live  in 
the  history  of  New  Zealand ;  and  men  knowing 
that  will  not  be  slow  to  acquit  themsdves  as 
great  and  good  men  should  do  in  the  difficulties 
which  are  about  to  come.  I  cannot  ooncdve  the 
infatuation  which  has  led  men  on  in  the  course 
which  this  Ghovemment  have  adopted.  I  cannot 
ooncdve  how  they  can  justify  Uiemsdves  in 
suuiy  acts  they  have  peifinmied.     How  could 


men  submit  simply  to  occupy  those  benches 
the  will  of  a  single  man  for  whom  they  were 
provide  an  office  in  England  in  recognition 
their  having  been  placed  in  tlie  posts  wliich   th 
hold?     How,  Sir,  can  they  bring  themselves 
try  to  take  from  their  fellow-men  rights  wlii 
their  country  conferred  upon  them?      How  c: 
they  bring  themselves  to  hurry  on  unfaii-lj  ai 
unjustly  proceedings  which  they  have   rcsolv) 
to  carry  out?     Why  (ry  to  stifle  this   debate 
Why  not  have  allowed  an  adjournment,  so  th 
on  Monday  next  those  who  desire  it   oould  hai 
spoken  their  sentiments  on  the  subject  to  the 
constituents  and  their  fellow-countrymen  in  Ne 
2iealand?    Why  tyrannically  use  a  m^oritj  i 
this  House  to  rob  us  of  a  right  which  all  d< 
liberative  Assemblies  possess — me  right  of  dii-ecl 
ing  and  guidingthe  opinions  of  their  felloM 
countrymen?      Why  have  hurried  on  to -nigh 
— I  say  this  with  dl  deference  to  the  Chair— 
the  third  reading  of  a  measure  which,  aocordin^ 
to  all  parliamentary  usage,  ought  not  to  taki 
place  on  this  occasion  ?     Why  have  they  oocu 
pied  all  the  early  part  of  the  night  in  an  attempt 
to  wrest  for  one  of  that  Ministry — one  membei 
of  i(^ — power  over  a  great  distriot  of  the  couu' 
try  in  which  he  lias  so  large  a  personal  interest  ? 
I  cannot  tell  what  my  feelings  are  when  I  think 
of  what  has  been  done  to-night  in  that  respect 
to  perpetuate  what  I  believe  was  a  great  and 
a  gross  wrong — an  effort  which  has  prevented 
mysdf  and    others    frem    speaking  at  a  time 
when  our   strength    might    nave    been  greater 
and  our  minds  less  worn  out,  and  which  has 
compelled  unfairly  a  debate  on  this  great  ques- 
tion to  take  place  at  this  hour  of  the  morning, 
when  it  might  have  taken  place  quite  early  in 
the  evening.    They    might,  with  common  jus- 
tice, have  allowed  the  Colonial  Treasurer  this 
evening  to  have  made  his  Financial  Statement, 
and  have  let  this  debate  take  place  on  Monday 
next.    Protesting  against  the  course   thus   fol- 
lowed, protesting  against  this  measure  itself,  I 
simply  say  that,  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability,  I 
shall  in  exerj  way  act  sgainst  the  third  reacUng 
of  this  Bill. 

Captain  KENNY.— As  it  is  my  intention  to 
▼ote  for  the  amendment  that  this  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time  this  day  six  months,  I  wish  to  mske  a 
few  remarks.    I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
because  I  find  mysdf  placed  in  a  somewhat  pecu- 
liar and  painful  position.    I  have  supported  the 
Government  hitherto,  because  they  have  endea- 
voured to  canry  out  the  Abolition  pdicy.    But 
I  find  that  in  bringing  this  measure  before  the 
House  they  have  not  been  content  with  that 
policy,  but  the^  have  adopted  a  plan  of  recon* 
stmction  of  which  I  cannot  approve.    It  sppean 
to  me  that  they  have  in  -this  B&l  continasd  many 
of  the  evils  which  I  beUere  Froviucislisin  has 
been  fruitful  of.    We  shall  have,  it  seems  to  me, 
a  double  form  of  government,  and  be  afflicted 
with  too  muoh  government.    A  number  of  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  have  spoken  to-night  have 
pointed  out  the  evils  which  this  Bill  perpetuates. 
It  will  therefore  be  quite  unneoessaiy  for  me  to 
A>  over  that  ground.    But  I  think  it  is  dae  to  the 
Qovemment  and  to  the  honorable  gontlsmsDwith 
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wbom  I  shall  find  mTself  Toting  to-night,  that  I 
Bhoold  state  plainljr  that  I  Tote  against  the  Bill 
on  sroands  in  whioh  possibly  I  shall  not  find 
ina<m  sympathy  from  either  party.  I  belieTe 
that  in  the  coarse  I  am  taking  I  am  folly  repre- 
senting Uie  feelings  of  the  oonstituents  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent.  I  know  that  the  oonrse 
I  am  taking  now  will  not  in  any  way  prerent  the 
ultimate  carrying  ont  of  tlie  AboKtion  policy.  I 
merely  wish  on  this  occasion  to  enter  my  protest 
■gainst  a  oonrse  of  action  which  I  beliere  tne  Go- 
remment  themselres  did  not  originally  contem- 
plate. I  think,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right, 
that  I  am  borne  out  by  an  expression  of  the 
Premier  himself  daring  last  session.  When  the 
qnestion  was  asked,  "  What  did  the  Gorernment 
propose  to  substitute  for  the  provincial  system?  " 
The  honorable  gentleman  replied,  "Nothing.'' 
I^ow,  I  believe  we  want  nothing  in  place  of 
Provincialism — that,  in  many  portions  of  the 
colony,  the  existing  Road  Boards  conld  carry 
on  the  local  works,  and  that,  wttliin  those  por- 
tions of  the  colony  where  Road  Boards  do  not 
now  ezisty  a  measure  might  be  introduced  form- 
ing Road  Boards  or  any  other  description  of 
maehinery  that  might  be  found  necessary  for 
particolar  parts  of  the  country,  such  as  gold 
fields.  I  must  say  I  am  inclined  to  indorse  the 
opinions  of  some  honorable  gentlemen  who  have 
to-night  stated  their  belief  that  the  time  will 
come  when  the  qneslicn  of  abolition  that  wiU  be 
raised  will  be  the  abolition  of  the  counties.  I 
think  this  country  has  been  over-governed.  My 
objection  to  the  provincial  system  is,  that  it  is  an 
ezcresoenoe — that  it  is  becoming  an  extravagance. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  has  not  done  its  duty, 
and  has  not  performed  a  part  in  the  government 
of  this  ooontry ;  but  I  believe  that  the  necessity 
for  that  form  of  government  no  longer  exists,  nor 
do  I  think  there  is  a  necessity  for  replacing  it  by 
a  system  of  modified  Provincialism.  On  these 
grounds,  I  intend  to  vote  against  the  third  read- 
ing of  this  Bill. 

ICr.  LUMSDEN.— Tlie  course  I  will  take  on 
the  present  occasion  will  be  somewhat  similar  to 
that  indicated  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.  I  look  upon  this  as  a  very 
poor  sabstitate  for  Provindalism.  I  know  that 
there  is  a  small  portion — and  I  say  "small'' 
advisedly-^f  the  community  in  the  custrict  I  re- 
present who  have  expressed  themselves  very 
strongly  against  Provmeialism,  and  who  have 
attacked  Provincial  Executives  and  provincial 
administeation  in  language  that  I  cannot  but 
call  most  indecent,  led  on  by  a  local  journal  and 
by  a  small  clique.  If  the  Government  in  Wel- 
lington were  to  refuse  to  listen  to  the  claims  of 
those  gentlemen — supposing  the  provincial  mtem 
were  swept  away — they,  too,  would  come  m  for 
their  share  of  the  abuse  which  Provincial  Execu- 
tives have  hitherto  had  to  bear  with  equanimity. 
I  had  no  intention  of  submitting  to  the  claims  of 
these  noisy  cliques,  who  invariably  have  their  own 
purposes  to  serve.  I  know  that  the  great  majority 
o(  the  people  in  the  district  of  Southland  have 
ft  warm,  affection  for  the  provincial  system  of 
sdministration.  I  know  that  much  dissatisfaction 
has  anMD,  «nd  that  there  will  be  dissatisfaction 


arising  in  connection  with  any  administration  i 
but  I  know  that,  generally  speaking,  the  people 
were  satisfied  it  was  the  system  best  Mlapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  community,  and  would  be  so  adapted 
for  some  time  to  oome — that  the  country  was 
not  ripe  for  this  change ;  and  I  cannot  see  that  the 
system  that  is  now  proposed  by  this  Bill  will  be 
at  all  satisfiietory  to  the  people.  I  feel,  however, 
that  the  best  way  to  bring  about  a  diroax  to  the 
dissatisfaction  will  be  to  give  the  people  this 
Countv  system.  I  feel  that  there  is  tlm>ughout 
the  colony  a  large  amount  of  dissatisfaction — not 
only  at  the  abolition  of  the  provincial  system,  but 
at  the  state  of  uncertainty  and  suspense  in  which 
the  whole  public  business  of  the  country  is  being 
kept.  Not  only  is  this  suspense  attributed  to  the 
Abolition  measures,  but  the  Opposition  are  also 
blamed  for  it.  I  shall  be  no  party  to  this  system 
of  suspense.  Although  I  have  no  faith  in  this 
Coun^  system,  I  should  prefer  now  to  relegate 
the  matter  in  the  usual  course  to  the  other 
Chamber,  and  see  what  they  will  make  of  it.  But 
I  say  here  that  I  will  be  no  party  to  it.  As  I  said 
before,  I  do  not  wish  to  hinder  the  Gh>vemment, 
who  I  believe  are  thoroughly  honest  in  their  in* 
tentions,  and  in  their  belief  that  this  will  be  a 
good  system  of  administration  for  the  districts  of 
the  country.  I  give  them  credit  for  good  faith.  I 
have  no  faith  in  the  system,  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
hinder  them,  or  hinder  that  effect  being  given  to 
the  will  of  a  majority  which  a  minority  has  always 
a  right  to  claim.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  factious  in 
any  case,  but  I  decline  to  commit  mvself  to  work 
this  out.  I  will  be  no  party  to  it.  If  the  Govern- 
ment party  are  strong  enough  to  canr  it,  let  them 
carry  it ;  I  will  avoid  voting  either  for  or  against 
it.  I  cannot  say,  with  the  honorable  member  who 
last  spoke,  that  something  in  the  shape  of  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Road  Boai^s  should  be  substituted 
for  the  provincial  system.  There  is  another  point 
I  feel  perfeotly  satisfied  on.  I  might  have  been 
induced  to  support  the  Government  if  they  had 
introduced  some  scheme  by  which  the  people  of 
the  district  I  come  from  might  have  been  formed 
into  one  body.  They  were  greatly  dissatisfied 
when  their  provincial  independence  was  taken  - 
from  them,  and  they  are  desirous  to  have  the 
powers  they  then  held  in  some  way  restored.  I 
would  therefore  be  inclined  to  support  anything 
that  will  tend  in  that  direction,  and  I  advocated 
the  constitution  of  a  oountv  for  Southland,  as 
something  that  would  further  that  desire.  I 
have  much  doubt,  however,  whether  the  proposal 
contained  in  this  Bill  will  satisfy  the  people.  I 
have,  been  told  that  a  strong  expression  of  opin- 
ion has  been  given  recently.  I  have  not  seen 
the  memorial,  but  I  believe  it  was  signed  by  800 
people,  and  was  forwarded  to  the  Government, 
expressing  the  desire  of  the  people  of  Southland 
that  they  should  have  no  connection  with  the 
County  of  Otago  at  all.  I  fiincy  that  this  feeling 
has  sprung  out  of  the  desire  to  have  their  provin- 
cial administrative  powers  restored  to  them,  and 
I  should  like  very  much  to  see  those  powers  re- 
stored, perhaps  in  some  modified  form.  The  pro- 
?08sJ  indicated  by  the  honorable  member  for 
'aieri  was,  I  think,  a  xwy  good  one,  although  it 
would  not  have  been  very  satiB&ctory  to  South- 


OnmHei  Bill 


[HOUSE,] 


Cbuntiee  BUh 


[Oct 


land.  Making  one  county  of  Otago  woald  not 
hare  been  acceptable  to  Southland  ;  but  bad  the 
honoTable  member's  suggestion  been  adopted,  a 
simpler  and  thus  less  eipensiye  system  would 
have  been  brought  into  operation  than  is  likely 
to  result  from  this  Counties  Bill.  I  cannot  see 
how  orer  sixty  counties  can  be  conducted  at  a 
less  expense  than  the  nine  proyinces,  and  I  fancy 
that  the  sixty  Chairmen  will  cost — for  they  must 
be  remunerated  for  their  services — more  than  the 
nine  Superintendents.  Members  of  the  Councils 
will  hare  to  be  paid  for  their  services,  for  they 
cannot  be  expected  to  trarel  twenty,  thirty,  forty, 
or  perhaps  one  hundred  miles  without  being  paid 
for  their  attendance.  Belieying  that  the  whole 
paraphernalia  of  local  self-goyemment  as  pro- 
yided  by  tliis  Bill  will  be  very  expensive  and 
yer^  unsatisfactory,  I  will  not  yote  either  for  or 
against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  with  making  any  lengthy 
speech,  and  I  only  desire  to  offer  one  or  two 
remarks,  simply  because,  when  I  asked  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  it  was  denied. 
My  objections  to  the  Bill  are  threefold :  at  least 
I  shall  only  refer  to  thxee  at  this  time  of  the 
morning.  The  first  I  consider  to  be  a  most  radi- 
cal defect  in  the  system — the  divorce  between  the 
country  and  the  towns.  I  regard  that  as  a  most 
grievous  blunder.  Instead  of  tending  to  create 
a  unity  of  interest  and  feeling  in  the  colony,  a 
feeling  will  be  created  between  the  towns  and  the 
country  that  will  have  a  most  miscliievous  effect 
in  the  future.  You  are  divorcing  the  people  of  the 
towns  from  those  in  the  country,  and  training 
them  to  believe  that  their  ipterests  are  opposed 
to  each  other,  and  training  them  to  work  sepa- 
rately for  that  which  ought  to  be  their  common 
end.  There  are  many  instances  in  which'  it 
will  be  found  absolutely  impossible  to  carry 
on,  unless  there  be  a  good  feeling  between 
the  country  and  the  towns.  I  ma^  instance 
the  hospitals  and  the  charitable  institutions  of 
the  colony.  It  will  not  be  expected,  for  one 
moment,  that  the  towns  are  going  to  maintain 
*  these ;  and  if  the  towns  do  not  maintain  those  in- 
stitutions, I  ask  what  will  become  of  tbemP 
Their  maintenance  will  be  cast  on  the  General 
G-ovemment,  or  they  will  not  be  supported  at  all. 
If  they  are  cast  on  the  General  Government,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  General  Government  wiU 
have  to  undertake  duties  and  responsibilities  to  a' 
large  extent,  and  will  have  to  expend  money  out 
of  the  Consolidated  Bevenue,  and  that  will  cause 
additional  taxation.  That  is  my  first  objection. 
Another  objection  is  this  :  that  the  Bill  tends  to 
dissever  the  town  population  from  all  share  in  the 
administration  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown. 
This  is  a  most  grievous  mistake,  and  a  most 
grievous  wrong.  If  you  are  to  train  the  town 
and  city  population  to  look  at  the  waste  lands 
administration  as  something  apart  from  them, 
you  are  relegating  the  most  important  function 
of  the  government  of  the  colony  to  a  selected 
elass  of  people — namely,  those  who  are  interested 
in  pastoral  and  agricultural  pursuits — and  the 
result  will  be  that  the  framing  of  the  land  laws 
will  be  BO  managed  that  they  will  not  provide  for 


settlement  in  future.      Then  there    is   anotl 
objection.    The  counties  will  be  led,  in  order 
get    rid  of   taxation,   to    sacrifice     the     lane 
estate  of  the  colony.    The  curse  of  this  cole 
in   the  past  has  been  the  selling   of  the   lai 
which  has  been  regarded  as  a  profitable  soui 
of   revenue.     Consequently  the  land  has    be 
sold,  careless  whether  its  disposal  provided   j 
settlement  or  not.    That  has  been  toe  origin 
so  many  landed  proprietors,  and  that  haa  cans 
the  finest  agricultunil  land  in  New  Zealand  to 
seen,  as  one  travels  through  it,  without  a  hou 
upon  it,  or  without  any  improvement«,  and  n 
thing  but  sheep,  sheep,  sheep.    You  can  trav 
tlirough  fine  districts  in  Canterbury,  over  fi] 
districts  in  Otago,  in  Wellington,  in  Nelson,  ai 
I  believe  in  other  provinces  also  —  I  can  on. 
speak  of  those  I  have  mentioned — ^where  thei 
could  have  been  homes  for  thousands  of  peopl 
instead  of  which  the  land  has  been  sold  in  liu-^ 
blocks  to  proprietors,  and  no  settlement  has  bee 
provided.    I  see  that  the  Land  question  will  b 
one  of  the  most  difficult  questions  to  deal  with  i 
the  future,  and  by  this  system  you  are  simply  iz 
tensifying  the  evil.    What  will  every  county  be 
come  P    Why,  every  county  will  become  graspini 
and  greedy  for  land  fund,  and  they  will  ask  tha 
the  land  should  be  sacrificed  careless  of  settle 
ment.    That  is  one  evil  this  County  system  wil 
cause.    Another  is  that  it  will  not  provide  foi 
opening  up  and   selling  new  counti^.    When 
will  all  the  revenues  go  r    The  districts  that  wili 
most  profit  from  the  Land  Fund  will  not  be  th< 
outlying  districts,  but  the  largely*  settled  districts^ 
where  the  country  has  been   divided  up  int-ci 
small  £Eurms.    These  will  get  the  largest  amount 
of  subsidy ;  and  what  will  be  left  to  provide  for 
roads  in  the  outlying  and  sparsely-populated  dis- 
tricts ?    They  will  get  nothing.    I  can  point  to 
districts  in  Otago.   Take,  for  instance,  the  County 
of  Waikouaiti,  where  there  are  most  expensive 
works  to  be  constructed.    In  Waikouaiti,  a  very 
large  bridge  will  be  required  next  year;   but 
how  will  it  be  madeP    Bridges  and  main  roads 
will  have  to  be  maintained ;  but  how  will  that 
be  done  in  the  outlying  districts  ?    If  I  had  time, 
I  would  trace  the  history  ef  this  County  system 
in  New  Zealand,  and  it  would  be  a  most  peculiar 
one.    I  would  begin  with  the  Local  Gbvemment 
Bills  of  1867  and  1868,  and  I  would  show  how 
this  County  mtem  originated.     There  was  no 
word  of  this  Local  Government  system  until,  in 
a  fit  of  ill-temper,  the  Premier  came  down  with 
a  proposal  to  aboUsh  the  North  Island  provinces, 
because  the  House  did  not  readily  agree  to  his 
Forests  scheme.     However,  before  the  Forests 
scheme  had  time  to  be  developed,  the  House,  by 
two  to  one,  actually  negatived  it,  by  pssaing  a 
repealing  Bill.     That  Act  was  the  basis  of  the 
whole  of  these  constitutional  changes.     I  can 
quite  understand  a  statesman  advocating  a  scheme 
for  the  abolition  of  the  provinces ;  and  I  should 
have  had  much  more  faith  in  the  County  scheme 
if  it  had  been  proposed  to  found  a  new  Constitu- 
tion for  New  Zealand  in  the  manner  in  which 
new  Constitutions  are  usually  proposed.    In  that 
case,  it  would  have  been  presented  before  the 
people  purely  upon  its  constitutional  merils,  and 
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<m  those  alone.  If  we  look  at  the  history  of  the 
formation  of  new  Conatikutions  in  other  countries, 
we  shall  see  that  this  has  been  done :  Take,  for 
example,  the  history  of  the  creation  of  the  United 
States  Constitution.  How  was  it  brought  about  P 
Was  it  brought  about  by  letters  in  the  news- 
pMapen  and  by  the  offering  of  bribes, — ^by  sugges- 
tions to  the  people  that,  if  they  voted  for  the 
new  Constitution,  they  would  ^et  more  money 
spent  in  their  particular  locahties?  Sir,  the 
American  Constitution,  when  framed,  started 
upon  the  assertion  of  general  principles,  that  have 
almost  passed  into  proverbs  throughout  nearly 
the  whole  civilised  world.  In  this  colony,  how 
was  this  proposed  new  Constitution  supported? 
I  say  it  was  by  a  system  which  will  yet  prove 
most  peniicious,  a  system  of  going  to  the  people 
and  saying,  "If  you  will  only  vote  for  this 
measure,  you  will  get  more  money."  That  was 
the  boginnine  and  the  end  of  these  constitutional 
changes  in  xiew  Zealand.  We  have  had  the 
changes  rung  upon  that,  even  up  to  the  preseot 
moment.  What  are  the  Bills  before  the  House, 
the  Provincial  Appropriations  Bill  and  others,  but 
bribes  ?  This  is  the  method  in  which  the  Con- 
stitntion  of  New  Zealand  has  been  altered,  and 
the  result  will  be  calamitous  to  New  Zealand  in 
the  future.  I  will  teU  the  House  why.  Because 
there  will  be  no  measure  proposed  as  the  mea- 
sures for  reform  were  proposed  iu  England,  for 
the  people  will  be  asked  to  judge  of  a  measure 
by  the  money  they  are  likely  to  get.  Fancy 
the  Beform  Bill  in  England  being  judged  of 
by  money.  And  yet  this  is  the  method  in 
which  the  Constitution  of  New  Zealand  has 
been  destroyed.  There  are  those  who  have 
tslcen  part  in  this  debate  who  will  live  not 
only  to  regret  what  they  have  done,  but  to 
TOte  against  the  course  they  have  taken.  No 
doubt  there  were  those  who  went  into  the  lobby 
in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Forests  Bill  who 
had  previously  voted  for  the  passing  of  that  Act, 
and  they  went  into  the  lobby  with  no  regret  but 
this,  that  the  Bill  should  ever  have  been  placed 
on  the  Statute  Book  at  all.  So  it  will  be  in  re- 
ference to  this  County  system.  Not  that  I  would 
oppose  a  County  system  if  the  people  desired 
counties.  But  I  would  desire  that  a  County  sys- 
tem should  be  inaugurated  by  the  wish  of  the 
whole  people  in  the  different  districts,  and  that 
only  when  there  was  a  general  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  people  for  it,  in  order  that  they  might  have 
greater  liberty  in  managing  their  own  affairs. 
We  were  told  that  nothing  uiould  stand  between 
tiie  people  and  this  House ;  but  the  whole  scheme 
of  the  Government  has  been  to  prevent  the  people 
from  coming  to  this  House,  because  they  at  last 
got  afraid  Uiat  there  would  be  roads  and  bridges 
and  publio  works  mentioned  in  it.  And  what  is 
it  now  P  You  are  to  bring  in  a  County  system 
between  the  people  and  this  House.  And  what 
will  that  amount  toP  Why,  Sir,  you  vnll  find 
that  every  County  Chairman,  as  is  done — so  it 
has  been  stated  this  evening — in  Nova  Scotia, 
will  be  sending  up  a  list  of  the  publio  works 
which  he  considers  will  be  necessary  for  his 
district,  and  this  Assembly  will  cease  to  be  a 
JsgisiatiTa  body ;   it  will  be  a  huge  Board  of 
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Works  for  the  distribution  of  patronage.  If  this 
sclieme  had  been  introduced  to  give  the  people 
more  power  over  their  own  afiairs,  over  their 
roads  and  other  works,  and  over  their  local  in- 
stitutions, I  do  not  believe  that  any  objection 
would  have  been  raised  to  it.  If  they  had  really 
desired  to  introduce  this  system  of  government, 
they  ought  to  have  come  down  with  a  County 
Bill  creating  sixty-three  counties  in  New  Zealand  $ 
and  when  that  system  had  been  worked  fur 
several  years,  and  when  by  these  counties  the 
functions  of  the  provinces  had  been  absorbed, 
they  could  have  come  down  with  a  scheme  of 
abolition  if  they  pleased.  Instead  of  that,  you 
will  have  sixty-three  counties.  Some  of  them 
might  well  be  termed  parishes.  Tou  will  have 
sixty-three  Chairmen,  and  the  lowest  sum  you 
will  have  to  ^ve  them  will  be  £100,  £300,  or 
£500  a  year.  You  will  have  the  payment  of  the 
Chairmen  and  secretaries,  leaving  out  the  cost 
of  surveyors,  advertisements,  and  other  expenses 
attending  the  carrying  out  of  the  County  sys- 
tem. You  will  have  the  payment  of  two  salaried 
officers  in  each  county,  and  you  will  have  an  ex* 
penditore  exceeding  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
provincial  system  throughout  the  whole  of  New 
Zealand.  The  expense  both  of  the  General  G-o- 
vemment  and  this  House  will  also  be  increased ; 
and  what  will  thepeople  get  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  P  Will  they  get  more  roads  made  P 
Will  thev  get  more  bridges  built  ?  Will  th^  get 
more  schools  established  P  Will  they  ^t  more 
charitable  institutions  endowed  P  There  is  no  one 
in  this  House  who  will  say  that  more  roads  will 
be  made,  more  bridges  built,  or  more  insUtutiona 
maintained.  They  will  get  during  the  next  two 
years  a  mere  barren  cry  raised  for  some  political 
purpose,  in  order  to  absorb  not  onl^  the  functions 
but  the  revenues  of  local  institutions  that  exist 
in  New  Zealand.  You  will  have  a  policy  inau- 
gurated in  New  Zealand  by  the  introduction  of 
the  Forests  Bill,  and  ended  hj  the  passing  of 
this  Counties  Bill — a  policy  which  may  well  be 
described  as  a  policy  of  blundering,  or,  to  use  a 
phrase  adopted  at  Home,  a  policy  of  plundering 
and  blundering,  that  will  end  without  any  credit 
to  those  who  inaugurated  it.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  mqority  of  this  House  have  gone  in 
for  what  is  termed  abolition.  -I  believe  there 
are  not  half  a  dozen  persons  who  support  aboli- 
tion who  really  know  what  abolition  means — ^they 
simply  take  up  the  cry  of  abolition.  I  have  no 
hope  of  seeing  this  policy  altered  until  the 
country  experiences  the  evil  effects  of  it.  Perhaps 
not  next  year — that  would  be  too  soon — or  the 
next  five  years ;  but  I  believe  ten  years  hence  the 
people  will  look  back  vrith  regret  at  the  abolition 
of  the  provincial  system.  Then  will  come  that 
agitation  which  has  commenced  now,  and  which 
vrill  never  oease  until  some  sort  of  Provincialism 
is  again  restored.  It  is  absurd  to  think  that  the 
people  can  forget  the  manner  in  which  this 
Abolition  Bill  has  been  introduced  and  carried 
out.  Do  we  find  that  the  union  of  Ireland  and 
England  has  been  forgotten,  or  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  carried  outP  Do  Irishmen  forget 
the  page  of  Irish  history,  a  mos(  dark  page,  a 
page  wherein  the  Parliament  was  bribed  P    I 
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say,  Sir,  that  we  have  inaugurated  the  same 
Boheme  of  union,  if  it  may  bie  termed  union — 
the  Boheme  of  abolition  here.  It  will  remain 
on  our  historio  pajee  also  that  abolition  was 
brought  about  by  bribery.  The  result  will  be  the 
same  as  in  Ireland,  where,  during  many  years, 
much  agitation  has  existed.  It  exists  now,  and  it 
will  exist  in  times  hereafter— an  agitation  which 
menaces  the  freedom  of  England  and  English 
■ubiects  ;  because  it  is  well  known  now  that 
Irish  members  have  almost  ceased  to  regard  Im- 
perial interests ;  they  confine  their  attention  al- 
most solely  to  the  question  of  Home  Rule,  and 
thereby  are  injuring  the  functions  of  the  English 
Parliament.  That  happened  in  Ireland;  and  I 
say  there  will  arise  in  New  Zealand  a  true  local 
gOTemment  party— «  true  Home  Rule  party — 
tnat  will  be  most  injurious  to  the  future  of  New 
Zealand  politics.  I  believe  it  will  end  in  one  of 
two  things — in  the  splitting  up  of  this  colony 
into  sereral  colonies,  or  else  a  localism  in  dealing 
with  New  Zealand  affiiiirs  such  as  the  proTinciiS 
system  never  inaugurated.  The  prorincial  sys- 
tem was  truly  a  national  system,  it  was  the  only 
system  suited  to  a  colony  situated  as  New  Zea- 
land is,  with  a  long  strip  of  seaboard  and  with 
settlements  at  various  parts  from  one  end  of 
it  to  the  other.  It  was  the  only  system  which 
allowed  for  the  conservation  of  national  in- 
terests, and  gave  scope  for  the  opening  up 
of  the  oountiy  and  for  the  settlement  of  it. 
Under  that  system  you  had  this  Parliament 
dealing  with  national  afiairs,  and  purely  local 
afiairs  were  not  intruded  upon  the  consideration 
of  this  Assembly.  You  hare  aboUshed  that  sys- 
tem J  and  what  have  you  reared  instead  of  it  ? 
You  have  reared  a  system  that  will  create  heart- 
burnings in  every  part  of  the  colony.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  one  district  in  the  colony  but 
what  will  regret  the  County  system.  As  soon  as 
you  have  it  created  and  established,  you  will  find 
that  it  will  not  be  successful.  In  every  little 
village  or  town  you  will  have  money  spent,  not  in 
openmg  up  the  country,  but  merely  providing 
for  by-roads  through  the  large  farms  or  wealthy 
settlers.  That  will  be  the  result  of  the  County 
svstem,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  shall  vote 
that  this  Bill  b<^  read  a  third  time  this  day  six 
months. 

Question  put, "  That  the  word  '  now'  st-and  part 
of  the  question ; "  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  rosult : — 
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Ates. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 


Ayes 
Noes 

Migority  for 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barfi; 
Mr.  Bo  wen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny,      * 
Mr.  Button, 


Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 


Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Rees, 

Jbr. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Cox, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Sir  D.  McLean, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Waiiams. 

The  amendment 
and  the  Bill  read  a 


Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Stafibrd, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Wooloook. 
TelUrs. 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


Nose. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Rolleston, 

Swanson, 

Thomson, 

Tole, 

R.  G.  Wood. 

TeUers. 
Stout, 
W.  Wood. 


Paibs. 

Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Shrimaki, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson. 
was  consequently  negatived, 
third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday,  9^  Octoher,  1876. 


Second   Beadinn—Third   Beadings— If atave  Land  Far- 
Library — Komaofcarautawhiri  Block— Law 
Praotitionera  Bfll— Gold  Daties  BilL 


The  Hon.  the  Spbaxsb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
post  two  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

SECOND  BEADINGB. 
The  Counties  Bill,  the  Babbit  Nuisance  Bill. 

THIRD  BEADINQS. 
The  Education  Boards  Bill,  the  Port  Molyneux 
Beserves  Bill. 

NATIVE  LAND  PURCHASES. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretaxy,  Whether  hii  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  a  letter  signed  by  Mr. 
John  Rogan,  a  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court, 
wliich  has  been  published  in  a  Povertj  Bay 
paper,  denying  the  accuracy  of  statements  made 
by  the  Hon.  the  Natire  Minister  in  documents 


1876.]     Native  Ifond  JPurehM09.     [COUNCIL.]         Law  Fraetkianeri  Bill.        91 


laid  on  the  table  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament ; 
and  whether  any  steps  hare  been  taken,  or 
are  in  contemplation,  with  regard  to  it  ?  He 
might  eaj  he  asked  this  question  without  hair- 
ing a  distinct  knowledge  of  the  circumstances 
to  which  it  referred.  He  simply  asked  the  ques- 
tion because  it  appeared  to  him  to  ioYolTe  a 
Terj  curious  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  a 
public  officer,  or  else  some  extraordinary  circum- 
stances which  might  have  justified  a  deviation 
from  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  public  serrice. 
He  could  see  there  was  some  connection  between 
the  matter  and  the  subject  of  the  paper  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  in  return  to  a  motion 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell ;  but  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  express  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  dispute  inyolved  m  the  discussion  between 
Mr.  Wilson  and  Judge  Bogan.  He  simply  c|e- 
sired  to  ask  the  Colonial  Secretary,  whether  this 
precedent  of  a  Judge  of  the  Natiire  Land  Court 
publishing  a  letter  reflecting  upon  the  OoTcrn- 
ment  was  to  be  allowed ;  and,  if  so,  the  particular 
reasons  that  might  justify  its  being  pnnted.  If 
any  information  came  to  his  knowledge  before  an 
explanation  was  given  by  the  Government  as  to 
the  actual  matter  referred  to  in  that  letter,  he 
would  hold  himself  quite  at  liberty  to  make  any 
motion  on  the  subject  he  thought  proper. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said,  since  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  placed  this  question  on  the 
Paper,  he  had  seen  the  letter  to  which  it  referred, 
and  which,  if  he  mi^ht  be  permitted  to  say  so,  he 
had  read  with  considerable  regret.  The  answer 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
queetion  was,  that  the  Native  Minister  had  been, 
as  honorable  members  were  perhaps  aware,  for 
some  time  absent  from  his  place  through  illness ; 
but  he  had  no  doubt  that  whatever  steps  were 
neoessary  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  this  affair 
would  be  taken  immediately  his  honorable  col- 
league wae  in  a  position  to  resume  his  duties. 

LIBKARY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  asked  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  What  steps  the  Gh>vemment  propose  to 
tdke  with  reference  to  the  resolutions  iwreed  to 
bv  the  Joint  Library  Committee  on  the  29th 
of  AnguBt,  requesting  that  new  plans  should  be 
obtained  before  preceding  with  the  erection  of 
new  buildings  for  a  library  P 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEm  said  the  Goyemment 
proposed  to  take  a  yote  this  year  for  the  neces- 
sary expenditure  on  the  buildm^ ,  and,  as  soon  as 
that  was  done,  to  call  for  competitive  designs. 

XOMANaASATJTAWHIBI  BLOCK. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  NGATATA,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  £d  so 
because  the  Natiyes  did  not  understand  why  the 
Crown  grant  was  issued  to  the  sons  of  Thomas 
Ellison. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
there  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Council  the 
papers  connected  with  the  issue  of  the  Crown 
gruit  of  the  block  of  land  known  as  '  Komanga- 
lantawhiri,'  and  the  reasons  why  His  Excellency 
the  GFoyemor  was  advised  to  issue  a  Crown  grant 
for  the  awne."— (Jy<m.  Mr.  N^aiata.) 


•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  tliere  was  no 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  Gt)vernment  to  the 
motion  of  his  honorable  friend,  and  the  papers 
would  bo  produced.  The  subject  was  an  old  one, 
and  had  been  already  more  than  once  before  the 
Legislature. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LAW  PKACTITIONERS  BILL. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  introduced 
solely  with  the  view  of  amending  "The  Law 
Practitioners  Act,  1871,"  and  contained  a  pro- 
vision whereby  any  one  objecting  to  the  admis- 
sion of  persons  applying  to  the  Supreme  Court 
to  bo  allowed  to  practise  as  barristers  and 
solicitors  was  rcquirod  to  give  due  notice  to 
the  Court  of  the  intention  to  oppose  the  peti- 
tion of  the  applicant.  The  Bill  only  affirmed 
a  broad  principle,  and  did  not  specify  any 
particular  person  or  persons  as  coming  under 
its  operation,  so  that  he  trusted  the  Council 
would  take  a  liberal  view  of  the  object  of  the 
measure,  which  was  to  enable  any  legal  gentle- 
man, whose  character  bad  been  questioned,  to 
seek  redress  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  Bill 
formed  rather  a  connecting  link  with  two  former 
Acts  passed  in  1866  and  1871.  It  was,  there- 
fore, he  thought,  necessary  for  him  to  give  some 
explanation  of  the  measure.  The  gentleman 
more  particularly  affected  by  the  Bill,  and  whom, 
from  a  motive  of  delicacy,  ne  would  only  desig* 
nate  as  Mr.  S.,  was  in  1849  convicted  in  EDg< 
land  of  an  offence  which  was  committed  under  an 
impression,  that  in  signing  the  name  of  a  gentle- 
man to  a  legal  paper  in  duplicate,  the  original 
having  been  lost,  he  was  not  guilty  of  any  moral 
turpitude,  as  there  was  no  pecuniaty  advantage 
to  be  gained  by  the  transaction.  Mr.  S.  waa 
convicted  of  forgery,  and  underwent  a  sentence  of 
twelve  months  in  Newgate.  This  took  place 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and 
therefore,  as  the  sentence  had  been  borne, 
he  considered  that  the  offence  had  been  ex- 
piated, and  in  a  great  measure  condoned.  In 
the  year  1861  Mr.  S.  came  to  New  Zealand,  with 
a  view  to  practising  his  profession.  In  1863,  he 
voluntarily  presented  a  petition  to  the  Supreme 
Court  setting  out  the  facts  of  his  case,  and  asking 
for  permission  to  practise.  In  1866,  the  Judges 
decided  that  the  conviction  did  not  debar  him 
from  practising.  In  1866,  the  Attomey-Qeneral 
brought  in  a  Bill  to  the  Council,  entitled  *'  The 
Law  Practitioners  Amendment  Act,  1866."  In 
Committee,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  procured  the 
insertion  of  clause  8,  which  reversed  the  action 
of  the  Judges,  and  precluded  this  gentleman 
from  practising.  It  would  be  apparent  to  every 
honorable  member  that  that  was  ex  post  facto 
law.  It  was  considered  unconstitutional,  and  a 
yiolation  of  the  constitutional  law  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. That  Act,  he  maintained,  was  a  most 
unjust  one.  It  vras  legislation  directed  against  a 
genUeman  who  had  committed  an  offence  some 
twenty-flye  or  twenty-six  years  preyiously,  and  it 
perpetuated  an  act  which  was  one  of  cruelty  to 
that  gentleman,  while  it  was  est  poti  facto,  and  he 
might  say  ultra  vtrvf .    In  ISflt  Mr.  3mythie« 
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petitioued  both  Houses  of  Parliamenb  to  be  re- 
Heved  from  the  operation  of  the  Act.  A  Bill 
was  passed  in  the  other  House  giving  him  relief ; 
but  when,  that  Bill  came  to  the  Council,  the 
identical  clauses  which  gave  him  relief  were 
struck  out,  and  other  clauses  inserted,  relegating 
the  matter  to  the  decision  of  the  Judges.  In 
1872,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  that 
Act,  Mr.  Smythies  petitioned  the  Judges  again, 
and  his  case  was  then  heard.  A  rery  careful 
iuTesligation,  which  was  more  in  the  form  of  a 
trial,  took  place.  The  proceedings  at  this  trial 
or  inrestigation  had  been  printed.  In  his  opin- 
ion they  had  been  yery  carefully  drawn  up,  and 
the  whole  circumstances  laid  down  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  With  the  permission  of  the  Council 
he  would  read  some  of  the  riews  expressed  by 
the  Judges.    In  one  part  it  is  stated, — 

"In  coming  to  a  conclusion  adverse  to  Mr. 
Smythies  upon  the  question  raised  under  the 
first  subsection,  it  is  fair  to  him  to  state  that  the 
fraud  which  he  appears  to  have  practised  was,  of 
,  necessity,  as  harmless  to  others  as  it  was  useless 
to  himself." 

Now,  what  stronger  report  could  be  made  in 
favour  of  this  unfortunate  gentleman?  Surely 
they  would  say  that  there  was  no  moral  turpitude 
in  his  act.  Now  he  came  to  another  portion  of 
the  distinguished  Judge's  remarks  : — 

"  And  we  feel  constrained  by  the  facts  to  admit 
that  it  would  not  be  easy  to  suggest  any  case, 
coming  within  the  legal  definition  of  forgery, 
which  would  imply  a  less  degree  of  '  moral  tur- 
pitude* than  we  are  bound  to  infer  must  have 
existed  in  the  case  in  question." 

He  would  now  read  another  portion  which  was 
Teiy  strong,  and  which  he  was  sure' ought  to  have 
weight  and  would  have  weight  with  honorable 
members : — 

"On  the  whole,  we  arrire  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  circumstance  of  the  petitioner's  offence 
did  not  imply  such  a  degree  of  'moral  turpitude' 
as  necessarily  to  require  his  perpetual  exclusion 
from  the  exercise  of  nis  profession." 

The  following  portion  had  an  equally  strong 
bearing  upon  this  gentleman's  case : — 

"  We  may  say  at  once  that  these  charges  would 
not,  in  our  judgment,  either  separately  or  toge- 
ther, have  been  sufficient  to  justify  the  Court  in 
striking  Mr.  Smythies  off  the  rolls,  or  probably 
even  in  suspending  him  from  practice.  More- 
over he  has,  in  some  instances,  been  able  to  ex- 
plain his  conduct  in  a  way  more  or  less  satis- 
factory." 

He  thought  honorable  members  would  admit 
that  they  should  take  into  consideration  the 
leniency  of  those  remarks,  and  should  pass  this 
BilL  It  only  proposed  to  give  this  gentleman  an 
opportunity  of  again  appearing  before  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court — gentlemen  who  were  the 
guardians  of  the  purity  and  honor  of  the  legal 
profession.  He  was  sure  honorable  gentlemen 
would  not  think  it  fair  to  shut  the  door  against 
this  gentleman  receiving  justice.  He  only  wished 
the  Judges  to  report  on  his  case, '  because  when 
the  last  trial  took  place  his  prosecutors  came 
forward  at  the  very  last  hour,  and  he  had  no 
opportunity  of  f*efuting   the   evidenoe  brought 


against  him,  which  was  adduced  only  a  day  or  t 
days  before  judgment  was  given.  This  Bill  v 
intended  to  give  relief  not  to  this  gentlemen  sole 
but  to  all  those  whose  characters  mi^ht  be  i^ 
justly  aspersed,  by  imposing  upon  their  accuse 
the  necessity  of  giving  twenty  days'  or  a  montl 
notice.  It  was  a  most  cruel  act  to  perpetaate  t'. 
penalty  for  an  offence  committed  some  thirtj  jea 
ago.  This  gentleman  waa  advanced  in  jeare  ;  1 
had  nearly  run  out  the  period  of  life  allott^ 
to  mankind ;  and  surely,  when  this  unfortuna 
gentleman  passed  away,  they  would  not  allow  tl 
cold  and  heartless  world  to  point  the  finger  i 
scorn  at  his  innocent  widow  and  orphan  ohildrei 
As  they  knew,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  gave  ot 
dence  in  Parliament  on  the  abolition  of  floggin| 
and  in  answer  to  a  question  he  stated  that  ther 
were  gentlemen  in  the  army  who  had  attained  th 
rank  of  general  officers,  and  who  in  former  day 
had  been  flogged.  In  the  army  a  man  migbi 
have  been  in  the  defaulter-book  fourteen,  fifteen 
or  twenty  times,  and  might  have  received  punish 
ment;  still,  if  his  name  was  clear  of  the  de 
faulter-book  for  two  years,  the  whole  of  hit 
former  conduct  was  whitewashed,  and  he  oonid 
leave  the  regiment  with  a  good  character.  He 
would  ask  honorable  members  if  they  had  not, 
in  their  youthful  days,  committed  offences  which 
they  would  be  sorry  to  see  brought  into  day- 
light. He  himself  would  regret  some  of  hia 
offences.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  honorable 
gentlemen  would  do  as  they  would  be  done  by, 
and  would  look  upon  this  matter  in  a  charitable 
and  Christian  spirit,  and  forgive  as  they  would 
expect  to  be  forgiven,  allowing  this  man  to  go 
and  sin  no  more. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  move,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  six  months.    The  ground 
on  which  he  asked  that  this  Bill  should  be  vir- 
tually shelved  was  that  they  had  exhaustively 
considered    the    subject   previously;  ihey   bad 
taken  a  lenient  view  of  the  matter,  and  tried 
their  best  to  do  what  they  thought  was  just  at 
the  time ;  and  their  recommendation  was  adopted 
and  carried  out  in  another  place.     No  doubt 
there  were    some  circumstances  attending  this 
case  which  deprived  it  of  some  of  the  worst  fea- 
tures of  the  crime  of  forgery  and  uttering,  but 
they  were,  after  all,  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
entitle  him  to  obtain  pardon  in  England,  and  he 
had  never  come  purged  beiore  any  tribunal  in 
the  country  where  he  oommitted  the  offence. 
Arguments  based  on  the  injustice  of  ex  pott  facto 
legislation  must  always  give  way  to  expediency. 
There  were  many  things  contrary  to  law  which 
nevertheless,  for  the  safety  of  the  balk  of  the 
population,  it  was  necessary  to  do;  and  it  was 
an  acknowledged  principle  that,  when  oases  arose, 
such  claims  should  be  fairly  compensated.  Acting 
on  that  principle,  the  GK)vemment  of  the  day, 
chiefly    because    it  was  recommended  by  that 
Council,  had  the  courage,  against  considerable 
opposition,  to  propose  and  carry  a  vote  of  £1,000 
to  this  individual,  who  had  met  with  this  quali- 
fied wrong.    He  said  *'  qualified  wrong ;"  because, 
although  admitted  to  practice,  Mr.  Smythies  had 
been  Mhuitted  on  a  nuBundentanding— a  mifion- 
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dentanding  which  had  ariten  from  an  imperfect 
narration  of  hia  own  case.  He  had  not,  as  he 
shoald  hare  done,  supplied  the  Judge  with 
minntes  of  the  trial,  but  gare  a  short  newspaper 
extnci,  which  alluded  but  very  cursorily  to  the 
triaL  He  admitted  that  he  had  been  found 
guQt  J  of  one  of  the  two  offences  of  forgery  and 
ntteiing,  but  not  that  he  was  found  guUty  of 
both;  whereas,  in  point  of  hct,  he  &d  been 
Iband  gniltj  on  both  charges.  Therefore,  that 
most  be  re^rded  as  an  intentional  misstate- 
ment. Looking  at  his  case  from  the  point  of 
view  in  which  he  presented  it,  one  of  the  Judges 
at  all  evente  supported  his  case,  and  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice.  It  was  found  afterwards  that 
this  case  came  oompletelj  within  the  category  of 
eases  in  which  pubbc  interest  was  opposed  to  the 
right  which  had  been  so  acquired,  and  Uie  Bill  of 
1871  was  brought  in  to  deprive  him  of  it.  And 
what  did  that  Act  provide  ?  The  6th  clause  of 
that  Act  provided, — 

"Any  person  who,  baring  been  admitted  to 
pnokioe  as  a  barrister  or  solicitor  of  the  Supreme 
Court  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-seyen,  shall  haye 
been  dnqualified  from  practising  as  a  barrister 
or  solicitor  of  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  third  section  of  'The  Law  Practi- 
tioDen  Amendment  Act,  1866,'  may  apply  to  the 
Sopreoie  Court  for  exemption  from  the  penalties 
of  the  aaid  Act  under  the  following  circumstances, 
namefy :— - 
"  If  he  shaU  satisfT  the  Court,— 
**  1.  Either  that  there  are  circumstances  in  his 
case  not  adduced  at  his  trial  which  if  ad- 
duced would  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
have  influenced  the  jniy  to  find  a  verdict 
of '  Not  guilty :'  or, 
"  8.  That  the  circumstances  of  his  case  do  not 
imply  such  moral  turpitude  as  to  unfit 
him  for  the  exercise  of  his  profession. 
And  if  in  either  of  the  cases  provided  for  by  sub- 
•ectiona  (1)  and  (2)  he  shall  in  addition  satisfy 
the  Court  that  since  his  conviction  and  up  to  the 
time  of  his  application  he  has  pursued  a  course 
of  upright  conduct.'* 

It  was  with  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  that 
daose  that  Mr.  Smythies  had  failM.  He  ad- 
mitted that  this  ^nUeman's  case  was  an  unfor^ 
tnnate  one,  and  his  removal  from  the  roll  of  soli- 
dtors  appeared  to  be  an  infraction  of  the  almost 
invariable  praotice  of  not  carrying  out  b9  pott 
fatio  legislation  ;  but  that  gentleman  received,  in 
eoossderation  of  the  qmaai  injury  to  which  he  had 
been  subjected,  the  sum  of  £1,000.  He  (Colonel 
Whitmore)  hoped  that  when  that  money  was 
liberally  given  to  him  by  the  Cbvemment — and, 
to  some  extant,  courageously  giren  by  the  GK)- 
Temment,  because  the  great  body  of  tne  profes- 
sion and  a  large  number  of  members  of  both 
bfanches  of  the  Legislature  were  very  much 
cmpoaed  to  it — they  would  have  heard  the  last  of 
this  case.  Thete  could  be  no  question  that  it  was 
not  only  his  original  crime — ^which  was  a  rery 
paToone — but  iSao  his  conduct  since  he  had  been 
in  this  country,  which  was  against  him.  It  must 
aiao  be  borne  in  mind  that  ue  position  of  solici- 
tor WM  one  of  singular  tmat  in  thia  ooontiyi  and 


one  which  it  was  rery  important  should  be  flUed 
only  by  people  in  whom  the  utmost  confidence 
could  be  reposed.  Disturb  the  confidence  felt  in 
that  profession,  and  a  very  large  number  of  per- 
sons in  the  country  would  be  put  to  rery  great  in- 
oonveoienoe  indeed.  Introduce  into  the  ranks  of 
the  solicitors  of  New  Zealand  persons  who  were 
not  to  be  trusted,  and  who  had,  in  their  previous 
history,  been  found  euilty  of  such  crimes,  and  an 
enormous  number  of  persons  would  no  doubt  be 
robbed  of  means  which  they  could  not  i^ord  to 
lose ;  and  those  persons  would  be  the  most  help- 
less members  of  the  community — women,  and 
eentlemen  who  had  no  business  habits.  In  the 
interest  of  those  persons,  and  in  the  interest  of 
the  good  character  of  the  colony — ^which  ought 
not  to  be  supposed  to  be  an  asylum  and  place  of 
congregation  tor  all  solicitors  who  were  unable  to 
practise  in  any  other  country  in  the  world — it 
oughf  to  be  their  desire  to  keep  the  ranks  of  the 
legal  profession  as  pure  as  they  could.  However 
much  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  might  have  worked 
upon  their  feelings  on  this  occasion,  and  however 
much  they  might  sympathize  with  the  misfortunes 
of  this  gentleman,  they  ought  to  resist  such  feel- 
ings, and  refuse  to  re-open  a  question  completely 
set  at  rest  by  i^n  exhaustive  debate  in  1872. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  that,  whichever 
wa^r  honorable  members  mieht  vote  on  this  oc- 
casion, he  was  sure  they  woiud  aU  appreciate  the 
motires  which  had  induced  the  honorable  and 
gallant  Colonel  to  bring  the  subject  forward.  It 
did  credit  to  his  kindness  of  heart,  and  his 
anxious  desire  to  promote  the  cause  of  justice. 
At  the  same  time,  he  claimed  to  be  no  less 
anxious  to  do  justice  than  his  honorable  friend, 
and  it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  great  satis- 
faction to  him  if  he  could  have  telt  himself 
justified  in  roting  for  this  Bill.  But  on  re- 
consideration of  the  whole  facts  of  the  case,  he 
felt  that  he  must  giro  his  rote  on  this  occasion 
as  he  had  ^ven  it  on  previous  occasions.  His 
honorable  friend  had  so  clearly  and  fairly  stated 
the  history  of  the  case,  that  he  need  say  vei^ 
few  words  on  that  subject ;  but  he  thought  the 
Council  ought  to  be  again  reminded  that,  though 
it  was  true  the  Legislature  did  a  wrong  by  ex  pott 
fcteto  legislation  to  Mr.  Smythies,  yet  they  went 
as  fiir  as  they  were  called  upon  to  go  to  remedy 
that  wrong,  when  they  enabled  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  re-admit  him  to  practice  if, 
during  the  time  he  had  been  in  practice  in  New 
Zealand,  his  conduct  had  been  such  as  to  entitle 
him  to  be  retained  in  his  position  as  a  solicitor. 
In  pursuance  of  that  legislation,  the  Judges  heard 
Mr.  Smythies'  petition,  and  his  honorame  friend 
had  not  completely  laid  the  result  before  the 
Council.     It  is  quite  true  that  the  Judges  did 

"  We  may  say  at  once  that  these  charges  would 
not,  either  separately  or  together,  hare  been  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  Court  in  striking  Mr.  Smythies 
off  the  roUs,  or  probably  even  in  suspending  him 
from  practice.  Moreover,  he  has,  in  some  in- 
stances, been  able  to  explain  his  conduct  in  a 
way  more  or  less  satisfactoxy." 

Sut  his  honorable  friena  ought  to  hare  gone 
a  little  farther.    The  Judges  went  on  to  say, — 
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"  Tet  the  qneBtion  hero  being  whether  we  can, 
with  safe  conscience,  affirm  that  he  has  carried 
himself  throughout  these  transactions  as  an  '  up- 
right' man,  we  feel  bound  to  declare  that  wo 
cannot  do  so,  and  that  there  remain,  after  evenr 
allowance  made,  unanswered  imputations  which 
are  fatal  to  his  case." 

That  was  the  deUberate  judgment  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  he  was  sure  honorable 
members  would  admit  that  the  Judges  were  not 
onlj  upright  and  impartial,  but  known  to  them  all 
as  kind-hearted  and  considerate  men.  If,  there- 
fore, the  case  came  before  the  Council  without  anj 
other  feature,  he  would  be  unable  to  yote  for  the 
Bill.  But  that  was  not  the  whole  history  of  the 
case,  as  pointed  out  bj  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
more.  The  Legislature  went  farther  —  and  he 
thought  it  was  to  their  credit  that  they  did  so — 
in  remedjing  the  wrong  which  it  was  asserted 
they  had  inflicted  on  Mr.  Smythies.  In  1872 — 
chiefly,  he  thought,  at  the  suggestion  of  members 
of  that  Council — a  resolution  was  proposed  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  for  the  payment 
to  Mr.  Smythies  of  a  sum  of  money  in  compen- 
sation for  any  wrong  the  Legislature  had  inflicted 
upon  him.  That  resolution  was  passed ;  a  sum 
was  placed  in  the  Appropriation  Act :  that  sum 
was  receiyed  by  Mr.  Smythies,  who  gave  a  receipt 
for  it.  He  considered  Mr.  Smythies  accepted  that 
sum  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  claims  he  had  upon 
New  Zealand.  It  had  been  asserted,  however,  that 
the  question  was  not  what  Mr.  Smythies  was  in- 
duct to  sign,  but  what  was  the  intention  of  Parlia- 
ment in  Yoting  this  money.  Now  that  was  true. 
They  ought  to  ascertain  what  was  the  bond  Jida 
intention  of  the  Parliament  in  Toting  that  money. 
The  rote  would  not  be  largely  debated  by  that 
Council,  as  they  did  not  appropriate  money ;  but 
it  was  debated  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  he  might  be  allowed  to  make  quotations 
from  some  of  the  speeches  made  in  the  course  of 
that  debate.  The  resolution  was  brought  for- 
ward by  Mr.  Bathgate,  and  was  to  the  follow- 
ing effect  :^ 

"  That  a  respectful  address  be  presented  to  His 
Excellency  the  Goremor,  requestmg  him  to  place 
the  sum  of  upon  the  estimates,  to  be  paid 

to  Mr.  Heniy  Smythies  by  way  of  compensation 
for  the  loss  which  he  has  sustained  by  tne  opera- 
tion of  '  The  Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment 
Act,  1866*" 

In  moving  that  resolution,  Mr.  Bathgate  made 
a  speech  from  which  the  following  were  quota- 
tions : — 

"The  question  might  be  summed  up  in  this 
way :  How  much  loss  had  Mr.  Smythies  sustained 
through  the  action  of  the  House  m  passing  *  The 
Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Act,  1866'? 
He  might  sum  up  the  whole  question  by  quotine 
one  single  sentence  from  a  short  note  handed 
to  him  oy  Mr.  Smythies.  He  states,  '  If  I  am 
turned  adrift  without  compensation,  which  would 
enable  me  to  establish  myself  in  some  other  busi- 
ness, the  remainder  of  my  life,  and  that  of  my 
wife,  must  be  one  of  utter  poverty  and  misery;'  ^' 

Therefore  Mr.  Smythies  asked  that  sum,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  ooming  to  Parliament  again, 
bat  for  the  purpose  of  eetablishing  himself  in 


some  other  business.    Mr.  Bathgate  went  on    t* 
say,— 

**  It  was  right  that  they  should  take  into  con 
sideration  the  future  value  of  his  business.  Thej 
had  taken  away  not  only  the  four  years'  employ' 
ment,  but  they  had  token  awaj  the  full  Taluc  oi 
the  profits  he  would  have  received  from  hie  busi- 
ness during  the  future." 

And  again, — 

"They  could  atone  to  some  extent  for  the 
wrone  done,  and  put  an  end  to  that  muoh-rexed 
Question,  by  enabling  liim  to  turn  his  attention 
auring  his  remaining  days  to  some  other  line  of 
business,  and  preventing  that  poverty  and  ruin 
which  must  overtake  him  if  compensation  be 
refused." 

It  seemed  to  him  that  that  was  conclusive  as 
to  the  understanding  upon  which  the  House  was 
asked  to  vote  the  money  by  the  gentleman  who 
proposed  this  resolution.  Then  the  gentleman 
who  followed  him,  Mr.  Murray,  stated, —  ' 

"  He  did  not  think  the  House  was  in  a  position 
to  vote  such  a  sum  as  would  indemnify  Mr. 
Smythies  for  all  the  loss  he  had  sustained  {  but 
some  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  matter, 
not  merely  in  regard  to  compensation,  but  in 
order  to  close  the  subject,  which  had  been  brought 
before  them  for  the  last  two  years." 

Then  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  who  spoke  very  strongly 
in  support  of  Mr.  Smythies'  case,  said,— < 

"  £te  had  seen  a  letter  by  which  it  appeared 
that  to  carry  out  the  proposal  which  he  (Mr. 
Yogel)  made  on  the  previous  day,  that  he  should 
have  a  yearly  grant,  with  a  view  to  his  ooming 
up  to  the  Legislature  from  year  to  year  to  seek 
redress,  would  be  impossible,  because  Mr.  Smy- 
thies felt  that  he  haa  no  longer  strength  to  do 
himself  justice.  He  was  old  and  feeble  now,  and 
broken  down,  and  did  not  feel  equal  to  making 
further  efforts.  Therefore,  all  they  could  do  in 
the  matter  was  to  make  a  money  grant,  which  at 
once  and  for  eyer  would  settle  the  matter." 

Then  Mr.  Steward  said,— 

'*If,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature,  the  House  could  not 
reinstate  Mr.  Smythies,  all  they  could  do  was  to 
give  him  some  money  grant,  and  thus  end  the 
matter.  It  had  been  suggested  that  tbere  should 
be  an  annual  grant.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
suggestion,  ae  ne  thought  it  would  be  better  for 
the  House  to  finally  settle  the  question,  which 
had  been  for  some  considerable  time  before  the 
public,  the  Legislature,  and  the  Judges  in  various 
ways." 

buring  the  same  debate.  Sir  Julius  Voml 
quoted  a  speech  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller 
in  the  Ooundl,  in  which  he  stated, — 

"  There  were  many  ways  of  treating  it.  There 
was  the  way  proposed  by  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
and  there  was  also  a  money  reparation  way.  He 
maintained  that  it  would  be  better  to  pay  £10,000 
to  that  individual,  if  wrong  bad  been  done  him, 
than  for  them  to  repeal  an  Act  which  was  foanded 
absolutely  upon  what  was  right  in  the  abstract 
and  in  every  other  way." 

He  made  also  a  quotation  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Sewell,  as  follows : — 

"  Ab  to  the  question  of  oompeniatioDi  he  pe^ 
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fcctlT  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  that  it 
mold  be  better  lor  the  colony  to  pay  £10,000 
rather  than  adopt  such  a  course  as  was  pro- 
poeed.** 

He  asked  anj  honorable  member  whether 
•fter  reading  those  speeches — tbe  speech  of  tbe 
proposer  and  of  the  eliief  supporter  of  Mr. 
Smjthies'  claim  —  it  was  not  aoundantlj  clear 
that  the  intention  of  the  House  in  roting  that 
anm  of  £1,000  was  to  settle  not  only  claims  for 
past  grieranoes,  but  to  setUe  the  matter  for  ever. 
He  fdt  stronglj  on  the  subject,  because  at  the 
time  the  money  had  to  be  paid  he  filled  the  office 
of  Colonial  Secretory,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  see 
the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  giyen  efPectr  to. 
He  required  the  Attomey-Genend  to  prepare  a 
Teiy  dear  and  diitinct  receipt  to  be  signed  by  Mr. 
Smythtes  before  he  received  the  money.  That 
leceipt  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  and  he  held  a 
eopy  in  his  band.  In  that  receipt  Mr.  Smythies 
stated 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  suggested  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  read  the  whole  of 
tbe  receipt. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  only  proposed  to  read 
a  portion  of  it,  because  he  was  afraid  of  weaiying 
the  Council.    Howerer,  the  receipt  was  as  fol- 


"  I,  the  undersigned  Henry  Smythies,  do  here- 
liT  acknowledge  that  I  have  this  day  receiTod  irom 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds 
(£1,000)  steiiing,  being  a  sum  of  money  which, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
of  the  said  colony,  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
October  instant,  was  Toted  to  be  paid  to  me  'by 
way  of  oompensation  for  the  loss  which  he  has 
sustained  by  the  operation  of  'The  Law  Prao- 
titiooers  Act  Amendment  Act,  1866:*  And  I 
do  hereby  further  acknowledge  and  declare  that 
the  said  sum  is  received  by  mc  in  full  discharge 
and  satislaction  of  all  or  any  claims  or  demands 
which  I  allege  to  haye  or  to  haye  had  against  tbe 
said  colony  or  the  G^eral  Assembly  thereof,  for 
or  by  reason  of  anything  contained  in  '  The  Law 
PractitionerB  Act  Amendment  Act,  1866,*  or  any 
Act  amending  the  same,  and  which  may  in  any 
fl»nner  haye  affected  or  concerned  me,  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  the  respect  of  the  practice  of  the 
profession  of  a  barrister  of  the  Supreme  Court 
or  solicitor  thereof,  or  any  other  function,  duty, 
or  priyile^  which  as  such  barrister  or  solioitor  I 
was  or  nught  haye  been  entitled  to  perform  or 


He  oould  not  possibly  understand  how  any 
gentleman,  in  the  &oe  of  that  document,  could 
say  that  the  £1,000  which  was  paid  to  Mr. 
Smythies  was  in  compensation  for  claims  for 
previous  losses,  and  not  in  full  satisfaction  of  all 
claims  he  had  on  account  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1866.  On  those  grounds,  he  thought  tlie 
Council  must  absolutely  say  No  to  the  proposition 
of  his  honorable  and  gallant  friend.  If  they  did 
sot,  he  thought  they  would  be  giving  way  not 
to  tbe  real  merits  of  the  case,  but  to  the  sheer 
force  of  importunity  which  Mr.  Smythies  brought 
to  bear  upon  them.  His  honorable  friend  had 
drawn  a  very  touching  picture  of  the  painful 


position  in  which  Mr.  Smythies  was  placed.  The 
honorable  gentleman  had,  he  thought,  a  little 
overdrawn  it.  It  was  not  quite  correct  that  they 
debarred  Mr.  Smithies,  who  was  a  man  of  great 
ability,  from  earning  his  livelihood  in  some  other 
way,  because,  in  point  of  fact,  they  knew  he  was 
doing  so ;  but  what  his  honorable  friend  asked 
them  to  do  was  to  enable  Mr.  Smythies  again  to 
go  to  the  Supreme  Court,  to  be  put  back  into  the 
position  of  an  officer  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
position  of  solicitor  was  one  of  very  great  power, 
and  to  which  were  attached  considerable  privi- 
leges. He  was  a  person  in  whom  the  Court 
necessarily  placed  very  great  confidence,  and 
whose  word  and  certificate  it  took  as  it  did  not 
take  that  of  any  ordinary  person.  The  question 
now  before  them  was,  were  they,  after  the  Court 
had  once  refused,  as  the  extracts  he  had  road 
thovred,  to  send  Mr.  Smythies  back  again  to  the 
Court  and  say,  "  We  wish  you  again  to  consider 
whether  Mr.  Smythies  should  not  be  placed  in 
the  position  of  an  officer  of  the  Court"?  He 
did  not  think  an j thing  that  had  come  before 
them  had  shown  that  this  was  just.  The  history 
of  Mr.  Smythies  since  he  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice—part of  which  had  been  laid  before  them  in 
affidavits — showed,  he  thought,  that  it  would  be  a 
great  misfortune  to  the  locality  in  which  he  re* 
sided  if  he  were  readmitted  to  practice  as  a  soli- 
oitor and  barrister  of  the  Supreme  Court.  His 
course  of  conduct  during  the  time  he  was  prac- 
tising, as  shown  in  the  affidavits,  was  such  that 
they  would  be  inflicting  a  very  great  injury — to 
use  the  mildest  term — upon  any  community,  and 
would  be  doing  it  a  great  wrone,  if  they  went  out 
of  their  way  to  again  place  Mr.  Smytnies  in  the 
position  of  a  solicitor.  On  those  grounds,  and 
on  the  ground  that  what  had  been  done  in  the 
matter  of  the  grant  of  money  was  done  in  full 
satisfaction  of  any  claims  Mr.  Smythies  might 
have,  and  was  received  by  him  in  full  satisfaction, 
he  thought  they  were  bound  to  refuse  to  enter- 
tain this  application.  While  he  ^ve  fuU  credit 
to  his  honorable  friend  for  his  kind  motives  in 
bringing  this  subject  forward,  he  felt  bound  to 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that,  while 
the  difficulties  in  this  case  certainly  originated 
with  Mr.  Smythies  himself,  he  must  express  his 
regret  that  in  these  later  stages  needless  difficul- 
ties appeared  to  have  been  interposed  which  were 
not  attributable  to  the  action  of  that  gentleman. 
He  must  admit  that,  after  what  had  been  read  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  it  would  seem  that  it  was  un- 
derstood, at  any  rate  by  the  Legislature,  that  the 
compensation  of  the  session  of  1872  was  intended 
to  be  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  Mr. 
Smythies.  Yet  Mr.  Smythies  himself  did  not 
hold  that  yiew  of  the  subject ;  and  he  would 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  however 
hopeless  it  might  be.  On  a  former  occasion  it 
fell  to  his  lot,  by  direction  of  the  Petitions  Com- 
mittee, to  introduce  a  Bill,  which  was  rejected, 
and  which  proposed  to  afford  relief  to  Mr. 
Smythies.  On  that  occasion  he  went  fully  into 
the  merits  of  the  case,  and  he  then  said,  what 
he  now  repeated,  as  regarded  the  charges  of 
sharp  practice  against  Mr.  Smythies — ^whum  had 
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beeji  kindly  recirculated  amongst  tbem  in  the 
form  of  a  parliamentary  paper — that  when  they 
inyestigatea  them  and  went  fully  into  the  merits 
of  the  case,  it  appeared  that  there  had  been  a 
little  sharp  practice  on  both  sides ;  but  that  on 
the  other  side  the  sharp  practice  had  been  far 
worse  than  that  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Smythies. 
He  was  sorry  that  an  additional  difficulty  had 
been  thrown  in  the  way  by  the  wording  of  the 
receipt  which  was  signed  for  the  money,  but  he 
could  not  himself  see  his  way  to  regard  that  as 
an  insuperable  difficulty.  Ho  was  afraid  that 
Mr.  Smythies  signed  the  receipt  at  a  time  when 
he  had  very  little  prospect  of  further  relief  with- 
out additional  eyidence ;  and  he  could  only  ac- 
count for  it  by  supposing  that,  possiMy,  the 
£1,000  appeai*ed  a  yery  large  consideration,  and 
that  the  mnocent  simplicity  of  Mr.  Smythies  was 
not  equal  to  the  occasion.  He  would  support 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  would  support  the 
amendment.  After  the  remarks  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  there  was  yery  little  to  be  said. 
Those  honorable  gentlemen  had  gone  into  yery 
nearly  eyery  point ;  but  there  was  one  particular 
on  which  he  tnought  he  might  add  a  little  to  what 
had  been  said,  and  that  was  with  reference  to  the 
character  of  the  legislation.  As  honorable  mem- 
bers would  remember,  the  clause  that  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Law  Practitioners  Act  was  modelled 
upon  a  clause  in  an  English  Act  of  George  I., 
which,  he  thought,  yery  clearly  laid  down  the 
principle  upon  which  legislation  of  this  character 
shoula  be  based,  and  affisrded  ample  reason  for 
enacting  proyisions  which  might  be  stigmatized  as 
retrospectiye,  and  would  also  justify  that  retro- 
spectiye  legislation.  The  clause  in  the  Engliah 
Act  read  as  follows : — 

"And  for  ayoiding  the  ereat  mischiefs  and 
abuses  which  arise  m>m  infamous  and  wicked 
oersons  already  conyicted  of  wilful  pexjury  or 
foMferv,  &o." 

If  there  was  one  class  more  than  another  likely 
to  be  dangerous  to  a  community,  it  was  the  class 
of  lawyers  of  a  character  described  in  that  clause ; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that,  though  the  Act  might 
be  stigmatized  as  retrospectiye  legislation,  it  acted 
justl;^  in  debarring  such  persons  firom  holding  a 
position  which  would  place  them  in  confidential 
relations  with  the  most  helpless  of  the  oommu- 
nity.  If  persons  of  that  character  were  allowed 
to  practise,  it  would,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fox  had 
said  in  another  place,  be  simply  placing  the 
wolyes  in  charge  of  the  sheepfold.  That  retro- 
spectiye legislation,  such  as  this  might  be  called, 
could  be  justified,  he  would  show  by  reading  an 
extract  from  what  was  said  in  1871  on  this  sub- 
ject in  another  place  by  Mr.  BoUeston.  That 
honorable  gentleman  then  said, — 

'*  It  had  been  said  that  retrospectiye  legislation 
was  ui^ust  and  unfair.  Now,  generally,  the  ob- 
jection to  retrospectiye  legislation  had  an  element 
of  truth  in  it,  which  made  it  exceedingly  takina ; 
but  in  a  case  like  the  present  it  was  inapplicable. 
Betrospectiye  legislation  might  be  unjust  and 
unfiiir  where  the  rights  of  indiyiduals  had  been 
ii\juriously  afilscted  in  a  way  which  had  not  been 


contemplated  at  the  time  it  was  passed  ;   bat  it 
appeared    to   him   that   the   criminal    law    was 
founded    on    principles   which   were    universal, 
uniform,  and  fixed,  and  which  did  not    depend 
upon   a  question  of  time.     It  was  no    injustioe 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  pass  a  law   which 
declared  that  a  certain   crime  incapacitated   a 
man  from  practising  a  certain  professiosj   when 
such  a  law  was  passed  in  the  intereats  of  the 
public  generally.    It  was  not  for  the  purpose  of 
inflicting  pain  or  punishment  upon  an  indiTidual, 
but  for  the  protection  of  the  public." 

With  that  object  he  held  that  such  action  was 
justifiable.     He  concurred  so  fully  in  the  remarks 
that  had  fallen  from  both  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  had  opposed  the  Bill,  that  he  would 
only  be  wearying  the  Council  if  he  repeated,  per- 
haps in  less  eloquent  terms,  what  had    alrouly 
been  said.    His  recollection  of  the  particulars  of 
this  case,  and  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  of 
the  circumstances,  did  not  exactly  bear  out  his 
honorable  friend   Colonel  Brett  in  stating  that 
Mr.  Smythies  gained  no   pecuniary  adyantage 
from  the  crime  of  which  he  was  conyicted ;  for, 
if  he  recollected  the   circumstances  aright,  he 
forg^ed  the  order  to  recoyer  oosts  firom  a  client 
affamst  whom  he  had  no  other  recourse,  and  from 
whom  he  could  not  haye  legally  recoyered   the 
costs,  amounting  to  about  £300  or  £400,  without 
some  such  action  as  he  took.    He  could  hardly 
be  said  to  haye  gained  no  pecuniary  adyantage. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  a.  B.  JOHNSON  had  listened 
with  some  surprise  to  this  debate,  because  he  had 
heard  a  good  deal  concerning  the  case  of  a  certain 
indiyidual,  but  not  a  word  about  the  Bill  itself. 
Now,  he  had  looked  through  the  Bill,  and  he 
could  not  find  any  reference  whatoyer  to  Mr. 
Smythies,  or.  anything  affecting  his  case.    The 
Bill  apparently  was  introduced  with  the  object  of 
making  clear  some  points  which  were  not  quite  ' 
clear  in  the  law  of  1871,  as  to  granting  fiu^ilities 
for  persons  to  go  before  the  Court  and  haye  their 
oases  reheard.    He  thought  it  was  a  great  pity 
that  Mr.  Smythies'  name  had  been  brought  up 
on  this  occasion.    He  felt  a  certain  amount  of 
sympathy  for  that  gentleman,  but  he  reoognixed 
that  it  was  yery  much  his  own  fault  that  he  had 
not  been  readmitted  to  the  Bar.    He  bad  no 
doubt  that,  had  he  been  able  to  satisfy  the  Judges 
that  up  to  the  time  of  his  application  for  read- 
mission  his  conduct  had  been  proper,  he  would 
haye  been  readmitted.    He  would  not  enter  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  but  would  repeat, 
with  regard  to  the  Bill  now  before  the  Council, 
that  there  was  nothing  that  should  frighten  them 
yery  much.    The  main  point  seemed  to  be  con- 
tained in  the  last  dause.    He  belieyed  there  was 
some  doubt  as  to  whether,  under  the  existing 
law,  a  person  could  make  a  second  application 
for  readmission,  and  he  thought  it  was  desutkble 
that  this  point  should  be  decided.    No  doubt  it 
might  be  said  it  was  not  right,  after  persons  had 
once  been  refused,  to  giye  them  an  opportunitj 
to  bother  the  Judges  again  and  again  with  sppli* 
cations  for  admission  ;  but  he  beUeyed  no  Judge 
would,  in  any  way,  object  to  rehear  a  case,  pro- 
yided  there  were  sufficient  grounds  disdosea  in 
affidayits  to  lead  him  to  think  the  applioant  was 
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cDtiUed  to  a  rehearing.  He  woald  certaiDly  yote 
Cor  the  Moond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Tba  Hod.  Captain  fBASER  aaid  he  intended 
to  eapport  the  Bill.  He  belieTed  the  adoption 
of  the  word  "  upright"  at  indicating,  with  other 
teime,  the  nature  of  the  conduct  which  Mr. 
Smjthiee  ehoQld  prore  to  have  obserTed  during 
the  time  of  his  probation,  or  between  the  passing 
ol  tlie  Act  of  1866  and  the  period  of  his  applica- 
taoa  lor  readmiseion,  had  rendered  it  impossible 
for  tlie  unfortunate  man  to  get  inside  the  Bar ; 
and  he  remembered  how  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell 
lanched  triumphantlj  when  he  saw  that  word 
inaeited  in  the  Act  of  1871. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  BBSTT,  in  repl/,  would 
remind  honorable  members  that  this  case  had 
been  twice  before  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature, 
■ad  had  been  twice  inireetiffated  by  the  respective 
Petitions  Committees,  and  he  might  say,  with 
regard  to  the  Committee  of  the  CouncU,  that  it 
had  been  &Tourably  reported  upon  on  both  occa- 
-' —      He  did  not  think  it  was  liberal  on  the 


part  of  the  Council  to  repudiate  the  decision  of 
Its  Select  Committee,  which,  every  one  would 
admit,  had  always  taken  the  greatest  care  in 
amving  at  its  conclusions.  The  kst  petition  on 
the  siib}eet  prayed  that,  if  any  wrong  had  been 
done  to  this  uufoHunate  gentleman,  it  might  be 
rectified ;  and  that  petition  was  signed  by  nine- 
tasn  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  were  members  of 
the  ImiI  profession*  If  the  legal  profession  peti- 
tkmed  that  this  gentleman  should  be  allowed  to 
piactise  again,  he  could  not  see  how  the  laity 
could  object  The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had  said  that 
the  £1,000  was  ^iven  to  Mr.  Smythies  as  compen- 
sation on  condition  that  he  never  again  brought 
his  case  forward.  He  (Colonel  BretQ  understood 
that  that  money  was  given  to  him  in  adjustment 
oi  aU  money  claims.  Surely  it  was  not  in  the 
nature  of  a  money  transaction  when  a  man  sought 
to  redaim  his  character  and  his  honor !  A  geuUe- 
q's  honor,  no  matter  of  what  profession  he  was, 
I  as  dear  to  him  as  life  itself ;  and  he  trusted 
tho  Council  would  take  that  view  of  the  case. 
In  regard  to  the  payment  of  compensation,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Council  he  would  read  a 
letter  by  the  late  Premier,  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  the 
original  of  which  he  had  himself  read  some  time 
■go,  and  which  was  in  contradiction  of  the  view 
xSkmk  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  when  giving  his 
version  of  Mr.  Smythies'  receipt.  The  Tetter  was 
as  follows : — 

"  14th  July,  1876. 

"  DsAB  Sis, — In  reply  to  your  letter,  I  have 
to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  £1,000  paid  to  you 
debars  you  from  any  further  claim  for  compensa- 
tion, but  not  from  taking  any  stops  you  think  fit, 
or  the  Legislature  from  taking  any  steps  it  thinks 
fit,  to  relieve  you  from  the  disabilities  under  which 
you  labour. — I  remain,  &c., 

"Julius  Vogel." 

That  receipt  surely  did  not  preclude  Mr. 
Smythies  from  appealing  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  to  be  allowed  to  appear  before  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  were  the  guardians  of 
the  honor  and  purity  of  the  Bar.  They  were  not, 
he  hoped,  going  to  shut  the  door  of  the  Temple 
of  Justice  against  this  gentleman.    Locks,  bolts, 
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and  bars  should  fly  asunder  to  justice.  Justice 
was  what  this  unfortunate  gentleman  wanted; 
and  he  merely  asked  that  the  Judges  should 
report  upon  his  case  again.  If  the  Judges  re- 
ported unfavourably,  he  would  then  be  debarred 
from  practising  j  but  if  they  reported  favourably, 
and  Mr.  Smythies  was  permittea  to  practise  again, 
surely  they  would  not  object  to  that,  or  oppose 
such  a  thing,  nor  could  they  feel  sorry  if  this 
gentleman,  after  a  full  inquiry,  were  allowed  to 
resume  his  profession.  He  would  say  no  more, 
but  express  a  hope  that  the  Council,  with 
Christian  humanity,  would  temper  justice  with 
mercy. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  *now'  proposed 
to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the  question  ; "  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         11 

Noes         16 


Majority  against. . . 


Atxb. 


Mr.  Adand, 
Captain  BaUlie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Nurse, 


Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Rhodes, 
Mr.  Scotland. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Peterson, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Major  Bichmond,  C3., 

Mr.  Bobinson, 

Mr.  Bussell, 

Mr.  Stokes, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  carried. 

GOLD  DUTIES  BILL. 
•  The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  hoped  it 
would  receive  more  favourable  consideration  than 
the  last  Bill  they  had  before  them.  Its  object 
was  to  reduce  tlie  export  duty  on  fold  from  2s. 
to  Is.  6d.  an  ounce.  He  believed  that  in  Otago 
the  feeling  was  universal  amongst  the  miners 
that  such  a  reduction  should  take  place  ;  but  he 
believed  that  in  Westland  and  Auckland  there 
was  a  division  of  feeling.  However,  ho  did  not 
know  that  even  in  those  parts  of  the  colony  the 
majority  were  not  in  favour  of  such  a  reduction. 
There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  at  the  present 
moment  it  was  a  question  whether  it  would  be  a 
profit  or  loss  to  continue  mining  in  certain  parts 
of  the  country,  owing  to  tlie  imposition  of  this 
duty.  Honorable  gentlemen  might  say  that  it 
was  a  rental  for  the  use  of  the  land,  but  it  must 
be  recollected  that  there  were  very  many  other 
duties  imposed  on  miners  besides  this  export 
duty.  The  miners  had  to  pay  for  their  miners' 
rights  at  the  rate  of  £1  per  annum ;  and  they 
also  had  to  pay  for  miners'  licenses,  registration 
fees,  and  for  water  rights.  The  whole  taxation  of 
the  miners  amounted  to  £82,000  a  year,  which  on 
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16,000  people  amounted  to  £5  2s.  6d.  per  head ; 
and  the  gold  export  duty  amounted  to  2i  per 
cent,  of  the  yalue.  The  miners,  as  honorable 
gentlemen  were  no  doubt  aware,  had  sent  a  com- 
munication to  the  Premier,  froih  whidi  he  would 
read  the  following  extract : — 

"  We  venture  to  assure  jou  that,  so  far  from 
the  miners  wishing  to  eyade  local  taxation  for 
necessary  works,  they  are  quite  willing  to  pay 
such  equitable  rate  as  may  be  agreed  to  by  any 
local  gOTemment  existing,  or  which  may  be  called 
into  existence,  in  which  they  are  fairly  repre- 
sented ;  provided  that  it  is  not  specially  collected 
from  them  as  a  class  for  the  supposititious  benefit 
of  the  population  of  all  classes  in,  and  to  come  in 
during  th^  next  few  years,  their  district,  county, 
or  proTince." 

in  answer  to  that,  the  Premier  said, — 

"Under  the  new  system,  which  will  I  hope 
preyail,  each  district  will  hare  to  attend  to  its 
own  wants ;  and  there  are  few  gold  field  districts 
which  will  be  able  to  afibrd  to  dispense  with  aid 
from  the  gold  fields  revenue,  including  export 
duty.  I  think  you  wiU  find  tliat,  under  the 
Government  proposals,  the  residents,  including 
the  holders  pi  miners'  rights,  in  gold  fields,  will 
have  very  substantial  powers  of  self-government. 
We  do  not  propose  to  give  a  power  to  tax  mining 
property ;  and  the  whole  of  the  gold  fields  reve- 
nue, including  export  duty,  which  we  propose  to 
surrender,  will,  I  think,  be  too  valuable  a  resource 
for  the  gold  fields  community,  after  due  consider- 
ation, to  be  vrilling  to  foreeo." 

That  was  theproposal  of  the  Government ;  but 
since  that  the  Kating  Bill  had  passed  the  Legis- 
lature, and  the  clause  exempting  mining  property 
from  rates  had  been  struck  out.  Therefore  the 
miners  would  be  rated  under  the  Rating  Act; 
and,  in  return  for  that,  he  thought  the  least  the 
Council  could  do  was  to  reduce  the  export  duty 
on  gold.  The  whole  of  the  reduction  proposed  to 
be  made  was  only  25  per  cent,  of  the  present 
amount  imposed,  and  would  not  fall  heavily  on 
sudi  a  rich  district  as  Westland,  where  thousands 
of  people  were  now  rushing  to,  or  in  the  Province 
of  Auckland  ;  but  it  would  be  a  very  substantial 
benefit  to  the  province  from  which  he  came.  In 
other  colonics,  the  gold  duty  had  been  almost 
entirely  abolished  ;  and  he  thought  they,  as  time 
went  on,  should  abolish  the  gold  duty  too.  He 
thought  this  was  a  proposal  which  the  Council 
would  warmly  support ;  and  ho  hoped  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  would  be  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  hoped  his  honor- 
able friend  would  not  be  disgustea  b^  his  making 
the  same  proposal  with  regard  to  this  Bill  as  was 
successfully  made  with  reference  to  the  last  BiU. 
He  would  now  move,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  six  months.  He  had  various 
reasons  for  moving  this  amendment.  They  all 
knew  that  the  gold  miners  had  special  privileges. 
They  had  all  along  enjoyed  an  immunity  from 
certain  local  rates  ;  they  bad  a  political  franchise 
given  to  them  on  account  of  their  miner's  right; 
and  a  large  expenditure  was  saved  to  them  by 
the  escort  which  the  Goiemment  provided. 
They  also  had  very  expensive  roads  constructed 


to  the  uiost  populous  centres  on  the  gold  fields 
and,  in  some  cases,  railways  had  been   ptashec 
forward.    And,  more  than  that,  as  part  o£  tb< 
large  scheme  of  Public  Works  and  Immig^ration 
in -some  distriots  very  expensive  waterworks  had 
been  made  to  aid  them  in  prosecating  an  industry 
which  was  of  a  transient  dharacter.      Now,   he 
thought  that,  so  long  as  special  privileges  vrere 
continued    to    be  given  to   miners,    they    must 
expect  to  have  to  bear  some  special  burdens,  and 
the  special  burden  in  this  case  was  not'  so  rery 
onerous  afler  alL    It  should  also  be    borne  in 
mind  that  it  was  probable  that,  if  they  lightened 
the  special  burden  in   this  case,  in  aocordanoo 
with   the  proposal  of  this  Bill,  it  -was   not  at 
all  certain  that  they  would  bo  lightening   any 
burden  which  pressed  upon  the  miner.      It  hy 
no  means  followed  that  if  the  gold   duty  was 
lessened,  the  miner  alone  would  be  benefit^  hj 
it.    He  was  disposed  to  think  that  in  most  oases 
it  would  not  be  the  gold  miners,  but  the  gold 
buyers — the  banks — that  would  gain  by  this  pro- 
posal.      But  independently   of  that  altogether, 
and  upon  the  other  consideration  to  which  he 
had  referred,  he  thought  it  would  be  quite  time 
enough,  when  the  miners  were  placed  upon  the 
same  footing  as  all  other  settlers  with  respect  to 
political  and  other  privileges,  to  release   them 
from  this  special  liability.     They  knew  very  well 
that  at  the  present  time  the  mining  interest  was 
a  pQwer^  the  State,  and  had  be^  enabled  to 
become  so  and  continue  so  mainly  because  their 
representatires  represented  a  class.    He  had  not 
the  least  doubt  that  that  had  been  felt  in  various 
Le^slatures.    He  could  speak  for  one  at  least,  iu 
which  the  power  of  that  dais  of  representatives 
had  involved  the  Provincial  Gt)vemment  in  very 
large  and  not  unfrequenlly  unnecessary  expendi- 
ture.   Now,  representatires  from  the  gold  fields 
said  they  did  not  desire  to  be  left  separate  from 
other  settlers ;  that  they  sought  no  special  priyi- 
leges — that  the^  desired  to  be  considered  as  part 
of  the  population.     He  would  say,  in  reply  to 
that,  if  such  was  the  case  let  them  withdraw  the 
special  privileges  which  the  miners  now  enjoyed, 
and  then  relieve  them  from  special  liabilities.    In 
former  sessions  various  alterations  had  been  made 
in  the  Electoral  Acts,  but  he  did  not  find  that 
the  representatires  of  mining  districts  were  willing 
to  an;ree  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  special  politicsl 
pririleges  which  they  enjoyed.     Ho  remembered 
rery  well  one   occasion,  in  which  the  Miners' 
Bepresentation  Act  was  altered,  and  there  being 
a  difierence  of  opinion  between  that  Council  and 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.   He  dared  say 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  could  recollect  that  oocasioo, 
because  a  member  of  the  Conference  reminded 
that  honorable  gentleman  of  the  *' revoeare  ^ra- 
dum"  and  he  uiought  they  had  found  that  that 
anticipation  was  correct.   Then  there  wm  another 
view  to  be  taken   of  this  question.    The  Hon. 
Mr.  Campbell  referred  to  the  declaration  that 
the  miners  were  willing  to  bear  local  bardens. 
Now,  under  the  altered  system  of  things— the 
new  order  that  was  about  to  be  e stabliilied— be 
opprehended  that  this  gold  duty  and  all  those 
special  gold  revenues  woidd  become  local  rerenue, 
so  that  in  fact  it  would  not  be  a  wiUidrswal  of 
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rerenae  from  a  locality  for  general  purposes,  but 
the  application  of  special  local  rerenae  to  local 
purpoees  ;  and  that,  he  thought,  ought  to  satisfj 
the  mining  community.  It  seemed  to  him  that, 
if  the  gold  rerenue  was  to  be  materially  lessened, 
some  counties  would  find  it  rather  di£Scult  to 
niako  both  ends  meet.  While  moTtng  the  amend- 
ment, that  the  Bill  be  read  that  day  six  months, 
he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  his 
great  desire  was  to  see  the  miners  rank  with  the 
rest  of  the  community,  subject  to  no  special  lia- 
bilities  and  entitled  to  no  special  priTileges. 

*  Mr.  BONAR  said  that,  ae  coming  from  a . 
part  of  the  country  mainly  dependent  upon  gold 
mining,  it  might  be  naturally  expected  that  he 
would  give  his  support  to  a  motion  pft>po8ing  to 
reUcTC  the  miner  from  an  exceptional  tax.  But, 
in  the  fiwe  of  the  great  requirements  of  the  gold 
fields,  and  in  the  &ce  of  the  large  amount  of 
work  that  would  require  to  be  carried  out,  and 
for  which  the  gold  fields  would  have  to  look  to 
the  colony,  in  the  face  of  the  altered  state  of 
things  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  BCenzies,  he 
eould  not  give  his  support  to  any  motion  whioh 
would  haye  the  effect  of  reducing  the  rcTcnue 
from  this  particular  source  by  25  per  cent.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  although  only  25 
per  cent,  was  asked  at  present,  that  was  but  a 

Srelnde  to  the  reduction  of  the  whole  of  the  gold 
uty.  Whiit  would  be  the  position  of  a  huge 
county  like  Westland  if  the  whole  of  the  gold 
duty  was  abolished  ?  Its  position  would  be  simply 
this :  It  would  be  barely  able  to  carry  on  ordi- 
nary  business,  even  with  assistance  from  the  Gto- 
Temment.  In  the  face  of  the  large  population 
there,  with  a  heaTily-timbe|ed  country  and  a  large 
•mount  of  work  to  be  done,  in  the  face  of  the 
large  amount  of  money  still  required  to  be  ex- 
pended in  order  to  construct  and  maintain 
those  water-races  on  which  tlie  future  success 
of  the  gold  fields  so  much  depended,  they  were 
not  in  a  position  to  strike  off  any  item  of 
revenue,  some  few  years  ago,  a  reduction  was 
made  in  the  gold  duty  fiwm  2e.  6d.  to  2e. 
What  followed  P  The  practical  result  was,  that 
allhoftgh  the  gold  duty  was  reduced  by  6d.  an 
ounce,  a  still  greater  reduction  in  the  price  of 
«^d  was  made  by  the  banks,  to  whom  the  whole 
oen^t  went.  There  was  a  oombination  amongst 
the  banks,  and  the  price  of  gold  was  redu^ 
by  Is.  per  ounce.  Therefore  the  reduction  whioh 
was  made  at  that  time  merely  deprived  the  gold 
fields  of  an  amount  of  rerenue  wliich  would 
otherwise  be  available ;  and  when  the  representa- 
tives of  the  mining  diatriots  tried  to  get  assist- 
aoee  for  neoes^ry  works  on  the  gold  fields,  it  was 
continually  thrown  in  their  teeth  that  the  gold 
doty  had  been  reduced.  If  they  now  struok  off  a 
portion  of  this  gold  duty,  the  gold-mining  dis- 
tricts would  hare  to  come  to  the  Assembly  and 
tsk  it  to  make  up  for  the  loss.  He  did  not  think 
that  was  what  the  mining  commanity  desired, 
snd  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  a  desirable  state 
of  things  to  bring  about.  He  maintained  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  mi^rity  of  the  gold  fields 
n  the  colony  to  do  without  the  revenue  coming 
to  them  from  this  special  taxation*  It  had  been 
argued  that  the  mineia  were  peii»otly  wilUng  to 


[  be  rated  the  same  as  other  people,  and  desired  to 
be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other 
I  settlers.  It  had  been  said  that  as  a  matrter  of 
I  fact  the  property  of  the  gold  miners  could  be 
rated,  and  was  rated,  in  the  ordinary  way ; 
but  from  his  own  exporience  he  could  say 
that  they  had  tried  to  rate  gold  miners,  and 
had  utterly  failed  to  do  so.  The  very  farthest 
that  they  had  beeu  able  to  go  was  to  rate  the 
dwellings — the  hut  or  tent  in  which  the  miner 
lired.  As  for  attempting  to  place  a  valuation  on 
a  miner's  claim,  or  upon  anything  of  that  sort, 
it  was  simply  impossible  to  so  fix  the  value  as  to 
recover  the  rates  upon  it.  Therefore,  praclically 
the  miners  were  not  rated.  He  had  known  a 
very  curious  case  in  connection  with  one  of  the 
Boad  Boards  in  Westknd.  The  whole  of  the 
Board,  except  one  member,  paid  no  Yates ;  yet 
those  were  the  persons  who  imposed  rates  on 
freeholders  in  the  district.  He  thought  that 
showed  it  was  impossible  to  arrive  at  the  same 
results  by  direct  rating  tliat  could  be  arrived  at 
by  levying  gold  duty.  Tho  latter  was  easily 
collected,  and  did  not  press  very  heavily  upon 
the  miners.  No  doubt,  if  the  colony  was  in  a 
position  to  dispense  with  it,  and  at  the  same  time 
liad  suflScient  revenue  to  expend  on  necessary 
works  on  gold  fields,  he  would  say.  Abolish  the 
gold  duty.  It  was  special  taxation,  and  he  would 
be  happy  to  see  it  wiped  away.  But  at  the 
present  time  the  colony  could  not  do  witliont  the 
duty,  and  therefore  he  would  bo  forced  to  sup- 
port the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menztes. 
The  Hon.  Oaptain  FBASEB  intended  to  sup- 
port the  motion  of  the  Hoi\.  Mr.  Menzies,  but 
from  an  altogether  different  cause.  He  con- 
sidered that  this  Bill  was  a  popularity-seeking 
sham.  He  was  totally  opposed  to  the  gold  duty 
or  to  any  export  duty  whatever.  He  saw  no 
more  reason  for  an  export  duty  on  gold  than  on 
wool.  He  wished  the  miner  put  on  exactly  the 
same  footing  as  other  people.  Bepeal  their 
special  privileges,  repeal  the  gold  duty ;  let  them 
pay  £1  for  permission  to  mine,  but  no  more. 
Gh>ld  mining  in  Otago  had  now  become  a  quiet 
settled  industry.  Let  them  suppose  a  oompany 
possessing  one  of  those  reels,  with  a  capital  of 
£10,000.  a?hey  might  obtain  in  the  year  10,000 
ounoes  of  gold,  and  after  paying  all  expenses  pro- 
bably rery  little  would  remain  for  net  profit^ 
and  if  they  took  from  that  2s.  an  ounoe— say 
£800,  or  8  per  cent,  on  the  capital — ^it  might  make 
aU  the  difference  between  keepmg  up  opsnitions 
and  putting  a  stop  to  tiiem  altogether.  What  he 
would  like  would  be  that  the  Government  during 
the  ]«cess  should  consider  the  question,  and  next 
session  bring  in  a  Bill  placing  the  miners  on  the 
same  footing  as  other  people,  and  repealing  this 
duty  altogether.  With  reference  to  uie  expense 
of  the  escort,  that  was  maintained  not  for  the 
benefit  of  tiie  miners,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the 
banks,  whioh  ought  to  be  compelled  to  bear  the 
oost  instead  of  the  Provincial  Governments.  It 
was  only  in  barbarous  countries  such  as  Buenos 
Ayres  that  export  duties  were  imposed  on  the 
commodities  produced;  and  he  hoped  some 
means  would  be  devised  for  making  nunen  pay 
ratee  in  the  ordinary  mf. 
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•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  aaid  that  this  BiU 
was  introduced  in  another  place  by  apriyate 
member,  bat  in  its  passage  through  the  House  it 
receiyed  the  assent  of  the  GoTernment,  and  he 
would  TOte  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
He  was  free  to  admit,  howeyer,  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides  of  this  ques* 
tion.  In  one  portion  of  the  colony  there  was  a 
gold  field,  with  which  he  had  some  acquaintance, 
which  will  haye  no  other  reyenue  than  that  de- 
rirable  from  this  particular  source ;  and  lie  was 
aware  that  this  reduction  in  the  duty,  small  as  it 
was,  would  be  yery  greatly  felt  by  that  commu- 
nity, whMi  it  came  to  depend,  as  it  would  shortly, 
solely  upon  gold  fields  reyenue  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  works  within  the  district.  He  alluded 
to  the  Thames  Cbld  Field.  He  did  not  know 
enough  of  the  circumstances  of  other  parts  of 
the^  oolony  to  be  able  to  say  whether  or  not  it 
would  be  desirable  there  to  make  this  redaction. 
But  it  was  within  his  recollection  that  the  Otago 
Proyincial  Gh)yemment — as  far  as  he  could  gather 
from  official  sources  which  were  sufficiently  clear 
to  giye  a  glimpse  of  their  real  sentiments — were 
themselyes  not  rery  fayourable  to  a  redaction  of 
that  duty,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  reyenue. 
However,  he  saw  that  this  was  a  question  on 
which  a  difference  of  opinion  might  yery  well  be 
allowed ;  and  as  far  as  other  gold  fields  were  con- 
eemed,  there  were  honorable  gentlemen  in  the 
Council  who  could  speak  with  yery  much  greater 
authority  than  himself. 

The  Hon.  3ir.  PATEBSON  said  he  had  eyer 
looked  upon  this  gold  duty  as  one  of  the  most 
just  and  equitable  taxes  that  was  eyer  imposed 
in  this  country.  The  digger,  as  such,  had  an 
enormous  amount  of  primege  granted  to  him; 
and  this  gold  duty  was  the  only  way  in  which 
they  could  get  at  him  as  a  digger  to  compensate 
for  those  priyileges.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  had 
pointed  out  a  case  in  which  a  Boad  Board  was 
entirely  composed  of  men  who  did  not  pay  rates 
themselyes,  but  who  were  entitled  to  leyy  rates 
upon  the  rest  of  the  community  among  whom 
they  liyed.  He  had  always,  both  in  the  Pro- 
vincial and  General  Legislatures,  opposed  any 
attempt  to  reduce  this  duty,  as  he  had  always 
regarded  it  as  a  just  and  equitable  tax.  He 
would  therefore  vote  against  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  would  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  but  for 
different  reasons  than  stated  by  the  honorable 
gentleman.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal  about 
special  privileges  which  the  miners  enjoyed,  but 
had  not  been  told  what  those  special  privileges 
were.  He  ^niled  to  see  that  the  miners  enjoyed 
any  privilege  for  which  they  did  not  pay,  and 
pay  more  in  proportion  than  any  other  portion  of 
the  community.  He  regretted  very  much  to  find 
that  the  industry  of  minine  was  so  little  appreci- 
ated, and  far  less  understood,  by  honorable  gentle- 
men who  ought  to  know  better,  having  moved 
about  gold  &lds  for  a  considerable  time.  He 
fully  a^«ed  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  that  the  re- 
duction of  6d.  an  ounce  from  the  gold  duty  would 
not  benefit  the  miners  at  all,  or  at  any  rate  not 
to  a  sufficient  extent  to  m^ke  it  desirable  that  the 


duty  should  be  reduced.    On  the  other  lutnd,  tb 
Q-ovemment  did  not  act  with  justice  in  decliziin 
to  abolish  the  duty  altogether.    By  consenting  t 
the  duty  being  reduced,  they  acknowledged   f  ha 
it  was  not  an  equitable  tax,  and,  in  fact,  was  no 
a  just  one.      When  it  was  considered  iliat  thi 
mining  community  in  New  Zealand   had  contri< 
buted  about  a  million  of  money  in  dutj  on  gold, 
some  idea  would  be  formed  of  the  importance  oi 
the  industxy.    Further,  it  should  not  be  forgot 
that  the  individual  miner  paid  far  more  to  the 
Consolidated  Revenue  than  almost  any  other  in- 
^habitant  of  the  colony.    Speaking  of  the  miners 
as  a  body,  and  from  his  own  experience  in  the 
then  County  of  Westland,  he  could  say  that  a 
oommunitjT  of  16,000    souls    oontributeid    more 
than  £100,000  per  annum  to  the  Customs  reve- 
nue ;  and  he  said,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  there  was  no  part  of  New  Zealand  where  an 
equal  number  of  the  inhabitants  paid  so  much 
towards  the  Consolidated  Revenue  as  the  mining 
community.    What  were  the  special  privileges  the 
miner  enjoyed  P    He  had  to  pay  not  only  for  his 
miner's  right,  but  also  for  all  that  yyas  done  for 
him  to  get  justice  in  the  Courts.    If  he  wanted 
surveys  made,  or  if  he  applied  for  other  rights, 
he  was  obliged  to  pay  Yerj  high.    What  was  it 
made  the  miner  reluctant  to  contribute  the  ordi- 
nary taxes  but  these  duties?     He  said,  "I  am 
taxed  already  exceptionally  and  sufficiently.    The 
minine  community  of  the  colony  pays  more  than 
any  other  section,  and  why  should  I  be  taxed  any 
more  ?"    He  had  himself  experienced,  as  County 
Chairman  in  Westland,  how  difficult  it  was  to  col- 
lect taxes  from  the  miners,  but  the  reason  giyen 
was  always  the  existe|ice  of  this  duty.    Honor- 
able members  said  they  wished  to  maintain  the 
gold  duty  in  order  to  supply  funds  to  meet  the 
great  requirements  and  wants  of  the  gold  fields, 
including  water-races  and  so  forth ;  but  he  would 
ask  those  gentlemen,  did  the  miners  expect  to 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  getting  water  for  nothing  ? 
Whenever  the  miners    obtained    supplies  from 
water-races  thev  paid  for  them,  and  paid  very 
dearly.    Thererore  that  argument  wonld  hardly 
hold  good.    He  would  vote  against  this  Bill  be- 
cause he  hoped  and  expected  that  the  Gk>yem- 
ment  would  think  it  just  and  desirable  to  bring 
in  a  measure   to  abolish  the  duty  altogether. 
When  that  was  done  the  miners  woald  wOlingly 
contribute  their  fair  share  of  taxation,  in  Uie 
same  proportion  as  other  sections  of  the  com- 
munity  were  bound  to  do. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  would  like  to 
correct  a  misapprehension  which  the  OouDcil 
might  have  fallen  into  in  consequence  of  the 
remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  said  the  miners  were  specially 
privileged  in  regard  to  voting.  As  far  ai  that 
went  he  agreed  with  the  honorable  member,  and 
he  hoped  that  inequality  would  ultimately  be 
remedied.  But  that  was  no  reason  why  the 
miners  should  be  taxed  in  this  partionlar  way. 
The  honorable  gentleman  then  said  that  the 
miners  had  their  gold  brought  down  free.  Well, 
the  total  cost  of  the  transport  of  gold  in  the . 
Province  of  Otago  was  about  £800.  He  also 
said  that  they  hsud  roi4i  A&d  milways  made^^r 
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them.  Other  portions  of  the  oommiinitj  bad 
n»dt  uid  imilwajt  made,  and  why  should  not  the 
minert?  It  was  no  argument  whatever  to  say 
that  because  roads  had  oeen  made  to  the  gold 
ield«,  therefore  the  miners  should  be  specially 
taxed  for  them.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  a 
road  and  a  railway  not  far  from  where  he  lived, 
and  be  would  object  to  be  specially  taxed  on  that 
soooont  as  against  those  who  had  a  similar  road 
and  rulway.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman 
aigosd  that  this  reduction  would  not  benefit  the 
miners,  but  that  the  banks  would  get  the  adyan- 
tsge  of  it.  He  must  be  aware  that,  with  so  many 
braaefaes  of  banks  on  the  gold  fieldj  and  so  much 
banking  competition  as  there  was  at  present,  the 
itirj  utmost  price  was  given  for  the  gold.  If 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  said  was  true, 
it  would  not  hurt  to  put  another  sixpence  an 
ounos  duty  on  the  miners,  because  then  the 
sdditioaal  sum  would  come  from  the  banks. 
They  might  rest  assured  that  gold,  like  every 
othsr  eoiunodity,  brought  its  full  value,  and  that, 
with  the  competition  which  at  present  existed, 
the  banks,  merchants,  or  whoever  purchased,  paid 
the  utmost  prioe.  He  was  assured  some  time 
sgo  by  a  banker  that  the  only  advantage  banks 
derived  was  an  increase  of  their  circulation,  and 
hs  believed  tiuht  was  the  case.  He  was  much 
pleased  to  hear  the  speech  in  which  the  Hon. 
Obptain  Fraser  advocated  the  redaction  and 
iboUtion  of  the  duty,  but  could  not  account  for 
the  action  he  proposed  to  take  in  voting  against 
the  Bill  when  he  certainly  spoke  very  strongly  in 
its  &T0ur.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time. 

Qnettion  put,  "  That  the  word  '  now,'  proposed 
to  be  omitted,  atand  part  of  the  question  ;'*  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  foUow- 
iag  result: — 

Ayes         8 

Boas         21 


Mijofity  against ... 

18 

ATM.                            ~ 

Kr.OampbeU, 

Mr.  Sootknd. 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Kon. 

Kr.Adand, 

Mr.  Mantell, 

Hr.Bonar, 

Mr.  Mensies, 

Hr.  Cbamberlin, 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Sdwmids, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Cbptain  Fraaer, 

Mr.  Fharasyn, 

Mr.  Gray, 
Hr.^, 

Mr.  Rhodes, 

Major  Bichmond,  O.B., 

Mr.  a.  B.Johnson, 

M?  Bussell, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Stokes, 

Lirat-Colonel  Kenny, 

Colonel  Wlutmore. 

Ifr.  Lahmann, 

The  amendment  was  o 

onseqnently  agreed  to. 

The  Gouneil  adjonnu 

)d  at  a  quarter  to  five 

o'eh)ekp.m. 

HOUSE  OF  EEPBESENTATIVBS. 

Monday,  9/A  October,  1876. 


First  Baadiog  —  Third  Beadingt  —  Abolition -^  Taopiri 
Borisl-croiind—- Telegraph  Station  at  Upper  Montere 
— O.  PfiUips— Sir  J.  Yogel's  Miaeion  to  England— 
Abolition— Financial  Statement— Financial  Arrange- 
mente  Bill— New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'dock. 
Pbatebs. 

FIBST  BEADINCh. 
The  Waitara  Harbour  Boai*d  Bill. 

THIBD  BEADINGS. 
The  Wellington    Debts   Bill,   the    Attomey- 
Gteneral's  Bill,  the  Publio  Trust  Office  BilL 

ABOLITION. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  the  honor,  by 
direction  of  His  Excellency  the  Oovemor,  to  lay 
on  the  table  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  His 
Excellency  by  Sir  George  Grey,  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Auckland,  covering  a  telegram  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  State  for  the  Colonies ;  and  I  move 
Uiat  the  documents  be  read. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  should  like  to  know  why  the 
usual  course  should  be  departed  from  in  this 
particular  instance.  I  consider  that  it  would  be 
a  dangerous  motion  to  pass,  as  the  result  would 
be  that  all  Government  papers  Uid  on  the  table 
during  the  session  might  be  read.  I  do  not  know 
why  Uiis  motion  has  been  made,  and  I  would  ask 
the  Premier  to  state  his  reasons  for  asking  tliat 
this  correspondence  should  be  read.  I  know  not 
what  his  object  is  in  making  this  motion,  unless 
he  means  tnat  we  should  do  no  other  business 
to-day  than  discuss  this  correspondence. 

Sir  G.  GBBY. — ^Before  the  correspondence  is 
read,  I  would  like  to  ask  if  any  discussion  can 
take  plaoe  upon  the  correspondence  after  it  has 
been  read? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  question  will  have  to 
be  put,  That  the  correspondence  be  read.  Any 
honorable  member  may  speak  upon  that  question. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Clibk  read  the  ooxvespondenoe,  as  fol- 
lows : — 
Sir  G.  Gbsy  to  His  Excellency  the  Goybbvob. 
"  Wellington,  7th  October,  1876. 

*'Mt  Lobd, — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose, 
for  your  Excellency's  infonnation,  copy  of  a 
cablegram  which  I  am  just  transmitting  to  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies, London. — I  have,  &c., 

"G.  Gbbt, 
"  Superintendent  of  Auckland. 

"  His  Exoellency  the  Governor." 

(Enclosure.) 

Sir  G.  Gbbt  to  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Sbobbtabt 

of  Statb  for  the  Colokibs,  London. 

'<  Wellington,  N.Z.,  7th  October,  1876. 

*' Urgent. — I  dutifully  refer  to  my  letter  6th 

June  last    Government  determined  to  enforce 

Abolition    Aot   without    consulting    Provincial 

LegisUtuxet,  md  againit  wish  of  provinces  con- 
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tfuning  more  tban  one-half  white  population  of 
colony,  two-tbirds  of  Natives  iucladed.  Disturb- 
anoea  imminent.  Some  threaten  emplojment 
Queen's   ships.    I   earnestly   pray  telegraph  to 

SreTent  disturbances.    Abolition  Act  should  be 
isallowed,  if   FroTincial    Legislature  not  con- 
sulted. "  Qt.  Obey, 

**  Superintendent  of  Auckland. 
"Bight  Hon.  Secretary  of  State 

for  Cobnies." 
Mr.  STOUT.— Would  it  be  open  to  me  now  to 
moTO  that  the  statement  be  printed  ?  If  so,  I  haye 
much  pleasure  in  moTing,  That  the  telegram 
and  letter  coToring  it,  which  have  just  been  read, 
be  ordered  to  be  printed.  In  doing  so,  I  desire 
to  point  out  the  peculiar  course  which  the  Sx- 
eoutiye  of  the  colony  has  taken  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  There  was  another  correspondence 
which  passed  between  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor and  another  Superintendent,  and  I  would 
like  to  know  why  the  Gk>Ternor  has  been  advised 
to  send  the  one  correspondence  to  this  House  and 
not  the  other.  Of  course,  no  members  of  this 
House  will  be  allowed  to  criticise  the  actions 
of  His  Excellency  the  Qovemor,  because  he  only 
acts  by  the  advice  of  his  B£inisters.  Therefore, 
in  criticising  the  action  of  the  Ghovemor,  we  are 
only  criticising  the  action  of  His  Excellency's 
Advisen.  I  think  it  is  an  extraordinary  course 
for  the  Advisen  of  His  Excellency  the  CFovemor 
to  adopt.  What  have  they  done?  There  has 
been  a  correspondence  going  on  between  'His 
Excellency  the  Ghovernor  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Otago.  In  that  correspondence  there  appears 
a  memorandum  signed  by  the  Premier.  The 
statements  in  that  memorandum  are,  I  think, 
peculiar.  I  shall  not  use  a  harsher  term  than 
to  say  that  the  statements  are,  I  think,  peculiar. 
That  correspondence  afforded  a  discussion  in  this 
House  as  to  the  aecuracy  of  some  of  the  state- 
ments contained  in  that  memorandum.  That 
oorrespondenoe  is  carefully  kept  from  the  House ; 
that  correspondence  will  not  appear  in  the 
records  of  this  Home.  How  does  it  happen 
that  the  Governor,  having  had  a  correspondence 
with  two  Superintendents  on  one  and  the  same 
subject,  elects  to  send  to  this  House  the  corre- 
spondence of  one  Superintendent  and  not  that 
of  the  other  ?  I  say  it  is  peculiar  tactics  for 
the  Qovemment  to  adopt.  The  Cbvemment 
then  take  this  further  unusual  course:  They 
■sk  that  the  oomspondenoe  between  the  Qover- 
nor  and  the  Superintendent  of  Auckland. should 
be  read.  On  the  reading  of  the  correspondence, 
the  GK>veniment  and  their  supporters  seem  to 
indulge  in  laughter,  as  if  it  had  been  dona  with  a 
view  to  creating  some  amusement  in  the  House.  I 
cannot  undentand  the  action  of  His  Excellency's 
Advisers.  Do  they  mean  to  say  that  their  own 
memorandum  addressed  to  His  Excellency  is  not 
fit  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  F  Why 
is  it  kept  back  from  the  House?  what  is  the 
meaning  of  it  ?  Then  we  have  also  this  memo- 
randum, this  copy  of  a  telegram  whioh  was  sent 
to  His  Excellency  the  Qovemor  by  the  honorable 
member  Sir  0-.  wvy  out  of  oourte&y  to  His  Ex- 
oeUenoy.  It  is  sent  down  to  this  House  without 
a  word  of  esplaDatioii|  or  anj  intimation  of  tha  I 


steps  which  Ministers  intend  to  take  with  refer- 
ence to  it ;  or  whether  they  agree  with  the  state- 
ments of  his  Honor  tho  Superintendent  of  Auck- 
land or  not.    I  would  like  to  know  whether  tiiej- 
have  considered  this  question  from  a  constitu- 
tional point  of  view,  and  whether  they  do  not 
think  now  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  Provincial 
Legislatures  should  have  been  consulted  in  this 
matter.    I  had  a  right  to  assume  that  Lhej  sent 
down  this  telegram  to  the  House  in  order  that  it 
might  take  action  in  the  direction  of  allowing  the 
Provincial  Legislatures  to  be  consulted.     That  is 
the  only  meaning  I  attach  to  this  telegram  being 
brought  down  to  this  House.    I  would   like  to 
know  why  tliey  did  not  advise  His  £xoellencj 
to  send  down  the  conrespondence  between  the 
Superintendent  of  Otago  and  His  Excellency  ? 
I  would  like  to  know  whether  they  intend  to 
consider  the  constitutional  position  of  affiurs  ; 
and  whether  they  do  not  concur  in  the  advice 
given  in  the  telegram  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 
I  have  only  to  say  that  this  House  should  be 
thankful  to  the    Superintendent   of   Auckland, 
Sir  George  Orey,  for  the  action  he  has   taken 
in  this  matter;  I  think  it  is   proper  action  to 
take.     If  constitutional  views  had  been  adopted, 
the  Provincial  Legislatures    would    have    been 
consulted  before  any  action  was  taken.     That 
is  what  would  have  been  done   in  any  other 
country.    I  ask  the  Government  to  point  out 
one  single  instance  where  legislative  powers  have 
been  taken  from  any  Legislature  without  that 
Legislature  being  first  consulted.    I  move,  That 
the  correspondence  be  printed.    I  am  glad  that 
the  correspondence    has    been   laid  before   the 
House.      I  know  not  why  tho   coirespondenoe 
with   Ministers  has  not  also  been   laid  on  the 
table.      I    am    only   to   suppose   that  the  Qco-' 
vemment  are  rather  ashamed  of  the  correspon- 
dence, and  that  that  is  their  reason  for   not 
bringing  it  before  the  House. 

Mr.  KEES. — It  is  too  late  in  the  day  for  any 
one  to  feel  surprise  at  any  action  taken  by  the 
Government,  otherwise  I  should  have  felt  sur- 
prised at  their  action  in  thus  bringing  dovn 
this    memorandum    from    His    Excellency   the 
GK>vemor,  or  of  course  from  themselves ;  for  we 
know  what  that  means.    Why  has  that  been  put 
before  the  House,  and  not  the  correspondence 
with  another  Superintendent,  as  alluded  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  ?    Whv 
has  the  correspondence  not  been  laid  on  the  table 
in  relation  to  the  Otago  matter,  as  well  as  the 
Auckland  matter?    I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at 
anything  the  present  Ministry  may  do  in  relation 
to  the  matten  which  are  now  agitating  the  coan- 
try,  or  in  relation  to  the  steps  which  may  be 
taken  by  memben  of  the  Opposition,  especially 
the  leading  members  of  the  Opposition,  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter.    I  noticed  that  when  this 
letter   was    read,   several    honorable   gentlemen 
laughed.    I    have  noticed    the   same  thing  on 
several  occasions.    Perhaps  the  Ministry,  for  in- 
stance, can  afford  to  laugh,  and  several  of  their 
supporters.    I  do  not  think  they  will  find  it  any 
laughing  matter  before  any  length  of  time  has 
gone  past.    There  are  no  men  so  blind  as  those 
who  will  not  see ;  and  the  members  of  the  Himi" 
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\gj  ud  their  sapporten  are  prepMred  to  laugh 
at  anythtiig  wfaieh  indteatM  a  spirit  of  resistance 
on  tlM  part  of  the  people  to  any  high-handed 
■mors  attempted  to  be  cairied  through  by  the 
Oovanment  oc  the  colony.  If  they  were  not 
porposely  blind,  if  they  did  not  close  their  eyes 
on  purpose,  they  would  see  lihe  signs  of  the 
times.  Can  it  be  said  by  the  mem&rs  of  this 
House  that  Ihey  do  not  know  that  the  people 
of  a  gicat  portion  of  the  colony  are  mutually 
prs|>ariog  to  resist  the  measures  which  the  Qo- 
Tenment  are  oarrying  through?  Honorable 
Dembsrs  will  find  it  no  laughing  matter.  Those 
who  ou^t  to  know  better  are  determined  to 
carry  out  this  course  of  proceeding  in  this 
Assembly.  I  belieTO  one-half  of  the  honorable 
members  and  the  Ministers  themsekes  know 
better  the  state  of  the  public  feeling,  and  yet, 
notwithstanding  their  serious  misgivings,  they 
are  attempting  to  carry  this  thing  through  by 
•ijnple  bravado.  The  Ministry  and  their  sop- 
portets  are  determined  to  carry  it  through  with 
a  high  hand,  irrespectire  of  the  consequences. 
This  is  not  the  first  time  in  history  that  such  a 
thing  has  been  done,  and  I  suppose  it  will  not  be 
ths  last  time.  Any  person  wno  has  carefully  ex- 
amined this  matter  and  observed  the  position  of 
sffiurs  will  not  say  that  this  is  a  laughing  matter. 
He  will  see  that  the  credit  of  the  colony  is  at 
itsfce,  that  its  financial  position  is  very  critical, 
that  the  colony  is  in  the  throes  of  a  new  birth. 
How  any  honorable  member  oould  dare  to  laugh 
St  these  things,  how  the  members  of  the  Gorem- 
meot  could  dare  to  lauch  when  messages  like 
theie  are  sent  down  oy  His  Mueety's  re- 
prewntative  in  this  colony,  is  sometning  more 
than  I  can  understand.  Is  it  to  be  supposed 
thst  when  men  of  position,  men  whose  names 
are  known  where  the  names  of  members  of  the 
Ministry  haro  never  been  heard  of,  men  of 
European  reputation,  take  upon  themselves  to 
peril  their  reputation  by  statements  such  as  this, 
the  representatives  of  the  constituencies  here 
sre  to  presume  to  laugh  at  themP  It  is  the 
height  of  impudence.  It  is  of  a  piece  with  that 
impodence  and  ignorance  combined  which  would 
prompt  laughter  when  serious  matters  of  this 
UDd  are  being  treated  of.  If  this  were  treated  as 
a  matter  of  aerious  importance,  and  with  due 
oontideimtion  for  the  circumstances  surrounding, 
and  if  theae  papers  were  brought  down  for  the 
purpose  <^  inquiring  whether  there  was  any  truth 
in  the  statement  or  not,  it  would  be  a  difierent 
thing.  But  when  the  Premier  presents  to  the 
House  papers  like  these  in  such  a  way,  his  only 
intention  is  to  attempt  to  cost  ridicule  on  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames.  That  is  the 
only  object ;  and  I  chaUenge  the  Ministiy  to  say 
whether  they  have  any  other  object  in  view  in 
lajing  these  papers  before  us,  except  to  cast 
ridieme  upon  the  honorable  member  for  the 
TbasMs.  Every  member  of  this  House  knows 
that  that  is  their  only  object ;  and  every  member 
who  is  foolish  enough  and  ignorant  enough  to 
laugh  when  such  a  paper  is  tabled,  shows  that  he 
is  perfectly  prepared  to  follow  the  lead  of  the 
Premier  and  his  feUow-Ministers.  But  if  honor- 
sUe  members  will  only  look  at  the  state  of  affairs, 


they  will  see  that  there  is  very  little  to  laugh  at 
in  this  matter.  We  have  had  within  the  lost  few 
days  a  correspondence  between  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Otago  and  the  Governor — of  course  the 
Gt>Temor,  as  shown  in  the  memorandum  of  the 
Premier,  means  tlie  Ministry — we  have  had  that 
correspondence  published  in  the  newspaper  press 
of  the  day ;  and  what  does  it  show  P  It  shows, 
on  the  one  hand,  that  there  is  a  wide-spread 
feeling  of  disaffection  and  discontent  in  the  great 
Province  of  Otago ;  and  it  shows,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  Ministers  are  not  beneath  stating  that 
which  is  not  true  in  relation  to  public  matters,  in 
order  to  fortify  their  own  case.  When  we  say 
that  such  is  the  case,  is  it  a  time  for  laughter  P 
We  know  that  men  hare  laughed,  and  have  shown 
no  wisdom,  in  great  constitutional  crises  like  this, 
by  laughing  at  all  warnings ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  such  a  matter  should  be  treated  with  the 
greatest  gravity.  I  wonder  Ministers  have  not 
laid  the  memorandum  of  the  Superintondent  of 
Otago  on  the  table,  and  thereby  shown  what  is 
the  united  roioe  of  mora  than  half  the  community 
of  this  colony.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  discredit- 
able to  representative  institutions  that  Ministers 
and  their  followers  should  laugh  on  such  an 
occasion  as  this.  The  Provinces  of  Otago  and 
Auckland  together  comprise  within  themselves 
more  than  half  the  European  inhabitants  of  the 
colony.  There  is  no  deficiency  of  intelligence  in 
them ;  there  is  no  want  of  courage ;  they  lack 
nothine  that  would  make  them  good  citizens; 
and  when,  through  their  representatiyes  and 
through  their  Superintendents,  the^  take  a  stand 
like  this,  is  their  expression  of  opinion  to  be  made 
a  subject  for  mockery  by  this  House  P 

Mr.  MACFABLAKE.— I  object  altogether  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  stating  that  it  is  the 
united  voice  of  the  people  of  Auckland.  I  beg 
to  tell  him  that  it  is  not  so. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  can  quite  understand  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata  saying  that ;  but  I 
tell  him  that,  if  ho  went  back  to  his  constituents 
to-morrow,  he  would  not  bo  re-elected  to  this 
House.  I  myself  would  undertake  that ;  and  so 
it  would  be  with  the  majority  of  Auckland  mem- 
bers, including  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kato  himself,  who  oppose  the  action  we  ore  taking. 
It  would  be  just  the  same  thing  with  some  of  the 
Otago  members.  It  seems  to  me  that  somo  men 
are  so  wrapped  up  in  their  own  private  interests, 
and  in  attempting  to  get  what  they  can  either  in 
their  own  persons  or  for  their  friends,  that  they 
lose  sight  altogether  of  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  matter,  and  seem  prepared  to  set  at 
naught  or  laugh  at  all  serious  matters,  and  care 
nothing  whether  it  leads  to  resistance  and  blood- 
shed so  long  as  their  own  object  is  carried  out. 
I  would  ask  you.  Sir,  as  a  reasonable  man,  after 
the  years  of  dissension  we  have  had,  and  when 
there  are  two  strong  parties  speaking  as  they  do 
and  acting  as  they  do  in  this  House,  whether  it 
is  a  safe  position  to  take  up  to  cast  ridicule  in 
this  way  upon  people  who  are  only  carrying  out 
their  earnest  convictions — whether  it  is  safe  to 
do  so  for  the  Constitution  of  the  colony  or  the 
interests  of  its  people  P  I  noticed  that,  when  a 
portion  of  that  telegram  was  read  which  stated 
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that  member!  of  the  Gbyernment  and  their  sup- 
porters said  that  Her  Majesty's  ships  should  be 
used,  Mimsters  and  their  followers  laughed. 
Bat  I  haye  heard  members  of  this  House  say 
BO,  and  there  is  not  a  member  now  present 
who  has  not  heard  it ;  and  yet,  when  the  fact  is 
brought  before  the  House,  it  is  to  be  laughed  at ! 
I  beUeve  the  mail  whidi  comes  in  to-morrow 
will  bring  correspondence  that  will  surprise 
Ministers.  I  believe  it  will  bring  letters  to  the 
QoTemor,  which,  to  some  extent,  will  surprise 
them.  Whether  it  be  so  or  not,  members  of 
this  House  and  the  Ministry  may  rest  assured 
that  the  people  of  Auckland  and  Otago  are  in 
that  state  in  which  it  is  not  safe  to  laogh  at 
them.  And  the  constituents  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  will  be  found  just  as 
bad  as  any  others,  just  as  excited  about  these 
matters,  and  just  as  ready  to  show  that  they  are 
quite  prepared  to  peril  a  great  deal  in  defence 
of  what  they  consider  their  rights.  I  live  in 
that  district,  and  the  honorable  member  who 
represents  it  does  not,  and  I  know  more  of  the 
feelings  of  the  people  there  than  he  does ;  and  I 
say  that  the  feelings  of  the  people  there  for  a 
considerable  time  past  haye  been  so  worked  up 
that  they  are  ready  to  peril  all  in  defence  of 
their  rights  and  privileges.  Any  men  of  sense — 
if  we  could  accuse  Ministers  of  haying  sense — 
must  know  from  the  public  meetings  which  haye 
taken  place  what  are  the  feelinn  of  the  people. 
In  days  gone  by,  when  the  American  States 
were  on  the  verge  of  revolution,  exactly  the  eame 
arguments  were  used,  and  the  same  steps  taken 
by  the  English  Gh>yemment  as  have  been  taken 
by  Ministers  here,  and  those  who  reasoned  with 
them  and  warned  them  of  the  result  were  simply 
laughed  at.  But  when  Q«orge  Grenville  went  out 
of  the  House  after  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Bill, 
he  was  hissed  by  them,  and  ho  found  it  no 
laughing  matter.  I  venture  to  say  that  before 
man^  months  have  passed,  every  member  of  this 
Ministry  will  be  hissed  by  the  people,  and  those 
yeiy  honorable  members  who  now  support  them 
will  turn  round  upon  him  and  say,  "  How  foolish 
you  were  not  to  see  the  signs  of  the  times!" 
There  is  on  this  side  of  the  House  a  well-founded 
conviction  of  right,  but  I  ask  is  there  on  the 
other  side  ? 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  would  ask  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  says  "  Yes,"  how  he  can  show  that  it  is 
so.  If  it  be  to  get  great  power  into  their  hands, 
and  to  obtain  great  possessions  of  land  from  the 
Government,  I  can  understand  it.  That  is  the 
principle  which  attracts  them.  If  it  be  to  obtain 
large  expenditure  of  public  money  in  various  dis- 
tricts, I  can  understand  it.  If  it  be  to  obtain 
rints  of  public  money,  or  lucrative  employment, 
can  understand  it.  But  the  principle  which 
aims  at  the  public  good,  looks  to  the  public  in- 
terest, and  which  endeavours  to  build  up  on  true 
foundations  public  feelings  and  nationality  —  I 
should  like  to  know  where  that  exists  upon  the 
Government  benches,  and  amongst  the  ranks  of 
their  supporters  ?  That  is  a  question  you  might 
ask  from  this  to  next  year  and  get  no  answer. 
And  when  the  Superintendent  of  Otago  and  the 


Superintendent  of  Auckland  put  by  every tliinj 
to  oome  here  and  attend  to  the  duties    of   tin 
country,  they  are  laughed  at  because  th^  ain 
to  divert  disturbance  from  the  Colony  of  Nevi 
Zealand.     I  hope  this  paper  will    be    printed^ 
because  I  look  forward  to  a  time,  not  far  diatant, 
when  there  will  be  a  great  revulsion  of  feeling  in 
regard  to  all  these  matters.     I  see  a  not  far  dis- 
tant time  when  the  party  now  in  power  will  be 
turned  out  of  office  ignominiously ;  when    they 
will  find  no  one,  either  in  Wellington  or  in  any 
other  part  of  the  colony  which  now  aupporte 
them,  ready  to  place  confidence  in  them.     The 
results  of  public  meetings  show  this  eyen  now. 
This  Counties  Bill  is  already  causing  confusion 
throughout   the    country  ;  their    Financial   Ar- 
rangements Bill  will  be  worse ;  and  their  whole 
measures  show  how  ignorant  they  are  of  true 
constitutional    government.     There    is   nothing 
more  than  that  from  beginning  to  end  ;  and  as  1 
have  before  pointed  out,  the  farther  they  go  the 
worse  they  will  get,  and  the  deeper  they  will  sink 
in  the  mire.    This  is  but  one  step  in  that  direc- 
tion—  this  attempt  to  cast  ridicule  upon   the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  when  he  is 
endeavouring    to  do  that   which  is  his  duty; 
that  which   every    man    who    knows    anything 
about  the  matter  feels    to  be  his  duty ;   that 
which  every  man  whose  eyes  are  not  fixed  upon 
things  immediately    before   him,  and  that  are 
solely  for  his  own  interest,  must  know  to  be  his 
duty.    Men  who  can  forecast  the  future,  and  see 
the  effect  of  all  these  things  upon  the  colony,  will 
see  that  the  steps  taken  by  the  Superintendent  ol 
Auckland  and  the  Superintendent  of  Otago  were 
the  only   steps  that  could   bo   taken  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  this  country  and  the  safety  of 
its  people.     I  am  astonished  at  those  honorable 
gentlemen  bringing  down  this  document  in  this 
way,  because,    like   the  engineer,  they  wiU  be 
'*  hoist  with  their  own  petard,"  and  it  will  show 
how  little  they  can  read  the  signs  of  the  times,  or 
see  the  hopes,  and  feelings,  and  purposes,  and 
fears  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  thev  are 
supposed  to  govern.     The  Government  sitting 
upon  those  benches  are  but  the  wreck  of  many 
Ministries,  the  refuse  cast  up  by  a  little  eddy, 
allowed  to  stay  there  for  a  time,  held  there  by 
persons  who,  forming  a  majority  of  the  House 
just  now,  wish  to  have  this  abolition  carried  into 
effect — placed  there  for  a  time ;  but,  directiv  that 
is  accomplished,  they  will  melt  away,  and,  liie  the 
snow-flakes  on  the  river,  will  pass  away,  leaving 
no  trace  behind— except,  indeed,  a  trace  of  evil  on 
the  history  of  this  country.    I  feel  certain  that 
more  than  half  the  inhabitants  of  thii  country 
will  echo  the  statements  in  the  telegram  sent 
Home  by  Mr.  Macandrew  and  Sir  Georgo  Grc,r. 
Nearly  all  the  people  would,  I  believe,  be  glad  to 
see  the  whole  government  interfered  with,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  disturbances  which  are  imminent 
through  the  conduct  of  the  Ministry.    I  sincerelj 
trust  this  paper  will  be  printed  and  remain  upon 
the  records  of  the  House  as  a  monument  of  the 
foresightedness  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  and  of  the  folly  of  Ministers  in  pureoing 
the  course  they  have  entered  upon. 
Mr.  MACFABLANE.— The"  honorable  gentle- 
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man  has  Vepeaied  over  and  over  again  that  the 
united  roice  of  the  people  of  Auckland  is  in 
favour  of  Proyincial  GoyernmenlB.  If  the  honor- 
able member  does  not  know,  he  ought  to  know 
that  at  the  recent  elections  three-fourths  of 
the  people  were  pledged  against  Provincial  Gt>- 
Temmenta,  and  in  favour  of  abolition.  I  might 
refer  even  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Bodney,  who  said  then  that  Provincialism 
was  done,  and  that  abolition  was  an  accomplished 
Bict,  Provincial  Gh>Teruments  cannot  be  re-estab- 
liahed.  I  was  in  favour  of  them  at  one  time, 
but  now  I  regard  them  as  having  passed  awaj. 
I  have  been  accused  of  changing  mj  opinions ; 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  has  challenged  me 
to  go  before  my  constituents.  AU  I  have  to  say 
is,  that  if  he  will  resign  I  will  resign  at  once. 
Mr.  SEES.— I  will  do  so  to-morrow. 
Mr.  MACFARLANE.— Agreed.  Let  it  be 
done  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— If  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata  resigns,  I  can  guarantee  him  that 
bis  eloquence  will  startle  this  Assembly  no  more. 
The  honorable  gentleman  obtained  bis  seat  here  by 
professing  to  be  a  thick-and-thin  supporter  of  Sir 
Georse  Q-rey;  and  had  it  not  been  lor  Sir  George 
Grey  a  support  and  influence,  he  would  never  have 
seen  the  inside  of  this  chamber.     He  might  have 
come  before  this  House  as  a  petitioner,  but  he 
never  would  have  made  his  appearance  liere  as  a 
member.    The  honorable  member  has  referred  to 
me  more  than  once  in  uncomplimentary  terms, 
and  has  to-day  brought  my  name  up  in  an  un- 
warrantable manner.     He  has  referred  to  me  as 
having  given  pledges  I  have  not  kept,  and  has 
garblMl  the  newspaper  report  to  give  his  state- 
ment the  semblance  of  truth.     What  I  did  tell 
my  constituents  was,  that  I  would  not  vote  for 
Provincialism   as  it   existed  in   Auckland,   with 
an  empty  treasury  and  the  Government  unable 
properly  to  fulfil  its  functions ;  and,  upon  being 
preaacd  for  a  further  explanation,  I  said  that  I 
would  vote  for  an  alternative  form  of  government, 
which  ahould  consist  either  of  four  proviiicos  or 
two  colonies.    The  honorable  member  ought  not 
to  attempt  in  this  manner  to  snatch  a  judgment 
from  this  House  against  me.     Not  many  days  ago 
the  honorable  member  referred  to  me  in  a  paX' 
ticularly  oflvfnsive  way.    I  made  a  statement  in 
moving  a  motion  with  reference  to  works  in  the 
North  of  Auckland,  and  he  said  ho  could  support 
it  bccanse  it  was  not  one  of  those  reckless  state- 
ments I  usually  made.     Sir,  when  I  have  any- 
thing to  say  I  say  it  in  this  House,  not  in  the 
lobbies.     I  am  not  a  log-roller ;  and  I  hope  the 
honorable  member  will  not  continue  this  mode 
of  attacking  me,  because,  as  long  as  he  does,  I 
can  assure  him  I  will  give  him  a  Roland  for  his 
Oliver.    I  remember  that,  when  the  seat  for  Wai- 
temata vra9  in  the  market,  the  honorable  member 
WM  amongst  the  stanchest  poa»ible  Abolitionists, 
who  held   that   Sir   George   Grey  was  either  a 
knave  or  a  ibol ;  but  as  soon  as  that  gentleman 
sod  his  friends  became  candidates,  they  were  pre- 
psred  to  cast  abolition  to  the  winds.    From  that 
moment  they  would  do  anything  that  Sir  George 
drej  wanted  them  to  do.     My  honorable  friend 
the  member  for  Waitemata,  to  save  his  seat  would 
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have  been  proud  to  have  become  a  messenger  in 
the  Provincial  Government  Office.  With  respect 
to  the  question  before  the  House,  I  think  that 
when  the  Government  sent  down  the  tele^pram 
now  before  us  they  ought  also  to  have  sent  down 
the  correspondence  that  took  place  between  His 
Excellency  the  Gbvemor  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Otago.  It  may  have  been  intended  to  create  a 
laugh  at  the  expense  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames,  but  I  have  myself  heard  threats 
to  the  effect  that  if  the  people  of  Auckland  and 
Otago  refused  to  carry  aboUtion  into  effect,  Her 
Majesty's  ships  would  be  sent  to  carry  out  that 
pui^ose,  and  that  gentlemen  would  be  sent  from 
an  insignificant  spot  on  the  shores  of  Cook  Strait 
to  see  that  the  purposes  of  the  Act  were  properlv 
fulfilled.  Those  eentlemen  may  come  ;  but  will 
they  ever  return  r  If  the  people  of  Otago  and 
Auckland,  in  the  belief  that  this  Act  is  ultra  tfires, 
make  up  their  minds  to  resist  it,  I  would  recom- 
mend those  gentlemen  residing  on  the  shoros  of 
Cook  Strait  to  stay  where  they  are,  and  mind 
their  own  business.  The  chances  are  that,  if 
they  do  not,  they  may  not  have  an  opportunity 
of  comine  back  to  attend  to  it  afterwards.  I  do 
not  say  that  all  rieht  is  on  this  side  of  the  House ; 
there  may  be  right  on  both  sides ;  but  I  do  sav 
that  any  Government  which  proposed  to  make  such 
a  radical  change  as  this  should  have  seen  its  way 
to  make  eveiything  clear  from  the  first.  Their 
neglect  to  do  so  was  criminal ;  and  if  it  should 
happen  that  the  people  of  Auckland  take  up  a 
position  of  hostility  to  the  Abolition  Act,  and 
prevent  it  being  brought  into  force,  I  say  that 
all  the  blood  that  may  be  shed,  or  the  disorder 
which  will  arise,  vrill  rest  upon  the  heads  of 
Ministers  who  have  for  two  years  past  neglected 
to  obtain  that  advice  and  those  opinions  which 
would  have  made  clear  the  powers  and  functions 
of  this  House.  The  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  has  referred  to  the  case  of 
America,  where  warning  after  warning  was  given 
to  the  then  head  of  the  English  Government 
— Lord  North,  I  think  it  was,  who  was  not  like 
our  Premier,  because  he  had  a  tendency  to  so 
to  sleep  in  the  House  —  and  what  happened? 
Why,  Sir,  a  most  powerful  revolution  succeeded. 
That  was  a  strong  case  in  point ;  but  we  have 
also  the  case  of  the  French  Revolution.  And 
how  was  that  brousht  about?  Representa- 
tions were  made  to  the  Government  time  after 
time  as  to  the  point  at  which  the  feelings  of  the 
people  had  arrived,  bat  nothing  could  convince 
Ministers  that  a  revolution  was  at  hand.  They 
laughed  at  the  idea — but  four  or  five  years  after- 
wanis  the  head  of  the  King  of  France  dropped 
from  the  guillotine.  I  do  not  anticipate  any- 
thing of  the  kind  hero,  but  I  know  this  mueb, 
and  the  Ministry  must  admit  its  truth,  that  if 
a  large  section  of  the  people  of  Auckland  and 
Otago  say,  '*  We  defy  you  to  put  the  Abolition 
Act  into  force,"  they  dare  not  attempt  to  do  it. 
Now,  how  rauoh  stronger  would  the  Government 
have  been  if  they  had  shown  that  they  clearhr 
had  the  power  to  bring  this  Act  into  force !  u 
they  had  taken  these  steps  we  should  have  been 
compelled  to  submit,  though  we  might  not  have 
thought  it  the  best  thing  that  could  happen  for 
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the  intereiti  of  Uia  country.  But,  at  the  mat- 
ter stands  now,  when  it  is  an  open  question 
as  to  whether  the  law  is  good  or  bad,  the 
people  may  reasonably  refuse  to  obey  it.  I 
do  not  regard  the  question  as  set-tied  at  all,  and 
the  people  themselves  have  reason  to  believe  that 
it  is  not  settled.  It  is  not  a  matter  to  boast  of, 
because  it  will  be  a  thing  that  we  should  all  re- 
gret that  there  should  be  residtanoe  to  law  or 
authority ;  but  if  there  should  be  resistance,  the 
whole  responsibility  will  rest  .with  Ministers. 
They  have  not  used  ordinary  precaution.  Step 
after  step  has  been  neglected,  and  the  people  have 
been  led  into  a  position  which  they  recognize  t-o 
be  a  very  serious  one.  I  should  like  to  have  seen 
the  correspondence  between  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  and  the  Superintendent  of  Otago 
printed  along  with  this  despatch,  and,  if  it  is 
competent  for  me  to  do  so,  I  will  move  an 
amendment  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  honorable  member  to  propose  such 
an  addition  to  the  motion,  as  the  House,  as  yet, 
has  no  official  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  that 
correspondence. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  asked  for  your  decision, 
Sir,  because  I  was  in  doubt ;  but  I  think  Ministers 
would  only  do  what  is  rieht  and  proper  if  they 
produced  that  correspondence,  as  they  have  al- 
ready laid  on  the  table  the  paper  forwarded  to 
the  Qt>vemor  by  Sir  G^rge  Gbey. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— When  the  House  met  on 
Friday  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  we  were  all 
anxious  to  hear  the  supplementary  statement  of 
the  Treasurer.  We  were  on  the  tiptoe  of  ex- 
pectation. The  galleries  were  full,  members 
were  in  their  pla^s,  and  then,  instead  of  giving 
us  the  statement,  the  Gk)vernment  went  on  with 
the  Counties  Bill.  I  think  they  ought  to  have 
known  that  thrre  was  debatable  matter  enough 
in  that  Bill  to  occupy  the  whole  evening,  and  it 
appeared  to  me  at  the  time  that  the  Treasurer 
was  not  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  statement : 
either  he  was  not  ready,  or  the  derks  had  not 
the  figures  prepared.  And  what  do  we  find  this 
morning?  We  are  all  anxious  to  hear  this 
great  Supplementary  Financial  Statement.  The 
Committee  of  Supply  stands  first  on  the  Order 
Paper,  but  instead  of  the  statement,  a  Minister 
lays  on  the  table  a  correspondence  of  a  yery 
debatable  character.  He  is  not  satisfied  with 
merely  laying  it  on  the  table — he  mores  that  it 
be  read,  in  order  that  members  may  have  certain 
things  forced  on  their  view.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  one  member  of  the  House,  even  amongst  those 
supporting  the  Government,  who  did  not  think 
it  strange  that  the  correspondence  between  His 
Excellency  the  Gt)vemor  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Otago  has  not  also  been  brought  down  ;  so 
that  it  appears  to  me  that  this  motion  is  made 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  discussion  and  oc- 
cupying the  afternoon  sitting.  The  galleries  will 
he  much  fuller  in  the  evening,  there  will  be  a 
number  of  ladies  present,  and  it  is  much  easier 
to  speak  in  the  gaslight.  It  seems  as  if  these 
documents  were  tabled  to  fill  up  time  until  the 
usual  adjournment  at  half-past  ^\e, 
^   Jiajor  ATKINSON.— Sir,  my  honorable  friend 


does  not  give  the  Government  credit  for  ordinary 
ingenuity.    If  I  had  wanted  to  speak  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock  instead  of  in  the  afternoon,  I  shonld 
have  fixed  that  hour  as  the  time  for  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply.    I  was,  as  4;he  honorable 
gentleman  very  well  knows,  quite  ready  to  make 
my  statement  on  Friday  night,  and  it  was  onlj 
because  the  Counties  Bill  occupied   more    time 
than  was  anticipated  that  I  was  prevented  from 
doine  so.    If  the  honorable  member  for  Clutha 
thinks  that  I  kept  my  statement  back  purposely, 
he  is  quite  welcome  so  to  think.     With  regard 
to  the  matter  now  under  consideration,  I  hare 
to   say  that  I  should   have   thought   that    the 
reason  why  the  Government  followed  this  course 
would  be  perfectly  clear.     The  reason  was,  that 
his  Honor  the  Superintendent  of  Auckland  has 
thought  it  necessary  to  set   aside  aU   the   re- 
gulations relating  to  communications  with  the 
Secretary  of  State,  laid  down  for  the  guidance  ot 
officials  in  this   colony,  and  to  transmit  direct 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  communication  whicli 
was  apparently  of  the  very  greatest  importance  ; 
and  the  Government  have  immediately  brought 
that  statement  under  the  notice  of  the  House. 
I  may  state  that,  immediately  I  received  these 
documents,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  them 
on  the  table  of  the  House.     It  has  never  even 
occurred  to  me   that   anything    the   honorable 
gentleman  could  write  would  bring    him  into 
ridicule.      I    thought    he   wrote  eveiything   in 
serious  earnestness,  and  consequently  I  laid  the 
papers  on  the  table  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  and  asked  that  they  should  be  read.    If 
the  statements  made  in  the  document  are  truths, 
the  Government  would  be  greatly  wanting  in  their 
duty  to  the  country  and  to  the  House  if  they  did 
not  at  once  produce  the  document  to  the  House. 
The  Superintendent   of  Auckland  states  in  his 
telegram  that  dangers  are  imminent ;  and  if  that 
be  t£e  case,  it  was  our  duty  to  bring  the  matter 
immediately    before   the  House.      If  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite  wish  to  discuss  the  question, 
let  ns  appoint  a  day  when  it  shall  be  taken.    I 
say  that  1  was  bound  immediately  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  House.    The  reason  why  there 
have  been  no  telegrams  between  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  and  the  Superintendent  of  Otago 
laid  on  the  tabic  is  that  we  are  not  aware  that 
any  such  telegrams  were  sent.      The  correspon- 
dence between  the  Governor   and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Otago  was  not  laid  on  t!:o  table, 
because  it  may  not  yet  be  complete,  tliis  did  not 
matter,  as  it  was  made  public  at  the  request  of 
the    Superintendent.      The    present    correspon- 
dence, however,  could  not  be  published  unless  it 
was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House  in 
the  ordinary  way.     I  do  not  believe  in  the  truth 
of  the  statements  made,  and  I  do  not  consider 
that  the  correspondence  requires  the  immediate 
consideration  of  the  House;    but,  if  there  are 
honorable  gentlemen  who  do  believe  in  it,  I  bare 
given  them  an  opportunity  of  immediately  bring- 
ing it  under  the  notice  of  the  House,  and  of  takinf; 
any  steps  they  may  think  necessary  in  regard  to 
it.     I  may  say  that  immediately  this  question  is  . 
settled,  I  shall  make  my  Supplementorj  State- 
ment. 
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Sir  a.  aBEY.--Sir,  as  I  am  deeply  interasied 
in  the  matter  before  the  House,  perhaps  the 
House  will  hear  a  few  words  from  me  in  regard 
to  it.  I  am  dissatisfied  with  the  course  the  Qro- 
yernment  has  pursued.  Tiie  Hon.  the  Premier 
has  just  made  a  statement  to  the  House  wliich  I 
think  he  said  would  be  palpable  to  everybody ; 
but  I  do  not  think  any  statement  so  calculated 
to  mislead  has  ever  been  made.  He  says  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  CK)yemment  to  produce  these 
documents  at  once  to  the  House ;  and  he  says 
that  he  has  done  this  with  no  intention  of  casting 
ridicule  upon  them.  Now,  I  maintain  that  he 
has  not  stated  the  fact  Any  one  who  observed 
his  manner,  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  when 
he  brought  down  the  correspondence,  must  hare 
seen  that  what  he  has  stated  was  not  the  fact. 
I  hare  never  heard  a  more  wanton  stat«ment 
than  that  which  has  just  fallen  from  him.  If  he 
wished  to  proceed  with  this  matter,  as  he  says 
he  did,  he  would  not  only  have  laid  the  oorre- 
spondcnco  on  the  table,  but  he  would  also  have 
indicated  the  course  the  Government  intended  to 
pursue  in  reference  to  it.  It  is  quite  true  that  he 
intended  to  irritate  and  provoke  the  people  to 
the  disturbances  that  are  likely  to  take  place, 
and  to  throw  the  fault  upon  the  unfortunate 
persons  whom  they  will  have  forced  into  them. 
Ko  more  cruel  and  wicked  system  of  policy 
could  be  pursued  by  any  Qovemment  than  that. 
Kow,  Sir,  let  me  tell  the  House  that  they  are 
likely  to  be  misled  altogether  by  the  remarks 
which  have  been  made  to  them  on  this  subject. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  I  beUere 
in  perfect  good  faith,  made  remarks  which  also 
may  mislesbd  the  House.  He  stated  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of 
Auckland  were  opposed  to  the  provincial  system, 
and  ho  proceeded  to  allege  certain  facts  in  proof 
of  that  assertion.  But,  Sir,  the  facts  which  he 
alleged,  rightly  considered,  prove  the  direct  con- 
trary. It  is  true  that  a  laige  portion  of  the 
population  of  the  Province  of  Auckland  were 
opposed  to  the  provinces  as  they  existed  at  the 
commencement  of  this  session,  despoiled  of  all 
rerenues,  and  wiUi  evezy  just  power  taken  away 
from  them.  That  they  certainly  were  opposed  to. 
But  let  anybody  consider  what  took  plaoe  when  it 
was  proposed  to  give  to  the  Province  of  Auekland 
separate  life,  and  the  revennes  to  which  it  was 
entitled.  Think  of  the  public  feeling  and  enthn- 
siaam  which  were  then  evoked,  and  let  anybody 
say  that  the  Province  of  Auckland  did  not  wish 
to  exist  as  a  separate  province.  The  honorable 
gentleman  knows  as  weU  as  I  do  that  such  is  the 
desire  of  the  people  of  Auckland,  and  he  should 
not  stand  up  and  state  anything  to  the  contrary 
to  this  House.  Now,  Sir,  I  submit  that  I  haye 
done  mj  duty  in 'sending  the  telegram  I  did  send 
to  the  Secretuy  of  State ;  and  let  me  point  out  to 
the  House  this  fact,  that  the  Government  have 
never  dealt  fairly  with  the  House  or  the  country 
in  reference  to  this  matter.  They  are  quite  will- 
ing to  publish  anything  sent  to  them  a^n  which 
they  think  they  can  cast  any  slur  or  ndicole,  or 
be  able  to  point  out  the  yery  slightest  misti^ ; 
but  they  neyer  publish,  nor  do  we  ever  see,  the 
letters  seat  by  the  QoTeroor  to  the  Secxstary  of 


State.  We  are  never  told  what  steps  His  Excel- 
lency takes  in  reference  to  communications  so 
made.  I  say  that  the  Governor  ought  never  to 
hove  sent  that  telegram  down  here — ^if  it  has 
come  down  with  his  consent — without  at  the 
same  time  stating  what  his  reply  to  it  was.  I  say 
that  if  ho  has  been  guilty  of  such  a  transaction  he 
deserves  the  condemnation  of  this  House.  We 
have  been  told  that  we  ought  not  to  speak  of  the 
Qoyernor  in  this  House ;  and  the  other  day  the 
Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Justice  sprang  to 
their  feet  and  caused  a  flutter  and  sensation 
amongst  the  chickens  of  the  MinistiT'  as  if  a 
hawk  had  been  swooping  down  on  them,  because 
I  dared  to  mention  His  Excellency's  name  ;  and 
you.  Sir,  called  me  to  order.  But  I  was  right 
in  wlmt  I  did.  I  say  that  the  Government  have 
been  casting  a  great  cloud  over  this  country.  The 
provinces  know  nothing  of  them  as  a  Ministry. 
Tbere  is  no  law,  no  custom  of  the  Empire,  no 
custom  of  our  race,  which  says  that  where  there 
are  separate  Legislatures,  possessing  the  powers 
which  the  Provincial  Legislatures  do,  and  a  Go- 
yernor  possessing  the  powers  which  the  Governor 
does  possess  in  regard  to  them,  that  there  is  any 
power  which  can  be  set  up  in  opposition  to  those 
powers.  I  laugh  the  Ministij  to  scorn.  What 
are  they  to  meP  Members  tor  petty  constitu- 
eneies — some  of  them  having  no  right  to  sit  on 
those  benches  at  all,  Civil  servants  taken  and 
pitchforked  into  office — how  can  they  stand  be- 
tween me,  as  Superintendent,  and  the  Sovereign, 
or  between  me  and  the  Governor  of  this  country  ? 
If  the  Goyemor  goes  astray  on  their  advice,  it 
is  no  excuse  for  him  that  they  have  advised  him. 
The  honorable  member  for  Egmont  may  laugh. 
He  may  try  to  drive  his  countrymen  on  to  blood- 
shed as  he  has  been  doing  for  some  time ;  but.  Sir, 
due  punishment  will  yet  be  visited  on  bis  head 
for  the  oourse  he  has  been  pursuing.  He  laughs 
when  I  state  that  threats  have  been  used,  but  he 
knows  that  threats  have  been  made  even  by  his 
own  followers.  He  believes  that  himself;  and 
those  Ministers  are  to  acquire,  unlawfully,  vast 
possessions  through  the  course  he  is  helping 
them  to  follow  out.  He  knows  that  they  wiU 
get  those  large  possessions,  and  he  knows  that 
no  proper  investigation  will  be  made  into  the 
circumstances.  In  my  hand  I  hold  a  Gazette 
issued  on  the  6th  instant,  and  signed  by  Daniel 
Pollen,  another  Minister,  in  which  they  offer  for 
sale  some  seventy  sections  of  land,  some  of  them 
at  £6  an  acre,  in  tlie  neighbourhood  of  the 
Piako  Swamp,  to  which  they  had  given  a  title 
to  another  Minister.  I  ask,  was  anything  worse 
than  this  ever  known?  But  I  tell  them,  Sir, 
that  myself  and  others  are  acting  rightly  in 
attempting  to  get  the  Home  Government  to 
put  an  end  to  transaotions  of  this  kind— to  pre- 
vent them  firom  being  carried  out  and  com- 
pleted. I  shall  never  cease  to  trv  to  ]^revent 
this  sort  of  thing  being  done.  Sir,  this  is  a 
great  question.  They  may  laugh.  They  may 
have  their  followers  using  language  such  as  those 
behind  me  in  this  House  on  one  occasion  recently 
used.  A  friend  of  mine  was  speaking,  and  saying 
nothing  improper,  when  one  ox  their  most  violent 
foUowen  said,  so  thai  I  could  hear  hixn,  "^We 
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will  baTO  fire  or  six  of  them  hung."  That  was 
the  language  used.  They  may  laugh  at  so  irri- 
tating people,  and  may  turn  that  into  matter  of 
jest;  but  speecliea  of  that  kind  are  not  made 
and  cannot  be  made  without  proToking  feelings 
of  irritation  in  members'  minds — ^speeches  made  in 
passion,  speeches  made  in  earnest,  speeches  made 
as  showing  the  sentiments  which  lurk  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  are  attempting  unjustly,  by 
the  aid  of  this  Ministry,  to  acquire  large  tracts  of 
public  land  to  which  every  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  has  the  same  right  as  themsclyes.  I  say 
the  Governor  has  not  done  his  duty  to  the  pro- 
Tinccs  in  this  matter.  I  speak  of  him  boldly,  by 
his  name,  Sir.  • 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  ask  whether  the  honorable  gentleman 
is  right  in  using  His  Excellency's  name. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  in  order.  If  the  honorable  member 
will  permit  me,  I  will  give  to  the  House  my  view. 
I  think  it  does  not  belong  to  us,  according  to 
parliamentary  usE^es,  to  refer  directly  to  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  either  the  Gbvemor  on 
the  one  side  or  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
other.  We  have  here  persons  representing  the 
Government  of  the  country,  and  it  is  for  them  to 
accept  all  responsibility.  I  will  further  add,  I 
can  see  no  advantage  whatever  in  speaking  di- 
rectly of  those  who  are  not  here  to  defend  them- 
seWes ;  and  I  believe  that  it  is  upon  that  principle 
that  the  ruling  I  have  given  rests. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Your  ruling,  Sir,  divides  itself 
into  two  parts.  The  latter  part  I  will  consider 
presently.  Upon  the  first,  I  still,  as  a  subject  of 
the  Queen,  hold  that  these  Ministers  are  un- 
known to  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  They 
are  not  responsible.  We  cannot  impeach  them 
as  Ministers  can  be  impeached  in  England.  We 
have  no  hold  or  control  over  them.  We  have 
no  pO^er  over  them  such  as  is  possessed  by  the 
Engluh  Parliament.  We  have  a  right,  as  a  free 
Assembly,  to  determine  what  system  of  govern- 
ment we  will  have.  We  have  a  right  to  deter- 
mine what  course  we  will  pursue  in  reference  to 
the  Ministiy.  There  is  no  analogy  between  our- 
selves and  the  Parliament  of  England.  And,  Sir, 
I  say  it  is  easy  upon  the  other  band,  in  reverting 
to  the  second  part  of  your  argument,  to  say  that 
a  person  not  present  to  defend  himself  should  not 
be  attacked ;  but  if  the  person  lends  himself  to 
an  act  such  as  has  been  performed  this  day, 
then,  Sir,  I  say  I  have  a  right  to  speak  upon 
that  act,  and  upon  its  consequences,  as  fitr  as  the 
wel&re  of  the  people  of  this  country  is  concerned. 
I  say.  Sir,  that  for  ourselves  there  is  no  hope,  if 
the  Prime  Minister  is  allowed  to  act  as  he  is  now 
goinff  on.  His  conduct  thToughout  the  session 
has  been  often  most  insulting  to  members,  and 
such  as  I  believe  no  Minister  of  the  Crown  ever 
dared  before  to  adopt  in  his  place  in  Parliament, 
when  we  were  pursuing  a  most  proper  course, 
and  everything  has  been  done  to  irritate  us  to 
that  resistance  which  is  likely  to  take  place  if  the 
Gbvemor  puts  himself  in  the  hands  of  persons 
who  treat  us  as  we  have  been  treated  to-day,  by 
this  document  being  brought  down.  I  have  the 
right  to  speak  of  the  Gt>vemor  by  his  name.    If 


the  Governor  had  sent  down  a  message,  enclosing^ 
papers,  to  the  House,  with  a  reconxmendation 
that   anything  should  be  done,  it  would    have 
been  a  proper  course.      But   he   places  in  tho 
hands  of  a  Minister,  who  has  often  insulted   xne 
in  this  House,  a  paper  with  no  recommendation 
at  all,  but  with  the  evident  purpose,  as  was  seen 
by  the  laughter  of  the  Premier  and  of  his  col- 
leagues, to  add  insult  to  the  insults  already  offered 
to  me.    I  say  the  Governor  who  does  that,  I  have 
a  right  to  speak  of  by  his  name.      If  not,   our 
liberties  are  entirely  gone.     As  it  is,  oar  lives  are 
threatened.     They  may  say  what  thoy  please,  the 
Ministry  may  pretend  to  deny  the  fact,  but  they 
have  indirectly  given  their  friends  to  understand 
that  force  will  be  used  against  the  people  of  this 
country. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  absolutely  without 
foundation. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  can   simply  say  that  their 
friends  make  statements  of  that  kind,  and  there 
are  members  here  to  bear  me  out  in  that.    Minis* 
ters  liave  at  least  taken  no  pains  to  stop  that 
belief ;  they  have  given  no  denial.  'I  wrote  to  the 
Gt)vernor  of  the  colony  in  April  last,  bringing 
this  subject  under  his  notice.    They  have  sup- 
pressed the  statements  they  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  upon  that  subject    Everything  we 
ought  to  have*  known  with  regard  to  this  point 
they  have  withheld  from  us.     It  is  my  duty  to 
state  to  the  House,  and  to  the  country)  and  I  do 
it  with  sorrow,  that  I  believe  disturbances  are  im- 
minent.   I  believe,  if  the  people  have  the  least 
sense  of  what  is  their  right  and  due,  they  wiU 
resist  to  the  death  the  attempts  made  to  take 
from  them  all  which  men  value.    BeUeving  that 
— I  cannot  believe  otherwise — disturbances  must 
result  from  the  course  which  is  being  followed,  I 
communicated  that  to  our  Sovereign.    I  know 
that  the  truth  has  been  withheld  from  the  Queen 
by  the  Governor.    I  use  his  name  :  the  €U>venior 
has  withheld  from  his  Queen  the  truth  with  re- 
gard to  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON  rose  to  order. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— There  is  nothing  out  of  order 
in  that.  A  despatch  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
We  have  a  right,  if  from  our  Sovereign  that 
knowledge  is  withheld  which  is  likely  to  imperil 
our  lives  and  properties,  to  complain.  Am  I  not 
to  complain  that  that  knowledge  has  been  so 
withheld  ?     I  say,  Sir,  again  distinctly, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  will 
allow  me.  I  wish  I  could  convey  to  the  honor- 
able member  and  the  House  my  view.  It  would 
not  be  becoming  in  me  —  if  I  made  an  at- 
tempt the  House  would  not  support  me— and  I 
should  be  unworthy  the  position  I  hold,  if  I  in 
any  way  attempted  to  prevent  an  honorable 
member  from  expressing  his  opinions  or  making 
any  complaint.  I  do  not  do  so.  I  take  exception 
to  the  method  in  which  they  are  brought  for- 
ward. It  has  been  the  usage,  whether  wiselj  or 
unwisely,  since  the  House  of  Representatives  has 
been  in  existence,  to  treat  responsible  Ministers 
as  responsible  Ministers.  We  have  attempted 
to  imitate — very  imperfectly,  I  admit— the  usages 
in  a  constitutional  way  adopted  at  Home ;  and, 
so  long  as  I  am  in  the  position  I  now  hold,  I  will 
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endeavour  to  follow  that  ooone.  I  hope  the 
honorable  member  will  not  think  for  one  moment 
I  would  prevent  an  honorable  member  giving  the 
utmost  utterance  to  hiB  opinions— I  would  be 
one  of  the  last  men  in  the  colony  to  prevent 
that;  but  I  take  exception  to  his  mode  of 
doing  so.  It  is  unusual  to  make  direct  reference 
either  to  the  Governor  who  governs  this  colony 
as  Her  Majesty's  representative,  or  to  the 
Ijegislative  Council ;  and  I  endeavoured  to  ^ive 
just  now  the  reason  and  ground  of  such  ruling. 
It  is  manifestly  inconvenient  to  do  so,  in  the 
absence  of  the  persons  who  would  be  spoken  of, 
when  there  are  persons  here  whose  duty  it  is  to 
be  responsible  for  all  such  matters.  Whilst  I  am 
upon  this  subiect,  may  I  be  permitted  to  recom- 
mend  to  the  Mouse  an  arrangement  which  would 
prevent  some  of  the  unpleasant  results  that  have 
ensued  from  remarks  made  soito  voce  by  members 
disagreeing  with  others?  I  was  shocked  when  I 
heard  the  statement  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  as  to  observations  which  had 
been  used  by  some  member  or  members  sitting 
near  him  upon  some  recent  occasion.  There  has 
been  a  very  great  absence  in  this  House  of  those 
arrangements  which  are  very  necessary  in  order 
to  properly  carry  out  government  by  party  in 
Parliament.  It  is  desirable  that  those  who  belong 
to  the  Opposition  should  have  seats  together,  and 
that  they  should  not  have  sitting  among  them- 
selves— I  state  it  with  very  great  respect :  I  know 
of  no  other  word — members  who  act  as  claqueurs. 
I  believe,  if  the  House  would  take  that  in  hand, 
good  would  result,  and  I  would  do  my  best  to 
make  such  an  arrangement  effective.  I  have 
stated  the  ruling  according  to  the  best  light  I 
haTc.  I  shall  call  to  order  any  honorable  mem- 
ber who  refers  directly  to' the  GK>vernor  or  to 
the  Legislative  Council. 

Sir  G.  GEEY.— I  still  submit  upon  that  sub- 
ject that  there  is  a  partial  misunderstanding.  I 
quite  a^^ree  that  the  Governor,  as  a  branch  of 
Uie  Legislature,  should  not  be  spoken  of  in  this 
House.  But,  Sir,  the  Governor  is  the  only  me- 
dium of  correspondence  which  we  are  allbwed  to 
have  with  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  He  holds  in 
that  respect  a  position  entirely  different  from 
the  Sovereign.  He  is  really  a  servant  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers.  I  spoke  of  him,  Sir,  in  the 
latter  capacity.  I  spoke  of  things  which  were 
known  to  the  whole  House.  The  Governor,  by 
the  hands  of  his  Ministers,  communicated  to  the 
House  a  certain  despatch  upon  the  Abolition 
Bill ;  and  I  submit  that  never,  in  the  previous 
history  of  this  country,  have  circumstances  of  the 
same  kind  prevailed.  My  own  belief  is  that  our 
liberties,  our  property,  and  our  lives,  all  that 
is  of  value,  are  now  at  stake,  and  that  our  only 
chance  of  having  some  assistance  in  getting  jus- 
tice done  in  this  case  was  by  a  fair,  trathful,  and 
aocHiate  representation  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  being  made  to  the  Queen  by  the 
officer  whom  she  appointed  to  perform  that  duty. 
I  submit  I  have  a  right  to  complain  that  that 
officer  did  not  perform  his  duty  in  this  respect — 
the  gentlemen  on  those  benches  I  know  nothing 
of— and  it  is  in  that  respect  I  speak.  I  am  sure 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  had  no  fair  warn- 


ing upon  the  points  to  which  I  have  alluded ; 
and  I  am  sure  that  her  Ministers  at  Home 
have  had  no  fair  warning  upon  that  subject. 
In  the  Queen's  instructions  to  her  Gh>vemor,  I 
find  nothing  which  tells  him  to  recognize  those 
gentlemen  as  the  means  of  communication  be- 
tween Her  IdCajesty's  subjects  and  herself.  Espe- 
cially is  there  nothing  which  places  them  in  the 
position  of  intermeddling'  between  the  Superin- 
tendents of  provinoes  and  the  Gt>vemor.  The 
Governor  has  two  distinct  sets  of  functions  under 
the  Constitution  Act ;  he  has  another  set  of  func- 
tions under  the  Boyal  Instructions.  Under  the 
Constitution  Act,  the  Gt>vernor,  by  a  separate 
part  of  that  Act,  a  part  which  has  no  relation  to 
tl\e  subsequent  part  referring  to  the  G^eneral 
Assembly,  has  certain  duties  imposed  upon  him 
in  reference  to  the  provinces.  Those  gentlemen 
are  not  named  in  that  Act.  They  are  unknown 
to  the  Constitution,  unknown  to  the  Queen  in 
those  respects.  Then  there*  come  in  another 
part  of  the  Act  provisions  by  which  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  is  constituted  and  is  made  up 
of  three  distinct  Estates  —  the  Governor,  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. This  House  may  lay  down  rules 
for  its  own  guidance  in  respect  to  its  com- 
munications with  the  Gt>vernor,  and  this  House 
is  also  charged  to  look  after  the  general  welfare  of 
this  country.  I  maintain  that^  as  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  being  here  I  have  a 
right  to  address  the  Governor  in  his  first  capacity, 
as  a  person  who  has  to  deal  with  Superintendents 
of  provinces,  and  to  make  such  representations  to 
Her  Majesty  as  would  secure  to  us  our  proper 
interests,  our  safety,  our  property,  our  lives,  be- 
cause I  believe  it  will  come  to  that — I  say.  Sir, 
that  I  have  a  right  to  use  the  Governor's  name 
in  that  capacity.  Those  Ministers  cannot  be 
impeached ;  those  Ministers  are  not  responsible 
to  Parliament :  the  Governor  can  be  impeached  j 
the  Gt>vernor  is  responsible  to  Parliament.  I  say 
that  I  have  no  right  to  make  any  observations 
regarding  the  Governor  upon  any  point  on  which 
there  is  the  least  doubt ;  but  if  the  Governor 
communicates  to  this  House   an    actual  State 

Saper,  I  have  a  right  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
[ouse  to  the  contents  of  that  State  paper.  And 
if  it  is  a  State  paper  which  is  likely  to  injure 
the  provinoes  of  this  country,  I  contend.  Sir,  that 
I  have  a  right  to  ask  the  House  to  assist  me 
in  getting  proper  representations  made  by  the 
Governor  in  the  shape  of  those  which  have  been 
sent  Home.  That  is  all  I  have  attempted  to 
do.  If  you  look  at  the  Royal  Instructions,  you 
will  see  that  the  Governor  occupies  an  entirelv 
different  position  from  the  Crown.  The  Queen^s 
subjects  are  told  that  they  can  only  approach 
Her  Majesty  through  the  Governor.  As  I  have 
said,  if  that  officer  does  not  do  his  duty  to  the 
Queen's  subjects  under  those  instructions,  he 
can  be  impeached,  he  can  be  punished;  and 
no  individual,  without  Her  Majesty's  consent 
or  authority,  can  interpose  between  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  and  the  person  to  whom  ehe 
has  confided  this  gra&t  trust.  Why,  it  would 
be  no  excuse  for  Her  Majesty  to  plead  to  the 
British  Parliament  that  unknown  gentlemen,  who 
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might  have  left  tbe  colony,  liad  adTiaed  certain 
things  to  be  doue — ^it  would  be  no  excuse  for 
her  to  Bay  that  the  ills  which  had  fallen  upon  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  were  due  to  ignorance,  it  may 
be  of  tbe  course  which  her  representative  was 
pursuing — that  eyils  had  fallen  on  the  Queen's 
subjects  through  his  haying  taken  the  advice  of 
absolutely  unknown  persons  who  can  be  in  no  way 
punished  for  haying  given  that  advice.  Such  a 
tiling  is  utterly  impossible.  Then  Ministers  say 
that  persons  can  communicate  their  grievances  to 
the  Q-oremor.  What  has  taken  place  in  this 
House  throughout  a  great  deal  of  the  session  P 
When  we  have  made  complaints,  they  have  been 
met  with  absolute  silence  and  contempt.  Minis- 
ters have  made  no  reply  whatever.  If  we  had 
appealed  to  Her  Majesfy,  a  courteous  reply  would 
liaye  been  returned ;  if  we  had  appealed  to  His 
Bxoellency  the  Governor,  a  courteous  reply  would 
have  been  sent.  But  through  this  dumb  body 
standing  between  the  G-overnor  and  ourselves  we 
oan  get  no  reply.  I  have  seen  Ministers  almost 
in  a  body  absent  themselves  from  the  House  in 
a  way  which  I  have  never  seen  before,  entirely 
neelecting  the  public  business.  I  say  we  have  a 
ri^t,  in  reference  to  those  points  in  which  the 
Governor  does  neglect  our  interests  as  subjects  of 
the  Queen,  to  appeal  to  Her  Majesty  and  the  Im- 
perial Parliament.  If  the  Gk>vemor  does  not  do 
nis  duty  to  us,  if  he  will  not  hear  complaints, 
where  is  our  remedy  ?  Is  it  in  rebellion  ?  I  say 
rebellion  has  not  been  taken  up  by  us.  The 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  himself  admitted 
that  a  revolution  was  begun  by  this  Government 
last  session.  They  beean  a  great  revolution  which 
was  to  destroy  our  Constitution,  which  was  to 
take  from  the  people  here  the  power  of  having 
their  rights  redressed.  We  did  not  begin  it. 
And  if  at  last,  if  at  the  last  moment  of  despair, 
seeing  no  other  course  left  open  to  us,  we 
are  driven  into  outrage  of  some  kind,  who 
is  to  blame  P— those  who  have  goaded  on  the 
people  to  desperation,  or  those  who  have  been 
goaded  into  desperation  against  their  will  and 
weir  wishes  P  Why  not  let  Ministers  stand  up 
and  say  that  they  will  leave  to  the  Provincial 
Legislatures  the  power  of  determining  whether 
they  will  or  will  not  accept  this  Abolition  Act. 
That  is  all  that  is  asked  for,  and  then  the  House 
wiU  see  how  the  matter  will  be  dealt  with,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  will  see 
that  too— they  will  see  how  the  Provineiskl  Le- 
gislatures will  act  under  such  circumstances — 
when  they  will  have  the  power  of  making  their 
own  terms  with  the  Colonial  €k)vemment. 
The  people  of  Auckland  would  then  have  the 
power  of  saying,  '*If  we  do  come  under  the 
AboUtion  Act,  we  vnll  have  such  revenues  se-* 
cured  to  us  as  we  believe  to  be  ours  by  right." 
They  would  be  able  to  speak  for  themselves. 
Why  should  the  honorable  member  for  Waite- 
mata»  acting  against  the  wel&re  of  his  coun- 
trymen, tiy  to  take  from  them  the  power  of 
speaking  of  their  own  wrongs,  and  the  power  of 
getting  justice  P  Was  there  anjrtiiing  more  un- 
fair ever  heard  of  P  His  object  is  to  safely  keep 
his  friend  in  power.  Having  a  member  for 
Auckland  in  the  Ministry,  his  object  is  to  keep 


that  Auckland  member  in  power,  and   be  a^ 
us  to   trust  to  that  honorable  gentleman  — 
an  individual   man — instead  of  to    ourselyes 
a  body  of  sensible  men.    That  is  his  object  ai 
intention.    And  how  do  the   Goyemnicnt    er< 
propose  to  carry  that  out?    Why,  by  one  of  t] 
most  shameful  yieldings  to   private    interests 
have  ever  heard  of.    A  great  Minister  of    tl 
Crown  is  to  be  paid,  not  to  take  his  seat  daily  i 
advise  the  Governor  in  Council  upon  all   thot 
various  subjects  now  left  with  the  Gorei-nor  i 
Council  to  make  laws  upop,  but    to    take    bi 
own  ease  or  to  follow  his  own  pursuits   in   th 
Province  of  Auckland — purchased  into  the  Min 
istry  upon  terms   which,  I  say,   any  man   %v]i< 
loved  his  country  would  not  accept — purchasec 
into  the  Ministry  upon  terms  of  neglecting  hi- 
duty  as  a  Minister — and  being  allowed  to  follow 
his  own  pursuits  and  his  own   interests.     Was 
such  a  thing  eyer  heard  of  before?     Imagine 
a  great  Minister  of  England,  some  man  whom 
the  Ministry  thought  it  essential  to  buy  over  to 
their  interests,  being  bought  over  on  condition 
that  he  should  become  a  Minister,  it  might  be 
for  the  Home  Department,  the  Foreign  Depart- 
ment,   or    that    he    should    become    Attorney- 
General,  the  great  adviser  of  the  Crown — imagine 
him  accepting  office  on  the  terms  that  he  was 
to  reside  in  Ireland  or  in  a  remote  part  of  Scot- 
land,   where    his    private    interests     lay,     and 
that  he  was  base  enough   to  sell  himself  to  a 
Ministry  on  terms  of  that  kind.     I  say,  Sir,  that 
these  are  days  when  it  becomes  men  to  arouse 
themselves — te  determine  to  struggle  for  their 
liberty  and  rights.     I  say,  knowing  that  these 
disturbances  must  come  in  consequence  of  tbe 
course  now  being  pursued,  I  was  bound  in  duty 
and  honor  to  my  country  to  warn  the  Home  au- 
thorities of  what  was  about  to  take  place.    I  have 
striven  to  the  last  not  to  do  that;  but,  having 
determined   to   do  it,   I    did  it  openly.     The 
moment  I  made  up  my  mind  to  do  it,  I  sent  to 
the  Gt)yemor  a  copy  of  the  telegram  I  wished  to 
transmit    Home.     He    could    have  transmitted 
another.    Perhaps  he  has.    Where  is  it  P    When 
I  did  tb&t  openly,  and  justly  exercising  the  same 
rights  as  the  Superintendent  of  a  proTince  as  he 
possesses  as  Governor  of  this  country,  why  did 
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he  send  that  telegram  to  this  House,  and 
send  down  some  recommendation  with  itP    I 
am  proud,  Sir,  of  the  course  I  have  taken.    I  feel 
I  have  done  that  which  is  right,  and  that  in  no 
respect  have  I  done,  wrong.    I  have  done  nothing 
secretly ;    I  have  done  it  openly.     I  hare  not 
instigated  the  mass  of  the  people  to  belieye  that 
the  Queen's  forces  were  to  be  employed  to  trample 
on  their  fellow-men,  and  shrink  from   mskine 
such  an  avowal.     Everything  that  I  hsTe  done  i 
haye  done  openly  and  fairly.    I  have  uot  made  s 
measure  an  Opposition  measure,  and  declared  that 
it  was  not  so.    I  did  not  do  as  was  done  the  other 
night — declare  that  a  measure  was  not  a  Govern- 
ment measure,  and  yet  force  men  to  leave  the 
House  who  had  promised  not  to  vote  against  the 
Government.    When  the  Government  were  told 
that  it  was  a  Government  measure,  thej  did  not 
deny  it  or  feel  ashamed  that  they  followed  such 
a  course.    Everything  I  havo  done  I  have  done 
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^rlj  and  openlj,  and  I  nm  prepared  to  stand 
by  it 

Hr.  SPEAKER.— I  wish  to  saj  this,  that  any 
ore  who  de«ii«s  to  approocli  His  Excellency  the 
Oorernor  can  do  so  by  address ;  any  one  who 
drnres  to  approach  this  Parliament  can  do  so  by 
address;  and  if  he  desires  to  approach  Her 
Majesty,  be  can  do  so  by  address.  I  belicTe  that 
in  each  caae  his  representation  would  be  taken 
into  consideration.  In  this  House  there  is  a  cer- 
tain mode  of  procedure  to  be  obscrred.  It  is  the 
Ooremment  who  are  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
the  QoTemor.  It  cannot  be  maintained  that  by 
an  obserrance  of  thia  procedure  we  are  to  be  pre- 
rented  from  baring  our  wants  made  known  ;  and 
•etc  that procedare,  wo  cannot  be  too  guarded  in 
following  m  the  steps  of  parliamentary  usuage. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  should  not  hare  risen  to 
speak  on  this  subject  but  for  the  extraordinary 
meeeh  just  made  bj  the  honorable  member  for  the 
^mes.  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  this  House 
that  the  comments  tbat  he  has  been  pleased  to 
make  on  the  conduct  of  His  Excellency  the  Gorer- 
nor  are  really  an  attack  upon  the  system  of  re- 
iponsible  gOTemment  whicn  is  established  in  this 
colony.  We  hare  worked  for  years  on  the  prin- 
ciple oi  responsible  government.  ("  No,"  "  Tes.") 
Ii  the  honorable  member  who  has  just  spoken  does 
Bol  now  belicTe  that  there  are  responsible  Minis- 
ten,  he  pretended  to  believe  that  there  were 
Rspoostble  Ministers  when  he  was  Goyemor  of 
this  colony,  and  pretended  to  act  through  them. 
All  I  can  say  ia,  that  it  is  not  merely  an  insult 
to  the  position  that  Her  Majesty's  representatiTC 
holds— an  insult  which  I  am  surprised  to  hear, 
oomisg  from  an  hcmorable  gentleman  who  has 
held  Uie  Queen's  Commission  himself, — but  it 
b  an  insult  to  this  House,  which  has  for  years 
supported  the  administration  of  government 
according  to  the  principle  which  now  obtains: 
that  is,  the  principle  which  is  called  in  all  the 
oolonies  responsible  government.  I  do  not  care 
io  answer  taunts  as  to  who  tliis  person  or  that 
Donon  may  be  who  is  sitting  on  these  benches. 
It  is  a  matter  of  taste  if  any  honorable  member 
hy  way  of  argument  chooses  to  call  hit  oppo- 
nents iosigniBcant.  The  House  has  it  in  its  Own 
hands  to  say  whether  it  will  allow  business  to  be 
carried  on  ij  this  set  of  men  or  that.  There  is  a 
constant  contradiction  in  what  is  said  by  honorable 
fsntlemen  opposite.  Some  say  the  Ministry  are 
msrelyrBtainea  in  office  to  carry  out  abolition,  and 
in  the  next  breath  they  say  that  abolition  is  dis- 
tasteful to  the  majority  of  the  people.  Either 
this  House  does  not  represent  this  country,  and 
the  electors  did  not  know  what  tliey  were  doing 
when  the  question  was  deliberately  put  to  them  ; 
or  else  honorable  ffcntlemen  opposite  are  trifling 
with  the  time  of  this  House  ana  the  country.  It 
appears  that  the  great  sin  which  has  been  com- 
mitted, and  which  has  induced  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  to  use  such  reprehen- 
nble  language  as  ho  has  now  used  with  regard 
to  the  Governor,  is  that  a  document  which  he 
vrote  himself  has  been  laid  on  the  table.  Is  he 
uhamsd  of  it  ?  The  responsibility  of  laying  it  on 
the  table  lies  entirely  with  the  Gk>vemment,  and 
it  would  hare  been  a  yery  extraordinary  thing  if 


the  Governor  had  withheld  a  document  which  hia 
Advisers  told  him  it  was  important  to  lay  on  the 
table.  It  is  a  matter  of  importance  when  the 
Superintendent  of  a  province  takes  upon  him- 
self to  adopt  what  he  himself  has  just  told  us  is 
an  unusual  course — namely,  to  address  himself 
directly  to  the  Imperial  Government  without  first 
addressing  the  Governor  of  the  colony.  When 
he  takes  such  an  unusual  step  as  that,  and 
states  to  the  Imperial  Government  that  disturb- 
ances arc  imminent,  and  calls  upon  the  Imperial 
Government  to  interfere,  I  think  we,  as  a  Go- 
vernment, should  be  failing  in  our  duty  if  we  did 
not  at  once  lay  the  document  on  the  table.  That 
is  a  very  different  thing  from  a  correspondence 
between  a  Superintendent  and  the  Government  of 
this  colony,  however  important  that  correspond- 
ence may  be.  The  honorable  gentleman  seems  to 
foreot  that  he  has  taken  a  very  unusual  course, 
and  one  which  requires  that  the  attention  of  the- 
House  and  the  country  should  immediately  be 
called  to  his  proceedings.  I  do  not  think  honor- 
able gentlemen  generally  will  approve  of  the  ex- 
pressions used  with  regard  to  Her  Majesty's 
representative — ^such  an  expression  for  instance 
as  that  he  is  a  servant  of  Her  3fajesty's  Minis- 
ters, and  that  he  did  not  represent  truthfully 
the  state  of  the  country  to  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. I  would  ask  this  House  whether  it  is 
right  or  even  decent  that  an  honorable  mem- 
ber should  get  up  in  his  place  and  speak  of 
Her  Majesty  s  representative  in  such  a  manner. 
Has  the  Governor  said  or  done  anything  to 
justify  such  language  being  used  towards  him  in 
this  House?  I  think,  at  any  rate,  that  such 
expressions  will  not  commend  themselves  gene- 
rally to  the  good  taste  of  the  House.  The  House 
has  the  Goremment  here  to  answer  for  anything 
that  ia  done,  and  that  Government  is  perfectly 
prepared  to  take  the  whole  of  the  responsibility 
upon  themselves.  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
more  than  once  spoken  of  his  action  as  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Province  of  Auckland.  We  do 
not  know  the  honorable  member  as  Superinten- 
dent in  this  House.  We  do  not  know  him  as  an 
ex- Governor  or  as  the  Superintendent  of  Auck- 
land. We  know  him  only  as  one  of  the  honor- 
able members  for  the  Thames.  The  beet  proof 
of  the  absurdity  of  pretending  to  recognize  him 
as  representative  ot  the  Prorince  of  Auckland 
is  the  denial  instantly  evoked  from  other  honor- 
able members  from  that  province  when  he  at- 
tempts to  speak  as  their  representative.  Does 
he  represent  Mongonui  ?  We  have  a  representa- 
tive of  that  district  in  the  House,  and  I  do  not 
think  he  has  ever  gone  into  the  same  lobby  with 
the  honorable  member  upon  any  constitutional 
question  during  the  two  years  the  honorablo 
member  has  been  in  the  House.  Does  he  re- 
present Waitemata?  Does  he  represent  Mars- 
den?  Docs  he  represent  Watkato  ?  Does  he 
represent  Waipa  or  the  East  Coast  ?  Does  he  in 
fact  represent  more  than  half,  or  rather  less  than 
half,  of  tlie  Thames  ?  I  take  it  that  his  colleague 
Mr.  Bowe  represents  that  district  more  directly 
and  distinctly  than  he  does.  I  say  that  no  honor- 
ablo member,  whether  Superintendent  or  not,  has 
any  right  to  speak  as  representative  of  any  place 
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bejond  tbe  one  -which  has  returned  him  to  this 
House.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the  House  anj 
longer,  as  my  honorable  friend  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  been  for  some  time  desirous  of 
making  his  Financial  Statement.  I  can  onlj 
once  more  express  mj  surprise  at  the  outburst 
of  indignation  on  the  part  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  at  the  publication  of  a 
document  which  he  himself  thought  of  such  great 
importance  that  he  took  the  irregular  step  of 
sending  it  directly  to  the  Imperial  Qovernment 
without  the  intervention  of  the  G-oyernor ;  with- 
out, in  fact,  pursuing  the  course  which  he  ac- 
knowledges himself  has  always  been  observed  in 
the  colony,  and  which  he  ought  to  know  better 
than  anyone  else  in  this  House  is  the  only  legiti- 
mate course  to  be  taken  if  he  wishes  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Colonial  Office. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  talked  in  a  very  emphatic  manner,  and 
not .  in  his  usual  insouciant  way,  as  if  he  did  not 
much  care  what  transpired  about  the  consti- 
tutional position  of  Ministers,  and  the  insults 
IcTelled  at  His  Excellency  the  GoTcmor  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames.  Perhaps  the 
honorable  gentleman  holding  such  views  as  he 
does  with  reeard  to  Ministerial  responsibility,  will 
inform  the  House  whether  it  is  the  business  of 
Ministers  to  advise  the  Governor  as  to  the  de- 
spatches which  he  writes  Home.  I  do  not  know 
whether  any  new  system  has  been  introduced 
with  regard  to  the  relations  between  constitu- 
tional Ministers  and  the  Gt)yemor ;  but  I  kuow 
that  some  years  ago  such  a  thing  was  not  done. 
If  honorable  members  will  bear  in  mind  that  this 
is  a  despatch  by  the  Governor,  they  will  see  that 
they  haye  a  right  to  use  His  Excellency's  name 
directly,  and  it  would  be  wrong  to  pretend  that 
Ministers  are  responsible  for  such  a  despatch 
being  sent  Home.  It  was  upon  one  of  these 
despatches,  and  upon  that  only,  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  made  the  rema)rks 
which  evoked  the  not  very  pointed  reply  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice.  The  honorable  gentleman 
also  told  us  that  tliis  House  knew  nothing  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  as  Superinten- 
dent of  Auckland — that  he  was  only  known  in 
this  House  as  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames.  But  I  apprehend,  if  this  House  does 
not  know  him  as  Superintendent  of  Auckland, 
the  Constitution  of  the  country  recognizes  him 
in  that  capacity ;  and  this  House  ought  also  to 
recognize  the  Constitution  of  the  country  whilst 
it  exists  and  until  it  is  set  aside.  The  honorable 
gentleman  likewise  asks  us  whether  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  as  Superintendent  of 
Auckland  or  in  any  other  capacity,  can  be  said 
to  hare  the  same  views  and  the  same  feelings  as 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikato,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waipa,  and  other  honorable  members  in 
this  House.  The  honorable  member  for  Waite- 
mata, who  yery  rarely  ventures  to  address  the 
House,  and  to  whom  it  is  always  necessary  that 
particular  attention  should  be  paid  when  he 
speaks,  told  us  this  afternoon  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Rodney  and  others  were  now  de- 
sirous, which  they  were  not  before,  of  continuing 


the  old  system  of  Provincial  Gk>vemmenta  in   tlio 
country.     I  ask  that  honorable  gentleman  -w^he- 
ther  he  was  not  a  supporter  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames   in    the  proposals    lie 
made  in  this  House  with  regard  to  Separation — 
whether  he  did  not  support  those  resolutions  by 
which  the  honorable  member  for  the   Thames 
desired  to  put  something  in   the  place  of    the 
old  system  of  Provincialism  which  has  hitherto 
existed  ?     And  when  those  resolutions  failed,  did 
not  that  honorable  gentleman  simply  abandon  his 
position  altogether  and  go  over  to  a  new  system, — 
a  different  system,  and  one  that  was  never  spoken 
of  before  by  any  men   who  stood  at   the    late 
elections  in  Auckland?     On  the  hustings  during 
those  elections  only  two  courses  were  suggested — 
one,  separation   in   some  form ;   and  the  other, 
the   unity  of  the  colony  and  a  common  purse. 
The  honorable  member  also  accepted  the  latter, 
and  Toted   for  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikato,  which  followed  those  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames;  but   now, 
instead  of  sticking  to  his  colours  and  doing  the 
best  he  can  to  force  this  House  back  again  into 
one  of  these  positions,  he  takes  the  miserable 
position  which  is  accepted  by  the  present  Minis- 
try, and  which  the  country  has  never  been  asked 
wnether  it  will  accept  or  not.     What  were  the 
propositions  of  the   honorable  member  for  the 
Thames?    That  there  should  be  some  definite 
and  fixed  financial  system,  upon  which  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  could  be  safely  administered. 
It  was  the  same  with  the  proposals  of  the  honor- 
able  member  for  Waikato.     And  now  what  are 
wo  asked   to  do?    To  gOTcm  the  country  for 
twelve  months  by  means  of  Treasury  bills,  and 
let  the  future  look  out  for  itself.     That  is  the 
grand  position  of  Ministers,  and  that  is  the  posi- 
tion which  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata 
now  takes  up — a  position  which  the  honorable 
member  never  spoke  of  to  his  constituents  in  any 
way,  and  to  support  which,  I  answer  for  it,  no 
single  constituency  in  the  colony  would  return  a 
representative  if  he  went  boldly  and  straight- 
forwardly and  told  them  the  course  he  intended 
to  pursue.    I  think  such  taunts  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  threw  out  are  entirely  out  of  place. 
Over  and  over  again   I  myself,   the  honorable 
member  for  the   Thames,  and  other  members 
from  Auckland,  haye  said,  with  as  much  preci- 
sion as  words  are  capable  of,  that  Wb  did  not 
desire  the  old  form  of  Proyincialisin — that  in  the 
Proyince  of  Auckland  it  could  not  be  carried  on 
for  a  single  month  by  any  one.     But  we  did  say 
this,  that  Abolition  on  the  terms  offered  was  as 
bad,  if  not  worse,  not  only  for  the  province  but 
for  the  country  at  large,  as  the  old  system.    Wo 
tried  to  get  something  different,  something  tliat 
in  itself  was  reasonable  and  intelligible ;  but  we 
had  opposed  to  us  a  mere  scratch  system  that 
cannot  by  any  possibility  be   carried    on   even 
under  the  great  modem  principle  establiahed  in 
this  House  of  borrowing  upon  eyery  conceirablo 
occasion — cannot  possibly  be  carried  on  for  more 
than  twelve  months.     The  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin    City,  Mr.  Stout,   and   the    honorable 
member  for  Glutha  haye  been  taunted  with  Aij- 
ing  that  the  honorable  member  at  the  head  of 
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the  Oowrninent  eridentlj  did  not  desire,  and 
oonld  not  hare  d^eired,  to  bring  his  Financial 
Sutement  forward  to-daj,  or  he  mould  not  hare 
done  his  best  to  raise  a  debate  upon  this  subject; 
aod  the  Premier  sajs  those  honorable  gentlemen 
are  perfectlj  welcome  to  hold  that  opinion,  but  it 
is  wrong.  I  think  thej  can  very  well  be  excused 
for  holding  that  opinion.  For  the  Ust  fortnight 
we  hare  been  daj  after  daj  expecting  this  state- 
SDCDt,  bat  it  has  been  put  off  from  day  to  day, 
and  we  hare  been  told,  "It  will  be  made  to- 
morrow or  next  day,"  and  so  on,  until  we  really 
did  not  know  when  we  were  to  hear  ^.  Anxious 
M  I  am  to  hear  the  statement,  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
not  bare  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  if  it  is  not 
made  to-day,  for  I  really  cannot  spend  a  lifetime 
here  waiting  for  it.  And  yet  when  we  came  to 
the  House  to-day  expecting  that  it  would  be  de- 
lirered,  this  paper  was  laid  upon  the  table,  which 
was  not  at  all  necessary,  and  which  was  certain  to 
cause  an  irritating  debate.  One  would  suppose 
that,  if  Ministers  desired  to  bo  excused  from 
bringing  forward  the  Financial  Statement,  thlit' 
was  the  rery  course  they  would  adopt.  I  do  not 
desirs  to  put  off  the  Financial  Statement,  and 
therefore  I  shall  occupy  time  no  further. 

Mr.  ORMOND. — I  am  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  statement  made  by  more  than  one  honorable 
gentleman,  and  particularly  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Pamell,  that  this  question  of  aboli- 
tion was  not  put  to  the  people.  If  my  recollec- 
tion does  not  betray  me,  it  was  the  boast  of  those 
reiy  gentlemen  last  session  that  they,  by  their 
action,  had  giren  the  people  an  opportunity  to 
consider  it ;  yet  now  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
assert,  orer  and  orer  again,  that  that  in  which 
they  gloried  last  session  was  something  thatnerer 
happened.  As  to  the  statement  that  this  House 
does  not  represent  the  country,  why,  Sir,  if  this 
HoQse  does  not  represent  the  country,  where  is 
there  any  body  in  the  oolony  that  does?  This 
HoQsa  was  elected  on  the  Abolition  question,  and 
on  the  understanding  that  it  should  substitute  a 
purely  local  form  of  goremment.  We  may  differ 
as  to  whether  the  details  of  the  measure  we  hare 
been  engaged  in  framing  are  the  particular  forms 
the  people  wish  to  see  adopted,  but  it  is  incorrect 
to  say  that  the  people  themselres  hare  not  de- 
cided the  main  question.  I  should  not  hare 
risen  at  all  but  for  the  question  so  pointedly  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Parnell ; 
bat  since  I  hare  risen  I  should  like  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  characteristic  speech  delivered 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames.  To 
my  mind — and  it  is  with  rery  great  regi*et  that 
I  lay  it — it  is  a  pitiable  thing  that  we  should 
hear,  from  an  honorable  gentleman  who  came  to 
this  House  with  such  prestige,  such  speeches 
is  we  hare  listened  to  to-day.  What  were  the 
leading  features  of  that  speech?  Not  for  the 
first  time,  the  honorable  gentleman  spoke  of  His 
excellency  the  Governor  in  a  way  that  this  House 
cannot  approro  of.  Beyond  doubt,  this  House 
listens  to  these  statements  with  great  distaste ;  in 
fact,  they  could  come  with  no  worse  taste  from 
aor  one  else  in  the  colony  than  from  the  honor- 
able gentleman  himself.  He  has  occupied  the 
high  position  of  Goremdt  of  this  colony  in  the 
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past.  He  himself  is  at  the  present  moment  tlie 
recipient  of  pension  money  for  services  rendered 
in  that  capacity, and  he  should  be  the  last  man  to 
bring  forward  His  Excellency's  name  in  a  way 
which  he  must  know  is  entirely  wrong,  and  en- 
tirely unconstitutional.  The  honorable  gentleman 
dealt,  in  a  way  in  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  he 
never  fails  to  deal,  in  imputations  of  a  gross 
character  not  only  against  members  of  the  Gt>- 
vemment,  but  against  members  of  the  House. 
The  honorable  gentleman  never  makes  a  speech 
in  this  House  in  which  he  does  not  oast  imputa- 
tions upon  the  character  of  honorable  members, 
and  question  their  motives.  I  can  hardly  realize 
how  it  is  that  the  House  patiently  listens  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  wliilst  he  repeatedly  and 
continuously  abuses  the  characters  of  our  publfo 
men.  Is  the  honorable  gentleman  the  only  man 
in  this  House  who  acts  from  pure  motives  ?  One 
would  think  so  from  the  position  he  takes  up. 
My  honorable  friends  who  sit  on  tlie  G-orernmeut 
benches,  with  their  experience  of  the  honorable 
f;entleman,  may  well  treat  with  utt^r  contempt 
the  eharges  which  he  habitually  hurls  at  them. 
If  they  were  the  only  persons  to  whom  he  applied 
abuse  of  this  kind,  if  it  were  only  political  oppo- 
nents against  whom  these  charges  were  hurled,  we 
should  not  feel  so  much  surprised  ;  but  this  ses- 
sion we  have  witnessed  the  spectacle  of  this 
honorable  eentleman — who  is  nominally  known 
as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  but  who  is  so 
utterly  impotent  for  the  position — not  only  at- 
tacking the  characters  of  his  opponents,  but,  on 
the  slightest  prorocation,  imputing  the  grossest 
motives  to  members  of  Bis  own  party. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Name. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— I  will  "name"  if  the  honor- 
able gentleman  anxiously  desires  me  to  do  so.  I 
will  first  allude  to  the  case  in  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  hurled  imputations  against  the  honor* 
able  member  for  Avon  and  the  Canterbury  mem- 
bers. I  will  next  name  the  case  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce,  who  was  attacked  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  when  the  Counties  Bill  was 
under  discussion  in  Committee  a  few  evenings 
ago.  I  would  like  to  know  where  you  will  find 
in  this  House  a  member  who  bears  a  higher 
character  for  consistency  than  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce ;  and  yet,  because  the  honor- 
able gentleman  ventured  to  differ  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  on  a  question  of 
boundaries,  he  was  charged  with  acting  in  a 
manner  opposed  to  his  duties  as  a  representative 
of  a  Southern  constituency,  because  his  private 
and  personal  interests  were  involved.  And  with 
these  cases  before  his  eyes,  the  honorable  member 
for  Dunedin  is  silly  enough  to  dare  me  to  bring 
forward  instances  of  the  tnorough  wrong-headed- 
ness  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thnmes, 
and  of  his  complete  inability  to  fill  the  position 
he  holds,  or  nominally  holds,  as  leader  of  a  party. 
What  have  we  seen  him  do  ?  We  saw  him,  this 
session,  start  with  a  compact  parry  under  him ; 
but  now  all  its  best  members  are  gone  from  him, 
because  they  could  no  longer  consent  to  be  dragged 
through  the  dirt.  The  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  (Mr.  Stout)  laughs;  but  he  knows  rery 
well  that  it  is  the  only  wish  of  that  party  to  get 
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rid  of  ilie  leadenbip  whioH  is  weighing  them 
down,  and  rendering  them  impotent  for  any  use- 
fal  purpose.  The  honorable  gentleman  Imows, 
and  we  Know,  that  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  has  been  practieally  deposed  from  the 
leadership  of  his  party.  We  know  jMrfectly  well 
that  eyerj  member  of  the  Opposition  has  told 
Jiim  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  he  should 
withdraw  from  his  position  because  he  was 
weighing  them  down,  and  preventing  the  Oppo- 
iitioui  as  a  party,  from  doing  anj  good  or  useful 
thing.  Honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
may  stiU  laush ;  but  they  know  too  well  that, 
if  Uiey  oome  back  next  year  under  the  honorable 
gentleman's  leadership,  they  come  back  to  an 
unpraotioable  position — one  from  which  no  good 
can  result. 

Mr.  STOUT.— We  know  nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  OBMONB.— Then  I  know  its  but  what 
I  complain  of  at  the  present  moment  is,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  be  allowed  to  hurl, 
right  and  left,  unfounded  imputations  of  the* 
possest  character  against  honorable  members. 
We  are  all  actuated  by  as  high  motives  as  the 
honorable  gentleman,  but  we  do  not  bring  our- 
i^vee  down  to  the  course  which  the  honorable 

Smtleman  adopts.  The  speech  of  the  member  for 
nokland  Citv  East  was  also  characteristic  of 
him.  From  him,  also,  we  heard  those  absurd 
imputations  of  motives  so  much  indulged  in  bv 
tiie  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  that  all 
the  efforts  of  honorable  members  on  this  side  of 
the  House  are  guided  by  the  hope  of  gaining 
some  personal,  putry  advantage. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  OBMOND.— The  honorable  member  has 
well  exemplified  the  utter  shamelessuess,  if  one 
may  use  such  an  expression,  of  making  such  im- 
nutations,  and  it  is  beyond  all  forbearance  that 
honorable  members  should  be  subjected  to  them. 
The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  Citv  East 
talked  about  who  represented  the  people!  I 
should  like  to  know  liow  much  that  honorable 
gentleman,  and  several  other  honorable  members 
who  come  from  the  Province  of  Auckland,  repre- 
sent the  people.  I  speak,  of  course,  of  those 
who  were  elected  upon  the  Sir  George  Grey 
"  ticket."  For  myseli,  I  would  scorn  to  »it  here 
upon  any  such  ticket.  If  I  could  not  sit  here 
in  my  own  right,  I  would  prefer  not  to  be  here 
at  alL  I  certainly  would  not  consent  to  occupy 
the  position  of  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East,  and  many  other  members  who  sit 
around  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 
They  were  elected  to  be  joints  to  Sir  George 
Grey's  tsii,  to  be  whisked  about  as  he  chose  to 
whisk  them;  and  these  are  the  gentlemen  who 
talk  to  us  about  representing  the  people— who 
tell  us,  forsooth,  that  we  represent  notoing!  I 
will  only  further  state  that  this  discussion  has 
been  entirely  provoked  by  the  speeches  from  the 
other  side.  There  is  no  end  or  object  to  be 
gained  by  its  but.  for  myself,  I  could  not  sit 
here  and  listen  without  objection  to  these  gross 
imputations  which  have  been  made  by  members 
on  the  Opposition  benches. 

Mr.  BOWE.— I  should  not  feel  satisfied  wilh 
myself  if  I  did  not  make  a  fow  observations  on 
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evening  said  tHat  tnose  bonorat>ie  members  '^hc 
voted  with  the  Ministry  only  sought  to  further 
the  interests  of  themselves  and  their  fHcnde.      I 
do  not  object  to  such  imputations  bein^   made 
against  me  by  the  honorable  member.     Thoy  will 
go  forth  to  the  country  for  what  they  stre  -wortTi, 
and  when  placed  in  the  balance  will  weigli   -very 
lightly  indeed.    But,  Sir,  the  honorable   gentle- 
man,  while  in  his  seat,  has  told  me  that  I  snail  be 
afraid  to  ^o  through  the  streets  of  Auckland 
when  I  return.    All  I  have  to  say  in  replj^  is,  that 
I  lived  in  Auckland  many  years  before  the  honor- 
able gentleman  saw  it^  and  I  was  not  afraid  to  eo 
through  the  streets  then.    I  have  lived  in  Auck- 
land  since  he  has  been  there  without    experi- 
encing any  fear  of  the  kind ;  and  I  was  going  to 
say  that  if  I  lived  in  Auckland  after  the  honor- 
able gentleman  left  it  I  might  be  afraid.     How- 
ever that  may  be,  I  shall  not  be  afraid  to  £sce 
my  constituents  when  I  go  among  them.      Sir, 
the  honorable  gentleman  made  the  remark  that 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  membeiv  from  Auck- 
land were  elected  because  they  promised  to  fol- 
low Sir  George  Grey.    Well,  he  oertablj  conld 
not  bring  that  aoousatbn  against  me;    but  if 
he  oould  do  so,  1  should  consider  it  the  rery 
worst  accusation  that  could  be  brought  sigainst 
me.    What  foUy,  what  excessive  foUy,  it  is  for 
those  gentlemen  to  come  here  and  tell  ua  that 
we  do  not  represent  our  constituencies !     Why, 
Sir,  a  number  of  those  very  gentlemen  would 
not  have  been  here  if  they  had  not  promised  to 
follow  Sir  Ghsorge  Grey  througih  thick  and  thin. 
They  were  never  elected  on  their  own  merits, 
nor  because  their  constituents  had  any  confi- 
dence in  them.    They  were  simply  elected  on  Sir 
George  Grey's  ticket— they  were  supported  by  his 
Committee,  and  that  ia  how  they  sot  into  Parlia- 
ment.   I  may  say  that  myself  and  sereral  othior 
members  have  not  stood  on  such  a  ticket.    I 
have  steadily  voted  for  the  principles  I  advo- 
cated when  I  first  stood  before  my  constitu- 
ents, and  nobody  can  say  anything  to  the  con- 
trary.   The  honorable  member  for  ramell,  when 
speaking,  said  something  about  a  division  of  the 
colony  and  separation.    Well,  Sir,  I  should  have 
thought    it    the    greatest   calamity  that   could 
have  befidlen   the   colony  if   what  are  known 
as  the  Separation  resolations  had  been  carried 
by  this  House,  and  1  gUny  in  the  fiict  that  I 
was  not  one  of  those  who  supported  the  jpro- 
posal.    If  these  resolutions  had  been  carried, 
'*  Ichabod  "  would  have  been  written  against  tbe 
names  of  those  gentlemen  who  supported  them, 
and  they  would  have  lost  their  political  repu- 
tations for  ever  if  t^ey  had  had  any  such  re- 
putations.   I  say  that  even  Auckland  itself  will 
rejoice  ere  long  that  those  resolutions  were  not 
carried.    Now,  Sir,  my  honorable  friends  Iists 
been  talking  about  bloodshed  and  all  that  kiod  of 
thing.    That  is,  as  far  as  Auckland  is  concerned, 
the  veriest  nonsense  ever  uttered.    Tbe  Auckland 
people  know  too  much  to  go  in  for  rebellion. 
But  at  any  rate  if  there  were  a  rebellion  at  Auck- 
land, I  am  very  glad  to  say  that  we  have  a  Isigs 
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i^roe  of  Yolanteen  at  the  Thsmet,  and  I  shall 
not  be  afraid  to  go  into  the  mtdst  of  them  when 
I  Tetom  to  my  home.  Those  men  who  talk  about 
rebellioii  will  not  fight.  There  is  not  courage 
enough  in  them,  and  there  never  was.  Thejr  can 
talk  and  use  a  multitude  of  words,  but  it  goes  no 
farther  than  that.  The  Auckland  people,  I  say, 
possess  too  much  good  sense,  and  are  too  deep! j 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  tlie  oolony ;  and  if 
there  is  one  desire  in  their  breasts  above  all  others, 
it  is  that  the  colony  should  be  united,  and  ener- 
getic in  pursuing  those  courses  which  are  condu- 
eiye  to  the  prosperity  of  New  Zealand.  If  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  G-rej) 
talks  tin  he  induces  the  Auckland  people  to  rebel, 
I  pity  him.  I  must  admit  that  he  has  a  great 
deal  of  eloquence,  but  all  his  eloquence  will  not 
induce  them  to  do  that.  But,  Sir,  there  was  one 
thing  about  which  I  did  feel  sorr^,  and  my  honor- 
able colleague  will  pardon  me  if  I  refer  to  it. 
The  honorable  genueman  pointed  to  the  Post- 
maater-General,  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kato,  and  told  us  that  he  had  sold  himself  to  the 
Ministry.  But  I  ask,  Sir,  ought  not  a  member 
of  this  House  to  be  ashamed  of  such  an  assertion 
as  that?  Wliflt  right  has  he  to  make  such  an 
assertion?  I  hsTo  known  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikato  for  many  years,  and  I  say  that,  after 
aH  he  has  done  for  the  colony,  any  man  who 
comes  here  and  uses  such  expressions  with  regard 
to  him  must  be  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame. 

Mr.  DB  LAUTOUll.^-Sir,  I  haye  always 
beard  since  I  came  into  this  House  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Cliye  had  a  little  room 
upstairs  somewhere ;  and  from  his  assumption  of 
knowing  ererything  that  goes  on,  and  the  re- 
markable accuracy  of  his  statements  with  regard 
to  the  moyements  of  the  Op|>08ition,  I  know 
now  what  use  that  Kttle  room  is  put  to.  Tliat 
little  room  is  kept  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what 
the  Opposition  am  doing.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  spoken  of  us  a#  a  remnant,  and  says  that 
an  our  best  men  have  gone  away  from  us.  Well, 
aU  I  can  say  is,  that  if  they  have  gone  in  coh- 
■equence  of  anything  that  luis  taken  place  this 
session,  I  am  yery  glad  to  be  left  behino.  Of  tlie 
teany  things  saia  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
one  at  least  deseryes  not  to  go  unnoticed.  He 
seemed  to  hold  a  doctrine  out  for  our  approval, 
that  because  a  man  from  many  years'  service  has 
become  entitled  to  a  pension  Rom  the  Grown, 
therefore  his  lips  are  to  be  sealed,  when  he  takes 
a  seat  ui  tins  House,  from  opposing  the  gentle- 
men on  the  Government  benches.  Well,  Sir, 
that  accounts  for  another  thing.  That  honorable 
eentleman  has  not  as  vet  received  a  pension 
from  the  €k>vemment,  but  he  is  in  receipt  of 
AiU  salaiT ;  and  if  his  doctrine  is  that  a  pension 
is  to  unaermine  independence,  we  can  under- 
stand that  the  receipt  of  a  fntt  salary  wiU 
have  the  eflbet  of  blowing  away  independence 
altogether.  The  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Justice 
has  told  us  that  the  Gh»vemment  are  prepared  to 
accept  the  ^hde  of  the  responsibiHty  of  this 
thing.  But  there  are  many  men  who  are  pre- 
MM  to  aocept  and  take  anything  they  can  get. 
The  Hon.  the  Ministar  of  Justice  does  not  stand 
aloiw — his  own  deputment  can  tett  him  that.    I 


give  the  Government  fnU  credit  for  their  power 
of  expansion ;  and  when  I  hesrd  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Justice  say  how  much  responsibility 
they  could  take  and  were  in  receipt  of,  I  could 
not  help  thinking  of  the  old  fable  of  the  frog  and 
her  offspring,  when  thev  were  in  the  field  with 
the  bull.  The  frog  tried  to  expand  herself  to  the 
sise  of  the  bull ;  and  we  have  seen  the  same  sort 
of  thing  here  this  session.  This  system  of  expan- 
sion has  been  soing  on,  until,  like  the  paper-bag 
in  the  hands  of  a  small  boy  in  the  street,  it  will 
expand  tiU  it  bursts ;  and  this  burst  is  near  at 
hand  now.  He  also  tliinks  it  is  cont4*mptuous  to 
speak  of  the  Governor  as  a  servant  of  the  Crown. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  as  a  servant  of  the 
Ministry. 

Mr.  DB  LAUTOUB.— WeU,  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  do  represent  the  Crown,  and  there- 
fore the  term  was  practically  "servant  of  the 
Crown."  The  expression  was,  "the  servant  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  at  Home."  Why,  Sir, 
those  Ministers  themselves  glory  in  being  servants 
of  the  Crown.  Has  the  Hon.  the  liinister  of 
Justice  never  heard  the  maxim,  <'  He  that  would 
be  greatest,  let  him  be  the  servant  of  all" ?  I  think 
the  honorable  gentleman  must  rise  in  the  moral 
scale  a  little.  Then  the  honorable  member  for 
Clive  used  the  phrase,  "  so  utterly  without  tact,'* 
in  regard  to  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames.  Is  not  that  the  Terj  phra«e  we  have  been 
applyixiji;  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  ?  Who 
asked  for  this  debate  this  afternoon,  and,  just 
for  the  sake  of  raising  a  laugh  amongst  those 
offspring  who  were  witnessing  the  process  of 
expansion,  moved  that  this  correspondence  be 
read?  The  honorable  member  for  Olive  flattered 
the  honorable  member  fbr  Bruce,  but  I  do  not 
think  the  latter  gentleman  is  to  be  bought  by 
flattery.  At  the  Oommencement  of  this  session  I 
heard  the  Hon.  the  Premier  speak  of  an  honor- 
able member  as  a  future  great  statesman ;  and 
I  think  the  same  sort  of  thing  is  being  done 
now  with  regard  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce,  though  in  a  smaller  sphere.  In  regard 
to  the  question  imfnediately  \mort  the  House,  I 
may  say  that  we  hare  heurd  a  great  deal  from 
Ministers,  but  yet  they  have  not  told  us  what 
answer  they  advised  His  Excellency  to  send  in 
reference  to  the  correspondence  More  us.  I 
think  it  was  their  duty  to  come  down  and  take 
the  first  opportunity  of  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  House  and  the  eountry  to  this  correspondence ; 
but  in  my  opinion  it  was  also  their  duty  to  show 
what  course  they  intended  to  take  in  regard  to 
it.  They  ought  to  have  told  us  what  steps  they 
had  taken,  if  they  are  responsible,  as  they  daim 
to  be,  for  the  actions  of  Her  Majesty's  represen- 
tative. It  is  well  this  debate  has  arisen  to  show 
the  weakness  of  the  Government  in  this  House  in 
commanding  a  nuuority.  What  is  the  use  of  a 
majority  which  will  go  to  the  "Aye"  or  "No" 
lobby  as  they  are  commanded,  if  there  is  no 
management  of  them  ?  As  far  as  the  manage* 
ment  of  a  majority  goes,  the  present  Goven* 
rocnt  have  shown  themselves  weaker  thair  aiir 
Government  wliioh  has  preceded  them,  and  thu 
debate  has  helped  to  intensify  that  weakness. 

Mr.  TOLB.— Sir,  I  am  not  astonished  at  tho 
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manner  in  which  the  honorable  member  for  Clive 
has  spoken,  for,  as  far  as  my  observation  goep,  he 
appears  always  to  perform  the  inferior  part  of  the 
work  of  the  Ministry.  After  three  or  four  weeks 
of  bottling  up,  as  I  may  call  it,  of  abuse,  he  always 
appears  then  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  oppor- 
tunity  to  let  it  off  at  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames.  He  rarely  speaks  unless  he  wishes 
to  attack  that  honorable  member,  for  obvious 
reasons.  He  has,*  however,  thought  proper,  in 
relation  to  the  following  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  tbe  Thames,  to  stigmatize — for  that  is 
the  sense  in  which  his  words  were  used — them 
as  his  "  tail."  Well,  Sir,  I  can  say  this  at  least, 
that  I  consider  it  a  greater  honor  to  be  a  part  of 
the  tail  of  a  body  that  is  here,  than  to  be  part  of 
the  tail  of  a  body  that  has  ignominiously  de- 
parted frcuu  this  House.  I  do  represent  some 
principle  here,  but  I  do  not  suppose  tbe  honor- 
able member  for  Clive  represents  any.  I  was 
astonished  at  the  laughter  with  which  Ministers 
received  the  subject  which  has  been  under  dis- 
cussion to-day,  in  the  face  of  such  perilous  and 
imminent  events.  I  am  astonished,  also,  at  the 
laughter  with  which  they  meet  contradictions  to 
their  statements.  It  is  ludicrous  to  see  them 
laughing  at  what  involves  their  honor  and  the 
honor  of  Her  Majesty's  representative,  and  then 
with  mock  serenity  jump  up  to  a  point  of  order 
at  once  when  his  name  has  been  respectfully  used 
in  relation  to  his  action  as  Governor  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames.  That  is  a  position 
which  I  cannot  understand.  It  may  be  that  as  a 
new  member  I  am  not  initiated  in  the  deportment 
of  Ministers,  but  I  may  say  that  durine  the  whole 
of  this  session  I  have  been  shocked  with  the  levity 
of  Ministers  in  regard  to  such  important  matters 
as  tbe  present.  It  will  be  remembered.  Sir,  that 
the  other  day  a  memorandum  was  written  by  the 
Premier  to  the  Superintendent  of  Otago,  in  which 
reference  was  made  to  tbe  superior  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  England  in  rela- 
tion to  Abolition.  Tbe  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  asked,  on  the  first  opportunity  in  the 
House,  that  a  copy  of  the  opinion  should  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  It  might  naturally  have  been 
supposed  that  the  Qt>vemment  would  have  given 
a  categorical  answer  to  the  honorable  member's 
simple  question;  but  they  requested  the  honor- 
able member  to  postpone  his  question,  and  to  give 
formal  notioe  of  it.  The  next  day  the  Premier 
got  up  and  answered  baldly,  aa  he  coidd  have 
done  on  the  day  before,  that  no  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  England  had  been 
received.  At  the  same  time  the  people  had  been 
led  to  believe  by  the  terms  of  the  memorandum 
of  the  Premier  to  the  Superintendent  of  Otago, 
which  had  been  published  in  the  newspapers,  that 
an  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in 
Enghind  did  exist.  By  that  memorandum  they 
misled  the  people  by  inducing  them  to  believe  that 
Her  Majesty  had  given  the  Royal  assent  to  the 
Abolition  Act,  when  Her  Majesty,  they  must  have 
known,  could  not  give  such  an  assent.  All  the 
power  the  Queen  has  is  that  of  disallowing  an 
Act  within  two  years,  and  that  power  she  has  not 
yet  been  pleased  to  exercise :  there  is  still  time  in 
which  such  power  of  disallowance  may  be  exer- 


cised.   The  Ministers  have  thus  misled  the  people 

— I  use  the  word  "misled"  advisedly into   tlu 

belief  that  Her  Majesty  has  assented  to  this  Act, 
to  make  it  appear  that  the  matter  is  B.JLcd  and 
confirmed.    An  action  of  that  kind  on   tHe  part 
of  the  G-overnment  is  to  be  very  much  deplored  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Ministers  ahould 
have  adopted  the  course  pursued  by  them.       In 
that  view  I  would  move,  if  I  be  in  order,  the  fol- 
lowing amendment:— That  this  House  regrets  tbe 
terms  of  the  memorandum,  without  date,  of  Min- 
isters to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  published 
in  the  New  Zealand  Times  newspaper  of  the  4th 
October,  1876,  in  relation  to  the  correspondence 
with  the  Superintendent  of  Otago  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Abolition  Act. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  it  is  an 
amendment  which  I  can  put.  It  refers  to  a 
matter  of  which  the  House  has  no  cognizance. 
If  the  documents  were  papers  of  the  House,  or  if 
they  had  been  laid  on  the  table  by  leave  of 
the  House,  it  might  have  been  moved  hy  way 
of  amendment. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  business  of  the  day  should  have  been  in- 
terrupted in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
interrupted  this  afternoon.     It  is  not  tbe  first 
time  that  the  business  of  the  country — I  presume 
I  m^  term   it  so  —  has   been   interrupted   bj 
the  Government.     On  Friday  night,  when   the 
Government  supported,  if  they  did  not  actually 
move,  an  amendment  of  a  substantial  character 
in   the   Counties  Bill,  through   their  action   in 
that  respect  the  additional  Financial  Statement, 
which  was  to  have  been  made  at  eight  o'olock  on 
Friday,  was  not  made  at  all,  and  the  debate  on 
the  Counties  Bill  lasted  until  after  two  o'clock  in 
the  raornin||r.    The  Government  now  apparently 
think  it  then*  duty  to  bring  down  an  incomplete 
correspondence  and  to  lay  par^of  it  on  the  table. 
The  communication  is  only  one  of  others  that 
have   been  addressed  to   His  Excellency.     The 
Premier's  explanation  was  that  this  was  the  most 
important  communication  he  had  ever  had  the 
honor  to  lay  upon  the  table  of  the  House.    Thus 
he  valued  this  communication  from   the  Super- 
intendent of  Auckland  as  of  more  importance 
than  all  the  rest  of  the  Government  despatches 
and  all  the  other  papers  laid  upon  the  table.    I 
would  like  the  Premier  to  explain  how  it  happens 
that  the  only  thing  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
House  and  read  to-day  is  the  copy  of  the  tele- 
gram  from  Sir  George  Grey.    The  reply  of  His 
Excellency  to  the  Superintendent  of  Auckland  is 
not  laid  before  the  House.    Does  he  mean  to  say 
that  he  has  advised  His  Excellency  to  be  so  dis- 
courteous to  t}ie  Superintendent  as  to  give  him 
no  reply?    The  excuse  he  gave  why  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  Superintendent  of  Otago 
and  His  Excellency  the  Gh>vernor  was  not  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  was,  that  the  oorre- 
spondenoe  was  incomplete  j  it  was  still  going  on. 
Does  he  mean  to  say  that  this  correspondence  is 
not  finished  P     I  am  surprised  that  the  honorable 
member  should  fall  back  on  that  explanation  of 
his  conduct.     I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words  in 
reference  to  what  has  been  done  about  introduQ- 
ing  His  Excellency's  name  into  this  debate.   It 
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is  not  usaal  in  the  Home  Farliameut  to  intro- 
duce Her  Majesty's  name  in  debates  in  such  a 
wajr  as  to  influence  the  decision  of  the  House. 
But  I  think.  Sir,  you  will  find  it  laid  down  in 
'*  May/'  page  331,  that  Her  Majesty's  name  ma^ 
be  used  in  the  House  of  Commons  so  long  as  it  is 
not  used  irreyerently,  so  long  as  no  insidt  is  in- 
tended to  Her  Majesty,  and  so  long  as  the  use  of 
that  name  is  not  to  influence  debates.    I  presume 
that  His   Excellency  the  Gloyernor    cannot  be 
placed  in  a  higher  position  than  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen.     I  can  conceive  circumstances  aris- 
ing   where    it    would   be    absolutely  liecessary 
for  this  Parliament  to  take  some  steps  in  rela- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  the  G-oTemor ;  and  should 
it  be  precluded   from   discussing   that  action? 
What  does  it  amoimt  to?    It  amounts  to  this, 
that  a  servant  of  the  Crown  is  not  to  have  his 
action  criticised  in  the  Parliament  of  the  colony. 
That  is  certainly  not  constitutional  government. 
I  admit  that  the  Governor  can  have  no  knowledge 
of  what  takes  place  in  this  House  excepting  by 
an  address ;    but  it  would  be  the  duty  of  any 
honorable  member,  if  he  stood  alone,  to  bring  be- 
fore this  Parliament,  even  upon  a  motion  for  an 
address  to  the  Crown,  any  charge  he  believed 
against  any  servant  of  the  Crown  in  the  colony. 
In  reference  to  that,  I  can  only  say  that  the  Go- 
vernor stands  in  two  positions — one  as  an  inde- 
pendent branch  of  the  Legislature,  because  he  is 
a  part  of  the  General  Assemblv,  and  no  doubt  it 
is  not  wise  in  the  House  to  discuss  his  action  as 
a  part  of  the  Legislature;  but  as  Governor  he  has 
certain  duties  to  the  people  of  the  colony,  and  in 
that  relation  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  discuss  his 
conduct.    Posssibly  he  might  not  act  on  the  ad- 
vice of  hia   Ministers,  and  therefore  we  should 
have  a  rigHt  to  discuss  his  conduct.    But  coming 
back,  I  can  only  say  that  I  veiy  much  regret  that 
the  Premier  should  have  laid  incomplete  corre- 
spondence on  the  table,  and  at  the  same  time  kept 
back  what  he  called  incomplete  correspondence 
between  the  Superintendent  of   Otago  and  the 
Governor.       I   was   not   aware    that  the  latter 
correspondence    was    being    continued,    and    I 
would  liko   to  know  from  the  Premier  whether 
it  is  to  be  continued.     Does  ho  know  it  is  to 
be  conttnued  ?      If   he  is  going    to   say  that, 
because  there    is    some   chance   the   correspon- 
dence may   be   continued,  he   would  not  lay  it 
on  the  table,  it  would  never  get  on  the  table  of 
the  House  at  all;   it  might  extend  for  twenty 
years.    I  do  not  intend  to  reply  to  all  the  criti- 
cisms, but  I  would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  his  duty  as  Premier  to 
consult  the  feelings  of  the  colonists  as  a  whole  ; 
that  as  Adviser  of  His  Excellency  it  is  his  boun- 
den duty  to  BO  frame  measures  that  they  shall 
not  be  mere  measures  for  a  roigority,  but  for  the 
colony.     And  I  go  further  and  tell  him  this : 
that  if  the  Ministry  had  banded  themselves  to- 
gether to  destroy  the  colony's  credit,  they  could 
not  have  acted  differently  from  what  they  are 
doine  now.    Are  they  not  aware  that  everything 
which  transpires  in  this  colony  is  known  to  the 
money-lenders  in  London?     I  do  not  say  our 
credit  is  bad ;  but  I  know  this  fact,  that  if  the 
liinistiy    are   going   t6  raise   large    iulditionAl 


loans  upon  the  London  market,  they  will  have 
to  pay  considerably  higher  interest  than  they 
have  paid  hitherto,  or.  else  the  loans  will  not 
float  at  a  premium,  but  be  at  a  very  large 
discount.  At  the  very  time  you  are  going 
to  raise  the  loans,  you  are  having  raised  up 
in  the  colony  a  feeling  of  hatred  to  the  Cen- 
tral Government,  and  thus  encouraging  a  feel- 
ing of  insecurity  among  the  money-lenders. 
Instead  of  attempting  to  smooth  over  any  harsh- 
ness of  feeling  that  may  exist  in  the  two  outlying 
districts  of  the  colony,  Auckland  and  Otago,  what 
does  the  Premier  do  but  spread  dissension 
throughout  the  colony  ?  That  has  been  his  sole 
object.  Why  was  this  telegram  laid  upon  the 
table  if  not  to  cause  dissension  in  the  colony 
and  create  a  harshness  of  feeling?  We  came 
to  the  House  this  afternoon  to  listen  to  the 
Financial  Statement  with  no  idea  of  criticising 
the  Government  or  its  action;  but  they  bring 
this  matter  down  for  the  sole  purpose  of  having  a 
fling  at  the  Opposition,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 
Look  at  what  they  did  in  reference  to  the  memo- 
randum which  has  been  published  in  the  Press  of 
tlie  colony.  They  stated  facts  in  the  memo- 
randum which  —  I  will  put  it  in  this  form  — 
they  could  not  verify  in  a  Court  of  justice ;  and 
if  they  attempted  to  verify  them  they  would 
find  they  had  made  a  very  serious  mistake.  What 
do  they  say?  They  actually  put  this  in  the 
memorandum  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor : 
"  Ministers  are  fully  aware  of,  and  deeply  regret, 
the  strong  feeling  against  abolition  apparently 
held  by  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  ot  Otago. 
They  might  have  said,  "  We  regret  it,  but  the  Act 
has  been  passed.  We  cannot  alter  it.  We  can- 
not pass  a  measure  to  change  it.  There  will 
always  be  some  disagreement  about  a  new 
law."  But  what  do  they  say?  '* Fermented" 
— they  say  *'  fermented,"  I  suppose  they  meant 
fomented — "  as  it  has  been  by  misrepresentations 
and  agitation,  for  which  the  Superintendent 
himself  is  in  a  great  measure  resoonsible." 
Well,  Sir,  I  can  only  say  this  :  that  if  tney  mean 
to  say  that  tho  Superintendent  of  Otago  has 
stirred  up  ill-feeling  against  the  General  Govern- 
ment at  the  present  crisis,  they  are  making  a 
charge  which  is  utterly  without  foundation.  I 
pan  speak  from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  and 
I  say  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Otago  since  he  left  this  House,  and  when  he 
met  the  people  of  Otago — not  merely  tho  people 
of  Dunedin,  but  representatives  came  in  from  all 
the  country  districts  to  bo  present  at  this  meet- 
ing— I  say  his  aim  and  object  were  to  try  and 
smooth  over  asperities  and  to  get  the  people  to 
seek  redress  in  a  constitutional  manner.  He 
told  them  that  they  should  exhaust  all  constitu- 
tional means — every  constitutional  method — be- 
fore anything  else  was  tried.  I  believe  you  will, 
by  next  mau,  hear  of  another  telegram  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  asking,  in  a  constitutional 
manner,  for  redress,  before  resort  is  had  to  any- 
thing else.  And  yet,  knowing  this,  what  have 
the  Ministry  done?  They  have  thrown  down 
a  challenge  to  the  people  of  Otago  ;  they  have 
insulted  them  in  their  memorandum  in  a  way 
no  Ministry  ought  to  have  insulted  the  people. 
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They  b*Te  not  only  intuited  them,  but  the^  haye 
BocuBed  the  people  of  a  want  of  common  intelli- 
gence. Do  yoa  mean  to  say  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  one  man — of  onb  man  who  has  only  ad- 
dressed two  public  meetings  during  the  recess  and 
one  during  this  session — to  produce  such  a  feeling 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  m  reference  to  the  at- 
titude of  the  GbTcmment  towards  them  ?  Haye 
the  G-oyernment  no  political  organs  in  the  Press  P 
Can  the  Gbyemment  make  no  speeches  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter?  Sir,  I  cannot  understand 
such  an  accusation  being  made  against  the  Super- 
intendent of  Otago  by  the  Promier.  Leayiug 
this  memorandum,  wmch  I  hope  on  a  future 
occasion  I  shall  be  able  to  discuss  in  the  House, 
I  wish  to  make  one  or  two  remarks  upon  what 
fell  from  the  Minister  of  Justice.  He  started 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  this  is  not  the  first 
time  he  has  brought  this  subject  up.  He  asks, 
Haye  we  not  got  responsible  ffoTerumentP  He 
says  I  haye  said  "No,  no!"  I  repeat  it  again. 
I  say  that,  since  the  inauguration  of  the  Public 
Works  policy  in  1870,  there  has  been  no  such 
thing  as  responsible  goyemment.  Look  how 
Ministries  haye  been  formed.  Did  any  one  hear 
in  any  colony  or  in  the  British  Parliament  of  any 
person  being  taken  from  the  Magistrate's  Bench 
and  made  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  in  a  re- 
sponsible Gbyemment  P  The  honorable  member 
speaks  plainly,  and  I  shall  speak  plainly  upon 
tnis  occasion.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  per- 
sonal attack.  Did  any  one  eyer  see  in  any  Par- 
liament members  taken  from  the  Opposition  to 
join  the  Ministry  ?  Was  not  the  present  Premier 
elected  in  opposition  to  the  Pox-Yogel  Qoyern- 
ment  P  He  was  elected  on  that  eround ;  he  came 
into  this  House,  and  the  Vo^ el  Ministry  after- 
wards took  him  in  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
with  the  Minister  for  Justice.  Is  that  respon- 
sible government  P  Look  at  the  way  in  which 
my  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Waikato 
was  taken  into  the  Ministry.  I  ask,  is  that 
responsible  goyemment  P.  He  opposed  the 
Qoyernment  on  what  may  be  termed  the  two 
Gk>yemment  questions,  the  most  yital  consti- 
tutional questions  —  and  yet.  Sir,  he  becomes  a 
member  of  their  GK>yemment !  Is  that  consii- 
tutional  gOTcrument  P  They  talk  about  respon- 
sible gOTcmment.  I  say  that  there  has  been 
no  responsible  Ooyemment  whateyer  since  1870. 
The  whole  aim  of  the  Parliament  seems  to  be  to 
get  as  much  for  your  district  as  you  can.  And 
what  haye  we  had  now  P  I  say  that  Parliament, 
instead  of  being  goyemed  by  party,  is  being 
demoralised  by  the  Public  Works  scheme,  and 
there  has  been  no  such  thing  as  party  goyemment 
in  this  House.  And  then,  because  Uie  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  protests  against  the 
course  the  Qt>yernment  haye  taksn,  ne  is  met 
with  the  statement,  *'0b,  we  are  Responsible 
Advisers ;  you  cannot  say  anything  against  us." 
One  has  only  to  look  at  the  method  of  inaugu- 
rating the  Public  Works  scheme  to  see  whether  or 
not  there  has  been  responsible  goyemment;  but  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  into  that  now,  as  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  House  beyond  the  half-hour,  the 
usual  time  of  adioumment.  I  then  come  to  the 
remarks  of  the  nonoraUe  member  for  Cliye.    I 


am  sure  the  Opposition  must  be  yery  ^ratefiil  tc 
him  for  the  care  he  has  been  taking  of  ^em.      It 
is  yery  kind  of  him  to  tell  us  what  to  do  and  How- 
to  act.    He  desires,  no  doubt,  to  sea   a   strong 
Opposition,  and  that  is  the  reason  he    Cstkes   so 
much  interest  in  us.    I  can  understand    that   he 
spoke  with  a  little  feeling.    He  is  one  of  those 
who  had  to  leave  those  benches  because  of  the 
action  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 
It  is  not  a  Tery  pleasant  thing  to  admit  haTifij^ 
done  a  wrong,  to  resign  his  position,  and  become 
a  private  member.     All  these  things   sure  Tery 
discouraging  even  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Olive,    f  can  only  add,  in  reference  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Olive,  that  when  the  Opposition 
require  his  services  we  shall  have  no  hesitation  in 
waiting  as  a  deputation  on  lum  in  his  office,  and 
inviting  him  to  come  among  us  and  see  if  he  can- 
not guide  us  in  the  right  path.     As  he  is  so  fond 
of  speaking  to  the  Opposition,  perhaps  he  will  be 
kind  enough  to  give  a  little  advice  to  the  Minis- 
try, and  tell  them  there  is  such  a  thing  in  manag- 
ing the  business  of  this  House  as  consulting  eren 
the  prejudices—to  use  no  better  word — as  con- 
sulting even  the  prejudices  of  Tour  opponents, 
and  that,  in  attempting  to  treat  the  Opposition  as 
non-existent,  they  will  find  that  they  have  made  a 
mistake,  and  that  they  cannot  go  on  very  well  as 
they  please.    If  the  honorable  gentleman  would 

g've  them  that  advice,  and  if  they  acted  upon  it 
r  a  week,  they  would  find  that  things  woold  go 
on  more  smoothly.  No  doubt  the  Opposition 
will  take  eyen  his  counsel  as  to  how  they  should 
best  act,  but  until  we  ask  his  advice  he  need  not 

f'ye  it :  we  do  not  require  his  advice  at  present, 
do  not  wish  to  boast  of  the  members  of  the  Op- 
position, but  I  think  we  have  got  as  able  adyisers 
among  ourselves  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Olive.    When  we  find  that  we  have  not,  then  we 
shall  send  for  him,  not  till  then.    Perhaps,  until 
that  time  occurs,  there  is  no  use  in  his  Doing  so 
much  interested  in  what  the  Opposition  do.    The 
honorable  member  was  silly  enough  to  dare  me 
to  do  anything :  he  hinted  Uiat  his  word  was  law, 
and  that  anybody  who  said  anything  aeainst 
him  would  be  nowhere  in  Hawke's  Bay.    I  can 
only  tell  him  that,  so   far  as  I  know  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Oppositicm,  if  we  desired  to  change 
our  leader  we  would  not  select  one  from  the 
Ministerial  party;   we  can  get  a  leader  from 
amongst   ourselves.     I   believe   the  Opposition 
are  prepared  to  follow  their  present  leader,  be- 
lieving that  he  is  one  who  is  nghting  for  what  is 
right,  and  also  feeling  this,  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Olive  forgets,  that  if  the  Opposition 
were  fighting  for  office  tJiey  could  have  been  in 
office.    We  have  been  fighting  for  something  else. 
Is  it  not  well  known  that,  if  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session  the  Opposition  had  said  to  members 
opposing  the  Ministr^T)  "  Abolition  is  at  an  end^ 
we  shall  join  in  turning  out  the  Ministry,"  the 
Ministry  would  haye  been  out  in  a  week  ?    There 
was  no  reason  why  the  Opposition  should  have  re- 
main in  a  minority  except  that  they  fought  for  a 
principle,  and  for  what  they  belieyed  to  be  right, 
and  not  for  office.    It  is  better  that  the  Oppoii- 
tion,  if  dwindling  in  numbers,  should  fight  for  a 
principle,  than  ttiat  they  diould  hays  daily  an 
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Mcretion  for  the  lower  object  of  obtaining  oiBoe. 
I  ihink  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  reference  to  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  were  rather  out  of  taste.  As  to  a  matter 
of  taste,  each  person  must  of  course  be  his  own 
judge.  I  thiuK  it  would  hare  been  better  for  the 
honorable  gentleman  not  to  hare  dragged  in  that 
the  ex-GoTcmor  So-and-so  did  so  and  so  in  the 
past.  If  he  had  just  addressed  himself  really  to 
the  matter  which  came  before  the  House,  it  would 
hare  been  more  instructiTe  and  interesting.  But, 
fiir,  I  wiU  not  aUade  further  to  the  honorable 
gentleman.  If  I  chose  to  refer  further  to  the 
honorable  gentleman,  I  could  saj  as  much  about 
him,  or  perhaps  mors,  than  he  said  about  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames ;  but  I  do  not 
deaira  to  do  so.  The  question  before  the  House 
is  that  the  papen  be  printed.  I  think  the  Oppo- 
sition has  taught  the  Gknremment  a  useful  lesson, 
that  when  introducinff  debatable  matter  they 
cannot  expect  but  to  hare  what  they  haTc  had 
this  afternoon — two  or  three  hours  taken  up  with 
the  discussion. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

TAUPim  BURIAL-GEOUND. 

Kr.  KAHE  asked  the  Gk>Temment,  If  the 
€k>Temment  will  giro  effect  to  the  report  of  the 
KatiTe  Aifain  Ck>mmittee  on  the  petition  of 
Miyor  Te  Wheoro?  He  understood  from  the 
VatiTe  Minister  that  the  GoTemment  intended 
to  consider  this  question.  He  had  heard  by 
telegram  from  Major  Te  Wheoro  that  two  new 
housca  had  been  erected  on  that  sacred  place. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  replied  that  the  Gornn- 
ment  wished  in  eTerr  way  to  consult  the  Tiews 
of  the  Katives  in  this  matter,  and,  as  far  as  it 
was  practical  to  comply  With  the  recommendation 
contained  in  the  raport  of  the  Katire  Affairs 
Committee,  they  would  do  so. 

TELEGRAPH  STATION  AT  TJPPEE 
MOUTEBB. 

Mr.  HT7BSTH0USE  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  Whether  the  GoTemmert  will  give 
effect  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  the  settien 
of  Uie  Upper  Moutere,  in  reference  to  opening  a 
telegraph  station  in  that  settlement  P 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  he  had  made  inquiry 
as  to  the  probable  cost  of  erecting  a  station  at 
this  place.  He  found  that  the  erection  of  the 
telegraph  station  would  cost  £360,  and  £150 
more  would  be  required  to  keep  it  up.  He 
thought  that  under  the  circumstances  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  agree  with  him  that  the 
GoTcnmient  would  hard^  be  justified  in  erecting 


C.  PHILLIPS. 
On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
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r.  HAMLIN  moTed,  That  this  House  will, 
on  Thursday  next,  resoWe  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  to  consider  of  a  respectful  address  to 
His  Excellency  the  GoYemor,  praying  him  to 
place  on  the  supplementary  estimates  a  sum  of 
£800,  in  accordance  with  the  raport  of  the  Public 
PeftitioDt  Committee  in  the  case  of  lir.  Coleman 


Phillips.  He  would  not  detain  the  House  with 
lengthened  remarks,  as  he  knew  honorable  mem- 
ben  were  anxious  to  hear  the  Financial  State- 
ment. This  was  the  only  occasion  on  which  he 
could  hope  to  bring  the  motion  forward  with  any 
chance  of  success,  and  he  had  therefore  tabled  it. 
The  matter  had  been  before  the  Petitions  Com- 
mittee for  some  days,  was  thoroughly  gone  into, 
and  at  length  the  Committee  came  to  the  decision 
that  Mr.  f  hilUps  should  be  allowed  £800  in  place 
of  the  compensation  of  £2,000,  which  had  been 
promised  to  him  by  the  late  Premier.  There  was 
little  doubt  that  Mr.  Phillips  was  the  originator 
of  the  Polynesian  scheme ;  and  haying  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  late  Premier  to  it,  he  was  re- 
quested by  the  then  GoTemor,  Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson,  and  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  to  Tisit  Wel- 
ungton  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Gk>Temment. 
He  would  read  a  few  extracts  from  the  papers 
laid  before  the  Assembly  in  1874,  which  would 
show  the  House  that  the  promise  was  made  by 
the  late  Prime  Minister  to  Mr.  Phillips.  In  his 
letters  on  the  South  Sea  Islands  scheme.  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  said, — 

"  The  plan  which  I  am  about  to  derelop  arose 
in  my  mmd  in  this  way : — 

"Mr.  Coleman  Phulips,  who  had  aided  in 
arranging  for  the  establishment  of  a  bank  in  Fiji, 
addressed  to  me  a  communication,  in  which  he 
suggested  the  establishment  of  a  company,  which, 
like  the  East  India  Company,  should  endeaTour, 
politically  and  commercially,  to  gain  ascendanor 
m  the  Pacific  Islands.  I  was  much  struck  with 
the  idea ;  but  when  Mr.  Phillips  asked  me  if  I 
would  adrise  him  to  go  Home  to  endeayour  to 
float  the  company,  I  felt  that  he  would  hate 
great  difficulty  in  raising  the  capital.  It  then 
occurred  to  me,  from  the  New  Zealand  point  6f 
yiew,  from  which  I  felt  bound  to  look  at  it,  that 
Mr.  PhilUps's  project,  supposing  it  matured, 
might  or  might  not  be  wonced  in  a  manner  cal- 
cuUtted  to  be  of  much  benefit  to  Hew  Zealand." 

He  then  goes  on  to  say, — 

*'  I  may  add,  I  connder  that  Mr.  Philltps's 
share  in  the  project  entitles  him  to  substantial 
compensation. 

Farther  on,  in  a  memorandum  addressed  to 
His  Excellency  the  Goyemor,  he  says, — 

"  Tour  Excellency  is  aware  that  I  haye  felt 
much  interest  in  a  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Phillips, 
that  a  trading  company  should  be  formed  in 
England  with  the  yiew  of  absorbing  by  its  com- 
meroial  power  a  large  share  of  political  control  in 
the  islands.  The  object  proposed  by  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, excepting  that  of  a  chaitered  labour  traffic, 
I  approyed ;  and  TOur  Excellency,  I  belieye,  com- 
municated the  substance  of  Mr.  Phillips's  ideas 
to  the  Secretary  of  State." 

After  that.  His  Excellency  the  Goyemor, 
writing  from  Gk>yemment  House,  Wellington, 
11th  Mareh,  1874,  addressed  Lord  Kimberley 
upon  the  subject  in  these  terms : — 

"This  fcheme  was  at  fint  deyised  by  a  prirate 
indiyidual,  who  contemplated  an  attempt  to  form 
a  company  in  England  and  Germany.  He  com- 
municated it  to  the  Premier,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Yogel, 
C.M.G.,  who  deemed  it  to  be  one  which  New 
Zealand  should  not  only  encourage,  but  adopt 
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and  control,  in  consideration  of  the  advantages 
vbioh  would  accrue  to  her  through  a  reciprocal 
trade  with  the  islands,  and  possiblj  by  becoming, 
at  a  fature  time,  the  centre  of  their  government." 

It  would  appear  from  these  extracts  that  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  always  recognized  Mr.  Phillips's 
claim,  and  it  would  be  seen  from  the  following 
letters  what  Ids  private  opinions  of  the  matter 
were.  On  the  3rd  November,  1873,  Mr.  Phillips 
wrote  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  as  follows  : — 

"  Desirous  of  obtaining  the  influence  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  in  London,  I  submitted 
the  plan  to  Mr.  Murdoch.  He  has  favourably 
considered  it,  and  will  give  me  letters  of  intro- 
duction. He  strongly  advised  me  to  print  off  a 
prospectus  for  distribution  amongst  a  certain  few 
in  New  Zealand,  and  to  allow  them  to  recommend 
it  to  their  friends  in  England.  He  would  prefer 
to  indoree  a  stated  plan  than  to  give  an  open 
letter  of  introduction.  Would  you  kindly  give 
me  your  opinion  ?  " 

Then  came  the  following  answer,  to  which  he 
wished  particularly  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
House : — 

"  Wellington,  6th  November,  1873. 

'^Dbab  Sib, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note, 
and  think  you  had  better  delay  doing  anything 
till  you  see  me. 

"I  have  thought  much  over  your  project,  and 
have  a  suggestion  to  make  which  I  think  you  will 
like.  In  meanwhile  I  would  wait  and  not  tell 
your  plans  to  others  ;  the  quieter  you  are  about 
them  the  better. — I  have,  &c., 

"Julius  Vogkl. 

"  I  am  sure  to  be  in  Auckland  in  the  course  ot  a 
couple  of  months,  probably  sooner,  and  the  delay 
will  do  no  harm.  Let  me  know  what  you  decide 
on.  "J.V." 

These  were  a  few  of  the  facts  which  were 
brought  out  before  the  Public  Petitions  Commit- 
tee. It  was  admitted  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  in  the 
evidence  he  gave  before  the  Committee,  that  Mr. 
Phillips  was  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  ex- 
pense he  had  been  put  to,  and  the  Committee 
recommended  that  he  should  receive  £300.  The 
case  was  such  a  strong  one  that  it  needed  little 
recommendation,  and  he  would  therefore  not  de- 
tain the  House  with  any  further  remarks. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  Ghovemment 
would  not  oppose  the  motion  for  going  into 
Committee  on  Thursday,  but  they  would  reserve 
to  themselves  the  right  to  consider  the  question 
on  its  merits. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


Suj 


SIR  J.  YOGEL'S  MISSIONS  TO  ENG- 
LAND. 
On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 


Sir  G.  GBEY  moved.  For  the  appointment 
of  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  cost  to 
the  colony  of  the  two  missions  of  Sir  J.  Yogel  to 
England.  Such  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr. 
Andrew,  Hon.  Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Lusk,  Mr. 
Stevens,  Mr.  Kolleston,  Mr.  Kees,  and  the  mover ; 
with  power  to  call  for  persons,  papers,  and  ac- 
counts, and  to  report  thereon  within  four  weeks  ; 
five  to  be  a  quorum. 


Major  ATKINSON  said  he  was  loth  to  tak< 
up  the  time  of  the  House  when  honorable  mem- 
bers were  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  tlie  state- 
ment of  the  Government  with  regard  to  the 
finances ;  but  to  force  forwai*d  the  proposal  oi 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  mean  either  that 
they  should  waste  a  considerable  amount  of  time, 
or  agree  to  a  motion  which  would  result  in  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  for  a  uaeless  pur- 
pose. If  the  honorable  gentleman  would  znoye 
for  a  return,  he  would  obtain  the  whole  of  the 
information  asked  for ;  and  he  would  undertake 
that  it  should  be  supplied  as  speedily  as  possible. 
He  was  not  prepared  for  the  motion,  and  cer- 
tainly he  was  not  prepared  to  assent  to  it.  It 
would,  he  thought,  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
House,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would,  at  an^ 
rate,  postpone  his  motion  till  next  day. 

Mr.  SIIEEHAN  hoped  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  would  accept  the  suggestion  of 
the  Premier.  There  was  no  desire  to  delay  the 
delivery  of  the  Financial  Statement,  and  it  would 
perhaps  be  better  that  the  motion  should  be  post- 
poned, on  condition  that  an  opportunity  should 
be  given  to  discuss  it  next  day. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  did  not  expect  any  opposition, 
or  he  would  not  have  proceeded  with  the  motion. 
His  impression  was  that  the  Ministry  would  have 
been  delighted  to  sup|fort  such  a  proposal.  He 
felt  sure  that  the  honorable  memtA^r  for  Timaru 
or  the  honorable  member  for  Parnell  would  liave 
thanked  him  for  bringing  forward  a  motion  of  the 
kind  had  they  been  in  office.  He  would,  however, 
agree  to  postpone  it,  on  condition  that  he  should 
be  at  full  liberty  to  bring  it  forward  next  day. 

Motion,  by  leave;  made  an  Order  of  the  day 
for  next  day. 

ABOLITION. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  BEES  moved.  That  copies  of  all  telegrams, 
correspondence,  and  despatches  between  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  and  the  Superintendents 
of  Auckland  and  Otago,  during  the  last  four 
weeks,  i-elating  to  the  abolition  of  the  provinces, 
and  between  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  refer- 
ence thereto,  be  laid  on  the  table  of  this  House. 
They  had  had  some  of  these  documents  placed 
before  the  House,  but  there  were  others  wh/ch 
had.  not  been  produced,  and  he  now  asked  that 
they  should  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  informa- 
tion of  honorable  members. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  would  like  to  ask  Mr. 
Speaker's  ruling  as  to  whether  it  was  not  usual 
to  address  His  Excellency,  in  order  to  obtain 
documents  of  that  kind  from  him. 

Mr.  SFEAZEB  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  quite  right. 

Mr.  BEES  understood  that  they  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  correspondence- 
Major  ATKINSON,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, would  undertake  to  lay  the  documents  re- 
ferred to  on  the  table ;  that  was  to  say,  he  would 
ask  His  Excellency's  permission  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BEES  osked  leave  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 
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FnrANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
The  HouM  went  into  Comniittoe  of  Supplj. 
CUoae  IT. — Coatoms. 
Cuftoms,  £11,595  Ss.  6d. 

K^n- ATKINSON.— Mr.  O'Borke:  I  desire, 
viUk  ilie  permiasion  of  the  Committee,  to  take 
thi*  opportunity  of  stating  briefly  the  financial 
pontion  of  the  colony,  and  of  submitting  for  the 
conaideraUon  of  the  Committee  the  proposals  of 
the  Ooremroent  for  the  current  financial  year. 

The  Financial  Statement  of  my  honorable 
fnend  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  the  tables 
aeoompanying  that  statement,  giye  such  full  in- 
formation  as  to  the  position  of  the  Public  Ac- 
eouata,  that  I  shall  not  hare  to  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  much  detail  upon  the  present  occa- 
noo ;  my  object  being  to  giye  a  short  and 
dye  statement  of  our   financial    pro- 


I  will  first  consider  the  position  of  our  Loans 
and  Pablie  Works  Account,  and  then  of  our 
rerenae  and  expenditure. 

SiLBS  ow  BmnmntEs — 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Loan  of  1873 

Oeoeral  Pnrpoees  Loan,  1873       

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Loan,  1870 — 

Imperial  Guaranteed  Debentures     ... 

Colonial  Issues  


Loans, 
public  woh£d  aocottnt. 

Honorable  members  are  aware  that  by  last 
year's  legislation  the  unexpended  balances  of  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Loan  and  the 
General  Purposes  Loan  were  combined  in  one 
account,  called  the  Pu^>lic  Works  Account. 

In  Table  G,  to  the  Financial  Statement  of  last 
Tear,  honorable  members  will  find  that  the 
balance  to  credit  of  the  Immigration  and  Public 
Works  Loan  was  £2,187,088  Us.  8d.,  and  to  the 
General  Purposes  Loan  £67,062  8s.  4d.,  which 
together  make  an  available  total  of  £2,254,151 
with  which  we  began  the  year  1875-76.  The 
transactions  for  the  year  are  set  forth  in  the 
Table  B  (1),  attached  to  thQ  Financial  Statement 
of  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  which  shows  as  the  result 
a  balance  of  £136,605  5s.  9d.  at  credit  of  the 
account.  I  accordingly  begin  my  statement  of 
Ways  and  Means  for  PubUc  Works  with  that 
amount £136,605  5s.  9d. 

I  add  to  this  sum  the  Wajs  and  Means  partly 
or  entirely  realized,  but  not  yet  brought  to  ac- 
count.    They  are  as  follow  : — 

£         8.    d.  £        8.    d. 

500,000    0    0 
600,000    0    0 

800,000    0    0 
4,600    0    0 


Deduct  amounts  chargeable  thereon — 

Advances,  Bank  of  New  Zealand    £200,000    0    0 
Advances,  Guaranteed  Debentures    140,000    0    0 


1,804,600    0    0 


340,000    0    0 


Moiety  of  Stamp  Duties  (six  months) 

GanterbuiT  Branch  Railways 

Qreymootii  Corporation  

Beeoverable  from  Confiscated  Lands  Account 

Total  Ways  and  Means 

Honorable  members  will  observe  that  in  this 
I  have  not  included  certain  advances, 
amounting  to  £256,8*15  3s.  4d.,  repayable  by  the 
provinoes.  These  advances  are  not  an  available 
•Met,  nor  can  any  large  part  of  them  be  recovered 
without  taking  revenue  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  devot«  to  local  uses.  1  do  not,  however,  propose 
to  abandon  theee  claims  :  they  wUl  be  charged  as 
a  liability  against  each  province  ;  but  honorable 
members  will,  I  think,  agree  that  they  should  be 
omitted  as  an  asset  from  this  account.* 

It  will  be  seen  that  I  have  included  in  my 
available  balance  the  proceed;)  of  the  £1,000,000 
debentures  recently  disposed  of  in  London.  These 
debentaret,  as  is  snown  by  papers  already  in  the 
poaseseion  of  the  House,  bear  interest  at  5  per 
eent ,  and  have  been  sold  at,  and  a  little  above, 
par.  I  have  also  included  the  £800,000  of  Im- 
perial Guaranteed  Debentures  at  their  nominal 
valae.  I  do  not  intend,  at  present,  to  sell  these 
aecarities,  but  shall  obtain  advances  upon  them  as 
beretofore,  as  occasion  may  require. 

Of  the  avaUable  balance  of  £1,658,146  17s.  3d., 

VOL.  xxin.-ie. 


1,464,600  0 

28,750  0 

6,477  18 

1,750  11 

19,968  1 


£1,658,146  17    8 


a  large  amount  is  required  for  works  already 
under  contract ;  and  wo  propose  to  ask  for  ap- 
propriations to  the  extent  of  about  £2,000,000, 
most  of  which  will  bo  required  within  the  year. 
We  would  gladly  ask  for  a  less  amount,  and  my 
honorable  colleague  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
will  endeavour  to  restrain  expenditure  as  far  as  is 
compatible  with  prudence ;  but  considering  the 
urgency  aud  importance  of  the  works  proposed  to 
be  executed,  we  do  not  think  it  wise  to  ask  for 
less  than  the  sum  I  have  mentioned.  Hence,  it 
will  be  seen  that  additional  Ways  and  Means,  to 
the  amount,  in  ronnd  numbers,  of  £350,000,  will 
be  required  to  carrv  on  our  public  works  and  im- 
migration during  the  current  year. 

BBFEKCB  LOAir. 

A  reference  to  the  Table  G,  attached  to  the 
statement  of  my  predecessor,  will  show  that  the 
Defence  Loan  Account  was  in  debit  on  the  30th 
June  in  the  sum  of  £125,918  lOs.  2d.  The 
sale  of  the  £250,000  bonds  recently  disposed  of 
in  London  will  now  place  that  account  in  credit, 
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and,  after  repayment  of  the  Bum  of  £50,000  ad- 
Tanced  by  the  Bank  of  Now  Zealand,  will  leare 
a  balance  of  £74,081  Os.  lOd.  aTailablo  for  ex- 
penditure. It  IB  propoeed  to  apply  the  sum  of 
£30,000  out  of  tliis  balance  to  the  Defence 
•errices  of  the  year. 

OOKSOUDATED  FUVD. 
SXFJSNDITUBE. 

In  accordance  with  mj  promise,  the  Gbyem- 
ment  hare  carefully  rcTised  the  estimates,  with 
a  Tiew  to  retrenchment,  but  find  it  impossible 

BZPBXDITUBB,  1876-77» 

CfiTilList     ...  ...  

Permanent  Charges    ... 

Less  Interest  on  Profincial  Loans  for  twelre  months,  and  on 
Bail  ways  for  six  months    ... 

Glass  I. — Public  Departments  ...  ...  ...  .«. 

11. — Law  and  tl  nstice 
III.— Postal  and  Telegraph 
IV. — Customs 
T. — MisceUaneeus 
VL— Native 

yn. — Militia  and  Yolonteers,  Armed  Constabulary,  and 
Contingent  Defence  ...  ...  «.. 

yill. — ^Public  Domains  and  Buildings  ... 
IX.— Bailways 
X. — Munioipaliiiee»  Boad  Boards,  Ac 

Capitation  and  Special  Allowances  (six  months)    ... 
Moiety  of  Stamp  Duties  (rix  months) 

Totia 

ProTision  has  been  here  made  for  continuing 
such  of  the  provincial  services,  and  for  the  em- 
ployment of  such  of  the  officers  of  the  Provincial 
Governments,  as  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to 
retain  ;  but  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  embarrass- 
ment, power  has  been  taken  in  the  Financial  Ar- 
rangements Bill  to  continue  other  services  should 
it  be  found  desirable  to  do  so.  The  Q-ovemment 
beliere  tlint  a  very  largo  saving  will  bo  ultimately 
made  by  the  amalgamation  of  the  General  and 
Provincial  services. 

As  it  is  impossible  to  pass  a  complete  Educa- 
tion Bill  this  session,  and  as  it  is  now  only  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  the  six  months  ending  on  the 
SOth  Juno  next,  it  has  been  determined  to  leave 
the  charge  for  education  upon  the  Land  Fund, 
the  fees  where  now  payable  to  the  Provincial 
Governments  going  in  aid  of  that  fund.  I  hope 
honorable  members  will  approve  of  this  arrange- 
ment. The  GK>Temment  desire  to  see  education, 
BO  fiir  as  it  is  not  maintained  by  endowments, 
provided  for  from  the  Consolidated  Bevenue ; 
out,  looking  at  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony,  they  have  come,  with  regret,  to  the  con- 
clusion (hat  the  cost  of  education  for  the  present 
year  must  be  a  charge  u{>on  the  Land  Fund. 

I  may  here  state  that  it  is  intended  to  provide 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  the  whole  cost 
of  (he  administration  of  the  gold  fields,  and  the 
sum  has  accordingly  been  included  in  the  esti- 
mated expenditure  for  Law  and  Justice.  Tlie 
gold  fields  revenue  is  thus  released  irom  all  lia- 


suddenly  to  make  redaotions  to  any  gra*t  azaoant. 
We  have,  however,  reduced  the  proposed  ex- 
penditure for  the  Colonial  Departments  by  the 
sum  of  £34,870,  full  particulars  of  which  I  shall 
give  in  Committee.  The  Government  vrill,  dar- 
ing the  reoess,  carefully  consider  the  organiza- 
tion of  all  the  departments,  with  the  intentioii  of 

I  reducing  the  expsnditure  as  far  as  is  compatible 

'  with  an  efficient  service. 

I  The  proposed  expenditure  for  the  year  is  as 
folk)ws:— 


£       s.  d.       e      ». 

d. 

29.760     O 

O 

1,076,184    2    6 

291,765    6  11 

788,418  16 

6 

90,10i    4    6 

162,448  15    5 

227,424    0    0 

78,166    2    3 

62,821    0    0 

84^985  18    4 

78^10  10    0 

80.711    4    0 

260,758    6    8 

75,000    0    0 

1,096,080    1 

8 

150,000     0 

0 

28,760    0 

0 

£2,087,948  17 

8 

bility,  and  will  be  divided  amongst  the   sereral 
counties  in  which  it  is  collected. 

It  will  be  observed  that  only  six  instead  of  nine 
months'  subsidies  are  asked  for  Municipalities 
and  Boed  Boards.  But,  as  it  would  be  manifestly 
unfair  that  these  bodies  should  mSer  by  the 
alteration,  I  propose  to  ask  for  authority  to 
charge  the  other  three  months'  subsidies  against 
tlie  revenue  receivable  on  account  of  the  provinces 
to  the  31st  December  next. 

BETBKT7B. 

I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  Con- 
solidated Bevenue.  I  shall  take  as  my  starting 
point  the  bahinco  of  £121,234  13s.  2d.  with  which 
the  Treasury  closed  its  accounts  on  the  30th 
June  last.  I  add  to  this  sum  the  assets  of  the 
year  1875-76  unrealized  at  that  date,  amounting 
to  £19,228  15s.  2d.,  and  deduct  therefrom  liabili- 
ties to  the  amount  of  £90,410  12s.  2d.  then  out- 
standing, which  gives  us  a  surplus  of  £50,052  16s. 
2d.  with  which  to  besin  the  year. 

But  before  proceeding  further,  I  desire  to  say 
that  we  adhere  to  the  policy  of  our  predccetson 
with  regard  to  taking  over  the  railways,  general 
and  provincial,  and  charging  2  per  cent,  aoainst 
the  District  Land  Fund,  for  the  total  expenditure 
upon  the  lines  within  eaoh  district 

We  have,  then,  an  available  balance  of  £50,062 
16s.  2d.  with  which  to  commence  the  financial 
year  18/6-77,  and  I  estimate  the  revenue  of  the 
year  as  follows : — 
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CofltoBU  DotiM,  Bents,  Seixores,  Ao 

Bonded  StorM 

Feet,  lUrine  AejL  Light  Does,  Sui 

Pilotage  Uetes,  Harbour  Daee,  fto.  (6  months) 

Stamp  Datiee  

Postal 


Tdegranhio 

JodtSal 


Peee-Befietrationof  Land         

Befpetration  of  Deeds        

Beipstratioa  of  Births       

Crown  Grants  

Fees  and  Fines,  Sheep  Inspection  (9  months)... 

Feea— Mtsoellaneoos  

Bailvays— (Colonial,  IS  months;  Ptot.  9 months) 

Inoidental  Beoeipts  

ItiaoeUaneoos  BeTenue— ProTindal  (9  months) 


iH.:iia 


Transfer  from  state  Forest  Aoooont     1^"» 

Beooreriea  for  Literest  on  Bailways  (6  months)  5  r,  i  >•  i^) 


With  one  exception,  I  hare  accepted  the  mam 
■et  down  by  the  late  Treasurer  as  mj  eetimuti  >A 
the  roTenue  of  the  present  jear.  From  the  Cus- 
toms reyenue  I  have  thought  it  prudent  to  dmhitt 
£20,000,  owing  to  the  &11  in  the  price  of  w^jol . 
I  hope,  howerer,  considering  the  improTed  j^ro^- 
pects  of  the  gold  fields,  that  this  item  of  rovf^nuo 
will  yet  reach  the  original  estimate.  I  li^vvo 
added  to  the  receipts  a  sura  of  £10,000,  wbiL  li  I 
propose  to  restore  to  the  rerenue  out  of  tlii3 
£15,000  transferred  last  jear  to  the  "St cite) 
Forests  Account."  The  estimate  of  receipts  to? 
serrices  taken  oyer  from  the  provinces  are  foi-  ^U 
months  onlj,  as  those  receipts  will  remain  pvu- 
yincial  revenue  until  the  31st  December  next. 

As  I  have  said,  the  balance  with  which  wi'  big- 
gin the  year  is  £50,052  16s.  2d.  The  total  r^  vo- 
nue  of  the  jear  is  £2,036,850.  Tlie  transfer  of 
£10,000  from  the  State  Forests  Account,  and  the 
recoyeries  for  interest  at  2  per  cent,  on  the  mil- 
waj  expenditure,  £50,000,  will  bring  up  \\m 
receipts  of  the  jear  to  £2,006,850,  to  whicl^  I 
add  the  balance  of  £50,052  16s.  2d.,  and  umk'i 
up  a  sum  of  £2,146,902  16s.  2d.  Dedurtit*^' 
therefrom  the  estimated  expenditure,  amounting 
to  £2,087,948  17s.  8d.,  we  obtain  £58,953  18»,  'J  L 
as  estimated  surplus,  from  which,  howeyer,  ^ii 
shall  have  to  provide  for  additional  expeodLtLin', 
to  be  submitted  in  the  supplementarj  estimaro^. 

The  smallness  of  this  surplus  will  ocoasiou  no 
•nrprise,  when  it  is  remembered  that  for  a  long 
Ume  past  the  colon j  has  been  pajing,  out  of 
reyenue,  interest  on  railway  works  in  course  of 
eonstruotion ;  and,  at  the  present  time,  although 
we  have  raised  and  have  in  course  of  expeodiiuro 
upon  railwajs  about  £7,000,000,  we  can  only  re- 
cover  interest  frt>m  the  Land  Fund  on  moricjri 
expended  on  completed  lines,  and  that  onlj  from 
the  1st  of  Jul  J  next  after  their  oompJetion. 
Under  the  existing  law,  interest  can  onlj  bo 
chai]ged  upon  £8,600,000  out  of  the  £7,000,(H}a  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  we  are  pajing  out  of  Oou^^oJi- 
dated  Beyenue  about  £180,000  a  jear  for  Inler* 
est,  which,  aooording  to  the  original  sohemo  of 
Public  Works,  should  be  a  charge  upon  the  Laiul 
Fund. 

The  time  is,  howeyer,  £Mt  approaching  when 
the  whole  of  our  railwaj  expenditure  will  beeoiiio 
reprodoctiye,  and  the  Uonsolidated  Beyenue  will 


thereupon  be  relieved  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  annual  burden  of  interest  now  oast  upon  it. 
So  soon  as  tiiis  result  shall  have  been  accom- 
plished, the  Consolidated  Revenue  will  be  in  a 
position  to  bear  those  charges  for  educational  and 
charitable  services  which  the  GK>vernment  reluc- 
tantly propose  to  place  for  the  present  on  the 
Land  Fund. 

LAKD  FUND. 

I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  Land 
Fund,  against  which  it  is  proposed  (o  charge  in- 
terest and  sinking  fund  on  provincial  loans  and 
liabilities,  surrejs,  and  waste  land^  administra- 
tion, half  subsidies  to  counties  and  Boad  Boards ; 
and,  for  the  six  months  ending  SOlh  June  next, 
education  and  museums,  and  one-half  the  main- 
tenance of  hospitals  and  charitable  institutions. 
I  append  tables  sliowing  the  estimated  receipts 
and  charges  in  each  province  for  six  montlis.  The 
result  is  not  verj  satisfactory,  showing  as  it  does 
deficiencies  in  most  of  the  provinces,  amounting 
altogether  to  about  £145,000,  which  will  have  to 
be  made  good  from  Consolidated  Bevenue.  It  is 
a  note  worth  J  fact  that  Canterburj,  which  has 
•alwajs  maiutained  a  uniform  and  high  price  for 
land,  will  now  have  a  surplus  of  about  £75,000 
for  the  six  months. 

To  make  good  the  deficiencies  to  which  I  have 
referred,  there  will  be  the  surplus  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Bevenue,  and  for  tlie  balance  it  will  be 
necessarj  to  issue  Treasurj  bills,  as  contemplated 
in  the  Abolition  Act  of  last  session.  This  is  not, 
to  mj  mind,  a  eatidfactorj  method  of  finance; 
but,  much  as  I  maj  dislike  the  mode  bj  which  I 
propose  that  the  exigency  shall  be  met,  I  am  en- 
couraged bj  the  conviction  that  the  necessitj  is 
but  temporarj,  and  that  the  expedient  adopted  is 
justified  bj  the  peculiar  oiroumstanoes  of  the 
case. 

It  is  but  ripht  that  the  Land  Fund,  where  able, 
should  bear  its  legitimate  burden  ;  and  ahhough 
in  manj  oases  it  is  at  present  unequal  to  the 
charge,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that,  under  an 
amended  land  law,  the  fund  will  materiallj  im- 
prove. I  hope,  also,  for  the  reasons  I  have  given, 
that  the  Consolidated  Bevenue  will  shortlj  be  in 
a  position  to  relievo  the  fund  of  the  temporaij 
charges  oast  upon  it 

In  providing  for  the  impending  changes,  the 
Government  luts  to  face  the  dilBcuItiei  arising 
from  the  fact  that  for  some  time  past  the  expen- 
diture of  manj  of  the  provinces  has  been  oon- 
siderablj  in  excess  of  their  ordinarj  income,  and 
that  the  colonial  expenditure  has  been  greatlj 
augmented  bj  the  demands  of  the  provinces. 

It  will  be  the  endeavour  of  tlie  G-ovemment  to 
remedj  those  errors  in  finance  which  have  l>een 
the  natural  outcome  of  our  partnership  with  the 
provinces.  The  remedj  must,  however,  be  ap- 
plied gnduallj,  and  the  cure  will  no  doubt  take 
time.  We  have  not  onlj  to  redeem  the  errors  of 
the  past,  but  to  mark  out  a  wiser  course  for  the 
future.  Our  unproductive  expenditure  must  be 
kept  strictlj  within  our  ordinarj  income,  and  the 
several  sources  of  our  revenue  must  each  be  made 
to  bear  its  own  legitimate  burden.  The  Consoli- 
dated Fund  should  be  liable  for  the  cost  of  those 
seryioes  whio^  miniiter  to  the  **  peace,  order,  and 
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goTernment "  of  the  oommunitj ;  and  the 
and  Fund  sliould  be  responsible  for  those 
charges  which  proTide  for  the  acquisition,  settle- 
ment, and  derelopment  of  our  real  estate. 

PB0F0BAI8. 

I  wish,  Mr.  O'Borke,  I  could  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  was  unnecessaiy  to  ask  for  further 
borrowing  power  this  year,  but  that,  I  regret  to 
say,  is  practically  impossible.  It  would  be  so 
manifestly  unwise  to  stop  at  this  juncture  the 
important  works  now  approaching  completion, 
that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  ask  for  further  funds' to 
continue  them. 

Our  proposals  are,   to  ask  authority  to  raise 
£1,000,000  for  the  following  purposes :— £350,000 
additional  Ways  and  Means  required  for  public 
works  to  July  next;    £250,000  to  provide  for 
probable  contract  and  other  liabilities  of  the  pro- 
yinces  requiring  to  be  met  between  December 
and  June  next,  the  actual  amount  of  which  I 
have  no  means  at  present  of  ascertaining,  and 
which  I  hope  I  may  haye  oyer* estimated  ;  and 
£400,000  for  such  expenditure  as  the  House  may 
direct  between  the  close  of  the  present  year  and 
the  date  at  whicli  funds  for  the  continuance  of 
our  public  works  can  be  proyided.    I  do  not  in- 
tend, as  was  proposed  by  the  late  Q-oyemment, 
to  borrow  moneys  to  make  good  the  large  sum, 
Hmounting  to  oyer  £500,000,  due  by  the  pro- 
vinces to  tlie  colonial  revenue  and  to  the  Public 
Works  Account,  but  shall  hold  that  indebtedness 
as  a  direct  liability  of  the  provinces  concerned  to 
the  colony.    We  have  reason  to  believe  that  all  | 
the  funds  we  shall  require  can  be  obtained  with-  i 
out  having  recourse  to  the  open  market.     If  our  j 
expectations  on  this  point  are  realized,  we  shall  I 
not  attemnt  to  place  tne  loan  before  next  session,  | 
unless  it  should  be  found  advisable,  for  other  rea-  | 
sons,  to  adopt  that  course.  ) 


I  shall  next  seetion  submit  to  the  coxiBideratioi 
of  the  House  a  scheme  based  upon  carefullj -pre 
pared  professional  estimates,  showings  definitelj 
and  in  detail  what  works  are  required  to  <M>Diplet4 
our  railway  system,  and  the  cost  of  such,  oomplo' 
tion  s  and  I  shall  then  ask  the  House  to  considei 
the  arrangements  necessary  for  completixi^  the 
scheme.  I  shall  propose  to  spread  o'ver  a  serie* 
of  years  the  raising  and  expenditure  of  the  moneys 
required,  and  thus  to  keep  the  annual  charge  for 
interest  on  the  debt  within  the  compass  of  our 
growing  income. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  O'Borke,  there  is   much  on 
which  I  congratulate  the  country.     In  the  social 
and  moral  condition  of  our  population  yre  bare 
reason  for  contentment.      ^Notwithstanding    the 
serious  faU  in  the  price  of  wool,  our    material 
prosperity  is  steadily  advancing,  and  1  am  con> 
vinoed  that  our  commercial  operations  yrere  never 
conducted  on  a  sounder  basis.     We  have  passed 
the  most  trying  period  of  the  year  without  diffi- 
culty, employment  being  plentitul  throughout  the 
winter,  and  at  good  wages.    The  gold  fields,  not 
only  on  the  West  Coast,  but  in  Otogo  and  Auck- 
land also,  show  the  most  satisfactory  signs  of  an 
increasing  productiveness.     No  one  can  now  rea- 
sonably doubt  the  success  of  the  Immigration  and 
Public  Works  scheme ;  but  in  order  to  reap  the 
full  benefit  of  that  scheme,  now  within  our  reacfa^ 
we  must  exercise  a  moderate  self-restraint  in  our 
future  operations. 

I  trust  the  Committee  will  approve  of  the  pro- 
posals which  I'  have  now  submitt-ed ;  for  while  the 
G-ovemnient  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity of  steadily  continuing  our  public  works  and 
immigration,  they  are  not  the  less  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  a  prudent  and  careful  finance  s 
and  I  hope  that  our  endeavours  to  reconcile  these 
objects  will  have  the  support  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country. 
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Item,  Customs,  £41,695  ds.  6d.,  agreed  to. 

Marine,  £31,570  ISs.  9d. 

Mr.  MONTaOMERY  said  there  were  some 
items  in  this  department  which  might  be  agreed 
to,  but  there  were  other  items  upon  which  dis- 
cussion might  take  place.  He  would  like  to  know 
when  they  could  go  into  the  general  question  of 
finance.  Of  course,  honorable  members  could 
not  discuss  finance  until  they  had  the  honorable 
gentleman's  figures  before  them. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  it  had  been  the  practice 
for  the  estimates  in  the  Customs  Department  to 
be  classified  under  the  Civil  Serrice  Act.  It  was 
usual  to  ffiye  the  officers  a  small  additional  allow- 
ance, and  he  hoped  the  Commissioner  of  Customs 
would  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and 
place  a  sum  on  the  supplementary  estimates. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  it  was  only  fair  that  the  re- 
ductions which  had  been  made  should  be  speci- 
fied. It  was  perfectly  impossible  to  understand  a 
Tote  giyen  in  a  lump  sum.  They  had  salaries  put 
down  as  yearly  salaries.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber meant  to  raduoe  all  these  salaries  by  one-half, 
then  the  reduction  would  be  more  than  stated. 
Where  the  salaries  were  an  increase  from  the 
amount  voted  by  the  Proyincial  Gbrernments, 
that  ought  to  be  shown  on  tlie  estimates.  He 
thought  the  expense  for  the  weather  reports  and 
storm  signals  could  be  done  away  with  altogether. 
It  would  be  quite  sufficient  for  each  telegraph 
station  to  forward  telegrams  with  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  weather,  as  was  now  done  and  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  every  day.  This  de- 
partment was  not  at  all  wanted.  In  fact,  its 
reports  were  generally  wrong  instead  of  right, 
and  the  item  might  be  very  well  struck  out,  as 
the  department  was  altogether  useless. 

Mr.  MAI^DEBS  thought  the  Weather  Depart- 
ment was  a  most  useful  one,  and  if  it  were  pos- 
sible he  would  feel  inclined  to  more  that  the 
amount  should  be  increased.  He  trusted  tliat 
no  circumstances  would  prevent  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Customs  encouraging  that  department 
as  much  as  possible  to  continue  ita  work,  which 
was  not  only  useful  in  the  colony  itself,  but  to 
the  neighbouring  colonies.  Ho  desired  to  call 
attention  to  the  item  "Expenses  under  'The 
KaTal  Training  School  Act,  1874,'  £8,372,"  which 
showed  a  reduction  of  nearly  £1,000  on  the 
prsrious  year's  rote.  That,  to  his  mind,  was 
takinff  a  wrong  step ;  the  Commissioner  of  Cus- 
toms had  no  letter  department  under  lus  control 
than  this,  wliich  would  educate  the  youth  of 
the  colony  to  became  seamen.  Looking  to  the 
large  extent  of  seaboard  of  the  colony  and  the 
large  number  of  ships  employed  in  trading  along 
it,  he  thought  the  House  should  consiibr  the 
items  under  this  head  more  carefully  than  they 
had  hitherto  dona.  He  knew  lads  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  country  who  were  most  anxious  to 
apprentice  themi^Tes  and  become  good  seamen. 
If  the  colony  could  afibrd  to  pay  £5,000  for 
the  "Stella"  and  £24,000  for  the  <<Hinemoa," 
surely  it  might  expend  some  more  in  instructing 
its  youth  in  becoming  seamen.  He  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  the  "Southern  Cross,"  the 
TOBsel  obtained  for  this  pttrpoee,  he  bdiicTedi  by 


the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
unfitted  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD  quite  agreed   with  it 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin,  and    disagree 
with  the  honorable  member  who  had  ja.mt  apokei 
with  regard  to  this  Weather  Department.      It  ha^ 
become. a  perfeot  &roe  and  ridicule  in  ^rery  direc 
tion.    i?elegrams  were  sent  that  you   tnu9t  lool 
out   for  storms  when    beautifully    fine '  -vreatbei 
ensued  ;  and  when  you  were  told  that  tliat  there 
was  going  to  be  fine  weather,  there  irrero  eare  to* 
be  storms.    During  the  lost  week  there  bsul  been 
the  only  really  fine  weather  in  Wellington  for 
the  last  four  months;  yet  telograms  iprene  aent 
one  day  that  tremendous  gales  were   to    be  ex- 
pected from  the  north-east  and  the    next  day 
from  the  south-west,  that  no  vessel  waa  to  leaTo 
port  on  the  East  Coast,  and  that  all  reaaels  in 
harbour  on  the  West    Coast  were    to    remain, 
because  storms  of  an  awful  nature  were  ooniiog 
from  all  directions.    Whether  the    department 
was  badly  managed  aod  the  people   in  charge 
of  itr  were  incompetent,  or  whether,  as  he  Bmdj 
belicTed,  the  weather  was  so  local  in    different 
parts  of  the  colony  that  it  was  impossible  to  say 
one  day  what  the  next  day  would  be,  he  did  not 
know;  but  certain  it  was  that  eTcrytbing   this 
department  did  was  a  waste  of  time.     He  would 
move  that  the  item  be  reduced  to  so  much  as 
would  be  necessary  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
department  only  for  four  months  of  the  present 
financial  year. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said,  if  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  would  only  devote  his  attention 
to  this  department,  he  would  not  propose  siach  a 
reduction  or  offer  such  remarks  as  he  had  made 
with  regard .  to  it.    The  honorable  member  for 
Parnell  was  also  mistaken  in  what  he  said  about 
these  telegrams    relating  to  Wellington.     The 
warnings  issued  during  last  week  were  not  eiven 
to  Wemnffton,  but  to  yarious  other  parts  of  the 
colony,  ana  indicated  what  sort  of  weather  was  to 
be  expected  in  the  difTerent  places.    About  78  per 
cent,  of  these  forecasts  were  correct.    He  fait 
perfectly  certain  that  if  the  Committee  were  to 
strike  off  this  item  it  would  giye  great  dissatis- 
faction.   The  departmept  had  been  the  means 
of  greatly  reducing  the  risk  of  yessels  calling  at 
Oamaru,  Timaru,  and  all  open  roadsteads.    It 
was  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  would  be  appreciated  eyen  more  than  it  was 
now. 

BCr.  BABFF  thought  the  Committee  ought 
to  have  more  information  upon  the  items  upon 
which  honorable  members  were  asked  to  to^ 
and  particularly  upon  that  one  which  was  now 
under  discussion.  It  would  be  very  interestiog 
to  haye  a  return  of  the  number  of  fol^ecsiCi 
made,  and  the  proportion  that  were  correctk  He 
would  be  yei7  sorry  by  his  yote  to  inereHw  ths 
danger  to  shipping  on  the  New  Zealand  oosst; 
at  the  same  time  ne  felt  yery  sttongly  thit  th& 
department  was  useless.  He  woidd  like  fiiiihsr 
to  xnow  what  the  meaning  of  the  item  "SdariM 
of  thirty-one  reporting  officers  at  out-stitioni)  , 

£462,"  was— whether  Hhose  officers,  wers  oon* 
aected  with  the  Cctstoms  Department  or  ths 
Harbour  Departmeat,  and  why  there   yM»  u 
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inciCMe  otct  last  year.  He  would  aXao  ask 
whether,  in  the  Tota  for  Lighihouses,  there  was  a 
■am  proposed  for  a  lighthouse  at  Hokitika. 

Mr.  G.  MoLEAN  said  there  was  not  an  item 
proposed  for  a  lighthouse  at  Hokitika,  because 
we  had  no  lighthouse  there  jet.  The  Gbvern- 
ment  had  receiTed  a  protest  against  the  erection 
of  a  lighthouse  there,  and  did  not  intend  to  pro- 
eeed  with  the  work  at  present,  at  all  erents  until 
further  inquiry  oould  be  made ;  haring  no  light- 
house  erected  there  jet,  there  was  no  need  to 
haTe  a  keeper's  salarj  on  the  estimates.  With 
regard  to  the  Weather  Department,  he  thought  it 
would  be  Terr  inadyisable  to  strike  the  item  off. 
'From,  what  he  had  heard  from  seafaring  men, 
ha  beliered  these  forecasts  were  most  useful  in 
open  roadsteads,  and  he  would  ask  the  Committee 
not  to  strike  the  item  off,  because  he  belicTed  in 
lime  this  would  proTO  a  most  useful  department. 
If  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedm  would 
look  through  the  estimates,  he  would  see  that 
%h9j  were  ivduoed  in  the  instances  he  referred  to 
bj  one-half,  so  as  to  piOTide  for  six  months' 
salariea  onlj. 

Mr.  MAOFABLANB  had  had  a  good  deal  of 
•xpeiienoe  of  this  Weather  Department,  and  had 
come  to  the  oonelusion  that  it  was  worse  than  use* 
loM.  Having  bean  connected  so  much  with  steam- 
boata  and  insuranoe  in  Auckland,  he  oould  saj 
thstt  not  one  telegram  out  of  six  sent  to  that 
pkea  wae  oorreet.  It  wte  Qoite  likeW  that  in 
audi  plaoes  aa  Oamam  and  Timaru  telegraphed 
repovta  iadioating  the  weather  might  be  of  Talne. 
Bat  if  a  south- west  gale  were  coming  up  it  oould 
be  tepofted  from  the  telegraph  oiBce  at  Dunedin, 
and  if  a  north-east  gale  were  coming  on  it  oould 
ba  reported  from  Wellington.  As  far  as  Auck- 
land was  oonoemed  the  reports  were  oselese,  as 
the  galea  preralent  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
colony  did  not  reach  them.  If  the  department 
were  to  be  retained,  it  would  be  mnoli  better  to 
place  it  in  the  handa  of  the  faarboor-masters,  who 
ooold  gire  more  correct  information,  and  in  whose 
hands  it  would  cost  nothing.  The  department 
waa  a  perfect  farce ;  and  there  was  another  offioe 
of  a  similar  oharactcr— namdj,  that  of*  Secretary 
of  Customs,  who  was  also  calkid  Officer  in  Charge 
of  the  Marine  Department.  This  gentleman  had 
prepared  a  xvport  which  ooet  £1,500,  and  this 
waa  the  prodaetion  of  twelre  months'  work. 

Hr.  0.  MoLEAK  was  sorry  to  hear  the  honor- 
able gentleman  speak  in  that  strain  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Customs,  who  was  a  rery  old  and  efficient 
officer.  He  had  been  absent  on  leare  during  the 
last  twelre  months,  and,  instead  of  spending  the 
whole  of  his  time  in  pleasure,  had  collected  a 
great  amount  of  information  which  would  be 
ezeedingly  useful  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  BABFF  pointed  out  that  his  questions 

had  not  been  answered.    The  first  was  as  to  the 

salaries  of  the  thirty-one  reporting  officers  at  out- 

stations.     He  wished  to  know  whether  they  wore 

to  be  Custom  officers  or  harbour-masters.    The 

next  question  he  put  was  as  to  the  keepers  of  now 

ligbthouaee.     He  was  surprised  to  hear  that  tlie 

uImtj  of  the  liglitliouse-keeper  at  Hokitika  was 

nU  included,    aad  he  hoped  the   Q-oTcmment 


would  state  why  they  had  changed  their  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  lighthouse  at  that  place. 

Mr.  MACFABLANS  did  not  say  thai  the 
Secretary  of  Customs  was  not  a  good  officer ;  but 
if  lie  oould  absent  himself  from  his  duties  for 
twelve  months,  surelj  that  was  a  Terj  good  proof 
that  he  was  not  wanted. 

Mr.  HUNTER  said  that  those  who  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  Secretaiy  of  Customs  would 
admit  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  dsToted,  trust- 
worthy, and  reliable  public  serrants  in  the  colony. 
He  differed  entirely  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata  as  to  the  yalue  of  the  Weather 
Department.  Speaking  of  its  value  as  affecting 
Tessels  trading  out  of  Wellington,  he  could  bear 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  it  had  been  of  immense 
serrice.  He  hoped  the  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ment would  be  increased  rather  than  reduced, 
and  that  the  suggestion  of  the  Chief  Officer, 
that  daily  communication  should  be  held  with 
the  Australian  colonies,  would  be  adopted.  The 
cost  would  not  be  more  than  £4&0  or  £600  per 
annum,  and  that  would  be  money  well  expended. 
He  would  remind  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  that  many  raluable  ressels  and  many 
lives  had  been  lost  on  the  coast — losses  which 
would  possibly  hare  been  averted  had  the  depart- 
ment been  in  existence  in  the  earlier  days  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON  said  the  predictions  of 
the  department  might  not  have  been  verified  in 
all  cases,  but  New  Zealand  was  no  exception  in 
this  resnect.  The  Weather  Departments  in  Eng- 
land ana  North  America  had  been  of  great  ser- 
vice ;  and  although  the  cost  of  the  department 
here  waa  £1,500,  the  saving  of  a  single  ship 
would  counterbalance  that. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  quite  agreed  with  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Hunter)  with  regard  to  the  Secretary 
of  Customs,  and  should  support  the  vote  for  the 
Weather  Department.  The  late  Commissioner  of 
Customs  did  some  useful  things  during  his  term 
of  office,  and  the  establishment  of  this  depart- 
ment and  of  the  training  ship  were  amongst  them. 
The  natural  outlet  for  a  large  proportion  of  the 
youthful  population  of  this  colony  ought  to  be 
the  seafaring  service,  and  eveiy  effort  ought  to  be 
made  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  the  training 
ship,  with  the  object  of  converting  the  city  Arabs 
into  useful  members  of  society. 

Sir  B.  DOUaLAS  said  he  did  not  see  the  use 
of  keeping  up  the  Weather  Department,  because  it 
all  depeuaed  upon  chances  ana  probabilities. 

Mr.  BEADEB  WOOD  said  that  if  that  was 
the  case  the  department  was  very  dear  at  £1,520 
a  year.  If  the  Weather  Offioe  were  properlv  con- 
ducted it  would  not  depend  on  chances  and  pro- 
babilities, but  on  practical  experiments.  As  far 
as  he  was  aware,  the  officers  in  charge  of  the 
Weather  Department  here  were  not  able  to  fore- 
cast—they could  tell  what  the  weather  was  yes- 
terday, but  they  could  not  tell  what  it  would  be 
to-morrow.  The  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  stated  that  75  per  cent,  of  the  predic- 
tions proved  correct.  But  what  of  that  ?  The 
Commissioner  of  Customs  defended  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  Customs,  but  he  did  so  be- 
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oftUM  that  office  did  his  work — in  fact  all  matters 
were  referred  to  Irim.  The  House  was  told  that 
the  Secretarj  of  Customs  had  done  such  and  such 
things  for  the  colony ;  and  jet  only  a  short  time 
preTiously  he  was  told  that  the  late  Prime  Minis- 
ter  had  done  the  very  same  things,  and  probably 
to-morrow  they  woald  be  told  that  somebody  else 
had  done  them.  A  few  months  ago  three  Ciyil 
servants  were  sent  round  the  colony  to  report 
upon  it,  and  when  he  (Mr.  Wood)  came  to  Wel- 
lington he  expected  to  see  a  report  which  it  would 
be  a  pleasure  and  a  delight  for  him  to  read  ;  but 
what  did  the  Premier,  who  sent  those  ^ntlemen 
round,  say  of  their  report  ?  He  as  good  as  said 
that  they  were  three  big  fools,  and  that  the  re- 
port they  sent  in  was  useless  and  not  worth  the 
paper  it  was  written  on.  When  any  member 
proposed  a  reduction  in  the  salaries  of  the  Civil 
servants,  he  was  told  that  they  were  the  ablest 
men  in  the  world.  In  the  lobbies  Ministers  said, 
when  they  were  asked  why  they  did  not  get  their 
Under  Secretaries  to  do  certain  work,  that  the 
Under  Secretaries  were  of  no  use ;  but  inside  the 
House  Ministers  said  they  could  not  be  done 
without.  Why  did  not  Ministers  come  down 
and  tell  the  House  that,  to  keep  up  their  depart- 
ments and  pay  the  salaries  of  their  officers,  they 
had  to  issue  Treasury  bills  ?  Then  honorable 
^ntlemen  could  see  what  salaries  they  were  pay- 
ing, and  what  services  were  rendered  by  those 
who  were  drawing  the  salaries.  They  would 
not  be  doing  their  duty  if  they  allowed  a  single 
item  of  £600  to  pass  unless  it  was  absolutely 
necessary.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  had  oome 
down  that  night,  and,  while  making  his  Financial 
Statement,  had  said  that  ho  would  reduce  every 
salary  of  oyer  £200  a  year  by  one- third,  he  would 
haye  supported  him.  If  the  officials  did  not  like 
this,  they  could  haye  gone.  The  Government 
should  have  done  as  the  Duke  of  Wellington  once 
did  under  similar  circumstances.  He  reduced 
the  salaries  of  the  Civil  servants,  and  when  he 
was  told  they  would  leave  the  Gbvemment  ser- 
yicc,  he  threatened  to  fill  their  places  with  pay- 
sergeants  ;  but  not  one  of  them  did  leave.  The 
maudUn  sentimentality  and  bad  finance  which 
they  heard  that  night  was  not  only  a  disgrace  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  uttered  it,  but  a 
greater  disgrace  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
heard  it,  and  who  were  bound  to  support  it. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  had  no  doubt  that,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  last  spoken  were  in 
office,  he  would  be  found  standing  by  such  esti- 
mates as  were  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  He  could  not  conceive  how 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  had  got  the 
idea  that  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Customs  was 
an  unnecessary  one.  He  understood  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  honorable  members  for  Par- 
nell  and  Waitemata  to  move  that  this  vote  bo 
struck  out,  but  he  could  not  see  how  that  could 
be  done.  It  would  rcnlly  be  deplorable  if  there 
was  not  an  able  man  like  Mr.  Seed  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  department.  During  the  last 
twenty  years  he  had  heard  the  honorable  member 
for  Parnell  express  opinions  very  diflferent  from 
each  other.  The  country  could  not  get  on  with- 
out a  Secretary  of  Customs ;  and  it  was  a  matter 


for  congratulation  that  such  an  able  officer  as  the 
present  Secretary  filled  the  office.     Ho    did   not 
believe  in  this  cheap  cry,  this  roaring  out   against 
the  Civil  Service,  whicli  was  adopted   in   sucli  a 
barefaced  and   inconsiderate  manner    bjr    pablic 
men  who  had   never  done  anything    but    make 
mischief  in  the  country.    The  Civil  Sorvioo    was 
composed    of  men   of  refinement  of    mind  and 
manner,  and  of  integrity  and  industry,  and,  con- 
sidering the  class  they  represented  Bocially,  the 
wages  they  received    was   not  at  all    excessiye. 
How  would  the  honorable  member  for   Parnell, 
whose  abilities  would  probably  entitle  him  to  be 
rated  as  a  clerk  at  £250  a  year,  with  his  refine- 
ment, his  excellent  taste,  and  his  tendency   for 
good   society,  manage  to  conduct  his  houseliold 
and  bring  up  his  family  on  £5  a  week  P      JSvexy 
Civil  servant  ought  to  be  a  gentleman,  from  the 
lowest  clerk  in  the  service  to  the  Premier.       The 
Civil  Service  ought  not  to  be  put  into  the  de- 
grading position  of  being  looked  upon  by  all  un- 
educated people  in  the  colony  as  a  helpless  lot  of 
paltry  dependents  upon  the  charity  of  the  nation. 
They  ought  to  be  regarded  in  their  true  light — as 
the  sergeants  of  the  army,  as  the  backbone  of  the 
public  service ;  and  they  ought  to  be  paid  in  pro- 
portion to  their  deserts. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  one  would  think,  from 
the  Civil  servants  being  described  as  unfortunate 
and  being  commiserated,  that  they  were  pressed 
into  the  service  instead  of  the  contrary  being  the 
case.    Wheneyer  there  was  a  vacancy  in  the  ser* 
vice,  there  was  a  great  struggle  of  applicants; 
and  if  a  Civil  servant  wanted  money,  the  induce- 
ment he  offered  was  that  he  had  a  Government 
situation.     With  regard  to  the  item  under  con- 
sideration, he  knew  nothing  of  the  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Weather  Department;   but  his 
opinion   was  that  the   situation  was  made   for 
somebody  who  had  got  friends  to  make  the  place 
for  him.     It  was  absurd  to  send  weather  indi- 
cations to  windward,  and  the  only  good  that  could 
be  done  was  to  send  them  to  leewanl.     He  hoped 
the  return  of  the  working  of  the  system  would  be 
made  by  the  department.     Let  the  office  make 
out  a  return  of  its  prophecies,  and  people  outside 
say  if  the  weather  had  justified  them.    He  was 
convinced  there  was  no  necessity  for  this  officer, 
and  that  the  gentleman  who  gave  the  clerical 
assistance  performed  all  the  real  work  of  the 
department. 

Mr.  EEYNOLDS  said  the  Government  did 
not  proceed  with  this  department  without  making 
full  inquiries.  On  the  5th  July,  1875,  he  sent  a 
circular  to  the  different  stations  requesting  re- 
ports to  be  furnished  as  to  the  accuracy  or  other- 
wise of  the  warning?,  and  had  received,  on  the 
whole,  satisfactory  answers.  (The  honorable 
gentleman  read  the  letters  i-eferred  to.)  These 
reports  showed  that  the  Government  had  not  ex- 
tended the  expense  of  this  department  withont 
first  ascertainmg  from  the  harbour-masters  that 
the  storm  warnings  had  been  advantageous. 
Experience  had  proved  that  most  of  the  warn- 
ings were  correct ;  and  if  the  department  were 
abolished,  it  would  cause  yery  great  dissatisfac- 
tion to  persons  interested  in  shipping,  especially 
in  reganl  to  open  roadsteads.    The  department 
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liad  onlj  been  in  exutenoe  two  yean,  and  the  re- 
ports he  bad  read  were  a  year  old.  He  bad  not 
been  able  to  look  up  the  reports  for  this  jear ; 
the  objections  raised  came  upon  him  quite  unex- 

Mr.  STOUT  nerer  liked  to  attack  any  indi- 
Tidoal  officeri  becaase  they  were  not  present  to 
defend  themseWes,  and,  if  an  officer  was  said  to 
»  hftTe  acted  wrongfully,  he  ought,  under  the  Ciyil 
Serrioe  Act,  to  hare  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
an  inquiry  into  his  conduct.  That  was  a  rery 
different  thing  from  a  question  as  to  the  salary  of 
an  officer  for  the  use  of  a  department.  Probably 
the  honorable  member  for  Chrislchuroh  City 
(Mr.  Moorhouse),  as  an  old  Civil  servant,  felt  a 
sort  of  esprit  de  corps,  and  was  thereby  induced 
to  defend  the  serTice.  As  to  the  weather  reports, 
he  might  say  he  had  spoken  to  sereral  nautical 
men  vmo  knew  the  coast  well,  and  they  said  that 
having  the  state  of  the  weather  at  each  port  tele- 
graphed every  morning  was  of  great  service,  be- 
cause from  that  they  could  forecast  for  them- 
■eWee  what  the  weather  would  be.  Thejr  could 
do  that  better  than  any  gentleman  sittine  in 
Wellington,  simply  summing  up  the  results  from 
other  places  and  sending  out  opinions  which 
often  were  of  no  value  at  all.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  if  a  strong  northerly  wind  was  blowing 
at  Napier  it  would  soon  be  felt  at  Wellington ; 
and  when  a  eonth-west  gale  was  reported  from 
the  Bluff,  it  might  be  assumed  that  it  would  soon 
reach  Bunedin,  and  travel  along  the  coast.  If 
the  harbour-maaters,  and  perhaps  telegraphists 
where  there  wete  no  harbour-masters,  were  sim- 
ply to  telegraph  the  state  of  the  barometer  along 
with  the  direction  and  strength  of  the  wind 
ereiy  morning,  every  shipmaster  who  had  been 
any  time  upon  the  coast  of  New  Zealand  could 
tell  what  the  weather  was  likely  to  be  as  well  as 
a  captain  sitting  in  any  port  in  the  colony.  The 
department  was  utterly  useless.  He  would  move 
that  the  amount  be  reduced  by  one-half,  and  that 
yrould  allow  the  Government  time  to  wind-up  the 
department.  The  harbour-master  in  Wellington 
oould  do  all  that  the  department  did  now,  and  it 
was  not  neoeasaiy  to  have  an  officer  in  charge, 
with  a  dark.  He  found  that  the  reprinted  esti- 
mates showed  increases  and  not  decnreases ;  and 
what  waa  wanted  was  a  reduction  of  officers 
rather  than  a  reduction  of  salaries.  Beally,  the 
only  way  to  get  at  a  reduction  in  the  Government 
expenditure  was  to  limit  the  functions  of  the 
Gk>vemment,  and  allow  the  people  to  do  things 
for  themselves  without  going  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Major  ATKINSON  trusted  that  the  item 
would  not  be  reduced.  The  department  afforded 
the  means  of  collecting  very  useful  information. 
H  only  50  per  cent  of  the  wamines  were  correct, 
the  money  was  well  spent,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  laws  that  governed  the  winds  in  this  colony. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  this,  in  many  instances, 
could  only  be  learned  by  the  study  of  years,  and 
the  sooner  the  work  was  commenced  the  sooner 
would  the  knowledge  be  obtained.  He  was  much 
struck  by  a  circumstance  which  lately  occurred 
showing  the  necessity  for  this  department :  An 
immigrant  ship,  bound  for  Taranaki,  ought  to 
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have  landed  her  immigrants  there,  but  the  eap- 
tain  came  on  to  Wellington.  When  approaching 
Taranaki  he  was  in  the  midst  of  what  was  almost 
a  hurricane,  but  it  was  calm  at  Taranaki.  Since 
then  it  had  been  ascertained  that  many  storms 
travelled  along  that  coast  in  a  most  extraordinary 
manner,  making  strange  curves.  The  Committee 
could  not  do  better  than  continue  a  department 
such  as  it  was  known  had  led  to  very  great  results 
in  the  old  oountry.  In  America,  weather  reports 
were  published  every  morning  in  many  of  the 
papers,  and  they  afforded  an  immense  advantage 
to  agriculturists  as  well  as  to  nautical  men. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  understood  that  the 
sum  of  £460  was  for  instruments  that  had  been 
ordered.  That  expenditure  would  not  be  incurred 
again,  and  the  total  annual  cost  would  only  b^ 
about  £1,000.  If  the  department  resulted  in  the 
saving  of  but  one  little  vessel  it  would  be  worth 
far  more  than  it  cost.  He  trusted  the  yote  would 
not  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  there  was  no  doubt  a  yery 
important  principle  involved  in  this  question. 
He  desired  to  know  whether  every  em>rt  had 
been  used,  by  carefully  studying  the  reports  and 
recording  the  results,  to  ascertain  the  laws  that 
ruled  the  storms  in  the  colony.  If  that  had  been 
done,  the  money  had  been  well  expended. 

Mr.  BABFF  was  informed  that  some  represen- 
tation had  been  made  to  the  Government  regard- 
ing the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  at  Hokitika.  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs  would  lay  the  protest  received  upon  the 
table,  or  allow  himself  and  bis  colleague  to  see  it. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  so-called  protest  was  a 
tissue  of  misstatements,  made  proMbly  on  the 
authority  of  one  or  two  interested  individuals. 

Mr.  aOWB  said  the  statement  of  the  Com* 
missioner  of  Customs  was  the  strongest  argument 
that  any  member  could  use  in  favour  of  the  re* 
duction  of  the  estimates.  He  stated  that  the 
Secretary  of  Customs  had  so  organised  his  depart- 
ment, and  so  carried  out  the  work  in  connection 
with  it,  that,  although  the  revenue  had  consider- 
ably increased,  he  was  able  to  do  the  work  with  a 
less  amount  of  labour.  The  impression  through- 
out the  country  was  that  all  the  departments  of 
the  Government  might  be  so  organized,  and  that 
reductions  should  tue  place  with  reeard  to  them. 
It  was  altogether  out  of  place  for  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  to  discuss  the  question 
of  the  Civil  Service  in  connection  with  this  vote. 
There  was  no  disposition  to  reduce  the  salaries  of 
the  Civil  servants,  or  to  make  any  attack  upon 
them.  There  was  an  impression  that,  if  one-third 
of  the  Civil  servants  were  dispensed  with,  the 
work  could  be  conducted  as  efficiently  and  as  well 
as  at  present.  He  believed  the  Government  were 
of  the  same  opinion.  A  number  of  members  had 
come  to  this  House  determined  to  reduce  the  cost 
of  the  Civil  Service.  It  waa  easy  to  say  that 
Ministers  were  responsible ;  but  honorable  mem- 
bers were  also  responsible.  The  Civil  Service 
had  been  for  years  past  costing  a  great  deal 
more  than  it  ought  to  do ;  and  there  was  a 
necessity  for  cutting  off  one- third  of  them.  The 
cost  of  the  C&vil  Service  might  be  reduced  at 
least  £20,000. 
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Mr.  KENNEDY  thought  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr. 
Bar£f)  with  reference  to  the  Hokitika  lighthouse 
might  have  some  reference  to  the  objection  he 
had  made  to  the  erection  of  the  lighthouse.  He 
understood  that  lighthouses  were  usually  erected 
at  the  instance  of  master  mariners,  who  reported 
the  necessity  for  erecting  them.  He  was  not 
aware  that  any  application  had  been  made  for 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  in  that  part  of  the 
oountrT.  There  was  no  necessity  for  it  for  the 
port  of  Grejmouth ;  and  if  erected,  the  shipping 
resorting  to  that  port  would  be  taxed  for  the 
light.  He  did  not  express  hb  own  opinion  only, 
but  the  opinion  of  more  than  a  dozen  master 
mariners  trading  to  the  West  Coast,  that  the 
lighthouse  was  altogether  unnecessary.  How- 
ever, his  objection  to  the  erection  of 'the  light- 
house in  question  was  on  behalf  of  the  shipping 
of  the  port  of  Ghreymouth,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected; and  he  was  reliably  informed  that  the  erec- 
tion of  such  a  light,  instead  of  being  a  benefit  to 
shipping,  would  be  positiTely  injurious ;  for  light- 
houses being  usually  erected  on  headlands,  and 
the  proposed  site  being  rather  a  bight,  there  was 
therefore  some  danger  that  shipmasters  ap- 
proaching the  shore  might  not  be  able  to  get 
off  again. 

Mr.  STOUT  bbserred  an  item, "  Lighthouse  ten- 
der '  Stella,'  working  expenses,  £4,000."  He  did 
not  observe  any  vote  taken  for  the  "  Hinemoa  " 
steamer. 

Mr.  Q-.  MoLEAN  said  the  item  was  included 
in  the  item  "Miscellaneous."  The  "Stella" 
steamer  was  to  be  used  in  visiting  the  various 
lighthouses,  and  keeping  them  furnished  with 
Bupplies. 

Mr.  STOUT  did  not  know  whether  tlio  Com- 
missioner of  Customs  had  received  the  report  of 
'  the  Harbour-master  at  Otago  with  regard  to 
lighthouses.  That  officer  advocated  the  plan  of 
having  small  inexpensive  lights,  such  as  were  at 
Oamaru,  along  the  coasts.  Tbey  would  be  suit- 
able for  sbipping,  and  would  be  comparatively 
inexpensive.  If  this  plan  were  adopted,  there 
would  be  a  saving  to  the  colony  of  several  thou- 
sands a  year. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  did  not  think  any  one  would 
grudge  the  cost  of  the  lighthouse  tender.  The 
steamer  would  be  continually  employed  for  the 
next  two  or  three  years. 

Mr.  MACFARLANE  said  that  the  lighthouse 
charges  were  exorbitant.  The  charges  in  the 
Gulf  of  Hauraki  were  so  exorbitant  that  they 
would  have  the  effect  of  preventing  steamers  from 
trading  there.  The  telegraphing  could  be  more 
usefully  done  by  the  harbour-masters,  and  with- 
out any  cost  to  the  country.  He  did  not  think 
the  department  was  at  all  wanted. 

Mr.  BARFF  hoped  the  Comntissioner  of  Cus- 
toms would  lay  on  the  table  that  special  protest. 
As  representative  of  a  constituency  which  was 
largely  interested  in  the  matter,  he  would  like  to 
know  why  the  Government  had  broken  faith  with 
the  district  in  regard  to  erecting  a  lighthouse  at 
Hokitika. 

Mr.  G.  McLEAN  taid  the  Government  had 
not  broken  faith  in  the  matter.    They  did  not 


say  they  would  not  erect  the  lighthouse,  bu.t>» 
after  the  protest  which  had  been  made  to  thezD, 
they  must  make  some  inquiries  into  the  subject. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  item  '  Expenses  of 
weather  reports  and  storm  signals,  £1,617,'  1>e 
reduced  by  £758  10s. ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  foUowlug  result : — 

Ayes         18 

Noes         46 


Majority  against ... 


27 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamacb, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


Ates. 

;  Mr.  Btchmond, 
'  Mr.  Howe, 
I  Mr.  Shrimski, 
j  Mr.  Swanson, 
'  Mr.  Takamofina, 
Mr.  E.  G.  Wood. 

Tellerg. 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Stout. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Andrew, 

Major  Atkinson, 

^r.  BaUanoe, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Biyce, 

Mr.  Carrington, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 
-  Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Hodgidnson, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  ask  the  Commissioner 
of  Customs  to  inform  the  Committee,  in  round 
numbers,  of  the  amount  of  Customs  revenue  for 
the  last  quarter.  He  was  aware  that  the  time  was 
very  short  since  the  quarter  terminated  ;  but  still 
he  thoueht  the  honorable  gentleman  might  be 
able  to  give  soma  approximate  information  which 
would  be  very  useful,  especially  in  passing  those 
items  which  related  to  the  Customs  Department. 
Mr.  MANDEBS  also  thoucht  it  very  desirable 
that  such  information  shoula  be  given ;  and,  as 
there  was  a  Secretary  of  Customs,  there  would  no 
doubt  be  no  difficulty  in  doing  so.  As  there  had 
been  some  discussion  in  respect  to  the  strength 
of  the  Civil  Service,  and  also  in  reference  to  the 
sums  of  money  paid  to  the  members  of  that 
service,  he  might  say  that  he  did  not  think  the 
Committee  should  make  any  particular  reductions. 


Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pearoe, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Biohardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheenan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Beynolds. 
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If  onoo  a  disoussion  arose  as  to  whether  this 
secretaiy  or  clerk,  or  other  officer  should  hare 
his  salary  reduced,  a  great  deal  of  time  would  he 
wasted  without  any  good  result.  Of  course  it 
iroold  he  quite  correct  to  take  that  course ;  but  it 
would  be  better  to  refer  the  estimates  back  to  the 
QoTemment,  and  tell  them  that  there  must  be  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  the  Civil  servants, 
and  also  in  all  salaries  over  £200  a  year.  Ho 
would  like  to  see  that  course  taken,  especially 
after  the  Financial  Statement  which  they  had  just 
beai^.  He  was  perfectly  prepared  to  rote,  and 
he  thought  a  majority  of  the  House  would  vote, 
that  reductions  should  be  made  in  the  direction 
he  indicated.  He  believed  himself  in  having  well- 
paid  Ciril  servants,  but  he  thought  the  Govern* 
ment  were  the  proper  people  to  deal  wilh  the 
matter.  A  resolution  should  be  passed  saying 
there  must  be  a  reduction,  and  then  let  the 
GoTemment  get  the  best  servante  they  could 
select. 

Mr.  SEES  thought  something  should  be  done 
in  the  direction  of  reducing  the  whole  of  the 
eatimatea.  Ho  noticed  by  the  Financial  State- 
ment that  the  whole  of  the  Land  Fund  would  be 
•wallowed  up,  the  whole  of  the  Consolidated 
Bevenue,  and  then  the  colony  would  be  £60,000 
to  the  bad  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Some  of  the 
estimated  receipts  could  never  be  realized.  For 
instance,  the  honorable  gentleman  had  put  down 
£46,000  as  "  Incidental  Beoeipt8"~a  sum  which 
could  never  be  realized.  What  the  Government 
ought  to  consider,  was  whether  they  could  not 
mule  some  considerable  reduction  on  the  estimates 
generally;  because  he  was  convinced  that  even 
the  £150,000  worth  of  Treasury  bills  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  make  both  ends  meet.  He  would 
like  to  know  when  this  Treasury- bills  system 
was  going  to  end.  They  would  have  to  be  paid 
for  some  time,  and  really,  if  the  system  were 
continued,  the  country  would  be  in  a  perilous 
position  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two.  He 
would  suggest  that  all  salaries  over  £300  might 
be  cut  down,  and  a  beginning  made  with  Min- 
isters themselves.  The  salaries  of  members  of 
the  Government  should  be  reduced  to  what  they 
were  two  or  three  years  ago,  and  that  principle 
should  be  applied  to  all  tho  highly-paid  officials 
rather  than  to  the  poorly-paid  ones.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  report  progress,  and  see 
whether  they  could  not  make  some  sweeping  re- 
ductions in  the  manner  suggested. 

Major  ATKINSON  agreed  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  GoTcmment  to  make  the  ordinary  income 
cover  the  ordinary  expenditure.  He  could  not 
conceal  that  the  present  circumstances  of  tho 
oountTj  were  extraordinary  ;  but  they  could  not 
go  suddenly  from  one  extreme  to  the  other  with- 
ont  doing  great  injury  to  the  public  service  and 
to  a  laige  number  of  honest  men.  He  would  be 
f^ad  to  do  it,  if  it  were  possible  without  doing 
injustice  to  individuals.  The  Government  were 
fully  lUlve,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
pointed  out,  to  the  necessity  of  making  both  ends 
meet. 

Mr.  SWANSON  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
what  injurj  would  be  done  by  dispensing  with 
he  serrioea  of  any  officials  who  were  not  re- 


quired. The  fact  oi  their  being  honest  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that.  As  to  making  reduc- 
tions, the  Ministry  could  set  a  very  good  example 
by  reducing  their  own  salaries  first.  That  was 
the  course  adopted  by  the  Superint-endent  and 
Executive  of  Auckland  when  tho  necessity  arose. 
Tlien  there  was  another  means  of  retrenchment. 
The  Ministerial  residences  should  be  sold,  and 
whatever  was  considered  as  sufficient  for  house 
rent,  say  £160  or  £200,  allowed  to  each  Minister. 
If  a  Minister  wanted  to  go  in  for  "  hospitality,"  a 
mueh  psrverted  term,  let  him  do  it  at  his  own 
expense.  This  would  bo  a  very  good  plan  of 
assisting  to  make  both  ends  meet. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  Premier  had  just 
made  the  most  exti*aordinary  admission  he  had 
ever  heard.  He  told  the  Ilouse  that  the  esti- 
mates could  be  largely  reduced,  and  that  the 
only  reasou  he  did  not  do  so  was  the  possibility 
of  doing  injustice  to  honest  men.  The  two 
thines  were  absolutely  incompatible.  However, 
he  should  pass  that  by,  and  move  that  the 
Chairman  report  progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again,  because  it  vras  veiry  unusual  to  make  a 
financial  statement  and  press  on  the  estimates 
on  the  same  evening.  Tnere  was  no  doubt  in 
his  mind  that  the  estimates  could  be  reduced  by 
at  least  £100,000  instead  of  £84,000,  as  proposed 
by  these  new  estimates.  The  principal  executiye 
officer  of  New  Zealand  should  be  reduced  to  the 
same  sum  as  that  paid  to  the  second  officer  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  namely,  £8,000. 
The  Premier  should  not  receive  more  than 
£1,000  or  £1,200,  and  the  other  Ministers  would 
be  well  paid  if  they  got  £1,000.  Men  capable  of 
fllliog  the  office  could  be  got  for  £800  a  year 
at  tiie  present  moment;  but  they  would  be 
bound  to  make  a  sacrifice,  which  men  wlio  loved 
their  country  should  niake  under  the  circum- 
stances. It  was  only  on  the  prerious  day 
that  he  had  heard  that  the  gardeners  at  the 
Ministerial  residences  were  paid  the  same  as  those 
at  the  Governor's  residence.  Such  a  thing  else- 
where was  entirely  unknown;  and  if  these  things 
were  to  be  permitted,  the  expenses  of  the  country 
might  be  enormously  increased.  He  Intended  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  express  purpose  of  altering 
the  Bill  which  fixed  the  salaries  of  the  Gt)vemor 
and  the  Ministers.  He  thought  that  the  Gt>vern- 
ment  ought  to  agree  to  report  progress,  and  allow 
honorable  memTOrs  an  opportunity  of  considering 
the  Financial  Statement  which  had  been  made, 
and  of  discussing  it  on  some  future  day,  and 
deciding  how  the  reductions  were  to  be  carried 
out.  An  appeal  to  do  this  had  been  made  to  the 
Government  by  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa, 
but  they  had  treated  it  with  contempt.  Honor- 
able members  had  understood  that  the  statement 
was  to  be  made  on  Friday,  and  that  they  were  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  it  on  Saturday 
and  discussing  it  on  Monday.  By  extraordinaiy 
adroitness  they  got  out  of  making  the  statement 
on  Friday,  and  by  equal  adroitness  they  got  out 
of  making  it  until  the  evening  sitting  that  day, 
their  object  being  to  deprive  honorable  members . 
of  the  opportunity  of  considering  it  during  the 
adjournment.  Yet  they  did  all  this  in  the  most 
innocent  manner.    He  felt  that,  in  justice  to 
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boTiorsble  members,  tbey  shAld  hare  till  next  daj 
to  consider  the  Financial  Statement.  He  would 
therefore  more,  That  progress  be  reported,  and 
leaTe  asked  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  BBYNOLDS  said  he  would  hare  no  ob- 
jection to  progress  being  reported  after  the  item 
under  consideration  was  passed. 

Major  ATKINSON  hoped  the  Committee 
would  pass  this  Tote.  If  this  were  done,  he 
would  be  willing  to  support  the  motion  for  re- 
porting progress. 

Mr.  MONTQOMEBY  had  no  objection  to  the 
passing  of  this  item  ;  but  he  hoped  nothing  more 
would  be  proceeded  with  until  honorable  mem- 
bers had  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 
financial  position  of  the  conntiy. 

Motion  for  reporting  progress  negatived. 

Item,  £81,670  18e.  9d.,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leaye  giyen  to  sit  again. 

FINANCIAL  AREANaEMENTS  BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  make 
finanouJ  arrangements  to  gire  effect  to  the  Abo- 
lition of  Provinces  Act.  There  were  several 
matters  in  it  which  would  no  doubt  be  keenly 
discussed ;  but  as  they  had  all  been  raised  in  the 
Financial  Statement,  and  as  they  were  really 
matters  of  finance,  he  thought  he  would  be  con- 
sulting the  wishes  of  the  ^use  by  not  entering 
upon  them  on  the  present  occasion.  They  were 
sufficiently  explainer  in  the  Bill  and  in  Minis- 
terial statements.  Therefore  it  seemed  to  him 
more  convenient  that  they  should  take  the  whole 
debate  on  all  these  financial  statements  at  one 
time  ;  and  he  would  move  the  second  reading  of 
theBiU. 

Mr.  MUBEAY  thought  the  whole  finance  of 
the  country  depended  upon  this  Bill,  and  that 
the  House  should  have  received  a  fuller  ex- 
planation than  the  Premier  had  given. 

Mr.  ANDREW  agreed  cordially  with  the 
Government  that  a  Bill  of  this  sort  was  neces- 
sary, but  dissented  from  some  of  the  clauses  of 
theBiU. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  understood  that  the  proposal 
of  the  Premier  was  to  take  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  as  a  formal  matter,  and  that  honor- 
able members  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
debating  it  next  day  on  the  question  for  going 
into  Committee  of  Supply,  when  the  generu 
financial  discussion  was  to  come  on.  He  saw 
no  objection  to  that  course,  and  hoped  the  House 
would  agree  to  it 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 
Major  ATKINSON  said  this  was  a  Bill  to  give 
effect  to  a  part  of  the  Abolition  policy ;  but  in 
this  case,  also,  be  believed  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the 
House  that  he  should  not  go  follv  into  the  ques- 
tion. The  Bill,  as  it  stood,  provided  for  the  bor- 
rowing of  two  millions ;  but,  as  the  House  was 
aware,  the  Oovemment  proposed  to  reduce  that 
amount  to  one  million.  This  seemed  to  him  to 
be  a  question  that  had  better  be  discussed,  with 
the  other  financial  matters,  on  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.  He  moved  the  second  reading 
of  theBiU. 


Mr.  BEID  was  sorry  to  Hear  tlie  1 
member  say  it  was  the  intention  of  tlie 
ment  to  ask  only  for  one  million^  ae  be  t\ 
would  be  far  better  that  they  should  taJ 
to  raise  two  millions.  The  Bouae  knew  i 
well  that  one  million  could  not  OT^ertake  ti 
required  to  be  completed,  and.  the  other  If. 
which  would  be  fiuling  due.  Bren  if  it 
not  be  necessary  to  exercise  the  power  to 
the  two  millions,  it  would  be  better  that 
should  be  taken  to  raise  them.  It  wou 
affect  the  credit  of  the  colony  in  the  £ 
market,  and  the  Gk>vemment  woold  be  in  ( 
tion  to  raise  two  millions,  sdl  of  which  wo? 
required.  He  hoped,  when  tho  Bill  was  in 
mittee,  the  Premier  would  see  hia  way  to  e: 
the  power  to  two  millions. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  quite  agreed  with  the  hi 
able  member.  He  believed  it  was  a  mistal 
limit  the  amount  to  be  borrowed  to  one  mil 
It  would  hare  been  far  better  to  have  na 
two  millions,  and  then,  if  the  Government  did 
require  the  money,  they  need  not  raise  it. 
must  be  apparent,  however,  that  a  large  I 
could  be  nuised  on  more  favourable  terms  tha 
small  one. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  hoped  the  days  of  gene 
borrowing  were  going  by,  and  that  when  the  G 
vemment  came  down  with  borrowing  propose 
they  would,  as  had  been  indicated  by  the  Pr 
mier  that  night,  specify  the  objects  to  which  tl 
money  was  to  be  applied,  and  in  this  mannc 
give  the  lender  an  assurance  that  its  ezpenditur 
would-be  reproductive.    He  thought  they  hac 
had  quite  enough  of  this  system  of  ^neral  bor 
rowing,  and  stating  afterwards  that  it  was  to  be 
expended  upon  objects  which  had  not  been  pie- 
determined,  and  the  prudence  of  which  had  not 
been  previously  discussed  by  the  House.     He 
hoped  the  Government  would  adhere  to  their 
proposal  of 'nducing  the  borrowing  nower  at  any 
rate  on  the  present  occasion.    He  thoiifht  there 
was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  in  fsTOur  m  putting 
the  larger  sum  in  the  market,  if  it  were  neoesaaiy, 
at  one  time,  and  not  to  be  going  with  driblets 
into  the  market    But  he  beUerM  the  lender  at 
Home  would  accept  the  present  proceeding  as  an 
instalment  of  a  more  prudent  state  of  finance  than 
had  yet  obtained  in  the  oobny. 

Mr.  STEVENS  thought  the  Go?eroment  were 
acting  very  wisely  in  oonfining  the  authoritj  they 
proposed  to  take  from  the  House  to  one  million, 
instead  of  placing  it  at  two  millions.  He  thought 
BO,  because  he  was  aware  that  the  state  of  Die 
colony's  indebtedness,  whether  it  exercised  the 
larger  or  .smaller  power  of  borrowing,  would  be 
known  in  London  as  well  as  it  was  here.    Under 
those  circumstances,  it   appeared  to  bim  much 
better  to  limit  the  borrowing  to  one  million.   He 
thought  it  must  be  obvious  that  no  such  oppo^ 
tunity  as  that  referred  to  by  the  honorable  mem* 
ber  for  Taieri,  of  raising  money  on  such  exceed- 
ingly &vourable  terms  as  would  jnstily  the  bo^ 
rowing  of  the  lai^r  sum,  was  likely  to  occur.  The 
rate  of  money  in  London  for  some  time  past 
had  been  exceptionally  low,  but  the  boirowing 
operations  of  the  oolon;^  had  not  beenoorrospond- 
ingly  fikvouiible ;  and  it  must  be  admitted  on  sU 
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bands  tbafc  the  floating  of  the  hut  loan  wm  such 
as  they  had  no  ri^ht  to  expect  again,  if  tbej  were 
to  go  suddenly  into  the  market  with  any  laiger 
enm.  For  his  part,  he  hailed  with  Tery  creat 
sattsfiaetion  the  obange  of  plan  on  the  part  of  the 
Goremment,  and  he  hoped  it  would  receiTe  the 
•apport  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MONTOOMEBY  thoocht  the  ehan^^ 
from  the  original  intention  with  regard  to  this 
loan  was  a  yeiy  prudent  and  proper  one.  He 
had  listened  to  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Aron  said  about  the  speoiflo  objects  for  which 
the  loan  was  to  be  appropriated  being  stated. 
That»  no  doubt,  ooula.  be  brought  down  at  a 
Ibture  time.  He  wished  to  throw  out  a  sugges- 
tion, and  if  it  were  not  adopted  by  the  Goyern- 
ment  he  would  more  a  resolution  to  the  effect, 
that  a  portion  of  this  money  should  be  used  for 
the  erection  of  school  buildings  in  certain  por- 
tions of  the  colour  where  they  were  required. 
He  beliered  tbat  school  buildings  were  rery  much 
wanted  in  the  Prorince  of  Auckland;  and  he 
thought  there  was  no  better  way  in  which  public 
money  could  be  expended  than  in  proriding  the 
necessary  buildings  in  which  to  give  education  to 
the  risine  generation,  and  he  hoped  that  would 
be  one  of  £e  objects  to  which  this  loan  would  be 
deroted.  From  what  he  could  gather  from  honor- 
able members  from  Auckland,  and  also  from  West- 
land,  he  did  not  think  that  £&0,000  would  be  too 
much  to  spend  on  the  erection  of  Bchool  buildings 
in  those  places.  That  was  altogether  apart  from 
the  maintenance  of  schools.  He  understood 
that  in  some  of  the  school-bouses  in  Auckland 
the  duldren  were  penned  up  more  like  sheep  in  a 
fold  than  the  pupils  of  an  educational  establish- 
ment. If  the  finances  of  the  country  could  be 
shown  to  be  in  a  sound  condition,  the  people  in 
London  would  be  ready  to  adrance  any  reasonable 
amount  that  might  be  required ;  but  at  present 
he  rentured  to  say  that  two  millions  would  be 
difficult  to  raise ;  and  if  they  went  into  the  mar- 
ket with  such  a  loan,  it  would  materially  affect 
the  credit  of  the  colony.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  would  support 
it ;  but  he  wished  to  see  the  rarious  objects  and 
the  exact  amounts  brought  down  by  the  GK>rem- 
ment  before  it  was  passed  through. 

BUI  read  a  seoondf  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGHSLATIVB  COUNCIL. 

'lSte9daff,  lOth  October,  1876. 

Fint  BMdmgs— Third  Besding— Wsimea  Wster-i 

"  Hatau  " — OoTanunent  BepntentatiTet  in  tha  Coun- 
cil—PUko  Swamp  — State  Forest*  Bill— Ohinemuri 
Africitltarml  Leases  Bill— Oamani  Tramways  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbaxis  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbb. 

FIBST  BBADINQ8. 
The  WeUtngton    Debts   Bill,    the   Attoraey- 
aeneral's  BilL 


THIRD  READINO. 
The  Napier  Athenssum  BilL 

WAIBIEA  WATEK-BAOB. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  BOKAB  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  Whether,  in  riew  of  the 
rapidly-increasing  population  at  Kumara,  the  fiMst 
that  the  supply  of  water  for  that  gold  field  is 
reiy  limitea  in  extent,  and  that  the  princi- 
pal source  of  supply  has  been  reserred  by  the 
€K>remment  for  tile  Waimea  Water-race,  the 
Goremment  will  take  immediate  steps  for  the 
completion  of  the  head  works  of  such  race,  so  as 
to  admit  of  (he  full  quantity  of  water  the  raoe 
has  been  constructed  for,  and  is  capable  of  carry- 
ing, being  brought  in  for  the  abore  purposes? 
He  desired  mer^y  to  say  that,  by  the  last  officii^ 
returns  he  had  receired  from  that  district,  he  found 
there  was  a  population  of  something  like  4,000 
miners  now  upon  this  new  fold  field.  One  of  the 
great  requirements  of  this  sold  field  was  a 
proper  supply  of  water,  and  the  sources  of 
supply  were  rery  limited  indeed.  One  of  the 
principal  sources  of  supply  was  that  which  was 
supposed  to  fill  the  Waimea  Water-race,  upon 
which  a  large  sum  had  been  expended,  but  the 
head  works  of  which  had  not  been  completed. 
So  Ions  as  the  Goremment  reserred  the  water 
from  this  source,  so  long  would  any  prirate 
person  be  prerented  from  making  use  of  it.  It 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  rery  undesirable  thing 
tbat,  after  spending  £90,000  on  the  water-race, 
the  proper  use  of  it  should  be  prerented  from 
the  want  of  head  works,  more  especiallr  as  this 
large  supply  of  water  was  now  required  for  the 
new  gofa  field.  At  the  present  moment,  the 
quantity  of  water  coming  down  the  Waimea 
Water-race  was  fifteen  or  twenty  heads,  whereas 
its  full  capacity  was  forty  to  sixty  heads.  He 
therefore  desired  to  ask  the  Goremment  whether 
they  would  be  prepared  to  carry  out  this  scheme 
to  completion,  without  which  tne  race  would  be 
useless  to  the  extent  of  tWo-thirds.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  these  works  should  be  handed  orer  to 
the  county,  but  he  would  point  out  that  to  hand 
orer  to  the  county  the  completion  of  such  an 
important  work,  which  formed  part  of  the  colonial 

Sstem  of  public  works,  would  hare  the  effect  of 
Borbing  tne  whole  rerenue  of  the  county.  He 
therefore  trusted  the  GK)remment  would  be  able 
to  g^re  an  assurance  that  they  would  not  leare 
an  important  work  like  this  in  an  incomplete 
state  when  it  was  so  mwAi  required  on  tiie  gold 
fields. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLBN  said  that,  since  this 
matter  had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Goremment  by  his  honorable  friend,  careful  con- 
sideration had  been  giren  to  the  subject ;  and  it 
had  been  determined,  in  riew  of  the  new  circum- 
stances which  had  arisen  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  water-race,  and  of  the  importance  of  proriding 
water  for  the  new  gold  field,  to  ask  for  authority 
to  complete  the  he^i  works.  That  would  be  done 
with  the  nndentanding  that  if  a  large  expendi- 
ture—as was  certain — would  be  inrolred  in  the 
completion  of  those  works,  the  water-race  itself 
should  be  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  Gknenl 
Goremment  j  and  that  it  should  not,  for  the  pre* 
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sent  at  least,  be  handed  over  to  the  county,  as 
other  works  of  the  same  kind  were  proposed  to 
be  handed  oyer. 

"MATAU." 
The  Hon.  Captein  FBASSR  asked  the  Gb- 
Ternment,  Whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  re- 
port, as  stated  in  the  New  Zealand  Timee  of  the 
9th  instant,  that  great  blame  is  attached  to  the 
Wellington  Customs  authorities  for  permitting  the 
B.8.  "  Matau  "  to  leave  port  with  too  many  passen- 
gers, and  lumbered  with  deck  carso  ? 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  he  had  not  been 
able  to  refer  to  the  particular  article  in  the  Times 
to  which  this  question  referred,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain by  whom  this  great  blame  was  attached  to 
the  authorities  of  the  Wellington  Customs.  His 
honorable  friend  had  not  said  by  whom  the  blame 
had  been  cast  on  the  authorities.  He  held  in  his 
hands  a  memorandum  by  the  Secretary  of  Cus- 
toms, which  he  would  read  to  the  Council.  It 
was  as  follows : — 

"  The  agents  of  the  '  Matau,'  desirous  of  meet- 
ing the  demand  for  passages  to  the  new  rush  at 
the  Kumara,  on  the  West  Coast,  cleared  out  the 
fore-hold  of  that  vessel,  and  covered  the  hatch- 
way with  a  booby  hatch  with  flaps  such  as  are 
used  on  board  of  immigrant  ships ;  the  steerage 
accommodation  having  been  thus  extended,  the 
*  Matau '  was  allowed  to  carry  thirty  passengers 
in  addition  to  the  number  on  her  certificate, 
but  not  more  than  would  be  allowed  under  the 
Proclamation  of  the  16th  May,  1862,  regulating 
the  carriage  of  passengers  between  New  Zealand 
and  Australia.  Her  deck  cargo  consisted  of 
twentv  cases  of  kerosene  and  three  iron  tanks, 
one  01  which  was  filled  with  water  for  the  use  of 
the  extra  passengers." 

That  was  all  the  deck  cargo,  and  it  was  not  a 
very  formidable  one  under  the  circumstances. 

GOVERNMENT    REPRESENTATIVES    IN 
THE  COUNCIL. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that,  in 
view  of  tlie  discussions  they  had  had  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  was  hardly  necessary  to  say  much  more 
upon  the  obvious  necessity  for  having  a  better 
representation  of  the  Government  in  that  Coun- 
cil. But  he  might  observe  that,  with  seven 
Ministers  in  this  country — which  was  an  unrea- 
sonable number  as  compared  with  the  mother 
country  —  the  smallest  consideration  to  that 
CouncU  would  be  that  the  Government  should 
be  represented,  not  by  one,  but  by  at  least  three. 
In  England  inhere  were  six  members  of  the  Cabi- 
net in  the  House  of  Lords  and  six  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  It  was  true  that  in  the  House  of 
Commons  there  were  Under  Secretaries ;  but  the 
Goveminent  was  represented  by  2  per  cent,  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  while  here  it  was  repre- 
sented by  7i  per  cent.,  and  in  that  Council  mev 
had  but  one  member  of  the  Cabinet.  He  desired, 
at  the  same  time  to  say  that  no  one  member 
could  have  better  discharged  the  duties  of  two  or 
three  than  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  so 
long  led  the  debates  in  that  Chamber.  But  as  they 
appeared  to  be  indorsing  the  system  of  such  lai^ga 


Cabinets,  he  thought  it  -was  very  unc 
should  separate  without  pl&cing  on 
belief  that  they  should  have  a  lAfge 
of  Cabinet  Miniiters  in  the  Upper 
that  they  should  not  throw  an.  one  nii 
a  burden  as  he  had  had  to  support  for 
sessions  past.  He  would  not  be  conte 
that  on  record,  but  hoped  tlie  Q-ovemr; 
give  a  distinct  assuranoo  that  in  aiiot 
they  would  find  a  second  member  of  ti 
in  that  Council.  It  was  to  be  regrette 
some  years  it  had  been  the  practice  t 
a  new  member  to  the  Council  na  a 
when  a  new  Government  came  int< 
That  could  have  but  one  effect,  and  t 
to  discourage  honorable  gentlemen  in  th 
cil  from  preparing  themselves  for  talciii/ 
in  the  government  of  the  country,  and 
them  to  take  little  or  no  part  in  the  genci 
tical  parties  of  the  country.  But  that 
wide  question,  and  it  had  nothing  partic 
do  with  his  object  in  moving  the  motion  at 
in  his  name.  The  greatest  reason,  he  ih 
was  that  the  work  was  too  much  for  anj  on 
to  do.  A  second  reason  was  tliafc  it  was  i 
fiiir  that  they  sliould  have  so  large  a  CMnet 
out  greater  representation  being  secured  t< 
branch  of  the  Legislal  ure.  Ho  hoped  t)j  e  hone 
gentleman  representing  the  Government  if 
inform  them  that  it  was  the  intentioD  of  the. 
vernmeut  to  appoint  another  member  of 
Government  in  the  Council,  or  appoint  ano 
member  to  the  Council,  who  would  bo  in 
Cabinet,  to  represent  them  in  future  aesak 
He  did  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
pected  immediate  action  to  follow  his  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  propo.^ed,  "  That 
is  desirable  that  the  Qovemment  of  the  colo: 
should  be  represented  in  this  Council  by  at  lea 
two  responsible  MinisterB."— (J?o».  Colonel  Whi 
more.) 

The  Hon.  Captain  FKASEB  intended  t 
support  the  motion  for  two  reasons— firstly,  (o 
a  political  reason,  and,  secondly,  for  a  huniaiK 
reason.  He  supported  it  for  a  pohtical  reason, 
because  it  would  give  greater  scope  to  the  power 
of  debate  in  the  Council ;  and  he  supported  it  for 
a  humane  reason,  because  there  was  great  \.fi\]iing 
power  in  the  Council,  and  it  was  not  proper  to 
subject  one  man  to  that  power.  There  should  be 
two  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Goremment 
benches — one  to  be  on  duty  while  the  other  slept. 

»  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  there  was  no 
one  who  could  be  more  painfollj  oonscious  than 
he  was  himself  of  the  necessity  which  existed  for 
additional  Ministerial  assistance  in  the  CoMml 
He  need  hardly  remind  honorable  gentlemen  that 
it  was  not  veiy  long  since  the  disposition  oi  the 
Government  to  afford  this  additional  assistance 
was  evinced.    Honorable  gentleman  would  ^nde^ 
stand  that,  for  the  remainder  of  this  session,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  make  arrangements  ioT 
having  another  Minister  in  the  Council ;  bat  he 
ventured  to  express  a  hope  that,  before  another 
session  commenoed,  or  when  it  did  commence, 
the  Government  would  be  rapresented  io  the 
Council  by  two  members.  He  would  sot  dis- 
cuss the  question  with  the  honorahle  graUeaao 
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whether  or  not  there  was  an  unreasonable  num- 
ber of  Ministers  at  present.  All  he  would  say 
was,  that  from  his  personal  knowledge  Ministers 
"were  not  idle,  and  that  in  future  there  was  a 
prospect  of  so  largo  an  addition  of  official  work 
being  imposed  on  the  seyeral  departments  that 
the  probabilitj  was  there  would  rather  be  a 
necessity  for  an  increase  than  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  Ministers. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  reply 
wished  to  allude  to  the  remark  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  not  Ion?  ago  there  was  a  disposi- 
tion shown  to  fall  in  with  the  riews  of  the  Conn- 
ciL  The  only  disposition  of  that  kind  which 
had  been  shown  was  when  nine  Ministers  were 
appointed,  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  Coun- 
cil might  have  two.  He  thought  that  was  far 
from  showing  a  disposition  to  pay  a  compliment 
to  the  Council.  It  was  a  yery  small  bait  to 
induce  them  not  to  complain  of  the  yery  great 
liberty  which  was  taken  with  the  Constitution. 
He  could  see  no  disposition  to  show  the  least 
courtesy  to  the  Council  in  the  action  taken  on 
that  occasion.  There  was  some  such  disposition 
shown  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  was  asked,  at  a 
yery  great  sacrifice  to  himself,  to  act  for  the 
Qoyemment.  He  placed  himself  in  a  yeiy  ano- 
malous and  disagreeable  position  for  the  G-oyem- 
ment,  and  in  doing  so  he  had  placed  the  Council 
under  some  obligation.  But  that  was  a  personal 
obligation  which  members  owed  to  him,  and  not 
to  the  6h>yemment.  With  reference  to  the 
honorable  gentleman's  statement  that  Ministers 
were  not  idle,  he  mnted  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  not  idle ;  but  he  would  ask,  how 
many  Ministers  remained  in  Wellington  when 
they  were  not  obliged  to  be  present  to  attend  to 
their  duties  in  Parliament  P  He  thought  that  if 
the  work  could  go  on  in  the  absence  of  Ministers, 
it  was  eyident  that  there  were  too  many  of  them. 
He  thought  Ministers  oueht  to  be  employed  in 
superyising  business  in  both  Chambers  of  the 
Legislature.  If  in  England  it  was  necessary  to 
haye  half  the  Cabinet  in  the  House  of  Lords,  he 
did  not  see  why  there  should  not  be  more  Minis- 
ters in  the  Council. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PIAKO  SWAMP. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed  on  the 
question,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin  haye 
leaye  to  lay  upon  the  table  of  the  Council  a  plan 
showing  the  extent,  figure,  and  position  of  the 
Waikato-Piako  Swamp  grant  of  87,000  acres. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  was  sorry  the  Hon. 
l£r.  Chamberlin  was  not  in  his  place,  as  he  (Mr. 
Hall)  was  ready  to  giye  the  Council  the  informa- 
tion for  which  the  debate  was  adjourned.  In 
complianoe  with  the  suggestion  which  was  made 
when  this  subject  was  last  under  discussion,  the 
map  had  been  referred  to  the  Suryey  Office,  for 
the  purpose  of  its  being  identified,  and  to  ascer- 
tain its  correctness  or  otherwise.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  memorandum  from  the  draftsman  in 
the  Suryey  Office  on  the  subject,  which,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Council,  ne  would  read,  and 
then  he  would  make  no  objection  to  the  map 
being  laid  on  the  table.    The  map  was  stated  to 


be  a  plan  showing  the  extent,  figure,  and  position 
of  the  Waikato-Piako  Swamp  grant  of  87,000 
acres.     The  memorandum  was  as  follows : — 

"  The  attached  map  is  a  portion  of  sheet  No.  8 
of  the  lithograph  of  Mr.  Meale's  map,  showing 
the  triangulation  conducted  by  him  in  the  Pro- 
yinces  of  Auckland  and  Hawke's  Bay. 

"The  coloured  matter  on  this  map  does  not 
show  the  figure  or  extent  of  the  Waikato-Piako 
Swamp  grant ;  nor  are  the  correct  boundaries  of 
the  86,502  acres  granted  to  the  New  Zealand 
Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency  Company  shown  in 
any  manner  upon  it. 

"  0IBO.  Faiwik, 
"Draftsman,  Crown  Lands  Office." 

Perhaps  the  most  conyenient  course  would  be  for 
him  to  lay  the  memorandum  on  the  table,  that  it 
might  be  seen  with  the  map  itself,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent any  misunderstanding. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES,  after  the  explana- 
tion that  had  been  offered  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall, 
ventured  to  think  it  would  not  be  of  the  slightest 
use  to  lay  the  map  on  the  table,  inasmuch  as  it 
contained  no  information  whatever  in  reference  to 
the  subject  in  question — the  Piako  Swamp.  It 
appeared  to  be  an  anonymous  and  incorrect  map, 
and  would  only  encumber  the  table  if  it  was  laid 
upon  it,  without  giving  any  information. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  thought  that 
when  they  consented  to  documents  being  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  Coundl  there  ought  to  be  some 
distinct  reason  for  the  action  they  adopted  — 
some  distinct  benefit  to  be  derived  from  adopting 
such  a  course  of  procedure.  He  did  not  see  that 
any  benefit  whatever  would  arise  in  this  case. 
On  the  contrary,  their  records  would  be  unduly 
lumbered ;  and  unless  they  got  some  further  in- 
formation from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin,  he 
would  be  inclined  to  vote  against  the  motion. 
He  might  likewise  be  allowed  to  say  they  should 
be  extremely  careful  how  they  extended  this 
practice,  into  which  they  were  gradually  drifting, 
of  permitting  honorable  members  to  lay  upon 
the  table  of  the  Council  documents  of  various 
characters.  It  was  well  known  that  no  evil 
could  arise  in  this  case,  although  no  good  oould 
result ;  but  he  oould  well  understand  that  cases 
might  arise  in  which  much  enl  might  result  from 
the  adoption  of  this  course,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  well  for  them,  in  future,  carefully  to 
guard  this  privilege,  and  not  throw  it  indis- 
criminately open,  unless  there  were  good  reasons 
to  lead  them  to  believe  it  was  desirable  that 
documents  should  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Council  by  private  members. 

Motion  negatived. 

STATE  FORESTS  BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  BUI,  said  he  had  been 
asked  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced it  in  another  place  to  take  charge  of  it  in 
the  Council.  He  thought,  however,  there  was 
very  little  to  be  said  on  this  subject.  The 
Forests  Act,  he  believed,  was  a  little  m  advance 
of  the  age,  and  was  one  of  those  useful  measures 
whieh  should  demand  their  attention  when  the 
country  was  fully  settled,  and  when  a  very  great 
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necessity  arose  to  turn  every  possible  item  to 
aocoant.  It  could  not  be  said  at  the  present 
moment  that  that  time  bad  arrived ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  what  bad  arrived  was  a  great 
diiBcalty  to  make  both  ends  meet  in  this  country. 
It  was  admitted  by  the  Government  that  there 
would  be  a  certain  amount  of  deficit  this  year, 
which  must  be  covered  by  Treasury  bills.  Let 
them  hope  it  would  be  very  small.  He  felt 
confident  eveiy  effort  would  be  made  to  keep 
down  expenditure  as  much  as  possible.  But,  at 
all  events,  at  a  time  when  they  were  avowedly 
not  at  all  in  a  position  to  launch  out  into  im- 
provements which  might  or  miglit  not  be  hereafter 
productive,  they  should  reduce  expend ilure  on 
tentative  undertakings  as  much  as  possible.  For 
that  reason  he  hoped  the  Council  would  agree  to 
read  this  Bill  a  second  time,  and  practically  to 
defer  until  a  future  tune,  when  the  colony  would 
be  in  a  better  position  to  undertake  it,  a  scheme 
which  was  ingenious,  and  possibly  promising,  but 
which  they  were  not  in  a  position  to  take  in 
hand.  There  were  some  dauses  in  the  Act 
which  it  might  be  desirable  to  enact  in  some 
other  Bills,  and  containing  provisions  which  he 
would  be  sorry  to  see  entirelv  wiped  out.  Bu,t 
that  was  a  matter  which  devolved  upon  the 
Government,  and  which  it  was  advisable  should 
rest  with  them.  In  the  meantime,  the  Council 
would  be  doing  good  by  wiping  this  Act  off  the 
Statutes.  He  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
BiU. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  would  oppose  the 
Bill,  as  he  considered  it  would  be  placing  the 
G-ovemment  in  a  very  false  and  unenviable  posi- 
tion. It  was  well  known  that  the  Forests  Act 
was  introduced  twoyears  ago,  and  met  with  the 
approval  of  both  Mouses  of  Parliament.  The 
Government  then  took  action  in  the  matter,  and 
communicated  with  the  Ghovernment  in  India, 
and  obtained  its  sanction  to  an  engagement  with 
one  of  its  most  intelligent  and  aUe  men  in  the 
particular  department  of  State  forests.  This 
gentleman — Captain  Campbell  Walker — came  to 
New  Zealand  on  the  understanding  that  he  was 
to  remain  here  at  least  one  ^ear,  at  a  salary  of 
£800,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  any 
further  engagement  was  to  be  optional  with  both 
parties.  He  believed  that  was  the  agreement 
made.  There  had  been  a  long  correspondence  on 
the  subject  between  the  late  Premier  and  the 
Indian  Government,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  an  act  of  the  greatest  discourtesy,  and  also  a 
breach  of  fiiith,  to  break  the  contract  which  had 
been  entered  into.  What  would  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment or  any  other  Government  say  to  be 
treated  in  that  way  P  Captain  Walker  had 
studied  this  particular  subject  of  forest-planting 
and  conservation  for  many  years.  He  haid  had  a 
great  deal  of  experience  in  France  and  Germany, 
and  had  been  all  through  the  forests  of  India, 
which  extended  all  alon^  the  west  coast,  and  in 
Burmah;  and  his  experience  had  been  so  great 
that  the  colony  would  derive  the  greatest  advan- 
tage from  it.  But,  just  as  Captain  Walker  was 
about  to  make  his  report,  there  was  this  pro- 
posal to  summarily  dispense  with  his  services. 
If  this  officer  were  discharged  before  he  furnished 


his  report,  the  £800  -would  sixnp 
away,  and  the  colony  would  derivo 
from  it  whatever.  On  the  other 
services  of  Captain  Walker  were 
another  year,  they  would  have  a  val 
which  would  be  worthy  their  cozieL 
no  doubt  be  of  the  ereateat  adrai 
country.  They  were  all  aware  that  i 
New  i^aland  were  being  cut  down  az 
in  a  most  lavish  and  wilful  manner, 
this  were  permitted  to  continue,  in  tJ 
time  there  would  be  no  forests  at  f 
knowledge,  this  gentleman  bad  air 
valuable  information  to  the  Governmei 
taken  the  greatest  pains  to  draw  out 
regulations  for  the  establishment  ot  St 
He  was  now  travelling  in  the  North  i 
lec'ting  iuformation,  and  in  a  short  time 
visit  the  South,  and  he  (Colonel  Bret 
hopes  that  during  Captain  Walker's  v 
the  colony  he  would  be  able  to  give  U 
all  the  large  towns,  and  afford  a  grea 
valuable  information  which  would  be  p: 
of  great  advantage  hereafter.  He  spoke 
personal  acquaintance  with  this  gentlen 
was  an  officer  in  his  own  regiment,  in  i 
was  regarded  with  great Tespect  and  este 
looked  upon  as  a  very  smart  and  intelligec 
There  had  been  an  attempt  in  this  town  i 
a  feeling  a^inst  Captain  Walker  on  the  p 
most  scurrilous  paper,  which  pretended  to 
organ  of  the  voice  of  the  inhabitants  of  1^ 
ton.    He  looked  down  with  disdain  upoz 

?Bnny-a-liners  of  the  newspapers  of  Welli 
hey  were  a  disgrace  to  the  whole  < 
No  men  should  be  allowed  to  gWe  boc 
their  unmanly  aiid  cowardly  feelings  towi 
gentleman  who  was  respected  and  eateenn 
all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acqaaiiitaooi 
large  body  of  the  memben  of  the  Parliament 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  caused  this  Bill  to  be  p 
in  another  place ;  and  he  said  thst  when  1 
members  got  a  ^ntleman  to  lerve  them, 
ought  to  treat  hun  as  a  gentlemsn.  He  mo 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  Mcond  time  that 
three  months. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  luggested  that 
was  not  desirable  to  connect  the  oondact  of  mi 
hers  of  the  House  of  BepreientstiTes  in  a  c 
courteous  manner  with  anything  which  mi^ 
come  before  the  Council  in  debate. 

•  The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  hoped  he  wou 
not  be  offending  in  tha^  way  if  he  said  he  b 
lieved  this  matter  was  brought  forward  in  cods 
quence  of  Captain  Campbell  Walker  hanii 
twisted  his  moustaches  a  particular  way.  Ther 
was  no  more  valid  reason  for  this  Bill  than  tha 
certain  people  did  not  like  the  maoDer  in  whicl 
the  Conservator  of  Forests  twisted  bii  mous- 
taches. If  he  bad  twisted  them  any  other  way, 
probably  the  Council  would  oerer  bare  beard 
anything  about  this  meuure.  He  had  seen  s 
great  deal  of  Captain  Walker  during  the  short 
time  he  was  in  Otago— much  more  than  be  had 
seen  of  him  since,  because  his  (Captain  Walker's) 
time  had  been  so  much  occupied  since  be  bad  been 
in  Wellington.  He  was  suretbej  could  not  have 
got  a  better  Curator  of  Forests  than  Captain 
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Walker  if  thej  bad  searched  thronghoufc  the 
whoI«  world.  He  was  a  man  Tery  well  known 
indeed,  and  had  published  a  great  number  of 
works.  He  (Captain  Fraser)  took  him  to  the 
Botanical  Gknlens  in  Dnnedin,  and  told  him  he 
would  be  rery  much  shocked  at  what  he  saw 
there.  He  knew  that  for  seyeral  years  the  Cura- 
tor of  the  Gardens  had  been  kept  there  at  great 
expense,  and  had  made  a  complete  mess  of  it. 
C^itain  Walker  seemed  Tery  much  shocked  at 
what  be  saw  there,  and  particularly  with  the 
Comiferm,  which  had  cost  a  great  deal  of  money. 
The  plants,  which  had  for  a  long  time  past  been 
distributed,  had  been  refused  by  the  people  in 
the  country.  UnUke  other  colonies,  they  did  not 
keep  their  plants  for  special  purposes,  such  as 
for  domains  and  for  police  stations,  but  offered 
them  to  farmers  and  any  one  who  liked  to  take 
tbem.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  plants  had  been  treated  in  infancy, 
the  people  rejected  them  because  they  would  not 
grow.  Before  taking  Captain  Walker  to  the 
uardens,  he  had,  a  few  days  previously,  told  the 
Curator  of  his  intention ;  and  consequently  he 
tiansplanted,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life, 
some  of  the  Couifera.  They  found  the  plants 
with  the  roots,  about  two  feet  long,  curled 
np  in  the  shape  of  the  letter  S.  &at  was 
tne  manner  in  which  the  planting  had  been 
eondueted  at  the  Dunedin  ^otaniod  Gardens. 
As  to  this  Bill,  he  thought  there  was  a  great 
deal  in  the  original  Act  wmch  should  be  retained. 
He  bad  seen  in  his  part  of  the  country  splendid 
loiesta  purposely  destroyed  to  make  way  for 
sheep.  For  no  better  reason  than  to  make  a 
path  for  sheep,  he  had  seen  magnificent  forests 
destroyed — ^utterly  destroying  at  the  same  time 
the  beauty  of  the  oonntiy.  He  had  seen  that 
npon  the  Hawea.  As  soon  as  the  people  who 
bad  a  saw-mill  there  found  they  could  make 
better  wages  elsewhere,  and  as  soon  as  they  left, 
the  whole  forest  by  accident — he  would  not  say 
what  was  the  cause — caught  fire,  and  property  to 
the  ralue  of  thousands  of  pounds  was  destroyed. 
He  asked  the  Superintendent  to  appoint  his 
(Captain  Fraser's)  son  as  ranger  or  curator,  or 
wh^erer  he  might  please  to  call  it,  so  as  to 
protect  the  forest;  but  that  was  not  done.  In 
the  same  way  the  forests  had  been  destroyed  all 
OTcr  Otago.  He  thought  they  would  be  doing  a 
reij  unwise  act  if  they  passed  this  Bill,  which 
had  been  brought  in  ior  no  better  reasqn  than 
that  Captain  Walker  twisted  his  moustaches  in 
a  certain  way. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that  one  of 
the  attributes  of  the  Council,  and  amongst  its 
Tery  highest,  in  his  opinion,  was  its  power  of 
checking  hasty  legislation  ;  and  no  more  striking 
instance  of  hasty  and  unconsidered  legislation 
ooold  be  presented  to  the  Council  than  the  Bill 
which  had  now  been  proposed  by  his  honorable 
and  gallant  friend  for  its  second  reading.  It  was 
two  years  only  since,  after  long  consideration  in 
both  Houses  of  the  Assembly,  the  Forests  Act 
waa  passed.  It  was  not  possible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  any  action  under  that  Act  sooner 
than  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  when  it 
fuccecded  in  obtaining  for  a  year  the  services  of 
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a  gentleman  admitted  on  all  hands,  he  bplicrcd, 
to  bo  the  most  capable  of  giving  iuforniation  ami 
instruction  on  the  subject  of  forestry  whose  ser- 
vices it  was  possible  to  obtain.  It  was  only 
within  a  very  few  months  that  he  hod  been  able 
to  apply  himself  to  the  duties  which  he  under- 
took, and  at  least  it  might  be  urged  that,  before 
proceeding  to  declare  that  the  New  Zealand 
Forests  Act  should  be  repealed,  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  wait  the  result  of  the  inquiries  which 
Captain  Walker  was  now  engaged  in  ihaking.  It 
would  be  better  to  have  his  report  upon  tlie 
forests  of  New  Zealand  before  the  Assembly,  and 
his  suggestions  for  the  management  of  the 
forests,  before  reversing  the  legislation  of  the 
lost  two  years  upon  grounds  such  as  were 
stated  by  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentle- 
man who  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
No  expenditure  other  than  that  which  attended 
the  mission  of  Captain  Walker  had  been  incurred 
by  the  Goremment  on  account  of  the  forests. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  relations  between  Cap- 
tain Walker  and  the  Government  which  would  at 
all  bind  the  colony  for  a  longer  time  than  the 
year  for  which  he  had  obtained  leave,  and  before 
the  dose  of  which  he  proposed  to  make  his  report. 
It  was  competent  for  Captain  Walker  on  tho  one 
hand,  at  the  close  of  his  year's  engagement,  to 
say  he  declined  any  longer  to  remain  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Government,  and  it  was  on  the  other 
hand  competent  for  the  Government  at  that  lime 
to  terminate  their  engagement  with  Captain 
Walker.  It  was  mutually  open  on  both  sides. 
So  that  there  was  no  obligation  upon  the  colony, 
after  the  preliminary  inquiry  had  been  made,  to 
continue  nirther  expenditure  on  account  of  these 
forests  if  the  report  showed  that  such  an  expendi- 
ture was  no  longer  a  desirable  one  to  make.  In  a 
statement  which  was  made  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer in  another  plsce,  it  was  proposed,  as  honor- 
able members  are  aware,  to  withdraw  the  £10,000 
that  was  appropriated  under  the  Act  of  last  year 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Forests  Act,  and  to  take 
it  again  into  the  Consolidated  Revenue,  so  that 
really  there  was  no  expenditure,  except  what  was 
known,  going  on  on  this  subject ;  and  until  the 
Assembly  had  had  an  opportunity  in  another  year 
of  making  themselves  acquainted  with  and  study- 
ing the  result  of  Captain  Walker's  investigations, 
no  further  expenditure  or  liabilities  would  bo  in- 
curred. There  had  been  no  change  in  the  circum- 
stances which  induced  the  Council  to  pass  tho 
Forests  Act ;  there  was  no  change  in  the  view 
of  the  evils  which  the  destruction  of  forests  en- 
tailed upon  the  country;  there  was  no  change 
in  the  view  of  the  advantage  which  might  be  ob- 
tained by  the  proper  utilization  and  management 
of  the  ft>re8ts  of  the  country  ;  and  there  were, 
from  intelligence  which  he  was  sorry  to  say  he 
had  not,  owing  to  his  illness,  been  able  to  study 
with  sufficient  attention  in  order  to  place  it 
before  the  Council,  evidences  of  the  success 
of  the  operations  carried  on  in  a  very  modest 
and  quiet  way  in  South  Australia,  which  were 
quite  sufficient  to  show  that  it  was  worth  while 
for  any  colony  to  take  some  trouble  to  conserve 
and  increase  its  forests.  He  did  not  desire  at  all 
to  bind  the  colony  to  this  Forests  Act.    What 
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he  asked  waa  that  the  Council  woold  not  now 
declare  that  all  that  had  heen  done  in  the  past 
was  a  mistake,  but  that  it  would  allow  the  Act 
to  remain  in  operation  at  least  for  another  year 
by  negati?ing  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill ; 
and  let  them,  with  the  light  Captain  Walker 
would  be  able  to  throw  upon  the  whole  question, 
then  calmly  and  dispassionately  consider  whether 
or  not  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  and  the  interest 
of  the  colony  that  the  course  that  gentleman 
recommended  them  to  pursue  should  or  not  be 
adopted.  He  hoped  the  amendment  of  his  honor- 
able friend  Colonel  Brett  would  be  carried,  and 
the  Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  three  months. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERH0U8E  said,  whether 
this  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  or  not,  the  fact 
would  remain  that  the  coming  into  that  branch  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  Bill,  carried  as  it  had  heen 
through  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes,  was  an 
eyidenoe  that  one  of  their  political  bubbles  had 
hurst — that  the  New  Zealand  Forests  scheme  was 
no  more.  He  did  not  regret  the  collapse  of  this 
measure.  It  was  satisfactory  to  know  that  its 
collapse  did  not  entail  upon  the  colony  any  large 
pecuniary  loss.  He  wished  that  he  could  flatter 
himself  that  other  bubbles  that  had  yet  to  burst 
would  be  attended  with  as  little  injury.  This 
Act  was  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  Legis- 
lature with  a  great  flourish  of  trumpets.  It  was 
instructive  now  to  turn  back  and  see  what  was 
said  upon  the  occasion  of  the  introduction  of  the 
measure  to  the  notice  of  Parliament.  Parliament 
was  seriously  told  that  this  scheme  was  one  to 
enable  the  colony,  witliout  any  other  outlay  than 
that  provided  in  the  Bill,  to  provide  'means  for 
paying  off  its  national  debt.  That  looked  rery 
absurd  of  course,  but  nevertheless  it  was  the  fact. 
The  Hon.  the  Premier,  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  intro- 
duced the  Bill  into  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  a  speech  which  occupied  fifteen  pages  of 
Hdntard,  and  he  entered  into  some  calculations 
to  show  how,  through  a  system  of  forest-planting, 
the  colony  might  pay  off  its  national  debt  in 
thirty-five  years ;  and  he  wound  up  his  observa- 
tions with  some  few  remarks,  which  at  this  time 
it  might  be  well  that  the  Council  should  not 
altogether  overlook.     Sir  Julius  Vogel  said, — 

"  I  am  sure  that  it  would  be  a  pleasing  thing 
for  us  to  be  able  to  say  to  those  who  come  after 
us,  *  We  have  borrowed  money  by  which  to  cover 
the  country  with  railways ;  we  have  taken  care 
not  to  injure  its  climate ;  and  we  now  hand  to 
you,  in  these  forest*,  a  magnificent  property 
which  will  more  than  pay  the  liabilities  we  have 
devolved  upon  you.* " 

And  again  he  said,  "  As  far  as  can  be  done  by 
the  Bill,  we  put  upon  State  forests  the  charge  of 
repaying  the  public  debt  of  the  colony  incurred 
for  the  construction  of  railways."  And  yet 
again  he  said, — 

**  I  confess,  too,  I  should  feel  pride  if  this 
Parliament,  which  has  done  so  much  to  develop 
the  policy  of  constructing  public  works,  be  not 
allowed  to  pass  away  without  being  able  to  point 
to  the  fact  that  it  liad  not  only  made  provision 
for  public  works,  but  had  also  provided  means  of 
paying  for  them — that  it  was  handing  down  to 


the  future  not  alone  the  debt  repiresexx  ! 
public  works,  but  a  magnificent    prope 
more  ralue  than  the  railways   theizisd^ei! 
After  those  magnificent  expectations   i 
forth,  a  Bill  repealing  that  measure  ]i£MJ 
troduced,  and,  in  spite  of  tlie  oppositi'ci 
Government,  who  were  naturally  opposes 
repeal  of  an  Act  to  which  theyr  had    been 
it  passed  through  the  House  of  Rep  rose  i 
Honorable  members  might  well  ask  lio%\' 
that  his  scheme  had  broken  down  bo  si^zih 
was  in  consequence  of  their  legi&lAting 
effect  to  schemes,  instead  of  legislation^   I 
effect  to  well-matured  measures.      Tlie  hoi 
gentleman   who    introduced     the     ^ew    Z^ 
Forests  scheme  had  no  practical  knowledge 
ever  of  the  subject  he  took  up.     If  e  siinpl; 
it  up  as  he  took  up  any  other  sulyect ;   and 
time  he  managed  to  impress  the  X/egisIatur 
the  public  witli  the  idea  that  the  scheme  h 
introducing  was  to  be  the  salvation  of  the  co 
Had  that  legislation  been  the  result   of  mt 
deliberation,  the  House  would  not  now  be 
sidering  the  advisability  of  passing  a  repeii 
Act.     He  (Mr.  Waterhouse)   voted   against 
Forests  Bill  when  it  vras  brought  down,  avc 
would  vote  for  the  repealing  Bill  now  ;    but., 
the  same  time,  he  agreed  with  the  ^on. 
Colonial  Secretaiy  that  it  might  be  desirabJ^ 
postpone  the  formal  repeal  of  this  measure  : 
twelve  months,  because,  if  they  kept  the  measi 
on  the  Statute  Book,  the  subject  would  come  I 
fore  them  again,  and,  when  it  did  bo,  it  might  I 
in  connection  with  some  good  scheme  for  the  co 
servation  of  forests.    At  present  there  was  no  ii 
timation  on  the  part  of  the  Qovernment  of  an 
intention  to  bring  forward  such  a  measure  as  h 
had  referred  to.     It  was  quite  clear  that  then 
should  be  some  legislation  on  the  subject,  and  i^ 
should  be  of  Che  same  character  as  that  whicL 
existed  in  Europe  with  reference  to  the  felling 
of  timber.     It  should  be  provided  that  timber 
should  only  be  cut  down  in  certain  seasons,  and 
that  it  should  not  be  sold  to  the  public  until  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  had  elapsed  for  properly 
seasoning*  it.     By  legislating  in  that  way,  they 
would  be  taking  a  great  8t«p  towards  the  preset- 
vation  of  our  forests.      Eferybody   knew  that 
seasoned  timber  would  last  two  or  Ihree  times  as 
lone  as  unseasoned  timber,  and  in  this  city  be 
could  point  out  pretentious  and  substantial-look- 
ing erections  which  were  fast  going  to  ruin  be- 
cause they  were  painted  while  the  timber  was 
still  green,  thereby  interfering  with  the  regular 

Srocess  of  seasoning.    If  the  timber  were  cut 
own  only  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  and 
if  people  were  forbidden  to  sell  timber  until  it 
had.  been  cut  down  for  a  certain  time,  aveiy  great 
deal  of  good  would  be  done.    The  ei&mph  set  hj 
the  Colony  of  South  Australia  might  be  followed. 
His  honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary  ap- 
peared to  be  under  some  misapprebsnsion  mth 
regard   to  what  had  been  done  in  that  colonj. 
Nothing  had  been  done  but  to  set  aside  certain 
blocks  of  land  as  forest  reserves,  and  to  p/oagA 
1,000  acres  of  land  with  the  view  of  planting 
timber    this    year.      He    beliered  that  about 
140,000   acres   of  land,,  in   blocks  of  iOfiOO 
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ftCTM  each,  bad  been  set  aside  as  forest  reserres. 
IHe  lease  of  one  of  those  blocks,  situated  about 
140  or  150  miles  north  of  Adelaide,  was  re- 
oentljr  submitted  to  auction,  and  brought  some- 
thing like  3s.  per  acre,  the  lessee  beine  bound  at 
the  same  time  to  fence  in  the  whole  of  the  land. 
Stepe  had  been  taken  for  planting  that  block  in 
the  coming  season  ;  and,  as  funds  accrued  from 
the  rental  of  those  reserves,  still  more  extensive 
■tepa  would  be  taken  in  the  same  direction.  He 
thcKight  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand  might 
kgialata  in  the  same  direction  with  advanti^e. 
lliere  were  treeless  plsfins,  especially  in  the 
SoQiLem  Island,  which,  in  the  interests  of  the 
eolonj,  should  be  planted  out  as  far  as  possible. 
He  thought  it  desirable  that  in  their  land  laws 
they  ahould  provide  that  a  certain  percentage  of 
the  land  revvnuea  should  be  devoted  to  planting 
out  tracts  of  land  in  such  localities.  He  repeated 
that  it  might  not  be  desirable  at  the  present  time 
to  take  the  Forests  BUI  oft  the  Statute  Book. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  would  not  have 
spoken  had  not  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  re- 
fared  to  the  scheme  embodied  in  the  New  Zea- 
land Forests  Act  as  a  political  bubble.  He  would 
admit  that  the  great  expectations  shadowed  forth 
in  the  extracts  from  the  late  Premier's  speech, 
which  had  been  read  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, were  visionary.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
tfnannal  results  there  predicted  were  likely  to  be 
lealiscd,  but  still  he  contended  that  the  idea 
which  was  embodied  in  the  New  Zealand  Forests 
Aet  did  not  deserve  to  be  called  a  "bubble." 
He  thought  the  idea  was  a  good  one,  and  well 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  Legislature.  Sir 
Julias  Vogel  had  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time 
to  the  subject,  and  had  collected  a  large  amount 
of  valuable  information  with  regard  to  it ;  and 
though,  as  he  had  already  said,  he  did  not  believe 
that  gentleman's  expectations  would  be  realized, 
yet  he  felt  that  the  colony  vras  under  a  great  obli- 
gation to  him  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken.  He 
would  not  trouble  the  Council  with  any  length- 
ened remarks  now,  because  they  were  practically 
not  going  to  deal  witli  the  question.  This  was 
Dot  the  SnU  time  the  subject  had  come  before  the 
Legislature,  and  he  hopea  it  would  yet  occupy  a 
good  deal  of  attention.  He  had,  while  travelling 
ktely,  been  struck  by  the  remarkable  difference 
between  those  countries  in  which  forestry  had 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  6K>vemment,  and 
those  in  wbioh  nothing  had  been  done  in  the 
direction  of  conserving  the  forests.  Travelling 
in  Burope,  one  could  tell,  as  he  jpassed  from  State 
to  State,  whether,  the  sereral  Governments  took 
eare  of  their  forests  or  not.  In  the  State  where 
so  steps  were  taken  to  preserve  the  forests,  the 
eoontry  was  arid,  there  was  an  absence  of  timber 
on  the  hills,  the  streams  were  scanty,  and  the 
mountains  presented  a  bare  and  miserable  ap- 
pearance I  but  in  the  State  where  attention  was 
paid  to  the  forests,  there  was  abundance  of 
timber,  the  land  was  well  watered,  and,  alto- 
gether, the  oountiy  presented  a  more  fruitful  and 
fertile  appearance.  He  thought  that  they  were 
seriously  neglecting  their  duty  in  that  respect  in 
Kew  Zealand ;  and,  to  his  own  knowledge,  there 
were  parts  of  the  colony  which  had  greatly  de- 


teriorated in  value,  simply  because  attention  had 
not  been  given  to  the  conservation  of  the  forests. 
They  should  do  so,  even  if  they  made  a  financial 
sacrifice :  if  thoj  did  not  do  so,  those  who  came 
after  them  would  have  very  good  cause  for  com- 
plaint. Therefore,  if  it  were  only  in  the  light  of 
a  protest  against  putting  this  subject  on  one  side, 
ho  would  vote  with  his  honorable  and  gallant 
friend  Colonel  Brett.  Ho  would  be  glad  to  see 
the  Council  raise  its  voice  against  the  abandon- 
ment of  such  an  important  subject;  and  would 
have  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  that  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  had  voted 
against  the  New  Zealand  Forests  Bill  when  it 
was  first  introduced,  because  he  looked  upon  it 
as  a  sham.  He  quite  agreed  that  they  should 
have  accurate  information  as  to  the  state  of 
the  forests  in  the  country,  and  that  they  should 
take  steps  to  secure  the  preservation  of  their 
forests ;  but  he  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
create  a  new  and  very  expensive  department  for 
that  purpose.  As  far  as  a  report  on  the  forests 
of  the  colony  was  concerned,  he  thought  it  would 
have  been  far  bettor  to  have  obtained  one  from 
some  person  who  had  an  acquaintance  with  the 
colony  and  the  different  kinds  of  timber,  &c., 
than  to  import  a  gentleman  from  another  country 
at  a  very  large  expense.  He  knew  of  one  gentle- 
man in  this  town  who,  he  undertook  to  say, 
would  before  this  have  produced  a  more  valu- 
able report  than  Captain  Campbell  Walker  could. 
He  had  not  the  pleasure  of  Captain  Walker's 
acquaintance,  but  he  had  no  doubt  he  was  a 
competent  and  efficient  officer  ;  but  still  he  had 
had  no  experience  of  New  Zealand  or  its  forests. 
If  somebody  who  understood  the  country  had  been 
sent  with  that  gentleman,  the  cost  of  the  report 
would  doubtless  have  been  money  well  spent. 
The  fiict  was  that  Captain  Walker  had  been 
placed  in  a  false  position.  He  had  been  brought 
away  from  his  own  country  in  order  to  make 
certain  investigations,  and  he  actually  required  an 
interpreter  in  order  that  he  might  do  his  work. 
He  thought  it  would  be  much  better  not  always 
to  fly  to  the  expedient  of  creating  a  new  depart- 
ment, but  to  utilize  the  talent  already  at  hand. 
He  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  that 
this  Forests  Bill  could  do  no  particular  harm  in 
remaining  on  the  Statute  Book  for  another  year, 
but  at  the  same  time  he  considered  that  it  was 
not  the  duty  of  the  G-overnment  to  keep  a  mori- 
bund Act  on  the  Statute  Book — especially  an 
Act  which  must  come  to  grief  in  another  year, 
as  he  was  sure  would  bo  the  case  with  this ;  nor 
did  he  think  they  were  paying  a  very  high  com- 
pliment to  the  Ghovemment,  if  they  assumed  that 
the  maintenance  of  this  Bill  on  the  Statute  Book 
was  necessary  in  order  to  make  sure  that  they 
would  give  attention  to  the  matter  during  the 
recess,  and  bring  in  a  practical  measure  next 
session.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  bury 
the  Bill  and  the  expectations  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel, 
as  read  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  together. 
They  should  not  believe  in  the  dream  that  the 
State  Forests  Act  of  1874  would  extricate  pos- 
terity from  the  national  debt  of  the  colony. 
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The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  that  if  the 
State  Forests  Act  were  repealed,  he  was  afraid 
that  Captain  Campbell  Walker  would  have  an 
action  against  the  G^oyemment.  The  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  was  slightly  mistaken  in  his 
yiews  on  this  matter.  The  engagement  was  cer- 
tainly only  for  one  year ;  but  there  was  this  under- 
standing — a  written  understanding — that  if  the 
Government  chose  they  could  keep  him  on  for 
three  years ;  and  if  this  measure  were  repealed, 
Parliament  would  take  that  power  away  from 
the  Goyernmeni,  and  Captain  Campbell  Walker 
would  haye  fair  grounds  for  action  against  the 
Goyemment.  He  was  told,  upon  the  yery  best 
authority,  that  this  was  the  case — that  Captain 
Walker  would  haye  a  good  claim  for  compensa- 
tion if  the  Bill  were  carried.  Therefore  he  iioped 
that  the  Bill  would  be  thrown  out,  if  it  was 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  him  from 
haying  any  claim  for  compensation  in  the  future. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  would  vote  against 
this  Bill;  but  he  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to 
bring  down  a  BiU  next  session  that  would  have 
the  effect  of  conserving  the  forests  that  already 
existed  in  the  colony.  The  Act  which  this  Bill 
proposed  to  repeal  applied  mainly  to  the  forests 
which  had  been  proposed  to  be  made,  and  not  to 
those  which  were  already  in  existence. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB  had  hoped 
the  Council  would  have  been  able  to  discuss  this 
Bill  without  introducing  the  name  of  the  gentle- 
man who  had  come  out  from  India  to  start  the 
planting  of  forests  in  this  colony.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  that  anything  that  could  be  said  in  his 
favour  was  well  deserved.  He  did  not  think  that 
any  more  competent  gentleman  could  have  been 
found  for  the  position.  In  England,  Captain 
Walker's  opinion  was  considered  of  some  import- 
ance, and  in  Vienna  he  was  considered  to  oe  so 
competent  to  give  an  opinion  on  certain  subjects 
that  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  judges  at  the  Ex- 
hibition. He  (Colonel  Whitmore)  was  not  pre- 
judiced against  Captain  Campbell  Walker,  but  he 
certainly  was  prejudiced  against  the  Bill.  He 
thought  it  was  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  who  said 
that  some  person  who  understood  forestry  in 
New  Zealand  should  have  been  sent  elsewhere  to 
learn  something,  and  then  be  brought  back  to 
make  a  report  on  the  forests  of  New  Zealand  in- 
stead of  Captain  Walker. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAKTELLrose  to  explain  that 
what  he  said  was  that  they  could  have  found  a 
person  capable  of  producing  a  better  report. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB  had  under- 
stood the  honorable  gentleman  to  say  that  it 
would  have  been  better  to  send  a  gentleman  who 
understood  New  Zealand  to  study  elsewhere,  and 
then  come  back  to  New  Zealand  and  report  on 
the  forests  of  the  colony.    What  he  wanted  to 

S^int  out  was,  that  this  was  precisely  what  the 
ovemment  of  India  did  in  the  case  of  Captain 
Campbell  Walker.  There  were  a  great  many 
persons  in  New  2^aland  who  had  devoted  a  con-  > 
siderable  amount  of  time  to  the  subject,  and 
who  would  have  been  willing  to  give  their  services 
in  the  same  way  as  Captain  Walker.  With 
reference   to   the  creation  of  a  department  to  ' 


plant  new  forests  in  Ne^vr   Ze&l&nd, 
was  that  they  were  not  yet   in   &    fixiii 
tion   to  undertake  such    a    tfaing^.        Ci 
which  existed  already  were   sufficient 
the  attention  of  the  GoTemment ;    and 
of  launching  into  such  a  scheme  as   thi 
Premier  had  appointed  some  person  to  p 
existing  forests,  it  would  have  been  mui 
He  thought  that,  if  theyr   passed   Bozae 
which  would  protect  the    existing^   forei 
being  wasted,  they  would  be  doin^  as  mui 
circumstances  of  the  colony  would  allow 
do  at  present.    The  Hon.  the  Coionial  S 
had  said  that  the  usefulness   of  this   bri 
the  Legislature  was  to  prevent  bastj  leg-i 
Now,  the  original  Bill,  when  introduced 
hurriedly,  had  been  passed  in  another  pi 
almost  two  to  one.    It  was  neoesssiythe  C 
should  give  the  repeal  Bill  very  careful  coi 
ation.    It  seemed  to  be  the  universal  wial 
this  costly  department  should  not  be  createc 
that  a  Bill  should  be  passed  which  would  ha.} 
effect  of  wiping  it  off  the  Statute  Book.     B 
lieved  that  to  be  the  view  of  the  greater  pi 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  he  was  eqi 
sure  they  could  not  carry  out  the  provision 
this  Act  with  the  means  at  their  disposal, 
the  Financial  Statement  made  by  the  Colo 
Treasurer  the  previous  evening,  he  noticed  that 
£10,000  voted  for  the  Forests  Department  I 
already,  before  this  Bill  was  passed,  been  tal 
away.     Such  were  the  necessities  of  the  covmi 
that  everything  not  urgently  required  they  mi 
do  without.     It  was  their  duty  to  set  their  fac 
against  such  a  proposal  as  that  oontaiied  in  tl 
original  Act,  wnich  no  one  pretended  they  coul 
carry  out  at  the  present  time,  and  which  migh 
authorize  a  great  deal  of  useless  expenditure 
For  these  reasons  he  asked  the  Council  to  sup 
port  the  Bill.    He  had  been  asked  to  take  charge 
of  it  a  day  or  two  ago,  without  haying  had  an 
opportunity  of  studying  the  subject  verj  deeply; 
but  on  financial  ground  alone,  he  felt  bound  not; 
to  refuse  to  undertake  the  duty.    He  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Bill  further  than  undertaking  to 
introduce  it  into  the  Council,  bat  he  was  just  as 
much  in  favour  of  it  as  if  it  was  his  own  BiU. 
He  thought  it  was  their  doty  to  support  this, 
and  every  other  measure  that  had  the  character 
of  diminishing  expenditure,  unless  it  was  clearly 
shown  that  it  would  imperil  the  efficiency  of 
the  public  service.     They  were  bound  to  take  an 
economical  view  of  all  questions,  and  to  pass  all 
legislation  which  would  curtail  expenditure. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word '  now,'  proposed 
to  be  omitted,  do  stand  part  of  theouestion;"  on 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         9 

Noes         22 


Majority  against . . . 

Atis. 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Pharacyn, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  BusBelly 


...      18 

Mr.  Scotland, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Waterhoase, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 
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N0B8. 


Mr.  AcUnd, 
CapUin  BaUlie, 
Mr.  Booar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  OunpbeU, 
Mr.  Sdwaidfl, 
Cbptain  Frmaer, 
Pr.  Onuwy 
Mr.Gmr, 
Mr.Hsll, 
Mr.Hmrt, 


Hr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Qt.  B.  Johnson, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Lient.-Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Menxies, 

Mr.  Kune, 

Mr.  Pateraon, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Bhodee, 

Major  Biohmond,  O.B. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  montha. 

OHINBMUBI  AGBICULTUBAL  LEASES 
BILL. 
•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  monng  the 
seeond  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  had  pass^  the 
Hooee  of  BepresentatiTes,  where  it  was  intro- 
dneed  by  his  Honor  the  Superintendent  of  Auck- 
land. Its  object  was  to  Talidate  certain  agrioul- 
toral  leases  which  were  issued  br  his  Honor  the 
Superintendent  as  the  delegate  of  His  Excellency 
the  Gk>Temor.  Honorable  gentlemen  would  no 
doabt  hare  noted  the  Tery  portentoas  preamble, 
in  which  it  appeared  to  him  a  great  many  words 
hare  been  wasted.  The  hj^  might  be  put 
into  a  nutshell.  He  had  taken  charge  of  the  Bill, 
because  it  was  a  matter  of  considerable  im- 
portance indeed  to  the  pnblic,  and  also  of  con- 
sideimble  importance  to  about  135  persons  who 
had  obtained  leasee  or  promises  of  leases  for  land 
in  the  district.  Honorable  gentlemen  no  doubt 
had  all  heard  of  Ohinemuri,  and  of  the  great 
cxpectationB  that  were  hoped  to  be  realized 
mm  the  opening  of  the  gold  field — expectations 
which  had  Deen  greatly  halted  and  exaggerated 
owing  to  the  d^culties  and  delays  which  oh- 
siructed  the  desire  of  the  miners  to  be  put  in 
poseeeeion  of  the  country.  In  February,  1875, 
after  many  negotiations  and  the  expenditure  of  a 
great  deal  of  moner,  the  Natives  of  Ohinemuri 
were  induced  to  cede  a  block  of  land,  described  in 
the  schedule  of  this  Bill,  for  gold  mining  pur- 
poeec.  He  was  present  with  the  Natiye  Minister 
on  the  occasion  when  that  agreement  was  made ; 
and,  while  he  was  still  there,  news  arriTed 
at  Ohinemuri  of  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Wil- 
liamson,  who  was  then  exercising  the  delegated 
authority  of  the  Gbyemor  under  the  Gk>ld  fields 
Act.  There  being  no  local  authority  there,  the 
Gorreraor  was  pleased  to  delegate  his  authority 
to  him  (Dr.  Pollen),  who  was  on  the  spot.  On 
the  6th  March,  Ohinemuri  was  proclaimed  a  gold 
field,  and  all  the  necessary  regulations  for  bring- 
ing the  Act  into  force  were  issued.  The  gold 
field  was  prochumed  under  "The  Gh>ld  Fields 
Act,  1866,"  notwithstanding  that  the  Gold 
Mining  Districts  Act  was  in  operation  in  the 
districts  dose  to  Ohinemuri.  The  gold  field 
waa  belieyed  to  be  of  an  alluvial  character, 
and  it  was  thought  better,  in  the  interests  of 
the  present  and  mture  inhabitants,  to  proclaim 
the  gold  field  under  the  Act  of  1866  rather 
tiian  under  the  Gold  Mining  Districts  Act.    The 


fifth  part  of  the  Act  of  1866  prescribed  the 
mode  in  which  agricultural  leases  should  be 
granted  upon  land  set  apart  for  that  purpose  in 
gold-mining  districts,  and  it  proyided  that  no 
portions  of  tiiat  section  should  be  brought  into 
operation  except  by  ProoUmation  of  the  Goyer- 
nor,  and  that  no  such  Proclamation  was  to  be 
issued  except  upon  the  request  of  the  Superin- 
tendent and  Prorincial  Council  of  any  proyinoe. 
In  the  May  following  the  proclamation  of  this 
gold  field,  the  Proyincial  Council  of  Auckland 
was  in  session.  Excepting  the  production  of 
a  little  official  scandal,  the  opening  of  the 
Ohinemuri  G^ld  Field  had  not  any  satisfaotory 
results.  The  expectations  formed  of  it  in  the 
first  instance  were  by  no  means  realized  by  the 
experience  of  the  first  two  or  three  months' 
operations  on  the  field.  Whether  or  not  the 
attention  of  the  Proyincial  Cbyemment  was  not 
sufficiently  directed  to  the  steps  which  were 
necessaiy  to  be  taken  to  bring  the  agricultural 
clauses  into  operation  in  the  prorinoe,  he  could 
not  say ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  no  application  was 
made  by  the  Superintendent  or  Proyincial  Council 
to  haye  that  portion  of  the  Act  of  1866  brought 
into  operation  in  the  Prorince  of  Auckland ;  and 
consequently,  when  it  became  necessary  after- 
wards to  issue  agricultural  leases,  there  was  no 
lawful  authority  to  issue  them.  There  was  some 
correspondence  of  the  usual  recriminatory  cha- 
racter in  which  the  6K)vemment  had  from  time 
to  time  been  unfortunately  inyolyed  with  his 
Honor  the  Superintendent  of  Auckland ;  and 
finally  a  proposal  was  made  that  the  Gorem- 
ment  would  undertake  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  yali- 
date  any  leases  which  his  Honor  might  issue, 
with  the  adrice  and  consent  of  his  Executiye 
Council,  on  the  Ohinemuri  Gold  Field.  This  was 
in  June,  1875  ;  but  the  last  session  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  was  allowed  to  pass  without  any 
proposition  being  made  on  the  part  of  the  Auck- 
land Proyincial  Goyernment  to  haye  those  leases 
validated.  On  the  15th  July,  his  Honor  the 
Superintendent  issued  regulations  for  granting 
agricultural  leases  within  the  Ohinemuri  Gt>ld 
Field  under  the  terms  of  clause  5  of  the  deed  for 
the  acquisition  of  that  block  procured  from  the  Na- 
tives in  February,  1875,  which  regulations  were 
meant  to  be  brought  before  the  General  Assembly 
of  New  Zealand.  Those  regulations  did  not 
purport  to  be  made  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1866  at  all.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  went  entirely  beyond  the 
limitations  imposed  by  that  Act,  and  in  short 
had  no  lawful  sanction  of  any  kind.  The  Gbld 
Fields  Act  provided  that  those  agricultural  leases 
should  not  have  a  longer  currency  than  seven 
years.  Those  leases  issued  by  his  Honor  the 
Superintendent  of  Auckland,  on  his  own  autho- 
rity, were  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years. 
This  Bill  proposed  to  validate  those  leases,  and  it 
mroposed  also  to  apply  the  fifth  part  of  "  The 
Gold  Fields  Act,  1866,^*  to  the  Gbld  Mining  Dis- 
tricts Act  which  was  now  in  operation  over  the 
Ohinemuri  Gh>ld  Fields,  and  which  made  no  pro- 
vision for  the  issue  of  agricultural  leases.  The 
consequence  of  this  arrangement,  if  it  were  car- 
ried out,  would  be  that  there  would  be  on  that 
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gold  field  two  systems  of  leasing,  one  for  twenty- 
one  years  and  another  for  seven  years,  which 
would  be  a  yeiy  inconyenient  arrangement  in- 
deed. It  would  therefore  be  neoessa^  to  make 
considerable  alterations  in  this  Bill,  and  he  would 
ask  the  Council  to  allow  it  to  be  read  a  second 
time  now,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  affirming  the 
principle  that,  a  Toiy  large  number  of  people  hav- 
ing been  induced  to  take  up  those  leases,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  make  some  legal  provision  for 
securing  to  them  the  tenure  of  their  holdings. 
If  the  Council  would  allow  it  to  be  read  a  seoond 
time,  he  would  not  ask  for  its  committal  for  some 
days,  and  he  would  submit  it  to  the  Law  Officers 
to  give  it  proper  shape,  and  to  bring  it  into  con- 
formity as  far  as  poMible  with  the  Act  of  1866. 
Bill  read  a  seoond^ime. 

OAMAEU  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 
*  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  was  happy  to  see  that 
members  seemed  to  take  great  interest  in  it.  It 
was  an  important  matter  relating  to  a  very  rising 
township,  and  one  which  had  always  been  viewed 
with  favour  by  the  House.  The  Bill  was  promoted 
by  the  Borough  Council  of  the  Town  of  Oamaru, 
its  object  being  the  construction  of  a  tramway 
to  connect  the  main  line  of  railway  between 
Dunedin  and  Oamaru  with  the  shipping  port  of 
the  latter  place,  passing  through  part  of  the 
town.  This  work  would  be  a  great  public  con- 
venience to  a  very  large  section  of  the  community. 
That  fact  seemed  to  have  raised  a  feeling  of  op- 
position to  the  Bill  in  another  portion  of  the 
community,  as  was  evidenced  that  day  by  a 
petition  presented  to  the  Council  against  the  Bill, 
and  signed  by,  lie  thought,  150  inhabitants  of 
Oamaru.  He  thought  it  only  right  ho  should 
inform  the  Council  that  a  petition  in  favour  of 
the  Bill,  signed  by  350  inhabitants,  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
where  the  Bill  had  been  considered  by  a  Com- 
mittee, and  favourably  reported  on.  Therefore, 
BO  &r  as  the  petitioners'  numbers  went,  those  in 
favour  of  the  tramway  had  a  very  considerable 
majority.  Under  ordinaiy  circumstances  this  was 
a  matter  which  would  not  require  to  come  before 
Parh'ament  at  all.  It  might  be  in  the  recollection 
of  honorable  members  that  in  the  year  1872 
an  Act  was  passed,  called  the  Tramways  Act, 
and  under  that  Act  application  was  made  in 
the  course  of  last  year,  by  some  persons  who 
were  willine  to .  construct  this  tramway,  to  the 
Superintendent,  in  whom  the  reserves  at  that 
time  were  vested,  asking  his  permission  to  allow 
this  tramway  to  be  constructed  over  the  reserve, 
which  he  thought  he  was  correct  in  stating  was 
set  apart  for  public  purposes.  This  permission 
was  granted  by  the  Superintendent,  but  subject 
to  a  report  by  a  Select  Committee  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Council.  But  before  that  Committee 
reported,  another  Bill  was  passed  by  this  Legis- 
lature, called  the  Oamaru  Town  Hall  and 
Gasworks  Sites  Act,  which  passed  through  the 
Council,  dealing  with  the  purposes  of  this  reserve, 
and  setting  apart  the  reserve  in  question  for 
public  recreation;  and  hence  the  necessity  for 
coming  to  Parliament  now  to  ask  permission  to 


construct  the  tramway  tlirough   ck  ccr  I 
of  this  reserve.     He   hoped    tho    Oov 
recollect  that,  previous    to    tliis^    the 
the  Superintendent,  in  -wliom    t&e   rot 
vested,  had  been  obtained    for  laying 
way  over  the  reserve.     Ho  apprehendc 
motors  of  that  work    were     not     avra 
important  change    then     bein^     xnade^ 
would  have  heanl  more  about  it  wh^i 
was    before    them    last     session.       The 
through  which  this  tramwaj    was    pro 
run  was  laid  out  on  the  plan  in  his  h, 
really  affected  in  no  material  waj  the  iai 
had  been  set  apart  for  recreation  pnrpot 
fiact,  the  main  portion  of  the  land  throug 
this  tramway  was   proposed    to    run  wa 
that  which  it  was    intended    to    set   ap 
gasworks.      Objection    was    taken    to    gt 
being  erected  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  i 
that  reason  alone  he  thought    the    pert 
vras  not  granted.     If  the  works  had  not  be 
jectionable  in  themselves,  he  did  not  ihin 
material  objection  would  have  been  taken 
House  to  granting  this  piece  of  land  for  tba 
pose,  and  therefore  he  could   not  see  wh) 
great  objection  should  be  made  to  aIIow'wi 
construction  of  this  tramway,  which  would 
great  public   convenience.      Probably,  when 
matter  came  to  be   thoroughly  investigated 
no  doubt  it  would  be,  by  the  Waste  Lands  C 
mittce,  they  would  be  able  to  get  evidence  on 
point ;  but,  so  far  as  he  was  informed  at  prest 
the  ground  was  practically  unused  for  tho  purp 
of  public  recreation.    Additional  care  seemed 
bo  taken  that  no  advantage  should  bo  taken  oi 
the  public  in  any  way  by  undue  haste.     Bcfc 
any  steps  could  be  taken,  adTerlisements  wou 
have  to  be  published,  stating  that  it  was  the ;/ 
tention  of  the  Corporation  to  construct  a  tran 
way,  and,  if  within  fourteen  dajs  of  that  Urn 
one-half  of  the  ratepayers  of  Oamaru  lodged  t 
memorial  with  the  Corporation  against  its  eon 
struction,  it  was  not  proposed  tliat  the  tnunwsj 
should  be  constructed.     Further  prorision  was 
made  that,  if  the  work  was  constructed  hy  any 
private  individuals,  there  should  be  foil  power 
for  the   Minister  for  Public  Works  to  arrange 
for   the   free   traffic  of  all  Goremment  trucks, 
engines,  and   rolling   stock  of  say  kind  what- 
ever,  over   the  line  of  tramway.     The  pubii'c 
interests  were  in  every  way  protected  in  tlie  Bill. 
If  permission  was  not  given  to  allow  the  tnun- 
way  to  pass  over  this  small  section  o{  the  retorre, 
the  only  other  alternative  line  would  be  along 
one  of  tho  principal  streets,  which  would  necessi- 
tate the  construction  of  a  turntable  in  the  streets, 
with  a  branch   line  to  the  railwsy.   This,  he 
thought,  would  be  found  to  be  a  much  greater  in- 
convenience than  allowmg  a  Une  of  tramway  to 
run  over  a  piece  of  unoccupied  ground.   It  would 
also  be  the  means  of  saving  the  expense  at  present 
incurred  by  many  people  residing  there  m  the 
carriage  of  goods,  and  probably  that  would  a^ 
count  for  some  of  the  oppition  nised  against 
this  Bill.      The  oonstruotion  of  this  tmmvay 
would  also  have  the  effect  of  reliering  the  streets 
of  Oamaru  of  a  great  amount  of  hea^  traffi<>-s 
result  whioh  must  oommend  itself  u  being  s 
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matter  of  importanoe  to  the  Corpoimtion  and 
xmtemjen  of  the  town.  He  trusted  the  Council 
would  tee  its  way  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes  not 
onlr  of  the  Corporation,  bat  of  such  a  large  sec- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  as  had  already  intimated 
their  dcaire  that  the  Bill  should  pass.  He  need 
not  tell  the  Council  that  Oamaru  was  a  risine 
pimot,  and  that  the  harbour  works  there  had 
proTed  of  immense  benefit  The  population,  he 
beliered,  had  nearly  trebled  during  a  very  few 
years,  and  it  promised  to  become  a  town  of  very 
eoaaiderahle  importanoe.  He  was  sure  there  was 
an  abeolate  necessity  for  connecting  the  jetty  and 
the  harhonr  works  which  were  now  in  course  of 
coosiruetioo,  with  the  main  line  of  railway ;  and 
he  thought  that  should  at  once  commend  itself  to 
the  Council  as  a  most  desirable  object  to  acoom- 
plisiL 

•  The  Hon.  ]£r.  HOLMES  said  that  whilst 
his  honorable  friend  was  speaking,  the  thought 
passed  through  his  mind,  What  an  admirable 
lafryer  was  spoiled  by  making  him  a  merchant ! 
He  had  not  heard  a  better  plea  made  in  a  bad 
eauae  for  a  long  time.  What  were  the  facts  of 
thia  case?  The  reserve  in  question  was  set 
apart  for  the  recreation  of  the  people  of  Oamaru. 
It  was  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and,  almost 
erer  since  the  township  was  occupied,  efforts 
had  been  made  to  depriye  the  people  of  their 
right  to  this  reserre,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  encroach 
upon  it.  That  was  the  case  last  year.  The 
rtrj  land  in  question  was  applied  for  as  a  site 
for  gasworks,  to  poison  the  people  in  the  neigh- 
boorhood.  The  Council  took  that  Bill  into  con- 
aideration,  and  with  its  usual  deliberation  saw 
that  it  was  undesirable,  and  threw  it  out ;  and  he 
hoped  they  would  take  a  similar  course  in  the 
present  instance.  He  looked  upon  it  as  a  cir- 
Gumstanoe  of  some  importance  that  the  Superin- 
tendent had  not  the  power — or,  at  any  rate,  had 
oeased  to  hare  the  power— of  dealing  with  this 
iietiie.     If  he  could  giye  it  up  foi^suoh  a  pur- 

C,  he  thought  that  power  was  better  in  other 
is.  By  a  reference  to  the  map,  it  would  be 
seen  that  the  reserve  in  question  had  been  cut 
up  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  First  of  all,  a 
new  water-race  had  been  cut  through  it,  without 
filling  up  the  old  one,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  there  were  two  water-races  there.  Then, 
again,  a  site  for  a  school  was  taken.  He  did  not 
oppose  that,  because  he  thought  the  object  was  a 
good  one,  and  the  piece  of  land  required  was  not 
Isige.  Then,  again,  the  railway  hne  was  taken 
through  the  land,  and  so  much  subtracted  from  it. 
The  lalue  of  the  reserve  had  thus  been  lessened 
as  a  recreation  ground.  Part  of  this  reserve  was 
laid  out  as  a  cricket  ground,  and  was  used  for 
that  purpose.  The  same  portion  was  also  used  as 
a  playground  for  the  children.  In  a  very  short 
time  the  land  referred  to  in  this  Bill  would  be 
wanted  for  gardens,  as  the  Corporation  of  Oamaru 
had  obtained  the  services  of  one  of  the  best 
gardeners  in  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
out  these  reserves  and  beautifying  the  town.  He 
could  not  see,  therefore,  what  plea  could  be  urged 
in  fisToor  of  taking  the  land  for  the  tramway. 
Besides,  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  the  tramway.    He  was  intimately 


acquainted  with  the  contour  of  the  place,  and  he 
could  say,  as  a  fact,  that  if  the  parties  concerned 
pleased  to  make  a  slight  detour,  by  veiy  slightly 
increasing  the  length  of  the  tramway,  they  could 
accommodate  a  great  many  more  people  and  have 
an  equally  good  line.  He  thought  that  what  he 
had  said  was  sufficient  to  convince  the  Council 
that  it  was  not  desirable  that  this  recreation 
ground  should  be  further  cut  up.  It  was  highly 
undesirable  that  a  piece  of  land  such  as  this, 
which  would  be  the  very  lungs  of  the  town  in 
future,  should  be  taken  for  any  other  purpose 
than  that  for  which  it  was  originally  granted. 
.He  therefore  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months. 

•  The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  had  great  plea- 
sure in  seconding  the  amendment.  This  Bill 
was  like  a  lady's  letter — there  was  a  great  deal  of 
useless  matter  in  it,  but  the  whole  secret  was  in 
the  postscript.  The  last  clause  contained  the 
whole  meaning  of  the  Bill.  The  tramway  was 
put  forward  because  it  bore  a  popular  name. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  was  not  to  make  a  tramway, 
but  to  enable  certain  individuals  to  further  their 
own  interests.  Two  firms  were  going  to  make 
this  line  from  two  mills,  making  a  curve  line  along 
the  street  to  a  siding  in  the  railway.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Bonar  said  something  about  wagoners  who 
at  present  carried  the  traffic  between  the  har- 
bour works  and  the  railway.  This  Bill  would 
deprive  those  people  and  their  families  of  the 
means  of  livelihood.  The  Council  had  laid  down 
the  principle  that  no  recreation  reserves  were  to 
be  tampered  with  or  alienated.  This  Bill  was  a 
perfect  sham ;  and  the  intention  was  not  to  make 
a  tramway,  but  to  make  a  curve  line  from  the 
mills  to  carry  flour  to  a  siding  in  the  railway, 
taking  it  across  the  recreation  reserve  right 
through  the  cricket  ground,  and  interfering  with 
the  plsyground  of  the  school  children.  He  hoped 
the  Council  would  throw  the  Bill  out,  and  recog- 
nise the  principle  they  had  laid  down  all  along. 
The  Ghovernment  was  very  much  to  blame  for 
something  they  did  last  year.  They  gave  away 
the  Oamaru  Esplanade  to  the  Harbour  Board, 
cutting  the  people  off  from  a  reserve  which  was 
intended  for  them ;  and  the  only  land  left  to  them 
was  this  small  piece  of  ground.  In  other  parts 
of  the  world — in  Manchester  and  other  cities — 
people  bad  thrown  down  houses  to  provide  parks 
for  the  people ;  but  here  they  were  going  to  allow 
the  only  recreation  ground  the  Oamaru  people 
possessed  to  be  taken  by  grasping  commercial 
people.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  not  permit 
this  act  of  aggression  on  the  people.  He  stood 
up  there  for  the  rights  of  the  people — on  behalf 
of  the  women  and  children  who  would  be  de- 
prived of  air  if  this  Bill  was  to  be  carried. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  would  not  like 
the  debate  to  close  without  making  a  few  re- 
marks, as  he  believed  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  and 
himself  were  the  only  members  personally 
acquainted  with  this  land.  As  far  as  he  was 
aware,  this  Bill  had  been  promoted  by  a  very  few 
individuals  for  their  own  personal  benefit;  but 
he  knew  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  people  of  Oamaru  if  their  only 
recreation  ground  was  allowed  to  be  divided  as 
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WM  proposed  by  this  Bill.  The  whole  recreation 
ground  of  Oamaru  amounted  to  8|  acres.  The 
population  of  Oamaru  was  about  6,000 ;  and  if 
the  harbour  progressed  and  the  exports  increased, 
there  was  no  doubt  the  population  of  the  town 
would  become  yery  large.  Therefore  he  thought 
ihej  should  be  yery  careful  how  they  allowed 
this  yery  small  recreation  ground  to  be  Injured  in 
the  way  proposed  by  this  Bill.  If  in  Londbn  it 
was  proposed  to  mi^e  a  tramway  through  Hyde 
Park,  there  would  be  a  howl  almost  throughout 
the  whole  of  England ;  and  it  was  now  proposed 
to  do  exactly  the  same  thing  here.  It  was  only 
called  a  tramway,  but  there  was  a  proposal  in 
the  Bill  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  to  run  trains  upon  it. 
This  was  to  be  a  railway  going  up  the  main  street 
of  the  town,  and  subdiyiding  it  in  the  most  ex- 
traordinary manner.  There  was  no  proyision 
eyen  for  gates ;  and  there  was  actually  to  be  no 
crossing  in  the  main  street.  There  was  no  doubt 
whateyer  that  this  ouffht  to  haye  been  brought  in 
as  a  priyate  Bill.  It  had  nothing  whateyer  to  do 
with  a  large  section  of  the  people,  and  it  was 
only  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  storekeepers  at  a 
particular  end  of  the  town.  He  hoped  the 
Council  would  support  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes's 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  said  he  was 
inclined  to  support  the  amendment  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes.  He  had  seen  the  reserye  in  ques- 
tion, and  he  thought  it  was  for  the  interest  of 
the  inhabitants,  not  only  at  present  but  in  future, 
that  it  should  not  be  encroached  upon.  He 
had  seen  a  number  of  persons  amusing  them- 
selyes  at  yarious  games  on  this  reserye,  and  he 
was  glad  to  see  that  the  inhabitants  of  Oamaru 
had  a  reserye  of  that  kind  in  the  yeiy  heart  of 
the  town.  With  regard  to  jthis  Bill,  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  great  difierence  of  opinion  among 
the  peoide  resident  there.  They  had  a  petition 
to-day  from  160  inhabitants  against  this  Bill  j 
and  the  representatiyes  of  Oamaru  were  them- 
■elyes  diyided  in  opinion  on  the  subject.  Under 
theee  oiioumstances,  he  thought  no  injury  could 
arise  from  postponinp[  the  consideration  of  this 
Bill  for  another  session,  until  there  was,  on  the 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Oamaru,  a  more  de- 
cided expression  of  opinion.  He  had  always  yoted 
in  fayour  of  maintaining  the  inte^ty  of  reseryes, 
and  he  would  yote  in  that  direction  on  this  occa- 
non  by  supporting  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that  when, 
nearly  twenty-fiye  years  ago,  he  recommended 
the  Goyemor  to  make  certain  reseryes  in  the 
Middle  Island,  he  thought  this  reserye  in  Oamaru 
was  the  one  which  brought  the  greatest  ridicule 
upon  him.  He  now  learned,  on  good  authority, 
that  there  was  a  town  there  of  6,(XK)  inhabitants. 
He  was  sorry  to  hear  that  part  of  the  original 
reserye  had  long  since  been  sacrificed — had  been 
sold  for  some  reason  or  another  ;  and  now  it 
would  appear  that  the  only  reserye  remaining 
was  this  reserye  of  eight  acres.  As  it  was  al- 
lowed that  there  was  a  difibrence  of  opinion 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Oamaru,  and  also 
among  their  representatiyes,  with  regard  to  this 
Bill,  \e  was  fully  disposed  to  adopt  the  same 


course  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse.  Se  thought 
no  great  harm  would  be  done  by  alloyying  the 
question  of  the  diyersion  of  this  reserTO  to  stand 
oyer  for  another  session. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB.  did   not  think  he 
would  haye  so  formidable  a  task  when  he  under- 
took  to   introduce   this  Bill.     He  was    sorry  it 
did  not   find   fayour  with   the  Council,  but    he 
trusted  they  would  afford  the  same  consideration 
to  this  Bill  as  they  did   to  all  others   affecting 
the  waste  lands,  and  would  allow  it  to  be  fully 
inyestigated  by  the   Waste   Lands   Committee. 
The  principal  objection   taken   to   the  Bill  was 
an  objection  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
he  felt  yeiy  strongly  in  dealing  with  reserves — 
namely,  that  any  reserye  set  apart  for  recreation 
purposes  should  not  be  alienated.    But  he  would 
ask  the  Council  to  consider  the  special  circum- 
stances of  this  case.     Before   this   ground    bad 
been  set  apart  for  recreation  purposes,  an  appli- 
cation had  been  granted  for  the  construction  ot 
this  tramway  through  the   land.     He    thought 
that  ought  to  be  allowed  to  weigh  in  the  minds 
of  honorable  members.    It  was   not   like    a  re- 
creation reserye  set  apart  for  a  long  time,  and 
used  by  the  public. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  thought  the  honor- 
able member  was  misleading  the  Council.  The 
land  in  question  was  set  apart,  he  thought,  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  upwards  of  twenty  years 
ago.  It  could  not  possibly  be  set  apart  twenty 
years  ago  for  a  tramway,  as  such  a  thing  was 
then  u^oiown  in  New  Z^and. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  would  be  sorry  to 
mislead  the  Council,  but  he  belieyed  he  was  cor- 
rectly informed  when  he  said  that  this  land  was 
set  apart  for  public  purposes,  and  not  for  recrea- 
tion purposes,  till  toe  Act  of  1875  was  passed. 
On  reference  to  the  debate  which  took  plaoe  on 
the  Gasworks  Site  Bill  last  session,  he  found  that 
the  chief  objection  was  one  taken  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes,  and  the  whole  effect  of  that  objec- 
tion was  that  offensiye  works  were  proposed  to  be 
erected  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
school,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  town.    Objection 
was  not  taken  to  the  alienation  of  this  land  as 
haying  been  preyiously  set  apart  for  public  re- 
creation.    It  was  a  matter  of  great  public  conye- 
nience  that  this  work  should  he  carried  out,  and 
he  did  not  think  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Cap- 
tain Eraser  could  be  borne  out.    That  honorable 
gentleman  stated  that  this  work  was  proposed  to 
be  carried  out  in  the  interests  of  two  particular 
mills.     He  (Mr.  Bonar)  could  not  think  so  poorly 
of  the  ratepayers  and  bui^esses  of  Oamaru  as  to 
belieye  that  they  would  elect  men  to  represent 
them  in  the  Borough  Council  who  would  promote 
a  measure  such  as  this  for  the  benefit  of  one  or 
two  indiyiduals.    As  he  had  said  before,  this  Bill 
was  brought  forward  at  the  request  of  the  Muni- 
ctpal  Council  of  Oamaru,  and  it  was  stamped  with 
their  approyal  and  sanction.     They  objected  to 
priyate    indiyiduals   constructing  this    tramway 
through  the  town,  and  said  it  should  be  part  of 

a  general  system ;  and  therefore  they  requested 
that  this  Bill  mieht  be  brought  in  in  its  present 
form.  He  would  pass  oyer  the  comments  of  his 
honorable  and  gallant  friend  in  reference  to  the 
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waf^nen  and  their  children.  He  thought  thej 
had  heard  the  same  argument  urged  very  stronglj 
in  the  old  country  when  railways  were  first  intro- 
duced ;  and  it  was  found  to  be  wholly  groundless. 
With  reference  to  what  fell  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Campbell  as  to  there  being  no  proyision  in  the 
Bill  respecting  gates  and  crossings,  he  thought 
the  honorable  gentleman  must  haye  overlooked 
section  5,  which  expressly  provided  for  such  mat- 
ters. The  Corporation  would  have  had  power  to 
deal  with  the  streeU.  All  that  this  BUI  asked 
for  was  power  to  take  the  tramway  through  the 
reserve,  and  power  could  be  taken  to  have  gates 
erected  where  necessary.  He  was  informed  that 
the  ground  which  it  was  proposed  to  use  for  this 
tramway  would  not  bo  readily  used  for  purposes 
of  public  amusement,  at  all  events  at  present. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  SCBNNT  said  he  understood 
the  tramway  was  to  run  down  to  the  break- 
water through  part  of  the  recreation  ground. 
There  appeared  to  be  four  sections  of  private 
land  between  the  breakwater  and  the  recreation 
ground,  and  he  wanted  to  know  from  the  honor- 
able member  whether  the  tramway  would  imuro 
or  benefit  the  owners  of  those  sections.  If  so, 
it  would  certainly  be  a  private  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  said  that  all  the  Bill 
asked  for  was  the  privilege  of  taking  the  tramway 
through  the  reserve.  He  presumed  arrangements 
had  b«en  concluded  by  the  Corporation ;  and  all 
the  Bill  asked  was  simply  authority  to  construct 
th«  tramway  through  a  portion  of  the  reserve 
made  last  year. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
nine  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tne^datf,  10th  October,  1876. 

Vortbem  Wairoa  Tdajraph— Jadgea'  Salariea— Hokitika 
Streeta— WumeA  Water-rmoe— Sir  J.  Yogera  Miaaion 
to  Bngland— T.  Joyce — Supply. 


Mr.  Sfsaksb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'dock. 

PfiATBBS. 

NORTHEBN  WAIROA  TELEGRAPH. 
Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  asked,— (1.)  If  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  extend  the  tele- 
graph to  some  point  on  the  Northern  Wairoa  ? 
(2.)  If,  when  doing  so,  the  Government  will  cause 
the  line  to  be  taken  through  Hakaru,  Mangatu- 
roto,  and  Paparoa?  (3.)  If,  when  the  above 
work  is  carried  out,  a  telegraph  station  will  be 
erected  at  Hakaru  ?  In  asking  this  question,  he 
would  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  explaining  the 
reason  why  he  put  it.  It  appeared  that  much 
misapprehension  existed  as  to  the  intention  of 
the  Government  in  making  this  Northern  Wairoa 
telegraph.  He  had  been  asked,  by  the  settlers  in 
the  districts  mentioned  in  the  question,  to  make 
inquiries  of  the  Government  as  to  whether  they 
were  inclined  to  carry  the  telegraph  through  the 
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portions  of  the  country  which  had  become  popu- 
lated. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  had  to  inform  the  honor- 
able gentleman  that  there  was  no  money  available 
for  carrying  the  telegraph  in  the  way  in  which  he 
proposed.  To  do  so  would  involve  an  expendi- 
ture of  £4,400.  He  could  not  promise  that  any- 
thing would  be  done  by  the  Government  in  the 
matter  between  this  and  the  next  session,  and  it 
would  have  to  stand  over  until  that  time. 

JUDGES*  SALARIES. 

Mr.  HARPER  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  the  Government  intend  to  amend  "  The 
Civil  List  Act,  1873,"  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  ?  In  putting  this  question,  he  wisiied  to 
state  that  he  thought  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  New  Zealand  had  been  overlooked  by 
the  House  when  voting  salaries.  He  found,  by 
referring  to  a  return,  that  the  last  time  an  in- 
crease in  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  was  made  was 
in  the  year  1862.  Since  that  time  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country  had  considerably  increased, 
and  the  work  which  the  Judges  had  to  perform 
had  increased  proportionately.  So  long  a  time 
had  elapsed  since  an  increase  had  been  made  in 
the  salaries  of  the  Judges,  that  he  thought  it  was 
time  to  ask  the  Government  to  do  something 
towards  raitting  their  respective  salaries.  He 
found  that  the  salaries  of  other  officials,  such  as 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor,  had  been  increased 
in  the  year  1873  or  1874,  but  no  increase  had 
been  made  in  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  since 
1862  ;  and  the  fact  should  not  be  overlooked  that 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Australia 
were  paid  much  higher  than  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  Zealand ;  and  in  some 
colonies,  such  as  South  Australia,  Tasmania,  and 
Queensland,  the  duties  which  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  had  to  perform  were  far  less  than 
the  duties  which  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  Zealand  had  to  discharge.  For 
these  reasons,  and  also  looking  to  the  high  pro- 
fessional standing  of  the  Judges,  he  thought  tbat 
they  had  fair  claims  for  an  increase  of  their 
salaries. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  Gt>vemment  regretted 
they  were  at  present  unable  to  enter  into  any 
arrangement  for  the  increase  of  salaries. 

HOKITIKA  STREETS. 
Mr.  BUTTON  asked  the  Government,  If  a  Bill 
should  be  introduced  this  session  to  enable  the 
Corporation  of  Hokitika  to  close  part  of  Hamilton 
Street,  Weld  Street,  and  Stafford  Street,  in  the 
Town  of  Hokitika,  and  to  enable  the  present 
occupants  of  the  parts  proposed  to  be  closed  to 
purchase  the  land  so  occupied  by  them,  whether 
the  Government  would  support  such  a  Bill  P  In 
asking  this  question,  he  wished  to  remark  that  he 
knew  perfectly  well  that  at  this  period  of  the 
session,  unless  the  Government  were  prepared  to 
support  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  it  was  utterly  useless 
to  expect  that  it  would  be  passed  through  the 
House.  He  thought  the  parties  who  were  inter- 
ested in  this  matter  had  some  claims  for  considera- 
tion.   In  the  early  days  of  Hokitika,  when  the  sec- 
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tions  were  all  laid  out  without  reference  to  these 
particular  streets,  certain  persons,  who  now  occu- 
pied Taluable  business  sites  at  the  ends  of  the 
streets,  took  up  their  sections  just  in  the  rame 
way  as  other  people  did,  but  they  were  pre- 
rented  from  acquiring  the  freehold  of  these 
streets.  The  streets  proposed  to  be  closed  were 
close  to  the  beadi,  and  were  not  likelj  to  be 
much  required,  and  the  closing  of  them  was  re- 
commended by  the  Borough  Council.  Under 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  which  had  been 
passed  through  the  House,  there  was  power  given 
to  the  Borough  Council  to  close  any  street,  or  to 
alter  any  street,  but  there  was  no  power  for  them 
to  deal  with  the  land  that  had  been  occupied  by 
these  streets.  Under  the  Public  Works  Bill  that 
was  before  the  House,  there  was  a  provision  that 
when  counties  or  other  bodies  of  a  similar  nature 
closed  up  roads  or  streets,  they  had  the  power  of 
disposing  of  the  land.  There  was  no  such  pro- 
vision with  regard  to  Borough  Councils;  they 
had  the  power  to  alter  a  road  or  close  it,  but  no 
power  to  deal  with  the  land.  Under  the  High- 
ways and  Watercourses  Act,  which  was  proposed 
to  be  repealed  by  the  Public  Works  Bill,  nobody 
oould  have  this  power;  but  under  the  Public 
Works  Bill  the  Ghovemor  in  Council  would  have 
the  power  of  disposing  of  the  laud.  He  asked 
the  question  in  oider  to  ascertain  if  the  Gbvem- 
ment  would  introduce  a  measure  of  the  kind 
alluded  to.  There  was  no  doubt  that  these 
persons  had  some  claim  to  consideration.  The 
rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  allowed 
to  have  their  freehold  sections,  while  the  per- 
sons referred  to  unfortunately  occupied  sections 
which  were  afterwards  required  for  a  street,  not 
actually  for  the  sake  of  street  communication, 
because  the  street  had  never  been  made  through 
the  property.  It  appeared  on  the  map  as  havins 
been  surveyed,  and  the  occupants  of  the  land 
were  unable  to  acquire  the  freehold.  The  Qt)vern- 
ment  might  be  prepared  to  allow  them  to  con- 
tinue to  occupy,  and,  if  they  were  removed,  to 
give  them  a  certain  amount  of  compensation. 
That  would  be  some  way  of  compromising  the 
matter.  He  believed  the  House  would  be  pre- 
pared to  consider  their  claims,  and  he  should 
Uke  to  know  what  the  Gbvemment  intended  to 
do  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  was  unwilling  to  interrupt  the 
honorable  member ;  but  if  such  a  measure  were 
introduced,  it  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  as  a 
private  Bill. 

Mr.  BUTTON  supposed  it  would  be  too  late  in 
the  session  to  introduce  such  a  measure. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  afraid  it  was  too  late 
in  the  session  to  introduce  a  Bill  on  this  subject. 
The  G-ovemment  would  be  very  glad  to  assist  the 
honorable  gentleman  as  far  as  possible,  but  he 
feared  there  was  no  possibility  this  session  of 
such  a  Bill  being  passed. 

WAIMEA  WATER-RACE. 
Mr.  BUTTON  asked  the  Government,  If  it  is 
their  intention  to  proceed  immediately  with  the 
completion  of  the  Waimea  Race  ?  He  would  like 
to  remark  that  now  that  the  new  gold  field  at 
the  Kumara  had  attracted  so  much  attention^  and 


required  so  much  water  to  make  ifc  successful,  it 
became  very  important  that  this  'Waimea  Sace 
should  have  something  done  to  it.      It  vraa  all 
the  more  important,  because  lately  an  application 
was  made  by  a  private  company  for    a    second 
right  to  water,  subject  to  the  Government's  claim^ 
the  company  desiring  to  bring  wa«er  on  to  the 
Eumara  diggings.      The  Government   had    not 
only  maintained  their  own  right,  but  had   pre- 
vented all  interference  with  the  head  supply. 
There  were  close  upon  6,000  people  on  the  ICu- 
mara  diggings,  and  water  was  very  scarce  there. 
The  water  could  be  easily  diverted  to  the  Kumara, 
and  would  be  the  means  of  keeping    a    large 
number  of  persons  employed  on  the  diggings. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  replied  that,  when  tlio 
Public  Works  Statement  of  the  late  G-ovemment 
was  brought  down,  it  was  not  the  intention  to 
complete  the  large  and  expensive  works  on  the 
Waimea  Race  ;  but  since  that  time  the  diggings 
to  which  the  honorable  member  alluded  had  as- 
sumed proportions  which  rendered  it   necessary 
for  the  Government  to  take  the  matter  again 
into  serious  consideration.    The  Government  had 
so  reconsidered  the  matter,  and  when   in   the 
course  of  a  day  or  two  he  brought  the   Public 
Works  Appropriation  Act  forward,  he  intended 
to  make  a  proposition  to  enable  the  Gt>vemment 
to  complete  this  race.    The  Gbvemment  would 
do  so  mainly  because  the  water  supply  upon 
which  the  new  diggings  had  to  rely  was  monopo- 
lized by  the  Waimea  Water-race.     He   might 
add  that,   when  the  proposition  was   made,  it 
would  be  accompanied  by  a  proposal   that  the 
water-raoe  should  not  be  handea  over  to   the 
county  in  which  it  was  situated. 

SIR  J.  YOGEL'S  MISSIONS  TO  SNChliAND. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Sur  Qt.  GREY  moved.  That  a  Select  Committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cost  to  the 
colony  of  the  two  missions  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel  to 
England ;  such  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr. 
Andrew,  Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Lusk,  Mr.  Ste- 
vens, Mr.  Rolleston,  Mr.  Rees,  and  the  mover ; 
with  power  to  call  for  persons,  papers,  and  ac- 
counts, and  to  report  within  four  weeks ;  five  to 
be  a  quomm. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  be  prepared  to  agree 
to  the  inquiry  if  the  matter  were  referred  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  a  Committee  which 
was  well  known  to  the  House,  and  which  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  all  financial  matters. 

Sir  G.  GREY  thought  the  matter  was  one 
which  required  the  attention  of  a  special  Com- 
mittee. He  did  not  think  it  properly  fell  under 
the  notice  of  the  Public  AccountSvCommittee. 

Motion,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted,  stand  part  of  the  question,"  negatived. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  words  of  the  amend- 
ment be  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved  as  an  amendment. 
That  it  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  cost  of  the  two  missions 
of  Sir  Julius  Vosel  to  England. 

Sir  G.  GREY  trusted  that  his  motion  would 
be  carried.    If  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
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had  thought  it  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  sub- 
ject, they  would  have  done  so  long  ago.  He  sub- 
mitted that  this  was  a  question  which,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  colony,  was  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  was  worthy  of  very  considerable 
attention.  He  thouglit  it  was  extremely  wrong, 
when  he  proposed  that  a  subject  of  this  kind 
should  be  specially  inquired  into,  that  his  motion, 
which  was  given  so  long  ago  as  the  7th  Septem- 
ber, and  which  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  forward  before  the  previous  day — an 
opportunity  which  he  could  not  very  well  avail 
himself  of  owing  to  the  hurried  way  in  which  the 
business  was  carried  on— should  have  been  tra- 
Tersed  by  the  Government  without  their  givine 
him  any  notice  of , their  intention.  What  could 
be  the  object  of  the  Q-ovemment  in  taking  such 
a  course?  There  roust  be  some  design  in  it. 
There  could  be  no  objection  to  the  Committee  he 
had  named;  but,  if  there  were,  other  names 
might  be  substituted,  or  other  names  might  be 
added.  At  the  present  moment,  the  country  was 
plunged  into  such  a  state  of  financial  difficulty 
through  extravagant  expenditure  that  serious  in- 
quiry should  be  made  with  regard  to  that  ex- 
penditure ;  otherwise  he  would  not  have  moved 
this  motion.  He  believed  the  inquiry  would 
show  the  nature  of  the  extravagance  that  had 
been  committed,  and  open  the  eyes  of  the  people 
of  the  colony  in  regard  to  the  difficulty  into 
which  it  had  been  led,  and  in  which  it  was  now 
involved.  It  was  a  very  wrong  thing  to  try  to 
stop  fair  inquiry  of  the  kind  he  asked  for,  and  it 
was  slill  his  auty  to  press  the  motion  he  had 
moved. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  this  was  strictly  a  matter  of 
account,  and  should  therefore  be  referred  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee.  It  would  be  a  very 
unusual  course  to  refer  a  question  of  this  kind  to 
a  special  Committee.  The  G-overnmcnt  certainly 
thought  they  were  meeting  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  the  spirit  in  which  he  wished  the  inquiry 
to  be  made,  by  proposing  that  the  matter  should 
be  referred  to  the  Pubuc  Accounts  Committee. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  all  the  information  the  honor- 
able gentleman  wished  to  obtain  could  have  been 
supplied  in  the  shape  of  a  return,  had  he  moved 
for  it. 

Mr.  H0DGKIN80N  had  not  forgotten  why 
the  Government  desired  to  have  this  matter  re- 
ferred to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  Tliere 
was  Tcry  eood  reason  for  it.  It  would  bo  re- 
collected that  there  was  a  yery  serious  discussion 
about  the  appointment  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  and  that,  out  of  the  fifteen  gentlemen 
who  composed  it,  twelve  were  Government  sup- 
porters. It  would  be  remembered,  too,  that  when 
it  was  proposed  to  add  the  name  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  East  to  that  Com- 
mittee, the  GK>vemment  offered  yiolent  opposi- 
tion ;  and  he  contended  that  the  Committee,  as  at 
present  constituted,  was  a  packed  Committee,  and 
not  to  be  trusted  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  He 
should  certainly  support  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames.  He  had  not  for- 
gotten the  extremely  improper  conduct  of  the 
Uovemment  and  their  supporters  in  regard  to 
tha  appointment  of  that  Conimitteo  three  months 


a^o,  and  he  felt  that  there  was  no  course  open  to 
him  but  to  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  STEVENS  thought  the  reference  of  the 
question  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  would 
answer  every  purpose,  because  the  words  of  the 
resolution  were  so  clear,  and  so  narrowed  down, 
that  it  was  impossible  tiiat  any  party  feeling 
could  enter  into  its  proceedings,  whatever  mifht 
be  its  constitution.  The  motion  really  meant  that 
a  Committee  should  be  appointed  to  ascertain 
the  cost  of  tlie  mission  of  a  certain  gentleman  on 
two  occasions.  It  was  impossible  that  there  could 
be  any  falsification  of  facts  by  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  and  it  would  be  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  they  were  as  capable  as  any  other 
Committee  of  ascertaining  tho:ie  facts.  He  trusted 
tlie  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  would 
allow  the  matter  to  go  before  that  Committee. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  considered  that  as  the  member 
for  the  Thames  had  been  taken  by  surprise,  and 
rather  improperly  so,  in  a  matter  to  which  h6 
attached  considerable  importance,  it  was  only  fair 
that  the  debate  should  be  adjourned.  The  Gt>- 
vcrument  should  have  given  the  honorable  gentle- 
man notice  of  their  intention  to  propose  such  an 
amendment.  They  liad  had  two  months  to  con- 
sider the  matter,  and  should  now  give  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  time  to  consider 
their  proposal.  He  would  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  dejbate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  competent  for 
the  honorable  member  to  move  such  an  amend- 
ment, as  its  effect  would  be  to  obliterate  tha 
motion  for  eoing  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  BEES  was  somewhat  surprisea  tdat  the 
Government  should  object  to  the  appointment  of 
a  special  Conimitteo  to  consider  the  matter.  Be- 
gard  for  their  own  honor  should  have  induced 
them  to  consent  to  the  appointment  of  such  a 
Committee ;  but  it  seemed  that  they  did  not  care 
much  for  their  honor.  The  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  was  a  very  simple 
one,  and  he  could  not  understand  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  resist  it.  Why  should  the  Pre- 
mier be  so  very  desirous  to  refer  the  question  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee?  Three-fourths 
of  that  Committee  consisted  of  Government  sup- 
porters. Honorable  members  might  say  "No," 
but  let  them  look  at  the  names,  and  they  would 
see  whether  it  was  so  or  nut.  He  was  quite  sur- 
prised that  the  Government  should  decline  to 
allow  the  matter  to  go  before  a  Committee  com- 
posed of  three  members  of  the  Opposition,  one 
member  of  the  Government,  one  known  supporter 
of  the  Government,  and  two  or  three  who  were 
independent  of  either  Pftfty.  What  could  be 
their  object  in  refusing?  Was  it  that  they  wanted 
to  shield  themselves  from  something  that  they 
knew  to  be  wrong?  Was  it  because  they  had 
formed  a  determination  that  the  light  of  day 
should  not  be  let  in  upon  this  question,  or  what 
was  it  ? 

Mr.  BOWEN.— They  desire  to  have  the  mat- 
ter inquired  into  impartially. 

Mr.  BEES. — Impartially!  By  a  Committee 
composed  of  Gbvernment  supporters,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  three  to  one,  and  in  the  style  in  which 
things  were  usually  inquired  into  in  that  Hotue — 
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that  kind  of  impartiality  whore,  no  matter  what 
arguments  were  brought  forward,  no  matter  how 
the  truth  suffered,  tliey  were  overwhelmed  by 
G-o?emment  supporters.  Was  that  impartiAlity  ? 
He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  s  conduct 
would  never  be  judged  by  such  impartiality.  He 
hoped  when  the  tide  turned,  as  it  was  turning 
now,  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not  have  to 
encounter  such  impartiality.  It  would  fare  very 
hardly  with  the  honorable  gentleman  if  he  did. 
He  had  heard  some  very  strange  things  of  the 
Government  before  he  hawd  the  honor  to  occupy  a 
seat  in  that  House,  but  he  was  scarcely  prepared 
for  what  he  had  seen  since  he  had  been  there. 
Every  member  of  the  House  was  concerned  in 
this  motion,  which  asked  that  an  inquiry  should 
be  made  into  the  cost  of  the  two  missions  under- 
taken and  carried  through  by  the  late  Premier, 
Sir  Julius  Vogel,  in  relation  to  the  business  of 
the  country  in  England.  Was  there  anything 
extraordinary  about  that  ?  There  was  something 
extraordinary,  no  doubt,  about  the  amount  of  the 
expenditure;  and  seeing  that  certain  rumours 
had  got  abroad,  and  that  certain  statements  had 
been  made  in  that  House,  it  was  very  necessary 
that  a  special  Committee  should  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  subject.  The  course  the  G-o- 
vernment  had  adopted  was  most  astonishing. 
They  all  knew  that  there  was  an  old  adage  to 
the  effect  that  "  Whom  the  gods  wish  to  destroy, 
they  first  make  mad ;"  and  he  thought  the  Go- 
vernment were  rapidly  approaching  that  condi- 
tion. They  felt  that  their  destruction  was  im- 
pending, and,  in  their  struggle  to  avert  it,  they 
were  hurrying  it  on.  Day  by  day  they  gave 
proof  of  that  high  sense  of  honor  which  a  Minis- 
try should  evince  in  presence  of  the  House  and 
the  country.  If  their  conduct  in  this  case  was  to 
be  part  of  those  proceedings  which  led  them  to 
send  out  untrue  statements  to  the  country,  which 
prompted  them  to  profess  belief  in  things  that 
never  existed,  and  to  endeavour  to  shelter  them- 
selves under  Her  Majesty's  name  and  that  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  without  any 
authority  whatever,  he  could  understand  it,  but 
on  no  other  supposition  could  he  do  so.  If  the 
Government  thought  the  Committee  named  in 
the  motion  would  not  act  impartially,  they  should 
have  proposed  others,  and  probably  the  honorable 
memlM^r  for  the  Thames  would  not  have  objected ; 
but,  instead  of  doing  that,  they  proposed  to  refer 
it  to  a  Committee  about  whose  appointment  there 
was  a  great  contest,  and  from  which  his  own 
name  was  excluded.  And  in  relation  to  that 
matt«>r,  he  should  like  to  know  why  his  name  was 
not  to  be  allowed  to  be  put  on  this  Committee. 
He  would  ask  every  honorable  member  in  the 
HouM  whether  he  knew  an  instance  in  which 
he  had  acted  unfairly,  either  individually  or  in 
any  other  way  whatever.  He  might  have  strong 
opinions  on  party  matters.  Everybody  knew  he 
had.  He  held  strong  opinions  in  regard  to  what 
he  considered  political  uprightness  and  political 
honesty ;  but  he  would  ask  every  member  of  the 
Ministry  whether  in  anything  he  had  done  or 
said  he  had  acted  unfairly.  Why,  then,  should 
they  refuse  to  allow  this  question  to  be  considered 
by  this  Cpmmittee  because  his  name  was  on  it  P 


Mr.  BO  WEN.— It  is  not  so. 

Mr.  BEES  would  aak  them  why  it  should  be 
proposed  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  ^^hich  had 
never  sat  this  session,  and  never  would  sit.     The 
member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Curtis)  waa  Chair- 
man of  that  Committee,  but  he  had  newer  called 
the  members  of  it  together.     Hovr   was   that? 
Was  it  because  the  finances  were  in  such  a  sound 
condition?     Not  at  all.    The  Treasurer   knew 
that  the  finances  were  in  such  a  muddle  that  it 
would  take  a  very  considerable  time  to  get  them 
in  order.     He  did  not  think  it  was    proper  or 
manly  that  the  Government  should  refuse  to  refer 
the  question  to  the  Committee  proposed.      It  was 
not  right  to  the  House  or  to  the  country.     The 
Committee  would  take  evidence,  report  upon  it, 
submit  the  report  to  the  House,  and  it  would  still 
be  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  deal  witli  the 
matter.    He  trusted  the  House  would  consent  to 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee.     There  were 
two  members  on  it — the  member  for  the  Tliames 
and  himself— >  who  were  opposed  politically  to  Sir 
Julius  Yogel ;   but  did  any  honorable   member 
suppose  they  would  take  an  un&ir  advantage 
of  Sir  Julius  Yogel  on  that  account  ?     Did  any 
honorable  gentleman  believe    that   they   would 
disguise  the  truth  in  any  sense  whatever,  because 
of  their  political  views  P     Putting  aside  hie  own 
name,  he  would  ask  if  the  career  of  Sir  George 
Grey  was  such  aa  to  lead  any  one  to  beliere  for  a 
moment  that  he  would  attempt  to  do  an  unfair  or 
cowardly  act.    Then,  the  honorable  member  for 
Wairarapa   (Mr.   Andrew)   was    amongst    thoee 
named.      He  presumed  the  Government    were 
afraid  of  that  honorable  gentleman.     He  never 
supported  them  in  the  House!     The  honorable 
gentleman  was  known  to  go  against  them  in  every 
possible  way !     They  knew  that  in  one  or  two 
matters  in  which  he  could  not  succeed  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  opposed  them,  but  in  other 
matters  he  was  a  well-known  supporter  of  the 
Government.    Then  there  were  the  Hon.  Major 
Atkinson,  and  Mr.  Lusk,  who,  though  a  member 
of  the  Opposition,  was  as  firm  and  impartial  as 
any  gentleman  on  the  Committee.      Then  Mr. 
Stevens:  he  could  not  be   accused  of  being  in 
opposition  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  and  the  Ministry. 
Nor  could  Mr.  BoUeston.     The  only  other  names 
were  those  of   the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  and  his  own ;  and  he  believed  that  if  the 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial  benches 
were  on  their  trial  upon  anything  at  all  in  rela- 
tion  to  which  they  had  a  good  defence,  they 
would  as  soon  have  his  name  and  that  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  upon  the  jury 
as  the  name  of  any  honorable  member  of  the 
House,  or  any  one  in  the  country.     Why  was  it 
that  this  Committee  was  not  to  be  allowed  ?    He 
could  tell  the  House  why  it  was  necessary.    Be- 
cause Ministers  knew,  «or  believed,  that   these 
accounts  would  not  bear  the  light.     That  was  the 
sole  reason.   Because  they  believed  these  accounts 
would  not  be  found  to  be  consistent  either  with 
common  prudence,  or  with  common  justice  to  the 
Ministry,  to  the  House,  or  to  the  country.    That 
was  the  sole  reason.     They  desired  to  get  a  Com- 
mittee which  they  knew  would  never  meet ;  bo 
that  they  might  throw  oat  this  matter  and  do- 
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cliiM  to  mllow  it  to  be  made  pablio,  whereas  in 
the  interette  of  the  colonj  it  ought  to  be  made 
public.  If  tbie  were  to  be  allowMl  now,  the  next 
fendeman  who  went  Home  to  negotiate  a  loan,  or 
npoo  a  mission,  might  spend  £7,000  or  £8,000 ; 
and  if  an  inqoinr  into  hie  case  were  granted,  he 
mi^t  aak  whj  he  should  be  put  to  the  emcial 
test  of  an  examination,  when  Sir  Julius  Yogel's 
expenses  were  not  subjected  to  any  examination 
whaterer.  He  trusted  the  House  would  not 
allow  this  to  happen.  For  the  purpose  of  allow- 
ing anj  remarks  honorable  members  might  have 
to  make,  he  would  more  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Ministry 
ought  nerer  to  have  questioned  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee ;  but  as  the  Gbvemment 
had  taken  up  such  a  position,  the  matter  ought 
to  be  fully  discussed,  and,  to  allow  honon^le 
members  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinions,  he  would  move  the  adjournment  of  the 

Mr.  BARFF  had  listened  with  great  surprise 
to  the  statement  made  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East,  that  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  had  nerer  met  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. He  trusted  that,  before  the  conclusion  of 
the  debttte,  the  House  would  hear  that  statement 
disprored  if  it  was  incorrect 

Mr.  R££8  explained  that  he  said  he  belie?ed 
it  had  not  met.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  it  had 
not  met,  for  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  Public 
Acoounta  Committee,  and  he  was  open  to  oorrec- 


Mr.  BARFF  said  it  was  a  matter  of  yery  great 
importanoe  to  the  House,  and  for  this  reason: 
The  finances  of  the  country  had  not  been 
thoionghly  discussed  in  this  House  or  in  the 
Conunittee  during  the  present  session,  and  no 
fiur  opportunity  for  discussing  the  finances  had 
yet  occurred.  The  honorable  member  would  re- 
eotlect  a  long  discussion  which  took  place  upon 
the  election  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
and  special  reasons  were  giren  for  and  against  the 
insertion  of  certain  names.  He  did  not  aJtogether 
nnderstand  the  arguments  pro  and  eon,  upon  that 
oocasion.  If  the  Premier,  who  mored  that  this 
matter  should  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  knew  that  they  had  not  met  during 
the  session,  it  simply  amounted  to  this,  that  the 
question  would  be  shelred.  He  did  not  wish  the 
House  to  understand  that  he  said  or  believed  that 
any  good  would  result  from  an  inquiry  of  this 
kind.  He  did  not  beliere  that  benefit  to  the  ex- 
tent of  a  single  sixpence  would  result  from  the 
inquiry  as  to  the  expenses  of  the  late  Premier  on 
his  Tisits  to  England.  At  the  eame  time,  if  there 
was  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  any  honorable  mem- 
bers^there  was  none  whateyer  in  his  own,  and 
he  wished  to  state  that  distinctly — as  to  whether 
those  expenses  were  incurred  fairly  or  not,  it 
would,  he  thought,  be  hx  better  for  honorable 
members  on  the  Goremment  benches  to  allow 
the  fullest  opportunity  for  discussing  the  matter, 
so  that  the  result  might  be  laid  before  the 
country.  He  beliered  that,  although  the  ex- 
penses of  the  late  Premier  might  hare  been  high, 
great  excuse  might  be  giyen  for  the  amount 
ei|iendcd}  he  did  not  Mieye  that  the  money 


was  badly  laid  out,  and  he  did  not  at  all  loin  in 
the  cry  that  had  been  raised  by  some  members  of 
the  Opposition  upon  the  subject.  It  would  be 
yery  wise  for  the  Government  to  allow  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  Committee,  so  as  to  prevent 
any  question  arising  as  to  unfairness  in  the  in- 
quiry. Honorable  members  would  wish  to  lay 
before  their  constituents  their  action  in  this  As- 
sembly, and  the  line  of  conduct  they  took  in 
endeavouring  to  elicit  certain  fiusts  which  might 
otherwise  be  said  to  have  been  withheld  mm. 
them. 

Sir  Or.  GREY  believed  he  could  speak  again 
upon  the  subject.  He  wished  to  point  out  that 
it  would  have  been  exceedingly  becoming  that  he 
himself  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  in- 
vestiffating  the  accounts,  and  of  making  up  his 
mind  as  to  the  kind  of  expenditure  that  had  been 
carried  on.  To  attempt  to  shut  him  out  from  an 
advantage  of  that  kind  was  a  very  improper  pro- 
ceeding, and  he  would  recall  to  the  recollection 
of  the  House  the  circumstances  that  took  place 
when  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed. He  endeavoured  to  get  one  friend  put 
on  that  Committee,  but  he  failed  in  that  object ; 
and  he  believed  that  such  a  thing  was  never  be- 
fore done  as  a  Government  deliberately  insisting 
upon  constituting  a  Committee  in  the  manner  iu 
wliich  that  Committee  was  constituted.  The 
House  would  remember  that  objections  were 
raised  by  several  gentlemen  on  his  side,  who  con- 
tended that  the  proceedings  were  most  unfair, 
and  they  pointed  out  that  if  a  new  GK>vemment 
took  office  they  would  stand  in  the  most  unjust 
position  of  having  a  financial  Committee  ap- 
pointed almost  entirely  from  their  opponents. 
Now  the  very  gentleman  who  took  the  leading 
part  in  appointing  that  Committee,  Sir  Julius 
Vogel — for  he  was  the  person  who  selected  the 
members  of  it,  and  prevented  other  gentlemen 
from  being  put  upon  it — was  to  have  his  own 
personal  expenditure  inquired  into  by  it.  That 
was  contrary  to  all  principles  of  right  and  justice, 
and  he  was  sure  it  would  not  be  satisfiEu^tory  to 
the  country.  There  were  reports  in  circulation, 
whether  right  or  wrong  he  did  not  know — and 
he  had  heard  from  sources  which  could  not  but 
be  well  informed — that  the  expenses  incurred  in 
these  two  missions  was  of  a  most  extravagant 
kind,  unnecessarily  extravagant,  and  of  a  nature 
to  set  a  very  bad  example  to  the  public  service. 
In  drawing  up  the  proposition  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee,  he  inserted  the  unusual 
words  "and  accounts."  The  usual  words  were 
"  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers  ;'*  but 
he  specially  added  the  words  "and  accounts" 
in  order  that  the  accounts  mifht  be  laid  before 
the  House  in  their  details.  He  hoped  that,  in 
order  that  he  might  instruct  himself  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  the 
financial  condition  in  which  they  were  involved, 
he  should  have  been  allowed  to  investigate  the 
accounts,  which  he  thought  would  have  afforded 
him  a  key  to  the  mysteries  upon  which  he  was 
not  well  informed,  so  that  he  might  make  up  his 
mind  as  to  the  steps  that  should  be  taken  to 
reduce  the  great  extravagance  that  had  prevailed. 
He  had  hoped  that  a  report  would  have  been 
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made  which  would  have  prOYonted  a  repetition  of 
thatextrayagance  in  the  case  of  Sir  Jalius  Yogers 
present  miBsion  to  England.  He  could  only  say 
that  any  information  they  had  yet  had  as  to  the 
expenses  to  he  incurred  on  that  mission  was  of  a 
most  unsatisfactory  character.  In  all  proper  Go- 
Temments  a  certain  sum  for  passage-money  was 
fixed  for  puhlic  servants.  .Thitj  received  that 
amount,  and  got  neither  more  nor  less.  Nothing 
of  that  kind  had  yet  heen  done  here,  and  he  had 
heen  in  hopes  that  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
a  rule  of  that  kind  might  have  heen  recom- 
mended, which  might  hereafter  be  adopted  in  the 
country.  He  thought,  in  other  respects,  that  he 
and  the  public  and  the  House  had  been  unfairly 
used.  He  save  notice  of  motion  on  the  7th  Sep- 
tember, and  when,  on  the  previous  evening,  the 
matter  came  up  and  was  postponed  till  to-day,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  motion,  which  was  of  an 
ordinary  nature  and  of  a  plain  kind,  would  have 
been  at  once  acceded  to.  The  gentlemen  who 
had  tried  to  traverse  his  action  were  not  the  real 
friends  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  this  colony,  or  of  the  public  service.  If 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  stood  in  the  same  position  as 
other  honorable  gentlemen  who  had  gone  to  Eng- 
land did,  he  felt  convinced  that  the  inquiry  he 
asked  for  would  have  been  gladly  conceded  to 
him.  He  felt  certain  that  if  he  had  asked  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  expenses  of  those  gentlemen  they 
would  have  thanked  him  as  a  friend,  and  any 
information  elicited  would  have  redounded  to 
their  lasting  credit,  as  he  knew  to  be  the  case. 
He  still  trusted  that  the  Government  would  feel 
that  the  course  they  were  pursuing  was  wrong, 
and  would  concede  the  Committee  he  had  asked 
the  House  to  sanction. 

Mr.  CURTIS  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
House  was  debating  a  subject  of  very  small  im- 
portance indeed.  It  could  matter  very  little  to 
what  particular  Committee  an  inquiry  of  this 
kind  was  relegated  ;  for  it  was  an  inquiry  of  a 
positive  character  into  certain  facts.  The  Com- 
mittee would  simply  inquire  and  report  to  the 
House  the  cost  to  the  colony  of  the  two  mis- 
sions of  Sir  Julius  Yogel  to  England.  It  was 
a  matter  upon  which  there  could  be  no  con- 
troversy, and  no  political  feeling  could  possibly 
be  introduced.  Therefore  it  was  a  matter 
of  little  importance  whether  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  nominated  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames,  or  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee.  There  was,  however,  one 
reason  for  referring  the  question  of  these  ac- 
counts to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  and 
that  was  that  since  that  Committee  had  been 
formed  it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  House  to 
refer  questions  of  the  kind  to  it  for  investigation. 
It  was  generally  understood  that  the  Committee 
was  a  tribunal  of  an  impartial  character,  chosen 
to  investigate  questions  of  expenditure.  The 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  CSty  East  had 
expressed  surprise  that  the  Committee  had  not 
hitherto  met ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
mistaken  upon  that  point.  It  had  held  one 
meeting,  ana  he  was  informed  it  was  not  the  cus- 
tom to  meet,  as  a  general  rule,  unless  to  consider 
queationg  referred  to  it  by  the  House.     The 


Committee  had  this  session  met  without  haring 
anything  referred  to  it  by  the  _  House.      When 
the  present  Government  came   into    power,  the 
Prime  Minister  called  the  Cominitt.ee  together — 
that  being  his  duty,  as  its  appointment,  though 
not  propped  by  that  honorable  gentleman,  had 
been  moved  by  his  predecessor — with  the  object 
of  consulting  the  Committee  with  respect  to  the 
publication   of   certain  correspondence    between 
the  Government  and  the  Crown   Agenta.       The 
Government  were  doubtful  whether  some  por- 
tions of  it  were  not  of  a  confidential  character, 
and  they  thought  it  desirable  to  consult  the  Com- 
mittee as  to  whether  it  would  be  for  the  public 
interest  to  publish  that  correspondence  in  extenso. 
The  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  there  were 
some  parts  of  that  correspondence  which  must  be 
considered  to  be  of  a  confidential  character,  and 
which  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  publish,  and 
they  thought  that  the  Government  might  wisely 
exercise  their  discretion  in  publishing  only  such 
parts  of  that  correspondence  as  it  was  necessary 
to  lay  before  the  House.     If  this  question  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  it 
would  no  doubt  be  inquired  into,  and  the  Com- 
mittee would  report  the  actual  statement  of  fActa 
to  the  House  without  any  political  feeling  enter- 
ing into  the  question  in  any  way  whaterer. 

Mr.  STOUT  regretted  that  considerable  time 
should  have  been   taken  up  in  discussing  this 
matter.     This  arose  from  the  way  in  which  the 
Government  inaugurated  debates.       Tliej  inau- 
gurated a  debate  on  the  Counties  Bill,  and  they 
inaugurated  a  debate  on  a  telegram,  and   now 
on  the  question  of  appointing  a  Committee  the 
names  of  which  they  did  not,  he  believed,  quarrel 
with.      What  was  the  use  of  having  a  debate, 
lasting  for  about  an  hour,  on  a  thing  which  tbey 
now  idmitted  was  of  no  moment  ?     He  could  not 
understand  that  at  all.      If  what  was  to  be  in- 
vestigated was  of  no  moment,  why  should  they 
not  agree  to  the  motion  ?     If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames,  wlio  moved  for  the  Commit- 
tee, was  not  allowed  to  be  on  the  Committee,  the 
result  might  be  that  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee might  never  meet  or  dbcuss  the  matter. 
He  could  not  possibly  conceive  why  the  Govern- 
ment  should  raise  such  an  obstruction  to  the 
public  business. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  it  was  not  very  agree- 
able to  honorable  members  of  the  House,  either 
individually  or  collectively,  to  be  placed  under 
the  necessity  of  scrutinizing  the  character  of  a 
Committee  as  to  whether  it  would  act  fiiirlv  or 
not.    For  his  own  part,  he  should  have  had  no 
objection  whatever  to  have  seen  the  proposition 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  ac- 
ceded to,  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarkable 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East.    The  honorable  member  emphatically 
declared  that  the  Public  Accounts  Osmmittee 
was  not  a  fair  tribunal ;  he  called  it  a  paekixt 
tribunal.    The  honorable  member  chose  to  use 
the  word  "  packed,"  and  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  threw 
that  word  back  in  his  teeth.    It  was  most  essen- 
tially a  packed  Committee  which  was  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames.    It  was 
a  Committee  compoeed,  with  yezy  few  exoepfcionii 
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of  known  political  opponents  and  attackers  of 
Sir  JaliuB  Vogel — persons  known  to  be  so,  with 
Tery  few  exceptions;  and  therefore,  if  such  a 
yexy  improper  expression — and  he  held  it  to  be  a 
very  improper  terra  to  us© — if  such  an  improper 
phrase  as  "  packed  "  could  be  used  with  reference 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  h  fortiori  it 
was  practicallj  applicable  to  the  Committee  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 
The  subject  to  which  this  Committee  referred 
was  one  upon  which  there  could  be  nothing  more 
than  a  matter  of  examination.  The  object  for 
which  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed was  not  to  advise  as  to  a  financial  policy, 
OT  to  decide  a  financial  policy — to  point  out  where 
the  financial  policy  of  the  Qovemment  was  wrong, 
and  make  some  recommendation  for  some  other 
policy  as  a  substitute  for  it.  The  Committee  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  such  a  matter.  The 
Public  Accounts  Committee  in  this  country  was 
somewhat  similar  to  the  Committee  in  England, 
where  it  held  a  very  important  position  with 
reference  to  the  Imperial  Parliament:  it  was 
simply  a  Committee  to  determine  whether  the 
will  of  the  Parliament  had  been  properly  given 
effect  to,  whether  moneys  had  been  expended 
in  accordance  with  the  will  of  Parliament,  and 
whether  the  accounts  had  been  kept  in  the  way 
in  which  the  Parliament  desired  that  they  shoula 
be  kept ;  and  it  was  intended  to  be  a  check  on  the 
improper  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  The 
Committee  had  from  time  to  time  made  most 
valuable  suggestions  as  to  the  way  of  stating  the 
public  accounts.  The  jquestion  as  to  whether 
there  should  be  a  Controller  or  not  was  one  of 
the  questions  brought  before  the  Imperial.  Pub- 
lic Accounts  Committee,  and  after  a  great  deal 
of  consideration  and  investigation  they  reported 
against  it.  The  Imperial  Board  of  Control 
was  consequently  done  away  with,  and  a  sys- 
tem of  audit  established  in  its  place.  That 
was  a  specimen  of  the  functions  which  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  had  to  perform. 
The  Committee — as  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons — had  to  consider  all  matters  re- 
ferred to  it  in  connection  with  the  public 
accounts.  It  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
regard  to  indicating  the  financial  policy  of  the 
Gbvemment;  still  less  had  it  any  right  to  say 
that  the  financial  policy  had  worked  injuriously. 
It  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  that.  That 
was  a  Ministerial  question.  It  was  a  question  for 
which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  his  colleagues 
were  entirely  responsible  for  initiating,  and  this 
House  for  adopting  or  rejecting.  It  would  be 
most  improper  for  this  House  to  relegate  to  any 
Committee  the  question  of  determining  .what 
should  or  should  not  be  the  financial  policy  of 
the  country.  With  reference  to  the  Committee 
under  consideration,  he  thought  it  might  have 
been  accepted  as  proposed.  He  thought  it  would 
have  been  more  aiiFantageous  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
if  it  had  been  so  accepted,  because  he  believed 
its  report  would  be  exactly  the  same  as  that  of 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee — namely,  that 
so  many  pounds  shillings  and  pence  would  be 
shown  to  have  been  expended  exactly  in  the  same 
direction  by  the  one  Committee  or  the  other. 


It  certainly  could  not  be  shown  that  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  had  been  in  any  way  favoured  by  the  Pub- 
lic Accounts  Committee.  By  the  action  taken 
by  some  honorable  members  it  might  be  thought 
possible  that  everything  would  not  be  reported  as 
It  should  be  by  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 
His  only  reason  for  opposing  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  was  the  im- 
proper imputation  which  had  been  oast  upon  the 
tionor  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  For 
that  reason,  he  should  oppose  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         23 

Koes         89 


Majority  against . . . 


16 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lantour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  Qt.  Grey, 
Mr.  HamUn, 
Mr.  Hursthonse, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lusk, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Borke, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Bees. 


KOBS. 

Major  Atkinson,  Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Bunny,  Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Button,  Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Bichmond, 

Sir  B.  Douglas,  Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  G-ibbs,  Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Tesohemaker, 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Wason, 

Captain  Kenny,  Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Lamach,  Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Lumsden,  Tellers, 

Mr.  G.  McLean,  Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Pyke. 

Pais. 
For,  J^aimt, 

Mr.  Takamoana.  |  Mr.  Tribe. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
Question  put,  "  That  the  amendment  be  agreed 
to;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with^ 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         48 

Noes         16 

Minority  for        82 
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Ayis. 


Major  Atkinson, 

Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Ballanoe, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Bryoe, 

Mr.  O'Rorke, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Peaice, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  Carrington, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  aibbs, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Stevens,     . 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Hursthottse, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  WliiUker, 

Mr.  Lamaoh, 

Mr.  Wooloock. 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Tellert, 

Mr.  a.  McLean. 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.  Pyke. 

No 

BB. 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Bignan, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Sir  Or,  Gh^y, 

Teller$. 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Mr.Rees. 

Pa 

IB. 

For, 
Mr.  Tribe.                    1 

Aaaimt, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

T.  JOYCE. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply, 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved.  That  this  House  will, 
on  Friday,  the  18th  day  of  October,  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  an  address  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  requesting  him  to 
place  the  sum  of  £398  on  the  estimates,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  recommendation  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Joyce.  He  moved  the  motion  in  this  way,  be- 
cause he  saw  little  chance  of  getting  tbe  matter 
under  the  notice  of  tbe  House  if  he  trusted  to 
the  ordinary  course.  He  would  not,  however, 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  offering  any 
remarks  upon  the  case. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that,  if  the  Government 
were  not  prepared  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
matter  through  the  suddenness  of  the  honorable 
gentleman's  motion,  it  would  perhaps  be  better 
to  postpone  it  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  case,  which  was  a  very  de- 
serving one,  and  had  been  very  fully  investigated 
by  the  Public  Petitions  Committee. 

Mr.  BARFF  said  there  had  been  plenty  of 
time  for  honorable  members  to  make  themselves 


acquainted  with  the  facts  of  tbe  case,  for,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  seseion,  a  printed  €K>py  of 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Joyce,    of  G-reymouth, 
with  his  signature,  was  pkoed  in   the  pigeon-hole 
of  each  honorable  member ;    and  from   what  he 
knew  of  the  case,  he  could   onlj  say  that   the 
injury  done  to  Mr.  Joyce  was  tbe  grossest  piece 
of  injustice  he  had  ever  heard    of.     He  knew 
nothing  of  the  case  before  he  oame  bere,  but  he 
was  firmly  of  opinion  that  the  vrrong  done  ought 
to  be  righted  as  speedily  as  possible.     He  did  not 
wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  tbe  House  by  re- 
peating the  statements  contained  in  tbe  petition. 
He  would  only  say  that    it    contained   matter 
which  he  hoped  had  been  read  by  eyery  member 
of  the  House.    He  would  not  say  anything  of  the 
action  of  the  G-ovemment  officer  concerned,  be- 
cause any  honorable  member  vrbo  remarked  on 
the  conduct  of  Government  officers  was   imme- 
diately told  that  they  were  tbe  most  efficient 
officers  in  the  world ;  but  any  person  who  read 
the  petition  and  the  evidence,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  great  injustice  bad  not  been  done 
to  Mr.  Joyce,  could  know  nothing  of  tbe  mean- 
ing of  the  English  language. 
Amendment  negatived. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  in  Committee  of  Supply. 

Class  I. — Public  Dbpabtmekts. 

Legislative,  £31,005  2s. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  do  not  oflTer  any  ex- 
cuse for  rising  to  address  the  Committee ;  and  I 
will  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  very 
little  time.     I  will  endeavour  to  be  as  brief  as 
possible  in  my  remarks.    It  is  now  four  months 
since  Parliament  met,  and  three  months  -since  the 
Financial  Statement  was  made,  but  we  have  had 
no  discussion  upon  the  finances  of  the  colony. 
The  tables  usuiuly  appended  to  the  Financial 
Statement  were  not  so  appended  when  the  state- 
ment was  delivered,  ana  members  could  not  un- 
derstand the  accounts  until  they  had  the  tables 
before  them.    I  wish  to  offisr  this  observation: 
The  accounts  of  the  colony,  or  rather  the  abstract 
of  accounts,  presented  to  the  House,  are  in  such  a 
form  and  so  complicated  that  they  are  very  diffi- 
cult to  understand,  even  by  those  who  are  well 
up  in  fiffures.    I  have  endeavoured  to  arrive  at  a 
knowledge  of  the  accounts.    I  will  put  my  opin- 
ions before  the  Committee,  and  the  Committee 
will  take  them  for  what  they  are  worth ;  and  I 
will  endeavour  by  fifiures — not  too  many,  but 
some — to  show  why  I  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusions which  I  will  state  as  I  proceed.    In  the 
statement  made  last  night  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
said  there  was  an  available  balance  of  £50,000 
with  which  to  commence  this  year.    I  take  ex- 
ception to  that,  because  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
show,  and  no  doubt  many  honorable  memben 
have  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion,  that,  so  far 
from  there  being  an  available  balance,  there  is 
a  very  large  deficit.    In  order  to  do  that,  I  viJJ 
turn  to  page  9  of  the  accounts  furnished.    The 
actual  receipts    and    expenditure  for  the  year 
ending  dOth   June,    not    including    assets   and 
liabilities,  are  there  given.     The  ordinaiy  re- 
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ymnim  vm  £1,701,843  lU.  Id.,  which  wm  Terr 
much  IflH  Utfua  the  TreMurer  hut  sesuon  etti- 
BBstad  ii  would  be.  There  was  a  faUiog  off  of 
£99,019  fie.  8d.  in  the  Cuttome,  end  £10,590  in 
the  Stempe.  There  were  tome  imall  inore&Mt  on 
•OBM  iteme ;  but  there  wu  e  fidling  off  to  the 
ezteiii  of  £13,467  in  the  eetimeted  profit  ou 
Beilwmje.  In  the  item  of  Becoyeries  for  in- 
terest on  eooount  of  railwejs  constructed,  the 
MDooni  obtained  from  the  prorinces  wee  £48,000 
less  than  estimated.  Altogether,  these  are  tczj 
•enom  deflnendee  in  the  reyenue;  and,  unless 
there  be  a  oorrssponding  reduction  in  the  ex- 
penditure, it  most  be  eyident  to  honorable 
members  that  the  balance  which  the  honor- 
able member  anticipated  will  not  show  up  at 
the  end  of  the  jtmr.  There  is  in  the  item 
of  Incidental  Beoeipto  £51,000,  which  is  not 
eo  much  as  the  amount  estimated  bj  £16,677, 
and  jet  included  in  that  sum  is  an  amount  of 
£37,500,  intersst  paid  by  the  Buik  of  New  Zea- 
land upon  the  proceeds  of  loan  deposited  with 
that  Bank  in  London.  I  would  say  here  that  it 
wae  impossible  to  disooTcr  from  the  abstract  of 
aecoonte  that  that  money  had  been  paid  by  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  or  that  the  incidental 
xeoeipte  were  in  part  made  up  by  that  money. 
The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  Sast 
obtained  that  information  from  the  Treasurer. 
The  £ftet  is  now  patent  to  us,  but  it  was  not 
known  before.  I  hare  prepared  a  statement,  and 
have  pat  down  recoTeriee  and  interest  upon 
eonstrocted  railways.  I  may  say  that  there  is 
soTen  thousand  pounds  odd  of  that  interest 
which  is  yet  to  be  recovered,  and  which  X  will 
pot  ae  an  aeset  when  I  come  to  the  question  of 
assets.  The  ordinair  revenue,  or  rather  tlie  re- 
venue taken  altogether,  not  including  receipts 
from  redemption  of  debentures  nor  advances 
iiom  PuUie  Works  Account,  against  which  there 
are  exaot  oontras,  nor  amounts  from  issue  of 
Treaeofj  Bilb,  as  shown  Mr  that  statement  in 
page  8^  receired  into  the  lYeasury,  amounts  to 
£1,806,^50  19s.  2d.,  and  is  made  up  of  these 


£        s.    d. 

Ordinary  Bevenne      

1,7013^  14    1 

Beeeipte  in  reduction  of  ezpen- 

ditaie          

54,158    2    2 

Bacoveriee  for  Interest  on  Con- 

Btmeted  Bailways 

49,454    8.  0 

£1,805,450  19    3 

The  expenditure,  honorable  gentlemen  will  see, 
amoonted  to  £1,980,886  7s.  Id.,  and  consisted  of 
these  items, — 

£         s.   d. 

Civil  List         27,391  16    0 

Charges  of  Colonial  Debt  ...  590,831  6  2 
Under  Permanent  Acts  ...  56,888  5  3 
Appropriation  Acts  (Classes  1 

to  12  inclusive)       743,885    9    5 

Baihray  Stores  and  Workshops         43,981  16    2 

Befunds  of  Bevenue 8,602  10    8 

Unauthorised  Expenditure   ...         17,332    4    2 


Oanied  forward 


...  £1,488,868    5  10 


£  s.    d. 

Brought  forward 1,483,863    5  10 

Moiety  of  SUmp  Duty  ...         57,207    9    0 

Payments  to  Provinces  (Capi- 

Ution  and  Special  Allowance)  272,861  19  9 
Advances    from   Land    Fund, 

AucUand     201    4    6 

Advances    under    "Provincial 

Public  Works  Advances  Act, 

1874"  36,200    0    0 

Advances   under    "  Provincial 

Appropriation        Extension 

Act,  1875" 80,552    8    1 

£1,930,886  7  1 
The  Treasurer  estimated  last  year  that  he  would 
have  to  pay,  before  the  30th  June,  £742,807,  and 
there  was  actuaUv  onbr  paid,  for  reasons  partly 
stated  by  Sir  JuUus  Yogel,  £590,000.  I  shall 
call  attention  to  this  again ;  meantime  the  figures 
show  the  total  amount  of  expenditure  of  cash 
paid  was  £1,930,886,  and  the  revenue  was  only 
£1,805,450,  leaving  a  deficit  between  the  receipts 
and  expenditure,  without  including  Treasury  bills, 
of  £125,435.  I  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain 
what  the  liabilities  and  assets  were  for  the  year ; 
I  do  not  speak  of  the  liabilities  and  assets  of  the 
previous  year,  but  for  the  year  ending  30th  June 
last.  By  the  accounts  presented  to  this  House 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  on  the  15th  August  last, 
the  liabilities  were  stated  to  be  £59,614 12s.  lOd. ; 
there  was  also  due  to  provinces  under  "  Payment 
to  Provinces  Act,  1872,"  a  sum  of  £3,963  Os.  3d. 
The  honorable  gentleman  now  makes  the  total 
amount  £90,410  12s.  2d.  The  assets  due  from 
the  Imperial  G-overnment  on  account  of  postage 
were  stated  to  be  £12,500.  The  interest  firom 
proTinces  on  account  of  railways  of  the  pro- 
vinces was  £7,681  14s.  3d.,  leaving  a  balance  of 
£43,395  18s.  lOd.,  of  outstanding  liabilities  in 
excess  of  assets.  Now  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  a  very  important  item 
— that  is,  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the 
debt  due  by  the  colony.  Some  of  these  amounts 
were  due  -upon  the  1st  of  July,  and  some  upon 
the  15th.  The  Treasurer,  in  making  his  state- 
ment last  year,  made  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  amounts  which  would  then  become  due. 
Ilie  amount  due  on  the  Ist  July  was  £9,369,  and 
the  amount  due  on  the  15th  July  was  £123,384, 
making  altogether  £132,753,  which  the  Treasurer 
estimated  to  pay  last  year,  but  which  he  did  not 
pay.  The  reason  that  money  was  not  paid  was 
that  the  Public  Bevenues  Act  was  passed  last 
year,  siler  the  honorable  gentleman  made  his 
statement.  I  would  direct  attention  to  the  8th 
section  of  that  Act,  which  states, — 

"  For  payment  of  the  charges  of  the  Public 
Debt,  the  order  on  the  Bank  shall  be  in  the  form 
in  the  Third  Schedule  hereto  annexed,  and  the 
amount  named  therein  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
agent  or  agents  duly  appointed  to  pay  such 
charges,  who  shall  be  named  in  such  onler.  All 
such  charges  shall  be  finally  charged  upon  the 
Consolidated  Fund  upon  the  day  upon  which  the 
same  become  due,  and  the  order  for  the  issue  to 
meet  the  same  shall  bear  the  same  date  accord- 
ingly." 
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The  next  section  I  consider  to  be  of  yerj  great 
importance — 

"For  payment  of  all  other  claims  upon  the 
G-ovemment  of  New  Zealand  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  order  on  the  Bank  shall  be  in  the 
form  in  the  fourth  schedule  hereto  annexed,  and 
the  Bank  shall  transfer  the  amount  named  there- 
in from  the  New  Zealand  Public  Account  to  a 
separate  branch  of  the  same,  called  the  '  Foreign 
Imprest  Account/  and  all  sums  so  transferred 
shall  bo  deemed  to  be  imprested  to  the  Agent- 
General." 

So  I  take  it  that,  in  order  to  hare  these  amount-s 
in  the  Bank  in  London  to  meet  the  payments,  if 
there  were  no  proceeds  of  the  loan  there,  thej 
would  require  an  imprest  account,  and  therefore 
that  amount  would  be  charged  to  the  Consolidated 
BeTeuu>9  for  the  year  just  past.  I  am  aware  or  I 
suppose  that  there  might  be  an  arrangement  made 
by  which  the  Agent-Qeneral  could  draw  upon  the 
colony  here  for  the  amount;  but  of  course  the 
colony  would  haye  to  pay  for  that.  What  I  wish 
to  point  out  is,  that  by  avoiding  the  payment  of 
that  money,  the  ayailable  balance  is  apparently 
£182,763  more  than  it  should  be.  I  think  that 
is  Teiy  important.  There  is  another  matter  which 
is  also  of  unportance.  The  interest  on  the  four 
million  is,  i  understand,  payable  half-yearly,  on 
the  1st  February  and  the  1st  August.  The  amount 
payable  on  the  Ist  of  August  last  was  dB90,000, 
and  the  amount  of  aocrued  interest  upon  the  80th 
June  would  be  £76,000 ;  and  yet  proyision  is  to 
be  made  in  London  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  when  it  becomes  due.  That  amount 
should  be  provided  by  remittance  from  this  some 
two  months  before  the  payment  is  actually  re- 
quired, but  it  is  a  fact  that  last  year  we  only 
paid  something  like  three-quarters  interest  on  the 
public  debt.  Although  that  cannot  occur  this 
year,  it  must  not  be  n>rgott«n  that  there  will  be 
still  that  outstanding  amount  for  which  provision 
must  be  made  either  by  the  Agent  drawing  upon 
the  colony,  or  by  the  colony  finding  the  money 
here  some  two  months  before  it  is  actually  neces- 
sary to  make  Ihe  payment  in  London.  To  sum- 
marize, as  I  liaye  shown,  the  expenditure  in 
exce»s  of  revenue  amounted  to  £125,435.  The 
liabilities  in  excess  of  outsianding  assets  during 
that  year  would  be  £43,000.  The  liabilities  on 
account  of  accrued  interest  and  sinking  fund  are 
£207,000,  altogether  £376,684.  If  we  deduct  the 
£75,000  due  on  the  1st  August,  there  will  be  a 
sum  of  about  £300,(K)0  of  a  deficiency  in  the 
amount  estimated  by  the  Treasurer.  I  know  that 
this  is  made  up.  I  know  that  the  honorable 
gentlemen  have  issued  £172,000  worth  of  Trea- 
sury bills ;  I  know  that  they  have  not  paid  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  which  they  estimated 
they  would  have  to  pay,  and  therefore  there  is 
£60,000  as  a  bank  balance.  I  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  this  fact,  which  the 
Treasurer  himself  will  not  deny:  We  are  told 
that  we  have  an  available  balance  of  £50,000,  but 
that  available  bahince  is  made  up  of  promissory 
notes  or  Treasury  biUs,  which  have  been  re- 
newed for  another  fire  years.  There  is  a  sum 
of  £132,000  interest  and  sinking  fund,  which 
is  not  paid,  and  which  the  Treasurer  last  year 


said  he  would  provide  for.  Now,  Sir,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  states  that  he  does  not  propose 
to  al»ndon  the  claims  upon  the  provinces  for 
the  amounts  which  have  been  advanced.  There 
was  a  sum  of  £48,000  advanced  to  Auckland  i 
£32,000  advanced  to  Westhwid  under  the  Pro- 
vincial Appropriations  Extension  Act.  There 
was  a  sura  of  £36,000  advanced  under  the  Public 
Works  Advances  Act;  and  I  think  the  honor- 
able gentleman  must  see  that  it  is  perfectlv  hope- 
less to  expect  ever  to  get  these  moneys  back  again. 
I  must  ssy  that,  however  they  may  look  on  the 
accounts,  the  fact  is  we  shall  never  get  these 
amounts  back  again. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  have  taken  them 
out  of  the  accounts. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  understand  that.  I 
am  taking  the  tables  published  with  the  Finan- 
cial Statement. 

Major  ATKINSON.- They  are  taken  out  of 
the  accounts. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  I  understond  the 
honorable  centleman  to  take  them  out ;  bat  he 
states  that  he  does  not  propose  to  abandon  them. 
He  has  not  taken  the  £172,000  of  Treasury  bUU 
out  of  the  account.  That  is  a  liability  which  most 
be  met  some  time,  or  must  be  added  to  the  per- 
manent debt.  I  think  the  honorable  gentleman 
must  see  that.  If,  then,  there  is  an  avulable 
balance,  it  is  made  up  out  of  proceeds  of  Treaaoiy 
bills. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— The  honorable  gentie- 
man  ynll  be  able  to  show  that  when  he  replies ; 
but  I  put  it  as  it  appears  in  the  accounts,  and  I 
have  looked  into  them  with  some  little  care.    It 
seems  to  me,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly — ^and  I 
shall  be  glad  if  the  honorable  gentleman  can  show 
that  I  am  wrong — that,  so  far  from  our  having  a 
balance  in  our  fiftvour  from  last  year,  if  the  interest 
and  sinking  fund  were  paid  up  to  the  15th  June 
we  shaU  be  £300,000  to  the  bad.    The  late  Trea- 
surer puts  down  the  amount  of  assets  available 
from  the  previous  year  at  £63,000 ;  but,  as  far  as 
I  can  make  out,  the  amount  of  assets  from  the  pre- 
vious year  is  only  £52,000,  made  up  in  this  way : 
Amount  from  railways  open  for  trafiic,  £9,000; 
Railway  Stores  Account,  £20,000 — ^this  was  taken 
as  an  asset  in  previous  year's  statement ;  Impe- 
rial Gorernment,  on  account  of  postage,  £11, 000} 
recoverable  from  Auckland  under  the  Provincial 
Works  Advances  Act,  £12,000.    To  that  extent^ 
these  amounts,  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
put  down  as  assets  for  the  year  1874-75,  have 
been  received ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  the  portion 
of  the  assets  which  he  expected  to  begin  the  year 
with,  and  which  was  stated  last  year  as  £50,000 
recoverable  from   the   provinces    in    respect  of 
the  Provincial  Works  Advances  Act,  can  be  re- 
covered.     I    understand    he    puts    that   down 
as  a  bad  debt,  or  not  likely  to  be  recovered 
for   some    time  at  all  events.    The    recoveries 
from  previous  years  are,  therefore,  at  the  out- 
side, £50,000  or  £60,000.     Having  dispoeed  of 
that  matter,  not  in  the  manner  1  should  like 
to  dispose  of  it;  but  as  I  see  it,  I  wish  now 
to  consider  what  the  proposals  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  are  for  the  present  year.    He 
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I  the  Oastoms  rvrenue  at  £1«240,000,  or 
£14^4  in  exoefls  of  what  was  obtained  last  year. 
Bot  he  was  warned  last  jear  by  many  honorable 
members,  myself  amongst  others,  that  the  Cus- 
loms  lerenue  had  reached  its  utmost  limit.  He 
thonght,  no  donbt»  he  was  making  a  veiry  modest 
astimate  when  he  pat  this  year's  rerenue  down  at 
io  modi  in  excess  of  last  year;  bat  he  was 
waned  lasi  year  that  the  revenae  had  reached  its 
Hmifc,  and  he  was  told  why.  He  was  told  that 
from  1866  to  1871  the  population  of  the  colony 
liad  increased  by  about  60,000  people,  and  that, 
noiwithatanding  that  increase,  the  Customs  rere- 
Boe  had  fallen  off  by  upwards  of  £100,000.  It 
was  slated  that  in  1866  there  were  197,860 
Suropeans  in  the  colony,  and  the  Customs  re- 
Tcnae  was  £848,230 ;  that  in  1871  there  were 
280,600  Baropeans  in  the  colony,  and  that  the 
Customs  TOTenne  was  £780,833.  So  that  there 
was  a  &Iling-off  of  more  than  £100,000  in  the 
ivfvnue,  notwithstanding  the  immense  increase 
m  popoiation  of  between  60,000  and  70,000.  It 
was  also  pointed  out  that  an  increase  in  popula- 
tion did  not  necessarily  cause  an  increase  in  rere- 
one ;  but  that  it  was  duo  to  the  increased  pur- 
diasing  power  of  the  people,  which  enabled  them 
to  boT  dutiable  goods.  The  honorable  gentleman 
stated  lasi  night  that  he  had  made  a  reduction 
npon  his  predecessor's  estimate  of  the  Customs 
rerenne  on  account  of  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
wwA. ;  but  he  ncTertheless  estimates  an  increase 
«f  £14,000  upon  last  year's  roTenue.  Allow  me 
to  draw  attention  to  the  remarks  of  an  able  busi- 
ness man  and  a  thorough  financier  in  a  neighbour- 
ing colony.  They  bear  exactly  upon  this  point, 
mdi  I  do  not  think  I  shall  be  taking  up  the  time 
id  the  Committee  unnecessarily  if  I  fortify  my 
opinion  by  that  of  a  gentleman  of  much  larger 
•zpenence,  and  one  who  is  as  thoroughly  able 
to  form  a  sound  opinion  as  any  man  in  these 
colooiee.  I  allude  to  Sir  James  McCulloch. 
He  stated  in  his  Budget  speech,  delivered  in 
the  Parliament  of  Yietoria  on  the  25th  of  July 

IftSt,— 

**  We  expect  to  reoeiTe,  through  the  Customs, 
£1,639,050,  or  £18,700  less  th«i  was  obtained 
frmn  thai  source  last  year.  It  may  bo  asked. 
What  reason  is  there  for  thinking  that  there  will 
noi  be  FSoeiTcd  through  the  Ctutoms  this  year 
aa  much  aa  was  receiyed  last  year,  if  not  more  ? 
1^  answer  is,  that  I  think  the  present  aspect  of 
aAura  in  the  colony  is  not  as  prosperous  as  was 
the  aepect  of  ai&irs  last  year.  Tkking  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony  as  a  whole,  and  considering 
the  weather  and  tne  present  state  of  the  worn 
Bmrket,  you  cannot  aToid  the  conclusion  that  the 
trade  of  the  country  may  be  seriously  affected 
daring  the  current  year.  There  is  no  doubt 
wfai^rer  that  the  reduction  in  the  value  of 
wool  wiU  affect  the  amount  of  money  to  be  re- 
eetved  into  the  colony  during  the  current  year  to 
the  extent  of  a  million  or  a  million  and  a  Quarter. 
That  is  a  rery  serious  amount  for  a  colony  of 
between  800,000  and  900,000  people,  because  the 
diminution  affects  all  classes.  It  may  be  said 
that  principally  it  touches  the  squatting  interest 
-^those  engaged  in  pastoral  pursuits  in  this 
edony  and  in  the  netghbottring  oolong.    Bat  the 


bulk  of  it  is  represented  by  people  resident  liere, 
who  spend  tlieir  money  here,  and  who  will  not 
spend  as  freely  as  they  would  have  done  under  a 
more  prosperous  state  of  circumstances." 

The  Treasurer  in  Victoria  made  a  redaction  in 
his  estimate  of  revenue,  and  stated  that  a  fall  of 
£1,000,000  in  the  price  of  wool  must  seriously 
affect  the  spending  power  of  800,000  people. 
But  how  will  the  fall  of  £1,000,000,  or  there- 
abouts, in  the  value  of  wool  in  New  Zealand, 
affect  the  spending  power  of  less  than  half  that 
number  of  people  ?  And  yet  the  Tronsurer  esti- 
mates an  increase  on  last  year's  revenue,  instead 
of  a  decrease  as  Sir  James  McCulloch  did.  My 
belief — and  I  regret  very  much  that  I  hare 
arrived  at  the  conclusion — is  that,  so  far  from  our 
Customs  revenue  being  so  great  as  last  year,  it 
will  be  very  considerably  less.  I  think  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  estimate  will  in  all  probability 
exceed  the  actual  revenue  by  £40,000.  What- 
ever it  may  be,  it  is  of  course  a  matter  of  opinion 
now,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  says ;  but  he  was 
wrong  in  his  opinion  last  year  to  the  extent  of 
neorly  £100,000,  therefore  the  opinion  of  those 
who  differ  from  him  is  as  likely  to  be  correct  as 
his  own.  The  estimate  formed  for  the  six  months 
of  the  present  year  of  profit  upon  railways  con- 
structed is  £84,000.  Last  year  he  estimated  the 
difference  between  the  amount  to  be  received  and 
the  amount  to  be  expended  at  £20,000 ;  but  he 
was  upwards  of  £13,CK)0  in  error  in  that  estimate. 
I  am  aware  that  in  this  case  also  the  estimate  for 
the  current  year  is  only  a  matter  of  opinion  :  but 
as  the  honorable  gentlemau  was  wrong  last  year, 
I  fear  he  is  not  more  likely  to  be  right  this  year. 
If  you  take  £220,000  from  that  amount  as  well 
as  the  amount  to  be  taken  from  the  Customs 
revenue,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  under-estimat« 
ing  the  amount  of  revenue  for  the  present  year 
to  say  that  it  will  be  £60,000  loss  than  the  honor- 
able gentleman  estimates.  I  hope  it  may  be  shown 
that  I  am  wrong,  but  I  fear  it  is  very  probable 
that  such  will  be  the  case.  I  had  made  out  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  deficit  which  would  arise 
from  the  necessity  to  find  money  to  pay  interest 
and  sinking  fund  upon  the  debts  of  some  of  the 
provinces ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman  has,  in  a 
form  which  I  think  will  rather  astonish  the  coun- 
try, made  out  figures  on  this  point  which  I  must 
take  as  correct,  seeing  that  they  stand  out  so 
distinctly  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  them. 
During  the  six  months  from  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber to  the  end  of  June,  there  will  be  £146,595  to 
the  debit  of  the  provinces.  To  meet  this  debit 
balance,  he  proposes  to  issue  Treasury  bills. 
There  are  three  credit  balances  —  Taranaki, 
£18,000 ;  Canterbury,  £75,000 ;  and  Otago, 
£1,240.  A  portion  of  that  Canterbury  bahtnce 
is  made  up  of  £40,000  to  be  received  on  the  1st 
May  for  pasturage  rents,  which  are  payable  yearly, 
so  that  it  is  in  excess  if  considered  as  a  half- 
yearly  estimate.  So  that,  if  we  deduct  the  credit 
balance  from  the  debit  balance,  there  will  actually 
be  £67,113  18s.  7d.,  for  which  the  Treasurer  will 
hare  to  issue  Treasury  bills  after  he  absorbs  the 
whole  of  the  Land  Fund  from  all  the  provinces. 
Without  absorbing  that  Land  Fund,  he  must 
iasue  for  the   hau-year  Treasury  billa  to  the 
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Amount  of  £146,000 ;  and  I  think  we  may  fear 
that  for  the  wliole  Tear  there  will  be  eomething 
like  £300,000  to  debit.  I  am  aware  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  £172.000  of  Treasury  bills  has  gone 
to  pay  a  portion  of  the  current  expenses  for  the 
proyinoes  to  the  Slst  December ;  but,  that  being 
the  amount  for  the  half-year,  I  thiuk  it  is  not  an 
OTcr-eetimate  to  say  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
they  will  be  £260,000  in  debt  to  the  General 
Goremment.  Now,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman 
intande  to  issue  Treasury  bills  to  the  extent  of 
£60,000  to  meet  the  expenditure.  WeU,  I  haye 
shown  that,  so  far  from  there  being  a  real  surplus 
to  go  on  with,  it  was  made  up  of  proceeds  mm 
Treasury  bills. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No  such  thing. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  The  interest  and 
finking  fund  which  should  hare  been  paid  on 
the  16th  June  was  not  charged  to  lut  jear ;  and 
the  oondusion  we  must  all  come  to  is,  that,  if 
there  be  no  Treasury  bills,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  the  current  rerenue  to  meet  the  current 
expenses.  That  is  not  a  happy  state  of  things. 
There  were  £400,000  of  Treasuiy  bills  ouUtand- 
ing  two  years  ago.  We  hare  to  add  £172,000 
for  last  year,  and  we  propose  to  add  £160,000 
this  year.  We  propose  to  borrow  £260,000  to 
pay  off  preyindal  liabilities  on  account  of  works 
contracted  for;  and  I  will  ask  honorable  membera 
if  that  is  a  pleasant  position  to  be  landed  in  P 
I  am  aware  that  honorable  memben  will  say 
that  we  haye  a  large  railway  property,  that 
by-and-by  it  wiU  be  more  proauotiye  than  it  is 
at  present,  and  that  there  need  be  no  fear  for 
the  future.  I  also  think  there  need  be  no  fear 
of  our  suryiyin^  our  present  difBoulties  and 
the  perils  looming  in  the  future,  if  we  look 
them  fairly  in  the  Amm;  but  if  we  go  on 
increasing  our  debt  b^  issuing  Treasury  bills  to 
meet  current  expenditure,  there  will  be  great 
fear.  Last  year  it  was  pointed  out  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wairaiapa,  in  reply  to  a  state- 
ment I  made  about  the  indebtedness  of  this 
oolony  compared  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  that 
we  had  not  taken  into  aoooont  the  railways 
of  Great  Britain.  Those  railways,  in  *n>und 
numbers,  come  to  about  £660,000,000,  and  if 
we  put  that  down  at  6  per  cent,  and  add  it 
to  amount  of  interest  on  the  National  Debt,  it 
would  come  to  upwards  of  £60,000,000  a  year ; 
but  if  England  had  to  pay  that  to  a  foreign 
creditor,  I  would  like  to  know  what  would  her 
position  be  P  Now,  we  owe  a  debt  of  nearly 
£20,000,000  to  the  foreign  creditor,  and  the 
interest  payable  .annuaUy  on  that  amount  goes 
out  of  the  country ;  and  it  \»  estimated— other 
honorable  memben  will  show  what  the  exact 
^gures  are — ^that  the  priyate  indebtedness  of  this 
colony  amounts  to  something  like  £10,000,000, 
interest  upon  whieh  has  also  to  be  sent  Home 
eyery  year  to  the  shareholden  of  the  banks, 
priyate  companies,  and  indiyidnals  who  send 
money  out  to  the  colony  for  inyestment.  That 
amounts  to  nearly  £2,000,000,  which  has  to  be 
sent  Home  from  the  oolony  annually.  The 
priyate  indebtedness  is  an  important  item  when 
we  are  considering  the  whole  aebt  of  the  colony ; 
and  I  ask  the  House  and  the  country  to  con- 


sider whether,  with   such  a   laiige   puUio  and 
priyate  debt  hanging  oyer  our  heads,  it  is  not 
time  that  we  should  set  our  houee  in  order,  and 
prepare  for  the  future— that  we  should  oease  to 
think    that  the  miserable  expedient  of  issuing 
Treasury  bills  is  a  safe  or  wise  mode  of  meeting 
a  great  difficulty.    Sir,  when  we  look  at  foreign 
countries  we  may  gather  some  idea  of  what  may 
be  in  store  for  us.    And  here  I  wish  to  point 
out,  before  X  go  further,  that  we  bare  no  store,  no 
accumulated  sarings  of  money  amongst  the  great 
mass  of  the  people.     If  any  of  os  purchase  1,000 
acres  of  land,  we  go  to  a  bank   or  some  other 
place  to  borrow  money  to   fence   and  stock  it. 
There  is  scarcely  one  of  us  who  works  within  his 
means.    I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  borrowing  is 
olgectionable, proyided  we  go  to  work  wisely;  but 
do  not  let   us  forget   that  the    interest    which 
we    haye    to  pay   upon   our    colonial    debt   is 
paid  to  a  foreign  country.    The  war  enenses  of 
France,  when  she    was    inyaded    by    Germany, 
including  war  indemnity,  amounted  to  something 
like  £870,000,000  in  three  years.     Upon  the  con- 
clusion of  peace  France  was  called  upon  to  pay 
£200,000,000  war  indemnity,  and  it  was  proyided 
by  loan,  largely  subscribed  for  by  the  French 
themselyes,  and  the  money  paid  from  the  sayings 
and  thrift  of  the  people.    If  she  had  had  to  go 
into  the  money  markets  of  foreign  countries  she 
would  haye  found  it  impossible  to  get  that  money. 
Now  let  us  take  other  countries  that  haye  ex- 
hausted their  sayings.    Take  the  case  of  Spain  : 
what  are  her  bonds  worth  at  the  present  mo- 
ment P    Then  asain,  look  at  Egypt,  which  was 
at  one  time,  and  is  now,  a  preat  grain-exporting 
country.    What  is  the  condition  of  her  finances? 
They  were  in  such  a  hopeless  state  of  confusion 
that   it    was  necessary    to    send    a    gentleman 
from  England  to  examine  into  their  condition. 
Take  Turkey^.    She  is  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy, 
and  from  what  course  does  this  result  proceed? 
From  the  &ot  that  the  people  themselyes  are 
not  in  a  position  to  assist  the  Goyemment.  That 
is  the  point  to  which  I  wish  chiefly  to  direct  at- 
tention.   To  a  large  extent  we  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  foreign  cr^itor,  and  we  must  decreass 
our  expenses  and  increase  our  exports  to  keep 
ourselyes   in   a   safe   condition.     Haying   said 
this   much,  I  merely    wish    now,  Sir,  to  add 
that,  if  we  apply  ourselyes  resolutely  to   the 
yery  difficult  task  which  we  haye  before  us,  all 
will  yet  be  well.    Last  year  Uus  difficulty  was 
like  a  cloud    upon    the   horison — a  cloud  not 
bigger  than  a  man's  hand ;  but  this  year  it  has 
spread  to  the  senith,  and  if  we  are  not  careful, 
we  shall  be  oyerwhehned  by  the  storm.    I  ask 
honorable  membera  now  to  consider  the  position 
of  the  country,  and  to  ask  themselyes  whether 
the  time  has  not  come  for  making,  not  a  cheese- 
paring, but  a  large  reduction  in  the  expenses  of 
the  country.    I  ask  them  not  to  put  it  off  to 
another  year,  when  we  may  find  our  Customs 
reyenue,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  of  our  receints 
yery  much  decreased,  and  the  financial  diffiooltj 
not  apparent,  but  actually  come  upon  us.    It 
will  be  too  late  then  to  consider  what  we  should 
do.    I   pointed    out   last   year   that   the   time 
would  come,  and  come  soon,  when  we  should^ly 
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eompolkd  to  pat  a  tax  on  jpiopeTty.  I  know 
Bucb  a  tax  is  unpopalar.  The  lato  Oolonial 
Treasurer  (Sir  Julias  Yogel)  said  it  was  un- 
popalar, and  therefore  inexpedient ;  hut  as  sure 
as  I  stand  here  at  this  moment  it  will  hare  to 
oome.  The  honorable  member  for  dire  took 
that  Tiew  last  year,  and  asked  the  Goremment 
whether  ther  would,  daring  the  recess,  devise  a 
scheme  of  that  sort;  and  this  Gh>Temment,  or 
whateTer  Gk>Tamment  comes  after  them,  will 
hare  to  do  it.  It  is  wise,  now  that  we  can- 
not make  the  two  ends  meet,  to  consider  how 
they  can  be  made  to  meet.  I  know  that  my 
▼lews  will  be  regarded  as  gloomy.  I  have  been 
told  that  we  are  about  to  borrow,  and  that  it  is 
not  wise,  under  these  circumstances,  to  bring 
discredit  upon  the  finances  of  the  country ;  but  I 
beltere  the  best  friends  of  the  country  are  those 
who  fearlessly  speak  the  truth ;  and  it  is  because 
I  believe  that  it  will  require  aU  the  patience,  all 
the  energy,  all  the  prudence^  and  all  the  hopeful- 
ncse  of  our  people  to  meet  the  dii&oulty  that  is 
coming  upon  us  that  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  dntj 
to  speak  fnely.  I  do  not  speak  with  any  desire 
to  make  the  financial  position  appear  worse  than 
it  is.  My  character,  I  think,  will  protect  me  from 
the  ohai^  of  knowingly  saying  anything  that 
would  damage  the  credit  of  the  colony.  I  also 
have  some  little  stake  in  the  eonntry,  and  I  intend 
to  lire  in  it  for  the  rest  of  my  days.  Sir,  I  wish 
to  avert  the  calamity  which  may  overtake  us  if 
wa  do  not  exercise  ordinary  prudence;  and  I 
hope  and  trust  that  the  Oommittee  will  believe 
that  I  am  actuated  br  these  feelings,  and  not  by 
WMj  desire  to  make  the  finance  of  the  honorabie 
gentlsmaa  look  worse  than  it  really  is.  I  com- 
mend to  this  Committee  very  great  prudence  and 
▼enr  great  care  in  dealing  with  the  estimates. 
I  know  well  that  honorable  members  cannot 
make  reductions  in  this  or  that  salary ;  but  I  am 
•ure  that  the  time  has  come  now  when  we  should 
say  to  ICinisters,  "  So  much  we  can  afford  to  give 
yiNDi }  vo  gi^A  jou  a  lump  sum  for  each  department, 
and  you  must  make  that  do."  I  think  the  time 
has  come  ibr  that.  I  would  not  move  a  resolution 
in  that  dlreetion  becaote  it  might  lead  to  a  com- 
plication ;  but  if  Mr.  Speaker  had  been  in  the 
ohaar  I  would  have  moved  to  this  effect :  "  That 
it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  that 
the  financial  condition  of  the  country  impera- 
tively demands  that  extensive  reductions  should 
be  made  in  nearl/  all  the  departments  of  the 
pnblio  snrvioe."  Sir,  I  have  done,  and  I  am  sorry 
1  could  not  take  a  more  satisfactorv  view,  a  more 
hopeful  view,  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  I 
have  given,  I  fear  very  imperfectly,  what  I  believe 
to  be  the  position  of  the  llnanees  oi  the  country. 
Mid  I  trust  that  honorable  members  will  consider 
this  a  far  mora  aerioos  question  than  any  that  has 
yet  oome  before  na. 

Sir  G*.  OBBY.— I  move,  That  you  report  pro- 
gress, Sir,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  We  are 
entitled  to  a  reply  to  the  speech  which  has  just 
been  delivered. 

M^or  ATKINSON.-— I  certainly  object  to  re- 
porting progreea.  I  have  put  my  views  before 
the  eonntry,  and  nothing  the  honorable  member 
hf  Akaro*  haa  said  has  shaken  a  singl#  statement 


I  made.  In  due  oourse,  I  will  refer  to  the  honor- 
able member's  remarks,  but  a  Minister  cannot  be 
expected  to  set  up  to  answer  every  honorable  mom* 
her  who  makes  a  speech.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  not  touched  one  of  my  figures  or  one  of 
my  facts  s  and  I  will  undertake  to  prove  that  to 
the  Oommittee  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  think  the  Premier  is  right 
He  cannot  be  expected  to  answer  eveiy  speech 
that  is  made.  But  is  the  honorable  gentleman's 
party  organisation  in  such  a  state  that  he  has  no 
one  to  put  up  to  reply  to  ti^e  honorable  member 
for  AkaroaP  There  appears  <o  be  no  one  to 
apeak  upon  finanoe  except  the  Premier,  and  one 
would  think  there  was  no  one  competent  on  that 
side  of  the  House  to  do  so.  I  may  say  it  was  the 
same  last  year.  I  have  notioed,  that  when  a  de- 
bate on  finance  comes  on,  three-fourths  of  the 
members  of  the  House  retire,  as  if  tbey  do  not 
care  a  fg  about  the  finances  of  the  country. 
Some  honorable  members,  to  whom  we  have  a 
right  to  look  for  some  criticism  upon  finance, 
are  content  to  say  "  Hear,  hear,"  to  the  Premier, 
and  never  bother  their  heads  with  taking  part  in 
any  debate  that  comes  on.  To  decide  whether 
the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  has  touched  the 
figures  of  the  Premier  or  not  would  require  some 
little  study ;  but  I  think  he  has  made  this  point, 
which  all  members  who  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  go  over  the  accounts  must  be  cognizant  of — 
that  Uf  that  the, colony  has  been,  as  stated  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr. 
Macandrew,  lately,  expending  more  money  than 
its  ordinary  revenue.  Of  course,  that  difficulty 
u  met  out  of  loans  and  Treasury  bills. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  stated  so. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No  doubt  the  Premier  admitted 
it,  but  he  did  not  go  &r  enough.  I  think  he 
ought  to  have  propoMd  a  remedy.  There  are  two 
remedies  that  mi^t  be  applied.  The  first  is  that 
the  Government  should  dispense  with  a  large 
amount  of  the  additional  services  they  are  create 
ing.  The  tendency  has  been  to  create  new  de» 
ointments,  such  aa  the  Forest  Department,  the 
Weather  Department,  and  all  kinds  of  depart- 
ments t  and  this  increase  is  still  going  on.  We 
are  going  to  have  an  Inspector  of  Prisons'  Depart- 
ment ;  and  we  should  have  had  other  expenditure 
in  reference  to  a  central  prison  if  the  House  had 
not  stopped  it.  Then  were  will  be  a  Lunatic 
Asylums  Department,  and  others.  If  Pariiament 
insists  on  new  departments  being  created,  honor* 
able  members  cannot  expect  but  that  they  wiU 
have  to  be  paid  for.  One  or  both  of  the  remedies 
must  be  adopted.  Hm  first  is  that  all  these  extra 
departments  must  be  swept  away,  and  the  Amo- 
tions of  the  Government  limited  i  and  the  other 
remedy  is,  that  all  the  higher  salaries  should  be 
reduced.  That  should  be  done,  oonsidering  the 
position  the  colony  has  got  into.  Of  course  it  is 
well  known  that  in  mercantile  and  other  cirolea 
siUaries  rise  and  fall  according  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  country ;  and  the  remedy  I  now  see  is,  thift 
all  salaries  over  £200  or  £250  a  year  should  be 
proportionately  reduced  upon  a  sliding  scale. 
But  that  must  be  done  by  the  Government.  It 
M  hopeless  to  move  a  motion  to  that  eff^,  for  it 
would  be  made  a  rote  el  mmt  of  oonfidenoe  by 
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the  GoTenunent.  The  only  hope  of  anj  retrench* 
ment  reets  with  the  GoTomment  coming  down 
determined  to  make  some  stand  euoh  aa  I  hare 
indicated.  It  Ib  utterly  ueelees  to  disoaM  finance 
here ;  and  we  might  keep  np  a  debate  for  two  or 
three  weeks  on  it,  but  what  would  it  amount  to  P 
It  would  amount  to  this :  If  any  one  tabled  a 
motion  with  reference  to  expenditure,  the  GoTcrn- 
ment  would  say,  "  Oh,  abolition  is  threatened," 
and  their  supporters  would  rush  into  the  lobbies 
to  support  them.  All  the  Opposition  can  do  is  to 
point  out  the  state  the  oolony  had  got  into,  and 
point  out  two  remedies — the  two  I  hare  men- 
tioned. The  figures  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  may  be  incorrect,  in  one  or  two  respects  ; 
but  the  difference  is  only  as  to  the  method  of 
taking  the  accounts.  The  only  objection  that 
can  he  made  to  this  statement,  with  reference 
to  Treasury  bills  and  in  relation  to  the  debit 
balances  against  the  proTinces,  is  a  mere  matter 
of  account.  These  balances  are  treated  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  as  an  asset,  not  an  available 
asset  at  present.  He  charges  them  against  the 
proTinces ;  but  the  late  Treasurer  was  going  to 
raise  a  loan  of  three-quarters  of  a  million  in  carder 
to  repay  to  the  colony  these  adyances  to  the 
proTincee,  and  he  intended,  I  presume,  to  charge 
interest  to  the  proTinces.  The  Premier  now  pro- 
posed to  do  this :  to  take  these  items  and  xnake 
them  a  charge  against  the  provinces,  and  not 
to  raise  a  loan  to  pay  them  off.  I  presume  the 
charge  against  the  provinces  will  amount  to  this  : 
When  the  necessities  of  the  colony  required  it, 
the  Gt>Ternment  would  seize  upon  the  Land  Fund 
to  repay  those  adyances,  when  there  was  any  Land 
Fund  to  seize  upon.  There  have  been  advances 
to  Otago  under  "  The  ProTincial  Public  Works 
Advances  Act,  1876 ;"  and  if  the  Land  Fund  of 
that  proTince  should  be  more  than  sufficient  to 
pay  tne  subsidies  for  counties  and  Boad  Boards, 
1  have  no  doubt  that  the  Treasury  would  say, 
"  Here  is  an  advance  made  to  Otago.  You  must 
zepiy  this  out  of  the  Land  Fund."  That  is 
wnat  is  meant.  Those  provinces  in  which  there 
is  a  possibilitv  of  having  a  surplus  Land  Fund 
would  have  their  Land  Fund  taken ;  and  those 
in  which  there  was  no  possibility  of  a  surplus 
Land  Fund  would  have  the  advances  standing  in 
the  Treasury  books  against  them,  and  nothing 
more  would  be  done.    Everybody  sees  that  is  the 

r'tion  in -which  the  matter  would  be  left.  I 
not  intend  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee with  any  lengthy  statement  of  finance, 
because  it  seems  utterly  useless  to  do  so.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  proposed  charge  upon  Land 
Fund,  and  the  estimated  receipts,  as  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  show  at  once  that  the  tabu- 
lated statements  submitted  by  the  Treasurer  last 
year  as  to  the  effect  abolition  would  have  upon 
the  provinces  are  utterly  fiJlacions.  Not  one  of 
them  is  at  all  reliable.  For  instance,  Otago  was 
to  have,  over  and  above  its  subsidies,  something 
like  £160,000  a  year  for  public  works. 

Mi^'or  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  STOUT. — My  memory  may  be  inaccurate 
to  a  very  slight  extent.  But,  according  to  the 
tables  published  by  the  Treasurer,  showing  the 
flnanoial  results  of  the  new  aoheme— 


Major  ATKINSON.— Based  upon  the  provincial 
estimates  of  the  Latid  Fund. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Was  the  honorable  gentleman 
not  told  by  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa,  bj 
the  honorable  member  for  Taieri,  and  bj  myself, 
that  his  estimate  of  Land  Fund  was  utterly  falla- 
cious P 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  was  taken  from  their 
own  estimates. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  shall  take  Otago,  for  instanoe. 
The  amount  which  it  was  said  would  be  available 
for  public  works  in  the  country  districts  was  set 
down  as  £154,891.      That  amount   was   to    be 
available  for  public  works  in  the  countiy  districts 
of  Otago.    What  do  we  see  now?     The  state- 
ment submitted  by  the  Treasurer  shows  that  there 
wiU  be  left  for  six  months  a  balance  of  £1,244,  or 
about  £2,500  for  the  year,  out  of  the  £154,891 
that  was  to  be  available  for  public  works  iu  the 
country.      This  is  a  sample  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  electorates  of  this  colony  have  been 
deluded  by  the  finance  of  the  Ministiy .     I  do  not 
quote  all  the  provinces,  but  take  the  Province  of 
Otago  as  an  example,  because  I  have  near  me  the 
statistics  bearing  on  the  public  works  in  that 
province.    I  find  that  the  works  to  be  constructed 
in  country  districts  are  to  amount  to  £154,891. 
I  find  that  that  is  all  the  province  could  expect, 
as  stated  by  the  Treasurer ;  and  he  said  at  the 
same  time  that  there  would  be  a  gain  to  the 
province  of  something  like  £50,000  or  £60,000 
under  this  scheme  compared  with  the  past  ar- 
rangement.   I  now  hold  in  my  hand  the  report 
of  Uie  Provincial  Engineer ;  and  I  find  that  the 
total  expended  on  roads,  bridges,  harboura,  and 
waterworks  amounts  to  £159,587,  or  something 
like  £5,000  more  than  what  the  Treasurer  said 
was  to  be  expended  under   Abolition,  not  in- 
duding  also  the  large  sum  of  money — I  believe 
more  uian  half  this  amount — expended  on  branch 
railways  throughout  diffbrent  parts  of  the  pro> 
vince.    I  will  take  another  example — that  of  the 
Province  of  Auckland;  and  I  find  that  under 
the  proposed  scheme,  as  stated  by  the  Tkmsurer 
last  year,  he  makes  Auckland  to  be  a  gsiner  by 
£90,000.    Not  only  so,  but  all  that  was  to  be 
be  issued  to  meet  this  extra  £90,000  that  Auck- 
land was  to  get  was  £86,000  of  Treasury  bills. 
Well,  under  the  present  scheme  Auckland  has 
not  got  any  £90,000,  and    the  Treasury  bills 
required  to  meet  Auckland's  liability  will  amount 
to  £60,838.    Take,  again,  the  Province  of  West- 
land.    Under  the  present  scheme  in  Westland, 
there  was   to   be   expended   on   public  works 
£84,488.    Why,  according  to  the  statement  of  the 
Government  now,  WestUnd,  instead  of  having 
anything  to  expend,  would  actually  be  in  debt  to 
the  amount  of  £14,926.    And  so  all  through. 
One  has  only  to  lake  up  the  statement  of  last 
year,  and  read  the  one  this  year,  and  it  is  im- 
possible almost  to  believe  that  they  were  made 
by  the  same  honorable  gentleman — they  are  so 
irreconcilable  and  diverse.    I  need  not  go  into  the 
Provincial  Abolition  Financial  Arranj^ements  Bill 
It  is  well  known  to  the  House,  if  it  is  not  known 
to  the  country,  that  all  the  promises  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  Abolition  Bill  last  session  are  te 
be  broken  I  that  all  the  pledget  made  about  what 
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waa  to  be  cast  upon  the  Conaolidated  Bevenue 
are  to  be  tzeated  as  if  thej  bad  oeTer  been  made, 
and  are  not  intended  to  be  kept.  Of  ooune  that 
is  merely  what  the  Abolitioniate  are  to  expect  under 
this  rSffime,  I  would  now  draw  the  Treasurer's 
attention  to  the  position  affecting  these  colonial 
grants.  First,  he  says  that,  after  all  the  parine 
down  of  the  proTin<nal  public  works,  there  wiU 
be  required,  to  carry  on  tne  works  to  June  next,  a 
sum  of  £850,000  from  loan.  It  must  be  observed 
that  the  fixing  of  that  £860,000  assumes  that  the 
whole  of  the  guaranteed  debentures  of  £800,000 
haTe  been  utilized  to  the  fullest  extent.  Of 
eourse,  the  Treasurer  says  he  does  not  intend  to 
sell  them ;  he  intends  to  draw  upon  them — in 
fact,  to  mortgage  or  pawn  them.  But  it  will  be 
seen,  with  reference  to  this  £800,000,  that  it  is 
hardly  fair  to  say  that  they  are  only  going  to 
borrow  £860,000.  The  real  amount  of  borrowing 
— that  is,  the  debentures  that  will  require  to  be 
either  sold  or  pledged—will  be  the  £800,000  of 
the  Imperial  Guaranteed  Debentures,  and  this  new 
loan  of  £360,000.  Then  there  will  also  be  an 
amount — I  think  it  is  put  down  in  the  statement 
as  something  like  £400,000 — to  carry  on  the 
works  after  June,  and  before  authority  can  be 
got  from  this  Assembly  to  raise  a  new  loan. 
Now,  with  this  statement  before  us,  I  would 
ask  the  Committee  to  consider  what  is  proposed 
to  be  done.  I  am  afraid,  if  we  are  to  judge  of 
the  estimates  made  last  year  and  the  results,  we 
shall  find  that  the  estimates  made  last  year  were 
utterly  unreliable  in  many  respects,  and  that  is 
so  eyen  with  the  estimates  made  this  year  by  the 
late  Treasurer.  He  himself  estimated  the  Cus- 
toms revenue  to  amount  to  a  certain  sum,  and  it 
was  stated  in  the  Committee  last  night  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs  that  the  receipts  for 
the  quarter  had  been  something  like  £10,000  less 
than  what  was  estimated. 

An  Hon.  Mbicbsb.— £5,000. 

Mr.  STOUT.— At  any  rate  it  was  not  up  to  the 
estimate.  If  yon  take  the  aTerage  for  the  year, 
and  divide  the  estimated  Customs  revenue  by 
four,  the  amount  received  for  tlie  past  quarter 
will  not  equal  the  estimate  of  the  late  Treasurer. 
I  presume  that  cannot  be  denied.  Yery  well,  we 
hare  still  this  esthnated  surplus  of  £68,000,  based 
upon  the  estimate  of  revenue — ^really  about  the 
same  estimate  of  revenue,  because  there  has  only 
been  £20,000  taken  off  at  the  rate  of  £6,000  a 
quarter ;  and  I  think  even  that  will  be  found  to 
be  too  little  to  take  off.  There  is  the  estimated 
surplus  of  £68,000 ;  and  of  that  estimated  surplus 
there  is  a  sum  of  £10,000  to  be  taken  from  the 
State  Forests  Account.  I  presume  it  is  known  to 
the  members  of  this  House  that  the  Bill  propos- 
ing to  repeal  the  State  Forests  Act  has  been 
thrown  out  in  another  place,  and  the  £10,000 
therefore  will  not  be  available. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  it  is. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  do  not  see  how  the  Treasurer 
can  alter  it  except  by  Bill.  The  SUte  Forests 
Act  says  there  is  to  be  a  certain  amount  paid 
to  a  certain  account.  Of  course  the  honorable 
gentleman  may  take  the  £10,000  out  of  the  State 
Forests  Account,  and  give  that  account  Treasury 
bills  for  it.     That  is  the  only  way  he  can  manage 


it.  The  Government  said  the  only  objection 
that  they  had  to  the  repeal  of  the  State  Foresta 
Act  was  that  some  of  the  clauses  should  be  re* 
tained,  they  being  willing  that  the  money  clauses 
should  be  repealed.  Yet  we  find  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  another  place  voting  against  the  re- 
peal of  the  Act,  and  the  £10,000  is  here  actually 
taken  credit  for.  That  is  a  most  peculiar  system 
of  management  Is  it  a  fact  that  there  is  one 
policy  in  this  Chamber  and  another  policy  in 
the  other  Chamber,  in  dealing  with  matters  of 
finance  P  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  Colonial 
Secretary  can  take  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
against  the  repeal  of  an  Act  and  voting  against 
such  repeal,  while  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  this 
House  IS  taking  credit  for  £10,000  on  the  strength 
of  the  Act  being  repealed.  That  is  £10,000  of 
the  surplus  gone,  because  there  must  be  another 
Act ;  and  I  may  presume  the  Legislatiye  Council, 
having  thrown  out  one  Act  with  the  aid  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  will  not  allow  another  Act  to 
be  passed,  Then  what  have  we  stated  now? 
We  have  not  only  £10,000  of  the  surplus  gone^ 
but  we  have  got  the  supplementary  estimates  { 
and  does  any  person  mean  to  say  that  if  there 
are  any  supplementary  estimalM  they  will  not 
amount  to  £48,000  P  And  this  is  even  with  all 
the  paring  down  of  the  estimates  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  been  able  to  do  during  all 
the  time  they  have  had  to  consider  them. 
When  we  have  to  go  into  the  money  mar- 
ket, and  when,  besides,  the  Treasurer  has 
to  admit  all  through  his  statement  that  the 
Colonial  Goremment  has  been  expending  more 
money  than  it  can  properly  expend,  m  the 
midst  of  all  this  we  have  a  promise  made  to-day 
by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that  they  are 
going  to  spend  more  money  on  the  Waimea  Water- 
race.  I  understand  that  that  water»raoe  has  cost 
something  like  £60,000  or  £60,000,  and  I  believe 
before  it  is  finished  it  will  cost  about  £120,000— 
at  least  double  the  estimated  cost.  Before  they 
can  utilise  the  Waimea  Water-raoe,  it  will  cost 
something  like  £20,000  or  £80,000  more.  And 
we  are  going  into  all  this  expenditure  for  what  P 
Why,  it  is  in  order  to  give  substantial  endow- 
ments to  Uie  counties  I  and  it  is  in  order  to  aid 
in  what  P  In  abolition.  That  is  the  only  object 
that  can  be  entertained  by  the  Ministry  in  re- 
organising the  finances  of  the  country.  Now, 
one  has  only  to  look  at  the  conduct  of  the  Go- 
vernment daring  this  session  to  see  that  they 
appear  utterly  unable  to  cope  with  the  finances 
of  the  country.  They  bring  down  one  Abolition 
Finandal  Arrangements  BiU  that  is  to  make  cer- 
tain proposals.'  As  soon  as  that  Bill  comes  down, 
apparently  the  Ministry,  or  some  of  their  sup- 
porters, get  frightened  at  the  effect  of  the  policy, 
and  another  Abolition  Financial  Arrangements 
Bill  is  brought  down.  No  doubt  it  may  be  so 
amended  in  Committee  that  the  Government 
themselves  will  say  that  the  pressure  has  been 
too  great  for  them,  as  they  have  said  since  1870. 
I  have  already  stated  what  seems  to  me  the  only 
radical  cure  for  this ;  and  I  say  again,  that  there 
is  no  hope  of  a  cure  coming  from  mere  reso- 
lutions of  private  members,  or  eyen  from  any 
statement  coming  from  the  Opposition.     I  do 
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not  intend  to  go  into  the  other  Financial  State- 
ment; but  maj  be  permitted  only  to  remark, 
in  reference  to  it,  that  I  think  credit  must  be 
given  to  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  for  the 
deamess,  and,  I  think,  fiiimess,  in  which  he  puts 
all  his  Financial  Statements.  But  I  can  only  say 
there  seems  to  me  to  be  no  hope  whatever  of  a 
good  finance  for  this  colony  until  a  Ministry  re- 
solves to  hty  down  a  hard  and  fest  line  against 
this  perpetual  keeping  of  debit  belanoes  and 
Treasury  bills.  If  there  are  to  be  loans  raised 
for  the  col<my,  let  them  be  raised  for  special 
works.  If  there  are  departments  of  the  Go* 
vemment  to  be  carried  on,  they  all  ought  to 
be  brought  into  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Ac- 
count. It  was  a  most  miechievous  system  to 
keep  a  lot  of  debit  baUnces,  credit  balances,  and 
Treasury  bills — transferring  from  one  account  to 
another.  I  suppose,  in  regard  to  the  State  Forests 
Account,  instead  of  having  a  real  sum  there  will 
be  a  Treasury  bill,  and  opposite  the  account  there 
will  be  the  entry,  "Treasury  bill,  Dr.  £10,000." 
Then  that  £10,000  is  taken  into  the  general 
finance.  This  system  cannot  so  on  for  ever. 
What  u  the  result  of  that  plan  P  I  undertake  to 
say  that  next  ye«r  there  wUl  have  to  be  another 
£160,000  of  Treasury  bUIs  at  the  lowest ;  and 
where  is  this  going  to  end  P  It  will  go  on  until 
there  must  be  a  loan  to  extend  the  term  of  the 
Treasury  bills—  that  is,  a  loan  proposed  to  take  up 
the  Treasury  bills.  Tlwt  is  what  it  amounts  to ; 
and,  if  this  system  goes  on,  I  believe  in  three  or 
four  years  we  shall  need  a  loan  of  at  least 
£1,000,000  to  take  up  the  Treasury  bills  out- 
standing, or  else  we  shall  have  not  only  to  part 
with  the  subsidies,  but  to  make  the  Luid  Fund 
common  property.  That  is  the  only  remedy  for 
it.  I  admit  at  once  that  to  suddenly  uproot  any 
system,  however  vicious  it  may  be,  is  not  wise ; 
but  the  G-ovemment  ought  to  lay  down  a  hard 
and  fast  line  and  say,  "  We  will  now  begin  to  live 
within  our  income,  and  we  will  not  give  wav  to 
this  system  of  short  bills."  If  they  had  done 
that,  and  also  come  down  to  this  House  with  the 
statement  that  they  regarded  the  keeping  of  a 
good  financial  system  ror  the  colony  as  even  of 
more  moment  than  creating  counties  for  the 
colony  ;  and  if  ther  had  said  to  their  party,  "  We 
not  only  propose  this  reduction,  but  we  idso  pro- 
pose reducing  those  departmente  in  every  way 
possible;  curtailing  Government  interference, 
and  leaving  it  to  the  people  to  manage  their  own 
afbirs,  without  so  muon  Government  supervi- 
sion"— if  they  had  done  that,  there  might  have 
been  some  hope  of  creating  a  good  finance  for  the 
colony.  But  under  the  present  system  it  is  all 
very  well  for  the  Treasurer  to  speak  about  his 
hope  of  this  being  done  and  that  being  done : 
the  Ministry  must  do  it,  and  they  must  also  be 
men  pledged  to  do  this.  Thev  ought  to  say  to 
this  House,  "  Except  we  can  have  this  financial 
improvement  or  financial  reform  carried  out,  we 
shall  leave  it  to  other  people  to  go  in  and  cany 
out  any  scheme  they  please."  So  long  as  it 
is  necessary  for  the  existence  of  the  .Govern- 
ment that  there  shall  be  promised  votes  here 
and  there  as  simply  methods  of  indirect  biibee, 
AP  long  will   good    finance   lor   New   Zealand 


be    impossibla.    I  say,  if  the  Ministry  had  not 
attempted  to  do  so  many  things  in  one  aeeaion 
they  would  have  got  on  much  better.  If  thty  had 
brought  down,  as  I  have  said  a  doaen  times  during 
the  session,  ten  or  twenty  Bills — and    that  vraa 
all  the  legislation  that  was  neoessaiy    for    this 
colony  for  a  year — if  they  had  brought  dowm 
Bills  dealing  with   the  constitutional    question 
from  their  own  point  of  view  and  had  brought 
down  real  reform  in  finance,  they  would    have 
been  entitled  to  credit  on  all  sides  of  the  Houses 
and  also  entitled  to  credit  from  the    oonntrj. 
But  what  have  they  done  P    They  have  frittered 
away  the  time  of  the  Parliament  in  discusslDg 
useless  Bills  that  oould  have  stood  over  for  ten 
years  to  come,  as  they  were  not  at  all  required. 
They  have  left  their  constitutional  measures  orer 
to  the  end  of  the  session,  and  they  have  deferred 
the  debate  on  finance  until  this  late  period  of 
the  session,  and    when    the  debate  on    finanoa 
comes  on  three-fourths  of  their  supporters  leave 
the  House  as  if  the  financial  position    of  the 
colony  was  a  matter  of  no  moment.    It  is  absurd 
to  tell  us  that  this  is  the  way  to  insure  good  go- 
vernment for  this  colony.    I  say  there  oould  be 
no  petty  Boad  Board,  or  what  I  may  now  term 
County  Council,  or  any  Provincial  Council  that 
would   have    allowed  its  finances  to  be    man- 
aged as  the  colonial  finance  has  been  numaged. 
Yet   this   Parliament  assumes  that  it  has    all 
the  virtue,  all   the  good  mansgement,   all    the 
desire  for  economy,  that  exist  in  the  oolonji 
and     that    all    those    institutions    that     have 
managed  their  affairs  so  well  in  the  past  are 
to  be  swept  away,  and  this  Parliament  is  to  do 
the  work  of  the  colony.    One  has  only  to  take 
up  even  the  estimates  submitted  last  night  to  find 
that  the  higher  salaries  are,  in  some  instances, 
being  increased.    I  see  that  in  Canterbuiy  the 
saUry  of  one  officer  is  increased  from  £500  to 
£700,  and  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  esdaiy  of 
an  officer  in  Otago  from  £600,  which  it  was  last 
year,  to  £700.    So  you  see  that  the  salaries,  in- 
stead of  being  reduced,  are  being  increased.    Yet 
the  Government  talk  of  financial  pressure,  of 
going  to  the  money  market,  and  of  practising 
economy.    I  say  what  I  have  said  before :  that  to 
diMuss  finance  in  this  House  would  be  of  no 
valuer  because  the  House  has  been  elected  on  a 
cry.    The  whole  cry  of  the  Ministrv  this  session 
and  that  of  their  supporters  has  been  that  of 
Abolition.    When  any  one  attempted  to  get  any 
matter  disonsied  in  this  House  the  ciy  of  Abo- 
lition has  been  raised,  and  calm  and  dispassionate 
critidsm  of  any  action  of  the  Government  has 
been  prevented.    And  so  it  will  be  in  relation  to 
finance.     I  can  only  say  that  the  Opposition 
must  feel  this  :  that  to  discuss  finance  or  to  talk 
about  finance  is  really  not  much  better  than  a 
waste  of  time.    It  rests  with  the  Government  and 
their  supporters  if  the  finances  of  the  colony  have 
been  improperly  carried  on,  and  are  likely  to  be 
so  in  the  future. 

Mr.  G.  McLean. — ^I  am  sure  the  Government 
must  be  thankful  to  the  honorable  gentleman  for 
the  lecture  he  has  given  them ;  but  I  doubt  if 
they  will  profit  by  it.  If  his  figuree  were  reliable, 
the  Government  might  have  tdk^n  his  statement 
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to  lieart,  but  seeiiig  that  he  rather  minrepreBente 
matten,  1  shall  endeayoor  to  plaoe  a  correct 
•tatement  before  the  Committee  lo  as  to  show 
what  the  aotnal  reenlts  will  be  to  therProrince 
of  Otago — the  proTince  I  may  be  said  to  represent 
in  the  Gknreroment.  'The  honorable  sentleman 
has  taken  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  taUes  of  last 
year,  which  were  prepared  from  the  estimates 
of  the  ProTinoial  Goyemment,  the  correctness  of 
which  b  tested  by  the  fact  of  the  reyenue  hay- 
ing CsUen  short  of  those  estimates  over  £100,000, 
bat  he  does  not  read  the  statement  at  the  head  of 
the  tables  which  show  they  were  made  up  from 
Proyindal  Estimates.  We  will  take  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Proyincial  Gk>yemment  of  Otago. 
The  estimated  receipts  of  that  Proyinoe,  as  shown 
from  these  tables,  amounted  to  £626,610 ;  while 
the  actual  receipts,  including  all  sums  contributed 
bj  the  General  Gh>yemment,  amounted  to  onlj 
£524,124^  showing  a  deficiency  of  £102,486.  This 
goes  a  long  way  to  explain  the  difference  al- 
luded to  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  it  is 
attributable  to  the  inoorreot  estimate  by  the  pro- 
yindal  authorities  of  their  income.  Let  me  show 
the  honorable  gentleman  what  are  the  actual 
xcsulta  of  the  year.  The  figures  I  am  going  to 
quote  are  taken  from  the  aotnal  revenue  and  ex- 
praditure,  as  shown  in  FrooinekU  Oatette  ot  16th 
June  last,  and  I  challenge  any  honorable  mem- 
ber to  dispute  their  accuracy.  It  is  certainly 
true  that  Otago  does  not  lose  a  halfpenny  by 
abolition.  The  honorable  gentleman  goes  to 
meetings  and  says  that  Otago  is  robbed  of  large 
Mune  of  money.  It  b  yeiy  easy  to  make  a  state- 
ment of  that  land,  but  my  honorable  colleague 
challenged  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  to 
put  down  his  figures  and  he  has  neyer  done  so.  I 
am  going  to  giye  the  exact  figures  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  Froyince  of  Otago,  so  that  honorable 
members  will  haye  an  opportunity  of  disputing 
their  aoeuracj  if  they  think  proper  to  do  so.  ' 

The  proposals  of  the  Goyemment  applied  to 
the  reyenue  and  expenditure  of  Otago  for  the 
past  year  would  work  out  thus : — 

Total  TOfeaneofysarendsd  81ft       iB    8.  d.       £     s.  d. 

Manh,  1896,   as    ftatad    bj 

Pkoffliiaial  Treasurer  in  Pro* 

wkulal  QoattU  of  Itth  Jnne^ 

IflTS,  Mga  S4B 04,U4    5    S 

Dadofltfrom  this  the  aaaia  de- 

rlrad  from  adTantitiou  loaroea 

therMoipt  of  whioh  is  not  af- 

feotod  by  the  prinelple  of  Abo- 
lition, m.— 

VorthOtairpLoan         Hfim   0   0 

OUco  Fnbiio  Works  Adyaaooa 

▲et  20,791  18   4 

BalaModSinkiagFiuid 17,4M    4    % 

Sales  Ooremment  Boildian  and 

Land       9,S7»  19    8 

BepaTmanta         9,897  19    9 

I  sEm  dednot  the  sam  of         ...  1^88  18    8 

reeaiTed  from  tho  General  Oo- 

Tanuaent  aa  sabsidiea  to  Boad 

Boards;  that  sum  haring been 

paid  orer  to  the  Boad  Boards 

as  aa  instalment  of  the  measure 

of  Abolition  — it  would  not 

haTO  been  paid  oader  ordinarj 

cirenmafanoea,  and  in  order 

to  rednoe  the  prorinoial  rere- 

nne  to  ita  proper  terms,  I  da. 

dnet  it  from  the  aoooaat  ■  ■  ■  ■    ■    ■  ■     88,897  16  0 


The  balanoe  left,  £437.888 10e.8d., 
repreaenta  the  ProTincial  roTe- 
nne  proper,  made  np  of  the  fi>l- 
*     '  iff  Items:— 


lowing  Items  :• 

Capitation       

Crown  Lands 

Gold  Fields  Berenna... 

Qold  Datj       

Harbour  and  Jetty  Doea 
Aaaeasment  on  Stook ... 

Book  Dues       

ToUsonBoads 

Dog  and  Goat  Tax     ... 


487,888  10    6 


«     B.  d. 

8,181  12    9 

198,847  12    6 

87,898    0    6 

12,647    8  U 

1,406    8  11 

68,868  11    8 

8,281  18    8 

10,046    6    0 

1,877    9    8 

6.403    8    6 

Edaoation        6,786  10    9 

Bailways  104^807    1    9 

Intereat 607    8  U 

Incidental  Beoeipta 6,020  17    7 

487,828  10    6 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  how  this  reyenue 
of  £497,826  10s.  5d.  is  proposed  to  he  dealt  with 
under  the  QoTemment  proposals. 

Capitation,  £2,161  12s.  9d. :  Fbyment  of  this 
sum  would  cease ;  and  in  the  summary  of  Gain 
and  Loss,  to  whioh  I  shall  presently  refer,  this 
sum  will  be  entered  as  a  loss. 

Boad  Board  subsidies :  Under  the  proposals  of 
the  GoTemment  the  subsidies  payable  out  of  Con- 
solidated Fund  to  Boad  Boards  in  the  ProTince 
of  Otago  will  amount  to  £19,880,  and  those  to 
Municipalities  to  £15,214:  in  aU,  £86,044, 
whioh  sum  is  entered  in  the  snmmaiy  as  so  much 
gain. 

down  Lands,  £198,847  12s.  6d.,  will  remain, 
as  before,  proTinoial  rerenue,  hut  will  be  subject 
to  certain  oharges,  to  which  I  shall  refer  in  deal- 
ing with  the  expenditure  side  of  the  account. 

Gold  Fields  Berenne,  £87,696  Os.  6d.,  and 
Gold  Duty,  £18,647  8s.  lid.,  will  be  handed  over 
to  the  counties  and  Boad  Boards. 

Harbour  and  Jetty  Dues,  £1,406  8e.  lid.,  will 
be  taken  orer  by  the  colony.  I  accordingly  set  it 
down  as  a  loss. 

Assessments  on  Stock,  £62,858  lis.  8d.,  will 
remain  as  heretofore  in  the  Land  Fund. 

Dock  Dues,  £2,261  126.  8d.,  will  remain  as  at 
present. 

Tolls  on  Beads,  £10,046  6s.,  wiU  be  handed 
orer  to  the  counties. 

Dog  and  Goat  Thx,  £1,877  9s.  6d.,  and  Licensee, 
£6,408  8s.  6d.,  will  be  paid  over  to  the  boroughs 
and  counties  in  which  Uiey  are  leyied. 

Education  fees,  ratee,  and  renU,  £6,786  lOs.  9d., 
will  be  paid  into  the  Land  Fun^  and  deroted  to 
educational  purposes. 

Bailways,  £104,807  Is.  9d. :  The  receipts  from 
railways  will  be  paid  into  the  Consolidated  Fund 
of  the  colony,  an<l  1  haye  accordingly  entered  the 
amount  in  the  Gain  and  Loss  Statement  as  a 
loss. 

Interest,  £507  8s.  lid.,  will  pass  to  the  credit 
of  the  colony,  and  I  set  it  down  as  a  loss. 

Incidental  receipU,  £6,020  17s.  7d. :  This  sum 
is  made  up  of  a  Tariety  of  items,  about  one-hali 
of  which  will  be  taken  by  the  colony ;  the  other 
half  remain  for  expenditure  in  the  proTinoe— tay 
loss  oh  this  item,  i&,010. 

I  haye  thus  completed  my  examination  of  the 
ProTincial  Treasurer's  statement  of  the  revenue ; 
and,  so  far,  hare  shown,  in  respect  to  each  item, 
the  gain  or  loss  which  would  have  taken  plaoe 
had  the  proposals  of  the  Goyemment  been  in 
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operation  during  the  proTincUl  financial  year  laet 
past. 

I  will  now  sbow  to  wbat  extent  the  prorince  ia 
affected  as  reganis  expenditure. 

First,  then,  the  interest  and  sinking  fnnd  on 
the  pronnoial  permanent  debt  is  in  future  to  be 
chained  upon  the  Land  Fund,  instead  of  being 
paid  as  heretofbre  oat  of  the  capitation  allowance 
granted  by  the  Colonial  GbTemment.  As  the 
capitation  ffrant  wiU  cease  under  the  Abolition 
proposals,  I  set  down  this  item,  smoontinff  to 
say  £80,000,  as  a  loss  of  that  amount.  Then 
the  proTince  ia  to  be  eharged  with  2  per  cent,  on 
the  sum  aheady  expended  in  the  construction 
of  nulways,  less  the  prorince's  share  of  the 
Middle  Island  Bailway  Fund,  say  %  per  cent, 
on  £l,744i,800,  equal  to  £84,886  per  annum  }  this 
sum  I  also  enter  as  a  loss.  On  the  other  hand, 
bgr  the  existing  system,  the  Land  Fund  of  the 
proTinee  \»  liable  by  law  to  a  nayment  of  6  per 
cent,  interest  on  the  sum  expenaedupon  railways 
open  for  traffic.  The  snm  so  expended  in  respect 
of  railways  opened  prior  to  80th  June,  1870,  is 
£1,067,872  17s.  2d.,  and  the  interest  chargeable 
thereon  £64,042  7s.  6d.  I  haye  treated  the  sum 
of  £34^886,  payable  under  the  Abolition  propo- 
sals,  as  a  loss,  and.  as  the  abore-mentioned  sum  of 
£C4,042  7a-  6d.  will  no  longer  be  charged,  I  set  it 
down  as  a  gain  of  that  amount. 

I  now  come  to  the  gain  aeoruiag  to  tha  pro- 
Tinee from  its  being  zwieTed  of  the  eoet  of  those 
serrices  which  will  in  fatnre  be  maintained  out 
of  the  OonaoUdated  Beranue  i  and  I  hare  ac- 
cordingly taken  oat  iirom  the  Psorineial  Trea- 
sorer^a  statement  for  the  pai^  year  tha  actual 
sums  expended  on  those  serricea.  They  aia  as 
follow  (and  in  order  to  focilitate  reference  and 
Terificafcion,  I  qoote,  apposite  to  each,  the  page 
of  the  Qaxette  an  which  the  scTcral  items  ap- 
p««r):^ 


£       s.  d. 

Page  866.  Police 

24,988  16  11 

n 

856.  Gaols 

9,955    6    9 

» 

867.  District  Gktob 

8,678    7    9 

» 

867.  Inspection  of  Sheep  ... 
868  to  862.  Railways 

2,146    9    0 

.  n 

66,600  12    7 

n 

868.  Harbours        

4,641  19    6 

If 

864.  Lunatic  Asylums 
866.  eold    Fields    Depart- 

6,964 16  10 

n 

ment 

7,806    8    8 

>> 

866.  Printing,      Stationery, 
AdTertising,       Fuel, 
Light,  and   Qeneral 

Contingencies,  say  ... 

8,000    0    0 

II 

872.  Additions  and  repairs 
to  Public  Buildings, 
Court  House,  Pohce 
Buildings,  Oaols,  Lu- 
natic  Asylumi,   Ac., 

»7 

£ 

8,000    0    0 

180,681  11    4 

There  are,  no  doubt,  other  items  of  expenditure 
made  last  year  by  the  proTince  which  will  in 
future  either  be  a  saving,  or  will  foil  upon  the 
colony,  such  as — 


£  B.  d. 

Page  857.  ICisoellaneoas 1,948  18  O 

„   866.  Geological  Surrey       ...  918  IS  O 

„  862^  Part  of  the  charge  Pro- 
Tincial  Engineer's  De- 
partment       6|868  IB  S 

„   866.  Expenses  of  Witnesses 

Crown  Prosecutions..  86  6  6 

„    866.  Escort  Serrioe  ...      •  ...  888  17  9 

„   866.  Compensation  to  Offloers  1,294  12  11 

£10,876  O  5 
and  others.  I  am,  however,  content  to  take  thoao 
I  have  already  enumerated,  amounting,  as  has 
been  shown,  to  £180,521  lis.  4d. 

The  transfer  of  these  services  representa  ao 
much  sain  to  the  province,  and  I  havo  aam- 
ittariied  the  amount  accordingly. 

The  total  gain  or  loss  upon  each  itAin  of 
revenue  and  expenditure  wiU  now  stand  thna :— * 

On  Bevenua— ^  £       a.  d« 

Grants  to  Munieipalities  and 

Boad  Boards         86,044    O    0 

On  Expenditure — 
Interest  on  Bailways  (hereto- 
fore charged  at  6  per  cent.)       64^042    7     fi 
Cost  of  Services  tranalamd ...    180,621  11    4 


£^9,607  18 

9 

Lon, 

On  Bevenue— 

£       a. 

d. 

Capitation      

2,161  12 

9 

104,807    1 

9 

Interest          

607    8  11 

8,010    0 

0 

On  Expenditure — 

Interest   on  Debt  (heretofore 

paid  out  of  Capitation)      . . . 

80,000    0 

0 

Interest   at    2   per   cent,  on 

Bailways     

84,886    0 

0 

£226,872     8 

6 

Balance  of  gain  to  province 

4,886  15 

4 

£229,607  18 

9 

p— 

There  are  yet  other  items  of  oaia,  however, 
which  must  not  be  overlooked :  I  refer  to  the 
departments  and  services  which  wiU  shortlv  be 
abolished.  A  reference  to  the  Piovineial  iVsa- 
surer's  statement  shows  that  the  expenditure  of 
the  year  ending  8lBt  March,  1876,  on  these  ser- 
vices was  as  foUows  : — 

Page  855.  Superintendent  and  ^x-        £    s.    d< 
ecutive  Council       ...    6,821  16    9 
Page  865.  Provincial  CouncU      ...    8,868  11  11 
Page  862.  Provincial     Treasurer's 

Department  ...    1^868    2    4 

Page  866.  Misoellaneons,  via., — 

Expenses  of  elections  £284  14    6 

Printing  OazeUe.,.    1,881  18    6 

Telegraph  messages      770    6    7 

Home  Agency     ...      002  16    8 

Immigration  Agent      676    8  10 

4,116  12    7 

Total  additional  gain     ...  £14^669    2    7 
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nil  itttti  of  iB14b609  Ss.  fd.  feproflente  aetniU 
f*ln  to  the  toroTinee,  althongli  that  gain  ib  not 
•eeompttnied  07  a  Corresponding  lota  to  the  oolonj. 
I  add  it  aociordiuglj  to  the  balance  of  -gain  pre- 
TtooBlj  stated,  and  ahow  a  total  gain  upon  the 
opMations  of  tho  past  year  of  £18,904 17t.  lid. 

The  Superintendent,  at  the  meeting  held  in 
Dan^din,  stated,  as  one  of  the  inionities  we  have 
been  gailly  of,  the  taking  away  01  their  railway 
revennea.  I  hare  already  included  this  in  my 
statement ;  hot,  in  order  to  make  it  more  dear,  I 
will  here  specially  set  out  the  items  in  a  way  to 
be  easily  nnderstood.  and,  in  doing  so,  I  will  take 
the  estimated  receipts  and  ezpencUtnre  of  the 
present  year,  which  the  proTinoial  authoritiea 
will  readuy  admit  is  not  likely  to  be  exceeded  for 
some  time  to  come : — 

Estimated  rocaipts  &r  twelTo  montha...  £170,400 
Kstimated  axpenditure  liar     do.         ..»    105,900 

LaaTing  a  balance  of     .4*        .»• 


...    £64600 


with  which   to  pay  intereat  on  the  following 
amomita  expended  on  Otaga  zailwaya  to  80ta 

Jnne»1876      £1,789,900 

leabOitiaa  in  reapeet  of  the  same     ...       488,800 


£2,168,100 
It  may  be  urged  that  it  wonld  be  unhbt  to 
faiwilate  intereat  on  the  Uabilitiea,  and  I  wOl  leare 
tfaam  ont,  althoof^h  the  money  ia  raiied,  and  the 
eolonj  ia  paying  mtereat  thereon ;  and  I  may  say 
that  the  amn  of  £110,000  haa  been  paid  ont  ainoe 
the  80th  June. 

There  ia,  howcTer,  the  yalae  of  the  proTincial 
railwayB  to  be  taken  into  aeooant.    I  will  there- 
fore be  content  to  calculate  the  interest  on  the 
anm  actually  expended  on  the  80th  Jnne  last, 
£1,789,900,  at  6  per  cent.        ...    .    ...£104,894 

Wtom  which  deduct  the  balance  of  re- 
eeipta  orer  expenditiue       64,600 


Leavim^  a  loss  of  £89,894 

whidi  u  now  chargeable  by  law  against  the  Land 
Ftmd  i  atid  next  year  the  amount  will  be  larger. 
Bt  tltfa  plain  atatement,  the  people  of  OUgo 
will  aee  that,  instead  of  profits  to  take  away, 
the  loaa  on  the  railwaya  ia  a  large  one,  and  will 
know  what  relianoe  to  place  on  the  statementa 
of  the  two  honorable  members  for  Donedin  in 
Ae  Ibture.  They  have  continued  repeating  this 
imaginaiy  loss  of  £160,000  to  Otago  by  our 
propoaala,  nntil  I  really  think  they  begin  to 
beliere  it  themselres.  1  wonder  if  the  people 
they  were  addressing  were  at  all  struck  oy 
the  differenoe  in  the  statements  of  the  two 
honorable  gentlemen^the  one  stating  the  loss 
at  £900,000,  the  otho*  at  £150,000,  but  neither 
darins  to  enter  into  particulars,  although  chal- 
lenged to  do  so  by  the  Golonial  Treasurer. 
I  will  now  refer  to  a  statement  made  by  my 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  the  Taieri,  when 
comparing  the  Goremment  proposals,  or  rather 
comparing  the  amount  they  spent  last  rear  in 
Otago  wiw  what  they  will  hare  to  spend  under 
out|ttopoeal8.  No  doubt  that  waa  so,  and  I  am  not 
gcuDg  to  oompliin  of  that  ttateatiwpt.    I  only  with 


to  ask  him  where  they  got  the  money.  It  b  rtif 
easy  to  run  into  debt,  and  with  that  money  say, 
"  Look  what  we  have  accomplished."  That  is  the 
case  with  Otago.  Let  me  take  the  actual  rerenu^ 
for  hMt  year,  after  deducting  the  sums  I  hare  put 
down  as  coming  from  adrentitioua  sources  and 
£rom  the  Geneial  Qoremment  for  aubatdfes  to 
Road  Boards,*  and  deduct  that  horn  their  actual 
expenditure,  and  the  deficiency  on  last  year's 
transactions  would  be  £218,818  10a.  6d.,  or  equal 
to  the  deren  conntiea  we  propoae  for  Otago,  in 
addition  to  their  income,  running  into  debt  nearly 
£20,000  eaoh.  Will  the  honorable  member  teu 
me  that,  had  these  counties  been  in  existence, 
they  wonld  hare  conteaoted  such  a  debt ;  or,  if 
they  had,  wonld  they  not  hare  spent  the  money 
to  as  neat  adrantaM  as  the  ProTindal  Oorem- 
ment  hare  done  f  This  ia  one  of  the  merita  of 
the  Goremment  propoaala,  by  giving  the  people 
local  adf-goTcmment  you  brin£  them  hoe  to  face 
with  their  receipts  and  expen£ture,  and  so  put  a 
check  on  extraTagant  expenditure  of  boti^i  Pro- 
Tinoial and  Oeneru  Goremments.  Btcu  take  the 
ProTineial  Treasurer's  own  abstract  without  de- 
ducting these  sums,  and  it  will  show  an  expendi- 
ture  exceeding  his  receipts  by  £182,615  loa.  6d. 
The  Colonial  GoTemment  is  accused  of  going  to 
the  bad  at  a  great  rate ;  but  I  think,  if  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  were  to  look  at  home, 
he  would  see  that  he  is  going  in  that  direction  at  k 
mnoh  greater  rate.  There  is  ret  another  statemeni 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  (IC^. 
Btout)  at  that  meeting.  Beferring  to  the  leases  of 
the  runs  falling  in,  he  is  reported  to  hare  said, 
**  You  could  haTe  made  such  arrangements 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  ncTer  mentioned  the  mna  at 
alL    I  said  nothing  about  them. 

Mr.  0.  MoLSAK.— I  hare  m  my  hand  the 
newspaper  report  of  the  honorable  gentleman^s 
speech. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  was  not  aware  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  perused  my  speeches. 

Mr.  G.  MoLEAN.— No  doubt }  or  the  hoDOf- 
able  gentleman  would  hare  been  a  little  more 
carefiu  in  what  he  said — he  would  not  hare  gone 
to  such  an  extrayagant  length  as  he  did  in  his 
speech.  Howerer,  he  is  reported  to  hare  said, 
'*  You  could  hare  made  such  arrangements  that 
yon  could  get  four  or  five  times  the  reTcnue  you 
get  now."  Might  I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman 
what  is  to  hinder  their  doing  that  now  f 

Mr.  8TQUT.— The  Gk>Temment. 

Mr.  G.  MoLEAN.  — The  Goremment  baa 
nothinff  to  do  with  it.  Oannot  the  County  Coun- 
cils, which  will  benefit  by  the  increaae  of  rent, 
be  trusted  to  bring  pressure  on  the  Waste  Lands 
Board  to  dispose  of  the  runs  on  the  best  terms, 
and  open  lands  for  settlement  quite  as  well  as  the 
Prorindal  Council  ever  did  P  But  what  did  the 
honorable  gentleman  wish  the  people  he  was  ad- 
dressing to  understand  f  The  honorable  gentleman 
wanted  them  to  belicTc  that  their  rerenues  would 
come  to  the  Colonial  Treasury,  while  he  knew 
perfectly  well  our  proposals  would  do  no  such 
thing.  Bt  our  proposals  the  counties  will  get 
every  shiUtng  orer  the  expenditure  that  we  hate 
put  down  as  neceasaiy  to  charge  against  thehr 
uuad  rerenue.     Our  aim  has  not  been  to  take 
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the  land  rerenae.  Oar  aim  hu  been  to  looalise 
it,  and  I  think  I  bare  tbown  that,  as  far  as  Otago 
ia  oonoerned,  that  proWnoe  will  not  be  a  loser  but 
a  gainer.  This,  boweyer,  mutt  not  be  lost  light  of, 
ftbat  the  Land  Berenue  in  some  of  the  proTinoes 
will  be  short,  as  we  hare  shown ;  but,  instead  of 
following  the  present  system  of  throwing  out  large 
lump  sums  on  no  principle  whaterer,  we  are  going 
to  act  on  principle.  We  ask  Otago  and  Canterbur j 
if  thej  baTe  any  objeotion  to  help  the  other 
proTinoes,  and  they  will  say — and  no  doubt  will 
■ay  quite  rightly — "  ^  J^*^  ^"^  ^^^P  JourseWes 
we  will  help  you."  That  is  what  our  proposals 
will  bring  fu>out.  We  intend  to  ask  tnese  pro- 
Tinoes  to  put  their  hands  in  their  own  pockets, 
and  in  proportion  as  they  contribute  to  their 
own  support  we  will  subsidize  them  out  of 
colonial  ninds.  That  is  the  proper  way  to 
help  them,  and  not  by  a  yoto  or  this  Assembly 
to  throw  out  a  lump  sum  to  one  of  these 
prorinces  and  not  to  another.  That  is  a  sys- 
tem which  must  be  put  an  end  to.  That  is  a 
qrstom  of  finance  we  must  stop,  and  set  to  work 
to  put  our  house  in  order.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  lectured  us  about  bringing  our  finances 
into  a  proper  state ;  but  I  toll  him  that  there  is 
no  member  of  this  House  who  is  more  aliye  to 
tiie  necessity  for  doing  that  than  the  members  of 
the  Qovemment,  or  more  desirous  to  bring  our 
expenditure  within  our  means.  But  are  we  to 
lump  fifom  one  extreme  to  another,  and  so  para- 
lyxe  the  country  ?  No,  Sir.  We  should  paralyze 
trade  and  eyerything  else  if  we  were  suddenly  to 
■top  all  these  public  works. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  Q>.  MoLEAN.— I  say  Yes.  The  honor- 
able member  says  "  No ; "  but  I  ask  him  if  all 
this  expenditure  were  suddenly  stopped,  and  he 
■aw  grass  growing  on  the  unfinished  lines  of  rail- 
ways instead  of  trains  runnixig  along  them,  would 
not  that  paralyze  trade  P  What  use  would  they 
be  to  the  colony  then  P  What  reyenue  should 
we  get  from  them  with  which  to  pay  our  interest  P 
We  want  to  continue  the  works  with  judicious  ex- 
penditure, and  to  complete  those  portions  of  the 
xailways  without  which  the  rest  cannot  pay  or  be 
of  any  use.  That  is  the  system  in  which  Otago 
and  Canterbury  are  prepared  to  assist  the  rest  of 
the  colony,  kai  I  am  sure  they  will  do  so  cheerfully 
when  it  is  done  on  principle,  it  is  said  to  us,  "You 
must  reduce  your  expenditure  now.'*  We  are 
going  to  be  in  earnest  in  reducing  our  expendi- 
ture. As  soon  as  this  session  closes  we  are  going 
to  take  into  ccnsideration  the  whole  of  the  de- 
partments, and  see  by  what  means  we  can  sare, 
and  what  departmente  we  can  put  together.  I 
am  perfectly  sure  that,  unless  the  Goremment 
take  that  step,  the  House  cannot  do  so,  and  I 
Tenture  to  say  that  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  the 
Assembly  next  session  with  a  yery  considerable  re- 
duction. The  honorable  gentleman  referred  to  a 
yery  large  reduction  in  the  Customs  rerenue,  and 
pointed  out  that  we  should  hare  a  yery  large  de-  * 
ndency  in  it.  But  what  do  the  returns  that  we 
haye  actually  got  in  show  ?  They  show  a  defi- 
cienoy  upon  the  quarter  of  about  £5,000,  whicli 
is  equal  to  £20,000  for  the  year;  but  it  is 
no  criterion  to  teke  one  quarter,  and,  with  the 


lai^  influx  of  population  on  the  West  Oomat^  I 
think  the  reyenue  will  rather  increase  thsui  de- 
crease.   We  haye  totake  that  into  account.     I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  for  me  to  take  up  the  tizne 
of  the  Committee  further.    I  shall  not  now  refer  to 
the  figures  of  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa. 
We  uiall  be  able  to  see  them  in  print,  and  it 
will  be  better  to  do  so  then.     The  honorable 
gentleman  told  us  fuoh  a  doleful  tale  that   I 
should  be  yery  loth  to  belieye  in  his  figures,  bat 
I  will  allow  them  to  appear  in  print  before  re- 
ferring to  them,  and  then  see  how  the^  work  oat. 
I  can,  happily,  take  a  more  cheerful  yiew  of  mat* 
ters  than  he  does,  and  I  am  not  at  all  prepsured 
to  acknowledge  that  New  Zealand  finances  sure 
to  be  compared  to  those  of  Turkey  and  Bfirpt.     I 
hare  greater  fiuth  in  the  ability  of  New  Zealand 
to  pay  her  debte  and  the  interest  on  them,  and,  if 
necessary,  to  complete  her  railways  by  borroyring 
more'  money.    I  am  sure  these  railways,  yrhen 
completed,  will  considerably  relieye  the  Conaoli- 
datMl  Reyenue  by  reoeipte,  and  I  am  perfeetl  j  cer- 
tain we  shall  see  a  bettor  state  of  things  in  Neyr 
Zealand  than  the  doleful  statements  of  the  honor- 
able member  would  lead  us  to  imagine. 

Mr.  STOFT.— -I  only  desire  to  make  one  or 
two  remarks  on  the  stotoment  just  deliyered,  bat 
I  must  first  point  out  that  these  Financial  Stato- 
mente — this  is  the  third — coining  from  the  Gho- 
yemment  benehes  rather  tend  to  confuse  one.    No 
two  of  them  agree.    I  wish,  as  briefiy  aa  poeaible, 
to  point  out  two  thincs.    The  honorable  gentle- 
man now  says  that  the  Proyinces  of  Otago  and 
CanterbuiT  are  not  to  lose  anything ;  in  He^ 
none  of  the  proyinces  are  to  lose  anything  by 
abolition — they  are  all  to  be  gainers.    Now,  if 
they  are  all  to  be  gainers,  the  money  must  come 
from  somewhere,  and  of  course  we  can  only  sup- 
pose that  it  is  to  come  from  the  Gteneral  Goyem- 
ment ;  but  if  our  finances  are  in  such  a  crippled 
condition,  how  is  it  that  we  can  ^ye  more  to  the 
proyinces  P    That  is  a  yery  peculiar  thing  to  saj, 
when  we  consider  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  m 
the  Supplementary  Financial  Statement  deliyered 
on  the  preyious  eyening,  told  us  that  the  bad 
state  of  the  colonial  finance  was  to  be  acoounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  proyinces  had  been  get- 
ting more  from  the  Goyemment.    Thus  we  haye 
these  two  diametrically  opposite  statemente :  The 
Commissioner  of  Customs  tells  us  that  the  pro- 
yinces are  to  get  more,  and  the  Treasurer  tells  us 
that  the  main  reason  for  abolition  is  that  the  pro- 
yinces were  getting  too  much  in  the  past.    I  ask 
any  one  if  it  is  possible  to  reconcile  such  con- 
flicting stetemente.    Of  course  it  is  impossible  to 
do  so  ;  and  really  I  think  honorable  gentlemen  on 
the  Goyemment  benches  should  be  more  careful 
in  the  stetemente  they  make,  because  statements 
such  as  these  do  not  do  credit  to  their  reputa- 
tions.   Then,  as  to  the  runs.    What  has  been 
done  in  regard  to  the  Canterbury  runs  P    They 
are  not  to  be  put  up  to  suction ;   they  are  not 
to  be  allowed  to  feteh  their  proper  yalue  in  the  * 
open  market ;  but  the  Ghoyemment  are  going  to 
giye  to  the  pastoral  lessees  leases  for  all  time  to 
come,  at   an   assessment  which  is  to   be  fixed 
by   Goyemment    officers.     Will   any  honorabls 
member  say  that  that  ii  a  proper  method  of 


187S.] 


AW%. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supph' 


166 


Ixiag  til*  ■imwuDt  f  I  think  not ;  aod  I  say 
ttftt,  to  loBf  M  thii  Qorernment  has  power  to 
daal  with  tho  kod  onMtioa,  the  nuis  will  not 
iiloh  what  thej  wonki  letch  in  the  open  market 
Mr.  SEB8.— >I,  in  oommon  with  other  honor- 
able membcTi,  wae  delighted  with  the  dear  and 
laead  eUlemenft,  not  at  all  enoumbered  with  nse- 
Ine  flgaee,  whkh  the  honorable  pntleman  has 
gtven  to  the  Committee.  It  ie  endent  from  the 
warm  appiaoee  it  met  with  that  oTory  one  under- 
■teod  it  thoroaghlj.  It  ie  qoite  certain  that  the 
iMooffable  member  himielf  underetood  it.  That 
ma  obriooe.  And  yet  it  required  to  be  recon- 
ciled a  little.  One  thing  the  honorable  gentle- 
BMB  eaid  wae,  that  the  mlwaye  most  be  worked 
at  a  loet  for  a  long  time ;  but  that  did  not  aeem 
to  aeeord  with  the  riew  he  took  at  the  end }  for 
1m  Mid  that,  when  thej  were  working,  they 
woold  go  a  long  way  toward  eeiing  the  Oon- 
■oKdatcd  BcTcnae.  He  epoke  alto  about  the 
ittilwaya  ranninc  "on  the  linee."  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  honorable  gentleman  ii  aware 
tlmt  the  Gtoremment  railways,  ai  a  rale,  run  off 
tbe  Ihacs.  I  should  like  to  haTC  his  ideas  upon 
that  point;  be(«UM  the  honorable  gentleman's 
idcae,  taken  in  connection  with  his  grammar, 
aia  Teiy  singular.  If  the  trains  do  not  run 
■tnughter  thim  the  honorable  gentleman's  nomi- 
aatiTea  when  they  set  away  mm  his  yerbe,  it 
will  be  a  tcit  bad  job  for  them.  The  honorable 
gmtleman  also  said  he  would  not  take  into  con- 
mderation  the  sum  of  £154,000  6s.  8d.  Now,  I 
want  to  know  why  he  wm  so  particular  about 
the  6b.  8d.,  because  I  obserred  that,  whencTcr 
Ka  finished  with  *<  6s.  8d.,"  he  looked  oyer  at 
BO  as  if  he  had  made  a  great  point.  I  sin- 
•anly  trust,  Sir,  that  the  honorable  ^tleman 
did  not  intend  to  cast  any  reflection  upon 
BO  beeaoM  I  happen  to  belong  to  the  lemX 
PiofuMion.  I  know  that  the  honorable  member 
Mr  Waikouaiti  is  a  witty  man,  but  for  all  that 
it  is  diAoolt  MmetiuMe  to  understand  what  he 
MMns  I  haTC  no  doubt  that  if  he  explains  the 
Batter  to  the  Postmaster-General  he  will  be  able 
Id  understand  the  joke  about  the  6ft.  8d.  The 
bononUe  gentleman  seemed  also  to  mix  himMlf 
op  rmrj  much  in  his  explanation  of  the  yarious 
•ama.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  hM  oyer  read 
Bam  Slidi's  two  great  speechM  on  the  eradication 
of  thistles  and  the  40s.  franohiM.  When  Sam 
flUok  got  ui>  to  addrsM  the  American  House  of 
BepTMentativM  on  these  two  subjects,  he  got 
them  so  much  interwoyen  that  he  Mt  down  yery 
Much  puasled  himself,  and  that  was  his  last  ap- 
peaimaee  in  the  Houm  of  Bepresentatiyes.  I  now 
MO  something  of  the  deei^  that  is  to  be  obMryed 
in  remodelling  the  Minutry  after  tbe  session. 
TIm  Commissioner  of  Customs  is  to  be  the  Colo- 
aial  Treasurer.  It  is  eyident  he  hu  beeu  work- 
ing np  to  that,  and  the  euy  quietncM  and  smiling 
aasent  that  passed  oyer  the  Premier's  oounte- 
nanoe  while  the  honorable  gentleman  made  his 
Knancial  Statement  wm  something  beautiful  to 
behold.  It  is  dear  that  the  honon^le  gentleman 
is  to  be  Treasorer,  becauM  he  eaid  he  had  taken 
netand,  and  wm  going  to  put  the  Houm  in  order. 
is  a  yeiT  good  thing,  and  I  wm  glad  to 
it.    It  M  wanted,     it  hM  been  wanted 


for  a  long  Uma ;  and  I  am  sure,  from  the  high 
intellif^ence,  the  luoid  intellect,  and  the  deep 
financial  knowledge  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man  hM  brought  to  bear  upon  this  tMk,  that 
something;  extraordinary  will  be  placed  before  us 
next  session.  The  honorable  gentleman  says  that 
M  soon  M  the  Houm  is  prorogued  he  is  going  to 
try  to  reduce  the  expenoiture,  and  sm  what  de- 
partments can  be  put  together.  I  remember  that, 
when  wooden  payements  were  first  introduced  in 
London,  it  wm  proposed  to  put  a  wooden  P^ye- 
ment  round  St.  Paul's.  When  Sydney  Smith 
heard  of  the  propoMl,  he  mid  that  if  the  Mayor 
and  members  of  the  Corporation  would  only  put 
their  heads  toffcther,  they  could  CMily  put  a 
payement  round  St.  Paul's.  Now,  if  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  on  the  Biinisterial  benches  will 
only  put  their  heads  together,  I  will  not  say  that 
they  would  make  a  w<Mden  payement,  but  they 
will  certainly  make  a  yery  remarkable  finanoiu 
statement.  I  haye  not  the  slightest  doubt  they 
will  do  something  extraordinary  by  the  time  the 
Houm  mMta  agam. 

Mr.  BOWBxV. — I  presume  this  is  a  specimen 
of  the  financial  debate  to  which  we  haye  looked 
forward,  and  this  graceful  badinage  is  the  answer 
to  the  yeiy  carefully  prepared  flguTM  placed  be- 
fore the  Houm  by  my  honorable  friend  the  Com- 
missioner of  Customs.  I  wy  yeiy  carefully  pre- 
pared, becauM  they  are  figufes  I  should  like  to  see 
doMly  studied  and  answered,  if  honorable  gentle- 
men  opposite  can  answer  them.  The  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa  did  attempt  to  deal  carefully 
with  the  quMtion  from  his  own  point  of  yiew  j 
but  it  will  be  admitted,  I  think,  that  he  took  an 
uxgostifiably  gloomy  yiew  of  the  position  of  our 
finances,  and  looked  on  them  m  a  problem  out 
of  which  he  might  deduce  the  most  grieyous  pos- 
sible result.  For  instance,  he  pointed  out  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  made  up  a  surplus  by 
iMuing  TrcMury  bills  during  the  reoeu :  and  he 
gaye  the  Committee  to  understand  that'thcM 
TrcMury  bills  were  issued  in  order  to  supply  a 
deOcienoy  in  the  ordinary  reyenue.  But,  Sir, 
had  the  honorable  gentleman  looked  into  the 
matter  more  carefuUy,  or  desired  to  state  it 
fairly,  he  would  haye  shown  that  thcM  TrcMury 
bills  were  issued  under  two  Acts  of  the  AsMm- 
bly— "The  Proyincial  Public  Works  AdyancM 
Act,  1874^"  and  the  Proyincial  Appropriations 
Bxtension  Act  of  iMt  year.  Now,  I  do  not  think 
it  is  fitir  to  speak  of  Treasury  bills,  issued  under 
special  Acts  and  for  special  purposM,  m  if  they 
were  issued  merely  to  create  an  equilibrium  in 
the  colonial  accounts.  Then  the  honorable  sen- 
tleman  omitted  to  point  out  that  one  great  diffi- 
culty in  making  both  ends  mMt,  m  the  nonorable 
gentleman  calls  it,  arisM  from  the  determination 
of  the  Gh>yemraent  to  throw  the  whole  of  the 
charge  for  interest  on  uncompleted  works  upon 
the  current  reyenue  of  tbe  countiy.  The  Colo- 
nial TroMurer  pointed  out  in  his  statement  that, 
out  of  the  £7,000,000  spent  on  public  works, 
£3,500,000  is  at  the  preMot  time  non-productiye 
— that  is,  sunk  upon  railways  which  are  yet  un- 
completed, from  which  no  return  is  obtained,  and 
on  account  of  which  no  charge  can  be  made  upon 
the  land  menne.    There  is,  therefovei  a  ohaifa 
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of  £180,000  a  ywt  of  int^fMt  at  preBent  bohie 
by  the  ordinary  refontie,  which,  if  any  ^ublie 
company  had  constructed  the  railways,  would  be 
paid  oat  of  the  loans  raised  for  their  eonstnic- 
tlon,  because  it  is  a  rule  with  all  pnbtic  com- 
panies engaged  in  the  constraction  of  railways 
to  pay  the  interest  oh  the  money  spent  oat  of  tM 
loan  raised.  The  QoTernment  did  not  think  it 
adTisable  to  do  that,  and  the  whole- of  this  chai^^ 
is  theri*fore  shown  asainst  the  ordinary  rerenae. 
Tliat  is  one  reason  why  the  tetenno  appears  in  a 
more  unsatislaotoiy  position  than  it  really  is  in. 
Then  there  was  another  point  in  the  honorable 
gentleman's  speeoh  to  which  I  shonld  like  to  draw 
attention.  He  said  the  whole  of  the  interest  on 
our  loans  was  paid  to  a  foreign  ersditor,  and  in 
laying  this  be  appeared  to  wish  the  Committee 
to  beUere — ^I  do  not  suppose  he  meant  it — that  it 
was  a  mistake  to  borrow  money  at  all,  because 
it  was  necessary  to  send  the  interest  out  of  the 
country  to  a  foreign  creditor.  The  question  really 
is,  whether  the  money  which  is  borrowed  is  spent 
upon  reproductiTe  works  or  not^  and  whether 
they  are  works  which  it  wiU  really  pay  the  conn- 
try  to  make.  That  is  the  question  at  issue,  the 
question  for  x»M  to  consider.  The  matter  now 
before  us  is  to  consider  whether  the  Committee 
approTes  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  statement 
that  the  0oTemment  wish  to  neduoe  the  expen- 
diture, but  to  ledn^  it  in  such  a  way  as  not 
to  create  a  panic;  to  reduce  it  gradaallv  and 
earefally,  and  to  take  time  to  see  how  tue  re- 
ductions can  best  be  made ;  and,  further,  to  bor- 
row a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  carry  on  gradu- 
ally and  prudently  the  works  already  initiated, 
and  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  what  money  Will  be 
required  to  continue  the  construction  of  public 
works  in  the  fiitnre  regularly  and  econonuodlly. 
That  is,  putting  aside  the  figures,  the  financial 
policy  that  my  honorable  friend  has  brought  down 
to  this  House ;  and  it  is  for  honorable  members  to 
decide  whether  the  policy  proposed  is  a  judicious 
one.  It  certainly  would  not,  I  think,  be  deemed 
judicious  on  the  part,  say,  of  any  priyate  landlord 
who  had  undertaken  to  borrow  money  to  drain 
his  estate,  if,  when  he  had  got  through  that 
money,  and  saw  that  he  would  still  with  pru- 
dence and  care  be  able  to  complete  his  drainage 
scheme,  he  left  half-finished  and  blocked-up 
drains  encumbering  his  estate,  and  allowed  aU 
his  prcTious  expenditure  to  remain  wasted  and 
unproductiTc — ^to  act,  in  fact,  like  a  man  who 
had  taken  a  sudden  panic,  and  had  determined  to 
go  no  further.  I  do  not  wish  to  weary  the  House 
with  figures;  for  it  appears  to  me  that  some 
honorable  gentlemen  do  not  like  figures  when 
they  are  giTcn  to  them.  I  now  merely  wish  to 
draw  attention  to  what  I  conceire  to  be  the 
talient  points  of  the  policy  placed  before  the 
House  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer ;  and  I  hope  that 
if  the  House  does  approve  of  that  policy,  it  will 
support  the  Qovemment,  and  allow  them  during 
the  recess  to  make  such  reductions  as  they  may 
be  enabled  to  make  in  the  ordinary  expenditure 
of  the  country. 

Mr.    BESS. — ^The  honorable  gentleman  has 
spoken  in  a  dignified  manner,  and  with  reiy  great 
He  Mked  us  to  receiye  tti^  Tezy  ^MMM 


figures  of  the;  honorable  member  i6t  Waikoaaiti, 
the  Commissioner  of  Customs.     Th«  honorable 
gentleman  does  not  seem  to  understand  a  joke. 
Why,  any  one  could  see  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikouaiti  was  talking  agaLnat  time.    The 
idea  of  the  honorable  member  attempting,  I  will 
not  say  to  make  the  Committee,  but  to  prevail 
upon  the  Committee  to  belicTe  anvthing  eleel 
One  could  see,  ttom  the  smile  upon  toe  honorable 
member^s  face  when  he  got  up  to  spesk  and  when 
he  sat  down,  that  he  was  talking  against  time. 
That  eridentlT  was  the  honomble  member's  in^^ 
tention,  for  otherwise  he  would  not  hftTe  thought 
of  giving  such  figures  to  the  House.      The  mem- 
bers of  uie  Qoremment  and  some  of  their  sup- 
porters do  not  aeem  to  understand  sound  figures 
at  all.    They  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  under- 
stand figures  that  go  upon  mod  data»  or,  if  they 
do,  they  do  not  pay  tne  tnghtest  attention  to 
them.     MinfMers  themselves  are  always  bringing 
down  figures,  and  no  two  of  them  agree  upon 
their  figures.    The  present  Premier,    when  be 
Inrought  down  his  statement  last  year,  had  to  ex* 
plain  it  with  a  whole  lot  of  ludicrous  oolunans  in 
a  second  statement.   This  year  his  statement  dis* 
agreed  with  that  of  the  late  Premier,  and  he  now 
brings  down  a  firesh  statement,  whioh  disagrees 
with  that  of  the  late  Premier.  -  The  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  now  gets  up  with  a  set  of 
totsUv  new  figures,  dilFering  from  the  statements 
already  given  to  the  Committee  and  to  the  House. 
So  long  as  the  honorable  gentlemen  hold  their 
seats  as  Ministers  and  keep  the  thing  going,  they 
will  be  satufied.    Of  course  as  long  as  the  money 
lasts  it  will  be  all  right,  and  they  will  get  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  to  support  them,  as  they  have 
had  hitherto.    It  does  not  matter  how  monstrous 
their  figures  are,  and  whether  they  are  susceptible 
of  being  reasonably  interpreted  or  not,  as  long  as 
the  money  lasts  they  will  get  a  majority  to  support 
them  in  carrying  on,  many  honorable  members 
hoping  to  get  for  their  own  districts  some  of  the 
money  that  is  spent.    Although  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  or  any  other  member  of 
the  Ministry  might  get  up  and  make  a  series  of 
the  most  stupendous  blunder^^blunders  bigger 
than  they  have  yet  made  with  their  figures — they 
would  go  on  in  the  same  way  until  the  end  en 
these  Treasury  bills  and  borrowing  comes,  and 
then  I  am  afraid  the  House  and  the  country  will 
want  figures  a  little  more  exact.    They  will  want 
to  overhaul  the  state  of  afliiirs,  to  learn  how  they 
stand,  and  how  they  are  to  meet  the  difficulties  in 
which  they  are  plunged.    The  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice referred  to  what  the  honorable  member  folt 
Akaroa  said  about  Treasury  bills  being  a  bridge 
over  difficulties  to  make  both  ends  meet.     He 
was  absolutely  correct,  and,  whatever  you  may  say 
or  whatever  terms  you  apply,  that  was  the  actual 
fact.    This  year  we  are  going  to  borrow,  upon  the 
faith  of  Land  Fund,  £146,000  by  means  of  Trea- 
sury bills,  and  we  shall  have  to  borrow  as  Aucfa 
besides.    We  shall  have  to  raise  about  £900,000 
upon  Treasury  bills  this  year.    The  end  of  this 
must  come.    If  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti, in  his  playful  moments,  should  by  chance 
hit  upon  a  solution  of  the  difiteuity,  he  will,  at 
«ny  rate,  be  deemed  worthy  tt  pabUo  thanks.    I 
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vtU  not  Mj  what  sort  of  medd  should  be  given 
to  bim  or  to  other  members  of  the  Ministry,  or  of 
wbAt  sabttaaoe  it  should  be  made.  At  any  rate, 
a  medal  might  be  struck  and  presented  to  them  if 
Xhej  hit  upon  anj  measure  consistent  with  their 
own  digni^,  the  dignity  of  the  people  and  of  the 
pablio  serrice  of  the  colony,  Uiat  will  make,  in 
the  eommoo  aooeptation  of  the  term,  both  ends 


Xr.  MAKDSBS.->I  think  it  is  neoessaiy,  after 
what  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  (Mr. 
Stout)  haa  said — that  no  Gh>Temment  supporter 

Ci  up  to  support  the  Ministiy  or  to  speak  in 
▼our  of  tl^eir  policy — ^that  some  one  should  do 
•o.  I  am  reiT  glad  that  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  this  erening  haye 
led  to  the  explanations  giren  by  the  Minister  of 
Juetiee  and  by  the  Commissioner  of  Customs,  for 
I  think  a  peat  deal  of  light  hae  thus  been 
thiown  on  t£e  noaitum  of  affiuri — a  far  stronger, 
eleaiw,  and  fairer  lisht  than  we  gathered  from 
tho  flgurea  |;iTen  bj  ttae  Premier  last  nicht.  The 
aHnrmnoe  giTen  by  the  Minister  of  Justice  is  that 
fadootiona  shall  take  nlaoe  during  the  recess, 
and  we  hare  also  similar  assuxanoes  firom  the 
Commiseioner  of  Customs.  I  espreased  to  the 
Committee  my  opinion  the  other  eyeniug,  that 
the  ftimat.es  should  be  largely  reduced,  and  now 
that  we  haye  leceiyed  assurances  to  that  effbot  in 
such  a  straighiforward  and  satisfactory  manner 
at  thoae  to  which  I  hare  alluded,  I  think  it 
is  yeiT  desirable  that  the  business  of  the  country 
shoola  proceed.  I  for  one  as  a  supporter  A 
the  Ooyemment  shall,  after  the  aasuranoes  so 
sternly  and  distinctly  giyen  to-night^  be  pre- 
pared to  support  them,  Mieying  that  they  will 
anrin^  the  recess  carry  out  the  neoeseaiy  reduc- 
tions in  the  Ciyil  Seryice  that  the  oountiy  looks  for. 
The  honoiable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
M>pean  not  to  understand  the  figures  giyen  by 
the  CommiasiQiMr  of  Customs,  butl  do  not  know 
whether  there  are  any  figures  that  the  honorable 
iDember  does  understand.  I  find  him  ohaUenginj^ 
t^  statements  of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  Sir 
Julius  Vos»l,  and  I  find  bim  challenging  eyery 
Vinaodal  Statement.  If  any  person  brought  up 
a  balance-sheet  founded  upon  the  honorable 
fSDtleroan's  own  figures^  and  said,  **  This  is  cor- 
rect, it  is  eompiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
honoiable  member  for  Aackland  (3ity  Bast,"  he 
would  not  approTe  of  that  statement.  I  do  not 
think  he  could  agree  to  any  statement  made  in 
this  House.  Apparently  he  has  not  been  able  to 
do  so  up  to  the  present  time.  I  think  we  haye 
been  watting  time  in  tiying  to  oonyince  the 
honorable  member,  and  we  snould  not  attempt 
anytbioff  further  in  that  direction,  but  let  the 
honoraUe  member  blunder  ou.  Let  him  go  back 
to  his  oonstitoenta  and  say,  '*  The  great  colonial 
financiers  in  the  Assembly  would  not  listen  to 
me,  who  went  down  to  instroot  them."  I  cannot 
hut  say  that  it  is  a  waste  of  time,  and  that  the 
Hioistiy  are  figuzatiyelj  throwing  pearls  before 
an  animal  the  name  of  which  it  is  better  not  to 
mention.  The  honorable  member  said,  that  moat 
ol  the  Ooyemment  supporters  pat  looking  on  in 
«u  idiotic  mannei}  ana  not  understandmg  the 
l%ttxw  oSeni,    Bs,  fer  oue^  denied  bo^  aner- 


tions.  He  had  listened  attentiyely  to  the  seyeral 
statements,  and  quite  comprehended  the  yiews 
they  set  set  forth.  I  think  the  criticisms  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin,  which  were  fisirly 
listened  to,  proyoked  from  the  Ministerial  benches 
assurances  which,  to  me,  at  any  rate,  are  satis* 
faotoiy.  I  trust  that  the  Committee  will,  upon 
those  assurances,  proceed  to  pass  the  estimates  at 
once. 

Mr.  STEVJ£NS.~As  we  haye  at  last  em- 
barked in  a  financial  discussion,  perhaps  a  few  re- 
marks from  me  upon  the  finances  of  the  country 
may  be  not  altogether  unacceptable.  My  re- 
marks will  not  be  yery  long,  and  I  will  en- 
deayour  to  condense  them  as  much  as  possible. 
The  first  point.  Sir,  that  strikes 'me  to  remark 
upon  is  the  yeiy  important  improyement  which 
was  effected  by  the  House  last  year  in  refer- 
ence to  the  abolition  of  the  Beseryes  Account, 
an  account  which,  in  my  opinion  —  I  haying 
obseryed  it  for  many  years  —  was  altogether 
based  upon  a  delusion,  and  was  productiye 
of  nothmg  but  inoonyenience,  if  not  disaster. 
While  upon  this  subject,  I  would  like  to  allude  to 
a  matter  which  has  been  referred  to  by  seyeral 
honorable  members  during  the  session,  and  this 
eyening  by  the  houorable  member  for  Akaroa. 
That  IS  the  payment  of  £123,800  for  interest 
paid  in  the  present  financial  year,  but  belonging 
to  last  year— that  is,  interest  due  on  the  15th 
July.  What  I  wish  to  point  out  with  refer- 
ence to  this  is,  that  honorable  members  need 
neyer  trouble  themselyes  *any  more  upon  that 
subject,  BO  long  as  they  see  that  one  complete 
year's  interest  is  paid  in  one  complete  year. 
That  makes  an  end  of  that  question.  Of 
course,  what  I  now  say  does  not  in  the  slight- 
est exonerate  the  Colonial  Treasurer  from  a 
charge  which  has  been  made  a  good  deal  of  this 
session :  that  he  oyer-estimated  the  Customs  re- 
yenue  last  year.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit 
that  is  a  yery  fair  subject  for  criticism.  If 
a  Colonial  Treasurer  does  oyer-estimate  reyenue 
ne  is  liable  to  criticism,  if  not  to  censure;  but 
mv  honorable  friend  has  had,  if  he  chose  to 
ta<e  adTantace  of  it,  some  yery  notable  ex- 
amples for  hts  guidance  in  this  respect.  If 
t  ^m  not  greatly  mistaken,  his  two  immediate 
predeoesBors  committed  the  same  offence  with 
which  he  has  been  charged  ;  and  those  orimes, 
if  we  can  so  term  them,  haye  been  passed 
oyer  with  great  leniency  as  compared  with 
the  charges  which  haye  been  brought  against 
the  present  Colonial  Treasurer.  I  think  that 
a  reference  to  the  finance  of  the  last  eight 
years  will  fully  establish  that  fact.  There  was 
another  thing  in  connection  with  the  prenous 
Financial  Statement — that  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel — 
that  gaye  me  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction.  It 
was  tne  disappearance,  howeyer  suddenly,  of 
that  financial  j^enomenon,  the  diyision  of  the 
Stamp  duties  into  two  portions  —  one  being 
carried  into  the  general  ordinary  reyenue  of  the 
colony  i  and  the  other  beinff  taken,  I  suppose, 
to  improye  the  appearance  of  the  Public  Works 
Account.  I  am  not  aware  that  in  the  course 
of  my  life  I  haye  seen  anything  more  utterly 
absura   than  that  which  happuy  is  now  no 
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longer  to  appear  in  the  fixmnoes  of  this  colony. 
It  IS  inconoeiyable  to  me  that  fach  a  thing 
eTer  ooold  hare  been  done.  I  took  an  opportu- 
nitT  of  protesting  against  it  in  1870,  and  at  last 
it  has  disapneared.  At  last,  I  understand,  we 
are  taking  tne  Stamp  duties  entirely  into  the 
Consolidated  BeTenue  on  ordinary  aooount,  and 
we  no  longer  difide  that  item  of  rerenue  into  two 
portions,  taking  one  into  the  ordinary  rerenue  of 
the  colony,  aod  the  other  to  improTO  the  appear- 
ance of  the  PnbHo  Works  Account.  But  it  strikes 
me  as  a  little  remarkable  that,  in  the  first  state- 
ment— ^that  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  was 
lately  at  the  head  of  the  Gh>Temment — ^no  notice 
was  taken  of  the  extinction  of  that  system,  al- 
tiiough  it  has  subsisted  ever  since  the  year  1870. 
Howeyer,  I  am  not  going  to  say  any  more  about 
it,  except  heartily  to  congratulate  tins  Committee 
upon  the  non-appearance  of  any  such  diyision  of 
the  rerenne  from  Stainp  duties  in  the  present 
financial  Statement.  I  am  now  going  to  say 
something  on  the  subject  of  the  Bank  agreement. 
I  know  this  is  a  yeiy  dry  subject  as  well  as 
a  Tcry  intricate  one,  and  I  am  not  going  to 
trouble  the  Committee  with  any  lengthened  re- 
marks upon  it,  because  it  is  a  subject  which  it 
would  take  a  great  deal  of  time  to  go  carefully 
into.  I  am  not  going  to  complain  of  the  terms 
of  business  which  are  mentioned  in  that  agree- 
ment. I  am  not  going  to  say  it  would  hare  been 
desirable  to  divide  the  public  banking  account  of 
this  colony  amongst  ihe  banks.  'Wnaterer  may 
be  my  own  opinion  on  the  subject,  I  am  not  going 
to  advocate  tnat  at  the  present  period  of  the  ses- 
sion. But  I  abstain  from  discussing  it,  because  1 
think  the  House  has  made  up  its  mind  on  that 
question  for  a  time  at  all  erents.  At  least  the 
last  House  did  so.  It  distinctiy  entertained  the 
opinion,  as  I  understood,  that  the  fsoilities  which 
were  offered  by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  for 
the  conduct  of  the  public  banking  business 
were  such  that  it  was  altogether  impossible 
that  the  GbTemment  could  deal  with  associated 
banks  upon  equally  favourable  terms.  It  has  ap- 
peared, I  think,  that  the  fiMsilities  offered  by  tne 
Muk  of  New  Zealand  were  very  oonsidraably 
greater  than  were  capable  of  being  afforded  by 
any  association  of  the  banks  opmting  in  the 
colony.  Whether  that  will  continue  to  be  the 
case,  1  cannot  say.  I  am  aware  that  it  was  the 
opinion  generally  of  the  honorable  members  of 
the  last  House;  and  I  think  it  is  the  opinion 
of  many  honorable  members  in  this  House  that 
having  the  GK>vemment  account  with  associated 
banks  would  tend  to  create  a  species  of  mono- 
poly, and  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  the  time 
being  would  lose  that  opportuni^  of  benefiting 
from  competition  which  he  now  is  more  or  less 
able  to  secure.  But  the  point  to  which  I  want 
to  refer  is  this,  and  one  portion  (xf  it,  I  think,  has 
been  referred  to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Pamell  in  an  earl^  part  of  the  session :  During 
the  negotiations  with  the  Inspector  of  the  Bank  of 
New  &aland,  the  late  Colomal  Treasurer,  if  I  re- 
member righti^,  received  an  intimation  that  the 
terms  upon  wmch  moneys  could  be  drawn  out  of 
the  Bank  in  London  would  have  to  be  modified 
by  Act  of  ForUament;  and  that  in  the  erent  of 


certain  drcumstanoes,  such  as  a  hostile  Qorem- 
ment  being  in  power,  and  so  on,  the  Bank  mi^lit 
be  seriou^  pngudioied.  Now,  I  do  not  objeo 
at  aU  to  that,  as  I  think  the  honorable  member 
for  Pamell  previously  objected.  I  do  not  for  one 
moment  object  to  the  banker  taking  that  course  s 
but  I  strongly  object  to  the  gentleman  who  xomj 
be  in  charge  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  colony 
returning  as  an  answer  to  such  an  application 
the  statement  that,  to  protect  the  banker  from, 
capricious  action,  the  Government  will  be  pre- 
piuwd  to  introduce  next  session  a  Bill  whmh 
will  have  the  effect  desired.  Now,  I  am  not 
going  to  charge  mv  honorable  friends  on  thsifc 
bench  with  doing  this,  because  they  claim  to  be — 
and  I  believe  with  more  or  less  justice— a  new 
Government ;  but  I  say,  that  if  such  things  are 
done  in  tiie  future,  thej  may  take  m^  wora  for 
it  that  a  feeling  which  is  already  existing  in  the 
country,  of  very  considerable  uneasiness  on  that 
veiy  question  of  the  undue  intimacy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration of  the  day,  or  of  any  Administration 
that  may  be  in  existence  at  any  time  in  tJiis 
colony,  with  the  Gbvemment  banker  for  the 
time  being,  will  increase  to  a  feeling  of  strong 
dissatisfrction,  that  will  veiy  likely  prejudice  the 
safety  and  existence  of  any  Ministey  that  may 
sit  on  that  bench  and  act  in  such  a  way.  There* 
fore,  if  my  honorable  friends  would  take  a  word 
dT  advice  from  me,  given  altogetMr  in  a  fiiendlj 
spirit,  I  would  urge  them  under  no  conceivable 
circumstances  to  put  themselves  in  such  a  pon- 
tion  of  reproach  as  that  would  be,  and  whioh 
would  certainly  be  taken  advantage  of  by 
those  who  are  hostile  to  their  policy,  and  con- 

nuently  hostile  to  mine.  I  propose  to  make 
Bw  remarks  ni>on  the  proposals  now  before 
the  House,  and,  in  doing  so,  I  should  like  to 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  this  difficulty  into 
which  the  country  has  p>t  financially — and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  difficulty — ^is  one 
whidi,  if  it  has  not  been  anticipated  b^  tlie 
public  at  large,  ought  to  have  been  antimpatad. 
That  it  has  been  anticipated  by  some  I  know.  It 
has  been  anticipated  by  myself  amongst  others, 
and  it  has  appeared  to  me  for  a  long  time  past 
to  be  absolutely  inevitable.  It  has  arisen  nom 
the  transactions  which  took  place  in  the  expend!- 
ture  of  public  money  with  undue  haste,  and 
which  have  landed  us  in  this  position :  that  we 
have  got  to  pav  a  very  large  amount  of  interest 
upon  works  which  are  not  at  present  productive, 
owing  altogether  to  the  extreme  haste — ^I  may 
say  the  alt^ther  unpractical  manner — in  which 
the  public  at  large  clamoured  for  expenditure, 
and  in  which  the  Ghovemment  of  the  day  ad- 
mitted those  claims,  and  submitted  to  the  agita- 
tion. Having  said  so  much,  I  would  beg  to 
observe  that  the  pronosals  of  t^e  Government  in 
regard  to  the  Ijand  Fund  are,  of  course,  not 
capable  of  sustaining  strict  criticism  horn  a 
financial  point  of  view,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
the  Government  must  be  as  well  aware  of  it  as 
any  one.  In  fact,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  makes 
no  secret  of  it ;  he  sa^  it  is  a  necessity.  Well, 
I  agree  with  him ;  it  is  a  necessity.  Of  course,  it 
is  not  good  finance.  It  cannot  be  good  finance  to 
contemplate  aix  of  the  prorineef  oatof  nine  being 
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dttfibolten  on  the  aanaal  aooount  of  their  land 
wrenue,  upon  which  we  are  placing  the  charges 
propoeed.  Of  conne  that  is  not  satisiketoiy ; 
W  put  anj  Colonial  Treasurer  you  like  on  that 
benim,  and  ask  him  what  he  can  do  under  the 

rent  dreumstances ;  ask  him  bj  what  means 
would  bring  the  rerenue  and  expenditure 
■pon  an  equiUbrinm 

An  Hon.  Mbmbkb. — Betrench. 

llr.  STETENS.— I  quite  apee  with  those  who 
9KJ  "  Betrench,"  but  it  must  oe  remembered  that 
fcur  nM>nths  of  the  year  hare  already  expired — 
thai  jon  cannot  retrench  in  a  few  mmutes  or  in 
a  few  daysy  or  in  a  few  weeks.  The  best  thing 
for  tlioee  who  adyocate  retrenchment  to  do, 
would  be  to  all  go  together,  and  leave  the  Qoyem- 
inent  as  much  time  as  possible  to  make  their  ar- 
ivnfements  in  the  recess.  Speaking  upon  this  as 
a  purely  financial  question,  we  must,  admit  that 
it  is  a  necessity ;  but  what  is  the  alternative  P 
If  by  retrenchment  you  improve  the  state  of 
your  reyenoe  in  such  a  manner  as  that,  these  ad- 
\  can  be  made  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 


instead  of  being  pud  by  Treasury  biUs — a  system 
which  has  been  animadverted  upon  all  round  the 
House  —  what  do  you  do  P  You  simply  make 
these  provinces  debtors  to  the  Colonial  Treasury ; 
and  what  will  be  the  effectP  That  of  course 
your  eokmial  finance  generally  will  be  better,  but 
Bothini^  more.  These  provinces  would  still  go  on 
becoming  indebted,  and  every  year  the  ciy  in  this 
Committee  would  be,  "Auckland  is  being  paid  for 
by  other  provinces,*'  it  would  be  said  that  one 
province  was  being  paid  for  by  another.  That  is 
jnsi  what  used  formerly  to  go  on  in  this  Com- 
mittee, and  what  will  go  on  again.  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word  about  the  hospitals,  and  other 
diaritable  institutions.  And  here  I  would  like 
to  congratulate  the  Government  upon  the  change 
which  tli^  have  made  as  compared  with  the 
propoaals  which  were  embodied  in  the  first 
Financial  Statement.  I  do  not  altogether  approve 
of  them  as  they  now  stand,  but  they  are  mate- 
lially  better  tlum  the  former  proposals.  The  first 
proposal  was  that  the  hospitals  and  charitable 
meHtntione  should  be  provided  for  by  contribu- 
tione  of  counties  and  municipal  bodies,  aided  by 
eomo  small  subsidy  firom  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
It  is  not  so  much  only  from  the  financial  as 
from  the  administrative  point  of  view  that  I 
object  to  that  proposal,  because  it  is  a  system 
which  I  venture  to  think  would  have  caused 
very  considerable  hardship  to  those  who  were 
likttXj  to  need  the  assistance  of  these  institutions, 
and  could  under  no  conceivable  circumstances 
have  given  sufficient  security  to  the  public  at 
Uuge  that  the  injured  and  the  poor  were  properly 
taken  care  of,  and  were  under  the  supervision  of 
proper  authoritiee.  Before  leaving  that  part  of 
the  subject,  I  trust  the  Government  will,  at  an 
eariy  date,  inform  the  House  what  is  the  exact 
system  upon  which  they  propose  to  conduct  the 
administraton  of  those  institutions,  in  order  that 
there  may  be  a  feeling  of  security  in  the  country 
regarding  them.  Now,  I  would  like  to  say  a 
word  or  two  about  the  necessity  for  raising  a  new 
loan.  Well,  if  it  could  possibly  be  avoided,  I 
belieye  the  House  generally  would  be  glad.   If  we 
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oould  maintain  the  public  works  in  a  state  of 
necessary  activity  without  it,  and  meet  existing 
engagements,  I  believe  this  House  generallT 
would  approve  of  dispensing  altogether  with 
fresh  borrowing,  if  that  could  possibly  be  done. 
Without  going  into  figures  which  are  quite 
familiar  to  honorable  members,  it  is  perfectly 
impossible  to  dispense  with  further  borrowings 
unless  we  are  going  to  make  further  inroads  upon 
the  debentures  Imperially  guaranteed,  and  wluoh 
we  can  always  use  as  a  most  valuable  ooUaterai 
security.  I  hope  the  time  will  never  come  within 
a  good  many  years  when  we  shall  be  compelled 
altogether  to  part  with  those  bonds.  It  has 
always  been  a  source  of  regret  to  me  that  we 
parted  with  £200,000  of  the  million  guaranteed 
debentures.  I  do  not  know  how  that  arose,  as  I 
was  in  England  at  the  time.  I  am  sorry  that  we 
have  encroached  on  that  million  of  guaranteed 
debentures,  as  I  have  always  looked  upon  that  at 
one  of  the  most  valuable  assets  whion  we  could 
possibly  hold,  and  which  we  should  hold  as  long 
as  we  possibly  could.  With  regard  to  the  inscrip- 
tion of  stock  which  has  come  down  to  us  in  the 
form  of  a  Bill,  I  may  say  that  the  plan,  originally 
due  to  Mr.  Westgarth,  has  been  perfectly  well 
known  to  many  persons  for  some  tune,  and,  if  I 
understand  rightly,  it  has  been  looked  upon  and 
strongly  advocated  as  a  very  desirable  thing.  I 
will  give  my  hearty  support  to  that  proposal, 
because  I  believe  the  inscription  of  stock  will  be 
of  very  great  value,  and  will  be  calculated  to 
improve  the  demand  for  our  securities  as  a  per- 
manent investment.  My  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Dunedin  (Mr.  Stout)  made  some 
remarks  on  the  general  question.  No  doubt 
when  you  aro  attached  to  any  side  of  the  House 
— whether  Abolitionist  or  Provincialiit — ^you  aro 
tempted  to  give  a  colouring  to  ever^jrtbing  yon  say, 
even  in  makers  of  finance,  into  which  it  would  be 
very  much  better  that  we  should  not  import  these 
feelings  if  it  could  be  avoided.  I  do  not  know 
any  better  rule  in  dealing  with  finance  than  that 
vou  should  not  quarrel  over  your  figures.  My 
honorable  friend  has  spoken  of  the  robbing  ra 
the  provinces,  or  something  to  that  effect;  he 
spoke  of  the  wrong  to  the  provinces  which  was 
going  to  be  infiicted  b^  alx)lition.  I  am  quite 
content  to  admit  that  m  some  respects  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  GK>vemment  will  not  be  reslized, 
because  there  is  not  the  money  to  realise  it  with. 
That  is  the  reason.  If  the  expectations  of  the 
Government  were  to  be  realized,  the  people  in  the 
provinces  would  have  to  pay  more  taxes.  This 
niunt  bo  the  case  in  order  that  the  objects  of  the 
Government  may  be  realized.  I  will  tell  my 
honorable  friend  this :  that  long  beforo  he  was 
in  this  House,  for  many  years  past,  the  same 
problem  has  been  before  tne  country.  It  has 
been  simply  the  allegation,  for  I  do  not  know  how 
many  years,  that  it  was  the  Provincial  Gh>vern- 
Dients  which  wero  losing  by  colonial  finance ;  but 
the  real  ooestion  is,  whether  the  people  who 
lived  in  the  provinces  wero  losing.  Thero  is 
a  wonderful  deal  of  difibrence  between  the  two 
propositions.  One  of  the  great  advantages  that 
will  come  out  of  the  Abolition  of  Provinces  policy 
will  be  this:  that  the  public  will  be  brought  feoe 


140 


Eh^ly. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


[Oct.  10 


to  feoe  with  their  expenditure.  They  will  know 
the  source  of  the  adnuitftges  whien  their  will 
derive,  and  they  will  also  niow  thoroughly  the 
oaoae  from  whence  dieadTantage  or  misfortune 
may  arise  in  regard  to  the  finance  of  the  country. 
Then  my  honorable  friend  says  what  we  ought  to 
do  i«  to  economize  on  the  departments  proposed 
to  be  charged  on  the  Land  Fund. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  STEVENS.~I  was  unfortunate  in  not 
hearinff  the  honorable  gentleman  distinctly.  My 
hononmle  friend  will  haTe  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity of  studying  economy  when  he  comes  to 
deal  with  those  itoma.  The  hcmorable  member 
fn  FbmeUy  I  think,  if  I  understood  him  rightly, 
had  a  yery  simple  method  of  settling  the  defi- 
ciency, of  making  up  deficiencies  in  the  land 
rcTenue,  and  of  obviating  a  state  of  things  which 
he  considered  to  be  dreadful  in  relation  to  the 
land  revenue  of  provincial  districts.  If  I  under- 
stood him  rightly,  he  said  that,  if  there  was  a 
sarplne  of  luid  revenue  in  certain  localities,  it 
could  be  taken  to  meet  the  wants  of  other  parts 
of  the  colony — that  the  difficulty  could  be  got 
over  in  that  way.  Well,  that  is  a  very  simple 
proposition  indeed ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  would 
Bring  the  revenue  and  expenditure  into  equili- 
brium. Even  if  it  did,  it  would  hardly  be 
consistent  with  those  Provincialist  notions  which 
my  honoracble  friend,  I  believe,  professes,  or,  until 
verv  recently,  professed.  It  would  be  a  distinct 
violation  of  the  Abolition  principle,  and  it  would 
be  exoeedinglv  distasteful  to  the  people  in  large 
sections  of  the  country.  I  do  not  think  my 
honorable  friend's  remedy  is  one  which  we  should 
adopt.  My  honorable  fnend  the  Premier  told  us 
that  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  Public  Works 
and  Immigration  policy  had  been  an  undoubted 
success.  I  do  not  propose  at  this  period  of  the 
debate  to  discuss  that  point  with  my  honorable 
friend ;  but  I  taj  this,  that  the  proof  of  the 
pudding  is  in  ibe  eating,  and  that  we  have  not 
yet  got  to  that  point  at  which  we  are  fully  able 
to  judge  of  the  full  effects  of  that  policy  either 
for  good  or  for  evil.  We  must  wait  for  a  year  or 
two,  and  we  will  see;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  people  of  this  colony  will  form  a  very  clear 
uid  distinct  opinion  on  that  point.  Without 
wishing  to  weary  this  Committee,  I  would  like 
to  call  attention  to  a  comparison  which  I  have 
made  of  the  value  of  the  producto  exported 
from  this  country  in  the  year  1871,  before  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  policy  could  have 
taken  any  effect,  with  those  of  the  year  1874 
— less  than  t^iro  years  ago — ^and  of  1875.  A 
study  of  these  figures  will  be  useful  to  honorable 
members  who  wish  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  as  to 
the  facts.  I  find  from  the  statistics  that  whilst  in 
1871,  when  the  Public  Works  policy  could  not 
have  had  time  to  affect  our  producing  powers, 
the  value  of  exports  —  gold,  kauri  gum,  hides, 
tallow,  wool,  and  grain  — was  £4,789,623,  in 
1874  it  was  only  £4,897,855,  when  the  policy  had 
been  three  years  in  active  operation.  And  tak- 
ing the  atatbtics  of  1876,  the  export  value  is  only 
£6,260,037,  the  wool  being  taken  at  a  very  high 
rate.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  great  amount  of 
increase  in  value  there,  when  we  look  at  the  state 


of  things  since  then.  I  am  afraid  that,  althongb 
we  have  a  very  considerable  amount  of  popu- 
lation come  into  the  countiy,  the  aggregate 
quantity  of  what  we  have  got  to  sell,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country  itself,  is  not  at  all  commensu* 
rate  with  the  rate  at  which  we  have  been  borrow- 
ing money,  and  expending  it.  That  is  all  I  want 
to  eeteblish.  I  do  not  wish  to  throw  any  sort  of 
discredit  upon  the  policy  or  ito  author,  or  any- 
thing of  the  sort ;  but  it  does  appear  that  we  have 
been  subjected  to  a  very  excessive  expenditure 
in  comparison  with  the  productive  powers  of  the 
country.  We  shall  have  an  opportunity,  when 
the  subject  becomes  more  matured,  of  discussing 
the  merite  of  that  policy,  by  the  light  which 
further  experience  will  give.  Before  I  go  any 
further,  I  should  like  to  say  that,  after  a  veiy 
careful  examination  of  the  finances,  I  see  no 
reason  to  change  the  opinions  I  expressed  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  session,  and  which  the  honor* 
able  member  for  Taieri  seemed  to  doubt.  In  the 
course  of  the  debate  which  took  place,  my  honor- 
able friend  seemed  to  think  that  my  figures  were 
not  correct,  and  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
countiy  was  not  two  millions  and  a  quarter.  I 
should  like  him  to  discuss  the  figui^  with  me.  I 
think  I  could  convince  him  that  the  expenditure  of 
the  country  was  something  considerably  in  excess 
of  two  millions  and  a  quarter.  I  think  honor- 
able members  are  rather  in  the  habit  of  allowing 
these  things  to  pass  by  without  giving  them  the 
dose  examination  which  they  deserve.  In  the 
ihce  of  this  veiy  great  expenditure,  what  has 
to  be  doneP  What  can  be  done  to  help  this 
stete  of  things  P  What  is  going  to  happen  next 
year?  I  agree  with  those  who  think  that  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  should  make  greater 
reductions  in  his  Customs  estimate,  as,  notwith- 
stending  the  reductions  proposed  to  be  made,  the 
revenue  may  not  at  all  reach  his  estimate.  It 
is  very  difficult  for  one,  who  has  not  got  the 
same  means  of  obtaining  information  as  tho 
honorable  gentleman,  to  say  with  any  real  con- 
fidence what  is  likely  to  be  the  exact  revenue. 
In  the  face  of  a  veiy  large  diminution  in  our 
atopic  product,  in  the  hce  of  the  fact  that  the 
price  of  grain  is  not  very  high,  unless  there  is 
some  great  addition  to  tbe  produce  of  gold,  which 
has  b^n  almost  stetionary  for  the  last  few  years, 
— unless  there  is  some  very  great  increase  in  that 
item,  I  am  very  much  afraid  that  greater  reduc- 
tions ought  to  DC  made  in  the  estimate  than  my 
honorable  friend  proposes  to  make.  I  speak 
with  some  diffidence  on  this  point,  because  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  access  to  information 
which  I  cannot  possess;  but  I  would  prefer  to 
see  the  estimate  placed  at  a  lower  rate  than 
has  been  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman. 
Then,  Sir,  we  have  to  consider  that  next  year 
we  shall  have  an  addition  to  the  permanent 
loans  of  the  country.  We  are  going  to  bor- 
row another  million,  and  next  year  we  shall 
have  to  provide  the  interest  upon  that  amount. 
We  should  remember  that,  and  not  come  up 
here  next  year  under  the  belief  that  we  are 
going  to  have  a  prosperous  state  of  finance. 
When  we  come  up  here,  we  shall  find  a  de- 
ficiency in  Treasuiy  bills  of  £146,000.    We  may 
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ha.f  £60^000  or  so  Iom  on  the  Cuatoms  than 
ii  Mtinuted ;  and  it  u  hlghlj  probable  that  the 
total  (leScienoy  wliich  we  shall  hare  to  meet 
next  year  will  be  from  £200,000  to  £250,000. 
Tben,  as  I  hare  said,  we  shall  hare  to  provide 
lor  additional  interest  on  borrowed  money. 
We  hare  got  to  face  this  difficulty,  and  the 
eooocr  we  faoe  it  the  better.  When  there  is 
talk  about  retrenchment,  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  go  in  for  reducing  the  salaries  of  the  Ciyil 
Mrraata  25  per  cent,  all  round,  rather  pay  a 
modemie  number  of  good  men  well;  but  1  say 
tlial  this  difficulty  of  retrenchment  is  one  that 
baa  to  be  met,  and  it  Is  one  of  the  greatest 
difficulties  that  haTe  to  be  enoountered  by  the 
GoTemment,  and  we  should  gire  them  our  sym- 
pathy and  ascistanoe  in  oyeroomin^  it.  I  would 
■oggest  that  we  might,  without  any  yiolation  of  any 
sound  principle  of  finance,  possibly  induce  holders 
of  our  DondA-I  mean  the  consols  and  older  bonds 
which  cany  a  sinking  fund — to  take  bonds  that 
do  noi  bear  a  sinking  fund,  but  are  only  subject 
to  5  per  cent,  interest.  These  bonds  are  now  orer 
par,  and  so  the  profit  attaching  to  those  taken  at 
oelow  par  for  the  sake  of  the  chance  of  being 
drawn  at  the  annual  drawings,  has  ceased  to  be 
an  indooement  to  hold.  By  this  means,  I  suggest, 
the  ainking  fund  would  be  dispensed  with,  and 
aceomnlated  sinkins  fund  released  for  so  much  as 
might  be  conTerted.  As  regards  the  estimates, 
I  do  not  propose  to  weary  the  Committee  by 
getting  up  a  discussion  on  them.  We  should 
bear  in  mind  this  fact,  that  one  third  of  the 
year  has  already  gone  in  this  session,  and  that 
we  eannot  go  into  a  lon^  discussion  now,  but  can 
beat  deal  with  the  subject  on  the  items.  With 
regard  to  the  departmental  reductions,  I  may  say 
tlut  one  of  the  most  important  departments,  and 
one  which  is  exceedingly  well  managed — I  refer 
to  the  Telegraph  Department — is,  instead  of  being 
a  tooroe  of  profit  as  it  should  be,  a  source  of  loss, 
by  reason  of  the  extraordinary  quantity  of  tele- 
orams  which  are  sent  on  the  pubUc  semoe.  I  see 
the  coet  of  theee  telegrams  is  estimated  at  £16,000 
lor  last  year.  I  must  say  that  I  can  scarcely  con- 
ce&ve  how  it  is  possible  that  £16,000  should  be 
neoeesarily  expended  in  sending  telegrams  on  the 
puUie  serrioe  within  the  colony — to  say  nothing 
of  those  sent  to  foreign  parts.  I  trust  the  Gto- 
Tonunent  will  derote  attention  to  that  item  of 
their  expenditure,  with  a  riew  to  seeing  whether 
that  wdl-managed  department  cannot  show  a 
profit  instead  of  a  loss.  With  these  few  remarks 
I  will  now  dose.  If  I  have  said  anything  that 
will  be  of  the  slightest  use  to  the  Committee  in 
their  deliberations,  I  shall  feel  that  I  hare  not 
wasted  their  time.  As  regards  the  general  esti- 
mate^ I  shall  giTe  the  Government  erery  assist- 
anoe  in  making  reasonable  reductions  in  the  de- 
partmental expenditure. 

Mr.  LUSEl—Sir,  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  the  statement  made  the  other  evening 
by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  this  House. 
Had  I  done  so,  it  is  possible  that  I  might  have 
had  some  of  the  doubts  which  hare  arisen  in  my 
mind  removed  by  the  observations  he  no  doubt 
made  at  that  time.  But,  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured 
lo  fidlow  tha  nmackf  ha  made  ftom  tho  printed 


reports  placed  in  the  hands  of  honorable 
hers ;  anct  looking  at  the  question  as  a  whole— 
namely,  the  question  of  the  financial  position  and 
proposals  of  the  Government  at  this  time— I  feel 
bound,  before  any  progress  is  made  with  the  work 
of  passing  the  estimates  through  this  House,  to 
offer  one  or  two  remarks  on  the  general  subject  of 
the  proposals  which  I  understand  are  now  made 
by  the  Government.  I  will  not  attempt  to  go 
into  the  general  question  of  those  proposals,  nor 
to  go  over  the  whole  ground  covered  by  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  That  has  already  been 
dealt  with  tcr  a  oonsideiable  extent  by  other 
honorable  members.  But  it  has  stru<A  me  that 
the  most  important  part  of  this  question  is  that 
part  which  deals  not  so  much  with  the  past, 
nor  so  much  with  the  existing  condition  d 
the  fioanoes  of  the  country,  or  the  mode  in 
which  the  country's  aooounts  are  kept,  as 
with  what  the  Government  propose  to  do  in 
the  future.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  the 
question  of  paramount  importance  to  the  country 
at  the  present  time,  and,  looking  at  the  statement 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  with  the  view  of  asoer* 
taining  what  those  proposals  were,  I  confess  to  a 
considerable  feeling  of  disappointment.  I  find 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  states  that  he  has 
been  able  to  make  a  reduction  of  some  £34,000, 
as  compared  with  the  proposals  laid  before  us  by 
his  predecessor.  I  have  endeavoured,  in  the  short 
time  which  has  been  at  my  disposal,  to  trace  out, 
in  the  estimates  which  have  recently  in  an 
amended  form  been  Utid  before  this  ^nse,  the 
mode  in  which  these  reduotions  have  been  niade, 
and  I  find  that  half  of  that  reduction  is  occa- 
sioned by  leaving  out  two  of  the  items  which  ap- 
peared in  the  old  estimates,  namely,  £7,000  for 
prorincial  libraries,  and  £10,000  for  provincial 
officers. 

Major  ATKINSON  :  No,  State  Forests. 

Mr.  LUSE. — Perhaps  I  may  be  wrong  in  re- 
gard to  the  provincial  officers.  But,  however  that 
may  be,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  is  but  a  very 
small  conoession  to  the  feeling  whidi  is  not  merely 
prevalent,  but  universal  throughout  the  colony  at 
this  time — namely,^  that  very  large  reductions 
ought  to  be  made  by  the  GK>vemment,  in  view  of 
the  critical  times  which  even  the  Government 
themselves  admit  are  very  close  upon  us.  I 
think,  Sir,  that  when  the  Government  state,  as 
they  do  state,  that  they  are  by  no  means  satisfied 
even  that  their  own  proposals  are  sound  ones, 
when  they  show  that  tney  are  actuallv  proposing 
to  raise  nearly  £150,000  by  Treasury  biUs  for  the 
purpose  of  eking  out  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
sales,  it  seems  that  they  are  bound  to  show  some- 
thing veiy  much  more  considerable  than  enoh 
savings  as  these,  and  that  great  reductions  and 

feat  economy  are  now  required.  But,  Sir,  when 
come  to  look  at  this  matter  of  raising  £146,000 
on  Treasury  bills,  I  am  met  at  once  by  the  con- 
sideration that  this  is  practically  an  essential 
part  of  the  policy  of  the  Government — ^that  it  is 
an  essential  part  of  the  proposals  they  make  for 
the  future  financial  management  of  the  oolony, 
because  it  is  not  as  though  this  sum  was  only 
to  be  required  for  this  year.  If  we  are  to  believe 
that  the  proposals  of  the  GoTomment  to  give 
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Ifttfe  nibiidiea  to  tbe  ooantidf  and  monoipalitieB 
are  bond  fide  and  stnightforward,  then  I  eay  it  is 
not  for  this  year  onlj  that  the  £146,000  wUl  be 
required.  It  wiU  be  required  eTery  year,  and  in 
WBL  increasing  ratio  too.  I  say  this,  because  the 
OoTomment  hare  again  and  again  said  that  the 
land  rerenue  of  thu  colony  is  not  increasing— 
that  in  fact  the  land  revenue  will  be  likely  year 
by  year  to  decrease;  and  if  all  these  charges 
which  I  find  in  the  elaborate  return  appended  to 
this  statement  are  not  of  an  ephemeral  character, 
and  if  the  revenue  which  meets  those  charges  is 
not  to  increase,  then  I  say  this  scheme,  this  ex- 
pedient for  raising  huge  sums  of  money  by 
Treasury  bills,  will  haTe  to  be  resorted  to  yea^ 
after  year,  and  in  an  CTcr-increasing  degree. 
This  appears  to  me  to  be  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant and  by  far  the  most  terrible  of  all  the 
Tiews  that  can  possibly  be  taken  of  our  financial 

Smtion :  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  proposals 
r  the  future  govemment  of  this  colony  invoWe 
an  increasing  annual  defidt  in  the  financial  re- 
■onrees  of  New  Zealand.  I  belicTe  there  can  be 
no  escape  from  this  conclusion  by  any  one  who 
will  look  at  these  figures  as  laid  down  by  the 
Treasurer,  and  who  will  consider  the  probable 
oourse  of  eTcnts  in  the  future.  We  have  been 
told  to-night  that,  when  these  railways  are  com- 
pleted, there  will  be  a  Uurge  increase  in  the 
amount  of  money  coming  into  the  Treasury  from 
them.  I  take  leaye  to  doubt  it,  because  I  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  maps  ap- 
pended to  the  Public  Works  Statement  which 
nas  been  laid  before  the  House ;  and  looking  at 
those  maps  which  show  what  part  of  the  railway 
system  of  the  colony  is  now  in  operation,  and 
what  part  is  in  course  of  completion,  I  am  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  by  far  the  most  profitable 
parts  haye  been  completed,  and  that  those  to  be 
completed  are  for  the  most  part  likely  for  some 
years  to  come  to  be  rather  a  source  of  loss  than 
profit  to  the  revenue.  I  am  forced  to  that  con- 
elusion,  not  altogether  from  my  own  knowledge, 
because  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  I  know  die 
whole  railway  system  of  the  colony ;  but  let  any 
honorable  member  look  at  these  maps  for  him- 
self, and  consider,  from  what  he  knows  of  the 
part  of  the  countiy  from  which  he  comes,  whether 
(he  extensions  now  being  carried  out  are  likely 
largely  to  increase  the  receipts  oyer  the  expen- 
diture incurred  by  the  Goyemment  in  working 
those  lines.  I  speak  without  the  least  doubt  in 
my  own  mind  with  regard  to  that  part  of  New 
Zealand  from  which  I  come,  that  it  will  be  years 
—many  years,  I  fear — before  any  large  amouut  of 
rsyenue  arises  from  the  extension  of  railroads 
now  in  oourse  of  construction  in  Auckland. 
When  I  say  that  of  Auckland,  I  think  I  may  also 
safely  say  it  of  every  other  part  of  the  North 
Island.  If  any  honorable  gentleman  will  look  at 
the  returns  of  the  railways  now  in  the  hands  of 
Government,  ho  will  seo  bow  fallacious  a  hope  it 
is  that  there  will  be  ''  a  great  relief  to  the  Con- 
solidated Revenue  from  the  receipts  from  the^e 
railways" — those  are  the  words  used.  It  is  a 
mere  vision.  There  will  be  no  relief  for  years  to 
come,  or  else  all  the  experience  of  the  past  is  of 
no  araiL     Then,  if  that  is  the  case,  I  should 


like  honorable  members  to  oonsidor  that  we 
have  before  us  a  new  system  of  government — 
a  new  system  by  which  this  colony  is  to  be  so 
governed  that  it  will  be  led  into  a  state  of  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  never  known  before.  And 
the  basis  of  all  this  happiness  and  future  pros- 
perity of  the  colony  is  an  increased  debt  of 
£145,000  for  the  first  year,  and  that  not  for 
purposes  that  will  pass  away  with  the  first 
year ;  because  here  tney  are,  and  I  think  every 
one  will  admit  that  they  are  recurring  liabilities. 
Tltey  are  such  liabilities  as  Crown  Lands  Depart- 
ment, Receivers  of  Land  Revenue,  Education, 
Surveys,  Interest  on  Provincial  Debts,  SubsidieB 
to  Road  Boards,  Interest  on  Railways,  Surveyor- 
Gbneral*s  Department,  Native  Land  Court,  Hos- 
pitals, Benevolent  and  Charitable  Institutions, 
and  Museums.  Which  is  it  of  these  that  is 
likely  to  pass  away  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  ? 
Which  of  these  liabilities  is  to  be  cast  upon  some- 
thing else  at  the  end  of  the  year  P  1  have  not 
heard  anything  that  leads  me  to  suppose  that  the 
land  revenue  is  to  be  relieved  of  these  Itabilitiea 
in  the  future.  If  not,  it  means  this :  either  that 
we  are  going  to  have  a  largely  increased  land 
revenue  in  future,  or  else  we  are  going  on  in  a 
system  of  reckless  borrowing  on  Treasury  bills 
year  after  year,  until  it  becomes  worth  our  while 
to  borrow  another  million  to  pay  them  off,  and 
then  start  again  on  the  same  bad  princifde.  If 
that  is  the  new  system  of  government,  then  it 
appears  to  me  a  fallacious  hope  that  this  colony 
will  progress,  that  ite  people  will  become  con- 
tented, or  that  there  will  be  any  real  advantage 
whatever  in  the  proposals  of  the  Gbyemment. 
I  do  most  earnestly  hope  that  the  promises  I 
heard  made  to-night  by  the  Minister  of  Justice 
will  be  laid  to  heart  by  Ministers  themselves  in 
a  very  different  way  from  anything  I  can  see  evi- 
denced in  any  proposals  they  have  yet  made  to 
the  House.  That  honorable  gentleman  asked  the 
Committee  to-night  to  join  with  the  Gbvemment 
in  endeavouring  to  effect  all  kinds  of  economy. 
But  I  tell  him  I  would  po  far  beyond  that.  If 
the  Government  will  join  us,  I  can  say  for  my- 
self, and  I  believe  for  many  honorable  members, 
that  we  shall  be  prepared  this  year  to  assist  them 
largely  in  cutting  down  these  proposals  for  ex- 
penditure. I  do  not  want  to  wait  for  a  future 
year,  until  we  have  got  deeper  into  the  mire 
before  we  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel.  I  say 
the  coach  of  State  is  now  in  so  dangerous  a  posi- 
tion that  it  Is  time  an  effort  should  be  made  by 
the  Government  and  this  Committee  to  extricate 
it  before  we  separate.  I  will  assist ;  and  I  trust 
the  Government,  having  made  such  promises  and 
admitted  the  necessity  for  such  efforts,  will  join 
with  any  one,  whether  he  be  a  supporter  of  theirs 
or  a  member  of  the  Opposition,  who  will  assist 
in  extricating  this  country  from  the  load  of  debt 
now  impending  over  it. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— The  honorable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down  made  some  remarks  upon 
the  probable  receipts  from  the  railways,  and  the 
assistance  to  the  Consolidated  Revenue  which 
those  in  course  of  construction  will  be  likely  to 
yield.  If  those  remarks  went  uncontradicted, 
they  might  do  some  harm  in  the  future.     At 
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%  Terj  modente  estimate,  the  Oonsolidated  Be- 
YMI1I0  will  receiTe  this  year,  when  all  proTincial 
Knee  are  taken  oyer  that  are  now  open  or  about 
to  be  opened,  aeaistance  to  the  extent  of  £180,000. 
Thai  does  not  inclade  aereral  lines  which  are 
now  in  eoarse  of  constniolion,  and  are  likely 
to  be  completed  and  open  for  trafBo  within 
ft  reasonable  time.  When  I  mention  the  names 
of  these  lines,  I  think  honorable  gentlemen 
from  the  parts  of  the  country  through  which  they 
ran  will  not  agre«  that  the  returns  nrom  them  are 
likdy  to  be  Tisionary.  There  is  the  whole  of  the 
fine  between  Timarn  and  Dunedin  under  con- 
stiuction,  and  a  great  portion  of  it  is  about  to 
be  eompleted  and  ready  for  opening.  Can  any 
honoimble  member  say  that  line  will  not  return  a 
▼ery  large  rerenue,  and  assistance  to  the  Consoli- 
dated B^nrenne  ?  I  maintain  that  it  will  return 
Tery  large  assistance,  and  in  proportion  probably 
quite  equal  to,  if  not  more  than,  the  other  lines 
open  in  the  South  at  present.  In  the  North 
Island,  also,  there  is  the  line  from  Napier  to  Wai- 
|mkuran.  The  traffic  on  that  line  is  very  largely 
increasing,  and  during  the  coming  year  it  is  cer- 
tain to  yi«ld  a  rery  oonsiderable  rerenue.  Al- 
tboagh  I  know  there  are  some  honorable  mem- 
bers who  doubt  the  fact,  I  do  not  myself  doubt 
that  the  line  from  Wellington  to  Wairarapa  will 
nodaoe  a  large  roTenue  as  soon  as  it  is  open. 
The  traffic  on  the  road  in' that  district  is  at  pre- 
Mnt  Tery  large ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  railway  is 
open,  it  must  enormously  increase.  Then  there 
ia  the  line  between  Wauganui  and  Manawatu. 
^nicre  is  already  a  rery  oonsiderable  traffic  in  that 
distnet,  and  it  is  increasing.  These  lines  really 
Dt  a  Tery  large  amount  of  the  capital 
I  is  appropriated,  and  which  is  not  retum- 
\  any  interest  at  all  at  present  on  the  outlay. 
they  are  open,  those  lines  will  tend  to 
xalieTe  and  assist  the  Consolidated  BcTcnue  Tery 
largely  in  the  future.  I  will  not  trouble  the 
Committee  with  any  further  remarks.  I  merely 
wished  not  to  allow  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Franklin  to  go  uncontradicted. 

Mr.  LUSK. — Do  I  understand  the  honorable 
snntleman  to  say  that  the  £130,000  which  the 
Consolidated  BcTonue  is  to  reoeiTe  this  year  from 
tho  railways  bas  not  already  been  taken  credit 
farP 

Mr.  RICHABDSON.— It  is  on  the  estimates. 
Mr.  LUSK. — Then  that  amount  is  already  put 
down.    Therefore  all  the  honorable  gentleman 
baa  mentioned  are  foture  benefits  to  arise  from 
lines  not  yet  completed. 

M^or  ATKINSON.—Lines  which  will,  I  may 
a^sin  say,  represent  about  half  the  capital  already 
expended.  There  are  at  present  only  lines  repre- 
•enting  about  £3,500,000  which  are  paying. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  honorable  member 
Ae  Minister  for  Public  Works  appealed  to  mem- 
bers from  the  South  with  regard  to  the  probabili- 
ties of  the  railways  there  paying.  I  must  say, 
with  regard  to  what  fell  from  the  previous 
speaker,  that  there  are  railways  and  railways. 
With  respect  to  those  in  the  South  there  is  every 
leasuii  to  be  hopeful.  I  should  like,  without 
weaiying  the  Committee,  to  give  them  one  or  two 
«f  toe  moat  recent  resultB  showing  the  adrance 


which  railways  in  Canterbury  haTc  made.  In 
the  twelTe  months  ending  3 1st  March,  1875,  the 
exoess  of  earnings  over  expenditure  on  the  lines 
then  open  was  £19,641,  and  the  working  ex- 
penses were  84  per  cent,  of  the  earnings.  In  the 
next  year  the  exoess  of  earnings  over  expenditure 
was  £61,000,  and  the  working  expenses  were 
reduced,  as  the  lines  wsre  extended,  to  67  per  cent, 
of  the  earnings. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY.— Rates. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  am  quite  aware  t^t 
the  rates  were  increased,  but  still  the  result  shows 
that  the  railways  are  developing  the  country  in  a 
manner  which  certainly  exceeds  the  expectations 
most  men  had  formed  of  them.  I  must  say  that 
the  earnings  of  the  first  year  (1875),  £126,000, 
and  of  £185,000  in  the  next  year,  are  results 
which  must  be  regarded  as  highly  satisfactory. 
The  only  point  which  does  seem  unsatisfactory  to 
me  is,  that,  when  the  scheme  was  first  instituted, 
the  permanent  way  was  not  so  strong  as  it  should 
have  been,  and  that  a  large  expenditure  will  be 
requisite  to  renew  it.  In  connection  with  this 
railway  question,  I  am  certain  that  constant 
appeals  will  be  made  to  this  House  for  further 
accommodation.  People  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  improved  means  of  transit  that  has  been  pro- 
vided for  them,  and  they  never  will  be  satisfied. 
Constant  claims  will  be  made,  and  the  necessity 
of  meeting  these  claims  will  militate  against  the 
payable  nature  of  these  railways  in  a  way  that 
would  not  be  the  case  if  they  were  in  the  hands 
of  private  companies :  not  that  I  advocate  putting 
the  railways  into  the  hands  of  private  companies. 
I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the  Committee  with 
any  observations  upon  financial  questions,  as  they 
have  been  ablv  dealt  with  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa,  the  honorable  member  for 
Christcburch  (Mr.  Stevens),  and  other  honorable 
members ;  but  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  we  are  in  difficult  times.  The  fall  in 
wool,  and  the  necessary  cessation  of  a  large 
public  expenditure,  are  bringing  about  results 
which  we  shall  have  to  face,  so  that  there 
is  very  little  good  in  spending  our  time  in 
regrets.  What  we  should  do  at  this  stage  of  the 
session  is  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  question 
of  administration,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
first  point  we  should  direct  our  attention  to  in 
connection  with  the  administration  is  one  which, 
to  my  mind,  has  prevented  the  work  of  the  ses- 
sion being  gone  on  with  satisfactorily.  There  is  a 
feeling  in  the  minds  of  honorable  members  that 
we  ought  to  know  who  are  to  be  the  administra- 
tors, and  the  want  of  that  knowledge  has  been 
the  great  drawback  of  the  present  session.  When 
Ministers  tell  us  that  there  are  to  be  considerable 
changes  in  the  Government,  the  House  is  en- 
titled, before  the  session  closes,  to  know  who  are 
to  be  its  Administrators.  Administration,  to  my 
mind,  is  above  everything  else.  Our  efforts  at 
Constitution-making  have  not  been  successful,  and, 
as  I  said  on  a  previous  occasion,  the  Constitutional 
Bills  that  have  been  brought  down  are  really 
summed  up  in  the  205th  clause  of  the  Counties 
Bill,  which  says  that  the  Governor  shall  have 
power  to  make  laws  and  declare  what  is  to  be 
done  during  the  recess ;  and  it  is  for  that  speoial 
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reason  that  I  attaoh  wo  modi  importaiioe  to  tha 

Suestion  as  to  who  are  to  be  oar  Adminiatraton 
uring  the  reoeea.  The  neoeeaity  for  thU  infor- 
mation is  Teiy  etrongly  shown  by  tbe  manner  in 
which  a  Tery  important  decision  of  this  House 
has  to-day  been  treated  in  another  place.  A  few 
days  ago  we  decided,  in  the  pnbiio  interest, 
that  we  oould  no  longer  set  aside  the  sum  of 
£10,000  a  year  for  the  maintenance  of  a  State 
Forests  Department,  and  we  find  that  not  only  did 
Miiiiftters  in  this  House  rote  on  different  sides  on 
the  motion  for  the  repeal  of  that  Bill,  but,  when  it 
went  before  the  other  branoh  of  the  Legislatare 
tlie  proposal  that  a  Minister  brought  down  here 
for  the  destruction  of  the  department*  and  for 
bi  inging  the  £10,000  a  jmx  to  account  for  other 
purposes,  was  Toted  agamst  by  another  Minister 
in  that  Chamber.  Such  things  are  Tery  serious 
at  a  time  like  the  preeent,  when  administration  is 
of  so  much  importance  as  it  undoubtedly  is.  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject  of 
retrenchment,  a  subject  which  will,  no  doubt, 
occupy  a  good  deal  of  time  during  the  passage  of 
the  estimates.  I  feel  as  strongly  as  any  honor- 
able member  can  that  retrenchment  is  necessary, 
but  I  hope  that  in  determining  upon  retrench- 
ment we  shall  be  just  in  the  manner  of  carrying 
out  our  yiews.  The  expenditure  of  the  oountiy 
is  divided  under  two  heads — ^the  ordinary  expen- 
diture and  the  extraordinaiy  expenditure,  which 
oomes  out  of  loan  and  is  deroted  to  public  works, 
harbours,  &c.  With  regard  to  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditure, I  may  point  out  that  when  we  come 
to  examine  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the 
different  departments,  it  will  be  found  that  many 
of  them  are  self-supporting.  Take  the  Rcffistra- 
tion  of  Lands  and  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  for 
instance :  it  will  be  found  that  not  only  are  they 
•elf-supporting,  but  that  they  actually  return  a 
rarenue  to  the  Qoremment — that,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Gbremment  is  making  money  out  of 
the  labour  of  its  officers.  Then,  if  we  take 
the  Telegraph  Department,  the  extension  of 
which  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  most  satisfactory 
CTidences  of  the  progress  of  a  ^oung  country, 
it  will  be  found  that  it  is  paying  its  way — that  is, 
if  we  cut  off  the  expenditure  that  is  forced  upon 
the  Gorernment  for  the  construction  of  new 
buildings  and  the  extension  of  lines.  I  do  not 
think  the  oountry  would  be  doing  right  if  it  did 
not  extend  the  operations  of  that  department.  If 
we  want  to  economise  in  the  departments,  do  not 
let  us  do  it  by  cutting  off  £10  or  £20  here  and 
there  from  the  salaries  of  officers,  but  let  us 
deprive  ouMeWes  of  luxuries  which  we  hare  no 
right  to  hare  in  the  present  state  of  the  country. 
Do  not  let  us  act  cruelly  to  officers  of  depart- 
ments when  there  are  other  means  of  retrench- 
ment if  we  cboose  to  avail  ourselres  of  them.  I 
regret  to  say,  and  eyery  honorable  member  must 
recognize  it  to  be  a&ot,  that,  wheneyer  an  attempt 
is  made  to  cut  off  a  single  luxury,  the  whole 
House  is  up  to  defend  expenditure  of  that 
kind.  I,  as  an  old  member  of  the  Civil  Service, 
probably  feel  very  strongly  on  this  subject,  and 
may  be  thought  to  be  partial ;  but  when  the  House 
comes  to  think  of  the  administration  of  some- 
thing lik»  £4^000«000  of  money,  for  that  if  what 


ITew  Zealand  has  now  to  adminiater  annually,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  worse  economy  than  to  cut 
down  salaries  and  create  discontent  amongst 
officers  who  have  to  deal  with  such  laige  sums  of 
money.  I  believe  that  the  service  is  composed  of 
men  who  are  zealous  and  earnest  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  work ;  but  human  nature  is  human 
nature,  and  if  their  salaries  are  cut  down  you 
will  not  get  the  same  amount  of  work  out  of  them. 
£500  may  be  cut  off  here  and  there,  but  it  will 
result  in  a  loss  of  ten  times  the  amount  during  the 
year.  Then,  as  to  the  extraordinary  expendUnre, 
there  is  a  point  in  connection  with  the  loans 
which  requires  to  be  grappled  with  by  Mimsten. 
First  of  all,  the  manner  in  which  the  money  has 
been  raised  and  afterwards  appropriated  is,  no 
doubt,  exceedingly  mischievous,  and  I  believe  the 
proposal  of  the  Gbvemment  to  curtail  the  bor- 
rowing during  the  present  year  will  be  followed 
up  by  proposals  that  will  place  the  whole  bor- 
rowing system  on  a  better  footing.  I  have  before 
stated  my  opinion  that  the  sooner  we  oome  to  an 
arrangement  by  which  there  shall  be  a  power  to 
appeiu  in  respect  to  public  works  expenditure, 
and  in  respect  to  the  raising  of  loans,  the  better. 
At  Home  a  branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
is  known  as  the  Board  of  Works  and  Loan  Com- 
missioners, distributes  the  works  when  it  has 
satisfied  itself  that  the  loans  will  be  properly  ex- 

Cded  ;  and  I  am  confident  that  we  shall  never 
e  a  political  body  in  this  House  which  will  be 
capable  of  determining  what  expenditure  is  re- 
munerative and  what  is  not.  My  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  Akaroa,  when  he  alluded 
to  the  public  and  private  borrowing,  and  the 
sums  raised  by  Mumcipalities  and  other  bodies, 
did  not  allude  to  the  proposals  of  this  year  which 
seem  to  me  to  be  the  most  serious  of  all.  I  refer 
to  the  proposals  under  the  head  of  Harbours, 
which  will  amount  to  considerably  over  a  million 
of  money,  besides  the  endowments  in  land.  The 
Commissioner  of  Customs  proposed  to  lay  a  re- 
turn on  the  table  which  would  show  the  total 
amount  to  be  raised.  He  has  not  done  so,  but 
in  round  numbers  I  believe  the  amount  will  be 
something  like  a  million  and  a  half  of  money 
for  the  purposes  of  these  harbours,  and  this  money 
is  to  be  handed  over  to  the  different  Harbour 
Boards  throughout  the  oountry  to  be  expended 
without,  as  yet,  any  general  control  such  as  ought 
to  be  inserted  in  a  borrowing  Bill.  I  wish  to  say 
in  connection  with  these  harbours,  that  I  think 
they  are,  more  than  anything  else,  purely  colonial 
works.  There  is  no  one  point  of  policy  which 
will  tend  to  raise  the  status  of  New  Zealand 
among  the  colonies  of  this  hemisphere  more  than 
the  creation  of  free  ports ;  and  what  are  we  doing  ? 
We  are  creating  a  large  number  of  bodies  which 
will  render  such  a  pcuicy  impossible.  They  will 
fix  a  different  scale  of  charges  in  each  port,  which 
will  be  most  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  the 
colony.  Even  now  we  have  a  Harbour  Board 
issuing  regulations  and  pilot  directions  as  if  they 
were  the  Harbour  Board  of  New  Zealand  ;  and 
such  a  state  of  things  cannot  but  lead  to  very 
great  difficulty  in  the  future.  I  have  been  one 
who — when  money  was  going  freely,  and,  as  I 
thought,  a  ooone  of  aztraTagaooe  had  been  en- 
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fend  Qfxm — ruMd  mj  roioe  most  stronglr  in 
faToar  of  prudence  and  eoonomy,  and  I  shall  not 
now,  wfacoi  the  time  bae  come  when  I  belieTe 
mwerj  member  of  this  Hoose  will  have  to  gire  his 
attention  and  oontribute  what  he  can  from  his 
knowledge  towards  the  administration  of  this 
eoanti7,  raiee  the  Toioe  of  oomplaint.  I  shall  not 
be  one  of  those  who  take  a  doleiol  and  gloomy  view 
of  thinp.  I  beliOTe,  with  one  of  the  last  speakers, 
that  this  is  a  time  when  we  should  put  our 
•booldert  to  the  wheel  so  as  to  get  things  put 
into  proper  form.  I  do  not  think  they  are  in 
proper  lorm  at  present,  and  I  disagree  in  point  of 
poliey  with  the  Gbremment  in  respect  to  the 
borrowing  powers  they  propose  to  gire  to  Har- 
bour Botfds,  and  to  Counties,  and  also  as  to  the 
dislfibution  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  to  those 
bodiee  generally.  Having  a  common  nurse  with 
tbe  colonr  always  seemed  to  me  one  of  the  great 
erib  of  ProTinoialism,  and  I  do  not  see  that  the 
propoeab  of  the  OoTemment  do  away  with  the 
•▼ila  of  FtoTinoialianL  They  will  be  creating  a 
number  of  hungry  bodies,  which  will  come  up 
to  this  House  to  he  sadsfled,  and  will  create  just 
ae  great  a  damoor  as  was  erer  created  by  the 
Plorindal  Gh>Temments. 

Tke  CHAIBMAN.—Does  Sir  Oeorge  Grey 
wish  to  press  the  motion  for  reporting  progress  ? 

Sir  Gh.  GBET.— I  desire  to  press  the  motion. 

If^r  ATKINSON.— I  trust  that  the  Com- 
nittoe  will  not  agree  to  report  progress,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  get  through  the  business.  We  have 
had  a  Bnancial  discussion  so  far ;  and,  if  honorable 
cmtiemen  wish  to  discuss  the  flnanoes  further,  I 
hope  they  will  take  this  opportunity  and  discuss 
them  thoroughly,  and  then  let  us  proceed  to 
ncoeaaaiy  business.  I  hope  a  good  deal  will  be 
done  to-night  before  we  part. 

Sir  a.  G&BY.— I  hope  the  Committee  will 
agree  to  the  motion.  The  reason  I  gire  for  it  is 
this  :  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  more  a  resolu- 
tion in  the  House.  I  objected  rery  much  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply  being  gone  into  until  this 
discussion  had  taken  place,  and  I  asked  that  the 
diacosaion  mi|(bt  be  taten  whilst  the  Speaker  was 
in  the  chair,  m  the  same  manner  in  which  it  was 
taken  last  rear.  If  that  had  been  done  I  could 
hare  mored  a  resolution.  My  object  in  pressing 
the  matter  is  that  I  desire  to  more  a  resolution, 
UieSpeaker  being  in  the  chair.  It  is  my  own  be- 
lief, aiod  the  belief  of  many  who  think  with  me, 
that  the  estimates  are  capable  of  being  reduced 
by  £100,000,  and  I  belieye,  further,  that  it  would 
be  possible  to  make  an  arrangement  by  which  the 
paymant  of  sinking  fund  oomd  in  a  great  degree 
De  done  awaT  witn.  We  think  that  these  two 
matters  would  result  in  a  yearly  saying  of 
£200,000,  which  would  at  once  reliere  the  cdony 
from  the  diiBculties  in  which  it  is.  I  think  that, 
baring  agreed  that  the  Speaker  should  leaye  the 
chair  in  OTder  that  a  discussion  should  be  taken 
ia  Committee,  I  am  now  entitled  to  get  the 
Speaker  into  the  chair  again,  in  order  that  I  may 
haye  a  right  to  moTO  a  resolution,  which  I  could 
have  done  if  the  discussion  had  been  allowed  to 
take  place  in  the  House  as  it  did  last  year. 
Therefore  I  must  press  my  amendment. 

liajor  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  member 


can  moTe  such  a  resolution  as  that  at  any  time 
— the  Committee,  howeyer,  must  consider  what  it 
means.  The  Goyemment  have  reduced  the  esti- 
mates as  far  as  th^  can  see  their  way  to  do  it 
prudently,  but  the  Goremment  are  not  prepared 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  country  if  tbey 
are  ordered  to  further  reduce  the  estimates  by 
£100,000.  Of  oourse,  the  Committee  will  under- 
stand that.  I  will  giye  place  to  no  man  in  my 
endeayour  to  reduce  the  estimates  within  proper 
limits ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  so  unreason- 
ably. The  honorable  member  has  giren  no  con- 
sideration whateyer  to  the  matter.  He  is  abso- 
lutely ignorant  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  of 
the  estimates,  of  the  working  of  the  departments, 
and  of  the  revenue  of  the  country.  He  has  shown 
that  he  is  so,  in  ereiy  discussion  in  which  he  has 
spoken  upon  the  finances,  both  this  session  and 
last  session.  Therefore,  I  say,  let  us  come  to  a 
conclusion  at  once,  and  let  the  Committee  under- 
stand the  position  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
and  the  position  of  the  Goyemment. 

Mr.  UBSS.  —  The  eminently  characteristio 
speech  the  Premier  has  just  xnade — character- 
istic both  of  his  good  temper  and  of  his  good 
judgment,  as  well  as  of  the  justice  which  he 
deals  out  to  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames — was  only  of  a  piece  with  the  finances 
which  he  had  giyen  to  the  country,  and  the 
position  which  he  and  his  friends  on  the  Minis- 
terial benches  haye  brought  the  country  into. 
From  himself  down  to  the  Ministerial  ranks,  to 
the  Ministerial  supporters,  there  is  no  single 
person  who  dares  to  hide  from  himself  the  fact, 
that  the  country  has,  through  foreseen  or  unfore- 
seen contingencies,  been  brought  into  a  perilous 
position.  We  haye  all,  supporters  of  the  Ministry 
and  members  of  the  Opposition,  a  great  deal  of 
hope  for  the  future  of^the  country  and  a  great 
deal  of  belief  in  its  resources.  It  is  no  excuse 
for  the  honorable  members,  who  haye  brought 
the  country  into  this  condition,  to  say  that  the 
country  is  wealthy,  when  they  are  accused  of 
having  squandered  its  wealth.  It  is  of  no  use 
to  say  that  the  body-politic  is  able  to  bear  a 
great  strain,  as  an  excuse  for  haying  placed  an 
unprecedented  strain  upon  it  when  it  was  not 
necessary  to  do  so.  The  honorable  member  for 
Christohuroh  City,  Mr.  Steyens,  who  spoke  in 
an  utterly  dispassionate  manner  —  in  a  manner 
which  could  not,  by  any  process  of  reasoning,  be 
inferred  to  show  the  slightest  animus  one  way  or 
another — said  that  no  man  in  his  reason  could 
blind  himself  to  the  fisct  that  the  oounti^  was 
in  a  critical  position  in  its  monetary  affairs — of 
course  he  was  not  speaking  of  the  constitutional 

Siestion  at  all — one  which  might  well  cause 
arm  and  raise  grieyous  apprehensions  eyen  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  baa  the  greatest  trust 
in  the  resources  of  the  country.  Then  the 
honorable  member  for  Ayon,  certainly  not  a 
gentleman  who  would  be  likely  heedlessly  to  at- 
tempt in  any  way  whateyer  to  harass  the  Ministry, 
or  to  draw  a  gloomy  yiew  of  our  present  or 
future  financial  position,  goes  further  than  the 
honorable  member  for  Cbristchurch.  The  honor* 
able  member  for  Franklin  (Mr.  Lusk)  also  did 
so.    Indeed,  the  more  diapaasionato  honorablo 
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memben  seemed  to  be,  and  the  less  influenced 
by  any  possible  feeling  of  faction  or  of  party,  the 
stronger  were  the  arguments  they  used,  so  it 
appeared  to  me,  at  to  the  critical  position  in 
which  the  colony  now  is,  and  as  to  the  danger 
or  dangers  which  loom  ahead.  It  will  require  a 
great  deal  of  skill,  forethought,  and  patriotic 
feeling,  as  well  as  good  sense  and  good  Judgment, 
to  enable  us  to  meet  those  dangers.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Christchurch  said  the  Ministry 
were  desernng  of  our  sympathy.  I  do  not 
understand  yintX  the  honorable  member  meant 
by  that.  Sympathy!  For  what?  Sympathy 
because  thev  hare  been  called  upon  to  suffer? 
They  have  been  called  upon  to  suffer  nothing. 
Sympathy  because  they  haTe  been  compelled  to 
take  a  course  which  they  were  not  inclined  to 
take?  They  have  not  bisen  compelled  to  take 
any  course.  Sympathy  because  for  years  they 
hare  lorded  it  oTer  the  House  by  virtue  of  their 
majority,  have  lorded  it  over  a  minority  which 
may  represent  a  muority  of  the  people  P  Sy  mpathT 
for  that !  Sympathy  because  they  have  been  al- 
lowed to  borrow  to  an  extent  unknown  before  in 
proportion  to  the  means  and  population  of  the 
country?  Sympathy  because  they  have  been 
enablea  to  dispense  millions  of  money  without 
any  check  ?  Do  they  claim  sympathy  for  this  P 
If  it  be  because  they  have  had  a  career  of  un- 
trammelled prosperity,  and  because  they  hare 
been  placed  m  a  more  powerful  position  than  I 
believe  any  other  Ministry  erer  was  placed  in  any 
of  the  British  colonies — if  that  is  cause  for  sym- 
pathy, then  the  sympathies  of  the  House  and  the 
country  ought  to  be  given  with  no  ordinary  mea- 
sure to  the  honorable  members  who  occupy  the 
position  of  Ministers.  If  those  honorable  gentle- 
men had  to  endure  a  time  of  adversity,  and  had 
been  called  upon,  as  men  were  called  upon  seven 
or  eight  years  ago,  to  face  a  decreasing  revenue, 
and  not  by  external  aid,  by  the  aid  of  borrowed 
money,  to  build  up  a  fictitious  prosperity  in  the 
oountry  $  if  they  had  been  called  upon  to  face  a 
great  monetary  crisis,  to  face  a  time  of  great 
depression;  if  they  had  been  called  upon  to 
suffer  in  this  way,  and  to  see  a  country 
naturally  looking  to  them  to  rescue  it  from 
depression,  whilst  they,  with  vigorous  minds 
and  patriotic  hearts,  were  doing  what  they 
could,  honorable  members  might  well  have 
accorded  sympathy  to  them.  Bat  for  the 
truculent  air  with  which  they  speak  to  honorable 
members  who  differ  from  them,  for  laughing  at 
honorable  gentlemen  who  seek  to  point  out  de- 
fects in  their  proposals  and  in  their  financial 
measures,  they  cannot  daim  any  sympathy  what- 
ever. Their  suffering  will  come  soon  enough. 
When  these  moneys  are  done,  and  when  they  can 
by  no  possibility  float  numerous  Treasury  bills  to 
cover  deficiencies  in  receipts  and  under-estimates 
of  expenditure,  when  the  borrowing  of  money  is 
at  an  end,  when  the  public  works  are  finished, 
and  they  have  to  face  an  angry  people  both  in  the 
lYorth  and  in  the  South,  as  they  will  have  to  do 
before  very  long,  then  they  will  have  some  call 
for  sympathy ;  but,  like  Owen  Glendower  calline 
spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,  they  may  call,  and 
call  in  vain.    Will  the  sympathy  come?     Sir, 


the  financial  propositions  laid  down  by  the 
Premier  are  not  founded  upon  just  grounds,  or 
upon  just  expectations.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  (Mr.  Stevens)  Very  well 
put  it  to-night  that  there  will  be  a  falling  off  in 
the  revenue  this  year.  No  one  can  nave  a 
doubt  of  it.  Of  course  it  will  follow  upon  the 
falling  off  of  the  expenditure  upon  public 
works,  which  naturally  gave  a  lai^  produo- 
ing  power  to  the  people  for  the  time  being — 
gave  an  artificial  prcdudng  power  and  an  artificial 
spending  power  to  the  people,  who  received  more 
or  less  some  cash  from  the  Gk>vemment  works 
going  on  and  from  the  money  spent,  which  other- 
wise would  not  have  been  spent.  When  the 
ffolden  sands  of  the  stream  of  Pactolus  cease  to 
flow  we  shall  see  a  falling  revenue,  for  what  has 
been  done  hitherto  will  no  longer  be  done ;  the 
gulf  will  be  so  great  between  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  that  even  Ministers  themselves  will 
be  afraid  to  ask  permission  to  float  so  many  Trea- 
sury bills,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  bridee  it 
over.  The  estimates  we  have  had  submitted  to 
us  do  not  touch  at  all  the  new  expenditure  that 
is  coming  upon  the  oountry.  I  may  observe  that 
I  hope  the  Premier  will  remember,  in  dealing 
with  honorable  members,  not  to  speak  as  he  spoke 
just  now  to  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 
It  does  not  seem  to  mo  to  accord  with  political 
decency  at  any  rate,  nor  with  the  courtesy  with 
which  the  Premier  of  a  Government,  and  the 
leader  of  this  House,  should  speak  to  another 
honorable  member  soperior  to  himself  in  regard  to 
patriotic  feeling,  intellectual  power,  educaUon,  or 
position.  I  say  I  hope  he  will  give  up  using  such 
a  tone.  If  he  will  tr^  to  think  of  it,  I  am 
sure  he  will  see  how  lU  it  becomes  him,  and 
with  what  very  bad  grace  it  sits  upon  him 
as  leader  of  this  House,  to  attempt  either  to 
take  up  such  a  position  or  to  assume  such 
an  air  as  he  did  a  few  minutes  ago  in  speak- 
ing of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 
The  Government  has  not,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
led  the  House  to  expect,  or  provided  for,  any  Ahxx 
estimates  of  a  great  amount  of  cost-,  which  must 
neoessarily  fall  upon  the  revenues  of  the  country. 
Does  the  honorable  gentleman  think  that  these 
sixty-three  County  Councils  are  goine  to  be  called 
into  existence  without  the  expenditure  of  any 
money  ?  Have  they  made  any  provision  for  that  P 
Who  will  pay  for  all  the  work  that  will  have  to 
be  done  P  The  Government  themselves  will  have 
to  do  an  enormous  amount  of  extra  work ;  they 
will  have  to  employ  extra  hands  for  that  and  pay 
them.  It  will,  I  suppose,  require  £1,000  each 
before  these  County  Councils  are  fairly  started 
into  existence.  Why,  the  very  elections  them- 
selves will  cost  a  large  amount  of  money.  They 
must  have  offices  for  the  County  Chairman,  for 
the  County  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  and  for  the 
Council  to  meet  in.  Where  are  they  going  to  get 
them  P  They  will  not  spring  up  or  grow ;  they 
must  be  built,  or  purchased,  or  obtained  in  some 
way.  That  will  cost  money.  Why,  the  very 
fiumiture  for  these  offices,  the  very  books, 
the  seals  for  the  counties — everything  will  have 
to  be  paid  for.  There  is  not  a  penny  down 
in  the  estimates  for  these  things.    1  undertake 
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to  Mj  tbftt  before  the  Mxty-tliree  County  Coun- 
cUb  come  fiiirlj  into  existence  —  before  thej 
commence  their  work— the  expenditure,  with 
the  eaUmee  that  will  have  to  be  paid,  will 
amomit  ap  to  nearlj  £1,000  for  each  Council. 
Well,  there  is  no  provision  for  this.  If  it  is  to 
oome  out  of  the  county  rates  it  will  be  more  than 
the  whole  rates  of  the  counties  will  be  in  a  year. 
If  they  are  going  to  rate  the  people,  the  fanners 
and  the  property-holders,  simply  to  pay  these 
things,  I  should  like  to  know  with  what  favour 
this  scheme  will  be  reoeived.  The  people  then 
will  say  that  indeed  they  have  changed  King 
Log  for  King  Stork— that,  whereas  the  old  Pro- 
vincial Councils  as  Log  did  not  represent  them  in 
the  outlying  districts,  the  new  County  Councils 
^U  be  the  Stork  that  will  swallow  them  up. 
These  honorable  gentlemen  not  only  boast  by 
inferenos — but  they  do  it  openly,  and  one  would 
think  their  trumpeter  was  dead,  and  that 
they  had  the  necessity  of  putting  the  trumpet  to 
their  own  lips  and  blowing  their  own  praises.  It 
■eems  that,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
honorable  gentlemen  who  are  very  much  attached 
to  them,  they  cannot  find  anybocly  to  speak  well 
of  them  but  themselves.  Therefore  I  think  it 
will  be  wise  for  the  Premier  when  he  speaks 
again  to  any  member  of  this  House — whether  it 
be  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  or  not 
— ^to  remember  that,  and  not  cast  such  accusations 
■a  he  did — that  every  speech  the  honorable  mem- 
ber makes,  every  remark  he  makes,  and  every 
effort  he  makes  in  this  House  shows  his  ignorance 
of  this,  and  his  ignorance  of  that,  and  his  ignorance 
of  the  other.  We  might  almost  imagine  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  looking  in  the  looking- 
glass  when  he  made  such  statements.  And  this 
IS  statesmanship  ?  When  the  country  is  running 
bead  over  heels  in  debt,  the  people  running  head 
over  heels  in  confusion,  the  Constitution  pulled 
down,  and  lying  scattered  about  in  ruins,  nothing 
inserted,  nothing  done,  a  session  sitting  four 
months  ;  and  now,  when  we  have  just  begun  the 
estimates,  when  the  Counties  Bill,  in  a  mutilated 
form,  has  been  passed  through — a  Bill  which 
Tvally  does  not  affect  the  local  self-government  of 
the  people  in  the  slightest  degree — the  Premier 
tmkes  it  upon  himself  to  tell  other  honorable 
members  that  they  do  not  know  anything  about 
it,  and  that  every  discussion  shows  their  ignor- 
ance. The  assumption  of  wisdom  is  good  no 
doubt  veiy  often ;  but  I  think  it  is  very  ill- 
plaoed  on  snch  an  occasion  as  this.  The  sugges- 
tion that  was  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Christcharch,  Mr.  Stevens,  in  relation  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  is  not,  to  my  mind,  so  difficult  a 
matter  as  that  honorable  gentlemen  seemed  to 
consider  it.  The  Sinking  Fund,  after  all,  is  only  a 
statutory  assurance  for  the  provision  of  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  money  borrowed  by  this  country 
within  certain  timee ;  and  I  hate  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that,  without  any  breach  of  faith  whatever, 
toppodng  the  interest  upon  the  money  were  paid, 
the  sinking  funds  could  be  let  fall  altogether. 
The  Hon.  the  Premier  now  laughs.  It  is  re- 
freshing sometimes  to  hear  him  laugh.  It  is 
refreshing  in  this  way :  that,  whenever  the  honor- 
able gentleman  langhs,    the    members   of   this 
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House  always  know  that  he  is  not  at  all  prepared 
with  an  argument.  When  he  is  prepared  with 
an  argument,  or  even  when  he  is  prepared  with  a 
species  of  political  truculence,  he  assumes  a  pecu- 
liar style;  but  when  he  cannot  use  either  one 
or  the  other,  the  honorable  gentleman  laughs. 
So  that  it  is,  to  my  mind,  a  very  assuring 
sign  when  that  honorable  gentleman's  features 
are  pleasantly  convulsed.  We  have  not  seen  so 
much  of  it  lately  as  we  did  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session — I  will  say  that  for  the  honorable 
gentleman ;  but  it  is  always  reassuring  to  any- 
body who  is  urging  an  argument.  I  say  that  the 
same  law  which  made  the  Sinking  Fund  can  un- 
make it.  Exactly  in  the  same  war  as  if  an  income 
tax  were  placed  by  this  House  or  by  the  Assem- 
bly— for  we  have  got  too  much  into  the  habit  of 
thinking  this  House  everything — on  all  incomes, 
it  would  take  off  a  certain  portion  or  percentage 
that  we  pay  for  the  interest  on  our  loans.  Now, 
that  would  be  exactly  as  great  a  breach  of  faith 
against  the  persons  who,  outside  this  country  or 
within  it,  receive  money  as  the  interest  on  the 
money  which  they  have  lent  to  this  country,  as 
the  doing  away  with  the  Sinking  Fund  would  be. 
In  fact,  it  would  be  a  greater  breach  of  faith  in 
this  sense  :  that  it  would  immediately  affect  the 
people  by  taking  so  much  money  out  of  their 
pockets,  by  reducing  the  rate  of  interest  which  they 
received  from  5  per  cent,  to  4J  per  cent.,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort.  Whereas,  on  the  other  band, 
the  doing  away  with  the  Sinking  Fund — which, 
after  all,  is  only  a  statutory  assurance  for  the  re- 
payment of  money  after  a  certain  fixed  time— and 
providing  other  means  ior  it,  would  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  either  diminish  the  value  of  the 
debentures,  or  make  them  in  the  slightest  degree 
less  safe.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  myself,  but 
I  think  the  Treasurer,  if  he  is  aske^,  will  assure 
this  Committee  that  the  debentures  on  which 
the  Sinking  Fund  accrues  have  no  further 
value  in  the  market  than  the  debentures 
bearing  the  same  interest  on  which  there 
are  no  sinking  funds.  If  that  be  the  case 
how  can  it  possibly  damage  them  ?  There  can  bo 
no  reason  if,  as  I  believe  is  the  actual  fact,  the 
5  per  cent,  debentures  on  which  there  are  sinking 
funds  are  of  exactly  the  same  value  as  the  5  per 
cent,  debentures  ou  which  there  are  no  sinking 
funds.  That  is  a  most  important  item,  inasmuch 
as  the  Sinking  Fund  itself  is  £110,000  a  year,  and 
the  money  which  is  paid  for  interest  on  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  on  our  own  securities  is  another  £70,000 
or  £80,000  a  year.  That  represents  a  sum  of 
£182,000  a  year,  which  would  -have  covered  last 
year  a  great  portion  of  the  deficiency  which  was 
seen  in  the  revenue.  Well  then,  the  necessity 
arises  for  retrenchment  in  some  form  or  another. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  the  Premier  to  say  the 
Government  will  not  be  forced  into  retrenchment ; 
if  the  majority  of  the  House  like 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  never  said  so  at  all. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  understood  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  say  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Quite  the  reverse. 

Mr.  BEES.— I  would  like  to  know  what  the 
honorable  member  did  say  ? 

Miyor  ATKINSON.— I  said  I  was  not  prepared 
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to  agree  that  £100,000  sboiild  be  taken  off  these 
estimates  without  consideration  ;  that  I  was  pre- 
pared to  reduce  them  to  the  utmost  limits  con- 
sistent with  the  efficiency  of  the  serrioe,  and  tliat 
the  House  most  trust  me  to  do  that  if  they  de- 
sized  that  the  public  service  should  be  carried  on 
properly ;  but  that  I  could  not  undertake  to 
accept  a  reduction  of  £100,000  without  due  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  BSES.— I  should  like  to  know  if  that  was 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  saidP  (Hear, 
hear.)  Well,  who  asked  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  do  that  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames. 

Mr.  IlB£S.-<Not  at  all.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  did  nothing  of  the  sort.  He 
nerer  asked  the  honorable  gentleman  to  strike  off 
without  consideration.  I  am  astonished  to  hear 
the  honorable  gentleman  say  that  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  eTcr  asked  him  to  strike 
off  a*  penny  without  conaideration.  What  he 
wanted  was,  that  the  GoTemment  should  pay 
some  little  consideration  to  these  things.  That  is 
what  he  wanted,  and  he  said  that  with  due  con- 
sideration— especially  if  they  called  to  their  aid 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti,  the  new 
light  on  finance — the  honoimble  gentleman  did 
not  apply  the  remark  about  the  Oommissioner  of 
Oustoms:  that  was  my  interpolation — with  due 
consideration,  he  belieted,  £100,000  oould  be 
struck  off. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Do  it. 

Mr.  KEES. — I  am  amused  at  the  innocence  of 
the  honorable  member  who  comes  from  Blueskin. 
**  Do  it,"  he  says.  Will  the  honorable  eentleman 
support  himP  There  is  no  "Hear,  near,"  to 
that. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.  — I  will  support  him  in 
reducing  the  estimates.  The  estimates  are  now 
before  us,  and  it  is  for  the  Committee  to  reduce 
them  as  they  think  proper.  Generally,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  support  any  honorable  member  who  goes 
in  for  striking  off  unnecessary  serTieee. 

Mr.  BEES.-— When  tlie  Tery  first  item  was 
proposed  to  be  reduced  last  ni^ht,  the  honorable 

gmtleman  got  up  and  was  going  to  read  about 
rty  pages  out  of  a  book  in  support  of  the  item. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— That  was  for  a  necesssary 
service. 

Mr.  BEES. — ^I  do  not  sa^  it  was  not  for  a  ne- 
cessary service.  All  I  say  is,  that  the  fact  re- 
mains, and  I  will  be  bound  the  honorable  gentle- 
man will  do  the  same  in  reference  to  everything 
and  say  it  is  a  necessary  service.  And  yet  the 
honorable  gentleman,  with  a  sort  of  stentorian 
"  Hear,  hear,"  when  anything  is  said  about  Minis- 
ters and  reductions,  says,  "  Tliere  are  the  esti- 
mates ;  let  them  bo  reduced."  Why,  if  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  say  they  are  to  be  reduced 
they  will  be  reduced.    But  who  are  the  proper 

girsons  to  reduce  them  and  bring  them  to  the 
ouse  in  a  proper  manner  P  Is  the  burden  to  be 
cast  upon  the  House  P  Not  at  all.  It  is  the 
Ministry  who  are  responsible  fi}r  the  estimates. 
What  are  the  Ministers  for  ?  Honorable  members 
seem  to  haye  forgotten  altogether  the  functions  of 
the  Ministers.    The  MinisteM  themselves  aeem  to 


have  forgotten  what  are  the  functions  of  Minis- 
ters, ^ey  come  here  and  say,  "  If  the  House 
likes  to  do  this,"  and  ''  If  the  House  likes  to  do 
that ;"  *'  If  the  Committee  likes  to  do  this,"  and 
"  If  the  Committee  likes  to  do  tliat."  That  is 
not  the  function  of  Ministers.  Ministers  should 
bring  down  their  estimates  to  the  House  and  sw, 
"Thu  is  all  we  can  do.  If  the  Housa  thinks 
something  more  can  be  done,  let  somebody  elae 
do  it— we  will  not."  That  would  be  an  indepen- 
dent statement.  But  I  suppose  nobody  ever 
dreamed  of  getting  an  independent  statement 
from  such  a  Minist^.  If  they  do  they  will  find 
themselves  wonderfully  deceived.  We  have  now 
heard  a  statement,  to  make  which  the  honorable 
gentlemen  hare  availed  themselves  of  the  assist- 
ance of  all  the  clever  persons  in  the  House.  The 
honorable  member  for  Clive  helped  them.  I  was 
sorry  to  hear  my  honorable  friend  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  take  a  little  rise  out  of  that  honorable 
member  by  saying  that  he  was  a  most  rising 
statesman,  or  something  of  that  sort.  The  Minis- 
try, if  they  require  any  financial  help,  can  either 
go  to  the  honorable  member  for  Olive  or  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti.  The  Ministen 
ought  to  see  that  the  finances  were  brought  down 
in  such  a  shape  that  they  could  defend  them,  and 
could  say,  '*  This  is  all  that  can  be  done."  But 
what  is  the  duty  of  the  Ministry  in  the  £soe  of  a 
certain  amount  of  revenue  P  It  is  to  make  the 
expenditure  meet  the  roTcnue,  and  that  they  pro- 
fess not  to  do.  Why  should  it  be  on  the  Land 
Eund  alone  P  And  here  I  will  remark  for  one 
moment  upon  the  course  which  the  Ministry  hare 
taken  in  relation  to  the  Land  Fund.  It  was  said 
OTcr  and  over  again  that  the  Land  Fund  would 
not  be  taken  for  public  purposes — that  the  l4Uid 
Fund  was  not  to  be  touoned — that  the  Land 
Fund  was  to  be  sacred,  perfectly  sacred,  free 
horn  all  unholy  hands  wlu^terer.  What  is  the 
state  of  affairs  now  f  The  Land  Fund  ii  nothing 
of  the  sort.  In  fact  it  is  rexy  evident  that  the 
whole  of  the  Land  Fund  will  very  soon  be  taken 
awa^  from  the  provinces  altogether,  whether  th^ 
be  rich  or  poor — the  whole  of  it  will  be  taken, 
and,  to  use  an  expression  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Otago,  thrown  into  the  maelstrOm  of  colonial 
finance.  Even  the  Ministers :  what  do  tliey  say  P 
They  say  that  the  Land  Fund  will  have  to  be 
pledged  to  the  extent  of  £145,000  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  country.  That  amount  is  to  be 
taken  out  beforehand.  Wliat  will  they  do  next 
year,  with  a  falling  revenue  and  increasing  expen- 
diture P  We  sbf3l  have  to  pay  interest  to  an 
enormous  extent.  The  interest  on  the  Sinking 
Fund  wiU  amount  to  £1,200,000  before  long. 
While  the  debt  is  going  up,  the  income  will  £9 
coming  down.  I  suppose  those  honorable  gentle- 
men ^1  say,  "  The  House  must  give  us  power  to 
raise  a  little  .more  money  on  Treasury  bills."  Tliat 
is  the  finance  of'  the  honorable  gentlemen,  in  the 
same  way  that  the  Counties  Bill  and  the  Financial 
Arrangements  BiU  are  their  constitutional  mea- 
sures, I  think  it  is  time  that  this  House  took 
the  matter  in  hand.  We  all  know  that  it  is 
somewhat  difficult,  in  the  face  of  the  present  feel- 
ing of  honorable  members,  and  the  pledges  whieh 
l^ey  gave  when  they  came  up  to  thia  House— it 


187&] 


*W^. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


179 


mawbai  diAoolt  to  eompel  honorable  mem- 
to  diYati   themaelyaa   of    faeliag   and   to 

aino  thinp  exaeilj  aa  thoj  are.  In  the 
of  the  eountry,  in  the  interest  of  the 
eaastitnents,  in  the  intersat  of  the  onUio  creditor, 
ia  the  interest  of  oTory  eUta  in  Uie  oommunitj, 
bacanae  the  pajment  of  the  puUio  debt  mnat  be 
eonaidaied — even  the  krge  property-holdert  must 
paj  heaTj  rates,  if  tlie  mass  of  the  peoide  are  not 
able  to  pay  throngh  the  Costoms — ^in  the  interest 
of  every  olasa  in  the  oommunitj,  it  is  quite 
time  for  this  House  to  take  the  matter  in  hand, 
if  the  Ministrr  will  not  do  so,  and  saj  the  ex- 
pendttuie  shall  be  made  to  fit  with  the  income. 
Abj  one  aoqoainted  with  speculations  knows 
what  it  is  to  be  plunged  head  orer  ears  in  diffi- 
oaltiea  through  not  making  one*s  ezpeuditure  fit 
with  one's  inoome.  Thej  will  know  it  by  years  of 
bitter  sofering.  The  oonntry  will  know  ezactlj 
the  same  thing,  for  the  affairs  of  the  oountry  are 
exactly  like  the  aflhtia  of  a  joint-stock  company 
or  an  individual.  Take,  for  inataace,  the  case  of 
an  individual  going  laigely  into  mining  specula- 
tions. He  spends  a  great  deal  of  money,  and 
mdnally  goes  on  spending  until  he  gets  beyond 
his  means  and  goes  beyond  his  depth;  and  if 
evente  do  not  turn  out  fortunately  for  him,  what 
iathe  leault?  Why,  ruin.  Having  spent  years 
ol  suffering,  he  tries  to  get  into  a  g^oa  position. 
It  will  be  the  same  with  thia  oountry,  if  we  do  not 
The  membeia  of  this  House  ought  to 
care.  The  fiotitioua  proaperity  abounding 
dufiag  the  last  lew  years  cannot  be  taken  as 
a  eriterion  of  what  will  be  in  years  to  come. 
lAst  year,  we  had  a  deficieney  of  £800,000  or 
MOO,OQO.  This  year  we  shall  have  a  greater  de- 
iaiancy,  although  the  Land  Fund  is  to  be  taken, 
aaeept  the  £75,000  for  Canterbury;  but  they 
will  find  that  that  will  alao  be  taken.  Next  year 
wa  shall  have  a  atiU  greater  deficiency.  I  should 
like  to  know  where  or  when  it  is  gomg  to  end. 
If  a  man  left  his  affidrs  in  the  hands  of  a 
taiislee^  and  the  trustee  were  to  say  to  him,  "  I 
shall  do  the  best  I  can,  but  I  shall  run  you 
£800,000  or  £400,000  in  debt  next  year,"  would 
the  owner  of  the  property  trust  its  management 
into  his  hands  P  1«  o ;  he  would  say,  "  H  you  can- 
act  make  the  expenditure  fit  with  the  income, 
then  I  will  find  some  person  *who  can."  The 
honorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  say  they 
will  not  &  that.  We  want  them  to  conaidw 
whether  they  cannot  make  -greater  reductions, 
■ot  only  in  the  Sinking  Fund,  but  in  the  puUio 
expenditure.  I  am  sure  that  the  public  expendi- 
ture could  be  reduced.  It  has  bean  aueady 
kintad  that  the  veduotiona  should  begin  in  the 
very  highest  quarters,  among  the  Ministers  them- 
aalvea--ikhat  they  should  not  begin  in  the  lowest 
quartora,  not  with  the  tail-end — with  those  who 
have  actually  to  make  a  struggle  for  the  very 
faeaad  they  eat  and  the  dothes  they  wear.  Let 
aa  aaa  whether  redootion  cannot  be  carried  out  in 
other  qoaitars  whether  we  cannot  begin  with 
those  who  are  able  to  spare  something  out  of 
their  luxunee  or  comforts— and,  if  necessary,  let 
aa  impoae  additional  taxation  upon  the  oountry. 
If  that  ia  to  come,  and  it  mnat  eama  sooner  or 
irl^  not  nael  it  at  oaoeP    ItJaallTaiy 


well  to  say  that  it  is  a  distasteful  thing.  Of 
course,  it  is  a  distasteful  thing.  It  is  very 
pleasant  to  be  able  to  speud  millions  of  bor- 
rowed money ;  but  it  is  not  pleasant  to  pay  the 
interest  afterwards.  If  we  have  spent  the  money, 
let  us  begin  now  and  endeavour  to  find  the 
money  to  provide  for  ito  repayment.  That  is 
what  the  Ministry  are  wanted  to  do.  I  am  sure 
the  House  would  back  them  up  in  such  a  course. 
I  am  confident  that  the  House  and  the  oountry 
would  support  them.  If  they  brought  down  a 
proposal  for  a  property  and  income  tax,  I  am 
confident  that  tlie  country,  and  a  lai^e  msjority 
of  this  House,  would  carry  ibem  through  with  it. 
("No.")  I  do  not  know  who  says  "No;"  I 
know  the  Opposition  would.  What  is  wanted 
is  the  consioeration  of  this  question.  What  is 
the  use  of  passing  tbe  estimates,  and  to  find 
when  we  met  next  year  that  the  country  is 
£300,000  or  £400,000  behindhand,  besides  the 
expenditure  upon  the  public  works?  This  will 
be  so ;  I  do  not  think  honorable  members  can 
hide  that  from  themselves.  There  will  be  an 
increasing  burden  to  be  met  afterwards.  If  there 
should  come  upon  us  any  commercial  crisis,  if 
there  should  come  a  monetery  panic,  if  property 
decreased  in  value,  it  would  come  to  this,  that 
we  should  not  be  able  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
borrowed  money.  It  is  clear  that  the  affairs  of 
tbe  country  must  be  carried  on.  However 
eoonomically  they  are  carritMl  on,  Ihoy  cannot  be 
carried  on  without  a  certain  amount  of  expendi- 
ture. There  will  be  nn  increasing  amount  of 
interest  to  pay;  it  will  go  on  like  snowballs, 
rapidly  increasing  as  they  roll  on.  It  is  better 
that  we  should  face  these  things.  If  a  European 
war  should  happen  to  break  out;  and  if  a  time 
of  great  deprcMsion  came  upon  this  country,  I 
do  believe  that  we  should  find  ourselves  abso* 
lutely  unable  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  publio 
debt.  We  cannot  alwaya  expect  to  be  in  a 
prosperous  position.  I  say,  ii  Ministers,  those 
great  financiers  can  afford  to  taunt  other  people 
upon  their  ignorance  of  finance,  if  they  simply, 
by  a  majority  in  this  House,  are  able  to  occupy 
a  position,  let  them  show  by  their  works  and  their 
acto  that  they  are  capable  of  holding  such  a  posi- 
tion, and  not  be  issuing  Trsaaury  bilb  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  moment.  We  shall  have  mora 
Treasnrr  bills  next  year,  and  the  year  after,  until 
they  will  not  be  able  to  get  any  more  bills  dis- 
counted. The  House,  in  tenor  and  fear,  will 
refuse  them  such  authority,  and  then  grindiog 
taxation  will  have  to  take  plaoe  in  order  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  public  creditor.  This  is  per* 
feotly  plain ;  every  man  can  see  it  I  would  ask 
even  the  wannest  supportara  of  the  Oovemaiflnt 
to  conatder  whether  it  is  not  better  now  to  face  it 
at  once.  Let  Ministers  determine  to  make  a  laiga 
rsduction ;  let  them  determine  to  see  if  they  can* 
not  do  something  about  the  Sinking  Fund.  Let 
them,  aa  the  honorable  member  for  Ohristohurdh 
pointed  out,  if  necessary  bring  down  a  proposal 
for  increased  texation — a  property  or  income  tax 
—by  which  the  interest  on  the  Treasury  billa, 
and  the  ever-increasing  deficiency  in  the  recetpta 
as  against  expenditure,  might»  to  a  great  extent, 
ba  nut.    Whyy  toy  mui  A  ordioaiy  ability  oui 
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understand  that,  and  do  it.  Any  three  honorable 
members  of  this  House  could  form  such  a  plan 
as  that,  and  I  believe  the  majority  of  the  House 
would  carry  it  into  effect.  It  is  wrong  to  carry 
on  a  policy  of  continnally  borrowing  to  make  up 
deficiencies.  We  shall  have  £150,000  Treasury 
bills  to  meet  this  account,  and  £150,000  of  Trea- 
sury bills  to  meet  another  account.  Every  year 
the  expenditure  must  increase,  unless  we  devise 
and  act  on  a  scheme  of  retrenchment.  The  plan 
we  are  following  can  only  lead  to  final  disaster 
and  financial  ruin.  It  is  a  plan  which  can  only 
lead  to  great  distraction  among  the  people  and 
create  a  party  class- feeling.  (The  end  of  it  will 
be  this,  that  the  great  property-holders  will 
begin  to  fear  that  the  value  of  their  properties 
will  be  largely  decreased,  and  that  enormous 
taxation  will  fall  on  them.  The  men  who  spoke 
in  this  way  a  year  or  two  ago  were  called 
alarmists,  or  something  of  that  sort.  Those 
honorable  gentlemen  seem  to  fancy  they  are 
going  to  get  out  of  their  financial  embarrassmente 
by  borrowing  money  on  Treasury  bills,  the 
interest  on  which  will  have  to  be  met.  Why  do 
they  not  stand  up  at  once,  like  financiers  and 
men,  and  meet  this  difficulty  in  the  fietce?  To 
increase  our  liabilities,  to  throw  greater  burdens 
on  our  shoulders  in  the  future,  is  not  the  way 
to  meet  the  difficulty.  I  would  therefore  ask. 
Sir,  that  they  should  take  some  time  to  consider 
this  matter.  If  they  say  that  their  estimates 
cannot  be  reduced,  then  the  House  must  consider 
whether  they  can  be  reduced  or  not.  I  hope, 
however  strong  supporters  of  the  G-ovemment 
honorable  gentlemen  may  be,  they  will,  in  the 
interest  of  every  class,  consider  the  questions  of 
retrenchment,  of  additional  taxation,  and  of  the 
Sinking  Fund.  If  retrenchment  is  not  carried  out 
during  this  session,  it  will  not  be  carried  out  at 
all.  Do  yoQ  think  that,  if  the  estimates  are 
passed  for  certain  works,  Ministers  will  then 
retrench  P  Is  there  anything  to  show  that  they 
will  do  so,  and  that  they  wul  not  carry  on  the 
present  extravagant  expenditure?  I  hope  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
will  be  agreed  to. 

Sir  a.  aRKY.— ^ir,  the  attack  to  which  I  was 
subjected  must  be  present  in  the  minds  of  honor- 
able gentlemen  ;  and  I  shoidd  not  have  noticed  it 
but  for  the  effect  tha  statements  made  by  the 
Premier  might  have  upon  the  country.  I  was 
accused  by  him  of  being  utterly  ignorant  of  the 
finances  of  the  country,  and  of  having  given  no 
consideration  whatever  to  the  estimates.  I  was 
accused  of  that.  Sir,  and  the  accusation  was  made 
in  the  rudest  manner — a  manner  not  becoming 
the  leader  of  this  House,  or  the  House  itself. 
Now,  I  wish  to  tell  honorable  members,  Sir,  that 
when  the  gentleman  who  with  such  rudeness 
and  ignorance  spoke  to  me  was  in  his  cradle,  or 
certainly  in  his  early  youth,  I  restored  the  finance 
of  one  great  country  which,  by  financiers  like 
himself,  had  been  involved  in  difficulties  very 
much  like  those  he  has  involved  this  country  in. 
And  not  only  that,  but  throughout  my  life  I  have 
had  to  attend  to  the  finances  of  colonies.  I  have 
administered  the  Qovemment  of  New  Zealand 
lor  y^ars  up^n  -the  most  mod^rat^.  sums,  at  the 


same  time  conducting  the  Gh>vemment  in  the 
most  efficient  manner.  I  left  it  imburdened  by 
any  debt.  I  assisted  its  people  to  found  that 
prosperity  upon  which  the  credit  has  been  built 
up  which  has  enabled  that  honorable  gentleman 
and  his  friends  to  raise  such  great  sums ;  and, 
with  all  that  knowledge  and  that  experience,  I 
have  most  carefully  considered  the  estimates 
brought  forward  by  the  G-overnment.  I  appeal 
to  the  speeches  which  I  made  last  session  in  this 
House,  and  ask  honorable  members  whether  every 
one  of  the  predictions  I  then  made  has  not  been 
fulfilled.  I  assert  that,  so  far  from  my  having 
shown  ignorance^  the  honorable  gentleman  him- 
self has  shown  the  most  lamentable  ignorance  of 
the  finance  of  the  country,  and  he  has  always 
shrunk  from  allowing  his  finance  to  be  investi- 
gated. Last  session  he  put  off  the  question  of 
his  finance  until  many  members  had  gone  away, 
and  this  session  he  has  pursued  the  same  course. 
I  have  not  only  considered  this  finance  myself, 
but  I  have  had  the  assistance  of  able  men,  who 
have,  in  the  most  courteous  manner,  given  me 
their  opinion  upon  it.  Sir,  not  only  myself  but  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch  (Mr.  Stevens) 
also  proposed  that  we  should  at  once  face  the  dif- 
ficulty we  had  to  meet.  The  honorable  member 
for  Akaroa,  in  point  of  fact,  proposed  the  same 
thing,  and  such  has  been  the  general  feeling. 
Now,  Sir,  my  heart  has  been  filled  with  concern 
at  seeing  the  reckless  waste  of  public  money 
which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  carried  on. 
My  heart  has  been  filled  with  concern  at  seeing 
him  squandering  the  public  lands  on  his  favour- 
ites ;  my  heart  has  been  filled  with  concern  at 
seeing  him  tax  unjustly  Her  Majesty's  subjects 
in  this  country,  and  at  seeing  him  save  from 
taxation  those  classes  who  he  thought  would  keep 
him  in  power.  Sir,  when  I  think  of  these  things 
I  feel  what  I  can  hardly  describe.  And  now, 
when  I  see  that  he  could,  if  he  pleased,  make  re- 
ductions such  as  I  speak  of;  when  I  see  that  he 
could  restore  speedily  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try ;  when  I  see  that  he  could  relieve  the  pro- 
ducing classes  by  taking  off  them  the  taxes  which 
unjustly  press  upon,  them ;  when  I  see  that  he 
could  put  taxes  upon  those  friends  of  his  who 
draw  large  incomes  from  this  country  and  spend 
them  elsewhere,  then.  Sir,  I  am  determined  to 
force  my  resolution  on  the  House.  I  wish  to 
bring  him  under  the  notice  of  the  people  whom 
he  has  so  cruelly  wronged,  robbing  them  of  their 
lands  and  property,  and  lUl  to  gratify  his  lust  of 
power. 

Motion  for  reporting  progress  negatived. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  item  £31,066  2s.  be 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved,  That  the  item  be  re- 
duced by  £100. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that  he  believed  this 
portion  of  the  estimates  was  prepared  by  the 
Speaker,  and  the  Government  bad,  in  reality, 
very  little  to  do  with  it.  As  he  understood  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce  was  desirous  of  op- 
posing all  the  additions  under  this  head,  he  would 
move,  as  an  amendment,  That  the  item  £1,250 
for  the  Legislative  Council  be  reduced  by  £250. 
.  Mr.  S\^MLNSON4thoaght  a  great  de^  of  .time 
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would  be  MTad  if  the  debates  took  plaoe  on 
the  total  amounts,  and  not  on  any  indiyidual 

amount. 

Mr.  MURRAY  explained  that  he  was  not  pro- 
posing a  reduction,  but  merely  opposing  an  in- 


Mr  REIB  hoped  that  the  Committee  would  be 
eonsistent.  If  they  were  going  to  increase  their 
honoraria  on  aooonnt  of  the  length  of  the  session, 
it  would  not  be  consistent  for  them  to  refuse  to 
pass  claims  which  were  made  on  the  same  ground. 

Mr.  MONTGOMSRY  understood  that  the 
honofariam  was  kept  at  the  same  rate  as  last 
year. 

M^or  ATKINSON  said  an  increase  bad  been 
deckled  upon,  and  it  would  appear  on  the  sup- 
plementaiy  estimates. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  if  the  <2K>Temment  pro- 
poaed  to  support  the  increase. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  GoTcmment  had 
undertaken  to  bring  it  down  and  would  support  it. 
He  would  point  out,  with  regard  to  the  salaries 
now  being  considered,  that  it  was  rather  a  delicate 
matter  for  the  House  to  reduce  what  the  other 
branoh  of  the  Legislature  had  determined,  after 
carsfol  consideration,  was  a  fair  remuneration  for 
its  officers.  It  was  on  the  recommendation  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  that  these  salaries 
were  brought  down  as  they  now  appeared. 

Mr.  MURRAY  could  see  no  reason  why  the 
House  should  depart  from  the  principle  which  it 
had  laid  down  last  year. 

Item,  Chairman  of  Committees,  Legislatire 
Council  (addition  to  permanent  salary,  £300), 
£100,  struck  out. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  mored.  That  the  item  Clerk 
(addition  to  permanent  salary,  £400),  £100,  be 
■tiuok  out. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  mored,  That  the  item  Clerk 
Assistant,  £350,  be  reduced  by  £60. 

Agreed  to. 

!£>.  SWANSON  mored.  That  the  item  .Clerk 
of  Parliaments  (addition  to  permanent  salary, 
£600),  £100,  be  struck  out.  He  did  not  see  why 
an  exception  should  be  made  in  the  officers  of  the 
other  House.  If  this  gentleman  got  £600  a  year 
lor  the  work  he  did  in  the  House  be  had  a 
thoroughly  g^ood  job,  for  he  was  no  longer  in  the 
House  than  he  (Mr.  Swanson)  was,  nor  indeed  so 
long,  and  had  not  to  read  through  the  same 
mass  of  Bills  and  papers  ? 

Mr.  ROLLSSTON  would  point  out  that  this 
officer  had  very  important  duties  to  perform,  and 
hia  office  was  a  Tciy  responsible  one.  The  Clerk 
of  the  House  had  to  read  through  all  the  Bills 
that  came  before  the  House,  to  learn  their  nature, 
imd  to  adTise  Mr.  Speaker  on  all  technical  points. 
It  was  a  position  of  rssponsibility,  and  should  be 
recognized  as  such.  He  did  notbelicTe  in  under- 
paying responsibility  of  this  class  connected  with 
the  Legislature.  This  officer's  place  could  not  be 
sappliMl  by  taking  up  any  chance  man,  for  it  re- 
quired long  training  to  fit  him  for  the  position. 
The  House  would  not  treat  a  professional  man  in 
the  way  now  proposed ;  and  the  Clerk's  duties  re- 
quired just  as  much  training  to  perform  as  any 
profiMsional  foao  went  thxoiigh*  .       . 


Major  ATKINSON  thought  the  House  would 
be  making  a  great  mistake  if  it  reduced  this 
salary.  Great  oonfusion  in  the  business  must 
ensue  if  there  was  not  a  competent  officer  in  this 
position,  and  it  was  necessary  to  pay  a  sufficient 
salary  to  secure  the  services  of  such  an  officer. 
This  was  not  a  question  of  increase  of  salary,  as 
the  salary  now  proposed  had  been  paid  for  years, 
and  the  circumstimces  of  the  colony  were  not 
such  as  to  call  for  this  reduction. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  that  if  the  Committee 
was  going  to  reduce  salaries  that  had  existed  for 
years  it  should  do  so  on  some  principle,  and  not 
pick  out  particular  cases.  He  would  point  out: 
that  the  duties  of  the  Clerk  did  not  end  with  the 
session,  as  he  had  a  great  deal  to  do  afterwards  in 
the  preparation  of  the  Journals  and  the  Appen- 
dices. If  the  Committee  thought  the  circum- 
stances of  the  colony  were  Buch  that  salaries 
should  be  reduced,  let  them  pass  a  resolution  that 
all  salaries  aboye  a  certain  amount  should  be  re- 
duced, and  not  select  particular  officers,  which 
was  a  very  invidious  and  unwise  course  to  pursue. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved,  That  the  item  Ex- 
penses of  Members  of  both  Houses,  £18,075,  be 
reduced  by  £75.  His  object  was  to  test  the 
question  whether  the  members  of  the  Assembly 
living  in  Wellington  should  receive  any  honora- 
rium. If  this  was  payment  of  members,  then 
150  or  200  guineas  was  not  sufficient ;  but  if  it 
was  to  defray  the  expenses  of  members  while  at- 
tending Parliament,  then  those  residing  in  Wel- 
lington should  not  draw  any  honorarium.  There 
were  twelve  members  of  the  Houses  residing  in 
Wellington,  and  .one  within  seven  or  eight  miles 
of  it.  The  practice,  when  the  Assembly  met  in 
Auckland  was,  if  he  remembered  rightly,  that  no 
members  of  Parliament  residing  within  fifteen 
miles  of  the  Parliament  buildings  received  any 
honorarium.  The  present  system  was  hardly 
fair  to  those  honorable  members  who  came 
from  a  considerable  distance,  and  were  put  to 
considerable  expense  and  inconvenience  in  at- 
tending in  their  places  in  Parliament.  They 
should  not  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
members  who  resided  on  the  spot,  and,  having 
their  own  homes  there,  were  not  put  to  any  ex- 
pense. He  moved  this  amendment  so  that  if  it 
were  carried  the  G-ovemment  might  take  it  as  an 
indication  that  the  Committee  did  not  think 
members  resident  in  Wellington  should  receive 
any  honorarium.  It  did  not  signify  that  he  only 
moved  a  small  reduction,  because  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  bound  to  expend  the  whole  sum 
voted  unless  they  knew  it  was  the  li^sh  of  the 
House  that  they  should  do  so. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  could 
hardly  take  this  amendment  as  an  indication  of 
the  intention  of  the  Committee,  seeing  that  the 
House  had,  in  a  previous  session,  after  careful 
inquiry  by  a  Select  Committee,  passed  a  resolu- 
tion directing  what  was  to  be  done.  Before  the 
Ghovemment  could  act  in  the  matter,  the  House 
must  pass  some  resolution  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  point  out  that,  before 
a  resolution  passed  by  a  previous  Parliament 
was  of  auy  value  nt  the  present  tivie^  i^  ijiust  be 
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re*pMied  bj  the  prMent  Farlisment  This  Ptoriia- 
ment  could  pass  any  retolatlon  it  liked  upon  the 
•abject,  and  it  was  only  the  GK>Tenmient  who 
could  bring  down  eueh  a  resolution.  Bj  testing 
the  question  in  the  waj  he  proposed,  it  would  be 
an  iiMSication  to  the  Gk>Temment  Uiat  the  House 
thought  sudi  a  resolution  should  be  brought 
down. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  the  best  way  to  settle  the 
difficulty  would  be  to  fix  a  radius,  and  decide  that 
members  residing  within  that  radius  should  re- 
Oeiye  no  honorarium  or  allowance.  In  Auckland, 
the  Prorincial  Council  fixed  the  radius  at  twenty 


Mr.  BOLLB8TON  thought  it  would  be  a  most 
inridious  thing  for  the  House  to  take  upon  itself 
to  difierentiate  the  amounts  to  be  paid  to  honor- 
able members.  The  expenses  of  one  member 
miffht  be  greater  than  those  of  another  ;  and  he 
oomd  quite  conceire  of  circumstances  which 
would  justify  the  Wellington  members  in  tak- 
ing honorana  as  well  as  other  honorable  mem- 
brav. 

Mr.  BEED  said  that  when  the  proposal  to  pay 
tiie  Wellington  members  was  brought  forward  it 
was  treated  as  payment  of  members  ;  but  if  they 
were  going  to  retrace  their  stepsj  he  would  sug- 
gest that  no  allowance  should  be  paid  to  members 
who  resided  within  two  miles  of  the  House.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  members  to  go 
%.ye  miles  without  reoeiTing  an  allowance ;  but  if 
tiie  sum  were  not  regarded  as  payment  of  mem- 
bers, he  saw  no  reason  why  the  WelUngton  mem- 
bers should  reoeire  it. 

Mr.  BEES  thought  tliere  was  a  good  deal  of 
reason  in  what  had  faUen  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Taieri.  If  the  sum  was  to  be  looked 
upon  as  payment  of  members,  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  all  members  receiving  it.  He  had 
been  in  favour  of  payment  of  members  for 
years;  but  if  the  sum  paid  was  to  be  looked 
upon  as  an  honorary  gift,  those  members  who 
Uved  in  Wellington,  and  were  put  to  no  great  lose 
of  time  in  attending  the  House,  should  not  be 
allowed  to  reoeive  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Wellington  members  were  the  worst  attenders  in 
the  House ;  with  one  or  two  exceptions  the^  were 
▼dry  irregular,  and  spent  a  little  time  m  the 
House  just  as  other  members  might  do  in  the 
Town  Councils  of  their  respeotiye  towns.  They 
had  no  claim  whatever,  unless  the  sum  were  to 
be  paid  simply  and  solely  as  payment  of  members. 
Mr.  BOLLBSTON  said  he  would  be  sorry  to 
see  the  idea  of  the  honorable  gentleman  acted 
upon.  His-  argument  in  favour  of  the  honorarium 
was,  that  it  presented  an  oponing  to  all  classes  to 
beeome  members  of  the  House.  If  a  working 
man.  were  elected  to  a  seat  in  that  House,  he 
would  of  course  have  to  give  up  his  business, 
and  must  be  remunerated  in  some  way.  Then, 
again,  it  was  evident  that  members  residing  in 
WeUington  would  find  it  impossible  to  attend 
to  their  business  if  they  were  at  all  attentive  to 
their  parliamentary  duties. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  he  had  heard  a  great  deal  of 
abuse  levelled  at  the  Provincial  Councils  this 
MMumi  but  theie  wm  om  veiy  good  pmotioe 


which  might  be  copied  from  them  with  advan- 
tage ;  and  that  was  that  members  residing  within 
a  certain  radius  should  not  receive  any  honora- 
rium. If  they  were  going  to  debate  the  princi- 
ple of  payment  of  members,  the  whole  question 
would  have  to  be  considered ;  but  as  this  was  a 
matter  of  reimbursing  members  for  expenses  in- 
curred, he  thought  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  of  Otaeo  was  a  very  good  one. 
To  carry  out  that  idea,  he  would  move,  That  the 
item,  Expenses  of  Members  of  both  Houses,  be 
reduced  by  £8,076;  and  he  would  at  the  same 
time  give  notice  that  it  was  his  intention  to  move 
that  tiie  expenses  of  members  be  limited  to  20s. 
a  day  from  the  opening  of  the  session  to  its 
close,  such  sum  to  be  paid  only  to  such  members 
as  attended  in  their  places  in  the  House. 

Mr.  BEES  said  that  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Avon  pointed  not  so  much  to 
honoraria  as  to  the  payment  of  members  when 
he  said  that,  if  the  WeUipgton  members  did  not 
receive  the  honorarium,  a  working  man  might  be 
debarred  from  coming  into  the  House.  That 
principle  would  apply  all  over  the  colony.  There 
were  many  working  men — not  working,  in  the 
usual  acceptation  of  the  term — who  would  be 
glad,  if  they  knew  they  would  receive  sufficient 
to  compensate  them  for  loss  of  time,  to  become 
members  of  the  House.  The  House  would  have 
to  pass  a  resolution  in  fi&vour  of  payment  of 
members  before  very  long ;  and,  if  they  did  so^ 
it  would  widen  the  range  from  which  they  then 
would  get  representative  men.  There  were  young 
men  oi  intelligence  who  would  not  come  here, 
knowing  they  bad  nothing  to  depend  upon,  for 
they  would  not  come  here  to  make  a  trade  of 
politics.  If  the  honorable  member  for  Avon 
supported  that  view,  he  was  entirely  at  one  with 
him. 

Mr.  SWAN80N  said  he  believed  the  Speaker 
had  it  in  his  power  to  make  advances  on  account 
of  the  honorarium  as  the  session  went  on.  If 
honorable  members  have  been  allowed  to  draw 
money  from  the  Speaker,  would  he  be  expected 
to  get  it  back  from  them  again  ?  If  they  made 
any  change,  it  should  apply  to  the  future.  As  to 
the  question  of  it  being  payment  of  members  or 
honorarium,  he  thought  150  guineas  looked  very 
much  the  same  in  a  man's  hand  whether  they 
called  it  honorarium  or  payment.  It  was  simply 
the  diflterenoe  between  tweedledum  and  tweedle- 
dee.  £300  or  £400  would  not  pay  some  mem* 
hers  for  their  time,  while  £150  would  be  a  great 
deal  too  much  for  others.  In  the  Auckland  Pro- 
vincial Council,  one  of  the  best  members  was  a 
working  man,  who  attended  the  meetings  after 
he  had  dona  his  work,  and  he  received  no  honora- 
rium. 

B£r.  MUBBAY- AYNSLEY  thought  they  ouf;ht 
to  pass  a  resolution  applying  to  the  next  session 
either  f(A*  the  payment  of  so  much  a  day  or  for 
an  amount  for  the  session.  It  would  be  very 
hard  at  the  end  of  the  session  to  take  away  that 
which  people  had  caloulated  upon.  He  would 
support  any  resolution  fixing  the  honorarium  for 
the  future. 

Mr.  HUNTEB  did  not  wish  to  refer  to  the 
ifltae  irhioh  was  UIdko  the  Honw;  but  he  de- 


1876.] 


Sufiplsf. 


[H0TJ8B.] 


Supply. 


18S 


rind  to  isy  that  the  ■tetommit  ihmt  the  WeUing-  1 
Ion  memben  did  not  attend  to  their  duties  ^rms 


mm  a  Wellington  member,  and  Mr.  Bonny  at- 
tended regulany.  The  itatement  made  by  honor* 
able  memben  was  not  borne  out  by  fiwst. 

Hr.  BURNS  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
woold  not  think  he  had  nid  anything  cUsrefpect- 
fbl  to  the  Wdlington  members.  He  wiehed  to 
lay  down  the  broad  prineiple  that  memben  were 
only  to  be  reoooped  for  any  extra  expense  they 
were  put  to.  Honorable  members  on  all  sides 
of  tlie  House  were  talking  of  reductions,  but  it 
would  be  nsdeas  to  expeot  that  reductions  would 
be  made  if  they  did  not  begin  with  themseires. 
He  wished  most  sincerely  to  put  that  Tiew  before 
tlie  House ;  becaoee  honorable  members  should 
make  eren  some  little  Mcrifice  if  neoessary,  rather 
than  that  the  eetimatee  should  go  forth  to  the 
pubHo  with  other  rednotions  made,  and  nothing 
out  off  their  own  honorarium. 

Mr.  SHRIM8KI  waa  as  independent  as  any 
member  of  the  House,  and  it  made  very  little 
difbrenoe  to  him  whether  he  got  a  fraction  or  a 
pound.  He  could  not  understand  how  those 
bonoffmble  gentlemen  who  are  so  much  in  farour 
of  a  reduction  in  the  honorarium  were  generally 
tlie  very  first  to  go  to  the  Treasury  and  get  their 
money.  It  woiud  be  far  better  if  they  left  it 
there.  There  were  many  men  in  the  House  who 
ooold  not  afford  to  come  here  without  rereiTing 
something,  for  Wellinffton  was  an  expensire  place 
to  lire  in.  This  was  uie  harrest  for  the  Welling- 
ton  people;  and  when  honorable  members  came 
here  they  were  pretty  well  fleeced. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUaS  said  honorable  members 
who  objected  to  the  honorarium  on  principle 
miffht  leave  the  mone^  in  the  Treasury.  He  re- 
ooueeted  one  distingmshed  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature who  used  to  make  an  annual  motion  for 
the  reduction  of  the  honorarium,  which  was 
really  a  payment.  On  one  occasion,  after  making 
his  usual  pretest  against  the  payment  of  members, 
he  was  delayed  in  starting  trom  the  place  where 
Pariiament  met,  and,  havmg  received  all  that  the 
liSgislature  provided  for  his  expenses,  he  made  a 
demand  to  the  Treasury  through  the  proper  chan- 
nel for  payment  for  the  day  during  which  he  had 
been  detained.  It  would  be  better  to  dispense 
with  the  humbug  attaching  to  this  matter.  It 
was  manifest  to  a  good  many  that  certain  honor- 
able memben  made  an  actual  profit  out  of  their 
attendance  here,  and  he  recollected  that  one 
honorable  member  classed  his  honorarium  as  one 
of  his  assets,  together  with  his  cows,  pigs,  and 
poultry ;  and  that  honorable  gentleman,  who  came 
from  a  remote  part  of  the  colony, -had  now  to 
depend  upon  his  cows,  &c.,  without  any  honora- 
rium. It  was  a  right  and  truthful  thing  to  call 
what  they  received  *  *  payment."  He  confessed  for 
himself  that  when  he  made  his  arrangements  for 
aeeking  a  seat  rn  the  House,  bein^  a  man  of  very 
small  means  indeed,  he  set  off  agamst  his  general 
expenses  the  cireumstaooe  that  be  was  to  receive 
ao  much  for  his  services  in  Parliament ;  and  he 
irmild  not  be  prepared  to  fobmit  to  the  displace- 


ment of  that  amount  without  some  fSseling  of  dis> 
appointment.  Those  honorable  gentlemen  who 
wished  to  make  capital  by  dedatming  against  tho 
iniquity  of  receiving  payment  for  honest  servioi^ 
oomd  make  much  more  capital  by  declining  to 
attend  the  Treasury  to  receive  the  money< 

B£r.  SWANSON  said  that  if  there  was  a  maa 
of  that  sort  he  would  set  him  down  as  a  regular 
blockhead.  There  were  several  memben  who 
would  vote  to  do  away  with  the  honorarium 
altogether,  and  who  would  vote  to  prevent  any 
increase,  but  who,  so  long  as  the  honorarium  was 
paid,  would  continue  to  receive  it.  If  they  did 
not  draw  the  money,  it  would  be  spread  aU  over 
the  colony ;  so  they  preferred  to  take  it  to  their 
own  districts,  and  use  it  in  the  places  thev  came 
from.  Ho  knew  several  membws  who  md  not 
spend  a  penny  of  the  honorarium  upon  them* 
selves. 

Sir  G-.  €^BEY  was  one  of  those  who  thought 
that  memben  should  be  paid  for  their  attendance 
in  Parliament.  In  no  other  way  was  it  possible 
to  secure  fair  representation.  He  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  get  sufficient  information  to  satisfy 
himself  as  to  what  was  the  necessary  sum  mem- 
ben should  be  paid  to  induce  preper  represen- 
tatives to  come  to  the  House.  It  was  with 
delight  that  he  heard  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton  describe  the  appeannoe  in  the  Auckland 
Provincial  Council  of  a  real  working  man.  Bb 
thought  such  men  might  be  able  to  attend  the 
Provincial  Goimoil  without  being  naid,  but  it  was 
impossible  they  could  come  to  Wellington  withoitt 
receiving  something  to  pay  for  their  expenses. 
It  was  with  great  regret  that  he  found,  the 
moment  some  reduction  was  attempted,  the  Go- 
vernment at  once  declared  their  avenion  to  sndi 
a  reduction  being  made.  A  double  question  here 
arose— namely,  uie  payment  of  memben  of  the 
Legislatire  Council  and  the  payment  of  mem- 
ben of  the  House  of  Bepresentattves.  He  sub- 
mitted that  it  was  questionable,  under  all  the 
cireumstanees,  whether  the  same  sums  should 
be  paid  to  a  member  of  the  Legislature  who 
resided  in  Wellington  and  to  a  member  who  was 
brought  from  a  remote  district  in  the  colony. 
The  same  remark  applied  equally  to  each  House. 
He  did  not  think  any  payment  was  neoessary 
to  gentlemen  who  resided  in  Wellinffton.  They 
should  remember  that  a  Minister  coiud  nominate 
as  many  memben  as  he  pleased  to  the  Legislative 
Council,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  it  could  become 
a  practice  that  a  Minister  could  confer  pensions 
upon  particular  individuals  if  the  present  system 
or  honorarium  were  continued.  Me  found  there 
were  no  less  than  six  memben  of  the  Upper 
House  who  were  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wel- 
lington, and  that  was  an  undue  number,  being 
one-seventh  of  the  whole  House.  Considering 
the  important  measures  that  had  recently  been 
thrown  out,  he  thought  that  was  a  state  of  things 
which  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  on.  It  might 
serve  to  remedy  it  if  the  memben  of  the  Coundl 
residing  in  Wellington  received  no  honorarium. 
Wlien  he  recollected  that  a  Bill  for  reducing  the 
gold  duty  had  been  thrown  out  in  the  Lesislative 
Council,  and  how  large  a  power  the  Wulington 
memberi  must  ha>ve  exercised  in  that  aetion,  and 
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when  be  remembered  tbat  Wellington  was  not 
a  gold  district,  he  thought  it  was  a  wrong  to 
the  mining  population  of  the  colon/  that  such  a 
state  of  things  should  bo  allowed,  and  his  earnest 
adTioe  was  uiat  Ministers  should  be  required  to 
bring  down  a  series  of  resolutions  by  which  this 
payment  to  members  residing  in  Wellington 
should  stop;  and  if  they  were  averse  to  such  a 
resolution,  they  should  go  out  of  office  and  let 
other  men  come  in. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  was  a  most 
extraordinary  one.  He  protested  against  six 
members  of  the  Upper  House  residing  in  or  near 
Wellington,  and  he  gave  as  a  reason  the  influence 
they  had  over  certain  Bills.  If  they  were  not 
going  to  pay  members  of  the  Upper  House,  it 
would  be  found  that  nearly  all  the  members  of 
the  Council  would  be  from  Wellington,  and  that 
yery  power  which  the  honorable  gentleman  ap- 
peared to  object  to  would  be  increased.  When 
in  oflioe,  he  had  found  that  as  a  fact  there  were 
as  many  refusals  to  accept  seats  in  the  Council 
as  there  were  acceptances. 

Mr.  BEID  thought  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber had  not  properly  interpreted  the  argument 
of  the  honorable  member  K)r  the  Thames,  who 
suggested  that,  with  the  view  of  remedying  the 
present  state  of  things,  of  which  he  complained, 
the  honorarium  to  members  residing  in  Welling- 
ton should  oease,  because  it  might  not  then  be 
so  easy  to  get  Wellington  members  into  the 
Council. 

.  Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE  would  take  that  oppor- 
tunity to  record  his  protest  against  the  proposed 
increase.  He  was  a  representative  of  a  class  of 
people  in  the  country,  and  he  thought  that,  with- 
out exception,  he  was  the  only  man  of  the  House 
who  could  properly  be  called  a  working  man,  as 
he  received  wages  for  his  work,  and  literally 
earned  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  H^ 
was  prepared  to  say  that  160  guineas  was  quite 
sufficient  to  defray  a  member's  ordinary  expenses 
in  Wellington,  provided  the  session  did  not  last 
more  than  four  months.  If,  however,  the  ses- 
sions were  of  five  or  six  months'  duration,  he  was 
inclined  to  think  it  would  be  a  question  whether 
the  honorarium  should  not  be  abolished  and  pay- 
ment of  members  substituted.  He  was  sure  that, 
whatever  might  be  a  member^s  avocation,  whether 
he  was  of  the  legal  profession,  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  or  was  a  fiumer  or  a  Ubouring 
man,  he  could  not  be  absent  from  his  home  for 
a  period  of  six  months  without  receiving  some- 
thing to -cover  his  expenses.  He  did  not  wish 
to  make  political  capital  out  of  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  increase  to  •  the  honorarium.  He 
told  his  constituents  he  could  not  come  to 
Parliament  unless  he  was  paid,  and  he  told 
them  he  would  not  come  for  the  rake  of  the  pay. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to 
the  wants  of  members  daring  their  stay  in  Wel- 
lington. Some  honorable  members  had  told  him 
that  the  proposed  honorarium  of  £200  was  not 
sufficient  to  defray  their  ordinary  expenses.  That 
was  a  statement  which  he  could  hardly  reconcile 
to  his  mind.  That  amount  was  quite  sufficient 
for  bis  wants ;  it  was  motfi  than  suffioient    He 


would  take  that  opportunity  of  entering  his  pro- 
test against  the  increase  of  the  honorarium.  He 
would  support  a  reduction  to  one  guinea  a  day. 
He  might  state,  in  reply  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames,  that  he  had  a  wife  and  family 
to  support  at  home,  and  still  he  considered  the 
amount  mentioned  sufficient. 

Mr.  ROWE  did  not  think  this  was  the  right 
time  to  discuss  the  question  of  honorarium.  It 
had  already  been  discussed,  and  tliere  would  be 
another  opportunity  of  discussing  it  when  the 
supplementary  estimates  were  brought  down.  If 
the  honorarium  was  to  be  continued  in  future 
sessions,  he  thought  the  members  representing 
Wellington  should  not  receive  it.  For  many 
years  he  left  his  work  to  attend  the  Auckland 
Provincial  Council  without  receiving  any  pay- 
ment whatever.  Notwithstanding  what  had  been 
said  by  the  honorable  member  foi*  Wellington 
City,  the  impression  on  his  mind  was  that  the 
Wellington  members  did  not  attend  the  sittings 
of  the  House  very  regularly.  He  thought  it 
would  be  well  that  the  honorarium  should  remain 
unaltered  for  the  present  session,  but  he  hoped 
some  understanding  would  be  come  to  that,  in 
future,  those  members  living  within  two  or  three 
miles  of  the  city  would  not  receive  the  honorarium. 
Question  put,  "  That  the  item  be  reduced  by 
£2,075 ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  oaUed  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         88 


Majority  against ... 


17 


Atxs. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Sir  a.  Oiw, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Dinmn, 

Sir  R.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Fitzherbert) 

Mr.  aibbs, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Sir    G-.    GREY   would    now    move    another 
amendment,  in  order  that  it  might  be  shown  what 
the  real  intention  of  the  House  was.    There  were 


Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wason. 

TellerM. 
Mr,  Bums, 
Mr.  Reynolds. 

N0S8. 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Moorhouse. 
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twrire  iiMmben  of  tha  ABiemblj  who  resided  in 
Wellington,  and  received  £100  each  as  hono- 
rmriam.  He  would  moye,  That  the  total  amount 
be  redaoed  br  the  sum  of  £1,200. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  understood  that 
•ome  honorable  members  were  under  the  impres- 
sion thai,  bj  this  Tote,  they  would  be  fixing  the 
honorarioro.  But  that  was  not  the  case.  The 
rote  was  simply  intended  to  decide  whether  or 
not  thoM  members  of  both  Houses  who  resided 
in  the  oity  of  Wellington  should  receive  any 
honorarium  at  all.  There  were  at  present  twelve 
members  of  the  Parliament  residing  in  the  oity 
of  Wellington,  and  they  would  receiye  honoraria 
jost  the  same  as  those  who  came  from  distant 
parte  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  OIBBS  said  the  Committee  seemed  to  be 
diseuseing  the  principle  of  whether  members 
•hoold  be  paid  for  their  services,  or  whether  they 
•hoold  be  paid  only  their  expenses.  If  it  were 
■imply  a  question  of  payment  of  expenses,  then 
those  members  who  resided  in  Wellington  should 
not  be  paid,  because  their  expenses  could  not  be 
anything  like  so  heavy  as  those  of  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  had  to  leave  their  homes  in  the 
distant  parts  of  the  colony.  The  question  of  how 
nnofa  members  should  receive  was  one  which  the 
House  had  settled,  and  the  amount  might  as  well 
at  once  be  called  payment.  Some  members  said 
that  £100  would  pay  all  their  expenses,  while 
others  affirmed  that  double  that  amount  did  not 
eover  theirs.  He  thought  that  members  should 
reeeive  all  their  expenses,  so  that,  at  any  rate,  they 
would  be  nothing  out  of  pocket.  At  the  same 
time,  if  they  were  to  take  any  more  than  their  ex- 
penses, he  did  not  see  why  the  Wellington  mem- 
oers  should  not  receive  such  extra  amount  as  well 
M  tho  others.  He  would  vote  ajzainst  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SWANSON  asked  what  was  the  duty  of 
the  Examiner  of  Standing  Orders,  whose  salary 
was  put  down  at  £50  P 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  this  officer  had 
to  SCO  whether  the  private  Bills  came  within  the 
Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  SWANSON  did  not  think  the  House 
wanted  anybody  to  tell  them  what  was  or  was 
not  a  private  Bill. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  officer  in  question  only  received  £60  a  year. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  proposed  to 
plaee  £200  on  the  supplementary  estimates  for 
nim,  and  then  his  salaiy  would  be  £250. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  he  did  not  object  to  the 
person  who  held  the  office,  but  to  the  office  itself. 
He  considered  the  office  a  great  sham,  and  the 
sooner  the  House  got  rid  of  it  the  better.  In 
short,  the  office  was  a  great  impediment  to  the 
eondoct  of  buriness.  He  moved,  That  the  item 
be  struck  out. 

Mr.  BURNS  would  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Gk>vemment  to  the  importance  of  getting  rid  of 
the  offioe.  He  was  in  the  House,  he  Iwlieved, 
when  the  office  was  created,  and  the  idea  wa9,  by 
means  of  the  fees  arising  from  the  office,  to  form 
the  nuoleus  of  a  library  fund.  But  they  had  a 
Terjr  good  library  now,  and  he  thought  the  offioe 
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might  very  well  be  got  rid  of.  He  agreed  that 
it  was  an  impediment  to  business  ;  and,  now  that 
the  provinces  were  abolished,  there  would  be  a 
greater  number  of  Bills  than  ever  brought  before 
the  House,  and  they  should  not  be  impeded  in 
their  progress  through  Parliament.  All  private 
Bills  should  be  refeired  to  a  Select  Committee, 
which  could  take  evidence  if  necessary,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  the 
office. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  did  not  think  this  office 
should  be  done  away  with,  because  it  saved  a 
great  deal  of  trouble.  The  officer's  chief  duty 
was  to  see  whether  all  the  regulations  had  been 
complied  with  before  private  Bills  were  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON  might  explain  that  the 
Examiner  of  Standing  Orders  was  appointed  by 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  WASON  asked  whether  the  officer,  who 
only  got  £50  last  year,  was  to  get  £250  this  year  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  that  was  the 
state  of  the  case. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  Harbour  Board  Bills  had  been  examined  by 
this  officer  before  they  came  into  the  House  P  and, 
if  so,  why  was  there  so  much  delay  before  they 
were  reported  on  P  Was  it  that  he  hod  not  ex- 
amined them,  or  that,  having  examined  them,  he 
had  kept  back  the  information  he  had  with  re- 
spect to  them  until  so  late  a  period  of  the  session 
that  they  could  not  pass  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  member 
could  not  have  read  the  Standing  Orders,  or  he 
would  not  have  asked  such  a  question.  The 
Harbour  Bills  had  been  brought  in  by  honorable 
members,  who  were  bound  themselves  to  accept 
the  responsibility  of  the  Bills  being  dealt  with  as 
private  Bilk  or  otherwise.  There  were,  on  the 
other  hand,  Standing  Orders  whicli  provided  that 
the  private  property  of  individuals  should  not  be 
dealt  with  by  the  House  without  the  persons 
affected  having  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in 
their  own  interest  by  the  House.  A  private  Bill, 
as  such,  had  to  be  introduced  by  petition,  which 
had  to  go  through  the  office  of  this  officer.  Upon 
receipt  of  that  petition,  he  had  to  see  that  proper 
notice  was  given,  and  to  report  whether  the 
Standing  Orders  had  been  complied  with. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  this  office  had  become 
more  necessary  now,  under  the  new  county  sys- 
tem of  government,  than  it  had  ever  been  before, 
for  there  would  now  be  such  a  number  of  Bills 
of  this  kind  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
House  to  deal  with  them  unless  they  had  been 
previously  examined.  Whatever  arguments 
might  have  been  used  against  the  existence  of 
the  office  in  past  days,  those  arguments  would  no 
longer  hold  good. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  the  Standing  Orders  pro- 
vided for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  two  Houses  on  private  Bills ;  and 
he  apprehended  the  members  of  tiiat  Committee 
would  know  which  were  private  Bills,  and  which 
were  not,  without  the  assistance  of  this  officer. 
Mr.  Speaker,  when  he  saw  the  Harbour  Board 
Bills,  very  soon  found  out  that  they  were  private 
Bills,  and  he  thought  other  honorable  members 
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ooold  do  the  same.  If  tbe  Hoaie  was  going  in 
for  economy,  this  was  a  very  good  opportunity 
for  displayme  it.  This  office  was  established  to 
raise  money  ror  a  special  purpose,  and  that  pur- 
pose had  been  accomplished,  and  they  might  now 
very  well  do  away  with  the  office.  His  experi- 
ence of  the  office  was  that  it  was  an  unmixed 
nuisance,  and  that  it  sometimes  led  to  wrong 
being  done.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  exist- 
ence of  the  telegraph  in  the  case  to  which  he 
referred,  the  Bill  would  have  been  thrown  out. 
It  is  now  law. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  Committee  ought  to  be 
yery  careful  as  to  what  it  did  with  regard  to  this 
department.  The  Harbour  Bills  to  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton  referred  were  of  a 
doubtful  character — that  is,  doubtful  as  to  whe- 
ther they  were  public  or  prirate,  and  those  were 
the  Bills  Mr.  Speaker  dealt  with.  But  there 
were  other  Bills  brought  in  avowedly  as  prirate 
Bills;  and  if  this  office  was  swept  away,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  introduce  such  Bills  at  bH  in 
conformity  with  the  Standing  Orders.  In  all 
Houses  of  Assembly,  machinery  similar  to  ours 
was  prorided  for  the  introduction  of  private 
Bills,  and  for  the  investigation  and  considera- 
tion of  the  evidence  brought  forward  by  the  pro- 
moters. It  was  necessary,  for  the  protection  of 
private  interests,  that  Bills  interfering  with  pri- 
vate property  should  be  dealt  with  in  an  excep- 
tional manner. 

Mr.  BUBNS  thought  the  Minister  of  Justice 
was  scarcely  stating  the  case  fairly.  The  fact 
was  that  the  office  was  first  created,  and  then  the 
Standing  Orders  were  passed  to  fit  it ;  whereas  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  trying  to  show  that  it 
was  iust  the  reverse.  If  the  honorable  member 
would  look  back  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
some  ten  or  eleven  years  ago,  he  would  see  that 
this  office  was  constituted  in  order  that  the  fees 
arising  from  it  might  go  to  the  library.  That 
being  the  case,  the  sooner  the  office  was  got  rid 
of  the  better. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  member 
was  entirely  mistaken.  The  office  was  first  created, 
and  then  it  was  decided  that  the  fees  should  be 
devoted  to  the  library.  Stonding  Orders  which 
were  founded  on  those  of  the  Iiiiperial  Parlia- 
ment were  adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  in- 
habitants of  New  Zealand.  They  provided  a 
machinery  by  which,  if  a  private  person  or  cor- 
poration wished  to  bring  in  a  Bill  affecting  the 
private  property  of  individuals,  they  were  bound 
to  give  proper  notice  to  those  individuals.  This 
officer  had  to  see  that  the  proper  notice  was  given, 
so  that  the  persons  affected  could  appear  before 
the  House,  and  be  heard  in  their  own  behalf.  It 
miffht  not  be  the  best  way  to  deal  with  private 
Bifls ;  but  the  House  was  bound  to  prevent  the 
property  of  private  individuals  being  affected 
without  their  receiving  due  notice.  Under  the 
Standing  Orders,  this  office  must  be  kept  up  until 
some  otherprovision  was  made. 

Mr.  BOwEN  must  again  point  out  that  this 
office  was  abioluteW  necessary,  as  business  was 
now  carried  on.  Ue  was  given  to  understand 
that  the  process  of  dealing  with  private  Bills  by 
the  FarUament  of  New  Zealand  was  lees  complex 


and  expensive  than  that  in  force  in  any  other 
House  of  Parliament.  The  fees  had  also  been 
very  much  reduced,  having  been  lowered  from 
£70  or  £80  to  £25. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  it  was  neoessair  that  this  £50 
should  be  voted,  if  only  to  pay  the  clerk  of  the 
office.  He  would,  however,  like  to  ask  whether 
the  fees  collected  and  charges  made  would  not 
cover  all  the  expenses  of  the  office.  If  that  were 
the  case  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  the  House 
to  pass  special  votes  for  the  office. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  pointed  out  that  the 
Standing  Orders  said  that  the  fees  should  go  to 
the  library. 

Mr.  BUBNS  would  like  to  know  when  those 
Standing  Orders  were  passed.  If  it  was  in  1865, 
they  were  simply  passed  to  bolster  up  this  office. 
He  could  very  well  recollect  the  discussion  upon 
this  subject.  He  might  add  that  a  great  many 
Bills  were  brought  into  the  House  which  should 
have  passed  as  public  Bills,  but  which  were  sent 
to  this  office,  and,  after  costing  a  great  deal  of 
money,  were  declared  to  be  private  Bilk.  The 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  would  bear 
him  out  in  saying  that  such  was  the  case.  The 
sooner  the  office  was  done  awav  with  the  better, 
and  let  all  Bills  be  introduced  into  the  House 
directly  and  dealt  with  on  their  merits. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the  average  of  pri- 
vate Bills  introduced  during  the  last  five  or  six 
years  was  only  four. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  a  most  expensive  Bill  was 
introduced  in  the  year  alter  this  office  was  first 
established. 

M^or  ATKINSON  said  the  office  was  not 
constituted  until  1871.  Up  to  that  time'  there 
was  only  a  clerk  in  the  office :  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  did  all  the  work,  and  the  Standing 
Orders  were  much  more  voluminous  than  they 
were  at  present. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  would  bear  him  out  in  saying  that 
in  1866  the^  introduced  a  Bill,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  this  office,  and  which  cost  £800  before 
it  was  finished  with.  He  was  sure  the  Premier 
was  wrong.  There  was  a  Private  Bill  Office 
established  in  1865,  and  honorable  members  who 
were  in  this  House  in  that  and  the  following 
year  would  remember  the  very  great  expense  and 
trouble  the  then  honorable  member  for  Coleridge 
had  in  gettinga  Bill  of  his  passed. 

Sir  Gh.  QtKEY  wished  to  remark  that,  if  the 
Minister  for  Justice  and  the  .Minister  for  Public 
Works  were  correct  in  .stating  that  only  four 
private  Bills  had  gone  through  the  House  during 
the  last  four  years,  that  would  mean  that  the 
public  had  had  to  pay  £100  for  each  Bill. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  explained  that  four  BUls 
was  the  average  per  year  for  the  last  four  years. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  that  if  that  were  the 
case,  there  surely  was  no  necessity  for  paying 
£200  or  £250  a  year  for  such  a  small  amount 
of  work.  There  were  three  Parliamentary  Clerks, 
and  surely  one  of  them  could  perform  all  the 
duties  of  this  office.  The  Government  ought 
to  set  their  .faces  gainst  such  a  vote. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  thought  those  honorable 
gentlemen  who  opposed  the  vote  had  very  good 
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gronndi  for  doing  lo.  There  was  no  department 
which  ATe  so  httle  0atiBfaetion  and  created  so 
mudi  duoonteni.  He  woald  certainly  support 
the  motion  for  striking  oat  the  vote. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  said  the  work  for  this  year 
had  already  been  done,  and,  as  the  amount  was 
only  £60,  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  pass 
the  Tote  without  farther  waste  of  time. 

Mr.  P£A:KGB  said  he  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Selection  for  a  number  of  years, 
aad  in  that  capacity  had  been  brought  into  con- 
taot  with  this  officer,  who  threw  an  amount  of 
aeal  into  his  duties  that  was  yery  commendable. 
It  was  absolutely  necessary  that  some  officer 
fHouId  perform  those  duties,  and  they  could  not 
be  better  attended  to  than  they  were  at  present. 

Mr.  SWAN30N  looked  upon  the  office  as  a 
great  nuisance,  It  was  not  so  much  the  £50  or 
the  bother  that  he  objected  to,  but  seyere  pres- 
•ors  was  absolutely  brought  to  bear  upon  any  one 
who  had  charge  of  a  prirate  Bill,  to  compel  him 
to  employ  a  parliamentary  agent,  who  charged 
about  £100  for  his  serrices,  and  did  nothing  more 
than  ear-wig  and  lobby  members  to  induce  them 
to  pass  the  Bill.  He  looked  upon  the  oMce  as  an 
immized  nuisance,  and  a  means  of  extorting 
money  from  the  public.  There  were  officers  in 
the  House  who  could  yery  well  perform  these 
duties,  and  he  would  strongly  support  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  yote. 

Question  put,  "That  the  item,  'Examiner 
of  Standing  Orders,  £50,'  be  struck  out  ;*'  upon 
which  a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         24 

Noes         24 

ATB8. 


Hr.  Ballance, 

Ifr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Biyce, 

Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Steyens, 

Sir  &.  Grey, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Maciarlane, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Tellert, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr,  Mnrray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Wakefield. 

No 

SB. 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bolleston, 

Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  FiUroy, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.Lamaob, 

Tellers, 

Mr.  Lunsden, 

Mr.  Pearoe, 

Mr.  a.  McLean, 

Mr.  Sheehan. 

The  CHAIRMAN  sai< 

i  he  beliered  it  was  abso- 

lotely  neoessary,  as  long 

as  ibey  had  pziTate  Bills 

the  House,  to  haye  such  an  officer, 
[e  would  therefore  gire  his  yote  with  the  Noes, 
in  order  that  this  officer  should  be  retained. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatiyed. 

Mr.  WASON  moved,  That  the  item  "Library, 
£600,"  be  reduced  by  £400.  He  thought  this 
department  might  fairly  be  assisted  by  members 
themselyes.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  yery  fair 
thing  if  a  subscription  were  paid  by  members 
using  the  library.  He  did  not  see  why  the 
country  should  be  called  upon  to  support  such 
an  institution,  any  more  than  it  should  be  called 
upon  to  support  Bellamy's.  He  did  not  see  why 
something  should  not  be  deducted  from  the 
honorarium  to  support  this  institution. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Ghoremment  whether 
they  would  bring  down,  in  the  supplementary 
estimates,  an  increase  of  £25  in  the  salary  of 
the  Assistant-Librarian.  He  was  sure  the  pre- 
sent saUry  of  £146  was  inadequate. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  salary  was  no 
doubt  yery  small,  and  the  Gx)yemment  would 
take  the  matter  into  consideration. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  thought  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  to  strike  out  any  sum  put  down  for  the 
library.  He  thought  that  library  woald  be  the 
nucleus  of  a  great  national  library.  In  that 
library  they  had  an  institution  of  which  the 
whole  colony  ought  to  feel  proud. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  in  what  direction  the 
yote  of  £600  was  to  bo  expended  ?  Was  it  for 
the  purchase  of  books  P 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  would  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  ANDREW  disagreed  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Coleridge.  He  thought  there  was  a 
wide  difference  between  yoting  money  for  Bel- 
lamVs  and  yotine  money  for  the  library.  The 
food  supplied  in  JBellamy's  became  mere  waste, 
while  the  food  to  their  minds  supplied  by  the 
library  remained  for  oyer.  Besides,  if  matters 
became  so  bad  as  was  anticipated,  and  they  had 
to  realize  their  assets,  he  thought  they  could 
realize  something  upon  the  library,  while  they 
certainly  would  not  be  able  to  realize  anything 
upon  what  was  supplied  at  Bellamy's. 

Mr.  BURNS  found  that  a  great  many  books 
were  missing  from  the  libraiy.  He  thought  that 
was  a  fair  subject  for  consideration.  Was  the 
library  intended  solely  for  the  use  of  members, 
or  had  anybody  outside  the  members  or  officers 
of  the  House  a  right  to  use  the  library  ?  There 
were  a  great  many  books  missing  at  present. 
There  was  no  record  of  them  to  be  found  in  the 
library.  Members  ought  to  know  who  had  the 
right  to  take  books  out  in  addition  to  membem 
of  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  MACFARLANE  had  seen  books  from  the 
libraiy  in  priyate  houses  in  Wellmgton,  and  he 
wondered  how  Ihey  came  there.  He  hoped  the 
Librarian  would  pay  attention  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  WASON  must  object  to  the  yote  for  the 
libraiy,  because  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  perqui- 
site to  honorable  members  ;  and  on  that  account 
it  was  most  objectionable.  If  members  were  not 
paid  sufficiently,  let  them  increase  the  honorarium. 
If  the  institution  parcook  of  the  nature  of  a  public 
libraiy,  it  ought  to  be  open  to  the  public  free. 
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He  could  not  see  why  members  ahould  enjoy  an 
exclusive  priyilege  of  this  sort  at  the  expense  of 
the  country.  Some  honorable  members  appeared 
to  think  that  a  reduction  of  £400  was  too  great, 
and  he  would  be  willing  to  accept  a  reduction  of 
£800.  It  would  not  be  an  unfair  thing  to  ask 
honorable  members  to  subscribe  something  to 
the  library,  and  in  that  case  they  would  pay  more 
careful  attention  to  the  books  than  they  did  now, 
and  would  take  more  interest  in  the  library. 

Sir  E.  DOUG-LAS  thought  honorable  members 
had  better  advocate  a  clean  sweep.  Let  them  go 
in  for  the  whole  thing,  and  not  for  trifles.  Let 
them  sit  upon  chairs  or  upon  nothing  at  all ;  and 
let  them  conduct  their  proceedings  in  the  old 
fashion,  when  people  were  summoned  to  meet 
together  by  the  sound  of  a  horn. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that,  if  the  proposal  to 
reduce  the  library  rote  had  come  from  the  de- 
mocratic revolutionaiy  mob  of  Otago  or  Auck- 
land, he  would  not  hare  been  surprised ;  but  why 
a  member  from  the  aristocratic,  learned,  and 
polite  Proyince  of  Canterbuir  should  make  such 
a  Jack  Cade  motion  as  this,  he  could  not  under- 
stand. He  could  only  suppose  the  honorable 
member  was  in  jest. 

Mr.  SWANSON  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  fact  that  some  rare  and  valuable 
books  had  been  missing  from  the  library  for  a 
long  time,  and  the  Librarian  could  not  obtain  any 
trace  of  them.  He  thought  it  advisable  that 
members  should  be  allowed  to  take  books  home 
with  them,  giving  security  for  their  return ;  but 
under  the  present  rules  that  could  not  be  done. 
In  the  Province  of  Auckland,  members  of  the 
Provincial  Council  used  to  take  books  home  with 
them.  Too  much  money  was,  he  thought,  spent 
in  buying  novels  and  light  reading ;  and  it  should 
be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  only  to  spend 
the  money  upon  books  of  real  use. 

Mr.  REES  would  support  the  proposal  to  re- 
duce the  vote  by  £300.  He  thought  they  did  not 
want  to  expend  so  large  a  sum  as  £600  in  twelve 
months,  unless  there  were  some  special  additions 
to  the  works  members  desired  to  get,  which 
might  cost  a  large  sum  of  money.  He  under- 
stood this  vote  would  be  supplemented  from  fees 
for  private  Bills.  He  had  no  vrish  to  go  in 
for  abolishing  the  library,  or  to  make  members 
pay  for  it,  but  he  thought  there  was  something 
m  the  suggestion  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton  made  with  respect  to  the  class  of  books 
which  were  purchased.  It  would  be  desirable  to 
obtain  such  books  as  would  be  of  use  to  honor- 
able members  for  matters  of  reference,  and  in 
preparing  them  to  discharge  their  legislative 
duties. 

Mr.  WASON  would  inform  the  honorable 
member  for  Bodney  that  he  was  perfectly  serious 
in  making  the  proposal  he  did.  He  would  rpfer 
to  the  fact  that  during  the  recess  certain  people  in 
Wellington  had  the  rip;ht  to  take  out  books  with- 
out paying  any  subscription  whatever,  and  he  did 
not  imderstand  upon  what  principle  of  justice 
that  could  be  done.  In  all  the  small  libraries  in 
Canterbury,  people  had  to  pay  something  for  the 
privilege  oi  taking  out  books,  if  they  had  not  the 
ubcafy  to  go  to. 


Sir  a.  GBEY  hoped  the  vote  would  not  be 
reduced.  A  national  library  ought  to  be  estab- 
lished in  New  Zealand.  He  quite  thought  that 
during  the  recess  people  should  not  be  allowed  to 
take  books  out  of  the  library,  but  they  might  be 
allowed  to  read  them  there. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  was  sorry  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Coleridge  had  not  mooted  the  matter 
in  jest,  -because  the  reasons  given  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  reducing  the  vote  were  most 
illogical.  If  the  library  were  abolished  it  would 
be  round  that  there  would  be  a  difficulty,  in  keep- 
ing a  House,  for  members  would  not  attend  for 
five  or  six  months. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  believed  that  very  few 
people  indeed  took  books  out  of  the  library  dur- 
ing the  recess  under  the  new  regulations.  Per- 
mission was  given  to  read  the  books  in  the 
library. 

Sir  a.  GBEY  thought  that  £600  was  not  too 
much.  It  was  essential  that  they  should  go  on 
collecting  books.  Books  which  were  now  common 
would  in  centuries  to  come  be  great  curiosities.  A 
few  good  books  would  cost  £6i90.  For  instance, 
a  copy  of  the  first  Shakespeare  could  not  be  pur- 
chased under  £750.  It  might  be  said  to  be  omy  a 
curiosity,  but,  af^r  all,  the  English  race  would 
always  feel  pride  on  looking  at  the  original  of  this 
great  author's  productions.  The  spelling  would 
also  be  ofgreat  interest  for  years  to  come. 

Mr.  BifBNS  explained  that  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  any  persons  in  Wellington  using  the 
library,  but  thought  the  practice  of  not  returning 
books  should  if  possible  be  put  a  stop  to.  He 
■believed  members  themselves  were  in  this  respect 
chiefly  to  blame. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  could 
hardly  consent  to  the  vote  for  Bellamy's  being 
omitted  this  session,  as  expenses  had  been  already 
incurred  under  it,  the  Steward  having  been  paid 
his  salary.  He  himself  objected  to  see  the  item 
on  the  estimates,  and  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  place  any  sum  on  the  esti- 
mates next  year. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  said  he  would  withdraw  his 
amendment  if  he  understood  the  Steward  was 
to  be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  session  was  over. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  oould  not  give  that 
promise,  as  it  was  probable  the  Steward  would  be 
kept  on  as  housekeepei*,  or  in  some  other  capacity. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  was  glad  this  item  would  not 
again  appear  on  the  estimates,  as  it  was  not  very 
creditable.  At  the  same  time,  he  wished  to  ex- 
plain that  it  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
vote  went  to  provide  dinners,  or  otherwise  than  in 
furnishing  the  necessaiy  crockery  and  plate.  He 
thought  the  Bellamy's  Committee  was  too  large, 
and  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  it  were 
arranged  by  a  Committee  of  seven,  to  be  divided 
into  three  Sub-committees,  each  having  special 
functions.  He  thought  the  establishment  should 
be  self-supporting. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  that,  as  he  had  been  in- 
formed that  the  vote  was  to  meet  expenses 
already  incurred,  he  would  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw his  amendment. 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Item  as  reduced,  £30,806  26.,  agreed  to. 
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Progrefs  was  reported.  Mid  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  amounted  at  half-past  two  o'clock 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednuday,  Vlth  October,  1876. 


CRnm  BedrcM  Bill— S»bbit  NoiMDoe  Bill— Counties  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Spxakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'dock. 

FSJlTXBfl. 

CBOWN  BBDBSSS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  would  endea- 
voar  to  trespass  as  briefly  as  possible  on  the  time 
of  the  Ooundl,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  to  be 
hoped  thej  were  now  approaching  too  late  a 
period  of  the  session  to  allow  of  such  time  for  the 
ecmsideration  of  an  important  measure  like  this 
••  it  deserved,  and  such  time  as  it  would  require 
in  order  to  pass  it  in  a  state  in  which  it  would 
give  effect  to  the  desires  of  those  on  whose  motion 
it  was  introduced.  The  Council  was  well  aware 
that  a  srsat  wrong  had  been  inflicted  upon  a 
certain  body  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  New 
Zealand— the  Natives  of  the  Middle  Island— in 
matters  connected  with  the  acquisition  of  their 
lands  by  the  Crown  in  former  years.  When  he 
spoke  of  the  acquisition  of  their  lands  by  the 
Crown,  of  course  ne  meant  the  cession  of  them  to 
the  New  Zealand  Company.  Efforts  had  been 
made  from  time  to  time,  during  many  sessions^ 
to  |et  this  wrong  remedied.  But  at  last  the 
Natives,  left  to  their  own  resources,  had  employed 
Boropean  draftsmen  to  prepare  a  measure  by 
which  the  claims  which  they  beUeved  themselves 
to  have  against  the  Crown  should  be  capable  of 
being  heud  before  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
Goort  of  AppeiJ.  It  was  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions received  from  the  Natives  interested 
that  "  The  Crown  Bedress  Act,  1871,"  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  was  drafted  by  an  eminent  firm 
ol  solicitors  in  Dunedin.  The  wrongs  to  which 
be  refrrrsd  were  simply  these:  He  would  only 
take  one  class,  in  order  not  to  protract  discussion. 
He  would  simply  take  the  question  regarding  the 
ceesion  of  the  Ngaitaha  Block,  of  some  20,000,000 
acres,  to  the  Crown.  The  negotiations  for  the 
piirchase  of  that  block  were  commenced  by  Mr. 
Kemp,  under  instructions  from  the  GK>veroor,  in 
1B4S.  A  deed  was  drawn  out  by  that  gentleman 
and  signed  by  some  of  the  Natives.  Mr.  Kemp 
did  not  obey  his  instructions,  which  were  to  visit 
the  block  and  arrange  with  the  Natives  for  their 
consent,  and  to  see  that  reserves  were  laid  out  for 
them.  He  neglected  those  instructions.  He  did 
not  set  foot  upon  the  block,  but  had  interviews 
with  the  Natives  at  two  places  situated  outside 
the  limits  of  the  block ;  and  at  one  of  those  places 
a  deed  was  signed  purporting  to  convey  the 
whole  of  those  lands  to  Her  Maiesty.  Now,  to 
this  deed  the  great  majority  of  the  Natives  con- 
ocnied  were  not  parties.    When  the  deed  was 


brought  to  Wellington,  it  was  submitted  to  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  declared  not  to 
be  worth  the  parchment  upon  which  it  waa 
written.  Later  in  that  year,  the  Qoremment, 
wishing  that  so  important  a  negotiation  should 
not  fall  through  altogether,  despatched  another 
officer  to  induce  the  Natives  who  had  not  been 
consulted  to  come  in  under  the  terms  of  the 
deed,  which  had  been  signed  by  some  of  the 
Natives  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Eemp.  Seeing 
that  half  of  the  money  payable  under  the  deea 
had  already  been  distributed  to  other  people, 
without  the  Natives  whose  signatures  were 
required  having  been  consulted,  special  means 
had  to  be  adopted  to  induce  them  to  become 
purties  to  the  cession,  and  the  officer  nego- 
tiating the  transaction  informed  the  Natives 
that,  after  all,  the  monejr  consideration  was  by 
no  means  the  main  consideration — that  the  real 
compensation  for  the  cession  of  their  territory 
would  be  in  tbe  erection  of  schools  for  the  in- 
struction of  their  children,  the  appointment  of 
medical  officers  to  attend  upon  them  when  sick, 
and  the  appointment  also  of  other  officers  to  look 
after  their  interests  generally,  and  to  see  that  in 
their  closer  relations  with  the  Europeans  they 
were  not  unduly  imposed  upon.  The  officer  had 
to  utter  these  promises  before  he  could  persuade 
the  Natives  that  they  would  bo  justified  in  giving 
up  their  lands  and  signing  a  deed  as  to  which 
they  had  never  been  consulted.  The  rest  of  the 
proceedings  for  the  purchase  were,  on  that  under- 
standing, conducted  peaceably  enough  to  a  dose. 
The  last  instalment  of  the  purohaM  monej  was 
paid,  and  the  Crown  stepped  into  possession  of 
the  block,  which  extended  on  the  East  Coast  from 
Kaiapoi  down  to  Eaiheku,  at  the  back  of  tiie 
Molynenx,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  island 
from  Cape  Foulwind  down  to  Milford  Haven. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  no  efficient  steps — 
no  steps  worthy  of  the  Crown  in  whose  name  the 
promises  were  made — had  been  taken  to  redeem 
those  promises.  The  consequence  was,  that  a 
whole  generation,  or,  he  might  say,  a  generation 
and  a  half,  of  the  people  who  were  entitled  to 
education  and  the  other  minor  benefits  promised, 
had  grown  up  in  ignorance  even  of  our  language, 
and  no  more  capable  of  looking  after  their  own 
interests  than  they  were  before.  Of  course  it  was 
impossible  to  assess  at  any  money  value  fair  com- 
pensation for  a  wrong  like  that  Other  promises 
made  to  the  Natives  referred  to  another  purchase 
—that  of  the  Otaihu  Block,  of  400,000  acres. 
That  purchase  was  made  bv  the  New  Zealand 
Company,  by  the  waiver  of  the  Crown's  right  of 
pre-emption ;  and,  in  accordance  with  the  system 
of  purchase  which  the  Crown  had  insisted  upon, 
the  Company  adhering  to  in  all  its  purchases, 
one-tenth  of  the  surveyed  lands  was  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  Natives.  At  the  request  of  tha 
agent  of  the  company,  the  officer  employed  by 
the  Qovernment  abstained  from  entering  this 
specially  in  the  deed  of  cession  to  the  company, 
and,  of  course,  the  promises  were  never  fulfillea. 
For  these  and  for  other  reasons  the  Natives  de- 
sired permission  to  plead  in  the  Courts  of  the 
colony ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  as 
they  were  advised,  they  had  no  standing  before 
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the  Coartt.  The  object  of  this  Bill,  therefore, 
was  to  give  them  that  position.  He  had  read  the 
Bill  carefully,  but,  being  only  a  layman,  he  did 
not  profess  to  be  able  to  jadge  whether  it  would 
or  would  not  give  them  the  status  they  desired, 
or  put  them  in  a  position  to  plead.  On  tbe  con- 
trary, he  tbouffht  that,  inasmuch  as  the  20th 
clause  made,  atter  all,  a  political  body  the  body 
which  was  to  decide  whether  or  not  they  would 
get  any  compensation  awarded  to  them,  the  Bill 
would  not  be  likely  to  give  the  Natives  the  posi- 
tion they  desired,  and,  consequently,  he  thought 
it  would  be  very  much  better  that  the  subject 
should  be  carefully  considered  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council,  and  a  Bill  prepared  which 
would  give  the  Natives  what  they  r^ly  desired. 
It  womd  be  an  advantage  to  adopt  that  course, 
because  he  did  not  think  that  any  Government 
had  of  late  years  held  office  which  would  not — 
or  the  individual  members  of  which  would  not — 
gladly  do  everything  in  their  power  to  remedy 
this  wrong.  But^  at  the  same  time,  they  must 
not  shut  their  eyes  to  this  fact,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  a  G-ovemment  which  would  really 
recognise  the  claims  of  these  Natives  to  hope  to 
carry  a  measure  which  would  result  in  giving 
them  by  Act  of  Parliament  a  &ir  and  reasonable 
compensation  for  their  wrongs.  It  was  only  by 
the  award  of  a  judicial  Court  that  they  could 
hope  to  get  this  remedy.  No  man  could  face  his 
constituents  with  a  prospect  of  re-election  who 
would  be  a  party  to  doing  justice  in  this  case. 
He  said  that  deliberately.  Ue  was  prepared  for 
severe  remarks  to  be  made  in  consequence  of  that 
statement ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  believed  that  no 
Government  could  hold  office  for  any  appreciable 
period  after  having  endeavoured  to  press    for 

E roper  recognition  of  these  claims  upon  tbe  Legis- 
iture  of  tne  colony  under  the  circumstances; 
and  as  he  held  that  it  would  be  necessary  that 
this  subject  should  be  considered  by  a  Select 
Committee,  and  as  it  was  now  really  too  late  to 
hope  that  such  a  Committee  could  come  to  a 
satisfactory  termination  of  its  labours  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  and  understanding  also  from 
very  good  authority  that  the  GK>vemment  itself 
was  opposed  to  the  matter,  he  thought  it  would 
be  merely  a  waste  of  time  to  press  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Bill  on  the  Council  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  would,  therefore,  be  quite  willing 
to  take  the  decision  of  the  Council  on  the  voices 
as  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  moved 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLBN  was  sure  his  honor- 
able friend  would  admit  that  there  had  never 
been  on  his  part,  or  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  was  a  member,  any  indispo- 
sition to  admit  tbe  just  claims  of  the  Natives  to 
redress,  or  to  take  such  steps  as  were  in  their 
power  at  the  time  to  satisfy  their  reasonable 
claims.  If  he  thought  the  object  his  honor- 
able friend  had  in  view  in  introducing  this 
Bill  could  be  accomplished,  he  would  certainly 
not  be  found  opposing  its  second  reading ;  but  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  practical  result  of  the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  and  its  being  brought  into 
operation,  would  be  simply  the  incurring  of  con- 
siderable expense  on  the  part  of  the  Natives,  or 


on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  facts  which,  as  far  as  he  understood, 
were  not  disputed.  The  honorable  member  had 
referred  to  two  particular  classes  of  claims — one 
arising  out  of  the  purchase  of  the  Ngaitahu 
Block,  and  the  other  the  claim  of  the  Natives  to 
what  was  known  as  the  New  Zealand  Company's 
tenths.  His  honorable  friend  was  aware  of  the 
steps  the  Government  had  already  taken  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Native  sellers  of  the 
Ngaitahu  Block,  and  he  knew,  no  doubt,  that 
the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  had 
given  it  as  his  opinion  that  substantially  these 
claims  of  the  Natives  with  respect  to  their  land 
had  been  satisfied  by  the  action  of  that  Court, 
and  that  all  that  remained  to  be  performed  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  was  the  recognition 
of  some  moral  obligations  for  providing  schools, 
hospitals,  and  attendance  to  the  sick;  which 
moral  obligations  it  had  been  the  strenuous  desire 
of  the  Government  in  late  years  to  fulfil.  He 
admitted,  as  readily  as  his  honorable  friend  him- 
self, that  the  Government  in  the  early  days  had 
not  done  all  that  it  might  have  done  under  the 
circumstances;  but  after  the  facts  had  been 
brought  with  sufficient  prominence  under  its  notice, 
steps  were  taken  to  afford  redress,  which  ought 
to  nave  been  taken  long  before.  With  respect 
to  the  New  Zealand  Company's  tenths,  there  was 
no  doubt  of  the  fiu;t  that  in  the  original  purchase 
on  account  of  the  New  Zealand  Company,  the 
promise  to  reserve  these  tenths  was  niade;  but 
there  was  also  little  doubt  that,  on  account  of 
technicalities  which  he  would  not  refer  to,  there 
was  no  existing  legal  right  on  the  part  of  the 
Natives  to  the  carrying  out  of  that  agreement. 
That  there  was  a  claim,  a  moral  claim,  he  was  not 
disposed  to  doubt;  but  he  thought  that  claim, 
whatever  it  was,  might  be  ascertained  and  satis- 
fied by  other  means  than  those  which  were  pro- 
posed to  be  provided  by  this  Bill,  the  absolute 
and  certain  effect  of  which  would,  as  he  had  said, 
be  to  involve  either  the  Native  claimants  them- 
selves or  the  Crown  in  a  very  considerable  ' 
amount  of  legal  expense,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  facts  which  were  easily  ascertain- 
able, and  were  not  denied  upon  either  side.  He 
thought  that  there  was  another  way  very  much 
better  than  that ;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  if  his 
honorable  friend  would  appl^  himself  to  the 
settlement  of  that  question  with  the  same  per- 
severance and  desire  to  obtain  justice  for  his 
friends  in  the  South  IsUnd  which  had  character- 
ized his  conduct  for  years  past,  his  efforts  at  no 
very  distant  time  would  be  crowned  with  success. 
At  present,  he  trusted  his  honorable  friend  would 
not  proceed  with  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  did  not  nse  to  speak 
on  the  subject  of  the  Bill  generally ;  but  as  the 
honorable  mover  clearly  implied  that  the  Go- 
yemment  had  failed  in  the  performance  of  its 
engaeements  so  far  as  regarded  providing  educa- 
tions establishments  for  the  Natives  in  the 
Middle  Island,  he  thought  it  was  only  fair  that 
attention  should  be  called  to  a  report  which  was 
on  the  table,  and  which,  amidst  the  mass  of  par- 
liamentaiy  papers,  might  have  escaped  the  atten- 
tion of  honorable  memben,  which  showed  how 
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ihftt  subjeet  leally  atood.  If  the  Council  would 
bear  with  him,  he  would  read  a  portion  of  the  re- 
port It  wae  by  the  Bey.  Mr.  Stack,  Inspector  of 
Schools,  who  reported  to  the  GoTemment  on  the 
•abject  senerally  of  the  education  of  the  Natiyes 
of  the  Middle  Island.  Honorable  gentlemen  who 
knew  the  writer  would,  he  was  sure,  admit  that 
he  was  not  at  all  a  man  who  would  write  with 
anj  bias  against  the  Natiyes :  he  had  laboured 
amongst  the  Maoris  nearly  the  whole  of  his  life, 
aad  was  one  of  their  best  friends.    He  said, — 

"  I  haye  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  of  my 
inspection  of  the  Native  schools  in  Nelson  and 
Oanterbury  for  the  year  ending  June,  1876.  The 
number  of  Natiye  and  half-caste  children  in  the 
South  Island,  under  fifteen  years,  may  be  roughly 
set  down  at  900 ;  allowing  ror  those  who  are  too 
young  to  attend  school,  there  must  be  about  600 
ohiidien  who  ought  to  be  under  instruction.  The 
return  attached  to  my  report  shows  that  209 
were  present  at  the  seyeral  inspections  held  by 
me.  Adding  the  occasional  attendants,  and  those 
who  may  be  receiying  instruction  priyately,  the 
number  being  educat^  may  be  set  down  at  250, 
or  half  the  number  who  ought  to  be  at  school. 
If  this  result  does  not  seem  satisfactory,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  education  of  the  Native 
children  is  being  carried  on  against  the  determined 
opposition  of  a  Isrge  portion  of  the  adult  popula- 
tion. 

"Byery  facility  has  been  giyen  to  the  Native 
parents  to  educate  their  children.  Not  only  have 
schools  been  provided  for  them  by  the  Q-overn- 
ment,  but  they  have  been  relieyed  of  the  cost  of 
maintaining  them.  All  the  Maoris  require  to  do 
ia  to  send  their  children,  but  this  a  great  many 
refuse  to  do ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  interest 
taken  in  the  matter  by  the  local  Government 
officers,  and  such  influential  Natives  as  Kerei 
Taiaroa,  Irai  Tihau,  and  Te  Bore,  the  number  of 
Natiye  children  receiving  instruction  would  be 
exceedingly  small.  It  is  hardly  possible  for  those 
who  have  not  eiperienoed  the  senseless  opposition 
offered  by  many  of  the  Natives  to  the  attempts 
made  to  educate  their  children  to  understand  how 
people  usually  so  intelligent  can  refuse  to  avail 
themselves  of  those  institutions  which  can  alone 
restore  their  race  to  a  position  of  influence  in  the 
State.  The  absence  of  schools  supplies  the  Maoris 
with  a  good  cry  that  they  are  neglected;  when 
they  are  provided  with  them,  they  either  do  not 
not  send  their  children,  or,  if  they  do,  they  seem 
at  nains  to  hinder  their  advancement  in  learning. 
Only  in  a  few  solita^  instances  do  the  parents 
renaer  hearty  assistance  to  the  teacher,  and 
encourage  him  in  bis  arduous  work.  -It  is  hope- 
leas  to  expect  any  improvement  as  long  as  the 
Maoris  beUeve  that  by  letting  their  children  grow 
up  in  ignorance  they  are  strengthening  their 
claims  to  compensation  for  their  Umds.  The  only 
effectual  rem^ly  would  be  to  make  education 


r  going  on  to  enforoe  that  view  of  the  case, 
he  states, — 

**  Under  all  the  circumstances,  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  for  congratulation  that  the  attendance  at 
the  schools  is  hurger  by  64  this  year  than  last ; 
and  although  this  incrsase  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 


opening  of  three  new  schools,  it  is  satis&ctory  as 
giving  evidence  that,  instead  of  losing,  we  have,  on 
the  whole,  gained  ground." 

That  would,  he  thought,  show  that,  whatever 
might  haye  been  the  case  in  times  past,  the  GK>- 
yemment  at  the  present  time  was  not  neglecting 
its  duty  in  the  Middle  Island  in  making  provi- 
sion for  the  education  of  the  Natives.  He  might 
say,  however,  in  regard  to  the  schools  in  Canter- 
bury, with  respect  to  which  further  particulars 
were  contained  in  that  report,  that  the  Kaiapoi 
school  had  for  many  years  been  very  liberally  as- 
sisted by  the  GK>yemment;  and  he  knew,  from 
communication  with  Mr.  Stack,  that  the  difficulty 
was  to  get  the  Natives  to  send  their  children  to 
school  and  to  keep  them  there.  The  school  autho- 
rities at  last  resorted  to  a  system  of  boarding  the 
children,  for  so  long  as  they  were  merely  day- 
scholars  it  was  impossible  to  keep  them.  He  knew 
that  in  this,  as  in  other  matters,  so  far  at  any  rate 
as  the  province  was  concerned  in  which  he  resided, 
eyery  fair  claim  which  had  been  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Natives  had  always  been  recognized  by  the 
Provincial  Government.  He  was  present  at  the 
sitting  of  the  Native  Land  Court  in  Cbristohurch 
to  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  had  referred, 
and  the  Judge  said  there  that  nothing  oould 
be  more  fair  and  liberal  than  the  recognition  by 
the  Provincial  Government  of  Canterbury  of  any 
claim  he  thought  reasonable,  and  every  provision 
he  thought  should  be  made  for  the  Natives. 
At  that  time  there  were  considerable  reserves 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives.  They  chose 
them  themselves,  but  unfortunately  made  a  bad 
selection.  Still,  the  Judge  thought  that  all  that 
was  fair  and  right  was  done  by  the  Provincial 
Government  at  the  time.  Of  course,  he  could  not 
speak  on  the  subject  so  fieu*  as  it  affected  other 
parts  of  the  Middle  Island ;  but  he  had  thought 
it  only  fair  to  the  Provincial  Government  of 
Canterbury  to  state  so  much. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  must  take  ex- 
ception to  what  his  honorable  friend  had  said 
about  the  Maoris  objecting  to  send  their  children 
to  school.  In  Otago  all  the  adult  Native  popula- 
tion were  educated ;  they  could  read  and  write 
and  cipher  yery  well.  They  were  taught  in 
former  years,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  knew,  by 
the  Weueyans.  But  the  Otago  GK>yemment  en- 
tirely neglected  them,  and  their  young  men  and 
young  women  were  uneducated.  It  was  only,  he 
thought,  within  the  last  two  years  that  a  school 
had  been  erected  at  WaikouaiU.  One  of  the 
ohie&  told  him  the  other  day  that  if,  when  he 
was  a  boy,  he  had  had  the  chance  of  getting  to 
school  he  would  now  be  a  clever  lawyer ;  and  he 
(Captain  Fraser)  trusted  they  would  soon  see 
that  very  man  in  Parliament,  and  there  could  not 
be  a  better  representative. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  the  Colonial 
Secretai^  began  by  speaking  of  the  great  expense 
which,  in  the  event  of  this  Bill  becoming  law, 
would  be  entailed  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
With  regard  to  that,  he  would  only  mention  in 
passing  that  it  was  an  aspect  of  Uie  question 
which  the  Natives  interested  had  not  failed  to 
recognise,  and  he  was  credibly  informed  that  they 
had  already  collected  a  fund  of  several  thousand 
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ponndi,  whioh  'wms  Ijhig  in  a  bank  and  qoite 
ready  to  be  inreited  in  law — honorable  gentlemen 
of  the  leffal  profoBsion  would  liiten  to  thii — the 
moment  the  Natives  had  a  status  in  the  Courts  of 
(he  oolony  in  regard  to  their  claim.  The  Natives, 
like  other  more  intelligent  savages,  were  rather 
fond  of  law,  and  they  too  oonld  appreciate  it  when 
the  judgment  was  on  their  side.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  had  referred  to  Judge  Fenton's  opinion 
on  this  case.  He  thought  it  was  a  great  pity 
the  Government  had  thought  proper  to  print 
that  opinion,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  a  proper 
outcome  of  the  circumstances  nnder  which  it  was 
called  for.  Last  s^sion  it  was  decided  by  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  that  the  (Governor 
should  appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to  investi- 
gate the  claims  of  the  Natives  and  make  a  report, 
which  was  not  to  be  binding  on  Parliament,  but 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  this  session.  The 
Gt>vemment  made  vain  efforts  to  cany  out  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  get  a  member  of  the  Commission  nominated  by 
the  Natives  against  whom  the  (Government  had 
not  an  insuperable  objection;  and  at  last  the 
Ghovemment  suggested  that  Judge  Fenton  should 
be  nominated  on  behalf  of  the  Qovemment.  That 
being  the  case,  the  Natives  came  to  him  (Mr. 
liantell)  for  advice,  and  he  advised  them 
that,  rather  than  endeavour  to  get  anybody  to 
act  who  would  not  be  a  match  for  the  Govern- 
ment Commissioner,  they  should  join  in  the 
nomination  of  Judge  Fenton,  and  leave  it  en- 
tirely to  him.  The  only  reason  they  did  not  do 
so,  he  believed,  was  that  that  gentleman  abso- 
lutely refused  to  leave  the  sunny  North  and  go 
to  the  bleak  South  to  take  evidence.  Therefore 
it  was  that  Judge  Fenton's  opinion  was  an  ex 
parte  opinion  j  and  he  did  not  seem  to  him  (B£r. 
Mantel!)  to  have  had  recourse  to  all  the  sources 
of  information.  He  seemed  to  have  taken  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Kemp,  but  not  that  of  Captain 
Symonds,  who  would  be  a  very  important  witness 
as  regarded  the  negotiations  for  the  Otaso  Block. 
With  all  submission  to  Judge  Fenton,  tot  whom 
no  one  had  a  higher  respnst  than  he  had,  he 
would  say  that  the  reading  of  that  document 
gave  him  the  impression  of  its  having  been 
written  in  one  of  those  mental  phases  that  men 
are  subject  to  when  a  question  is  forced  on  their 
consideration  which  they  would  rather  leave 
alone.  It  showed  the  sxoallest  possible  amount 
of  temper  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  He 
was  not  aware  of  the  phvsical  state  of  that 
gentleman's  health ;  but,  if  he  was  subject  to 
gout,  he  (Mr.  Mantell)  would  think  the  fit  was 
imminent  if  he  was  not  actually  suffering  from 
it.  He  did  not  think  it  was  worthy  of  that 
gentleman.  As  regarded  the  Native  Land 
Court  in  Canterbuir,  he  did  not  think  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had  said  more  than  was  justly 
due.  Nothing  could  be  fairer  or  more  liberal 
than  the  action  of  the  Canterbury  Government 
in  the  matter.  There  was  a  little  matter  of  mis- 
taken identity  on  that  occasion,  when  the  Judge 
of  the  Native  Land  Court  mistook  a  gentleman 
whom  they  all  highly  respected  for  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor.  That,  however,  had  since 
been  cured  by  legislation — the  very  legisktion 


which  remedied  the  defect  which  refers  to  the 
special  claims  which  it  was  hereby  intetided  to 
give  the  Natires  an  opportunity  of  bringing  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court — **  The  Ngaitahu  I^nds 
Validation  Act,  1868."  The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had 
not  over-described  the  conduct  of  the  Canterbury 
Government  on  that  occasion.  It  was  just  that 
conduct  which  one  might  expect  from  gentle- 
men. The  report  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Stack,  to 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  referred,  re- 
specting the  aversion  of  the  parents  of  Native 
children  to  send  them  to  school,  simply  strength- 
ened his  (Mr.  Mantell's)  position,  in  saying 
that  they  had  done  a  very  great  wrong  to  the 
Natives,  in  not  having  undertaken  this  task  of 
education  earlier,  l^ose  very  Natives,  whom 
they  ought  to  have  educated,  were  now  objecting 
to  their  own  children  going  to  school.  So  far 
from  there  being  any  aversion  to  education,  there 
was  a  craving  for  education  on  the  part  of  the 
Natives  at  the  time  to  whioh  he  referred.  He 
remembered  a  case  in  which  he  met  some  Natives 
from  Moeraki,  who  had  actually  invested  5b.  in 
the  purchase  of  a  book.  That  was  quite  a  new 
experience  to  the  Natives.  Their  literature  was 
derived  gratuitously  from  the  missionaries.  Ac- 
tually, on  this  occasion,  they  had  invested  6s.  in  a 
book,  which  on  examination  he  found  was  bound 
in  calf-skin,  and  was  a  work  on  arithmetic.  He 
asked  them  what  was  the  use  of  the  book  to  them, 
as  they  could  not  read  it.  They  replied,  '*  We  can- 
not reHad  the  book ;  but  you  know,  from  your  own 
experience,  that  when  you  come  to  our  place  we 
always  ask  you  to  set  sums  for  us ;  and  we  do  the 
same  to  everybody  who  comes  by.  Sometimes 
people  come  by  who  say  they  cannot  set  sums ; 
so  we  have  bought  this  book,  from  which  these 
people  can  set  us  sums."  He  did  not  mention 
that  as  an  exceptional  case.  They  were  all  most 
anxious  to  learn,  and  in  that  they  had  been  dis- 
appointed. There  was  no  doubt  that  those  pro- 
mises weighed  materially  with  them  to  come  uto 
a  bargain  which  they  were  not  bound  to  make ; 
and  wey  were  induced  to  give  way  solely  on 
account  of  those  promises.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall 
had  referred  to  a  sitting  of  the  Native  Land 
Court.  He  (Mr.  MantelQ  remembered  a  sitting 
of  the  Native  Land  Court,  which  he  thought 
was  held  in  Canterburv  or  in  Dunedin.  There 
was  a  large  assembly  oi  Natives  there,  and  those 
promises  were  referred  to  again.  Judge  Fenton 
said  that  was  a  question  beyond  his  province  to 
deal  with ;  but  he  might  be  allowed  to  ask  the 
witness — ^he  (Mr.  Mantell)  being  in  the  witness- 
box  at  the  time — a  question  with  regard  to  it. 
The  question  was,  "  I)id  those  promises  of  edu- 
cation, and  so  forth,  act  as  a  strong  inducement 
to  the  Natives  to  agree  to  the  cession  of  their 
land?"  This  question,  like  all  the  other  ques- 
tions and  answers  in  the  Native  Land  Court, 
was  translated  into  Maori.  He  (Mr.  Mantell) 
answered  '*  Tes ;"  and  there  was  a  general  mur- 
mur of  assent  throughout  the  whole  place.  It 
was  not  an  outspoken  murmur,  but  every  man 
and  woman  present  gave  a  sort  of  low  grunt 
of  assent  to  what  he  taid.  Judge  Fenton  said 
it  was  very  striking,  and  that  he  would  make  a 
special  report  to  U^  Government  on  it,  although 
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hm  eoold  nofe  take  %x\y  cognizance  of  it  him« 
■ctf.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  while,  of 
eoune,  they  had  had  very  hu^e  sums  named  as 
poagible  oompeneation  for  those  wrongs  done  to 
the  Natires,  these  sums  were  mere  trifles  in  com- 
parison with  the  profits  thej  realized  on  the  lands 
the  NatiTes  ceded.  For  the  whole  of  the  lands 
ibej  ceded — the  lands  which  belonged  to  their 
anoeators,  who  had  fought  for  them  for  genera- 
tion after  generation — thej  did  not  receive  so 
mneh  as  the  lessee  or  licensee  of  a  run  under 
their  legislation  would  receire  as  compensation  if 
hit  license  or  lease  were  terminated  by  his  ran 
bong  dedued  into  Hundreds,  or  anything  of 
that  sort.  Eren  if  compensation  were  conceded 
to  the  Natives  in  millions,  the  Europeans  had  re- 
oeircd  far  more  millions  than  ever  the  Natives 
would  get.  However,  that  was  not  the  question. 
What  the  Natives  wanted  was  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard  before  the  Courts.  That  was  all. 
They  had  appealed  to  political  bodies  session 
after  session,  and  without  success.  They  had 
tried  to  establislTh  footing  before  the  Courts,  but 
they  had  always  found  themselves  met  by  some 
difficulty  or  another.  Among  others  they  met 
with  this  great  difficulty  :  that  the  Crown,  which 
had  kindly,  through  its  officers,  stepped  in  and 
aeoepted  onerous  trusts  on  behalf  of  the  Natives, 
disoovered  that  it  was  not  bound  by  any  trust 
whieh  was  not  most  deliberately  and  speciflcally 
aMored ;  and  therefore  it  was  that  this  kind  trus- 
tee, who  had  stepped  in  to  protect  the  Natives 
Irom  spoliation,  had  become  the  actual  possessor 
of  their  properties,  and  was  not  in  a  position  to 
gire  their  claims  consideration.  He  would  ac- 
cept the  negativing  of  the  seooud  reading  of  this 
Bfll  as  a  matter  of  course  at  this  period  of  the 
•CMion ;  but  he  thought  that,  unless  the  QoTom- 
mant  found  time  during  the  recess  to  devote  at- 
tention to  this  subject,  and  to  devise  some  better 
eonrse  for  settling  this  outstanding  question — 
and  settled  it  must  be  sooner  or  later — ^if  he  were 
present  next  session,  he  would  have  the  honor  of 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  Council  at  the 
earliest  possible  period.  It  was  very  true  that 
they  had  stepped  into  the  possession  of  these 
IttMs,  and  that  the  Natives  had  been  shut  out 
from  their  lands ;  and  the  whole  of  the  proflt 
was  on  the  side  of  the  Europeans,  and  tlie  whole 
of  the  loss  on  the  side  of  the  Natives.  But  it  so 
happened  that  he  took  a  view  of  the  profit  and 
loss  different  from  other  gentlemen  who  took 
that  view  of  the  case.  He  most  fervently  be- 
lieved that,  so  long  as  they  were  in  this  position 
of  doing  a  chronic  injustice  towards  those  people, 
■o  long  would  the  Natives  have  an  outstanding 
debt  against  them,  which  they  would  have  to  re- 
pay in  soma  shape  or  another,  to  the  great  loss  of - 
the  countrr. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

BABBIT  NUISANCE  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  wished  to 
make  a  few  remarks  drawing  attention  to  facts 
which  had  already  been  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Council  by  a  most  exhaustive  re- 
jpoH  on  the  subject,  as  reguded  Southland,  from  a 
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Commission  over  which  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  pre- 
sided, and  by  a  considerable  amount  of  evidence 
taken  by  a  Committee  of  the  Council  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  rabbit  nuisance.  First  of  alli 
he  would  say  that  the  rabbits  appeared  to  have 
become  extremely  numerous  within  the  last  two 
or  three  years.  In  Southland  they  had  become 
▼cry  numerous  during  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
He  had  heard  of  the  rabbits  having  been  planted 
on  islands  on  the  coast  of  Otago,  he  believed,  as 
early  as  the  first  days  of  the  settlement ;  but  they 
never  seemed  to  increase  very  largely  until  within 
the  last  few  years.  The  report  of  the  Commission 
pointed  out  that  in  the  extreme  South,  and  also 
m  the  northern  part  of  the  Province  of  Otago, 
until  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  the 
rabbits,  although  numerous,  were  by  no  means  a 
serious  nuisance ;  but»during  the  last  two  years 
they  seemed  to  have  multiplied  at  a  rate,  he  might 
almost  say,  without  parallel.  So  far  as  he  had 
been  able  to  give  an  individual  opinion  on  the 
subject,  he  fancied  they  had  been  multiplying  in 
more  secluded  localities  without  the  public  being 
aware  of  the  extent  to  which  they  were  multiply- 
ing ;  and  within  the  last  few  years  they  seemed  to 
have  migrated  from  the  coastline  between  Inver- 
cargill  and  Biverton  in  hundreds  of  thousands. 
The  consequence  had  been  that  their  presence 
had  been  felt  in  the  interior,  on  the  grassy  plains, 
as  a  scourge.  Without  exaggeration,  their  pro- 
gress in  many  localities  had  really  been  desolating, 
as  they  had  gone  on  to  the  land  in  such  numbers 
as  to  materially  lessen  the  depasturing  capa- 
bilities of  a  large  extent  of  country.  These  re- 
marks would  apply  specially  to  Southland.  He 
gathered  from  the  evidence  that  had  been  taken 
that  in  the  Province  of  Marlborough,  and  in  some 
parts  of  the  Province  of  Wellington,  they  were 
also  very  numerous.  They  were  found  to  be  a 
nuisance,  but  by  no  means  to  such  an  extent  as 
they  had  within  the  last  two  years  been  found  to 
be  in  some  parts  of  Southland.  In  the  report  of 
the  Commi.isioners  some  explanation  was  given 
of  the  sudden  character  of  the  infliction,  tor  it 
was  there  pointed  out  that  the  fecundity  of  rab- 
bits was  something  almost  incredible.  At  page  5 
of  the  report  of  the  Commission,  quoting  from 
Chambers's  "Information  for  the  People,"  the 
Commissioners  said, — 

"  The  rabbit  litters  seven  times  in  the  year,  and 
generally  produces  eight  young  at  a  time.  At 
the  age  of  five  months  the  animal  begins  to  breed, 
and,  taking  an  estimate  perfectly  within  bounds, 
it  is  supposed  that  a  pair  of  wild  rabbits,  which 
breed  no  oflener  than  seven  times  in  a  year, 
would  multiply  in  the  course  of  four  years  to  the 
amasing  amount  of  a  million  and  a  quarter,  if  the 
young  were  preserved." 

The  Commissioners  went  on  to  say, — 

**  If  common  report  be  correct,  the  climate  and 
soil  of  New  Zealand  are  peculiarly  favourable  to 
the  domestic  habits  of  rabbits,  and  they  are  said 
to  breed  at  least  nine  months  in  eaf*h  year,  having 
at  least  six  young  at  each  kindle,  and  the  females 
will  breed  at  the  age  of  three  months.  If  this  be 
true,  then  the  problem  of  extermination  becomes 
very  difficult  of  solution." 

In  some  localities  they  multiplied  much  more 
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qaicklj  than  in  others,  for  in  oert«in  placet  thej 
had  been  kept  in  check  to  lome  extent  bj  boys 
■hooting  them,  dogs  hunting  them,  and  oats 
killing  them ;  hut  in  localities  where  they  found 
shelter— such  as  in  sand,  grayel,  and  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  scrub,  and  more  especially  in  rocky 
nonnd — ^itiras  more  dilBcult  to  keep  them  under. 
The  Oommianoners  went  on  to  point  out  what 
the  Council  would  expect  to  be  the  natural  result 
of  such  an  astonishing  increase.  The  pastoral 
interest  had  most  seriously  suffered  from  this 
inroad.  Both  agricultural  and  pastorsl  interests 
had  suffered,  but  the  pastoral  interest  had  suf- 
fered to  a  Tery  serious  extent.  With  reference  to 
the  export  of  wool,  at  page  4  the  Oommissioners 
said, — 

**  In  Southland  proper,  there  were  from  700  to 
800  bales  less  this  year  thyi  the  last,  though  the 
prssent  was  a  faTOurable  season.  In  one  case, 
where  260  bales  were  shipped  last  year,  there 
were  only  160  this  season ;  and,  unless  actire 
remedial  measures  be  adopted,,  it  would  be  hard 
to  say  what  the  export  would  be  next  year.  In 
another  case,  where  there  were-  900  bales  last 
year,  there  were  only  760  this  year.  And  not 
only  do  the  rabbit  raTages  affect  the  quantitr,  but 
they  injure  also  the  otudity  of  the  wool ;  for  as 
the  young  grass  makes  its  appearance  in  the 
qnring  it  is  eagerly  devoured  1^  rabbits,  and  the 
ewes,  with  lambs  allowing  them,  find  themselyes, 
when  needing  the  most  nourishment,  reduced  to 
oomparatiTe  starration." 

Then  they  went  on  to  point  out  that  the 
increase  was  rery  seriously  affeoted.  They  gave 
a  variety  of  instances,  and  pointed  out  that  the 
increase  on  a  large  extent  of  country  had  de- 
creased from  16  to  20  per  cent.  Throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Western  District  last  year,  which 
was  an  exceptionally  good  year,  the  increase 
was  20  per  cent,  instei^  of  66  to  70  per  cent., 
which  had  previously  been  obtained.  They 
further  referred  to  the  decrease  in  the  carrying 
capacity  of  the  country.  They  pointed  out  that 
the  carnring  capacity  had  been  reduced  in  dif- 
ferent maces  from  ISi  per  cent,  to  over  82  per 
oent.  Mere  the  question  arose :  how  was  tois 
evil  to  be  lessened  P  It  was  clear  enough  that 
it  would  bring  ruin  to  all  whose  land  had  been 
invaded.  He  might  here  say  that  no  doubt  one 
original  mistake  which  had  been  perpetrated  was 
that  they  had  not  introduced  tne  natural  ene- 
mies of  rabbits  to  counterbalance  their  aston- 
ishing increase.  He  had  no  doubt  that  if  ten 
or  twelve  years  ago,  when  some  few  settlers, 
harine  more  foresight  than  others,  began  to  take 
the  aUrrn,  they  had  begun  to  introduce  in  cer- 
tain localities  weasels,  martens,  and  other  natural 
enemies  of  the  rabbit,  they  would  now  have 
less  reason  to  comfrfain  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  nuisance  had  grown.  He  remembered  a 
debate  which  occnrrMl  some  ten  years  ago  in  the 
Provincial  Council  of  Southland,  when  there 
appeared  to  be  a  general  confidence  expressed  in 
the  power  of  cats  to  keep  the  rabbits  under; 
but  they  bad  deplorably  feued  in  doing  so.  He 
could  see  a  collateral  advantage  in  introducing 
some  particular  kinds  of  vermin  tliat  preyed 
on  rabbits.     For  instance,  the  marten  had  a 


valuable  fur,  which  might  in  itself  become  » 
valuable  article  of  export;  for  under  another 
name,  in  the  Arctic  regions,  it  was  known  mm 
sable,  and  that  was  one  of  the  furs  whioih 
commanded  the  highest  price  in  the  market. 
But  even  grantine  that  the  introduction  of  na^ 
tural  enemiee  womd  keep  in  check  the  increase  of 
rabbits,  now  that  they  had  got  such  headway  a 
long  time  would  elapse  before  any  number  of 
natural  enemies  that  could  be  introduced  within 
a  reasonable  time  could  make  any  appredabla 
difference  in  the  number,  and  so  other  meaaa 
must  be  taken.  In  the  South,  some  had  been 
extremely  active  and  energetic  in  endeavouring 
to  destroy  the  rabbits  by  ordinary  means — ^by 
unng  ferrets,  dogs,  guns,  and  nets.  But  some- 
thing more  than  that  was  required.  While  some 
residents  in  the  South  had  exerted  themselvee, 
others  had  not  done  so.  They  had  been  careless, 
and  had  allowed  their  lands  to  become  nurseries 
for  rabbits.  Just  as  in  the  case  of  the  thistles  in 
this  island,  it  was  perfectly  ueeless  for  an^  two 
or  three  or  half-dosen  persons  in  any  locality  to 
endeavour  to  destroy  them,  so  it  would  be  now 
to  attempt  to  destroy  rali^its,  when  the  weed 
in  the  one  case  and  the  rabbits  in  the  other  were 
allowed  to  multiply  in  neiehbouring  lands.  TXaWf 
in  the  South,  and  no  doubt  in  other  parts,  there 
were  many  large  Crown  reserves,  nominallv  in 
the  management  of  the  Government,  but  whioh 
were  in  reality  left  to  take  care  of  themselvee  ; 
and  upon  theee  lands  the  rabbits  multiplied  a 
thousand-fold.  Then  there  were  large  estates 
in  the  South  which  were  used  for  pastoral  pur^ 
poses  only,  and  the  management  of  which  had 
not  been  sufliciently  careful  to  repress  the  rabbits 
or  to  make  any  praiseworthy  attempt  to  keep  the 
numbers  down.  Now  that  some  residents  in  the 
South  had  been  doing  their  duty,  and  doing  their 
neighbours'  duty  at  the  same  time,  was  evident 
from  the  fects  which  had  come  out.  Mr.  Cowan, 
who  had  been  one  of  the  leading  sufferers,  stated 
that  in  four  months  he  had  killed  26,000  rabbits. 
He  said, — 

*'  We  did  not  take  any  particular  notice  of  them 
at  first.  It  is  within  the  last  eighteen  months 
that  the  nuisance  has  assumed  immense  propor- 
tions, and  that  measures  have  been  taken  to 
suppress  them.  Since  measures  have  been  taken 
to  suppress  them,  they  have  not  increased  so 
rapidly,  and  there  is  hope  that,  if  these  measures 
are  continued,  we  may  be  able  to  keep  them 
under.  But  I  attach  this  condition,  that  the 
exertions  to  be  made  must  not  be  confined  to 
particular  individuals ;  all  people  must  act  in  the 
same  direction.  If  my  neighbonrs  do  not  keep 
the  rabbits  down  as  well  as  myself,  I  could  not 
keep  the  rabbits  down ;  and  I  have  no  hope  of 
the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  unless  united 
action  be  taken." 

And  that  was  what  was  now  proposed.  After 
the  matter  had  been  carefully  considered  by  a 
Committee  of  the  other  House,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  the  legislation  of  some  of  the  Australian 
colonies  as  a  model  for  the  legislation  which 
should  be  introduced  here  ;  and,  ^ter  examining 
the  Australian  Acts,  it  was  agreed  to  take  ihe 
Tasmanian  Act  as  the   modeL     The  Bill  now 
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oadmr  oonaidention  differed  in  •ome  parfcioulan 
froBi  the  TaemmiiMi  Aet.  One  o£  the  meet  im- 
povteafe  of  thoM  partioulan  was  the  fact  that, 
whereae  in  the  Tasmanian  Act  the  rate  was  levied 
OB  the  aasnal  Talne,  it  was  here  propoaed  to  be 
levied  on  the  aoieage.  It  was  proposed  in  the 
BUI  at  it  stood  that,  if  ten  landownen  or  oocu- 
ttjers  petitioned  the  (Governor  to  procUim  any 
dialriet  a  rabbit  dietriot  nnder  the  Act,  any  por- 
tion o£  the  colony  mi^  be  proclaimed  a  rabbit 
dietriei  acoordinny.  When  the  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee,  he  would  moTc,  aa  an  amendment,  that 
it  should  be  a  majority  of  the  landowners  who 
ahould  have  that  power,  instead  of  the  number 
ppepoeed  in  the  BiU.  The  Bill  prorided  thata 
miitMrm  rate  should  be  levied  j  but  he  did  not 
oensider  thai  th»t  would  be  fiur  to  the  lessees  of 
Grawn  landa,  and  he  would  suggeet  that  they 
•bottld  pay  only  one-half  the  amount  that  was 
ftid  bT  freeholders.  Clause  9  of  the  Bill  author- 
ued  the  truflteee  to  destroy  rabbits  where  the 
•urnen*  after  due  notice,  neglected  or  failed  to 
destroy  themi  and  the  aubseqnent  dause  au- 
thoriied  the  tmsteee  to  send  an  officer  to  search 
iv  and  deetiw  rabbits  on  such  lands.  The 
bhjeet  of  the  Bill  was  to  seoure  simultaneous 
•dtion  uiwmg  thoee  diitricts  where  the  nuisance 
wmM  ielt  to  be  so  great  that  the  m^riiy  of  the 
Ividownen  ielt  it  was  necessary  to  take  stepe  to 
p«l  an  end  to  ii.  Before  he  sat  down,  he  might 
laiaark  that  he  had  lately  heard  of,  and  had  been 
eoijooe  enou^  to  examine  into*  a  rather  in- 
yione  plan  for  trapping  rabbits  alire.  The  plan 
WM  Tuy  ingenioua;  bttt»  as  it  had  not  yet  been 
pgnotinally  tried,  it  waa  imposnble  for  him  to  say 
whether  it  would  sueoeed  or  not.  If,  however, 
it  ehould  succeed,  he  could  see  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  those  traps  into  the  colony  would  decrease 
tha  rabbit  nuisanoe  to  a  great  extent.  In  dia- 
trieti  when)  there  were  railways,  this  plan  would 
ba  ibnad  to  bo  vray  uaefnl,  because  rabbits 
caught  in  thia  way  c(NJd  be  utilised  much  more 
effectually  than  at  present*  In  Victoria,  where 
abbita  were  a  Tory  seariona  nuisance  some  years 
am  tbor  had  been  destroyed  to  such  an  extent 
lm»  aa  ne  was  informed,  a  very  profitable  trade 
waa  now  being  earned  on  in  curing  the  meat  and 
the  skina  of  the  animala.  If  the  landowners 
IB  the  Bonth  Island  of  New  ZeUand  could  kill 
ao^OOO  or  S0,000  rabbits  a  year,  he  did  not  see 
wliy  eoma  establishment  showd  not  be  opened  for 
cniing  tha  meat,  on  the  understanding,  of  coursci 
that  soeh  establishment  oould  only  eodet  in  those 
distiiots  which  railwi^s  passed  tuoagh  or  near. 
Ha  thought  he  had  sulBeientJy  explained  all  the 
olnecU  of  the  Bill;  and  would  only  add  that  the 
BUI  was  a  permissive  one,  to  enable  thoee  who 
anflbred  horn  the  rabbit  nuisance  to  endeavour  to 
pniaBandtoit.  He  hoped  that  the  BUI  would 
ba  passed,  so  as  to  glTC  such  persons  aa  oppor* 
tuniCiy  of  endeavouring  to  eradicate  the  peet^ 

Tha  Hon.  Mr.  WATSBH0U8S  said  the 
tjnastion  waa  of  a  T«ry  important  character.  The 
inmease  of  rabbita  in  tha  colony  was  calculated 
ta  became,  as  it  had  ahready  become  in  some  ia- 
a  serious  nuiianca;  and  he  would  feci 


neat  pleasure  iax  supporting  tiie  BiU,  if  he  be- 
Uavad  it  waa  oalaulatsd  t&  CMbla  fsmava  aad 


others  to  overcome  the  nuisance.  But  he  &lt, 
with  reference  to  this  BiU  very  much  as  Lord 
Palmerston  did  in  regard  to  the  wine  that  was 
sent  to  him  by  on  amateur  manufacturer  as  a 
certain  cure  for  gout.  After  tasting  the  wine, 
Lord  Palmerston  said  that  on  the  whole  he  pre* 
ferred  the  gout.  In  the  same  way,  he  (Mr. 
Waterhouse)  would  rather  have  the  rabbits  than 
this  BUI.  Under  the  BiU  it  would  be  competent 
for  ten  persons — ^laudowners  or  ooonpiers — in 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  their  neighbours, 
to  apply  to  the  Governor. to  proclaim  a  rabbit 
district.  A  rabbit  diitrict  haviitg  been  pro- 
claimed, trustees  would  then  be  appointed,  who 
would  receive  a  certain  rate  from  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  land  within  the  district.  The 
trustees  were  then  authorised  to  give  notice 
to  persons  having  rabbits  on  their  property 
to  destroy  those  rabbits ;  and  if  after  ten  daya 
such  notice  were  not  complied  with,  the  trus- 
tees might  forthwith  authorise  persons  to  enter 
upon  the  property  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing jbbe  animals,  and  the  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty would  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  those  persons.  He  remembered  a  few  Tears 
ago  taking  a  ride  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Auck- 
limd  with  a  gentleman  who  was  at  that  time  a 
member  of  the  Council,  and  who  was  weU  known 
to  most  honorable  members.  WhUe  riduw 
along,  he  caught  sight  of  a  very  fine  crop  A 
thisUes,  and  remarked  to  his  friend  that  thistlsa 
evidently  flourished  there.  Soon  afterwards,  his 
friend  pointed  to  another  pteoe  of  ground  where 
there  were  no  thistles.  He  (Mr.  Waterhouse) 
asked  his  friend  why  there  were  thistles  in  one 
plaoe  and  not  in  another,  and  the  reply  was, 
**  That  land  belongs  to  me.  Bveiy  year  I  have  a 
notice  served  upon  me  ^  my  neighbours  to  de- 
stroy my  thistles,  and  1  do  so  at  considerable 
expense ;  but  the^  take  no  steps  to  destroy  the 
thistles  upon  their  own  land,  and  consequently 
their  thisUe-seed  comes  over  to  me,  and  I  have 
to  bear  aU  the  expense."  And  under  this  BUI  a 
few  people  would  be  able  to  compel  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  land  throughout  a  large  district 
to  submit  to  the  encroachment  of  a  number  of 
persons  upon  their  properties,  and  then  the  per- 
sons whose  property  was  encroached  upon  would 
have  to  pav  the  expenses  of  the  persons  who 
entered  on  their  property.  There  would  be  no  end 
to  the  expense  which  landownerB  might  be  put 
to  by  this.  Therefore,  as  he  had  already  said, 
on  Uie  whole  he  prefiMrred  the  rabbits  to  the  BiU. 
He  did  not  think  the  BiU  had  been  sufficiently 
considered ;  but  he  would  not  of^ose  its  second 
reading,  and  he  hoped  the  CouncU  would  refer 
the  matter  to  a  Select  Committee,  which  would  be 
able  to  consider  it  more  fuUy  and  deUberately 
than  the  CouncU  could  do,  with  the  yiew  A 
making  it  more  perfect  and  removing  the  defects 
he  had  pointed  out  in  it.  He  waa  unfortunate 
Miough  to  have  been  troubled  with  rabbits,  but 
he  had  taken  steps  to  abate  the  nnisance  on  hia 
runs,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  keejf  them 
under.  He  had  himself  put  ferrets  on  ms  nms» 
and  he  beKeyed  they  were  being  used  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony  with  the  yiew  of  putting  a 
stop  to  the  zBTagflft  of  the  zabbiti.    He  would 


196         JBabhit  Nuisance  Bill         [COUNCIL.]     Bahbit  Nuisance  Bill     [Oct.  11 


advise  the  G-orernment  to  take  steps  to  introduce 
more  ferrets  into  the  country.  An  impression 
seemed  to  prevail  that  ferrets  would  not  thrive  in 
a  wild  state ;  but  he  knew  that  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Eaikoui-a  ferrets  were  increasing  rapidlj 
in  a  wild  state.  It  was  on  the  introduction  of 
ferrets  rather  than  on  the  mode  provided  in  the 
Bill  that  he  relied  as  a  means  of  relief  from 
the  rabbits,  which  were  eating  the  farmers  out  of 
house  and  home. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASER  thought,  with 
his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Waterhouse,  that  this 
Bill  was  not  all  that  could  be  desired.  He  him- 
self and  other  gentlemen  had  waited  on  the 
Government,  who  had  promised  to  bring 
down  a  Bill  which  would  have  suited  admirably, 
bat  they  had  not  done  so.     This  was  not  at  all  a 

Sood  Bill.  They  had  machineiy  already.  They 
id  not  want  new  and  expensive  machinery,  as 
their  cattle  and  scab  inspectors  were  quite  suffi- 
cient to  see  the  Act  carried  out.  He  had  inti- 
mated to  the  Committee  that  within  a  few  months 
a  few  rabbits  on  his  run  had  increased  to.  five 
thousand,  and  that  unless  some  steps  were  taken 
in  regard  to  them  they  would  become  a '  very 
Berious  nuisance.  The  Government  were  quite  as 
much  interested  in  this  matter  as  anybody  else, 
because  the  rabbits  would  make  the  lands  of  the 
Crown  perfectly  useless.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
this  spring  the  sheep  would  suffer  from  the  im- 
mense increase  of  rabbits,  and  certain  runholders 
were  takine^  steps  to  prevent  the  spread  of  these 
animals.  He  would  rote  for  the  Bill,  in  the  hope 
that  a  better  measure  would  be  brought  down. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  had  pointed 
out  the  evils  that  would  arise  from  the  increase  of 
rabbits  in  a  previous  session,  and  then  honorable 
members  thought  that  what  he  had  said  was  not 
correct,  but  the  experience  of  the  last  twelve 
months  had  shown  that  he  had  not  exaggerated. 
On  one  of  his  runs  they  had  killed  at  the  rate 
of  4,000  per  week.  They  had  given  the  small 
rabbits  to  the  dogs,  but  they  still  had  60,000 
good  skins  ready  to  send  to  the  market.  That 
would  show  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  in  his 
district.  The  cost  of  killing  these  rabbits  he 
found  to  be  £1,600  per  annum.  The  extent  of 
the  run  was  70,000  acres,  and  three  years  ago 
there  were  45,000  sheep  on  it.  Now  there 
were  only  about  29,000,  and  they  were  not  in 
as  good  condition  as  when  the  larger  number 
were  there,  he  believed  that  the  wool  from 
them  would  not  be  of  as  good  qnality  as  that 
which  came  from  the  larger  quantity.  The  fact 
was  that  the  stock  •  had  deteriorated  in  value 
from  every  point  of  view.  And  then  as  regarded 
the  value  of  the  land.  Land  infested  with  rab- 
bits was  lessened  in  ralue  by  £1  per  acre.  In 
estimating  the  loss,  he  had  to  put  down  £1,600 
as  the  expense  of  killing  the  rabbits  and  £8,500 
as  the  decrease  in  value  of  the  wool,  and  lambs ; 
altogether  he  considered  that  the  loss  on  that  one 
run  was  £5,000  per  annum.  He  believed  that 
£16,000  per  annum  would  not  cover  the  loss  on 
spme  of  the  larger  stations.  It  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  the  farmers  had  objected 
to  any  Bill  being  passed  which  would  pro- 
Tide  for  the  killing  of  rabbitQ  some  time  ago,  I 


but  a  few  months  had  altogether  altered  their 
tone,  and  now  instead  of  desiring  a  permissive 
Bill  they  wanted  a  compulsory  one.  He  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  send  telegrams  to  the  prin« 
cipal  farmers  in  Southland  a  few  days  ago,  but  he 
had  only  received  one  answer.  The  sender  oi 
that  was  one  of  the  largest  farmers  in  the  South. 
Island,  and  his  reply  was  as  follows  :  '*  Self  and 
neighbours  for  a  compulsory  Bill  re  rabbita." 
He  did  not  think  that  the  tax  of  id.  per  acre 
would  be  sufficient  to  provide  bonuses,  oecanse 
the  evil  was  so  great  that  a  deal  of  money  would 
have  to  be  spent  on  it  for  at  least  a  year  or  two 
ere  any  good  result  would  be  found  to  have  fol« 
lowed.  He  believed  that  if  a  compulsory  Bill  were 
introduced,  and  all  the  setUers  were  to  unite  in  the 
effort  to  put  down  the  nuisance,  they  would  in  two 
or  three  years  exterminate  the  greater  number. 
But  as  long  as  one  settler  waited  for  the  other  to 
begin  there  would  be  no  abatement  of  the  nui* 
sance.  Were  the  Bill  made  permissive  it  would  be 
of  very  little  use.  The  very  persons  who  had  said 
that  they  could  cope  with  the  nuisance— the 
farmers — were  the  very  persons  who  propagated 
the  evil  at  first.  It  was  no  doubt  easier  in 
densely  populated  districts  to  cope  with  the  diffi- 
culty, but  that  was  no  reason  why  there  should 
not  be  united  action.  He  felt  certain  tiiat  on  the 
farms  in  the  most  densely  populated  districts  of 
Southland  there  were  as  many  rabbits  as  on  any 
runs  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  in  proportion 
to  their  acreage.  He  held  that  the  Crown,  having 
possession  of  the  larger  portion  of  the  laiid,  waa 
called  upon  to  contribute  in  some  measure  to  the 
abatement  of  the  rabbit  nuisance.  Who  was  likely 
to  suffer  most  in  consequence  P  Why,  the  Crown 
itself,  for  the  simple  reason  that  if  the  wool-pro- 
ducing value  of  the  runs  beg^n  to  fall  back  as  it 
would  do,  it  would  be  found  impossible  to  get  any« 
body  to  lease  the  lands  at  any  price  if  the  rabbits 
continued  to  increase  as  they  had  done.  He  him- 
self would  not  take  a  run  as  a  gift  that  was  over* 
run  with  rabbits.  He  held  that,  whatever  rate 
might  be  levied  on  Crown  lands,  one-half  of  it 
should  be  paid  by  the  Crown  itself,  or  at  an^  rate  it 
should  be  deducted  from  the  assessment.  It  would 
be  good  policy  for  the  Government  to  do  this,  be* 
cause  they  would  thereby  obtain  the  assistanoe  of 
all  the  settlers  in  the  district.  With  regard  to  what 
fell  from  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Mefazies,  he 
would  only  say  that  he  did  not  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  quite  correct  in  his  statement. 
The  honorable  gentleman  had  said  that  in  Victoria 
the  evil  had  been  overtaken;  but  how  was  it 
possible  that  the  evil  could  be  overtaken  if  they 
were  continually  curing  rabbits  there  P  It  was 
clear  that,  to  keep  a  curing  establishment  of  any 
size  going,  4,000  or  5,000  rabbits  per  day  would  be 
required ;  and  if  that  number  could  be  procured 
daily,  it  oould  not  be  said  that  the  evil  had  been 
overtaken.  He  had  recently  read  an  article  in 
a  newspaper  to  the  effect  that,  if  the  rabbits 
continued  to  increase  in  South  Australia  as  thej 
were  increasing,  they  would  soon  overrun  the 
whole  colony.  Only  a  few  days  ago  he  bad  been 
talking  with  a  gentleman  who  had  visited  Master- 
ton,  in  this  province,  and  that  gentleman  had  told 
him  that  he  had  been  surpriBed  at  seeing  so  many 
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vftMnto  there.  He  (lir.  HoImeB)  would  nj  that 
the  exiitenoe  of  so  manj  rabbits  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood would  lessen  the  Talue  of  the  land 
by  20s.  per  acre  at  least.  It  was  quite  clear 
that  some  legislation  on  the  subject  was  necessaij, 
and  although  thej  might  not  do  much  with  re- 
speot  to  it  this  session,  still,  if  they  addressed 
themseWee  to  it  with  a  will,  he  had  no  doubt 
whaterer  that  a  Bill  would  be  passed  that  would 
be  of  some  service.  He  woula  urge  upon  the 
Council  the  necessity  of  reading  the  Bill  a  second 


•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  sure  that  no 
one  who  had  read  the  report  which  had  been 
made  on  this  subject,  or  the  eridenoe  which 
had  been  adduced  in  other  places  regarding  it, 
could  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  admit  that  were 
was  an  immediate  necessity  for  legislation  in 
eoonection  with  it.  He  would  vote  for  the 
seoond  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped  that  if 
it  were  refeired  to  a  Select  Committee  it  would 
be  so  framed  as  to  insure  its  passing  during  tiie 
present  session.  He  was  of  opinion  that  eyery- 
body  interested  should  be  compelled  to  take  his 
share  in  the  work  of  exterminating  the  rabbits. 
Whether  or  not  the  Ciown  lands  should  bear 
their  portion  of  the  cost  of  exterminating  that 
plague,  was  a  question  which  might  very  properly 
be  discussed  at  some  future  time.  At  present  it 
would  probably  not  be  admitted  that  the  Crown 
eould  be  call^  on  to  pay;  but  in  the  future, 
after  ereiy  effort  had  been  made,  after  it  had  been 
seen  what  was  possible  to  be  done  under  local 
exertions,  he  thought  the  District  Boards  would 
have  a  fiiir  chum  upon  the  colony  for  some  kind 
of  subsidy  or  assistance,  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
they  had  really  rendered  to  the  Crown  lands  the 
amount  of  serrice  that  honorable  gentlemen 
seemed  to  think  possible. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  was  sorry  to  hear 
from  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  that  the  Crown  would  not  contribute  in 
the  alightest  decree  towards  exterminating  this 
nuisance,  until  the  settlers  had  done  their  utmost 
to  eradicate  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  explained  that  he  said 
the  Crown  lands  should  not  be  taxed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  that,  as  iar 
as  the  pastoral  tenants  in  Otago  and  Southland 
were  concerned,  it  was  absurd  to  expect  that  they 
should  alone  contribute  to  the  extermination  of 
thia  pest  without  any  assistance  whateTcrfrom 
the  C^wn,  which  held  the  freehold  of  the  land. 
These  pastoral  leases  had  only  a  short  time  to 
run,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  calculation  with 
the  lessees  whether  it  was  desirable  to  spend 
annually  a  large  sum  of  money  in  the  destruction 
of  imbbits,  or  whether  they  should  not  feed  what 
sheep  they  could  on  those  lands  and  in  the 
end  deliTcr  up  their  runs  to  the  Crown  as  huge 
rabbit  warrens.  The  Hon.  the  Speaker  had  had 
an  opportunity,  which  he  (Mr.  Campbell)  had 
not  bad  during  the  last  two  years,  ef  going 
through  the  southern  portion  of  the  Proyince 
of  Otago.  He  had,  however,  seen  the  Hon.  the 
Speako^s  report,  and  he  had  also  the  evidence 
of  gentlemen  who  were  managing  for  him  in 
the  South,  and  the  opinion  was  unanimou*  that, 


unless  something  was  immediately  done  by  those 
who  were  interested  in  the  matter,  the  rabbits 
would  become  such  a  nuisance  and  such  a  scourge 
as  to  bring  absolute  ruin  upon  a  great  number 
of  those  engaged  in  pastonl  pursuits,  and  to 
render  the  value  of  the  land  absolutely  nil.  This 
subject  had  been  so  fully  entered  into  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  that  he  would  not  delay  the 
Council  by  going  more  fully  into  it.  But  he 
might  say  that,  unless  some  hope  was  held  out  to 
the  pastoral  tenants  that,  with  the  united  aid 
of  all  classes,  some  endeavour  would  be  made 
to  exterminate  this  nuisance,  they  would  lose 
all  hope  And  abandon  their  runs  at  the  expiry 
of  the  leases.  He  would  sugsest  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Menzies  that  the  Bill  shoiud  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee.  That  would  be  the  best  way 
of  getting  the  matter  maturely  considered,  and  it 
would  expedite  the  passage  of  the  measure, 
because  the  Select  Committee  could  bring  up 
a  report,  and  the  measure  could  be  passed  through 
the  Council  without  any  delay. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  the  same  sug^ 
gostion — to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee 
— had  been  made  by  other  honorable  gentlemen 
without  their  having  stated  the  nature  of  the 
alterations  they  thought  should  be  proposed. 
Perhaps  the  honorable  gentleman  would  suggest 
the  alterations  he  thought  ought  to  be  made. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  an  altera- 
tion he  would  like  to  see  was  this:  that  there 
should  be  a  dilTerential  rate,  and  a  distinction 
made  between  leases  of  a  long  tenure  and  those 
of  a  short  tenure.  It  was  not  fiur  that  a  person 
with  the  lease  of  a  run  for  only  a  year  should  be 
called  upon  to  pay  the  same  as  a  person  who  had 
a  long  lease.  Those  were  matters  for  the  con- 
sideration of  a  Committee,  and,  after  they  had 
been  fidrly  considered  there,  the  Bill  would  be 
reported  to  the  Committee  and  passed  throu|;h 
more  rapidly  than  if  all  these  questions  were  dis- 
cussed in  the  Council.  He  simply  threw  out  the 
suggestion  to  the  honorable  gentleman;  if  he 
was  not  prepared  to  adopt  it,  he  (Mr.  Campbell) 
would  propose  certain  amendments  in  Committee 
of  the  Council. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  had  not  intended  to 
trouble  the  Cooncil  on  this  question,  but  that  a 
suggestion  appeared  to  be  gaining  fisvour  which 
he  Tentured  to  think  was  not  a  practicable  one. 
It  had  been  pointed  out,  with  considerable  truth, 
that  it  was  unfair  to  impose  solely  upon  the 
tenants  of  the  Crown  the  cost  of  rescuing  the 
Crown  lands  from  a  prooess  of  impoverishment 
which  would  affect  the  Crown  eventually  more 
than  its  tenants,  and  therefore  it  was  suggested 
that  the  Crown  ought  to  make  an  allowance  to 
tenants  towards  the  cost  of  eradicating  this  pesL 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  fordb  in  that  argument, 
but  he  would  suggest  to  honorable  members  that, 
if  any  alteration  of  that  kind  was  proposed  by 
the  Council  in  this  Bill,  it  would  be  a  violation  <n 
the  privileges  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, for  it  would  be  nothing  more  or  less  than 
an  Appropriation  Bill — ^it  wouid  be  appropriating 
the  revenue  of  the  Crown,  which  it  vras  quite 
clear  they  had  not  the  power  to  do.  He  would 
suggest   to  honorable   members   whether   they 
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■hould  not  Uke  some  other  steps  for  the  par- 
pose  of  giving  effect  to  their  view,  which  he 
thought  was  roasonahle. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMSS.—It  would  only  he 
lessening  the  assessment 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  s^d  the  honorahle 
gentleman  was  far  too  acute  to  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  that  was  not  realljr  paying  money. 
He  spoke  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  of 
Qourse  under  correction,  but  he  had  not  the 
sUghteet  doubt  that  with  such  an  alteration  the 
Bill  would  be  an  Appropriation  Bill  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  and,  as  such,  one  which  could  not 
originate  in  the  Council.  He  hoped  that  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  had  spolcen  in  &Tour  of 
vefemng  this  Bill  to  a  Committee  would  not 
attenmt  to  introduce  any  amendment  of  that 
kind,  for  if  it  were  introduced  he  was  afraid  they 
would  lose  the  Bill.  He  would  have  yerr  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  Bill.  He  thought 
tjiat,  of  the  many  measures  that  had  come  be£re 
them  thb  session,  there  were  verr  few  of  greater 
practical  importance  to  the  colony  than  this. 
Thfte  had  been  yery  much  more  lengthy  and 
more  high-sonndhig  measures,  but  very  few  of 

S eater  practioal  importance  to  the  colony  in  the 
turei  and  he  earnestly  hoped  that  honorable 
laembers,  whaterer  their  opinions  xnight  be  as  to 
the  particular  way  in  which  this  subject  should 
be  dealt  with,  would  not  press  those  objections — 
ia  some  of  which  he  entirely  agreed — to  such  an 
Qxtent  as  to  render  it  improbable  that  a  Bill  on 
i^is  subject  would  become  law  this  session.  To 
me  the  words  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  they 
must  have  some  Bill.  Tbev  knew  there  had 
been,  and  were  told  there  still  was  a  very  great 
feeding  of  opposition  amongst  a  certain  class  of 
settlem  in  the  Province  of  Otago  towards  more 
extended  legislation  than  this  Bill  proposed. 
They  knew  that  more  oomprehentiTe  and  more 
energetic  legidation  wonld  probably  encounter 
▼eiy  serious  obstacles  in  another  place,  and 
tlierefore  he  trusted  honorable  members  would 
not  refuse  to  take  a  partial  remedy  if  they  could 
not  get  a  complete  one.  It  had  been  stated 
that  a  permissiTe  Bill  was  yery  oljectianable — 
tibat  what  was  required  was  a  compulsory  measure. 
He  was  inclined  to  agree  with  that ;  but  if  it 
w«*e  even  probable  t£it  a  compulsory  measure 
would  be  rejected,  he  asked  honorable  members 
in  their  own  interests— it  would  not  afEect  him 
at  present)  althonsh  it  might  eyentually— to  take 
a  pentnissive  Billi  and  if  experience  showed, 
ae  they  believed  it  would,  that  a  permissiye  Bill 
was  insuiBoiont,  then  th^  would  have  an  undeni- 
able argument  on  a  future  occasion  for  askiog  for 
a  coinnulsory  Bill.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  if 
this  Bill  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
hon(»able  gentlemen  would  bear  those  considera- 
tions in  mind — that  the  partiouliir  measures 
which  they  thought  were  required,  and  which  he 
was  inclined  to  a^rree  with  them  were  required, 
were  measures  which  could  not  be  carried  at  the 
present  m(»nents  and  that  they  would  be  content 
with  what  they  could  get  rather  than,  by  striving 
after  something  more  comprehensive  and  more 
eneigetio,  allow  Parliament  to  break  up  this 
year  without  paaeing  some  OMasare^a  result 


which  he  believed  would  be  a  very  great  cala* 
mity. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  this 
Bill  appeared  to  be  a  very  imperfect  one,  and 
to  have  been  rather  carelessly  amwn.  The  8rd 
clause  was  an  exceedingly  vague  and  very  unfair 
one.  He  presumad  that  in  Committee  they  would 
make  it  much  more  explicit-.  The  9th  clause  also 
seemed  to  be  clumsily  worded ;  and  there  was  an 
absence  in  the  Bill  of  any  provision  in  case  of 
injury  done  by  dogs,  or  other  means  employed  hr 
the  trustees  in  the  destruction  of  rabbits.  It 
would  very  often  happen  that  a  number  of  lasy 
fellows,  who  did  nothing  else  but  kill  rabbits, 
would  be  employed  by  the  trustees^  and  do  great 
harm  to  the  sheep.  There  was  no  provision  for 
that.  Those^  amangst  other  reasons,  led  him 
to  hone  that  in  Committee  the  Bill  would  be 
carefully  considered  by  honorable  members,  and 
that  it  would  be  very  much  improved  if  it  were 
to  pass  this  session.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Campbell's 
argument,  that  tenants  with  so  shart  a  tenure 
as  the  Crovm  tenants  had  should  not  pay  the 
entire  cost  of  destroying  rabbits,  had  no  doubt 
a  semblance  of  fairness  j  but  he  would  caution 
that  honorable  gentleman  that  it  was  an  argu- 
ment which  cut  two  ways.  It  would  be  an  arsu- 
ment  very  much  against  the  leasing  of  land  in  uos 
oountiy,  and  wouhi  probably  be  used  very  mudi 
to  break  up  large  holdings,  and  possibly  to  in* 
crease  the  sales  on  deferred  payments.  It  was  a 
very  dangerous  argument  to  use,  and,  considering 
the  moderate  provision  proposed  in  the  Bill — only 
Id.  an  acre — it  was  a  very  unwise  one  to  raise. 
The  analogy  drawn  in  reference  to  lands  held  in 
Sn^and,  on  which  the  landlord  was  either  ex- 
pected to  make  compensation  for  izyury  done  by 
game  or  to  assist  in  its  destruc^on,  was  not 
altogether  a  fair  one.  But  he  wbhed  to  point 
out  that  there  must  have  been  most  extra- 
ordinary mismanagement  in  the  attempts  to 
destroy  the  rabbits  in  this  countiy.  The  exter- 
mination of  rabbits  in  New  Zealand  was  totai^ 
different  from  that  carried  out  in  England.  He 
had  seen  rabbits  in  some  parts  of  England* 
and  also  notably  on  the  coast  of  Scotland,  quite 
as  thick  as  they  could  be  in  this  country,  and  by 
the  employment  of  a  few  professional  rabbit- 
killers  in  <me  season  the  rabbits  were  so  destroyed 
that  it  was  no  longer  profitable  to  the  persona 
who  foUovrad  the  occupation  of  killing  thenu 
Of  course  rabbits  could  bis  sold  in  England,  while 
they  could  not  here  (  but  it  was  evident  that  the 
wholesale  deatrnction  carried  on  in  England 
wonld  amoont  to  annihilation  in  the  course  of 
two  years.  The  persons  employed  there,  how- 
ever, understood  their  work  better  thsA  the 
people  here,  who  appeared  to  be  able  to  do  UtUa 
or  nothing  in  the  way  of  keeping  down  rabbite. 
The  Government  or  the  trustees  could  easily  ^st 
a  few  proper  and  suitable  gamekeepers  or  vat- 
catohem  from  England,  and*  if  they  imported 
some  of  those  persons,  he  believed  the  rabbit 
nuiumce  would  soon  be  very  much  abated.  It 
was  owing  to  the  unskilful  measures  adopted  that 
rabbits  had  got  so  much  ahead  here*  Tn#  calcu- 
lation that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  good 
enough  to  0ay  waa  beiag  auda  by  tome  gentle*. 
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whofe  leMe  wm  toon  ooming  to  an  end, 
led  Terf  rnnoh  like  catting  off  one's  nose  to 
•pite  the  moe.  The  gentleman  would  allow  his 
•oeep  to  dwindle  down  year  by  year,  rather  than 
go  to  the  ezpenee  of  keening  down  the  rabbits. 
As  the  rate  was  only  to  be  a  halibenny  an  acre, 
BO  one  would  surely  allow  the  rabbits  to  beoome 
so  grsat  a  nuisanoe  as  to  prerent  sheep-growing. 
Hie  doctrine  the  honorable  gentleman^  Md  indi- 
cated was  a  Tery  dangerous  one,  and  it  would  be 
much  better  if  the  settlers  would  turn  their 
minds  to  the  adoption  of  means  which  would  be 
mors  eHeotnal  in  the  destruction  of  rabbits.  He 
had  the  adTantage  the  other  day  of  speaking 
to  a  gentleman  whoee  property  was  situated  in 
the  Teiy  middle  of  this  rabbit  nuisance,  and  who 
told  him  that  he  was  able  to  keep  the  rabbits 
pretty  well  down  in  his  own  district,  and  also  that 
there  were  a  large  number  of  landowners  around 
who  were  contemplating  doing  exactly  what  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Campbell  had  stated.  Therefore  it 
would  appear  that,  though  that  was  a  Tory  short- 
sighted poliey,  it  was  nefertbeless  contemplated, 
SM  honorable  gentlemen  would  rote  for  the 
measure  with  that  befiyre  their  eyes.  But  there 
were  two  sides  to  the  question,  and  he  thought  a 
certain  amount  of  fsimess  ought  to  be  shown. 
He  did  not  think,  for  instance,  that  any  ten  land- 
owners had  a  right  to  impose  any  great  expense 
of  this  kind  unon  their  neighbours,  but  that  it 
should  rest  with  a  certain  proportion  of  the  in- 
habitants of  any  district  declared.  If  that  were 
done,  no  practi<»l  injustice  could  arise,  or  such  as 
onght  to  prsrent  them  from  passing  a  Bill  impos- 
ing a  tax  upon  the  Grown  tenants  of  pastoral 
runs.  He  wished  to  point  out,  howeyer,  that 
there  was  another  class  of  Goremment  land 
affected  whiefa  was  not  leased  at  all.  There  were 
many  pieees  of  land  in  the  North  Island — and,  as 
an  instance,  land  between  Wellington  and  the 
FortT-Mfle  Bush,  belonging  to  the  Ooremment — 
whioh  were  not  leaeed  at  all,  and  which  would 
beeotno  regular  rabbit-warrens.  Would  not  the 
CKyrennnent,  in  eommon  with  other  proprietors, 
pay  for  the  destruction  of  rabbits  ?  Then,  again, 
were  the  Maoris  to  be  exempt,  as  they  were  in 
too  many  matters  in  the  North  Island  already  P 
In  tiie  district  in  which  he  liyed,  practically  they 
could  not  raise  a  dog  tax,  because  the  settlen 
would  not  pay,  inasmuch  as  all  the  curs  in  the 
proTinoe  belonged  to  Maoris,  and  the  only  dogs 
that  belonged  to  the  settlen  were  fixr  useral 
pnrpoees.  were  Maoris  to  be  exem|[»t  from 
the  tax  for  the  destruction  of  rabbits?  II 
so,  this  Bill  might  go  into  the  fire  so  fitr  as  re- 
pxded  the  North  Island,  for  the  Maoris  wera 
by  far  the  largest  landowners  in  the  North,  and 
eeitainly  they  would  not  take  the  slightest  pains 
to  destroy  rabbits ;  on  the  contrary,  they  would 
regard  them  as  a  source  of  food  at  hand,  and 
would  not  eren  object  to  allow  them  to  wander 
on  to  the  land  of  their  European  neighbours* 
There  were,  therafore,  two  classes  of  land  which 
ought  to  be  considered.  Another  reason  why 
these  two  dasees  of  land  should  not  be  exempt 
was,  that  it  was  of  no  use  whatever  to  ha?e  five 
people  out  of  ten  or  out  of  tweWe  thinning  their 
pigs,  vabbits,  or  any  kind  of  Texmin  down,  as  long 


as  a  single  place  was  left  open  as  a  refuge  for 
them.  He  had  seen  that  exemplified  in  the  case 
of  pigs.  Wild  animals  were  very  cunning.  As 
soon  as  they  found  whera  they  could  ratira  in 
safety,  they  would  go  out  to  feed ;  and  on  the  first 
alarm  they  would  run  from  all  points  to  where 
they  knew  they  would  be  safe.  It  was  the  same 
with  rabbits.  The  BDl  was  intended  to  grapple 
with  a  rery  serious  difficulty,  and  one  which  he 
beLicTed  it  was  their  duty  to  face  this  year.  It 
was  one  of  those  measures  which  if  they  did  not 
attend  to  this  session,  it  would  be  too  late  next 
year  or  the  session  after  to  avoid  yery  serious  loss 
to  the  country,  and  a  yery  serious  diminution  in 
the  export  of  our  staple  commodity.  For  that 
reason  he  would  support  the  second  readins  of 
this  Bill,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  be  consiaer- 
ably  amended  and  altered  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZI£S,  in  reply,  said 
that,  in  moyiuf  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
he  had  remarled  that  there  were  two  clauses 
which  he  proposed  to  amend  in  Committee,  and 
he  thought  all  the  honorable  members  who  made 
obseryations  about  the  Bill  were  not  present  then. 
In  the  8rd  clause,  which  had  been  modelled  after 
the  Tasmanian  Act — although  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Act  resembled  it  a  good  deal — ^he  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  the  word  "ten"  in  the  second 
line,  and  introduce  the  words  "  a  majority  of  the 
landowners ; "  so  that  a  few  indiyiduals  could 
not,  as  appeared  to  haye  been  apprehended  by 
some  honorable  members,  be  able  to  bring  the 
Act  into  operation  oyer  a  large  district  in  which 
they  possessed  a  yery  small  amount  of  property. 
Then,  again,  in  the  7th  clause,  he  proposed  to 
introduce  a  proyision  which  would  render  the 
rate  on  leasea  lands  only  a  halfpenny.  Those,  be 
thought,  were  the  main  alterations  and  improye- 
ments  that  could  be  made  in  the  Bill.  He  was 
glad  that  there  was  such  a  general  concurrence  in 
the  object  of  the  Bill.  Wlule  he  was  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Council  as  to  referring  the  Bill 
to  a  Select  Committee,  it  appeared  to  him  they 
would  only  be  loeing  time  if  they  did  so.  Unless 
there  were  some  alterations  of  mors  importance 
than  those  ho  had  declared  his  willingness  to 
propose,  he  thought  they  would  only  be  lorins 
a  day,  or  perhaps  longer,  by  referring  the  BiU 
to  a  Select  Committee ;  and  then  the  Bill 
might  not  be  im proved.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  it  could  not  be  made  more  perfect ; 
bttt  what  the  Council  had  to  consider  at  that 
stage  of  the  session  was  not  altogether  what 
they  would  desire  most  to  see  enacted,  but  such 
provisions  as  they  thought  were  likely  to  come 
into  effect  this  session ;  for,  as  more  than  one  • 
honorable  member  eaid,  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  do  something — to  make  a  beginning ; 
and  if  it  were  found  that  whatever  prevision  they 
might  make  this  session  was  not  sufficient  to  arrest 
the  evil,  they  could  amend  it  next  session.  With 
reference  to  the  amendment  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Campbell  referred  to,  he  must  remind  the  Council 
that  the  Bill,  as  originally  introduced,  did  contain 
a  prevision  in  that  direction,  although  not  going 
to  the  full  length  of  the  suggestion  which  had 
been  made.  The  7th  clause  now  terminated  with 
the  words  "one  halfpenny  per  aores"  but  the 
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following  words  were  contained  in  the  claiue  as 
originally  introduced,  and  were  struck  out  in 
another  place :  "In  the  case  of  lands  held  on  lease 
or  license  from  the  Crown,  a  receipt  for  one*half 
of  the  rate  so  leyied  shall  be  accepted  as  part  pay- 
ment of  any  rente  doe  on  account  of  such  hola- 
ings  to  the  Grown."  •  It  seemed  to  him  that  if 
they  were  to  elaborate  the  mode  of  assessing 
Grown  lands  held  under  pastoral  leases  so  as  to 

Sress  equally  upon  them,  bearing  in  mind  the 
uration  of  the  tenure,  they  would  add  to  the 
risks  which  the  Bill  might  baye  to  run  before  it 
finally  passed.  He  thought  that  by  adding  some 
other  words  which  he  would  propose  in  Gom- 
mittee,  with  the  object  he  had  stated,  the  end 
would  he  gained,  and  in  a  manner  which  would 
be  unobjectionable. 
Bill  road  a  second  time. 

GOUNTIES  BILL. 
•The Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  when  the  Bill 
for  the  Abolition  of  the  Prorinces  was  under  dis- 
cussion in  the  Council  last  ^ear,  I  was  asked  what 
was  proposed  to  be  substituted  for  the  institu- 
tions about  to  be  swept  away ;  and  my  reply  was 
that  it  was  not  necessary  that  anything  should  be 
substituted  for  them,  but  that  they  would  be  suc- 
ceeded for  purposes  of  local  administration  by 
the  Boad  Boards,  Municipalities,  and  other  local 
bodies  which  had  grown  up  in  considerable  num- 
bers within  the  last  eight  years,  and  the  growth 
of  which  was,  in  my  opinion,  checked  by  Uie  ex- 
istence of  the  prorincial  form  of  goyemment. 
I  said  that  whether,  in  future,  the  goyem- 
ment would  continue  to  be  by  Boad  Boards, 
or  whether  they  would  take  the  shape  of  shires 
or  any  other  form,  would  depend  yery  much 
upon  the  people  themselyes  and  upon  their 
representatiyes.  In  the  Bill  which  was  then 
before  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes,  the  Local 
Goyemment  Bill,  the  Goyemment  had  indicated, 
generally,  their  yiews  upon  that  point.  The 
view  entertained  by  the  Goyemment  at  that 
time  was  that  the  Boad  Boards  should  be  re- 
garded as  the  unit  of  local  goyemment,  and 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  deyelop  them- 
selttB  into  higher  forms  called  shires,  or  any 
other  name  which  might  be  giyen  to  these  insti- 
tutions, by  the  aggregation  of  the  Boad  Boards, 
or  otherwise,  as  the  necessities  of  the  people 
might  require.  In  the  Scmsard  report  of  the 
proceedings  in  another  place  on  the  lOtli  August 
last,  when  the  second  reading  of  the  Counties 
Bill  was  proposed  by  the  late  Premier,  there 
are  some  interesting  tables  with  regard  to  local 
taxation  generally,  and  with  regard  to  the  Boad 
Boards  and  local  institutions  St  this  colony.  I 
shall  not  trouble  the  Council  by  quoting  those 
tables,  except  to  a  yery  small  extent.  They  show 
that  last  year  there  were  314  road  districts  in  the 
colony.  There  is  a  table  which  shows  that  the 
total  receipts  of  those  road  districts  for  that  year 
was  £420,404 16s.  3d.,  including  a  sum  of  £147,226 
128.  6d.  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Boards  at 
the  commencement  of  that  particular  year.  As 
may  be  supposed,  the  Proyince  of  Canterbury 
monopolizes  the  largest  of  the  figures  of  this  re- 
.  turn.    In  that  prorince  the  Boad  Board  receipts 


for  that  year  appeared  to  amount  to  £256,643  28., 
including  a  sum  of  £114,861  lis.  7d.  which  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Boards  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  and  a  contribution  of  £94,208  9s.  Id. 
from  the  Proyincial  Treasury.  The  figures  of  the 
other  proyinoes  were  exceedingly  small  beside 
those  of  that  proyince.  Notwithstanding  the 
number  of  the  local  Boards,  it  was  found  that 
they  occupied  really  only  a  yery  small  area  of  the 
colony,  and  it  was  felt  that  it  was  necessary  to 
establish  some  system  of  local  goyemment  which 
should  be  or  might  be  made  operatiye  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  colony.  To  meet  the 
need  that,  where  no  Koad  Boards  exist,  there 
should  be  no  want  of  local  administratiye  power 
for  public  purposes,  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  this 
Counties  Bill,  of  which  I  am  now  about  to  pro- 
pose the  second  reading.  By  this  Bill  the  whole 
colony  is  proposed  to  be  diyided  into  counties. 
The  boundaries  of  the  counties  are  giyen  in  the 
schedule  of  the  Bill.  A  great  deal  of  time  baa 
been  deyoted  to  the  settlement  of  this  question, 
and  it  is  due  to  the  concurrence  of  the  representa- 
tiyes  of  the  seyeral  districts  of  the  colony,  and  to 
the  aid  which  they  have  afforded  to  the  Go- 
vernment, that  the  scheme  has  been  put  into  the 
complete  form  in  which  it  now  is,  although  I  will 
not  say  there  may  not  be  room  for  still  further 
amendments.  The  Bill  proyides  for  the  election 
of  the  County  Council  by  the  electors  of  the  seye- 
ral ridings  of  the  county.  It  provides,  after 
the  first  Council  has  been  elected  and  holds  office 
for  a  shorter  period  than  is  proposed  to  be  fixed 
for  subsequent  Councils,  that  the  period  of  the 
duration  of  the  Council  shall  be  for  three  years. 
It  also  proyides  for  the  election  of  the  Chairman 
of  tlie  County.  Upon  the  mode  of  the  election  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  I  am  prepared  to 
find  a  difference  of  opinion.  Whether  or  not 
the  Chairman  should  be  elected  by  the  whole 
body  of  the  electors  or  ratepayers  of  the  county, 
or  whether  he  should  be  elected  by  the  Council 
itself,  is  a  quesUon  which  I  expect  to  hear  dis- 
cussed before  the  measure  is  finally  disposed  of. 
There  are  certain  counties,  six  in  number,  the 
boundaries  of  which  haye  been  defined,  which 
are  exempted  for  the  present  from  the  opera- 
tion of  tnis  Act.  Three  of  the  counties  which 
are  thus  exempted  are  entirely  Native  districts, 
and  in  the  others  the  number  of  inhabitants 
is  so  small  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  attempt 
to  bring  the  Act  into  operation  in  them.  By 
section  11  of  the  BiU,  it  is  declared  that  the 
Council  may,  at  any  time  within  three  months 
after  its  first  meeting,  determine  that  practically, 
except  for  one  particular  purpose,  the  Act  shall 
not  continue  in  operation  in  that  county.  The 
Bill  to  that  extent  is  permissiye.  Clause  71 
prescribes  what  are  the  duties  and  functions  of 
the  Council  of  any  county  in  case  it  is  determined 
that  those  portions  of  the  Act  referred  to  in  the 
schedule  are  not  to  be  enforced  in  that  county. 
The  royenues  of  the  county  are  set  out  in  the 
Eighth  Part  of  the  Bill  as  follow  :— 

**  (1.)  Bates  made  and  levied  as  provided  by 
this  Act  or  any  Act  incorporated  therewith ; 

"  (2.)  Tolls  levied  on  county  roads,  bridges, 
and  ferries,  and  all  rents  of  such  tolls ; 
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•*  (8.)  Moneys  PcceWed  by  the  Council  under 
Any  gnnt  or  appropriation  by  or  under  or 
in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  tbe  General 
Assembly  of  New  Zealand  ; 
"  (4w)  AU  moneys  payable  to  the  county  under 
the  proyisions  of  "The  Financial  Ar- 
rangements Act,  1876 ;" 
*'  (5.)  .All    rents    and   profits    from    property 

Tested  in  the  body  corporate  ; 
"  (6.)  All  fees,   fines,  and  penalties  recovered 
under  the  proTisions  of  this  Act,  or  any 
by-law  made  thereunder,  or  of  the  Acts 
incorporated  therewith,  for  any   offences 
committed  within  the  county ; 
"  (7.)  Moneys  received  by  way  of  loan,  as  pro- 
vided in  thi«  Act ; 
"  (8.)  Moneys  received  by  way  of  subscription 

or  voluntary  donation  ;  and 
•*  (9.)  All  other  moneys  which  may  become  the 
property  of  the   body  corporate  of   the 
county. 
I  shall  refer  presently  to  subsection  4,  which 
reUU'es  to  moneys  payable  to  the  county,  under 
the  provisiofis  of  *'  The  Financial  Arrangements 
Act,  1876."    In  that  Act  it  is  proposed  that  for  a 
period  of  five  years  the  payment  sliall  be  guaran- 
teed to  the  local  governing  bodies  of  a  sum  equal 
to  £2  for  £1  on  the  general  rates  collected  by  the 
county  or  Road  Board,  to  the  limit  of  Is.  in  the 
pound  of  rateable  value  of  the  property.     In  the 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill  it  is  provided  that 
the  Land  Fund  shall  be  charged,  amongst  other 
things,  with  subsidies  to  the  County  Councils, 
Boad  Boards,  and  River  Boards  in  the  district. 
Section  8  of  that  Act  is  to  the  following  effect : — 
"  In  respect  to  the  subsidies  mentioned  in  sub- 
section four  of  section  four,  there  shall  be  issued 
and  paid  during  each  financial  year,  in  respect  of 
sJl  toms  received  by  way  of  general  rales  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  pre- 
Tious  thereto, — 
**  (1.)  To  each  River  Board,  a  sum  equal  to  tbe 

sum  BO  received  by  such  Board  ; 
"  (2.)  To  each  County  Council,  a  sum  equal  to 
one-half  of  the  sum  so  received  by  such 
Council,  or  equal  to  one-half  of  the  total 
of  the  suras  so  received  by  all  the  Road 
Boards   within  the  county,  whichever  of 
snob  two  sums  is  the  greater ; 
"  (8.)  To  each  Road  Board,  a  sum  ascertained 
by  dividing  a  sum  equal  to  that  hereby 
payable  to  each  county,  amongst  all  the 
Koad  Boards  included  therein,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  general  rates  so  received  by 
each : 
bat  for  the  purpose  of  this  section  no  sum  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  received   by  any  Council  or 
Board  in  excess  of  the  sum  receivable  on  a  rate 
of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  of  the  annual  value 
of  rateable  property." 

Further  on,  it  is  provided, — 
"  The  balance  of  the  Land  Fund  of  each  dis- 
trict, after  payment  of  the  charges  mentioned  in 
■ection  four,  shall  be  disposed  of  as  follows : — 
"  (1.)  If  any  money  is  raised  as  provided  by 
section  eleven,  and  applied  to  make  up  any 
deficiency  in  the    Land  Fund,  or  if  any 
money  is  advanced  from  the  Consolidated 

TOL.  XXin.-26. 


Fund  for  sucli  purpose  as  provided  by  sec- 
tion fifteen,  then  the  biilance  of  the  Land 
Fund  at  any  time  accruing  hereafter  shall 
be  applied  to  repay  all  sums  so  raised  or 
advanced. 
**(2.)  Subject  to  any  such  repayments,  the 
balance  of  land  fund  mentioned  in  section 
four  shall  be  divided  amongst  the  counties 
in  the  district  as  follows  :~- 

"  Three-fifths  in  the  proportion  of  the 
areas  of  the  several  counties  in  the  district ; 
two-fifths  in  the  proportion  of  the  general 
rates  received  as  above  provided  by  such 
several  counties  and  their  included  road 
districts." 
Section  21  of  that  Bill  provides, — 
"  All  revenues  arising  in  any  district,  anything 
in  *The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1867,'  or  any  other 
Act   notwithstanding,   under  'The  Gold   Fields 
Act,  1866,'  or  any  Act  for  the  time  being  in  force 
relating  to  the  mining  for  gold,  shall,  except  as 
hereinafter  provided,  be    paid   into  the   Public 
Account  to  a  separate  account  for  such  district ; 
aud  the  Colonial  Treasurer  shall  issue  and  pay 
such  moneys  as  herein  provided,  that  is  to  say, — 
"  (1.)  All  rents  or  other  moneys  payable  to  the 
Native  owners  of  the  land   from   which 
revenue   has   accrued.  —  to   such   Native 
owners ; 
"  (2.)  The  balance, — to   the   county  in   which 
such   revenue   has  accrued  ;  or  if  it  has 
accrued  in  two  or  more  counties,  then  to 
such  counties  in  such  proportion  as  the 
Governor  from  time  to  time  directs." 
Section  23  of  that  Bill  enacts   that   all   gold 
duties  shall   be    payable    to  the    counties  also* 
There  is  a  further  important  provision  in  section 
32  of  that  Bill  with  reference  to  those  districts 
in  which  it  has  been  determined  that  the  Coun- 
ties Act  shall  not  be  brought  into  force.     Provi- 
sion is  made  in  that  section  that  the  portion  of 
the  Land  Fund  which   under  ordinary  circum- 
stances would    be  the  revenue   of  the   county 
shall  be  distributed  amongst   the  Road  Boards 
and    outlying  districts    by   the    County   Coun- 
cil itself.     Provision   is  made   that,   in   case  of 
the  failure  of  the  Council  to  discharge  the  duty 
imposed  upon  it,  the  Governor  may  step  in  to 
superintend  the  distribution  of  the  money  and 
the  carrying  out  of  the  required  works.    So  much 
for  the  revenue  of  the  county.    I  shall  not  weary 
honorable  members  by  going  throujjh  the  Bill, 
the  main  portion  of  which  is  machinery.     The 
functions   of  the   Council  are   defined  in  Part 
X.    Powers  of  borrowing,  as  is  usual  on  those 
occasions,   are    also    bestowed.    The    borrowing 
powers  are  of  two  kinds — one  a  general  power, 
which  is  limited  to  twice  the  value  of  the  rates  in 
the  year  immediately  preceding ;  and  the  other  a 
special  power,  which  is  hedged  around  with  such 
provisions  as  I  think  will  relieve  the  minds  of 
honorable  gentlemen  as  to  the  p098ibility  of  its 
being  very  much  abused.     It  requires  that  the 
borrowing,  whenever  it  is  to   be  done,  shall  be 
done  with  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers,  and  that 
a  poll  shall  be  taken  and  formal  proceedings  be 
instituted  before  any  special  loan  can  be  raised. 
Honorable  gentlemen  will  see  that  considerable 
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care  lias  been  bestowed  to  secure  the  adapta- 
bility of  this  maohinery  to  the  existing  oircum- 
stances,  or  to  any  circumstances  which  may  pos- 
sibly arise  in  the  future.  Power  b  given  to 
the  Governor  in  Council  to  constitute  new  coun- 
ties; and  power  is  given  to  unite  two  or  more 
counties  into  one,  and  to  alter  the  boundaries. 
Power  is  also  given  to  the  County  Council 
itself  to  alter  the  ridings  of  the  county,  and  to 
provide  for  the  merger  of  Boad  Boards  into  the 
county  itself.  There  are  a  great  many  other  pro- 
visions containing  powers  which  are  neccssarilv 
conferred  upon  bodies  of  this  kind,  and  to  which 
I  need  not  nirther  refer.  In  clause  212,  power  is 
given  to  the  Governor  to  remedy  any  defects  that 
may  be  found  to  exist  in  the  working  of  this 
machinery — a  very  necessary  power  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  whole  Bill  is  new,  and  that 
its  administration  will,  in  the  first  instance,  be 
necessarily  confided  to  hands  not  perhaps  quite 
experienced  in  such  matters.  I  move  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— This  Bill» 
in  my  opinion,  is  one  of  the  most  careful  and 
most  excellent  measures  of  its  kind  that  we  have 
bad  to  consider  for  a  long  tiine.  It  is  not  pos- 
sible that  pei^ection  can  be  reached  by  any  person, 
however  ingenious ;  and  what  we  may  think  is 
perfection  to-day,  a  little  experience  may  prove  to 
be  not  the  most  efficient  and  best-contrived  system 
that  could  have  been  devised.  There  must  be  so 
much  of  experiment  in  any  of  those  Bills  that  I 
was  glad  to  hear  the  Colonial  Treasurer  say  that 
if  the  Act  did  not  work  well,  alterations  might 
hereafter  be  made.  I  was  also  glad  to  hear  the 
honorable  gentleman  say  that  in  Committee  he 
thought  it  probable  the  Bill  might  be  amended. 
I  perceive  that  the  amendments  made  in  this  Bill 
will  rather  be  based  on  principle  than  on  mere 
details.  As  far  as  I  can  see,  there  are  not  many 
details  to  take  exception  to.  My  own  idea  of  the 
principle  on  which  we  ought  to  proceed  with 
counties  would  not  be  quite  so  bold  as  the  course 
the  Government  has  taken.  I  would  prefer  to 
have  a  system  of  aggregating  Boad  Boards  into 
clusters,  so  that  they  might  send  delegates  at 
certain  periods  of  the  year  to  form  what  might 
be  called  a  County  Council  electing  its  own  chair- 
man merely  for  the  proper  carrying  on  of  its 
deliberations,  and  constituting  themselves  entirely 
into  a  distributing  body  to  distribute  and  appor- 
tion the  funds  of  the  entire  county.  By  so  aggre- 
gating the  Boad  Boards,  a  certain  harmony  might 
be  secured,  and  the  great  danger  which  I  appre- 
hend overhangs  us  in  this  Bill,  of  indiscriminate 
borrowing,  nnd  of  erecting  large  political  powers 
in  the  country,  would  have  been  postponed,  at 
least,  if  not  avoided.  I  would  like  to  have 
seen  ridings  as  far  as  possible  made  to  coin- 
cide with  Boad  Boards,  and  I  would  have  liked 
to  have  seen  the  Boad  Board  boundaries  in  no 
instance  allowed  to  overlap  the  boundaries  either 
of  ridings  or  counties.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that 
in  some  of  the  counties  in  the  schedules  it  is  un- 
fortunately the  case  that  parts  of  a  Boad  Board 
district  are  in  two  or  more  counties.  That  cannot 
be  a  desirable  state  of  things,  and  must  lead  to  a 
good  deal  of  confusion  hereafter.    I  should  like 


to  see  clause  6,  Part  II.,  which  gives  the  power  of 
merging  Boad  Boards  into  the  county,  entirely 
expunged,  because  I  think  our  legislation  should 
take  a  precisely  contrary  direction  to  that.  We 
should  only  by  that  means  have  some  counties 
with  a  short  leg — with  one  riding  belonging  to 
the  county,  and  eight  other  ridings  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  county.  We  should  thus  have 
something  like  the  same  difficulty  we  always 
anticipate  would  happen  to  the  country  when 
certain  of  the  provinces  would  break  down,  and 
would  have  to  be  taken  over  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment. That  difficulty  was  so  great  that  no 
Government  had  courage  enough  to  face  it,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  several  provinces,  which 
were  really  not  able  to  carry  on,  were  subsidized 
and  kept  just  alive  rather  than  they  should  be 
merged.  I  hope  our  legislation  will  take  the 
direction  of  making  the  IU>ad  Boards  and  ridings 
coincide,  and  the  County  Council  simply  a  meet- 
ing of  the  chairmen  of  the  various  Boad  Boards 
for  purposes  of  mutual  interest.  I  think  it  will 
be  found  to  be  a  very  serious  difficulty  if  one 
riding  or  Boad  Board  is  in  a  different  category 
from  the  rest ;  and  I  think,  as  the  Koad  Boards 
have  been  an  acknowledged  success  through- 
out the  colony,  there  ought  to  be  no  loophole 
given  by  which,  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel  among 
themselves  at  a  particular  epoch,  the  inhabitanta 
of  a  road  district  might  destroy  the  form  of  local 
administration  which  has  been  found  so  benefi- 
cial. I  think  it  would  be  wonderful  if  those  who 
think  with  me  upon  the  nature  of  the  constitution 
of  Councils  should  not  be  opposed  to  the  election 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  by  the  whole  of 
the  ratepayers  of  the  county.  I  think  that  will 
not  only  lead  to  a  conflict  of  authority,  but  vrill 
delay  the  period  when  a  more  natural,  more 
economical,  and  more  simple  foim  of  government 
shall  come  about — when  the  Chairman  of  the 
county  shall  be  simply  the  president  of  a  meeting 
of  associated  chairmen  of  Boad  Boards.  I  wish 
also  to  say  that  I  see  another  great  difficulty  in 
the  election  of  the  County  Chairman  by  the 
whole  of  the  ratepayers.  In  the  province  in 
which  I  have  lived  ever  since  I  have  been  in 
this  country,  as  simple,  economical)  and  efficient 
a  form  of  local  self-government  has  been  adopted 
as  could  possibly  be  suggested.  In  that  province 
the  Superintendent  is  elected  by  the  Council, 
apd  he  consequently  is  not  the  master  of  the 
Council,  as  he  would  be  if  he  were  elected  by 
a  plebiscitttm  as  is  proposed  in  this  Bill  at 
present.  He  is  the  servant  of  the  Provincial 
Council.  I  think  that  is  the  position  he  ought 
to  occupy ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
harmony  between  the  Chairman  and  the  Council 
will  be  insured  if  that  system  is  in  force.  That 
harmony  does  not  always  exist  under  the  other 
systems,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  Parliaments  of 
other  days.  The  counties  now  proposed  to  be 
established  are  like  what  the  provinces  have  been 
in  times  past,  and  we  shall  see  the  same  diffi- 
culties arise  as  we  have  seen  in  times  past. 
If  we  are  to  have  the  Chairmen  of  counties 
elected  by  the  whole  body  of  ratepayers — by 
manhood  suffrage,  in  fact — why  should  we  not 
havo  the  same  system  of  voting  in  regard  to  the 
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ndsing  of  loans  P  The  fact  U  that  we  arc  not  to 
be  allowed  to  Tote  by  our  qualifications  as  elec- 
tors in  ref^ard  to  the  matter  which  touches  us 
most  nearly — ^namely,  the  raising  of  money  by 
loan.  In  the  election  of  the  County  Coanoil,  a 
plurality  of  votes  is  allowed  in  proportion  ta  the 
amount  of  the  property  which  the^electors  hold. 
I  should  haye  thought  that,  if  there  was  one 
single  occMion  on  which  a  person  should  Tote  in 
vespect  of  his  property,  and  use  a  plural  Tote,  it 
would  be  in  just  that  particular  case  of  the 
iBising  of  loans.  Yet  in  that  case,  and  in  the 
election  of  County  Chairmen,  there  is  to  be  no 
plurality  of  Totes  at  all.  I  hope  that  the  pro* 
poeed  mode  of  electing  the  Chairmen  will  not  be 
agreed  to  by  the  Council ;  but  I  do  trust  that 
the  Council  will  go  a  little  further,  and  insert  in 
the  Bill  some  clause  allowing  the  owners  of  pro- 
perty a  plurality  of  votes  m  proportion  to  the 
property  they  hold.  I  think  that  the  Chairman 
ought,  if  he  is  a  paid  officer,  to  be  disqualified 
from  holding  a  seat  in  Parliament.  My  reason 
for  this  is  that  in  times  past  great  difficulties 
bare  arisen  in  regard  to  the  Superintendents  of 
provinces  and  other  paid  officers  in  Parliament ; 
and  I  look  on  this  as  a  direct  inducement  for 
people  to  make  a  profession  of  politics  for  the 
Mke  of  the  pay  that  is  attached  to  it.  Once  in 
Pailiament,  such  people  know  that  their  main- 
tenance in  Parliament  depends  on  how  much  they 
can  screw  out  of  the  Government.  Part  IX.  of 
the  Bill  refers  to  the  ordinary  loans,  such  as 
thoee  which  we  struck  out  when  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Bill  was  before  us.  I  should  be 
disposed  to  strike  that  provision  for  borrowing 
out  of  the  Bill  altogether,  unless  the  plurality  of 
votes  is  allowed,  in  which  case  I  thixik  no  great 
harm  could  be  done.  I  should,  however,  like  to 
fe  a  clause  introduced  to  provide  for  a  sinking 
fund  of  i  per  cent,  on  all  loans.  I  have  been 
asked  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  province  in 
which  I  live  to  try  to  restore  the  boundaries  of 
the  province.  By  some  accident,  the  Provincial 
Snemeer  gave  the  wrone  boundaries,  but  this 
had  escafMd  notice  untu  the  boundaries  were 
printed  in  the  schedule  to  this  Bill.  Honorable 
members  will  see  that  it  is  not  only  reasonable- 
to  desire  that  the  proper  boundaries  should  be 
set  forth,  but  that  it  is  desirable  also.  I  will 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  hope 
that  in  Committee  the  Government  will  propose 
amendments  in  the  direction  I  have  indicated. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.--Sir,  one 
of  the  main  objects  of  this  Bill  appears  to  be  to 
ereate  a  machinery  for  grinding  out  fresh  taxes 
from  the  body  politic.  I  expect  that  this  will  be 
the  only  permanent  endowment  that  the  public 
at  large  will  receive  from  the  abolition  of  the 
provincial  system  of  government.  The  public  at 
large  were  fed  to  acquiesce  in  the  change  of  the 
form  of  government  from  the  belief  that  they 
were  to  receive  pennanent  and  substantial  en- 
dowments ;  but  those  permanent  and  substantial 
endowments  have  been  gradually  decreasing. 
They  were  last  year  £1,  and  now  they  are  re- 
duced to  one-half  the  promised  amount.  '*  Men 
may  come  and  men  may  go,"  but  this  machi- 
neiy  will  "go  on  for  ever."    Our  substantial  en- 


dowments may  go,  but  this  taxing  machine  will 
remain  for  ever,  and  landowners  will  be  in  the 
position  of  the  milch  cow  which  has  two  owners, 
each  of  wliom  tries  to  get  the  last  drop  out  of 
her.  This  Bill  is  no  doubt  the  result  of  the  de- 
termination of  Parliament  last  session  to  abolish 
Provincialism.  I  cannot  but  express  my  regret 
that  the  administrative  machinery  is  not  of  a 
more  simple  character.  I  believe  the  whole  ends 
to  be  obtained  would  have  been  obtained  by  the 
establishment  of  a  simple  machinery,  instead  of 
the  one  now  proposed — something,  in  fact,  like 
what  is  known  in  some  parts  of  the  Australian 
colonies  as  the  "Main  Boad  Board  system."  Had 
that  been  done,  had  such  Main  Boad  Board  in 
each  province  been  elected  by  the  various  road 
districts,  and  intrusted  with  the  superintendence 
over  and  tlie  maintenance  of  the  main  lines  of 
road,  all  the  machinery  actually  necessitated  by 
the  abolition  of  the  provinces  would  have  been 
provided.  My.  honorable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  has 
stated  that  this  Bill  is  of  a  permissive  character ; 
but  I  wiU  point  out  that,  though  it  is  permissive 
in  name,  it  is  not  so  in  reality.  It  is  optional  for 
the  County  Boards  under  this  Bill  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  administrative  clauses  of  the  Bill, 
but  there  is  no  provision  for  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  that  must  devolve  upon  somebody  if  they 
do  not  come  under  the  Act.  The  main  lines  of 
road  are  intrusted  to  the  County  Boards ;  but  if 
the  County  Boards  decline  to  bring  themselves 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  there  will  in 
point  of  fact  be  nobody  to  take  charge  of  the  main 
roads.  The  result  will  be  that  the  Boards  will — 
whether  they  like  it  or  not — be  forced  to  come 
under  the  operation  of  the  Bill.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  that  the  Bill  is  of  a  permissive  charac- 
ter, but  I  think  that  in  operation  it  will  bo  found 
to  be  of  an  entirely  opposite  nature.  I  am  certain 
that  the  County  Boards  will  not  be  in  existence 
many  months  before  they  will  find  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  bring  themselves  under  this  Act. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  has  referred  to 
various  parts  of  the  Bill  which  must  engage  our 
serious  attention  in  Committee ;  and  I  hope  that 
the  same  principle  will  be  adopted  in  this  Bill 
which  we  have  adopted  in  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Bill,  and  that  it  will  be  provided 
that  whatever  borrowing  is  to  take  place  under 
this  Bill  will  have  to  take  place  with  the 
consent  of  the  ratepayers ;  and  I  also  trust 
that  when  such  consent  is  obtained,  and  when 
the  poll  is  taken,  it'  will  be  recognized  that 
persons  pecuniarily  concerned  should  have  voting 
power  proportionate  to  the  responsibilities  that 
will  attach  to  their  properties  consequent  on 
the  liabilities  being  incurred  by  the  counties.  I 
notice  a  considerable  deviation  in  this  Bill  from 
that  which  we  were  told  last  year  would  be 
brought  down.  I  gather  from  the  context  of  the 
Bill  that  it  was  originally  designed  that  the  boun- 
daries of  the  counties  should,  where  Road  Boards 
existed,  be  coterminous  with  the  boundaries  of 
the  Boad  Boards  ;  but  I  wish  to  draw  attention 
to  the  fact  that  that  is  not  the  case  in  many 
instances.  In  the  Province  of  Wellington  there 
are  only  eight  Boad  Boards ;  and  it  is  now  pro- 
posed that  there  shall  be  in  this  province  six 
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counties,  and  I  think  it  will  be  found  that,  con- 
sequent on  the  reduction  in  the  number,  the 
boundaries  of  the  Boad  Boards  in  some  cases 
OYcrhip  the  boundaries  of  the  counties.  This 
is  the  case  with  the  two  Counties  of  Wairarapa 
East  and  Wairarapa  West  In  the  Wairarapa 
district  there  are  three  Boad  Boards,  and  these 
are  n<^  divided  into  two  counties,  and  each 
county  comprises  one-half  of  the  road  districts. 
DifBculties  will  consequentlj  arise,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  principle  originally  intended  to  be 
carried  out  has  been  departed  from.  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  to  this 
matter  now,  in  order  that  steps  may  be  taken 
to  remedy  it  in  Committee.  I  shall  approach 
the  Bill  with  an  anxious  desire  to  improve  it, 
where  it  is  capable  of  improvement ;  and  I  shall 
certainly  not  oppose  its  second  reading. 

•  The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— I  was  not  here 
last  year  when  certain  revolutionary  measures 
were  introduced,  and  I  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  my  opinion  about  them.  I 
will  do  so  now,  and  very  shortly.  In  all  climes, 
Sir,  and  in  all  ages,  when  a  revolution  has  been 
brought  about,  it  has  been  either  by  a  successful 
military  leader  or  by  the  surging  up  of  the  mass 
■gainst  long  oppression  and  in  defence  of  sacred 
rights.  But  in  this  quiet  colony  of  ours,  what 
took  place  ?  A  revolution  was  initiated  not  by 
pressure  from  without,  not  by  pressure  from 
within,  not  after  long  and  statesmanlike  deli- 
beration, but  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  when 
smarting  under  the  stinging  sarcasms  of  a  poli- 
tical opponent,  the  Premier  of  this  colony  issued 
his  fiat,  '*  Provincial  institutions  are  abolished  in 
the  North  Island."  It  is  very  easy  to  initiate 
ft  revolution ;  it  is  very  easy  to  set  a  stone  in 
motion  downhill ;  but.  Sir,  when  once  the  hand 
l^ves  the  stone  all  controlling  and  guiding  power 
is  lost.  When  Sir  Julius  Yogel  returned  to  this 
country,  he  found  that  the  revolutionary  stone 
had  made  a  bound,  and  that  after  a  great  struggle 
the  Abolition  of  Provinces  Act  was  carried  by  a 
compromise.  At  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
sion, no  doubt  it  was  thought  that  the  revolu- 
tionary stone  would  roll  on  very  quietly.  But 
apparently  the  Constitutionalists  had  made  a 
way,  and  almost  on  the  first  day  of  the  session 
the  revolutionary  stone  went  with  a  plunge  into 
the  Piako  Swamp.  Then  we  saw  for  nights  and 
days  and  weeks  a  fierce  struggle  between  the 
Revolutionists  and  the  Constitutionalists,  the  one 
wishing  to  take  the  stone  out  of  the  mire,  the 
other  to  bury  it  for  ever  there.  But,  Sir,  Pro- 
vidence, like  an  honorable  friend  of  mine,  gene- 
rally votes  on  the  side  of  the  majority,  and  Pro- 
vidence willed  that  the  stone  should  roll  out- 
ward and  onward.  As  soon  as  the  slime  of 
the  Piako  Swamp  was  cleared  from  the  stone, 
the  Constitutionalists  saw  with  joy  that  there 
was  a  rent  in  it,  and  they  fiercely  attacked  it 
with  sledge-hammer  blows  to  break  it  asunder. 
They  wocud  have  succeeded,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  revolution,  but  the  Shepherd  Kings  of  Can- 
terbury intervened  their  wool  bales,  and  the  re- 
volutionary stone  rolled  on,  and  it  continues  to 
roll.  I  hope  it  will  soon  be  arrested  by  the  magic 
wand  of  justice  and  power  wielded  by  our  g<KKi 


Queen.  I  have  passed  over  the  greater  part  of 
this  planet,  and  I  have  seen  tricks  of  jugglery 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  but  I  must  say  I  never 
yet  saw  such  an  extraordinary  trick  of  jugglery 
as  that  which  has  been  perpetrated  by  the  pre- 
sent Government — that  of  making  one-half  of 
the  Constitution  swallow  up  the  other  half. 
This  ill-digested  Bill  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  is 
the  excrenientized  production  of  that  operation, 
and  this  Council  is  called  upon  to  deodorize  it, 
and  make  it  sweet,  so  that  it  should  be  spread 
broadcast  over  the  colony  to  fertilize  it,  and  bring 
into  existence  next  session  forty  or  fifty  Chair- 
men of  Councils,  who  will  all,  as  children  of  the 
horse-leech,  come  up  here  as  members  of  this 
Parliament,  making  it  utterly  impossible  to  carry 
on  constitutional  or  any  other  form  of  govern- 
ment. Having  said  that  much,  I  do  not  intend 
to  add  much  more  on  the  subject  at  present,  but 
may  have  an  opportunity  by-and-by.  This  ill- 
digested  Bill  is  full  of  that  epidemic  which  has 
done  so  much  harm  in  this  country  during  the 
last  seven  years — ^I  mean  the  borrowing  power, 
Municipal  Corporations,  Harbour  Boards,  County 
Councils,  all  having  borrowing  powers;  and  I 
trust  this  Council  wUl  put  its  foot  down  strongly 
upon  the  borrowing  power.  About  twelve  years 
ago  an  Imperial  Act  was  passed,  giving  permission 
to  trustees  to  invest  trust  money  in  Indian  rail- 
way securities.  Last  year  when  I  was  at  Home 
those  securities  began  to  get  a  little  shaky.  There 
were  signs  of  a  disturbance  in  India;  and  the 
financi^  papers  took  the  question  up,  and  they 
said  that,  the  Imperial  Gt>vemraent  having  given 
permission  to  invest  moneys  in  such  a  manner, 
they  were  morally,  and  might  be  considered 
legally,  liable.  Now,  if  we  are  going  to  give 
permission  to  all  these  bodies  to  borrow  moneyj 
the  Qt)vemment  will  become  liable,  or  our  credit 
will  be  dragged  through  the  mire.  There  are 
several  points  in  regard  to  the  Bill  which  I  intend 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Q-oremment  to  when 
we  are  in  Committee.  A  very  curious  circum- 
stance has  happened  in  regard  to  one  of  the 
counties  in  which  I  t^ke  a  great  interest,  and 
with  which  I  have  for  many  years  been  asso- 
ciated. The  name  of  that  county  has  been 
changed.  I  do  not  know  why  it  has  been  changed, 
or  how  it  has  been  changed,  or  after  whom  it  is 
called.  I  trust  it  is  not  called  after  any  of  that 
flight  of  harpies  who  accompanied  the  honest 
digger  from  Australia — those  harpies  who  have 
been  so  well  described  by  the  poet  of  Mantua.  X 
never  look  upon  one  of  that  obese  class  vrithoat 
thinking  that  he  has  fattened  on  the  blood-  of  the 
miners.  If  that  is  the  case,  there  will  be  a  rising 
up  of  every  man  in  that  county,  who  will  con- 
sider it  a  personal  insult  offered  to  himself.  The 
neighbouring  county  is  called  after  one  of  the 
largest  lakes  in  the  colony — the  Wakatipu ;  and 
whv  not  call  this  county  after  another  large  lake, 
and  maintain  the  Maori  names  as  long  as  pos- 
sible ?  Why  not  call  it  the  Hawea  P  and  let  the 
pure  waters  of  the  Hawea  wash  out  the  present 
Ignoble  name  attached  to  the  county. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— Sir,  I  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  even  reading  this  Bill 
through,  and  tlierofore  I  cannot  discosa  it  aa  I 
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Otherwise  might  he  inclined  to  do.  But  in 
glancing  oyer  it,  I  noticed  certain  peculiarities  in 
the  Bill  upon  which  I  wiah  to  make  a  few  ob- 
•ervalioni.  The  first  matter  has  alreadj  been 
referred  to — the  borrowing.  Borrowing  for  ordi- 
narj  purposes,  to  the  extent  of  two  years'  income, 
I  do  not  object  to,  because  it  does  not  inrolTC  the 
oowaty  in  anj  rerj  serioos  obligation.  But  bor- 
rowing for  special  purposes  I  do  object  to,  be- 
cause it  is  without  limit,  and  because  it  virtually 
invoWes  taxation  without  proper  representation. 
In  some  of  the  counties  that  cover  a  large  area, 
a  majority  of  the  population  are  miners.  They 
are  not  landowners,  and  they  will  virtually  have 
the  taxation  of  the  landowners  in  their  own 
hands,  because  they  are  in  a  numerical  majority. 
Now  it  is  altogether  against  what  we  consider 
lair  and  just  that  the  parties  who  are  to  pay 
the  taxes  should  be  overridden,  and  have  no  voice 
in  fixing  the  incidence  of  taxation.  For  example, 
in  some  districts  that  I  am  acquainted  with  there 
will  be  three  miners  to  one  landowner,  and  the 
migority  will  have  the  power  to  initiate  borrowing 
to  any  extent ;  while  those  who  have  to  pay  the 
taxes  will  only  be  able  to  stand  by  and  observe 
what  is  done — they  will  be  powerless,  in  the  mat- 
ter. I  think  that  is  an  anomaly  that  should  not 
ba  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Bill.  Then  again 
thsra  is  the  old  drawback  that  I  have  so  fre- 
quently ndsed  my  voice  against — ^namely,  borrow- 
ing money  at  a  high  rate  of  interest,  on  the  plea 
tlttt  the  Colonial  Government  is  not  liable  for  it. 
What  is  this  money  borrowed  for,  but  for  pur- 
poses which  a  Government  such  as  that  of  New 
Zealand,  taking  upon  itself  the  affairs  of  the 
idiole  colony,  is  boond  to  carry  outP  And  if 
money  is  borrowed  for  such  purposes,  is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  the  colony  is  not  liable  for 
it  ?  For  example,  the  making  of  main  roads 
tiuroughont  the  colony  is  a  work  similar  in 
character  to  making  railways;  and  if  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  do  the  one,  it  is 
equally  its  duty  to  do  the  other.  And  the 
repayment  of  money  borrowed  for  such  a  pur- 
pose may  be  fairly  expected  from  the  Colonial 
Government.  Any  caveat  against  the  liability 
of  the  Colonial  Government  would,  I  believe,  not 
be  entertained  should  the  question  ever  arise  in  a 
Court  of  law.  Besides,  the  loss  to  the  colony  in 
boROwing  money  at  7  per  cent.,  when  it  could  be 
fo^  at  a  lower  rate  by  the  Colonial  Government, 
u  surely  a  waste.  All  the  colonies  in  good  credit, 
Mich  as  Queensland,  New  South  Wales,  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada,  get  their  money  at  an  average 
of  92  for  4  per  oent.  debentures  (  while  this 
eokmy,  not  in  such  good  credit,  has  only  to  pay 
6  per  cent,  for  the  debentures  at  par.  There  in 
a  eiear  loss,  over  borrowing  by  the  Colonial 
Government,  of  2  per  cent.,  and  that,  on  a  large 
•mn  of  money,  involves  a  considerable  waste  to 
the  colony;  because  whatever  is  a  waste  to  a 
portion  of  the  oolony,  or  to  the  people  of  the 
colony,  is  a  waste  to  the  oolony  itself.  I  have 
protested  against  such  a  course  repeatedly  in 
other  sessions,  and  I  again  draw  attention  to  it, 
and  protest  against  wasting  the  borrowing  power 
of  the  oolony,  and  losing  a  dear  2  per  oent.  on 
all  the  mon^  required  for  these  pniposee.    We 


talk  about  a  paternal  Gh>vemment.  Is  it  the  act 
of  a  paternal  Government  to  allow  the  people  to 
be  placed  in  a  false  position  such  as  this  ?  There 
is  another  subject  closely  connected  with  this.  I 
have  recently  been  at  Home,  and  I  have  been 
frequently  spoken  to  with  regard  to  the  difficulty 
of  finding  out  the  actual  liabilities  of  New  Zea- 
land. Every  person  connected  with  the  Stock 
Exchange,  or  with  financial  matters,  can  tell  yon 
that  New  Zealand  has  a  certain  amount  of  de- 
bentures— say  seventeen  and  a  half  millions — 
floating  in  London.  But  they  say  truly  they  can 
find  no  record  whatever  of  the  outside  indebted- 
ness of  New  Zealand;  because  scarcely  a  week 
passes  in  which  there  are  not  applications  for  the 
fioatiug  of  small  loans  for  harbours,  docks,  and 
other  purposes,  by  local  bodies.  That  is  unsatis- 
factory, because,  on  the  London  market,  the 
calculation  is  that  the  amount  of  borrowing 
in  the  aggregate  is  not  greater  than  we  can 
really  afford  to  pay.  Another  objection  I  have 
to  the  Bill  is  that  the  counties  are  too  large.  I 
have  before  me  a  map  of  the  amended  counties, 
and  I  obserre  that  some  of  the  counties  are  120 
miles  long.  Wallace,  for  instance,  extends  from 
Bligh  Sound  to  the  Bluff.  At  the  extreme 
southern  point  there  is  a  certain  class  of  people ; 
in  the  centre  there  is  a  different  class ;  and  in 
the  interior  there  are  pastoral  tenants  and  land- 
owners. How  is  it  possible  to  work  a  county  120 
miles  long  by  about  thirty  or  forty  miles  wide 
from  any  one  point,  or  to  get  persons  to  re- 
present the  different  ridings  in  that  county,  and 
to  meet  at  any  given  point  to  transact  busmess  ? 
1  consider  there  is  a  fatal  objection  to  the  Bill  in 
that  respect,  and  an  alteration  will  have  to  be 
made  in  Committee.  At  any  ^te  it  is  impera- 
tive that  facilities  should  bo  given  for  dividing 
these  large  counties  into  smaller  and  workable 
ones.  The  administrative  difficulty  otherwise 
will  be  found  to  be  almost  insuperable.  This 
county  to  which  I  have  referred  contains  more 
than  a  million  acres.  This  would  be  perpetuating 
and  intensifying  the  system  of  centralizing  we 
have  just  been  getting  rid  of— the  provincial 
system.  I  believe  that,  if  these  large  counties 
are  created  as  they  appear  on  the  map,  nearly 
every  shilling  of  the  money  derived  from  the 
interior  of  the  country  will  be  spent  near  the 
coast  or  in  the  settled  districts,  and  the  parties 
oontributing  largely  to  the  revenues  of  the  coun- 
ties will  be  deprived  of  any  participation  in  the 
outlay  of  the  money.  There  is  another  county 
side  by  side  vrith  that  of  Wallace,  and  cover- 
ing almost  as  great  an  area.  In  every  case  there 
are  natural  barriers  that  would  indicate  where 
the  divisions  should  take  place.  I  have  also 
another  objection  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
counties  have  been  laid  off, — namely,  that,  in- 
stead of  taking  the  watershed,  as  has  been  done 
in  every  case,  the  rivers  should  have  been  taken ; 
because  the  river  is  the  natural  boundaiy  and 
separates  the  interests  of  the  different  localities. 
Generally  speaking,  the  effect  of  a  river  running 
through  a  particukr  locality  is  to  determine  the 
character  of  the  land  and  the  pursuits  of  the  people 
on  each  side  of  it.  Beference  has  been  made  to 
the  ridings.    I  think  Boad  BoazdSi  as  they  are 
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already  in  existence,  would  have  been  better. 
The  amalgamation  of  a  certain  number  of  Boad 
Boards  forming  a  county  would,  I  beliere,  be  a 
better  arrangement  than  the  present.  The  only 
paid  member  of  the  County  Council  is  to  be  the 
Chairman ;  but  in  order  to  prevent  any  log- 
rolling, either  with  regard  to  the  appointment  or 
the  emoluments,  it  would  be  wise,  I  think,  if  we 
were  to  fix  the  salary,  and  that  it  should  not 
exceed  a  certain  sum.  In  the  marginal  notes  to 
the  Bill,  a  member  of  Parliament  is  prohibited 
from  becoming  Chairman.  That,  however,  is  not 
incorporated  in  the  body  of  the  Bill.  I  think  it 
should  be,  because,  generally  speaking,  the  most 
available  men  are  members  of  Parliament ;  but 
there  is  this  drawback :  that  in  the  future  the 
very  shortest  time  they  may  be  expected  to  be 
away  from  the  districts  in  which  they  reside  will 
be  K>ur  months,  and  I  think  it  would  be  much 
better  if  they  were  excluded  from  any  participa- 
tion in  carrying  out  this  Act.  There  are  plenty 
of  men  in  each  of  the  districts  quite  qualified  to 
take  the  position  of  Chairman,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  wise  to  reintroduce  that  part  of  the 
clause  providing  that  members  of  Parliament 
should  not  be  Chairmen  of  County  Councils. 
We  expected  that  the  whole  gist  of  the  measure 
would  be  to  introduce  cheap  local  self-govern- 
ment— that  the  people  should  govern  themselves 
in  an  inexpensire  manner ;  we  should  not  permit 
large  salaries  to  be  given  to  the  Chairmen,  to  begin 
a  system  that  we  have  discontinued  by  the  abo- 
lition of  the  provinces.  With  these  remarks  I 
shall  support  tne  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but 
I  should  like  to  see  it  amended  somewhat  in  the 
direction  that  I  have  indicated. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB.— As  there  appears 
to  be  a  considerable  feeling  of  unanimity  on  the 
part  of  the  Council  in  favour  of  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  offer  any 
remarks  at  length  with  reference  to  it.  As  has 
been  truly  said,  it  is  the  natural  sequence  to  the 
policy  of  abolition  that  was  brought  before  the 
country,  and  affirmed  by  such  a  large  majority 
of  the  whole  colony ;  ana  I  think  the  Government 
have  reason  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  sub- 
mitted 'to  this  CouncU  a  Bill  drawn  so  carefully, 
and  providing  so  fully  for  the  benefits  of  local 
self-government — the  object  which  we  have  all 
had  m  view  for  such  a  length  of  time.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  Bill  now  before  us  provides  to  the 
yery  fullest  extent  that  local  control  and  that 
local  administration  of  affkirs  which  ought  to  be 
conducted  by  local  Governments  without  their 
being  hampered  with  such  unnecessary  powers  of 
legislation  as  made  them  so  obnoxious  in  former 
days.  In  common  with  some  honorable  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken  on  this  Bill,  I  should  like,  if  it 
were  possible  to  attain  it,  to  have  seen  a  system 
of  loc»l  government  not  hampered  with  the  ma- 
chinery which  undoubtedly  surrounds  the  local 
Svemment  in  the  present  measure.  And  it 
M  been  a  matter  of  yery  frequent  and  careful 
thought  with  me  as  to  whether  such  simpler 
system  could  not  be  adopted;  but  the  more  I 
have  refiected  upon  the  matter,  the  more  I  have 
found  that  it  is  a  perfect  impossibility  to  obtain 
complete  BunpUdty  of  goTemment,  and  at  the 


same  time  surround  it  with  all  those  necessary 
checks  which  are  bo  essential  to  good  government. 
For  that  reason  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  at  all  events,  as  far  as  my  own  mind  goes,  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  suggest  any  improved  form 
by  which  the  machinery  of  government  can  be 
simplified.  It  has  been  suggested — and  it  is  a 
suggestion  that  occurred  to  my  own  mind  also — 
whether  the  sanie  result  could  not  have  been 
attained  by  placing  the  power  of  election  in  the 
hands  of  the  Boad  Boards,  and  from  these  bodies 
forming  a  central  body  such  as  the  County  Coun- 
cil, that  would  take  the  administration  of  main 
roads  and  matters  of  eeneral  interest,  which,  we 
know  perfectly  well  from  our  own  experience, 
cannot  be  efficiently  managed  by  the  simple  Boad 
Boards.  In  considering  that  question,  I  felt  that 
to  adopt  such  a  system  as  that  would  be  to  make 
the  scheme  almost  unworkable.  I  felt  that  each 
representative  from  each  particular  Boad  Board 
would  come  in  a  concentrated  form  with  his  own 
particular  ideas  for  his  own  particular  place,  and 
that  thereby  the  general  interest  would  suffer 
very  materially,  more  especially  as  the  numbers 
that  would  constitute  the  County  Councils  would 
be  so  small  that  log-rolling  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent would  prevail,  and  no  satisfactory  result 
would  follow.  I  have  had  some  experience  in 
connection  with  the  conferenoef  of  Chairmen  of 
Boad  Boards,  and  my  experience  has  been  that 
the  result  of  their  meeting  has  been  unsatis- 
factoiy  in  the  extreme.  Each  wanted,  in  the 
first  place,  that  his  own  particular  road  district 
should  be  specially  benefited  ;  and  then,  jumping 
suddenly  from  that  position,  they  assumed  to 
themselves  powers  which  the  General  Assembly 
itself  even  would  not  assume.  That  has  been  my 
own  experience,  and  I  think  it  is  by  comparing 
the  results  of  experience  in  different  localities 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  problem.  So  far  as  my  own  mind 
is  concerned,  I  felt  myself  obliged  to  discard  the 
idea  that  representatives  chosen  by  the  Boad 
Boards  would  give  us  a  satisfactory  adminis- 
trative body  to  control  the  general  expenditure 
upon  works  within  any  particular  district  or 
county.  There  is  one  feature  which  I  think  is  of 
speciid  advantage  in  connection  with  the  particu- 
lars of  this  Bill,  and  that  is  as  to  the  mode  of 
election  of  County  Chairman.  Having  been  con- 
nected with  the  only  county  that  was  in  existence 
in  the  colony  before  abolition,  I  can  speak  with 
some  authority  as  to  the  system  oi  election 
by  the  County  Council  itself.  Our  experience 
of  that  mode  of  election  in  Westland  was  un- 
satisfactory in  the  extreme.  The  fact  also  that 
there  was  a  salary  attached  to  that  office  made 
it  still  more  difficult  to  arrive  at  a  really  satis- 
factory conclusion,  or  at  such  a  conclusion  as 
we  felt  to  be  in  accord  with  the  feelings  of  the 
bulk  of  the  people  whom  the  Chairman  was 
called  upon  to  represent.  The  feeling,  if  not  of 
all,  at  any  rate  of  a  very  large  majority,  after 
their  experience  of  the  system  of  election  by  the 
Council,  was  undoubtedly  to  condemn  it,  and  to 
insist  upon  the  election  beine  made  by  the  whole 
body  of  the  people.  I  think  by  the  latter  means 
a  yeiy  much  fairor  repreeentatioii  of  the  people  is 
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ftrriTed  ftt ;  and  I  do  not  Uiink  it  will  be  found 
under  that  system  that  in  the  practical  adminis- 
tvation  of  the  affairs  of  the  county  there  will  be 
any  serious  dashing  between  the  Chairman  elect- 
ed by  the  people  and  the  members  also  elected 
by  the  people,  more  especially  if  those  special 
powers  that  were  intrusted  to  the  Superintendent 
under  the  old  Constitution  Act  are  removed,  and 
when  no  system  of  legislation  has  to  be  adopted, 
and  where  such  serious  responsibility  does  not 
derolro  upon  the  Chainnan^of  the  Council  as 
at  preaent  rests  upon  the  Superintendent,  who  has 
the  initiation  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  money.  I  therefore  Tiew  this  with 
mat  satisfaction  ;  and  I  join  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmes  in  saying  that  I  trust  the  proyision  in- 
serted in  this  Bill  with  reference  to  the  payment 
of  County  Chairmen  will  not  be  pushed  to  any 
eoLtreme.  It  does  appear  to  be  necessary  to  make 
prorision  in  the  Bill  to  enable  the  Council  to  do 
so,  if  they  think  proper ;  but  I  would  have  been 
▼ery  glad  if  it  were  possible  to  allow  the  Council 
to  have  that  power,  and  at  the  same  time  to  strike 
this  clause  out  of  the  Bill  altogether.  I  recognize 
that  possibly  some  remuneration  will  hare  to  be 
given  to  the  occupant  of  this  office,  which  in  the 
case  of  large  counties  will  no  doubt  be  one  of 
eonaiderable  responsibility,  and  wiU  inyolye  duties 
which  cannot  be  expected  to  be  performed  with- 
out some  payment.  I  hold  that  it  is  the  greatest 
mistake,  where  a  large  sacrifice  of  time  and  a 
great  amount  of  attention  are  required,  to  make 
the  acceptance  of  such  offices  a  purely  honorary 
matter.  I  think  the  work  is  in  a  great  majority 
of  cases  not  so  well  done.  Those  interested  can- 
not find  fault,  because  the  work  is  simply  done 
as  an  act  of  ^race.  There  is,  I  think,  another  very 
good  provision  in  the  Bill  which  will  meet  the 
difficulty  probably  of  some  of  those  places  where 
there  are  already  large  Road  Boards  having  con- 
siderable revenue,  and  where  those  Road  Boards 
are  in  reality  able  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  a 
eoanty.  I  refer  to  the  permission  given  by  which 
a  county  may  be  established  only  in  form  and  not 
in  reality.  There  was  a  matter  which,  I  think, 
is  of  very  great  importance,  referred  to  by  some 
of  the  speakers,  in  reference  to  the  power  of  bor- 
rowing. From  what  I  understood  to  be  the  feeling 
of  the  Council  with  reference  to  general  loans, 
as  expressed  in  the  discussion  on  the  Municipal 
Corporations'  Bill,  I  take  it  that  the  Council  will 
make  soma  alteration  in  the  Counties  Bill  of  the 
same  nature  as  has  been  made  in  the  former  Bill. 
I  think,  on  reflection,  that  such  a  course  will  be 
the  correct  one  to  adopt.  Although  the  extent  of 
borrowing  is  limited,  still  I  think  it  is  very  much 
better  that  we  should  insist  upon  all  loans  going 
through  the  ordeal  provided  here  for  special  loans, 
and  simply  give  the  counties  power  to  borrow  in 
the  same  way  as  Municipal  Corporations,  by  al- 
lowing an  overdraft  to  the  amount  of  two  years' 
revenue.  This  will  give  enough  money  if  any 
special  emergency  arises,  and  I  think  it  will  bring 
the  ratepayers  and  the  borrowers  face  to  face, 
and  will  certainly  insure  that  close  supervision  of 
borrowing  which,  I  think,  is  the  great  protection 
we  have  against  those  numerous  loans.  There 
was  one  matter  specially  referred  to  by  two  honor- 


able gentlemen  upon  which,  it  appears  to  me, 
they  are  under  a  misapprehension.  That  is  with 
reference  to  the  exceptional  mode  of  treatment  as 
to  voting  on  those  special  loans  and  at  the  elec- 
tions for  County  Chairmen.  I  understood  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  to  refer  to  manhood  suf- 
frage as  being  exercised. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  said  that 
the  present  electoral  privilege  amounted  nearly 
to  manhood  su£fhige. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  think  there  is  a 
marked  difference  between  manhood  suffrage 
and  a  qualification  to  vote  based  on  the  payment 
of  rates.  I  think  the  mere  fact  of  being  rated, 
and  of  being  obliged  to  contribute  towards  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  certainly  gives  a  fair 
right  to  vote ;  and,  while  X  do  not  approve  at  all 
of  manhood  suffrage,  I  do  approve  of  the  system 
of  voting  laid  down  in  this  Bill.  The  matter  I 
especially  intend  to  refer  to  is  with  reference  to 
voting  on  special  loans.  I  understood  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  and  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
more to  say  that  the  system  of  plurality  of  voting 
— ^which,  after  all,  is  a  protection  of  property — 
is  not  included  in  this  particular  form  of  voting. 
Now,  perhaps  I  may  be  mistaken ;  but  I  would 
submit  to  those  honorable  gentlemen  my  view  of 
the  matter.  I  see  in  subsection  6  of  the  160th 
clause — which  provides  for  taking  the  poll — that 
the  poll  shall  be  taken  under  the  provisions  of 
"  The  Regulation  of  Local  Elections  Act,  1876 ;" 
and  I  find,  on  referring  to  that  Act,  that  the  26th 
clause  says, — 

"  Every  person  proposing  to  vote  shall  inform 
the  Returning  Officer  of  his  name,  and  the  Re- 
turning Officer  shall  satisfy  himself,  by  reference 
to  the  roll,  or  by  inspection  of  the  miner's 
right  shown,  that  such  person  is  entitled  to  vote, 
and  has  not  already  voted,  and  shall  thereupon 
deUver  to  him  as  many  voting  papers  as  he  re- 
quires, not  exceeding  the  number  of  votes  which 
he  is  entitled  to  give. 

Again  in  a  subsequent  clause, — 

"  All  the  voting  papers  to  which  any  voter  is 
entitled  shall  he  given  to  him  at  the  same  time." 

If  I  understand  that  aright,  it  implies  that 
plurality  of  voting,  as  it  appears  in  the  prepared 
roll,  shall  be  exercised  in  the  matter  of  special 
rating  in  the  same  way  as  on  other  occasions.  I 
think  that  meets  the  difficulty  suggested.  If  it 
does  not,  I  certainly  agree  that  some  provision 
should  be  inserted  which  would  give  the  same 
right  of  plurality  of  voting  in  the  matter  of 
special  loans  as  on  other  occasions.  I  would  also 
point  out  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes — who  objected, 
apparently,  to  the  right  of  nuners  voting  under 
their  qualification,  on  the  ground  that  m  some 
districts  miners  would  be  as  three  to  one  to  those 
who  would  be  called  upon  to  pay  rates — that 
these  miners  are  themselves  taxed  to  a  veiy  largo 
extent,  and  that  their  revenue,  independent  of 
the  power  of  rating  over  their  property  such  as  it 
is,  would  also  have  to  be  security,  and  would  have 
to  go  towards  the  redemption  of  loans  that  might 
be  raised  by  their  votes.  Therefore  I  think  that 
objection  will  be  removed.  With  reference  to 
the  duties  of  the  Council,  I  think  most  matters 
are  specified  in  Part  X.  of  this  Act.    I  am  not 
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qiiite  clear  with  reference  to  charitable  institu- 
tions, referred  to  in  clause  193.  I  see  the  County 
Councils  hare  power  to  make  prorision  for  hos- 
pitals and  charitable  institutions  within  the 
oountj ;  but  I  4o  not  see  the  proyision  which  I 
think  existed  in  some  former  Bills  by  which  the 
boroughs  and  counties  could  unite  in  the 
matter  of  hospitals.  Now,  as  a  rule,  tlie  hos- 
pitals, from  which  the  country  receives  b;^  far 
the  larger  amount  of  benefit,  are  situated  within 
the  borough,  and  are  to  a  very  large  extent  sup- 
ported by  the  borough.  At  all  events,  in  our 
part  of  the  country — ^where  the  Gt>Ternment  sub- 
scribes two-thirds  and  the  people  one-third  of  the 
roTenue — the  people  within  the  towns  are  called 
upon  to  pay  a  Terr  much  larger  proportionate 
share  than  the  people  in  the  country.  Although 
we  have  the  county  divided  into  separate  dis- 
tricts, and  make  every  district  responsible  for  the 
patients  coming  from  it,  still  people,  when  they 
fall  ill,  naturally  come  to  town,  and  when  they 
have  been  there  for  some  time  they  are  admitted 
into  the  hospital  as  patients  from  the  town,  and 
of  course  that  is  charged  upon  the  people  of  the 
borough.  I  think  some  provision  ought  to  be 
made  by  which  the  expenses  of  such  charitable 
institutions  should  be  borne  in  some  proportion 
to  the  benefits  derived  from  them.  ^ There  is 
another  matter  which  I  do  not  see  any  notice 
taken  of  in  the  Bill.  That  is  with  reference  to 
cemeteries.  We  know  that  around  all  small 
townships  one  of  the  first  things  required  is  a 
oemetery ;  and  from  my  own  experience,  I  know 
there  has  been  very  great  difficulty,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  proper  regulations  for  managing  those 
cemeteries,  in  having  them  maintained  in  that 

S roper  and  decent  order  which  I  think  we  all 
esire  so  much.  I  would  be  glad  to  see  some 
provision  introduced  into  this  Bill  giving  the 
Council  power  to  regulate  and  make  rules 
for  the  proper  and  efficient  administration  of 
cemeteries.  There  is  only  one  other  matter 
which  occurs  to  me  at  present,  and  that  is  with 
reference  to  the  question  whether  it  is  desir- 
able that  the  Chairmen  of  these  counties  should 
be  permitted  to  sit  in  Parliament.  Upon  this 
point  I  may  say  I  feel  considerable  doubt.  I 
feel  that  probably,  if  any  number  of  gentlemen, 
being  Chairmen  of  counties,  come  up  to  Parlia- 
ment, they  will  be  charged  with  some  {Mrticular 
local  ideas  which  may  frequently  outweigh  their 
better  judgment  in  matters  of  general  import- 
ance. But  I  feel  that,  with  the  great  number  of 
counties  we  shall  have,  and  with  the  number  of 
people  who  will  come  from  the  Councils,  we 
shall  be  protected  by  the  feelings  of  one  against 
the  other.  I  think  that,  by  excluding  them  from 
Parliament,  we  may  exclude  the  counties  from 
benefiting  by  the  seryices  of  many  persons  perhaps 
better  fitted  to  occupy  the  position  than  others 
who  feel  no  interest  in  and  have  no  acquaintance 
with  parliamentary  duties.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  at  present,  although  open  to  argument, 
that  we  shall  be  doing  no  great  harm  by  allowing 
the  Chairmen  of  the  County  Councils  to  sit  in 
Parliament.  With  regard  to  the  size  of  the 
counties,  I  think  that  is  a  matter  which  will 
neoessarily  adjust  itself.    I  agree  that  it  is  de« 


sirable  that  ridings  and  road  districts  should  be 
identicaL  I  think  that  the  experience  of  two  or 
three  years'  working  of  the  system  will  enable  us 
to  adapt  it  thoroughly  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  country.  Perhaps  I  have  entered  into  mat- 
ters of  detail,  which  should  be  properly  consi- 
dered in  Committee ;  but  I  did  not  like  to  allow 
this  opportunity  to  pass  without  expressing  the 
views  I  had  formed  respecting  this  important 
Bill. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  feel  that,  in 
this  Bill,  we  are  making  provision  for  a  system  of 
administering  local  government  alter  Provincial 
Q-ovemments  are  removed ;  and,  being  fully  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that  we  cannot  hope, 
m  this  session,  to  make  provisions  such  as  will  be 
permanently  acceptable,  I  am  willing  to  accept 
anything  that  is  Ukely  to  be  practicable,  without 
much  cavilling  or  criticism.  For  that  reason  I 
shall  support  this  Bill  generally,  although,  in  a 
few  points  of  detail,  I  may  be  disposed  to  suggest 
some  amendments.  But  even  with  this  deter- 
mination to  support  the  Bill,  I  cannot  allow  the 
second  reading  to  pass  without  expressing  an 
opinion  upon  the  subject.  I  must  say  that  I  am 
not  satisfied  with  this  measure,  and  I  am  equallv 
certain  that  the  public  will  not  be  satisfied  with 
it.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  radical  mistake  has 
been  made  in  its  construction.  Several  honor- 
able members  have  already  pointed  out  that  the 
ridings  should  be  road  districts,  and  that  belief  I 
entirely  concur  in.  I  hold  that  we  should  have 
taken  as  the  unit  the  existing  Eoad  Boards,  and 
divided  the  county  into  Road  Boards,  or  kept 
the  county  under  the  administration  of  the 
country  as  outlying  districts,  till  the  population 
in  those  districts  desired  to  have  Boad  Boards 
passed.  I  think  the  County  Council  should  be 
composed  of  the  Chairmen  of  the  Boad  Boards 
within  the  oounty,  and  two  or  more  members 
elected  within  each  riding  or  road  district.  If  the 
counties  had  been  subdivided  into  ridings,  and 
the  ridings  made  simply  identical  with  the  road 
districts,  I  believe  the  oest  form  of  local  govern- 
ment would  have  been  obtained.  Under  this  Bill, 
Road  Boards  may  become  merged  in  the  counties. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  most  deplorable  mistake  if 
the  Road  Boards  were  extinguished.  It  would 
fail  to  give  what  I  am  certam  the  colony  most 
desires  to  have — namely,  the  administration  of 
local  affairs  subdivided  and  extended  to  road 
districts,  municipalities,  parishes  if  you  will — to 
have  them  subdivided  and  extended,  so  that  each 
little  community  that  has  a  certain  amount  of 
unity  of  interest  shall  be  able  to  manage  the 
affairs  pertaining  to  itself.  I  would  refer  to  a 
quotation  I  made  last  year  on  the  question  of 
the  abolition  of  provinces,  and  the  Council  will 
perhaps  excuse  me  for  refreshing  their  recollec- 
tion. It  is  a  quotation  from  Palgrave,  and  is  as 
follows : — 

"  Might  we  not  more  simply  say  that  the  first, 
often  the  only  officer  of  Governments,  is  that  of 
magistrate;  their  capital  affair  to  assure  their 
subjects  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  life,  their 
household  honor,  and  their  property.  For  these 
they  are  responsible  to  those  they  govern;  for 
the  rest,  let  individuals,  corporations,  villages, 
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towns,  shires,  and  proyinces  arnuige  their  own 

matters  as  they  see  hcpt Men  Tery 

commonly  get  on  all  the  better  for  not  being 
meddled  with." 

Kow,  that  is  the  idea  to  be  carried  out,  if  we 
take  the  road  districts  or  ridings  as  units.  Let 
them  choose  the  County  Councils,  and  let  there 
be  a  clear  distinction  drawn  between  the  func- 
tions which  each  are  to  exercise.  If  the  County 
Councils  hare  only  the  arterial  roads  and  bridges 
on  them  under  their  control,  they  will  hare  very 
little  to  do  for  a  time  ;  but,  undoubtedly,  as  time 
passes  on,  other  legal  powers  will  bo  added  to 
them,  and  by-and-by  they  will  become  a  very 
important  power  in  the  State.  That  is  my  great 
objection  to  the  Bill.  I  belieTo  it  will  become 
necessary  to  bring  in  amending  Bills  from  time 
to  time,  until  the  public  generally  come  to  recog- 
nize what  they  want,  and  will  be  able  to  express 
it.  I  do  not  beliere  they  now  know  what  would 
be  best,  or  would  be  able  to  choose.  At  the 
same  time,  although  I  do  not  coincide  with  some 
of  the  fundamental  propositions  in  the  Bill,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  offer  any'  obstruction  to  its 
passing,  because  I  do  not  think  that  any  amount 
of  care  we  might  bestow  on  the  Bill  would 
enable  us  to  produce  a  measure  that  would  give 
satisfaction,  if  it  was  found  in  practice  to  work 
unfairlr  or  inconveniently.  1  am  firmly  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  which  was  touched  upon 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  in  one  of  the  earliest  de- 
bates this  session,  who»  in  anticipation  of  the 
measures  to  be  brought  in  this  session  to  replace 
the  form  of  local  gOTcmment  we  had  determined 
to  remove,  said  that  the  replacement  of  satisfac- 
tory institutions  would  not  be  the  work  of  one, 
but  of  many  sessions.  And  I  would  add  to  that 
the  reflection  of  one  of  our  most  thoughtful 
writers — Helps — who  says,  "  No  ^reat  State  was 
eyer  built  up  without  much  toil,  self-eacrifice, 
and  renunciation  on  the  part  of  many  noble 
persons  through  many  generations."  And  we 
ahall  find  that,  before  we  frame  our  new  institu- 
tions in  such  a  manner  as  to  five  general  Batis- 
laction,  we  shall  hare  to  spend  many  sessions  in 
debating  and  discussing  them.  Therefore  I  hold 
onr  most  prudent  course  would  be  to  amend  the 
Bill  in  sucii  details  as  are  most  obviously  objec- 
tionable, but  to  accept  the  skeleton — tlic  frame- 
work— without  much  objection,  and  from  time  to 
time  to  amend  it  in  those  directions  in  which  we 
■ee  amendments  most  required. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL. — As  an  allusion  has 
been  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  to  a  sugges- 
tion which  fell  from  me  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  I  desire,  in  order  to  prcyent  misun- 
derstanding, to  state  that  this  Bill,  as  it  stands,  is 
not  my  idea  of  what  the  best  measure  of  local 
eelf-eoyernment  for  the  colony  would  be.  But  I 
am  &ee  to  admit  that  the  difficulties  of  elabo- 
lating  any  thoroughly  satisfactory  measure  have 
shown  themselyes  eyen  greater  than  1  thought 
they  would  be  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion :  therefore  I  am  prepared  to  yote  for  the 
eeoond  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  to  endeavour  to 
give  every  assistance  to  the  introduction  of  im- 
provements in  Committee.  Although  my  opin- 
jona  we  different  from  those  of  many  of  my  friends 


whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  I 
think  it  would  be  better  if  we  could  elaborate  a 
scheme  by  which  the  County  Board  might  have 
been  elected  by  the  various  Boad  Boards.  It 
is  quite  true  that  there  is  this  great  difficulty : 
that  in  a  part  of  the  colony  there  are  no  Boad 
Boards;  yet  in  all  parts  of  the  colony  we  re- 
quire some  provision  for  /local  self-government 
to  tiike  the  place  of  that  which  we  are  abo- 
lishing. Still,  I  think  an  attempt  might  have 
been  made  even  to  get  over  tliat  difficulty ;  but 
as  a  contrary  course  has  been  decided  upon,  I 
think  we  shall  but  do  our  duty  to  the  country 
by  endeavouring  to  do  the  best  we  can  with  this 
measure.  I  would  mention,  in  support  of  my 
view,  that,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  a  systom  of 
that  kind  has  worked  well  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  province  from  which  I  come.  We  have  there 
a  Board  of  Works,  with  nothing  like  such  large 
powers  as  the  proposed  counties  are  to  have,  but 
which  has  had  the  expenditure  of  a^veiy  large 
sum  of  money.  Its  members  have  heen  elected 
by  the  various  Road  Boards ;  it  has  elected  its 
own  Chairman,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  gather,  it  has 
done  its  work  very  well,  in  an  unostentatious, 
practical,  and  inexpensive  manner,  which  I  think 
it  will  be  very  fortunate  if  those  counties  equal. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  complaints  have  not 
been  nnde  against  that  Board ;  but  I  believe 
that,  after  experience  of  the  working  of  the 
proposed  new  Boards,  the  resideats  in  that  purt 
of  the  country  will  look  back  to  the  Timaru 
and  Gladstone  Board  of  Works  as  a  body  which 
has  deserved  well  of  that  part  of  the  country. 
The  difficulty  of  elaborating  any  thoroughly  satis- 
factory measure  arises,  to  a  very  great  extent,  out 
of  this  fact,  that  we  have  no  uniform  set  of 
circumstances  to  deal  with  in  this  colony.  There 
is  in  this  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  perhaps  more 
than  in  any  other  country  on  the  face  of  the 
globe,  a  great  variety  of  different  local  circum- 
stances in  different  parts  of  the  oountiy ;  and  it 
seems  impossible  to  devise  a  measure  for  one  part 
of  the  colony  which  would  be  quite  suitable  to 
another;  and  that  is  why  I  feel  strongly  the 
opinion  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  alluded  to,  that 
it  will  take  a  very  long  time  before  we  can 
elaborate  any  system  of  local  government  in  this 
colony  which  will  work  well.  That  is  the  reason 
why  I,  for  myself,  say  now,  as  I  have  said  before, 
that  I  would  have  been  very  glad  to  see  the  pro- 
vincial system  of  government  continued  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  oolony.  In  the  North  it 
could  not  live,  but  in  the  South  I  do  not  believe 
its  work  was  done.  It  still  had  revenues  to 
spend  ;  it  had  work  to  do,  and,  on  the  whofe,  in 
the  larger  Proyinces  of  Canterbury  and  Otago  it 
worked  well ;  and,  with  all  its  faults,  I  think 
we  shall  be  fortunate  if  we  introduce  a  system 
which  will  give  as  much  satisfiiction  in  those 

frovinces  as  Provincial  Governments  have  done. 
say  "  in  the  provinces,"  because,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  the  greatest  evils  of  Provincial  Govern- 
ments have  not  been  Iracoable  in  the  provinces, 
but  in  the  General  Assembly.  The  Superinten- 
dents and  the  gentlemen  allied  with  them,  ses- 
sion after  session  and  year  after  year,  came  to 
the  sitting  of  the  AsMinbly  much  more  im- 
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pressed  tvith  the  sense  of  what  was  due  to  their 
provinces  than  of  what  was  due  to  the  colony, 
and  were  prepared  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of 
the  colony  to  the  interests  of  their  provinces. 
GThat  is,  to  my  inind,  the  real  reason  for  the 
abolition  of  the  provincial  form  of  government. 
If  ProTiocialism  had  been  abolisheid  in  those 
parts  of  the  colony  where  Provincial  Govern- 
ments could  not  be  carried  on  any  longer,  I  do 
not  think  the  power  of  the  Superintendents  of 
the  remaining  provinces  would  hare  been  so 
formidable  as  to  bo  a  serious  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  the  Colonial  Government.  But  what  we  have 
to  do  now  is  to  try  and  find  out  the  best  system 
of  local  government  for  the  f  ature  ;  and  I  would 
suggest  tliat  we  should  fttmiliarize  ourselves  with 
this  idea,  that  it  may  be  desirable  that  we  should 
not  insist  upon  absolute  ani^ormity — that  we 
should  remember  that  what  suits  one  part  of  the 
colony  may  not  suit  another.  Of  course  we  can- 
not expect  to  arrive  at  that  at  once,  but  year  by 
year  we  may  find  that  we  shall  be  able  to  make 
improvements.  With  regard  to  one  or  two  salient 
points  of  the  Bill  now  before  us,  I  agree  with 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who  think  that  the 
mode  of  electing  the  Chairmen  of  counties  pro- 
posed in  this  Bill  is  not  the  best  that  can  be 
adopted.  The  person  whom  I  should  like  to  see 
holdinff  the  office  of  County  Chairman  is  a  good 
man  of  business.  He  will  not  be  the  socii^  or 
political  head  of  the  oounty,  but  simply  the  pre- 
siding member  at  the  Council  meetings,  and  to 
carry  on  the  routine  business  of  the  county ;  and 
therefore,  as  has  been  said,  the  best  man  we  can 
get  for  that  may  not  be  the  most  likely  to  get  the 
most  support  in  an  election  contest.  In  other 
words,  the  best  Chairman  might  not  be  the  best 
candidate.  I  think  we  might  find  many  men 
willing  to  accept  the  position  of  Chairmen  of 
counties,  who  would  not  be  disposed  to  go  through 
the  excitement,  the  expense,  and  the  trouble  of 
an  election.  I  think  that,  if  we  adopt  the  mode 
of  election  suggested  in  the  Bill,  we  shall  lessen 
the  chances  or  getting  the  best  men;  and  in 
Committee  I  shall  be  prepared  to  yote  for  an 
alteration  of  the  system  now  proposed.  If  in 
the  election  of  a  Chairman  each  elector  has 
only  one  vote,  while  for  the  election  of  the 
County  Council  each  elector  may  have  a  plu- 
rality of  TOtes,  it  is  probable  that  you  may  be 
creating  a  feeling  of  antagonism  between  the 
Council  and  the  Chairman.  The  Councillors 
will  to  some  extent  represent  property,  while  the 
Chairman  will  represent  the  people,  and  the 
latter  may  be  constantly  saying  to  the  former, 
"  I  represent  the  people  and  you  do  not."  There 
is  danger  of  that;  I  also  think  it  may  be  desir- 
able to  remunerate  the  Chairmen  of  counties 
where  large  demands  may  be  made  upon  their 
time ;  but  I  do  not  think  this  should  be  put  so 
prominently  in  the  Bill  as  it  is  now.  I  think 
^  that  if  they  are  paid  they  ought  not  to  have  seats 
in  the  Assembly.  There  would  be  great  incon- 
sistency in  our  trying  to  make  our  I>isqualifica- 
tion  Act  more  and  more  stringent  if  we  are  to 
allow  paid  officers  of  the  county  to  have  seate  in 
the  Assembly.  I  can  only  say,  in  conclusion, 
that,  in   whaterer   shape    the    Bill   may   pass, 


I    shall  do  my  best  to  make    it   a   workable 
measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— Sir,  it  was  not 
my  intention  to  have  said  a  word  on  this  occasion, 
particularly  after  hearing  the  able  speech  of  my 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Bonar ;  but  in  consequence 
of  what  has  been  said,  I  feel  bound  to  make  a 
few  remarks.  For  many  years  past  I  have  been 
strongly  opposed  t-o  Provincialism ;  but  since  I 
saw  this  Bill  come  down  to  this  Council,  I  cer- 
tainly must  confess  that  I  greatly  regret  that  the 
Abolition  Bill  ever  became  law.  As  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  has  said,  it  will  be  very  difficult  indeed, 
in  consequence  of  the  great  diiference  in  the 
topographical  features  of  the  country,  to  frame 
a  measure  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  all  parta  of 
it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  alluded  this  evening 
to  the  size  of  the  counties.  Now,  I  know  of  a 
county  of  over  one  hundred  miles  in  length,  and 
that  county  is  absolutely  divided  in  one  direction 
by  the  Kaikoura  Bange.  In  fact  it  is  impossible 
to  get  from 'one  end  of  the  county  to  another 
during  three  months  of  the  year.  And  then 
another  part  of  the  county  is  divided  by  a  very 
high  range,  which  cannot  be  got  over  except  on 
horseback  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year.  This  is 
a  Tery  unworkable  kind  of  thing.  It  has  been 
said  tnat  we  must  bring  in  some  Bill ;  but,  to  my 
mind,  we  did  not  want  such  a  measure  as  this. 
We  have  got  the  Boad  Boards  to  fall  back 
upon.  The  Chairmen  of  Boad  Boards  could 
have  called  meetings  of  the  Boards  in  districts 
where  there  were  Boad  Boards;  and  in  places 
where  B<Mid  Boards  did  not  exist,  it  would  have 
been  very  easy  for  the  Gt)vemment  to  haye 
stepped  in  and  provided  for  a  difficulty  of  that 
kind.  The  fact  is,  that  this  Bill  proposes  to  in- 
fiict  upon  us  all  the  evils  of  Provincialism,  but 
without  giving  us  any  of  its  good  qualities.  Aa 
my  honorable  friend  Mr.  Holmes  very  pertinently 
asked,  why  should  we  have  so  many  borrowing 
powers  in  the  colony  ?  Are  we  goins  to  start  de 
novo,  and  put  a  debt  on  the  country  by  means  of 
the  debentures  of  these  counties  ?  If  we  have  so 
many  different  borrowing  powers,  we  shall  prob- 
ably have  to  consolidate  the  loans.  I  know  it 
will  be  maintained  that  these  borrowing  powers 
will  be  granted  to  the  counties  in  such  a  way  that 
the  colony  will  not  be  responsible  for  their  debts; 
but  though  we  may  not  legally  be  liable,  wo  shall 
be  liable  equitably  for  all  the  debts  of  these 
County  Councils,  Municipalities,  Harbour  Boards, 
boroughs,  &c.  When  all  these  debentures  are 
floating  about  the  country,  what  will  the  people 
in  Jjondon  say  when  our  debentures  are  offered  to 
them  ?  They  will  say,  "  We  do  not  know  what 
these  people  owe  outside  ;"  and  I  think  it  would 
be  only  a  reasonable  thing  for  them  to  say. .  I 
do  not  like  this  measure  at  all;  and  although 
I  am  not  going  to  offer  any  opposition  to  it, 
I  cannot  sit  down  without  saying  that  if  my  vote 
were  to  throw  out  this  Bill  entirely  I  would  give 
it  with  all  my  heart.  I  think  it  would  be  much 
better  to  have  the  Chairmen  of  these  County 
Councils  elected  by  the  Councils  themselves.  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes^s  re- 
marks upon  this  point.  I  thoroughly  agree  that 
a  person  w'ho  would  be  a  good  Chairman  of  a 
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Coantj  Board  TOfy  probably  would  not  be  oon- 
■idered  so  by  the  people  in  general,  who  would 
under  ibia  Bill  hare  the  option  of  electing  him. 
Ab  far  as  the  question  of  allowing  the  Chairmen 
of  counties  to  hold  seats  in  this  Assembly  is  con- 
cerned, I  should  be  opposed  to  their  doing  eo, 
whether  they  were  paid  or  not.  I  imagine  that  a 
•alary  would  be  attached  to  the  office  of  Chair- 
man ;  and  whether  he  took  it  or  not,  I  should  cer- 
tainly object  to  his  having  a  seat  in  Parliament. 
There  would  be  a  chance  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatiTee  being  composed  of  members  of  County 
Councils ;  and  if  that  were  the  case,  they  could 
■imply  do  what  they  liked.  They  could  band 
themselres  together  and  carry  crerything  that 
they  wished,  and  drag  the  country  down  to  ruin. 
The  end  and  aim  of  each  man  would  be  to  get  as 
much  as  he  could  for  his  own' county.  Ilow  as 
regards  the  miners'  rights,  it  has  been  said,  that 
the  miners  haye  been  overtaxed  ;  but  I  say  that 
there  is  no  class  in  the  country  which  has  been  so 
leniently  dealt  with  as  the  miners.  How  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  haye  been  spent 
in  providing  them  with  water-races  ?  And  what 
have  we  got  for  doing  so  much  for  them  ?  Very 
little  indeed,  if  anythiiie  at  all.  The  money 
they  pay  cannot  be  called  taxes.  It  is  simply 
a  rent  that  they  pay  for  being  allowed  to 
take  the  gold  out  of  the  ground.  Does  the 
honorable  gentleman  tell  me  it  would  be  right 
for  these  men  to  have  the  power,  as  they 
travel  round  the  country,  to  vote  in  the  different 
counties  on  the  question  as  to  whether  money 
should  or  should  not  be  borrowed?  They  are 
men  who  have  no  interest  whatever  in  the  coun- 
try, and  yet  they  are  to  have  a  voice  in  deciding 
whether  it  is  desirable  to  borrow  money  or  not,  and 
fixing  the  amount  to  be  borrowed.  I  think  that 
is  perfectly  absurd.  I  vrill  not  detain  the  Council 
any  longer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me 
to  refer  to  the  details  of  the  Bill,  which  I  have 
read  with  some  attention,  and  what  few  remarks 
I  have  to  make  I  shall  reserve  until  the  House  is 
in  Committee. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— Sir,  an  honorable 
Kentleman  has  said  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
desirable  that  the  ridings  should  be  coterminous 
with  the  road  districts.  I  wish  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  anything  of 
this  kind  should  be  done  very  carefully.  In  the 
Province  of  Canterbury,  the  road  districts  were 
of  very  different  sixes.  There  had  been  a  power 
given  to  the  districts  to  divide,  and  some  were 
Tery  small ;  in  fact,  the  road  district  of  Waimate 
was  coterminous  with  the  proposed  county.  I 
tliink  that  the  ridinn  should  not  be  of  necessity 
coterminous  with  the  old  road  districts ;  and  I 
hope,  therefore,  honorable  gentlemen  will  see  the 
necessity  of  giving  the  matter  careful  considera- 
tion beiore  anything-  is  done. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  I  shall  have 
occasion  for  saying  but  very  few  words  in  reply 
to  what  has  fallen  from  honorable  gentlemen  this 
evening  in  reference  to  this  Bill.  The  principal 
objections  to  the  Bill  have  been  very  ably  an- 
swered by  my  honorable  friend  on  my  lefb,  Mr. 
Menzics.  I  agree  that  it  is  very  desirable  that 
the  ridings  of  the  counties  should  be  coterminous 


with  the  road  districts,  and  that  this  should  be 
done  by  administrative  action.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Boad  Boards  themselves,  where  it  is 
possible  to  make  their  boundaries  exactly  the 
same  with  the  ridings  of  the  counties,  will,  under 
the  power  which  they  will  have  of  altering  their 
own  boundaries,  adapt  themselves  to  that  condi- 
tion, and  so  alter  their  own  boundaries  as  to 
make 'them  coterminous  with  the  ridings  of  the 
county.  I  am  not  able  to  agree  with  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  think  that  the  County 
Councils  should  be  elected  by  the  Boad  Boards  ; 
and  I  will  explain  the  reason  why.  Honorable 
gentlemen  who  have  gone  through  the  Public 
Works  Bill  know  that  a  check  is  imposed  on  the 
Road  Boards  by  the  necessity  of  reference  to  the 
County  Councils  with  re^rd  to  many  of  their 
proposed  works ;  and  undoubt-edly,  if  the  County 
Councils  were  elected  by  the  Road  Boards  them- 
selves, the  power  of  (his  check  would  be  greatly 
limited.  Holding  that  view,  I  think  that  a 
separate  election  is  preferable.  My  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Bonar  expressed  the  opinion  that 
cemeteries  should  properly  be  placed  under  the 
control  of  these  local  bodies  :  I  am  at  one  with 
him  on  that  point,  but  the  state  of  the  law  ren- 
ders it  impossible  at  present.  It  is  a  very  im- 
portant subject,  and  legislation  on  it  will  have 
to  be  provided  for  separately  in  the  course  of  the 
next  year.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  cemeteries 
will  ultimately  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
local  bodies.  As  far  as  charitable  institutions  are 
concerned,  I  have  only  to  say  that  they  will  have 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  districts  in  which  they 
exist.  In  the  meantime,  provision  is  made  for 
the  charitable  institutions  in  each  district,  and, 
either  in  this  Bill  or  in  the  Provincial  Arrange- 
ments Bill,  power  is  given  to  the  Governor  to 
take  part  of  the  subsidies  payable  to  any  of  these 
boroughs  or  road  districts  in  which  hospitals  exist 
for  the  maintenance  of  tliem.  No  doubt  all  these 
things  will  settle  themselves  in  time,  with  a  little 
patience  and  a  little  judicious  administration.  I 
am  sorry  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  secure  the 
approvfd  of  my  honorable  friend  opposite  for  this 
Bill.  His  chief  objection  appears  to  be  to  the 
large  borrowing  powers  that  are  proposed  to  be 
given  to  the  counties.  But  I  apprehend  that  it 
would  be  scarcely  possible  for  these  local  bodies  to 
find  the  means  for  constructixig  bridges  and  other 
large  local  works  without  being  obUged  to  have 
recourse  to  borrowed  money.  The  Colonial  G-o- 
vemment  is  divesting  itself  of  all  the  revenue 
it  has  to  spare,  and  bestowing  it  on  the  Road 
Boards  and  counties.  If  there  be  not  aufficient 
funds  arising  from  rates,  &c.,  for  the  construc- 
tion bf  their  works,  I  suppose  the  counties  have 
no  alternative  but  to  borrow ;  but  it  is  for  the 
ratepayers  to  decide  whether  they  shall  do  this  or 
not.  I  have  heard  to-night,  from  my  honorable 
friend  on  my  left  (Mr.  Holmes)  what  I  have  fre- 
quently heard  before — namely,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  colony  to  escape  from  its  liability  for 
these  local  loans.  I  deny  that  any  responsibility 
can  attach  to  the  colony,  as  a  whole,  for  these 
local 'loans.  The  persons  who  lend  the  money 
wjll  have  an  absolute  knowledge  of  the  security 
upon  which  tliey  lend,  and  they  will  be  made  fully 
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aliye  to  the  fact  that  the  Colonial  Gbyernment 
Tfill  not  be  liable  for  the  repayment  of  the  monej. 
I  do  not  Bee  bj  what  process  any  liability  can, 
under  these  circumstances,  be  incurred  by  the 
OoloniiilGK)reminent.  It  has  been  objected  that 
the  counties  are  too  large;  but,  if  that  be  so,^ 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  remedying  it.  *  The 
moment  a  County  Council  comes  into  exist- 
ence, it  is  quite  competent  for  it,  if  it  finds  its 
boundaries  too  large,  to  take  steps  to  reduce 
thera.  The  adaptability  of  this  Bill  is  so  great 
that  we  should  try  the  experiment  of  its  opera- 
tion before  we  declare  that  the  counties  are 
too  large  or  too  smalL  I  listened  with  much 
surprise    to  the  speech  of   my  honorable  and 

Sllant  friend  opposite  (Captain  Fraser).  I 
ought  he  was  an  Abolitionist  among  Aboli- 
tionists, but  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  his  colours 
are  yery  different  from  what  I  supposed  them  to 
be.  He  said  that  the  change  from  Froyincialism 
to  this  system  of  local  goyernment  was  made  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  he  referred  to  it 
as  being  of  a  reyolutionaiy  character.  But 
I  may  tell  him  that  the  change  was  not 
made  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  but  after 
yei7  careful  and  long  consideration.  In  the 
Tear  1874  a  resolution  was  passed  declaring  that 
it  was  desirable  that  a  change  should  be  made 
from  the  proyincial  form  of  goyernment  in 
certain  parts  of  the  colony,  and  that  declaration 
was  before  the  whole  country  for  a  year.  It  was 
discussed  and  criticised  by  eyery  newspaper  in 
the  colony.  In  the  next  rear,  legislation  took 
place  upon  the  subject — legulation  extending  be- 
yond the  oriffinally  declar^  purpose,  but  ^ot  the 
less  expected  and  not  the  less  welcomed  on  that 
account.  That  legislation  has  not  yet  accom- 
plished ite  end ;  but  it  will  do  so,  I  hope,  in  a 
yery  short  time.  On  the 'day  after  the  last  day 
of  the  present  session,  the  Abolition  Act  will 
oome  into  force.  Since  that  Act  was  passed  there 
has  been  a  general  election,  and  an  appeal  to  the 
oountiy  upon  this  yeiy  question.  It  has  been 
the  question  of  questions  upon  eyery  hustings  in 
the  country  ;  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  of 
anything  l^e  a  serious  character,  and  no  attempt 
is  likely  to  be  made,  after  that  appeal  to  the  con- 
stituencies, by  the  representatiyes  to  repeal  that 
Act.  To  say  that  legislation  of  such  a  kind  was 
made  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  that  it 
deseryed  to  be  oharacterixed  in  the  manner  in 
which  my  honorable  and  gallant  friend  charac- 
terized it,  is  stretching  the  use  of  language,  if  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  so,  a  little  too  &r.  I 
will  not  detain  the  Council  any  longer.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  my  honorable  friend  opposite 
(Mr.  Waterhouse)  concurs  generally  with  the 
principles  of  the  BilL 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
eleyen  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wedneadcuf,  llth  October,  1876. 


First  Beadinf(8 — Ingpector  of  Priaons-^"  Hinemoa"— 
Orey  Gorge  Bridge— Crown  Agents — Kakaaui  Har- 
bour Board  Bill — supply. 

Mr.  Spbakkb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

PSATBBfl. 

FIRST  BEA^X^aS. 
The    AucUand    Public    Buildings    Bill,    the 
Falmerston  South  AtheneDum  Bill. 

INSPECTOR  OF  PRISONS. 

Mr.  BURNS  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  the 
Gk>yernment  had  sent  to  England  for  an  Inspector- 
Q-eneral  of  Prisons  for  the  colony ;  and  whether 
the  House  will  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  adyisability  of  appointing  one  of 
coloni^  experience  to  such  an  office  ?  He  hoped 
the  Premier  would  be  able  to  answer  the  first 
portion  of  the  question  in  the  negatiye.  With 
regard  to  the  second  portion,  he  might  say  he 
hoped,  if  it  was  still  the  intention  of  the  Q-oyem- 
ment  to  appoint  such  an  officer,  they  would  look 
for  him  in  the  colony.  He  thought  the  time  was 
come  when  the  Goyernment  might  look  amongst 
the  servants  of  the  colony,  and  find  good  and 
yaluable  officers  who  were  descrying  of  promotion. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  take  that  yiew,  if  it 
was  necessary  to  make  the  appointment  at  all. 

Mr.  BOWEN  had  to  say,  in  answer  to  the 
honorable  gentleman,  that,  in  pursuance  of  the 
statement  made  to  the  House,  when  the  yote  was 
taken  last  year,  instructions  had  been  sent  to  the 
Agent-General  to  consult  with  Judge  Richmond, 
who  was  then  at  Home,  and  to  ask  tne  Inspector- 
General  of  Prisons  in  London  to  select  a  per- 
son well  acquainted  with  the  modem  system  of 
classification  and  discipline  in  the  gaols  of  Eng- 
land. The  instructions  were  sent  Home  some 
time  ago,  and  the  Goyernment  expected  to  get  an 
answer  any  day  as  to  what  had  been  done  in  the 
matter. 

"HINEMOA." 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Goyernment,  If  they 
will  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
terms  and  cost  of  bringing  out  the  steamer 
"Hinemoa"? 

Mr.  G.  MoLEAN  said  it  would  be>  impossible 
to  lay  the  information  before  the  House  for  some 
time  yet.  The  drafts  for  expenses  incurred  at 
the  ports  at  which  the  "  Hinemoa "  called  were 
drawn  on  London,  and  until  they  got  the  com- 
plete accounts,  it  would  be  impossible  to  state  the 
exact  cost  of  bringing  her  out. 

Mr.  SW ANSON  asked  whether  the  captain 
of  the  **  Hinemoa "  had  not  brought  with  him 
copies  of  the  drafts  drawn  on  London. 

Mr.  G.  MoLEAN  replied  that  he  had,  but  that 
to  place  these  copies  on  the  table  by  themselyes 
would  present  a  yery  incomplete  account,  and 
would  not  be  at  all  satisfactory  to  the  honorable 
gentleman. 
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&EEY  OOHaE  BRIDGE. 
Mr.  MURRAY  aaked  the  Gbrernment,  What 
oouna  thej  propose  to  take  in  reference  to  the 
accident  to  the  Brunner  Bridge,  and  the  report 
thereon  ?  A  report  and  evidence  in  regard  to  this 
matter  bad  been  laid  on  the  table  from  certain 
lentlemen  known  as  the  Commissioners  of  Audit. 
It  was  not  ioT  him  to  eommeat  on  that  oyidence, 
but  he  had  formed  his  own  opinion  as  to  where 
the  blame  rested,  and  he  would  like  to  know 
what  course  the  Qovernment  intended  to  pursue 
in  punishing  those  who  were  responsible  for  the 
error. 

Mr.  RIOHARDSOK  said  the  OoTemment  in- 
tended to  hare  the  bridge  rebuilt  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was'  now  in  course  of 
re-ei«otton.  -As  to  the  punishment  of  those  who 
were  responsible  for  the  error,  he  could  onlj  slate 
that  the  Sngineer-in-Chief  was  the  responsible 
person,  and  that  there  was  no  intention  to  punish 
anj  one.  The  inquiry  that  had  taken  place  would 
lead  to  such  steps  as  would  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  such  an  accident. 

CROWN  AGENTS.* 
Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Government,  As  the 
Crown  Agents  declined  to  have  further  dealings, 
with  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  what  provision  they  pro-' 
pose  to  make  to  secure  the  interests  of  the  colony  ? 
it  would  be  repollected  by  honorable  members 
that  during  the  present  session  a  communication 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  from  the  Crown 
Agents,  in  which  they  stated  their  intention  to 
decline  to  have  any  further  connection  with 
Sir  Julius  Yogel.  That  being  the  case,  and  as 
it  was  possible  that  the  colony  would  have  to 
dbpense  with  the  services  of  gentlemen  whose 
•  aid  had  been  so  valuable  to  the  colony  in  past 
timee,  he  wished  to  know  what  provision  would 
be  made  for  imposing  a  check  upon  the  almost 
uncontrolled  powers  which  the  Agent-General 
would  have.  By  reference  to  the  Public  Debts 
Act,  he  found  that  the  Agent-General  had  power 
to  withdraw  moneys  firom  one  bank  and  lodge 
them  in  another,  and  all  that  was  necessary  was 
that  these  cheques  should  be  signed  by  a  derk  in 
the  Audit  Department.  This  power  involved  great 
responsibility,  and  the  handling  of  large  sums  of 
money  ;  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  some 
steps  should  be  taken  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  colony.  Those  were  his  reasons  for  placing 
the  question  on  the  Paper,  and  he  trusted  the 
Government  would  give  a  full  and  satisfactory 
answer. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Crown  Agento  had 
never  refused  to  be  associated  with  Sir  Julius 
Togel.  It  would  appear  that  in  their  letter — he 
had  that  day  laid  on  the  table  a  telegram  received 
from  those  gentlemen  to  the  same  effect — they 
refused  to  act  with  Sir  Julius  Yogel  as  ordinary 
Loan  Agents,  and  not  as  Crown  Agents.  The 
telegram  made  that  perfectly  dear.  That  being 
the  case,  he  presumed  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  the  matter.  If  any  difficulty  should  arise,  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  colony ;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
they  would  be  able  to  do  so. 


KAKANUI  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

Mr.  HISLOP  asked  for  leave  to  introduce  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  asked  whether  the  Bill  had 
been  recommended  by  the  Government  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  it  had,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  irregularity  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  manner  of  the  introduction  of  aU 
these  Harbour  Board  Bills.  The  conduct  of  the 
Government  had  been  commented  upon  by  many 
honorable  gentlemen,  and  ho  wished  to  ask  the 
advice  of  Mr.  Speaker  as  to  how  the  House 
should  protect  itself  against  this  irregularity 
being  drawn  into  a  precedent.  The  Government, 
as  the  House  was  aware,  brought  down  these 
measures  in  obedience  to  the  strongly-expressed 
wishes  of  honorable  members ;  but  they  desired 
now  that  a  distinct  opinion  should  be  expressed 
that  the  irregularity  on  this  occasion  should  not 
be  drawn  into  a  precedent.  It  was  upon  that 
point  ho  sought  the  advice  of  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  doubt  there 
had  been  great  irregularity  and  some  misunder- 
standing in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  these 
Harbour  Board  Bills.  There  were  two  points 
to  be  considered.  Some  were  of  the  nature  of 
private  Bills,  and  some  were  of  the  nature  of 
trade  Bills.  In  addition  to  that,  many  of  them 
were  accompanied  with  provisions  relating  to  en- 
dowments m)m  the  public  estate.  With  regard 
to  the  private  Bills,  tnere  was  a  proper  course  to 
be  obserred,  which  had  not  been  strictly  followed, 
though  he  hoped  it  would  be  in  future.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Harbour  Board  Bills  which  were  trade 
Bills,  they  can  only  be  introduced  through  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  and  BiUs  which  deal 
with  endowments  taken  out  of  the  public  estate 
must  go  through  the  process  of  being  recom- 
mended by  the  Crown,  and  being  initiated  in 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.  He  trusted  the 
course  that  bad  been  pursued  this  session  in  re- 
gard to  such  Bills  would  not  be  regarded  as  a 
precedent.  Under  the  circumstances,  looking  at 
the  fact  that  sixteen  other  Harbour  Board  Bills 
had  been  introduced,  he  would  feel  justified  in 
putting  the  question.  That  leave  be  given  to  in- 
troduce this  Bill. 

Leave  given,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

SUPPLY. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved.  That  the  Speaker 
leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  SHARP.— Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion. 
They  are  to  this  effect : — "  That  this  House  concurs 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  Government  that 
it  is  necessary  the  unproductive  expenditure  of  the 
colony  must  be  kept  strictly  within  the  ordinary 
income,  and,  with  that  object,  deems  it  indispens- 
able that  the  Civil  Service  of  the  colony  should 
be  re-organized,  and  the  cost  thereof  substantially 
reduced.  That  this  House  feels  great  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  the  estimates  so  as  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject, and  is  satisfied  that  the  necessary  reductions 
can  be  most  effectively  and  judiciously  made  dur- 
ing the  recess  by  the  Executive  Gbvemment ;  and 
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pledges  itself  to  sapport  the  Ooremment  in  giv- 
ing effect  to  this  resolution."  I  will  not  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  Terj  long  in  obtruding  any 
remarks  with  reference  to  these  resolutions  ;  but 
I  have  to  say  this,  that  no  one  is  more  satisfied 
than  I  am  that  it  is  i^ecessary  that  there  should 
be  some  rery  great  retrenchment  in  the  public 
seryice  of  the  colony.  It  is  evident  to  all  minds 
that  the  Civil  Service  is  gradually  growing  and 
increasing,  and  has  now  attained  to  very  larjge 
proportions ;  and  if  it  is  not  checked  and  reduced, 
it  will  become  an  overbearing  power  in  the 
colony.  After  the  speeches  that  were  made  last 
night,  more  particularly  the  speeches  delivered 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch,  it  will  not 
be  necessary  for  me  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  calling  attention  to  what  is  simply  the 
result  of  the  figures  and  facts  which  came  out  in 
those  statements,  and  the  financial  statements 
made  by  the  late  and  the  present  Premier.  It 
must  be  evident  to  all  intelligent  minds  that  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  colony  is  such  that 
something  must  be  done  to  improve  them.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  management  of  the  pecuni- 
ary resources  of  the  colony  should  be  conducted 
as  economically  as  possible — that  we  should  adopt 
the  course  that  would  be  followed  in  any  well-con- 
ducted mercantile  establishment — thikt  is  to  say, 
the  expenditure  should  be  brought  within  the  in- 
come. We  all  know,  if  this  is  not  done  in  mer- 
cantile establishments  and  similar  establishments, 
the  result  would  sooner  or  later  be  bankruptcy  or 
ruin.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion,  after  hearing 
the  debate  of  last  night,  that  it  is  hopeless  for 
this  House  to  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility 
of  saying  in  which  direction  retrenchment  is  to 
take  place  in  regard  to  the  Civil  Service.  It  is 
so  difficult  for  a  member  of  this  House,  particu- 
larly so  numerously  constituted  as  it  is,  to  take  up 
a  particular  branch  of  the  service,  and  say  this 
officer  or  set  of  officers  should  be  dispensed  with 
or  retained.  The  fact  is,  that  the  Executive 
alone,  to  my  mind,  should  be  responsible  for 
making  reductions  in  the  departments,  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  the  service  of  the  colony,  be- 
cause we  are  all  perfectly  agreed  that  the  service 
of  the  colony  must  be  kept  up  in  an  efficient  state, 
otherwise  the  business  will  not  be  conducted  in 
a  satisfactory  manner.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  not  consider  these  resolutions  as  being  of  a 
hostile  nature.  I  have  framed  them  in  such  a 
way  that  I  think  the  Government  may  accept 
them,  and  that  they  will  not  dissent  much  from 
them.  They  will  have  the  effect  which  this 
House  desires,  and  that  is  to  reduce  the  strength 
of  the  Civil  Service.  I  believe  that  this  House 
will  support  the  Q^vemment  in  carrying  out  that 
object.  For  my  own  part,  I  conceive  that  it  is 
not  simply  a  question  of  reducing  the  salaries  of 
officers.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience 
in  the  public  service,  and  I  say  that  it  is  not  by 
reducing  salaries  that  economy  is  best  effected. 
My  own  belief  is  that  reductions  should  be 
made  more  particularly  in  regard  to  numbers; 
and  that  by  consolidating  offices  when  they  be- 
come vacant,  a  great  deal  may  be  done  towards 
reducing  the  expenditure  now  incurred  in  con- 


nection with  the  Civil  Service.  I  believe  myself 
that  if  the  Government  would  undertake  this 
matter  during  the  recess  —  undertake  it  in  a 
proper  spirit,  in  the  spirit  in  which  I  bring  for- 
wai^  these  resolutions — a  very  great  reduction 
could  be  made  in  the  expenditure  of  the  colony. 
Sir,  I  offer  these  resolutions  to  the  House,  and  I 
hope  that  the  House  will  consider  thehi  carefully, 
and  will  be  induced  to  accept  them. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Government  cer- 
tainly will  not  be  prepared  to  accept  these  resolu- 
tions in  any  spirit  of  hostility.  They  were  en- 
tirely in  accord  with  the  views  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  already  expressed,  so  that  it  is  only 
reasonable  that  we  should  assent  to  them  ;  because 
they  will  very  considerably  strengthen  our  hands 
in  the  work  which  we  are  prepared  to  undertake. 
The  Gh>vernment  are  aware  of  this  fact,  that  the 
income  and  expenditure  of  tlie  colony  must  be 
made  to  meet.  They  have  pointed  out,  however, 
that  this  is  not  the  woric  of  a  moment,  that  it  is 
not  the  work  of  a  month  or  two ;  it  must  be 
done  cautiously ;  but  they  say  distinctly  that  it 
must  be  done.  We  shall  be  prepared  during  the 
recess  to  take  int^  consideration  not  only  the 
question  of  the  reorganization  of  the  Civil  Service, 
so  far  as  it  may  be  necessary  with  the  view  of 
reducing  expenditure,  but  we  shall  consider  our 
expenditure  upon  every  other  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice which  we  now  perform  with  the  view  of 
reduction ;  and  if  this  House  is  really  in  earnest 
in  desiring  reduction,  and  if  the  country  really 
means  to  have  reduction,  I  take  it  there  should 
be  no  great  difficulty  in  doing  it.  The  fear  is,  that 
when  we  really  come  to  apply  the  pruning  knife, 
honorable  members  will  not  be  prepared  to  apply 
it.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  talk  this  session 
about  reductions ;  but  has  any  honorable  member 
asked  for  any  gift  for  any  person,  and  it  has  been 
refused  ?  Have  we  not,  on  several  occasions  dur- 
ing this  session,  actually  set  the  law  at  defiance 
to  make  gifts  to  widows  of  deceased  persons  F 
Have  we  not  done  that  without  any  authority  of 
law  at  all,  and  against,  as  I  pointed  out  at  the 
time,  the  rule  which  the  House  and  the  Govern- 
ment have  laid  down  for  their  direction.  Of 
course,  the  House  has  a  perfect  right  to  deal  with 
each  case  upon  its  own  merits;  but  I  would 
remark  that  if  the  House  is  going  to  interfere  in 
all  these  matters,  it  is  impossible  for  the  Goyern- 
ment  of  the  colony  to  say  what  the  expenditure 
will  be.  I  only  point  out  these  oiroumstances 
as  indicating  what  is  the  tendency  of  the  House ; 
because  I  am  afraid  the  same  rule  will  be  applied 
by  honorable  members  when  we  come  to  review 
the  Civil  Service  with  a  yiew  to  economy.  It  is 
perfectly  certain  that  if  this  House  and  the 
country  are  going  to  insist  that  the  Gt>vemment 
should  perform  idl  the  many  functions  which  they 
do  now  perform,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  ex- 

fenditure  cannot  be  reduced  to  any  great  amount, 
want  honorable  members  to  take  that  seriously 
into  their  consideration  during  the  recess,  be- 
cause it  is  quite  certain  that  many  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  the  public  now  enjoy  will  have  to 
be  curtailed  if  our  expenditure  is  to  be  reduced 
as  honorable  gentlemen  expect.  I  should  like  to 
say  a  word  in  regard  to  the  Civil  Service.    There 


1876.] 


Supplif. 


[H0U8R] 


SuppUf. 


215 


it  no  doubt  it  is  a  Tery  large  serrice,  but  there  is 
also  DO  doubt  that  it  has  performed  an  immense 
amount  of  work  which  this  country  has  thrust 
upon  it.  If  tliat  work  is  to  be  maintained,  there 
will  be  Tery  little  hope  of  reducing  the  service 
Tery  much.  There  is  also  no  doubt  at  all  that 
the  expenditure  on  our  Civil  Service  is  not  in 
proportion  to  the  work  that  it  does,  as  compared 
with  the  other  colonies  and  with  the  Ifome  Go- 
vernment. There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  Our 
revenue  departments  collect  money  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  is  done  in  any  other  country  in  the 
world,  and  they  are  only  a  sample  of  the  rest  of 
the  Civil  Service.  I  may  say  that  we  have  a  large 
number  of  very  efficient  officers,  and  many  of  our 
Under  Secretaries  take  not  only  a  great  pride  in 
conducting  the  work  of  their  offices  efficiently, 
but  also  in  conducting  it  economically  ;  and  there- 
fore the  Government  will,  I  am  certain,  receive 
every  assistance  in  the  endeavour  which  they  are 
going  to  make  to  reduce,  if  possible,  the  expenses 
of  the  different  branches  of  the  service.  I  must 
impress  on  honorable  members  of  the  House 
this  fact,  that  if  we  really  mean  economy,  we 
must  be  prepared  to  submit  to  more  self-denial, 
and  the  country  must  be  prepared  to  submit  to 
pore  self-denial.  I  shall  accept  the  resolutions 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  with  very  great 
satisfaction,  as  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
this  House  that  they  approve  of  and  will  support 
the  Government  in  the  course  which  they  pro- 
pose to  adopt. 

Sir  G.  GBET. — The  resolutious  now  proposed 
to  the  House  have  taken  me  by  surprise.  I  fear. 
Sir,  that  under  these  resolutions  a  political  design 
Ilea  hid.  I  gave  notice  yesterday  that  it  was  mv 
intention  to  move  a  resolution  of  this  kind.  It 
would  be  one  of  a  character  which  possessed  some 
fibre  and  lierve  in  it,  and  really  meant  something ; 
to  which  the  Hon.  the  Premier  answered,  that  if 
such  a  resolution  vras  proposed,  he  would  take  it 
as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  and  that,  in  fact, 
the  Government  would  not  submit  to  it.  Well, 
to-day,  to  my  very  great  surprise,  an  honorable 
gentleman,  before  1  could  possibly  get  up  to  move 
the  resolution  of  which  I  had  given  notice,  got  up 
and  moved  these  resolutions,  which  the  Govern- 
ment accept  in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  which  un- 
doubtedly mean  nothing  at  all.  I  now  move. 
Sir,  as  an  amendment  to  these  resolutions, — 
"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  finan- 
cial position  of  the  colony  imperatively  requires 
the  utmost  economy  in  the  administration  of  the 
public  business,  departmental  and  otherwise; 
and  that  to  efiect  this,  large  reductions  should 
be  made  in  the  estimates  without  delay."  I  am 
justified.  Sir,  in  moving  this  amendment  by  what 
we  have  had  said  to  us  to-day.  The  honorable 
gentleman,  upon  whose  resolutions  I  move  the 
amendment,  stated  in  the  most  distinct  terms, 
at  the  end  Of  his  speech,  that  large  reductions 
can  at  once  be  made  in  the  estimates.  These 
were  his  words,  as  I  wrote  them  down.  1  say  he 
spoke  what  is  perfectly  correct,  perfectly  just, 
perfectly  reasonable,  when  he  said  that,  and  I  am 
in  favour  of  these  reductions  being  made  forth- 
with. The  Premier  admitted  the  same  thing,  but 
he  qualified  his  statement  by  saying  that  it  could 


not  be  done  in  a  month  or  two.  Sir,  if  it  cannot 
be  done  in  a  month  or  two,  why  did  he  not  bring 
his  estimates  down  prepared  in  a  way  in  which 
they  ought  to  be  prepared?  He  knew  per- 
fectly well  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  coun- 
try, and  he  also  knew  perfectly  well  that,  if  he 
pleased,  he  could  have  equalized  the  revenue  and 
expenditure,  but  he  did  not  choose  to  do  it. 
Hence  the  present  difficulty  has  arisen.  I  say 
that  the  estimates  can  at  once  be  reduced  by  the 
amount  of  nearly  £100,000  in  addition  to  the 
reductions  which  the  GK>verument  say  they  have 
already  made,  but  which  are  reductions  more 
apparent  than  real.  I  think  the  House  should  at 
once  make  these  reductions.  The  Prime  Minister 
also  said  that  if  the  House  was  in  earnest  in 
insisting  upon  reductions  being  made,  it  could 
easily  be  done.  If  it  can  easily  be  done,  why  is 
it  not  done  P  That  the  House  is  in  earnest  was 
shown  last  night  distinctly ;  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  not  in  earnest  was  shown  with  equal 
distinctness.  They  resisted  every  attempt  made 
at  reduction.  The  Prime  Minister  stated  what 
is  a  fact  when  he  said  that  if  the  House  is  in 
earnest  these  reductions  could  easily  be  made. 
These  were  hb  words.  The  House  is  in  earnest. 
Let  them  be  made  at  once,  and  they  can  easily 
be  mode  within  the  next  week  or  ten  days.  Then 
the  Premier  went  on  to  give  a  proof  that  the 
House  was  not  in  earnest,  by  saying  it  cast  certain 
expenditure  on  the  colony  in  the  shape  of  pensions 
to  widows,  and  other  expenses  of  that  kind,  which 
the  Government  had  not  proposed  to  make.  The 
Government  did  intend  that  those  votes  should 
be  carried  out.  If  not,  they  had  a  majority  to 
prevent  it ;  and  they  knew  it  was  their  duty,  as 
leaded  of  the  House,  to  take  a  firm  stand,  and 
prevent  any  expenditure  of  which  they  did  not 
approve.  That  was  their  duty,  and  they  neg- 
lected it.  I  believe  they  were  willing  enough 
that  this  should  be  done,  but  did  not  wish  to 
have  the  odium  before  the  country  of  being  appa- 
rently the  persons  to  recommend  it.  I  say  that 
any  Ministry,  if  they  had  been  in  earnest  in 
deciding  that  expenditure  should  not  be  forced 
upon  the  country,  would  have  refused  to  allow  it, 
and  would  have  made  their  offices  depend  upon 
their  will  being  carried  out.  There  could  be  no 
more  fitting  occasion  for  the  Government  to  take 
up  a  resolute  stand  than  that  of  preventing  ex- 
penditure which  they  believed  the  revenues  of  the 
country  were  not  capable  of  bearing.  They  say 
these  iaoreases  indicate  the  feeling  of  the  House, 
and  they  were  certain  honorable  members  would 
not  permit  them  to  make  reductions  in  the  ex- 
penditure. If  they  believed  that.  Sir,  would  they 
venture  to  make  reductions  during  the  recess? 
Everv  one  knows  they  would  not.  They  know 
perfectly  well  that  a  mijbrity  of  this  House  will 
support  them  in  reasonable  reductions  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  country ;  but  they  are  unwilling 
to  enter  upon  it  at  the  present  time.  They  know 
that  making  such  reductions  would  cause  un- 
popularity; and  you  may  depend  upon  it  they 
will  avoid  entering  upon  a  course  of  that  kind 
as  long  as  this  House  will  permit  them.  That, 
therefore,  is  another  reason  why  the  amendment 
I  propose  should   be   carried,   that  reductions 
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should  bo  made  day  bj  daj  as  we  go  on,  if  the 
Qoyemment  will  not  bring  down  new  estimates 
containing  some  systematic  reduction  suited  to 
the  public  service  of  the  country.  The  Prime 
Minister  added  that  the  expenditure  could  not 
be  much  reduced,  haying  first  of  all  said  that 
it  was  possible  largely  to  reduce  it ;  but  be 
qualified  his  second  statement  by  saying  that 
if  the  expenditure  was  much  reduced,  con- 
Teniences  must  be  curtailed.  Sir,  with  ruin 
staring  us  in  the  face,  are  we  not  to  curtail 
conyeniences  ?  Did  ever  a  statesman  talk  in 
such  a  way  before  ?  When  men's  property  is  at 
stake,  ana  public  credit  is  at  stake,  should  we 
hesitate  because  conyeniences  must  be  curtailed  ? 
If  conyeniences  are  to  be  curtailed,  let  them  set 
an  example.  Let  thera  reduce  the  salary  of  the 
highest  person  in  the  State.  Let  them  reduce 
their  own  salaries,  their  own  ministerial  resi- 
dences and  gardeners.  Let  them  do  away  with 
their  Agenl-General  and  his  office  in  London,  and 
at  once  save  £18,000  a  year.  Let  them  curtail  their 
conyeniences,  as  they  are  pleased  to  term  them, 
and  they  will  find  the  members  of  this  House  are 
ready  to  do  so  likeyrise.  Let  them  show  a  good 
example  to  the  oountiy,  and  this  House  will  do  it 
too.  Let  these  reductions  be  carried  out  at  once. 
Then  the  Premier  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  civil 
serTants,  and  I  believe  with  all  justice  in  what  he 
says.  I  believe  the  Under  Secretaries  take  great 
pride  in  having  their  work  done  efficiently  and 
economically,  but  the  Under  Secretaries  of  State 
are  very  bad  persons  to  remodel  the  Civil  Service. 
Bach  man  necessarily  attaches  undue  importance 
to  his  own  department.  It  requires  some  person 
lifted  above  that  level  to  look  down  upon  it  and 
see  how  reductions  can  be  judiciously  carried  out 
throughout  the  Civil  Service,  so  that  the  public 
service  may  not  suffer  while  reductions  are  being 
carried  out.  I  differ  altogether  with  what  the 
Premier  says  as  to  the  cost  of  our  Civil  Service. 
I  say  no  more  enormous  Civil  Service  exists  in 
any  country  in  the  world  than  in  New  Zealand, 
and  I  say  that  no  worse  regulations  for  its 
guidance  exist  than  those  in  this  country ;  that 
no  allowances  of  such  great  magnitude  are 
made  to  Civil  servants  in  any  other  country 
as  are  made  here.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the 
Commissioners  of  Audit  are  allowed  to  travel 
about  the  country  for  half  a  year,  or  at  all  events 
for  several  months,  and  during  that  time  they 
receive  a  trayelling  allowance  of  two  guineas  a 
day.  Such  an  amount  was  neyer  allow^  in  any 
country.  A  prince  would  not  have  an  allowance 
of  that  kind  made  to  him  if  travelling  for  months 
together.  The  whole  Civil  Service  is,  without  ex- 
ception, arranged  upon  a  scale  of  extravagant 
expenditure  that  ought  not  to  be  allowed.  We 
should  have  returns  laid  before  us  containing  the 
fullest  information  upon  all  these  subjects.  I  say 
at  once,  that  many  thousands  of  pounds  a  year 
could  be  saved  without  in  the  least  interfering 
with  the  administration  of  afikirs.  It  is  quite 
unnecessary  for  the  Commissioners  of  Audit  to 
travel  about  in  that  way.  The  Commissioners  of 
Audit  in  England  do  not  travel  about.  The 
books,  or  accounts  abstracts  of  these  books,  are 
sent  to  them,  and  they  inspect  them.    I  do  not 


believe  such  an  absurdity  was  ever  heard  of 
before,  and  I  believe  the  Government  themselves 
know  perfectly  well  that  such  a  system  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  exist.  But  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  the  least  intention  of  making  these 
reductions.  It  was  but  yesterday  I  proposed 
that  a  Select  Committee  should  be  appointed  to 
investigate  the  accounts  of  the  last  two  missions 
to  England,  and  I  was  not  allowed  to  have  that 
Committee.  What  was  there  to  hide?  What 
was  there  to  conceal  ?  There  was  something.  It 
was  quite  clear  that  the  public  were  not  to  be 
allowed. to  have  these  accounts  printed  and  laid 
before  them.  I  say  that  until  the  accounts  are 
laid  before  the  public  in  a  complete  form,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  and  in  the  form  in  which  they  are 
laid  before  the  public  at  Home,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  reduce  the  expenditure  of  this  country. 
I  say  that  nothing  but  a  public  inquiry  before 
the  country,  such  as  takes  place  in  Conmiittee  of 
Supply,  will  l^ad  to  a  reduction  of  the  expendi- 
ture. This  plan  of  leaving  it  to  the  G-ovem- 
ment  to  carry  out  reductions  during  the  recess 
is  wrong.  If  they  intended  to  carry  them  out, 
why  did  they  not  do  it  during  the  last  recess  P 
They  had  plenty  of  time.  Why  not  have  done  it 
at  an  earlier  period  of  this  session?  Why  did 
they  not  then  get  a  Select  Committee  appoints 
to  inquire  into  what  reductions  should  be  made, 
and  make  recommendations  to  the  House  ?  No. 
They  wish  to  take  the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of 
Parliament  and  into  their  own  offices.  If  they 
are  allowed  to  do  so,  they  will  do  it  most  imper- 
fectljf[,  if  they  do  it  at  all.  I  therefore  hope  the 
House  will  agree  to  the  resolution,  which  I  shall 
propose  as  an  amendment  to  that  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Nelson  City,  Mr.  Sharp. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  can- 
not move  his  amendment  at  present.  There  is 
already  an  amendment  before  the  House,  which 
must  first  be  disposed  of.  The  original  question 
was,  That  I  do  leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the 
House  may  go  into  Committee  of  Supply.  Upon 
that,  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  has 
moved  his  resolutions  as  an  amendment.  If  the 
House  decides  that  those  resolutions  take  the  place 
of  the  original  question,  then  they  become  a  sub- 
stantive motion,  and  amendments  can  be  moved 
to  them.  If,  however,  the  House  rejects  the 
amendment  to  the  question  that  I  leave  the  chair, 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  will  not  be 
able  to  move  his  amendment  to-day,  because  the 
House  will  have  ordered  that  it  will  "  now "  go 
into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  KEYNOLDS.— Sir,  I  intend  to  support 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson 
City ;  and  I  do  so  because  I  see  very  little  chance 
of  effecting  any  reductions  in  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply. I  do  not  believe  honorable  members  are 
really  in  earnest  in  seeking  reductions  or  re- 
trenchment ;  otherwise  the  divisions  would  not 
have  been  carried  as  they  were  last  night.  As 
has  been  remarked  by  the  Premier,  a  number 
of  resolutions  have  been  brought  down  this 
session  by  honorable  members — and  even  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  himself — for 
gmnts  to  the  families  of  deceased  officers,  of 
Bunu  not  authorized  by  law.    Although  the  Go- 
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Temment  did  their  rerj  utmoflt  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  honorable  members  to  what  they  were 
doing,  jet,  in  spite  of  remonstrances,  the  Com- 
mittee carried  the  rotes  against  them.  Without 
referring  further  to  this  point,  I  wonld  suggest  to 
the  Government  certain  items  in  certain  depart- 
ments in  which  reductions  could  easily  be  made. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  if  the  Q-ovemment  do  take 
action,  in  accordance  with  this  resolution,  their 
action  will  not  be  complained  of  afterwards. 
Speaking  of  the  Customs  Department,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  officers  of  that  department 
are  most  efficient,  and  that  the  department  itself 
has  been  exceedingly  well  managed;  but  great 
expense  has  been  forced  upon  the  GoFemment  by 
the  opening  of  warehoosing  ports  and  ports  of 
entry  in  places  where  they  were  not  at  all  re- 
quired ;  in  some  cases,  the  collections  do  not 
amount  to  the  cost  of  maintaining  these  offices. 
This,  in  particular,  is  a  direction  in  which  the 
pruning  knife  might  be  applied  ;  and  I  give  the 
Goremment  fair  notice  that,  if  they  do  not 
do  so,  I  will   come   down  with  applications  for 

E)rts  of  entry  in  two  or  three  places  in  Otago ; 
lueskin,  for  instance,  is  quite  as  important  a 
place  as  many  others  that  have  been  created  ports 
of  entry.  Then  there  is  the  Telegraph  Office. 
Great  saring  might  be  effected  here  by  cutting 
off  all  those  stations  which  are  found  to  give 
little  or  no  return.  I  have  not  a  list  of  the 
stations  before  me,  but  I  know,  from  my  recollec- 
tion of  past  years,  that  some  of  them  do  not  re- 
tarn  more  than  £10  or  £12  per  annum,  and  it  is 
too  much  to  expect  that  the  Government  should 
maintain  offices  from  which  the  revenue  is  so 
smalL  The  only  difference  that  will  result  from 
reducing  the  number  of  this  class  of  offices  will  be 
that  people  will  have  to  travel  a  little  farther  to 
despatch  their  messages — there  will  be  one  tele- 
eraph  station  in  the  district  instead  of  two. 
Then  when  we  come  to  the  Postal  Department, 
I  find  that  it  is  possible  there  also  to  effect 
considerable  savings.  I  would  not  limit  the  faci- 
lities for  the  despatch  and  receipt  of  letters 
any  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  but  I 
am  aware  that  in  some  instances  the  colony  has 
to  pay  far  too  high  for  those  facilities.  Why, 
Sir,  I  know  that  in  some  instances  the  colony 
has  to  pay  as  high  as  5s.  a  letter  for  car- 
riage, in  return  for  which  it  receives  2d.  The 
postal  subsidies  might  be  considerably  cut  down, 
and,  as  a  first  instance  where  the  principle  of 
retrenchment  might  be  advantageously  applied, 
I  may  refer  to  the  half-cost  of  coach  services 
under  the  heading  "  Conveyance  of  Inland  Mails," 
on  page  46  of  the  estimates.  There  we  find  that 
dose  upon  £2,500  is  paid  toward  maintaining 
coach  lines  between  Wellington  and  New  Ply- 
mouth, Napier  and  Taupo,  Taupo  and  Tauranga, 
and  Foxton  and  Waipukurau.  That  is  only  half- 
cost  ;  the  other  half  appears  on  another  part 
of  the  estimates.  This  item,  I  think,  might 
fairly  be  reduced.  Then  there  are  a  number 
of  steamboat  subsidies  which  might  be  done 
away  with,  such  as  the  subsidy  for  a  steam  ser- 
vice to  the  west  coast  of  tlie  Middle  Island. 
Hitherto  that  subsidy  has  been  paid  by  the  Pro- 
rince  of  Otago,  and  I  presume  has  been  taken 
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over  in  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  the  pro* 
viiice  ;  but  there  is  at  once  a  sum  of  £4,000  that 
might  bo  saved ;  and  there  is  also  the  subsidy  for 
a  steam  service  to  the  east  coast  of  the  North 
Island,  £2,200 ;  the  steam  service  between  Wel- 
lington and  Kaikoura,  £400  j  and  the  subsidy  for 
Blind  Bay,  £180,  which  might  also  be  dispensed 
with.  I  might  quote  others,  but  they  at  least 
should  certainly  be  struck  off  the  estimates,  or 
considerably  reduced.  We  come  next  to  the 
department  of  the  Minister  of  Justice,  and  I 
thmk  it  will  readily  be  admitted  that  the  pub- 
lic of  New  Zealand  expect  too  many  facilities 
in  the  way  of  establishing  Resident  Magistrates' 
Courts,  particularly  in  Native  districts.  There 
arc  far  too  many  Besident  Magistrates  in  these 
districts ;  and  as  part  of  their  salaries  is  made  up 
from  the  Native  Department,  I  think  it  would  be 
a  good  thin^  that  the  Minister  of  Justice  and  the 
Native  Minister  should  consult  together  with  the 
object  of  effecting  reductions  in  this  direction. 
As  to  the  Volunteers,  I  think  they  can  be  dis- 
pensed with  entirely;  and  I  certainly  will  not 
bo  a  party  to  voting  a  single  penny  for  the  Volun- 
teers, especially  in  the  Middle  Island.  They  are 
not  wanted  there,  and  the  money  should  be  saved 
to  the  country.  My  idea  on  the  subject  is,  that 
the  children  in  the  Government  schools  should  be 
taught  drill  and  the  use  of  arms ;  they  would  be 
available  hereafter  if  their  services  were  required 
at  any  time,  and  might  be  called  out  as  Militia. 
Then  there  are  items  for  prizes  for  rifle-shooting, 
passages  of  Volunteers,  ammunition,  &c.  Here 
is  a  sum  of  £5,000  which  might  easily  be  saved. 
I  see,  also,  in  the  estimates,  a  sum  of  £150  as  a 
preliminary  item  of  expense  on  account  of  the 
new  library. 

Afajor  ATKINSON.— That  is  struck  out. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Yes,  on  reference  to  the 
amended  estimates  I  see  it  is  struck  out ;  but  I 
saw  a  motion  on  the  Notice  Paper  of  another 
Chamber,  suggesting  that  competitive  designs  for 
a  new  library  should  be  invited.  Now  I  think 
we  should  put  our  foot  down  firmly,  and  reruse 
any  such  vote.  If  we  invito  designs,  it.  will  be 
said,  '*  Oh,  we  have  the  designs,  we  might  as  well 
go  on  with  the  building!"  I  think  the  present 
library  is  quit.e  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  Tb.ere 
are  many  other  directions  in  which  the  Govern* 
ment  might  curtail  expenses  ;  but  the  chances  are 
that,  if  they  attempt  to  do  so,  the  members  repre- 
senting the  district  affected  would  get  up  and 
say,  "  Oh,  why  did  you  cut  off  a  telegraph  office 
in  my  district  ?"  and  so  on.  If  the  House  is  in 
earnest  in  its  desire  to  effect  retrenchment,  ho- 
norable  members  should  give  the  Gtivernment 
every  assistance  in  their  power. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— There  is  one  portion  of  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson 
City  which  appears  to  me  to  be  unadvisable,  and 
that  is,  where  it  appears  to  me,  by  the  terms 
used,  the  House  would  express  an  intention  not 
to  interfere  with  the  estimates  this  session.  Now, 
if  I  correctly  interpret  the  feeling  of  the  House, 
it  is  not  altogether  prepared  to  go  so  far  as  that. 
While  I  recognize  that  the  Government  are  the 
persons  most  likely  to  make  the  reduction  com- 
plete and  effective,  and  that  they  should  have 
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time  to  consider  the  matter  fairly  during  the 
recess,  yet  I  think  the  Q-oyemment  has  a  right  to 
expect  the  House  to  indicate,  during  the  progress 
of  the  estinsates  through  Committee,  those  direc- 
tions in  which  reductions  should  be  madp,  even  if 
they  are  not  effected  by  a  Tote  at  the  moment. 
I  snould,  therefore,  like  to  see  the  resolution 
modified  in  that  direction.  The  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  which  is  not 
yet  before  the  House,  is  Tery  similar  in  principle 
to  that  of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City, 
except  that  it  indicates  that  the  House  is  prepared 
at  the  present  moment  to  make  reductions ;  and  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  that  is  the  most  proper 
position  in  which  the  House  can  be  put  on  this 
question.  I  think  the  House  has  not  any  right 
to  say,  "This  is  none  of  our  business.  We 
hare  nothing  to  do  with  cutting  down  estimates. 
We  are  elected  to  do  other  things,  and  wo 
leare  it  to  the  Goyemment  to  say  what  shall  be  a 
proper  amount  of  expenditure."  The  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  said  the  House  was  most 
anxious  to  out  down  the  estimates.  I  wish  I 
could  share  that  riew,  but  I  do  not  share  it.  I 
have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  of  the  action 
of  the  House  on  different  occasions,  and  I  know 
what  members  have  done  during^  the  present 
session.  I  do  not  pretend  that  my  knowledge  of 
the  feelings  of  members  is  so  complete  as  that  of 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  but  I 
hare  seen  no  indication  as  yet  of  their  desiring 
certainly  to  effect  retrenchment.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  tendency  has  rather  been  to  add  to 
the  estimates  than  to  reduce  them.  I  speak 
of  the  House  as  a  whole  and  not  of  indiridual 
members ;  and  therefore  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
do  not  share  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames.  I  wish  I  could,  because  imtil 
the  House  and  the  country  really  is  sincere,  as 
the  Premier  said,  we  cannot  hare  any  largo  re- 
ductions made ;  and  I  know  that  this  country  is 
most  luxurious.  It  has  got  into  a  liabit  of  re- 
quiring that  every  sort  of  Goyemment  proyision 
■kould  be  afforded  to  it,  to  an  extent  that  does 
not  obtain  eyen  now  in  the  mother  country.  If 
four  or  fiye  people  get  together  in  the  head  of  a 
Talley,  th^  immediately  petition  for  a  post  office. 
I  know  of  men  in  the  mother  country,  who  own 
half  a  county,  who  baye  to  send  seyen  or  eight 
miles  to  a  post  office  for  their  letters.  They  do  not 
expect  tohaye  their  letters  brought  to  their  gates, 
though  their  tenants  are  larger  in  number  and 
quite  as  worthy  of  consideration  as  a  great  many- 
of  the  small  communities  in  this  colony  which 
require  to  haye  a  post  office  and  a  telemph  station, 
the  latter  a  perfectly  new  luxury  unknown  to  our 
fathers.  I  recollect  that,  when  I  was  attempting 
to  make  reductions  at  one  time,  I  was  met  with 
petition  after  petition  and  request  after  request 
from  the  honorable  member  for  the  district  con- 
cerned asking  me  not  to  make  them.  Syen  in 
Auckland,  when  I  dismissed  a  Besident  Magistrate 
who  had  not  had  either  a  single  criminal  or  a  ciyil 
case  in  his  Court  for  six  months,  I  was  met  by  a 
petition  from  the  district,  which  pointed  out  that 
the  yery  fact  that  there  bad  been  no  cases  proyed 
how  efficacious  he  was  in  preserving  eood-feeling 
in  the  district.   Of  eleven  Magistrates  I  dismissed. 


in  the  course  of  fourteen  months,  three  were  put 
back  by  the  House  in  following  sessions  upon 
direct  motions  ;  and  so  it  was  with  other  depart* 
ments.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  the  country  in 
concrete  calls  out  for  reduction  ;  but  whenever  it 
is  made  to  apply  in  any  direction,  there  is  an 
immediate  protest  from  the  people  in  the  district, 
supported  by  those  who  represent  that  district  in 
the  House.  Therefore  I  am  utterly  unable  to 
agree  with  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
as  to  the  great  desire  in  the  House  and  the  coim- 
try  for  retrenchment.  Let  us  see  what  redactions 
will  be  proposed  and  carried  by  the  House.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  are  not  certain 
membera  in  the  House  who  are  most  sincerely 
anxious  to  make  reductions  and  will  be  founa 
voting  for  and  supporting  them,  but  I  am  speak- 
ing of  the  House  as  a  whole.  With  regard  to 
the  amendment  before  the  House,  I  should  really 
like  that  part  struck  out  which  appears  to  indi- 
cate that  the  House  will  take  no  trouble  in 
reducing  the  estimates.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
proper  position  for  the  House  to  take  up,  and 
1  think  it  would  really  reflect  upon  the  House 
to  say  that  it  would  not  take  its  proper  share  in 
proposinff  reductions. 

Mr.  BOWKN.— I  do  not  at  all  understand  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  to 
mean  that  the  House  should  decline  to  enter 
upon  the  question  of  reduction.  The  words  of 
the  resolution  are,  "  That  this  House  feels  great 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  estimates  so  as  to 
effect  that  object,  and  is  satisfied  that  the  neces- 
sary reductions  can  be  most  effectually  and  judi- 
ciously made  during  the  recess  by  the  Executive 
Goyemment."  •  All  I  can  say  is,  that  the  Goyem- 
ment, in  stating  that  they  agreed  with  the  honor- 
able member  and  accepted  his  resolution,  did- 
not  mean  that  they  would  not  be  very  glad  to 
have  the  assistauce  of  honorable  members  and 
their  advice  as  to  the  reductions  they  thought 
should  be  made.  There  were  some  slight  re- 
ductions made  last  night,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that,  in  going  through  the  estimates,  honorable 
gentlemen  will  point  out  matters  which  they 
think  ought  to  be  discussed,  relating  to  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  service.  The  Government 
said  they  were  prepared  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Nelson ;  but  they  certainly 
did  not  understand  his  resolution  to  mean  that, 
because  the  greater  part  of  the  reductions  could 
be  best  made  after  consideration  and  ascertaining 
what  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  amalgamation 
between  the  Provincial  and  General  Government 
seryices,  the  House  should  at  all  giro  up  its 
control  oyer  the  estimates  for  the  present  session. 
I  may  say  the  Government  look  forward  to  make 
reductions  for  the  most  part  in  amalgamating 
services  which  have  been  conducted  hiUierto  by 
the  provinces  with  those  of  the  General  Goyem- 
ment. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  have  been  assured  just  now 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson,  who  pro- 
posed the  amendment,  that  there  is  no  under- 
standing betwixt  him  and  the  GK)yernmout  in 
relation  to  his  proposition ;  but  it  so  marvellously 
fits  in  with  what  fell  from  the  Premier  yesterday, 
that  if  there  be  no  agreement  or  understanding 
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between  the  honorable  member  (or  Nelson  and 
the  Government,  it  exactlj  meets  the  idea  of 
the  Goremment.  If  the  Government  are  so 
anxioufl  to  promote  economy,  so  anxious  to  de- 
crease departmental  expenditure,  how  is  it  that 
they  have  not  done  it  hitherto  ?  They  have  had 
long  enough  to  do  it>  and  they  must  have  seen 
for  a  very  long  time  that  the  finances  of  the 
country  would  not  bear  the  enormous  strain 
there  is  upon  them.  But,  having  left  their 
important  measures  to  the  end  of  the  session, 
ihej^  now,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  month  of  the 
session,  say  they  will  be  prepared  during  the 
vecess,  when  the  House  has  risen,  to  consider 
the  question  of  retrenchment.  Why,  during  the 
time  the  House  has  been  sitting  they  have  had 
time  to  consider  tins  matter.  During  the  pre* 
yious  year,  or  during  the  two  years  previous,  they 
did  not  choose  to  consider  the  position  of  the 
oountzy.  How  is  it  that  they  hare  not  been 
considering  the  question  of  retrenchment  ?  And 
now,  because  honorable  members  seem  inclined 
in  Committee  of  Supply  to  take  exception  to 
certain  rotes,  and  attempt  to  make  both  ends 
meet  by  reducing  the  expenditure  to  an  amount 
equal  to  the  income,  the  Ministry  turn  round 
and  say,  "  We  will  do  the  best  we  can  daring  the 
recess.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  in  this  House 
as  to  the  necessity  for  continuing  great  public 
works,  and  of  thus  introducing  a  large  amount 
of  borrowed  capital  into  the  country,  and  the 
expenditure  of  that  money  among  the  people  of 
New  Zealand.  We  have  it  stated  that  it  was  a 
▼eiy  wise  stroke  of  policy  to  do  that  in  1869  and 
1870,  and  that  things  were  then  at  a  very  low 
ebb  in  this  country.  But  in  1869  and  1870  the 
oountty  was  in  no  such  position  as  we  are  in  now. 
There  was  not  the  same  difficulty  in  making 
both  ends  meet,  and  in  keeping  the  Civil  Service 
down,  and  in  keeping  the  expense  of  the  country 
within  the  revenue,  small  as  the  revenue  then 
was.  Why,  during  the  last  five  or  six  years, 
nearly  £600,000  a  year  has  been  added  to  the 
ordinary  expenditure  of  the  country.  We  hear  a 
Tery  great  deal  from  members  of  the  Government 
as  to  the  increased  income  of  the  country,  but** 
they  never  think  of  telling  us  at  all  as  to  the 
enormous  increase  of  the  ordinary  expenditure. 
The  numbers  added  to  the  Civil  service,  the  in- 
erease  in  nlaries,  the  increase  of  departments 
AS  I  might  say,  or  at  all  evente  the  addition  of 
freeh  branches  to  departments,  are  far  more  than 
equivalent  to  the  increase  in  the  revenue.  The 
increase  in  the  revenue  has  been  attended  by  in- 
creased power  of  expenditure  of  the  people ;  but 
the  increased  expenaiture  is  an  expenditure  that 
must  go  on,  because  it  is  an  expenditure  which, 
to  a  certain  extent,  is  demanded  by  the  increas- 
ing wanta  of  tlie  people,  and  will  be  increasingly 
demanded.  Witn  the  extension  of  settlement  we 
■hall  require  an  extension  of  Gk>vemment  depart- 
ments. What  we  want  to  see  is  that,  while  we 
meet  the  public  requirements  and  the  public 
wants,  the  Government  shall  attempt  to  only 
keep  a  sufficient  number  of  employis  ox  the  colony 
to  do  the  public  work.  The  great  desideratum, 
in  fact,  is  to  keep  the  moneys  expended  upon  the 
public  service  within  the  boonda  of  the  public 


revenues.  Already  the  Government  have  had 
proposed  to  them  two  or  three  ways  bv  which 
that  could  he  done :  but  I  think  that  the  milk- 
and-water  resolutions  brought  down  by  the 
honorable  member,  for  Nelson  mean  nothing. 
They  mean  nothing,  and  they  contain  no  prin- 
ciple, or  the  shadow  of  a  principle.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  seem  ratner  to  incline  to 
that  which  the  honorable  member  for  Timam 
has  characterized  as  taking  the  power  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  House,  and  intimating  that 
honorable  members  should  not  interfere  with 
the  estimates  as  they  passed  through  Committee.  . 
The  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  says 
"No."  The  honorable  sentleman  should  couch 
his  resolutions  in  such  language  that  they  could 
not  be  misunderstood.  I  undertake  to  say  that 
more  than  three-fourths  of  this  House  believed 
that  was  the  intention  of  those  resolution?. 
When  I  heard  them  read  I  thought  the  iutention 
was  to  stop  discussion  in  Committee  upon  par- 
ticular votes,  in  order  that  the  Gk>Temment 
during  the  recess  might  do  the  whole  of  this 
work.  If  that  be  not  their  meaning,  they  have 
no  meaning  at  all,  because  the  Ghovernment  have 
already  stated  that  during  the  recess  they  would 
take  these  yetj  steps.  If  therefore  the  honorable 
member  for  Nelson  did  not  desire  to  go  beyond 
that,  and  stop  discussion  in  Committee  on  par- 
ticular items,  moving  his  resolutions  is  simply 
a  waste  of  time,  the  blame  for  which  will  of 
course  be  cast  upon  the  Opposition.  The  Op- 
position will  be  asked  why  they  have  obstructed 
the  progress  of  public  business.  If  the  resolu- 
tions had  not  been  brought  down  then,  the  esti- 
mates could  have  been  sent  back  to  the  Govern* 
ment,  the  House  could  have  proceeded  to  other 
business,  and  after  the  end  of  next  week  the 
Government  could  brinjff  them  down  reduced  as 
far  as  possible,  even  if  some  little  violence,  if 
necessary,  had  been  used  to  bring  the  estimates 
within  the  bounds  of  the  public  purse  and  the 
public  rerenue.  There  might  have  been  some 
sense  in  that,  but  there  is  no  sense  in  the  honor- 
able member's  resolutions.  He  mieht  just  as 
well  have  p]:pposed  as  a  solution  of  the  difficulty 
a  resolution  that  twice  two  makes  four.  I  agree 
with  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  says  that 
economy  should  be  practised ;  but  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  resolution  in  so  far  as  it  means  that  the 
Committee  is  not  to  discuss  these  items.  There 
I  am  entirely  at  one  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Timaru  and  other  honorable  members ;  and  I 
do  hope   that    no  such    idea  will    be  promul- 

Sted  either  in  this  House  or  in  Committee. 
y  idea  as  to  what  an  amendment  should 
be  would  be  one  to  the  effect  that  the 
Government  should  be  compelled  to  make  their 
expenditure  meet  their  income.  As  I  said  last 
night,  I  now  repeat,  that  if  the  Goremment 
cannot  decrease  their  expenditure,  they  must  in- 
crease their  income.  They  must  impose  taxation 
that  will  enable  them  to  supply  out  of  the  current 
receipts  the  current  expendliture.  If  we  are  to 
have  £150,000  of  Treasury  bills  issued  on  one 
side,  and  £150,000  of  Treasury  bills  issued  on 
another  side,  and  this  is  to  go  on  year  after  year, 
it  will,  as  has  been  said  before  in  this  House,  end 
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in  financial  disaster.    We  cannot  escape.    It  is 

i'ast  like  a  man  in  a  race,  goiufi^  on  hour  after 
LOur,  increasing  the  stimulants  he  took  until  the 
tune  comes  that  thej  will  not  act,  the  body 
will  not  receiye  anj  more  stimulants,  and  then 
he  breaks  down.  We  have  thrown  £40,000  or 
£50,000  upon  this  year  which  ought  to  have  been 
paid  last  year.  Last  year  we  issued  £250,000 
of  Treasury  bills,  we  shall  do  the  same  this  year 
and  next  year,  but  probably  next  year  this  will 
come  to  an  end.  Next  year  wo  shall  find  that 
we  cannot  go  on  any  longer  borrowing  money, 
and  then  there  will  be  taxation  imposed  on  that 
which  alone  can  pay  taxation — property.  Then 
we  shall  hare  a  great  outcry  all  over  the  country 
that  property  is  being  ruined — ^that  it  is  being 
oyerwheimed  with  taxation.  I  warn  honorable 
members  that  this  will  take  place.  We  ought  to 
t)e  prepared  now  to  meet  the  difficulty.  It  will 
be  worse  to-morrow,  it  will  be  worse  next  year, 
it  will  be  worse  still  the  year  after.  It  is  the 
duty  of  this  House,  as  representing  the  whole 
of  the  people,  not  to  be  put  off  with  such  reso- 
lutions as  these,  but  to  try  what  can  be  done  in 
relation  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  relation  to 
the  increasing  expenditure,  and  in  relation  to 
levying  an  income  and  property  tax,  so  as  to 
meet  whaterer  deficiency  there  may  be  between 
the  income  of  the  county  and  the  expenditure  of 
the  country.  By  so  doing  we  shall  create  confi- 
dence in  the  administration.  If  we  required  to 
borrow  any  more  money  for  our  public  works  we 
should  be  more  likely  to  obtain  it,  as  the  Home 
country  would  have  more  confidence  in  us.  I 
saw  a  statement  in  the  London  Times  to  the  effect 
that  the  New  Zealand  Budget  was  very  satisfac- 
tory, and  that  there  was  a  surplus  revenue  of 
£72,000.  That  was  a  sham.  It  was  false ;  it 
was  not  the  fact.  It  was  not  stated  that  there 
were  £172,000  of  Treasury  bills  outstanding; 
and  the  enormous  amount  of  interest  which  we 
have  to  pay  was  not  stated.  This  is  going  upon 
false  pretences ;  and  if  we  continue  to  go  upon 
false  pretences  in  money  matters  we  shall  come  to 
grief  in  the  long  run.  No  man  of  sense  would 
adopt  such  a  course  in  regard  to  his  own  private 
affairs,  and  yet,  in  colonial  matters,  this  is  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Q-ovemment.  It  is  time 
to  remedy  the  evil.  I  believe  if  the  Ministry 
brought  down  a  measure  to  impose  an  income  and 
property  tax,  they  would  meet  with  the  support 
of  this  House  and  the  country.  I  believe  they 
would  have  a  laree  majority  in  favour  of  it,  and 
that  nine-tenths  of  the  people,  even  the  propertied 
classes  themselves,  would  support  them  in  such  a 
proposal,  because  the  people  feel  that  the  system 
now  carried  on  is  a  sham  and  a  snare.  The  Q-o- 
vemment  should  do  that  instead  of  accepting 
such  reisolutions  as  these.  I  am  astonished  at  the 
honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  bringing  for- 
ward such  resolutions,  as  they  only  put  off  the 
evil  day.  The  Government  could  easily,  under 
the  three  heads  I  have  indicated,  meet  the  diffi- 
ciencies,  and  place  the  oountiy  in  a  prosperous 
position. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  right  of  us  to  go  back  to  our  constituents  4nd 
say  l£at  we  could  not  deal  with  this  question  and 


had  relegated  it  to  the  Government  of  the  day 
In  the  first  place,  we  do  not  know  who  the  Go- 
vernment will  be  that  will  have  the  administration 
of  affairs  during  the  recess.  If  a  system  of  par- 
liamentary government  obtained  in  this  country, 
there  are  two  courses  which  could  be  taken.  The 
one  course  would  be  to  direct  the  Government 
to  take  back  the  estimates  and  to  indicate  where 
decreases  could  be  made,  and  how  the  expendi- 
ture could  be  kept  \?ithin  the  income.  The  next 
course  is  to  do  that  which  I  hope  this  House  will 
do — namely,  insist  on  making  very  large  reduc- 
tions in  the  expenditure.  I  do  not  think  the 
resolution  of  my  honorable  friend  is  one  which 
Ministers  should  accept.  To  tell  the  Govern- 
ment that  this  retrenchment  can  be  made  most 
effectually  and  judiciously  in  the  recess,  and  to 
leave  it  entirely  to  the  Government  to  make  such 
retrenchment,  is  not,  I  submit,  in  accordance  with 
the  ordinary  form  of  parliamentAry  government. 
Either  we  are  satisfied  or  we  are  not  satisfied. 
For  my  own  part,  I  do  confess  that  I  am  not 
satisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  things  ;  I  am 
not  satisfied  with  the  uncertain  position  of  the 
Government,  or  with  the  position  which  we  are 
now  asked  to  accept,  of  relegating  our  duties  as 
the  representatives  of  the  people  to  the  Minis- 
try in  the  recess.  With  regard  to  the  first 
point,  that  of  asking  the  Government  to  take  back 
their  estimates,  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  such 
a  course  will  not  be  accepted  by  the  House. 
The  House  is  not  prepared  to  put  another  Go- 
vernment into  office.  No  doubt  the  Government 
have  a  veiy  considerable  majority,  and  any  such 
attempt  would  be  futile  on  our  part.  The  only 
course  we  can  adopt  is  to  take  this  matter  into 
our  own  hands,  and  deal  with  the  question  of 
reducing  the  expenditure— to  form  ourselves  into 
a  kind  of  Committee  of  Safety  at  the  present 
time.  The  reason  why  we  cannot  jtake  the  usual 
parliamentary  course  is  due  not  so  much  to  the 
gentlemen  on  those  benches  as  to  others  with 
whom  they  have  beeti  connected.  The  fact  is 
that  our  whole  parliamentary  sjrstem  has  been 
•disorganized  by  the  slate  of  things  which  has 
obtained  during  the  last  seven  years.  The  Ciril 
Serrice  has  also,  to  a  large  extent,  been  disorgan- 
ized. We  have  allowed  this  demoralization  of 
the  service  to  take  place  by  making  politics  a 
means  of  access  to  the  serrice.  This  is  a  thine 
which  I  think  has  been  striking  at  the  root  and 
sapping  the  usefulness  of  our  Civil  Service  for 
some  years  past.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  first 
step  to  be  taken  by  the  Government  is  this :  Let 
us  know  who  are  going  to  be  our  Administrators 
in  the  future.  That  is  a  point  which  I  think 
the  House  has  a  right  to  be  informed  on.  The 
Government  has  for  some  time  past  been  like  the 
Old  Man  of  the  Sea,  of  whom  we  have  read  in 
our  boyhood — the  old  man  who  could  change 
himself  into  any  form  when  you  attempted  to 
catch  him  or  get  hold  of  him — who  could  change 
himself  into  a  bird,  fish,  or  beast,  or  any  form  that 
occurred  to  him.  You  could  get  from  him  no 
forecast  of  the  future,  of  anything  that  was  going 
to  happen,  until  you  dealt  with  him  with  the  ut- 
most violence.  I  do  not  see,  however,  that  there 
is  anything  to  be  done  at  the  present  time  with 
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the  €h>T6rnment  b/  Tiolence.  If  we  haye  the 
preient  Gh)Ternment  deprived  of  what  has  been 
its  bead,  I  beUeve  that  it,  on  the  whole,  would 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Hoose  ;  but  for  us  to  pass 
a  resolution  relegating,  to  a  body  which  we  do 
not  know  will  exist,  the  dntj  of  determining 
daring  the  recess  what  the  expenditure  shall  be, 
is  a  course  which,  I  submit,  will  not  meet  with 
the  approval  of  our  constituents. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  merelj  wish  to  sf ate 
that  I  cannot  approve  of  the  resolutions  proposed 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  Citj.  The 
honoxable  the  mover  of  the  resolutions  said  that 
it  was  useless  for  the  Committee  to  attempt  to  re- 
duce expenditure,  or  show  the  direction  in  which 
reduction  could  be  made.  What  would  be  the 
use  of  a  Committee  of  this  House  if  it  could  not 
express  an  opinion  as  to  the  direction  in  which 
reductions  should  be  made?  The  resolutions  were 
each  as  every  earnest  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  inclined  to  support.  I  do  not  see 
why  the  Committee  should  concur  in  the  opinion 
of  the  GoTomment.  One  resolution  states  that 
this  House  feels  great  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
the  estimates  so  as  to  effect  reduction,  and  that  it 
is  satisfied  that  the  necessary  reduction  could  be 
most  effectually  and  judiciously  made  during  the 
recess  by  the  Gheneral  Government.  We  are 
ttsked  to  pledge  ourselves  to  support  the  Go- 
Temment  in  giving  effect  to  this.  I  agree 
with  the  Teiy  pertinent  observations  made 
try  the  honorable  member  for  Avon  as  to 
that  Gkrremment.  What  will  be  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  recess?  I  would  like  to  be 
informed  on  that  point,  because  there  is  an  im- 
pression abroad  and  in  the  House,  caused  by  a 
atatement  of  the  honorable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  Gk>vemment,  that  the  Gt)vemment  will 
undergo  a  change — that  there  will  be  new  mem- 
bers taken  in,  and  that  old  members  will  go  out, 
shortly  after  this  House  is  prorogued.  It  is  an 
important  thing  to  consider,  when  that  Govern- 
ment ean  ask  us  to  surrender  into  their  hands 
absolutely  the  duties  which  we  should  ourselves 
endeavour,  at  all  events,  to  perform.  As  to  mak- 
ing large  reductions  in  Committee,  I  think  that 
is  quite  out  of  the  question.  I  believe  the 
Gk>vemment  itself  is  the  only  body  that  can  show 
where  reductions  can  be  made  without  impairing 
the  efficiency  of  the  public  service.  I  think  it  is 
the  duty  or  the  Gh)vemment  to  do  that.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  Gt>vemment  to  consider  the 
income,  and  so  to  reduce  the  expenditure  as  to 
bring  it  vrithin  the  income.  If  this  House  at- 
tempted to  incur  further  liability,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  steadily  resist  that  attempt 
to  this  extent :  to  say,  "  We  cannot  permit  it ;  it 
irould  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  if  we  allowed  it. 
We  will  give  up  the  seats  we  occupy,  and  let 
other  men  take  our  place,  rather  than  that  we 
should  incur  liabilities  which  the  ordinary  re- 
venue of  the  oountiy  cannot  meet."  That,  I  con- 
sider, is  the  position  which  the  Government 
should  take  up.  When  the  honorable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  stated  that  this 
House  during  this  session  had  set  aside  the  law 
in  voting  moneys  to  individuals,  and  that  he 
Allowed  it,  I  would  aek  himi  without,  I  hope,  any 


feeling  of  undue  hostility  to  him,  if  he  found  he 
was  doing  his  duty  then. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Yes;  I  have  no  doubt 

Mr!  MONTGOMERY.— WeU,  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  he  took  that  firm  stand  which 
the  custodian  of  the  finance  of  the  country  should 
have  taken.  If  he  found  that  the  voting  of  these 
sums  of  money  would  interfere  with  the  equili- 
brium which  should  be  between  the  expenditure 
and  the  income,  it  was  his  duty,  I  think,  to  say 
firmly  that  the  Government  would  not  allow  it. 
The  Government  should  take  a  firm  stand  on  such 
occasions.  I  intend  to  move,  as  an  amendment, 
that  the  last  resolution  should  be  struck  out.  I 
consider  that  it  is  quite  unnecessary  that  we 
should  pledge  ourselves  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment. The  House  is  not  called  upon  to  pledge 
itself  to  support  the  Government.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  we  should  affirm  by  resolution 
that  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  expenditure  of 
the  country  sliould  be  kept  within  its  ordinary 
income,  and  that  we  should  relegate  the  duty  of 
making  reductions  to  the  Government.  I  would 
like  to  see  that  resolution  omitted.  We  can  indi- 
cate our  views  without  any  expression  of  opinion 
respecting  the  Government  of  the  day  at  all.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  necessary.  I  do  believe  the 
honorable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  anxious  to  restore  equilibrium  in  our 
finance  ;  but  I  also  think  that  he  must  have  fore- 
seen during  the  year  that  the  income  has  not 
come  up  to  his  expectation,  and  that  he  should 
have  made  some  preparation  to  reduce  the  ex- 
penditure. He  should  have  done  that  before  the 
House  met.  However,  I  am  not  going  to  argue 
that  point  now,  and  will  merely  say  I  think  the 
House  should  express  a  simple  statement  of 
opinion  that  it  is  necessary  the  expenditure 
should  be  brought  within  the  income.  The 
amendment  I  shall  move  is  to  alter  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson 
City  so  that  they  may  read  as  follow : — "  That 
this  House  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  that 
the  public  expenditure  of  the  colony  must  be 
kept  strictly  within  the  ordinary  income,  and 
with  that  object  it  is  indispensable  that  the  Civil 
Service  of  the  colony  should  be  reorganized  and 
substantially  reduced."  I  believe  the  honorable 
member  for  Nelson  City  is  willing  to  accept  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  SHARP.— I  am  willing  to  do  b«, 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Could  the  resolutions  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  be  put 
separately  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  amendnlent  to  the 
question,  ''That  I  do  leave  the  chair  in  order  that 
the  House  may  go  into  Committee  of  Supply,"  is 
carried,  then  I  think  I  can  put  these  resolutions 
separately,  for  I  can  easily  perceive  that  some 
honorable  members  might  like  to  vote  for  some 
portion  of  them  who  would  not  vote  for  the 
whole. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— Sir,  I  took  no  part  in  the 
debate  last  night ;  but  one  portion  of  the  ar^- 
ments  used  struck  me  so  much  that  I  should  like 
to  refer  to  it  now.  I  mean  the  statements  made 
that  there  had  been  a  considerable  reduction  in 
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the  Caetoms  roTonae,  which  is,  of  oonnei  the 
kkrgest  source  of  our  rereniie.  The  Hon.  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs  laid  before  us  the  night 
before  Ust  a  comparatiye  statement  of  the  receipts 
for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  80th  September, 
1876,  and  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  year 
1875.  1  find  that  the  receipts  for  the  quarter 
ending  the  80th  September,  1875,  were  £812,471, 
and  for  hut  quarter  £807,844  in  round  num- 
bers. Last  night  it  was  stated  that  there  had 
been  a  falling  off  in  the  Customs  rerenue  for  last 
quarter  of  £12,000,  as  compared  with  the  same 
quarter  of  last  year ;  whereas  these  figures  show 
that  the  difierence  is  only  about  £5,000.  On 
lookinff  into  the  matter  further,  I  find  that  the  re- 
turns for  the  last  quarter  were  equal  to  the  arenige 
of  the  two  previous  years.  It  is  just  as  well  that 
these  things  should  be  borne  in  mind.  There 
has  also  been  a  constant  increase  in  the  Customs 
revenue  for  the  last  four  years.  In  1872,  the 
increase  was  £81,000;  in  1878,  £152,500;  in 
1874,  £228,000;  and  last  year,  1875,  when,  no 
doubt,  business  was  not  as  brisk  as  it  had  been 
in  preyious  years,  there  was  still  an  increase 
of  £46,000.  These  are  facts  which  should  be 
borne  in  mind,  and,  when  so  much  is  said  in  dis- 
paragement of  the  credit  and  resources  of  the 
oolony,  they  should  be  brought  prominently  for- 
ward. The  honorable  memW  for  AuckUnd  City 
East  is  not  in  his  place,  but  he  made  reference  to 
a  recent  article  in  the  Times,  I  take  leave  to 
say  that  that  journal  is  as  well  informed  upon 
all  such  matters  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East,  and  I  would  go  even  fur- 
ther, and  say,  as  well  as  any  honorabb  member  in 
this  House.  It  is  the  leadin|[  journal  of  the 
world,  aod  is  always  veir  cautious  in  the  state- 
ments it  puts  forward.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
statements  made  in  that  paper  were  founded  on 
the  Financial  Statement  sent  Home  from  this 
colony,  and  that  they  can  be  home  out  in  every 
particular.  I  have  stated  over  and  over  again, 
and  I  take  leave  to  repeat  it  again,  that  the  ac- 
counts published  by  the  Government  of  this 
colony  are  clear  and  intelligible.  There  is  nothing 
kept  back  in  them.  There  is  nothinff  charged  to 
one  year  that  should  have  been  charged  to  another, 
but  everything  has  been  stated  in  a  clear  and  can- 
did way.  The  Financial  Statement  of  the  Trea- 
surer, and  the  published  accounts,  have  no  doubt 
been  before  the  writer  of  the  money  article  in  the 
TimeSy  and  upon  them  his  statements  are  founded. 
He  is  a  man  as  well  able  as  any  honorable  mem- 
ber of  this  House  to  draw  proper  oondusions  from 
them.  Something  has  been  said  on  several  occa- 
sions about  the  Mlvisability  of  imporin^  a  pro- 
perty and  income  tax ;  that  is  a  question  upon 
which  very  widely  different  opinions  are  enter- 
tained. We  all  recognize  that,  if  there  is  one 
result  more  desirable  than  another  to  obtain, 
it  is  to  encourage  the  introduction  of  capital 
into  the  country,  but  nothing  could  have  a  more 
deterrent  effect  than  this  constant  cry  of  "  pro- 
perty, pKToperty,  property,"  and  the  necessity  for 
taxing  it.  I  do  not  think  due  weight  is  giyen 
to  the  effect  of  making  su<^  statements.  In  the 
Colonial  Treasurer's  statement  last  year,  promi- 
nence was  given  to  that  subject^  and  it  wae  fully 


discussed  in  all  its  bearings.  The  honorable 
gentleman  then  said  that,  if  it  was  shown  to  be 
necessary  that  this  fax  should  be  imposed,  it 
would  have  to  be  done.  I  would  point  out  now 
that  under  the  new  form  of  government  about  to 
be  introduced  it  can  be  done  to  a  very  large 
extent  indirectly.  Q-reat  power  is  given  to  the 
County  Councils  to  impose  taxation,  and  we  may 
feel  assured  that  ^  property,  property,"  will  not 
escape  when  left  in  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers. 
The  people  in  those  Councils  will  have  very  large 
powers  to  borrow  money  and  levy  rates. 

Mr.  SWANSON.  — And  receive  substantial 
endowments. 

.  Mr.  HUNTER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Newton  says  "receive  substantial  endowments." 
They  will  no  doubt  receive  substantial  endow- 
ments in  one  respect.  If  they  raise  the  money 
themselves,  they  will  receive  substantial  endow- 
ments in  proportion,  and  can  spend  it  on  the 
works  they  have  to  cany  out.  You  cannot  expect 
these  works  and  improvements  to  bo  carried  out 
unless  the  people  pay  for  them.  Take  the  expe- 
rience of  the  mother  country.  There  the  local 
taxation  almost  amounts  to  the  Imperial  expen- 
diture. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— About  half. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Caversham  says  half ;  but  I  think  I  could  show 
by  figures  that  the  one  almost  equals  the  other. 
However,  the  power  of  raising  money  in  this  way 
is  given  to  these  County  Councils,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  be  exercised  as  far  as  it  legitimately 
can  be.  I  have  no  desire  that  property  should  be 
unduly  protected.  It  has  its  responsibOities.  All 
I  ask  is,  that  there  should  be  a  tair  application  of 
taxation.  The  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Stevens)  made  a  very  excellent 
suggestion  last  night,  and  one  in  which  I  agree 
thoroughly — that  the  system  of  laying  by  a  sink- 
ing fund  should  be  abolished.  It  is  a  system 
exploded  in  all  modem  finance.  It  has  been  recog- 
nized for  many  years  past,  by  all  persons  who  know 
anything  of  filnance,  that  it  is  a  most  cumbrous  and 
useless  proceeding  to  be  borrowing  money,  and  at 
the  same  time  attempting  to  pay  off  the  debt. 
It  is  a  very  complex  system,  and  to  abolish  it 
would  be  attended  with  great  advantage.  I  do 
not  agree  with  what  the  honorable  member  for 
AnckUnd  City  East  said  on  the  subject.  It  is  a 
matter  which  must  be  dealt  with  by  thia  House, 
and  must  in  some  deeree  be  optional  with  the 
holders  of  bonds.  I  do  not,  however,  see  that 
they  would  be  prejudiced  in  any  way,  and  think 
the  chance  could  easily  be  made  palatable  to 
them,  while  the  country  would  be  relieved 
of  a  veiy  heavy  charge.  With  regard  to  the 
reductions  and  savings  which  have  been  dwelt 
upon  last  night  and  to-day,  I  think  we  must  take 
into  consideration,  in  any  course  we  may  adopt, 
the  fact  that  four  months  of  the  present  year 
have  already  passed,  and  that  there  cannot  be  any 
saving  in  regard  to  that  portion  of  the  year.  And 
then,  if  you  are  going  to  discharge  a  number  of 
the  CivU  servants,  you  must  ^le  them  at  least 
three  months'  notice.  That  is  as  little  as  th^ 
have  a  richt  to  expect.  I  know  that  a  clerk  in 
Any  meruiaat's  office  in  Wellington  would  think 
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himaclf  tctj  Iwdlj  used  if  he  did  not  get  that 
amount  of  notice.  So  that  seTen  or  eight  monthB 
of  the  preeent  financial  year  baTo  to  be  proyided 
lor  before  anj  redactions  can  be  made.  That  is  a 
matter  which  most  be  considered.  Then  there  is 
this  other  question,  which  must  not  be  lost  sight 
of :  That  a  mat  rerolution  in  the  goremment  of 
the  country  is  taking  place.  The  proTinoes  are  to 
be  abolished,  and  the  proTindal  eerrants  will 
hare  to  be  compensated,  or  discharged,  or  ab- 
sorbed in  the  C^eral  Goyemment  seryice.  It  is 
absolutelj  necessaiy  that  these  matters  sboald  be 
carefollj  looked  into  when  we  are  talking  of  re- 
trenchment. It  is  useless  for  honorable  gentlemen 
to  come  down  and  say  the  Government  must 
make  this  and  that  reduction.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Goyemment  to  do  it.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter which  wiU  haye  to  be  considered  yeiy  care- 
fully when  the  proyincial  departments  are  taken 
oyer.  That  will  be  a  yery  g^od  opportunity  for 
consolidating  the  •enrioes,  and  making  such 
arrangement  that  next  year  this  Goyemment, 
or  whateycr  Gh>yeroment  may  be  in  power,  will 
be  able  to  come  down  and  show  clearly  what 
is  the  entire  expense  to  the  country  of  the  whole 
of  the  (Goyemment  departments.  Then  we  shall 
really  be  able  to  see  our  position,  and  know 
whether  our  expenditure  is  Kept  within  our  in- 
come. With  regard  to  the  credit  of  the  colony, 
and  the  statements  that  we  should  not  go  on 
raising  loans,  I  said  the  other  night,  and  I  re- 
peat it  again,  that  as  long  as  we  can  show 
that  our  accounts  are  kept  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  at  psesent— as  long  as  they  are 
intelli^Ue  to  people  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
inyestigate  them — we  shall  be  able  to  |^t  all  the 
money  we  require.  In  the  money  article  of  the 
Timn  of  the  4th  August  Ust,  it  was  stated  that 
the  rate  of  discount  was  I  per  cent.,  and  that 
money  at  call  could  be  obtained  at  i  per  cent. 
Is  it  to  be  supposed  then  that  the  colony  can- 
not get  any  reasonable  amount  of  money  year 
by  ^ear  if  it  is  willing  to  pay  5  per  cent,  for  it  ? 
It  IB  to  me  unintelligible  that  any  one  could  hold 
such  an  opinion.  Something  has  been  said  abont 
the  new  loan,  and  in  fayour  of  raising  one  million 
instead  of  two  millions.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
think  that  it  would  haye  been  better  for  the  Go- 
yemment to  haye  taken  power  to  raise  two  mil- 
lions instead  of  one  million.  It  is  clear  from  the 
Financial  Statement  that  Goyemment  lean  upon 
the  £800,000  of  guaranteed  debentures :  that  is  to 
say,  that  ther  hold  them  in  such  a  way  that  they 
can  be  hypothecated  or  disposed  of  if  necessary. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  adrisable  that  there  should  be 
oyer  and  oyer  again  a  recurrence  to  that  sort  of 
thing.  I  think  it  is  better  we  should  directly  take 
up  sums  of  money  as  we  want  them,  and  keep 
these  debentures  as  a  reserve.  We  could  not 
get  adyances  on  the  £800,000  for  nothing,  and  if 
the  whole  amount  which  it  was  first  proposed 
to  raise  were  raised,  it  would  only  cost  some 
£100,000.  I  would  suggest  that  Ministers  should 
think  the  matter  oyer,  as  it  is  one  which  may 
come  under  consideration  again.  I  belieye  myself 
that  the  Goyemment  should  take  power  to  raise 
the  £2,000,000,  and  use  it  or  not  according  to  cir- 
cumstanees  and  the  state  of  the  money  market. 


I  will  follow  up  what  I  haye  said  about  the 
Customs  revenue  by  one  remark  :  that  presuming 
the  Customs  reyenue  for  the  following  three 
quarters  reaches  the  amount  for  the  last  quarter, 
and  that  is  the  ayerage  for  the  eight  preceding 
quarters,  it  will  then  show  a  surplus  of  something 
like  £5,000  oyer  the  amount  which  the  Premier 
has  taken  credit  for  in  his  statement. 

Mr.  WASON. — I  regard  the  resolutions  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Il^elson  City,  and  idso  the 
suggestions  of  seyeral  other  members,  as  of  a  most 
cowardly  nature.  I  quite  concur  that  the  House 
is  not  in  the  humour  to  make  reductions  of  a 
sweeping  sort  Why,  Sir,  the  honorable  member 
for  Akaroa,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Avon, 
who  talk  so  loudly  about  reductions,  would  be 
the  first  men,  if  any  reductions  were  proposed  in 
the  salaries  of  any  official,  to  say, "  Oh,  don't ; 
he's  got  a  wife  and  four  children,"  or  a  grand- 
mother, or  a  great  uncle,  or  something  of  that 
sort,  '*to  support."  Even  when  I  proposed  a 
reduction  in  the  vote  for  the  library,  in  which 
case  there  was  no  grandmother  and  no  great 
uncle  on  whose  behalf  to  exhibit  a  tender  care, 
those  ffentlemen  opposed  it.  I,  for  my  part, 
listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the  Supplementary 
Financial  Statement  delivered  by  the  Premier  the 
other  eyening,  a  statement  which  was  such  an 
immense  improvement  upon  the  weary  waste  of 
words  we  were  treated  to  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session.  I  listened  to  it  with  great  pleasure, 
because  it  placed  the  financial  position  of  the 
country  in  a  clear,  lucid,  and  straightforward 
manner,  and  I  shall  be  quite  satisfied  if  I,  as  one 
haying  a  considerable  personal  interest  in  the 
country,  and  as  representing  a  large  section  of 
the  community,  hear  nothing  more  detrimental 
urged  against  the  permanent  condition  of  the 
country  than  was  ureed  in  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  went  into  the  figures  in  a 
manner  that  did  him  credit,  and  argued 
them  out  in  a  way  that  seemed  perfectly  satis- 
factory to  himself  {  but  then  the  finances 
of  a  country  are  affected,  as  are  the  ap- 
pearances of  a  city  by  the  orbs  that  moye  aboye 
us,  by  the  view  you  take  of  them.  For  instance, 
if  an  outsider  were  to  come  to  Wellington  and  see 
the  sun  shininff,  the  sky  clear,  and  eyerything 
couleur  de  ro«e,  he  would  say,  ".What  a  beautifiu 
place ! "  But  let  him  come  here  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  when  there  is.  a  south-east  ^le 
blowing,  a  drixzly  rain,  and  the  stars  not  shimne, 
would  he  not  say,  "  Wliat  a  dirty,  murky  hole 
this  is ! "  I  do  not  like  our  financial  system  ;  I 
do  not  like  these  Treasuiy  bills ;  I  do  not  like  the 
idea  of  subsidizing  local  bodies  either  out  of  land 
reyenue  or  Consolidated  Revenue ;  but  I  want 
to  see  something  better  placed  before  me  before  I 
cry  down  the  system  we  have.  These  gloomy 
predictions  remind  me  of  an  occurrence  that  took 
place  at  the  first  dinner  I  attended  at  a  public 
school.  The  choice  of  joints  was  limited  to  a  leg 
of  boiled  mutton,  and  one  little  boy  cried  out,  in 
a  shrill  voioe,  *'I  don't  like  boiled  mutton." 
"Very  well,"  said  the  master;  "you  may  not 
like  boiled  mutton  now,  but  perhaps  you  will  like 
it  for  tea ;  and,  if  you  don*t  like  it  for  tea,  you 
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may  like  it  for  breakfast."  That  is  the  Tiew  I 
take  of  the  matter.  We  must  be  content  witli 
what  we  ba?e  got  until  we  can  get  something 
better.  I  will  not  bark  unless  I  intend  to 
bite.  For  that  reason  I  shall  not  expatiate  upon 
the  delinquencies  of  the  Government,  but  will 
look  upon  the  matter  from  a  more  rosy  point  of 
Tiew  than  other  honorable  members  hare  done. 
The  honorable  the  Premier,  contends  that  he  has 
a  surplus  of  £58,953  with  which  to  terminate 
the  year,  but  this  sum  will,  I  suppose,  bo  equa- 
lisea  by  the  supplementary  estimates  down  to 
zero.  Now  what  we  hare  to  deal  with  is  an 
estimated  deficiency  of  £67,113  upon  tlie  Land 
Fund.  I  arriTe  at  that  amount  by  deducting  the 
surpluses  of  the  wealthier  provinces,  amounting  to 
£89,480,  from  the  estimated  deficiencies  of  the 
insolvent  provinces,  amounting  to  £146,593,  leav- 
ing, as  I  said,  a  deficiency  of  £57, 1 18.  Tliat  is  a  fair 
way  to  look  at  it.  People  in  England  do  not  re- 
cognize the  petty  local  distinctions  we  maintain 
here.  They  simply  look  at  the  position  of  the 
whole  country  as  it  stands.  Now,  let  us  look  at 
the  position  of  the  colony  from  this  point  of  view. 
There  is,  it  is  said,  a  deficiency  of  £57,113  ;  but 
let  us  give  the  cards  another  shuffle.  Suppose 
the  Government  take  over  the  departmental  ex- 
penses, how  will  they  stand?  Let  us  deduct 
from  their  account  the  sums  proposed  to  be  given 
to  Municipalities  from  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
They  amount  to  £75,000,  and  adding  to  that  tlio 
£48,000  to  be  paid  to  the  Boad  Boards  from  tlic 
Land  Fund,  we  have  a  sum  of  £123,000  which  is 
fairly  chargeable  on  property,  for  it  is  to  be  spent 
for  the  improvement  of  property  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever.  Now,  if  we  deduct  from  that 
oum  the  estimated  deficiency  of  £57,113,  we  have 
a  clear  surplus  of  £65,887.  The  Premier  may, 
I  think,  fairly  count  upon  that  as  a  distinct 
surplus  with  irhich  to  commence  the  year ;  and 
I  wonder  if  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
would  dare,  even  if  he  were  Colonial  Treasurer, 
to  propose  an  income  tax  simply  for  the  im- 
provement of  property.  I  do  not  object  to  a 
property  or  income  tax  provided  it  is  raised  for 
the  purpose  of  doing  away  witli  some  direct 
taxation  ;  but  the  proposal  to  impose  a  property 
and  income  tax  while  a  considerable  amount  of 
income  is  being  expended  at  the  present  time 
is,  I  contend,  absolutely  preposterous.  I  do  not 
believe,  as  long  as  there  is  a  sinele  acre  of 
land  to  be  sold,  that  the  members  of  this  House 
will  submit  to  it.  Then  the  honorable  member 
for  Akaroa  went  out  of  his  way — ^I  do  not  know 
what  he  was  thinking  of  at  the  time — when  he 
had  the  audacity  to  compare  New  Zealand  to 
countries  like  Egypt  and  Turkey.  Why,  Sir,  this 
is  a  country  which  has  the  finest  climate  in  the 
world ;  a  country  which  has  gold  fields,  wheat 
lands,  and  natural  productions  in  abundance ; 
a  country  which  grows  wool  second  to  none  in 
the  world  ;  and  yet  the  honorable  member  dares 
to  compare  it  to  countries  such  as  Egypt  and 

Turkey — downtrodden  countries  which 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— If  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  allow  me,  I  will  set  honorable 
members  right  as  to  what  I  said.  He  clearly 
misunderstands  me,  or  wishes  to  misrepresent  me. 


I  said  that  our  lack  of  accumulated  savings 
placed  U9  in  an  analogous  position  ;  and  I  carried 
the  comparison  further  by  comparing  this  country 
to  France,  which  had  accumulated  savings.  It 
was  solely  that  point — the  accumulated  savings — 
upon  which  the  comparison  was  founded.  I 
took  care  to  say,  and  I  said  it  after  much  thought, 
that  I  had  no  fear  as  to  the  future  of  this 
country — that  its  resources  and  the  energy  of  ita 
people  would  carry  it  through.  When  I  spoke  of 
the  results  that  followed  the  want  of  accumu- 
lated savings  I  spoke  of  three  countries — Egypt, 
Turkey,  and  Spain. 

Mr.  WASON. — I  was  certainly  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  honorable  gentleman  compared 
New  Zealand  with  Turkey  and  Spain.  I  am  not 
80  sure  about  Spain,  but  I  am  sure  the  impression 
left  upon  the  minds  of  honorable  members  was 
that  a  distinct  comparison  was  made — a  sort  of 
comparison  that  is  often  made  by  members  in 
this  House  and  generally  throughout  the  country 
—with  Turkey  and  Egypt.  Why,  Sir,  I  would 
like  to  know  when  Turkey  ever  borrowed  one 
cent  to  be  spent  in  reproductive  works  ?  Never. 
All  the  money  they  ever  borrowed  went  to  main- 
tain harems,  building  ironclads,  and  raising 
armies. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— What  about  the  Suez 
Canal? 

Mr.  WASON.— The  Suez  Canal  was  con- 
structed  by  the  French  and  English ;  but,  for  that 
matter,  I  would  as  soon  see  New  Zealand  com- 
pared to  Egypt  as  to  France.  The  honorable 
gentleman  alluded  to  the  hoardings — I  think  that 
was  the  term  he  used — and  said  that  the  indem- 
nity incurred  by  the  invasion  of  the  Germans  into 
France  was  paid  entirely  out  of  the  hoardings  or 
the  savings  of  the  people.  That  statement,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  so,  is  at  variance  with 
every  fact.  The  loans  necessary  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war  and  the  indemnity  payment 
were  raised  by  France  in  every  market  in  the 
world.  I  have  been  at  the  trouble  to  ascertain 
what  taxes  were  imposed  upon  the  French  people 
during  the  war,  and  I  find  that  upon  alcohol  the 
duty  was  raised  from  90  francs  to  150  francs  per 
hectolitre^  the  duty  upon  strong  beer  was  raised 
to  3  francs  60  centimes  per  hectolitre,  and  the 
duty  on  small  beer  was  doubled.  An  annual  tax 
of  60  francs  was  placed  upon  billiard  tables.  The 
duty  on  cofiee  was  raised  from  1  to  1^  francs  per 
kilogramme ;  60  centimes  was  placed  upon  every 
pack  of  cards  ;  and  upon  every  subscription  pay- 
able to  any  club  or  society  a  tax  was  levied  equal 
to  one-fifth  of  the  subscription.  Many  other  fresh 
duties  and  taxes  were  imposed  and  levied,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  interest  upon  the 
enormous  loan  which  had  been  raised,  I  say,  in 
every  money  market  in  the  world.  Now,  I  want 
to  know  how  the  honorable  gentleman  can 
possibly  say  that  the  indemnity  paid  by  France 
was  raised  bv  private  subscription  amonest  the 
people.  Such  a  statement  is  absolutely  and 
entirely  at  variance  with  fact.  The  money 
was  raised  by  taxation,  as  those  figures  will 
show,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  will  only 
take  the  trouble  to  look  at  them.  I,  for  m^  part, 
do  not  see  the  slightest  necessity  for  alarm  in  any 
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w»j  whaterer.  Ifc  ii  perfectly  true  that  the  price 
of  wool  it  lower  than  it  has  been  for  some  few 
▼eara  past,  bnt  it  has  been  lower  than  it  is  now. 
Bat  besides  wool,  we  hare  a  large  grain  export. 
We  are  more  dependent  upon  our  grain  now  than 
upon  our  wool ;  and  a  large  fall  in  the  price  of 
grain  would  tend  more  to  create  depression  in  this 
oooatiy  than  a  hcATj  fall  in  wooL  What  was  the 
■tate  c«  affairs  before  grain  became  a  large  export  ? 
Tou  oould  buy  land  anywhere  for  a  mere  song ; 
bat  now  you  cannot  bay  it  under  £7  or  £8  per 
acre.  And  look  at  oor  gold  fields.  Look  at  the 
Komara  ruyh.  The  gold  fields  genentUy  are  in  a 
healthy  condition,  and  this  one  rush  will  tend 
peatly  to  increase  trade.  Therefore  I  say  this 
le  no  time  to  look  at  the  dark  side  of  the  picture, 
and  absolutely  ignore  the  bright  side.  >What 
sorprises  me  more  than  anything  else  is,  that 
daring  all  the  financial  discassions  we  have  had 
thia  session,  all  the  rows,  if  I  may  use  the  term, 
have  been  created  by  honorable  members  repre- 
senting thoee  localities  which  hare  absolutely 
nothing  to  lose,  but  everything  to  gain,  from  the 
pnmosab  of  the  GoTcmment.  They  have  made 
sacn  a  row,  indeed,  that  I  am  reminded  of  Lover's 
story  of  *'  Handv  Andy/'  who  dressed  himself  up 
in  a  woman's  dothes,  and,  being  assailed  rather 
rudely  by  a  rongh  boor,  kicked  up  a  great  row 
about  his  virtue.  That  is  the  position  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  Gk>remment, 
who  have  nothing  to  lose  and  everything  to  gain. 
They  try  to  obstruct  the  Government  in  every 
way  in  their  power. 

Mr.  D£  LAUTOUR.— I  did  not  intend  to 
speak  upon  this  question ;  but  one  or  two  re- 
marks the  honorable  member  for  Coleridge  has 
jost  made  sunested  to  me  that  it  might  be  well  to 
remind  the  House  to  what  cause  the  present 
condition  of  E^pt  was  attributable.  I  will  read 
a  short  extract  irom  a  speech  of  a  gentleman  who 
was  in  a  position  to  know  what  I  think  will  bo  of 
interest  to  the  Hoose.  Mr.  Gave,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  stated  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
financial  condition  of  Eeypt,  and,  I  think,  some 
of  them  existed  under  a  mte  reign  in  this  country, 
and  they  have  not  altogether  disappeared  yet. 
Alter  remarking  that  the  Khedive  of  Egypt  was 
a  most  intelligent  ruler,  and  the  resources  of 
Egypt  very  great,  Mr.  Cave  said, — 

"  He  is  however  obliged  to  work  with  the  in- 
struments which  custom  and  tradition  liavo 
handed  down  to  him  ;  to  employ  ofBcials  whom 
be  cannot  trust,  and  whose  object  is  to  enrich 
themselves  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  so  to  insure 
against  their  uncertain  tenure  of  office.  Con- 
sequently he  endeavours,  as  many  others  have 
done,  to  manage  everything  himself,  whioh  rulers 
of  far  greater  bodily  activity  would  entirely  fail 
to  do ;  and,  though  his  knowledge  of  detail  is  ex- 
tfaordinarr,  it  is  difficult  for  him  to  see  what  it  is 
everybody  B  interest  to  conceal.  At  the  same 
time  he  is  too  prone  to  throw  himself  into  the 
arms  of  hardly  more  disinterested  foreign  ad- 
visers, who  press  upon  him  schemes  of  various 
kinds,  some  good,  some  crude  and  ill-considered, 
bat  most  involving  heavy  expenditure,  an  undue 
proportion  of  which  goes  into  the  pockets  of  those 
advuars  who  are  ofton  identical  with,  or  closely 
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allied  to,  the  contractors  who  carry  out  the  works, 
and  the  financiers  who  find  the  means.  Loans 
at  ruinous  rates ;  bonds  renewed  on  terms  still 
more  ruinous ;  supplementary  contracts,  in  which, 
for  obvious  reasons,  the  Khedive  is  as  much  at 
the  mercy  of  the  contractor  as  the  English  Post 
Office  used  to  be  in  respect  of  the  great  steam* 
ship  companies  when  contracts  were  to  be  re- 
newed — all  these  have  eaten  out  the  resources 
of  the  country.  The  Khedive  is  of  a  sanguine 
disposition,  easily  impressed  with  new  ideas, 
wliich  uncontrolled  power  and  impatience  of  re- 
straint lead  him  to  realise  without  proper  de- 
liberation. Those  around  him  are  afraid  to  tell 
him  the  truth.  It  is  most  rare  for  him  to  find  his 
ideas  combated  or  corrected." 

1  think  that  even  from  Egypt,  the  much-des- 
pised Egypt,  we  might  learn  a  ^lesson  in  this 
House.  While  I  have  the  attention  of  the  House 
I  would  like  to  congratulate  honorable  members 
on  the  happy  peric^  having  arrived  when  the 
financial  debate  has  culminated.  It  has  been  per- 
fectly piteous  to  behold  the  wrapt  countenances 
of  honorable  members  who  have  been  brooding 
over  this  debate  for  the  last  four  months,  and 
have  now  brought  it  to  a  birth.  We  have  it  be- 
fore us,  and  what  is  it  ?  We  are  told  we  heard 
^reat  facts  and  truths  from  the  honorable  member 
for  Akaroa,  and  I  am  sure  that  when  we  have  had 
time  to  consider  those  facts  and  figures  we  shall 
thank  him.  But  these  are  before  us  in  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  GK>vemment.  I  think  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchnrch  (Mr.  Stevens) 
threw  out  an  idea  by  whioh  we  might  get  a  sort 
of  bastard  stock,  and  that,  I  think,  was  the  only 
original  idea  thrown  out  in  this  debate,  wliich  I, 
at  any  rate,  had  the  ability  to  discern.  What 
the  value  of  the  idea  may  be  I  am  unable  to 
say,  but  I  think  if  we  were  to  issue  stock  at 
5  per  cent,  it  would  not  be  saleable  at  all  in  the 
colony  at  anything  near  par.  The  honorable 
member  for  Christcnuroh  dissents.  I  do  not  wish 
to  discuss  the  matter  with  him,  because  I  have 
not  the  ability  to  do  so,  and  I  was  merely  allud- 
in|[  to  the  fact  thst  this  seemed  to  be  the  only 
original  idea  we  had  been  favoured  with.  G^ 
course  I  would  not  undervalue  the  exhaustive 
speech  delivered  by  the  Commissioner  of  Customs, 
which  was  a  kind  of  third  financial  statement  of 
the  Government,  and  has  been  promised  to  be 
circulated  amongst  us,  but  I  have  not  been  able 
to  get  a  copy  yet.  No  doubt  as  far  as  the  figures 
went  it  was  accurate  and  comprehensive,  but  it 
did  not  at  all  set  aside  the  fact  that  the  elec- 
tors of  Otago  were  tempted  last  year  with  the 
statement  that  under  abolition  £160,000  would 
bo  available  for  roads  and  works  in  that 
province.  The  statement  of  the  Government 
that  this  was  based  upon  a  provincial  esti- 
mate does  not  excuse  them  for  adopting  it, 
for  they  ought  to  have  looked  into  it  and  seen 
whether  it  was  justifiable.  The  fact  remains  that 
Otago  was  tempted  with  a  promise  of  £150,000, 
as  the  result  of  abolition,  for  roads  and  works, 
and  instead  of  that  being  the  case,  the  statement 
before  the  House  shows  that  £1,200  will  be  avail- 
able for  six  months.  I  hold  that  at  the  end  of 
twelve  months,  instead  of  thera  being  £2,400  to 
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credit,  there  will  be  a  debit  of  £20,000.  Any- 
body who  ii  at  all  aware  of  the  present 
state  of  the  land  sales  in  Otago,  and  of  the 
great  amount  of  land  locked  up  in  leases  and 
not  bringing  in  much  rent,  must  know  that  the 
estimate  for  land  reyenno  for  the  next  tweWe 
months  is  fully  £20,000  in  excess  of  what  the  re- 
sult will  proTc  to  be.  If  the  Gbyemment  con- 
gratulate themselres  that  any  deficiency  will  be 
made  up  by  the  increased  price  going  to  be  put 
upon  the  land,  I  can  assure  them  Ihev  are  making 
a  great  mistake.  The  increase  in  the  price  will 
stop  the  sale  of  land,  and  will  not  increase  the 
proceeds  by  a  single  halfpenny.  The  settlers  in 
the  interior  of  Otago,  without  railways  and  decent 
roads,  are  struggling  with  difficulties  that  arc 
almost  OTcrwhelming  at  the  present  price  of  land, 
and  they  cannot  pay  an  extra  price  of  25 
per  cent.  Tlie  effect  of  the  Government  pro- 
posals, if  carried  will  be  to  reduce  the  land  reve- 
nue of  the  province  by  a  very  material  amount, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  at  the  end  of  the 
half-year,  instead  of  there  being  a  surplus  of 
£1,200,  there  will  be  a  debit  of  £10,000.  I  did 
not  intend  to  address  the  House  upon  the  ques- 
tion, for  we  have  had  an  exhaustive  debate,  and 
I  am  not  at  all  able  to  cope  with  it. 

Mr.  GIBBS. — 'In  seconding  the  resolution  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City,  I  do  so 
in  all  sincerity  and  without  any  regard  to  what 
the  Government  might  think  of  it,  and  with  the 
feeling  that  attempts  to  make  reductions  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  are,  as  far  as  my  experience 
teaches  me,  very  seldom  successful.  I  beUeve  the 
duty  of  making  reductions  can  be  better  per- 
formed by  the  Government  than  by  the  Com- 
mittee; but  I  have  no  idea  of  giving  up  the 
privilege  which  I,  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
hold,  and  which  I  am  prepared  to  act  upon  by 
supporting  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
in  any  reductions  he  may  propose  which  I  think 
will  be  expedient.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  sup- 
port some  reductions  in  these  estimates ;  and  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  will  find  me 
supporting  him  in  any  reductions  which  I  think 
are  reasonable  and  for  the  good  of  the  countxy. 
The  fact  of  these  resolutions  passing  will  not  pre- 
vent— and  I  do  not  think  are  intended  to  prevent 
— the  Committee  from  considering  reductions  in 
items.  I  simply  rose  to  explain  that  seconding 
the  resolutions  will  not  in  any  way  prevent  me 
from  supporting  any  proposed  reduction  that  may 
be  submitted  in  Committee. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— We  have  heard  a  very  able 
sporch  from  the  honorable  member  for  Coleridge, 
delivered  in  his  best  style.  He  commenced  by 
telling  us  that  he  looked  upon  the  resolution  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  and  tlie  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  as  cowardly.  I  understood  him  by 
that  to  mean  that  this  House  was  not  in  earnest 
in  its  desire  to  retrench  ;  and  that  sentiment  was 
given  expression  to  this  afternoon  upon  two  or 
three  occasions,  so  that  in  this  respect  the  honor- 
able member  is  not  original.  What  does  it  mean  ? 
It  simply  means  this — and  it  is  most  cowardly  to 
insinuate  things  without  coming  straight  out  with 
them — that  because  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  this 


House  considered  that  the  honorarium  they  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  was  not  sufficient, 
therefore  they  were  not  in  earnest  in  regard  to 
retrenchment. 

Mr.  WASON.— I  was  not  alluding  to  the  hono- 
rarium in  any  way  whatever.  It  was  not  before 
my  mind. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— I  accept  the  honorable 
gentleman's  remark;  but  that  will  not  prevent 
me  going  on  with  the  observations  I  intended  to 
make,  bpcause  that  statement  has  been  repeated 
over  and  over  again.  Just  suppose  that  thia 
House  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  anv- 
ibing  at  all,  and  that  the  members  had  thought 
it  was  desirable  they  should  receive  something, 
and  had  taken  steps  to  'get,  say  £60  each  put 
upon  the  estimates,  the  very  same  charge  would 
have  been  made.  It  is  altogether  wrong  and  un- 
worthy of  members  of  this  House,  some  of  whom 
may  happen  to  have  very  long  purses  and  can 
come  here  and  serve  the  country  gratuitously,  to  be 
always  insinuating  such  things.  Then  the  honor- 
able member  for  Coleridge  referred  to  my  honor- 
able friend  the  member  for  Akaroa.  He  seemed 
to  have  a  set  speech  made  up,  for  he  rushed  head- 
long, as  it  were,  at  that  honorable  member.  I  was 
sitting  beside  my  honorable  friend  yesterday  when 
he  spoke.  Certainly  his  figures  were  not  very  in- 
teresting, and  at  times  the  House  was  very  thin 
indeed,  but  I  did  not  see  anything  wrong  in  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member,  and  he  did  not 
appear  to  me  to  take  such  an  extremely  gloomy 
view  of  the  country.  He  seemed  to  me  to  bring 
out  nothing  new.  The  facts  and  figures  he  gave 
have  been  before  the  House  for  the  last  four 
months.  The  honorable  member  for  Coleridge 
would  make  us  believe  that  there  was  nothing 
wrong:  that  wool  might  perhaps  be  a  little 
down,  but  that  we  have  grain  to  fall  back  upon. 
At  the  same  time  I  noticed  that  he  divided  the 
provinces  of  New  Zealand  in  a  very  remarkable 
way — into  solvent  and  insolvent.  That  is  not 
a  very  nice  remark  to  so  abroad,  and  if  the 
honorable  member  wished  to  convey  an  idea  as 
to  the  excellence  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
country,  he  should  not  have  spoken  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  New  Zealand  as  solvent  and  insolvent. 
The  honorable  gentlemen  then  £avoured  us  with 
his  views  in  regard  to  a  property  and  income  tax. 
He  told  us  that  we  must  not  have  such  a  tax,  and 
that  there  never  would  be  such  a  tax  until  every 
acre  of  land  had  been  sold.  I  daresay  the  honor- 
able member  was  right.  I  believe  that  the  large 
landowners  would  be  very  unwilling  to  agree  to  a 
property  and  income  tax  as  long  as  there  is  any  land 
to  be  sold.  I  may  say  I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  re- 
mark made  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  because 
it  shows  that  an  endeavour  wSl  be  made  to  sell 
the  lands  of  the  country,  which  will  pass  away 
without  any  population  being  settled  upon  them, 
into  the  hands  of  large  capitalists.  We  were 
treated  to  a  dissertation  on  the  three  countries 
of  Spain,  Egypt,  and  Turkey.  I  think  the  al- 
lusion of  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  to 
these  countries  was  perhaps  not  so  very  happy. 
But,  in  what  respect  did  he  compare  this 
country  to  Egypt  and  Turkey?  The  compari- 
son was  quite  correct     It  was  this:   that  in 
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these  oounlriec,  u  in  ours,  there  is  no  ao- 
oumnlsted  capital.  That  is  quite  true.  Where 
do  we  go  td  get  our  loans  negotiated  ?  Do  we 
not  go  to  the  Uome  country  ?  It  is  there  we  go 
for  our  money.  It  is  quite  true  that  then  is  no 
aoeamulated  capital  in  this  country,  and  the  re- 
mark is  true  as  regards  Egypt,  Turkey,  and  Spain. 
Then  with  regard  to  France.  The  opinion  with 
regard  to  France  is  that  there  is  any  amount 
of  money  there, — ^that  the  people  are  extremely 
frugiil  and  industrious.  The  system  that  pro- 
Tails  in  France  is  a  system  of  small  holdings 
cultiTated  by  the  owners  of  these  holdings.  For 
centuries  the  French  people  have  been  hoarding 
np  money.  Ererybody  knows  that.  During  the 
three  years  ending  1873,  £171,000,000  was  raised 
in  France  by  taxation,  and  £200,000,000  was 
borrowed.  Now,  could  the  former  amount  of 
money  have  been  raised  exoept  the  people  were 
extremely  industrious,  and  had  aooumulated  a 
large  amount  of  savings  ?  I  cannot  see  yery  well 
the  bearing  of  these  remarks  on  the  question 
before  the  House;  at  the  same  time,  as  these 
matters  haye  been  alluded  to,  it  is  only  fiur 
that  members  should  reply  to  them.  Now,  to 
eome  to  the  real  question  before  the  Committee. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  this :  whether  the  estimates 
are  to  pass  yery  much  as  th^  are,  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  meantime  giving  their  assurance  that 
during  the  recess  they  will  (||0  over  these  estimates 
and  endeavour  to  reorganize  the  Civil  Service 
and  rednoe  the  expenditure,  or  whether  we  shall 
take  action  this  session  with  the  view  of  reducing 
the  estimates.  That  seems  to  be  the  question 
before  the  House.  The  honorable  member  for 
Nelson  Ci^  says  this :  "  Well,  I  have  thorough 
oonfidence  in  the  Government ;  I  know  that  they 
will  do  what  is  right ;  I  know  that  the  moment 
our  backs  are  turned  tiiey  will  retire  to  their 
rooms,  and  go  very  carefully  over  these  esti- 
mates :  they  will  consider  the  items  that  may  be 
reduced,  and  they  will  come  forward  next  session 
and  show  that  large  reductions  can  be  effected. 
Therefore  I  for  one  am  willing  that  the  estimates 
should  pass  this  session  very  much  as  they  are." 

llr.  SHABP.^No. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— I  am  gUd  to  hear  the 
honorable  member  say  "  No,"  because  that  is  the 
way  I  understood  him.  What  does  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  say  ?  He  says  we  should 
begin  now ;  we  should  endeavour  to  do  what  we 
can  this  session  in  regard  to  reducing  the  public 
expenditure.  The  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chafaners  proceeded  to  indicate  the  direction  in 
whiefa  he  thought  that  retrenchment  might  go 
even  this  session,  so  that  I  was  a  little  astonished 
to  hear  him  say  that  he  intended  supporting  the 
resolutions  of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson 
City.  The  honorable  member  proceeded  to  show 
bow  retrsnohment  oould  be  effected.  He  said  we 
could  reduce  the  number  of  ports  of  entry.  I 
put  it  to  the  honorable  gentleman  whether  that 
could  not  be  done  this  session  as  well  as  next 
session.  He  then  directed  attention  to  certain 
subsidies  to  steamers  on  the  West  Coast  and 
steamers  on  the  East  Coast  Could  he  not  take 
action  this  session  to  reduce  those  subsidies  or 
to  set  them  aside  altogether  P    I  think  it  would 


be  as  easy  to  do  so  this  session  as  next  session. 
Suppose  we  took  action  next  session,  three  or 
four  months'  notice  would  require  to  be  given, 
aud  such  notice  can  be  given  as  well  this 
session  as  next  session.  Then,  again,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  said  that  there  were  too  many 
Native  Magistrates  in  the  different  districts.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  know  very  much  on  this  matter, 
but  I  take  it,  on  the  authority  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  that  there  are  too  many  Native  Magis- 
trates. Surely  it  is  as  easy  to  clip  the  wings  of 
those  Native  Magistrates  this  session  as  it  will  be 
during  next  session.  Then  there  arc  the  Volun- 
teers. Why  not  strike  that  expenditure  off 
this  session  P  I  bolievo  that  the  item  for  the 
library  is  already  struck  out.  Then,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Forests  Department,  I  believe  tlie 
Legislative  Council  have  thrown  out  the  Bill  i  but 
I  hope  the  £10,000  will  not  be  spent  in  the  way 
proposed,  as  it  might  as  well  be  thrown  into  the 
sea.  I  think  the  Government  should  take  back 
these  estimates  and  go  over  them  carefully,  and 
then  indicate  to  the  House  the  items  in  which 
they  consider  reductions  might  be  made.  I 
know  quite  well,  from  the  experience  I  have  had 
in  legislative  matters,  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  get  items  reduced  or  struck  off  the  esti- 
mates as  brought  down,  so  that  if  the  Qovem- 
ment  take  back  these  estimates,  we  may  reasonably 
expect  that,  if  reduced,  they  would  be  passed  by 
the  House,  and  in  this  way  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion might  be  effected.  I  have  given  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers,  credit  for  what  he  has 
done,  and  I  am  now  going  to  give  the  Government 
some  credit.  I  believe  that  there  is  no  person 
who  has  not  some  redeeming  point  about  him. 
Now,  I  sometimes  speak  pretty  hard  against  the 
Government,  but  when  I  say  hard  things  against 
the  Ghovemment,  I  belike  what  I  say,  or  I 
should  not  say  them.  I  believe  the  Government 
are  sincere  in  the  desire  to  reduce  the  estimates, 
to  some  extent  at  all  events  ;  but  it  is  a  matter 
to  them  of  extreme  difficulty.  The  Govern- 
ment are  brought  very  much  in  contact  with 
the  Civil  servants.  Look  at  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  this  session  in  respect  to  the  Civil 
servants.  The  proper  place  for  the  Government 
to  sit  would  be  in  the  centre  of  this  Chamber. 
They  sit  at  a  comer  of  the  Chamber,  and  there 
happens  to  be  a  door  where  they  sit,  and  the 
Civu  servants  are  continually  coming  in,  and  the 
more  important  the  question  before  the  House 
the  greater  the  number  of  Civil  servants  at  the 
back  of  the  Government  benches ;  and  what  are 
these  Ciril  servants  doing  when  they  are  there  P 
We  see  them  continually  whispering  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government.  If  any  matter  happens 
to  be  before  the  House  of  which  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Customs  has  charge,  then  there  is  a 
gentleman  behind  him  telling  him  what  to  say  as 
it  were,  and  how  to  answer  the  various  questions 
that  may  be  brought  up  in  the  House.  Then, 
again,  take  the  Minister  of  Justice.  If  there  is  a 
question  before  the  House  especially  belonging 
to  his  department,  we  find  one  or  two  gentlemen 
at  his  back  whispering  to  him,  taking  notes,  and 
giring  him  information  as  to  what  should  be  said, 
and  what  information  should  be  brought  .before 
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ih«  Hoofle  to  contndiet  the  ■tatemenis  which 
faa?e  been  made.  And  the  same  remark  applies 
to  the  Premier.  When  he  has  charge  of  any 
matter,  tliere  are  one  or  two  gentlemen  behind 
him  whispering  to  him,  and  telling  him  what  to 
■ay,  so  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Gk>Temment  are  under,  I  may  wr, 
Tery  great  obligations  to  the  Ciyil  Serrioe.  We 
all  know  that  the  Civil  servants  have  very  great 
power  in  this  House.  They  have  influenoe  with 
many  members  of  the  House,  either  of  themselves 
or  through  their  friends,  so  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
Tery  great  difficulty  to  reduce  their  salaries.  We 
all  know  that  when  we  are  under  obligations  to 
any  person,  we  are,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  ac- 
tnatcd  by  kindly  feelings  towards  that  person. 
GDake,  for  instance,  the  ease  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  present  Agent-Gkneral.  It  is  said 
that  the  Government  are  under  very  great 
obligations  to  that  gentleman  with  regard  to 
many  matters  that  have  oome  before  the  House. 
If  we  put  all  these  things  together,  it  must  be 
Teij  evident  that  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great 
difficulty  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  retrench- 
ing the  cost  of  the  Civil  service.  I  think  one 
way  of  getting  over  the  difficulty  of  all  this 
prompting  which  goes  on,  and  which  is  so  great 
an  annoyance  to  the  House,  would  be  for  the 
Government  not  to  sit  so  near  the  door.  It 
would  be  a  very  great  improvement  if  they 
would  oome  to  the  middle  of  the  House  and 
■it,  say,  where  the  mace  is  now  placed.  They 
would  not  then  be  under  so  many  obligations  as 
they  are  now  under  to  the  Civil  servants  for  infor- 
mation on  all  subjects,  and  we  could  hear  them 
better  when  conducting  the  business  of  the  House. 
It  is  really  a  matter  of  very  great  difficulty  at 
present  to  understand  what  those  honorable 
gentlemen  say,  some  ^  them  speak  in  so  low  a 
tone  of  voice.  And  then,  in  nigard  to  under- 
■tandinff  the  figures  they  quote.  We  had  a  speech 
last  nigut  from  the  Commissioner  of  Customs, 
who  gave  us  a  great  array  of  figures,  which  he 
■aid  had  reference  to  the  Province  of  Otago ; 
but,  I  think,  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  any 
honorable  member  to  say  what  was  the  nature 
of  those  figures.  We  are  now  speaking  about 
retrenchment;  but  there  is  one  little  matter 
which  would  not  cost  much,  and  which  would  be 
a  great  assistance  in  enabling  members  to  under- 
stand figures  given  in  that  way.  We  might 
invest  in  a  black  board,  and  then  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Customs,  instead  of  pronounoing  in  an 
inaudible  voice  certain  fioures  with  regard  to 
Otago,  could  take  a  piece  of  chalk  and  write  them 
down  on  the  board ;  we  might  have  some  chance 
of  understanding  them.  Then  again,  it  has  been 
said  that  we  are  not  in  earnest  in  regard  to  the 
■ubjeot  of  retrenchment.  But  I  say  that  many 
honorable  members  have  brought  under  the  no- 
tice of  the  Government  in  years  past  the  desira- 
bility of  keeping  down  the  number  of  officers.  It 
has  been  pomtM  out  to  the  Government  that  the 
day  wonlol  oome  when  it  would  be  necessary  to 
dismiss  many  of  the  Civil  servants.  There  are 
many  members  in  this  House  who  have  had  expe- 
rience of  Provincial  Councils,  and  who  know  that 
Provincial  Councils  have  had  to  zetrenoh  more 


or  less,  and  that  retrenchment  is  a  very  difficult 
thing  to  carry  out.  We  are  just  commencing  it 
this  jear,  and  I  think  we  cannot  commence  it  one 
dav  too  soon.  Bnt,  Sir,  it  will  not  end  here ;  it 
will  not  end  this  year ;  it  will  not  end  next  year. 
The  process  must  be  a  gradual  one,  and  we  may 
expect  for  years — I  may  say  for  many  years — 
petitions  coming  up  to  this  House  bearing  on  the 
injustice  and  the  apparent  injustice  that  haa 
been  inflicted  upon  members  of  the  Civil  Service 
in  consequence  of  their  having  been  dismissed,  or 
of  their  salaries  having  been  unduly  reduced.  I 
do  not  think,  therefore,  that  it  can  be  said  vrith 
any  degree  of  truth  that  this  House,  as  a  whole, 
is  not  in  &vour  of  reduction.  We  have  also  had 
references  to  the  present  financial  condition  of 
the  colony.  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  that 
subject  at  alL  I  am  not  going  into  any  critical 
address  regarding  the  finances  of  the  colony. 
That  is  a  very  difficult  matter  indeed,  and  one 
has  really  very  little  heart  in  trying  to  make 
himself  acquainted  with  the  financial  condition 
of  the  colony,  because  the  figures  that  are  pre* 
sented  to  us  are  for  ever  changing,  and  what  we 
are  told  is  the  truth  at  one  time  turns  out  to  be — 
I  was  going  to  say  falsehood,  but  I  wiU  not  say 
that,  but  fallacious,  on  another  occasion.  Last 
year  a  paper  was  cireulated  in  this  House  showing 
that  the  provinces  were  going  to  be  a  great  deid 
better  off  under  abolition  than  they  were  under 
the  old  provincial  form  of  government.  I  have 
not  taken  the  trouble  to  turn  that  paper  up  in 
Hansard  and  the  Blue  Books,  but  I  know  it 
was  stated  that  Otago  would  be  many  thousand 
pounds  better  off  under  the  new  mtem  than 
under  the  old.  But  what  do  we  find  this  year  P 
We  have  had  another  Financial  Statement,  and  I 
should  like  to  know  why  the  great  expectations 
which  were  held  out  to  Ota^  and  the  other 
provinces,  that  they  were  to  be  so  much  better 
off,  have  not  been  fulfilled  P 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  they  have. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— I  hold  in  my  hand  the  Fi- 
nancial Statement  delivered  a  few  evenings  ago. 
Perhaps  the  honorable  gentleman  has  not  seen  it. 
I  will  refer  him  to  page  7  of  that  document,  on 
which  appears  a  table  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
the  great  Province  of  Otaoo  will  have,  fi^r  six 
months,  out  of  the  whole  of  her  land  revenue,  a 
sum  of  £1,244  5s.  7d.  That  is  the  whole  of  the 
money  available  out  of  her  Umd  revenue  for  six 
months. 

M^or  ATKINSON.— She  would  not  haye  had 
one  halfpenny  if  she  had  remained  a  province. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— That  is  a  mere  matter  ^of 
opinion,  and  my  opinion  is  the  very  opposite. 
My  opinion  is,  that  if  Otaeo  was  allowed  to  go  on 
as  in  the  past,  she  would  have  a  great  dwl  of 
money  to  expend.  We  are  told  that  the  counties 
are  to  have  the  expenditure  of  the  money.  No 
doubt  they  are ;  but  does  any  one  think  that  the 
coimties  will  tax  themselves  except  for  works  in 
which  the  taxpayers  in  those  counties  are  specially 
interested  P  The  moneys  which  the  counties  raise 
will  be  chiefly  required  for  the  maintenance  of 
roads  and  bridges,  and  all  that  the  great  Province 
of  Otago  is  to  have  for  half  a  year  to  open  up  the 
oomitry  for  settlement  is  the  princely  sum  of 
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£1,244  5i.  7d.  When  the  hononble  gentlemen 
on  those  benches  make  statements  they  say,  **  We 
will  speak  in  round  numbers ;  we  will  drop  the 
diilUngs  and  pence,  but  the  correct  figures  will 
appear  in  Sausard.  I  do  not  drop  this  5s.  7d., 
lor  it  would  appear  that  the  shillings  and  pence 
are  now  to  be  of  ^reat  use.  £1,244  6s.  7d.  is  all 
that  is  to  be  available  for  the  great  ProTince  of 
Otago  for  half  a  year  out  of  her  land  rerenue. 
I  wish  to  state  that  distinctly  in  the  House,  and 
I  hope  some  of  the  people  of  Otago  will  hear  of 
it,  and  know  that  the  whole  of  her  land  rerenue 
has  been  swamped  ezoept  £1,244  6b.  7d.  If  yon 
wish.  Sir,  to  know  what  will  be  available  for 
opening  up  the  country  for  settlement  in  the 
IVoTinoe  of  Otago  daring  the  year,  you  have 
just  to  multiply  that  sum  of  £1,244  Ss.  7d.  by 
two.  That  18  the  fruit  of  abolition.  If  there 
are  any  Centraliste  in  Otago  —  and'  I  belioTe 
there  are  very  few — I  think  their  eyes  will  be 
ODened  when  they  come  to  see  that  the  whole 
of  their  yearly  land  revenue  is  swallowed  up  ex- 
cept £1,244  5s.  7d.  multiplied  by  two.  I  am  not 
going  into  the  question  of  the  counties.  I  did 
not  qpeak  upon  the  County  Bill  when  it  was 
going  through  Committee.  But  I  have  my  own 
opinion  in  regard  to  this  counties  qaestion,  and 
that  oninion,  which  is  now  generally  shared  in 
thnraghout  the  country,  will  be  more  and  more 
entertained.  I  believe  the  whole  thing  is  an  ab- 
■nrdity — a  &roe ;  and  the  people  wiU  see  that  in 
ili  lull  force  by-and*by.  We  are  told  that  the 
eonnties  can  tax  themeelves  and  borrow  money ; 
hot  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  ratepavers 
have  not  a  groat  deal  of  money  in  their  pockets 
at  the  present  time.  Wool  and  grain,  as  has 
already  been  stated,  are  low  in  price;  and  we 
cannot  expect  people,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  to  tax  themselves  to  any  very  great  ex- 
tent. Of  oonrse,  the  Government  say  they  must 
tax  in  order  to  obtain  the  subsidy  of  £2  to  £1 ; 
hot  where  ii  the  £2  to  £1  to  come  from  ?  Nam- 
here  of  people  seem  to  think  it  will  drop  from 
the  moon,  or  come  from  some  other  mysterious 
source ;  but  they  wiU  of  oonrse  find  out  by-and-by 
that  the  £2  comes  out  of  the  same  pockets  as 
the  £1.  As  I  have  alrsady  said,  I  am  not  going 
to  make  a  critical  speech  j  but  I  must  congratu- 
late the  Government  on  baring  a  very  staunch 
•apporter  in  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson 
Oity.  We  have  been  accused  over  and  over  again 
of  wasting  the  time  of  the  House ;  but  I  should 
like  to  now  who  has  been  wasting  the  time  of 
the  House  during  the  last  few  days?  We  have 
come  to  the  House  on  several  occasions  lately 
with  the  express  olgect  of  getting  through  some 
partumlar  business,  and  it  has  been  intercepted 
just  in  the  way  the  business  has  been  intercepted 
this  afternoon.  We  came  here  expecting  the 
House  to  BO  into  Committee  of  Supply ;  but  in- 
stead of  that,  we  are  called  upon  to  discuss  a 
matter  which  has  occupied  a  whole  afternoon, 
and  may  yet  occupy  a  considerable  amount  of 
time.  The  Government  is  responsible  for  this, 
although  of  course  they  will  say,  "  Oh,  we  are 
not  responsible  or  answerable  for  this  disoumon ; 
we  have  had  no  connection  with  the  honorable 
gCBtleman ;  we  are  as  innootnt  as  the  babe  un- 


born ;"  but  the  honorable  gentleman  is  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Government,  and  if  they  had  asked 
him  to  withdraw  it,  he  would  without  doubt 
have  done  so.  I  think  the  Government  should 
be  thankful  that  there  is  a  party  in  the  House 
which  is  really  willing  to  assist  them  in  reducing 
the  estimates,  for  they  have  really  a  very  thank- 
less and  difficult  task  to  perform.  Take  the  case 
of  a  factor  in  the  management  of  an  estate.  If 
he  wishes  to  reduce  the  expenditure  on  that 
estate,  he  can  do  so  much  more  effectually  if  he 
has  instructions  from  the  squire  to  that  effiict ; 
but  without  these  instructions,  the  servants 
might  feel  disposed  to  argue  the  matter  with 
him,  and  he  would  find  impediments  thrown  in 
his  way.  Now,  the  Government  can  reduce  the 
expenditure  with  a  far  better  grace  if  they  have 
the  approval  of  this  House,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  approval  will  be  readily  accorded.  Some 
persons  are  of  a  more  hopeful  temperament  than 
others,  and  it  is  well  that  it  is  so ;  but  when  we 
come  to  speak  of  the  prospects  of  the  colony  at 
present,  all  must  admit  that  they  are  not  cheer- 
ing. The  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City 
admits  this ;  and  the  Gk>vemment,  by  accepting 
his  motion,  admit  it.  At  the  same  time,  wo  aU 
feel  hopeful  of  the  country,  and  must  have  a 
firmer  feeling  in  its  future,  if  there  is  a  Gbvem- 
ment  at  the  helm  who  will  administer  the  affiurs 
of  the  country  economically,  and  reduce  the  esti- 
mates so  as  to  bring  the  expenditure  within  the 
ordinary  revenue  of  the  country. 

Mr.  LUSE. — I  have  no  desire  to  prolong  this 
debate,  which  has  already  extended  beyond  the 
limit  which  the  honorable  member  who  moved  the 
resolution  expected  it  would  reach.  At  the  same 
time,  remarks  have  been  made  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  and  more  especially  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  which 
render  it  imperative  that  the  members  who  consti- 
tute the  Opposition  in  this  House  should  express 
some  opinion  upon  the  matters  which  have  arisen 
out  of  the  discussion  upon  this  motion.  It  is  un- 
fortunate that  the  resolutions  were  placed  before 
the  House  in  their  present  shape,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  Government,  now  that  they  have 
seen  their  effect,  are  of  the  same  opinion.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  Government  would  be  fflad  to  be 
excused  from  the  act  of  the  officious  mend  who 
has  stepped  in  and  done  them  this  injury ;  because 
it  cannot  be  pleasant  to  the  Government  to  find 
themselves  exposed  to  the  close  criticism  which 
must  naturally  take  place  before  such  a  resolution 
could  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  vote.  It  seems  to 
me  to  have  been  a  work  of  supereroeation  on  the 
part  of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  to 
bring  forward  such  a  motion.  The  temper  of  the 
House  has  been  very  plainly  shown — ^it  was  shown 
last  night — but  that  temper  was  not  the  temper 
attributed  to  the  House  by  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  member.  It  not  only  went  so  far  as  to 
say  that  we  considered  retrenchment  exceedingly 
desirable ;  it  went  the  length  of  saying  that  we 
intended  to  lend  a  hand  ourselves  in  carrying  out 
that  system  of  retrenchment,  which  we  thought 
necessary ;  and  if  the  resolution  meant  anything, 
if  the  terms  in  which  it  was  couched  in  the  least 
degree  repreecnted  what  the  honorable  gentleman 


280 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


[Oct.  11 


meant  to  expreta,  it  moont  that  those  who  roted 
for  it  should  abdicate  the  functions  with  which 
they  are  charged,  and  leaye  them  in  the  hands  of 
the  honorable  members  who  sit  on  the  Treasury 
benches.  It  meant  that  we  were  prepared, 
having  tried  on  the  preyious  evoDine  to  reduce 
the  estimated  and  failed,  to  gire  up  the  struggle, 
and  say,  "  By  all  means  let  the  Q-overnment  do 
the  best  they  can  between  this  and  next  year." 
For  my  part,  I  am  not  prepared,  to  abdicate  the 
functions  I  was  sent  here  to  fulfil.  It  is  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  consider  these  estimates  in 
detail :  that  is  why  they  are  presented  in  this 
form.  It  is  our  duty  to  criticise  them,  and,  if 
necessary,  to  out  them  down.  Conceiying  that  to 
be  my  duty,  I  do  not  thank  the  honorable  member 
for  ifelson  City  for  expressing  in  my  name  any 
opinion  contrary  to  that  belief.  But  while  1 
think  the  honorable  gentlemen  has  entirely  mis- 
oonoeiyod  the  temper  of  this  House,  I  also  thiok 
he  intended  to  do  the  Ghoyomment  a  service.  He 
meant  to  do  what  they  wished  him  to  do ;  and  as 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  G-oyernment,  he  wished 
to  step  in  between  them  and  the  chance  of  pro- 
longing the  session  by  criticism  of  the  estimates. 
If  be  had  such  an  intention,  the  experience  of 
this  afternoon  must  have  shown  how  completely 
his  object  has  been  frustrated.  The  discussion  of 
the  resolutions  has  occupied  seyeral  hours,  and  has 
not  advanced  matters  a  bit.  I  do  not  think,  how- 
ever, that  it  has  been  altogether  a  waste  of  time. 
It  is  a  desirable  thing  that  members  should  be 
brought  face  to  &oe  with  the  question,  whether 
they  are  prepared  to  e£feot  reductions  or  not, 
and  whether  they  see  any  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  GK>yernment  to  make  reductions.  I  confess 
that  the  remarks  of  the  Premier  do  not  at  all 
impress  me  with  the  idea  that  he  is  prepared  to 
effect  any  vety  great  reductions  in  the  cost  of  the 
public  service;  and  that  impression  was  gathered, 
not  from  the  words  he  actually  used,  but  from 
the  careful  manner  in  which  he  guarded  himself 
against  makins  any  strong  assertions  in  favour  of 
reduction.  T&  guarded  himself,  with  a  sort  of 
proviso  that  it  was  very  likely  he  would  not  be 
able  to  carry  out  his  ardent  wishes.  That  is 
exactly  the  position  the  honorable  gentleman 
occupies.  He  would  like  to  cut  down  the  ex- 
penses of  the  country,  but  he  would  like  to  do 
it  in  such  a  way  that  the  Government  would  not 
be  rendered  unpopular.  In  that  respect  he  is, 
of  course,  like  other  Qovemments.  No  Gbvem- 
ment  likes  to  render  itself  unpopular.  But  there 
are  times  when  the  part  of  the  Government,  and 
the  part  of  any  honorable  member  who  takes 
the  helm  of  af&irs,  should  be  to  cast  away  those 
personal  considerations  which  naturally  lead  a 
man  to  shrink  from  unpleasant  duties,  and  to 
consider  only  what  is  necessary  for  the  public 
welfare.  I  think  that  the  honorable  member,  if 
he  thought  only  of  the  present  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  colony,  and  thought  not  at  all  of 
the  question  whether  the  members  of  the  Civil 
Service  and  the  numerous  friends  of  those  mem- 
bers would  like  what  he  proposed  to  do — if  he  had 
had  the  singleness  of  purpose  demanded  by  the 
present  state  of  ailairs — would  not  have  been  so 
careful  to  guard  himself  at  evexy  turn  by  sug- 


gesting that  perliaps  he  would  not  be  able  to 
do  very  much  after  all.  The  time  has  come,  if 
I  at  all  understand  the  state  of  our  finances, 
that  there  must  be  no  half-measures  in  such 
matters  as  this.  I  do  not  say  it  is  possible  for  a 
Government,  at  a  moment's  notice,  largely  to  cut 
down  the  expenditure  of  the  country ;  but  I  do 
not  admit  that  the  Government  is  placed  in  that 
position  at  all.  It  appears  to  me  an  absurdity  to 
look  upon  this  Government  upon  the  Treasury 
benches  as  a  new  6k>vernment.  I  cannot  admit 
it,  although  it  has  nominally  a  new  head.  I  can- 
not admit  that  the  Government  is  any  other,  for 
such  purposes  as  this,  than  the  Government  that 
had  been  in  office  for  many  months.  I  ask,  who 
are  the  members  that  form  the  Government  now? 
Are  they  not  practically  the  same  men  who  have 
been  at  the  head  of  the  departments  for  a  year 
past?  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  Premier  has 
been  practically  the  head  of  several  departments 
of  the  Government  for  more  than  a  year,  and 
that  the  Minister  of  Justice  has  occupied  the 
same  position  for  more  than  a  year  that  he  now 
oocupies  ?  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  is  exactly  where  he  has  been  for 
some  years  past  ?  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the 
Native  and  Defence  Minister  is  the  same  man  as 
before  ?  Then  how  can  these  honorable  members 
come  to  this  House  and  ask  for  an  indulgence 
which  miffht  be  claimed  by  a  new  GK>vemment 
stepping  into  their  seats  in  the  middle  of  a 
session  ?  The  thing  appears  to  me  to  be  a  mere 
sham.  If  those  honorable  members  will  confess 
to  this  House  that  only  when  this  session  was  far 
advanced  had  they  any  idea  whatever  that  the 
finances  of  the  country  were  in  a  bad  state,  that 
they  had  a  conception  that  they  were  over- 
running their  means,  and  that  their  expenses 
were  greatly  in  excess  of  their  income,  and  that 
such  a  knowledge  was  reluctantly  forced  upon 
them  by  the  Opposition,  we  might  be  ready  to 
say  that  their  ignorance,  however  culpable,  was 
some  little  excuse  for  the  request  they  now  make. 
I  do  not  consider,  from  anything  I  have  heard, 
that  they  are  prepared  to  admit  this.  They 
have  never  admitted  that  they  were  in  thu 
state  of  blissful  ignorance  of  the  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  country.  Up  to  this  time  they 
have  said  they  knew  all  about  it,  and  their  eyes 
were  open  when  they  brought  down  estimates 
which  were  very  mook  in  excess  of  the  revenue 
of  the  country.  This  prevents  me  from  feeling 
any  security  m  relegating  this  qoeetion  to  the 
Government,  and  leaving  them  to  act  upon  these 
resolutions  during  the  recess.  The  Government 
have,  not  for  one  year,  but  several  years,  gone 
steadily  on  in  a  career  of  increasing  extravagance ; 
and  is  it  possible  that  this  House  and  the  coun- 
try can  with  confidence  hand  over  the  matter  to 
them,  and  say,  "  We  are  sorry  you  have  hitherto 
been  so  extravagant,  and  that  you  have  proposed 
to  spend  so  much  money,  but  we  believe  that, 
before  next  year,  you  will  turn  over  a  new  leaf"  ? 
I  have  no  confidence  in  anything  of  the  kind.  I 
believe  that,  if  this  House  does  not  do  it,  the 
Government  will  not  do  it.  I  am  confident  of 
that  in  my  own  mind.  When  the  Premier  stated 
to-day  tliat  the  Civil  Servioe  of  the  Colony  of 
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New  Zealand  was  th«  cheapest  OiTil  Serrioe  in 
the  world,  and  not  only  the  cheapest,  hut  the 
most  xealoos  and  efficient,  that  honorable  member 
made  it  perfectly  clear  to  every  unprejudiced 
mind  that  he  had  not  the  rery  first  element  of 
mind  which  would  induce  him  to  apply  those 
•tringent  measuree  which  are  necessary  to  bring 
aar  expenditure  within  our  means  and  our  in- 
come. I  am  certain  of  this,  because  if  oyr  Civil 
Service  is  the  cheapest,  we  can  hardly  expect 
that  he  will  greatly  decrease  that  already  rery 
economical  administration.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman, when  he  said  that»  was  using  a  figure  of 
•peeeh,  one  of  those  poetical  figures  of  speech 
which  will  not  bear  reasonable  criticism.  Sir, 
there  is  no  country,  I  believe,  in  the  world — 
to  put  it  in  the  same  general  and  brilliant  way 
as  the  honorable  member — where  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice is  so  extraraeant  as  it  is  in  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand.  I  am  not  now  speaking  simply 
in'  poetical  figures,  for  I  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  ascertain  whether  what  I  am  speaking  was 
strictly  true  or  not.  I  can  assure  the  honorable 
member  that  if,  instead  of  using  those  ready  and 
broad  figures  of  speech,  he  will  take  the  trouble 
to  investieate  the  &cts,  he  will  find  that,  instead 
of  being  the  cheapest,  it  is  the  dearest  Civil  Ser- 
vice, I  think,  almost  in  the  civilized  world.  Tes. 
The  honorable  member  laughs;  but  I  fear  it  is 
in  this  case  the  laugh  of  ignorance.  If  the  honor- 
able member  knew  what  the  facts  were,  instead 
of  laughter,  it  would  cause  him  some  little  shame 
to  think  he  should  have  come  to  this  House  and 
made,  in  his  position  of  Premier  of  this  colony, 
an  assertion  so  wide  of  the  facts.  The  fact  is, 
as  I  have  already  hinted,  that  the  Civil  Service  is 
not  only  extravagant  in  proportion  to  our  means, 
but  it  is  absolutely  enormously  extravagant  in 
projportion  to  the  expenditure  of  other  colonies 
and  other  countries.  I  have  not  had  time,  since 
the  honorable  gentleman  made  that  assertion, 
to  go  through  any  large  number  of  the  finan- 
cial statements  of  other  countries.  However, 
in  every  case  in  which  I  have  done  this,  I  have 
found  my  impression  on  this  matter  to  be  fully 
borne  out  by  figures.  I  will  give  the  honorable 
member  one  or  two  instances,  since  he  appears  to 
be  now  anxious  to  collect  facts.  I  will  give  him 
the  instance  of  the  neighbouring  Colony  of  Vic- 
toria. I  think  he  will  admit  that  yiotoria,  with 
a  population  double  that  of  New  Zealand,  and  its 
wealth  enormously  in  excess  of  that  of  New 
Zealand,  may  very  fairly  be  looked  to  as  an  in- 
stance of  a  country  which  could  hardly  be  ex- 
pected to  have  cut  down  its  expenditure  on 
departments  to  the  very  lowest  possible  limit 
consistent  with  efficiency.  It  is  quite  reasonable 
that  a  very  wealthy  colony  should  be  more  liberal 
in  this  respect;  and  it  is  equally  reasonable 
that  a  colony  struggling  with  difilculties,  and 
admittedly  in  a  bad  financial  position,  should 
exercise  very  rigid  and  stringent  economy.  I 
find  that  in  Victoria  the  expenditure  of  all  depart- 
ments for  salaries  is  not  only  proportionately  less, 
but  almost  literally  less,  than  the  expenditure 
of  this  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  That  will,  no 
doubt,  surprise  honorable  members,  and  I  will 
confess  that  the  extent  to  which  it  is  the  case 


surprised- me.  But  still  the  fact  remains.  I  will 
take  the  figures  I  am  about  to  use  from  the  last 
Financial  Statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  Victoria. 
It  shows,  in  regard  to  the  Customs,  a  department 
the  Premier  was  very  anxious  to  know  about, 
that  the  expenditure  in  Victoria  upon  all  sorts 
of  salaries  connected  with  the  collection  of  the 
Customs  revenue  is  somewhat  short  of  £48,000, 
and  the  expenditure  for  salaries  connected  with 
the  Customs  in  New  Zealand  for  the  year  was 
something  more  than  £42,000.  The  revenue 
which  is  expected  to  be 'collected  in  New  Zealand 
with  that  amount  of  expenditure  is  something 
short  of  £1,260,000,  while  Victoria  will  collect 
nearly  £1,700,000. 

Mr.  0.  McLEAN. — Ours  is  much  cheaper. 

Mr.  LUSK. — I  think,  if  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs  will  consider,  he  will  see  it  is  not  much 
cheaper. 

Mr.  O.  MoLEAN. — There  is  only  one  port  in 
Victoria. 

Mr.  LUSK.  —  Does  the  honorable  member 
imagine  there  is  only  one  port  in  Victoria?  If 
he  knows  no  more  about  the  ports  of  Victoria 
than  that,  he  is  much  less  fit  for  the  position  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Customs  of  New  Zealand 
than  I  thought  he  was.  There  are  &r  more 
ports  in  Victoria  than  one  ;  and  not  only  is  that 
the  case,  but  an  inland  branch  of  the  Customs 
has  to  be  kept  up .  on  the  border  between  that 
colony  and  other  colonies,  which  very  largely  in- 
creases the  expenditure ;  and  that  is  not  the  case 
in  New  Zealand.  Such  a  remark,  coming  from 
the  member  of  the  Government  specially  charged 
with  and  who  ought  to  be  specially  informed  upon 
such  subjects,  is  but  one  other  thing  that  makes 
one  feel  aoubtful  about  leaving  these  matters  in 
the  hands  of  the  Q-overnment.  In  New  South 
Wales,  the  expenditure  on  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment is  £85,000 ;  and  for  Customs  salaries  ours  is 
£42,000.  They  collect,  or  rather  did  collect, 
until  the  other  day,  when  they  very  largely  cut 
down  their  Customs  tariff,  as  much  or  more  money 
than  wo  can  collect ;  and  I  presume  the  cutting 
down  of  the  tariff  could  not  have  enabled  them 
to  greatly  reduce  the  establishment.  These  two 
colonies,  in  collecting  the  revenue,  set  us  an  ex- 
ample we  should  do  well  to  follow.  I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  will  do 
well  to  learn  the  lesson  :  it  may  be  of  some  use  to 
them,  and  may  induce  them  in  future  not  to 
laugh  when  any  suggestion  of  economy  is  made. 
I  might  go  on  to  point  out  that  the  same  state- 
ment is  true  with  regard  to  the  Postal  and 
Telegraph  Departments,  and,  strange  to  say,  it  is 
also  true  with  regard  to  the  Legislative  Depart- 
ment. That  may  certainly  surprise  some  honor- 
able members,  but  it  is  the  fact,  that  even  in 
the  matter  of  the  Legislative  Departments,  those 
colonics,  larger  and  more  populous  and  very 
much  richer  than  ourselves,  do  not  expend  so 
much  money  by  a  good  deal  as  we  do.  I  have 
not  mentioned  the  honorarium  paid  to  members 
for  the  simple  reason  that  I  do  not  know  what  it 
will  be  this  year  in  New  Zealand.  I  put  that  on 
one  side,  and  take  the  mere  cost  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  ours  is  the  most  expensive  of  the  three. 
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Sir,  I  do  not  vish  to  weaiy  the  House  by  going 
at  length  into  these  matters.  I  mereljr  want  to 
impress  this  upon  the  House  and  upon  the  Qx>verD- 
ment  because  I  heard  the  Premier  make  a  state- 
ment, which  led  me  to  think  that  the  real  posi- 
tion of  the  oolonj  in  these  matters  had  never 
entered  into  his  calculations.  Now  I  find  that  the 
honorable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Gfoyem- 
ment  has  accepted,  with  a  readiness  which  is 
almost  affecting,  the  motion  proposed  bj  the 
honorable  member  for  Kelson  Citj.  He  is  yery 
willing  that  this  House  should  say  to  him,  "  We 
really  do  not  feel  equal  to  reduce  these  esti- 
mates :  we  will  be  exceedingly  glad  if  you  will  do 
it  for  us  next  year."  There  is  no  Gt)yernment  I 
have  heard  of  that  would  not  like  to  haye  this 
implicit  confidence  placed  in  it.  Nothing  can  be 
more  pleasing  to  the  6h>yemment's  feelings  than 
that ;  out  at  the  same  time  nothing  can  be  more 
un&lr,  nothing  can  be  more  unjust,  to  the  6h>- 
yemment  than  to  treat  it  in  that  way.  I 
was  really  astonished  at  the  shortsightedness 
with  which  the  honorable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  Goyernment  was  willing  to  accept  a 
little  momentary  relief,  a  little  ephemeral  peace, 
at  the  hands  of  the  House,  to  be  undoubtedly 
reyenged  upon  him  next  year  when  this  House 
met,  and  found  how  little  he  had  been  able  to 
do  to  fulfil  tbe  truBt  reposed  in  him.  An  honor- 
able eentleman  who  has  lately  sat  down  drew  a 
paral&l  between  this  case  and  the  case  of  an 
agent  for  the  proprietor  of  an  estate ;  but  if  he 
had  gone  further  and  pointed  out  that,  if  the 
proprietor  of  the  estate  really  wished  large 
reductions  to  be  made,  he  would  indicate  where 
these  reductions  were  to  be  made,  and  so  would 
make  it  a  matter  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
factor  to  reduce  the  ex])enditure,  he  would  take 
the  burden  of  responsibility  off  the  shoulders  of 
that  factor,  then  he  would  haye  more  fairly  drawn 
a  parallel  between  the  case  of  the  Government 
and  that  factor.  If  we  see  fit,  as  I  trust  this 
House  will  see  fit,  to  ask  that  large  reductions 
shall  be  made,  not  generally  oyer  all  the  estimates 
but  in  particular  directions,  such,  for  inatance,  as 
those  already  suggested  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers,  then  the  Goyernment  will 
not  only  be  acting  with  the  moral  support  of  this 
House,  but  will  have  an  immense  amount  of 
odium  taken  off  their  shoulders,  which  they 
would  not  have  taken  off  them  if  they  were  to 
act  as  suggested  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Nelson  City.  I  am  tender  of  the  Gt)yemment*8 
feelings.  I  am  very  anxious  indeed  to  take  off 
from  the  Gbvemment  that  weight  which  miffht 
proas  somewhat  heavily  upon  Uiem,  seeing  that 
they  are  so  anxious  to  tell  us  that  they  are  a 
very  young  and  inexperienced  Government.  I 
am  anxious  not  to  cast  a  severer  weight  on  them 
than  the  necessities  of  this  colony  necessarily 
place  upon  them.  I  want  them  to  feel  their 
responsibility.  I  want  them  to  feel  as  I  do, 
that  these  are  no  times  for  half  measures. 
They  have  admitted  that  we  were  in  a  very  bad 
financial  state — that  the  colony  was  in  a  state 
which  we  can  scarcely  characterize  in  the  plain 
terms  which  might  be  used  by  those  who  had 
less  interest  in  its  wcdl-being.    I  say,  when  we 


find  oorselyes  in  that  position,  and  when  the 
Goveniment  admit  that  position  practically,  I 
wish  to  see  the  Government  really  facing  the 
difficulty,  and  joining  with  us  heart  and  hand  in 
reducing  the  expenditure  within  the  limits  of  the 
income.  That,  I  conoeiye,  is  the  dutjr  of  the 
House.  I  oonceive  it  to  be  our  duty,  in  going 
through  these  estimates,  not  to  be  frightened  at 
every  turn  by  the  Government  saying,  "  We  are 
really  afraid  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  cany  oat 
this  reduction."  I  conceive  that  the  duty  of  any 
Gbvemment  is,  above  all  things,  to  keep  their 
expenditure  witbin  their  income,  and  a  Govern- 
ment that  cannot  keep  its  expenditure  within  its 
income  is  a  Government  that  ought  not  to  be  on 
the  Government  benches.  The  reply  made  by 
the  Premier,  I  believe,  last  night  to  uie  honoTabla 
member  for  the  Thames,  was  one  which  showed 
a  singular  want  of  appreciation  of  the  position 
which  the  Government  should  occupy.  Already, 
on  a  former  occasion,  I  stated  that  it  was  dear, 
from  the  Government's  own  figures,  that  thej 
were  in  the  position  of  having  a  large  defi- 
ciency of  income  to  meet  their  expenditure; 
and,  if  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
would  select  the  amount  which  was  shown  by  the 
Government  to  be  deficient,  and  would  request 
the  Government  to  reduce  their  estimates  by  that 
amount,  he  would  really  do  a  thing  which  this 
House  could  not  intelligently  resist.  This  House, 
by  passing  these  resolutions,  will  only  be  stultify- 
ing itself.  This  House  must  call  upon  the  Go- 
vernment to  reduce  its  expenditure  within  the 
limits  of  its  income.  I  can  fancy  some  honor- 
able members  saying  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
men on  the  Government  benches  are  the  only 
saviours  of  the  colony  for  the  next  twelve  months, 
and  that  therefore  anything  that  would  ^ress  too 
heavily  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Premier  must 
be  avoided  at  all  hazards.  I  shall  be  prepared, 
in  common  with  other  honorable  members,  to 
relieve  the  Premier  of  the  unpleasant  duty  of 
cutting  down  the  expenditure  genen^lly,  by  en- 
deavouring in  this  House  to  reduce  expenditure 
by  evei7  possible  means,  and  supporting  every 
proposal  for  a  reduction  where  it  is  not  absolutely 
certain  that  a  reduction  cannot  be  made,  until 
we  have  left  these  estimates  in  such  a  position 
that  the  revenue  of  the  colony  will  be  able  to 
meet  its  necessary  liabilities.  I  think,  if  this  is 
the  outcome  of  the  discussion  that  has  taken 
place — if  this  is  the  feeling  left  in  the  minds 
of  honorable  members  after  hearing  the  discus- 
sion of  this  matter — ^the  proposal  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Sharp)  will 
be  by  no  means  thrown  away.  We  shall  hare,  I 
believe,  cause  to  thank  him  for  having  called  our 
attention  to  our  duty,  although  he  called  our 
attention  to  it  in  rather  a  left-handed  manner. 
I  can  only  say  that  it  is  not  from  any  desire  to 
oust  the  honorable  member  from  the  present 
proud  position  he  occupies  as  heed  of  the  Go- 
vernment that  I  would  cut  down  these  estimates ; 
but  it  is  from  a  feeling  that  no  honorable  mem- 
ber of  this  House  can  honestly,  and  in  a  manly 
way,  face  his  constituents,  if  he  feels  that  he  has 
to  go  back  to  them  and  say  that  he  has  vot-ed 
estimates  of  expenditure  in  excess  of  the  income 
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which  he  eipeoted  to  Me  the  country  receire  this 
jear.  He  would  hare  to  0aj  to  them,  in  fact, 
that  he  has  heen  a  party  to  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy on  the  part  of  this  colony.  And  no 
amount  of  glossing  it  oyer,  no  amount  of  talk 
of  Treasury  bills  and  financial  arrangements,  will 
make  any  real  difi^erence  in  that  position,  or  will 
relieve  any  honorable  memlfeT  who  places  him- 
self in  that  position  from  a  degree  of  self* 
reproach  which  I,  for  one,  would  be  sorry  to  have 
cast  upon  myself.  Sir,  I  shall  be  exceedingly 
glad  to  see  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City 
withdraw  this  resolution,  which  I  think  is  very 
uncalled-for;  but,  if  he  does  not  see -fit  to  with- 
dmw  it,  I,  for  one,  will  be  prepared  to  vote 
against  it. 

Sir  Q-.  GBET. — I  propose  to  add  this  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  before  the  House  : 
**  But  that  this  House  is  entitled  to  know  what 
Ministry  is  to  be  appointed  during  the  recess, 
who  are  to  compose  it,  and  what  offices  they 
are  respectiyely  to  hold,  in  order  that,  in  voting 
large  supplies  for  the  public  serrice,  this  House 
may  know  to  whom  -the  expenditure  of  those 
supplies  is  to  be  intmsted."  I  beHeye,  in  pro- 
posing this  amendment,  I  am  meeting  the  wish 
which  has  been  yeir  generally  expressed  in 
this  House  —  a  wish  so  entirely  reasonable 
in  itself.  The  House  finds  itself  on  the  brink 
of  a  Tery  groat  predpioe.  I  would  like  to  point 
out  that,  whether  an  actual  arrangement  was 
made  or  not  between  the  Goyemment  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Nelson  City,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  the  reeolutions  which  he  has  brought 
forward,  tnyerses  the  resolution  I  intended  to 
move,  and  must  have  fallen  in  entirely  with  the 
views  and  wishes  of  the  Gkrvemment. 

Mr.  SHARP. — I  wish  to  say  in  explanation 
Uiat  I  was  not  aware  of  any  resolution  the  honor- 
able member  was  about  to  bring  forward.  The 
only  person  I  spoke  to  was  the  honorable  member 
for  Akaioa,  who  told  me  that  he  was  informed 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Rodney  that  he  was 
not  certain  whether  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  was  going  to  bring  forward  any  reso- 
lution or  not.  1  ^erefore  thought  it  right  to 
bring  forward  my  resolutions. 

Sir  a.  GRET.— I  am  entirely  satisfied  with 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  has  stated  :  I  am 
simply  explaining  my  own  position.  I  intimated 
my  intention  to  bring  forward  a  resolution. 
The  Premier  answered  me,  and  said  the  Gk>yem- 
ment  would  not  accept  it,  but  would  look  upon  it 
as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence — that  it  would  be 
a  Ministerial  question — and  that  is  the  difiiculty 
that  has  been  avoided  by  the  resolution  the  honor- 
able member  has  brought  forward.  I  was  saying 
that  the  House  stands  really  on  the  brink  of  a 
predpioe,  rather  a  remarkable  one,  and  one  of 
very  great  danger  to  the  country.  It  must  be 
■sen  by  honorable  gentlemen  that  by  the  time 
the  next  session  arrives  those  funds  which  are 
•tiU  available  must  be  almost  if  not  entirely 
exhausted.  The  Premier  says  that  during  the 
recess  thev  will  consider  the  subject  of  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  expenditure.  A  similar  thing  was 
nad  last  session.  I  do  not  myself  place  any  faith 
in  the  promises  made.    Another  thing  is  that  the 
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resolution  I  propose  vrill  show  that  we  do  not 
know  upon  whom  such  promises  would  be  bind- 
ing. Continually  a  new  Ghovemment  is  present- 
ing itself,  or  the  same  gentlemen  in  new  suits  of 
clothes.  One  time  the  Premier  presented  him- 
self in  the  dress  of  the  Colonial  Secretary.  The 
Minister  of  Justice  retained  the  same  garb  that 
he  has  now.  Others  of  the  Cabinet  changed 
their  garbs.  Now  we  have  the  Premier  drewed 
in  robes  of  another  kind — appearing  in  another 
character.  He  says  this  Ministry  is  anew  Minis- 
try, and  we  have  been  told — positively  informed — 
that  during  the  recess,  immediately  we  are  got 
rid  of,  this  Ministry  is  to  be  changed.  We  are 
told  distinctly  that  the  Native  Minister  is  to  go, 
that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  is  to  go,  that 
the  Colonial  Secretary  is  to  go.  How  many  mora 
we  do  not  know;  and  who  an  to  take  their 
places  we  know  not.  When  this  House  meets 
next  session,  and  its  finances  are  in  a  much  worse 
position  than  they  ara  now,  as  must  undoubtedly 
be  the  case,  it  will  be  infinitely  more  difficult  to 
make  reductions  than  it  is  at  this  moment.  To 
meet  our  financial  position  at  that  time,  we  shall 
have  to  make  much  larger  reductions  than  now, 
and  wo  shall  have  to  make  those  reductions  in  a 
less  considerate  and  meroifnl  manner;  for  we 
shall  not  have  the  funds  then  at  our  disposal  to 
do  that  justice  to  those  whose  offices  we  may  think 
it  necessary  to  put  an  end  to,  which  we  should  be 
able  to  do  now.  Not  only  that,  but  we  shall 
probably  then  have  to  make  reductions  in  publio 
works  which  ought  to  be  carried  on — to  make 
reductions  of  many  kinds  that  we  should  very 
unwillingly  have  recourse  to,  and  enormous  un- 
popularity and  odium  must  attach  to  the  persons 
who  carry  out  those  reductions.  These  persons 
must  be  the  successors  of  the  Qovemment  on 
those  benches,  who  intend  to  slip  out  of  the 
thine.  They  cling  to  office  as  long  as  they  have 
anyuiing  to  expend,  but  they  know  that  if  they 
wish  to  cling  to  it  longer  they  will  not  be  allowed 
to  do  so,  and  they  know  perfectly  well  that 
there  will  be  a  great  difficulty  to  get  men  to  fill 
the  places  they  hold,  and  face  the  difficulties 
that  must  suiely  accrue  next  year  unless  re- 
ductions are  now  made.  I  think  that  no  more 
unfair  proposal  was  ever  made  before  to  any 
Legislatura  as  that  which  the  Government  ara 
now  making.  They  come  down  and  avow  that 
they  have  had  at  meir  disposal  enormous  sums 
of  money — sums  of  money  which  no  other 
colonial  Ministry  in  times  to  which  history 
reaches  have  had  at  their  disposal.  During 
that  time  they  might  have  made  reductions  with 
the  greatest  possible  ease;  they  might  have  re- 
modelled the  Civil  Service,  and  pravented  the 
difficulties  in  which  we  ara  now  involved ;  and 
they  took  no  steps  to  do  so.  Last  session  this 
subject  was  brought  under  their  notice,  and  the 
same  allegations  were  made  then  as  now;  but, 
during  the  recess  which  has  just  passed,  no  re- 
ductions, to  any  extent,  have  been  carried  out. 
During  the  four  months  that  we  have  been  in 
session  no  reconstruction  of  the  Civil  Service  has 
been  thought  of  or  proposed ;  no  single  effort  has 
been  made  to  equaJise  the  ravonue  and  the  ex- 
penditora.    The  same  blind  faith  in  money  oon* 
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tinning  to  &U  in  has  animatad  thoie  honorable 
gentlemen  from  the  fint  moment  they  took  office 
to  the  present  time.  All  who  know  anything  of 
human  nature  muat  be  well  aware  that  all  spend- 
thrifts  who  embark  in  a  career  of  borrowing  be- 
Uere  that  the^  will  always  be  able  to  borrow. 
That  infisituation  has  actuated  the  honorable 
pentlemen  who  fiU  thoee  benches,  and  I  say  that 
if  they  are  allowed  to  hold  office  until  next  session 
without  having  carried  out  thoee  reductions  which 
ought  instantly  to  be  made,  the  oouotry  will  be 
inrolved  in  innch  greater  difficulty  than  it  would 
ha?e  to  meet  if  rednctiona  now  take  place.  Be- 
ductions  at  the  present  moment  need  not  be  of 
that  painful  character  which  they  must  hereafter 
be.  I  belieye  that  in  many  branches  of  the 
public  service  reductions  oouM  be  made  which 
would  inflict  no  injury  on  any  indiriduaL  I  believe 
thoee  reductions  would  enable  the  public  works  to 
be  carried  on  with  greater  efficiency  than  now — 
that  there  need  be  no  cessation  in  public  works ; 
that  no  check  need  be  given  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  r  that  we  should  insensibly  glide 
into  a  new  atate  of  things,  in  which,  our  revenue 
and  expenditure  being  equalised,  there  would  be 
a  fair  prospect  for  the  Aiture  of  the  country,  and 
it  might  meet  the  crisia  which  is  coming  with  the 
least  possible  difficulty.  But  I  feel  confident  that, 
if  we  do  not  instantly  begin  to  act  upon  that 
principle,  great  difficulties  and  reverses  must 
take  place.  There  are  other  reasons  which  make 
me  think  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  have  an  ex- 
plicit statement  from  Ministers  as  to  what  the 
constitution  of  the  new  Ministry  is  to  be  before 
we  intrust  them  with  further  funds.  I  say  this  : 
that  great  discontent  prevails  amongst  the  Native 
population — much  wider-spread  discontent  than 
honorable  members  of  this  House  are  generally 
at  all  aware  of.  I  say  that  we  enterMl  into  a 
pernicious  system  of  buying  off  attacks,  of  brib- 
ing Natives  to  remain  in  peace,  of  assenting  to 
cruel  murders  being  committed  in  our  very  midst, 
and  of  continuing  to  pension  and  bribe  the  people 
who,  on  our  actual  frontiers,  protect  the  mur- 
derers who  have  fled  to  them.  I  say  disgraceful 
concessions  have  been  made  to  people  who  were 
8h0ltering  these  murderers,  and  the  inevitable 
result  wul  be  that,  when  these  bribes  cease,  and 
the  money  to  pay  these  bribes  no  longer  exists, 
we  shall  be  exposed  to  very  great  danger  from 
these  persons,  whose  acquiescence  in  our  appa- 
rent state  of  peace  we  have  purchased  by  means 
which  we  muat  all  regard  as  disgraceful.  That 
is  another  difficulty  we  have  to  meet,  and  it 
is  encumbered  with  this  further  difficulty:  that 
a  great  part  of  the  Native  discontent  originates 
from  the  present  Native  Minister  having  pur- 
chased, while  Chief  Land  Purchase  Commissioner 
of  the  Gk>vemment,  large  tracts  of  valuable  land 
from  the  Natives  for  himself  at  most  inade- 
quate and  unfur  prices — purchases  I  believe  not 
yet  completed.  In  the  province  in  which  he  lives 
there  is  yet  a  widespread  discontent  amongst  the 
Natives,  not  only  in  regard  to  himself,  but  also  in 
regard  to  other  individuals,  some  of  whom  are  now 
Involved  in  legal  proceedings  with  the  Natives 
in  regard  to  tracts  of  land.  I  say,  if  it  is  in- 
tend^ to  pub  in  the  Gtovenunent  any  individual 


implicated  in  such  transactional  a  great  wrong 
will  be  inflicted  upon  the  Native  race.  I  trust 
the  Ghovemment  have  no  such  intention.  If 
they  have,  I  say,  not  only  will  wrong  be  inflicted 
upon  the  Native  race,  but  also  upon  the  Euro- 
pean race,  by  increasing  the  feeling  which  exists 
in  the  Native  mind  against  some  Europeans  in 
this  country,  and  so  probably  complicating  affiuzs 
much  more  than  at  present.  I  beUeve  the  House 
is  not  generally  aware  that  at  this  very  instant 
bodies  of  Natives  in  arms  in  the  Province  of 
Napier  are  refusing  to  obey  the  orders  of  tha 
Supreme  Court,  have  taken  possession  of  land 
in  defiance  of  that  Court,  and  risked  lives  in 
doing  so.  Officers  have  been  sent  up  to  stop 
these  proceedings,  but  they  have  been  obliged 
to  retire  without  doing  anything,  and  leaving 
the  Natives  in  possession  of  the  land.  Thare- 
fore,  I  say,  the  greatest  care  must  be  exercised 
in  the  choice  of  the  person  who  is  to  succeed 
the  present  Native  Minister,  if  he  is  allowed  to 
leave  the  colony  before  all  these  questions  are 
cleared  up.  That  forms  an  additional  reason  why 
we  have  a  right  to  know  who  are  to  be  the 
future  Ministers  appointed  during  the  recess. 
The  Gk)vemment  tnemselves  have  told  us  that 
they  intend  to  make  a  change,  and  havins  made 
that  announcement,  they  should  have  taken  ns 
into  their  confidence  altogether,  and  completed 
their  dedaiation.  Therefore  I  rest  my  daim  to 
the  justice  of  this  resolution  upon  two  fiwsts. 
Firstly,  our  finanetal  position  is  such  that  we 
ought  not  to  authorize  the  lazge  powers  con- 
templated by  the  resolutions  pcoposed  \yr  the 
honorable  member  for  Nelson- Oity,  Mr.  Sharp, 
and  the  large  funds  being  voted  by  this  House 
in  the  form  of  supplies  for  the  publio  service  of 
the  country — we  ought  not,  I  say,  to  trust  snoh 
powers  and  such  funds  in  the  hands  of  per- 
sons with  whom  we  are  utterly  unacquainted. 
What  knowledge  have  we  that  t»ie  new  Ministiy 
will  even  be  members  of  this  House  ?  As  was 
done  in  the  case  of  the  Minister  of  Justice,  a 
Magistrate  may  be  taken  from  some  bench  in  the 
colony  and  at  once  made  a  Muuster.  As  was 
done  in  the  case  of  the  Colonial  Secretanr,  some 
public  servant  may  be  taken  from  his  office,  and 
at  once  made  a  Minister,  representing  no  one  in 
the  country,  having  no  claun  upon  any  consti- 
tuency, no  claim  upon  publio  confidence,  and  un- 
known to  this  House,  which  would  not  even  have 
power  to  impeach  him  or  to  punish  him;  be- 
cause the  loss  of  his  Ministerial  office  simply 
secures  him  a  retirement  on  an  ample  pension. 
I  say  we  ought  not,  with  such  a  chance  threaten- 
ing us,  to  trust  the  powers  we  are  asked  to  give 
to  the  Ministry  until  we  are  told  who  they  are  to 
be.  And  then,  again,  I  say  in  the  second  place 
that,  in  the  interest  of  the  Native  race  and  of  the 
Europesn  race  also,  we  ought  not  to  trust  the 
funds  to  be  raised  for  the  Native  Department  and 
the  enormous  powers  over  the  Native  race,  given 
through  the  Native  Lands  Court,  and  by  the 
power  of  appointing  Native  and  European  Magis- 
trates in  various  districts,  Commissioners  of 
various  kinds  to  witness  papers,  and  by  the  power 
of  appointing  interpreters — I  say  we  should  not 
give  an  influence  of^that  kind  over  a  race  entitled 
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to  oar  DTOleetioii,  and  we  thoald  not  gi?e  power 
of  that  Kind  in  the  interest  of  the  European  race 
to  some  unknown  person,  to  be  selected  after 
this  House  i»  got  rid  of.  Why  not  tell  at  once 
who  the  new  Ministry  are  to  be  P  Why  should 
sot  the  Goremment  at  once— as  I  trust  they  will 
do— -acquiesce  in  this  resolution,  which  I  now 
propose,  as  an  addition  to  the  first  resolution 
moved  by  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  ? 

Mijor  ATKINSON.— I  haYe  no  desire  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  prolong  this 
dnooMion.  The  House,  no  doubt,  is  weary  of  it, 
and  desirss  to  proeeed  with  the  business  of  the 
eouBtnr:  my  remarks  will,  therefore,  be  brief. 
My  only  objeot  in  rising  is  to  say  that  the  Qo- 
Temment  intend  to  support  the  motion  as  origin- 
ally brought  down  by  tne  honorable  member  for 
Nelson.  |  need  hardly  say  that  they  disagree 
entirely  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames.  The  House 
has  already  been  made  aware  of  the  direction  in 
which  the  Ministry  will  adWse  His  Excellenqy 
during  the  recess ;  but  of  course  neither  the 
Ooremment  nor  the  House  can  be  absolutely 
eevtain  as  to  the  changes  that  will  take  place, 
beeanse  His  Bzoellencr  may  see  fit  to  call  to 
his  counsels  some  gentleman  other  than  mjself. 
That,  however,  is  a  matter  which  rests  entirely 
with  His  Bzcellency.  As  to  who  are  to  be  my 
eoUeagues,  the  House  has  already  been  informed 
that  oertain  members  of  the  Ministry  hare  ex- 
prsMod  a  desire  to  retire  from  the  Goremment ; 
and,  should  I  be  in  a  position  to  name  their  suc- 
cessors before  the  ena  of  the  session,  I  will  cer- 
tainly do  so.  But  no  gentleman  who  might  join 
me  would  have  the  confidence  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames.  If  I  were  to  say  that 
the  honorable  member  for  dive  had  consented  to 
take  the  place  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Christehurai  (Mr.  Richardson),  I  do  not  think 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  would 
have  any  greater  confidence  in  my  Government. 
Howerer,  I  shall,  if  I  am  able,  inform  the  House 
what  changes  are  likely  to  be  made ;  and,  if  I 
cannot,  I  shall  have  to  ask  the  House  to  extend 
that  confidence  which  it  has  already  reposed  in 
me,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  wUl  do  to. 
If  not,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  House  to  sig- 
nify its  desire,  and  I  shall  obey  it. 

Ifr.  HODGKINSON.— Before  we  aeree  to  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  member  tor  Nelson 
Oity,  I  should  like  to  have  more  information  than 
I  am  al  present  possessed  of  as  to  the  ability  and 
the  readiness  of  Ministers  to  carry  out  its  objects. 
As  to  their  ability,  after  what  has  taken  place 
during  the  past  twelve  months*  I  am  not  strongly 
impressed  with  it.  I  cannot  have  forgotten  that 
the  present  Premier,  with  his  usual  impetuosity, 
on  one  occasion  last  session  threw  a  statement  at 
the  head  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  to  the 
eflM  that  the  enormous  saving  of  £370,000  was 
to  be  effected  by  the  constitutional  changes.  The 
colony  was  to  be  that  much  better  off.  -Now, 
however,  that  amount  has  altogether  disappeared, 
and,  this  session,  we  are  told  that  there  is  barely 
enough  money  to  carry  on  the  public  service.  As 
the  honoraUc  member  for  Olutha  said,  the  figures 
of  Iha  CtoTwuneat  go  Ihiongh  lo  many  tooi 


that  they  become  a  perfect  puzzle.  They  assume 
all  the  changing  aspects  of  the  kaleidoscope.  So 
that  I  do  not  think  the  House  can  be  satisfied  as 
to  their  ability.  Then  as  to  their  willingness. 
We  have  no  evidence  of  that.  On  the  contrary, 
their  actions  point  in  the  opposite  direction.  We 
have  seen  them  appoint  a  gentleman  to  the  office 
of  Agent-General  in  the  face  of  a  strong  feeling 
in  the  contrary  direction.  That  did  not  inspire 
me  with  mucn  confidence  in  their  wUlingness. 
There  is  one  thing  that  would  inspire  me 
with  confidence  in  their  willingness,  and  that 
is,  that  they  should  bring  down  a  self-denjing 
Act  to  reduce  their  own  siuaries  to  the  extent  of 
25  per  cent.  That  would  be  conclusive  proof  of 
their  desire  to  retrench;  but,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  nothing  of  this  sort  is  contemplated.  For 
these  reasons,  stated  yery  briefiy,  I  shall  oppose 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Montgomery's  amendment  put  and  nega- 
tived. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
be  there  added ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result  ^— 

Ayes  17 

Noes  34 


Majority  against   ... 

•••         •••       17 

ATM. 

B£r.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.  O'Korke, 

Mr.  Bums, 

B£r.  Swanson, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

B£r.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Sir  G.  Chrey, 

B£r.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Montgomenr, 

Tetier^. 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bees. 

No 

IB. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Bsrff, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

B£r.  Henry, 

Mr.  TeschemakfTi 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Wbitaker, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Woolcook. 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Manders, 

TeUm. 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Pyke. 

Pa] 

QUI. 

Ibr, 

JlffiMUtu 

Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Carrington, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Cox, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  J.  B.  BrowD| 

Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  B.  a.  Wood. 

Oapi«iABawolL 
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The  amendment  was  oonaeqaently  negatived, 
and  the  resolution  agreed  to. 

Question  put,  "  O^iat  the  second  resolution  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr. 
Sharp)  be  agreed  to  ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         80 

Noes         19 


Majority  for 


...      • 11 

Atb8. 

Mr.  Q-.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Sejmour, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Pyke. 

NOBB. 

Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray. 

Paibs. 

Against 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  R.  G-.  Wood, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bo  wen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Pitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Heniy, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders,  . 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown^ 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  LautouTi 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 

Ibr, 

Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Oarrington, 

Mr.  Cox, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr;  Tribe. 

The  resolution  was  coDaequently  agreed  to. 
Major  ATKINSON.— I  move,  That  this  House 
will  immediately  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  Supply. 

Mr.  I)B  LAUTOUR.— I  wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  a  full  attendance  of  honorable 
members  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Reporting  Debutes  Committee  and  the 
House  to  an  arrangement  which  is  not  satisfac- 
tory if  it  is  the  practice,  and,  if  it  is  not  the 
practice  and  is  but  an  isolated  case,  where  the 
debates  of  this  House  appear  to  be  very  much 
misrepresented.  I  am  alluding  to  what  appears 
in  the  last  number  of  Hansard,  No.  30.  At  page 
3  in  that  number,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Educa- 
tion Boards  Bill  is  brought  under  consideration. 
This  in  what  appears : — 


"  The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  BiU. 
Clause  6. — Who  to  be  members  of  Board." 

Then  it  goes  on  to  say  that — 

**  Mr.  J.  £.  Bbown  proposed,  That  the  name 
of  Thomas  Williamson  Hall,  Esq.,  be  added  to 
the  6th  subsection  of  the  clause." 

The  House  will  be  well  aware  that  that  was 
not  the  proceeding  as  it  took  place  in  Committee. 
The  proceeding  in  Committee  was  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  moved  that  two 
gentlemen  be  added  as  members  of  the  Board. 
Then  the  Chairman  of  Committees  ruled  that 
the  names  should  be  put  separately,  and  that 
they  could  not  be  put  separately  uidess  upon  a 
distinct  motion.  The  honorable  member  for 
Tuapeka  moved  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Belfield 
be  not  agreed  to,  and  this  motion  was  put  to 
the  House  and  carried  on  the  voices.  Aooording 
to  the  report  it  appears  that  the  motion  was  a 
substantive  motion  instead  of  an  amendment.  A 
ereat  injustice  is  done  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Timaru  and  others  who  voted  against  Mr. 
Hall's  name  being  added,  although  they  were 
anxious  that  he  should  be  on  the  Board ;  they 
only  vot-ed  against  him  because  the  House  had 
previously  negatived  another  name.  I  wish  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Re- 
porting Debates  Committee  to  this  practice,  for 
apparently  it  is  a  practice.  I  do  not  like  to 
assume  that  the  report  is  other  than  according 
to  the  regular  way  of  reporting  ;  but,  obviously, 
if  this  practice  is  adhered  to,  great  misrepresen- 
tation may  be  made  to  appear  in  the  pages  of 
Sansard,  I  therefore  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee 
to  this  matter,  and  I  hope  that  in  the  interest  of 
the  true  record  of  the  debates  of  this  House,  he 
will  consider  the  question  as  to  whether  it  could 
not  be  remedied. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Do  I  understand  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  say  that  the  report  has  been 
corrected  by  some  of  the  speakers,  or  that  the 
reporting  staff  have  erred  in  reporting  the  pro- 
ceedings incorrectly  ? 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  do  not  say  that  any- 
body has  tampered  with  the  report;  I  assume 
that  it  is  the  ordinary  practice  of  reporting  pro- 
ceedings in  Committee.  If  so,  it  is  a  practice 
which  leads  to  evident  misrepresentation. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  beg  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  an  arrangement  oome  to  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee 
in  reference  to  Hansard,  It  was  then*  decided 
that  all  questions  of  privilege  relating  to  the 
reporting  the  proceedings  of  this  House  should  in 
the  first  place  be  referred  to  jou,  Sir.  I  thought 
that  a  very  proper  arrangement.  If  you  think 
proper  to  take  any  action,  you  can  refer  to  the 
Committee  or  to  the  Chairman  for  advice  on  the 
subject.  This  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had 
of  mentioning  this  matter.  I  think  it  right  to 
explain  to  the  House  that  it  was  clearly  laid 
down  that  all  matters  should  be  in  the  first  place 
referred  to  yourself,  and  further  action  taken,  if 
necessary.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
this  report  is  correct  or  not,  but  the'first  thing 
that  should  be  done  in  the  matter  is  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Chief  Reporter.  It  is  quite  possible 
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thftt  an  error  might  have  been  committed ;  bat  I 
take  leare  to  say,  and  I  am  sure  honorable  mem- 
bers will  agree  with  me  in  this,  that  the  reports 
in  HttmtoSrd  are  on  the  whole  remarkably 
correct,  and  that  there  has  been  Tery  little 
reason  for  complaint.  It  is  an  extraordinary 
drcumstanoe  that  the  report  of  this  particular 
debate  should  be  incorrect  L  am  quite  awaro 
that  in  seTcral  instances  honorable  members  ha?e 
taken  the  liberty  of  completely  altering  the 
eharacter  or  meaning  of  their  speeches  in  Hansard. 
I  do  not  know  that  the  reporting  staff  are  respon- 
ttble  for  this,  but  it  has  been  tlie  practice,  and  it 
has  become  far  too  frequent.  I  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  it,  that  the  matter  may  be 
fiftirly  considered  and  some  action  taken  in  regard 
to  it,  because  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  these 
reports  can  be  a  (air  record  of  what  takes  place 
in  this  House  if  honorable  members  are  allowed 
to  liter  their  speeches  as  they  think  proper  when 
proofs  are  submitted  to  them.  A  case  occurred 
the  other  day.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  on  the  question  of  the  Imprest  Supply, 
stated  that  he  hoped  the  Bnance  of  this  country 
would  £dl  into  such  a  state  that  the  Im- 
perial GhoTemment  would  appoint  a  Commis- 
sion for  the  purpose  of  investigating  it.  The 
honorable  member  for  Avon  made  allusion  to  the 
statement,  and  I  think  severely  criticised  it. 
There  is  no  reference  to  it  in  the  published  speech 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  but 
there  is  a  reference  to  it  in  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon.  It  appears  exceed- 
ingly absurd  that  the  honorable  member  sliould 
make  distinct  reference  to  the  matter,  and  that 
the  honorable  member's  speech  to  which  the 
nference  was  made  contains  nothing  about  it.  I 
say  that  this  sort  of  thing  staltifies  the  Hansard 
Imports.  This  statement  was  either  struck  out 
of  the  proof,  or  omitted  in  the  report  of  the 
apaech. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  think  I  did  not  strike  it  out 
of  the  proof;  I  have  no  recollection  of  having 
done  so.  My  desire  would  be  that  it  should  be 
left  in.  I  will  look  at  the  proofs,  as  I  cannot 
imagine  how  such  a  thing  could  take  place. 

Mr.  BABFF.  — In  dealing  with  the  matter 
now  before  the  House,  I  trust  honorable  mem- 
bers will  not  be  led  astray  in  regard  to  the  special 
case  which  occurred  in  oonnection  with  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 
It  is  simply  a  ^t,  ss  has  been  said  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee,  that  as  a 
mle  the  reports  of  the  debates  are  strictly  correct, 
and  I  may  say  that  the  Hansard  is  strictly  cor- 
rect ;  but  I  trust  that  no  action  will  be  allowed 
to  take  place  on  the  part  of  private  members  that 
will  prevent  Hansard  from  being  a  reliable  record 
of  our  proceedings.  I  say  that  the  last  two  numbers 
of  Hansard  have  been  privately  tanipered  with 
by  some  person  or  persons  in  a  most  disgraceful 
manner :  I  say  so  most  unmistakably.  This  has 
been  done  not  only  on  the  occasion  to  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  has  referred  in 
oonnection  with  a  portion  of  the  debate  being 
struck  out  in  regvd  to  Mr.  Belfield's  name. 
That  is  not  the  only  case.    Let  auy  honorable 


member  turn  to  No.  29  of  Hansard^  in  which  a 
question  of  privilege  is  reported,  and  let  him 
compare  the  report  in  Hansard  with  the  very 
accurate,  although  necessarily  condensed  report 
which  appeared  in  the  New  Zealand  Times  of 
that  question  of  privilege,  and  he  will  see  whether 
some  honorable  gentlemen's  names  and  their 
speeches  have  not  been  struck  out  of  the  report 
of  that  debate  altogether.  As  a  case  in  point,  I 
may  refer  to  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn, 
Mr.  Fitzroy.  That  honorable  gentleman  informs 
me  that  he  had  no  slip  of  his  speech  seA  to 
him.  I  remember  distinctly  the  remarks  that 
honorable  gentleman  made  in  regard  to  the 
Timaru  Herald,  I  remember  he  said  some- 
thing to  the  effect,  as  reported  in  the  morning 
paper  and  the  two  evening  papers — I  beUeve, 
at  all  events  in  the  New  !Zealand  Times  — 
that  it  was  almost  absurd  to  take  any  notice 
of  what  was  said  by  the  Timaru  Herald^  as  the 
people  who  lived  near  it  took  no  notice  of  it  at 
all ;  that  those  who  knew  it  best  thought  it  rather 
a  compliment  than  otherwise  to  be  referred  to  in 
it  in  terms  of  disapprobation.  We  find  nothing 
of  that  in  Hansard,  The  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn  informs  me  that  a  proof  of  his  speech  had 
not  been  sent  to  him.  I  have  been  informed  by 
an  honorable  member,  whose  name  I  do  not  re- 
collect, that  in  a  proof  which  he  had  received, 
the  name  of  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn 
did  appear ;  that  his  speech  was  there  reported. 
I  wish  to  know  why  that  speech  and  a  certain 
speech  made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kato,  the  Postmaster-General,  were  excised?  I 
have  compared  these  things  very  carefully,  and 
other  honorable  members  have  done  the  same.  I 
say  that  the  House  will  be  laughed  at  if  we  are 
to  have  an  inquiry  into  a  question  of  privilege,  or 
rather  two  questions  of  privilege,  the  one  follow- 
ing the  other,  which  culminates  ultimately  in  an 
apology  which  I  would  rather  have  thrown  my- 
self over  the  edge  of  the  wharf  than  have  made, 
if  it  is  found  that  the  apology  appears  in  a  form 
which  seems  rather  to  glorify  the  hero  of  the 
occasion  than  otherwise.  These  are  things  that 
really  require  attention.  And  then,  what  do  we 
find  ?  When  we  refer  to  the  Ust  number  of  the 
Timaru  Herald^  we  find  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  made  that  apology  laughs  at  us 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  is 
now  travelling  beyond  the  question. 

Mr.  BARFF. — Sir,  I  am  referring  to  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege  in  this  interference  with  Han^ 
sardf  which  is  supposed  to  contain  a  correct  re- 
cord of  our  proceedings,  and  I  am  trying  to  show 
that  in  the  last  two  numbers  these  reports  are  not 
correct.  I  do  not  wish  to  travel  beyond  the 
question,  and  I  trust  that  if  I  do,  you,  Sir,  will 
check  me.  I  was  referring  to  the  fact  that,  on 
reading  the  last  number  of  the  Timaru  Herald 
in  the  library,  I  find  a  letter  from  '^Our  Own 
Correspondent "  at  Wellington,  relating  in  a  very 
condensed  form 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  not  now  discuss  a  question  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  BARFF. — I  believe  an  honorable  member 
speaking  to  a  Question  of  privilege  is  allowed  a 
^eafe  deal  of  indulgence. 
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Mr.  SPEAKEB.— -Ko  doubt,  a  certain  amount 
of  indulgence  is  allowed  to  an  honorable  member 
when  speaking  to  a  question  of  privilege ;  but  his 
remarks  should  be  oonfined  to  topics  pertinent  to 
the  particular  breach  of  priTilege.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  at  all  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  usage 
that  the  honorable  member  should  graft  upon 
a  question  with  respect  to  the  reporting  of  the 
debates  in  Hatuard  remarks  as  to  what  may 
have  appeared  in  the  Timam  Herald, 

Mr.  BARFF. — ^I  was  only  endeayouring  to 
sa^  the  time  of  the  House,  because  the  two 
things  are  so  intimately  connected  that  it  must 
follow  that,  before  many  days,  or  perhaps  hours, 
are  over,  we  must  raise  this  other  question ;  and 
I  was  desirous  of  informing  the  House  ot  the 
facts  of  the  two  cases  as  bearing  one  upon  the 
other.  That  was  the  point  of  yiew  in  which  I 
looked  at  it ;  and  I  think,  in  a  question  of  priri- 
lege  where  two  matters  are  bound  up  together,  it 
would  be  better  to  take  the  two  together  rather 
than  separately.  If  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  refer 
to  this  other  question,  I  bow  to  your  ruling,  Sir. 
At  the  same  time,  I  may  say  that  a  large  number 
of  members  say  that  it  is  not  their  intention  to 
let  the  matter  drop.  The  whole  is  the  outcome 
of  certain  publications  in  the  Tinutru  Herald  in 
connection  with  what  took  place  on  the  par- 
ticular occasion  in  the  House.  I  now  ask 
whether  I  shall  be  in  order  in  referring  to  the 
first  portion — that  is,  the  outcome  of  the  action 
of  this  House  on  the  first  question  of  priyileee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—!  did  not  understand  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  to  raise  this  as 
a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  did  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika 
would  do  wisely  not  to  introduce  a  question  of 
privilege  now.  If  there  be  a  question  of  privi- 
lege, it  would  be  better  to  raise  it  on  some  other 
occasion. 

Mr.  BARFF.— The  question  will  have  to  be 
raised  as  a  question  of  privilege  sooner  or  later ; 
but  as  you.  Sir,  think  it  should  not  be  raised 
now,  I  will  not  do  so.  I  am  not  going  to  express 
an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  members  of  the  Re- 
porting Debates  Committee  are  well  acquainted 
with  what  reporting  should  be  or  not.  I  know 
the  Chairman  has  had  some  experience,  but  of 
the  other  members  I  know  nothing.  I  hope  the 
Chairman  of  that  Committ^,  at  all  events,  and 
if  there  are  any  other  persons  on  it  who  know 
anything  at  all  about  reporting,  that  the^  will 
take  such  action  as  to  prevent  the  prostitution  of 
Hatuard  to  the  basest  purposes. 

Mr.  PYKE. — If  honorable  members  will  listen 
for  a  moment  to  what  I  liave  to  say,  they  will  see 
that  this  debate  is  entirely  unnecessary.  There 
was  no  division  whatever  taken  upon  the  question 
of  whether  Mr.  Belfield  should  or  should  not  be 
a  member  of  the  Education  Board ;  and  as  the 
only  reports  of  proceedings  in  Committee  are 
those  in  which  cUvisions  take  place,  all  mention 
of  the  particular  matter  referred  to  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Mount  Ida  was  omitted  from 
Hmuard,  There  can  therefore  be  no  kwhst  in 
that  reipeot  by  the  Mansard  reporter,  ••  fad  Wm 


only  following  the  usual  course.    I  trust  that 
will  satisfy  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ids. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  think  theie  has  been 
something  like  an  imputation  cast  upon  me  of 
having  altered  a  Hansard  report. 

Mr.  BARFF. — ^I  have  not  thrown  out  that  im- 
putation at  all.  All  I  say  is  that  the  reports 
have  been  tampered  with.  I  did  not  mention 
the  honorable  gentleman's  name  at  all.  It  might 
have  been  some  other  member. 

Mr.  WAJLKJriJCLD.— I  can  only  lay  I  have 
never  seen  No.  29  of  JIaiwanI  at  all.  The  r^ 
marks  I  made  with  respect  to  the  question  of 
privilege  were,  I  suppose,  reported,  but  I  have 
never  seen  them.  I  oeg  to  say,  Sir,  that  I  never 
alter  the  Hansard  reports,  and  never  intend  to 
alter  the  Hansard  reports  while  I  am  in  the 
House.  If  the  honorable  member  will  go  with 
me  to  the  library,  I  daresay  he  will  find  all  my 
proof  slips  unopened  in  my  pigeon-hole.  I  never 
see  or  alter  them,  and  what  I  said  on  the  occasion 
referred  to  will  appear  as  reported  by  the  Han- 
sard reporter,  without  having  been  seen  or  altered 
by  me  in  any  possible  respect. 

Mr.  FITzROY.  — Having  been  specially  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika, 
I  think  it  is  right  to  say  that,  through  some 
cause  or  another,  I  never  received  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  my  speech  on  the  occasion  referred 
to.  I  believe  it  was  accidentally  omitted,  and 
consequently  not  sent  to  me. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

Class  I. 

Executive  Departments,  £28,888  7s.  6d. 

Mr.  REES  called  attention  to  the  item 
"  Under  Secretary  (also  Clerk  of  Writs,  ml), 
£800,"  and  wished  to  know  why  there  was  an 
increase  of  £100  in  the  salary  of  this  officer. 

Major  ATKINSON  explained  that  there  was 
no  increase  in  the  salary.  This  officer  had  pre- 
viously drawn  £700  a  year  as  Under  Secretary, 
and  £100  as  Secretary  to  the  Cabinet.  It  had 
been  found  necessary,  however,  to  relieve  him  of 
the  duties  of  Secretary  to  the  Cabinet,  and  an- 
other gentleman  was  appointed  to  that  office  at 
a  salary  of  £50,  he  holding  at  the  same  time  the 
offices  of  Confidential  Clerk  to  the  Treasury  and 
Secretary  to  the  Premier. 

Mr.  REES  said  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
there  was  an  increase  of  £60  at  all  events,  and  he 
objected  to  that.  At  the  very  time  when  the 
House  was  supposed  to  be  making  reductions,  the 
Q-overnment  were  making  inpreases. 

Mr.  LUSK  wished  to  know  why  other  Under 
Secretaries  received  £600  a  year,  and  this  officer 
£800. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  this  particular  officer 
was  the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colony,  and  had 
greater  responsibility. 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved  that  the  item.  Registrar- 
G^eneral  £550,  be  reduced  to  £500,  the  sum  paid 
last  year.  There  was  no  necessity  for  increase, 
particularly  as  the  census  was  ndt  to  be  taken  so 
firequently  as  hitherto. 

Mr.  R£ES  observed  that  there  were  seversl 
increases  under  this  vote.  The  .first  clerk  in  the 
Aoooontont's  Office,  the  chief  olork  in  the  Record 
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Office,  the  dhirf  ebrk  in  the  BeoeiTer-General's 
Office,  wore  eeoh  to  yel  £25  more,  and  in  fact 
there  wie  a  general  increase  of  aalaries.  They 
bad  joet  placed  a  reedution  in  the  hands  of  the 
GoTemment  declaring  that  the-estimates  should 
be  reoaet  lor  the  purpose  of  effecting  redactions, 
and  ten  minates  afterwards  they  were  presented 
with  popoeals  which  went  exacUj  in  the  reverse 
direoUon.  He  supposed  the  gentlemen  who  TOted 
for  the  resolution  would  also  rote  for  these  increases. 

l€igor  ATIQNSGN  hoped  they  would,  beoause 
the  officem  alluded  to  were  thoroughly  efficient, 
and  were  paid  less  than  they  would  get  in  any 
HMfftdiaut's  office. 

Mr.  8WAN80N  was  nther  inclined  to  doubt 
that.  If  these  officem  could  get  more  in  merchants' 
offioesi  they  would  probably  be  found  there. 

Mr.  SEES  neither  knew  the  officers  nor  their 
ddfcieB,  but  he  knew  that  the  finances  of  the 
ooontry  were  in  such  a  condition  that  it  would  be 
diffienit  to  find  money  to  carry  on  the  GoTcm- 
ment.  He  hoped  members  who  voted  for  the 
meolntion  of  the  honorable  member  Ibr  Nelson 
CiW  would  not  make  a  sham  of  it. 

Mr.  BAB5T  was  cne  of  those  who  belicTed 
that  true  eoooomy  consisted  in  employing  efficient 
offioers  and  paying  them  a  fair  salsory.  If  that 
coarse  were  adopted,  they  would  get  a  superior 
elaea  oi  men,  who  would  be  attracted  to  the  Oiyil 
Service.  It  was  not  wiae  to  strike  £10  ot  £20  off 
the  salyiee  oi  individual  ofiloers.  The  real  ques- 
tion was,  were  there  not  a  great  many  more  Civil 
aeorvante  than  there  was  any  necessity  for  P  They 
ksaid  much  about  the  expense  of  an  oiBcial  in  an 
outlying  district ;  but  the  £ut  was  that  officials 
IB  oui^g  districts  were  generally  well  looked 
alter,  and  did  their  work  well.  If  they  did  not, 
they  were  soon  found  on*.  It  was  in  Wellington, 
where  there  was  a  whde  host  of  officials,  that  the 
iaeAoieaey  of  incapable  officers  escaped  detection. 
His  chief  ol^ection  was  directed  to  the  army  of 
oflloiala  to  be  iband  in  Wellington,  some  of  whom 
migiht  ea^y  be  dispensed  with.  As  to  the  Begis- 
tisar-Qcneral,  he  would  point  out  that  there  was 
one  way  in  which  the  statistics  might  be  rendered 
moeh  more  valuable  and  interesting,  and  that  was 
by  showing  what  amount  of  work  was  done  by 
the  Civil  servants,  instead  of  telling  them  how 
many  hena  and  ducks  there  were  on  a  man's 
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LUSK  pcnnted  out  that  these  estimates 
really  prepoeed  an  increase  of  £4,181  in  this  one 
depsirtment,  in  spito  of  all  their  talk  about  re- 
ductions and  retrenchment.  He  desired  to  know 
whether  this  was  caused  by  the  abolition  of  Uie 
provinces  and  the  taking  over  of  officers,  or  by 
an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  those  officers  who 
had  been  in  the  department  fi>r  a  series  of  yean. 
In  the  latter  case,  he  should  strongly  oppose 
the  increase. 

Mr.  FITZBOY  asked  the  Premier  to  explain 
the  item  for  extra  derical  assistance. 

Major  ATXINSON  said  extra  clerical  assist- 
ance would  be  required  during  the  year,  in 
oonseanence  of  the  changes  about  to  take  place. 
An  additional  number  of  derks  would  be  ne- 
ceeeary  to  carry  on  the  proper  administretion 
ofthedepactmeBte. 


Sir  G.  OBEY  said  that  if  the  House  considered 
its  position,  it  would  decide  that  no  increases 
should  be  made.  He  believed  that  a  complete 
reform  of  the  departments  was  about  to  take 
place,  and  no  increases  should  now  be  made. 
Next  year  Ministen  would  come  down  with  their 
recommendations  complete,  and  the  House  would 
see  that  the  officers  and  the  service  were  well 
paid. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  thought  the  Ministxy 
were  the  best  judges  as  to  the  number  of  persons 
to  be  employed.  He  would  ask  the  rremier 
whether  he  thought  a  reduction  could  be  made  in 
the  expenditure  of  these  departments  during  the 
recess,  because  the  estimates  showed  an  increase 
of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  thought  it  should  be  left  to 
the  Gbvemment  to  decide  what  reductions  were 
to  be  made.  These  duties  required  to  be  per- 
formed Ij  competent  men,  who  must  be  paid 
fitirly.  To  keep  good  men,  they  must  pay  good 
salaries.  A  good  deal  of  the  work  done  by  extra 
clerks  was  inpreparing  returns  asked  for  by  mem- 
ben  of  the  House,  many  of  which  returns  were 
nnneoeesary.  He  would  repeat  a  remark  he  had 
made  previously,  that  he  did  not  think  many 
memben  were  in  earnest  about  retrenchment.  . 
For  instance,  the  hononble  member  for  the 
Thames  had  on  the  prerious  evening  moved  that 
a  salary  should  be  increased. 

Sir  a.  GBB  Y  said  the  resolution  by  which  the 
House  had  decided  that  a  reduction  should  be 
made  by  the  Qovemment  during  the  recess  was 
only  carried  that  evening.  The  matter  had  now 
entered  upon  a  new  phase,  and  that  was  why  he 
objected  to  increases  being  made. 

Mr.  BBES  thought  the  hononble  member  for 
Port  ChaLmen  was  not  in  earnest  as  to  retrench- 
ment, for  he  seemed  willing  to  a^we  to  increases 
up  to  £100  being  added  to  salaries.  As  to  the 
Committee  not  deciding  upon  the  items,  he  under- 
stood the  Committee  of  Supply  was  appointed  to. 
vote  supplies,  and  that  supplies  were  not  voted 
beyond  tne  money  the  colony  had  to  pay  away. 
By  the  estimates,  honorable  memben  would  see 
there  were  increases  of  £60,  £100,  and  £200  a 
year.  As  representing  a  constituency  which 
never  asked  anything  mm  the  House,  which  had 
to  pay  heavy  taxation  and  got  nothing  back 
in  exchange  for  it  but  the  performance  of  the 
mere  ordinary  ftinctions  of  tne  Qovemment,  he 
had  a  right  to  see  that  no  increased  burdens  were 
placed  upon  that  constituency  to  pay  increased 
salaries,  when  the  House  had  ordered  that  a  de- 
crease should  be  made  in  the  cost  of  the  public 
service.  Instead  of  a  reduction  the  Government 
had  made  an  increase  of  £4,000  in  one  item  and 
£10,000  in  another,  makin|(  an  increase  in  the 
class  of  £14,000.  If  the  mcreases  were  voted, 
with  what  grace  could  the  Government  set  to 
work  during  the  recess  to  cut  down  the  salaries 
again  ? 

Mr.  BBANBON  thought  this  was  the  usual 
sessional  discussion  upon  the  estimates.  Honor- 
able memben  always  said  there  should  be  eco- 
nomy, and  the  decartmente  should  be  inquired 
into ;  but  it  was  always  left  to  the  Gk>vemment, 
and  they  came  back  next  yearwith  matten  in  the 
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same  condition.  He  saw  no  means  of  altering 
that  state  of  things,  unless  the  Hoase  appointed 
a  Commission  to  inquire,  during  the  recess,  into 
the  working  of  the  various  departments,  and  re- 
port to  the  House  next  session. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  oould  not  he 
any  great  reduction  in  this  class ;  hut  there  were 
several  items  in  it  which  he  thought  could  be  re- 
duced. 

Mr.  MONTGK)MERT  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Government  would  agree  to  a  re- 
duction being  made  in  this  class  now.  He  was 
averse  to  granting  increases ;  for  it  would  be 
difficult  for  Ministers  to  make  decreases  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  vras  of  opinion  that  the 
only  way  in  which  Parliament  could  get  control 
over  these  departments  would  be  by  Act.  The 
Civil  Service  Act  of  1866  was  not  found  to  be 
very  workable,  especially  in  the  orffanization  of  a 
large  department  like  that  of  Public  Works.  If 
they  had  an  Act,  he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  to 
leave  it  to  the  Gbvemment  to  decide  what  re- 
ductions could  be  made  in  accordance  with  the 
Act  or  regulations  under  it.  It  did  seem  a  very 
sad  thing  that  the  time  of  forty  or  fifty  persons 
should  be  taken  up  in  discussing  whether  £26 
should  be  taken  off  the  salaries  of  pubUc  ofBicers. 
This  matter  should  be  dealt  with  not  by  a  Com- 
mission, but  by  the  Government.  It  was  not  in 
the  administrative  departments  that  they  oould 
expect  retrenchment.  They  should  begin  re- 
trenchment by  striking  off  uie  luxuries  in  which 
they  indulged,  by  doing  away  with  subsidies  to 
steamers  running  up  and  down  the  coasts,  and 
expense  of  that  nature.  It  was  beneath  the 
dignity  of  the  House  to  interfere  with  small  de- 
partmental details.  They  would  lose  tenfold  on 
every  reduction  they  made  on  the  salaries  of 
officers,  and  would  create  discontent  in  the  public 
service.  Although  the  Civil  Service  was  not  in  the 
condition  it  might  be  in,  no  beneficial  effects 
would  result  from  reducing  the  salaries  of  de- 
serving officers  by  £10  or  £20— men  who  were 
stroffgling  to  maintain  themselves  and  their  fiuni- 
lies  m  a  position  of  respectability. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  concurred  in  the  opinion  that 
there  were  a  great  many  costly  luxuries  that 
might  very  well  be  dispensed  with — amongst 
others,  the  Native  and  Defence  Departments.  He 
thought  the  Civil  Service  might  be  consider- 
ably reduced.  If  fewer  men  were  required  to 
do  the  work,  they  oould  do  it  $  but  they  would 
naturally  expect  extra  salary  for  the  extra  duties 
they  were  cidled  upon  to  perform,  and  that  would 
be  the  time  to  consider  any  increase.  There  were 
many  ways  in  which  the  present  large  expendi- 
ture on  the  public  service  could  be  curtailed  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  and  the  indications  of  a 
frlling  revenue  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary 
tliat  they  should  seriously  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  retrenchment  without  further  delay. 

Ml.  BEES  did  not  propose  to  reduce  the 
sivlary  of  any  officers.  If  the  Government  were 
O'lliged  to  keep  up  an  enormous  Civil  Service, 
let  them  tax  the  oountiy  to  meet  the  expendi- 
ture, and  let  it  not  be  met  out  of  borrowed 
money* 


Mr.  SWANSON  moved,  That  the  item  "Under 
Secretary  (also  Clerk  of  Writs,  nil),  £800,"  be 
reduced  by  £100. 

Mr.  LuSE  said  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
reduce  item  by  item.  If  they  attempted  to  do  so, 
the  result  would  be  that  no  reductions  would  be 
made.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  if  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton  would  propose  a 
reduction  of  the  total  sum.  He  had  taken  con- 
siderable trouble  to  find  out  what  increases  had 
been  made  in  the  different  departments,  and  he 
found  they  were  as  follow : — ^In  the  Colonial 
SecretaiVs,  £1,047 ;  in  the  Treasury,  £1,150 ;  in 
the  Audit  Office,  £725 ;  and  in  connection  with 
the  Registrars  of  Marriages,  Births,  &c.,  &c, 
£840;  and  in  other  Executive  Departments, 
£369 :  making  a  total  of  £4,181.  If  the  honor- 
able member  for  Newton  would  withdraw  his 
motion,  he  would  move  that  the  total  be  reduced 
by  a  sum  of  £2,000.  That  could  easily  be  done, 
because  he  had  taken  out  what  appeared  to  be 
increases  on  account  of  provincial  work,  which 
did  not  amount  to  half  the  total  increase.  The 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  said  that 
the  extra  clerical  assistance  was  required  chiefly 
to  supply  returns  called  for  by  the  Hoase. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  LUSE  accepted  the  aesaranoe  of  the  Pre- 
mier that  it  was  not  so,  and  the  estimates  showed 
it ;  because  the  chief  amount  for  extra  clerical 
assistance  vras  in  the  Treasurr,  from  which  very 
few  returns  had  been  fumidied. 

Mr.  SWANSON  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment with  pleasure  in  favour  of  that  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Franklin. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  like  the  Committee 
to  understand  distinctly  that  a  verr  large  amount 
of  work  would  be  thrown  on  the  departments  by 
the  changes  that  were  coming  into  operation. 
The  whole  arrangement  of  the  elections  for  the 
counties,  and  aU  the  correspondence  with  the 
Bead  Boards,  would  have  to  be  conducted  by 
these  departments.  If  the  Committee  made  a 
large  reduction  in  these  estimates,  he  would  point 
out  that  there  would  very  likely  be  no  saving  at 
all,  because  the  work  must  be  done,  and,  if  neoea- 
sary,  the  expenditure  must  be  charged  as  un- 
authorized. 

Mr.  BEES  thought  that,  under  those  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  of  no  use  making  a  reduction. 
As  the  Premier  said  that  the  work  would  be  paid 
for  out  of  the  unauthorized  expenditure,  it  was 
clear  that,  whatever  vote  the  Committee  oame  to, 
the  money  would  be  spent. 

Mr.  SWANSON  did  not  think  that  was  likely 
to  occur.  There  were  persons  watching  these 
votes  just  as  sharply  as  the  Premier  or  the  Com- 
mittee, and,  if  those  who  were  expecting  to  get 
this  money  found  that  the  Government  oould  say 
to  them  that  they  had  not  got  it,  they  would  be 
quite  ready  to  do  the  work  for  the  salaries  they 
now  got.  The  whole  of  the  time  of  these  men 
was  at  the  disposal  of  the  Gt)vemment,  and  ha 
knew  that  a  great  many  of  them  did  very  little. 
No  doubt  some  of  them  were  overworked;  but 
there  were  a  great  many  who,  even  during  the 
session,  went  about  doing  almost  nothing  at  alL 

Mr.  LUSK  had  had  experi«noe  of  praMOie 
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being  brought  upon  him  in  the  smaller  affair  of 
the  ProTindal  Counoil,  and  he  had  found  it  very 
wholesome  and  very  adrantageous  to  himself  to 
be  able  to  say  that  no  money  had  been  voted. 
He  oould  then,  with  good  grace,  refuse  many 
things  that  otherwise  he  might  not  have  refused. 
His  knowledge  that  the  Council  had  refused  so 
much  money  made  it  a  matter  of  very  great 
anxiety  to  him  to  keep  the  expenditure  within 
the  income,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Tote  by  the 
Committee  on  this  occasion  would  have  the  same 
effect  upon  the  Government. 

Mr.  Murray's  amendment,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  GIBBS  noticed  that,  under  the  head  of 
'*  £xtra  clerical  assistance,"  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  voted  was  £1,085,  and  there  were  other  amounts 
for  provincial  services  to  something  like  £800. 
That  would  make  very  nearly  the  £2,000  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Franklin  desired  to  re- 
duce the  vote  by.  He  would  point  out  that  the 
extra  clerical  assistance  would  no  doubt  not  be 
employed  if  not  absolutely  required,  but  the  rest 
must  be  voted. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBT  did  not  see  how  the 
work  could  be  done  for  anything  less  than  was 
put  down  here,  and  the  effect  of  reducing  it  would 
be  to  put  the  expenditure  on  the  unauthorized 
expenditure.  The  whole  increase  upon  the  salaries 
was  about  £500,  and  the  Committee  might  vote  to 
reduce  that;  but  he  could  not  vote  for  a  reduction 
of  £2,000  in  the  ii^e  of  the  statement  that  it 
would  be  put  upon  the  unauthorized  expenditure, 
if  necessaiy. 

Mr.  MURRAY- AYNSLEY  thought  it  would 
be  a  pity  to  force  the  Government  into  a  vote 
that  they  must  disregard.  If  the  proposed  re- 
duction were  £500,  he  would  vote  for  it,  because 
it  would  show  that  the  Committee  wanted  re- 
trenchment, but  he  oould  not  vote  for  a  reduction 
of  £2,000. 

Mr.  BRANDON  said  that,  if  the  vote  were 
reduced  by  £500,  and  Ministers  then  found  that 
they  could  not  carry  on  the  work  at  a  less 
amount,  they  would  fall  back  upon  the  unauthor- 
ized expenditure.  The  real  question  was  this: 
"There  are  so  many  clerks  in  the  different 
departments  ;  can  you  reduce  the  number  of  the 
establishment  or  not?"  It  should  not  be  a 
question  of  reducing  salaries.  Men  must  be  paid 
mr  their  work,  and  of  course,  the  longer  they 
remained  in  the  department,  the  more  salary 
were  they  entitled  to.  If  the  Government  could 
not  carry  on  with  the  proposed  reductions,  and 
had  to  &I1  back  upon  the  unauthorized  expendi- 
ture, it  would,  be  perfectly  absurd  t-o  reduce  the 
vote.  The  House  oould  not  now  do  otherwise 
than  refer  the  matter  to  the  Ministry  to  see  what 
retrenchment  they  could  carry  out.  If  next  year 
they  said  they  could  not  make  a  reduction,  and 
the  House  was  not  satisfied  with  that  statement, 
then  the  House  must,  as  before  suggested,  appoint 
a  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  BURNS  thought  it  was  generally  a  mis- 
take for  the  House  to  meddle  with  salaries  at  all. 
If  they  could  manage  to  get  rid  of  some  officers, 
that  would  be  the  proper  course.  He  noticed 
that  some  of  these  salaries  were  added  to,  while 
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others  were  reduced,  and  he  would  like  to  know 
from  the  Premier  why  that  was  the  case.  Therv 
was,  for  instance,  a  new  appointment  in  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  office,  of  au  Assistant  Under 
Secretary,  who  received  £450  a  year,  while  the 
Chief  Clerk,  who  last  year  received  £350,  was  put 
down  this  year  at  only  £250. 

Major  ATKINSON  explained  that  the  officer 
who  was  to  receive  £450  this  year,  receired  £350 
last  year,  when  he  was  Chief  Clerk.  Through  the 
unfortunate  illness  of  the  Under  Secretary,  this 
officer  had  performed  the  duties  of  Under  Secre- 
tary during  a  great  part  of  the  year,  and  per- 
formed them  in  a  very  efficient  luatiner.  No 
appointment  had  yet  been  made  of  Clerk  under 
him.  It  might  be  necessary  to  make  this  ap- 
pointment when  the  provinces  were  taken  over ; 
and,  if  it  were  so,  the  appointment  would  be 
given  to  some  provincial  officer. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  hoped,  when  vacancies  oc- 
curred, that  the  first  opportunity  of  filling  them 
would  be  given  to  deserving  provincial  officers. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by 
£2,000 ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result :— 


Ayes 

Noes         

16 

80 

Majority  against . . . 

w 

Ates. 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Hamlm, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Roes, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Lusk. 

No 

Sfl. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Wooloock. 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Murray- Ajnsky, 

Pjl 

[BS. 

JFbr. 

Aj/tUnH. 

Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Carrington, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Shrimski. 

Mr.  Pearce. 

The  amendment  waa  consequently  negatived. 
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Mr.  MURRAY- AYNSLBY  moTed,  That  the 
Tote  be  reduced  bj  £500.  He  had  no  desire  to 
Bee  the  clerks  underpaid  ;  but  if  the  amendment 
were  carried,  it  would  be  a  lever  in  the  hands 
of  the  Gorernment,  and  would  assist  them  to  re- 
duce the  Yote,  which  he  belicTed  thej  could  do 
without  any  difficulty. 

M^or  ATKINSON  said  he  would  not  object 
to  the  amendment  if  there  was  a  distinct  under- 
standing that  the  £600  should  be  taken  off  the 
whole  vote,  and  not  off  any  particular  salary. 

Mr.  MURRAY-AYNSLEY  desired  that  the 
£600  should  come  off  the  whole  vote,  as  stated 
by  the  Premier. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item  as  reduced,  £23,888  7s.  6d.,  agreed  to. 

Stamp  Department,  £4,185,  igreed  to. 

Printing  Department,  £12,428  lOs. 

Mr.  MANDERS  asked  explanation  as  to  the 
sum  of  £1,172  for  the  binaing  branch.  He 
noticed  that  under  another  class  there  was  a  sum 
of  £800  for  binding  and  printing.  As  regarded  the 
department  eeneriUly,  he  did  not  think  it  was  so 
well  managed  as  it  might  be,  but  perhaps  that 
was  owing  to  the  want  of  accommodation.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  give  the  matter 
consideration  during  the  recess. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  £800  was  for 
binding  Hansitrd  and  other  books  for  the  General 
Assembly,  as  well  as  for  some  printing. 

Mr.  BARFF  noticed,  with  respect  to  the 
Printing  Committee  and  the  Reporting  Debates 
Committee,  that  those  gentlemen  who  had  any 
experience  in  connection  with  those  matters  had 
been  carefully  excluded  from  those  Committees 
except  in  one  or  two  instances.  On  the  Reporting 
Debates  Committee  there  was  only  one  gentleman, 
the  honorable  member  for  Rangitikei,  who  knew 
anything  at  all  about  reporting.  Any  one  else 
who  had  any  practical  experience  about  it  was  ex- 
cluded, and  he  believed  the  same  applied  to  the 
Printing  Committee. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  inform  the  honoiable 
member  that  the  Printing  Committee  had  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  praoticiu  printing.  The  duty  of 
that  Committee  was  to  ascertain  and  advise  Mr. 
Speaker  what  documents  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN  pointed  out  that  there  was  an 
increase  in  this  vote,  and  would  like  to  ask  why  it 
vras  necessary. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  printing  had  very 
greatlv  increased,  and  that  haid,  in  part,  been 
caused  by  honorable  members  having  so  much 
printing  done. 

Item,  £12,423  10s.,  agreed  to. 

Store  Department,  £1,150. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  for  an  explanation  as  the 
vote  Inspecting  Officer,  £200. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  officer  had  not 
yet  been  appointed.  It  was  thought  that  one 
might  have  to  be  appointed  to  take  over  stores 
belonging  to  the  provinces  j  but  no  appointment 
would  be  made  unless  it  was  necessary. 

Item,  £1,150,  agreed  to. 

Geological  and  Meteorological  Department, 
£8,336. 

Mr.  MURRAY  would  point  out  that  in  addi- 
tion to  this  sum  there  was  tiie  salary  of  the  Di- 


rector of  Geological  Survey,  £800,  which  made  the 
total  £4,185.  He  would  not  move  for  a  reduc- 
tion, but  would  point  out  to  the  Government 
that  this  was  an  item  on  which  they  might,  he 
thought,  make  a  reduction  of  60  per  cent 

Major  ATKINSON  would  undertake  that  the 
matter  should  be  looked  into  very  carefully,  to 
see  if  any  reduction  could  be  made. 

Mr.  BARFF  thought  the  item  should  be  struck 
out  altogether,  because  the  department  was  worse 
than  useless.  He  was  sure  the  country  did  not 
benefit  in  any  way  by  the  meteorological  observa- 
tions. It  would  be  far  better  to  hand  over  the 
Museum  to  the  people  of  Wellington,  and  lefc 
them  take  charge  of  it  as  the  people  did  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony.  He  aid  not  believe  the 
Museum  was  in  as  good  a  state  as  it  vras  six  years 
ago.  As  tlie  general  public  received  no  benefit 
from  the  department  it  should  not  be  kept  up, 
and  he  would  move  that  the  whole  of  the  item  be 
struck  out. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  the  proper  course  would 
be  to  vote  the  item  this  year,  on  the  distinct  un- 
derstanding that  it  would  not  be  voted  again. 
The  Government  should  take  the  matter  into  their 
consideration  durinff  the  recess,  so  that  they 
might  place  the  Wellington  Museum  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  other  museums  throughout  the 
colony. 

Major  ATEHENSON  hoped  that  the  Oommittee 
would  not  confound  this  vote  with  that  for  the 
Wellington  Museum.  The  vote  was  for  the  geo- 
logical survey  of  the  colony,  which  was  a  matter 
of  immense  importance  both  to  the  mercantile 
community  and  for  scientific  purposes. 

Mr.  BARFF  admitted  that  the  department 
might  be  of  great  use  to  the  colony  if  properly 
conducted ;  but  it  had  not  benefitea  the  colony 
to  the  extent  of  a  single  sixpence. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  would  support  the  vote.  He 
trusted  the  Government  woula  see  their  way  to 
handing  the  Museum  over  to  the  town  of  Wel- 
lington. This'  was  done  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony. 

Sir  G.  GREY  would  not  like  to  see  this  depart- 
ment done  away  with  altogether.  No  doubt  the 
honorable  member  for  lU>kitika  felt  somewhat 
disappointed  at  not  being  able  to  carry  his  mo- 
tion tor  the  establishment  of  a  School  of  Mines. 
He  (Sir  G.  Grey)  would  like  to  see  a  School  of 
Mines  established  in  the  .colony  in  connection 
with  this  department. 

Mr.  BARFF  did  not  oppose  this  item  in  conse- 
quence of  not  being  able  to  carry  his  motion  for 
the  establishment  of  a  School  of  Mines.  He 
had  previous  to  that  matter  being  dealt  with  in- 
dicated his  intention  to  oppose  this  GeologiciU 
Department,  which  served  no  useful  purpose 
whatever.  The  opinions  given  by  the  officers  of 
the  department  had  been  found  to  be  erroneous, 
and  had  not  been  verified  by  absolute  £scte. 
He  pointed  out  on  one  occasion,  that  there  were 
indications  of  the  existence  of  fi;old  in  the  out- 
skirts of  Wellington.  The  head  of  the  depart- 
ment said  that  it  was  impossible;  but  in  less 
than  twelve  months  afterwurds  gold  was  found  in 
Baker's  Hill.  A  School  of  Mines  would  be  of 
far  more  advantage  to  the  colony  than  hating  a 
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number  of  men  who  did  not  practically  compre- 
hend the  science  which  thej  profeBsed  to  under- 
stand. 

Mr.  HimSTHOUSE  said  the  existence  of  the 
Ckological  Department  was  almost  an  absolute 
necessitj,  and  would  be  of  immense  value  to  the 
eountiy  at  large.  There  was  a  first-class  analyst, 
who  had  already  rendered  good  service  to  the 
eoontry.  The  department  would  be  of  very  con- 
■iderable  advantage  in  connection  with  agricul- 
tural as  well  as  mining  pursuits  \  and  he  would 
vapport  the  rote  as  it  now  stood. 

Mr.  8HEEHAN  thought  the  opposition  to  this 
TOte  was  of  a  somewhat  unreasonable  character. 
It  was  necessary  that  this  department  should  be 
maintained.  He  thought  the  Q-ovemment  should 
strike  out  tbe  item  for  the  Museum.  Wellington 
should  support  its  own  museum,  as  Auckland, 
Canterbury,  and  Otago  supported  their  museums. 

Mr.  SWAKSON  would  like  to  be  informed  of 
the  benefits  received  from  the  money  expended 
on  the  GhK>logical  Department.  He  knew  that 
the  progress  of  the  Thames  Gold  Field  had  been 
retardea  through  the  head  of  the  department  tell- 
ing a  number  of  sentlemen  in  Auckland  to  keep 
their  money  in  their  pockets,  as  there  was  no 
gold  at  the  Thames.  That  foolish  advice  had  the 
eff^  of  preventing  people  with  money  assisting 
the  miners  and  others  to  develop  the  resources  of 
the  Thames. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  his  remarks  applied  to 
the  Museum.  The  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton asked  what  there  was  to  show  for  the  Geo- 
logical Department.  He  could  tell  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  the  people  of  Otago  had  had  ex- 
perience of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Geological  Department,  and  had  not  received 
anythme  for  an  expenditure  of  some  £16,000; 
nor  had  any  benefit  been  received  by  Otago  for 
his  services  since  he  had  held  a  position  in 
Wellington.  At  the  same  time,  he  did  not 
srgrue  that  it  was  advisable  to  do  away  with  the 
Geological  Department ;  but  he  did  say  that  the 
Museum  should  be  handed  over  to  Wellington, 
and  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  the  museums 
in  other  provinces. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  thought  the  test  of  the  uso- 
ftilness  of  the  G^logical  Department  was  not 
whether  it  was  correct  in  havine  stated  that  gold 
would  be  found  in  a  certain  place  or  not.  Ho 
looked  at  the  general  results,  and  at  the  great 
knowledge  of  the  geo]og|ical  features  of  the  coun- 
try whicn  had  been  obtained  through  this  depart- 
ment. The  head  of  the  department  had  visited 
his  district,  and  the  result  vras  that  a  large 
amount  of  useful  information  with  regard  to  the 
geological  formation  of  that  part  of  the  country 
was  obtained. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  did  not  think  the  Committee 
should  too  readUy  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that 
this  department  was  not  conferring  good  on  the 
country.  He  would  not  like  to  see  the  vote 
struck  off  the  estimates;  but  when  honorable 
members  considered  the  many  substantial  ad- 
Tantages  which  Wellington  received  from  being 
the  seat  of  Government,  it  was  fair  for  the  House 
to  consider  whether  the  expenditure  for  this  de- 
partment should  take  place  iJi  Wellington,  or 


whether  it  would  not  be  judicious  to  remove  tbe 
whole  establishment  to  a  place  where  these  offi- 
cers would  be  in  communication  with  other 
gentlemen  who  could  greatly  assist  them  in  tlieir 
work.  It  would  be  far  more  complete,  and  would 
cost  much  less,  if  removed  to  Dunedin,  where  the 
Professors  of  the  University  could  consult  with 
these  gentlemen,  and  where  a  School  of  Mines 
might  be  established  in  connection  with  the 
department. 

Item,  £3,335,  agreed  to. 

Electoral  Department,  £4,895. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  wished  to  ask,  ^ith  regard 
to  the  Returning  Officer  for  Marsden,  whether  the 
Government  would  be  wUUng  to  have  him  re- 
moved to  a  more  central  part  of  the  district  than 
that  at  which  he  now  resided,  which  caused 
great  inconvenience  to  the  people. 

Mr.  BARFF  wished  Xo  ask  a  question  with 
regard  to  the  Revising  Officer  for  Nelson,  Marl- 
borough, Canterbury,  and  Westland,  whose  salary 
was  dS225.  The  Government  woald  remember 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  he  made 
a  complaint  to  them  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
this  gentleman  at  the  Revising  Court  in  West- 
land.  He  wished  to  know  now  whether  the 
Government  had  taken  any  steps  to  correct  the 
mistake  then  made,  or  whether  any  communi- 
cation had  taken  place  on  the  subject  with  the 
,  Judee  who  presided  over  the  judicial  district. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  not  aware  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  made  any  charge  against* 
this  officer ;  but,  if  he  would  do  so  in  the  usual 
official  course,  it  would  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  wished  to  call  attention  to 
the  same  item.  In  former  days,  the  Revising 
Officer  in  Marlborough  was  a  gentleman  of  the 
legal  profession  living  in  the  province,  and  the 
business  was  conducted  properly ;  but  since  the 
ofiice  had  been  held  by  a  gentleman  who  per- 
formed these  duties  all  round,  it  had  been  very 
different.  On  two  occasions,  the  Court  was  not 
held  on  the  appointed  day.  On  the  first  occa- 
sion, it  was  not  held  till  two  days  after,  and  con- 
sequently a  great  many  persons  were  put  to  much 
inconvenience  in  attending  on  the  day  appointed, 
and  finding  that  there  was  no  Court.  On  the 
last  occasion,  in  June  or  July,  the  Revising 
Officer  arrived  in  Marlborough  once  more  on  a 
day  later  than  that  appointed,  and  held  no  Court 
at  aU.  He  wrote  to  him  (Mr.  Seymour),  saying 
ho  had  arrived,  but  that  having  to  proceed  im- 
mediately to  Nelson,  he  could  hot  liold  a  Court. 
Consequently  a  number  of  persons  who  put  in 
their  claims  to  vote  were  not  plaoed  on  the  roll. 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  revert  to  the  old  sys- 
tem ?  Persons  could  be  found  in  the  province 
who  would  perform  the  duty  properly,  and  then 
the  Courts  would  be  held  at  the  proper  time. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  Judges  ap- 
pointed the  Revising  Officers,  and  not  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Judge  had  been  communicated  with, 
and  was  endeavouring  to  make  other  arranse- 
ments,  in  order  that  what  the  honorable  gentle- 
man complained  of  mifht  be  remedied. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  ciSled  attention  to  the  item 
for  the  Returning  Officer  for  the  East  Coast,  who 
also  received  from  the  Native  Department  £359 ; 
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trayelling  expenses,  £50 ;  telegraphio,  £25 ;  and 
postal,  £10.  This  gentleman  had  evidently 
man  J  duties  to  perform,  as  it  appeared  on  the 
estimates  before  them ;  but  he  had  been  in 
Wellington  in  the  earlj  part  of  the  session,  and 
he  (Mr.  Wood)  was  surprised  to  find  in  the  evi- 
dence he  gave  before  a  Select  Committee,  that 
there  were  no  white  people  in  his  district  and 
Tery  few  Natives.  This  officer  must  therefore 
have  oomparativelj  little  to  do,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that  if  there  was  much  to  do  he  was  not  the 
man  to  do  it.  He  was  strengthened  in  this 
opinion  by  the  fact  that  this  gentleman  remained 
in  Wellington  for  six  weeks  or  two  months  after 
he  was  wanted. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  pointed  out  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  not  referring  to  the  right  officer. 
This  was  not  the  Betuming  Officer  for  the  East 
Coast  Maori  District. 

Captain  MORBIS  said  that  all  the  Committee 
had  now  to  consider  was  £20  for  this  officer's 
duties  as  Returning  and  Registration  Officer. 
All  the  other  money  he  received  belonged  to 
other  departments,  and  should  not  be  considered 
at  that  time. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  was  glad  to  see  that  no  sum 
was  put  down  for  a  Returning  Officer  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Rodney.  During  the  last  elections  this 
officer  not  only  canvassed  the  district  against  him 
(Mr.  Sheehan),  but  also  appointed  deputies  in 
ten  or  twelve  polling-places  from  known  sup- 
porters of  his  opponent.  He  felt  it  a  very  hard 
matter  to  fight  under  these  circumstances,  but 
time  had  softened  his  feelings.  However,  all  he 
wished  to  say  was  that  the  practice  of  appointing 
these  petty  Returning  Officers  in  remote  districts 
was  not  a  good  one. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  asked  the  honorable  member  to 
mention  the  name  of  the  Returning  Officer  he 
had  referred  to. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  name  of  the  gentle- 
man was  Murray.  He  was  also  Coroner  for  the 
district,  and  that  might  account  for  his  desire  to 
"sit"  on  him  (Mr.  Sheehan).  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances he  had  narrated,  the  officers  neces- 
sarily became  partisans;  and  the  fact  that  a 
person  had  to  fight  the  Returning  Officer  as  well 
as  his  opponent  was  somewhat  disheartening. 
There  was  one  other  point  he  wished  to  refer  to, 
and  it  was  this :  At  present  the  Revising  Officers 
heard  objections,  but  allowed  no  costs  in  cases 
where  the  objections  were  friyolous.  A  man 
miffht  challenge  a  whole  electoral  district,  and, 
although  it  might  be  proved  that  the  objections 
were  utterly  groundless,  not  one  penny  of  ex- 
penses was  allowed.  People  were  objected  to ; 
and  when  they  got  to  the  Revising  Officer's  office, 
they  were  laughed  at  by  the  objectors.  This  was 
a  state  of  things  which  should-  be  remedied. 

Mr.  BARFF  said  the  case  he  had  mentioned 
was  infinitely  worse,  because  the  Revising  Officer 
ruled  that  the  objector  need  not  eyen  be  present. 

Mr.  LUMSDEN  said  there  were  several  Re- 
Tising  Officers  on  the  estimates,  for  whom  no 
salary  was  provided.  He  supposed,  however, 
that  the  necessary  items  woula  be  found  else- 
where. What  he  wished  more  particularly  to 
call  attention  to  was,  that  there  were  circum- 


stances connected  with  the  last  election  for  Wal- 
lace which  were  very  improper.  He  chanced  to 
be  a  voter  in  that  district,  which  was  between 
forty  and  fifty  miles  from  Invercargill ;  and  when 
he  went  to  record  his  vote,  he  found  that  the 
polling-booth  was  not  opened  until  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  after  the  hour  specified  b^  law.  In 
England,  that  would  have  been  sufficient  to  in- 
validate the  election,  and  he  mentioned  the  case 
in  order  that  the  Government  might  see  that 
proper  officers  were  appointed ;  the  neglect  in 
this  case  arising,  he  believed,  from  the  fact  that 
the  Returning  Officer  was  a  deputy  and  not  a 
paid  officer.  He  had  an  objection  to  these  un- 
paid irresponsible  officers. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  were  many 
districts  where  the  Resident  Magistrates  were 
appointed  Returning  Officers,  without  additional 
salary. 

Captain  KENNT,  in  furtherance  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  for  Wairau, 
pointed  out  that  no  provision  was  made  for  the 
district  of  Pelorus,  which  was  peculiarly  situated. 
It  would  be  very  difficult  for  the  settlers  to 
attend  the  Revising  Court  either  at  Ficton  or 
Blenheim  ;  and  he  trusted  the  Government  would 
make  the  necessary  provision. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  mentioned  the  case  of  a  Re- 
turning Officer  on  the  East  Coast,  who  displayed 
his  partisan  procUvities  by  giving  a  Maori  £5  to 
obtain  votes,  with  instructions  to  be  given  to  his 
confreres  as  to  how  they  were  to  act 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  said  there  were  two  sides 
to  the  case  cited  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Rodney.  If  expenses  were  given  against  the 
objector  where  the  objection  was  bad  or  frivolous, 
they  ought  to  be  given,  on  the  other  side,  where 
the  objection  was  good. 

Mr.  BOWEN  reminded  honorable  members 
that  the  Revising  Officer  had  power  to  give  costs 
where  the  objection  was  frivolous. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  there  was  no  doubt  an 
alteration  in  the  law  was  required.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Dunstau  was  objected  to  on  one 
occasion,  and  was  put  to  some  trouble  to  prove 
his  right  to  be  on  the  roll,  although  there  was  no 
doubt  as  to  his  possession  of  >  the  necessary  quali- 
fication. There  were  a  number  of  other  cases  in 
which  an  energetic  Good  Templar  figured  promi- 
nently as  an  objector :  in  fact,  he  had  objected  to 
any  one  who  was  known  to  drink  a  glass  of  beer, 
and  put  many  people  to  a  great  deal  of  unneces- 
sary trouble.  He  hoped  the  Postmaster-General 
would  come  down  with  an  amendment  of  the  law 
next  session. 

Mr.  PYEE  said  he  certainly  was  objected  to, 
as  stated  by  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  but  he  was  not  struck  off.  He  was, 
however,  dragged  out  of  a  sick-bed,  and  compelled 
to  appear  at  the  Revising  Court  to  sustain  his 
claim ;  and  when  he  got  there,  the  person  who 
objected  said  he  knew  nothing  about  the  matter — 
that  he  had  been  instructed  oy  some  ono  else  to 
object  to  the  name !  The  matter  was  treated  with 
a  laugh,  almost  a  sneer ;  and  when  be  applied  to 
the  itevising  Officer  for  costs,  he  looked  upon  the 
application  as  a  joke.  But  a  great  many  citizens 
of  Dunedin  were  actually  struck  off,  not  because 
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ihej  were  possessed  of  no  qaalification,  but  be- 
cause they  did  not  appear  at  the  Beyising  Court 
to  answer  to  these  objections  ;  and  they  did  not 
appear,  because  the  notice  was  insufficient.  An 
advertisement  was  inserted  in  the  newspaper,  but 
a  notice  should  be  sent  to  each  person  objected 
to ;  and  the  objector,  if  he  faUed  to  make  good 
his  objection,  ought  to  be  compelled  to  pay  fair 
costs. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  the  rolls  became  encumbered 
with  a  great  many  names  that  had  no  right  to  be 
there,  and  it  was  only  right  that  &cilities  should 
be  afforded  for  their  remoral.  He  thought  the 
way  in  which  the  duties  of  the  BcTising  Officer 
were  performed  required  attention.  In  his  dis- 
trict the  Berising  Officer  advertised  that  he  would 
attend  on  a  certain  day,  but  he  failed  to  do  so. 
The  revision  took  phioe  in  Nelson,  and  was  a 
formal  thing  altogether :  in  fact  there  was  np  re- 
Tision  at  all.  The  names  of  those  who  were  ob- 
jected to  were  struck  off  because  they  would  not 
travel  so  far  to  attend  the  Court. 

Mr.  SWANSON  was  of  opinion  that  if  costs 
were  allowed,  it  should  be  seen  that  the  objector 
gave  security  for  their  payment,  otherwise  a  man 
who  was  not  worth  a  farthing  might  be  put  for- 
ward to  obiect,  aod  it  would  be  in  his  power  to 
cause  people  to  travel  a  long  distance  to  prevent 
their  names  being  struck  off.  Security  ought  to  be 
given  for  payment  of  costs  should  the  objection 
not  be  sustained.  The  whole  matter  of  making 
objections  really  wanted  carefully  looking  into. 
His  own  impression  was,  that  it  would  be  better 
to  bum  all  the  electoral  rolls  and  begin  anew 
upon  another  basis. 

Sir  0.  OBEY  thought  the  remarks  used  by 
some  honorable  members  were  very  strong  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  manhood  suffrage ;  and  he 
would  daim  the  support  of  certain  honorable 
members  in  favour  of  the  Manhood  Suffrage 
Bill  he  was  about  to  bring  forward. 

Mr.  BEES  believed  that  the  whole  system  of 
registration  in  the  colony  ought  to  have  attention 
paid  to  it.  He  thought  there  was  not  a  single 
district  in  which  there  was  not  a  great  amount  of 
dissatisfaction,  because  some  few  persons  were  left 
on  the  roll  who  ought  not  to  be  there,  and  some 
were  struck  off  who  were  entitled  to  a  vote.  The 
consequence  was  that  at  every  election  dummies 
voted  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  Perhaps  the 
granting  of  manhood  suffirage  would  stop  this  to 
some  extent;  but  if  the  Sill  of  the  honorable 
ijember  should  not  be  carried,  the  Government 
ought  to  pay  some  attention  to  this  subject, 
which  struck  at  the  very  existence  of  the  House. 
In  esses  where  the  votes  polled  by  candidates 
were  nearly  equal,  the  gentleman  who  came  to 
the  House  might  not  be  the  representative  of  the 
bona  fide  return  of  the  district. 

Item,  £4,895,  agreed  to. 

Crown  Lands  Department,  £7,172  6s. 

Mr.  MONT€K)MEBY  wished  information  as 
to  the  first  item,  which  showed  an  increase  of 
£100,  and  the  amount  for  contingencies  was 
raised  from  £200  to  £1,200. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  salary  in  the  first 
item  had  not  been  increased.  Until  this  year, 
£400  had  been  charged  upon  loan,  but  now  the 


amount  was  divided,  and  half  was  placed  on  these 
estimates.  The  sum  for  contingencies  had  been 
increased  to  £1,200,  because  the  department 
would  now  be  reorganized,  and  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  say  what  appointments  would  have  to 
be  made.  Therefore  it  had  been  necessary  to 
take  the  vote  in  the  form  proposed.  The  other 
sums  included  in  the  item  were  consequent  upon 
taking  over  the  provinces. 

Item,  £7,172  6s.,  agreed  to. 

Inspection  of  Machinery,  £2,000. 

Mr.  FITZBOY  desired  information  as  to  the 
duties  of  the  Chief  Inspector.  He  had  been  in- 
formed that  the  boiler  lately  taken  out  of  the 
steamer  "Taranaki"  was  in  a  very  dangerous 
state,  and  he  would  like  to  know  why  the  in- 
specting officer  had  not  attended  to  his  duty. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the  Chief  Inspector 
this  year  received  the  same  salary  last  year,  but 
he  drew  £60  from  the  Native  Department.  This 
officer  had  to  inspect  steamers  trading  on  the 
coast.  The  state  of  the  boiler  of  the  "Taranaki  " 
had  come  under  the  notice  of  the  Government, 
and  they  were  making  inquiries  about  it.  He 
might  say  the  department  was  rather  more  than 
self-supporting. 

Item,  £2,000,  agreed  to. 

Cliab  II.— Law  akb  Jubtiob. 

Department  of  Justice,  £1,176,  agreed  to. 

Crown  Law  Office,  £2,160. 

Sir  Qt.  GBEY  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  Bills  were  drafted,  by  legal  gentlemen  or 
not. 

Migor  ATKINSON  said  that  some  Bills  were 
drafted  by  legal  gentlemen  who  were  not  Govern- 
ment officers.  Bills  had  been  drafted  by  one 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Audit. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  thought  the  office  of  Parlia- 
mentary Draftsman  ought  to  be  filled  up.  He 
objected  to  the  Government  giving  out  Bills  to 
be  drafted. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  agreed  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers.  The  drafting  of  some 
of  the  Bills  introduced  this  session  was  of  an 
extraordinary  character.  There  was  an  under- 
standing come  to  last  year  that  the  office  of 
Parliamentary  Draftsman  should  be  filled  up,  and 
they  were  told  that  a  Draftsman  would  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  colony. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  Government  had  en- 
deavoured to  obtain  a  Draftsman  in  the  colony, 
but  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  a  competent 
person  in  the  colony  for  the  sum  voted. 

Mr.  BEES  said  the  member  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession would  not  be  required  to  spend  all  his 
time  in  drafting  Bills.  A  Parliamentary  Drafts- 
man would  not  be  required,  un}es8  the  laws  were 
to  be  consolidated.  A  Commission  would  have 
to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  the  Drafts- 
man would  do  the  work  unaer  their  instruction. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  would  like  to  know  what  effort 
had  been  made  to  secure  a  Parliamentary  Drafts- 
man in  the  colony.  It  was  not  a  proper  thing  to 
employ  Civil  servants  in  work  of  thu  kind.  It 
was  not  intended  that  they  should  be  employed 
at  such  work.  Their  whole  time  should  be  given 
to  the  disoharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office. 
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Major  ATEHrSON  said  ib  would  hare  been  a 
relief  to  the  Q-oTernment,  if  they  had  been  able 
to  find  a  suitable  person  for  the  position  of  Par- 
liamentary Draftsman.  The  appointment  was 
one  of  importance,  and  the  Government  felt  that 
they  ooald  not  be  too  cautious  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  LUSE  said  the  Ooremment  had  not  been 
fortunate  in  the  selection  of  the  person  who  had 
drafted  some  of  the  Bills  submitted  to  the  House 
this  session,  as  they  were,  to  say  the  least,  rare 
specimens  of  drafting.  It  would  be  found  that 
the  Courts,  six  months  after  the  passing  of  the 
Acts,  would  be  called  upon  to  decide  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  words  contained  in  those  Acts. 
That  arose  from  tbe  system  of  not  employing* 
legal  gentlemen  to  do  legal  work. 

Item,  jS2,I60,  agreed  to. 

Supreme  Court,  £8,232  lOs. 

Mr.  BSTNOLDS  drew  attention  to  the  item, 
under  the  head  of  Otago,  of  "  Sheriff  (also  £150 
from  Natire  OfBce),  £350."  There  was  not  the 
slightest  necessity  for  a  Native  Office  in  Otago ; 
and  as  the  Sheriff  had  very  little  to  do,  he  would 
suggest  that  he  should  supply  the  place  of  the 
additional  Resident  Magistrate  that  was  required 
in  Dunedin,  and  also  attend  to  Native  matters, 
without  receiving  any  additional  salary. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  promised  to  look  into  the  matter, 
and  see  whether  the  proposed  amalgamation  of 
offices  could  be  effeoted.  He  would  endeavour 
to  make  that  arrangement  which  would  be  most 
economical,  and,  at  any  rate,  find  work  for  the 
officer  in  question. 

Mr.  LUSE  said  there  was  an  increase  of-  about 
£900  in  this  section,  which  he  observed  was 
mainly  in  the  first  item,  ''Bxpenses  of  Circuit 
Courts  and  Court  of  Appeal,  £1,600."  Last  year 
the  amount  set  against  tnis  item  was  only  £900. 

Mr.  BOWBN  said  the  vote  of  last  year  had  to 
be  exceeded,  and  the  amount  now  set  down  was 
calculated  on  what  had  been  foutid  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  that  the  sum  allowed  to 
the  Sheriff  and  Besident  Magistrate  of  Inveroar- 
giU  for  travelling  allowances — namely,  £25 — was 
absurdly  low,  considering  the  extent  of  travelling 
which  had  to  be  performed.  This  officer  had 
to  go  to  the  Mataura,  to  the  Bluff,  and  also  to 
Biverton  and  Winton  oonstantly,  and  he  hoped 
the  Gt>vemment  would  see  their  way  to  do  him 
justice  in  this  respect,  as  he  had  been  a  long  time 
in  &e  service. 

Item,  £8,232  lOs.,  agreed  to. 

Sir  0.  OBBT  moved.  That  the  Chairman  re- 
port progress  and  ask  leave  sit  again. 

Motion  put,  *'  That  the  motion  be  agreed  to ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : — 

Ayes  11 

Noes  ...      29 


Minority  against 

Mr.  De  Lautonr, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  Q-.  Grey, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.liosk, 
Mr.  MoorhooMi 


AZBI. 

I  Mr.  Shrimskj, 
I  Mr.  Swanson, 
i  Mr.  W.  Wood. 
TeUers. 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Tole. 


19 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  GKbbs, 
Mr.  Haiplin, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Eelly, 
Mr.  Eennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  0.  McLean, 


NOEB. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  .Murray, 
Mr.  Murrav-Aynsley, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Bieynolds, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Wason. 
Paib. 

For.  Against, 

Mr.  Sheehan.  |  Mr.  Bunny. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
District  Courts,  £5,720. 
Mr.  MONTaOMEBY  asked  information  as  to 
the  item  of  £600  for  the  travelling  expenses  of 
Judees.    It  was  an  increase. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  vote  was  reallv  neces- 
sitated by  the  travelling  expenses  incurrea  by  the 
Judges.  A  consideraUe  portion  of  it  was  for 
the  expenses  of  Judges  travelling  in  the  gold 
field  districts  of  Otago  and  Westland. 

Mr.  LUSE  drew  attention  to  the  sum  of  £150 
for  the  District  Judge,  Nelson.  That  officer  was 
also  Besident  Magistrate,  and  this  appeared  to 
be  an  increase. 

Mr.  BOWEN  explained  that,  when  the  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  was  removed  from  Nelson, 
it  was  found  desirable  to  appoint  the  Besident 
Magistrate,  who  was  a  professional  man,  to  act  as 
District  Judge,  and  he  was  given  a  smidl  increase 
in  his  salary  for  performing  the  extra  duties. 

Mr.  BEES  said  the  arrangements  for  the 
sittings  of  the  District  Courts  in  the  Province 
of  Auckland  were  not  at  all  satisfactory.  At  the 
Bay  of  Islands  neither  the  Supreme  Court  nor 
the  District  Court  sat,  and  many  cases  which 
were  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Besident 
Magistrate  had  to  be  taken  to  Auckland,  a  dis- 
tance of  150  miles,  causing  great  inconvenience, 
loss  of  time,  and  expense.  In  criminal  cases,  the 
expense  of  taking  prisoners  and  witnesses  to 
Auckland  was  very  serious.  If  it  was  arranged 
that  the  District  Court  should  sit  there  with 
extended  crimioal  powers,  it  would  be  highly 
advantageous  to  the  district,  and  would  be  a  greafe 
saving,  for  the  cost  of  conveying  prisoners  and 
witnesses  would  be  ten  times  as  great  as  the 
travelling  expenses  of  the  Judge,  ^e  same  re- 
marks would  apply  to  Tauranga,  which  had  been 
greatly  neglecteain  this  respect 

Mr.  BOWEN  thought  the  comphunt  of  the 
honorable  member  was  very  reasonable.  He  was 
aware  there  was  a  difficulty  in  respect  to  the  Bay 
of  Islands  and  Tauranga,,  and  he  would  endea- 
vour to  see  how  far  it  could  be  met  by  a  Judge 
travelling  to  those  places. 

Sir  0.  OBEY  said  if  the  consideration  of  that 
department  had  not  been  hurried  upon  them  at 
that  hour  of  the  morning,  he  would  have  pointed 
out  that  he  believed,  by  makixig  an  alteration  in 
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the  oontiitution  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  add- 
ing  to  the  numher  of  ite  Judges,  the  District 
Judges  might  be  done  away  with  altogether,  and 
a  oonriderable  saring  might  be  made.  The  inoon- 
Tenienoe  in  reference  to  the  Bay  of  Islands,  Tau- 
ranga,  and  other  similarly-situated  districts  would 
by  such  an  arrangement  be  got  oTer,  and  justice 
be  brought  withm  the  reach  of  evexy  man.  At 
that  late  hour,  he  would  not  enter  upon  the 
matter ;  but  he  was  confident  that  rery  great  im- 
proTements  mi|dit  be  made. 

Mr.  HISLOr  noticed  that  there  was  nothing 
on  the  estimates  for  the  Clerk  of  the  District 
Court  at  Oamaru.  When  the  Clerk  of  the 
Besident  Magistrate's  Court  was  appointed  to 
act  as  Clerk  to  the  District  Court,  it  was  under- 
stood he  would  receive  some  additional  remune- 
ration. He  thought  the  constitution  of  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  might  be  altered  so  as  to  make  them 
of  much  more  serrioe  to  the  countiy.  It  had 
happened  that  in  Invercargill  the  Supreme  Court 
and  the  District  Court  hM  sat  within  a  day  of 
each  other,  and  there  was  only  one  case  in  each. 
He  also  thought  sufficient  jurisdiction  was  not 
giren  to  the  District  Courts ;  and  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  the  public  generally  if  they 
were  given  the  option  of  oringing  a  case  into  the 
Supreme  Court  or  the  District  Court'  within  cer- 
tain limits. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said,  with  regard  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  District  Court  at  Oamaru,  there  was  great 
juetice  in  the  claim  made,  and  a  small  sum  had 
been  placed  on  the  supplementary  estimates  for 
him.  It  was  proposea  to  alter  the  districts  of 
the  DiBtrict  Courts  in  the  South.  Since  the  rail- 
way had  been  open  to  Timam,  he  had  been  in 
communication  with  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  at  Christchurch,  who  would  probably  be 
able  to  hold  quarterly  Courts  at  Timaru.  If  that 
were  done,  it  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  Dis- 
trict Court  Judge  residing  there,  and  it  would 
give  the  present  District  Court  Judse  more  time 
to  attend  to  the  Courts  further  souui. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  would  like  to  know  why 
Oamaru,  a  town  much  larger  and  of  a  great  deal 
more  importance  than  Timaru,  should  not  also 
have  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  held  there, 
instead  of  having  only  a  District  Court. 

Mr.  BOWEN  did  not  think  theie  was  any 
question  of  dignity  in  the  matter.  It  was  a 
question  as  to  how  the  Courts  could  most  con- 
veniently and  advantageously  be  held  at  those 
places. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  hoped  the  Gbvemment  would 
endeavour  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  Act 
of  1872  or  1873,  to  the  effect  that  only  members 
of  the  legal  profession  should  be  appointed  to 
District  Court  Judgeships. 

Mr.  BOWEN  expUiined  that  during  the  last 
two  years  all  the  Judges  appointed  to  the  District 
Court  had  been  members  of  the  legal  profession. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  thought,  if  increased  powers, 
both  in  civil  and  criminal  cases  were  given,  to  the 
Judges  of  the  District  Court,  it  would  be  a  great 
saving  to  the  country.  The  amount  saved  in  the 
matter  of  the  travelling  expeoses  of  witnesses 
would  be  something  enormous.  Some  three  or 
four  years  ago  a  District  Court  Judge  was  ap- 


Sinted  at  Napier,  and  there  was  also  a  Besident 
agistrate  at  the  place.  But  it  was  understood 
that  the  District  Court  Judge  should  also  do  the 
duty  of  Besident  Magistrate.  However,  a  pro- 
mise to  that  effect  wMch  had  been  given  to  the 
Committee  had  not  been  carried  out,  and  for  a 
time  both  officers  remained.  Ultimately,  the 
Judge  of  the  District  Court,  who  had  really 
nothing  to  do,  was  removed.  The  position  of  the 
matter  at  present  was  this  :  The  gentleman  who 
now  held  the  office  of  Besident  Magistrate  in- 
tended to  resign  his  appointment  at  the  end  of 
the  present  session,  ana  the  whole  of  the  legal 
profession  in  Hawke's  Bay  were  anxious  that 
some  competent  person  should  be  appointed  to 
act  both  as  Besident  Magistrate  and  District 
Judge.  If  that  course  were  adopted,  it  would  be 
a  great  saving  to  the  country,  and  would  prove  of 
very  considerable  convenience  to  the  residents  of 
Hawke's  Bay. 

Mr.  BOWEN  stated  the  aovemment  hoped  to 
be  able  ultimately  to  make  such  an  arrangement, 
and  inquiries  had  been  instituted  with  a  view  to 
the  course  alluded  to  by  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  BEES  would  point  out  to  the  Minister  of 
Justice  that  the  extended  powers  under  the' Dis- 
trict Courts  Act  had  not  been  extended  to  Judge 
Fenton  in  respect  to  Auckland,  the  Thames,  or 
Waikato.  He  could  only  try  cases  in  which  the 
amount  sousht  to  be  recovered  did  not  exceed 
£100 ;  and  he  oould  not  trv  any  criminal  cases. 
The  Minister  of  Justice  would  do  well  to  consider 
this  matter,  because  the  profession  had  noticed 
it  upon  several  occasions.  The  absence  of  the 
extended  powers  he  referred  to  was  greatly  felt 
in  the  out-districts,  such  as  Waikato'  and  the 
Thames.    

Mr.  BOWEN  said,  if  the  extended  powers  had 
not  been  granted  to  Mr.  Fenton,  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  an  oversight.  Mr.  Fenton  had  not 
applied  for  any  further  powers,  or  they  would 
have  been  granted  ;  for  he  was  certainly  a  Judge 
to  whom  any  necessary  powers  would  have  been 
given  if  application  had  oeen  made. 

Mr.  LUSK  asked  explanation  with  reference  to 
the  word  "  fees,"  set  opposite  the  b^iffs  in  some 
districts,  and  he  noticed  that  a  sum  of  £150  was 
put  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  for  "  Bailiffs'  fees  as 
above." 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  there  had  been  an  endeavour 
as  much  as  possible  to  set  rid  of  the  system  of 
pacing  bailifn  by  fees.  Most  of  them  were  now 
paid  by  salary ;  but  it  was  found  at  present  im- 
possible, in  some  cases  where  there  was  not  much 
work,  to  fix  a  salary  which  would  be  equivalent  to 
the  work  done ;  and  bailiffs,  in  these  cases,  were 
paid  by  the  fees  recoverable  upon  the  processes 
they  served.  The  £150  set  down  woula,  it  was 
estimated,  cover  the  whole  of  these  fees.  The 
fees  had  to  be  voted  in  a  lump  sum,  because  when 
received  they  were  paid  into  the  Treasuiy,  and 
had  to  be  repaid  to  tne  bailiffs. 

Item,  £5,720,  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  a4Joumed  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  two  o'clock  a.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  I2ih  October,  1876. 

Third  Besdiag— Mh»— Pnblie  Works  Bill— Welliogtoii 
Debts  Bill— Attorney-General  Bill— DanedinWharres 
and  Quays  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbaxib  toolc  the  obair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pratbbs. 

THIBD  READING. 
The  l^apier  Hospital  Bill. 

MAPS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  GHAMBEBLIN  desired  to 
move  I  without  notice,  That  the  maps  of  the 
counties  lying  on  the  table  of  the  Council  be  re- 
moTed,  because  they  were  not  correct. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  the  honor- 
able member  would  require  to  give  notice  of  his 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  drew  attention  to 
the  fact  that  there  was  another  plan  on  the 
table  which  the  Council  had  declined  to  receive. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  said  he 
wished  to  make  this  motion  on  that  account. 
The  maps  he  referred  to  were  incorrect.  The 
other  daj  he  was  refused  permission  to  place  a 
map  on  the  table,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  in- 
correct. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  gire  notice  of  his 
motion. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause   176. — Pen^ty    for  fouling  a  natural 
watercourse. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  mored,  That  this 
clause  be  erased  from  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  Bill/'  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         6 

Noes         '21 


Majority  against... 


16 


Atbs. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Acland, 

Mr.  Bonar, 

Mr.  Campbell, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Captain  Eraser, 

Dr.  Grace, 

Mr.  Gray, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 


Lieut-Colonel  Kenny, 
Dr.  Pollen. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Mr.  Rhodes, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Waterhouse. 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  clause  struck  Out. 

The  Bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  and 
the  third  reading  fixed  for  next  sitting  day. 

WELLINGTON  DEBTS  BILL. 
*  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the  se- 
cond reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  in  the  year 
1871,  the  Provincial  Government  of  Wellington 
found  itself  in  financial  straits ;  and  in  that  year 
there  was  passed  the  Wellington  Debts  Act,  which 
authorized  tbe  raising  of  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£85,000,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  certain 
liabilities  of  the  Provincial  Government  which 
were  specified  in  that  Act.  The  bonds  were  made 
payable  at  a  date  not  later  than  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1876 — at  the  close  of  this  year.  The  security 
which  the  province  offered  for  the  aid  the  oolony 
afforded  them  in  this  matter,  was  a  block  of  land 
in  the  Manawatu  district,  containing  229,000 
acres.  The  Act  of  1871  provided  that  in  case  the 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  block  of  land  were 
at  any  time  insufficient  to  meet  the  payments  for 
interest  and  principal  on  account  of  the  loan,  the 
deficiency,  whatever  it  might  be,  should  be  made 
a  charge  against  the  Province  of  Wellington.  At 
the  close  of  tbe  year  1871,  an  arrangement  was 
entered  into  with  a  body  known  as  the  Colonist's 
Aid  Society,  for  the  purchase  of  a  block  of  land 
in  the  Palmerston  district  containing  106,000 
acres  of  land,  at  a  price  of  16s.  per  acre.  The 
history  of  that  transaction  would  be  found  re- 
corded in  the  Appendix  to  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  1872,  paper  D.  No. 
11.  Bills  for  the  payment  of  the  purchiMe  money 
of  that  block 'were  given  by  the  Colonist's  Aid 
Association,  the  terms  of  the  maturity  of  these 
bills  being  respectively — ^for  one-third  of  them, 
the  1st  April,  1877  ;  for  another,  the  Ist  April, 
1879 ;  and  for  the  other  third,  the  1st  April,  1882. 
The  transaction  being  concluded,  and  the  bills 
hand^  over  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  pro- 
vincial authorities  felt  themselves  absolved  irom 
further  liability  on  account  of  "  The  Wellington 
Debts  Act,  1871."  Since  that  time,  payments 
had  been  received  on  account  of  the  proceeds  of 
that  block  amounting  to  nearly  £16,000,  and  these 
sums,  as  they  were  received,  having  been  invested 
at  interest,  had  accumulated,  and  now  amounted 
to  nearly  £18,000.  The  currency  of  the  deben- 
tures terminating  at  the  dose  of  this  year,  before 
the  securities  provided  for  the  payment  of  them 
matured,  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  make 
provision  for  a  further  borrowing,  for  the  purpose 
of  repaying  the  debentures  when  due,  ana  in 
order  to  give  time  for  the  maturing  of  the  securi- 
ties and  the  obtaining  of  funds  necessary  for  the 
complete  discharge  of  the  debt,  about  which,  he 
was  glad  to  learn,  there  was  little  doubt.  It  was 
proposed  to  apply  the  £17,000  which  was  now 
m  hand  to  the  discharge  of  debentures  to  that 
amount,  and  to  borrow  the  difference  between  that 
sum  and  the  £75,000  at  present  outstanding  to 
meet  the  coming  Hability ;  and  that  was  the  autho- 
rity which  was  proposed  to  be  given  by  this  Bill. 
The  fact  of  a  reduction  in  outstanding  liabilities 
in  this  way  was  so  new,  and  would,  he  was  sure, 
be  received  with  so  much  satisfaction  by  the 
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Conncily  Ui«t  he  thought  no  difficulty  would  be 
fouDd  in  Mcuring  its  asflent  to  tho  arrangement 
which  WM  proposed  to  be  made.  The  ourrencj 
of  the  securities  which  were  proposed  to  be  issued 
wms  fixed,  and  the  4th  cUuse  proTided, — 

"  The  bonds,  debentures,  or  other  securities 
issued  under  the  authority  of  this  Act,  whether 
the  same  shall  be  an  origmal  issue  or  a  re-issue 
or  renewal,  shall  be  made  payable  in  the  amounts 
and  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
hereto." 

Honorable  gentlemen  would  observe  that  the 
first  instalment  of  the  bills  was  due  on  the  1st 
of  April,  1877,  and  they  would  note  that  the 
time  fixed  for  the  payment  of  that  first  instal- 
nant  had  been  eroded  by  arrangement  for 
another  year,  and  instead  of  the  year  1877  the 
year  1878  had  been  fixed  for  the  first  payment. 
The  necessity  for  that  had  arisen  from  the  plea  of 
the  Association  that  the  opportunity  of  employing 
their  people  upon  public  works  in  the  neiglibour- 
hood,  which  toey  expeoted  to  have  had  horded 
to  them,  had  not  been  giren  to  them  at  a  suffi- 
ciently early  period  as  to  plaoe  them  in  funds  to 
meet  their  engagements  as  they  had  expeoted. 
The  eurrency  of  the  bonds  whidi  were  proposed 
to  be  issued  to  the  extent  of  £58,000,  would  ter- 
minate at  the  respeotire  dates  speciJfied  in  the 
schedule.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  read  a 
Moood  time. 

The  Hon.  Colonel '  WHITMOBE  said  the 
honoimhle  gentleman  would  perhaps  be  kind 
•noogh  to  inform  the  CSouncil  whether  this  money 
was  to  be  raised  in  this  oountry  or  in  England. 

*  The  Hon.  Dr.  F0LL£2f  said  the  peouliarity 
of  the  arrsngement  would  prevent  its  being  done 
oat  of  doors.  It  oould  be  conveniently  arranged 
l^  the  investment  of  funds  at  the  disposal  of  tho 
Oovemment;  so  that  the  whole  transaction  would 
be  carried  out  in  the  colony. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  without  amendment,  aucl  read  a 
third  time. 

ATTOENEY-aENERAL  BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  tiiat  between  the  time 
of  the  introduction  of  the  system  of  responsible 
government  into  this  colony  and  the  year  1866, 
the  Attorney-General  was  a  political  officer,  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Council  and  of  the 
Tcsponsible  G^overnment.  During  that  period, 
inconvenience  was  from  time  to  time  felt,  owins 
to  the  fact  that,  amone  elected  or  nominated 
members  of  the  Genenu  Assembly,  there  were 
few  gentlemen  of  the  legal  profession  who  were 
qualified  to  hold  the  office  of  Attorney* General. 
So  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  workine  of  the 
constitutional  system  was  greatly  impeded  by  the 
ciroumstanoe  that  it  was  found  difficult  for  parties 
on  either  side  always  to  be  sure  that  they  could 
obtain  a  gentleman  of  sufficient  standing  and 
high  qualilcations  willing  to  occupy  the  position 
of  Attorney-General  in  Parliament.  For  that  and 
for  other  reasons,  in  the  year  1866  it  was  decided 
that  the  Attorney- General  should  cease  to  be  a 
poUtical  officer,  and  to  be  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive or  of  either  House  of  the  Legislature.    From 
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that  time  until  within  the  last  few  years,  the 
office  of  Attorney -General  had  been  filled  by  one 
gentleman  who,  at  the  end  of  that  long  period 
of  service,  was  raised  to  the  highest  judicial 
position  in  the  colony.  The  office  of  Attorney- 
General  had  not  since  been  filled.  There  was 
an  understood  pledge  given  by  the  Government, 
in  another  place,  that,  before  the  office  was  again 
filled,  the  Assembly  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  its  opinion  whether  or  not  the  time 
had  arrived  when  the  office  of  Attorney- General 
might  again  be  made  a  political  office.  This  was 
the  question  which  was  embodied  in  the  Bill  of 
which  he  was  now  moving  the  second  reading, 
and  which  had  already  passed  in  another  place. 
It  provided  for  the  repeal  of  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral Act.  It  proposed  that  the  Governor  might 
appoint  au  Attorney-General,  and  it  also  contem- 
plated the  possibility  of  his  being  or  not  being  a 
political  officer  as  circumstances  might  render 
desirable,  and  as,  in  point  of  fact,  the  will  of  the 
Assembly  itself  would  practically  determine.  It 
provided,  finally,  that  nothing  in  the  Act  should 
authorize  the  appointment  of  more  than  seven 
members  of  the  Executive  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  said  there 
were  two  distinct  points  of  view  from  which  it  waa 
desirable  they  should  consider  this  Bill,  and  to 
both  of  these  considerations  he  would  venture  to 
invite  the  attention  of  honorable  members.  The 
first  consideration  was  as  regarded  the  political 
influence  attendant  upon  the  change  proposed  in 
the  Bill ;  and  the  second  was  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
posed change  upon  the  judicature  of  the  colony. 
The  latter  was  the  more  important  of  the  two 
considerations  that  weighed  on  his  mind  in  the 
decision  he  had  come  to  with  regard  to  the  Bill ; 
but  before  noticing  it,  he  would  first  refer  to  the 
other  point.  In  considering  the  political  influ- 
ence of  the  proposed  change,  it  was  fortunate 
that  they  had  not  to  fall  back  upon  mere  theory, 
but  had  the  advantage  of  having  proved  in  the 
past  the  working  of  both  systems.  For  the  last 
ten  years  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  had  not 
been  political  appointments  in  the  ordinary  signi- 
fication of  the  term,  and  the  consequence  was, 
that  when  it  had  been  necessary — and  it  had  very 
frequently  been  necessary — to  call  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  upon  any  par- 
ticular point,  they  had  with  the  greatest  confi- 
dence received  that  opinion,  and  he  did  not  know 
a  single  occasion  on  which  such  opinions  had 
been  called  into  question.  It  could  not  for  a 
moment  be  doubted  that,  had  those  gentlemen 
been  political  officers,  or  had  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral for  the  time  being  occupied  a  ministerial 
position,  the  respect  and  confidence  in  which 
those  opinions  had  been  deservedly  held  would 
not  have  been  entertained  for  them.  It  had  been 
said  that  every  lawyer  who  conducted  his  own 
case  had  a  fool  for  his  client.  Tho  same  simile 
showed  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  man,  how- 
ever clear  his  intellect,  to  be  entirely  uninflu- 
enced in  tho  consideration  of  a  case  in  which  he 
was  immediately  concerned — it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  proceed  to  its  consideration  without 
more  or  less  of  bias ;  and  if  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  held  political  offioee,  it  would  be  im- 
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poBsible  for  them,  in  the  oonfideration  of  the 
various  matters  to  which  their  att«Dtion  might 
be  invited,  not  to  labour  under  the  influence  of 
this  bias.  They  could  not  but  regard  the  various 
questions  referred  to  them  more  or  less  under  a 
political  bias.  Their  opinions  would  not  be  so 
reliable  as  would  otherwise  be  the  case,  and  the 
opinions  that  they  might  from  time  to  time  give 
would  not  be  received  with  the  same  amount  of 
confidence.  They  had  an  illustration  of  this  in 
what  had  only  very  recently  taken  place.  There 
was  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  recently  filled  the  office  of  Attorney- 
General  was  one  of  the  shrewdest  lawyers  in  the 
whole  community ;  and  yet  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  his  judgment  became  so  far  biassed  by 
the  political  position  he  held,  that  the  opinions  he 
gave  were  not  such  as  they  had  reason  to  believe 
they  would  have  been  under  other  circumstances, 
and  had  he  been  altogether  free  froixx  that  bias. 
Certainly  his  brethren  of  the  legal  profession  had 
almost  unanimously  arrived  at  a  different  con- 
clusion to  that  which  the  Attomoy-Gteneral  did. 
Then,  as  regarded  the  past,  it  might  fairly  be  as- 
sumed that  it  was  desirable  that  those  whose 
opinions  were  from  time  to  time  called  for,  as  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  should  not  labour 
under  the  bias  which  must  necessarily  attend 
'  Uiose  holding  political  offices.  At  the  same  time, 
the  experience  of  Uie  past  showed  that  where  the 
office  became  political,  the  judgment  became  more 
or  less  biassed,  and  it  was  impossible  to  rely  upon 
the  decisions  given  under  such  circumstances  as 
would  otherwise  be  the  case.  But  his  main  ob- 
jection to  this  BiU  was  based  upon  what  would  be 
its  consequences  upon  the  judicature  of  the  land. 
It  was  recognized  in  England  that  the  Attorney- 
General  had  a  presumptive  right  to  a  vacant 
Judgeship  or  Chief  Justiceship.  In  England 
there  was,  perhaps,  very  little  objection  to  that 
rule.  The  Attorney-General  of  England  must 
be  a  man  of  mark,  not  onlv  as  a  politician,  but  in 
his  profession ;  and  though  he  might  not  possess 
all  those  qualities  which  most  eminently  fitted 
men  for  judicial  positions,  yet  it  was  certain  that 
ho  would  possess  to  a  very  great  extent  the  con- 
fidence of  the  profession  to  which  he  belonged, 
and  that  he  would  be,  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  man, 
above  the  ordinary  run  of  his  peers.  He  thought, 
however,  that  the  system  wuich  prevailed  in 
England  could  not  with  advantage  be  introduced 
into  this  colony.  Nevertheless,  whenever  in  the 
colonies  the  Attorney-General  was  a  political 
officer,  that  syst-em  was  introduced  and  was  ac- 
knowledged. Only  recently,  there  was  a  vacancy 
in  the  Chief  Justiceship  of  South  Australia  i  and 
upon  this  plea,  that  the  Attorney-General  had  a 
prescriptive  right  to  that  position,  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  day  was  appointed  by  the  Ministry. 
Within  the  last  few  days  they  must  all  have  seen 
in  the  telegrams  a  notice  that  in  Yictoria  public 
attention  was  being  directed  to  this  same  subject, 
and  that  strong  feeling  was  being  elicited  in 
favour  of  some  change.  In  the  strife  of  parties, 
it  was  not  only  possible,  but  a  matter  of  extreme 
probability,  that  cases  might  arise  where  persons 
occupying  the  position  of  Attorney- Gteneral  would 
be  entirely  unfit  for  the  high  and  important 


office  of  Judge  or  Chief  Justice  of  this  land.  If 
persons  of  such  Ik  character  were  appointed  to 
such  a  position  in  consequence  of  their  political 
influence,  they  might  depend  upon  this,  Uiat  the 
character  of  our  judicature  would  be  lowered,  and 
there  would  not  be  for  the  future  the  same  con- 
fidence in  its  integrity,  in  its  high  character  and 
impartiality,  as  there  had  been  in  the  past,  and  as 
it  was  desirable  should  be  maintained  in  the 
future.  Before  the  Council  did  away  with  the 
existing  law,  it  ought  to  provide  for  this  case— it 
ought  to  provide  how  a  Judgeship  or  the  Chief 
Justiceship  should  be  filled  up  in  case  of  a 
vacancy  arising.  He  hoped  the  Council  would 
on  these  grounds  postpone  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  for  this  session.  Let  them  treat  it  as 
they  treated  the  Forest  Bill — a  Bill  which  they 
considered  faulty.  He  regarded  this  Bill  as  one 
of  the  utmost  importance.  Fft>m  the  mere  point 
of  view  of  the  Attorney-Generalship,  he  attached 
no  importance  to  it ;  but  from  the  other  veiy 
high  considerations  to  which  he  had  invited  the 
attention  of  the  Council  in  connection  with  its 
influence  upon  the  judicature  in  the  future,  he 
did  attach  the  very  highest  importance  to  it. 
Upon  that  ground,  he  hoped  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill  would  be  postponed  for  the 
present  session.  As  an  amendment  to  the  motion 
of  his  honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary,  be 
begged  to  move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  deeirod  to  aek  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker's  guidance  in  the  matter  of 
procedure.  A  report  was  brought  up  from  the 
Petitions  Committee  that  day,  recommending 
that,  on  the  order  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  a  petition  which  had  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  should  be  read  to  the  CounoQ ;  and  on 
that  ground  the  Petitions  Committee  xnade  no 
report  on  the  subject.  He  simply  wished  to  re- 
mind tjie  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  that  report.  Of 
course,  it  was  for  the  Council  to  say  wbether  or 
not  the  petition  should  be  read. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  thought  that  was 
the  proper  time  for  reading  the  petition. 

The  Clbre  then  read  the  petition. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  asked  how 
the  petition  came  into  possession  of  the  Council. 
He  could  hardly  understand  how  the  Council 
should  have  permitted  a  document  of  the  kind, 
reflecting  as  it  did  upon  the  Legislature  of  the 
colony,  to  be  received  without  some  comment. 
He  observed  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  petition 
reference  was  made  to  the  immoral  conduct  of 
the  Parliament,  or  terms  to  that  effect  were  used, 
and  the  whole  tone  of  the  petition  appeared  to  be 
exceedingly  improper.  He  would  have  voted 
against  its  being  received,  had  he  heard  it  read  at 
the  time. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAEEB  said  the  petition 
was  presented  in  due  course,  was  received  by  the 
Council,  was  remitted  as  a  matter  of  course  to  the 
Petitions  Committee  ;  and  when  it  had  sent  in  its 
report,  so  far  us  that  was  concerned,  the  petition 
was  in  order. 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  asked  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  might  be  read. 

The  report  was  accordingly  read. 
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The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB  Mid  they 
had  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  read  the  docu- 
ment which  the  Committee  thought  might  assist 
them  in  their  deliberations,  and  which  had  not 
assisted  him  at  all,  as  he  entirelj  dissented  from* 
all  it  contained.  With  regard  to  the  Bill,  he 
wonld  support  his  honorable  friend  in  his  amend- 
ment, for  the  simple  reason  that,  however  con- 
Tenient  at  the  present  time,  or  howeyer  much 
oonfidence  they  might  repose  in  the  gentleman 
who,  in  all  piobabilitj,  would  be  the  first  At- 
ftomej-Geneml  appointed  under  this  Act,  they 
mutt  not  forget  that  the  appointment  would  be  a 
•hnttleoook  of  politics ;  ana  it  would  be  exoeed- 
inglT  unlikely  taat  they  would  at  all  times  have 
aa  able  a  member  of  the  profesiion  in  that  j^aoe 
aa  the  gentleman  he  had  aUuded  to.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhonse  had  pointed  out  how  they  might 
affect  the  judicature  of  the  country.  He  {Colonel 
Whitmore)  would  say  something  as  to  how  it 
might  affect  the  poUtical  character  of  much  of 
their  legislation.  The  GoTcmment  were  bound, 
to  a  very  lar^  extent,  to  be  influenced  and 
glided  by  their  Attome^r-Oeneral  in  the  Bills 
they  brought  down ;  and  if  they  had  some  trum- 
nery  lawrer,  who  did  not  understand  his  pro- 
fession, but  who  was  nevertheless  a  man  of 
weight  in  politics,  there  was  yery  great  danger 
that  the  Cfoyemment  would  be  exceedingly  ill- 
advised.  Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
Ooyemment  paid  sufficient  salary  to  secure  the 
■errioes  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  gentlemen  of 
the  legal  profession,  they  could  at  all  times  de- 
pend upon  an  unbiassed  opinion  on  any  subject 
which  the  €K>yernment  might  submit  to  him  for 
his  advice.  Taking  another  ground  than  that,  he 
objected  to  hurriedly  passing  this  Amendment 
BUI,  which  would  wipe  out  the  deliberate  result  of 
the  ezpeflenoe  of  members  of  Parliament  for  many 
years,  before  the  Act  of  1866  was  brought  in. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  thousht  it  was  a 
matter  of  regret  that  the  petition  which  had  just 
been  read  hmd  not  been  more  carefully  sc'rutinized 
before  it  was  receiyed  by  the  Council ;  because, 
dearly,  it  testified  to  nothing  more  than  the  un- 
bounded self-esteem  of  the  vrriter,  and  his  general 
idea  that  the  appointment  of  an  Attorney-General 
under  this  Bill  would  demoralize  that  gentleman, 
by  bringing  him  into  contact  with  members  of 
the  Assembly  in  whichever  House  he  might  sit ; 
and  that  it  was  not  desirable  he  should  have  pri- 
vate practice,  the  probability  being  that  his  pos- 
■essine  that  privilege  would  tend  to  the  dimmu- 
tion  cf  the  practice  of  other  members  of  the  Bar. 
The  honorable  gentleman  who  had  moved  the 
amendment  had  dwelt  principally  upon  the  in- 
jurious effect  upon  the  Bench  which  the  passing 
of  this  Bill  might  lead  to,  and  had  referred  to 
instances  which  had  occurred  in  other  colonies  to 
bear  him  out  in  the  expectation  that  such  might 
be  the  case ;  but  he  thought  he  might  refer  to 
o«ur  experience  in  this  colony  as  to  the  effect  upon 
the  Bench  of  having  poUtioJ  Attorneys-General, 
during  the  longest  part  of  our  history  under  re- 
sponsible institutions.  As  the  Colonial  Secretary 
Bad  stated,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  fiom  the  earliest  days  of  the  colony  up  to 
1866,  tiia  Attomey-Geiimlship  was  a  poUtioal 


office,  held,  first  of  all,  by  a  member  of  the  Go- 
yemmeut  for  the  time  being,  and  subsequently, 
when  the  Constitution  Act  came  into  operation, 
the  Attorney-General  continued  to  be  a  Minister 
and  one  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  until 
1866.  He  did  not  think  there  was  anything  in 
their  experience,  during  the  period  in  which  the 
Attorney-General  was  a  political  officer,  that 
would  lead  them  to  entertain  any  apprehension 
of  such  an  appointment  exercising  an  evil  infiu- 
enoe  on  the  Bench.    If  they  looked  back  to  the 

Sntlemen  who  were  members  of  one  or  other 
ouse  of  Bepresentatiyes  during  that  period,  and 
who  held  the  ofBoe  of  Attorney-General,  they 
would  find  that  among  the  most  distinguished 
men— or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  those  who 
ranked  amongst  the  first  of  the  then  poUtical 
men — ^were  those  gentlemen  who  held  oat  posi- 
tion during  the  whole  of  that  time.  They  found 
amongst  them  the  names  of  Mr.  Sewell,  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Gillies,  Mr.  Whitaker,  and  Mr.  Prendergast, 
who  also  continued  to  be  Attorney-General  under 
the  new  system. 

An  Hox.  M^KBKK, — Mr.  Swainson. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  Mr.  Swamson 
was  Attorney-General  before  the  Constitution 
Act  came  into  operation,  and  continued  to  be 
Attorney-General  only  tiU  the  first  Government 
was  formed  under  the  Constitution  Act — the  Gt)- 
vemment  which  consisted  of  Mr.  Stafford  and 
Mr.  Richmond,  with  Mr.  Whitaker  as  Attorney- 
General.  They  ought  rather  to  draw'  from  their 
own  experience  than  to  apprehend  any  evil  con- 
sequences from  the  experiences  of  other  colonies. 
He  saw  nothing  in  their  own  experience  to  lead 
to  the  apprehension  that  there  would  be  any 
injurious  effect  in  the  office  being  a  political  one ; 
for  up  to  the  year  1866  the  Bench  undoubtedly 
occupied  a  position  not  less  distinguished,  not 
not  less  possessed  of  the  public  confidence,  than 
the  Bendi  did  now ;  and  in  stating  that,  he  did 
not  in  any  way  intend  to  refiect  upon  the  present 
constitution  of  the  Bench.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  might  say  that  the  confidence  of  tlio  public  in 
the  Bench  had  not  been  in  any  way  diminished 
since  the  year  1866.  If  the  holding  of  the  office  of 
Attorney-General  as  a  political  office  was  calcu- 
lated to  have  a  deteriorating  effect  upon  it,  or  to 
lessen  the  respect  in  which  the  Bench  was  held, 
surely  it  would  have  been  felt  during  the  period 
when  the  office  was  so  held,  or  at  a  subsequent 
period,  when  an  appointment  was  made  to  the 
Bench.  He  did  not  think  any  honorable  mem- 
ber would  contend  that  the  appointment  in  any 
way  had  tended  to  lessen  the  respect  in  which 
the  Bench  was  held,  and  he  thought  the  example 
they  could  draw  from  the  experience  of  the 
mother  country  could  in  no  way  lead  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  tenure  of  this  office  as  a  poli- 
tical one  would  be  likely  to  have  that  effect, 
for  they  knew  that  for  a  yery  long  period  the 
Attorney-General  in  the  United  Kingdom  looked 
to  immediate  promotion  to  the  Bench  after  a 
vacancy  occurred.  He  did  not  think  such  was 
always  the  case  in  this  colony ;  that  it  had  been 
so  at  a  certain  period  he  was  aware,  but  he  did 
not  think  it  had  been  always  so ;  and  he  appre- 
hended that  th^  confident  expectation  that  such 
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promotion  would  follow  the  appointment,  coald 
only  occur  in  rery  exceptional  circumstances 
henceforward.  He  had  expected  that  some  dis- 
appointment would  hare  been  expressed  that  they 
were  still  limited  to  the  number  oi  seyen  Ministers. 
If  a  new  Minister,  or  rather  one  of  the  Ministers, 
was  to  have  the  new  designation  of  Attorney- 
General,  he  feared  that  alone  would  not  induce 
him  to  relinquish  the  harder  seats  in  another 
place  for  the  softer  cushions  of  the  Council,  so 
that  they  would  soon  be  in  the  position  which  his 
honorable  and  gallant  friend  Colonel  Whitmore 
deprecated,  of  haring  the  Goyemment  represented 
by  only  one  member.  He  thought,  before  the 
tfill  passed  out  of  the  Council,  it  might  probably 
be  improTed  by  making  such  an  addition  as  would 
admit  of  an  increased  representation  of  the  Go- 
rernment  in  the  Council. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  part  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  yote  for  this  Bill  had  been 
so  well  expressed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  had  preceded  him,  that  he  would  trouble  the 
Council  with  yery  few  remarks ;  but  as  he  was 
ft  member  of  the  Qt>yemment  when  the  Act  of 
1866  was  passed,  he  thought  it  right  to  say,  that 
although  at  that  time  it  was  desirable  that  the 
office  of  the  Attomey-Gheneral  should  be  a  politi- 
cal one,  the  position  of  affairs  had  so  yery 
much  changed  that  he  thought  now,  not  that 
it  was  indispensable  thnt  the  office  should  be  a 
political  one,  but  that  it  should  be  open  to  the 
voyemment  to  make  it  a  political  one  if  they 
found  it  necessary.  At  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  Act  of  1866,  there  were  but  two  legal  gentle- 
men in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  Mr. 
Brandon  and  the  late  Mr.  Borlase.  Now,  the 
number  of  lawyers  in  the  other  House  was  yery 
much  larger.  At  that  time,  if  the  Goyemment 
had  been  under  the  necessity  of  selecting  an  Attor- 
ney-Gheneral  in  the  House,  their  choice  would 
haye  been  yery  restricted,  but  now  things  were 
rerj  different.  The  number  of  professional  men 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes  was  large,  and 
the  amount  of  professional  learning  which  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  questions  under  discussion 
was  yery  much  larger  than  formerly,  and  there- 
fore he  presumed  the  Goyemment  felt  that  it  was 
exceedingly  desirable  that  they  should  be  assisted 
by  a  professional  gentleman  on  their  own  bench. 
He  thought  there  was  yery  great  force  in  that 
argument,  and  that  the  G^rernment  at  present 
was  under  a  yery  unfair  disadvantage,  deprived, 
in  the  presence  of  so  many  professional  men,  of 
the  assistance  of  a  legal  colleague  in  the  person  of 
the  Attorney-General.  Therefore,  for  the  proper 
conduct  of  parliamentary  business,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  he  thought  the  time  had  arrived 
when  it  was  desirable  they  should  revert  to  the 
arrangement  which  had  preyailed  during  tho 
greater  part  of  their  constitutional  career,  namely, 
having  a  political  Attorney- General.  He  hoped 
honorable  members  would  bear  in  mind,  not  only 
the  manner  in  which  the  Goyemment  business 
was  to  bo  conducted  in  that  Council,  but  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  to  be  conducted  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  To  his  mind, 
this  appeared  to  be  the  strongest  argument  that 
oould  be  brought  forward  for  the  proposed  change, 


—namely,  that  it  was  almost  necessary  for  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  Goyemment  business  in 
the  other  House  that  there  should  be  a  lenl 
gentleman  upon  the  Goverament  benches.  He 
'hoped  the  Council  would  not  think  lightly  of  that 
necessity,  and  would  not  throw  any  impediment 
in  the  way  of  what  appeared  to  be  the  wish,  not 
only  of  the  Government,  but  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  For  that 
reason  he  would  yote  for  the  Bill.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  had  requested,  and  he  thought 
in  that  request  was  supported  by  the  Hod. 
Colonel  Whitmore,  that  the  Bill  might  be  de- 
ferred until  next  session,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  pass  it  until  some  distinct  proyision 
had  been  made  with  regard  to  the  appKiintment 
of  Judges.  He  did  not  see  the  necessity  for 
that.  There  was  no  necessity  for  postponing 
this  Bill  on  that  account,  because  it  was  in  the 
hie;hest  degree  improbable,  in  the  first  {dace,  con- 
sidering the  changes  which  had  lately  taken 
place  on  the  Bench,  that  there  would  be  a 
vacancy  yery  soon  ;  and  in  the  second  plaoe,  if 
a  vacancy  did  occur,  he  thought  it  was  in  the 
highest  degree  improbable  that  the  gentleman 
who  would  most  likely  be  appointed  to  the  offioe 
of  Attorney-General,  if  this  Bill  passed,  would  pot 
in  a  claim  to  a  Judgeship.  Therefore  the  danger 
apprehended  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  was, 
to  his  mind,  altogether  a  visionary  one.  If  Par- 
liament thought  it  desirable  next  session  to  make 
some  different  provision  to  that  which  now  existed, 
and  the  necessity  for  which  he  did  not  himself 
see,  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  Judges,  it 
would  be  open  for  it  to  do  so,  and  the  passing  of 
this  Bill  would  not  preclude  it  from  dohag  so. 
He,  for  his  own  part,  considering  what  had  taken 
place  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  Judges 
in  this  colony  while  they  had  a  political  Attorney- 
General,  did  not  see  any  great  necessity  for  a 
change.  For  these  reasons,  and  considering  the 
very  weak  arguments  which  had  been  brought 
forward  against  the  Bill— they  had  been  a  mere 
{^ea  for  delay,  a  delay  which  must  be  productive 
of  very  considerable  embarrassment — he  trusted 
honorable  members  would  not  hesitate  to  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time. 

•The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  was  sorry  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had  made  ont  such  a  bad  case  for 
the  Government.  He  said  the  law  was  all  against 
him,  or  what  was  tantamount  to  tlwt.  He  (Cap- 
tain Eraser)  was  in  favour  of  a  non-political  At- 
tomey-Gtenerel.  If  there  was  a  political  Attor- 
ney-General, his  opinions  would  have  an  involun- 
tary bias.  Being  a  partisan,  his  judgment  would 
naturally  be  biassed.  The  late  Attorney-General 
gave  an  opinion  on  the  Ist  December,  1874,  which 
would  never  have  been  given  by  a  partisan  Attor- 
ney-General. He  said  he  saw  no  room  for  doubt 
about  the  abolition  of  provinces  being  ultra  eiret; 
but  as  there  were  doubts  expressed,  he  recom- 
mended the  Government  to  apply  to  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  in  England  ;  and  if  they 
did  not  take  a  favourable  view  of  the  matter, 
the  Government  should  have  a  Bill  brought  in. 
Would  any  partisan  Attorney-Qeneral  have  done 
that?  It  was  Yerj  much  to  be  regretted  that 
the  Government  did  not  take  tlie  advioe  oi  the 
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lUe  Attornej-Genenl  on  thai  oec«tion.  It  did 
not  much  matter  who  they  had  ae  Attorney- 
General  in  this  country,  because  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  would  make  Tery  good  Roman 
Oatholioe.  No  matter  who  was  appointed  to 
office, — if  they  took  an  ordinary  lawyer  from  an 
ordinary  firm  and  made  him  Attorney-General, 
his  opinion  would  be  considered  infallible.  If 
they  took  a  clodhopper  and  put  him  on  the  Go- 
Tcmment  benches  to-morrow,  words  of  wisdom 
iroold  be  expected  to  fall  from  his.  lips.  He 
would  rote  for  the  postponement  of  this  Bill. 

Hie  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that,  from  his 
oxperience  of  the  Attorney-General  as  a  poli- 
tieal  officer,  he  must  say  he  was  distinctly  in 
lliTour  of  the  office  being  a  non-political  one.  It 
must  be  known  to  the  Hon.  the  Speaker,  and 
to  everybody  else  who  had  had  experience  of 
▲ttoni«ys-General,  when  holding  portfolios  in 
the  Goremment  that,  out  of  respect  and  friend- 
■hip  for  their  legal  colleague,  when  they  really 
wanted  a  clear  unbiassed  riew  ef  their  legal  posi- 
tion on  any  question,  they  had  recourse,  not  to 
their  colleague,  bat  to  the  Assistant  Law  Officer, 
lliat  was  inrariably  the  case — speaking  at  any 
xale  of  his  own  experience.  Of  course  he  could 
mderetAud  rery  well  that  in  another  place  the 
assistance  of  a  gentleman  accustomed  to  plead  all 
sorts  of  things  before  all  sorts  of  audiences  might 
be  of  great  adTantage  to  the  Goremment ;  yet 
he  had  often  known  political  Attorneys-General 
who  landed  their  colleagues  in  complications 
which  they  probably  would  hare  escaped  had 
they  not  had  the  assistance  of  so  ingenious  and 
able  an  adrocate  as  a  political  Attorney-Gkneral. 
Of  eourse  his  honorable  friend's  experience  might 
have  been  different.  He  might  hare  found  that 
•ssiastance  from  his  legal  colleague  which  he  (Mr. 
Mantell)  did  not  find.  He  had  no  reason  to  com- 
I^n  on  any  occasion  of  not  having  receired  the 
meet  kindly  and  ready  assistance  from  Attorneys- 
General  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  quite  con- 
scious that  in  getting  opinions  from  them,  he  was 
getting  an  opinion  from  politicians  who  took  a 
particular  riew  of  a  public  question,  and  he  pre- 
ferred, for  his  own  sake,  to  get  legal  opinions 
which  he  had  no  reason  to  suppose  were  dictated 
by  any  such  influence.  As  to  the  petition  read 
to  the  Council,  he  had  only  to  state  that  it 
was  a  petition  that  the  Council  itself  saw  fit  to 
refer  to  the  Petitions  Committee,  and  that  that 
Committee  was  perfectly  right  in  suggesting  that 
the  course  laid  down  in  such  cases  by  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  should  be  adopted.  Of  course,  it  bad 
its  defeote,  likeerery  other  petition.  It  showed  a 
certain  amount  of  the  idiosjncracies  of  the  writer, 
and  which,  no  doubt,  to  those  who  knew  the  gen- 
tleman— lie  had  not  that  pleasure — were  by  no 
means  unexpected.  At  the  same  time,  he  did  not 
fee  any  trace  of  its  being  meant  to  show  any  dis- 
respect to  the  Council  or  the  Goyemment.  He 
was  sorry  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  should  have  changed 
hia  opinion  sincif  1806.  He  thought  the  course 
then  taken  was  a  decidedly  proper  one.  Prior 
to  that  time,  it  was  necessary  to  hare  Attor- 
]Mjs*GI«Beral  as  collMgues  who  held  very  con- 
liderable  positions.  fx>r  instance,  Mr.  Sewell} 
if  he   remembered  aright,  was   a   member   oi 


Mr.  Fox's  Ministiy,  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  time  he  held  office  as  Attorney-Gene- 
ral without  being  a  member  of  the  Cabinet, 
and  without  taking  any  political  responsibility. 
However,  Mr.  Sewell's  opinions,  they  all  knew, 
were  excellent  and  ready,  and — well,  they  were 
Mr.  Sewell's  opinions  at  any  rate.  They  were 
opinions  which  did  not  meet  with  the  general 
concurrence  of  his  learned  brethren.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  said  it  did  not  follow  as  a  matter  of 
course  that  the  Attorney- General  would  be  en- 
titled to  claim  a  vacancy  in  the  Bench.  How- 
ever, he  (Mr.  Mantell)  thought  that  the  other 
members  of  the  legal  profession  could  not  think 
he  would  be  acting  justly  towards  his  learned 
brethren  if  he  accepted  office  without  stipulating 
for  any  Judgeship  that  would  iall  vacant  during 
his  tenure  of  office.  Even  if  he  did  not  contem- 
plate the  possibility  of  accepting  promotion  him- 
self, he  would  make  the  stipulation,  on  the  plea 
that  he  did  it  in  justice  to  his  learned  brother 
who  might  succeed  him  as  political  Attorney-  ■ 
General.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  Hon.  lur. 
Hall,  that  the  assistance  of  a  legal  member  of  the 
Government  in  conducting  debates  was  very 
valuable ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
on  that  ground  that  the  gentleman  should  hold  a 
legal  office.  He  imagined  that  the  gentleman's 
law  would  be  just  as  good,  and  his  guidance 
would  be  just  as  efficient,  if  he  were  called  Post- 
master-General, Commissioner  of  Customs,  or 
anything  else.  If  they  wanted  the  assistance  of 
a  skilled  pleader  in  the  other  House  of  Legis- 
lature, let  them  avail  themselves  of  his  services ; 
but  it  did  not  at  all  follow  that  he  should  hold  a 
professional  office.  He  had  known  cases  in  which 
medical  gentlemen  had  been  of  great  use  on  the 
Government  benches ;  but  still  they  did  not  on 
that  account  create  the  office  of  DcK^r-General, 
or  anything  of  that  sort.  They  might,  when  thoy 
developed  a  little  more  propriety,  and  a  little 
more  of  that  morality  which  was  so  frequently 
mentioned  in  the  petition  just  read,  require  a 
reverend  gentleman ;  but  they  would  not  neces- 
sarily appoint  him  to  some  new  ecclesiastical 
office,  and  establish  an  ecclesiastical  department 
under  him.  It  was  not  necessary  that  a  legal 
member  of  the  Government  should  hold  a  pro- 
fessional office ;  and  he  should  be  very  sorrv  in- 
deed if  the  Council  consented,  at  any  rate  witnout 
Airther  consideration,  to  pass  this  Bill,  respecting 
sn  Act  which  was  very  well  considered,  and  had 
hsd  a  good  efiect. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON,  referring  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mensies,  who 
had  cited  in  support  of  the  Bill  the  experience  of 
the  past,  said  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  the 
psst  had  given  no  experience.  The  Judges,  with 
the  exception  of  recent  appointments,  were  offered 
and  accepted  their  Judgeships  in  England.  No 
deaths  had  occurred,  and  until  the  retirement  of 
the  late  Chief  Justice,  no  opportunity  accrued  to 
an  Attomey-Gh»neral  to  c^m  his  prerogative; 
therefore  experience  could  not  be  said  to  have 
shown  that  the  elevation  to  the  Bendi  of  a  politi- 
cal Attorney-General  had  worked  well  orotherwise. 
If  it  could  be  conceived  that  his  honorable  friend 
the  Colonial  Becretary  should,  by  torna  pptntian 
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in  another  place,  have  to  be  remored  from  the 
position  lie  now  occupied,  and  that  the  Oppori- 
tion  occupied  the  Ministerial  seats,  he  could  fancy 
there  might  be  the  appointment  of  an  Attorney- 
General  who,  if  he  claimed  the  high  office  of  a 
seat  on  the  Bench  in  the  case  of  the  death  of  any 
of  the  present  Judges,  might  not  be  satisfactory 
to  the  country ;  and  he  thought  such  a  view  as 
that  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  He  did  not 
think  it  followed  necessarily  that  all  those  who 
were  made  political  Attorneys-General  should,  in 
the  ojcs  of  the  country,  be  of  that  distinction 
to  merit  a  seat  on  the  Bench. 
.  •  Tlie  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  the  OouncU 
would  not  aooept  the  amendment  of  his  honor- 
able friend  Mr.  Waterhouse,  and  refuse  to  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  read  now  a  second  time.  The 
argument  which  his  honorable  iriend  had  based 
upon  nliat  he  was  pleased  to  call  the  presciiptiTe 
right  of  the  Attorney-General  to  any  vacant 
Judgeship  had  been  answered  sufficiently  by 
honorable  members  who  had  already  spoken  on 
this  subject.  He  (Dr.  Pollen)  denied  that  any 
such  prescriptive  right  existed  in  this  colony,  or 
could  fairly  be  pleaded  in  support  of  such  a  claim ; 
and  if  it  could  be  pleaded,  he  denied  that  any 
Government  could  relieve  itself  of  the  responsi- 
bility which  devolved  upon  it  for  the  appoint- 
ments that  were  recommended  to  be  macte  by  it 
to  the  Judicial  Bench  of  the  colony.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  several  vacancies  in  the  Bench  occurred 
before  the  passing  of  "  The  Attorney-General  Act, 
1866,"  but  none  of  the  Attorneys-General  who 
were  then  in  office  availed  themselves,  or  thought 
of  claiming  for  themselves,  any  prescriptive  right 
to  bo  pla<^  upon  the  Bench ;  on  the  contrary, 
when  a  vacancy  occurred,  one  of  the  holders  of 
that  office,  Mr.  Sewell,  recommended  that  an  ap- 
plication should  be  made  to  the  judicial  autho- 
rities in  England  to  select  and  send  out  a  fitting 
Serson  as  a  Judge.  And  when  a  vacancv  occurred 
uring  the  time  that  his  honorable  friend  Mr. 
Whitaker  was  Attomev-G«neral,  he  did  not  set  up 
any  prescriptive  claim  for  that  appointment.  The 
only  occasion  when  an  Attomey-Gheneral  in  this 
colony  had  been  raised  to  the  Judicial  Bench  was 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Prendergast ;  but  his  claim  to 
that  position  was  not  based  upon  any  presoriptive 
right,  such  as  that  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  TVater- 
house  referred  to,  but  upon  the  specific  promise 
which  was  made  to  him  as  one  of  the  conditions 
of  his  accepting  the  office  of  Attorney-General  in 
1867,  that  he  should  have  the  first  vacapc^  that 
occurred  on  the  Judicial  Bench.  The  other  mcon- 
venienoe  which  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Water- 
house  pointed  out  was  this  :  that  in  case  of  there 
being  a  political  Attorney-General,  the  House  of 
Assembly  would  be  deprived  of  the  independent 
and  unbiassed  advice  upon  local  questions  which 
they  had  hitherto  received.  The  appointment  of 
a  political  Attorney-General  would  not  deprive 
the  country  or  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the 
assistance  of  the  permanent  -Law  Officer  of  the 
colony.  There  would  stiJl  be  a  Solicitor-General 
and  a  permanent  officer  to  whom  the  House  of  As- 
sembly could  have  recourse  in  the  future  as  they 
had  had  in  the  past ;  and  supposing  for  a  moment 
that  a  poUtioal  Attorney-General  would  venture 


to  imperil  his  reputation  as  a  professional  man  hj 
giving  a  biassed  and  misleading  opinion  for  poU- 
tical  purposes,  there  would  always  be  behind  him 
an  officer  to  whom  the  Assembly  could  have  re- 
course, and  who  would  be  beyond  the  suspicion 
of  party  bias.  There  was  another  view  of  the 
question  which  ought  to  have  some  weight,  and 
which  he  hoped  would  have  some  weight  with 
honorable  gentlemen — and  that  was,  that  the 
passing  of  uiis  Bill  may  enable  the  Government 
to  make  an  arrangement  for  having  an  additional 
Minister  in  the  OouncU,  a  desire  for  which  was 
expressed  with  i^  great  deal  of  unanimity  on  a 
recent  occasion.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had  pointed 
out  that,  in  the  conduct  of  the  Government  ban- 
ness  in  the  Assembly,  where  there  was  now  such 
a  large  iuAision  of  what  he  might  call  the  legal 
element,  the  €h>vemment  were  constantly  placed 
at  great  disadvantage  from  the  fact  that  they 
had  nobodv  by  their  side  who  could  take  up  and 
immediately  dispose  of  a  legal  argument.  It  was 
not  always  possible  for  a  layman  to  do  that ;  and 
the  consequence  was  very  great  embarrassment, 
obstruction  to  business,  and  confusion,  where 
such  power  did  not  exist  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  where  it  did  exist  on  the  other 
side.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  not  foi^et 
the  fact  that  this  BiU  had  been  passed  with  a 
very  large  measure  of  concurrence  in  another 
place;  and  that,  in  dealing  with  this  question, 
it  would  not  put  the  mere  convenience  of  post- 
poning it  for  another  year  in  opposition  to 
the  views  which  had  been  expressed  there,  by  the 
passing  of  the  Bill,  as  to  the  necessity  for  the 
change  which  was  proposed  to  be  made.  He 
again  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Council  would 
not  accept  the  motion  of  his  honorable  friend, 
but  would  allow  the  BiU  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'now'  pro- 
posed to  be  omitted,  stand  part  of  the  question ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
foUowing  result : — 

Ayes         U 

Noes         9 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Adand, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  CampbeU, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Hall, 


Atbb. 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Dr.  PoUen, 

Major  Bichmond,  C.B. 

Mr.  Bussell. 
Noes. 

Mr.  ManteU, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Mr.  Waterhouse. 


Mr.  OhamberUn, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Lient.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Amendment  negatived,  and  BiU  read  a  second 
time. 
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On  the  motion,  That  this  BiU  be  read  a  third 
time, 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  said  he  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  taking  exception  to  third 
readings.  He  eenerallj  liked  to  fight  a  Bill  on 
the  second  reading ;  and  if  he  was  defeated  then, 
he  contented  himself  with  the  action  he  had  taken 
on  that  occasion,  and  did  not  seek  to  combat  the 
Bill  anj  further.  It  so  happened,  however,  with 
reference  to  this  measure,  that  he  was  unfor- 
tanatelj  absent  when  the  second  reading  was 
nnder  consideration ;  hot  there  were  oircam- 
stances  connected  with  this  Bill  of  such  a  char- 
acter that,  when  it  was  proposed  to  be  read  a 
thifd  time,  he  could  not  content  himself  without 
stating  the  reasons  which  influenced  him  to  give 
a  Tote  against  the  measure.  He  might  state  that 
the  proposition  to  endow  the  Harbour  Board  with 
proper^  of  the  character  referred  to  in  the  Bill 
was,  under  ordinary  oirenmstanoes,  a  proposition 
whidi  would  meet  with  his  concurrence.  He 
thought  it  right  that  Harbour  Boards  should 
have  reserfca  that  were  set  apart  for  the  purpose 
of  quays,  and  that  the  profits  arising  from  such 
reserves  should  be  devoted  to  harbour  improve- 
ments. He  likewise  recognised  that  in  the  case 
of  Port  Chalmers  there  was  a  gmt  work  to  be 
done,  and  that  it  was  of  essentisi  importance  that 
the  Harbour  Board  should  be  endowed  with  suf- 
ficient funds  to  perform  those  works  efficiently. 
But  there  were  two  ways  of  doing  a  thing — a 
right  way  and  a  wrons  way ;  and  his  objection  to 
this  Bill  was  simply  that  Uie  wrone  way  had  been 
adopted.  Th^  should  not  and  thev  ought  not 
altogether  to  ignore  the  history  of  this  Bill.  It 
was  introduced  into  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  by  a  gentleman  whose  name  stood  at 
the  head  of  it,  Mr.  Stout,  for  one  narticular 
object.  At  the  time  the  Bill  in  the  regular  course 
of  business  was  called  on,  that  honomble  gentle- 
man was  away.  It  was  usual  upon  such  occasions 
for  the  Bill  to  lapse  till  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  it  was  in  his  place  to  see  it  through 
the  House.    In  this  case,  however, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  rose  to  a  point 
of  order.  He  thought  the  honorable  gentleman 
could  not  refer  to  the  proceedings  in  another 
nlacff. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  said  he  was 
merely  alluding  to  an  historical  point,  to  facts 
which  could  not  be  controverted,  facts  which  had 
now  passed  into  history,  and  were  as  much  the 
history  of  this  place  as  anvthing  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  town  during  the  last  month. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HAL£  would  submit  that  the 
same  might  be  said  of  almost  every  proceeding  in 
another  oranch  of  the  Legislature,  even  during 
the  present  session,  and  down  to  a  late  period  of 
the  previous  day,  or  that  morning.  They  were 
all  matters  of  history. 

•The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB  said  it  was  an 
acknowledged  principle  in  parliamentary  law  that 
no  notice  should  be  taken  of  any  debate  in 
another  House  during  the  same  session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  would  then 
pot  a  hypothetical  case.  If  a  Bill  were  intro- 
dneed  into  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  by 
one  honorable  member  for  one  specific  purpose ; 
if  that  honorable  member  happened  to  be  away 
from  his  place  at  the  time  thatBill  was  called  on  $ 


if  then  another  honorable  member,  adverse  to 
the  Bill,  rose  in  his  place,  took  charge  of  the  Bill, 
against  the  ordinary  rules  of  Parliament,  and  en- 
tirely reversed  the  object  of  the  Bill,  so  as  to  give 
it  an  absolutely  different  meaning :  would  that  be 
considered  a  right  mode  of  procesding,  and  would 
the  second  branch  of  the  Legislature — the  conser- 
vative branch  of  the  Legislature— be  justified  in 
regarding  it  as  a  right  course  of  proceeding  ?  If 
such  a  course  were  adopted,  would  it  not  be 
essentiaUv  within  the  duty  of  the  conservative 
branch  or  the  Legislature  to  impose  some  delay, 
however  right  the  Bill  might  be  in  other  respects  P 
His  objection  to  this  Bill  was  based  upon  a  feeling 
of  this  sort :  that,  however  right  the  Bill  might 
be  in  itself,  or  however  desirable,  the  right  mode 
of  introducing  it  into  Parliament  had  not  been 
adopted.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  some  delay  should  be  interposed,  in 
order  that  the  measure  might  pass  through  Par- 
liament in  a  more  fitting  and  becoming  manner. 
Simply  for  that  reason,  he  would  oppose  the  third 

reacting  of  the  BilL  

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  thought  the  first 
remark  the  honorable  sentleman  made  explained 
altogether  the  rest  of  his  observations.  He  was 
quite  certain  that  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  been  in  his  place  during  the  time  the  second 
reading  was  discussed,  and  still  more  if  be  had 
been  in  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  when  it  was 
considered  there,  he  would  have  seen  that  there 
was  no  reason  to  raise  the  objections  he  had  just 
started.  Every  member  of  the  Council  now 
knew  that  this  land  was  originally  granted  for 
the  purpose  of  wharves  and  quavs  ;  but  after  a 
time,  bcNsause  there  was  no  Board  to  administer 
the  endowments,  and  because  all  accommodation 
for  the  purposes  of  wharves  and  quays  was  pro- 
vided by  the  Provincial  G-overnment,  tills  reserve, 
among  some  others  in  the  city  of  Dunodin,  was 
given  over  to  the  Corporation.  Some  of  the  re- 
serves were  invested  in  the  Corporation,  who  had 
absolute  power  over  them.  Others,  including  the 
one  in  question,  were  given  over  to  the  Corpora- 
tion simply  for  management.  In  the  Ordinance 
whereby  the  management  was  given  to  the  Corpo- 
ration that  was  distinctly  stated,  as  was  also  the 
purpose  for  which  the  grant  was  made.  Since 
then,  however,  this  particular  reserve  had  been 
found  to  yield  a  good  rental  of  between  £800 
and  £400  a  year,  and  the  Corporation  not  very 
unnaturally  supposed  that  they  could  more  use- 
fully apply  that  rental  than  the  Harbour  Board 
which  was  subsequently  formed.  They  found 
that,  inasmuch  as  a  railway  cut  through  this 
reserve,  that  the  land  was  reclaimed,  and  that 
more  was  about  to  be  reclaimed,  the  reserve  could 
never  be  used  for  wharves  and  quays.  It  was 
true  the  land  could  never  be  used  for  that  pur- 
pose, still  it  could  be  made  a  most  valuable  and 
useful  endowment  for  the  Harbour  Board  to 
form  wharves  and  quays  elsewhere.  These  two 
great  powers  could  not  manage  the  matter  be- 
tween themselves;  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
Corporation,  this  Bill  was  brought  in  to  secure 
the  reserve  for  that  body.  Naturally  enough,  the 
Harbour  Board,  on  proving  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  the  purposes  to  vhicR  the  laud 
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wai  oriffinallj  destined,  seonred  ihe  alteration  of 
the  Bill  in  lach  a  way  aa  to  derote  the  land  to 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally  inteqded. 
He  did  not  see  that  the  honorable  members  in 
another  place  or  in  the  Council  were  in  any  way 
more  to  blame  for  the  particular  yiew  they  had 
taken  of  the  matter  than  any  man  of  the  commu- 
nity would  be  in  defending  himself  against  an- 
other man  of  the  community  who  thought  that 
the  money  in  the  first  party's  pocket  oould  be 
more  usefully  applied  by  himself.  Those  who  sup- 
ported this  J3iU  would  be  yery  much  in  the  same 
position  as  a  man  who  defended  himself  aainst 
one  who  desired  to  pick  his  pocket.  The  Bill,  aa 
U  now  stood,  reetored  the  resenre  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  originally  destined.  In  the 
Waste  Jjands  Committee,  the  schedule  was  found 
to  be  defective;  and  in  order  that  there  might 
be  no  mistake  on  that  point,  the  schedule  was 
altered,  and  that  which  was  now  attached  to  the 
Bill  was  copied  from  the  Crown  grant.  That,  he 
thought,  was  the  most  conclusiTe  proof  that  the 
present  object  of  the  Bill  was  the  right  one. 

The  Hon.  Bir.  CAMPBELL  was  not  going  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  only  reason  why  they  were  asked  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  to  throw  it  out  was, 
tliat  the  manner  in  which  its  early  stages  were 
conducted  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes  did 
not  meet  with  his  approval.  Now,  he  ventured 
to  suggest,  it  was  not  lor  the  Council  to  inquire 
how  the  Bill  arriyed  at  that  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  a  particular  form.  All  they  knew  of  it 
was  tliat  it  was  submitted  to  them,  and  had 
undergone  consideration.  The  honorable  genUe- 
mau  seemed  to  object  to  the  Bill,  because  the 
promoter  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
was  not  in  his  place  when  it  was  called  on  for 
second  reading,  and  because  it  was  then  taken 
charge  of  by  some  other  honorable  member,  and 
certain  o Iterations  were  made  while  it  passed 
through  Committee,  fie  did  not  with  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  the  qmestion  ;  but  he  desired  to  say 
that  if  they  were  to  review  everything  that  took 
plaoe  elsewhere,  they  would  find  themselves  in  a 
very  difficult  position  in  regard  to  a  great  many 


The  Hon.  Captain  FBAfiEB  had  been  influ- 
enced all  along  by  the  fiust,  that  some  time  ago 
the  Legislature  gave  power  to  the  Municipal  Cor- 
poration of  Dunedin  to  borrow  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  and  this  reserve  was  shown  in  London  as 
a  collateral  asset.  He  was  informed,  by  a  banker 
in  Wellington,  that  if  the  Legislature  now  diverted 
the  reserve,  and  gave  it  to  the  Harbour  Board,  it 
would  be  a  breooh  of  faith  with  the  bondholders, 
would  depreoiate  the  credit  of  the  colony  in 
London,  and  make  it  almost  impossible  to  float 
any  other  local  loans.  He  was  entirely  influenced 
in  his  opposition  to  the  Bill  by  that  fact,  which 
was  elicited  before  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  was  glad  that  the 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser  had  explained  the  reason 
why  he  had  opposed  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  for  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had  shown 
good  grounds  for  opposing  it,  he  sympathized  so 
strongly  -mth.  the  honorable  gentleman  that  he 


would  have  supported  him;  but  the  argument 
which  ho  had  broueht  forward  was  so  weak,  that 
he  had  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  confirming 
what  had  already  been  done  in  ihe  Council  with 
regard  to  this  measure.  That  gentleman  had 
told  them  that  these  reserves,  which  the  Corpora- 
tion only  held  in  trust,  were  absolutely  exhibited 
as  security,  and  money  borrowed  on  the  strength 
of  that  representation. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  explained  that 
he  never  said  tliat  the  money  was  borrowed, 
but  that  the  reserves  were  shown  as  collateral 
security. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KOBINSON.— Exactly ;  that 
the  document,  the  Crown  grant,  the  title,  or 
whatever  it  might  be,  for  this  reserve  was  ex- 
hibited as  collateral  security  for  money  the  Cor- 
poration was  about  to  borrow.  Now,  he  thought, 
in  the  ordinary  ooucse  of  borrowing,  when  people 
who  lend  money  to  Corporations  had  such  a 
document  presented  to  tbiem,  and  were  asked  to 
lend  money  on  the  strength  of  it,  they  would 
ascertain  for  themselves,  before  they  advanced 
that  money,  whether  there  was  really  a  good  title 
to  the  land  which  the  Corporation  alleged  they 
possessed.  It  seemed  to  him,  in  this  case,  that 
It  was  impossible  for  them  to  have  done  anything 
of  the  kind,  inasmuch  as  it  was  clearly  shown 
that  this  land  never  wae  in  the  possession  of  the 
Corporation,  except  to  be  held  in  trust,  the  Cor- 
poration receiving  the  rents.  That  body  had  had 
a  good  milch  cow  for  some  years  past,  and,  from 
what  he  had  heard  in  the  Council,  he  understood 
they  had  been  in  receipt  of  £800  or  £400  a  year 
from  the  reserves.  It  was  natural  that  a  body 
haying  been  in  the  receipt  of  such  a  large  sum 
per  annum,  no  matter  how  they  derived  it,  would 
be  reluctant  to  dispossess  themselves  of  the  souroe 
of  income.  This  question  was  brought  before  the 
Committee,  and  was  clearly  gone  into  there.  It 
had  also  been  discussed  in  the  House,  and  it  had 
been  clearly  shown  that  this  land  was  really  in- 
tended, in  iAie  first  instance,  as  an  endowment  for 
the  Harbour  Board.  It  had,  he  thought,  been 
clearly  shown  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  that  Mr. 
Domett,  at  the  time  the  reserves  were  made,  gave 
them  a  particular  designation,  as  indicating  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  intended,  and  they 
were  called  wharves  and  quays,  whidi  showed 
that  they  were  to  be  an  endowment  for  the  har- 
bour. They  had  nothing  to  do  vrith  the  question 
of  how  this  measure  came  into  the  Council.  It 
was  brought  down,  and  it  was  for  them  to  con- 
sider whether  it  was  a  right  and  proper  Bill. 
That  question  had  been  fully  discussed,  and  the 
Coun<nl  had  come  to  the  condusiou,  and  from 
good  evidence,  that  this  reserve  belonged  to  the 
Harbour  Board,  and  for  these  reasons  he  would 
support  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  PATEBSON  said  that  when 
the  BiU  was  being  discussed  at  its  second  reading 
he  opposed  it,  and  voted  against  it,  not  on  the 
ground  which  was  now  raised  as  to  proceedings 
adopted  with  reference  to  it  ebewhere,  but  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  itself.  No  doubt, -those  circumstances 
were  referred  to  on  the  second  reading,  and 
weighed  considerably  in  influencing  some  mem- 
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ben  of  the  Council  with  regard  to  the  Bill  itself; 
but,  apart  from  these  proceedings  altogether,  he 
still  thought  the  measure  was  a  mistake.  There 
could  be  no  question  that  the  fact  of  the  re- 
aerre  haring  been  named  as  it  had  been  was  thb 
original  cause  of  all  the  mistakes  that  had  taken 
place.  As  had  been  stated  before,  the  land  was 
no  lon^r  suitable  for  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  originally  intended ;  for  instead  of  being  the 
boundary  between  the  town  and  the  waterside, 
•a  it  waa  formerly,  it  was  now  situated  in  the 
centre  of  the  town.  ("  No,  no.")  It  might  not  be 
litendly  speaking  in  the  centre  of  the  town  ;  but  it 
wma  so  much  so  that  there  was  a  large  accumula- 
tion of  l^id  between  it  and  the  water,  so  that  it 
could  no  longer  be  used  for  whanres  and  quays. 
Besides,  as  had  been  mentioned  during  the  pre- 
vious discussion,  the  Harbour  Board  had  already 
reoeired  large  endowments,  and  were,  as  far  as 
funds  were  concerned,  quite  in  a  position  to  carry 
on  their  works.  No  injustice  would  be  done  to 
them  by  leaving  this  reserve  with  tlys  Corporation, 
because  they  had  ample  endowments  favourably 
situated  for  wharves  and  quays.  This  reserve 
was  made  over  to  the  Corporation,  and  they  were 
allowed  to  appropriate  tho  rents  derived  nrom  it 
by  the  authority  of  the  Provincial  Council.  The 
only  reason  why  the  original  Bill  was  introduced 
into  the  Assembly  was  that,  in  view  of  the  consti- 
tutional changes,  it  was  thought  to  be  advisable 
to  obtain  colonioJ  authority  instead  of  provincial, 
which  was  about  to  be  swept  away.  The  power 
of  the  provincial  authorities  to  grant  the  use  of 
the  land  to  the  Corporation  had  never  been  ques- 
tioned. As  had  already  been  pointed  out,  in  the 
absence  of  the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
advantage  was  taken  to  change  its  nature  and 
object  altogether. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  had  nothing  to  say 
except  that  he  actually  heard  the  controversy 
that  took  place  when  the  Bill  was  'dealt  with  in 
another  place,  and  he  was  in  a  position  to  disprove 
a  good  deal  that  had  been  said  as  regarded  the 
advantage  taken  in  the  absence  of  a  member 

•  The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  suggested  that  it 
would  be  as  well  not  to  touch  upon  what  took 
place  in  another  branch  of  tho  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  would  not  do  so; 
but  he  would  ask  any  honorable  member  to 
imanne  that  he  himself  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  in  the  Council,  and  that  something  had 
called  him  awav,  and  he  had  requested,  eay  his 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Menxies,  who  was  interested 
in  the  same  locality,  to  take  charge  of  the  mea- 
anre,  that  honorable  gentleman  knowing  as  much 
of  the  circumstances  and  being  both  as  able  and 
as  willing  to  advocate  the  interests  of  the  district 
as  he  (Mr.  Holmes)  could  possibly  be ;  and  sup- 

S>sing  the  honorable  gentleman  contested  the 
ill  strenuously  point  by  point  and  fought  it  out, 
could  it  be  said  that  another  party  holdipg  an 
opposite  view,  took  an  undue  advantage  when, 
after  lengthened  discussion  the  Bill  was  carried 
in  the  shape  in  which  it  now  was?  That  was 
exactly  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  arrived  at 
its  present  stage.  With  regard  to  the  fact  of  the 
Corporation  including  the  reserve  in  the  security 
offered  for  the  loan,  that  was  their  error.    It 
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was,  however,  not  uncommon  that  land  shown  as 
security  in  that  way  should  be  afterwards  dis- 
posed of.  The  mere  fact  of  reserves  being  sup- 
posed to  be  given  as  security  for  loans  did  not 
prevent  their  subsequent  alienation;  and  why 
should  this  matter  be  brought  forward  a^  ai^ainst 
the  Bill  ?  His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Paterson 
had  stated  that  this  land  was  not  of  any  value  for 
the  purposes  originally  intended.  Il!e  granted 
that  was  the  case,  but  it  would  be  as  valuable  to 
the  Harbour  Board  for  the  purposes  of  retrenue 
OS  it  would  be  to  the  Corporation.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  when  the  reserve  was  made,  it  was 
contemplated  to  bring  vessels  to  Dunedin,  and 
that  wharves  would  be  made  there,  so  that  the 
land  was  precisely  of  the  character  that  would  be 
set  apart  for  harbour  purposes.  He  oould  not 
see  what  good  plea  could  be  urged  against  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  He  believed  the  land  would 
go  to  the  parties  for  whom  it  was  originally  in- 
tended, and  therefore  no  wrong  would  be  done  to 
the  Corporation. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB,  having  spoken  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  ouly  desired  now 
to  relieve  the  mind  of  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser 
as  to  the  grounds  on  which  he  had  formed  his  de- 
ciiiion.  He  did  not  intend  to  refer  to  what  had 
taken  place  in  another  House ;  but  he  might  be 
allowed  to  say  that  Mr.  Stout's  name  being  at  the 
head  of  the  Bill,  that  gentleman's  evidence  on  the 
question  would  be  satisfactory  to  his  honorable 
friend. 

"Are  you  aware  that  the  reserves  are  now 
held  by  certain  creditors  for  a  loan  ? — I  have  been 
told  so ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  is  correct,  for  this 
reason,  that  the  city  has  no  power  to  borrow  a 

ehilUng  on  its  reserves Further  than 

that,  they  could  not  bind  any  one  by  saying  that 
the  reserves  were  to  be  security.  It  is  incorrect 
to  Fay  that." 

Then  again, — ■ 

"  Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand  that 
the  Municipality  could  not  advance  these  rents 
as  security  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing  ? — No ; 
except  in  an  indirect  way. 

"  As  a  collateral  guarantee  that  they  were  able 
to  pay  interest  ? — Yes. 

"  Mr.  Murratf."]  Do  you  think  a  trustee  would 
be  justified  in  putting  in  some  property  he  holds 
in  trust  for  other  purposes  as  security  for  the 
raisinff  of  money  to  be  applied  to  his  own  pur- 
poses?— They  could  not  have  put  this  reserve  in 
as  security  at  all." 

That,  to  his  mind,  was  perfectly  conclusive 
upon  the  only  difficulty  he  had  on  this  question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  had  only  one 
word  to  say  in  reply.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bouar  had 
quoted  what  he  himself  had  alreadv  called  atten- 
tion to,  with  regard  to  the  moonshine  idea  that 
these  reserves  were  sacred,  because  they  had  been 
included  in  the  schedule  furnished  by  the  Cor- 
poration to  the  Bank.  He  had  also  previously 
stated  that  the  Harbour  Board  had  likewise 
included  the  reserves  as  collateral  security  for  its 
loan.  Bankers  knew  perfectly  that  it  was  the 
practice  of  all  Corporations  to  bring  forward  every 
possible  thing  they  had  in  their  power,  and 
everything  they  had  a  claim  over,  in  order  to 
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make  tbcir  Becurilies  look  well.  For  instance,  the 
Wellington  Corporation,  in  its  schedule,  inoladed 
the  town  belt,  the  whole  rents  of  which  were 
otherwise  specially  appropriated.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
BobinsoD  referred  to  the  name  Wliarves  and  Quits 
having  been  conferred  on  these  reserves  by  Mr. 
Domett.  He  thought  that  on  the  second  reading 
he  had  made  it  quite  intelligible  to  the  Oouncu 
that  these  were  called  wharves  and  quays  before 
a  single  section  was  selected  in  Dunedin  j  and  that 
having  been  laid  out  originally,  the  sections  were 
designated  in  order  to  prevent  confusion.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read 
a  third  time. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
thihl  time ;  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         18 

Noes         6 


Hijority  for 


##•        ••• 
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ATX8. 


Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Mantell, 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Major  Bichmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Bobinson, 

Mr.  BuBsell, 

Mr.  Stokes. 

Noxs. 

Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Scotland, 
Mr.  Waterhouse. 
The  Bill  was  consequently  read  a  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  ten 
o'clock  p.m. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  G-.  B.  Johnson, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 


HOUSE  OF  EBPEESENTATIVE8. 

Thmrsday,  12th  October,  1876. 


Pint  Beading*— 8«cond  Beftding*— Tlurd  Beadinn— Paris 
Bxhibition — Bailway  Accident  InBoranoe— J.  Amott 
and  others— Lawrenoe  Foot  Bridge — Oook  Strait 
Cable— Sir  Jaliui  Vogel's  Miamona  to  Bngland^Prees 
Telegrams— Alexander  Stitt— loapeotor  of  Prisons- 
Protection  of  Animals  Act  — Auckland  Prorincial 
Coancil  Library  Bill— Waitara  Harbour  Board  Bill— 
0.  Phillips— Auckland  Public  Buildings  Bill— Timaru 
Harbour  Board  Bill— Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill- 
Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbaxbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatxbs. 

FIBST  BBADIKGS. 
The  Waitahuna  AthensDum  Besenres  Bill,  the 
Gold  Fields  Bill 

SECOND  BEADINGS. 
The  Kakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Pal- 
merston  South  AthensBum  Incorporation  Bill,  the 


Wellington  Hospital  and  College  Beserves  Bill, 
the  Cattle  Importation  BilL 

THIBD  BEADINGS. 
The  Auckland  Provincial  Library  Bill,  the 
Dunedin  Drill-shed  Bill,  the  Castlepoint  Hai^ 
hour  Board  Bill,  the  Thames  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
the  EUesmere  and  Forsyth  Beolamation  and 
Akaroa  Bailway  Bill,  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board 
Bill,  the  Biverton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Bluff 
Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Lyttelton  Harbour 
Board  Bill,  the  Wanganui  Harbour  and  i^Ter 
Conservators  Bill,  the  Hokitika  Harbour  Board 
Bill,  the  Fatea  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Waimaka- 
riri  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Moeraki  Harbour 
Board  Bill,  the  Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
the  Foxton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Waitara 
Harbour  Board  BiU,  the  Kakanui  Harbour  Board 
Bill,  the  Palmerston  South  Athenssum  Incorpora- 
tion BiU,  the  Cattle  Importation  Beatriefcion  BiU. 

PABIS  EXHIBrnON. 
Mr.  SHABP  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  the 
Govemment  are  prepared  or  willing  to  make  anj 

Erovision  for  the  due  representation  of  New  Zea- 
md  interests  and  productions  at  the  Grand  Ex- 
hibition at  Paris  in  1878  ?  As  honorable  mem- 
bers were  aware,  an  exhibition  had  been  held  this 
year  at  Philadelphia,  at  which  he  thought  New 
Zealand  did  not  take  that  prominent  pnosition 
which,  as  one  of  the  foremost  countries  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  she  should  bare  taken.  The 
productions  of  New  Zealand  were  more  in  de- 
mand on  the  Continent  than  in  America ;  and  as 
an  Exhibition  was  to  take  place  in  Paris  in  1878, 
proper  steps  should  be  taken  to  insure  that  New 
Zealand  was  well  represented  at  that  Exhibition. 
No  doubt  it  would  take  some  time  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements,  and  he  asked  the  ques- 
tion this  year  ip  order  that  proper  steps  should 
be  taken. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  matter  was  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Gbvemment,  and  in  a 
few  days  he  would  inform  the  House  what  oourse 
they  proposed  to  take  in  regard  to  it. 

BAILWAY  ACCIDENT  INSUBANCB. 

Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  the  Goremment  will,  during  the  re* 
cess,  take  into  their  consideration  the  advisability 
of  establishing  insurance  offices  at  the  various 
railway  stations  in  the  colony  ?  He  was  induced 
to  place  the  question  on  the  Order  Paper  in  con- 
sequence of  representations  made  to  him  by 
certain  gentlemen  residins  in  the  district  from 
which  he  came,  who,  toffether  with  himself,  were 
impressed  with  the  belief  that,  as  the  railways 
progressed,  the  establishment  of  railway  insur- 
ance offices  would  prove  a  remunerative  source  of 
income  to  the  Govemment.  The  system  he 
would  Hke  to  see  initiated  was  that  which  had 
proved  so  successful  in  the  old  oountiy. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  matter,  which  was 
one  of  very  considerable  importance,  was  under 
tha  consideration  of  the  Govemment ;  but  they 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  a  decision  on  the  subject. 
He  could  not  therefore  give  the  honorable  gentle'*  , 
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man  mij  definite  answer  at  that  moment,  but 
would  do  10  at  the  earUeit  possible  date. 

J.  ABNOTT  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  KENNBBT  asked  the  Government. 
Whether  it  is  oontemplated  to  give  effect  to 
the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  in 
the  matter  of  John  Amott,  and  James  Kerr,  and 
Joseph  PetiieP 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  the  difficaltj  had 
arisen  out  of  a  mistake  made  hj  the  Betuming 
Officer  of  the  district,  who  was  instructed,  in 
regard  to  the  printing  of  the  electoral  roll,  to 
gtTe  one-half  to  one  office  and  the  other  half  to 
the  other.  Instead  of  doing  so,  he  gave  the 
whole  of  the  printing  to  both  offices.  The 
€kyTemment  had  had  the  matter  under  con- 
■ideiation,  and  considered  that  these  people  were 
•ntitled  to  be  paid.  The  only  question  wss, 
whether  thej  were  entitled  to  be  paid  the  whole 
•am,  because  it  appearsd  that  the  rolls  were  all 
minted  at  the  same  office,  from  the  same  type  P 
Under  these  droumstances  the  Gorernment  did 
not  Uunk  that  fall  payment  should  be  made  to 
each. 

LAWRBNCE  FOOT  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  J.  0.  BBOWN  asked  the  Goremmeut,  If 
they  will  canse  a  foot  bridge  to  be  erected  over  a 
dangeions  railway  cutting  in  the  Town  of  Law- 
iwnoe  F  It  would  be  as  well  to  eiplain  that  this 
milvay  cutting  passed  right  across  one  of  the 
atieeCs  of  Lawrence,  where  there  was  considerable 
goods  and  passenger  traffia  He  desired  to  know 
whether  the  Government  could  arrange  for  the 
ersotion  of  a  foot  bridge  across  the  cutting,  at  a 
cost  not  to  exoeed  £100.  If  it  cost  more,  he 
would  undertake,  on  behalf  of  the  municipal 
authorities,  that  they  would  meet  the  extra  out- 
lay. The  i^proaches  to  the  bridge  would  cost 
the  Corporation  a  considerable  sum,  and  al- 
though there  was  a  lerel  crossing  which  would 
answer  yery  woU  for  goods  traffic,  it  would 
be  Tery  dangerous  for  foot  passengers,  inasmuch 
aa  it  was  not  possible  for  any  one  trayelling  along 
the  road  from  Lawxenee  to  Weatherston  to  see 
the  train  coming.  He  felt  oertain  that  unless  this 
was  done  there  would  be  many  lires  lost,  and  then 
pfobably  the  money  would  be  expended.  The 
entting  also  prerented  persons  from  getting  essy 
acesss  to  their  priyato  property,  and  some  of  them 
would  be  compelled  to  go  across  a  sharp  curre 
to  get  to  their  houses.  Liut  year  a  promise  was 
nwae  by  the  Public  Works  Department  to  provide 
£100  on  condition  that  the  Ployinoial  Govern- 
esent  of  Otago  also  provided  a  similar  amount 
That  sum  was  voted  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment. The  reason  why  the  money  was  not  ex- 
aended  was  that  the  plans  which  were  prepared 
by  the  Engineer  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment were  found  to  be  of  a  iar  more  costly  na- 
toie  than  the  work  required.  He  hoped  the 
€hyyemment  would  consent  to  this  small  expendi* 
toe  for  a  work  of  so  much  importance. 

Mr.  BIGHARDSON  said  it  would  manifesUy 
be  a  very  inoonvenient  eoume  to  enter  into  an 
agreement  of  this  sort  in  the  House  without 
further  informatien.     The  original  pvopoiitioii 


from  the  authorities  at  Lawrence  was  that  they 
should  have  a  road  bridge  erected.  The  autho- 
rities then  expressed  their  willingness  t-o  con- 
tribute a  portion  of  the  cost,  on  the  understanding 
that  the  Prorincial  Government  and  tlie  Colonuu 
Government  should  also  pay  a  portion.  The 
Gk>yernment  had  since  provided  a  level  crossing. 
Now,  instead  of  asking  for  a  rosd  bridge,  they 
wished  to  have  a  foot  bridge.  He  had  no  esti- 
mate of  what  the  cost  would  be ;  bat,  if  the  locsl 
authorities  were  prepared  to  share  the  expense, 
probably  tlie  Govomment  would  be  inclined  to 
construct  the  bridge.  He  could,  however,  give  no 
positive  answer  at  present. 

COOK  STRAIT  OABLE. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Gk>vemment,  What 
arrangements  have  been  made  as  to  payment 
of  demurrage  to  the  ship  "Zsalandia,"  in  con- 
sequence of  the  delay  of  the  Government  in 
taking  delivery  of  the  Oook  Strait  cable  F  Why 
such  delay  has  occurred  ?  Will  the  new  cable 
be  laid  on  the  best  line,  irrespective  of  the  old 
cable  P  He  said  there  was  a  rumour  that  the 
Government  were  paying  the  ship  "  Zealandia " 
demurrage  at  the  rate  of  £20  per  day  for  not 
landing  Uie  telegraph  cable  from  that  ship.  .  He 
understood  that  next  week  they  would  have  to 
pay  £80  per  day,  and  the  following  week  £40 
per  day.  He  wished  to  know  the  reason  for 
this,  seeing  it  was  intimated  that  the  cable  was 
to  be  delivered  within  four  montlis  from  April 
last,  and  the  time  expired  on  the  28th  of  August. 
Every  effort  oudit  to  have  been  made  to  ti^ 
delivery  from  the  ship  six  weeks  ago.  With 
regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  he 
believed  that  the  route  by  which  the  old  cable 
was  laid  was  very  rocky,  and  this  had  led  to 
the  destruction  of  the  cable,  which,  if  it  had 
been  placed  in  a  better  situation,  would  have 
been  quite  sufficient  for  many  years  to  come* 
He  hoped  the  new  cable  would  be  laid  on  a 
different  line. 

Mr.  WHITAOlR'said,  with  reference  to  the 
demurrace,  a  special  contract  had  been  made  in 
London  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  out  the  cable, 
and,  under  the  arranffcment  nuwie,  demurrage 
was  to  be  allowed,  if  Uie  ship  were  detained,  at 
the  rate  of  £20  for  a  oertain  number  of  days, 
£80  a  day  for  another  term,  and  then  £40  a  day. 
Demurrage  began  on  the  9th  instant,  at  the  rate 
of  £20  a  day  for  fourteen  days.  That  was  the 
position  of  aiEairs.  The  arraneement  was  made 
in  England,  and  not  in  the  colony.  The  ^*  Zea- 
landia" arrived  some  eight  or  nine  days  sooner 
tiian  had  been  expected.  The  delay  in  landing 
the  cable  was  caused  thus :  An  agreement  was 
made  with  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Oompany  to 
allow  their  ship  the  *'  Edinburgh "  to  lay  the 
oable,  the  Government  paying  only  the  abeolute 
expense  incurred  in  domg  so,  and  not  allowing 
anything  as  remuneradon  for  the  use  of  the 
vessd.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very  desir- 
able arrangement,  but  owing  to  the  brsakage  of 
the  cable  between  Port  Darwin  and  Java  the 
**  Edinburgh  "  was  sent  there  to  repair  it ;  it  was 
then  supposed  that  she  would  return  in  ampls 
time  to  lay  the  Cook  Stcait  oable^  but  a.longer 
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time  was  oonsumed  than  had  been  auppoied,  and 
conseqaently  she  had  been  delayed  in  coming 
here.  The  "Agnes,"  a  ressel  belonging  to  the 
same  company,  hod  consequently  been  substituted 
for  the  "  Edinburgh."  A  telegram  had  been  re- 
ceri'ed  that  the  "  Agnes  "  was  in  Sydney,  and  she 
was  expected  to  arrire  here  in  about  a  week  or 
ten  days,  so  that  he  hoped  no  Tery  great  amount 
of  demurrage  would  accrue.  There  was  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  ship  was  entitled  to  any  de- 
murrage at  all,  but  that  was  a  matter  of  law,  and 
be  need  not  go  into  it  in  the  House.  It  was  in- 
tended to  lay  the  cable  by  the  best  route,  alto- 
gether irrespective  of  the  old  cable.  The  abso- 
lute position  in  which  the  new  cable  would  be 
placed  would  not  be  decided  until  the  experienced 
officers  who  would  be  in  the  "Agnes"  had  re- 
ported on  the  matter.  He  had  a  plan  showing 
the  soundings  taken  in  parts  of  the  Strait  in 
which  it  was  proposed  to  lay  the  cable,  and  he 
would  be  happy  to  show  it  to  the  honorable 
gentlemen.  The  plan  also  showed  the  position  of 
the  old  cable. 

SIR  J.  VOXEL'S  MISSIONS  TO  ENGLAND. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  trusted  it  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  House.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was 
very  desirable  that  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Sir  Q-.  Grey)  should  have  the  opportunity 
of  investigating,  and  sagg^esting  any  investigation 
that  might  be  desirable,  in  reference  to>  the  cost 
of  the  missions  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  and  the 
lubjeot-matter  referred  to  in  the  motion.  He 
nnderstood  it  was  also  proposed  to  add  the  name 
of  another  gentleman,  but  his  notice  was  confined 
to  the  name  of  Sir  G.  Ghrey  alone. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  name  of  Sir  G.  Grey  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Accounts,  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  and  reporting  on  the  subject-matter 
referred  to  that  Committee  on  the  lOth  instant." 
— (Jfr.  Stamrd.) 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  would  suggest,  if  the  honor- 
able the  mover  and  the  House  had  no  objection, 
that  Mr.  Bees's  name  should  be  added  to  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata  had  expressed  that  wish  to  him 
in  the  rooming.  As  far  as  he  was  oonoemed,  he 
would  have  been  very  happy  to  do  so;  but  the 
rules  of  the  House  would  not  allow  a  name  to  be 
added  without  previous  notice  having  been  given. 

Mr.  SPEAEJIR  said  a  notice  to  that  effect  was 
piven  by  the  honorable  member  for  Riverton,  but 
It  was  not  placed  on  the  Order  Paper,  because  it 
was  contrary  to  rule  that  the  House  should  have 
brought  before  it  a  subject  which  had  already 
been  decided  during  the  session. 

Sir  G.  GRET  begged  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  motion  which  had  been  made.  The 
terms  of  the  motion  originally  were  to  this  effect : 
"  To  inquire  into  the  cost  to  the  colony  of  the 
two  last  missions  to  England  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel." 
He  understood,  upon  talking  to  members,  that 
their  opinion  was  that  the  subject  reported  upon 
in  terms  of  the  motion  would  have  been  simply 
the  separate  cost  of  these  two  missions.    Thf^ 


was  not  his  intention,  but  that  was  the  resolution 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee.  He  now  proposed  to  strike  out  all 
the  words  after  the  word  "  That "  in  the  resolu- 
tion which  had  been  moved  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Timaru,  for  the  purpose  of  adding 
the  following  words:  "a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  collect,  arrange,  investigate,  and 
cause  to  be  printed  for  the  information  of  this 
House  all  the  cheques,  bills,  and  accounts  con- 
nected with  the  two  last  missions  to  England  of 
Sir  Julius  Yogel,  and  report  on  the  same;  such 
Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Andrew,  the  Hon. 
Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Lusk,  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr. 
RoUeston,  Mr.  Rees,  and  the  mover ;  with  power 
to  call  for  persons,  papers,  and  accounts ;  to  report 
within  fourteen  days,  four  to  be  a  quorum."  He 
believed,  in  justice  to  the  gentleman  who  was 
sent  to  England  on  these  missions,  after  what  had 
taken  place  in  this  House,  it  would  be  right  that 
a  Committee  should  be  appointed,  and  that  the 
whole  matter  should  be  put  in  a  clear  light 
before  this  House  and  the  public.  He  begged  to 
move  this  amendment  upon  the  motion  made  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Timaru. 

Mr.  SPEAEJIR  was  of  opinion  that  this 
amendment  could  not  be  put,  as  it  appeared  to 
be  somewhat  similar  to  the  motion  made  on 
Tuesday  last,  and  disposed  of  by  the  House.  The 
only  difference  was  that  this  amendment  entered 
more  specifically  into  the  modus  operamdi  ;  but  on 
all  points  it  was  materially  the  same  as  the  ques- 
tion decided  on  Tuesday  last  in  the  negative  by 
the  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked,  upon  a  point  of  order,  if 
it  would  be  understood  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee would  be  entitled  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  copies  of  all  cheques,  bills,  and  ac- 
counts connected  with  the  two  last  missions  of 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  to  England.  To  his  mind,  the 
two  motions  were  different.  All  the  Finance 
Committee  could  do  under  the  first  motion  pro- 
posed was  to  return  the  sum  total  of  the  cost  of 
these  two  missions.  He  was  anxious  to  have  the 
whole  expenses  of  this  kind  pubUshed,  so  that  the 
matter  might  be  cleared  up.  Under  the  present 
arrangement  every  item  of  expenditure  would  be 
furnished. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  would  have  been  quite 
competent  for  the  House  on  Tuesday  last  to  have 
adopted  the  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee,  with  power  to  call  for  papen 
and  persons,  with  reference  to  this  partiouliff  sub- 
ject ;  but  the  House  had  negatived  that  motion. 
The  rule  for  guidance  on  these  points  was  veiy 
clear — namely,  that  when  a  question  relating  to 
any  particular  subject  had  been  brought  before 
the  House,  and  a  decision  given  upon  it,  the  same 
subject  could  not  be  brought  forward  during  the 
current  session.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  under  the 
reference  to  the  Finance  Committee,  that  Com- 
mittee might  report  to  the  House  all  the  partioa- 
lars  which  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
sought  to  obtain.  It  would  be  quite  competent 
for  the  honorable  gentleman,  when  the  report 
was  brought  up,  if  it  were  not  satisfactory  to  him, 
to  move  that  it  be  referred  back  to  the  Finance 
Commitee  for  further  consideration. 
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Mr.  STAFFORD  might  state,  for  the  infonna- 
lion  of  the  House,  that  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee had  a  meeting  that  day,  and  it  iras  agreed 
to  postpone  the  ultimate  inTestigation  until  this 
motioQy  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  had  been 
brought  before  the  House,  and  the  House  had 
eome  to  a  decision  with  reference  to  it.  The 
Public  Accounts  Committee  gave  instructions 
that  every  item  of  expenditure  in  detail  should  be 
prepared'  by  the  Treasury  as  a  preliminary  step 
in  the  investigation.  If  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  was  so  particularly  anxious  that 
the  information  should  be  supplied  in  detail,  of 
course  the  Committee  would  not  hare  objected, 
bat  the  honorable  gentleman  ought  to  have  speci- 
fied that  opinion  in  the  original  motion.  Under 
the  original  motion  the  oost  of  the  two  missions 
simply  was  asked  for,  and  the  Committee  might 
have  brought  up  the  grand  total ;  but  the  Com- 
mittee did  not  think  that  course  would  sufficiently 
meet  the  case.  The  Committee  decided  that  day 
that  the  expenditure  should  be  furnished  in  detail. 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  would  consent  to  act 
on  the  Committee,  and  if  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East  were  added  to  it,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden — 
and  as  far  as  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  was  concerned,  he 
should  prefer  that  those  honorable  gentlemen 
should  be  added — they  could  bring  £>rward  a 
motion  that  the  accounts  should  be  stated  in  the 
fullest  manner,  and  he  was  sure  such  a  motion 
would  receive  the  general  concurrence  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  DIG-NAN  said  that,  as  he  understood  the 
motion  for  the  addition  of  Mr.  Bees's  name  to  the 
Committee  could  not  be  put,  he  would  move  as  an 
amendment.  That  all  the  words  after  '*  Public 
Accounts"  be  struck  out,  so  that  the  name  of 
Sir  Qeorge  G-rey  might  be  added  permanently  to 
the  Committee. 

Major  ATKINSON  might  say  that  he  would 
be  very  glad  if  the  name  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Citv  East  could  be  added  to  the 
Committee,  and  would  have  supported  a  motion 
to  that  effect  if  it  could  have  been  put.  It  was 
desirable,  as  doubts  apparently  rested  in  honor- 
able members*  minds  as  to  this  question,  that  all 
honorable  gentlemen  who  entertained  those  doubts 
should  themselves  thoroughly  examine  the  ac- 
oonnts. 

Mr.  SPBAKBR  said,  if  this  were  not  a  refer- 
ence to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  but  to  a 
special  Committee,  it  would  have  been  quite  com- 
petent to  add  the  name  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  Bast  to  that  Committee. 
There  had  been  no  order  of  the  House  which 
would  prevent  the  name  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man being  added  to  any  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  Public  Accounts ;  but,  inasmuch  as  his 
mune  had  been  excluded  from  the  Public  Ac- 
oonnts  Committee  during  the  present  session,  it 
would  he  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House 
now  to  add  his  name  to  that  Committee. 

Mr.  O'BOBKE  said  it  vras  quite  competent 
lor  the  House  to  rescind  the  resolution  by  which 
the  name  of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  Bast  was  excluded  from  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,    and   then  to  add  that  honorable 


gentleman  to  the  Committee.  He  had  no  interest 
in  the  matter  himself ;  but  as  the  G-overnment 
and  both  sides  of  the  House  seemed  to  think  it 
desirable  that  Mr.  Bees  should  be  on  the  Com- 
mittee, he  would  move  that  the  resolution  be 
rescinded. 

Mr.  SPBAEEB  thought  the  House  should 
pause  before  it  rescinded  a  resolution  without 
notice  being  given^  as  it  might  establish  a  danger- 
ous precedent. 

Mr.  O'BOBKE  asked  if  it  could  not  be  done 
with  the  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Of  course,  and  he  would  put 
it  if  the  House  desired ;  but  he  must  point  out 
that  great  evils  might  arise  if  such  a  precedent 
were  established. 

Mr.  BETYNOLDS  said  the  course  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga  was  most 
unusual.  If  it  were  allowed,  it  would  be  quite 
competent  for  a  motion  to  be  brought  forward  by 
any  honorable  member  to  pack  a  Committee 
that  had  already  been  appointed  by  the  House. 
The  motion  as  it  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper 
was  perfectly  distinct,  "  That  the  name  of 
Sir  George  Grey  be  added  to  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
satins  and  reporting  on  the  subject-matter  re- 
ferred to  that  Committee  on  the  I6th  instant." 
The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
could  not  move  his  amendment  in  connection 
with  that  motion  without  first  giving  notice; 
because  the  original  motion  was  simply  that  Sir 
George  Grey  be  added  for  a  special  purpose,  and 
the  amendment  was  that  he  be  added  perma- 
nently to  the  Committee,  which  was  a  Parliamen- 
tary Committee.  That  made  a  great  difference. 
He  held,  as  a  point  of  order,  that  the  amendment 
could  not  be  put  to  the  House.  With  regard  to 
the  proposition  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  be  added  to  the  Committee 
for  the  same  purpose,  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion. In  fact,  he  thought  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  add  the  honorable  gentleman  to  the 
Committee.  When  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee was  first  appointed,  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  ill-feeling  engendered.  It  was  stated  that 
Auckland  was  not  properly  represented  on  the 
Committee;  and  thinking  that  probably  the  mem- 
bers of  that  province  might  have  something  to 
complain  of,  he  resigned.  If  two  Auckland  mem- 
bers were  now  to  be  elected  to  the  Committee, 
he  thought  two  additional  Otago  members  should 
be  appointed,  and  probably  two  Wellington  and 
two  Cmristohuroh  members ;  thus  in  the  end  the 
Committee  would  consist  of  nearly  the  whole 
House.  He  contended,  subject  to  Mr.  Speaker's 
ruling,  that  neither  of  these  amendments  could 
be  put  to  the  House  without  notice  being  given. 

Mr.  SPEAKBB  said  there  was  at  present  only 
one  amendment  before  the  House — that  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West ;  and 
he  knew  of  no  rule  which  prevented  a  portion  of 
an  original  motion  being  omitted.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  was  therefore  in  order. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  thought,  as  they  were  abolish- 
ing the  provinces,  honorable  members  should  no 
longer  talk  of  so  many  members  from  one  pro- 
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rinoe  and  so  many  from  another  bainff  appointed 
to  a  Comoiittee.  Tbey  all  represented  the  whole 
oolony  now.  He  thought  the  honorable  member 
for  Timaru  ooold  not  have  meant  that  Sir  Qt, 
Qrtej  should  be  appointed  to  the  Public  Aoooonts 
Committee  for  one  special  purpose  only.  Sir  G-. 
Q-rey  would  certainly  be  demeaning  himself  if  he 
accepted  a  nomination  to  the  Oonunittee  ander 
such  circumstances,  and  would  be  forgetting  his 
position  in  the  House  if  he  were  appointed  to  the 
Committee  merely  for  one  purpose,  and,  when 
that  was  accomplished,  had  to  clear  out.  If  those 
were  the  terms  of  the  nomination,  he  hoped  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  reject  them.  He 
believed  himself  in  concessions,  and  thought  the 
G-OTcmment  had  acted  with  fairness  in^ezpressing 
an  opinion  that  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East  should  be  added  to  the  Conmiittee. 
That  honorable  member  ought  to  be  placed  on 
the  Committee.  Whether  rightly  or  wrongly, 
many  statements  had  been  made  with  reference 
to  finance  which  still  remained  unsettled,  and 
many  misapprehensions  might  be  remoTcd  by 
adding  Mr.  Bees  to  the  Committee.  That  honor- 
able member  might  then  learn  that  he  was  wrong 
in  his  opinions,  or  he  might  be  able  to  show  the 
other  members  of  the  Committee  that  they  were 
wrong.  He  bowed  to  Mr.  Speaker^s  ruling  that 
the  amendment  of  the  honorahle  member  for  the 
Thames  could  not  be  put;  but  the  amendment 
for  the  addition  of  the  name  of  that  honorable 
member  himself  might  no  doubt  be  put.  The 
question  decided  on  a  previous  day  was,  that  a 
special  Committee  should  not  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  this  ntatter,  but  that  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  He 
would  therefore,  if  necessary,  move  the  addition 
of  words  in  the  motion  which  would  cany  out 
the  wishes  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  had  power  to  call  for  persons,  papers, 
and  aocounte,  and  to  report  in  the  fullest  possible 
manner  to  the  House,  when,  if  the  House  was 
not  satisfied,  the  report  could  be  referred  back  to 
the  Committee  for  reconsideration. 

Mr.  EEYN0LD8  trusted  the  House  would 
not  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
memlMr  for  Auckland  City  West.  It  must  be 
evident  that  it  was  takinc  advantage  of  a  notice 
of  motion  on  the  Paper  which  was  never  intended 
to  be  dealt  with  in  that  way.  The  honorable 
member  for  Timaru,  in  his  motion,  desired  that 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  should  be 
placed  on  the  Committee  for  a  special  purpose  in 
eonnection  with  one  particular  anestion,  and  in 
order  that  he  mieht  satisfy  himself  upon  it. 

Sir  a.  OBEY  did  not  choose  to  have  it  said 
that  the  object  with  which  he  went  on  that  Com- 
mittee was  to  satisfy  himself.  He  absolutely 
denied  that  such  was  the  case. 

Mr.  EEYNOLDS  would  withdraw  the  words. 
The  intention  of  the  motion  made  by  the  honor^ 
able  member  for  Timaru  was  very  clear.  He  did 
not  think  it  would  be  at  all  advisable  tot  the 
House  to  allow  a  resolution  to  be  so  twisted  «nd 
ohanged  as  to  alter  its  form  altogether,  and  they 
would  be  doing  that  if  they  struok  out  those 


words.  It  was  all  very  well  for  honorable  gentle- 
man to  say  that  this  should  not  be  a  question  as 
to  whether  members  from  one  province  or  from 
another  should  be  on  the  Committee.  He  quite 
agreed  with  that;  but  still  the  honorable  member 
had  made  a  very  strong  point  of  that  when  the 
question  came  up  for  consideration  on  a  previous 
occasion.  On  that  occasion,  in  consequence  of 
the  representations  made  by  honorable  members 
from  Auckland,  he  tendered  his  resignation  of  his 
seat  on  the  Committee.  He  had  done  so  in  order 
that  another  Auckland  member  should  be  put 
upon  the  Committee.  He  did  not  want  to  be  on 
the  Committee  himself ;  but  it  would  appear  veiy 
strange  if,  after  an  Auckland  member  had  been 
eleotM  to  fill  his  place  on  the  Committee,  another 
one  were  to  be  added  to  it  without  making 
provision  for  additional  members  from  other 
provinces. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  would,  as  soon  as  he  had  an 
opportunity,  move  as  follows,  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  the  difficulty :— '<  That  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  the  2Ut  June  last,  that  Mr.  Bees's  name 
be  not  added  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Ao« 
counts,  be  rescinded  :  that  the  names  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Beynolds  and  Mr.  Bees  be  added  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Accounts." 

Mr.  FISHER  hoped  that  this  discussion  would 
not  be  carried  on  any  longer,  as  it  was  not  on« 
of  a  very  important  nature.  If  honorable  mem- 
bers were  to  be  kept  discussing  motions  of  this 
sort,  they  would  be  sitting  until  three  or  four 
o'clock  every  morning. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  question  ;*'  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         2 

Noes         48 


Majority  against... 

40 

Atbs. 

TeUer9, 

Mr.  Beynolds,              |    Mr.  Sheehan. 

Mi^or  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Macfariane, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  a.  McLean, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Murray-ATnsUy, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  O'Borke, 

Mr.  Carrington, 

Mr.  Biohatdson, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  BoUeston, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Bdr.  FUher, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Oibbs, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Lamaoh, 

2W2sr#. 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.Lusk, 

Mr.BMt. 
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The  amandment  wm  oonteqaentlj  agreed  to. 

It  having  been  found  that  there  was  no  se- 
oond  teUer  for  the  "  Koes/'  Mr.  SHEEHAl? 
stated  that  he  would  tell  with  the  honorable 
member  ibr  Port  Ohalmera,  in  order  that  a  diri- 
aion  might  be  taken. ' 

The  motion  aa  amended  was  then  agreed  to. 

PRESS  TELEaBAMS. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB^  in  monng  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  it  would  be  in  the  re- 
collection of  honorable  members  that,  a  few  daTs 
prenouslj,  when  speakinff  to  a  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Press  telegrams,  he  pointed  out  that  the 
eveninff  newsnapers  were  not  unfairly  used,  be- 
cause thej  haa  the  same  privilege  of  sending  tele- 
grams at  reduced  rates  between  five  o'clock  in 
tlie  afternoon  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  as 
the  morning  papers.  In  addition  to  that,  the 
evening  ^pen  had  the  nrivilege  of  receiving  200 
words  m  the  course  of  the  day  i  and  if  that  pri- 
Tilage  were  taken  away  by  putting  all  papers  on 
the  same  footing,  as  the  resolution  passed  re- 
quired, it  would  be  the  evening  nepers  that  would 
suffer.  The  Government  were  aesirous  of  afford- 
ing every  facility  to  the  evening  papers  to  enable 
them  to  receive  news  consistent  with  what  was 
due  to  the  public  and  to  the  revenue  of  the 
colony.  He  would  not  speak  at  any  length  on 
the  subject,  because  he  did  not  anticipate  that 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  the  motion  he 
was  about  to  propose.  He  had  placed  on  the 
Committee  several  gentlemen  who  were  connected 
with  newspapers,  and  he  thoapht  it  would  be  a 
suitable  Committee  to  make  this  inquiry. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  **  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  to 
he  House  what  facilities  can  be  eiven  to  news- 
papers for  the  use  of  the  telesraph,  consistently 
with  a  due  regard  to  ite  use  by  the  public,  and 
without  entaihng  an  undue  loss  of  revenue  ;  such 
Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Be  Lautour,  Mr.  Mao&rlane,  Mr. 
MontgomeiT,  Mr.  Beid,  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds,  Mr. 
Stevens,  Mr.  Swanson,  and  the  mover;  with 
power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers ;  five  to  be 
A  quorum ;  and  to  report  within  fourteen  days." 
— (Jfr.  JTkitaker,) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ALEXANDEB  STITT. 
Mr.  CUBTIS,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  the  petitioner  was  a  contractor 
under  tlie  Government  for  the  execution  of  cer^ 
tain  road  works  in  the  Buller  Valley.  When 
those  works  were  completed,  or,  at  all  evente,  on 
the  eve  of  completion,  a  very  heavy  slip  occurred, 
which  put  the  contractor  to  a  large  amount  of 
additional  expense,  which  he  estimated  at  £2,400. 
It  appeared  that  the  Engineer-in-Chief  was  in 
the  aistrict'  at  the  time,  and  the  contractor  saw 
him,  and  asked  him  for  some  allowance  to  be 
made  on  account  of  this  disaster.  There  was 
some  discrepancy  between  the  statemente  of  the 
petitioner  and  the  Engineer-in-Chief  as  to  the 
nature  of  wliat  passed  at  this  interview.  How- 
ever, the  discrepancy,  after  all,  was  not  an  im- 
portant one.     The   petitioner   stated  that  the 


Engineer-in-Chief  admitted  he  had  a  just  claim 
on  the  Government,  and  said  that  he  would  in- 
struct the  District  Engineer  to  examine  the 
ground,  and  estimate  the  amount  he  was  entitled 
to  claim  as  compensation.  The  Engineer-in- 
Chief  steted  that  he  did  not  recog|nise  the  daim  as 
a  just  onci  but  that  he  thought  it  was  one  which 
might  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Government ;  and  he  would  instruct  the  District 
Engineer  to  say  what  amount  of  damage  had 
been  done,  for  the  guidance  of  the  Government 
in  consideriuj^  the  question.  At  all  evente,  the 
District  Engineer  did  examine  the  ground,  and 
recommendMl  that  £800  should  be  paid  to  the 
contractor  to  meet  the  expense  to  which  he  had 
been  put.  The  Petitions  Committee,  after  hear- 
ing a  good  deal  of  evidence  on  the  subject,  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  £800  was  justly  due  in  the 
way  of  compensation.  He  might  say  that  the 
Committee  came  to  this  conclusion  unanimously ; 
and  further  than  that,  they  came  to  it  upon  the 
bare  stotement  of  the  petitioner,  unsupported  by 
the  evidence  on  his  own  part,  and  after  hearing 
merely  the  evidence  of  the  officers  of  the  Public 
Works  Department.  Therefore  he  thought  there 
were  good  pounds  for  thinking  that  the  case 
of  the  petitioner  was  a  very  strong  one.  He 
hoped  the  Gt>vemment  would  be  prepared  to 
save  the  House  further  trouble  by  steting  that 
they  would  place  the  amount  on  the  supplemen- 
tery  estimates,  and  he  would  then  very  gladly 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed, "  That  this 
House  will,  on  Thursday  next,  resolve  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  of  an  ad- 
dress to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  praying  that 
he  will  cause  to  be  placed  upon  the  Supplemen- 
tary Estimates  the  sum  of  £800,  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  contained  in  their  report  upon  .the 
petition  of  Alexander  Stitt."^(Jfr.  Curtis.) 

Mr.  TOLE  wished  to  correct  a  mistetement 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  said  that 
the  Committee  came  to  a  unanimous  conclusion 
upon  the  bare  stetement  of  the  petitioner.  He 
thought  he  was  right  in  saying  that  there  was  a 
recommendation  made  by  the  District  Ehsineer 
that  the  petitioner  should  receive  £800.  It  was 
mainly  upon  the  recommendation  of  that  officer 
that  the  Committee  came  to  their  decision. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  was  not  going  to  oppose 
the  resolotion  for  going  into  Committee,  but  he 
wished  to  intimate  that  the  Gk>vemment  intended 
to  oppose  the  vote  in  Committee.  He  did  not 
oppose  the  resolution  now,  because  there  would 
be  a  much  better  opportunity  of  discussing  a 
matter  of  this  sort  in  Committee.  With  regard 
to  the  statement  as  to  what  took  place  at  the 
intei^ew,  the  Engineer-in-Chief  distinctly  steted 
that  what  he  then  said  was  that  the  subject  was 
a  fit  one  for  the  consideration  of  the  Government, 
and  that  he  would  direct  the  District  Officer  to 
report.  The  District  Engineer,  Mr.  Dobson,  re- 
ported upon  the  matter,  and  said, — 

**  During  the  progress  of  the  work,  I  informed 
the  contractor  that  I  considered  clause  6,  General 
Conditions,  Form  E.  No.  2,  debarred  him  from 
any  claim ;  but  as  I  understood  from  you  that 
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in  extroordinarj  cases  the  Q-oTernment  do  not 
strictly  enforce  that  claase,  I  forward  his  letter 
with  favoarable  comment." 

"I  have  carefully  examined  the  whole  ques- 
tion, and  consider  it  would  be  reasonable  to  allow 
the  contractor  dB800  as  being  the  fair  cost  of  work 
executed  which  could  not  possibly  have  been 
foreseen,  and  which  was  entii^sly  caused  by  slips 
from  the  hill  destroying  the  road." 

Now,  the  view  taken  by  the  QoTernment  was 
that,  when  a  tenderer  undertook  to  make  road- 
works and  to  deliver  them  over  in  a  finished 
state,  he  was  bound  to  take  all  those  risks. 
If  that  rule  was  not  enforced,  he  did  not  know 
where  the  claims  would  stop.  There  was  a  pos- 
sibility— although  he  did  not  say  it  was  the  case 
— that  another  contractor  who  tendered  might 
have  taken  a  better  view  of  the  case,  and  allowed 
a  large  amount  for  the  danger  of  such  a  loss. 

Mr.  KELLY  did  not  think  the  petitioner  in 
this  case  had  any  legal  claim  against  the  Gorem- 
ment.  After  reading  the  report  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  local  Engineer,  who  had  full 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
Petitions  Committee  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  petitioner  was  entitled  to  £800,  because 
the  slips  were  of  an  extraordinary  character,  and 
could  not  be  fairly  calculated  upon  when  the 
tenders  were  sent  in.  It  appeared  that  about 
£1,600  was  the  cost  to  the  contractor  of  removing 
the  slips.  Still,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  pay- 
ment of  this  claim  might  possibly  open  the  door 
to  much  larger  claims. 

Mr.  BUTTON  would  support  the  claim,  be- 
cause he  believed  it  was  a  good  equitable  claim. 
He  believed  the  petitioner  had  no  legal  claim 
against  the  Gbvemment,  but  he  certainly  had 
a  very  strong  moral  claim.  The  Committee,  he 
thought,  did  well  in  making  this  recommen- 
dation. He  understood  this  was  not  the  case 
of  an  ordinary  slip  occurring ;  but  the  nature  of 
the  ground  was  quite  different  from  what  was 
anticipated,  and  the  batter  allowed  in  the  speci- 
fications was  not  adapted  to  the  ground.  It  was 
not  an  ordinary  incident  that  might  have  been 
foreseen.  The  coii tractor  had  carried  out  the 
work  according  to  the  specifications,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  petitioner  had  been  ruined,  or  nearly 
so,  by  the  accident.  Under  the  circumstances, 
he  thought  the  amount  recommended  was  a  very 
moderate  sum.  He  did  not  know  that  the 
Q-ovemment  should  always  adhere  to  the  very 
letter  of  their  contracts,  and  draw  the  line  so 
very  tight.  There  were  cases,  such  as  this  one, 
in  which  they  might  allow  the  contractor  to 
petition,  wlien  the  House  could  investigate  the 
facts,  and  decide  whether  the  case  was  an  extra- 
ordinary one.  Ho  felt  inclined  to  support  the 
motion  now  before  the  House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

INSPECTOR  OP  PRISONS. 
Mr.  BURNS,  in  moving  the  motion  standing  in 
name,  said  he  had  placed  it  on  the  Order  Paper 
in  consequence  of  the  reply  he  received  on  the 
previous  day  from  the  Minister  of  Justice.  He 
did  not  wish  the  Government  to  imagine  for  a 
moment  that  he  was  finding  fault  with  what  had 


been  done,  because,  as  the  Minister  of  Justice  had 
stated,  thoy  had  only  carried  out  the  wishes  of  the 
House.  But  the  House  this  session  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  was  to  be  no  central 
prison  built  this  year,  at  all  events;  and  he 
thought  that,  under  these  circumstances,  such  an 
officer  could  be  dispensed  with,  at  least  for  this 
year.  If  his  memoiy  served  him,  the  Minister  of 
Justice  said  no  reply  had  as  yet  been  receired 
from  the  Home  country  to  the  applications  for 
snch  an  officer,  and  he  wished  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment  to  enable  the  House  to  retrace  its 
st'Cps,  and  that,  if  no  officer  had  been  appointed, 
the  appointment  should  be  at  cnce  cancelled. 
Iho  only  way  of  doing  that  now  would  be  by 
sending  a  cablegram  to  England.  If  the  officer 
was  appointed,  he  supposed  there  was  no  help  for 
it ;  but  if  he  were  not  appointed,  he  thought,  at 
all  events,  the  appointment  should  be  delayed 
until  next  session.  There  was  another  feature  in 
the  case.  If  an  officer  of  this  kind  was  necessary 
at  all,  why  should  they  go  to  the  Home  oounti^ 
to  get  him?  Surely  there  were  officers  in  this 
countiy  who  were  competent  to  fill  such  a  posi* 
tion.  And  while  upon  this  subject,  he  felt  bound 
to  say  that  there  were  other  countries  in  the 
world  where  the  prison  discipline  was  perhaps 
better  than  that  of  the  old  country.  Ho  was 
quite  sure  the  prison  discipline  of  Victoria  and 
the  management  of  its  gaols  were  very  much 
superior  to  the  discipline  and  management  of  the 
old  country ;  and  they  could  find  officers  of  their 
own  who  could  satisfy  all  the  requirements  of 
the  position.  The  time  had  arrived  when  in 
all  the  branches  of  the  public  service  a  reason- 
able hope  of  promotion  should  be  held  out. 
It  was  not  fair  to  an  officer  who  had  been  a 
number  of  years  in  the  service,  and  was  capable 
of  filling  a  higher  position,  that  he  should  find  an 
outsider  placed  over  his  head.  He  knew  nothing 
of  the  gaol  officials  in  other  parts  of  the  colonj, 
but  he  knew  of  one  gaolor  who  had  done  his  duty 
remarkably  well ;  nay,  more,  he  was  in  the  proud 
position  of  saying  that  the  gaol  of  which  he  had 
charge  was  the  only  gaol  in  the  colony  that  was 
self-supporting.  Another  matter  which  he  might 
mention  to  the  credit  of  this  officer  was,  that  he 
took  charge  of  some  Maori  rebel  prisoners  at  a 
time  when  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  any 
gaoler  to  take  charge  of  them.  Not  only  that, 
but  he  took  charge  of  a  number  of  prisoners, 
convicted  of  serious  crimes,  whose  safe  keeping 
was  considered  a  matter  of  great  doubt.  His 
whole  career,  during  the  time  ho  had  had  charge 
of  the  gaol,  had  been  thoroughly  satisfactory,  and 
it  was  recognized  that  his  management  was  a 
credit  to  the  whole  colony.  There  might  be  other 
officers  equal  to  him,  or  perhaps  superior — he  was 
not  going  to  cast  a  slur  upon  any  of  them  j  but  it 
was  rather  hard  to  find  that  an  officer  who  bore 
such  a  high  character  should  be  denied  the  oppor- 
tunity of  promotion.  If  an  Inspector  of  Prisons 
were  required — he  very  much  doubted  it — the 
appointment  should  be  made  from  amongst  their 
own  officers.  In  the  meantime,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  agree  that  a  telegram  should  be 
sent,  without  the  least  delay,  stopping  the  ap- 
pointment of  any  officer  in  Eogland. 
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Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "Tl)at 
QoTeroment  be  requested  to  transmit  a  cablegram 
to  Great  Britain  without  any  delay,  cancelling 
t^e  appointment,  or  promised  appointment,  of 
any  penon  to  the  offioe  of  Inspect or-Q-eneral  of 
Prisons."— (Ifr.  Burnt.) 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  there  were  two  questions 
inroWed  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  motion — 
first,  as  to  whether  there  should  be  an  Inspector 
of  Prisons  s  and  second,  as  to  whether  he  should 
be  selected  in  England.     He  hoped  the  Houee 
woidd  pay  great  attention  to  the  matter,  and  act 
dispassionately,  and  altogether  apart  from  mere 
local  or  temporary  considerations.     It  was  quite 
true,  as  stated  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  that 
the    House   had    thought    fit    to   postpone   the 
erection  of  a  central  prison,  thereby  postponing 
for  some  time  the  only  real  means  of  classifying 
the  prisoners  of  the  colony,  and  the  only  real 
means  of  carrying  out   the   sentence  of  penal 
serritude  which  was  already  provided  for  by  our 
Statutes.      He   did  not  wish  to  recur  to  that 
now  :  still,  he  wished  to  point  out  that,  impor- 
tant as  it  was,  that  the  management  and  classifi- 
cation of  the  prisoners  in  our  gaols  should  be 
uniform,  and  carried  out  with  skill  and  special 
knowledge;   it  was  equally  important  that  such 
gaols  as  we  had  should  be  classified,  in  order  to 
adapt  them  for  the  work  they  had  to  do.     The 
subject  had  been  under  consideration  in  England 
lately,  and  a  Prisons  Bill  was  brought  in  to  make 
the    system    of    prison    management     uniform 
throughout  that  country.     Hitherto  the  manage- 
ment had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  different 
boroughs  and  counties,  and  when  the  Bill  was 
first  introduced    into   Parliament    it   met  with 
considerable   opposition   through    the   action   of 
ioxne   of  the   county   Justices.      The    Bill  was 
postponed  for  three  weeks  to  test  the  feeling  of 
the  country  on  the  subject.    The  Magistrates  of 
the  Quarter  Sessions  met  all  oyer  the  country, 
and  the  almost  unanimous  verdict  was  that  the 
Prisons  Bill  was  absolutely  necessary.     The  Chief 
Justice   of   England,   a   man   known  as  one  of 
the  ablest  Judges  we  ever  had,  went  so  far  as 
to  say  from  the  bench,  that  although  he  seldom 
alluded  to  any  matter  that  was  under  the  con- 
iideration  of  the  Legislature,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  say  that  if  the  Prison  Bill  were  thrown  out  it 
would  be  a  great  disaster  to  the  country,  because 
without  uniformity  of  management  in  the  gaols 
no  Judge  knew  what  sentence  he  was  passing  on 
a  prisoner.     They  knew  very  well  that  iu  New 
ZMland,  owing  to  the  multifarious  methods  of 
managing  the  gaols,  there  was  nothing  like  uni- 
formity.    It  was  also  very  well  known  to  those 
interested  in  the  matter  that  the  Visiting  Jus- 
tices took  very  difierent  views  upon  the  question 
of  prison  management.     Not  only  was  the  classi- 
fication very  different,  but  the  indulgence  given  to 
Srisoners  was  very  difierent,  so  much  so  that  no 
udge  knew  what  sentence  he  was  passing  when 
he  sentenced  a  prisoner.     If  the  warning  of  the 
Chief  Justice  of  England  were  necessary  as  to  the 
management  of  gaols  at  Home,  how  much  more 
necessary  must  it  be  here !     It  was  therefore  im- 
perative—  more  imperative  now  that  there  was 
to  be  no  central  prison — that  there  should  be  a 
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skilled  Inspector  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  ree 
that  the  regulations  were  uniformly  carried  out 
throughout  the  country,  and  the  prisoners  pro- 
perly classified.     In  addition,  he  would  have  to 
classify  the  gaols  themselves  ;  and  thus  a  Judge, 
in  sentencing  a  prisoner  to  penal  servitude,  would 
know  the  exact   nature   of  the  punishment  he 
inflicted.     As  to  whether  the  Inspector  should  be 
selected  in  England  or  from  amongst  the  prison 
officials  of  the  colony,  he  quite  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  for    Ro»lyn  that  it  was  ad- 
visable, wherever  they  could,  to  select  men  who 
were  already  in  the  service  of  the  country,  pro- 
vided they  possessed  tlie  necessary  ability  ;  but 
the  honorable  gentleman  must  know  that  prison 
discipline  had  undergone  great  improvement  of 
late  years,  and  had  been  the  subject  of  consider- 
able discussion.     Congresses  of  men  interested  in 
the  question  of  gaol  management  from  all  parts 
of  Europe  and  America  had  been  held,  and  the 
improvements  initiated  by  Sir  Walter  Crofton  had 
so  far  been  deemed  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the 
counti^.    Many  improvements  had  been  adopted 
of  late  years,  amongst  them  the  "  mark ''  system, 
which  had  been  very  successful ;  and  there  were 
noT  men  in  the  colony  who  knew  anything  of  the 
practical   working   of   those   systems.      Ue   was 
aware  that  many  honorable  gentlemen  did   not 
lay  the  eame  stress  upon  classification  as  he  did. 
They  knew  little  of  the  absolute  inhumanity  and 
of  the  wrongs  done  by  want  of  classification ;  but 
if  they  devoted  a  little  attention  to  the  subject, 
they  would  see  that  he  did  not  exaggerate  the 
importance  of  uniformity  and  classification.    The 
honorable  gentleman  had  made  special  reference 
to  one  particular  officer  in  Dunedin.     As  far  as 
he  had  been  able  to  judge,  and  from  what  ho  had 
heard,  the  officer  alluded  to  was  a  very  useful 
officer  i  but  at  the  same  time  he  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  admit  that  it  was  very 
wrong  indeed  that  a  constant  agitation  should  be 
made  in   favour  of  one   particular   officer,   and 
that  constant  pressure  should  be  put  upon  the 
Government  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  a 
particular  individual  to  a  particular  office.     He 
had  hod  the  claims  of  this  officer  pressed  on  bis 
attention  for  the  last  two  years.     It  was  true  he 
was  a  good  officer,  but  there  were  other  good 
gaolers  iu  New  Zealand  :  in  fact,  the  gaolers,  as 
a  rule,  considering  the  very  poor  means  they  had 
at  their  disposal,  had  done  their  work  exceedingly 
well,  and  he  would  be  very  glad,  when  any  oppor- 
tunity occurred,  to  recognize  these  services.     But 
he  felt  bound  to  say  that  he  knew  of  no  man  in 
New  Zealand  at  the  present  time  who  was  compe- 
tent to  take  the  position  of  organizing  Inspector. 
He  confessed  that  the  Government  felt  very  con- 
siderable responsibility  in  regard  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  gaols,  and  he  did  not  see  how,  other- 
wise than  in  the  manner  adopted  by  the  House 
last  year,  and  in  accordance  with  which  steps  had 
been  taken,  the  work  could  be  done  properly  and 
efficiently.     Under  the  present  system,  they  were 
merely  breeding  criminals,  by  mixing  up  young 
and  old  offenders ;  for,  as  ho  had  said  many  times 
before,  the  gaols  at. present  were  a  species  of  pur- 
gatory to  the  youn^  offender,  while   they  were 
a  comparative  paradise  to  the  old  offender.    He 
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hoped  tbo  Honse  irouJd  pause  before  it  agreed  to 
such  a  resolution,  because  he  did  not  see  how  it 
was  possible,  with  the  rery  limited  means  at  the 
disposal  of  the  colonj,  to  properly  manage  tlie 
gaols.  It  was  essential  that  such  an  officer  should 
be  appointed.  As  to  what  had  been  done,  he 
might  say  that  instructions  were  sent  to  the 
Agent-G-eneral  to  put  himself  in  communication 
with  Judge  Richmond,  who  was  now  in  England, 
and  with  Mr.  Ducane,  the  Inspector-General  of 
Prisons,  and  to  request  that  an  officer  should  be 
selected — a  man  of  education,  a  man  who  was 
not  merely  acquainted  with  all  the  best  systems 
of  gaol  discipline  in  the  old  country,  but  a  man 
who  had  enough  of  adaptability  to  meet  the 
circumstances  of  a  new  country.  And  in  such 
a  matter  the  Government  felt  great  confidence 
in  the  experience  of  Judge  Bichmond,  which 
must  be  of  great  value  in  the  matter.  They 
received  a  letter  in  April  last,  stating  that  tlio 
Agent-General  had  postponed  the  selection  of 
the  officer  until  Judge  Richmond's  return  from 
the  Continent,  because  he  was  anxious  to  get  that 
gentleman's  advice.  As  honorable  gentlemen 
were  aware,  communication  on  the  subject  was 
interrupted  by  the  lamented  death  of  the  Agent- 
General;  but  it  waa  one  of  the  first  subjects  which 
would  engage  the  attention  of  the  office  as  soon 
as  Judge  Richmond  had  returned  to  London. 
He  sincerely  hoped  the  House  would  look  care- 
fully into  the  matter,  and  deal  with  it  altogether 
apart  from  any  local,  or  temporary,  or  party  con- 
siderations. 

Mr.  CURTIS  hoped  the  House  would  not  in- 
terfere with  the  action  the  Government  had  taken 
in  this  matter.  It  was  necessary  to  have  an  officer 
thoroughly  skilled  in  the  best  mode  of  treating, 
and  especially  classifying  criminals.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  Minister  of  Justice  that  this 
was  more  particularly  necessary  since  the  decision 
the  House  had  arrived  at  recently.  In  regard  to 
the  particular  officer  who  had  been  referred  to  as 
being  specially  fitted  for  this  office,  he  had  always 
heard  a  very  good  account  of  him ;  but  he  had 
chiefly  heard  his  name  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  management  of  the  prison  at  Dunedin, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  had  succeeded  in 
making  that  institution  self-supporting.  How- 
ever, upon  that  point  he  had  some  little  experi- 
ence, and  he  was  not  quite  prepared  to  indorse 
all  that  appeared  in  the  reports  of  that  officer  on 
the  subject  of  the  gaol  at  Dunedin.  Some  time 
since  he  had  oocssion  to  send  some  prisoners  from 
the  eaol  at  Nelson,  owing  to  the  snmllness  of  the 
builaing,  to  the  gaol  at  Dunedin.  He  was  a  good 
dial  surprised,  some  year  or  two  afterwards,  at 
receiving  an  account  forwarded  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Otago  for  the  maintenance  of  those 
prisoners  at  a  tolerably  heavy  figure.  He  replied 
that  ho  was  very  much  surprised  to  receive  the 
account,  because  he  understood  that  the  gaol  at 
Dunedin  was  altogether  self-supporting,  or  rather 
more  than  self-supporting,  and,  in  fact,  he  had 
been  in  hopes  of  receiving  some  small  sum  as  the 
surplus  value  of  the  labour  of  those  prisoners 
over  the  cost  of  the  maintenance.  He  received 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Otago  a  very  long 
letter  of  explanation,  the  nature  of  which  he  now 


forgot ;  but  of  course  it  was  more  or  less  satisfac- 
tory, and  it  did  seem,  according  to  the  stAtement 
the  honorable  gentleman  then  sent  him,  that  there 
was  some  expense  in  maint«ining  the  prisoners  at 
the  Dunedin  Gaol,  notwithstanding  the  character 
of  the  reports  referred  to.  He  had  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  keeper  of  the  gaol  at  Dunedin 
was  a  very  excellent  officer  indeed  :  stili,  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  Minister  of  Justice  that  it  wae  of 
very  great  importance  that  a  man  should  be  ap- 
pointed who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
latest  methods  of  dealing  with  criminals  and 
the  management  of  gaols.  It  would  be  more 
especially  unfortunate  to  interfere  with  the  action 
of  the  Government,  seeing  that  Judge  Richmond, 
a  gentleman  on  whom  they  all  placed  such  veiy 
strong  reliance,  had  been  engaged  in  selecting  aa 
officer. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  trusted  the  House  would  not 
interfere  with  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment. It  might  have  been  very  well  last 
session  to  have  given  instructions  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  secure  a  suitable  person  in  the  colony  ; 
but  it  was  then  stated  that  the  Government 
would  appoint  a  gentleman  from  Home  to  under- 
take these  duties,  and  the  House  indorsed  that. 
Now  that  instructions  had  been  given  for  the 
appointment  of  the  officer,  it  was  not  right  for 
honorable  members  to  throw  obstacles  in  tlie  way 
of  the  Government,  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of 
the  House  last  session.  The  honorable  member 
for  Roslyn  referred  to  Mr.  Caldwell,  the  Gaoler 
at  Dunedin,  as  fitted  for  the  office.  He  was  quite 
prepared  to  admit  that  Mr.  Caldwell  was  a  very 
able  man,  and  that  he  was  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place  in  the  position  where  he  was.  He 
was  a  good  gaoler,  and  he  did  not  know  a  better 
in  the  colony.  But,  even  supposing  he  were 
qualified  to  hold  the  office  of  Inspector-General 
of  Prisons,  his  claim  would  be  inadmissible  after 
what  had  taken  place  to  his  own  knowledge.  The 
Otago  members  had  taken  up  Mr.  Caldwell's  cm 
and  urged  it  to  such  an  extent  that  it  would  be  im- 
politic for  the  GK>vemment  to  appoint  him  under 
such  circumstancas.  A  great  amount  of  pressure 
had  been  brought  upon  the  Gbvernment,  not  only 
by  members  from  Otago,  but  by  parties  outeide 
the  House,  in  order  to  secure  Mr.  Caldwell  the 
appointment.  He  learnt  from  telegrams  that  Mr. 
Caldwell  had  sent  up  a  telegram  to  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Otago  asking  him  to  bring  forward  a  griev- 
once  which  ho  thought  he  had  against  him  (Mr. 
Reynolds)  personally.  The  telegram  stated  he 
had  been  the  means  of  preventing  Mr.  Caldwell 
from  being  appointed  to  this  office.  This  he  would 
deny  in  tofo ;  and  he  could  appeal  to  Ministers, 
whether  he  had  anything  to  do  with  prejudicing 
them  against  appointing  Mr.  Caldwell.  He  had 
always  said  that  he  was  a  very  good  gaoler ;  still 
he  had  never  urged  his  appointment  as  Inspector. 
The  instructions  sent  Home  were  forwarded  afler 
he  left  the  Government,  and  he  had  no  more  to  do 
with  them  than  the  honorable  member  for  Roslyn 
had.  He  had  not  thought  it  worth  his  while  pre- 
viously to  contradict  those  statements,  but  was 
waiting  until  the  Superintendent  of  Otago  made 
an  attack  upon  him  with  reference  to  the  subject. 
While  admitting  that  Mr.  Caldwell  was  a  good 
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gaoler,  and  irell  adaptod  for  the  poaation  be  held, 
he  would  now  state,  and  this  for  the  first  time, 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  a  mistake  for  the 
0OTemnient  to  appoint  him  to  the  highly  re- 
sponsible position  of  Inspector  of  Gaols  for  the 
oolonj. 

Mr.  BOLLESXON  would,  for  hb  own  part, 

E're  the  Gh>Temment  a  decided  support.  It  was 
lown  to  the  Government  tliat  for  a  long  time 
past  he  had  urged  upon  them  the  appointment 
of  inspectors  of  gaols,  of  lunatic  asylums,  and  of 
•orreys,  for  he  beliered  large  sums  of  money  Iiad 
been  lost  because  men  like  himself,  who  were 
engaged  in  administration,  had  not  the  know- 
ledge of  modern  syetems  and  modem  appliances, 
which  would  have  enabled  them  to  deal  properly 
with  questions  of  this  kind.  Almost  everything 
in  a  goal  or  lunatic  asylum  depended  upon  proper 
appliances,  and  good  methods  of  construction, 
and  there  was  no  doubt  they  could  not  expect, 
anlesB  they  brought  people  from  Home,  to  under- 
stand the  modern  system  of  constructing  gaol  and 
asylum  buildings  according  to  the  most  improved 
methods.  With  regard  to  gaols,  he  would  like  to 
learn  from  the  Government  whether  they  were 
going  to  let  another  year  pass  without  more 
thoroughly  organizing  the  local  gaols.  Particular 
mention  had  been  made  of  the  Wellington  G«ol. 
He  did  not  say  that  that  ^tol  was  badly  managed. 
Far  from  it;  for  he  believed  that,  considering 
the  available  appliances,  it  was  exceedingly  well 
managed;  but  there  was  no  doubt  that  addi- 
tional room  was  needed.  A  great  wrong  would 
be  done  if  the  Government  did  not  make  pro- 
vision for  increasing  the  gaols,  after  having 
prevented  the  provinces  from  doing  so,  for  the 
provinces  wouia  have  been  bound  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  Wellington  Gaol  was 
being  added  to. 

Mr.  BOLLESXON  was  glad  to  hear  it.  He 
hoped  the  discussion  would  not  last,  because,  the 
Government  having  stated  that  they  intended  to 
insist  in  their  course,  no  good  could  come  of  a 
debate.  He  was  very  glad  the  Government  had 
sent  Home  for  an  Inspector  of  Prisons,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  do  the  same  with  regard  to 
lanatic  asylums.  He  was  happy  to  think  that 
the  surveys  were  placed  under  a  uniform  system, 
Mid  that  there  was  a  means  for  connecting,  in  ac- 
eordanoe  with  a  general  plan,  the  detached  sur- 
Teys  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  MUBBAT  thought  the  case  in  point  was 
an  illustration  of  the  saying  "  That  a  prophet  hath 
honor  save  in  his  own  country."  He  did  not 
know  Mr.  Caldwell  personally,  but  he  had  heard 
of  his  "  reports."  Even  in  America  Mr.  Caldwell's 
experience  had  been  commented  on  in  the  highest 
possible  terms,  and  in  Victoria  also  he  was  ap- 
preciated ;  but  in  New  Zealand,  the  place  where 
be  was  known,  it  was  thought  necessary  by  the 
Government  to  import  an  officer  of  whom  they 
knew  nothing.  They  had  had  enough  of  that 
system  of  believing  that  nothing  in  New  Zealand 
oould  be  satisfactory.  Mijor  Palmer  had  been 
imported  to  be  Surveyor-General ;  but  that  was 
defeated  by  the  action  of  the  late  member  for 
Ihinedin,  Mr.  Wales,  who  moved  a  reiolution  in 
tbe  previous  ParlimeDt  to  the  effect  that  they 


should  try  to  get  a  suitable  officer  in  the  colony. 
They  had  succeeded  in  getting  a  gentleman  who 
would  be  very  much  more  efficient  than  Major 
Palmer ;  and  the  House  might  just  as  well  try 
to  get  an  Inspector  of  Prisons  from  Otago  as  to 
get  a  Surveyor-General,  and  he  believed  the 
result  would  be  equally  satisAictory.  The  Go« 
vemment  had  also  sent  to  India  for  a  Conservator 
of  Forests ;  but  he  really  thought  it  was  time, 
now  that  their  difficulties  were  facing  them,  to 
get  rid  of  this  manufacturing  appointments  and 
importing  gentlemen  to  control  dcpArtments  in 
the  colony.  He  trusted  they  would  not  go  beyond 
New  Zealand  without  fijet  trying  if  they  could  got 
efficient  officers  here. 

Mr.  BUTTON  did  not  think  this  was  simply  a 
question  as  to  whether  a  certain  gentleman  was 
fit  to  perform  the  duties  of  gaoler,  tor  the  appoint- 
ment the  House  was  now  discussing  was  of  a 
very  different  class  from  that  of  a  mere  gaoler. 
If  they  had  one  central  prison  for  the  colony,  and 
required  it  to  be  managed  by  a  man  of  experience 
and  judgment,  and  whose  testimonials  were  in- 
fluential, ho  did  not  doubt  that  the  gentleman 
referred  to  would  be  the  very  best  officer  to  ap- 
,  point.  They  need  not  travel  out  of  New  Zealand 
to  find  such  an  officer.  The  Inspector  of  Prisons 
would  be  largely  responsible  for  the  initiation  of 
the  scheme  the  Gt)vemment  proposed  to  introduce, 
and  he  would  require  to  be  a  person  of  experience. 
He  had  seen  the  testimonials  which  had  been  put 
into  his  hands  with  respect  to  Mr.  Caldwell,  and 
ho  found  that  that  officer  had  great  experience  in 
these  matters,  and  was  eminently  calculated  to 
fill  the  office  of  gaoler  in  a  central  prison,  how- 
ever large  it  might  be.  But  he  contended  that, 
unless  Mr.  Caldwell  had  gained  experience  of  the 
present  prison  discipline  in  England,  and  had 
been  able  to  see  the  most  modern  methods  of 
treating  and  classifying  prisoners,  they  must 
look  elsewhere  for  such  experience.  He  did  not 
think  they  should  look  out  of  New  Zealand  if 
they  could  find  a  suitable  man  in  it,  and  he  did 
not  think  the  Gk>vernment  would  do  so.  The 
matter  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  GK> vem- 
ment, and  he  was  sure  that,  all  other  thin^  being 
equal,  they  would  rather  appoint  a  colonist  than 
bring  any  one  out  from  England.  He  had  no 
doubt  that,  if  the  Government  found  it  necessary 
to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  colony  for  such  an 
officer,  tiiey  would  take  very  good  care  that  they 
got  a  quid  pro  quo  for  the  salary  they  paid. 

Mr.  HISLOP  thought  the  honorable  member 
for  Hokitika  was  trying  to  beg  the  question.  If 
the  intention  of  the  GKovernment  hiul  been  that 
any  person  in  the  colony  should  have  an  equal 
chance  with  any  one  outside,  he  did  not  suppose 
that  any  one  would  have  complained,  but  the 
Government  had  entirely  overlooked  the  claims  of 
persons  in  the  colony  fitted  for  this  office,  and 
had  sent  Home  for  some  person.  He  thought 
the  st-atements  which  had  been  made  to  the  effect 
that  Mr.  Caldwell  was  not  fit  to  hold  this  office 
were  entirely  erroneous.  He  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  that  gentleman  for  a  great  number  of 
years,  and  he  had  been  the  means  of  introducing 
to  that  officer  various  persons  interested  in  gaol 
discipline,  for  the  purpose  of  riiitiiig  the  gaol,  who 
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all  expressed  themseWes  pleased  with  what  thej 
aaw.  He  could  say  that  persons  well  acquainted 
with  gaols  at  Home,  and  particularly  Dr.  Begg,  of 
Edinhurgh,  were  highly  pleased  with  the  manner 
in  which  that  officer  carried  out  the  system  of 
classification — so  far  as  he  could  in  Dunedin 
Gaol— and  the  manner  in  which  the  prison  was 
managed.  The  GoTemmenti  before  sending 
Home  for  a  person,  ought  to  hare  made  a  state- 
ment as  to  whether  they  had  inquired  into  the 
qualifications  of  the  yarious  officers  of  that 
department  in  the  colony.  The  testimonials 
put  into  their  hands  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Caldwell  were  not  the  full  testimonials  as 
to  his  capabilities;  they  were  the  testimonials 
recommending  him  for  the  position  he  was  ap- 
plying for  at  the  time,  and  which  position  he  had 
filled  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  country.  He 
had  come  from  very  well  regulated  gaols  in  other 
colonies,  where  he  had  far  greater  means  of  classi- 
fying prisoners  and  carrying  out  gaol  discipline, 
l^otwithstanding  the  circumstances  in  which  he 
was  placed,  he  carried  out  the  gaol  system  in  Dune- 
din  in  a  manner  which  had  been  generally  looked 
upon  as  satisfactoiy.  With  regard  to  the  question 
raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City, 
the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  seem  to  remember 
the  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with  the  pri- 
soners sent  to  the  Dunedin  Gaol.  One  of  the  pri- 
soners sent  was  imprisoned  for  murder :  not  only 
was  he  a  most  dangerous  character,  but  he  wa«  also 
an  invalid.  He  had  been  ill  for  a  long  time,  and 
had  to  be  attended  by  two  surgeons.  No  doubt 
that  swelled  the  charge  made  against  the  Nel- 
son Province.  He  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
carried. 

Mr.  MACFABLANE  said  his  principal  objec- 
tion to  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector-General 
was  that  such  an  officer  was  not  wanted.  He 
might  be  wrong,  but  that  was  his  opinion.  He 
imagined  that  the  gaols  of  the  colony  had  been 
carried  on  very  well,  without  the  services  of  such 
a  person.  On  one  occasion  an  officer  had  been 
imported  from  New  South  Wales,  who  turned 
out  a  very  great  failure,  and  it  might  be  so  in 
this  case.  The  office  was  not  wanted  at  all ;  it 
would  be  similar  to  the  Forests  Department,  or 
the  other  fancy  departments  which  the  Govern- 
ment were  creating  in  this  country.  He  thought 
any  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
might  be  more  beneficially  expended  than  in  im- 
porting an  Inspector-General  of  Prisons. 

Mr.  D£  LAUTOUB  regretted  that  Mr.  Cald- 
well's name  should  have  been  mentioned  in  this 
discussion — that  his  name  should  hare  been  ex- 
posed and  trampled  on  by  honorable  members  of 
this  House,  who  did  not  know  his  value.  It  was 
not  a  question  as  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Caldwell  to  this  office  at  all.  The  question  was, 
were  they  justified,  in  the  present  position  of  the 
colony,  in  creating  another  department  and 
sending  Home  for  an  officer  at  a  salary  of  £1,000 
a  year,  and  also  paying  his  passage  to  the  colony? 
They  would  probably  find  themselves  in  this 
position,  that  the  officer  would  be  engaged  at  this 
salary  for  one  year,  and  the  next  year  the  panic 
about  finance  would  have  so  increased  that  the 
pffioe  wpuld  1^  wiped  out. 


Mr.  BOWEN.— The  salary  is  to  be  £600  a 
vear. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.  —  Has  the  honorable 
gentleman  instructed  the  Agent-G«neral  not  to 
pay  more  than  £600  P 

Mr.  BOWEN.— Yes. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  was  afraid  they  could  not 
secure  and  retain  the  services  of  an  Inspector* 
General  of  Prisons,  of  sufficient  ability,  for  such  a 
salary ;  and  so  the  first  loss  would  be  the  only 
loss.  With  regard  to  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  had  said,  he  did  not  think 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  obtain  much 
sympathy  in  the  House,  because  it  was  very 
obvious  that  Nelson  had  been  carrying  on  sharp 
practice.  It  would  appear  that  Nelson  wanted 
Otago  to  keep  the  criminals  sent  from  that  pro- 
vince free  of  charge ;  but  the  Superintendent  of 
Otago  was  not  the  man  to  put  up  with  such  a 
thing  as  that. 

Mr.  CUBTIS  might  explain  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Otago  could  not  be  allowed  to  charge 
one  penny  more  than  the  actual  cost  of  mainten- 
ance of  prisoners  after  deducting  the  value  of 
their  labour. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  quite  admitted  that;  bat 
there  was  no  doubt  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
have  the  prisoners  kept  without  cost,  otherwise  no 
letter  would  have  been  sent  from  Nelson  com- 
plaining of  the  charge  for  the  ;maintenance  of 
prisoners  in  the  Dunedin  GhK>L  He  hoped  the 
House  would  agree  to  this  motion,  because  the 
officer  that  might  be  engaged  for  a  salary  of  £600 
a  year  would  merely,  be  an  officer  of  a  county 
gaol,  and  the  county  gaols  in  England  were  not  to 
be  compared  with  some  of  the  gaols  in  this 
colony.  There  were  some  model  prisons  at  Home, 
but  the  officers  connected  with  them  were  paid 
large  salaries.  The  Government  could  only  get 
an  inferior  officer  from  a  central  prison  at  such  a 
salary  aa  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  BOWEN. — You  are  quite  mistaken. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  might  be  mistaken,  bat 
they  would  know  better  next  year  whether  he 
was  mistaken  or  not.  If  it  was  not  too  late  it 
would  be  desirable  to  incur  a  small  expense  in 
stopping  the  appointment  of  a  person  to  the  of&D» 
of  Inspector-General  of  Prisons. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  trusted  the  Government  would 
pause  in  the  appointment  they  proposed  to  make. 
He  thought  it  was  a  very  unfortunate  thing  for 
New  Zealand  that  the  Minister  of  Justice  had 
not  more  piercinff  eyes  ;  he  raised  his  via  ion  so 
high  that  he  ovenooked  things  near  him.  It  was 
only  yesterday  that  the  question  arose  of  appoint- 
ing a  parliamentary  draftsman,  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  stated  that  he  could  find  no  person 
qualified  for  that  office  in  New  Zealand.  He  (Sir 
G.  Grey)  declared  that  he  knew  several  persons 
thoroughly  qualified.  He  knew  some  young  men 
who,  if  put  into  that  office,  would  make  a  dis- 
tinguished name  for  themselves,  and  greatly  im« 
prove  the  statutes  of  New  Zealand.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  could  not  discover  them.  They 
existed,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  ought  to 
discover  them.  Now,  the  honorable  member  told 
them  that  he  could  find  no  person  in  New  Zea- 
Und  qualified  to  fill  the  office  of  Inspector-Geneml 
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of  Pripons  which  the  GoTemment  proposed  to  set 
up.  He  (Sir  Q.  Q-rej)  knew  several  persons  in 
New  2Se&Iand  fullj  qualified  to  fulfil  the  duties  of 
such  an  office.  The  Question  connected  with  ap- 
pointments being  mader  in  England  was  a  much 
larger  one  than  might  at  first  be  supposed.  It 
was  quite  clear  that,  if  they  wished  to  give  any 
opening  to  men  in  this  country,  or  desired  to  in- 
duce men  to  come  into  the  country,  they  should 
not  discourage  people  living  in  their  midst.  There 
was  nothing  more  detrimental  to  the  deyelopment 
or  character  in  a  nation  than  the  highest  offices 
in  that  nation  being  closed  against  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country.  They  had  had  several 
instances  of  this  kind.  A  singular  one  has  been 
named — namely,  the  importing  of  a  person  to  fill 
the  office  of  Inspector  of  State  Forests.  He  could 
assure  the  House  that  in  New  Zealand  there 
were  at  least  three  gentlemen  eminently  qualified 
to  fill  that  office — two  of  them  of  great  repute  as 
botanists  hi  countries  far  beyond  New  Zealand — 
men  with  names  much  greater  in  the  world  at 
large  than  that  of  the  gentleman  appointed — men 
qualified  by  study  of  the  country,  by  botanical 
knowledge,  by  devotion  to  duty,  b^  claims  esta- 
blished in  this  country  from  services  rendered 
by  them.  Their  merits  were  overlooked  in  favour 
of  a  stranger  possessing  no  qualifications  at  all  to 
be  compared  to  theirs,  who  was  put  into  a  great 
office  of  that  kind.  That  was  a  great  misfortune 
lo  them,  and  a  great  misfortune  to  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Zealand  generally,  and  it  was  a  yery  un- 
fair thing  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony.  Then 
the  case  of  the  Surveyor-Gteneral  was  named. 
Now,  none  could  deny  that  there  were  several 
gentlemen  in  New  Zealand  eminently  qualified  to 
fill  the  office  of  Surveyor-General.  It  was  a 
mere  chance  that  they  got  an  inhabitant  of  New 
Zealand  put  into  that  office.  He  did  not  know 
where  they  were  to  stop  such  a  system.  He  did 
not  wish  to  use  any  words  of  flattery  to  the 
Speaker,  but  it  was  fortunate  for  them  that  he 
presided  over  their  deliberations ;  he  wondered 
that  the  honorable  gentlemen  did  not  send  Home 
for  a  Speaker.  He  really  did  not  know  where 
this  proceeding  would  stop.  Formerly  the  custom 
of  this  country  was  that  the  youth  of  New  Zea- 
land were  collected — promising  young  men — and 
pat  into  oflloes  in  the  public  service,  and  allowed 
to  deTelop  themselves  there,  and  they  were 
raised  to  the  highest  offices  in  the  country  from 
time  to  time.  In  what  respect  did  that  fail? 
The  leading  members  of  the  Civil  Service  at  the 
present  day  all  sprang  from  a  proceeding  of  that 
kind  and  of  that  nature.  He  still  hoped  that 
the  Gbrernment  would  determine  fairly  to  select 
the  officer  who  was  to  exercise  a  supervision  oyer 
the  gaols  in  this  country  from  amongst  the  in- 
habitants of  this  oountiy.  He  had  not  heard  a 
single  argument  in  favour  of  a  different  course 
being  pursued ;  in  fact,  the  whole  proceeding  of 
tho  Government  in  this  respect  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  great  mistake.  While  there  were  men  in 
New  Zealand  well  qualified  to  fill  this  office,  the 
QoTemment  were  going  to  the  expense  of  appoint- 
ing a  sentleman  in  England,  who  would  certainly 
be  inferior  to  those  men  he  left  behind  him  in 
that  country,  because  the  best  men  would  not 


come  out  to  this  colony  for  the  amount  of  salary 
to  be  paid.  They  would  be  entailing,  con- 
siderable expense  on  the  colony,  and  they 
would  not  get  a  better  man  for  the  office 
than  if  they  made  a  selection  from  quali- 
fied men  in  this  country.  Whilst  they  were 
doing  that  in  reference  to  England,  at  that 
end  of  the  world  they  had  a  gentleman  now  act- 
ing as  Agent- General,  who  was  probably  the  best 
man  in  Her  Majesty's  dominions  for  filling  that 
office — a  gentleman  who  had  rendered  great  ser- 
vices in  New  Zealand  formerly  in  the  field — a 
gentleman  who  had  illustrated  this  country  by 
pen  and  pencil — who  had  rendered  great  service 
to  England  in  many  capacities,  whose  ability  was 
so  recognized  there  that  he  was  put  into  the 
highest  office  which  his  position  in  life  enabled 
him  to  hold.  That  gentleman  was  to  be  turned 
out  of  the  office  of  Agent-General,  and  another 
gentleman,  certainly  not  superior  to  him,  was  to 
be  sent  Home  at  an  expense  which  the  House  had 
not  yet  been  able  to  get  a  proper  account  of. 
That  was  another  proceeding  of  the  same  kind 
taken  in  a  direction  which  he  could  not  under- 
stand. At  least,  he  could  not  get  the  reasons  why 
it  should  be  followed  out.  He  would  wish  to 
point  out  that  one  excuse  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Justice  for  the  course  he  was  pursuing  was 
one  which  he  could  not  imderstand.  The  honor- 
able member  complained  that  there  was  a  very 
meritorious  officer  in  this  country,  but  that  that 
officer  had  been  continuously  pressed  upon  his 
notice  for  many  months  past,  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  complained  of  that  as  a  grievance.  But 
surely,  too  much  pressure  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question.  If  the  person  were  fit  for  the  ap- 
pointment, too  much  pressure  by  his  supporters 
should  not  be  a  bar  to  his  receiving  it.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  this  particular  gentleman 
should  be  selected,  but  some  person  in  the  colony 
should  have  the  first  chance  of  obtaining  the  ap- 
pointment, and  that  such  a  person  could  be  ob- 
tained he  was  satisfied  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  countiy.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  not  allow  such  an  evil  to  be  inflicted  upon 
New  Zealand  as  that  prize  offices  should  be  given 
to  foreigners  brought  in  for  the  purpose.  He 
spoke  of  them  as  foreigners  because  they  were 
unknown  to  the  people  of  the  country.  If  such  a 
course  were  pursued  it  would  shut  out  all  expec- 
tation from  those  who  by  their  past  services  to  the 
country  had  a  claim  to  fill  those  vacancies  which 
fortune  might  present.  He  would  certainly  sup- 
port the  motion  of  the  honorable  naember  for 
Koslyn. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  was  sorry  that  the  name  of 
Mr.  Caldwell  had  been  dragged  into  this  debate. 
He  understood  the  Superintendent  of  Nelson  had 
some  complaint  against  that  gentleman,  arising 
out  of  something  connected  with  the  transfer  of 
prisoners  from  Nelson  to  Otago.  But  honorable 
gentlemen  well  knew  the  crafty  and  cunning 
tendencies  of  the  people  of  Nelson,  and  could 
easily  imagine  how  the  unsophisticated  people  of 
Otago  might  be  taken  in  by  them,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  the  people  of  Nelson  came  best  out  of  this 
transaction.  He  intended  to  support  this  motion, 
not  because  he  was  a  member  of  the  Opposition, 
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but  becaase  both  sides  of  the  Hou^e  admitted 
that  the  present  was  a  somewhat  critical  period 
in  th'e  finances  of  the  colony.  It  was  therefore 
not  a  time  for  the  creation  of  new  offices,  or  for 
incurring  fresh  expenditure.  If  it  could  be 
shown  that  it  was  a  case  of  emergency  to  appoint 
tliis  officer  at  onoe,  he  would  go  with  the  GK)Tem- 
ment;  but  no  such  emergency  existed-  The 
House  had  already  put  off  the  consideration  of  a 
central  penal  establishment  to  next  session,  and 
he  contended  that  in  the  meantime  the  Visiting 
Justices  and  present  machinery  would  be  suffi- 
cient during  the  recess.  As  the  two  questions 
were  somewhat  analogous,  the  Government  would 
do  well  to  postpone  this  question  also  till  next 
session.  lie  also  considered  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  Inspector  would  only  be  preliminary  to 
the  appointment  of  many  other  new  officers.  The 
House  had  an  instance  of  this  sort  of  thing  on 
the  previous  evening,  when  it  passed  the  vote  for 
the  Inspector  of  Stores'  Department.  When  that 
officer  was  first  appointed,  it  was  stated  he  would 
do  all  the  work  ;  that  he  would  himself  go  round 
the  colony  and  inppect  all  the  stores.  But  now 
there  was  not  only  an  Inspector  of  Stores  but 
also  an  inspecting  officer,  a  chief  clerk,  four  other 
clerks,  railway  store  clerk,  and  extra  clerical 
assistAnce,  causing  the  colony  an  expense  of 
£2,300  a  year.  It  would  be  found  in  the  same 
way  that  in  twelve  months  from  the  appointment 
of  an  Inspector  of  Prisons  there  would  be  clerks 
and  a  number  of  other  officers  to  assist  him,  and 
a  regular  department  would  be  established.  On 
the  other  part  of  the  subject,  he  held  that  if 
this  officer  were  to  be  appointed,  the  Government 
should  first  satisfy  themselves  that  there  was 
no  suitable  person  in  the  colony  to  take  the  oflice 
before  they  sent  Home  for  one.  Let  them  first 
look  amongst  those  who  had  oast  their  lot  in 
with  the  colony.  What  hopes  were  there  for  good 
men  to  come  to  the  colony  if,  when  such  appoint- 
ments as  this  were  to  be  made,  the  Government 
sent  Home  for  the  person  to  fill  it  P  It  was,  to 
his  mind,  a  mistake  to  pass  over  men  of  experi- 
ence in  the  colony  and  go  to  England  for  them. 
He  contended  that  England  was  not  so  superior 
to  New  Zealand  as  some  persons  appeared  to 
imagine  in  the  management  of  gaols.  They  liad 
by  no  means  arrived  at  the  best  system  in  many 
parts  of  England ;  whereas  there  was  in  one  or  two 
places  in  New  Zealand  as  good  a  system  of  prison 
discipline  as  could  be  found  anywhere.  It  was 
unfair  to  pass  over  men  who  had  come  out  here 
and  spent  the  best  years  of  their  lives  in  develop- 
ing the  colony,  and  to  go  to  England  for  an  officer 
for  this  appointment.  It  was  a  pity  Mr.  Cald- 
well's name  bad  been  dragged  in ;  but,  as  it  had 
been,  he  would  say  that  in  the  central  prison  in 
Auckland,  the  surrounding  walls  of  which  were 
wood,  great  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in 
keeping  prisoners  in.  Many  had  escaped,  and 
an  arrangem.ent  had  been  made  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Auckland  with  the  Superintendent 
of  Otago  to  transfer  some  of  the  more  dangerous 
to  the  prison  at  Dunedin.  There  they  were  kept 
safely,  and  at  a  cost  no  greater  than  if  they  had 
been  kept  in  Auckland.  That  was  an  answer  to 
the  complaint  of  the  Superintendent  of  Nelson. 


The  Government  ought  to  let  this  matter  stand 
over  for  the  present,  consider  it  during  tho  recces, 
and,  if  they  found  it  necessary  to  make  tlie  ap- 
pointment, select  some  one  in  the  colony  to  fill 
the  office,  if  they  could  find  any  one  competent  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  HABPER  said  that  most  honorable  mem- 
bers who  had  addressed  the  House  seemed  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  subject  on  which  they  were  talk- 
ing. He  did  not  profess  himself  to  have  any 
special  knowledge  of  it ;  but  the  few  remarks 
which  had  fallen  firom  the  Minister  of  Justice 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  who  had 
evidently  carefully  studied  the  subject,  led  him 
to  the  conclusion  that  some  of  the  remarks  of 
those  who  opposed  this  appointment  betrayed  the 
ignorance  oi  the  speakers.  Tho  honorable  mem- 
ber who  had  last  addressed  tho  House  stated 
that  no  emergency  existed  at  the  present  moment 
for  this  appointment.  Possibly  it  was  so,  and 
therefore  the  honorable  member  proposed  tliat 
the  question  should  be  adjourned  for  another 
twelve  months.  The  speech  of  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  however,  showed  that  tho  evil  was  grow- 
ing rapidly,  and,  unless  some  system  of  daseifict- 
tion  of  prisoners  were  adopted,  serious  conse- 
quences would  result.  If  that  were  the  case,  (he 
evil  should  be  checked  at  once.  It  would  take 
fully  twelve  months  to  obtain  this  officer  and 
enable  him  to  organize  his  work ;  and  if  the  ap- 
pointment were  postponed  for  that  time,  the 
prison  discipline  would  remain  in  its  present  un- 
satisfactory state.  This  was  one  of  those  cases  in 
which  the  economy  of  which  honorable  members 
spoke  so  much  would  be  found  very  expensive. 
It  would  be  far  better  to  spend  some  little  money 
now  and  get  a  good  offioer — a  man  who  knew 
something  of  the  new  appliances  of  the  large 
prisons  at  Home,  and  whose  knowledge  of  how  to 
use  those  appliances  would,  he  believed,  save  the 
colony  afterwards  a  considerable  amount  of  ex- 
pense. The  House  had  heard,  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon,  what  he  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  do  in  the  administration  of  the  prison 
in  Canterbury.  That  honorable  gentleman  had 
found  it  necessary  to  take  a  course  similar  to  that 
proposed  by  the  Government,  because  he  could 
not  find  a  good  man  in  the  place.  The  person 
who  was  brought  out  from  England  had  saved 
the  province  money,  by  bringing  to  the  assistance 
of  his  fellow-officers  those  new  appliances  which, 
although  well  known  in  England,  had  not  pre- 
viously reached  New  Zealand,  and  were  not 
likely  to  be  known  here  except  through  the  intro- 
duction of  new  blood.  As  he  had  already  said, 
this  was  just  one  of  those  cases  in  which  economy 
now  would  lead  the  oolony  to  great  expense  here- 
after. The  subject  was  of  too  serious  a  character 
to  be  passed  over  as  one  of  those  which,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  finances,  should  be  put  off  for 
a  time.  It  was  one  of  the  most  serious  questions 
that  could  be  brought  before  tlie  House.  Even 
if  good  officers  could  be  found  in  New  Zealand, 
the  House  must  remember  that  if  one  of  them 
was  appointed  to  this  office  he  would  be  taken 
away  from  his  present  work,  and  somebody  else 
would  have  to  be  found  to  put  in  his  place. 
Consequently,  if  an  offioer  were  brought  firom 
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England  it  would  only  be  adding  a  freah  officer 
to  thoee  already  in  the  colony,  and  not  one 
too  many,  for  they  wonld  all  find  plenty  of  wprk 
to  do.  He  could  not  therefore  support  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  HUNTER  thought  those  who  bad  spoken 
in  support  of  this  motion  did  not  quite  under- 
stand the  position  in  which  the  colony  would 
soon  be  in  regard  to  these  gaols.  As  he  under- 
tiood  it|  the  Government  would,  under  the  new 

rim,  take  upon  themselves  the  control  of  all 
gaols  in  the  colony.  The  House  had  this 
session  thought  it  proper  to  decree  that  in  the 
meantime  there  should  not  be  a  large  central 
penal  establishment.  The  Government  could, 
howeTer,  usefully  employ  this  officer,  and  arrange 
for  the  classification  of  prisoners  by  sending  him 
round  the  colony.  When  a  uniform  eystem  was 
.  established  throughout  the  colony,  a  Judge  pass- 
ing sentence  upon  a  prisoner  could  eend  him  to 
the  prison  in  which  it  would  be  best  to  place 
him.  The  system  would  be  very  much  improved 
if  some  person  were  appointed  to  control  all  Die 
gaols  throughout  the  colony,  because  then  mea- 
sures could  bo  taken  for  removing  prisoners  from 
one  place  to  another  as  was  thought  advisable, 
and  the  expense  would  not  be  much.  Some  re- 
ference had  been  made  that  d^y  and  on  the 
previous  evening  to  the  resolution  passed  lost 
session  in  favour  of  sending  to  England  for  some 
person  specially  qualified  to  draft  Bills.  At  the 
time  that  matter  was  discussed,  the  Government 
said  it  was  not  likely  that  the  services  of  a  proper 
person  could  be  obtained  in  the  colony  for  the 
salary  that  was  offered.  It  was  a  particular 
profession  in  England  ;  and,  as  no  persons  in 
the  colony  devoted  themselves  to  it  solely,  he 
thought  it  would  bo  impossible  to  get  a  duly- 
qualified  officer  without  going  to  England. 
However,  he  considered  that  in  such  a  matter 
as  that  the  Government  should  be  allowed  to 
exercise  th€ir  own  discretion.  With  regard  to 
the  question  immediately  under  consideration,  ho 
held  the  same  opinion — namely,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  use  their  own  discretion  as  to  whe- 
ther they  sent  out  of  the  colony  for  an  Inspector 
of  Prisons  or  not.  They  had,  he  believed,  a  very 
good  and  efficient  gaoler  in  the  city  of  Welling- 
ton ;  but  he  would  not  presume  for  one  moment 
to  say  that  that  officer  was  a  proper  person  to 
appoint  to  the  position  of  Inspector  ot  Prisons. 
They  required  a  man  of  very  large  experience 
for  that  office.  The  Minister  of  Justice  had 
referred  to  the  Prisons  Bill,  which  had  been 
introduced  in  England  lately.  It  had  been  ascer- 
tained, while  that  BUI  was  under  consideration, 
that  the  cost  of  some  gaols  was  twice  as  much  as 
that  of  others,  simply  owing  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  administered.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  a  person  in  the  colony  who  would  be 
competent  to  fill  such  a  position  as  that  of  In- 
spector of  Prisons  for  the  colony.  Holding  those 
views,  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  rote  against 
the  motion ;  and  ho  thought  the  Government 
would  be  wise  in  following  up  their  action,  so 
that  they  might  be  able  to  get  some  persou  from 
England  who  would  be  able  to  efiect  an  improve- 
ment which  was  very  much  wanted  iu  the  system 


of  gaol  management.  The  present  system  was 
unjust  both  to  the  public  and  to  the  criminals. 
There  were  no  means  of  classification  whatever, 
and  even  those  who  were  disposed  to  mend  their 
ways,  while  in  gaol  had  not  an  opportunity 
afforded  them  of  keeping  themselves  separate 
from  those  who  were  bolder  in  crime  than  them- 
selves. With  regard  to  the  Wellington  Gaol,  he 
might  say  that  a  division  of  the  prisoners  was 
made  there  already ;  but  before  it  could  be  called 
a  proper  system  of  classification,  there  would  have 
to  be  considerable  additions  made  to  the  building. 
Mr.  HENBY  said  the  only  objection  he  had  to 
this  appointment  was  on  account  of  the  salary 
that  was  put  down  on  the  estimates  for  the  person 
who  was  to  fill  the  position.  To  socure  a  proper 
officer  they  should  offer  a  much  higher  salary — in 
fact,  it  should  be  at  least  £1,000  a  year.  They 
should  either  have  a  suitable  officer  or  none  at 
all ;  and  £1,000  a  year  was  little  for  a  person 
holding  such  a  position.  He  had  had  some  ex- 
perience in  relation  to  prisons,  and  know  that  it 
required  a  great  deal  of  care  and  attention  to  in- 
stitute a  proper  system  of  classification. 

Mr.  LUMSDEN  was  rather  surprised  at  what 
had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Roslyn.  He  certainly  thought  the  colony  had 
arrived  at  that  stage  when  it  should  be  able  to 
cope  with  its  own  prison  management.  He  be- 
lieved that  in  Otago  the  gaol  had  been  very  suc- 
cessfully worked,  and  he  could  not  see  why  it 
was  necessary  to  go  outside  the  colony  for  an 
Inspector  of  Prisons.  He  believed  there  were 
some  very  able  persons  now  superintending  our 
prisons  ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  well  if  the 
talent  which  was  already  in  the  colony  could  be 
made  available  when  they  had  such  a  position  as 
this  to  bestow.  He  thought  the  introduction  of  a 
stranger  as  Inspector  of  Prisons  would  not  have 
a  good  effect  on  prison  management  generally 
throughout  the  colony.  The  classification  of 
prisoners  could  only  be  obtained  by  the  extension 
of  the  present  prison  buildings ;  but  that  was  a 
question  totally  separate  from  that  of  having  a 
fresh  Inspector  to  take  charge  of  all  the  gaols. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  tho  gentleman  who  had 
been  named  as  being  an  efficient  officer  in  Otago 
would,  if  proper  accommodation  were  placed  at 
his  disposal,  be  able  to  initiate  a  proper  system 
of  classification.  He  had  a  great  objection  to  the 
continual  creation  of  new  offices.  One  of  the 
greatest  evils  in  connection  with  the  Immigra- 
tion and  Public  Works  policy  had  been  tho 
creation  of  new  offices,  arising,  as  it  appeared, 
out  of  the  simple  desiro  to  si^nd  money  as 
fast  as  it  was  borrowed.  But  that  would 
come  to  an  end,  and  those  who  had  introduced 
the  measure  would  then  become  very  unpopular. 
It  would  be  better  for  them  to  take  Time  by 
the  fore-lock,  and  endeavour  to  reduce  the  expen- 
diture as  far  as  possible.  They  should  begin 
to  retrench  at  once ;  and  they  could  not  make 
a  better  beginning  than  by  striking  this  office  of 
Inspector  of  Prisons  out  altogether,  so  far,  at 
least,  as  sending  to  England  for  an  Inspector  was 
concerned,  but  rather  making  use  of  the  talent 
that  was  already  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  OARRINGTON  would  say  a  few  words 
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on  tbis  qiieBtion,  if  only  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing the  inconeistencj  of  honorable  members  of 
the  Houee.  Session  after  session  thej  had  been 
calling  upon  the  Goyernment  to  establish  a  cen- 
tral prison ;  but  no  sooner  had  Ministers  taken 
steps  to  do  so  than  they  met  with  opposition 
on  all  sides.  Then,  as  to  the  question  of  classify- 
ing prisoners.  Persons  might  be  sentenced  to 
terms  of  imprisonment  in  Auckland  and  Otago, 
and  one  of  them  would  hare  to  do  ten  times 
as  much  work  as  the  other  ;  because  in  different 
places  the  work  to  be  done  by  convicts  was  very 
different.  Until  there  was  some  system  of 
classification,  there  could  be  no  equality  in  the 
quantity  of  work  done  by  prisoners  in  different 
places. 

Mr.  SWANSON  thought  that  if  that  was  the 
only  difficulty,  it  could  be  easily  got  over.  The 
Minister  of  Justice  could  easily  find  out  where 
the  most  work  was  done,  and  they  could  choose 
the  gaoler  who  got  the  most  work  out  of  the 
prisoners  for  the  position  of  Inspector  of  Prisons. 
Such  a  man  would  be  the  best  for  the  country  and 
for  the  prisoners  too.  The  great  fault  was  this  : 
that  prisoners  was  sentenced  to  so  much  time,  in- 
stead of  so  much  labour.  He  would  like  to  see 
the  prisoners  sentenced  to  do  a  certain  amount  of 
labour.  If  men  were  compelled  to  work  hard 
during  their  term  of  imprisonment,  they  would  go 
out  of  gaol  in  much  better  fettle  than  they  did  at 
present,  and  would  be  in  a  much  better  position 
to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  It  was  not  a  man's 
short  hair  that  prerented  him  from  getting  em- 
ployment after  he  lefl  gaol,  but  the  fact  that  ho 
had  been  away  from  hard  work- for  such  a  length 
of  time  that  his  hands  would  get  blistered  when- 
eTer  he  attempted  to  do  anything,  and  therefore 
he  was  practically  useless  to  an  employer.  They 
could  quite  understand  what  sending  Home  for 
an  Inspector  of  Prison^  meant.  They  wanted 
to  get  a  man  of  good  education — a  man  who 
would  give  a  tone  to  society :  one  of  the  kid- 
gloTe  class.  If  this  motion  were  not  carried,  and 
the  GoTernment  brought  a  person  out  from  Eng- 
land to  act  as  Inspector  of  Prisons,  the  whole  of 
the  gaolers  in  the  colony  would  become  his  ser- 
vants. He  could  easily  conceive  that  such  a  per- 
son, after  he  had  been  in  the  colony  for  a  while, 
would  desire  to  provide  billets  for  his  friends  at 
Home.  It  was  all  very  well  to  help  one's  friends, 
but  he  would  tell  the  House  what  that  sort*  of 
thing  would  result  in.  ^here  would  be  a  complete 
department  formed,  and  the  Inspector  of  Prisons 
would  bo  allowed  enormous  travelling  expenses ; 
and  what  would  happen  when  they  got  him  out 
here  ?  Why,  he  would  have  no  experience  at  all 
which  would  be  of  use  to  the  Colony  of  New 
2^1and.  The  gaols  at  Home  were  like  great 
castles,  and  not  at  all  like  the  prisons  here,  and 
he  would  be  all  abroad  for  a  time  at  least.  He 
would,  so  to  speak,  have  to  get  his  education 
here.  In  his  (Mr.  Swanson's)  opinion,  this  was 
not  the  time  to  lay  the  foundation  of  what  would 
inevitably  become  a  costly  department.  He  had 
heard  a  sood  deal  about  classification,  and  he 
should  like  to  know  what  this  classification 
meant.  Did  they  want  to  classify  prisoners 
according    to    their    ages,    their    cnmesi    their 


sentences,  or  their  physical  atrengtli?  He  ap- 
prehended that  those  things  would  have  to  be 
taken  into  account.  Two  men,  say,  had  been 
guilty  of  a  theft,  and  were  sentenced  to  exactly 
the  same  term  of  imprisonment.  There  might 
be  an  enormous  difference  in  their  physical 
strength ;  but  some  plan  should  be  devised  bj 
which  they  could  be  put  to  work  in  such  a 
way  that  their  work  would  be  profitable  to  the 
country.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not  al- 
low a  man  f-o  be  imported  from  England  to  act 
as  Inspector  of  Prisons.  He  believed  it  had 
been  agreed  by  the  House  that  before  they 
looked  abroad  for  a  eervant,  they  should  see 
whetlier  they  had  not  got  the  man  they  wanted 
in  the  colony.  He  would  ask  the  Minister  of 
Justice  what  inquiries  bad  been  made  by  the 
Government  within  the  colony.  Had  they  in- 
quired whether  there  was  a  gentleman  at  the. 
present  time  in  the  colony  who  was  fitted  for 
the  position  of  Inspector  of  Prisons  P  He  had 
never  heard  of  any  inquiries  of  that  sort  having 
been  made.  Had  the  Government  inquired,  for 
instance,  not  only  amongst  the  gaolers  bat  out- 
side of  them  ?  Had  they  offered  a  prize  for  the 
best  essay  on  prison  management,  with  a  view  to 
economizing  prisoners'  labour  ?  It  was  only  fair 
and  right  that  the  House  should  expect  that  the 
Government  had  made  the  necessary  inquiries  in 
the  colony  before  they  sent  Home  tor  a  man  to 
fill  the  position.  There  was  one  point  more  to 
which  he  wished  to  refer.  He  happened  to  be 
for  three  or  four  months  on  a  prison  inquiry  in 
Auckland,  and  he  got  to  know  a  good  many  things 
during  that  time  about  the  management  of  prisons 
in  other  countries.  They  found  that  the  prison 
pystem  in  England  was  rar  from  being  the  best. 
The  prison  system  in  Ireland  was  entirely  differ- 
ent, and  was  beyond  all  comparison  better  tksa 
that  of  England.  They  found  that  the  prisons  in 
the  United  States  were  by  far  the  best,  and  were 
more  than  self-supporting.  They  also  found  that 
on  the  Continent  the  prisons  were  better  managed 
than  in  England.  If  they  were  going  to  send  out 
of  this  country  for  an  officer,  why  did  they  not 
find  out  where  the  prisons  were  best  managed, 
with  the  best  results  for  the  country  and  the 
prisoners?  He  hoped  the  House  would  pause 
before  they  went  to  this  expense. 

Mr.  FISHER  would  support  the  resolution. 
He  thought  in  the  first  place  they  could  not  well 
afford  the  cost.  He  was  surprised  that  the 
Minister  of  Justice  should  have  such  a  notion  of 
sending  Home  for  such  an  officer.  He  thought  it 
had  onen  and  often  been  the  case  that  billets 
were  given  to  men  from  England,  when  there 
were  men  in  the  colony  well  able  to  do  what  was 
required.  For  a  long  time  in  Canterbury,  it  was 
only  necessary  that  a  man  should  come  from 
England  and  should  have  known  Lord  Lyttelton's 
dog,  or  have  seen  it,  to  be  put  into  a  billet  over 
everybody  else  in  the  province.  He  thought 
their  experience  of  importing  goods  of  this  sort 
had  not  been  very  beneficial.  They  had  to  bring 
those  officers  out  from  England,  they  had  to  paj 
their  salaries,  they  had  to  give  them  compensa- 
tion, and  send  them  back  to  England  without 
having  done  any  good  whatever  for  the  colony. 
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Mr.  BURNS,  in  reply,  said  it  grieved  him  very 
much  to  interfere  with  the  Minister  of  Justice. 
His  pathetic  appeal  to  the  House  on  this  qaes- 
tion  was  perfectly  touching;  hut  he  recollected 
that  the  nonorable  gentleman  made  the  same 
appeal  on  a  recent  occasion.  He  thought  the 
Honee  would  be  able  to  judge  whether  there  was 
anythinff  but  theory  to  support  that  appeal.  The 
honorable  gentleman  was  simply  going  on  theory 
alone,  and  he  very  much  questioned  whether 
there  was  anything  practical  in  it  whatever.  They 
had  prisons  in  the  colonies  better  managed  than 
the  prisons  in  the  Home  country ;  and  he  was 
oertain  that  the  prison  management  in  England 
was  a  laughing-stock  to  the  whole  nation.  He 
was  sure  the  Pentridge  Prison  in  Victoria  was 
better  managed  than  any  prison  in  the  old  coun- 
try. He  did  not  thiok  the  circumstances  of  this 
colony  at  the  present  time  were  such  that  they 
should  make  any  new  appointments.  In  bringing 
forward  this  motion  he  simply  wanted  to  give 
the  House  an  opportunity  of  stopping  this 
appointment.  The  Minister  of  Justice  could 
not  say  that  the  appointment  had  been  made, 
and  he  thought  they  should  countermand 
the  appointment  at  once.  It  could  very  well 
stand  over  for  another  year ;  and,  if  the  appoint- 
ment was  absolutely  necessary,  he  hoped  it  would 
then  be  made,  and  that  some  gentleman  within 
the  colony  itself  would  be  appointed.  He  thought 
it  was  most  ungrateful  for  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kelson  City  (Mr.  Curtis)  to  moke  the  re- 
marks he  did  about  the  Ghtol  in  Dunedin.  He 
happened  to  know  something  about  the  matter 
referred  to  by  the  honorable  member.  The  pa- 
thetic appeal  made  by  that  honorable  member,  as 
Superintendent  of  Nelson,  to  the  Otago  officials 
about  those  prisoners  was  very  touching ;  and  now 
he  turned  upon  them  in  this  way,  after  they  had 
taken  chanre  of  prisoners  he  could  not  look  after 
himself.  The  circumstances  had  already  been 
correctly  detailed  by  an  honorable  member.  In 
the  first  place,  the  prisoner  referred  to  would  not 
work.  If  he  could  have  been  ihduced  to  work, 
the  Nelson  Government  would  not  have  been 
asked  to  pay  anything.  First  of  all,  the  man 
would  not  go  to  work,  and  then  he  fell  ill.  He 
was  afterwards  forced  out  to  work  almost  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  and  extra  officers  had  to  be 
put  on  to  look  after  him,  as  he  was  a  most  dan- 
gerous character,  he  having  been  a  bushranger, 
and  tried  for  murder.  Then  the  management  of 
the  Maori  prisoners  in  the  Dunedin  Gaol  was  a 
credit  to  any  one.  He  did  not  wish  to  speak  of 
Mr.  Caldwell  to  the  disparagement  of  any  other 
man  in  New  Zealand.  As  he  said  before,  he 
simply  mentioned  that  gentleman  because  he 
thought  he  was  capable  of  undertaking  the  duties 
of  such  an  office.  It  was  quite  possible  there 
were  others  in  the  colony  as  capable  as  he  was. 
It  was  perhaps  a  pity  that  his  name  was  brought 

rit  all ;  hut  he  wished  to  show  the  utter 
rdity  of  sending  to  the  Home  country  for 
officers  when  they  could  get  better  men  in  the 
colony.  The  same  thing  had  been  done  in  other 
departments;  and,  although  he  admitted  there 
were  some  exceptions,  the  great  bulk  of  the 
offioen  io  obtained  had  not  fiufilled  expectations. 

YOL.  ZXIU.-3tf. 


Question  put,  "  That  the  motion  be  agreed  to ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         24 

Noes         26 


Majority  against . 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Be  Laatour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  a.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  O'Borke, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimiiki, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Fisher. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Pyke, 


Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Telleri. 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis. 


Pais. 
For.  A^ainH. 

Mr.  Hodgkioson.  |    Mr.  Bunny. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

PROTECTION  OP  ANIMALS  ACT. 

Sir  G.  GRET,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  amend  the  29th 
section  of  the  Protection  of  Animals  Act ;  and  it 
was  in  reality  a  Bill  for  the  insertion  of  three  new 
words.  The  introduction  of  certain  noxious 
animals  was  prohibited,  and  it  was  proposed  to 
add  to  the  prohibited  animals  three  others, 
namely,  the  polecat,  which  was  most  destructive 
to  birds ;  the  stoat,  which  was  equally  destruc- 
tive to  birds ;  and  the  weasel,  which  was  espe- 
cially destructive  to  insectivorous  birds.  It  was 
known  to  eminent  naturalists  that  if  the  weasel 
were  allowed  to  be  introduced  into  a  country  with 
such  a  climate  as  New  Zealand,  it  would  breed 
with  extraordinary  rapidity ;  and  of  course  if  it 
did  so  it  would  materially  interfere  with-  the 
agriculture  of  the  country,  because  ther  would 
kill  the  birds  which  destroyed  the  gram-eating 
insects. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion  that  the  Bill  be  committed 
presently, 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  it  would  be  unfair 
to  honorable  members  who  had  Bills  on  the 
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Order  Paper,  to  allow  this  Bill  to  be  oommitted 
presentlj.  It  ought  to  'bide  its  chance,  like  all 
the  others.  He  had  a  Bill,  which  stood  No.  40 
on  the  Order  Paper,  and  had  been  there  for  five 
or  six  weeks.  It  was  unfair  that  some  honorable 
members  should  have  an  opportunity  of  getting 
their  Bills  committed  immediately,  while  others 
had  to  wait  such  a  long  time. 

Mr.  ANDREW  moTed,  that  the  Bill  be  com- 
mitted that  day  week.  He  was  not  in  his  place 
when  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  but  that, 
of  course,  was  his  own  fault.  However,  it  was 
not  fair  to  allow  this  Bill  to  stop  the  progress  of 
Orders  on  the  Paper.  As  to  the  question  as  to 
whether  stoats  or  weasels  should  be  introduced 
into  the  country,  there  might  be  rery  dilTerent 
opinions,  and  he  should  moTe,  That  the  com- 
mittal of  the  Bill  be  postponed  for  a  week. 

Mr.  SEYMOUK  thought  the  House  had 
rather  been  taken  by  surprise  by  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  It  stood  on  the  Order 
Pa^r  as  an  amendment  to  the  Protection  of 
Ammals  Act.  He  had  not  seen  the  Bill ;  but, 
rather  than  being  a  Protection  of  Animals  Act,  it 
ought  to  be  regarded  in  a  totally  different  ljght.i 
In  reality,  it  was  a  Noxious  Animals  Prohibition 
Bill,  and  would  prohibit  the  introduction  of  cer- 
tain animals  which  he  thought  did  not  come 
under  the  categoi^  of  noxious  animals.  It  in- 
cluded three  descriptions  of  animals,  any  one  of 
which  it  might  be  desirable  to  import.  They 
had  had  a  Select  Committee  appointed  that  ses- 
sion to  consider  the  question  of  the  rabbit  nui- 
sance, and  the  result  of  the  Committee's  investi- 
gation showed  that  a  very  large  amount  of 
damage  was  being  done  by  rabbits  —  so  great, 
indeed,  that,  with  all  the  means  at  their  disposal, 
it  seemed  scarcely  possible  to  cope  with  the  diffi- 
culty. It  had  been  suggested  in  many  places 
that  the  true  mode,  and  perhaps  the  only  mode 
open  to  them  to  prevent  the  increase  of  rabbits, 
was  by  the  introduction  of  those  animals  which 
could  not  be  introduced  if  the  Bill  were  passed. 
If  he  had  known  that  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  was  to  be  passed  so  hurriedly,  he  would 
have  spoken  against  it  then.  However,  if  the 
committal  was  postponed  to  that  day  week,  he 
would  say  no  more  upon  the  subject. 

Sir  Q-.  GBEY  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
committal  being  postponed. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

AUCKLAND   PBOVINCIAL   COUNCIL 
LIBEAEY  BILL. 

Mr.  O'BOBKE,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  give  effect  to 
the  wishes  expressed  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Provincial  Council  of  Auckland  in  regard  to  this 
subject.  He  had  not  brought  it  forward  from 
any  terror  of  the  Spoliation  of  Provinces  Bill, 
becavfe  he  believed  the  people  of  Auckland  were 
possessed  of  sufficient  public  spirit  to  prevent  that 
Bill  ever  becoming  law  in  that  province ;  but, 
unfortunately,  they  had  been  unable  to  hold  a 
meeting  of  the  Provincial  Council  for  the  last 
eighteen  months,  and,  for  that  reason,  it  was  ne- 
.cessary  to  introduce  the  Bill  into  this  Assembly. 
Its  o^ect  was  to  enable  certain  members  of  the 


Provincial  Council  to  enter  into  negotiations  with 
the  City  Council  of  Auckland  for  tlie  transfer  of 
the  libraiy  to  the  City  Council,  in  order  to  form 
a  free  public  library  for  the  city  of  Auckland. 
There  were  certain  liabilities  of  a  moderate  amount 
attached  to  the  library,  and  referred  to  in  a 
clause,  which  he  would  fully  explain  in  Committee. 
The  names  of  the  members  of  the  proposed  Board 
of  Trustees  were  specified  in  clause  2 ;  and,  as  he 
had  already  stated,  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
convert  the  Provincial  Council  Library  of  Auck- 
land into  a  free  public  library — a  course  which 
he  would  like  to  see  adopted  with  resard  to  the 
Parliamentary  Library  in  the  Oenenu  Assembly 
Buildings.  The  Provincial  Library  of  Auckland 
had,  he  was  happ;^  to  say,  outgrown  the  limits  of 
a  parliamentary  library,  and  he  believed  the  re- 
mark equally  applied  to  the  library  attached  to 
this  House.  The  sooner  these  were  made  public 
libraries,  and  the  benefits  obtained  from  the 
public  money  expended  in  the  formation  of  these 
libraries  thrown  open  to  the  public,  the  better  it 
would  be  for  the  people  at  large. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WAITABA  HAKBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

Mr.  KELLY,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  it  was  one  which  he  had  no  doubt 
would  commend  itself  to  the  House,  because  it 
contained  no  endowment  clauses  and  gave  no  bor- 
rowing powers.  In  these  respects  it  differed  from 
many  of  the  other  Harbour  Board  Bills  which 
had  been  introduced  into  the  House.  The  aboli- 
tion of  provinces  had  rendered  the  Bill  necessary, 
in  order  that  a  body  might  be  establbhed  to  look 
after  the  harbour  at  the  Waitara,  which  was  a 
thriving  port,  but  suffered  at  present  from  the 
want  of  any  local  power  to  manage  it. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  like  to  know  the  opinion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  G-rey  and  Bell  upon 
this  Bill.  This  Bill  was  intended  to  build  up  at 
Waitaia  a  rival  nort  to  that  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  form  at  New  Plymouth.  Although  one 
man  had  been  afcruggling  for  a  generation  to  esta- 
blish a  harbour  of  refuge  at  New  Plymouth,  the 
House  was  now  asked  to  tinker  up  the  bar-bound 
river  of  Waitara.  The  honorable  membw  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  said  there  were  no  borrowing 
powers  or  endowment  clauses,  but  it  would  be 
found  that  that  was  a  thing  that  would  only  last 
for  one  year.  He  warned  his  honorable  friend 
the  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  that  next 
year  the  honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
would  be  sure  to  come  down  and  ask  for  endow- 
ments and  powers  to  borrow.  Without  those 
powers  this  measure  voold  be  perfectly  useless, 
for  it  would  be  found  thttt  the  rates  which  could 
be  raised  in  the  district  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
keep  the  pilots  in  tobacco.  He  hoped  the  honor- 
able member  for  G-rey  and  Bell  would  express  his 
opinion  upon  the  measure  before  it  was  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  CARRINGTON  had  vexy  few  words  to 
say  upon  the  subject,  and  they  were  to  this  effect : 
that  the  explanation  given  by  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  was  perfectly  correct 
The  reason  no  endowments  were  asked  for  was, 
that  he    (Mr.    Carrington),  as  Superintendent 
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of  felia  ProTiDoe,  had  alreftdr  made  ar»ngo- 
nwnU,  and  would  take  oare  that  the  place  was 
pfoperi^  endowed.  The  paseins  of  this  Bill 
would  in  no  waj  interfere  with  the  oonstruction 
of  the  larger  harbour  at  New  Pljmouth,  beoauie 
ita  object  wae  merely  to  proride  for  the  local 
BMoagement  of  the  tmaller  harboar  at  Waitara. 
Bill  read  a  aeoond  time. 

C.  PHILLIPS. 

Hie  Honie  went  into  Committee. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  mored,  That  an  addiew  be 
pweented  to  Hie  Excellenoj  the  Goremor,  re- 
qneiting  him  to  recommend  to  this  House  an 
appropriation  of  £800,  to  meet  the  report  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  in  the  oase  of  Mr. 
Ooleman  Phillips.  The  other  eyening,  in  asking 
that  this  question  might  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  he  informed  honor- 
able members  that  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
had  brought  up  a  report^  and  in  it  had  reoom- 
nonded  that  Mr.  Coleman  Phillips  should  receive 
a  Mim  of  £300  as  compensation,  and  to  repay  him 
the  moncT  he  was  out  of  pocket  for  personal  ez- 
penset  while  in  Wellington.  The  matter  had 
been  thoroQghl  j  gone  into  by  the  Committee,  and 
they  were  fully  satisfied  that  Mr.  Phillips  was  de- 
serring  of  some  eompensalton.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  pass  the  motion. 

Mi^  ATKINSON  hoped  the  Committee  would 
not  agree  to  the  motion.  He  was  unable  to 
attend  the  Select  Committee,  but  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  motion  recommending  that  Mr. 
Coleman  Phillips  should  reoeive  £800  was  only 
oanied  by  a  majority  of  one*  He  had  heard 
that  the  Committee  was  rery  much  diyided  on 
the  question.  He  understood  that  the  Committee 
were  pretty  unanimous  in  thinking  that  Mr. 
PhiUipe  should  rsceiye  £150,  which  they  con- 
adered  a  reasonable  amount  for  the  expenses 
wbioh  Mr.  Phillips  had  been  put  to  in  Welling- 
ton ;  and  he  would  be  ywpared  to  place  that 
amount  on  the  estimates,  without  sending  an  ad- 
dress to  His  Szeellency  at  all,  if  the  honorable 
member  was  prepared  to  accept  it.  In  order  to 
put  the  question  to  a  test  as  soon  as  possible,  he 
would  moTe,  That  the  words  "  three  hundred  "  be 
ooiitted,  and  that  the  words  "  one  hundred  and 
Bfty  "  be  inserted  in  lien  thereof. 

Mr.  8HBBHAN  hoped  the  honorahle  gentle- 
man who  had  mored  the  motion  woald  not  accept 
10s.  in  the  pound.  The  foots  of  the  case 
might  be  summed  up  very  briefly.  They  were 
these;  Mr.  Coleman  PhiUips  had  originated  a 
schflBe  for  extending  the  trade  of  this  colony  to 
the  South  Pacific  Islands.  Whether  thai  scheme 
was  worth  the  money  or  not,  the  then  Premier  of 
the  colony  thought  it  worth  while  to  bring  Mr. 
PhiUipe  to  Wellington,  to  keep  him  here  for  a  long 
time,  and  to  consult  with  him.  And  afterwards 
he  went  so  for  as  to  engage  to  form  a  company  in 
Auckland  to  work  out  the  scheme.  In  1874  the 
Sbttth  Sea  Islands  scheme,  based  upon  Mr. 
Phillipe's  speculation,  wae  proposed  as  one  of  the 
leading  measurss  of  the  session.  He  might  re- 
marh,  by  the  way,  that  afterwards  it  gave  way 
tp  tlie  Abolitioii  scheme.  This  fivst  remained 
WEtooeheds   thi^t   whateffr   Mr.   PhiUipe   had 


to  sell,  whether  it  was  worth  the  money  or 
not,  the  colony,  through  its  Premier,  offered  him 
a  price  which  Uiey  now  wished  to  compound 
for  £300.  He  thought  that  to  offer  Mr.  Phillips 
10s.  in  the  pound  on  that  sum  was  beneath  the 
dignity  of  the  House  and  the  colony.  It  might 
be  true  that  other  persons  had  proposed  schemes 
like  the  South  Sea  Bubble;  but  he  contended 
that,  if  Mr.  Phillips  came  into  the  market  in 
1871  or  1872,  if  he  was  the  only  person  agitating 
this  particular  scheme,  and  if  the  Goremment 
thought  it  worth  while  to  send  for  him,  and 
aiterirards  to  form  a  company  and  to  recommend 
the  proposals  to  Parliament,  it  was  unfair  on 
the  part  of  the  House  UT  turn  round  now  and 
repudiate  the  action  of  the  Premier,  and  refuse 
to  give  Mr.  Phillips  reasonable  compeneation. 
He  believed  Sir  Julius  Yog^l  himself  did  not 
deny  that  Mr.  Phillips  had  a  claim.  He  ad- 
mitted he  had  come  to  Wellington  at  the  expense 
of  the  GoTcmment,  and  that  he  was  entitled 
to  compensation.  The  proposal  to  offer  £160 
Nvas  a  monstrous  injustice.  Mr.  Phillips  must 
haye  spent  oyer  £160  in  bringing  his  petition 
before  the  Committee,  and  it  was  now  proposed' 
to  giye  him  merely  his  expenses  for  prosecuting 
his  claim.  He  trusted  the  Qoyemment  would 
not  press  their  proposal. 

BCr.  (3t,  MoLBAN  did  not  think  the  motion 
had  been  put  in  exactly  the  form  the  Committee 
made  their  recommendation.  The  Committee 
recommended,  by  a  majority  of  one,  he  thouglit, 
that  £160  should  be  paid  to  Mr.  Phillips ;  and  in 
addition  to  that  the  Committee  recommended 
that  his  expenses  should  be  paid  down  to  Wel- 
lington, and  were  not  to  exceed  £150.  He  did  * 
not  think  any  one  would  say  that  £160  would  be 
spent  on  a  trip  from  Auckland  to  Wellington. 
It  would  be  seen  that  this  motion  pnoposml  to 
exceed  eyen  what  the  report  recommended  by  a 
considerable  sum.  After  inyestigating  the  whole 
matter  himself,  he  held  that  Mr.  Phillips  was  not 
entitled  to  anything  more  than  his  expenses  in 
coming  down  here,  for  had  he  gone  to  England  to 
float  this  scheme  in  the  face  of  the  absolute  col- 
lapse of  the  company  at  Tahiti  at  the  time,  he 
(Mr.  McLean)  was  confident  he  would  not  haye 
been  able  to  raise  a  pound  on  the  scheme.  If  Mr. 
Phillips  had  preyented  the  colony  from  launching 
into  such  a  scheme,  he  thought  he  would  have  a 
better  cU^im  for  £800.  He  would  be  quite  will- 
ing, as  proposed  by  the  Premier,  to  giye  Mr. 
PhUlips  £150,  and  he  was  sure  it  would  be  per- 
fectly satisfootory  to  the  latter,  because  he  hardly 
thought  Mr.  Phillips  expected  to  get  £800.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  agree  to  the  proposal 
to  giye  £160,  and  would  not  consent  to  yote  away 
money  in  the  manner  proposed. 

Mr.  LUSE  confessed  be  had  listened  witli  some 
surprise  to  the  melancholy  appeal  made  to  the 
Committee,  an  Appeal  which  he  regretted  should 
haye  come  from  any  honorable  member  occupying 
a  seat  on  the  Goyemment  benches.  The  Com- 
missioner of  Customs  appealed  to  the  Committee 
to  giye  this  petitioner  J&160,  and  his  reason  for 
doing  this  wae,  that  he  thought  the  petitioner 
would  foel  rather  glad  to  get  it.  In  foot,  the  peti> 
tioner  thought  they  were  going  to  treat  him  to 
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badly  that  he  would  be  latiified  with  even  this 
tmaU  modicum  of  justice.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man must  be  aware  that  what  he  had  said  gave 
but  a  rery  incorrect  idea  of  the  state  of  things. 
It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Lusk)  absurd  that  they 
should  go  into  the  question  at  all  of  what  were 
the  chances  of  Mr.  Ooleman  Phillips  floating  a 
particular  company  in  London.  That  was  not  a 
question  with  which  the  honor  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country  was  in  any  way  concerned.  The 
question,  as  already  put,  was  whether,  a  gentleman 
haring  oonceiTed  a  scheme,  and  that  scheme  haT- 
ing  been  taken  from  him  at  a  price  by  the  late 
Premier  on  behalf  of  the  colony,  and  for  the 
purpose,  as  he  supposed,  of  doing  a  great  benefit 
to  the  colony,  it  became  them  to  say  that,  because 
if  he  had  been  iJlowed  to  carry  out  the  original 
■ohame,  and  to  try  to  form  a  company,  he  would 
have  failed,  therefore  they  should  only  giye  him 
part  of  the  price  agreed  to  be  given.  It  had  been 
twice  stated  from  the  GoTemment  benches  that 
this  recommendation  was  passed  in  the  Committee 
by  a  m^ority  of  one.  That  was  incorrect.  It  was 
passed  by  seren  votes  as  against  five.  Such  a 
misstatement  having  been  mMie  by  two  honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches,  he  was  led 
to  believe  that  their  examination  of  the  matter  had 
been  a  rery  cursory  one.  He  thought  it  was  unfair 
to  the  petitioner  that  they  should  take  this  report 
as  being  altogether  a  complete  statement  of  the 
case.  The  report  stated  that  it  had  been  shown 
that  Mr.  Phillips  supplied  information  relative 
to  the  Polynesian  scneme.  Now,  it  had  been 
shown  that  Mr.  Phillips  had  done  a  great  deal 
more  than  give  information.  In  the  papers  laid 
before  Parliament  in  1878,  Sir  Julius  Vogel  stated 
that  the  idea  originated  in  his  mind  from  the 
suggestions  made  by  Mr.  PhiUip|S.  So  that  it 
was  not  information  that  B£r.  Phillips  supplied, 
but  the  orif;inal  conception  of  what  was  called 
the  Polynesian  scheme,  which,  whether  it  was  a 

rd  or  bad  idea,  was  at  all  events  considered  to. 
of  such  value  by  the  then  GK>vemment  that 
th^  positively  insisted  that  they  must  have  it, 
and  stated  that,  if  they  did  not  have  it,  they 
would  start  a  rival  scheme  themselves,  and  so 
render  it  impossible  for  Mr.  Coleman  Phillips  to 
form  a  company.  He  would  not  attempt  to 
characterize  the  spirit  in  which  this  matter  was 
conducted  by  the  late  Premier  of  New  Zealand. 
That  genUeman  no  longer  held  a  seat  in  the 
House,  and  therefore  could  not  reply  to  any 
statements  that  might  be  made.  He  did  not 
wish  to  make  any  reflections  upon  the  conduct  of 
Sir  Julius  Vogel ;  but  he  must  say  that  it  did  not 
enhance  the  honor  of  the  public  men  of  New  Zea- 
land that  they  should  attempt  now  to  raise  a 
controversy  as  to  the  exact  relations  between  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  and  Mr.  Phillips.  He  thought  the 
evidence  was  quite  sufficient  to  show  that  at  all 
events  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Phillips  was 
treated  was  such  as  they  should  not  wish  to  see 
repeated  very  often  in  New  Zealand.  He  did 
not  wish  to  weary  the  Committee  in  any  way  by 
dealing  with  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  he  would 
therefore  merely  say  that  he  thought  any  one 
who  had  taken  the  trouble  to  inform  himself 
<W9j  Ih^JKS^}^^^  ^^^  Me  plainly  that  £150  would 


be  very  small  compensation  indeed  for  the  abso- 
lute money  expenses  Mr.  Phillips  was  put  to  by 
the  action  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  He  was  kept,  so 
to  speak,  on  a  string  for  many,  many  months  s 
he  was  encouraged  to  come  to  Wellington  and 
sta^  for  some  months ;  he  was  enoounged  to  go  to 
Fiji  on  two  oooasions ;  and  for  a  length  of  time 
was  employed  absolutely  in  working  up  the  details 
of  this  scheme,  which  was  taken  by  the  Gh>vem- 
ment  on  a  distinct  promise  that  from  one  source 
or  another  they  would  get  Mr.  Phillips  £2,000  as 
compensation  for  the  services  he  haid  rendered. 
When  that  was  considered,  it  would  be  apparent 
to  every  one  that  £160  was  ridiculously  small 
compensation.  But  in  addition  to  that,  surely 
something  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Phillips  for 
the  loss  of  his  time,  because  a  man's  time  should 
be  regarded  as  of  some  value  when  he  gave  it  up 
to  prosecute  any  matter  which  was  considered  to 
be  of  value  to  the  public  service.  When  all  those 
things  were  considered,  and  further  when  it  waa 
considered  that  this  petitioner  had  been  for  up- 
wards of  two  months  prosecuting  his  claim  before 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  he  maintained 
that  the  award  proposed  to  be  made  by  a  respect- 
able majority  of  the  Committee,  after  full  iuTOsti- 
gation,  was  the  smallest  possible  award  that  oould 
be  granted  in  accordance  with  ordinary  justice 
and  fair-play.  He  trusted  the  Committee  would 
have  no  hesitation  in  granting  the  full  amount. 
He  must  say  he  considered  the  full  amount  itself 
a  very  pitiful  award,  when  all  the  circumstances 
were  considered.  At  all  events  he  trusted  that 
the  Committee  would  not  be  led  away  by  anj 
reference  to  the  possibility  of  Mr.  Phillips  not 
being  able  to  float  the  scheme,  a  matter  which 
had  absolutely  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  justice  of  the  claim  before  the  House.  He 
must  say  it  did  appear  to  him  an  extraordinarj 
thing  that  the  Government  should  come  there 
and  boggle  about  £160  in  a  case  of  this  kind, 
when  they  must  know,  the  petitioner  was  much 
more  than  £160  out  of  pocket  in  prosecuting  this 
claim  before  the  Committee. 

Bir.  BETNOLDS  said  he  had  attended  all  the 
meetings  of  the  Committee  except  one,  and  his  im- 
pression was  that  Mr.  Phillips  was  not  entiUed  to 
anything  except  his  passage  money  from  Auckland 
to  Wellington,  and  his  expenses  while  he  was  in 
Wellington.  A  number  of  resolutions  were  brought 
up  in  the  Committee.  It  was  first  moved  that 
a  sum  not  exceeding  £160  should  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Phillips  for  expenses  incurred  in  coming  to  Wel- 
lington. It  was  then  proposed  as  an  amendment 
that  £160  should  be  struck  out,  and  £600  substi- 
tuted. On  the  question  being  put,  £160  was 
carried  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Chairman.  It 
was  then  moved  that  after  "£I60  "  the  following 
words  be  added :  "  and  that  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing £360  be  given  him  for  his  other  expenses." 
That  would  show  how  the  Committee  was  en- 
deavouring to  cany  out  its  own  views.  Seeing 
that  in  aU  probability  this  last  resolution  would 
be  lost,  the  Committee  adjourned.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  it  was  moved  that  after  the  words 
£160  the  following  words  be  added:  "That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  £160  be  given  him  for  his  other 
expenses."    That  was  put  to  the  Committee^  and 
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tbBj  again  divided,  there  being  six  on  each  side ; 
and  it  was  decided  bj  the  casting  Tote  of  the 
Ohaiiman  that  the  words  should  he  added.  And 
then  there  was  another  motion  to  the  effect  that 
ICr.  Fhillipa  was  entitled  to  the  expenses  he  had 
incurred  in  oomiDg  to  Wellington  in  reference 
to  that  subject,  not  exceeding  £160,  and  that 
»  sam  of  £150  be  ^iTen  to  him  for  his  other 
expenses.  That  motion  was  carried  hj  seren  to 
flre.  That  was  the  position  of  the  matter ;  and 
he  fislt  sure  that  if  honorable  members  had  been 
present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee,  there  woold  be  very  few  of  them  that 
would  Tote  in  favour  of  anj  larger  sum  than  that 
proposed  by  the  GK>Temment. 

Mr.  BBES  had  known  Mr.  Coleman  Phillips 
for  many  years,  and  he  knew  that  for  some  time 
before  the  Polynesian  scheme  was  bronght  out  he 
was  engaged  in  elaborating  a  scheme  for  a  private 
oompany.  He  availed  himself  not  only  of  the 
knowledge  gained  by  two  yisits  to  the  islands, 
but  of  the  knowledge  of  seyeral  other  gentlemen, 
especially  that  of  Mr.  Stemdale,  a  man  who  had 
been  trading  to  the  islands,  a  man  of  great  in- 
tellectual power,  and  a  man  who  contributed  a 
series  of  long  and  most  interesting  letters  refer- 
ring not  only  to  the  beauty  and  capabilities  of 
the  islands,  but  to  the  advantages  which  would 
aoerue  firom  establishing  commercial  intercourse 
with  them.  Mr.  Phillipe  was  engaged  for  a  long 
time  in  working  out  the  scheme,  and,  haying 
communicated  it  to  other  gentlemen,  became 
known  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  then  Mr.  Vogel ;  and 
it  was  he  who  first  proposed  to  Mr.  Phil&ps  that 
it  should  assume  the  form  of  a  political  as  well 
as  of  a  mercantile  scheme.  Mr.  Phillips  was 
then  told  —  there  was  nothing  more  than  an 
understanding  about  it,  but  it  was  a  dear  under- 
standing—that he  would  be  paid  £2,000  for 
parting  with  hu  store  of  knowledge.  He  did 
xx>t  know  whether  what  he  had  said  about  Mr. 
Stemdale  eame  out  before  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee ;  but  he  knew  it  as  a  fact,  inasmuch 
as  Mr.  Stemdale  and  other  gentlemen  who  had 
traded  about  the  islands,  and  had  obtained 
yaluable  information,  told  him  that  they  had 
ffiven  the  information  to  Mr.  Phillips,  who  had 
nimself  mapped  out  the  whole  scheme,  which 
was  afterwvds  adopted  by  the  Government, 
and  introduced  to  the  Legislature  in  1874.  No 
doubt  they  all  sympathised  with  the  Gh)yemment 
in  endeavouring  to  keep  down  the  claims  on  the 
public  purse,  but  there  was  such  a  thing  as  poll- 
tieal  uprightness.  The  Committee  should  re- 
member that  Mr.  Phillips  was  promised  £2,000  { 
and  now,  after  waiting  three  years,  and  after 
coming  down  to  Wellington  at  the  instance  of  Sir 
Julius  Yogel,  to  further  the  scheme  which  was 
considered  so  yaluable,  he  was  to  be  put  off  with 
£160.  He  did  not  think  that  was  fair.  It  was 
not  calculated  to  raise  the  reputation  of  the 
House,  or  the  character  of  its  leading  men.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  adopt  the  report  of 
the  Petitions  Committee.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers,  who  appeared  to  hide 
behind  a  smiling  face  a  heart  as  hard  as  a  mill- 
stone, said  the  Committee  were  divided  equaUy, 
nz  to  six,  and  that  the  motion  for  giring  Mr. 


Coleman  Phillips  £800  was  only  carried  on  the 
casting  yote  of  the  Chairman.  The  honorable 
gentleman  seemed  to  be  at  sixes  and  sevens,  for 
it  happened  that  the  motion  was  carried  by  seven 
to  five.  The  Committee  haying  recommended 
that  Mr.  PhUlips  should  receive  £300  instead  of 
£160,  he  hoped  the  House  would  indorse  that 
recommendation.  £300  would  in  no  way  re- 
compense Mr.  Phillips  for  his  trouble  and  outlay ; 
and,  looking  at  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  House  should  not  refuse  to  grant  that  sum. 

Bir.  BRANDON  said  it  would  establish  a  very 
bad  precedent  to  pass  this  vote  upon  the  strength 
of  a  report  of  a  Committee.  Because  a  specula- 
tor might  suggest  to  a  Minister,  or  to  the  Goyem- 
ment  of  the  day,  a  scheme  which  might  be  useful 
to  the  colony  or  advantageous  to  the  community, 
did  that  constitute  a  good  claim  to  compensation  F 
He  suggested  the  scheme,  and  received  a  promise 
that,  it  it  was  taken  up  and  succeeded,  he  would 
receive  a  sum  of  £2,000 ;  but  it  was  not  taken 
up  by  the  colony,  and  he  was  not  precluded  in 
any  way  from  taking  advantage  of  his  own  know- 
ledge and  experience.  He  had  the  right  to  sub- 
mit his  scheme  to  any  other  country  or  to  any 
private  company  who  might  desire  to  enter  upon 
such  an  unaertaking ;  and  what  claim  could  he 
poesibly  have  upon  this  colony  ?  The  Minister 
who  negotiated  with  Mr.  PhilUps  was  not  author- 
ixed  by  the  Qoyemment  to  do  so,  and  when  the 
scheme  vras  submitted  to  the  House  it  refused 
to  adopt  it.  If  Mr.  Phillips  were  yoted  a  sum 
sufficient  to  cover  his  expenses  in  coming  to  Wel- 
lington to  lay  his  scheme  before  Sir  Julius  Yogel, 
'and  at  his  request — ^that  was  all  he  was  entitled 
to.  To  say  that  they  were  bound  to  ratify  aU  the 
actions  of  a  Minister  who  chose  to  take  up  the 
scheme  of  any  speculator,  and  pledge  the  colony 
to  the  payment  of  a  certain  amount  of  compen- 
sation, was  a  monstrous  proposition.  It  was  im- 
possible to  say  what  sums  they  might  be  made 
liable  to,  if  every  speculator  who  had  the  priri- 
lege  of  laying  before  a  Minister  a  specious  scheme 
were  afterwards  to  haye  the  right  to  come  to 
the  House  and  say, "  You  have  sucked  mj  brains, 
you  have  taken  advantage  of  my  knowledge,  and 
now  I  require  payment  for  it."  It  would  be 
quite  sufficient  that  Mr.  PhiUips's  expenses  to 
Wellington  should  be  paid. 

Mr.  MUBBAY-ATNSLEY  would  go  further 
than  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down.  This  was  a  scheme  for  which  the  Go- 
yemment  were  in  no  way  responsible,  because  in 
no  sense  was  it  taken  up  for  the  good  of  the 
public.  A  certain  gentleman  got  an  idea  into 
his  head,  and  he  went  to  the  then  Premier  and  ex- 
plained his  scheme,  which  certainly  vras  taken  in 
hand  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel ;  but  the  Legislature  re- 
fused to  adopt  it,  so  that  it  could  not  be  regarded 
as  a  public  scheme.  Besides,  private  circulars 
relating  to  the  subject  were  sent  all  oyer  the 
colony,  with  the  object  of  forming  a  company ; 
and  that  did  not  look  as  if  Mr.  Phillips  regarded 
it  as  a  public  matter.  Had  it  been  a  public 
matter  it  would  have  been  announced  officially  in 
the  Ontetie.  And  while  the  investigation  was 
going  on  before  the  Committee,  Mr.  Phillips 
vrrote  a  letter  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  in  which  he 
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■iated  that;,  if  members  of  the  MinistfT  attended 
the  meetings  of  the  Committee  simply  to  yote 
against  him,  he  should  be  oompelled  to  take  mea^ 
snres  to  preTent  Sir  Julius  Vogel  leaving  the 
colony  until  the  matter  was  re-investigated. 
That  did  not  look  as  if  it  was  a  GoTemment 
matter.  He  intended  to  take  steps  to  compel  a 
Minister  to  work  for  him,  simply  because,  when 
the  scheme  was  a  failure,  he  wanted  the  colony  to 
pay  his  expenses.  Mr.  Whitaker,  writing  to  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  on  the  15th  August  last— he  was 
then  Postmaster-Gheneral — said, — 

"  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Phillips's  claim  for  compensation, 
I  haye  to  say  that  I  recollect  your  stating  more 
Uian  once,  at  the  interviews  I  had  with  you  on 
the  subject  of  the  South  Sea  scheme,  that  you  do- 
Bxred  that  Mr.  Phill^M  should  receive  some  re- 
muneration for  his  trouble  in  the  matter,  and 
you  proposed  to  insert,  in  what  I  suppose  may  be 
called  the  prospectus,  a  provision  that  ha  should 
be  paid  £2,000,  to  which  I  objected,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  prejudice  the  chance  of 
snocess ;  and  that  I  stated  it  would  be  auite  com- 

Stent  for  the  company,  when  formed,  to  grant 
r.  Phillips  any  sum  they  thought  fit." 

It  was  not  the  Government  who  were  to 
ffive  the  £2,000.  It  was  the  company — ^"when 
formed."  Mr.  Phillips  got  up  a  scheme;  he 
showed  it  to  a  person  who  happened  to  be 
Premier  of  the  colony,  and  laid  it  before  him; 
he  endeavoured  to  form  a  private  company,  and 
to  get  a  guarantee.  That  was  all  the  colony  had 
to  do  witii  it:  it  refused  to  indorse  a  proposal 
for  a  guarantee  to  any  company  that  might  be 
formed  to  carry  out  that  scheme,  which  then  went 
back  to  the  persons  who  originated  it.  He  did 
not  see  how  the  colony  could  bs  considered  liable, 
merely  because  Sir  Julius  Yogel  happened  to  be 
Premier  at  the  time. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  was  surprised  to  hear  the  honor- 
able gentleman  >P«Bk  in  that  strain.  Had  the 
colony  always  refused  to  recognise  engagements 
entered  into  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  while  acting  as 
Premier?  When  Sir  Julius  Vogel  went  Home 
to  negotiate  for  a  San  Francisco  mail  service,  did 
he  not  pledge  the  colony  to  an  extra  expenditure 
by  £7,000  ?  And  did  not  these  same  honorable 
members  back  him  up  th^i?  Was  not  this 
scheme  entered  upon  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  upon 
the  dear  undentanding  that  it  was  to  be  a 
colonial  undertaking,  and  was  not  New  Zealand 
to  reap  whatever  advantage  resulted  from  itP 
He  read  some  extracts  the  other  evening,  and 
would  not  now  read  them.  In  1874,  when  Sir 
James  Feigusson  was  Gh>vemor,  the  matter  was 
taken  up,  and  a  Bill  was  brought  before  the  As- 
sembly to  make  this  a  New  Zealand  scheme.  If 
a  Minister  could  be  allowed  to  break  his  word  in 
any  case,  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  indeed. 
No  doubt  Mr.  Phillips  was  stopped,  both  by  the 
then  Governor  and  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  from  going 
Home;  and  their  letten  prore  tlwt.  With  re- 
ference to  the  divisions  which  had  been  alluded 
to  by  the  honorable  member  f<Mr  Port  Chalmers^ 
he  would  point  out  to  the  House  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  not  stated  the  question  fairiy. 
W^en  the  Committee  were  aboat  to  oonnder  tiieir 


report,  the  room  was  deluged  by  gentlemen  who 
luMd  not,  with  one  exception,  been  prsseat  duiins 
the  consideration  of  the  case,  and  had  not  heard 
the  evidence.  They  said  they  had  read  the  evi- 
dence ;  but  that  evidence  had  been  .very  mate- 
rially altered  by  Sir  JuUos  Vogel  in  a  verf 
marked  manner.  Several  lines  were  struck  on^ 
and  othen  were  interlined,  in  his  evidence.  It 
was  very  much  altered  and  toned  down.  He 
would  appeal  to  the  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton if  that  was  not  the  fact.  They  both  pointed 
out  in  the  Committee  that  the  evidence  had  been 
altered,  and  they  were  told  it  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  K£LLY  said  the  evidence  was  not  sab- 
stantially  altered :  the  grammar  was  corrected  and 
it  vras  made  clearer.  The  evidenoe  vraa  gone 
over  by  the  shorthand-writer  afterwards. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  they  turned  up  the  evi- 
dence, and  saw  that  it  had  been  altered.  They 
endeavoured  to  decide  what  had  been  struck  out, 
but  they  could  not  make  out  what  it  waa.  How 
could  the  honorable  member  say  that  the  evideooe 
was  not  substantially  altered — ^because  they  ooold 
not  see  how  it  had  been  altered,  they  could  onlj 
see  the  red  ink.  If  those  who  hfd  heard  the 
eyidenoe  had  been  allowed  to  decide  the  matter, 
the  sum  recommended  would  have  been  more 
than  it  was.  Two  Ministen  apneared  on  the  last 
occasion,  but  the  Committee  had  hardly  had  the 
honor  of  seeing  their  faces  before.  If  honorable 
members  would  refer  to  the  ptoceedingSi  th^ 
would  see  that  the  Hon.  G.  McLean  attended  on 
the  22nd  of  Aueust ;  and  on  the  day  the  Com- 
mittee considered  their  report,  th^  were  honored 
^hj  his  presence  and  that  of  Mr.  KicdiardsOB.  It 
was  to  this  packing  of  the  Committee  he  and 
others  objected  at  Sie  time,  and  it  caused  great 
delay  in  bringing  up  the  report.  Mr.  Phillips  had 
a  fair  claim  to  compensation,  and  the  Committee 
should  agree  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  that  as  the  honofable 
member  talked  about  packing  the  Committee,  he 
could  not  let  the  remark  pass  without  notice. 
As  often  as  his  duties  allowed  him  he  went  to 
that  Committee ;  and  on  the  day  referred  to  he 
had  not,  before  he  entered  the  room,  the  slightest 
idea  as  to  what  was  before  the  Committee.  He 
heard  one  of  his  colleagues  being  yery  severely 
handled  for  expressing  his  views  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  he  stopped  in  the  room.  He  hap- 
pened to  take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  knew,  without  hearing  the  evidence, 
pretty  well  as  much  as  any  member  of  the  Com* 
mittee  did  about  the  subject.  He  took  part  in 
the  discussion  and  voted,  as  he  was  entitled  to 
do ;  but  he  objected  altogether  to  the  honoraUe 
member  stating  that  the  Committee  waa  packed 
in  any  way  on  that  day. 

Mr.  HISLOP  did  not  thin^  the  honorable 
member  complained  altogether  of  the  way  in 
which  Ministen  attended  the  meetings,  but  he 
complained  more  particularly  of  the  conduct  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Poit  Chalmers.  It 
was  a  rather  remarkable  thing  that,  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee,  the  name  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  onlpr  appcMred  on  one  day  previous 
to  the  final  deeinon,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  tUohard- 
son's   only  appeared   on  the  day  upon  whiob 
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the  deeiflion  wm  ariifed  at.  He  thought  it 
WM  owixift  to  the  action  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  rort  Chalmers  that  those  honorable 
gentlemen  and  one  other  member,  supporters 
of  the  GoTemment,  turned  up  for  the  first 
time  on  that  day  upon  which  tne  petition  was 
finally  considered.  He  did  not  know  how  it 
was,  but  it  always  appeared  to  be  made  a  Qo' 
remment  question  on  the  Committee  that  Mr. 
Phillips  should  reoeire  nothing  at  all,  and  he  was 
astonished  to  hear  the  Commissioner  of  Customs 
agree  this  evening  that  a  sum  of  £150  should  be 
placed  upon  the  estimates  for  Mr.  Phillips,  for 
previoosly  the  honorable  gentleman's  opinion  was 
that  he  was  not  entitled  to  anything.  That  was 
his  contention  before  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee, and  the  honorable  gentleman  had  not  told 
the  Committee  how  he  had  now  arriyed  at  the 
decision  that  Mr.  Phillips  was  entitled  to  £160. 
The  honorable  member  might  as  well  have  gone 
the  whole  lengtb,  and  said  he  was  entitled  to  the 
£dOO  which  lubd  been  recommended  by  the  Pub- 
lic Petitions  Committee.  The  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  Country  District,  he  thought,  had 
stated  the  case  rather  unfairly  to  the  Committee. 
It  was  not  the  case  of  a  speculator  giving  to  the 
Premier  for  the  time  being,  and  agreeing  that  if 
the  matter  were  a  success  he  would  be  compen- 
sated ;  but  Mr.  Phillips  went  to  the  Premier  at  the 
iuTitation  of  the  Premier,  and  laid  before  him 
a  well-digested  scheme  for  the  settlement  of  those 
islands.  The  Premier  was  so  struck  with  it  that 
he  at  once  agreed  to  bring  it  before  Parliament ; 
and.  he  then  entered  into  an  agreement  with  Mr. 
Phillips  that  a  certain  thing  should  be  done,  and 
alter  that  Mr.  Phillips  should  receive  a  certain 
sum  of  money.  Afterwards,  Mr.  Phillips  was  not 
satisfied  with  what  had  been  done ;  and  after  he 
had  been  told  not  to  go  home  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel, 
he  was  told  to  go  about  his  business,  because  the 
Premier  was  going  to  get  other  persons  to  work 
out  the  scheme.  Mr.  Jrhilli]^  then  wrote  to  the 
Premier  stating  that  if  he  accepted  the  scheme  or 
made  any  use  of  it,  he  would  have  to  be  compen- 
sated by  receiving  £2,000.  The  Premier  then, 
without  the  consent  of  Mr.  PhiUips,  published  the 
scheme,  or  rather  took  the  eyes  out  of  it.  He 
laid  the  matter  before  the  House,  notwithstanding 
the  protest  of  Mr.  Phillips.  As  the  Premier  had 
laid  the  scheme  before  the  House  after  that  pro- 
test, there  was  certainly  an  implied  contract  on 
the  part  of  the  Premier  to  pay  for  the  scheme 
whether  it  was  a  successful  one  or  not.  That 
clearly  appeared  from  the  letters  published  in  the 
evidence.  He  hoped  the  Committee  would  agree 
to  vote  the  whole  sum,  because  it  was  but  very 
poor  justice  to  Mr.  Phillips,  considering  the  way 
in  wluoh  he  had  been  treated  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  G-.  MoLEAN  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitaki  bad  taken  great  interest  in  Com- 
mittee in  advocating  this  gentleman's  case.  The 
House  would  think  it  very  stranse  if  Ministers 
allowed  votes  to  come  before  the  Assembly  with- 
out investigating  them.  The  honorable  member 
seemed  to  think  that  Ministers  had  not  a  right  to 
go  to  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  at  any  time 
they  pleased,  or  to  read  evidence  that  had  been 
taken.   When  a  inatter  came  before  the  House 


upon  which  money  was  claimed,  he  took  an 
interest  in  it,  and  iQways  examined  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  to 
see  whether  the  elaim  was  just.  The  honorable 
member  said  Ministers  did  not  go  near  the  Com- 
mittee often;  but  did  the  honorable  gentleman 
think  that  Biinisters  had  nothing  else  to  do  but 
to  attend  a  Committee  every  da^  F  How  would 
they  be  able  to  meet  the  House  if  they  did  that  P 
He  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Phillips  was  entitled 
to  his  expenses  in  attending  at  Wellington,  and 
it  was  proposed  to  give  him  £160.  How  many 
people  put  schemes  before  the  public  with  the 
view  of  getting  so  mneh  if  the  scheme  floated,  but 
if  it  did  not  Uiey  would  receive  nothing.  That 
was  the  usual  course  with  all  such  schemes,  and 
he  did  not  think  Mr.  PhiUips  should  be  made  an 
exception  to  the  rule.  As  to  Mr.  Phillips  being  en- 
title to  £2,000,  it  was  true  he  was  to  get  £2,000 
out  of  it  if  possible— if  the  scheme  succeeded ;  but 
it  was  not  a  success.  He  hoped  the  Committee 
would  agree  to  £150  only,  because  that  was  every 
shilling  Mr.  Phillips  was  entitled  to,  and  tu 
more. 

Mr.  GIBBS  was  a  member  of  the  Committee, 
and  had  not  been  actively  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Phillips  getting  £160,  but  he  had  done  so  nega- 
tively as  against  any  larger  sum  being  agreed 
to.  He  was  prepared  to  support  the  sum  of 
£150,  as  far  as  that  covered  the  expenses  Mr. 
Phillips  had  been  put  to ;  but  his  own  opinion 
had  been  that  Mr.  Phillips  had  not  any  claim 
whatever  upon  the  colony — that  he  had  forced 
his  plans  upon  Sir  Julius  Togel,  and  that  it 
'was  arranged  between  them  that,  if  a  company 
was  floated,  Mr.  Phillips  should  have--as  he 
expressed  himself  in  a  letter — some  appointment 
equivalent  to  £800  or  £1,000  a  year.  Sir  Julius 
Yogel,  in  his  evidence,  said  he  did  not  think  Mr. 
Phillips  was  a  person  Ukely  to  give  any  company 
value  for  £1,000  a  year;  but  he  was  prepared  to 
reoommend  that,  if  a  company  was  floated,  Mr. 
Phillips  should  have  a  bonus  of  £2,000.  He 
could  not  see  how  in  any  way  that  compromised 
the  GK>vemment  of  the  countiy ;  and  he  thought 
Mr.  Phillips  had  no  further  claim  than  any  other 
promoter  of  a  company  who  failed  to  float  it  had 
upon  those  who  endeavoured  to  assist  him  in 
doing  so.  It  was  simply  that  and  no  more,  as 
£sr  as  he  oould  see.  The  Committee  tacitly  ad- 
mitted that  Mr.  Phillips  should  be  paid  the  £160 
to  cover  his  expenses — and  in  addition  that  he 
should  have  £150  to  compensate  him  for  the 
losses  he  had  sustained.  This  he  (Mr.  Gibbs)  had 
opposed.  With  regard  to  the  observations  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Franklin  about  the 
alterations  in  the  evidence,  they  were  merely 
verbal  alterations,  and  it  was  not  unusual  for 
witnesses  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  evi- 
dence when  the  copy  was  submitted  to  them  to 
sign.  The  alterations  made  did  not  alter  the  facts 
in  any  way. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — Could  you  decipher  what  was 
struck  out  P 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  he  had  certainly  no  difficulty 
in  doing  so.  He  supposed  the  original  copy  o£ 
the  evidence  could  be  produced  if  necessary. 

Mr.  LVSK  said  the  last  two  speaken  had  con- 
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Teyed  an  entirelj  erroneous  impression  of  this 
matter,  although  he  did  not  eay  they  intended  to 
do  80.  They  gave  the  impresBion  that  there  was 
a  sort  of  partnership  existing  between  Sir  Julius 
Yogel,  then  Premier  of  New  Zealand,  and  Mr. 
Coleman  Phillips — that  there  was  a  sort  of  bar- 
gain that  Mr.  Phillips  was  to  get  something  out 
of  the  company  if  he  succeeded  in  floating  it,  but 
not  otherwise.  He  oould  not  imagine  how  any 
honorable  member,  in  the  face  of  the  documentary 
evidence,  oould  for  one  instant  take  such  a  yiew  as 
that.  Mr.  Phillips  remonstrated  in  the  strongest 
manner,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  published 
with  the  evidence,  at  the  course  proposed  to  be 
taken  by  the  Premier.  That  was  before  the 
scheme  was  laid  before  the  House  at  all.  He 
pleaded  in  the  strongest  possible  manner  with  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  not  to  insist  upon  taking  his  scheme 
and  rendering  it  absolutely  worthless,  without 
giving  him  compensation.  He  wrote  thus  : — "  I 
cannot  give  up  the  hope  of  so  many  months  with- 
out a  struggle,  and  why  I  have  to  do  so  I  cannot 
imagine.  I  have  heard  that  you  possess  the 
power  of  swaying  men  according  to  your  own 
ideas ;  but  here  I  sent  you  the  plan  because  I 
wanted  your  assistance,  and  you  take  it  all  from 
me.  I  will  not  submit  to  this.  If  you  take  the 
plan  and  carry  it  through,  you  must  guarantee  to 
me  the  compensation  you  named — £2,000.  If 
you  take  the  plan  and  publish  it,  you  must  still 
guarantee  compensation.  I  will  say  one-half 
that  sum."  Sir  Julius  Yogel  did  take  the 
scheme  and  published  it.  How  oould  any  one, 
in  the  face  of  that  statement,  say  that  Sir  Julius  ^ 
Yogel  was  at  liberty  to  use  that  scheme  and  pub- 
lish it,  and,  after  publishing  it,  was  at  liberty  to 
say  that  it  was  nothing  at  all  ?  The  originator 
of  that  scheme  was  dragged  into  that  position. 
It  was  Tery  hard  that  he  should  be  forced  into 
the  position  of  a  partner  in  a  scheme— that  he 
should  be  dragged  into  it  in  this  way.  He  was 
really  surprised  that  any  honorable  members  who 
had  taken  part  in  this  inresti^tion  should  have 
made  such  statements  to  the  £&use. 

Mr.  Q-IBBS  said  the  honorable  member  had 
read  a  portion  of  a  letter  from  Bir.  Phillips.  He 
(Mr.  Gibbs)  would  read  an  extract  from  Sir 
Julius  Yogel's  evidence  :  — 

"Did  you  not  promise  something  of  the  sort 
when  you  proposed  bringing  the  matter  before 
Parliament  ?— What  matter  ? 

"The  matter  of  the  Polynesian  scheme? — 
After  Mr.  Phillips  wrote  me  the  injudicious  letter 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  I  told  him  he  might  do 
what  he  liked,  but  that  if  a  company  were  mrmed 
I  would  try  and  get  him  £2,000. 

"  Did  you  lead  him  to  believe  that  the  matter 
would  be  brought  before  Parliament  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seeing  if  the  Parliament  would  adopt  it  P 
-:-I  do  not  think  so.  I  told  him  he  was  at 
liberty  to  do  as  he  liked  ;  but  if  the  scheme  was 
carried  out,  I  would  try  and  get  him  £2,000." 

That  was  the  other  side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  SWANSON  had  made  up  his  mind  not  to 
say  anything  about  this  matter,  but  he  really 
oould  not  resist  making  some  remarks  upon  the 
evidence  as  printed.  In  looking  over  the  evidence 
given  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  he  failed  to  find  a  oertoiii 


answer  given  to  a  question,  an  answer  which 
every  member  of  the  Committee  had  heard.  The 
answer  was  either  struck  out  or  nerer  put  in. 
He  would  read  the  question  he  had  himself  put 
to  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  and  the  answer  ae  printed : — 

"  Would  the  Government  have  given  anything 
if  the  scheme  had  been  carried  out  P — My  opinion 
ift,  that  it  would  have  made  an  arrangement  by 
which  the  company  would  have  paid  something ; 
but  I  was  never  prepared  to  put  the  Gt>vemment 
to  any  expense.  If  the  company  had  gone  on, 
we  should  have  insisted  upon  the  daims  of  Mr. 
Phillips  being  considered.  It  was  in  my  mind  to 
do  that,  but  certainly  not  to  put  the  colony  to 
any  expense." 

He  would  ask  any  member  of  the  Committee  if 
that  was  the  answer  given  P 

Mr.  HAMLIN.--Certainly  not. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— Certainly  not.  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  said  that  any  reasonable  consideration 
would  be  paid.  He  would  read  the  letter  written 
by  Sir  Julius  Yogel  to  Mr  Phillips : — 

"  (Private.) 

"  Wellington,  6th  November,  1878. 

"Dbar  Sib,— I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note, 
and  think  you  had  better  delay  doing  anything 
until  you  see  me. 

"  I  have  thought  much  over  your  proposal,  and 
have  a  suggestion  to  make  whicn  I  think  you  will 
like ;  and  mei|nwhile  I  would  wait,  and  not  tell 
your  plans  to  others.  The  quieler  you  are  about 
them  the  better. — I  am,  &c., 

"  JULITTS   VOGBL. 

"  P.S. — ^I  am  sure  to  be  in  Auckland  in  the 
course  of  a  couple  of  months,  probably  sooner, 
and  the  delay  will  do  no  harm.  Let  me  know 
what  you  decide  upon.  "  J.  Y." 

He  would  read  another  portion  of  Sir  Julius 
YogeVs  evidence  when  being  examined  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui,  Mr.  Bryoe : — 

"  Did  you  sugg^t  to  Mr.  Phillips  that  he 
might  get  a  reward  for  his  connection  with  the 
scheme?— I  think  that  I  treated  Mr  Phillips 
quite  confidentially.  I  suggested  to  him  to  come 
down  to  Wellington,  and  did  not  conceal  from 
him  that  I  thought  the  Government  would  take 
up  the  idea  and  cany  it  out." 

Mr.  ANDREW  said  that  the  claim  which 
Mr.  Coleman  Phillips  had  brought  before  the 
House  was  worth  notning  whatever.  The  scheme 
itself  was  utterly  worthless.  He  (Mr.  Andrew) 
would  undertake  for  a  couple  of  pounds  to  pro- 
duce as  good  a  one.  What  did  the  scheme  really 
amount  to?  In  the  statement  put  before  the 
Committee  by  Mr.  Coleman  Phillips,  it  was 
called  the  "  Original  Draft  of  the  Polynesian 
Scheme.  Proposed  Scheme  for  a  Trading  Com- 
pany for  Polynesia."  The  objects  were  stated 
to  be — 

"  (1.)  The  supply  of  native  labour  in  the 
Polynesian  group,  and  to  the  Australian  colonies. 
(2)  To  take  advantage  of  the  dormant  labour 
resident  in  the  islands,  by  exchanging  trade  for 
island  productions.  (8.)  To  acquire  ultimate 
dominion."  * 

Was  this  House  going  to  compensate  Mr. 
Phillips  for  suggesting  tlukt  something  very  like 
slave  labour  ihould  be  employed  P    If  they  im- 


1876.] 


a  PMtt^. 


[HOTTSB.] 


a  Phaiipi. 


281 


ported  sUto  labour,  they  would  be  liable  to 
ponishment  aa  pirates.  Mr.  Phillips  did  consider 
that  labour  of  tnis  kind  should  be  imported.;  but 
what  did  Sir  Julius  Yogel  say  to  the  proposal 
to  import  suoh  labour?  He  stated  in  his  eri- 
donoe, — 

"I  was  afterwards  rather  shoclred  at  haying 
been  led  into  giying  mj  approval  to  a  proposu 
which  had  suoh  a  prominent  feature  as  dealing 
with  human  labour.  There  are  one  or  two  ex- 
preseions  in  the  thing  which  are  rather  ugly." 

And  were  they  going  to  giye  Mr.  Phillips  com- 
pensation for  hayine  suggested  a  plan,  portions  of 
which  seemed  "  ugly"  P  It  seemed  to  him  that 
Mr.  Phillips  did  not  deserre  anything  for  that. 
Then  they  had  a  certain  amount  of  information 
about  geography  which  might  be  easily  nicked  un. 
Tliey  were  told  that  some  of  the  Paono  Islands 
belonged  to  France— that  some  of  them  belonged 
to  America,  and  different  other  countries.  They 
were  not  told  how  to  deal  with  the  islands  be- 
longing to  foreign  Powers.  Mr.  Phillips  did  not 
say  anything  about  France  in  relation  to  these 
islands,  except  that  "France  I  aToid."  He  re- 
ferred to  the  Wealeyan  Mission  in  this  way : 
*'  This  influence  must  be  courted  and  gained  ;  I 
fancy  that  it  can  be  gained.  They  cannot  expect 
always  to  rule  these  islands."  The  suggestion 
was  that  we  were  to  supplant  the  Weslejan  mis- 
sionaries, and  rule  these  islands  instead  of  them. 
He  did  not  think  thepeople  in  those  islands  would 
benefit  by  baring  Coleman  Phillips  as  a  ruler 
instead  of  a  Wesleyan  missionary.  Were  they 
to  compensate  Mr.  Phillips  for  suggesting  such  a 
scheme  as  that  P  No.  It  was  alM^lutely  worth- 
less. Then  there  were  other  points  whidi  really 
did  not  deserye  any  consideration,  and  which  a 
boy  might  have  suggested.  Mr.  Phillipa  said  that 
the  mode  of  proceoure  was  to  plant  stations  on 
different  islands.  Well,  that  was  what  Robinson 
Crusoe  did  on  one  island  of  the  Pacific,  and  he 
neyer  appl^  for  any  compensation.  Then  Mr. 
Phillips  went  on  to  say,  "  Let  small  vessels  call  at 
regular  intervals."  Well,  that  was  what  Bobin- 
son  Crusoe  did.  He  sent  out  vessels,  and  went 
himself  as  supercargo,  to  visit  his  island.  The 
whole  scheme,  as  propounded  by  Mr.  Phillips, 
was  a  trumpery  aifair  altogether.  Mr.  Phillips 
first  went  out  to  the  islands  in  1872,  and  he 
broached  his  scheme  to  Ministers  in  1878.  Was 
that  any  reason  why  he  should  come  to  this 
House  for  compensation  of  any  kind?  That 
gentleman  then  told  them  that  this  was  an  ori- 
ginal scheme.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  prospec- 
tus of  the  Polynesian  Cooipany,  Limited,  brought 
out  in  Melbourne  in  1868.  That  was  sent  as  a 
dreular  to  Sir  Julius  Voeel,  and  yet  Mr.  Phillips 
came  to  the  House  and  sought  for  compensa- 
tion as  the  originator  of  the  Polynesian  scheme. 
Bir  Julius  Yopd,  in  his  evidence,  stated, — 

*'  Mr.  Phillips's  scheme  pointed  to  a  large  trad- 
ing company,  something  after  the  nature  of  the 
old  chartered  companies;  and  the  first  idea 
which  it  originated  in  mv  mind  was  that  a  charter 
should  be  obtained  for  it ;  and  I  freely  concede 
to  him  the  credit  of  having  started  this." 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  Bast  India 
Company  had  charters  granted  to  them  hundreds 
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of  years  before  Mr.  Phillips  was  ever  heard  of. 
If  the  scheme  was  suoh  a  great  scheme,  why  was 
it  not  brouffht  forward  m  this  House  P  The 
Ministry  had  the  Bill  read  a  first  time,  but  they 
did  not  venture  to  attempt  to  read  it  a  second 
time ;  they  knew  the  House  would  kick  it  out. 
Were  they  to  waste  their  time  in  wading  through 
these  papers,  and  considering  the  Polynesian 
scheme  P  Mr.  Phillips  was  not  entitled  to  any- 
thing. If  entitled  to  anything,  it  was  not  from 
this  House.  If  there  was  such  a  thing  as  Minis- 
terial responsibility,  it  should  apply  to  this  case. 
If  a  Minister  entered  into  an  arrangement  with 
Mr.  Phillips  without  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  promised  compensation  for  something, 
in  that  case  the  thing  ought  to  fall  upon  the 
Minister  himself.  If  this  House  did  not  give 
compensation,  by  all  means  let  Mr.  Phillips  ^ve 
his  action  at  law.  If  he  did  that,  and  succeeded, 
the  House  might  then  jerj  well  consider  whether 
they  should  compensate  Sir  Julius  Yogel.  His 
own  opinion  was  that  Mr.  Phillips  shou&  not  re- 
ceive one  halfpenny. 

Mr.  BOLLBSTON  said  there  were  one  or  two 
observations  which  had  not  fallen  fairly  from  the 
last  speaker.  If  the  question  of  traffic  in  slave 
labour  was  an  improper  one  to  entertain,  when  it 
was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Phillips,  that  was  a 
good  reason  for  rejecting  his  proposal.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for  Wairarapa 
that  this  scheme  was  a  complete  bubble,  that  the 
whole  transaction  was  wrong  and  improper  on 
the  part  of  the  Premier;  but  that  was  not  the 
question.  The  question,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  was 
this :  Was  it  to  be  understood  that  negotiations 
could  be  entered  into  witli  the  Prime  Minister  of 
the  colony — ^and  even  beyond  that,  with  the 
Governor;  and  that  the  G-ovemor  should  write 
a  letter  such  as  that  which  appeared  on  page  17 
of  the  evidence,  which  clearly  showed  tnat  the 
Government  entertained  this  as  a  proposal  to  be 
brought  before  the  House,  and  that  they  appro- 
priated the  ideas  of  this  gentleman — was  it  to 
go  that  length,  and  then  that  a  man  was  to  be 
told  that  he  was  to  keep  his  ideas  quiet — after 
the  Government  had  appropriated  themP  Was 
that  to  be  done,  and  was  it  then  to  be  said  that 
he  was  not  to  receive  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
the  hopes  held  out  to  him  by  the  Governor  and 
the  Prime  Minister  P  That  was  the  point.  The 
whole  scheme  was  trumpery — even  silly,  perhaps ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  not  be  for  the 
credit  of  the  colony  that  it  should  go  out  to  the 
world  that  the  Prime  Minister  of  New  Zealand 
should  hold  out  promises  and  the  Governor 
should  back  them  up,  and  then  that  the  person 
to  whom  the  promises  were  made  should  be 
thrown  over.  The  fiict  was,  that  this  man's  in- 
formation, although  not  worth  anything,  was 
considered  to  be  worth  a  great  deal  by  those  who 
mt  it  from  him  and  who  made  use  of  it.  The 
House  was  bound  to  show  him  some  considera- 
tion ;  and  if  it  was  bound  to  give  any  consideration 
at  all,  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  stop  at  £150 
and  not  give  £S00,  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  ANDREW  moved,  That  the  amount  be 
reduced  to  sixpence. 
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Mr.  Andrew's  amendment  negatived. 
Question    put,  "Tbat  the  sum  of  £150   be 
agreed  to ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         80 

Noes         27 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, ' 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr:  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Minders, 
Mr.  G-.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhoose, 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Baiv, 
•  Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lantour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Ghwy, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Pearce, 


8 

Ateb. 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pylte, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
if  r.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  AndreWj 
Mr.  Richmond. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Sbeehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr,  Lusk. 


Paib. 
For*  J^ainsi, 

Mr.  Bams.  |  Mr.  Murray. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Question  put,  "That  the  motion  as  amended 
be  agreed  to  ;"  upon  which  a  divbion  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         60 

Noes         6 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballancc, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
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Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Staiford, 


Sir  G.  Orey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  HodgUnson, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk. 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhoiise, 
Captain  Morris, 


Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr:  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

TelUrs. 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Hislop. 


NOM. 

BCr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Reynolds. 


Tellers, 
Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Ormond. 


Pais. 
For,  Agtunst, 

Mr.  Murray.  |  Mr.  Bums. 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

AUCKLAND  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  BILL. 
Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  he  would  explain  briefiy  the 
reason  why  the  Bill  was  introduced.  In  1875, 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland  passed  an 
Act  called  the  Public  Buildings  Act,  which 
authorized  certain  Commissioners,  amongst  other 
things,  to  baild  an  hospital  with  moneys  to  be 
borrowed  on  the  security  of  certain  lands  re- 
served for  public  purposes.  The  Act  provided 
that  the  Commissioners  who  had  to  deal  with 
tho  matter  should  be  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Province  of  Auckland,  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Council,  and  certain  members  of 
the  Provincial  Council.  Those  Commissioners 
raised  a  portion  of  the  moner  required  for  build- 
ing the  hospital,  but  would  be  obliged  to  discon- 
tinue their  operations  on  the  coming  into  opera* 
tion  of  the  Abolition  of  Provinces  Act,  which 
took  away  from  the  Commissioners  all  their 
powers,  and  which  did  not  provide  for  a  case  of 
this  kind.  As  the  building  was  now  nearly  com- 
pleted, it  was  necessary  that  somebody  should  be 
able  to  do  the  work  of  the  Commissioners.  If  the 
Act  were  not  passed,  the  building  would  simply 
have  to  remain  in  an  unfinished  state.  The  pre- 
sent Bill  provided  that  two  members  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Executive  and  three  members  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  should  be  Commissioners.  He 
proposed  to  meet  the  difllculty  that  had  arisen 
by  means  of  this  Bill.  The  Bill  provided  that 
the  same  gentlemen  as  at  present  should  act  as 
Commissioners,  with  the  exception  of  the  Super- 
iotendent,  who  desired  that  his  name  should  be 
omitted  from  the  list.  The  Commissioners  would 
therefore  be  Messrs.  Reader  Gilson  Wood,  James 
Thomas  Boylan,  Patrick  Dignan,  William  Swan- 
son, and  George  Maurice  O  Rorke.  It  would  be 
their  duty  to  complete  the  building.  Tlieir  bor- 
rowing power  was  limited  to  £25,000,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  the  rents  of  the  reserves  were 
sufficient  only  to  pay  the  interest  on  that  amount. 
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Mr.  LUSK  did  not  visli  to  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  but  he  would  point  out  that 
thera  was  one  objectionable  feature  in  it.  The 
hcttorablo  gentleman  appeared  to  bo  unaware  of 
the  circumstances  connected  with  this  matter. 
Bjr  the  course  which  he  proposed  to  take,  he 
proposed  to  do  a  ytrj  serious  injury  indeed  to 
an  educational  endowment  in  the  ProTince  of 
Auckland.  It  was  considered  by  the  FroTincial 
Council  to  be  so  very  desirable  that  a  largo  hos- 
pital should  be  built  \\\  Auckland  that  a  majority 
of  the  members  were  prepared  to  throw  a  rery 
valuable  endowment  into  a  common  stock  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  security  for  raising  a  large  sum 
of  money,  two-fiftlia  of  which  should  be  applied 
to  the  hospilal,  and  thd  remaining  three-iiflhs 
to  educational  purposes.  By  the  course  now 
proposed,  that  proportion  would  be  practically 
reversed,  and  the  educational  property  which 
was  mortgaged  would  be  made  to  bear  the 
heaviest  part  of  the  burden  of  building  the 
hospital,  which  would  simply  be  taking  trust 
property  set  aside  for  education  and  mMiog  it 
fui  hospital  endowment.  He  thought  that  ought 
to  be  resisted  on  principle,  even  if  it  were  not 

Xtionable  on   the  ground  of  public  utility, 
n  the  Bill  went  into  Committee,  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  be  prepared  to  al).er  tde 
Bill  so  as  to  prevent  any  injustice;  and  if  they 
did  not,  he  would  ask  the  9ouse  to  do  so. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

TIMAEU  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Clanie  56.  —  Governor  may  set  aside  certain 
blocks  of  land  as  an  endowment. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  <^ii8e  as  amended 
»tand  Dart  of  the  Bill ; "  ]upon  which  a  division 
>ra8  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         29 

Kocs         5 


H%ority  lor 


24 


An9. 
Kiljor  Atkinson,  ICr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Ballaoce,  Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  Baiff,  Mr.  F^ke, 

Mr.  Boiren,  Mr.  Biohardson, 

Mr.  Bryoe,  Mr.  RoQeston, 

Mr^  Button,  Mr.  Sowe, 

Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  ShrimdEi, 

Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  Teaohemak^r* 

Mr.  Hodgkinson,  Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  KeUy,  Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  TeUert, 

Mr.  Lumsden,  Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  G.  McLean,  Mr.  Wason. 

Nobs. 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown,  Tell^t, 

Mr.  Hamlin,  Mr.  De  Lautour, 

IJr.  Joyce.  Mr.  Thomson. 

The  motion  w(u  consequently  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments,   which  were 
Igreed  to>  And  the  Bill  read  a  third  time. 


OTAGO  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Clause  6. — Port  Clialmers  Town  Council  may 
appoint  one  member. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  moved  tho  omission  of  tlw 
word  "  one,"  with  the  view  of  inserting  the  word 
"  two  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause  ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         4 

Mtgority  for        22 

Ayb8. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Shrlmski, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

TeUer9, 
Mr.  Eeid, 
Mr.  Reynolds. 

Nobs! 

I  TeUerg, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
I  Mr.  De  Lautour.    » 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

}lr.  ^acandrew.  |  Mr.  Tonks. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

^he  Bill  ^as  reported  with  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  REID  desired  to  place  on  record  the  iact 
that  he  should  have  preferred  to  have  seen  a 
more  extended  electorate  than  was  provided  for 
in  this  Bill.  It  was  his  wish  to  extend  the  elec- 
torate from  which  the  Board  would  be  elected.. 
He  made  that  statement  lest  it  might  be  said 
that  he  was  acting  inconsistently  in  allowing  the 
Bill  to  pasa  without  voting  against  it. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NAPIER  HARBOUR  BO4.RD  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported without  amendmont. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  SHEEHAN,  before  that  .question  was  put, 
wished  to  make  a  few  remarks. '  The  remarks  he 
would  make  on  this  Bill  would  have  reference  to 
the  whole  of  the  Bills.  He  might  say  that  it  was 
a  practice  among  certain  extreme  forms  of  dissent 
to  "  improve  the  occasion,"  as  they  called  it.  He 
would  desire  to  improve  this  occasion.  He  would 
iiot  preach  a  seiinon,  althov^h  he  might  preach  a 
ser^ijLou  on  t^se  Billi  from  a  paitipmarly  appro- 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  BaUaoce, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Button, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
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priate  text  in  the  Psalms,  "  And  he  hringeth  them 
unto  the  desired  hayen."  He  would  begin  by  ex- 
pressing the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  which  they 
felt  to  the  Acting-Chairman  of  Committees  for 
the  zealous  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged 
his  duties  to-night.  It  was  the  custom,  when  an 
immigrant  tcsmI  arriyed  safely  in  the  harbour, 
for  the  people  on  board  to  present  the  captain 
with  a  testimonial,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
oare  and  ability  with  which  he  managed  the 
Tessel  daring  the  yoyage,  and  brought  them  in 
safety  to  their  desired  destination.  He  would 
suggest  that,  in  regard  to  these  Harbour  Board 
Bilb,  they  might  with  propriety  acknowledge  in 
some  such  way  the  amount  of  work  done  to- 
night by  the  honorable  member  for  Wairau 
in  passing  all  these  .Bills  through  Committee. 
These  B[arbour  Board  Bills  had  had  many 
strange  yicissitudes.  Some  of  them  had  been  on 
the  Order  Paper  since  the  first  week  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  yet  they  had  all  been  dealt  with  at  the 
same  time :  they  managed  to  fall  on  their  feet. 
He  was  reminded  of  the  Scriptural  saying,  "  Cast 
thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  and  thou  shalt  find 
it  after  many  days."  In  the  northern  part  of 
this  colony,  where  he  came  from,  there  was  a 
yery  large  industry  carried  on  in  connection  with 
the  cutting  down  of  the  kauri  timber.  It  was 
the  custom  there  in  dir  weather  to  cut  down  the 
trees  and  put  the  loss  in  the  creeks.  A  dam  was 
erected  in  front  of  the  logs.  In  the  winter-time 
the  whole  of  the  logs  were  rushed  down  into  the 
full  broad  riter,  to  be  afterwards  out  up  into 
planks  at  the  saw-mills.  To-night's  proceisdings 
na4i*o™ui<^^  ^n^  of  ^^i*  feature  of  the  northern 
timber  industry.  He  had  neyer  seen  so  much  log- 
rolling in  one  night  as  he  had  witnessed  that  night 
in  regard  to  these  Bills.  It  sometimes  happened 
that  the  flood  momentum  was  so  great  that  kauri 
logs  were  carried  down  the  riyers  and  away  out  to 
sea.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that  that  wc%ld 
be  the  case  with  regard  to  many  of  these  Har- 
bour Board  Bills  which  they  had  rushed  through 
Committee  that  night  It  might  appear  strange 
that  he  himself,  haying  no  interest  in  any  of 
these  Bills,  should  haye  been  found  aiding  and 
abetting  honorable  members  in  pushing  them 
through.  He  might  say,  in  explanation,  that  he 
had  one  or  two  small  "  logs  "  on  the  Order  Paper 
which  he  desired  to  haye  carried  down  the  stream 
of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  being  cut  into 
planks  to  bridge  oyer  what  otherwise  might  be 
an  impassable  chasm  between  him  and  his  consti- 
tuents ;  and  it  was  possible  that  those  honorable 
members  who  were  interested  in  these  Harbour 
Board  *'logs"  might  not  feel  disposed  to  giye 
him  their  assistance  if  he  did  not  assist  them  on 
the  present  occasion.  He  must  say,  in  all  serious- 
ness, that  he  felt  it  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that 
a  Goyernment  comprising  such  men  as  Major 
Atkinson  and  Mr.  Whiti&er  stood  by  while  the 
House  sanctioned  all  these  Bills  bong  rushed 
through  in  the  space  of  three  or  four  hours.  If 
the  Proyinoialists  acted  in  that  way  with  reeard  to 
Bills  of  this  nature,  they  would  be  jnmpea  upon 
in  the  most  undoubted  manner.  There  seemed  to 
haye  arisen  a  party  in  the  House  strong  enough 
to  subyert  the  whole  course  of  business— a  party 


strong  enough  now  to  turn  out  the  Goyernment 
It  might  be  called  "  The  Harbour  Board  Party," 
and  Ministers  were  afraid  to  touch  them.    If  the 
Gt>yemment  had  done  their  duty  they  would  have 
come  down  upon  these  Bills  with  that  iron  hand 
which  a  few  weeks  ago  they  were  shaking  at  the 
heads  of  the  Opposition.    They  liad  not  howeyer 
done  so,  and  therefore  they  were  accessories  be- 
fore the  fact    One  of  their  own   number,  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  is  himself  a  proprietor  of  one 
of  these  Harbour  Bills.    Like  a  Roman  Emperor 
of  old,  forgetful  of  his  position,  he  came  down 
from  the  imperial  throne  to  struggle  in  the  gladi- 
atorial arena.    The  title  of  that  Bill,  "  Wauna- 
kariri,"  meant  cold  wa(er;  and  he  thought  the 
House  should  haye  thrown  cold  water  upon  the 
promoter's  projects.      Then  there  was  the  Bill 
promot-ed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru, 
who  had  his  particular  "  log,"  and  was  therefore 
compelled  to  go  with  the  tide.    A  few  nights  ago, 
they  heard  tluit  honorable  member  boldly  declare 
that  next  year  they  would  go  in  for  making  the 
Land  Fund  colonial  reyenue ;  but  lie  had  taken 
care  this  session,  yery  properly  no  doubt,  to  have 
a  harbour  for  Timaru  constructed  out  of  colonial 
reyenue.    '*  After  me  the  deluge "  was  eyidently 
the  honorable   gentleman's  motto  in  regard  to 
his  Harbour  Board  Bills.    No  doubt,  af te)r  they 
had  gone  on  appropriating  public  money  and 
public  estate  in  this  layish  manner  for  hari)onn, 
the  colony  would  come  iA  by-and-by  for    the 
crumbs  and  remnants  of  the  landed  estate.    There 
was  one  cause  of  satisfaction,  howeyer,  in  regard 
to  all  these  Bills.    If  those  BiUs  could  speii  as 
they  passed  from  the  Chair,  they  would  say  with 
the  old  Soman  gladiators,  *'  Morituri,  te  MaUUa- 
mu9  !  "     They  would  now  go  to  that  bourne  from 
whence,  for  trayellers  of  their  suspieioos  appear- 
ance, there  was  no  return.    If  one  could  wnte  a 
motto  oyer  the  door  of  another  Chamber,  they 
might  adopt  the  motto  of  Dante's  InfiBrno,  and 
write  oyer  the  door,  *'  Who  enter  here,  leaye  hope 
behind."    The  passage  of  these  Bills  through  this 
House  ought  to  be  accompanied  by  a  ^neral 
procession,  and  the  playing  of  "  The  Dead  March" 
in  SamL   The  introducers  of  these  Bills  should  be 
made  to  go  along  the  lobbies  as  the  pall-bearers. 
There  were  times  when  they  felt  inclined  to  say, 
"  Thank  God,  we  haye  a  House  of  Lords !"    He 
had  no  doubt  that  in  another  Chamber  the  Bills 
which  they  had  been  passins  to-night  for  pro- 
moting harbours,  wharyes,  and  quays,  and  gigantic 
improyements  of  yarious  kinds  would  come  to 
nothins .    They  would  disappear,  "  like  the  base- 
less fabric  of  a  yision,"  and  **  leaye  not  a  wrack 
behind."    There  was  another  moral  to  be  drawn 
from  this  whole  business.    No  man  here  to-night 
could  haye  watched  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  discussed  these  eighteen  or  twenty  Harbour 
Board  Bills  without  coming  to  the  conclusion, 
and  feeline  conyinced  in  ms  own  mind,  how 
utterly  unfit  the  Proyincial  Councils  were  for  uy 
work  of  legislation.    Why,  those  miserable  bodies 
would  haye  spent  a  week  oyer  these  Bills.    They 
would  haye  wasted  the  time  of  the  country  tot 
a  week  discussing  these  measures.    They  would 
haye  pone  carefully  through  the  yarious  daaiM 
and  discussed  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  giTing 
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awmy  tbe  pnblio  e«tat«  in  handluls,  in  the  way  that 
had  been  dona  that  night.  For  doing  that,  for 
wasting  time  in  that  way,  ther  were  yery  pro- 
perly to  be  deprired  of  tiieir  ttinctions.  It  was 
idX>  to  that  Honse  to  do  the  work  of  the  oonntry 
in  the  quick  dedsire  manner  which  had  been  dis- 
played in  regard  to  these  Bills.  If  they  could 
realise  one  with,  that  wish  would  be  that  the 
whole  of  the  nopulation  of  New  Zealand  had 
been  in  the  galleries  that  eyening  to  look  at  the 
pitiful  speotacle  which  the  Committee  presented. 
*'The  Ayes  lay  'Aye;'  the  Koes  say  <  No ;' 
the  Ayes  have  it."  That  was  all.  He  did  not 
mean  any  disreapect  to  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mifctees.  By  no  means.  That  honorable  gentle*- 
man  had  a  great  amount  of  work  to  get  through, 
and  he  did  it  yeiy  well  indeed.  But  the  spec- 
tacle to  which  he  referred  was  this  :  that  twenty 
measures — lome  of  them  containing  sixty  clauses, 
eyery  one  of  them,  he  belieyed,  giving  the  power 
to  borrow  and  to  tax  the  people,  and  a  great  many 
of  them  dealing  with  the  public  estate  and  taking 
large  endowments  from  it — all  went  by  without  a 
word  of  comment.  He  did  not  refer  to  the  ob- 
■truotion  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Tua- 
peka  to  one  Bill ;  but,  taking  the  whole  of  them, 
they  went  through  without  a  word  of  comment 
Those  who  were  always  referring  to  the  extraya- 
0Hice  of  Proyincial  Goyemments  and  Proyincial 
Councils,  and  speaking  ot  them  in  unfayourable 
terms,  could  not  charge  those  bodies  with  dealing 
with  the  public  estate  of  the  country  as  the 
Honse  had  been  doing  that  night.  A  new  order 
of  things  had  been  ushered  in  with  resard  to 
these  Cuirbonr  Board  Bills.  This  was  the  baptism 
of  the  Abolition  policy.  What  had  taken  place 
that  night  was  simply  the  introduction  of  an 
experiment — the  startmg  of  a  new  rSgime,  The 
Pluliament  would  be  utterly  unable  to  control 
these  matters.  Every  man  coming  to  this  House 
would  have  his  own  log,  and  these  matters  would 
be  dealt  with  without  even  goinc  through  the 
form  of  making  a  bargain.  He  had  taken  no  part 
in  the  proceedings  in  Committee.  He  saw  that 
the  House  was  d^rmined  to  pass  these  Bills,  that 
honorable  members  were  anxious  to  get  home  to 
their  reepectiye  places  of  abode,  and  for  that 
reason  he  did  not  delay  the  Bills  passing  through 
Committee  by  raising  any  discussion.  All  he 
could  say  was,  that  the  GK>yemment  ought  to 
have  stopped  this  stream  of  Harbour  Bills  flow- 
ing through  the  Committee  that  ni^ht.  Thcj 
oi^^ht  to  £iye  prevented  them  becoming  law  this 
session ;  they  ought  to  have  indicated  that  next 
session  they  wouM  come  down  with  a  eomprehen- 
nve  Harbonr  BQl  for  the  whole  colony — a  mea- 
iine  that  would  have  dealt  fairly  with  all  sections 
of  the  community ;  and  they  should  not  have 
permitted  the  sort  of  business  that  had  been 
carried  on  that  night.  With  these  few  remarks 
he  begeed  to  say  he  would  not  further  oppose 
the  third  reading  of  this  Bill,  or  of  an^  of  the 
other  Bills  that  htA.  gone  throush  Committee. 

Mr.  DB  LAUTOUR  thought  it  very  incon- 
yenient  to  have  a  discussion  on  the  third  reading 
of  this  Bill  just  then,  because  he  was  sure  the 
House  was  not  in  a  mood  to  listen  to  any  oriti- 
dsm  on  these  Harbour  Bills,  unless  it  were  put 


in  the  very  able  way  in  which  it  had  been  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Bodney.  Hooorable  mem- 
bers who  objected  to  these  Bills,  who  were  not 
giftod  with  the  easy  eloquence  of  that  honorable 
gentleman,  could  not  hope  to  command  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  at  a  quarter  to  four  in  the 
morning.  What  was  it  they  were  discussing? 
Nineteen  Bills !  For  his  part,  he  objected  entirely 
to  these  Bills,  and  thought  it  was  as  well  that  the 
House  should  know  the  work  it  hod  done  that 
night.  It  had  performed,  perhaps,  the  neat- 
est parliamentary  feat  on  record.  It  haa  put 
nineteen  Bills,  with  an  average  of  over  fifty 
clauses  each,  through  Committee,  and  was  about 
to  pass  them  through  —  and  all  in  four  hours. 
When  they  were  recording  feats  of  swimming 
across  the  English  Channel,  and  walking  a 
thousand  miles  in  a  thousand  hours,  it  would  be 
well  that  they  should  record  this  parliamentary 
feat  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand. 
He  found  that  in  these  four  hours  thoy  had  given 
borrowing  powers  to  certain  local  bodies  in  this 
country  to  the  extent  of  over  three-quarters  of  a 
million—the  actual  amount  was  £860,000.  They 
had  alienated  276,966  acres  of  the  landed  estate 
of  the  country,  which  they  were  told  the  other 
day  was  all  pledged  for  colonial  liabilities.  When 
the  members  from  Otago  asked  the  other  day  to 
set  aside  reserves  in  the  interior  of  their  own  pro- 
vince, not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  population 
that  was  there  now  but  also  for  those  who  might 
come  hereafter,  and  who  could  not  live  on  these 
lands  unless  they  were  opened  up  by  railways 
and  thus  made  available :  when  they  asked 
to  be  allowed  to  make  a  wise  provision  for 
the  future  in  that  way,  and  to  have  the  cost  made 
a  first  charge  on  the  Land  Fund,  they  were  told, 
"  No,  the  Land  Fund  of  the  colony  can  bear  no 
further  strain.  It  is  all  required  for  the  colonial 
necessities."  And  now,  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bodney  veiy  properly  put  it,  a  Harbour 
Board  party  had  sprung  up  in  the  House  strong 
enough  to  turn  out  Governments.  Without  a 
single  protest  nineteen  Bills  had  been  allowed  to 
pass  through  the  House  in  one  night,  and  with 
the  approm  of  the  Government.  Before  they 
jrent  into  Committee,  the  Government  told  them 
that,  as  each  Bill  came. on,  they  would  state 
whether  the;f  approved  or  disapproved  of  it,  but 
that  they  did  not  approve  of  the  lot.  Yet,  in 
every  case  in  which  they  were  asked  in  Com- 
mittee, they  said  they  approved.  The  case  of  the 
Timaru  Bill  was,  in  nis  opinion,  a  veij  gross  one. 
They  had  there  a  proposal  to  spend  £106,000, 
and  at  the  expense  of  tne  District  of  Canterbury, 
for  an  experiment  in  an  open  roadstead ;  and  at 
this  time,  when  it  was  almost  a  matter  of  cer- 
tainty that,  if  they  paned  the  Loan  Bill  asking 
powers  to  iidse  a  million,  it  would  be  refused, 
and  they  would  have  it  thrown  back  in  their 
teeth.  Yet  they  were  going  in  for  an  experiment 
in  an  open  roadstead  that  would  cost  £106,000 
and  50,000  acres  of  the  landed  estate  of  that  dis- 
trict, worth  another  £100,000.  With  regard  to 
the  other  measures,  as  a  sample  of  the  poli^  they 
had  been  pursuine,  they  had  given  80,000  acres 
of  land  to  the  Wellington  HarlMur  Board.  Now, 
the  charges  upon  the  Wellington  Land  Fund  were 
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a  debit  aonuallj  of  £46,833,  or  at  7  per  cent, 
equal  to  a  debtor  capital  of  £669,000 ;  and  yet 
with  that  fact  plainly  before  them,  they  were 
giring  30,000  acres  of  what  Wellington  liad  not 
got  to  ^ive.  The  same  remarki  applied  eraotly 
to  Hokitika.  He  rentured  to  say  that  not  only 
would  a  Proyincial  Council  hare  taken  a  week  over 
those  Bills,  but  they  would  not  haye  passed  one  of 
them  :  in  every  such  case  they  bad  refused  to  do. 
anything  of  the  sort.  At  any  rate  Otago  had. 
He  was  certain  that  Wellington  would  have  made 
the  strongest  possible  protest.  The  strongest 
possible  protest  that  could  haye  been  made  was 
made  the  other  night  by  the  Deputy-Superinten- 
dent of  Wellington ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
protest  was  disregarded.  He  was  content  with 
making  these  few  remarks,  but  he  wished  to  say 
one  thinff  further.  He  had  no  doubt  that  all 
those  Bius  would  fall  together,  the  good  witli  the 
bad.  He  had  no  doubt  the  executioner  would  bo 
ihe  member  of  Uie  Goyemment  in  the  other  House. 
They  would  haye  the  same  scene  as  occurred  the 
other  day  with  the  Forests  Bill — ^the  Gk>yemment 
not  daring  hardly  to  oppose  that  Bill  before  this 
House,  bitterly  regretting  that  they  were  forced 
to  divide  upon  the  Bill,  and  then  putting  up  their 
representative  in  the  other  House  to  destroy  it, 
after  accepting  it  in  a  modified  form  in  this 
House.  Tkere  would  be  just  the  same  thing  in 
the  other  House  on  these  Bills.  They  would  find 
even  the  member  of  the  Government  assisting  to 
destroy  the  whole  of  them--the  good  with  the  bad. 
Sir  B.  DOUGLAS,  with  regard  to  the  passage 
of  the  Bills,  said  he  had  seen  the  same  expedition 
used  in  a  Provincial  Council,  and  had  seen  the 
whole  of  the  estiroates  passed  through  in  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  at  least  twenty  minutes. 
He  had  also  aeen  several  Bills  rushed  through  the 
Auckland  Provincial  Council  in  one  day  just  before 
the  Superintendent  prorogued  it.  He  did  not 
think  the  Provincial  Councils  were  a  bit  better 
than  this  House  in  that  respect.  With  regard  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Aodney 
about  a  party  strong  enoush  to  turn  the  GK>vem- 
ment  out,  if  that  honorable  gentleman  and  those 
with  him  had  chosen  the  other  day  to  have 
opposed  the  Bills,  they  would  have  found  others 
ready  to  help  them — a  party  strong  enough  to 
have  thrown  out  those  of  the  Bills  that  were  not 
fit  to  be  passed.  It  was  very  much  like  clap- 
trap lor  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney  to 
ffcand  up  and  assert  that  he  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  were  the 
only  just  persons,  and  in  fietct  the  only  persons 
in  that  House  who  were  prepared  to  oppose 
these  Bills.  Why  had  they  not  sot  up  hafore 
and  opposed  themP  They  would  have  found 
plenty  of  members  to  assist  them.  But  he  (Sir 
B.  Douglas)  looked  upon  this  matter  in  a  very 
different  light.  He  was  glad  to  see  these  reserves 
vet  on  one  side.  He  wa?  convinced  that  money 
not  spent  on  them  would  be  appropriated  by  the 
colony,  and  the  greater  number  of  reserves  that 
were  set  aside  now  the  better,  for  there  Was  some 
chance  of  those  reserves  beins  valuable  in  the 
future,  whereas  if  they  were  left  to  the  provincial 
districts  the  whole  of  them  would  be  got  rid  of 
in  a  very  short  space  of  tin^. 


Mr.  J.  C.  BBOWN  said  the  remarks  just  made 
came  with  lery  bad  grace  from  the  honorable 
gentleman,  seeing  that,  while  most  of  them  had 
sat  there  studiously  going  oyer  the  Bills,  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  been  absent  most  of  the 
evening. 

Mr.  BO  WE  did  not  think  there  was  much  in 
the  arguments  that  had  been  used,  either  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Bodney  or  the  honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida.  He  hoped  these  Bills 
would  meet  with  a  better  fate  than  those  honor- 
able gentleman  prophesied :  they  deserved  a  better 
fate.  If  they  were  passed,  carried  through  the 
Upper  House,  and  faithfully  worked  out  by  the 
various  Harbour  Boards,  they  would  result  in  vast 
benefit  to  the  colony ;  and  he  only  hoped  that  a 
number  of  other  such  logs  might  be  rolled  that 
were  intended  for  the  good  of  the  colony^nd 
calculated  to  promote  their  best  interests.  When 
those  works  that  were  contemplated  were  carried 
out,  the  colony  would  possess  a  very  much  larger 
borrowing  power  than  it  had  at  present.  He  had 
no  fear  but  that  these  Bills  would  result  in  benefit 
to  the  colony. 

Mr.  HUNTER  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
arguments  adduced  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Rodney  and  the  honorable  member  for  Mount 
Ida.  The  administration  of  those  Boards,  and 
the  exercise  of  the  powers  given,  would  be 
confined  to  the  people  in  the  different  locaUties. 
Those  honorable  gentlemen  must  surely  have 
lost  sight  of  that  fact.  There  was  no  set  of 
Bills  which  had  passed  this  session  that  had  been 
more  carefully  considered  than  these  measures, 
because  they  had  been  brought  forward  by  di£G9r- 
eut  individuals,  and  had  been  well  considered. 
The  Bill  of  which  he  had  charge  was  prepared 
by  the  solicitor  of  the  Wellington  Corporation, 
and  revised  by  that  body,  and  by  members  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  believed  most  of 
the  other  Bills  had  undergone  similar  care ;  and 
therefore  he  for  one  had  no  regret  for  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  passing  these  Bills.  By  pass- 
ing them,  he  thought  that  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  would  be  conferring  a  great 
benefit  on  the  different  localities  ;  and  he  hoped 
they  would  continue  to  pass  Bills  that  would 
give  some  useful  result  to  the  country  for  their 
attendance  there.  Up  to  the  present  time,  their 
progress  had  been  very  slow. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  would  only  make  o^  remark 
upon  a  subject  that  had  been  twice  referred  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida.  That 
honorable  gentleman  talked  about  £106,000  being 
given ;  but  he  did  not  seem  to  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  see  from  what  sources  that  money  was 
contributed.  It  was  not  colonial  rsvenue.  It  was 
revenue  part  of  which  was  an  original  endowment 
made  years  ago  for  the  Timaru  and  Q-ladstone 
Board  of  Wor^  which  would  now  be  handed  over 
to  the  Harbour  Board  for  the  same  object  for 
which  it  was  originally  set  aside.  The  other  part 
of  the  revenue  was  a  vote  that  had  been  passed 
in  consecutive  sessions  by  the  Provincial  Council 
of  Canterbury,  who  might  be  supposed  to  have 
known  what  they  were  doing,  ana  was  in  the 
deposit  account  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury 
at  the  present  momeut^  avatilable  lor  that  particu- 
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Ur  object.  Tliere  was  no  oolonud  revenue  taken 
for  the  pnrpoee.  The  people  of  Canterbury  had 
merely  determined  among  themtelves  as  to  how 
thej  were  to  spend  some  of  their  own  rerenueSi 
poriioiM  of  which  had  accrued  years  ago. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  four  o'clock 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  ISM  October,  1876. 


FInt  Beading!— Third  Beading— OoontiM  BilL 

The  Hon.  the  Spsakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pkatbbs. 

FIRST  READINOS. 
The  Cattle  Importation  Bill,  the  Palmerston 
Athensum  Bill,  the  Auckland  ProTincial  Library 
Bill,  the  Dunedin  DriU-shed  Reserre  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
The  Rabbit  Nuisance  Bill. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  40. — Definition  of  county  elector. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  moYcd,  That  the 
following  .words  be  struck  out:  "or  on  the  list 
of  miners'  rights  as  heTeinaftor  prOTided." 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  upon  which 
a  diTision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :-  * 

Ayes         14 

Noes         12 


Majority  for 


2 


Mr.  Acland, 
Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 
liieat-Colonel  Kenny, 


Aybs. 

i  Mr.  Lalimann, 

Mr.  Menzies, 
I  Dr.  Pollen, 
I  Mr.  Russell, 
,  Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Stokes, 

Mr.  Waterhouse. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Holmes, 


NOSB. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  NgaUta, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  clause  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leare  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  ten 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EBPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  IZih  October,  1876. 


First  Beadinga— Sartorifl  and  Downe— AacUand  lalAnds— 
W.  Hutt— Pablic  Accounts — Abolition — San  Francisco 
Mail  Senrice— Abolition — Kan$ard—%Ti:p^\f, 

Mr.  Spbaxxb  took  the  chair  at  half-pitet  two 
o'clock. 

PBATBB8. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
The  Auckland  Beach  Road  Grants  Bill,  the 
Douglas  Crown  Grant  Bill. 

SARTORIS  AND  DOWNE. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  the  Premier,  In  what 
manner  the  Goyemment  proposes  to  give  effect 
to  the  recommendation  of  tne  Sartoris,  Downe, 
and  Others  Committee  P 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  matter  was  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Goyemment,  who  were 
TCTy  anxious  that  it  should  be  settled  if  possible, 
but  they  had  not  yet  come  to  any  determination. 
He  would  inform  the  honorable  gentleiaBn,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  whether  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  settle  it  this  session.  The  Government 
did  not  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
which  was  at  present  before  the  House,  but  they 
would,  if  they  could  see  their  way  to  do  so, 
submit  a  proposition  to  the  House. 

AUCKLAND  ISLANDS. 

Mr.  LUMSDEN  asked  the  Government,  For 
what  term,  and  on  what  conditions,  the  lease  of 
the  Auckland  Islands  has  been  granted  to  Dr. 
Monckton,  of  Riverton ;  and  whether  any  steps 
have  been  taken  to  ascertain  if  the  conditions  of 
such  lease  are  being  complied  with  P  An  im- 
pression existed  in  Southland  that  Dr.  Monckton 
bad  leased  the. Auckland  Islands  upon  certain 
conditions,  one  of  which  was  to  maintain  at  the 
islands  a  dep^t  of  provisions,  which  would  be 
available  for  any  shipwrecked-  persons.  A  report 
which  appeared  in  a  paper  on  the  previous  day, 
respecting  the  visit  of  the  schooner  "Hira"  to 
the  Auckknd  Islands,  seemed  to  him  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  idea  that  the  conditions  were 
fulfilled.  The  report,  after  referrinff  to  the  visit 
of  the  "  Hira,"  went  on  to  say,  "  At  Ross  Bay  she 
supplied  Nelson  and  his  wife,  placed  there  by  Dr. 
Monckton,  with  provisions.  They  were  nearly 
starving,  subsisting  on  seal-flesh  and  shell-fish.^' 
He  fancied  the  statement  must  be  a  mistake; 
but,  if  true,  it  showed  that  the  supposed  condi- 
tions had  not  been  complied  with. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  thero  was  no  doubt 
at  all  that  Dr.  Monckton  had  not  fulfilled  the 
conditions  of  his  lease,  and  the  matter  had  been 
referred  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  with 
the  view  of  determining  the  lease.  The  last 
payment  which  would  have  been  due  had  the 
lease  been  fulfilled  was  not  made.  The  issue  of 
the  lease  was  stopped  directly  the  Gxivemment 
received  the  report  of  Captain  Suttie,  of  H.M.S. 
"  Nymphe,"  of  the  failure  of  Dr.  Monckton  to 
carry  out  the  conditions  of  the  lease.  He  thought 
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there  mnefc  be  some  misitatement  as  to  the  con- 
dition in  which  the  people  were  found  at  the 
Islands,  because  Captain  Suttie  left  a  considerable 
supply  of  provisions ;  and  therefore  he  believed 
the  statement  the  honorable  member  referred  to 
was  exaggerated.  There  was  no  doubt  the  lease 
had  not  been  fulfilled ;  and  the  G-ovemment  wore 
taking  steps  to  determine  it. 

W.  HUTT. 
Mr.  CURTIS  asked  the  Gbyemment, 
Whether  thej  are  prepared  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee in  their  report  upon  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Hutt  and  others  ?  He  need  hardly  urge  upon 
the  Gbyemment  the  necessity  for  settling  this 
affkir,  if  possible.  The  Petitions  Committee  re- 
commended that  land  scrip  of  the  value  of  80s. 
for  each  pound  of  the  original  purchase-money,  to 
be  exercisable  in  the  Province  of  Wellington, 
should  be  issued  -to  the  claimants.  He  was  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the 
merits  of  the  case  to  express  any  opinion  as  to 
the  decision  of  the  Committee,  and  he  merely 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Government  were 
prepared  lp  carry  it  out. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  were 
not  prepared,  at  the  present  time,  to  eive  effect 
to  the  Committee's  report.  If  they  did  so,  it 
would  open  up  a  very  wide  question.  He  thought 
the  petitioners  had  a  reij  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  settle  the  matter 
without  giving  it  due  consideration,  which  it 
could  not  possibly  receive  until  the  -— '--  * 


PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WHITAKEB,  it  was 
resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  House  of  the 
21st  of  June  last,  that  Mr.  Bees's  name  be  not 
added  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Accounts,  be 
rescinded ;  and  that  the  names  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reynolds  and  Mr.  Bees  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Accounts. 

ABOLITION. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Sir  G.  GBET  said, — Before  you  leave  the  chair. 
Sir,  I  have  a  motion  which  I  vosh  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  House.  For  the  first  time,  this 
morning  I  have  read.a  despatch  and  its  enclosures, 
addressed  by  the  Governor  of  this  colony  to  the 
Seeretanr  of  State  upon  the  21st  June  instant — 
whilst  this  House  was  in  session.  I  propose  to 
make  some  remarks  in  justification  of  my  own 
conduct,  and  to  shield  myself  from  the  attacks 
made  upon  me  in  that  despatch.  With  a  view 
to  BO  doing,  I  wish  to  conclude  my  remarks  by 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  I  am 
sure  the  House  will  feel  with  me  that  it  was 
impossible  I  could  have  read  this  despatch  with- 
out receiving  what  I  may  call  a  severe  shock  to 
my  feelings.  I  had  not  the  least  idea  that  such 
a  document  and  its  enclosures  were  in  existence. 
I  think  I  shall  show  to  the  House,  in  a  very  few 
words  and  a  very  short  time,  that  such  a  docu- 
ment ought  not  to  have  been  written;  that  it 
contains  aspersions  upon  my  character  which  are 


utterly  without  foundation,  and  which,  if  they 
were  intended  to  have  been  made,  ought  not  to 
have  been  concealed  from  me.  Without  trou- 
bling the  House  with  any  lengthened  remarks 
upNOn  the  constitutional  question  involved  in 
this  despatch,  I  will  simjuy  say  that  the  ex- 
pressions used  with  reference  to  these  consti- 
tutional principles  are  not  a  fair  statement  of 
the  principles  which  are  at  stake,  nor  are  they  a 
fair  representation  of  the  drcumstanoes  of  this 
country,  or  of  the  changes  about  to  be  made.  I 
need  hardlv  remark  that  the  General  €h)vem- 
ment  of  this  colony  themselves  proposed  in  the 
first  place  to  make  the  abolition  of  the  provinces 
but  a  partial  measure,  and  that  idea  was  no 
original  conception  of  mine.  It  was  the  carrying 
out  of  a  plan  which  they  pledged  themselTes 
to  carry  out,  solemnly  assuring  the  constituendea 
they  would  not  make  abolition  a  general  measure. 
From  that  determination  they  afterwards  de- 
parted. Well,  Sir,  not  only  did  they  do  that,  but 
a  statement  is  made  to  the  effect  that  the  calcula- 
tions I  have  made  with  regard  to  the  population 
of  Auckland  and  Otago  are  unsound.  But  my 
calculations  were  the  calculations  of  the  Gtivem- 
ment,  taken  from  their  own  offidal  returns.  I 
adopted  them  as  being  the  best  I  could  get,  and 
as  being  those  which  I  thought  the  Gt)vemment 
themselves  would  not  impugn.  Then,  Sir,  there 
is  no  allusion  whatever,  m  this  despatch  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  made  to  the  nature  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  in  the  colony ; 
nor  is  there  any  allusion  made  to  the  way  in 
which  small  constituencies  return  sd  large  a 
number  of  members  to  this  House — constituencies 
which  from  various  causes  are  under  the  infiuence 
of  the  Government  of  New  Zealand.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House  upon  these  points,  but  I  will 
make  representations  in  another  quarter  in  order 
to  disabuse  the  minds  of  persons  not  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  of  the  im- 
pressions the  despatch  will  make  upon  them. 
There  are  other  circumstances  in  connection  with 
the  document,  however,  to  which  I  must  allude. 
I  object  to  its  style,  to  the  language  used  in  it, 
and  I  object  still  more  to  what  to  my  mind  is  a 
very  sad  revelation  indeed,  which  is  made  in  this 
despatch.  It  is  quite  certain  that  the  writer  of 
that  document  does  not  hold  the  position  which 
our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  has  always  desired  - 
that  such  an  official  should  hold  to  her  subieots — 
a  position  of  impartiality,  a  position  of  raimess 
to  all  parties,  and  especially  to  all  public  men. 
I  am ,  sure  Sir,  that  no  unbiassed  mind  can 
rise  firom  a  perusal  of  this  despatch  with  an^ 
other  feeling  than  that  it  emanated  from  a  poli- 
tical partisan.  I  say  that  with  all  confidence.  I 
have  read  it  in  an  utterly  dispassionate  manner, 
unmoved  by  the  allegations  against  myself  wliich 
it  contains,  and  not  feeling  injured  thereby, 
because  I  am  certain  that  nothing  ever  was 
written  which  will  redound  more  to  my  advan- 
tage, or  to  the  advantage  of  the  cause  I  am 
endeavouring  to  promote.  Now,  Sir,  there  are 
some  statements  made  in  this  despatch  which  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  peruse  without  almost 
indescribable  regret.  Let  me  suppose  for  one 
moment  that  the  Sovereign  at  Home  allowed 
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prirate  persons  to  entrap  or  to  force  into  conyer- 
sation  unthinking  moni  and  then  allowed  those 
oonrersations  to  he  repeated  to  her  bj  her  Prirate 
Secretaries,  or  to  be  placed  in  writing  before  her,  so 
that  men  who  might  possibly  become  her  Advisers 
might  oome  before  her  with  a  traduced  charac- 
ter, oome  before  her  in  such  a  manner  that — she 
belieying  these  reports  in  the  manner  in  which 
this  writer  certainly  does  believe  the  reports  he 
has  received — it  would  be  impossible  that  those 
persons  who  might  become  her  Advisers  should 
possess  her  confidence.  Supposing,  too,  that  the 
Queen,  having  from  time  to  time  received  reports 
so  damning,  I  may  say,  to  the  character  of  a 
public  man,  yet  from  time  to  time  met  that 
public  man  with  smiling  face  and  with  friendly 
mien,  but  all  the  time  entertained  such  senti- 
menU  in  her  secret  heart  with  regard  to 
him,  it  is  impossible  that  confidence  should  ever 
exist  between  Her  Majesty  and  a  statesman  when 
he  discovers  it.  But  there  is  something  here 
even  worse  than  that.  Here,  the  only  medium 
allowed  to  us  between  ourselves  and  our  Sove- 
reign is  the  writer  of  this  despatch.  Between 
myself  and  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  relations 
have  existed  for  many  years.  Aspersions  of  a 
nature  which  I  myself  could  hardly  characterize, 
and  to  which  perhaps  I  ought  hardly  to  allude, 
have  been  made  against  myself  by  a  person  who 
should  not  have  tried  to  destroy  me  in  Her 
Majesty's  regard.  I  refer  to  the  writer  of  this 
document,  which  contains  accnsations  against  me 
which,  if  believed,  must  have  blasted  my  character 
for  ever  with  my  Sovereign  and  her  Advisors. 
I  submit  that  a  thing  of  this  kind  has  been 
hitherto  unknown.  In  this  letter,  enclosed  in 
the  Governor's  despatch,  the  writer  of  it  simply 
authorized  the  Private  Secretary,  to  whom  it  was 
written,  to  show  it  to  the  G-ovemor,  but  to  no 
other  person.  It  was  bad  enough  to  have  done 
the  first  thing,  but  the  second  transaction  is,  I 
consider,  an  act  of  gross  treachery  and  injustice 
towards  myself;  and  what  is  more,  I  say  that  the 
writer  of  this  despatch  and  his  Advisers  must 
themselves  have  known  that  some  of  the  state- 
ments it  contains  are  untrue.    Sir,  I  can  prove 

that  in  a  few  words.    There  is  a  statement 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  making  state- 
ments which,  it  appears  to  me,  are  entirely  un- 
Sftrliamentary.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  my 
uty  or  yours,  Sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  fact;  but  when  any  honorable  mem- 
ber of  this  House  states  that  what  has  been  written 
in  a  despatch  by  His  Excellency,  he,  the  Governor, 
knows  to  be  untrue,  I  take  it  to  be  quite  time  for 
the  House  to  stop  the  use  of  such  language.  I 
thought,  by  yonr  ruling  the  other  day,  that  you 
would  prohibit  the  introduetion  of  the  Governor's 
name  into  debate  in  such  away  as  this. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^It  appears  to  me  that,  when 
a  document  is  laid  on  the  table  of  this  House,  it 
is  quite  competent  fbr  any  honorable  member  to 
speak  on  it  and  refer  dii-ectly  to  the  writer,  so 
long  as  what  is  said  is  said  in  language  that  is 
respectful.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  has  a  right  to  speak, 
under  these  conditions,  on  this  subject. 
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Mr.  ANDREW.— The  words  used  were  not 
merely  that  this  document  contains  misstate- 
ments, but  that  the  GK>vernor  knew  it  contained 
misstatements. 

Sir  G.  GRET.— I  submit  that  I  never  used  the 
Governor's  name  in  that  way.  I  say  that  His 
Excellency's  Advisers  must  have  known  that  the 
statements  made  in  this  document  are  untrue. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  limitation  of  refer- 
ence to  His  Excellency  is  within  your  province, 
Sir.  I  only  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  fact  that  language  had  been  used  which,  it 
seemed  to  me,  was  perfectly  unjustifiable.  I 
regret  extremely  that  such  language  should  be 
used.'^ 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  If  any  bnguage  is  used 
which  is  not  proper,  it  is  my  duty  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  it ;  and  if  I  fail  to  do  so,  it  is  competent 
for  any  honorable  member  to  draw  my  attention 
to  the  &ct.  I  do  not  think  that  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  in  his  remarks,  trans- 
gressed the  proper  bounds.  I  think  that  when 
a  document  is  placed  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
it  becomes  a  fair  subject  for  comment. 

Mr.  ANDREW. — ^I  rise  to  make  a  personal 
explanation,  Sir.  I  vrish  merely  to  say  that  I 
should  not  have  risen  in  the  first  instance  had  I 
heai-d  distinctly  what  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  says  he  said.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
he  did  not  use  the  words  "the  Governor  or  his 
Advisers,"  but  "  the  Gt>vemor  and  his  Advisers." 

Mr.  HUNTER— I  submit  that  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  has,  in  distinct  terms, 
mentioned  the  Governor's  name,  notwithstanding 
that  you  have  ruled  on  a  previous  occasion  that 
His  Excellency's  name  should  not  be  brought  up 
in  any  debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  hope  there  wiU  be  no  mis- 
understanding about  this.  It  is  not  right  capri- 
ciously and  without  cause  to  import  into  the  de- 
bates of  this  House  His  Excellency's  name ;  but  if 
papers  are  laid  on  the  table  emanating  from  His 
Excellency,  it  is  quite  competent  for  an  honorable 
member  to  refer  to  the  writer  of  them— in  fact, 
it  is  absolutely  essential  and  cannot  be  avoided. 
The  only  question  then  is,  whether  the  comments 
are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  affect  the  dignity  of 
this  House.  In  this  case,  I  think  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  was  quite  in  order  in  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  PYKE. — Sir,  speaking  to  a  point  of  order, 
I  s)iould  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  parallel  circumstance  which  occurred  not 
very  long  ago.  I  was  punished  by  this  House 
for  uttering,  in  an  nnder-tone,  the  word  "dis- 
creditable.' I  should  like  to  know  whether  that 
is  a  stronger  word  than  the  word  "untrue,"  as 
used  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 
I  think  the  House  should  remember  this  parallel 
case. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— Sir,  I  take  it  to  be  one  of 
the  privileges  of  this  Assembly  that  it  may  take 
the  part  of  any  member  who  is  slandered ;  and  I 
think  that  we  should  do  so,  and  deal  with  the 
person  who  slanders,  no  matter  what  his  position 
may  be,  just  as  we  would  with  the  humblest  indi- 
vidual. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  can  he  no  doubt  that 
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any  member  of  this  Ilouse  who  Las  been  i»ju- 
rioufily  referred  to  in  papers  placed  before  this 
Hou9e  has  a  perfect  right  to  defend  himself 
against  nnj  charges  or  imputations  that  may  be 
made  in  those  papers  rcgaitiing  him. 

Sir  G.  GRKY. — Sir,  the  Premier  has  shown 
throughout  this  session  a  determination  to  destroy 
me.  I  stand  before  this  Ilouse  appealing  to  it, 
and  possibly  pleading  for  mj  life,  because  the 
charges  made  against  me  amount  almost  to  trea- 
son, and  certainly  assail  my  honor;  and  under 
such  circumstances,  if  a  word  of  unguarded 
strength  escapes  from  my  lips,  I  may  well  be 
excused,  particiUarly  when  I  remember  that  the 
Premier  at  the  beginning  of  this  session,  «cting 
as  the  speaking-trumpet  of  another  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  jumped  up,  and,  in  reference  to  a 
statement  of  mine,  plainly  used  the  words, "  That 
is  not  true."  Sir,  you  very  properly  said,  when 
I  called  your  attention  to  those  words,  that  they 
would  reflect  disgrace  upon  him  and  not  upon 
myself  if  they  were  not  justified  ;  and  I  submit 
that  a  man  pleading  in  a  cause  like  this  should 
not  be  subjected  to  interruption  of  this  kind.  I 
will  prove  what  I  said.  There  is  a  statement  in 
this  despatch  to  the  effect  that  I  spoke  of  the 
uecessity  of  my  taking  over  the  police  of  Auck- 
land from  the  General  Government  in  view  of 
the  possibility  of  conflict  between  the  Provincial 
and  General  Governments.  The  precise  words 
are  not  pretended  to  be  given,  because  the  writer 
says  the  conversation  took  place  twelve  months 
previously — a  conversation  of  which  I  have  no 
Knowledge,  and  which  must  have  been  extorted 
from  me  by  a  person  who  acted  the  part  of  a  spy 
with  the  deliberate  intention  of  reporting  my 
words  to  the  Governor.  I  knew  that  the  Minis- 
try had  had  recourse  to  unfair  means  to  injure 
me,  but  I  did  not  know  the  company  with  which 
I  was  brought  into  contact.  But,  Sir,  even  the 
words  themselves  bear  an  interpretation  very 
different  from  that  which  is  put  upon  them  here. 
The  words  are  that  ''there  might  come  a  time 
when,  in  some  conflict  of  authority  between  the 
Provincial  and  Central  Governments,  I  should 
find  myself  seriously  embarrassed  by  reason  of 
the  control  of  the  police  being  out  of  my  hands." 
Now,  Sir,  I  believe  I  was  the  only  Superinten- 
dent in  the  colony  who  was  not  allowed  to  have 
the  control  of  the  police.  I  determined  to 
assert  my  right  to  that  control ;  and  I  was  suc- 
cessful at  last  in  wringing  from  the  Government 
the  admission  that  I  had  that  right.  And  then. 
Sir,  what  did  I  do  ?  Having  succeeded  in  that 
object,  I  did  not  take  over  the  control  of  the 
police ;  and  the  Government  knew  perfectly  well 
when  they  sent  Home  this  despatch  that  I  had 
had  that  offer,  that  I  did  not  avail  myself  of 
it,  and  that  the  police  were  left  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government,  as  they  remain  to  this 
moment.  Now,  Sir,  I  ask,  were  the  Govern- 
ment justified,  knowing  that,  in  implying  that 
I  was  endeavouring  to  get  control  of  the  police 
for  traitorous  purposes  ?  Why  did  they  not  say, 
when  they  received  that  letter,  "  You  must  be 
mistaken.  The  Superintendent  could  have  taken 
over  the  police  had  he  chosen,  but  he  has  not 
done  80.    He  has  left  them  in  our  hands  "?    I  was  ' 


quite  right  in  saying  that  a  conflict  of  authority 
might  take  place  between  myself  and  the  Govern- 
ment with  reference  to  the  police.  I  believe 
that,  had  the  police  been  under  my  control,  I 
could  easily  have  secured  that  Native  who  com- 
mitted so  desperate  a  murder  in  the  vicinity  of 
Auckland ;  but  I  was  not  allowed  to  do  so, 
because  the  police  were  not  in  my  hands.  I 
therefore  was  justified  in  saying  that  either  the 
writer  of  this  letter  or  his  Advisers  must  have 
known  that,  in  the  despatch  sent  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  they  did  not  represent  that  which 
was  true.  Sir,  this  system  of  espionage,  with 
which  I  have  been  surrounded,  has  prevailed  for 
a  long  time.  I  have  been  the  victim  of  persona 
who,  under  the  guise  of  friendly  feeling,  hare 
been  deliberately  plotting  my  ruin  in  another 
country.    The  writer  of  this  despatch  states, — 

"  Mr.  Dargaville  was  at  the  time  a  member  of 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland,  and  the  oc- 
currence he  narrates  occurred  about  a  year  ago, 
before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
consequently  before  the  Abolition  Bill  was  before 
the  public.  The  circumstance  came  to  my  know- 
ledge soon  afler  it  took  place." 

I  would  ask.  Sir,  how  that  came  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  writer  of  this  despatch ;  and  why, 
after  it  came  to  his  knowledge,  was  no  opportuni^ 
of  explanation  afforded  to  me  ?  Why  should  I 
feel  that,  at  the  present  moment,  I  perhaps  stand 
a  degraded  man  in  the  estimation  of  that  one  by 
whom,  amongst  all  mortals,  I  would  wish  to  be 
thought  well  of,  and  by  whom  I  have  been 
thought  well  of  for  so  many  years?  I  declare 
solemnly  that  I  would  not  have  made  such 
accusations  aeainst  another  as  have  been  made 
against  me.  I  would  have  shrunk  from  so  doing 
with  horror  and  shame.  And  let  me  tell  the 
House  this :  that  the  whole  of  these  accusations 
— one  of  which  I  have  now  disposed  of — ^rest 
upon  the  authority  of  one  gentleman  and  the 
Private  Secretary  of  the  writer  of  this  despatch 
— that,  I  believe,  is  the  relation  in  which  thej 
stand  to  each  other — and  I  here  affirm  that  the 
gentleman  whose  letter  is  relied  on  for  this  ac- 
cusation is  entirely  unknown  to  me  as  an  asso- 
ciate or  companion.  I  have  never  met  him  ia 
any  private  house.  No  relations  whatever  of  a 
private  nature  have  existed  between  us  at  any 
period  of  time.  He  has  stopped  me  in  the 
streets,  and  asked  me  questions  which  I  wished 
to  avoid.  I  have  met  him  once  or  twice  at  the 
Auckland  Club ;  and  absolutely  one  of  the  rea- 
sons on  account  of  wliich  for  many  months  I 
avoided  entering  that  club,  except  for  a  few  mo- 
ments during  the  day'time,  was  to  get  clear  of 
the  writer  of  this  letter,  who  appears  in  a  corre- 
spondence with  the  highest  personage  in  thia 
colony  through  his  Priyate  Secretary.  Once  or 
twice  he  has  called  at  my  office  on  public  busi- 
ness ;  but  no  conversation  has  ever  passed  be- 
tween him  and  myself  except  on  one  occasion 
when  a  statement  was  extorted  from  mc  under 
the  circumstances  I  have  stated.  Then  the 
writer  of  this  despatch,  which  is  sent  Home  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  is  especially  intended 
for  Her  Majesty's  perusal,  makes  another-serious 
charge  against  me  in  these  words : — 
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**  As,  bowerer,  Sir  George  Ghrey  has  seen  fit  to  j 
make  this  formal  complaint  to  your  Lordship,  I  i 
now  distinctly  charge  him  with  being  himself  the  , 
first  to  gire  currency  to  a  report  simihir  to  the  , 
MM  he  has  brought  under  your  Tiordship's  notice ;  • 
and|  in  support  of  this  accusation,  I  enclose  to 
your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  has 
been  addressed  by  Mr.  DnrgaTille  to  my  PriTate 
SeereCary,  for  my  information." 

Sir,  I  assert  that  I  was  never  asked  a  single 
question  connected  with  these  circumstances;  I 
was  not  alloiced  to  send  Home  a  denial  of  the 
fact  at  the  same  time  when  this  letter  was  sent ; 
it  has  been  in  circulation  in  England  for  some 
considerable  period  of  time,  I  being  in  entire  ig- 
norance that  such  slanders  were  being  circulated 
against  me;  and  I  now  declare  to  this  House 
that  I  was  in  no  respect  whatever  the  author  of 
this  statement.  Tiie  statement  was  made  to  me 
a  considerable  time  ago — at  a  time  anterior  to 
that  stated  by  the  writer  of  the  letter.  I  did  not 
then  credit  it,  but  the  gentleman  who  told  mc, 
who  it  a  supporter  of  the  Government,  regarded 
it  as  a  perfectly  natural  thing,  and  as  a  thing 
true  in  fact.  He  could  see  nothing  extraordinary 
about  it ;  bat  I  was  filled  with  surprise,  and  cer- 
tainly did  repeat  the  statement  to  one  or  two 
other  persons.  The  whole  circumstances  then 
passed  from  my  mind ;  but  afterwards,  when  I 
wroto  my  letter  to  the  Governor  on  the  5th 
June,  I  stated  that  I  was  assured  that  warn- 
ings of  this  kind  were  being  circulated  in 
Dnnedin,  and  were  producing  a  great  effect.  I 
saw  the  statement  in  a  newspaper,  and  quoted  it 
in  my  letter  to  the  Gk)vemor.  That  statement 
was  to  the  effect  that  opposition  to  the  Ministry 
might  involve  the  city  (Auckland)  being  cannon- 
ad^  by  the  men-of-war  in  the  harbour.  I  first 
saw  that  statement  in  the  New  Zealand  Herald, 
The  proprietor  of  that  journal,  as  good  and  noble- 
minded  a  man  as  ever  lived,  has  passed  away 
regretted  by  all ;  but  the  editor  of  the  paper  is 
ftUl  there,  and  let  him  say  whether,  directly  or 
indirectly,  I  had  anything  to  do  with  the  circula- 
tion of  that  report.  I  next  heard  that  the  state- 
ment had  been  circulated  in  Dunedin,  and  I  was 
again  very  much  surprised.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
gentleman  who  informed  me  of  this  spoke  the 
tenth  in  telling  me  what  he  did.  He  had  been  in 
Dunedin  for  a  considerable  time,  and  he  came  to 
Auckland.  He  told  me  what  the  threats  were 
which  were  circulated  there.  That  report  found 
its  way  into  an  Auckland  newspaper.  That 
report  had  two  effects.  One  was  that  it  led 
the  supporters  of  the  Government  to  use  lan- 
guage which  irritated  those  who  were  opposed 
to  them;  and  it  discouraged  men  who  thought 
with  me,  and  who  shrank  from  doing  any- 
thing which  might  bring  about  any  difficulties 
in  any  possible  contest  in  this  country.  I 
thought  it  was  a  vrrong  use  to  make  of  the 
power  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  Gh>Ternment 
of  this  country  to  allow  such  warnings  to  go 
abroad,  and  that  it  was  their  duty  at  once 
to  have  contradicted  them.  They  could  have 
contradieted  them  instantly.  I  think  it  was 
vrong  of  them  to  have  written  this  despatch 
Hid  to  have  s«nt  it  Home  without  allowing  a 


contradiction  to  be  made,  and  without  allow- 
ing that  document  to  be  made  public  until 
last  night  or  this  morning,  when  it  was  first 
made  known  to  myself  and  to  this  Hou?o.  I 
venture  to  say  further,  on  this  point,  that  the 
conversation  I  am  reported  to  have  held  ow  this 
subject  I  cannot  recollect.  It  is  possible  a  ques- 
tion may  have  been  asked  me.  It  is  possible  a  re- 
ply may  have  been  given.  I  think,  from  a  know- 
ledge of  myself  and  my  manner,  that  the  words 
put  into  my  mouth  are  not  the  words  I  used. 
Words  wliich  I  am  supposed  to  have  uttered 
twelve  niontiss  ago  are  put  into  writing,  and  form 
part  of  a  State  paper.  Ought  a  man's  character 
to  be  taken  away  upon  such  evidence  as  that? 
Ought  not,  in  all  common  justice  and  fairness, 
this  letter  to  have  been  sent  to  me  before  it  was 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  so  that  my 
remarks  upon  it  might  have  gone  Homo  at  the 
same  time  ?  I  say,  Sir,  that  this  is  one  of  those 
attempts  which  the  present  Ministry  have  made 
in  every  possible  manner  to  damage  myself.  The 
Press  is  under  their  control.  I  mus>t  use  .this 
word,  and  I  believe  it  is  parliamentary :  the  Press 
is  bribed  by  them.  I  use  that  word  advisedly, 
and  they  know  it  themselves.  I  believe  that  the 
Premier  has  become  callous  to  shame  in  a  great 
degree.  I  believe  that  a  continued  wrong-doing 
in  many  respects,  and  a  success  in  that  wrong- 
doing, has  hardened  his  mind  to  the  thoughts 
which  he  ought  to  feel.  He  must  kuow  not  only 
that  the  Press  is  brought  under  the  influence  of 
the  Government,  but  that  they  use  tlteir  position 
in  this  House  to  appoint  members  of  the  House 
as  editors  of  their  newspapers,  influencing  at 
once  persons  in  this  House,  the  writers,  and,  out 
of  the  House,  the  paid  individuals.  They  must 
know  that  they  have  done  much  to  corrupt  the 
Press.  Why,  even  in  the  Abolition  Bill,  they 
provided  that  one  newspaper  in  each  provincial 
district  was  to  be  considered  as  the  Govern- 
ment Gazette.  They  specially  put  that  into 
the  Abolitiou  Bill,  and  it  appeal's  in  that  Bill 
now.  Not  only  in  that,  but  in  the  Debtors 
and  Creditors  Act  also  they  use  their  power  to 
give  sums  of  money  to  their  own  newspapers. 
Every  means  has  been  put  in  action  to  ruin  my- 
self, and  to  stop  me  in  the  course  that  I  am  pur- 
suing. The  Press  has  been  employed,  and  the 
writer  of  this  despatch  has  been  employed,  to 
damage  me  with  my  Sovereign  and  with  m^ 
fellow-countiymon  at  Home.  The  Time*  news- 
paper has  been  employed  bv  the  correspondent 
of  that  journal  in  this  colony — in  this  corre- 
spondent they  have  used  every  means  for  that 
purpose  ;  and  I  say  that  this  last  attempt,  which 
has  been  discovered  now,  is  the  worst  of  all. 
I  ask,  what  redress  is  there  for  us  under  such 
circumstances  P  To  whom  are  we  to  appeal  ?  The 
Crown  is  known  to  be  the  fountain  of  justice.  If 
that  fountain  is  now  muddied  by  partisans  and 
by  partisa!iship,  where  are  we  to  fly  for  refuge  P 
What  are  we  to  do?  What  hope  is  there  for 
anybody?  Let  them  fairly  bring  their  accusa- 
tions  forward  in  this  country,  and  let  me  defend 
myself.  I  see  no  hope  of  safety  for  myself  or  for 
any  other  person  who  happens  to  incur  their 
displeasure.     Nothing  to  me  could  be  more  pain- 
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fill  than  to  find  that  the  mind  of  those  whom  I 
yalued,  and  whose  esteem  for  me  is  one  of  the 
most  precious  things  in  this  world,  has  been  thus 
secretly  poisoned  against  me,  and  months  mast 
elapse  before  justice  can  be  done  me  at  Home,  if 
it  can  ever  be  done.  I  appeal  to  honorable  mem- 
bers to  try  to  find  some  means  by  which  the  shield 
of  protection  can  be  thrown  around  those  who  sit 
here,  that  they  may  be  protected  from  slanders  of 
this  kind. 

Mr.  THOMSON.^I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  has  made  a  Tery  calm  and 
dignified  statement,  especially  when  we  consider 
the  very  grave  charges  that  have  been  made 
against  liim.  The  honorable  member  has  spoken 
in  a  xerj  subdued  spirit,  apparently  arising  from 
the  gravity  of  the  charges  made  against  him.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  guilty  of  the  charges 
which  have  been  made  a^nst  him,  he  is,  in 
fact,  not  fit  to  sit  in  this  House.  The  honorable 
gentleman  is  charged  with  inventing  or  giving 
rise  to  a  certain  report,  and  he  is  accused  of 
doing  this  for  party  purposes.  And,  Sir,  even 
stronger  charges  are  brought  against  the  honor- 
able gentleman.  The  tone  in  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  has  addressed  him- 
self to  this  question  is  very  different  indeed  from 
the  tone  of  the  despatch  to  which  reference  has 
been  made.  The  style  of  this  despateh  is  in  the 
very  highest  degree  objectionable.  This  is  a  State 
paper  which  is  to  be  bound  up  with  the  Votes 
and  Proceedings  of  this  House.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  is  not  written  in  that  calm  and  dignified 
style  in  which  a  State  paper  ought  to  be  written. 
It  is  very  different  indeed  from  many  of  the 
State  papers  that  we  have  been  accustomed  to 
read.  It  is  very  different  indeed  firom  the  style 
of  the  despatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Lord 
Carnarvon,  that  has  been  so  frequently  referred 
to  in  this  House  this  session.  That  despatch  was 
written  in  a  very  dignified  and  calm  style.  His 
Lordship  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the 
Gheneral  Assembly  could  abolish  the  provinces, 
and  simply  expressed  a  hope  that,  should  the 
provinces  be  abolished,  the  hopes  of  the  General 
Assembly  would  be  realized.  But  the  despatch 
we  are  now  considering  seems  to  me  to  be  written, 
I  may  say,  in  a  partial  spirit.  And,  Sir,  looking 
at  this  letter,  it  seems  to  be  written,  not  by  the 
Officer  Administering  the  Government  of  New 
Zealand,  but  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel  himself.  It  is 
quite  in  his  style.  If  honorable  members  wish  to 
satisfy  themselves  on  this  point,  they  have  only  to 
read  the  memorandum  that  was  sent  Home  in  re- 
gard to  the  Loan  Agents,  and  the  letters  that  were 
sent  to  the  various  baziking  inspectors  through- 
out the  colony.  It  seems  exceedmgly  wrong  that 
the  Officer  Administering  the  Ghpvemment  of  New 
Zealand  should  send  a  despatch  Home  written 
by  his  Besponsible  Advisers.  His  despatches  are 
presumed  to  be  his  own.  Despatches  are  often 
founded  upon  memoranda  which  are  enclosed. 
We  .have  tne  memorandum  of  the  G-ovemment 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  on  this  question. 
For  this  memorandum  he  is  not  responsible,  but 
for  the  letter  sent  by  the  Officer  Administering 
the  Gt)vemment  of  this  country  to  the  Secretary 
of  3tate,  that  officer  is  individually  responsible. 


That  being  the  case,  he  should  be  very  particular 
in  regard  to  vnriting  such  a  document  himself. 
Then  the  question  arise,  why  has  this  despateh 
not  been  laid  upon  the  table  months  ago  ?  This 
despatch,  I  find,  Was  written  on  the  21st  Jane, 
nearly  four  mouths  since.  I  presume  the  Govern- 
ment have  kept  back  this  de^^Mktch  because  it  was 
objectionable,  and  produced  it  now  simply  be- 
cause they  could  not  retain  it  longer.  The  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  says  he  asked  for 
it.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  asked  for  this  de- 
spatch, why  was  it  not  laid  on  the  table  months 
ago? 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  asked  for  it  the  other  day. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— At  all  evenU.  the  document 
ought  to. have  been  laid  on  the  table  the  day 
after  it  was  written.  This  is  a  document  that 
refiects  very  seriously  on  the  character  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  and,  saoh 
being  the  case,  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
Government,  if  they  did  not  submit  the  docu- 
ment to  the  honorable  member  before  sending  it 
Home,  to  lay  it  on  the  table  the  day  after  it  was 
written,  so  that  the  honorable  genUeman  might 
take  what  steps  he  considered  best  under  the 
circumstances  to  vindicate  his  character.  I  think 
the  despatch  has  been  detained  thus  long  simply 
because  it  could  not  be  detained  any  longer.  It 
has  been  written  four  months.  Letters  have 
been  sent  Home  since  this  despatch  was  written, 
and  answers  have  been  received  to  them.  I  pre- 
sume that  there  will  be  something  in  the  Home 
papers  regarding  this  very  despatch,  a  despatch 
reflecting  so  seriously  upon  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames,  who  is  well  known  at  Home.  I 
think  it  is  a  pity  that  this  despatch  vras  ever 
written,  and  it  is  also  a  pity  that  the  Gh>vemm«nt 
did  not  lay  it  on  the  table  the  very  day  after  it 
was  sent  Home. 

Maior  ATKINSON.— I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks,  but  perhaps 
it  is  right  that  I  should  say  a  few  words.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  made  what  is,  for  him,  a 
verv  temperate  speech. 

Hon.  Mbhbbbs. — Oh,  oh ! 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  Sir,  I  say,  for  him. 

Hon.  Membbbs. — Oh,  oh ! 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  repeat  it,  in  order 
that  honorable  members  may  understand  what  I 
am  saying.  I  say,  the  honorable  gentleman,  for 
him,  made  a  very  temperate  speech.  Although 
he  complained  of  being  slandered  himself,  he 
did  not  give  way,  as  he  usually  does,  to  slan- 
dering Ministers — to  the  usual  extent  which  he 
does.  He  was  content  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion  

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— Sir,  I  call  attention  to  the 
words  used  by  the  honorable  member — "  he  did 
not  give  way  as  he  usually  does  to  slanderine 
Ministers."  I  should  like  to  know  if  you  think 
they  are  proper  words  for  the  honorable  member 
to  use,  or  for  any  other  honorable  member  to  use. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able member  is  out  of  order. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  going  to  quote  the 
words  the  honorable  member  used  to-day.  He 
says,  I  am  "shameless  with  greed  in  having 
provided  estates  for  my  friends."    If  the  honor- 
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able  MnUeman  will  nee  that  laaigaa^  outside 
tliit  Hoiue,  I  wUl  ^ve  liim  an  immediate  oppor- 
ioniij  of  proving  it  in  the  Courta  of  law,  to 
whiob  he  11  so  raady  to  apply.  That,  Sir,  ia  a 
dietinoi  challenge  to  the  honorable  member,  bat 
which  I  fear  he  has  not  the  moral  courage  to  ac- 
cept ;  if  he  accepts  it,  he  will  see  whether  I  haye 
grown  shameless  enough  to  supply  my  friends 
with  laige  estates. 

Sir  G.  aB£Y.— I  said  nothing  about  that  to- 
day.   I  used  no  such  terms  to-day. 

Mijor  ATKINSON.— Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber tell  me  what  he  did  say  ? 

Sir  a.  GBBY.— Not  to-day. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  to-day.  "  Shame- 
less with  greed." 

Sir  a.  aBEY.— I  say  No.  Sir,  I  assure  you  I 
said  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  said  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  grown  shameless  in  the  pursuit  of 
things  of  this  kind.  I  used  no  such  words  as 
"  estates  for  his  friends  "  or  "  for  greed." 

Ifajor  ATKINSON.  — I  take  the  honorable 
member's  disavowal.  I  belie?e  that  I  distinctly 
heard  the  words ;  but  it  is  possible  I  may  hare 
been  mistaken.  I  think  I  can  leave  it  to  honor- 
able members  who  heard  the  words.  Then  the 
honorable  member  went  on  to  say  that  we  had 
deliberately 

Sir  G-.  GB£Y. — Sir,  an  honorable  member 
(Mr.  Richmond) — the  honorable  member  for  the 
Suburbs  of  Nelson — used  words.  Perhaps  he 
will  repeat  them. 

Mr.  KICHMONP.— I  say  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  used  the  words,  "  employing 
spies  and  bribing  the  Press." 

Sir  G.  GREY.- Yes;  "employed  spies  and 
bribed  the  Press"— and  I  meant  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  am  not  particuhir 
about  the  words  the  honorable  member  uses  to 
me.  I  am  perfectly  content,  as  I  haye  stated  in 
this  House,  to  let  the  public  of  New  Zealand 
judge  between  us.  The  nonorable  member  goes 
on  to  say  that  the  whole  course  of  our  legislation 
has  been  to  corrupt  the  country ;  to  bribe  mem- 
bers :  that  we  haye  spies  watching  the  honorable 
member  throughout  the  country.  He  has  been 
pleased  to  say  that  Mr.  DargayiUe,  whose  charac- 
ter, I  Tenturs  to  say,  will  bear  comparison  with 
his  own,  and  should,  at  any  rate,  protect  him 
from  such  statements,  was  employed  as  a  spy  by 
the  Goyemment  of  the  day  to  trap  him  into — 1 
really  do  not  know  what. 

Sir  G.  GBSY.— I  said  nothing  of  the  kind. 
I  said  he  acted  as  a  spy;  which  he  distinctly 
did. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  yeir  sorry  I  ap- 
pear to  haye  misheard  the  honorable  gentleman 
all  through.  At  any  rate,  I  must  trust  to  my 
own  memory  instead  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's. I  say  distinctly  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  we  employed  spies,  and  that  this 
gentleman  was  employed  as  a  spy  for  the  pur- 
pose I  haye  stated.  That  is  my  impression — I 
may  be  right  or  wrong.  I  would  point  out  that 
an  honorable  gentleman  who  is  so  yery  free  with 
such  fidse  accusations  as  I  enumerated,  who 
scarcely  oyer  rises  in  his  place  without  accusing 
Ministers  of  the  most  shameful  orimee — which 


accusations  he  must  know  are  untrue — is  not  a 
subject  for  much  compassion,  even  supposing  the 
statements  he  has  msde  that  he  has  been  misre- 
presented were  according  to  £sct.  But,  Sir,  they 
are  not.  I  will  remind  the  House  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  His  Excellence's  despatch 
was  written.  The  honorable  gentleman  himself 
thought  proper  to  address  the  Secretary  of  State 
direct — against  all  constitutional  usage,  sgainst 
usage  he  himself  complained  of  being  not  ob- 
senred.  He  even  went  so  far,  when.  Governor,  as 
to  request  the  Secretary  of  State  At  Home  to  re- 
turn unanswered  letters  addressed  to  him  from 
the  colony  until  they  had  gone  through  the  Gk>- 
vemor.  The  honorable  gentleman  thought  proper 
to  address  the  Secretary  of  State  direct,  and  only 
forwarded  the  letter  to  His  Excellency  in  time  to 
be  too  late  for  the  mail.  It  is  very  unfortunate 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  always  obliged  to 
put  off  his  correspondence  with  the  Home  Govern- 
ment, so  that  he  has  not  sufficient  time  to  commu- 
nicate with  His  ExceUeocy  to  enable  His  Excel- 
lency to  comment  upon  his  letters.  This  despatch, 
of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  so  much  com- 
plains, was  written  to  comment  upon  a  despatch 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  thought  it 
right  to  send  direct  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
without  giving  His  Excellency  an  opportunity  of 
commenting  upon  it.  I  would  ask  the  House  to 
remember  this,  and  that  His  Excellency's  de- 
spatch vras  one  commenting  upon  a  letter  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  succeeded  in  send- 
ing to  the  Secretary  of  State  so  as  to  gain  time 
upon  the  GK>vemor.  What  does  the  honorable 
gentleman  endeavour  to  convey  in  that  letter? 
He  represents  it  as  probable,  and  adds  the  weight 
of  his  own  name  to  it,  that  Her  Miyesty's  repre- 
sentative in  this  colony  was  going  to  cause  Auck- 
land to  be  bombarded  by  Her  Majesty's  ships,  at 
the  instance  of  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  for  party 
purposes.  I  ask  the  House  whether  a  gentleman 
who  will  take  a  newspaper  report,  and  not  eive  it 
simply  as  a  newspaper  report,  but  who  adds  the 
weight  of  his  own  name  to  it,  saying  he  has  rea- 
son to  believe  the  thing  is  true,  has  any  cause 
to  complain  of  comments  which  His  Excellency 
thinks  it  necessary  to  make  upon  such  a  docu- 
ment P 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— May  I  rise  to  a  personal  ex- 
planation? The  statement  I  made  in  the  de- 
spatch was  this:  that  I  believed  it  was  true 
that  the  supporters  of  the  Govemmont  had 
been  making  those  statements.  That  was  my 
allegation. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  letter  is  before 
honorable  gentlemen,  and  they  know  exactly 
what  was  implied  and  what  was  written.  Do 
honorable  members  think  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  have  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  telegraph  out  that  Auckland  was  not  to 
be  bombarded,  if  he  did  not  believe  that  such  an 
act  was  possible  and  probable  ?  I  venture  to  say 
there  is  not  a  single  person  in  Auckland,  except 
the  honorable  member  (Sir  G.  Grey),  who  bs- 
lieved  it  for  a  moment;  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  Home  authorities  will  treat  the  rumour  with 
the  contempt  it  deserves.  To  say  that  persons  in 
Auckland  were  deterred  from  taking  action  in 
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Kilitical  matters  on  aooount  of  a  fSoar  of  Her 
ajesty'e  *^P''  bombarding  Aacklandi  is  simply 
ridiculoas.  The  despat-ches  of  His  Excellency 
are  written  by  himself,  and  not  by  Ministers. 
He  oommunicates  direct  with  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  Ministers  haye  nothing  to  do  with 
writing  bis  despatches  in  any  form  or  shape; 
and  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  must 
know  that  perfectly  well.  I  will  read  the  words 
of  the  honorable  member's  letter,  so  that  the 
House  may  see  whether  I  haye  misquoted : — "  I 
am  so  entirely  satisfied  of  the  honor  and  good 
faith  of  the  paper  from  which  I  quote  that  I  feel 
sure  there  are  substantial  grounds  for  the  state- 
ment it  contains." 

Sir  G.  GRET.— Will  the  honorable  gentleman 
read  the  statement  in  the  newspaper  ?  I  submit 
that  should  be  done,  so  that  the  House  may  know 
what  the  statement  was.  It  was  that  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  Govemment  were  spreading  certain 
reports. 

Major  ATKINSON.— With  regard  to  the  let- 
ter, honorable  members  are  of  course  as  capable 
of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  its  correctness  as  I 
am ;  they  have  all  the  facts  before  them.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  country  will  indorse  erery  word 
of  His  Excellency's  despatch.  I  distinctly  in- 
dorse every  word  of  it.  If  the  despatch  had  not 
been  absolutely  true — if  the  honorable  gentleman 
did  not  feel  its  truth — we  should  not  have  had 
that  speech  from  him  to-day.  The  reason  why 
the  despatch  was  not  laid  on  the  table  before  is 
simply  this :  that  His  Excellency  desired  to  ob- 
tain an  answer  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
letter  of  the  Superintendent  of  Auckland,  written 
on  the  6tb  June,  and  also  an  answer  to  this  de- 
spatch, before  communicating  it  to  the  House. 
One  of  these  documents,  as  I  bare  said,  was  a 
commentary  on  the  other,  and  His  Excellency 
desired  that  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
should  be  receiyed  before  they  were  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  The  honorable  member's 
letter  has  been  laid  upon  the  table  now,  because 
he  expressed  a  desire  the  other  night  that  it 
should  be  produced.  Upon  that  desire  being 
communicated  to  the  Goyemor,  His  Excellency 
consented  to  the  despatch  being  laid  on  the  table. 
I  need  not  trouble  the  House  further  than  to  say 
that  if  the  honorable  member  has  real  cause  for 
complaint — if  he  can  deny  any  of  these  state- 
ments that  have  been  made  against  him — he  has 
the  ordinary  means  of  redress  open  to  him.  He 
knows  as  well  as  anybody  how  to  ayail  himself  of 
those  means;  and  when  the  correspondence  is 
ended  it  will  be  for  the  countnr  to  judge  who 
has  taken  the  right  course.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  what  the  ywdict  of  the  country 
wi&be. 

Mr.  SHBEHAN.— If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
assurance  which  the  honorable  member  has  given 
that  His  ExceUenoy  writes  his  own  despatches, 
I  should  have  recc^nised  in  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  l£e  Boman  hand  that  penned 
this  despatch.  It  appears  to  be  identical  m  feel- 
ine  with  the  despatch  itself. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No  doubt.  I  entirely 
indorse  that  despatch. 

Mr.  SHSBHAN.— There  is  not  the  leait  oooa- 


sion  to  say  that,  because  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  just  the  man  who  would  indorse  such  a 
despatch,  which  is  just  on  a  par  with  many 
speeches  he  makes  in  the  House.  He  was  good 
enough  to  characterise  the  speech  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  as  a  temperate  one 
for  him ;  but  when  I  recollect  the  intemperate 
speeches  which  the  honorable  member  himself 
has  made  in  this  House,  I  think  he  might  haye 
left  that  amount  of  faint  praise  to  come  from 
somebody  else.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  made  a  calm,  impartial,  and  nnimpas- 
sioned  speech,  and  it  would  have  bean  well  if 
the  despatch  to  which  we  are  now  referring  had 
been  written  in  the  same  spirit.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  says  he  is  content  to  leave  it  to 
the  people  to  juage  between  the  Goyemment 
and  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  ;  but 
I  tell  him  that  the  people  have  been  judging 
and  are  now  judging,  and  in  two  of  the  most 
important  places  in  the  colony  they  haye  judged 
most  emphatically  against  the  honorable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Government  and  his 
colleagues.  The  population  of  two  proyinoes — 
each  of  which  contains  a  larger  population  than 
did  the  whole  colony  when  first  it  received  its 
Constitution — haye  given  a  most  emphatic  de- 
cision against  the  present  Abolition  proposals. 
The  honorable  member  says  he  has  no  sjmpathy 
for  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 
That  is  also  an  entirely  unnecessary  statement-. 
We  know  perfectly  well  he  has  no  sjmpathy 
for  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames — 
that  it  is  just  the  other  way — but  we  have  this 
consoling  assurance,  that  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  does  not  require  his  sympathy. 
He  is  able  to  take  care  of  himself, 'and  ray 
honorable  friend  will  have  to  be  very  assiduous 
indeed  if  he  gets  the  upper  hand  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  either  in  this  or 
any  other  business.  The  honorable  member  says 
in  efiect  that  the  honorable  member  fbr  the 
Thames  delayed  sending  his  despatch  to  the 
Governor  until  it  was  too  late  for  the  Governor 
to  make  any  comments  on  it  which  would  accom- 
pany it  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  That,  in  itself, 
is  a  charge  against  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  of  burking  any  comments  that  might 
otherwise  be  sent  Home  by  the  Ministry  on 
his  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate.  I  do 
not  think  that  is  a  charge  which  should  be 
made  by  gentlemen  who  are  complaining  night 
after  night  of  unfair  charges  being  brought 
against  them.  I  think  a  Government  who  so 
constantly  complain  of  unfair  charges  being 
made  against  them  should  be  yery  careful  how 
they  make  charges  in  return.  The  honorable 
gentleman  says  no  one  believes  this  statement 
about  force  being  employed  against  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  Abolition  Bill  coming  into 
force.  That  is  not  the  question.  The  question 
is.  Whether  persons  claiming  to  be  in  confiden- 
tial relationship  with  the  Gx>vemment — I  will 
not  call  it  having  private  entry  by  the  back- 
stairs, but  haying  intimate  and  confidential  rela- 
tions with  the  Government — did  make  state- 
ments of  this  kind.  I  say  they  did.  I  say  that 
in  the  Frovinoe  of  Anekland  threats  of  that  kind 
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•were  frequently  made  by  Qt)romment  supporters 
during  tho  recent  elections ;  and  it  is  but  a  fair 
inference  tbat,  when  people  were  voting  upon 
this  question  of  abolition,  statements  of  this  kind, 
that  Her  Majesty's  ships,  and  armed  force  if 
necessary,  would  be  made  use  of  to  enforce  aboli- 
tion, would  have  some  effect.  It  is  equal  to 
saying,  "  We  haye  to  pat  abolition  into  force,  and 
we  will  compel  you  to  elect  persons  who  will  help 
us  to  do  so."  Why,  Sir,  in  the  Tery  lobbies  of 
this  building,  I  "haye  heard  these  statements 
made,  not  in  jest,  but  deliberately  made,  that,  no 
matter  what  the  opposition  might  be  to  this 
measure,  it  would  be  put  into  force,  and  that  any 
attempt  in  the  Province  of  Otago  or  Auckland 
to  prevent  it  would  be  met  by  the  employment  of 
force.  I  heard  the  other  day  members  who  sup- 
port the  GoTomment  say  they  would  themselves 
come  up  to  Auckland  and  assist  in  putting  aboli- 
tion into  force.  I  tell  them,  if  they  have  that 
intention,  they  had  better  think  carefully  before 
they  act  upon  it,  because  it  might  so  happen 
that,  afler  they  got  there,  there  might,  on  the 
part  of  afflicted  relatives,  be  inquiries  after 
missing  friends.  I  do  not  know,  of  course, 
where  the  line  ought  to  be  drawn  in  com- 
menting on  despatches  written  by  His  Excel- 
lency the  GK>vemor ;  but  I  apprehend,  whether 
he  writes  tliem  himself  or  not,  he  derives  his 
information  from  Ministers,  and  consults  them 
as  to  the  subjects  upon  which  he  writes.  I  con- 
tend, therefore,  that  we  are  fairly  entitled  to 
hold  Ministers  responsible  for  this  despatch,  and 
to  characterize  its  language  and  terms  as  we  think 
fit,  without  any  disrespect  to  the  Governor.  The 
honorable  member  at  the  head  of  the  G-ovem- 
ment  has  given  me  that  permission  by  indorsing 
the  statements  made  in  the  despatch.  I  say, 
therefore,  that  this  despatch  is  a  very  unfair  and 
one-sided  statement  of  affairs.  I  have  been  ac- 
customed to  read  Governors'  despatches.  I  have 
read  the  despatches  of  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames,  I  have  read  the  despatches  of  Go- 
vemori  of  the  Australian  colonies,  and  of  other 
Governors  of  this  colonv,  and  I  have  always  found 
the  some  high,  impartial,  gentlemanly  tone  in  those 
documents — as  unimpassioned  utterances  as  those 
of  the  Judges  on  the  bench.  It  is  not  right  that 
the  Governor  of  the  colony—the  representative 
of  Her  Majesty  in  this  countxy — should  take  the 
side  of  any  party  in  his  despatches ;  but  the  Gk>- 
veniment  have  placed  His  Excellency  in  tbat  most 
unfortunate  position.  I  will  assume  that  the 
belief  of  tlie  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
is  entirely  unfounded — I  will  assume  that  his 
statements  are  as  wild  as  possible  :  is  it  a  proper 
tiling  that,  in  a  despatch  to  tho  Secretary  of 
State — a  document  that  is  a  State  paper — His 
Excellency  sliould  use  such  an  expression  as  this : 
"I  should  certainly  have  treated  it  as  a  bad 
joke"?  That  is  not  the  language  in  which  a 
despatch  from  the  Governor  of  a  colony  should 
be  couched.  The  whole  document  is  written  in 
tho  stjle  of  a  sharp  newspaper  article,  and  to 
call  it  a  despatch  or  State  document  is,  to  my 
mind,  a  misnomer.  The  Gorernor  U  made  to 
say  to  the  Secretary  of  Stat-e,  in  reference  to  the 
policy  of  abolition,  and  in  regard  to  the  opposi- 


tion to  it,  "  That  feeling  is  certainly  not  unani- 
mous, except,  perhaps,  in  tlie  city  of  Auckland 
and  its  immeaiate  neighbourhood."  We  have 
had  evidence  this  session,  and  very  strong  evi- 
dence too,  that  even  the  most  remote  outlying 
districts,  which  were  formerly  in  &vour  of  it,  are 
now  opposed  to  it.  I  say  it  is  especially  wrong 
that  the  Governor,  in  making  these  statements  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  should  have  been  called 
upon  to  make  statements  which,  I  regret  to  say, 
are  not  in  accordance  with  facts.  The  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  has  explained,  and  ex- 
plained satisfactorily,  the  attempt  to  make  out 
tbat  he  substantially  indorsed  the  truth  of  the 
assertion  that  ships  of  war  would  be  employed  to 
enforce  abolition  m  Auckland,  so  that  I  need  not 
refer  to  that  matter.  But  I  come  to  a  much 
worse  point  in  this  despatch.    It  is  stated, — 

"  As,  however.  Sir  George  Grey  has  seen  fit  to 
make  this  formal  complaint  to  your  Lordship,  I 
now  distinctly  charge  him  with  being  himself  the 
Gr^t  to  give  currency  to  a  report  similar  to  the 
one  he  has  brought  under  your  Lordship's  notice; 
and,  in  support  of  this  aooosation,  I  enclose  to 
your  Lordship  this  copy  of  a  letter  which  has 
been  addressed  b;^  Mr.  Dargaville  to  my  Private 
Secretary  for  my  information." 

It  is  a  oommon  practice  among  aged  females, 
when  an  accusation  is  brought  against  them,  to 
retort  with  another  charge,  without  the  slightest 
justification  ;  but,  Sir,  is  it  for  a  moment  to  be 
supposed  that  a  public  man  of  such  high  stand- 
ing as  Sir  George  Grey — a  man  who  has  been 
Governor  of  tliis  colony  and  whose  reputation 
is  well  established — should  have  charges  brought 
against  him  founded  upon  a  private  letter  from 
a  private  citizen  to  the  Governor's  Private  Secre- 
tary ?  We  who  know  Mr.  Dargaville  know  per* 
fectly  well  that  his  statements  on  political  matters 
must  be  received  with  a  large  amount  of  caution. 
He  is  well  known  in  Auckland  as  a  disappointed 
demagogue — a  man  who  tried  hard  to  be  elected 
Superintendent,  and  spent  thousands  of  pounds, 
or  rather  promised  to  spend  them,  in  the  at- 
tempt, but  failed.  Ho  was  then  returued  to 
tho  Provincial  Council  by  those  rery  persons 
who  had  opposed  his  election  to  the  office  of 
Superintendent,  because  they  wished  to  show  the 
people,  from  practical  experience,  how  utterlv 
unfit  he  was  tor  this  position.  Holding  such 
opinions  as  he  did,  Mr.  Dargaville  did  not  dare 
to  come  forward  and  to  contest  tho  representation 
of  any  constituency  in  Auckland.  And  yet  his 
opinions  are  to  be  taken  as  representing  public 
opinion  in  Auckland — opinions  expressed  in  this 
letter  addressed  to  '*  Dear  Moling."  It  reminds 
me  much  of  that  correspondence  with  "Dear 
Pollen,"  of  which  we  heard  so  much.  Is  the 
opinion  of  such  a  man  to  be  taken  against  that 
of  a  public  man  of  the  highest  reputation — a  man 
who  has  spent  forty  or  fifty  years  in  the  public 
service,  and  who  has  been  Governor  of  this 
colony  ?  I  am  not  speaking  of  tho  present  Min- 
istry, but  of  the  Ministry  which  was  in  offico 
when  this  despatch  was  prepared  and  sent  Home ; 
and  I  say  that  any  members  of  that  Ministry  who 
are  now  on  the  Government  benches,  and  who 
were  parties  to  that  despatch,   should  at  once 
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leave  tbose  benolies  filled  with  shame  for  what 
thev  liad  done.  It  is,  to  my  mind,  one  of  the 
darkest  features  of  tlds  despatch  that  a  charge 
of  that  kind  should  be  made  by  the  GoTemor 
of  the  colony — Her  Majesty's  representative — 
upon  such  utterly  unreliable  testimony.  If  the 
Gh>yernor  desired  to  make  such  a  charge  against 
the  Superintendent  of  a  proTinoe,  a  former 
Governor,  and  a  man  of  thenighest  standing,  he 
should  have  sent  a  copy  of  the  despatch  con- 
taining those  charges  to  Sir  G«orge  Grey,  in 
drder  that  he  might  make  any  explanations  he 
thought  fit  upon  them.  There  has  been  no  foun- 
dation for  those  charges  but  a  letter  of  no  more 
value  than  the  anonymous  letter  of  a  newspaper 
correspondent.  Mr.  Dargaville  is  known  well 
enough  in  Auckland,  but  he  is  uttrrly  unknown 
at  Home ;  and  any  letter  of  bis  read  there  is  of 
no  more  value  than  an  anonymous  letter.  And 
yet,  upon  such  a  letter  as  that,  the  Governor  has 
made  the  most  serious  charges  against  Sir  G^rge 
Grey.  And  the  statement  made  in  regard  to  tlus 
matter  is,  that  Sir  George  Grey  had  expressed 
to  Mr.  Dareaville  his  great  anxiety  to  get  the 
control  of  Uie  police  force  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  him  to  contend  with  the  General 
Government,  in  the  event  of  a  dispute  arising 
between  them.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  has  answered  that  statement  most  com- 
pletely ;  but  I,  as  a  member  of  the  Provincial 
Executive  of  Auckland  at  the  time,  and  having 
official  knowledge  of  what  took  place,  may  confirm 
the  st-atement  that  he  was  not  anxious  to  take 
over  the  police,  although  the  control  of  them 
was  offei-ed  to  him  by  the  General  Government. 
Another  statement  made  in  this  despatch,  in  the 
refutation  of  which  I  appeal  to  all  members  of 
the  Provincial  Council  now  present  to  support 
me,  is  that  the  repeal  of  the  resolutions  carried 
by  the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland  in  fiivour 
of  abolition  was  brought  about  by  the  direct  in- 
stigation of  Sir  George  Grey.  There  is  no  truth 
whatever  in  that  statement.  Tbose  resolutions 
were  moved  by  me.  I  came  on  that  very  day 
from  Napier,  and  had  no  opportunity  whatever  of 
consulting  with  Sir  G«orge  Grey  on  the  question. 
The  question  in  favour  of  abolition  was  put  to 
the  Council ;  and  by  one  of  those  blunders  which 
occur  in  all  representative  bodies,  it  was  carried 
without  discussion.  I  was  in  the  library  at  the  time 
it  was  carried,  drawing  up  an  amendment  which 
I  intended  to  move.  I  returned  to  the  House, 
and,  without  any  aonsultation  with  Sir  Gkorge 
Grey,  gave  notice  of  the  rescinding  resolutions 
which  were  afterwards  carried.  That  Sir  George 
Grey  instigated  that,  or  desired  it,  or  brought  it 
about,  is  utterly  untrue.  Yesterday,  in  the  lobbies, 
there  was  tliat  kind  of  rumour  going  about  which 
generally  heralds  the  production  of  important 
intelligence,  such  as  we  used  to  have  two  or  three 
years  ago  when  the  policy  of  this  countiy  was 
changing  from  top  to  bottom  of  the  political 
thermometer  every  two  or  three  days.  In  those 
days  two  or  three  people  who  used  to  hang  about 
the  backstairs  were  in  the  habit  of  whispering 
confidentially,  "  You  will  hear  something  good 
to-night."  We  heard  the  same  thing  yesterday. 
I  was  told  by  those  gentlemen,  "  There  is  some- 


thing coming  on  to-night  with  reference  to  aboli- 
tion which  will  open  tne  eyes  of  the  Opposition." 
I  expected  that  we  were  to  have  what  Ministers 
have  never  yet  attempted  to  get— namely,  a  sound 
opinion  on  the  legality  of  the  Abolition  Act ;  and 
I  looked  forward  to  it  with  some  amount  of  dread, 
because  I  thought  that,  if  they  had  obtained  such 
an  opinion  against  our  views,  it  would  break  up 
any  further  opposition  to  the  coming  into  force 
of  the  Abolition  Act.  But  what  did  we  find  P 
This  despatch,  which  is  full  or  partisanship,  and 
which,  in  all  essential  allegations,  has  no  founda- 
tion in  fact :  a  despatch  in  which  a  most  wanton 
charge  is  made  agamst  a  public  officer  by  a  private 
citizen  of  the  Province  or  Auckland.  Altogether 
apart  from  party  considerations — putting  it  on 
one  side  as  a  matter  of  Opposition  or  Govern- 
ment —  I  say  that  every  sensible  and  fair- 
minded  gentleman  in  this  House  will  re- 
gret the  tone  and  conception  of  that  de- 
spatch, and  will  admit  that  it  is  not  couched 
in  language  that  ought  to  characterize  a  de- 
spatch of  the  Governor  of  New  Zealand.  Every 
man  will  admit  that  in  dealing  with  the  people 
over  whom  he  is  placed  in  charge — especially 
in  commenting  on  the  conduct  or  character 
of  a  public  officer — he  ought  to  hesitate,  and 
ought  to  obtain  the  most  distinct  proof,  be- 
fore he  nuide  such  a  charge  as  is  contained 
in  one  of  the  paragraphs  of  this  despatch-  Be- 
sides neglecting  to  send  Sir  Gheorge  Grey  a  copy, 
that  despatch  is  now  nearly  four  months  old.  It 
has  been  lying  in  the  Ministerial  coffers  up  to 
this  time ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  brought  out 
by  recent  discussions,  it  would  lie  there  until 
it  was  laid  before  Parliament  with  other  de- 
spatches next  year.  I  'contend  that  that  is  the 
extreme  of  un&imess — that  it  shows  an  extreme 
want  of  fair-play  —  a  want  of  chivalrous  con- 
sideration even  for  an  opponent.  The  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  has,  perhaps,  made  a 
mistake  in  noticing  a  document  of  this  kind,  and 
in  endeavouring  to  refute  the  statements  made 
by  Mr.  DargaviUe.  In  the  Province  of  Auckland, 
where  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  and 
Mr.  Dargaville  are  both  known,  the  allegations 
of  Mr.  Dargaville  wiU  be  treated  with  scorn  and 
contempt;  but,  even  in  this  House,  I  contend 
there  are  very  few  men,  however  embittered 
they  may  be  against  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames,  and  however  strongly  they  may  con- 
demn and  censure  his  action,  who  will  not  be 
grepared  to  put  in  the  balance  the  years  of  pub- 
c  service  and  public  reputation  o^  Sir  George 
Grey  against  the  statement  of  a  private  gentle- 
man in  Auckland  writing  to  the  Private  Secre- 
tary of  the  Governor.  I  contend  that  a  private 
letter  of  that  sort,  beginning  "Dear  Maling," 
which  speaks  of  the  Superintendent  of  a 
province  and  a  former  Governor  of  the  colony 
as  "  Grey,"  ought  not  to  have  been  put  into  an 
official  document.  If  His  Excellency  thought  the 
charge  worthy  of  investigation,  he  ought  to  have 
requested  Mr.  Dargaville  to  bring  it  before  him 
officially ;  and  it  ought  to  be  an  official  statement 
of  the  conversation  that  took  place.  I  do  not 
wish  to  go  into  too  much  detail,  but  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Dai^ville  on.  the  face  of  it  does  not  coincide 
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with  tbe  statements  with  regard  to  it  in  the 
Qoremor's  speech.  Mr.  Dargarille  writes  on  the 
8th  June,'  1876.  We  are  told  that  this  conversa- 
tion with  Sir  G-eorge  Q-rej  took  place  about 
twelve  months  before  abohtion  came  into  force 
at  all.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Abolition 
proposals  came  into  the  House  in  1874,  and  Sir 
George  Grey  was  then  liring  in  retirement  in 
Kawau,  and  did  not  oome  to  Auckland  or  take 
anj  part  in  the  political  questions  agitating  the 
countiy  until  Februarj,  1875.  Now,  it  is  quite 
evident  that,  if  the  G-ovemor's  statement  is  cor- 
rect, and  Mr.  Bai^ville's  statement  is  correct, 
the  oonrersation  referred  to  could  never  have 
taken  place.  I  am  satisfied  that  Sir  George  Grej 
could  not  talk  of  armed  resistance  to  a  measure 
not  in  existence.  On  the  face  of  it,  it  appears  to 
me  a  contradiction.  However,  I  think  that  Sir 
George  Grej's  reputation  will  survive  this  attack. 
I  do  not  think  the  statements  of  Mr.  Dargarille, 
adopted  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and 
indorsed  by  the  Premier,  will  be  able  to  overcome 
the  good  faith  and  strong  common  sense  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  They  will  not  believe 
that  a  man  with  such  antecedents  as  Sir  G«orge 
Grey  has  sullied  a  life  of  honor  and  good  ser- 
Tices  to  the  country  by  such  a  base  fabrication. 
It  is  well,  now-a-days,  to  be  a  Colonial  Gover« 
nor — to  draw  a  large  number  of  thousands  of 
pounds  a  year,  to  reside  in  luxurious  palaces,  and 
to  trayel  in  expensive  yachts  that  will  cost  £7,000 
or  £8,000  a  year  to  maintain.  It  is  a  very  fine, 
jolly  thing  to  be  a  Colonial  Governor  now-a-days. 
J3ut  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  whose 
reputation  is  now  assailed  in  this  unfair  and 
ungentlemanly  manner,  was  Governor  of  this 
colony  and  of  other  colonies  when  Gt>vemors  had 
to  wslk  about  like  other  people ;  when  the  coun- 
try was  held  by  armed  rebel  bands ;  and  possibly 
tbe  Gt>Temor8  of  the  present  day  would  never  be 
Governors  if  they  had  to  lead  armed  forces  to 
battle,  as  Sir  George  Gh*ey  had  to  do  in  his  time. 
I  think  that  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  Sir 
George  Ghrey  from  the  imputations  that  have 
been  cast  upon  him  this  debate  would  be  entirely 
onneoessaiy ;  but  I  contend  that,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  despatches  of  this  kind  being 
written,  and  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
opinion  of  the  House  that  despatches  of  this  kind 
should  not  be  written,  and  that  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  Governor  with  the  Home  authorities 
should  be  impai*tial  and  unim passioned,  the  debate 
is  useful,  and  I  hope  it  will  have  that  result.  I 
hate  to  fight  an  angiy  quarrel ;  and  this  House, 
I  contond,  oaght  to  be  able  to  do  public  business 
without  making  such  charges  against  each  other 
as  we  have  been  making,  and  we  ought  to  be  able 
to  do  that  business  without  losing  our  tempers. 
I  draw  this  distinction  between  the  Government 
and  the  Opposition  :  that  a  license  is  allowed  to 
the  Opposition  that  is  not  allowed  to  the  Q^o- 
yemment.  The  Govemment  can  lead  the  House, 
can  direct  it,  and  can  concede.  Sut  it  is  the 
besetting  sin  of  this  Government  that  it  cannot 
make  a  concession.  It  is  unable  to  see  when  it  is 
desirable  to  make  a  concession  at  the  proper  time. 
When  such  despatches  are  written,  and  such 
charges  made  by  the  highest  officer  in  the  colony 
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against  other  public  officers,  it  will  lead  to  angry 
recriminations,  and  Ministers  will  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  what  may  take  place. 

Mr.  BEES.— As  a  member  of  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Auckland  during  the  time  which  the 
occurrences  recounted  in  this  now  celebrated 
correspondence  took  place,  I  desire  to  make  one 
or  two  remarks  on  the  paragraphs  which  relate  to 
those  proceedings  in  that  Council  wherein  the 
name  of  Sir  George  Grey  is  mixed  up.  I  can 
only  presume  that  that  letter,  judging  from  its 
tone,  was  written,  not  by  the  Marquis  of  Nor- 
manby,  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  but  by  his 
Ministers.  I  do  not  believe  that  His  Excellency 
would  write  such  a  letter  as  this.  I  believe  that, 
having  full  confidence  in  his  Ministers,  he  put  bis 
name  to  this  letter,  believing  they  would  not  al- 
low him  to  do  anything  dishonorable  in  itself,  or 
likely  to  bring  disrespect  on  the  high  station  he 
holds  by  appointment  and  by  birth.  Whftn  I 
trace  also  in  the  letter  the  exact  phrases  used  in 
this  House  over  and  over  again — the  exact  classi- 
fication of  words  which  we  have  heard  here  in  re- 
lation to  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
from  the  Ministerial  benches — it  seems  unnatural 
to  suppose  anything  else  but  that  the  Premier, 
perhaps  assisted  by  one  of  the  late  Ministers,  was 
the  concocter  of  this  despatch,  which  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  was  induced  to  sign  without 
actually  reading  it.  In  the  9th  paragraph  of  the 
letter  I  read  as  follows : — 

**  Sir  George  Grey  also  omits  to  inform  your 
Lordship  that,  although  possibly  the  majority  of 
the  members  from  the  Province  of  Auckland  are 
opposed  to  the  abolition  of  the  provincial  sys- 
tem, that  feeling  is  certainly  not  unanimous, 
except  perhaps  in  the  city  of  Auckland  and 
its  immediate  neighbourhood ;  neither  does  he 
state  that  in  May,  last  year,  a  resolution  in 
favour  of  abolition  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
five,  in  the  Provincial  Council  itself,  and  was  only 
rescinded  the  next  day  by  a  majority  of  one  at 
the  direct  instigation  and  dictation  of  Sir  George 
Grey  himself.  I  think,  therefore,  he  is  hardly 
justified  in  claiming  the  whole  of  the  provinces  as 
adopting  his  views." 

I  believe  that  efforts  were  made  in  all  the  great 
Provincial  Councils  of  the  colony  at  the  same 
time — I  believe  at  the  instigation  of  a  certain 
knot  of  persons — to  have  this  resolution  carried. 
In  Auckland,  by  some  mischance — and  in  Auck- 
land alone — unknown  to  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
members,  this  resolution  was  carried.  As  soon  as 
it  was  known  that  the  resolution  was  successful — 
as  stated  by  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney— 
that  gentleman  gave  notice  in  the  CouncU  that 
next  day  he  would  moye  that  the  resolution  be 
rescinded.  After  a  full  debate,  that  resolution 
was  agreed  to,  I  really  cannot  understand  how 
Ministers — how  any  men  of  ordinary  honor — 
could  pledge  themselves  to  those  statements  in 
the  despatch,  the  truth  of  which  they  were  not 
aware  of.  If  this  statement  was  Inade  by  wit- 
nesses in  a  Court  of  law,  they  would  lay  them- 
selves open  to  a  charge  of  perjury.  It  would  not 
he  sufficient  for  them  to  say  afterwards  that  they 
I  only  said  what  they  believed,  and  did  not  know 
I  whether  they  had  spoken  the  truth  or  not.    If 
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thia  statement  was  sworn  to  by  any  person  in  a 
Court  of  laW|  the  person  mahng  it  would  be 
liable  to  imprisonment  and  hard  labour  for  per- 
jurj.  I  would  ask,  Is  that  a  proper  position  for 
Ministers  to  pat  themselres  into  in  relation  to 
such  a  matter  as  this,  where  a  grave  charge  is 
made  against  a  gentleman  whose  name,  more  than 
that  or  any  other  man  of  the  day,  is  connected 
with  the  Colonial  Empire  of  Ghreat  Britain? 
If,  I  say,  that  were  stated  upon  oath  in  a  Court 
of  law,  upon  the  facts  coming  out  as  stated  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Bodney,  which  can 
be  testified  to  by  all  the  honorable  members  from 
Auckland,  those  who  stated  it  would  render 
themselves  liable  to  imprisonment  for  perjury. 
The  Government  took  no  steps  to  ascertain  the 
truth  of  it.  The  Premier  just  now  said  he  would 
trust  to  his  own  memory  rather  than  to  the 
memories  of  those  around  him  ;  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  Covemment  trust  more  to  their 
imagination  than  to  their  memory.  But,  Sir,  I 
was  astonished  at  another  statement  of  the  Pre- 
mier. I  was  not  present  when  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  Sir  G.  Gr^,  made  his 
speech;  but  I  was  astonished  when  I  came  in  to 
hear  the  Premier  say  that  the  honorable  member 
had  made,  for  him,  a  very  temperate  speech,  and 
that  he  was  not  as  slanderous  as  usual.  I  should 
like  to  know  if  there  is  any  precedent  for  a 
Prime  Minister  making  such  a  statement  as  that. 
I  can  only  compare  the  Premier,  whenever  he  re- 
fers to  the  good  conduct  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  GThames,  to  the  black  swan — a  rara  avis  in 
terra.  The  Premier  said  he  would  trust  to  his 
own  memory  and  not  to  the  statements  of  other 
persons.  I  have  always  understood  that  it  is  the 
general  rule,  in  all  deliberative  Assemblies  such 
as  this,  that,  when  an  honorable  member  denies 
that  he  had  made  a  statement,  his  denial  is 
taken  as  sufficient.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  Pre- 
mier, who  should  be  the  leader  of  the  tlouse, 
breaking  through  the  rules  of  courtesy  aud  proce- 
dure with  the  same  hardihood  and  indifference. 
I  use  the  term  "hardihood'*  because  such  con- 
duct as  tliis  must  condemn  him  in  the  minds  of 
all  right-thinking  people,  who  urill  see  that  it  is 
impossible  to  pursue  a  safe  course  while  going  on 
as  he  is  doing.  Then,  again,  I  was  astonished  to 
hear  the  honorable  gentleman  say  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  was  always  in  the 
habit  of  putting  off  his  despatches  until  the 
Governor  could  not  send  his  comments  on  them 
Home.  Perhaps  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
mention  an  instance  of  tiiis. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  telegram  of  Satur- 
day. 

Mr.  B££S. — When  a  person  sends  a  telegram, 
his  business  must  be  of  some  importance,  and  it 
may  be  necessary  that  he  should  send  it  away  at 
once.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  letter,  I  may  say 
that  Sir  George  Grey  saw  the  statement  in  a 
newspaper  published  in  Auckland,  that  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Ministry  in  Auckland  were  causing 
certain  rumours  to  be  circulated,  and  this  only 
came  to  his  knowledge  just  before  the  mail  left, 
and  therefore  he  was  bound  to  take  immediate 
action.  That,  however,  did  not  justify  the  Pre-" 
mier  in  saying  that  Sir  George  Grey  was  in  the 


habit  of  putting  off  his  despatches  sa  long  tha^ 
the  Governor  could  not  send  Home  his  comment^ 
on  them.  The  &ct  is  that  Sir  George  Grey  sent 
copies  of  his  letter  and  telegram  to  the  Governor 
on  the  very  day  that  he  sent  the  originals  to 
England.  The  meaning  of  Sir  George  Grey  is 
clearly  shown  by  his  words.  He  says,  *'  I  heard 
that,  m  two  parts  of  the  colony,  reports  had  been 
circulated  that  Her  Majesty's  seamen  and  marines 
are  to  be  used  to  put  down,  by  armed  force,  all 
opposition  to  the  Ministry ;  and  I  find  it  stated 
in  a  local  newspaper  of  this  morning.''  Why,  he 
distinctly  states  it  to  be  a  newspaper  report ;  and 
afterwards  he  says,  "  I  am  so  entirely  satisfied  of 
the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the  paper  from  which 
I  quote,  that  I  feel  sure  there  are  substantial 
grounds  for  the  statement  it  contains."  If  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  had  the  slightest  pretension 
either  of  being  careful  in  his  statements,  or  of 
being  able  clearly  to  understand  the  English 
language,  he  would  find  that  the  statement  wnich 
is  made  here  by  the  newspaper  is  that  reports  are 
being  circulated  to  a  certain  effect,  and  not  that 
Auckland  is  to  be  bombarded.  It  states  that 
reports  have  been  circulated  to  that  effect ;  and 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  merely- 
says  that  there  are  clear  grounds  for  the  state- 
ment that  such  reports  have  been  circulated.  It 
is  impossible  to  put  any  other  interpretation  on 
the  paragraph.  Some  members  of  the  Ministry, 
to  whom  the  English  language  is  not  properlj 
known,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  could  put 
another  interpretation  on  it;  but  if  any  fi&h- 
form  schoolboy  were  to  put  that  interpretation  on 
this  paragraph,  he  would  stand  a  very  good  chance 
of  being  hoisted,  and  it  would  serve  him  right. 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  does  not 
state  that  he  believes  force  is  to  be  used,  but 
that  a  report  to  that  effect  is  being  circulated. 
Those  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Government 
benches,  having  found  that  they  have  made  a  mis- 
take, ought  now  as  men  of  honor  to  say  so.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  goes  on  to 
say  in  his  despatch  that  "such  allegations  of 
the  intentions  of  the  Imperial  authorities,  circu- 
lated as  they  are  here,  do  much  harm."  Any 
gentleman  who  was  in  Auckland  at  the  time  of 
the  elections  will  know  that  those  allegations  did 
harm  among  many  of  the  people.  The  people 
actually  became  afraid  they  would  be  brought 
into  collision  with  the  Imperial  forces.  The 
Hon.  the  Premier  had  said,  *'  If  Sir  George  Grey 
can  deny  any  of  the  statements  contained  in  His 
Excellency's  despatch,  it  is  ^pen  for  him  to  deny 
them."  How  could  Sir  George  Grey  deny  the 
statements,  when  he  was  kept  in  ignorance  of 
them  for  four  months  after  they,  wore  made  ?  I 
say  that  when  the  Gt>vemment  pursue  that  course 
of  conduct  they  are  notpursuinff  the  just,  the  fair, 
or  the  right  course.  The  slipshod  and  wretched 
English  in  this  despatch  convinoes  me,  though  it 
is  signed  by  the  Governor,  that  it  is  written  by 
his  Ministers.  Fancy  publishing  such  a  thing  as 
this  in  the  Times  as  the  production  of  a  Governor 
of  a  great  colony : — 

"  Were  I  as  much  inclin^  to  take  alarm  at  ab- 
surd rumours  and  newspaper  canards  as  he  seems 
to  be,  I  might  indeed  infoim  your  Lordship  that, 
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on  more  than  one  occasion,  Sir  G^rge  0rej  him- 
•elf  hae  been  reported  to  ha^e  indulged  in  dark 
and  nijeteriouB  hints  at  the  possibility  of  armed 
resistance  to  the  law  being  resorted  to  by  those 
who  are  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  the  proyinoes ; 
and  the  same  tone  has  been  more  frequently 
adopted  by  the  Evening  8iar,  a  paper  in  Auck- 
lana  wliich  strongly  supports  his  yieirs." 

Fancy  His  Excellency  the  Goyemor  sending  a 
despatch  such  as  that  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 
This  statement  is  backed  up  by  a  letter  from  Mr. 
J,   M.   BargayiUe.      Anybody  who  comes  from 
Auckland  knows  that,  if  there  be  one  man  in  the 
community  more  empty  and  more  full  of  non- 
sense and  yanity  than  aitother,  and  a  man  who 
does  not  stick  at  anything  be  says,  it  is  Mr.  J.  M. 
Bargayille.    He  is  a  man  who  actually  lost  the 
fair  chances  he  had  of  becoming  Superintendent 
of  Auckland  by  making   such  an  exhibition  of 
himself  as  to  cause  eren  the  reporters  for  the 
newspapers  to  lay  down  their  pencils  and  refuse 
to  report  him  on  account  of  the  indeoency  of  his 
remarks.    I  see  that  his  letter  is  addressed  to 
Oaptain  Maling,   and  I  am  surs  that  I  do  not 
enyy  Captain   Maling  his  friendship  with  this 
sentleman.    If  that  gentleman  is  to  be  the  source 
from  which  accosations  against  one  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  country  may  be  entertained  and  trans- 
mitted Home,  then  I  say  it  is  time  this  state  of 
things  were  ended.     He  wrote  a  priyate  letter  to 
Oaptain  Maliog,  which  was  to  be  shown  to  His 
Bxcelleney  the  GK>yemor  if  the  recipient  of  it 
thought  proper.      Captain  Maling  might  have 
known  that  Sir  G^rge  Grey  is  not  in  the  habit 
of  becoming  confidential  with  men  like  Mr.  J.  M. 
Dargayille.    As  far  as  the  police  force  of  Auck- 
land is  concerned,  Mimsters  themselyes  know  that 
Sir  George  Ghrey  was  not  desirous  of  haying  it 
tinder  his  control,  and  that  he  refused   to  take 
it  oyer  on  the  terms  on  which  it  was  ofibred 
to  him.    I  say  that  the  attempt  to  blacken  an 
opponent  for    political  purposes  —  the  Attempt 
thus  to  injure  the  leader  of  the  opposite  side — 
is  desoendmg  to  practices  which  an  Englishman 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of.    I  repeat,  that  this 
despatch  was  not  written  by  the  Goyemor.     I 
haye  no  doubt  that  His  Bxcelleney  simply  took 
the  letter  up  and  signed  it  because  his  Adyisers 
pat  it  before  him.    It  is  a  letter  which  reflects 
much  more  on  the  man  who  wrote  it  than  on  the 
man  who  is  the  subject  of  it.    It  was  sent  away 
to  London,  and  nolK)dy  knew  anything  about  it 
for  four  months.      If  the  people  of  tne  colony 
are  called  on  to  judge  between  Sir  George  Grey 
and  the  Premier  in  relation  to  this  matter,  all  I 
I  can  say  is,  that  the  people  will,  from  one  end  of 
the  colony  to  the  other,  uniyersally  condemn  the 
Premier.    Tlien,  Sir,  it  is  currently  stated  that 
Ifr.  Dargayille  was  connected  with  a  useful  force 
Ibr  the  pi eeei  ration  of   the  peace.    I  do  not 
know  whether  he  still  manifests  the  same  pro- 
idiyitiee,  and  does  a  little  of  the  informing  work 
in  relation  to  political  afflurs,  and  in  relation  to 
members  of  this  House ;  but,  if  it  be  so,  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  the  Goremor's  Aides-de-camp 
will  not  lend  their  ears  to  such  persons  as  these 
in  order  to  attain  or  be  made  the  receptacles  of 
inlbniiation  by  which  false  and  secret  charges 


may  be  made  before  the  Council  of  State  in 
England  against  well-known  political  men.  The 
whole  of  this  matter  reflects  rery  great  discredit 
upon  the  Ministry.  I  am  sorry  they  did  not 
make  a  frank  statement  in  relation  to  the  matter. 
The  Premier  should  haye  said,  "  We  belieyed  the 
statements  were  correct  at  the  time ;  bat  if  Sir 
George  Grey  sajs  they  are  not,  we  are  willing  to 
accept  his  statement  and  apologize."  Instead  of 
doing  that,  the  honorable  gentleman  attempted 
to  defend  it ;  but  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  can  well  affbrd  to  leaye  the  matter  to  the 
decision  of  the  people.  From  erery  part  of  the 
colony  the  writer  of  such  a  letter  will  be  con- 
demned. It  cannot  injure  Sir  G^rge  Grey,  who 
is  too  well  known  and  too  much  respected,  but 
it  will  not  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  Ministry. 
The  unfairness  of  such  an  attack  will  carry  its 
own  condemnation.  Sir  George  Grey  ought  to 
haye  had  an  opportunity  to  defend  himself  from 
a  «tab  in  the  dark,  a  blow  which  he  could  not  . 
parry. 

Mr.  BBID. — I  consider  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  was  fully  justified  in  bringing 
this  matter  before  the  House.  Haying  read  the 
despatch,  I  must  say  I  was  surprised  to  find  the 
signatuito  of  His  Excellency  the  Gorernor  ap- 
pended to  such  a  document.  I  cannot  indorse 
all  that  was  said  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Anckland  City  East  in  regard  to  the  letter,  of 
which  the  despatch  is  an  extension  or  a  criticism. 
I  cannot  say,  as  he  does,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  letter, — that  it  was  not  intended  to  leaye  the 
impression  that  the  Colonial  Goyernment  would 
use  the  Queen's  ships  in  forcing  abolition  on  the 
people  of  Auckland.  I  take  exception  to  that 
part  of  it  which  certifies  to  a  belief  in  the  ex- 
tract quoted.  It  expresses  a  probability  of  the 
request  being  made  to  the  Home  Goyernment, 
and  requests  it  to  interfere  to  preyent  it.  To 
that  extent,  the  action  taken  oy  the  Goyer- 
nor  was  justified;  but  nothing  else  justifies  this 
despatch.  Coming  from  so  high  a  personage,  I 
am  astonished  at  it ;  in  fact,  I  would  much  more 
readily  hare  belieyed  that  it  came  from  a  third- 
rate  clerk.  The  whole  tone  of  the  despatch  is 
such  that  it  cannot  be  described  by  any  terms 
which  would  ordinarily  apply  to  our  Stat^  de- 
spatches; and  I  regret  to  stand  iip  here  and 
so  speak  of  any  document  emanatii^  from  His 
Excellency  the  Gbyemor.  The  Ministry  state 
that  this  document  was  written  without  their 
knowledge,  but  that  it  meets  with  their  entire 
concurrence.  Of  course  we  are  bound  to  belieye 
this ;  but  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that,  if  I  can 
see  the  hand  of  any  one  in  it,  it  is  that  of  the  late 
Premier,  Sir  Julius  Yogel.  I  cannot  allow  this 
discussion  to  dose  without  expressing  my  deep 
ivgret  that  such  a  despatch  was  eyer  pennecu 
At  the  same  time,  I  deprecate  the  stron^^  expres- 
sions used  on  both  siaes  of  the  House  during 
these  discussions.  It  would  be  yery  much  better 
that  we  should  exclude  the  personalities,  the 
strong  terms  of  disapprobation  and  opprobrium, 
and  the  insinuations  of  motiyes  which  are  attri- 
buted to  each  other  in  the  course  of  debate.  I 
see  no  reason  why,  because  we  differ  politically^ 
wo  should  try  to  destroy  the  reputationi  and  fair 
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fame  of  our  opponents.  Surely  there  can  be  no 
advantage  in  that.  For  my  part,  when  I  hear  of 
charges  of  that  kind,  their  effect  is  to  repel  me 
from  those  who  make  them.  They  only  lead  to 
animosity  and  unfriendly  feeling.  As  to  the  sub- 
ject before  us,  I  can  only  repeat  that  this  is  a 
document  whieh  nothing  can  justify.  It  was  not 
penned  in  the  heat  of  a  debate ;  it  was  prepared 
with  deliberation ;  and  no  terms  that  could  be 
applied  to  portions  of  it  would  be  too  censorious. 
Mr.  LUSE. — I  have  no  desire  to  detain  the 
House  by  any  lengthy  remarks ;  but  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Province  of  Auckland,  and  as  one 
of  those  persons  incidentally  referred  to  in  the 
'despatch,  it  may  become  me  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  matters  of  fact  connected  with  the  subject. 
The  statements  in  this  despatch  are  mainly  accu- 
sations against  Sir  George  Grey,  in  which  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statements  maide  in  his  despatch 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  are  impugned. .  One 
of  these  statements — and  perhaps  the  worst  of 
the  whole — refers  to  the  possible  employment 
of  Her  Majesty's  forces  to  coerce  the  people  of 
this  colony.-  1  may  say,  Sir,  in  regard  to  that 
statement,  that  I  never  saw  any  reference  to  it  in 
the  public  prints  ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  must 
say  that  I  have  not  once  but  many  times  heard 
the  statement  made  by  persons  whom  I  know  to 
be  supporters  of  the  GoTemment.  Frequently, 
in  couTersations  I  have  had  in  Auckland,  these 
gentlemen  have  said,  "  It  is  no  use  resisting  the 
powers  that  be,  because  they  are  backed  up  by 
the  men-of-war,  which  will  be  sent  to  Auckland 
should  the  necessity  arise,  and  you  will  then  see 
what  your  position  will  be."  That  statement  has 
been  made  to  me  many  times ;  and  I  can  only  say 
that,  if  the  people  did  not  see  in  the  newspapers 
what  Sir  George  Grey  saw,  thousands  of  them 
bare  heard  the  statement  made  in  public.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  an  extraordinary  thing  that 
a  matter  of  fi^t  so  notorious  shoidd  have  been 
unknown  to  the  Gk>vemment — so  completely 
unknown  to  them  that  they  could  honestly  cast 
a  doubt  upon  the  statement  haying  been  made 
at  all.  With  regard  to  the  letter  upon  which 
Ibis  extraordinary  despatch  is  founded,  I  may 
say  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  ProTincial  Coun- 
cil of  Auckland  when  the  resolutions  referred  to 
were  passed  :  in  fact,  I  stand  in  rather  a  peculiar 
position  in  reffard  to  those  resolutions,  beoiuse,  if 
th'e^  were  omy  rescinded  on  the  next  day  by  a 
majori^  of  one,  at  the  instigation  of  Sir  George 
G-rey,  I  must  be  that  one  referred  to.  I  was 
the  person,  I  believe,  whose  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject was  longest  in  doubt  in  the  minds  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Provincial  Ck>uncil,  and  I  was  the  last 
to  say  anything  on  the  subject  when  the  matter 
was  under  discussion  in  the  Council.  I  then 
franklj  and  plainly  stated  my  opinion,  and  up  to 
that  time  I  had  never  held  any  conversation  with 
Sir  Georffe  Ghrey  from  the  time  he  assumed  the 
office  of  Superintendent  of  the  province.  Neither 
directly  nor  indirectly  was  I  instigated  by  Sir 
George  Gkreyto  take  any  particular  action  in  this 
matter ;  and  I  therefore  deliberately  say  that  that 
statement  is  wholly  unfounded,  and,  being  un- 
founded and  calculated  to  mislead,  it  is  an  ex- 
tr^ordinafj  thing  that  the  person  in  the  highest 


position  of  authority  in  the  colony  should  com- 
municate it  to  the  Home  authorities.  I  hare  no 
desire  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  authorship 
of  this  document.  I  honestly  believe  that  it 
emanated  from  some  person  very  inferior  to  the 
gentleman  whose  signature  it  bears.  All  the  in- 
ternal evidence  bears  that  out.  A  few  words 
may,  however,  be  said  as  to  the  spirit  of 
the  document  —  a  point  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  during  the  debate.  It  has  been  said, 
or,  rather,  the  Premier  hinted,  that  it  was  a 
perfectly  £^ir  reprisal  on  the  part  of  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  to  send  Home  a  document  of  this  sort  and 
conceal  all  knowledge  of  the  £b^,  because  Sir 
George  Grey  had  sent  H6me  a  document  to  tho 
Secretary  of  State  and  did  not  give  the  Governor 
time  to  reply  to  it  by  the  same  mail.  But  does  it 
not  occur  to  honorable,  members  that  the  position 
of  the  parties  is  entirely  different — that  Sir  Gheorge 
G-rey  was  not  acting  as  the  accuser  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  New  Zealand,  but  was  making  an  appeal 
to  the  Home  Government  on  behalf  of  the  people 
of  Auckland  ?  It  was  t9  calm  the  feeling^  of  the 
people  of  Auckland,  to  prerent  their  being  a^- 
tat^  by  statements  which  he  did  not  for  an  in- 
stant say  had  emanated  from  the  Government ; 
and  was  it  to  be  said,  because  that  document  did 
not  reach  the  Governor  in  time  to  reply  to  it  be- 
fore the  despatch  of  the  mail,  that  it  is  a  parallel 
case  to  forwarding  a  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  June,  and  for  four  months  to  allow  this 
gross  and  most  serious  charge  to  be  concealed 
from  the  person  whose  character  had  been  ma- 
ligned ?  There  is  no  parallel  whateyer ;  and  it  ia 
astonishing  to  me  that  any  one  occupying  the 
high  position  of  Premier  of  this  colony  shoidd  be 
guilty  of  talking  anything  so  much  like  nonsense. 
I  regret  exceedingly  that  this  document  was  ever 
penned,  but  I  do  not  regret  that  it  has  come 
under  the  consideration  of  this  House,  because  I 
think  that  yery  sreat  good  ought  to  result  from 
its  having  been  aiscussed.  I  do  not  say  this  be- 
cause I  think  the  character  of  Sir  G«orge  Ghrey  - 
requires  any  vindication  at  our  hands — I  do  not 
say  this  because  I  think  for  one  instant  that  any 
slanders  that  may  be  brought  against  him  by  the 
pen  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Dargaville  can  possibly  have 
any  effect  in  injuring  his  fair  fame.  But  there 
are  other  honorable  members,  whose  characters 
are  not  so  established  and  so  widely  known  as 
that  of  Sir  George  Ghrey,  who  may  be  affeeted  by 
this — by  the  very  same  course  as  has  been  pur- 
sued in  this  case  ;  and  it  may  be  a  matter  of  very 
great  moment  to  the  characters  of  members  of  the 
Legislature  that  a  protest,  and  a  very  strong 
protest,  should  be  entered  at  once  upon  its  being 
known  to  this  House  that  such  things  have  been 
done,  and  that  we  should  adopt  means  for  the 
vindication  of  our  characters,  which  have  been 
assailed,  and  protect  ourselves  and  those  who  fol- 
low afUr  us  here  in  this  House  ftom  being  ex- 
posed to  underhand  insinuations,  and  to  calum- 
nies against  our  characters  which  we  are  allowed 
no  opportunity  to  reply  to. 

Mr.  HUNTEB.— Sir,  this  discussion,  which  has 
lasted  a  long  time,  appears  to  me  to  be  confined 
very  much  to  two  points — ^first,  to  serious  accusa- 
tions against  His  Excellency  the  Gbvemor ;  and 
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secondly,  to  the  irindication  of  tbe  conduct  of  an 
ex-GoYeraor  of  the  colony,  Sir  George  Q-rej,  the 
member  for  the  Thames.  Now,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  people  of  New  Zealand  require  to  be 
Tindioated  against  the  Tery  strong  and  uncalled- 
for  accusations  which  have  been  hurled  acainst 
them.  No  honorable  gentleman  in  this  House 
knows  better  tha^  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  as  he  has  lived  so  long  in  this  colony, 
that  there  ia  nothing  whatever  to  justify  in  the 
slightest  degree  that  honorable  gentleman  having 
any  reason  to  believe  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
colony  would  rise  and  rebel  against  Her  Majesty's 
authority.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  past  history  of  this  colony,  and 
he  knows,  and  has  himself  borne  testimony  to,  the 
good  conduct,  loyalty,  and  devotion  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 
There  is  nothing  whatever  to  justify  the  accusa- 
tions which  were  brought  against  the  people 
of  this  colony ;  which  acousations  were  the 
foundation  and  first  origin  of  this  correspondence 
which  we  have  been  discussing.  It  is  all  veiy 
well  to  talk  about  disturbances  being  imminent. 
I  say  that  the  honorable  gentleman  must  have 
known — and  I  believe  he  did  know,  if  he  will  do 
justice  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony — that 
■ueh  an  idea  never  would  have  entered  into  their 
minds,  and  never  would  have  been  carried  out  by 
them  in  any  shu>e  or  form.  But,  Sir,  I  was 
rather  suiprised  during  this  discussion  to  find 
that  no  reference  whatever  was  made  to  a  very 
recent  expression  of  the  same  view  on  the  part  of 
tlie  honorable  gentleman.  I  find,  on  the  7th  of 
October  of  this  very  year.  Sir  Gborge  Grey,  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Province  of  Auckland, 
■ends  a  telegram  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies.  I  have  not  heard  it  contradicted.  It 
appears  in  a  newspaper  published  in  this  city, 
and  I  am  entitled  to  assume  that  it  is  correct. 
In  this  telegram  he  says,  "Disturbances  immi-. 
nent.  Some  threaten  employment  Queen's  ships." 
Now,  where  is  the  evidence  to  justify  any  rea- 
sonable man  of  common  sense  and  intelligence 
in  using  such  words  as  "disturbances  immi- 
nent "?  I  say  that  there  is  nothing  to  justify 
the  most  ordinary  member  of  this  House  in  using 
sooh  an  expression  as  that,  much  less  a  |^ntle- 
man  possessed  of  the  knowledge,  intelligence, 
and  experienoe  of  that  hononwle  gentleman. 
There  htm  been  nothing  brought  fonwd  in  the 
debates  of  this  House,  there  was  nothing  that 
oooumd  throughout  the  country,  there  was 
nothing  that  appeared  in  the  telegrams  published 
in  the  different  parts  of  the  colony  —  nothing 
to  justify  such  a  declaration  as  this.  We  have 
heard  much  loud  talking  about  this,  that,  and 
the  other  thing  about  to  be  done  on  the  part 
of  gentlemen  holding  Her  Majesty's  Commission 
as  Justices  of  the  Peace ;  but  we  know,  and  that 
honorable  gentleman  knows,  how  entirely  such 
stories  are  without  foundation.  The  people  of 
New  Zealand  have  always  been  and  will  always 
be  loyal  and  well  disposed,  and  there  is  nothing 
that  will  ever  induce  me  to  form  such  a  low 
opinion  of  them  as  to  suppose  that  they  would 
plaoe  themselves  in  such  a  position  as  to  render 
it  necessary  to  threaten  to  employ  the  Queen's 


ships  against  them.  Now,  we  are  asked  to  be- 
lieve that  statement  in  the  cit^  of  Wellington. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  is  resident  here; 
the  Ministry  are  here ;  the  Parliament  is  in  ses- 
sion ;  and  I  apprehend  that  if  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  entertained  any  such 
opinion  atf"  this,  that  the  Ministry  were  threaten- 
ing to  employ  the  Queen's  ships,  it  would  have 
been  easy  for  him  to  have  put  a  question  direct 
on  the  subject.  I  apprehend  that  Her  Majestv's 
ships  can  only  be  employed,  as  is  pointed  out  in  this 
despatch  which  has  been  so  severely  commented 
upon,  through  the  instrumentality  of  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  and  His  Excellency  woiUd 
only  act  on  and  by  the  advice  of  his  Responsible 
Advisers.  I  have  before  pointed  out  in  this 
House  that  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
has  over  and  over  again  endeavoured  to  sap  the 
very  principle  of  responsible  government,  which 
was  granted  to  this  colony  on  clear,  distinct,  and 
specific  grounds.  We  undertook  the  management 
of  our  own  aflhirs  j  the  honorable  member  knows 
very  well  that  this  was  determined  at  the  time 
Her  Majesty's  troops  were  all  withdrawn  from 
this  colony.  Under  these  circumstances,  so  long 
as  the  gentlemen  occupying  those  benches  possess 
the  confidence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  they  are  responsible  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  GK>vemor  and  to  the  Parliament  of 
New  Zealand  now  assembled.  If  the  statements 
of  the  honorable  niember  for  the  Thames  can 
be  borne  out  b^  facts,  it  was  clearly  his  duty,  as  a 
representative  in  Parliament,  and  as  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Province  of  Auckland,  to  have 
brought  the  matter  before  the  Assembly.  I  say 
this,  with  all  respect  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man: that  his  assertion  as  to  threats  having 
been  used  by  the  people  is  altogether  without 
foundation^tbat  it  ought  to  be  scattered  to  the 
winds  as  a  thing  not  deserving  of  one  mo- 
ment's consideration.  It  is  difficult,  in  speak- 
ing of  this  matter,  to  characterise  it  in  language 
which  would  be  considered  parliamentary.  Then 
this  statement  in  the  honorable  member's  tele- 
gram is  followed  up  by  these  words :  "  I  earnestly 
pray  telegraph  to  prevent  disturbances.  Aboli- 
lition  Act  should  be  disallowed  if  Provincial 
Legislatures  not  consulted."  What  does  that 
mean  F  What  is  the  practical  meaning  of  those 
words  F  It  is  that  the  Government  of  England, 
or  rather  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
is  to  exercise  his  power  of  interfering — that  he  is 
to  interfere  with  the  representatives  of  the  people 
governing  this  colony.  It  means  neither  more 
nor  less  than  this,  let  us  disguise  it  in  whatever 
language  we  may.  We  may  attempt  to  mystify 
woras,  but  the  common-sense  meaning  of  that 
is  this:  that  practically  a  foreign  Power  is  to 
exercise  control  in  governing  this  colony.  Some 
gentleman  says  "  No."  He  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  following  me;  but  I  fancy  he  will 
find  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  disprove  the 
assertion  which  I  have  made,  that  it  is  a  direct 
attempt  to  interfere  with  that  which  has  been 
decided  on  by  the  m^ority  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people.  The  words  used  in  the  honorable 
gentleman  s  telegram  are,  "  I  earnestly  pray  tele- 
graph to  prevent  disturbances."  The  position  of  the 


802 


Abolition^ 


[HOTJSB.] 


Abolition. 


[Oct.  18 


matter  I  apprehend  to  be  this :  It  is  a  topic  vhioh 
I  have  not  touched  upon  once  during  thu  session, 
but  many  members  are  a?rare  of  the  position  I 
took  up  last  session.  I  was  one  of  those  who 
voted  and  did  all  I  could  at  that  time  to  present 
abolition  of  the  provinces.  I  did  not  take  the 
▼iew  that  abolition  would  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  colony.  I  took  up  that  position,  and  Toted 
against  the  passing  of  the  Abolition  of  Proyinces 
Act.  I  stated  most  distinctly  and  positiyely  that  I 
regarded  it  as  a  matter  which  should  be  referred 
to  tlie  arbitration  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand, 
that  the  next  general  election  would  determine 
the  question,  and  that  I  should  feel  myself  bound 
loyally  to  carry  out  that  which  was  proved  to  be 
the  opinion  of  the  large  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  colony.  The  point  was  fairly  raised.  It  was 
put  to  the  people  of  this  colony,  and  they  re- 
turned a  direct  verdict,  and  that  was  that  these 
institutions  should  be  abolished  and  some  other 
form  of  government  substituted  in  their  stead. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  do  my  small  share  faith- 
fully and  Joyally.  What  is  the  position  taken  up 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  ?  His 
desire  is  that  a  foreign  Power  shall  come  and 
interpose  to  prevent  effect  being  given  to  that 
which  was  the  express  wish  of  the  people  of  this 
oolony.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  over  and  over  again 
expressing  his  opinions  on  this  subject  in  this 
House,  and  if  he  believed  that  he  possessed  the 
oonfidenoe  of  the  majority  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  he  should,  as  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, on  the  first  or  second  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, have  come  down  with  a  distinct  want-of- 
oonfidenoe  motion.  If  he  had  done  that  the 
question  would  have  been  settled  at  once.  If, 
as  he  says,  the  majority  of  the  people  are  in 
£ftvour  of  his  view  of  the  question,  then  the  state 
of  things  would  have  been  reversed,  and  the 
Opposition  would  have  occupied  the  position  of 
the  Gk>vemment.  He  knows  that  the  opinion  of 
the  country  and  of  this  House  is  against  the  view 
taken  by  the  Opposition.  That  would  have  been 
a  direct  and  fair  issue  to  put,  and  it  would  have 
brought  the  matter  fairly  before  the  country.  I 
hold  that  full  power  is  conferred  upon  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  oolony  to  govern  themselves.  We 
have  the  right,  under  the  laws  existing  here,  to 
amend  our  own  Constitution.  It  is  a  perfectly 
fiur  inference  to  assume  that  the  matter  has  been 
oonsidered  by  the  ablest  legal  authorities  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  it  has  been  held  that  we  had  the 
power  to  pass  this  Act,  otherwise  it  would  have 
been  disallowed.  Sir  0eorge  Ghpey  then  says,  in 
bii  telesram,  ''Abolition  Act  should  be  disallowed 
if  Provincial  Legislatures  not  consulted."  The 
honorable  member  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  it 
was  impossible  to  consult  the  Provincial  Legisla- 
tures. This  Parliament  passed  an  Act  prohibiting 
them  from  meeting  again.  It  was  impossible  they 
oould  meet  as  members  of  a  Provincial  Council  to 
give  their  opinion  in  their  small  parliament.  It 
would  have  been  a  direct  violation  of  the  law. 
Something  has  been  said  about  the  delay  in  send- 
ing the  letter  by  the  honorable  member  for  the 
4!haQes  to  the  Qovemor— that  Sir  G-eorge  G-rey's 
letter  reaohed  the  Secretary  of  State  by  one  mail 


and  that  of  His  Excellency  by  the  next  mail. 
It  was  unfortunate  that  accutetions  against  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  and  the  letter  of  the  Gh>- 
vernor  referring  to  tliem  had  not  gone  together, 
and  it  would  have  been  better  if  Sir  George  Grey 
had  delayed  sending  for  a  month  his  letter  abusing 
the  Goremor  and  people  of  this  oolony,  so  that 
it  should  not  have  gone  without  a  contrary  state- 
ment. Under  similar  circumstances,  if  I  had  been 
unable  to  send  a  letter  bringing  such  accusations, 
I  should  have  thought  I  should  hare  been  wise  to 
have  delayed  forwarding  it  until  the  comments  on 
it  should  have  gone  with  it.  That  is  the  view  I 
should  have  taken  of  the  matter.  Something  waa 
said  about  submitting  the  GK>vemor'B  despatches 
to  Sir  George  Grey,  but  I  do  not  think  it  baa 
been  the  practice  to  do  so.  Beferenoe  was  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  to  the 
correspondent  of  the  Timet,  and  a  charge  was 
made  against  a  gentleman  who  is  not  a  member 
of  this  House.  I  take  occasion  to  say  that  that 
journal  is,  of  all  others,  careful  in  the  selection 
of  its  correspondents,  and  as  a  role  it  gires  circu- 
lation to  nothing  which  there  is  not  &ir  reason 
to  suppose  was  correct.  During  the  discusaion,  a 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  population  of 
the  different  provinces,  and  the  proportion  in 
ftvour  of  and  against  the  proposed  constitutional 
changes ;  and  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  make 
an  estimate  of  this  matter.  According  to  the  last 
census  the  population  of  the  colony  was  376,966 
souls.  My  estimate  will  go,  of  course,  for  what 
it  is  worth,  but  the  following  is  to  my  mind  the 
proportion  of  those  in  favour  of  the  continuance 
of  the  old  state  of  things  and  those  opposed  to  it. 
I  find  that  the  Province  of  Auckland  contains 
79,000  people,  and  from  what  I  hare  seen  in  this 
House,  and  what  I  have  learned,  I  deny  that  there 
is  unanimous  feeling  in  that  province,  as  has  been 
represented  here.  The  return  of  members  to  this 
'House  shows  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  province  were  in  farour  of  a 
change  in  the  Constitution.  I  estimate  that  in 
Auckland  probably  one-half  were  in  favour  of 
abolition;  m  Taranaki,  five-sixths;  in  Welling- 
ton, three-fourths ;  Hawke's  Bay  and  Man- 
borough  were  pretty  unanimously  in  favour  of 
abolition ;  Nelson  had  five-sixths  in  favour  of  it; 
the  same  with  WesUand.  As  to  Canterbury,  1 
feel  some  hesitation,  but  I  assume  that  ttSrie- 
fourths  are  in  fsvour  of  a  change ;  and  in  Otago, 
where  I  know  the  feeling  in  favour  of  Provincial- 
ism is  very  much  stronger  than  in  other  places,  I 
take  only  one-fourth  as  in  favour  of  aDofition. 
That  gives  160,000  out  of  876,000  as  in  favour  of 
the  old  state  of  things,  or  rather  less  than  one-half 
of  the  population  of  the  country.  One  very  im* 
portant  point  seems  to  me  to  have  been  lost  sight 
of.  It  is  this  :  Although  the  Auckland  and  Otago 
members  may  represent  a  very  large  majority  of 
the  constituencies,  an  immense  number  of  people, 
forming  the  minoritv,  are  not  represented.  We 
have  a  very  clear  and  convincing  proof  of  that  in 
the  case  of  the  late  member  for  Banedin  City, 
Mr.  Beynolds,  who  Iras  rejected  by  his  old  con- 
stituents and  was  elected  for  Port  Chalmers; 
therefore  it  was  quite  dear  that  there  waa  a 
different  feeling  in  two  districts  veiy  doee  to 
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Moh  other.  At  tbe  Thames  election  there  was 
an  instance  of  a  double  return:  Sir  Q-eorge 
Qrey  was  returned  both  for  the  Thames  and 
AacUand  Citj  West.  We  have  seen  Tery  clearlj 
that  the  honomble  member  for  the  Thames,  Mr. 
Bowe,  and  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
Sir  Gteorge  G-rer,  differ  in  their  views ;  and  I  be- 
liere  it  was  thought  that  if  Sir  Cborge  Qtrej 
did  not  elect  to  sit  for  the  Thames,  a  member 
would  have  been  returned  for  that  district  who 
entertained  Tiews  similar  to  those  of  Mr.  Bowe. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— A  question  of  money. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Newton  says  that  it  is  a  question  of  iboney.  No 
doubt  money  is  a  jerj  important  element,  and 
can  do  a  great  deal ;  but  I  do  not  think  money 
would  buy  two-thirds  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land. I  have  not  such  a  poor  opinion  of  them  as 
that.  They  hare  no  right  whateyer  to  be  charged 
with  Buoh  hn  aocnsation.  If  I  understand  the 
argument  of  the  honorable  member  for  Newton, 
it  is  this:  that  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  having  the  larger  command  of  money, 
was  able  to  return  himself  for  the  Thames  in 
opposition  to  poorer  men.  That  is  the  inference 
I  draw — ^that  the  Thames  constituency  is  to  be 
bousht  just  like  the  rotten  boroaghs  at  Home 
used  to  be.  The  honorable  member  for  Newton 
•ays  "  No  i"  but  I  can  only  draw  my  own  infer- 
enoe,  for  he  stated  it  was  a  question  of  money. 
Sir,  the  honorable  member  for  Newton  is  inter- 
rupting me. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Newton  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— I  am  entitled  to  draw  that 
inference.  I  hope  I  have  not  transgressed  the 
rules  of  the  House  in  any  way,  for  I  always  try 
to  keep  in  order.  The  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  conyeyed  the  impression  that  the  Thames 
was  a  constituency  that  could  be  bought,  and 
therefore  Sir  George  Grey  had  a  better  chance 
than  any  other  man.  If  tbe  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Newton  objects  to  that  conclusion,  he  will 
be  able  to  reply  to  my  remarks.  I  should  not 
liave  said  one  word  upon  thb  subject,  had  I  not 
thought  that  the  people  of  New  Zealand  were  not 
being  fairly  treated  throughout  this  difcussion. 
They  hare  been  maligned ;  accusations  have  been 
hurled  against  them ;  and  I,  as  an  old  resident 
of  the  country — one  who  has  lived  in  it  from  its 
earliest  days — say  that  neither  directly  nor  in- 
directly is  there  sny  warrant  for  the  assumption 
that  they  will  not  readily  obey  the  laws  of  this 
country,  and  render  proper  obedience  to  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  Queen. 

Mr.  SW ANSON.  — The  honorable  member 
turned  that  remark  of  mine  from  its  true  mean- 
ing. What  I  meant  by  "  a  question  of  money  " 
was  perfectly  evident  to  any  one.  You  cannot 
buy  a  constituency  like  the  Thames.  Those 
little  arrangements  in  Hawke's  Bay  and  Taianaki 
can  be  bought,  because,  if  you  only  purchase  150 
or  so,  you  have  all  the  rest  in  your  pocket ;  but 
you  cannot  buy  thousands ;  it  takes  a  pretty  long 
pur»e  to  do  that.  In  standing  for  a  large  con- 
stituency like  the  Thames,  a  man  cannot  adver- 
tise and  canvass  the  district  without  going  to  a 


very  large  expense.  We  were  not  at  all  afraid  of 
the  result  of  a  contest.  I  defy  any  one  to  stand 
for  that  district  without  going  to  great  expense, 
even  if  he  never  gives  away  a  glass  of  beer.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  says,  "Oh, 
oh."  Well,  there  was  an  immense  amount  of 
beer  used  in  Wellington  upon  a  late  occasion.  A 
great  many  expenses  must  be  incurred  in  con- 
testing u  constituency  like  the  Thames ;  but  in 
Auckland  Oity  West  it  is  very  different :  there  is 
comparatively  very  little  expense  in  the  city. 
We  took  the  contest  for  the  Auckland  Oity  West 
seat;  and  I  fully  expected  that  this  ffentleman 
we  have  heard  so  much  about  to-day,  Mr.  Barga- 
ville,  would  have  come  out,  for  he  contested  the 
seat  once  or  twice  before.  We  fully  expected  to 
see  that  great  champion  of  Oentralism  stand. 
Sir,  I  do  not  think  tne  Thames  can  be  bought. 
If  any  one  is  going  to  tiy  to  buy  a  constituency, 
I  would  say.  Do  not  go  to  the  Thames.  I  will 
allude  to  one  matter  which  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  have  been  referred  to.  It  is  this  :  In  his 
despatch  the  Governor  says, — 

"  As,  however.  Sir  George  G-rey  has  seen  fit  to 
make  this  formal  complaint  to  your  Lordship,  I 
now  distinctly  charge  him  with  being  himself 
the  first  to  give  currency  to  a  report  similar  to 
the  one  he  has  brought  under  your  Lordship's 
notice." 

It  was  really  too  much  for  the  Governor  to  say 
that.  What  evidence  had  the  Gk>vemor  to  show 
that  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  DargaviUe  was 
true?  It  might  have  been  as  false  as  possible,  and 
without  a  shadow  or  vestige  of  foundation  or  any 
justification.  That  letter  ought  to  have  been 
seen  by  Sir  George  Grey  before  it  Was  sent  Home, 
so  that  he  might  make  any  remarks  he  wished 
about  the  matter.  If  Mr.  Dargaville  is  to  be  a 
sort  of  a  private  detective,  there  ought  to  have 
been  other  inquiries  to  see  if  any  one  else  had 
heard  of  it.  Mr.  Dargaville  says  he  heard  it  in 
the  Provincial  Oouncil.  Well,  I  am  quite  as  con- 
stant an  attendant  at  the  Provincial  Council  as  he 
is,  and  quite  as  well  known,  and  I  never  heard 
one  word  of  if.  The  Gt>vemor  sends  Home  a 
statement  as  a  matter  of  fact  of  what  he  says  took 
place  in  the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland ;  but 
I  say  it  is  contrary  to  the  fact.  Nothing  of  the 
sort  took  place.  The  inference  to  be  drawn  from 
this  letter  is  that  thir  matter  was  brought  up  in 
the  Auckland  Provincial  Oouncil  at  the  instance 
of  Sir  G^rge  Grey.  Then  as.  to  the  motion 
passed  by  tbe  Provincial  Council  in  favour  of  abo- 
lition. It  was  proposed,  I  believe,  bv  Mr.  Bag- 
nail,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  BucUana.  All  the 
supporters  of^the  motion  had  been  carefully 
whipped  up.  'However,  there  was  no  debate. 
Mr.  Sheehan  had  just  stepped  ashore,  and,  see- 
ing the  motion  on  the  Order  Paper,  was  writing 
an  amendment,  when  the  motion  was  put  I  in- 
stantly appealed  to  Mr.  O'Rorke,  who  is  Speaker 
of  the  Provincial  Council,  but  he  ruled  that  the 
matter  could  not  be  re-opened  ;  he  had  asked  if 
any  honorable  member  wished  to  speak,  and  no 
one  had  risen  to  do  so.  It  passed  by  a  fluke. 
The  Provincial  Executive  were  sitting  on  their 
benches,  and  there  was  no  communication  with 
Sir  George  Grey.    If  Ministers  have  made  the 
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Home  Q-oTemment  belieye  it  was  otherwise,  I 
nj  it  is  an  utter  delusion,  utterly  untrue. 

The  hour  of  half-past  flye  o'clock  haring  arrived, 
Mr.  Spbaxeb  left  the  chair. 

HOTTSB  BB81TXED. 

Mr.  Spbakkb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seyen  o'clock. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MAIL  SERVICE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— Sir,  I  beg  to  move,  That 
it  is  expedient  that  the  existing  San  Francisco 
Mail  Contract  be  modified  as  follows : — (1.)  That 
the  service  be  direct  from  San  Francisco  to  Syd- 
ney, calling  at  Honolulu  and  at  Auckland.  (2.) 
That  the  coasted  service  be  performed  by  the 
Company  by  ten-knot  boat«,  to  be  approved  of 
by  the  Government.  (3.)  That  the  share  of 
New  Zealand's  contribution  to  the  subsidy  be 
reduced  by  £7,500  at  the  least.  The  House  is 
already  aware  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  a  Committee  was  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquiring  into  this  Califomian  Service 
especially  with  a  view  of  having  some  modifica- 
tion made  in  it.  The  Committee  have  reported, 
and  their  report  has  remained  over  for  considera- 
tion for  some  time.  The  reason  for  the  delay  has 
been  that  correspondence  has  been  going  on  with 
the  New  South  Wales  Go? emment  and  the  con- 
tractors, with  a  view  to  ascertain  how  far  any 
modification  would  be  agreed  to  on  the  part  of 
that  Ghovemment  and  the  contractors.  The 
matter  has  now  reached  this  point :  that  they  are' 
pressing  for  the  consideration  by  this  House  as  to 
whether  or  not  ^he  terms  proposed  by  the  New 
South  Wales  Government,  or  the  terms  proposed 
by  the  contractors,  or  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
Select  Committee,  with  a  slight  modification,  shall 
be  accepted  by  this  House.  The  House  is  aware 
that  the  contract  was  made  in  July,  1875,  and  it 
was  to  begin  in  the  November  following.  The 
contract  was  very  carefully  drawn,  with  all  the 
usual  conditions  and  stipulations  for  due  per- 
formance. It  was  for  eight  years.  Next  month 
it  will  have  run  for  one  year.  I  need  not  describe 
the  terms  of  the  contract ;  it  has  been  for  some 
time  before  the  House,  and  is  well  known  to 
honorable  members.  One  important  stipulation 
in  the  contract  which  will  be  a  subject  for  our 
consideration  is  that,  in  the  event  of  the  contrac- 
tors not  performing  their  contract,  they  are  to  pay 
a  penalty  of  £25,000.  That  £25.000,  assuming 
it  to  be  obtained,  would  be  divided  equally  by 
New  South  Wales  and  New  Zealand.  Of  course, 
at  the  commencement  of  all  services  of  this  kind 
very  considerable  difficulties  arise  from  time  to 
time,  and  no  doubt  this  service  has  had  its  diffi- 
culties like  other  8er?ioes.  At  present,  however, 
it  seems  to  be  very  firmly  established,  and  the 
time  kept  by  the  mail  steamers  has  been  very 
accurate.  In  point  of  fact,  the  mails  have  oc- 
casionally been  delivered  before  their  time,  and 
we  can  see  that  we  have  a  service  regularly  per- 
formed by  steamers  of  a  first-class  description, 
both  as  regards  steaming  power  and  accommoda- 
tion for  passengers.  The  position  now  is  this : 
that  the  Company  require  a  modification.    They 


declare  that  the  service  as  it  is  at  present  carried 
out  causes  them  the  loss  of  large  sums  of  money, 
and  they  attribute  that  to  the  coastal  service. 
They  require  that  that  service  should  be  given 
up,  not  only  on  account  of  the  inoonvenienoe  and 
loss  of  money,  but  because  they  consider  that 
these  large  steamers  going  along  the  coast  cause 
a  risk  which  might  entail  a  loss  upon  them 
equal  to  a  whole  year's  subsidy.  These  ships  are 
valued  at  from  £180,000  to  £200,000  each,  and 
are  insured  for  £100,000,  so  that,  if  one  of  them 
should  be  wrecked,  it  would  cause  a  very  heary 
loss  to  the  Company.  I  now  come  to  the  question 
of  those  proposals  which  ha? e  been  made  by  the 
Company.  They  are  these :  that  the  subsidy, 
instead  of  being  £90,000  a  year,  should  be  re- 
duced to  £80,000 ;  that  the  number  of  services 
should  be  reduced  to  twelve  services  a  year,  and 
that  the  coastal  service  by  the  large  steamers 
should  be  given  up.  That  proposition  was  sub- 
mitted, or  very  nearly  that  proposition  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee;  but  the  Committee 
considered  it  was  not  a  proposal  which  would 
be  accepted.  The  Government  came  to  the 
same  conclusion,  and  I  presume  the  House  will  do 
so  too.  I  apprehend,  therefore,  that  that  may 
be  placed  out  of  consideration  altogether.  The 
Sydney  Government  have  propos^  that  the 
coastal  services  should  be  siren  up;  that  the 
mail  steamers  should  not  caU  at  Fiji,  and  should 
call  only  at  Honolulu  and  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
In  the  alternative  services  first  proposed,  there 
was  one  known  as  No.  XI,  in  which  it  was 
proposed  that  the  steamers  should  call  at  Auck- 
land; that  there  should  be  thirteen  services  in 
the  year ;  and  that  the  coastal  service  should  be 
done  by  small  vessels,  the  large  steamers  going 
on  to  Sydney.  That  proposition  is  very  nearly 
the  one  now  made  by  the  Government,  and  con- 
tained in  tlie  motion  I  am  about  to  move.  The 
House  is  now  in  possession  of  three  different  pro- 
positions— the  proposition  of  the  Company,  the 
proposition  of  the  Sydney  Gk>vemment,  and  the 
proposition  of  the  New  2^1and  Government. 
What  I  desire  to-night  is,  that  this  Assembly 
shotdd  come  to  a  conclusion  whether  they  will 
accept  any  one  of  these  proposals.  The  propo- 
sition this  Gt>vernment  makes,  and  which  appears 
on  the  Order  Paper,  would  reduce  the  subsidy  of 
New  Zealand  to  £37,500  a  year.  That  is  the 
proposition,  that  £7,500  should  be  taken  off  the 
New  Zealand  subsidy — in  other  words,  that  the 
subsidy  to  the  Company  should  be  £75,000. 
That  was  the  proposition  originally  made  by  the 
Company  for  this  very  service,  when  they  sent  in 
their  tender.  If  honorable  members  will  refer  to 
some  papers  laid  before  them  in  an  early  part  of 
the  session,  they  will  find  a  comparative  state- 
ment of  the  cost  of  the  services  by  way  of  Sues 
and  San  Francisco.  The  House  will  understand 
that  not  only  the  service  by  way  of  San  Francisco 
but  also  the  service  by  way  of  Sues  is  subsidized. 
On  a  reference  to  the  papers  beforo  them,  honor- 
able members  will  see  the  precise  position  in 
which  these  services  stand.  The  statement  is  as 
follows,  and  is  based  upon  the  correspondence 
exchanged  between  the  United  Kingdom,  Ac., 
and  New  Zealand  during  the  year  1875 : — 
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Dr. 


Sjlst  Frakcisoo  Sbetics. 


Sabmdj  to  Paoifle  Hail  Compasj 

InterproTiaoUI  Services 

Mail  Agents       

Or. 

Poctagaa  from  London  Post  Offloe 

Postages  oolleoted  in  New  Zealand 

BeooTerias  from  non-oontracting  Colonies 


Net  cost 


-48,000 


10,600 
11,232 
1,600 


•  23,332 


£24,668 


-14,000 


SUXZ  SlBYICB. 

Br.  £ 

Payments  to  Tietoria 8,400 

Intercolonial  Ssrrioe 6,000 

Oratnities,  Ac 610 

Or. 

Postages  from  London  Post  OfSce 3,711 

Postages  oolleoted  in  New  Zealand 3,680 

7,391 

Net  cost "£6.609 

In  the  erent  of  the  colony  deciding  to  abandon 
the  San  Franctaoo  Service  and  to  relj  solely  on 
the  Galle  Serrioe,  our  payments  and  receipte 
would  be, — 

Dr.  £       £ 

Payments  to  Tietoria 34,119 

Intercolonial   Serrioe  (Melbourne,    Bla£^ 

and  Wellington)    ...  6,000 

Interoolonial  Serrioe  (Sydney  and  Auck- 
land)          ...        .  .        3,000 

InterproTinoial  Serrices        2,000 

Maa  Agents       1,000 


Cr. 
Postages  frotti  London  Post  Office  ., 
Postagea  oolleoted  in  New  Zealand .. 


•46,119 


,  14,311 
,  14,912 


29,223 

Net  cost ^^'?^ 

Aasunung,  merely  for  comparatire  purposes, 
that  this  colony  forwarded  and  receivea  the 
whole  of  its  mails  by  the  San  Francisco  Service, 
the  result  would  work  out  thus : — 

Dr.  £       £ 

Subsidy  to  Pacific  Mail  Company 46,000 

Interprorineial  Serrioes         2,000 

MailAgento       1,000 

Cr. 

Postagea  from  London  Post  Office 14,311 

Postages  oolleoted  in  New  Zealand 14, 912 

ftom  non-contracting  Colonies       2,000 


•  48,000 


•  81,223 

Net  cost £16,777 

If  the  present  proposal  were  adopted  and  the 
whole  of  the  letters  were  sent  by  San  Francisco, 
and  none  by  Suei,  then  we  should  hare  to  pay 
£7,000  or  £8,000  more  than  would  be  recoTered 
in  the  shape  of  postages,  after  allowing  the  now 
proposed  reduction  of  £7,500.  On  the  other 
iiand,  if  we  used  the  Suez  Serrioe  entirely,  the 
ooet  would  be  £16,896 ;  so  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
the  San  Franoisoo  Service,  if  all  the  letters  came 
by  it,  would  bo  a  cheaper  serrioe  than  that  by 
Suez,  if  all  the  letters  came  by  that  roate.  Then 
let  us  look  at  the  adTantagea  of  the  two  serrioes. 
The  material  advantage  is  this  :  that  every  Addi- 
tional letter  we  have  by  San  Francisco  reduces  the 
cost  of  the  servioe,  whereas  every  additional  letter 
hj  Sues  increases  the  oost.    So  there  is  every  hope 
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that  in  a  very  short  time  the  income  and  expen- 
diture by  the  San  Francisco  Servioe  will  equalize 
themselves.  I  have  no  doubt  that  within  a  very 
short  time— within  two  or  three  years—the  service 
will  really  cost  us  nothing;  whereas  if  we  used  t^ 
Suez  Service  the  only  result  would  be  that  we 
should  have  an  ever-increasing  amount  of  postagea 
to  pay,  and  the  oost  would  become  veir  heavy 
with  the  correspondence  increasing  as  it  does  now 
with  great  rapidity.  Now,  we  come  to  the  oost 
of  the  two  serrioes.  The  cost  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Service  is  98.  per  mile,  and  the  oost  of  the 
Suez  Service  is  148.  4d.  per  milb.  That  is  a  very 
considerable  difference,  although  we  gain  nothing 
by  it.  Now,  I  come  to  another  very  important, 
part  of  the  subject,  and  that  is  the  question  of 
time.  At  the'  commencement  of  the  session 
honorable  gentlemen  had  placed  in  their  hands 
all  the  postal  papers,  and  amongst  them  will  be 
found  a  very  elaborate  table  showing  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  all  the  steamers  durmg  the  year, 
and  the  number  of  days  occupied  in  the  voyage. 
There  is,  however,  a  very  great  saving  of  time 
effected  by  employing  the  San  Francisco  boats.  I 
have  had  a  short  table  prepared  showing  the  time 
allowed  bv  the  official  time-tables  for  the  deUveiy 
of  mails  between  London  and  the  places  I  shall 
refer  to  presently.  Via  San  Francisco  the  con- 
tract tima  from  London  to  Sydney  is  48  days, 
and  the  shortest  time  in  which  the  mails  have 
been  delivered  is  4A  days ;  the  contract  time  from 
London  to  Auckland  is  45  days,  and  the  shortest 
time*  in  which  the  mails  have  been  delivered  is 
41  days;  the  contract;  time  from  London  to 
Wellington  is  49  days,  and  the  shortest  time  in 
which  the  mails  have  been  delivered  is  45  days ; 
the  contract  time  from  Loudon  to  Dunedin  is  51 
days,  and  the  shortest  time  in  which  the  mails 
have  been  delivered  is  48  days.  Via^  Brindisi, 
the  contract  time  from  London  to  Sjdney  is  49 
days,  and  the  shortest  time  in  which  the  mails 
have  been  delivered  is  47  days,  as  against  46  days 
via  San  Francisco ;  the  contract  time  from  Lon- 
don to  Auckland  is  60  days,  and  the  shortest 
time  in  which  the  mails  have  been  delivered  is  55 
days,  as  against  41  days  via  San  Francisco ;  tho 
contract  time  from    Londou    to    Wellinp[ton  is 

66  days,  and  the  shortest  time  in  wluoh  the 
mails  have  been  delivered  is  51  days,  as  against 
45  days  via  San  Francisco;  the  contract  time 
from  London  to  Dunedin  is  53  days,  and 
the  shortest  time  in  which  the  mails  have  1>een 
delivered  is  49  days,  as  against  48  days  via  San 
Francisco.  If  the  mails  were  brought  by  way  of 
Southampton  there  would  be  a  much  greater 
delay  in  their  delivery.  The  contract  time  would 
then,  instead  of  being  45  days  to  Auckland,  be 

67  ;  instead  of  being  49  davs  to  Wellington,  it 
would  be  63  ;  and  instead  of  51  days  to  Dunedin, 
it  would  be  60.  Now  as  regards  the  oost  of  each 
letter  sent  by  the  different  routes :  via  San  Fran- 
cisco it  is  6d.,  and  via  Srindisi  8d. ;  and  each 
newspaper  which  comes  in  the  latter  way  costs 
2d.,  as  against  Id.  in  the  former.  Therefore  the 
San  Francisco  Servioe  gives  a  saving  of  100  per 
cent,  on  newspapers.  Besides,  there  is  a  gna^ 
saving  of  time  by  the  San  Franoisoo  Servioe  in  the 
northern  parts  of  tho  colony,  and  a  oonsidenbl* 
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■ATing  in  the  soutbern  partf.  I  think  enough 
has  iMen  said  by  me  to  show  that  by  tho  San 
Franoisco  Berrloe  we  effect  a  considerable  saving 
both  of  time  and  money.  The  adyantage  of 
baying  the  two  lines  is  of  course  very  consider- 
able, especially  if  one  line  should  happen  to  break 
down.  I  should  not  propose,  therefore,  to  give 
up  the  Suez  Service,  but  consider  that  it  would  be 
well  to  allow  it  to  stand  as  at  present.  By  baring 
the  two  lines,  we  are  afforded  facilities  of  forward- 
ing duplicates  of  our  letters.  If  we  abandon  the 
San  Francisco  Service,  we  shall  be  left  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Yiotorian  Government ;  and 
I  most  say  that  we  have  not  found  that  Go- 
vernment in  these  matters  nearly  so  favourable 
to  deal  with  as  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment. The  latter  Government  has  met 
ns  in  a  very  fair  and  liberal  spirit  in  the  matter 
of  the  mails;  and  therefore  .we  should  continue 
to  work  with  them,  in  connection  with  the  San 
Francisco  Service,  as  far  as  we  can.  No  fault  can 
be  found  with  the  Bbip«  that  have  been  supplied ; 
for  as  regards  convenience,  speed,  &c.,  they  are 
everything  that  can  be  desired.  They  afford  us 
direct  communication  with  America,  which,  I 
think,  is  a  great  advantage.  We  have  direct 
oommunication  with  the  Eiut  by  the  Suez  Service, 
and  with  America  by  the  San  Francisco  Service. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  honorable  gentlemen  coming 
from  Otago  feel  there  would  be  a  loss  by  taking 
these  large  steamers  off  the  coastal  service ;  but, 
during  the  last  five  years,  the  Government  have 
persisted  in  forcing  them  to  go  down  to  Otago. 
The  matter  is  simply  in  this  condition  at  present : 
.  Sither  the  coastal  service  must  be  stoppea,  or  the 
whole  service  must  be  discontinued  altogether. 
Mr.  W.  F.  Clyde,  tho  President  of  the  Pacific 
Hail  Steamship  Company,  in  a  letter  to  Messrs. 
GHchrist)  Watt,  and  Co.,  of  Sydney,  puts  the 
matter  very  conciselv.  He  says,  "  XJnder  the 
former  direotion  of  this  Company,  an  abandon- 
ment of  this  service  had  been  seriously  considered, 
when  a  modification  of  the  route  to  the  direct 
C.  service  was  permitted,  and  the  service  con- 
tinued." It  wiU  be  remembered  that  that 
modification  was  made,  and,  under  it,  the  ser- 
vice was  found  very  satisfactory.  And  then 
Mr.  Clyde  goes  on  to  say,  "  The  neces- 
sities of  the  case  present  to  my  mind  the 
following  alternatives :— A  modification  of  the 
route  to  what  is  known  as  the  C  route, 
whx6h  avoids  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the 
coastal  service,  and  the  stopping  at  Fiji."  No 
doubt  tiie  stopping  at  Fiji  is  one  of  the  most 
serious  difficulties  the  contractors  find  in  their 
way.  They  can  only  go  among  the  reefs  by 
daylight,  and  at  great  loss  of  time.  Mr.  Clyde 
continues :  "  The  substitution  of  ships  fitted  for 
the  coastal  service  and  Fiji  navigation,  which 
steamers  would  scarcely  be  fit  for  the  long  sea 
service,  in  place  of  the  popular  and  able  steamers 
now  performing  the  service."  These  are  the 
alternatives,  or  otherwise  the  service  will  be  aban- 
doned by  the  contractors.  Therefore  it  is  clear 
either  that  the  coastal  service  must  be  given  up, 
or  that  the  service  will  be  abandoned  altogether. 
The  Government  have,  as  I  have  stated,  ondea- 
Touved  to  get  the  Company  to  carry  out  the 


coastal  service  as  hitherto  j  but  they  fully  realize 
that  the  service,  as  it  at  present  stands,'  will  re- 
quire modification.  When  we  are  in  Committee,  I 
shall  liave  an  opportunity  of  affording  bonoraUe 
members  anv  other  information  which  may  be 
required.  Among  the  papers  relating  to  the 
service  there  will  be  found  a  telegram  from  Mr. 
Stewart,  of  Sydney,  to  the  Colonial  Secretazy  aifc 
Wellington.    It  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Sydney,  12th  October,  1876. 
"  Hope  that,  in  obtaining  sanction  from  Parlia- 
ment to  modification  mail  service,  you  will  secure 
option  to  call  Bay  of  Islands.     Please  reply. 

**AliEXAKDBB  StKWABT, 

"  (for  Colonial  Secretary,  Sydney).** 

My  answer  to  this  was, — 

"  Wellington,  13th  October,  1876. 

"  Great  difficulty  aoout  coastal  service  if  Bay 
of  Islands  port  of  call.  Auckland  will  probably 
be  fixed.  iUifference  of  time  to  Sydney  few  hours 
only.  "Fbedk.  Whitakeb, 

"  Postmaster-General." 

When  I  first  went  into  this  question,  mj 
opinion  was  that  the  Bay  of  Islands  would  be 
the  proper  place.  But,  after  careful  oonaidenL- 
tion,  I  and  the  Government  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  make 
the  Bay  of  Islands  the  port  of  call,  as  the  coastal 
service  from  the  Bay  of  Islands  instead  of  Auck- 
land would  involve  a  large  extra  expenditure. 
The  last  telegram  the  Government  have  just  re- 
ceived is  as  follows : — 

"  If  you  wish  our  co-operation,  you  had  better 
seek  alternative  permission.  Auckland  twelve 
hours  longer,  most  objectionable." 

The  whole  matter  is  now  before  the  House. 
Honorable  members  have  all  the  papers  relating 
to  it  in  their  hands,  and  they  will  be  able  to  see 
the  exact  state  of  things.  The  New  South  Wales 
Government,  in  their  last  telegram,  dated  18th 
October,  ask  us  to  take  the  alternative  of  either 
Auckland  or  the  Bay  of  Islands  as  the  port  of 
call.  To  enable  the  Government  to  give  a  definite 
answer  one  way  or  the  other,  I  now  move  the  re- 
solution standing  in  my  name. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— The  Postmaster  -  General 
has  placed  the  matter  so  fiEiirly  before  the  House, 
and  his  views  are  so  fully  borne  out  by  the 
papers  upon  the  subject  which  have  been  placed 
Defore  the  House,  that  I  feel  bound  to  concur  in 
almost  all  the  conclusions  at  which  he  has  arrived. 
There  is,  however,  one  point  of  difference  be- 
tween us;  for  he,  without  giving  any  reasons 
why,  except  in  the  short  reference  at  tne  end  of 
his  speech,  insisted,  as  it  were,  that  Auckland 
would  be  the  best  place  in  New  Zealand  for  the 
mail  steamers  to  call.  Now,  my  only  desire  is  to 
get  the  cheapest  mail  service  that  can  be  got.  I 
have  no  other  feeling  in  the  matter ;  and  I  en- 
tirely concur  with  the  Postmaster-General  that  it 
is  unadvisable  to  attempt  to  maintain  the  coastal 
service.  It  must  be  a  failure,  and  I  am  quite 
willing  to  see  it  abandoned  altogether.  That 
part  of  the  service  being  abandoned,  the  only 
question  that  remains,  in  my  mind,  is,  where  is 
the  cheapest  place  in  New  Zealand  at  which  we 
can  get  our  mails  from  San  Francisco  delivered  ? 
Now,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  given  no  rea- 
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Km  why  the  Bay  of  Ishinda  should  not  be  pre- 
ferred to  Auckland  as  the  calling  place.  He  sajs, 
''After  a  great  deal  of  consideration" — ^he  does  not 
%aj  by  whom:  it  was  not  by  the  Califomian 
ICail  Seryice  Committee,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  WHTTAKMR.— By  the  GoTcmment. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Well,  after  a  great  deal  of 
consideration,  the  G-oremment  have  come  to  the 
oonclusion  that  the  cheapest  port  of  call  in  New 
Zealand  is  Auckland ;  but  the  honorable  gentle- 
man forgets  that  it  is  part  of  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  on  the  subject,  and  part  of  the 
resolution  which  the  G-ovemment  has  now  sub- 
mitted, that  the  contractors  are  to  deliver  the 
mails  at  the  different  ports  of  New  Zealand. 
Therefore,  I  say  that  it  is  the  contractors  and 
not  this  House  who  should  be  left  to  decide 
Tdtimately  which  is  the  best  port  of  caU,  from 
which  the  maUs  could  best  be  distributed  at  the 
harbour  ports  of  the  colony.  I  obserre  in  the 
papers  laid  on  the  table  that  the  New  South 
Wales  Goremment  is  most  urgent  in  pointing 
out  that  the  Bay  of  Islands  and  not  Auckland 
should  be  selected  as  the  port  of  call ;  and  the 
last  telegram  received  also  urges  that  the  Bay 
of  Islands  is  tlie  most  convenient  port.  The  con- 
tractors, in  all  their  communications,  express  a 
decided  preference  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  al- 
though they  put  the  two  ports  as  alternative. 
Now,  as  we  propose  to  throw  upon  the  contrac- 
tors the  cost  of  distributing  the  mails  throughout 
New  Zealand,  why  not  leave  them  a  discretionary 
power  as  to  the  selection  of  one  port  or  the  other  P 
If  the  Gh)vemment  tell  us  it  will  cost  the  counti7 
£7,000  more  if  they  decide  upon  calling  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands  instead  of  Auckland,  they  will 
not  care  to  pay  that  £7,000,  and  therefore  they 
would  select  Auckland,  but  they  should  have  the 
option;  no  good  reason  has  been  given  to  the 
Committee  why  they  should  not.  I  will  propose. 
That,  at  the  end  of  the  first  subsection,  after 
the  word  "Auckland,"  the  words  "or  Bay  of 
Islands,  at  the  option  of  the  contractors"  be 
added;  and  to  strike  out  the  words  "at 
least,"  at  the  end  of  the  third  subsection, 
with  a  view  to  insert  the  words,  "  if  calling  at 
Auckland,  or  £10,000  if  calling  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands."  That  would  throw  upon  the  contractors 
the  necessity  of  foregoing  £2,500  if  they  should 

S refer  to  call  at  the  Bay  of  Islands  ;  and  if  they 
id  adopt  the  Bay  of  Islands,  the  colony  would 
get  the  service  that  much  cheaper;  but  if 
they  found  it  cheaper  to  adopt  the  alternative 
proposition  and  call  at  Auckland,  then  by  all 
means  let  them  do  so.  I  am  quite  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  steamers 
calling  at  Auckland  ;  but  considering  the  circum- 
stances of  the  colony,  we  must  go  in  pujrely  for 
an  efficient  mail  service,  at  the  cheapest  possible 
rate.  We  cannot  afford  to  offer  inducement  to 
the  steamers  to  come  to  Auckland  for  the  sake 
of  consulting  the  convenience  of  a  few  first-class 
passengers,  although  the  £2,500  extra  may  prove 
sufficient  to  induce  them  to  doso.  I  am  encouraged 
to  move  this  amendment  by  the  observation  that 
the  New  South  Wales  Government  will  be  much 
more  likely  to  promote  this  modification  if  the 


Bay  of  Islands  is  selected ;  and  the  eontraoton 
themselves  have  always  kept  that  alternative  in 
view.  I  also  recollect  the  very  able  letter  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Thomas  Russell  upon  the  subject 
last  year,  in  which  he  strongly  insisted  upon  the 
Bay  of  Islands  being  the  best  place  in  New  Zea* 
land  at  which  the  San  Franoisoo  steamers  could 
eaU. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  think  the  motion  of  the 
Fostmaster-G^neral  is  somewhat  defective.  It 
says,  "It  is  expedient  that  the  existing  San 
Francisco  Mail  Contract  be  modified."  I  am 
not  disposed  to  say  that  it  is  expedient,  but  I 
believe  the  Company  will  not  be  able  to  continue 
the  coastal  service.  That  being  the  case,  we 
should  throw  the  responsibility  of  breaking  the 
contract  on  the  contractors  and  not  ofi  the 
colony.  I  would  therefore  suggest  this  amend- 
ment : — "  That  in  the  event  of  the  contractors  fb|* 
the  San  Francisco  Mail  Service  being  desirous  to 
modify  the  conditions  of  their  contract,  and  in 
the  event  of  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
deeming  it  expedient  so  to  do,  this  House  will 
consent  to  such  modification  on  the  following 
terms."  Then  would  follow  the  subsections  of 
the  Postmaster-General's  resolution.  I  do  not 
think  the  honorable  gentleman  can  object  to 
that.  I  could  vote  for  this  amendment;  but 
I  cannot  vote  for  the  resolution  as  it  stands. 
There  are  other  honorable  members  who  think 
that  the  Company  should  be  compelled  to  fulfil 
the  contract  as  it  stands,  or  throw  it  up ;  and 
they  also  would  vote  for  this  amendment.  I 
admit  that  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to 
abandon  the  service;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  do  not  think  it  is  advisable  to  interfere 
with  the  terms  of  the  contract.  The  proposal 
of  the  honorable  member  lor  Timaru  to  give 
the  Company  the  option  of  selecting  the  Bay  of 
Islands  or  Auckland,  is  a  very  good  one ;  but  I 
fail  to  see  upon  what  grounds  he  can  make  a 
difference  in  cost  to  the  colony  by  selecting  one 
port  or  the  other.  The  proposition  of  the 
rostmaster-General  to  reduce  the  subsidy  by 
£7,500,  in  consideration  of  the  abandonment 
of  the  coastal  service,  should  not  be  entertained, 
inasmuch  as  the  Company  offered  under  the  O. 
service  to  accept  that  contract  for  £76,000  per 
annum ;  whereas  the  B.  service — ^which  is  at  pre- 
sent being  performed— was  to  cost  £90,000.  The 
colony  accepted  the  B.  service ;  and  if  the  Com- 
pany now  want  to  fall  bark  on  the  C.  service, 
they  should  carry  out  their  original  offer  to  do  it 
for  £75,000.  Looking  at  the  advantage  New 
South  Wales  would  gain  by  being  made  the  ter- 
minus of  the  line,  they  should  reduce  the  subsidy 
of  thid  colony  by  at  least  £10,000.  I  would 
suggest  that  these  figures  should  be  substituted 
for  the  £7,500,  and  then  I  would  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  llmaru, 
leaving  it  open  to  the  Company  to  adopt  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  or  Auckland,  as  they  thought 
fit.  There  is  another  addition  I  should  like  to 
see  made  to  the  resolution.  The  Company  now 
have  their  boats  on  the  line,  and  desire,  for 
their  own  convenience,  to  alter  the  terms  of  the 
contract ;  but  I  think  the  colony  should  reserve 
to  itself  the  right  to  put  an  end  to  the  contract 
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within  a  shorter  ]^riod  than  eight  years.  To 
carry  out  that,  I  will  moye,  That  in  any  arrange- 
ment that  may  be  entered  into  with  the  Ck>m- 
pany,  the  Qovemment  will  reserre  to  itself  the 
power  to  pot  an  end  to  the  contract  on  giTing 
twelTe  months'  notice.  If  twelve  montjis'  notice 
is  too  Utile,  I  would  sabstitute  two  years ;  and 
then  if  at  any  time  we  found  that  the  service  was 
not  being  carried  oat  to  the  satisfiMtion  of  the 
colony  we  could  terminate  the  contract.  There 
is  no  hardship  in  that,  because  we  are  quite 
prepared  to  carry  out  the  present  contract.  We 
are  not  breaking  faith  with  the  Company.  If 
they  wish  to  make  a  new  arrangement,  we  are 
justified  in  insuting  upon  terms  suitable  to  our- 
selves. 

Mr.  MACFABLANE.— It  appears  to  me  that 
this  is  merely  a  question  of  the  form  of  words : 
that  there  is  not  much  difference  between  the  pro- 
posal of  the  GoTcmment  and  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Fort  Chalmers. 

Mr.  BURNS.— We  in  New  Zealand  have  been 
Tery  unfortunate  in  our  mail  services,  both  by 
CaUfomia  and  Panama.  I  think  it  is  a  very  great 
pity  that  this  service  was  erer  entered  into,  and 
the  longer  it  is  continued  the  more  unsatisfactory 
will  it  1^.  However,  the  Postmaster-Gheneral  has 
put  matters  in  a  different  light ;  and  as  he  is 
going  upon  the  economic  principle,  I  must  say  I 
am  bound  to  give  the  proposal  some  measure  of 
support.  I  like  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  the  best  of  the  two, 
for  this  simple  reason :  that  while,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  House  appears  to  offer  something  to 
the  Company,  I  think  it  right  that  this  House 
should  get  an  offer  from  the  Company.  That  is 
the  difference,  and  it  is  a  vexy  great  deal  of  dif- 
ference. In  the  one  case,  the  Company  might 
make  a  handle  of  the  offer  for  breaking  off  the 
contract  altogether,  while,  if  we  insisted  upon  the 
Company  adhering  to  their  contract,  they  oould 
not  violate  it.  I  am  not  going  to  be  so  selfish  as 
to  look  at  this  questiou  from  a  southern  point  of 
Tiew,  and  to  say.  You  must  continue  the  coastal 
service.  I  admit  that  a  bargain  is  a  bargain,  and 
if  it  cannot  be  fulfilled  it  ought  to  be  stopped 
altogether.  We  are  going  the  wrong  way  to 
work  with  the  mail  service  altogether.  If  we 
were  unit  of  this  service,  we  could  get  a  service 
carried  on  by  a  company  of  our  own  formed  in 
this  country,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  present  financial  position  of  the 
country,  I  am  bound  to  support  the  proposal  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Fort  Chalmers. 

Mr.  MUBBAT. — I  have  always  been  opposed 
to  the  San  Francisco  Service,  as  I  did  not  see  the 
advisability  of  having  it  to  enable  the  Americans 
to  oome  and  compete  with  us  in  the  Island  trade. 
More  especially  have  I  been  opposed  to  it  on  the 
ground  that  we  should  have  had  direct  steamer 
communication  with  England,  at  a  less  cost  than 
wo  have  to  pay  for  tliis  service.  I  would  just 
point  out  some  of  the  results  that  would  hare 
followed  from  the  direct  service.  The  Qovemment 
have  admitted  that  they  had  an  offer  from  re- 
sponsible ooniraotors  to  bring  out  our  immigrants 
by  first-class  steamers,  at  a  cost  of  £10  per  head, 
now,  I  find  that  the  expondituro  upon  tho  mail 


service  has  been  something  like  £200,000  during 
the  last  five  years.  The  cost  of  importing  60,000 
immigrants  has  been  £1,411,994.  The  propor- 
tionate cost  of  raising  the  loan  at  5  per  cent,  has 
been  £71,000.  These  three  items  amount  to 
£1,678,994.  Now,  the  bringing  out  of  60,000 
immigrants  at  £10  per  head  would  be  £600,000. 
The  cost  of  barracks,  quarantine,  incidentals,  and 
contingencies  might  be  stated  at  £3  per  head, 
making  a  total  of  £780,000.  There  has  thus 
been  an  absolute  money  loss  to  the  colony  of 
£998,994,  besides  that  of  having  no  direct  steam 
communication  with  England  which  otherwise  we 
would  have  had.  The  opportunity  we  have 
now  of  getting  rid  of  the  San  Francisco  Mail 
Service  altogether  is  one  that  should  not  bo  lost. 
There  is  one  proposal  which  has  been  omitted. 
It  is  said  that  wo  should  have  either  the  Bay  of 
Islands  or  Auckland  as  the  port  of  call ;  but  we 
should  not  overlook  the  central  port  of  the  colony, 
the  port  of  Wellington.  I  believe  it  would  onW* 
entail  a  loss  of  one  day  more  in  the  service.  We 
could  get  almost  daily  communication  with  Dun* 
edin  and  the  South  by  the  Union  Steamship 
Company's  boats  and  by  the  Australian  steamersy 
and  thus  obviate  the  necessity  for  a  coastal  service 
altogether.  I  would  move  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  word  "Auckland"  be  omitted,  and 
"Wellington"  inserted  in  lieu  thereof;  that 
subsection  2  be  struck  out,  and  that  "£7,500" 
be  omitted,  and  *'  £15,000 "  inserted  instead. 
We  should  choose  the  most  economical  way  of 
carrying  our  letters.  The  colony  cannot  afford 
to  indulge  in  the  special  luxury  of  a  mail  serrioe 
to  America.  And  the  necessity  of  rapid  com- 
munication, does  not  exist  as  formerly,  seeing 
that  we  have  got  the  telegraph  cable. 

Mr.  SHABF.— I  do  not  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce  has  put  the  matter  properly 
before  the  House.  He  talks  of  the  costly  service. 
As  I  understand  the  proposal,  we  have  to  pay 
£45,000.  We  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that 
we  are  receiving  £23,000  as  aeainst  that  subsidy. 
We  receive  the  New  Zealand  postages  and  the 
English  postages,  amounting  to  that  sum ;  and 
by  the  proposea  reduction  we  should  then  have 
to  pay  about  £17,000  for  the  whole  service. 
Every  one  must  admit  thst  the  San  f  raucisco 
Mail  Service,  as  far  as  New  Zealand  is  concerned, 
is  the  most  direct  and  the  speediest  route.  The 
several  amendments  before  the  House  certainly 
leave  one  in  a  sort  of  fo^,  and  one  cannot  at  once 
decide  without  considermg  them  carefully  which 
is  the  best  amendment  to  support.  But  after  all 
it  comes  to  this :  that  the  House  seems  to  be  of 
opinion  that  the  service  should  either  be  modified 
as  pointed  out  by  the  honorable  member  for  Fort 
Chalmers  or  the  honorable  member  for  Timaro, 
or  else  that  it  should  be  done  away  with  alto* 
gether. '  I  think  the  majority  of  members  are  of 
opinion  that  the  contract  should  be  modified. 
Although  there  is  no  doubt  that  as  far  as  Wel- 
lington is  concerned  it  is  the  most  central  port  of 
the  colony,  there  is  a  dislike  among  contractors  to 
make  Wellington  the  port  of  call. 

An  Hon.  Mehbiib.— Why  ? 

Mr.  SHARP. — I  do  not  know  why,  except  for 
the  reason  that'  strikes  every  one  elfc,  that  the 
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weather  is  of  a  obanoter  which  the  eteamera  do 
not  like  to  encounter.  I  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  pointed  out  that  by 
having  a  line  of  steamers  calling  at  Auckland,  and 
not  running  down  the  ooast,  the  New  South 
Wales  QoTemment  would  gain  a  direct  adrantage, 
inasmuch  as  there  would  not  be  a  transhipment 
of  passengers.  It  is  rerj  true,  no  doubt,  that 
woold  be  the  case  inwards ;  but  he  forgot  to 
state  that  outwards  we  have  the  adyantage  of 
New  South  Wales.  I  therefore  think  that,  if  the 
Company  wish  to  modify  their  oontiUct  on  the 
terms  proposed  in  this  resolution,  I  shall  give 
my  support  in  favour  of  the  steamers  calling 
at  the  port  of  Auckland.  I  think  beyond  that 
point  it  does  not  rest  with  the  Company.  The 
Government  should  keep  the  control  of  the  inter- 
provincial  service  in  their  own  hands,  and  they 
should  onlv  alter  the  contract  so  far  as  making 
the  port  of  call  in  New  Zealand,  and  should  re- 
tain the  distribution  of  the  mails. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD.— I  may  state  that  this  ques- 
tion was  very  well  considered  in  Committee.  If 
the  Government  retain  in  their  own  hands  the 
distribution  of  the  mails,  we  shall  not  get  the 
New  South  Wales  Government  to  contribute 
anything  towards  the  cost.  If  we  compel  the 
contractors  still  to  provide  vessels  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Government  as  to  speed  and 
general  convenience,  we  have  the  Sydney  Go- 
vernment paying  us  one-half  the  cost,  and  we 
•hall  have  the  contractors  responsible  for  the  due 
eiecution  of  the  service ;  otherwise  the  contrac- 
tors* obligation  will  entirely  rest  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  or  Auckland,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  any 
breakdown  in  the  distribution  of  the  mails.  If 
the  contractors  had  to  distribute  the  mails,  and 
any  breakdown  oocnrred,  they  would  be  liable  to 
a  penal^.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Com- 
mittee thought  the  contractors  should  distribute 
the  mails  at  the  same  ports  as  they  do  now. 
The  only  difference  will  be  that^  instead  of  hav- 
ing laiger  vessels  going  dovm  the  coast,  we  should 
have  smaller  boats,  approved  of  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  MUBBAY.— We  have  now  three  pro- 
posab  before  us.  The  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  £f>r  Port  Chalmers  simply  puts  the  ques- 
tion in  a  more  satisfactory  light.  I  think  we 
should  agree  to  accept  the  first  part  of  the  pro- 
posaL  The  next  proposal  is  as  to  whether 
Auckland  shall  be  fixed  as  a  port  of  call.  The 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru 
was  that  either  the  Bay  of  Islands  or  Auckland 
should  be  selected  as  the  port  of  call.  The  fourth 
proposal  is  that  Wellington  should  be  a  port  of 
oalL  By  adopting  this  amendment  we  shall  get 
our  letters  in  the  South  two  days  earlier,  and  in 
Auckland  they  will  get  their  letters  two  days 
later.  There  would  be  every  advantage  in  having 
a  port  of  call  at  Wellington.  We  should  be  able 
to  utilise  the  coal  fields  on  the  West  Coast.  The 
large  steamers  could  take  in  a  supply  of  coal  at 
the  port  of  Wellington.  The  Bay  of  Islands 
coal  IS  unsuited  for  steam  purposes,  on  account  of 
the  quantity  of  sulphur  it  contains.  It  is  very 
important  that  we  should  use  as  much  of  our 
own  prodactions  as  possible,  and  try  to  reduce 


the  enormous  expenditure  that  we  incur  in  im- 
porting commodities.  Anytliinff  we  can  do  to 
develop  our  local  resources  will  be  of  advantage 
to  the  colony,  and  will  tend  to  diminish  the 
amount  of  subsidy  the  colony  has  to  pay.  There- 
fore, I  trust  that  honorable  members  who  do  not 
come  from  particularly  far  north  will  support 
my  amendment 

Mr.  PEABCE.— I  cannot  permit  the  state- 
ment which  fell  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Sharp)  to  pass  by  unchal- 
lenged. He  said  that  masters  of  vessels  objected 
to  coming  to  the  port  of  Wellington,  and  he  gave 
th<i  weather  as  a  reason.  I  cannot  conceive  what 
warrant  the  honorable  member  has  for  making 
such  a  statement.  In  reference  to  the  old 
Panama  Service,  there  was  a  stipulation,  which 
was  supported  by  all  the  masters  of  vessels,  that 
Wellington  should  be  the  port  of  call.  I  may 
say,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  first  of  tlie 
Panama  steamers  that  ever  came  to  Wellington 
was  in  charge  of  a  perfect  stranger,  who  brought 
his  ship  in  in  the  dead  of  night.  I  can  easily 
understand  that  the  contractors  for  the  present 
service  may  object  to  the  port  of  Wellington, 
not  on  account  of  bad  weather,  as  the  honorable 
member  said,  but  simply  because  calling  here 
would  take  a  longer  time,  and  Sydney  would  ob- 
ject. Unfortunately,  our  mail  is  in  connection 
with  Sydney,  because,  if  we  had  been  able  to 
work  in  concert  with  Victoria,  the  proper  route 
would  have  been  through  Cook  Strait,  and  on  to 
Melbourne,  for  a  San  Francisco  Service.  Unfortu- 
nately, we  hare  to  deal  with  Sydney ;  and  this 
route  is  too  far  south  to  make  it  the  proper  one 
for  Sydney.  I  am  inclined  to  support  the  mo- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  should  like  to  explain 
what,  perhaps,  was  not  clearly  expressed  in  my 
resolution  as  drafted.  I  propose  that  the  option 
of  calling  at  the  Bay  oi  Islands  or  AuckUmd 
should  be  loft  to  the  contractors  i  and  they 
would  have  to  consider  whether  they  would 
receive  £2,500  less  for  calling  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  than  if  they  called  at  Auckland.  I  also 
wish  the  Government  could  see  their  way  to 
accept  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers.  I  think  it  would  come  better 
particularly  in  respect  to  giving  the  option  to  the 
contractors  which  I  propose,  and  would  throw 
upon  the  contractors  the  onus  of  making  arrange- 
ments more  thoroughly  than  the  motion  as 
originally  proposed. 

Mr.  MURRAY-AYNSLEY.  —  In  proposing 
that  the  terminus  should  be  at  Wellington  instead 
of  at  Auckland,  so  that  the  South  should  have 
their  mails  two  days  sooner,  I  think  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bruce  forgot  that  the  South 
obtains  the  benefit  of  having  the  Suez  mail 
delivered  there  first,  and  I  think  it  only  fair  to 
the  North  that  they  should  receive  the  greatest 
advantage  from  the  San  Francisco  Service.  If 
Wellington  were  made  the  port  of  call,  it  would 
make  the  service  to  Auckland  about  two  davs 
longer  than  if  the  steamers  called  at  the  North. 
By  the  Bay  of  Inlands  would  be  the  best  line  for 
the  steamers.  If  a  steamer  starting  from  the 
Manukau  brouglit  the  letters  for  Taranaki  and 
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Wellington  thflj  could  rery  rapidlj  be  diatri- 
bated.  By  the  steamen  c^ing  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  instead  of  Auckland,  250  miles  would  he 
saTed  on  the  yoyage  to  Sydney,  "which  would  be 
about  equal  to  one  day,  and  that  would  make 
a  great  difference  to  that  colony.  With  re- 
spect to  the  amount  we  pay  to  the  Victorian 
GoTemment  for  letters  sent  vid  Sues,  I  the  other 
day  asked '  the  Fostmaster-Gkneral  to  make  a 
statement  as'to  how  the  sum  we  pay  is  calcu- 
lated ;  but,  as  that  has  not  been  done,  I  can  only 
take  my  figures  from  the  returns.  I  find  from 
the  Postmaster-Ghsneral's  report,  the  payment  to 
Victoria  for  a  year  was  £9,373  10s.  7d.,  and 
97,666  letters  were  sent.  By  San  Francisco 
810,422  letters  were  sent,  which,  at  the  same 
rate,  would  nTc  a  coet  of  about  £82,500.  We 
pay  £45,000  for  the  San  Francisco  Serrice,  so  the 
difference  would  be  very  small,  and  we  now  have 
the  ad? antage  of  a  fortnightly  mail.  Erery  year 
we  shall  send  more  letters  by  San  Francisco ;  and 
I  may  mention  that  at  the  end  of  1875  there  was 
a  feeling  that  the  San  Francisco  mail  was  not 
regular,  and  that  caused  a  great  number  of  extra 
letters  to  be  sent  by  Suez.  If  we  give  up  the  San 
Francisco  mail,  we  shall  scarcely  gain  anything  in 
money ;  we  shall  lose  the  second  line  of  commu- 
nication with  England,  and  the  advantage  of  the 
connection  with  the  Islands  and  America. 

Mr.  SHARP. — ^I  think  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City  misunderstood  me.  I  ad- 
mitted that  Wellington  was  a  better  geographical 
centre  than  Auckland  for  the  distribution  of  the 
mails;  but  I  said,  and  I  believe  I  am  correct, 
that  there  is  an  antipathy  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
tractors both  of  the  Panama  and  San  Francisco 
lines  to  coming  so  far  south.  That  is  on  record, 
but  I  have  not  the  papers  by  me  at  present.  The 
difference  between  calling  at  Wellington  and  at  a 
northern  port  is  two  or  three  days. 

Mr.  CURTIS.— I  think  two  things  are  pretty 
dear  on  the  face  of  the  papers  laid  before  the 
Committee.  One  is,  that  the  choice  of  a  port 
of  call  lies  between  Auckland  and  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  and  that  Wellington  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Another  point  which  appears  to  me  to  be 
completely  settled  is,  that  the  coastal  service  by 
the  through  boats  must  be  given  up.  I  was  very 
glad  to  hear  some  attention  drawn  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Lyttelton  to  the  question  of  the 
actual  cost  of  the  service.  I  endeavoured  to  fol- 
low the  figures  of  the  Postmaster- Qeneral ;  but  I 
was  unable  to  arrive  at  the  actual  cost  of  the  ser- 
rice, beyond  the  adcfitional  sum  we  should  have 
to  pay  towards  the  Suez  Service  in  the  event  of 
the  abandonment  of  the  San  Francisco  Service. 
I  do  not  think  the  honorable  member  stated  that 
in  distinct  figures.  That  is  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance,  not  perhaps  for  the  information  of 
the  House,  because  honorable  members  are  aware 
that  the  actual  cost  of  the  service  is  really  very 
small:  at  all  events,  it  cannot  amoimt  to  more 
than  £10,000  a  year ;  whereas  the  public  in  the 
colony  generally  are  under  the  impression  that 
the  service  actually  costs  the  whole  of  the  con- 
tribution of  £45,000  a  year  in  excess  of  anything 
we  would  othenrise  have  to  pay.  It  is  thought 
that  we  are  paying  £45,000  a  year  for  a  luxury. 


Not  only  does  that  impreaaion  prevail  generally, 
but  the  editors  of  newspapers  are  oonatantly  din* 
ning  into  the  eara  of  Cne  public  that  thia  aervioe 
ooata  £45,000  a  year,  and  ought  to  be  abandoned. 
Therefore  I  think  it  is  very  important  that  the 
actual  figures  should  be  placed  upon  record.  Aa 
to  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers,  for  expunging  certain  words  in 
the  preamble  and  inserting  other  words,  I  think 
it  is  unnecessary.  It  is  made  quite  clear  that  the 
modification  is  to  come  from  the  contractor,  and 
there  is  no  harm  in  our  agreeing  that  it  is  expe- 
dient that  aome  change  ahould  be  made.  I  have 
no  objection  to  aupport  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  if  it  is  any  satisfaction  to  him 
to  add  those  words  to  the  preamble  of  the  reso- 
lution. The  amendment  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Timam  ia,  I  think,  a  veiy  judicious  one, 
and  throwB  the  onus  of  selecting  the  port  of  call 
aa  between  the  Bay  of  Islands,  ana  Auckland 
on  the  contractors.  The  modification  which  the 
honorable  member  proposes  aa  to  a  reduction  of 
the  subsidies  is  also,  I  think,  a  very  reasonable 
one.  In  agreeing  to  this  resolution,  I  think  it  is 
desirable  that  the  House  should  not  tie  down  the 
G-overnment  too  strictly  aa  to  the  terma  of  the 
contract.  The  Houae  will  probably  riae  before 
thia  arrangement  can  be  completed,  and  there  are 
two  other  partiea  to  conaider ;  there  are  not  only 
the  contractora,  but  also  the  Qt>Ternment  of  New 
South  Wales.  If  we  tie  down  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  atate  too  explicitly  every  condition 
we  expect  to  hare  adhered  to,  I  am  afraid  that 
difficuttiea  may  arise  which  we  do  not  foresee. 
There  ia  one  thing  I  should  like  to  see  modified, 
and  that  is  the  coastal  service,  as  it  will  here- 
after have  to  be  performed  by  the  smaller  res- 
sels.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the 
alternative  in  the  hands  of  the  Qovemment 
whether  it  should  be  conducted  by  the  con- 
tractors, or  by  the  Government.  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  oi^ment  of  the  honorable  member  fdr 
Timaru  that  it  is  absolutely  necessaiy  that  the 
distribution  of  the  mails  from  the  port  of  call  to 
other  parts  of  the  colony  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  contractors,  so  that  they  might  be  respon- 
sible in  the  case  of  a  breakdown.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  of  importance,  but  I  do  see  considerable 
advantage  in  leaving  that  matter  in  the  hauda  of 
the  Government,  and  at  their  diacretion.  I  aee  it 
might  remove  difficulties  in  negotiating  with  the 
contractors,  and  also  with  the  Government  of 
New  South  Wales.  I  would  propose  to  amend 
resolution  No.  2  by  striking  out  in  the  third  para- 
graph the  words  "by  the  Company,"  and  to 
amend  No.  8  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  sub- 
sidy," the  words  "including  coastal  service."  The 
effect  of  that  amendment  would  be  to  leave  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government  to  deal  with  that 
question,  which  is  wholly  a  minor  one  after  all. 
During  the  course  of  the  negotiations  it  might 
turn  out  to  be  mdst  expedient  that  the  Gh>vern- 
ment  should  have  that  power. 

Mr.  OBMOND.— The  honomble  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  has,  to  a  certain  extent, 
dealt  with  what  I  should  have  brought  before  the 
Committee.  He  has  explained  that  it  is  a  very 
great  mistake  to  speak,  as  the  honorable  member 
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for  Brace  has  done,  of  this  being  a  costly  postal 
■errioe.  It  is  not  so;  and  the  great  adyantage 
of  the  serrice  is  that,  as  the  number  of  our  let- 
ters increases,  and  the  colony  grows,  so  will  it  be 
still  less  expensive.  It  is  correct  to  say  that,  at 
the  present  moment,  the  servioe  costs  us  only 
£16,000  a  year,  and,  if  this  arrangement  is  carried 
out,  will  not  cost  more  than  £6,000.  That  cannot 
be  said  to  be  a  costly  service  for  the  conveyance 
of  our  letters  to  America  and  England.  I  think 
the  discussion  would  be  very  much  limited  if  the 
Qovemment  would  now  say  whether  or  not  they 
will  accept  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
bonorable  member  for  Timaru.  If  they  would 
aooept  it,  I  think  a  majority  of  the  Committee 
would  then  see  that  we  had  arrived  at  a  oonclu- 
sion  that  we  could  agn)e  to,  and  further  discussion 
would  be  saved.  The  amendment  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Timaru  is,  practically, 
the  recommendation  of  the  Postal  Oommittee, 
after  very  careful  inquiiy  and  considerable  time 
in  examining  into  the  matter.  The  only  difference 
is,  that  while  the  Committee  recommend  that 
either  Auckland  or  the  Bay  of  Islands  may  be 
the  port  of  call,  and  the  sum  of  which  New 
Zealand  should  be  relieved  is  £10,000,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru,  leaving  the  question  of 
the  port  of  call  open  as  between  Auckland  and 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  diminishes  the  amount  of 
subsidy  to  £7,500  if  it  is  arranged  that  the  port 
of  oil  shall  be  Auckland,  and  to  £10,000  if 
to  the  Bay  of  Islands.  I  think,  considering 
the  information  we  have  got,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  Company  will  have  no  option  in 
the  matter.  The  Gk>vernment  of  New  South 
Wales  so  strongly  insist  that  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  them  to  have  the  Bay  of  Islands 
the  port  of  call,  that  it  is  sure  to  be  ultimately 
deciaed  upon.  New  South  Wales  will  gain 
twenty-four  hours,  and  New  Zealand  will  lose 
nothing  by  that  arrangement.  I  now  come  to 
the  question  of  the  distribution  of  the  mails ;  and 
on  that  point  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Nelson  City  is  entirely  opposed  to 
what  was^  I  think,  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
Committee.  I  would  point  out  that  nothing 
would  be  more  likely  to  interfere  with  the 
regularity  of  the  service,  and  its  consequent  ad- 
Taatam,  than  to  make  two  bodies  responsible  for 
it.  J^ie  Committee,  in  recommending  that  the 
Company  should  have  the  distribution  of  the 
mails,  thought  it  was  absolutely  neosssaiy  this 
condition  should  be  imposed.  There  is  no  doubt 
it  will  oome  to  the  same  thing.  The  Company 
will  have  to  arrange  with  our  local  companies  for 
their  distribution,  and  it  must  be  an  immense  ad- 
▼antaee  to  the  colony  that  the  Company  itself 
•houla  be  responsible.  I  should  imagine  that  it 
would  make  it  more  costly  if  the  Government 
had  to  arrange  for  different  services,  than  if 
the  arrangement  were  made  by  the  Company. 
With  regard  to  the  amendment  proposing  that 
Wellington  should  be  the  port  of  call,  I  was  glad 
to  hear  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City  say  that  it  would  jeopardize  the  whole  ser? ice 
if  sudi  a  condition  were  iflserted.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  about  it,  we  have  an  admirable  service, 
carried  out  by  vesiels  of  a  class  such  at  wo  have 


never  before  seen  in  our  ports.  For  the  first 
time  this  service  is  being  carried  out  with  regu- 
larity and  satisfaction,  and  we  should  do  nothing 
to  jeopardize  it.  I  would  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  say  whether  the  Government  will 
agree  to  the  modification  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  will  accept  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru. 

Mr.  MUBBAY.— I  wish  to  state  that,  in 
making  so  large  a  modification  of  the  contractf, 
we  are  perhaps  doing  an  injustice  to  other  oon- 
tractors  with  whom  it  might  be  possible  to  make 
arrangements.  I  have  to-day  received  the  follow- 
ing telegram  firom  the  A.S.N.  Company : — 

"Moufication  too  favorable  to  company  for 
seven  years.    Should  be  open  to  public  contract.'' 

An  erroneous  impression  might  be  conveyed  by 
what  has  been  said  by  some  honorable  members 
as  to  the  doing  away  of  the  coastal  service  being 
a  saving  to  the  colony  of  that  portion  of  the 
subsidy.  I  would  point  out  that  letters  will  still 
have  to  be  sent  by  Suez ;  therefore  all  that  is 
struck  off  must  not  be  put  to  the  credit  of  the 
San  Francisco  Service. 

Mr.  JOYCE. — I  have  an  amendment  to  pro« 
pose.  It  is  this:  That  this  Committee  is  of 
opinion  that  no  modification  of  the  existing  con- 
tract which  would  dispense  with  the  coastal 
service  would  be  satisfactory  to  New  Zealand; 
and  that  the  Company  be  required  to  fulfil  its 
engagements  subject  to  the  modification,  if  it  can 
be  agreed  to,  of  substituting  the  Bay  of  Islands 
for  Auckland  as  the  port  of  call.  In  proposing 
that  amendment,  I  desire  to  say  that,  if  we  part 
with  the  coastal  service  as  it  is  now  carried  on, 
we  shall  part  with  one  of  the  greatest  advantages 
to  be  denved  by  the  colony  from  taking  up  the 
San  Francisco  service  at  all.  It  was  taken  up  to 
promote  intercourse  with  America,  in  the  expec- 
tation of  a  large  trade  arising.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  will  ever  lead  to  that,  but  this  lost  con- 
tract has  not  been  in  operation  long  enough  to 
determine  the  question.  We  have  had  some  slight 
indications  of  a  trade  arising ;  for  I  noticed,  in 
the  manifest  of  the  last  steamer  published  in  the 
newspapers,  that  this  colony  was  supplied  with  a 
quantity  of  onions  and  apples  from  San  Fran- 
cisco. That  certainly  does  not  indicate  a  larm 
and  important  trade ;  but  it  is  a  beginning,  at  Si 
events.  If  we  part  with  our  coastal  service,  wo 
shall  part  with  the  kernel  of  the  nut,  and  havo 
nothing  left  but  the  shell.  It  would  not  lead  to 
the  opening  of  a  lAi|[e  trade  if  we  merely  sent 
our  letters  up  to  the  Bav  of  Islands  to  catch  the 
steamers  as  they  passea,  and  it  would  be  very 
inconvenient  to  passengers.  I  shall  therefore 
propose  this  amendment.  I  think  it  would  have 
been  a  much  better  position  for  the  Government 
to  have  taken  up  to  have  said  that  the  servioe 
was  on  its  trial,  that  the  time  might  come  when 
it  should  cease  and  determine,  and  to  put  the 
question  to  this  House:  Shall  we  let  it  deter- 
mine if  the  contractors  insist  upon  what  they  now 
demand  P  However,  the  Govemment  have  not 
chosen  to  take  that  course,  and,  as  the  nearest 


di2 


San  Franeiico 


[HOXISB.] 


Mail  Service, 


[Oct.  18 


approach  to  it,  I  shall  propose  the  amendment 
which  I  have  read. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD. — ^I  beg  to  mo^e,  as  an  amend- 
menti  That  in  any  modified  contract  a  condition 
be  inserted  bj  which  anj  one  of  the  three  con- 
tracting parties  can  terminate  the  contract  by 
S Lying  two  years'  notice  of  their  intention  to 
o  so.  The  Postmaster-General,  as  usual,  has 
made  a  blunder  in  accepting  the  amendments  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Fort  Chalmers  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Timaru.  There  being 
three  contracting  parties  in  this  case,  he  imme- 
diately jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be 
quite  fair  that  one  of  these  parties  should  hare 
the  power  to  determine  the  contract  at  three 
months'  notice.  But  he  does  not  see  the  neces- 
sity for  giying  the  same  right  to  all  the  others. 
When  we  take  in  hand  to  deal  with  a  matter  like 
this,  we  should  certainly  giye  each  of  the  three 
contracting  parties  equal  powers  with  regard  to 
determining  the  contract. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Although  I  would  Uke  to 
supporU  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wallace,  yet  1  feel  that,  if  it  were  carried,  we 
should  be  damning  the  seryice  altogether.  We 
haye  sufficient  eyidence  before  us  in  the  corre- 
spondence to  show  that  the  contractors  cannot 
carry  on  the  contract  if  they  are  compelled  to 
continue  the  coastal  seryice.  I  am  thoroughly 
satisfied  that  the  San  Francisco  Seryice  is  the  best 
we  can  possibly  get  for  the  colony;  and  if  the 
resolutions  as  proposed  are  carried,  and  the  con- 
tractors and  the  Kow  South  Wales  Goyemment 
agree  to  them,  the  only  cost  to  the  country  will 
be  £6,000  for  the  current  year.  Eyery  year  the 
cost  will  be  becoming  less ;  and  I  beliere  that  in 
eighteen  months  or  two  years  we  shall  haye 
nothing  to  p^  at  all,  as  the  postoges  will  pay 
the  subsidy.  With  regard  to  the  remark  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Nelson  (Mr.  Curtis)  that 
it  is  not  adyisable  to  bind  the  Gt>yemment,  I 
think  we  should  merely  express  our  opinion,  and, 
if  the  Goyernment  find  it  necessary  to  deyiate 
firom  it,  I  would  not  object  to  their  doing  so  to  a 
small  extent.  If  it  were  necessary  to  go  beyond 
the  amount  fixed  by  £1,000,  £2,000,  or  eyen 
£6,000, 1  think  the  Goyemment  should  take  the 
responsibility  on  their  own  shoulders,  trusting  to 
be  mdemnified  afterwards  by  the  Legislature.  I 
trust  the  honorable  member  for  Wallace  will  not 
press  his  amendment.  If  it  is  carried,  we  know 
perfectly  well  that  it  will  haye  the  effect  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  seryice  altogether.  If 
the  honorable  member  is  candid,  he  will  confess 
that  that  is  his  object. 

Mr.  JOYCE.— I  do  not  see  why  I  should 
regard  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
as  my  father  confessor. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Eeynolds  be  inserted;" 
upon  which  a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         67 

Noes         6 


Mnjority  for 
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Ath. 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Doughis, 
Mr.  FLsher, 
Mr.  Fitrroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Limisden, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 


Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Nahe, 
Ormond, 
Pearce, 
Pyke, 

Bicliardson, 
Bichmond, 
BoUeston, 
Bowe, 
Seymour, 
Sharp, 
Sheenan, 
Shrimski, 
Stafford, 
Steyens, 
Swanson, 
Takamoana, 
Tawiti, 
Tesohemaker, 
Tole, 
Tribe, 
Wakefield, 
Wason, 
Whitaker, 
Williams, 
W.Wood, 
Woolcock. 
Tellers, 
Macfarlane, 
Beynolds. 
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Mr.  De  Lautonr, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Thomson. 


For, 
Mr.  Bastings, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Stout. 


Tellers. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Joyce. 

Paibs. 

Againet, 
\  Ut,  Tonks, 


Mr.  Bunny, 
I  Mr.  Cox, 

I  Mr.  Sharp, 

I  Captain  Bussell. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.  — I  trast  the  honorable 
member  for  Brace  will  not  press  his  amendment 
that  the  word  "  Wellington,"  be  substituted  for 
the  word  "  Auckland,'"  That  would  make  a 
difierence  of  from  48  to  60  hours  to  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  in  the  deliyery  of  their  mails. 
That  being  the  case,  I  do  not  think  we  should 
pass  that  amendment.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  Auckland  has  a  yery  fine  harbour,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  well  were  we  to  diyide  our 
fayours,  and  not  centre  all  the  expenditare  in 
Wellington. 

Mr.  MUNTEB.— I  think  the  object  is  to  seeun 
a  seryice  that  would  be  of  the  greatest  adyantage 
to  the  whole  colony,  and  under  all  the  circam- 
stences  I  think  that  Auckland  should  continue  to 
be  the  port  of  call  for  the  mail  steamers. 

Mr.  Murray's  amendment  was  ne^tiyed. 

Mr.  Stefibrd's  amendment  proyiding  that  it 
should  be  optional  with  the  contractors  whether 
the  Bay  of  Islands  or  Auckland  should  be  th« 
port  of  call,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Curtis'e  amendment  was  negatived. 
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Mr.  RBTNOLDS.— I  move,  m  an  amendment 
to  the  third  paragraph  <*That  the  words  "  £7,500  " 
be  ftmck  out,  and  "  £10,000  '*  inserted  in  lieu 
thereof.  I  think  that  even  if  we  do  this,  the  New 
South  Wales  GoTemment  will  still  ha^e  the  best 
of  the  bargain. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  question  ; "  upon 
which  a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         48 

Noes         16 


Majority  for 


Hajor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baiffent» 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  JDonglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  FiUroY, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Henr J, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthottse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  a.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Be  Lautour, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
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Ates. 


Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Steyens, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Tesohemaker, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Wooloook. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Maofarlane, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Reynolds. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  Stafford's  amendment,  relatiTC  to  respective 
reduotions  to  be  made  for  calling  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  or  Auckland,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Sir,!  will  point  out,  with 
reference  to  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Mataura,  that  it  will,  if  carried,  give  the 
oonferaotora  enormous  power.  They  would  con- 
aider  it  optional  whether  they  should  do  their 
work  or  not.  We-  hare  got  the  serrice  at  a  price 
which  I  do  not  think  is  yery  high.  If  we  giye 
an  option  without  any  penalty,  depend  upon  it  we 
ahall  reoeiye  a  notice  within  a  week,  or  possibly 
within  twenty-four  hours  to  conclude  the  eeryice. 

Mr.  WHITAKSR.^In  reality  the  amendment 
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of  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
would  put  an  end  to  the  contract,  because  it  is 
not  at  all  improbable  that  we  should  recoiye  the 
notice  to-morrow  morning,  as  pointed  out  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  Company  want  to 
make  certain  modifications,  and  it  is  quite  com- 
petent for  the  colony,  under  these  circumstances, 
to  secure  terms  fayourable  to  itself  if  it  can  do 
so.  If  the  twelye  months'  notice  is  too  short,  I 
will  willingly  alter  it  to  two  years.  I  do  not 
think  there  need  be  any  foar  of  the  Company 
wishing  to  bring  the  contract  to  a  termination  so 
speedify.  They  baye  their  boats  on  the  line,  and, 
after  the  objections  taken  by  the  House  last  ses- 
sion about  the  extension  of  the  contract  from  six 
to  eight  years,  the  proposition  of  the  member  for 
Bruce  should  be  accepted.  There  can  be  no  rea- 
son to  anticipate  that  the  Company  will  be  at  all 
anxious  to  put  a  stop  to  the  contract  because  of 
such  a  provision.  I  therefore  think  the  Govern* 
ment  would  be  wanting  in  their  duty  if  they  do 
not  accept  such  a  modification  as  this.  I  wish  of 
course  to  leave  all  responsibility  with  the  Govern* 
ment,  but  at  the  same  time  we  should  indicate 
what  our  ideas  are  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  WHITAKBR.— If  these  resolutions  are 
passed  to-night,  I  propose  to  telegraph  them 
to-morrow  morning  to  the  New  South  Wales 
Government,  and  to  the  contractors ;  and  if  we 
add  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers,  it  will  be  tantamount  to  saying 
that  we  wish  to  throw  up  the  contract. 

Mr.  BURNS.— I  think  it  right  that  there 
should  be  some  stipulation  such  as  that  suggested 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chahnen. 
Before  two  years  are  over  we  shall  have  a  steam 
line  by  way  of  the  Cape,  which  may  be  as  service- 
able to  New  Zealand  as  the  San  Francisco  line, 
and,  if  the  Company  are  anxious  to  make  modifi- 
cations, we  should  have  the  privilege  of  making 
modifications  too. 

Mr.  RE  YNOLDS.— I  have  it  on  good  authority 
that  within  eighteen  months,  or  possibly  twelve 
months,  a  company  will  be  formed  to  run  a  line 
of  steamers  between  Wellington  and  London  by 
way  of  the  Cape.  That  being  the  case,  we  should 
not  bind  ourselves  for  such  a  long  period  as  seven 
years.  The  Company,  I  am  sure,  will  agree  to 
this  condition,  otherwise  I  would  not  propose 
it.  If  the  Postmaster-General  had  taken  proper 
steps  to  inform  himself  of  the  views  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Government,  I  have  no  doubt 
we  should  have  saved  £10,000,  and  would  have 
had  these  conditions  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  means 
that  as  long  as  the  contractors  make  money  they 
are  to  keep  on  the  contract ;  but  as  soon  as  they 
lose  they  are  to  stop.  That  would  certainly  be  a* 
nice  arrauf^ement  for  the  colony. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  feel  inclined  to  support 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  j  but  I 
think  the  feeling  of  the  Committee  is  that  we 
should  give  two  years'  nottce.  I  think,  however, 
that  if  the  amendment  is  to  be  agreed  to,  it 
should  be  framed  so  as  to  give  all  the  contracting 
partiet  the  right  to  terminate  the  contract. 
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Mr.  W.  WOOD.— That  iras  the  object  of  my 
amendment,  and  that  is  the  only  dUtmction  be- 
tween  it  and  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Fort  Chalmers. 

Mr.  W.  Wood's  amendment  and  Mr.  Key- 
nolds*B  amendment  put  and  negatired. 

Mr.  MUKBAY.— I  think  seven  years  is  too 
long  a  time  for  the  continuance  of  this  contract. 
I  shall  therefore  propose.  That  any  modified  con- 
tract shall  contain  a  provision  by  which  either 
the  Government  or  the  Company  may,  at  the  end 
of  five  years,  terminate  the  contract. 

Mr.  BEES.— I  do  not  think  it  would  be  right, 
either  to  the  Company  or  to  the  colony,  to  idter 
the  terms  of  the  contract  in  this  way,  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  Supposing  the  contractors  did 
such  a  thing?  We  might  find  ourselves  with- 
out a  mail  service  at  all,  and,  if  the  colony 
does  it,  the  contractors  may  be  put  to  enormous 
loss.  There  ought  to  be  fair  notice  on  either 
side. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— If  the  honorable  gentleman 
wishes  that,  I  have  no  objection;  but  I  think 
provision  would  be  certain  to  be  made  in  any 
arrangement.  Aj9  a  matter  of  business,  the  Qo- 
Temment  would  stipulate  for  such  a  provision. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— I  think  the  inteiosto  of  the 
other  parties  to  the  contract  should  not  be  ig- 
nored  by  the  House,  and  everything  left  lor  them 
to  obtain  themselves. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  honorable  gentleman 
seems  to  think  that  the  interests  of  the  Company 
should  not  be  ignored.  We  have  a  contract  at 
the  present  time.  We  say,  ''  Carry  out  that  con- 
tract," and  the  contractors  say  they  cannot  unless 
it  is  modified;  and  then  we  say,  ''Yery  well, 
these  are  the  terms  on  which  we  will  agree  to 
modify  the  contract."  The  Committee  having 
rejected  the  proposal  for  two  years'  notice,  I  trust 
they  will  accept  the  amendment  o£  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce. 

Mr.  REES.— I  move.  Sir,  That  the  words 
"subject  to  one  year's  notice  beins  given  on 
either  side "  be  added  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Bruce's  amendment. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  think,  if  we  make 
the  contract  too  stringent,  we  may  lead  to  a  diffi- 
culty, or  to  a  breach  of  faith.  I  think  five  years 
is  long  enou||b.  At  the  same  time,  if  the  Go- 
Temment  of  New  South  Wales  and  our  Govern- 
ment could  not  agree  to  it,  I  would  be  willing  to 
keep  the  contract  as  it  is. 

Mr.  WHITAKBR.— I  think  it  wiU  be  hardly 
worth  while  to  carry  out  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  original  motion  as 
amended  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  reported  to  the  House. 
On  the  question,  That  it  bis  read  a  second  time, 
.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  wish  to  have  it  recorded 
that  I  dissent  entirely  from  the  course  that  has 
been  adopted.  In  the  first  place,  I  object  alto- 
gether to  the  Government  not  accepting  the 
proposition  made  some  months  ago.  Consider- 
ing the  actioh  taken  by  the  House  last  session 
on  this  subject,  I  think  it  has  displayed  a  great 
deal  of  inconsistency  in  refusing  to  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce. 


Mr.  MURRAY.— I  think  the  Oommitiee  wa* 

rather  misled  by  the  Fostmaater-General.  If  we 
dispense  with  the  San  Erancisoo  Service  alto- 
gether, the  total  cost  by  the  Suez  line  would  then 
only  be  £16,896. 

Resolution  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to^ 
"  That  in  the  event  of  the  contractors  for  the  San 
Francisco  Mail  Service  being  .desiroaa  of  modi- 
fying the  conditions  of  their  contract,  and  in  the 
event  of  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
deeming  it  expedient  that  the  contract  should  be 
modified,  this  House  would  consent  to  such 
modification  on  the  following  terms : — (I.)  That 
tlie  service  be  direct  from  San  Francisco  to  Syd- 
ney, calling  at  Honolulu  and  at  Auckland,  or  at 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  at  the  option  of  the  contrac- 
tors. (2.)  That  the  coastal  service  be  performed 
by  the  Company  by  ten-knot  boate,  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Government.  (3.)  That  the 
share  of  New  Zealand  oontribution  to  the  sub- 
sidy be  reduced  by  £7,600  if  calling  at  Auckland, 
or  £10,000  if  calling  at  the  Bay  of  Islands." 

ABOLITION. 

DSBATB  BBSUICED. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  am  aware  that  the 
House  regrets  that  -this  debate  has  arisen,  and  I 
think  the  House  further  regrets  that  the  despatch 
vras  laid  on  the  table,  and  perhaps  more  strongly 
that  the  despatch  was  ever  written  at  all.  Bnt 
it  having  been  written,  it  having  been  laid  on 
the  table,  and  having  become  the  property  of  the 
House,  I  do  not  see  how  the  House  can  escape 
from  the  necessity  of  taking  oosnixanoe  of  it  in  a 
way  that  such  cognisance  will  appear  on  the 
records  of  the  House.  I  cannot  understand  the 
squeamishness  of  some  honorable  members  in 
this  House  in  regard  to  every  allosion  to  Her 
Majesty's  representative  in  this  colony.  I  can 
imagine  a  possibility  that  might  arise  in  the  ■ 
colony,  in  which  and  upon  whii^  it  might  be  the 
duty  of  the  representative  House  to  oonsnlt  Her 
Majesty,  and  ask  that  her  representative  might  be 
recalled.  In  such  a  case  it  would  be  impossible 
to  do  so  if  the  action  of  Her  Miyesty's  repre- 
sentative was  not  to  be  discussed  in  tms  House. 
I  am  aware  that  a  line  has  been  drawn  between 
the  action  of  the  representative  of  Her  Majesty 
in  regard  to  his  Responsible  Ministers,  and 
in  regard  to  his  position  as*  responsible  to 
the  Crown  only;  and  no  doubt,  in  the  matter 
under  consideration  at  the  present  time,  we 
are  considering  a  despatch  for  which  the  re- 
presentative of  tha  Crown  is  responsible  to  the 
Crown  only.  I  can  fancy  that  a  case  might  arise 
in  which  the  representative  of  Her  Mjyesty 
might,  unfortunately,  lend  himself  to  a  scheme  of 
great  magnitude  hj  which,  with  the  assistanoe  of 
his  Responsible  Mmisters,  he  might  hope  to  build 
up  a  monopoly  in  which  he  might  be  a  great 
gainer,  and  in  such  a  case  it  would  be  right  for 
this  House  to  consider  such  action  and  make  sodi 
representations  with  regard  te  it  as  we  should 
think  fit.  We  all  acknowledge  that  the  despatch 
under  consideration  is  ill-advised,  and  I  think 
there  is  one  special  point  which  is  ill-advised  and 
which  has  not  been  alluded  to  yet,  that  is  the 
extreme  impolicy  of  it ;  because  no  one  can  deny 
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for  a  moment  that  the  member  for  the  Thames 
hae  a  greater  following  in  this  oolony^  than  any 
other  one  man  in  it,  and  any  direct  insult  oflbred 
by  any  one,  be  he  high  or  be  he  loir,  to  that 
honorable  member,  is  taken  up  far  more  strongly 
hj  those  who  follow  him  than  by  himself.  The 
insnlts  thrown  upon  the  Superintendent  of  Otago 
•nd  the  Superintendent  of  Auckland  by  the 
Oorercment,  and  upon  one  of  them  in  this  de- 
apateh,  are  caloulated  to  exasperate  the  people  of 
the  North  and  South,  and  to  make  them  forget,  if 
possible,  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  Grown. 
sir,  it  would  have  been  wise  if  Ministers,  in 
adrising  His  Bxoellenoy,  or  in  the  part  which 
they  took  themseWes  in  this  transaction  —  I 
■ay  it  would  haye  been  wise  of  them  to  re- 
member that  a  large  minority  in  this  House  must 
necessarily  represent  a  very  large  section  of  the 
public.  Many  of  us  are  of  opinion  that  the 
minority  in  this  House  represent  the  majority 
outside  the  House ;  but,  assuming  that  it  does 
not,  we  must  admit  that  the  minority  in  this 
House  is  a  sufficiently  large  one  to  represent  a 
▼exy  large  portion  of  the  inhabitante  of  this 
colony.  It  is,  therefore,  madness  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  go  on  heaping  insults  upon  the  minority. 
I  am  aware  that  a  division  on  a  late  occasion  was 
taken  adyantage  of  to  show  that  the  country  is 
against  the  policy — is  very  largely  against  the 
policy  which  is  now  under  consideration;  but 
Ministers  ruthlessly  ignore  the  fact  that  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Opposition  either  refused 
to  vote,  or  went  into  the  lobby,  with  them  on  that 
occasion,  so  that  there  might  not  be  a  shadow  of 
imputation  cast  upon  them  as  in  any  way  obstruct- 
ing the  Gk>vemment.  The  division  on  the  Coun- 
ties Bill  was  no  criterion  of  the  feeling  of  members, 
no  indication  of  approval  of  the  county  system 
as  against  the  provincial  system.  It  was  not  right 
to  mislead  the  Secretary  of  State  as  he  has  been 
misled  b^  the  Qovemment  claiming  a  majority  of 
votes  as  in  favour  of  the  Abolition  policy.  For 
these  reasons  I  shall  move,  as  an  amendment, 
That  this  House  regrets  that  the  despatch  from 
His  Bxcellency  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  of  the  2ist  June,  1876,  laid  upon  the  table 
bj  Ministers  last  night,  is  ill-advised. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — Sir,  the  amendment  which  has 
been  moved  gives  me  the  opportunity  of  making 
■ome  reply  to  what,  I  think,  is  the  very  unsatis- 
flietory  line  of  conduct  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment m  reference  to  the  despatch  of  which  I  have 
made  complaint.  I  would  ask  this  House  to  con- 
iider  that  the  despatch  I  speak  of  was  addressed 
by  tiie  Governor  of  this  country  to  Her  Majesty's 
Mnoipal  Seoretai7  of  State,  for  Her  Majesty's  in- 
formation ;  that  it  contained  a  private  letter, 
written  by  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Auckland 
to  the  Governor's  Private  Secretaiy,  meant  for 
the  Govemor^s  private  eye,  the  expression  being, 
"  You  can  show  it  to  Lord  Normanby  if  you 
think  fit."  That,  Sir,  is  the  expression  used  in 
that  letter.  Well,  this  document  was  sent  Home 
by  the  Governor  to  the  Seeretary  of  State.  It  is 
made  a  part  of  the  public  records  in  England, 
liable  to  be  produced  in  centuries  to  come.  That 
private  letter  has  been  made  the  basis  on  which 
the  moat  wuiom  iMoiisationt  wert  leyelled  against 


myself,  in  language  of  no  ordinary  kind — in  lan- 
guage such  as  I  have  never  seen  previously,  I 
think,  in  a  State  document — in  language  such  as 
I  think  I  hare  never  seen  before  come  from  a 
person  holding  such  an  exalted  position  as  the 
writer  of  that  despatch  holds.  Now,  according  to 
all  the  rules  of  justice  and  courtesy — ^I  mean  the 
barest  justice  to  the  poorest  of  "Her  Majesty's 
subjects — the  letter  wldch  was  made  the  ground 
of  these  accusations  against  myself  ought  to  hare 
been  forwarded  to  me  for  my  reply.  That  letter 
related  to  a  conversation  stated  to  hare  been  held 
with  me  at  least  twelve  months  previously.  The 
writer  admitted  that  he  was  himself  doubtful  as 
to  the  precise  words  of  that  conversation,  as  any 
man  must  have  been  after  the  lapse  of  sach  an 
interval  of  time.  As  for  myself  I  do  not  recollect 
anything  about  it  as  it  is  stated  hero.  The  words, 
in  the  order  and  connection  in  which  they  are 
put,  were  not  used  in  that  order  and  connection 
by  myself.  After  I  had  denied  the  accuracy  of 
the  charges  mode  against  me,  the  simple  reply  I 
received  was  insult  added  to  insult.-  The  House 
was  told  by  the  Premier  that,  had  I  not  known 
that  the  accusations  contained  in  that  letter  were  ' 
true,  they  would  not  have  heard  from  me  the 
speech  that  I  had  made.  That  was  after  my  own 
denial  of  the  accusation,  and  after  some  one  or 
two  other  speakers  also  denied  it  on  their  own 
behalf.  That  gentleman  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
Governor  of  this  colony  ;  he  spoke  in  his  name. 
I  regret  that  such  a  line  of  conanct  should  have 
been  pursued.  So  much  malevolence  was  ex< 
hibited  by  the  honorable  member  who  was  repre- 
senting the  Gk>vemor,  that  when  he  read  from  my 
letter  one  extract,  putting  his  own  interpretation 
on  it,  he  refused,  even  at  my  earnest  request,  to 
read  a  further  extract  which  explained  it.  I  be- 
lieve, Sir,  that  probably  so  wrong  an  act  as  one  in- 
dividual bringing  against  another  an  accusation  so 
unjust  and  so  uncourteons  was  never  before  com- 
mitted in  any  Assembly.  The  charges  were  two. 
One  charge  made  in  this  despatch,  in  very  strong 
language  indeed,  is  to  this  effect :  that,  when  the 
resolution  in  favour  of  abolition  had  been  passed 
by  the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland,  it  "  was 
only  rescinded  next  day  by  a  majority  of  one,  at 
the  direct  instigation  and  dictation  of  Sir  Georee 
Ghrey  himself."  The  House  has  heard  this  night 
from  three  gentlemen  a  direct  and  positive  refu- 
tation of  that  statement  and  of  that  accusation. 
The  gentleman  who  proposed  the  resolution  has 
told  tne  House  that  he  had  never  seen  me  when 
he  did  it.  The  gentleman  who  is  next  mainly 
concerned,  assured  the  House  that,  at  the  time  he 
did  this,  he  had  never  conversed  with  me  upon 

Eubltc  affaun  at  alL  Another  gentleman  pledged 
is  word  also  to  the  House  that  this  statement  is 
positively  untrue.  Yet,  Sir,  that  having  been  so 
conclusively  proved  by  the  mouth  of  three  wit- 
nesses, and  three  witnesses  who  must  have  been 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  no  expression  of  regret  on  behalf  of 
the  Governor  iias  been  made  by  his  Responsible 
Advisers.  They  have  remained  in  doggea  silence, 
triumphing,  I  may  say,  over  the  wicked  action 
they  have  performed.  I  think,  Sir,  such  a  pro- 
ceeding wul  appear  to  be  almost  inerediblO' 
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What  was  said  in  reference  to  that,  and  in  refer- 
ence to  t)ie  other  accusatione  made  against  me  ? 
I  was  told  simply  that  tlie  ordinary  sources  of 
redress  were  open  to  me  if  X  desired  them.  Now, 
when  that  was  stated,  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  stated  it  must  have  known  that  he  was 
stating  that  wliich  was  not  the  case ;  that  he  was 
deliberately  making  a  statement  contrary  to  &ct, 
which  must  haye  misled  this  House  and  the 
country.  What  poor  redress  was  left  to  me  in 
regard  to  Great  Britain?  What  redress  have  I 
now  against  the  impression  which  has  been  created 
there  r  Was  anything  more  manifestly  unjust  erer 
before  said  P  Any  indiridual  who  chooses  to  throw 
aside  all  the  rules  which  men  generally  follow 
with  regard  to  justice,  with  regaxd  to  what  is 
really  the  fact — ^I  say  any  man  who  chooses  to 
Tiolate  those  rules,  and  to  stand  up  boldly  and 
make  what  assertions  he  pleases,  of  course  passes 
our  control.  There  are  no  means  of  dealing  with 
such  persons,  except  leaying  them  to  that  public 
reprobation  which  I  hare  no  doubt  will  &11  upon 
them.  Then  another -accusation  was  made  against 
me,  which  was  to  this  effect :  I  was  distinctly 
charged,  in  words,  with  baring  been  the  first  to 
spread  a  report  of  the  most  malicious  character. 
What  redress  is  now  left  to  me  against  an  accusa- 
tion of  that  kind?  How  can  I,  under  such 
circumstances,  hope  to  obliterate  from  the  minds 
of  those  at  Home  the  impression  that  must  have 
been  created.  Some  months  must  now  elapse 
before  any  letter  I  can  address  could  reach  such 
persons.  For  that  also,  on  the  part  of  the 
Gk)Temor,  no  single  word  of  regret  has  been  ex- 
pressed P  I  would  ask,  Sir,  how  they  pretend  to 
luttify  those  proceedings  on  their  ps^,  and  what 
has  been  said  by  themselves.  Sir,  I  would  call 
your  attention  even  to  this :  that  whilst  pleading 
against  injustice  done  me,  that  I  may  see  the 
contempt  with  which  I  am  treated,  the  Prime 
Minister  deliberately  reads  a  newspaper,  and  will 
not  listen  to  the  defence  I  make,  thus  violating 
the  rules  of  this  House,  the  rules  of  courtesy,  and, 
I  must  say,  all  rules  of  fairness,  in  the  manner 
he  always  does.  The  accusation  is  first  that  I  ad- 
dressed a  letter  direct  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  haye  a  right  so  to  do.  I  have  been  told  that 
such  a  letter  must  go  through  the  hands  of  the 
GoTcmor  if  I  expect  attention  to  be  paid  to  it. 
Ifow,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  letter  I  wrote  at  the 
time  that  the  matter  on  which  I  addressed  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  urgent ;  and  1  belieyed, 
when  I  wrote  that  letter,  that  delay  would  take 
place  in  transmitting  it  to  Her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters and  to  the  Qae en,  in  order  that  advice  might 
be  taken  from  the  Governor's  Ministers,  which, 
I  submit,  no  rule  of  etiquette  or  custom  of  the 
service  rendered  necessary  to  be  taken.  Ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  service,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  to  have  transmitted  my 
letter  with  such  remarks  from  himself  as  he 
thought  necessary.  I  furnished  him  with  a  copy 
of  the  letter  for  that  express  purpose.  He  could 
have  easily  done  it ;  and  by  next  ^ail  Ministers 
could  have  forwarded  any  report  they  pleased. 
As  Superintendent  of  the  province,  I  was  in  no 
way  bound  to  send  my  letter  through  them,  or  to 
recognise  them  in  any  way  whatever  j  and  that 


they  know  perfectly  well.  The  letter  I  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  was  one  to  which  an 
immediate  reply  was  required,  for  many  reasons. 
It  was  not  only  required  on  account  of  the  ques- 
tion I  raised  about  the  Queen's  ships,  but  I  raised 
most  important  legal  questions  upon  points  re- 
garding which  this  House  ought  to  receive  infor- 
mation. Had  the  delay  not  taken  place  in  the 
transmission  of  my  letter,  whioh  resulted  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  Governor,  there  is  no  doubt  a 
reply  micht  have  reached  the  colony  before  this 
time,  and  this  House  would  have  been  in  posses- 
sion of  an  opinion  which  they  ought  to  have  been 
put  in  possession  of  long  since— the  opinion  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown.  On  that  point 
I  say  further,  Sir,  that  the  Governor  himself 
returned  no  proper  replv  to  me.  The  question 
that  I  raised  was  that  warnings  were  in 
circulation  in  several  parts  of  the  colony  that 
the  Queen's  vessels  were  to  be  employed  against 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  here  in  the  event  of  ady 
difficulty  taking  place  between  themselves  and 
the  Colonial  Government.  It  was  said  that  I 
must  have  imagined  them  to  be  mad — either 
that  one  should  advise  the  employment  of  the 
Queen's  vessels  or  forces  against  Her  Majesty'e 
subjects  here,  or  that  the  other  would  have 
taken  the  advice.  I  say.  Sir,  that  when  that 
was  alleged  they  knew  perfectly  well  that 
they  were  misleading  the  Home  authorities. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  upon  a  very 
minor  occasion  indeed  in  this  colony,  when  a 
very  partial  disturbance  took  plaoe,  they  did 
embarx  Her  Miyesty's  troops  on  bowrd  a  man* 
of-war,  and  did  deliberately  intend  to  use  that 
man-of-war  and  Her  Majesty's  forces  against  the 
Queen's  European  subjects  in  this  coun&y.  Th^ 
knew  that,  but  they  concealed  the  fisct.  Aai, 
Sir,  if  thev  did  not  intend  so  to  use  the  Queen's 
troops  and  so  to  use  the  Queen's  vessels — ^I  use 
the  word  ''troops"  as  referring  to  the  marines 
as  an  armed  land  force — why  not  at  once  have 
given  me  the  assurance  which  they  have  now 
given  P    I  think  no  sufficient  answer  has  been 

S*ven  to  that.  Again,  the  excuse  made  to  me 
r  detaining  from  me  the  knowledge  of  what 
the  Governor  had  written  regarding  myself  on 
the  information  which  he  had  received,  was  that 
he  was  anxious  to  wait  until  he  had  received  an 
answer  from  Home,  in  order  that  he  might  lay 
the  whole  subject  before  this  Parliament  at  once. 
I  say  this  is  no  correct  answer.  I  say  they  knew 
when  they  stated  that,  that  they  were  alleging  a 
flimsy  excuse  which  they  knew  was  not  a  fiset. 
Except  for  the  very  late  period  this  Parliament 
has  been  kept  in  session  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  them  to  have  done  that  There  was 
every  probability  in  the  world,  when  this  letter 
was  written  in  the  month  of  June,  that  Parlia* 
ment  would  not  have  been  in  session  when  the  repfy 
was  received,  and  they  deliberately  attempted 
to  mislead  this  House  and  the  country  in  making 
the  statement  which  they  did  upon  that  subject. 
They  knew  well  that  the  reply  could  not  have 
been  received  in  time,  and.  Sir,  in  truth  that  was 
no  answer  at  all.  What  reply  is  that  to  the 
izyury  that  has  been  done  to  me  at  Home  by  the 
despatch  they  have  lent  th6ie»  an  iiguiy  wan* 
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ton  in  iteelf,  and  one  Agtuut  which  it  wm  im- 
poMible  for  me  in  any  way  to  defend  myself? 
This  is  no  excuse  whatever,  and  I  belieye  they 
know  that.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  proceed- 
ings that  took  plaoe  in  this  Honse  the  other 
night,  which  enabled  me  to  insist  upon  the 
production  of  this  despatch  regarding  my- 
selfi  which  I  raspeoted  to  be  in  existence  from 
the  £sot  that  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  my 
letter,  leading  me  to  think  that  something  un- 
kind or  ungenerous  had  been  sent  Home  with 
xegard  to  myself— except  for  these  circumstances 
we  would  never  have  seen  the  letter  of  which  we 
are  now  in  possession.  I  haye  been  said  to  hare 
acted  wrongly  in  saying  that  I  have  been  sub- 
jected to  the  action  of  spies.  I  repeat  again  that 
such  undoubtedly  is  the  case.  Can  any  one  read 
the  telegrams  that  were  reoeired  by  the  Native 
Minister  from  the  Waikato,  and  those  letters 
which  were  sent  down,  and  say  that  they  did 
not  contain  exactly  just  such  accusations  as 
•pies  always  fiimish  to  tyrants — exactly  such 
accusations  as  are  never  made  against  a  free 
people  who  can  obtain  open  justice  and  redress  ? 
Again,  I  say,  in  the  case  of  this  very  letter,  the 
whole  thing  is  the  action  of  a  spy.  What  can  be 
the  action  of  a  spy  except  to  question  you  with- 
out warning  you  that  he  is  about  to  betray  any 
answer  you  may  make,  in  his  own  language,  to  a 
hiffher  power  ?  What  can  the  action  of  a  spy  be 
ouerwise  than  to  transmit  secretly  some  state- 
ment against  you  of  an  alleged  conversation  of 
which  you  have  no  knowledge,  to  the  PriTate 
Secretary  of  the  person  highest  in  authority  in 
the  country,  that  it  may  be  secretly  given  to  that 
person  ?  What  can  be  the  action  of  a  spy  but 
then  to  send  that  information  so  furnished  to  the 
penons  highest  in  authority  in  your  own  country 
—to  your  own  Sovereign  P  I  say  that,  through- 
oat»  the  whole  proceeding  has  been  such  as  is 
followed  by  spies — an  action  discreditable,  dis- 
honorable to  Uie  Ministry  here  who  have  borne 
m  part  in  it,  and  to  the  main  instigator  in  the 
case.  I  appeal  to  any  writer  upon  morals,  to  any 
miter  upon  history,  to  say  whether  these  actions 
mre  not  sudi  as  have  alwajrs  taken  place  where 
neople  hare  been  attempting  to  oppress  their 
xdlow-countrymen.  Look,  Sir,  at  the  history  of 
anoient  Borne.  Look  at  the  delatort  who  filled  the 
minds  of  the  Emperors  with  suspicions,  and  ad- 
Tanced  accusations  against  the  Senators,  and  see 
if  anything  worse  than  this  was  erer  done.  Sir,  it 
is  to  climb  the  baAstairs  of  Courts  to  fill  the  ears 
of  thoee  who  sit  to  role  their  fellow-men  with  the 
poison  of  malice,  to  instigate  them  against  those 
jon  treat  as  rivals,  and  who  you  know  are  ex- 
posing your  wTongAioings  to  your  fellow-country- 
men. Such,  I  say,  undoubtedly  is  the  fact  in  this 
oaee.  How  an  answer  can  be  returned  to  that  I 
know  not.  What  excuse  can  be  made  for  it  I  am 
incapable  of  oonceivinc.  Some  excuse  was  at- 
tempted to  be  made  lor  several  reasons  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City,  and  it 
was  with  regret  I  heard  some  things  he  said. 
He  instanced  my  recent  telegram  to  the  Secr9> 
tanr  of  State  as  something  similar  to  what  I 
■aid  was  done  in  Auckland  i  but  I  say  that 
that  was  no  excuse  for  the  prooeeding  of  the 


GbTcmment.  What  was  there  wrong  or  unbe- 
oomiog  in  that  telegram  itself?  I  had  been 
informed  in  June,  for  reasons  which  I  believed, 
and  from  persons  whom  I  believed,  and  through- 
out the  colony  warnings  had  been  spread,  that  the 
Queen's  vessels  were  going  to  be  used  against  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  in  the  same  manner  as  was  in- 
tended to  be  done  upon  a  previous  occasion.  I 
made  representations  upon  that  to  the  Governor, 
and  he  never  denied  the  thing  to  me — he  never 
told  me  I  was  mistaken ;  he  never  said  it  was  not 
to  be  the  case  ;  and  the  other  day,  before  I  sent 
that  telegram,  I  was  informed  that  the  same 
statements  were  made  openly  by  the  supporters 
of  the  Government  in  tms  city.  I  contend  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  it  was  my  duty  to 
state  to  the  Home  Gbvernment  the  fact  that 
such  warnings  were  still  in  circulation.  He  then 
went  on  to  state  that  I  could  not  have  believed 
that  disturbances  were  imminent.  I  state  that 
I  do  believe  that  disturbances  are  imminent,  and 
I  believe  it  is  himself  and  others  who  help  to 
render  such  disturbances  possible  and  probable. 
I  believe  he  is  the  individual,  and  those  who  are 
with  him  who  are  following  a  course  adverse 
to  the  interest  of  their  fellow-countrymen.  Be- 
lieving that  such  was  the  case,  I  did  my  duty  as 
a  good  subject  in  endeavouring  to  save  the  coun- 
try from  disturbances  which  threatened.  I  can- 
not think  that  he  could  conceive  in  his  own  mind, 
or  that  other  honorable  gentlemen  could  conceive, 
that  the  people  could  quietly  submit  to  see  the 
whole  of  their  revenues  taken  from  them,  to  find 
themselves  placed  in  an  inferior  position  to  their 
fellow-countrymen — ^to  find  that  institutions  to 
which  they  are  attached  are  in  their  belief  un- 
lawfully taken  away,  that  their  own  Provincial 
Legislatures  are  not  allowed  to  make  terms  with 
the  General  Government  as  to  the  conditions 
upon  which  they  will  give  up  their  powers.  I 
cannot  believe  that  men  should  be  subjected  to 
such  things,  and  that  no  danger  of  disturbance 
would  exist.  If  so,  then  I  can  only  say  that  the 
men  who  were  spoken  of  in  such  a  vray  are  defi- 
cient in  qualities  which  men  usually  prize.  I  say 
they  must  be  deficient  in  self-respect,  in  love  of 
liberty  ;  in  the  feeline  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
taxed  for  the  good  of  others,  and  not  for  them- 
selves ;  in  the  feeling  that  their  land  and  their 
revenues  ought  not  to  be  taken  firom  them  with- 
out their  own  consent;  in  the  feeling  that,  if 
they  have  prized  charters  given  to  them,  they 
ought  to  struggle  to  maintain  them.  I  judge 
of  my  fellow-men  very  differently  from  him. 
I  can  only  say  if  I  was  a  youth  in  New  Zea- 
land, such  feeungs  must  animate  my  mind ;  and 
I  believe  that  such  feelings  do  animate  many 
minds,  and  that  he  is  little  aware,  and  those 
who  act  with  him  are  little  aware,  in  the  injus- 
tice they  are  doing  to  their  fellow-countrymen,  of 
the  feefinss  of  bitterness  they  have  created,  and 
of  what  the  probable  outcome  of  such  feelings 
must  be.  We  were  told  it  was  absurd  to  say 
these  things  should  be  left  to  the  Provincuil 
Councils,  because  the  Provincial  Councils  could 
not  meet  again.  But  that  is  the  very  question.  I 
think,  and  many  others  think  with  me,  that  the 
Provincial  Councils  can  meet;  that  there  ii  no 
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Iftwfal  impediment  to  their  meeting.  I  tiiink, 
mod  many  others  think  with  me,  that  the  general 
law  of  the  Empire  ought  to  he  followed  out,  and 
that  Bach  Legislaturea  ought  not  to  be  destroyed 
without  their  own  consent.  I  belieye  that  in  the 
case  of  the  inhabitants  of  Auckland,  before  they 
consent  to  come  under  this  system  of  abolition 
as  it  is  termed — ^abolition  it  is  not,  for  such  a 
term  does  not  apply  to  what  is  about  to  be  done 
— before  they  come  nnder  the  new  form  of  go- 
vernment to  be  imposed  upon  them,  they  haro 
a  right  to  state  the  terms  upon  which  they 
will  do  s(^— that  they  will  have  compensation 
for  the  lands  and  revenue  of  which  they  are 
to  be  deprived,  and,  before  they  giye  up  the 
rights  they  have,  to  make  up  their  minds  as 
to  the  terms  upon  which  they  will  surrender 
those  rights,  or  whether  they  will  surrender  them 
at  all  or  not.  I  go  further,  and  say  that  so  great 
a  desire  to  acquire  these  rights  does  exist  in  the 
minds  of  certain  people  in  the  colony,  that  the 
people  of  Auckland  have  a  right  to  make  a  hard 
Dargain,  and  get  the  best  terms.  I  say  that  the 
attempts  of  that  honorable  gentleman  and  his 
friends  apparently  to  deprive  them  of  these  privi- 
leges are  the  attempts  of  cruel  men  wlio  do  not 
feel  for  their  fellow-countrymen  as  they  ought  to 
-feel.  Then  I  was  told  that  I  had  acted  wrongly 
in  seeking  the  interference  of  a  foreign  Power.  I 
wonder  so  little  shame  rests  on  men's  tongues 
that  they  can  ai)ply  such  terms  to  the  mother 
country.  A  foreign  Power!  The  Power  that 
gave  us  these  institutions,  and  that  took  such  care 
of  UB — ^is  that  a  foreign  Power  ?  The  Power  that 
has  a  right  to  protect  us  in  the  enjoyment  of 
these  institutions — is  that  a  foreign  Power  ?  They 
know  it  is  not  a  foreign  Power.  Was  it  to  a 
foreign  Power  they  addressed  this  despatch  to 
rain  me  if  they  could?  Was  that  a  foreign 
Power  P  No,  Sir,  they  knew  it  was  a  Power  that 
we  all  reverence— that  is  the  mother  of  us  all. 
And  that  is  the  Power  to  which  they  forwarded 
accusations  of  this  kind.  When  they  forward 
•Buoh  accusations  themselves,  they  call  it  then  a 
patriotic  Government,  and  a  Government  to  which 
we  always  look.  But  the  moment  we  seek  to  have 
our  rights  maintained  by  that  Power  whose  duty 
it  is  to  do  it,  it  is  a  foreign  Power,  and  we  are 
traitors  for  seeking  sympathy  there.  I  cannot 
understand  such  an  argument.  I  feel  that  we 
who  have  been  wronged,  as  the  people  in  the 
north  of  this  colony  have  been,  have  a  right  to 
appeal  to  the  Empire;  that  we  who  feel  that  the 
rignts  we  possess  are  being  unjustly  taken  from 
UB  by  men  in  power,  that  the  land  is  being  unjustly 
taken  from  the  Native  population  by  men  who 
desire  to  acquire  great  wealth  for  themselves — we 
who  believe  that  our  revenues  are  unjustly  spent 
— ^I  Bay  we  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  that  Power, 
and  to  seek  for  that  redress  which  is  denied  us 
here  i  and  the  very  fact  of  that  redress  being  bo 
denied  us  should  animate  our  minds  persistently 
to  go  to  the  source  of  justice  from  which  redress 
can  be  obtained,  and  to  seek  protection  from  vio- 
bnce  which  may  arise  in  this  country.  I  contend 
that  in  doing  my  utmost  to  prevent  vu^nce 
arising,  to  prevent  these  reports  oeing  droulated, 
these  threats  being  used,  I  was  the  real  lover  of 


peace— the  man  who  really  desired  to  eecnre  tor 
his  countrymen  the  posseflsion  of  those  rights  to 
which  they  are  entitied.  I  still  hope  that  this 
House  will  see  that  some  justice  is  done  in  thk 
case.  I  still  hope  that  they  will  determine  that  a 
document  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be  flent 
Home  secretly  against  a  lulow-subject  in  this 
country.  I  believe  that,  if  a  humble  petitioner 
had  laid  a  petition  on  the  table  of  this  House, 
complaining  of  such  a  thing  having  been 'done, 
and  it  had  gone  before  a  Oommittee,  universal 
indignation  would  have  been  felt  But  a  political 
opponent,  because  he  has  endeavoured  to  stop  the 
Government  in  a  career  which  he  believes  to  be 
wrong,  and  which  I  may  say  more  than  100,000 
people— perhaps  200,000  people— of  this  country 
believe  to  be  wrong,  because  he  crosses  their 
desire  to  do  that  which  they  consider  advan- 
tageous themselves  —  may  be  attacked  in  this 
manner  without  any  means  of  redress  what- 
ever. I  still  hope.  Sir,  that  the  House  will  see 
some  justice  done  in  this  Assembly.  Altogether, 
I  am  not  son*y  that  this  has  occurred,  because 
now  a  new  era  will  begin  to  dawn  upon  this 
countiT.  Many  men  will  now  feel  the  truth  of 
what  I  for  some  time  have  urged — ^that  our 
Governors  ought  not,  in  the  present  state  of  this 
country,  to  be  appointed  as  they  are  now.  A  man 
chosen  from  amongst  ourselves  would  never  have 
inflicted  this  wrong  upon  a  fellow-countryman.  A 
man  chosen  from  amongst  ourselves  would  have 
taken  care  that  a  Ministry  which  had  advised  him 
to  perpetrate  such  a  wrong,  and  had  offered  to 
assist  him  in  doing  it,  were  not  allowed  to  remain 
in  power  without  their  conduct  being  made  known 
to  this  Parliament.  I  say  that  if,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  this  fact  had  been  made 
known  to  this  House,  I  believe  the  ooune  of  the 
session  would  have  been  very  different  from  what 
it  has  been.  But,  Sir,  I  see  a  bright  future  aa4$- 
ing  out  of  the  mists  which  cloud  my  own  mind  at 
the  present  time,  and  out  of  the  wrongs  which 
this  country  is  suffering  under.  Out  of  that  vast 
expenditure  which  has  been  squandered  in  so 
reckless  a  manner,  out  of  all  those  disasters,  I  see 
a  bright  light  beginning  to  arise.  I  know  that 
there  will  be  a  change  in  our  form  of  govern- 
ment— that  an  end  must  shortly  come  to  this 
state  of  things.  The  money  b  now  neariy  at 
an  end;  and  when  that  money  is  finished, 
then  also  will  finish  that  power  which  has 
perpetrated  wrongs  of  this  land.  I  feel  cer- 
tain in  my  own  mind  that  this  very  document^ 
written  about  myself,  will  hereafter  become  in 
this  country  an  historical  document.  The  people 
will  traoe  from  a  wrong  of  this  kind  reforms 
which  will  be  beneficial  to  New  Zealand — clumges 
in  our  institutions  which  will  secure  the  happiness 
of  the  future  millions  who  are  to  inhabit  this 
country.  It  is  well  that  the  real  character  of 
the  men  who  are  doing  these  things  should  havs 
been  brought  to  light  as  they  have  been  in  Uie 
present  instance.  I  ho^e  the  House  will  rise  to 
a  oonsideration  of  what  it  ought  to  do  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  that  it  will  leave  an  example  behind 
it  which  wiU  testify  to  future  times  that  it  did 
not  fear  to  do  its  duty  against  the  frowns  of 
power,  and  that  ther«  are  in  it  men  capable  of  d6«> 
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temuning  that  justice  should  be  done,  and  that, 
whoeyer  the  offender  maj  be  who  has  wronged 
hie  fellow-man,  his  offeuoe  shall  be  stamped  with 
the  reprobation  it  undoubtedlj  descryes. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  words  'That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  leare  the  chair,  that  the  House 
may  go  into  Committee  of  Supply,'  proposed  to 
be  omitted,  do  stand  part  of  the  question ;"  upon 
which  a  difieion  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
XMult  :— 

Ayes         34 

Noes         26 


9 


Majority  for 

i 

AiJts. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Ballanoe, 

Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Barif , 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Sir  R.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Whitakcr, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Waiiams, 

Mr.  Hnrsthottse, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.Lamach, 

Tellsrs, 

Mr.  0.  McLean, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Pyke. 

Nc 

E8. 

Mr.  Baigent, 
3Ir.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  O'Rorke, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Rees, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.Hislop,. 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Thomson. 

Va. 

OS. 

For. 

AgainH. 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Mr.  Oarrington, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Oox, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Captain  Bussell, 

Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  Sharp. 

Mr.  Seaton. 

Th0  amendment  was  consequently  negatired. 

SAVSAUD. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  a  few  nights  ago  made  a  com- 
plaint with  regard  to  certain  discrepancies  in  the 
Mtauard  reports.  The  Chairman  of  the  Report- 
ing Debates  Committee  had  called  upon  the  chief 
of  the  reporting  staff  to  offer  an  explanation, 
And  that  explanation  was  embodied  in  the  follow- 
ing letter,  which  he  would  request  the  Clerk  to 
wSd4— 


"  Mansard  Ot&oe, 

"  13th  October,  1876. 

"  Sib, — In  regard  to  the  questions  raised  in  the 
Hou»e  on  Wednesday,  with  regard — (1.)  to  the 
omission  from  Hansard  of  any  report,  in  Commit- 
tee on  the  Education  Boards  Bill,  of  Mr.  Stafford's 
motion  for  the  addition  of  Mr.  Belfield's  name 
to  tlie  Canterbury  Board;  (2.)  to  the  omission 
from  Hansard  of  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Fitzroy  and 
Mr.  Whitaker  on  the  question  of  privilege  on  the 
29th  September;  and  (3.)  to  tho  correction  or  non- 
correction  of  Mr.  Wakefield's  speeches  on  the 
same  occasion, — ^I  haTo  the  honor  to  say, — 

"  (1.)  Amendments  of  Bills  in  Committee  are 
only  recorded  in  Hansard  when  a  division  is 
taken  ;  and  no  division  was  taken  on  Mr.  Stafford's 
motion,  therefore  it  was  not  recorded. 

"  (2.)  Mr.  Fitzroy 'sand  Mr.  Whitaker's  speeches 
were  accidentally  omitted.  I  took  these  speeches 
as  well  as  some  of  those  which  preceded  and  fol- 
io \red  them,  and  am  entirely  to  blame  for  their 
omission  ;  but  whether  in  the  hurry  of  business 
I  omittod  to  write  them  out,  or,  having  written 
them  out,  mislaid  the  copy,  I  cannot  now  say.  My 
recollection  is  that  I  wrote  them  out ;  but  I  can- 
not find  the  copy.  Certainly  it  never  reached 
the  printer. 

"  (3.)  Mr.  Wakefield  did  not  correct  his  speeches. 
The  reports  in  the  proof-slips  and  in  the  pub- 
lislied  number  are  the  same,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  typographical  corrections  made  by 
the  press  reader.  The  report  is  a  verbatim  report 
of  what  Mr.  Wakefield  said. —  I  have,  &c., 

"  C.  C.  N.  Babeoh." 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Class  IL — ^Law  aitd  Justics. 

Resident  Magistrates'  Courts,  £25,151  12s. 

Mr.  REES  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Goremment  to  the  fact  that  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates' Courts  in  many  instances  did  not  giva 
satisfaction  to  the  publio.  Of  course,  some  of  the 
gentlemen  who  acted  as  Resident  Magistrates 
were  good  and  efficient  officers ;  but  in  the  out- 
districts  the  way  in  whieh  iostioe  was  adminis- 
tered was  not  at  all  satisfactory.  Complaints 
were  made  to  the  GoTemment,  and  eren  to  the 
House ;  but  they  had  not  been  attended  to  for 
years  past.  It  was  quite  eyident,  both  to  the 
profession  and  to  the  public,  that  some  better 
system  of  manasement  in  regard  to  these  Courts 
should  be  introduced,  in  order  that  the  ends  of 
justice  might  not  be  defeated.  He  did  not  know 
the  gentleman  who  filled  the  position  of  Resident 
Magistrate  in  Wellington ;  but  he  had  heard  from 
professional  friends  and  the  publio  that  there  was 
often  a  good  deal  of  dissatisfaction  felt  on  account 
of  the  judgments  which  were  given  in  that  gentle- 
man's Court.  He  knew  that  in  other  places  the 
Resident  Maffistrates  did  not  give  general  satis- 
faction ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  be 
borne  out  in  that  by  tbe  Minister  of  Justice  and 
the  Fostmaster-G^neral,  who  were  both  profes- 
sional men.  Vciy  bitter  oomplaints  were  mode  of 
the  enormous  powers  which  were  possessed  by  Re- 
sident Magistrates,  and  of  the  arbitrary  way  in 
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which  those  powen  were  exercised.  He  would 
suggest  to  the  GoTernment  that  they  should 
repmJ  that  clause  in  the  Besident  Magistrates 
Act  which  gaye  the  Besident  Magistrate  the 
power  to  refuse  an  appeal  when  he  thought  pro- 
per to  do  BO.  If  any  discretion  at  all  was  to  he 
allowed,  it  should  he  strictly  defined  as  a  discre- 
tion to  he  exercised  in  such  a  way  as  was  con- 
sistent with  law  and  justice.  At  present,  the  law 
relating  to  appeals  was  of  the  most  unsatisfactoiy 
nature.  While  referring  to  Besident  Magis- 
trates, he  might  state  that  a  short  time  ago  a 
case  was  heing  heard  by  Mr.  Barstow,  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  of  Auckland,  and  one  of  the 
professional  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  cose  quoted 
in  support  or  his  argument  a  judgment  of  Lord 
Chief  6aron  Abinger.  The  Kesident  Magistrate 
however  paid  no  attention  to  this  authority ;  in 
fact,  he  refused  to  allow  it  to  influence  him  in 
the  slightest  degree,  because,  as  he  said,  he  had 
heard  that  Lord  Abinger's  judgments  had  often 
been  questioned.  Honorable  gentlemen  might 
imagine  what  great  power  a  Besident  Magistrate 
in  an  outlying  district  wduld  possess,  especially 
when  there  was  no  appeal  from  his  decisions. 
He  had  reoeired  letters  asking  him  to  bring 
this  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  House. 
People  would  not  go  into  the  Besident  Magis- 
trates' Courts  in  many  cases  because  they  knew 
that  if  they  happened  to  be  on  unfriendly  terms 
with  those  in  power  they  would  not  be  able  to  get 
justice.  The  fact  was,  that  it  was  never  known 
merely  from  the  &ctB  and  law  bow  a  judgment 
would  go.  Some  of  the  Besident  Magistrates  had 
had  no  legal  training  whatever,  and  consequently 
they  were  often  not  in  a  position  to  give  really 
proper  judgments.  He  held  that  there  ought  to 
be  some  stricter  system  of  administering  justice 
in  those  Courts ;  and  he  was  also  of  opinion  that 
the  Besident  Magistrates  ought  to  be  changed 
about  ^m  place  to  place  periodically.  They 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  remain  so  long  in  any 
one  place  as  to  get  surrounded  by  friends  or 
enemies.  He  did  not  accuse  those  gentlemen  of 
doing  wrong  intentionally;  but  the  fact  was, 
that  great  dLssatiafaction  existed  in  connection 
with  tlie  present  administration  of  the  law  in  the 
smaller  Courts.  Of  course,  some  Magistrates 
were  good  men,  and  men  who  were  determined  to 
do  strict  justice  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was 
well  known  that  in  a  great  number  of  districts 
there  were  persons  acting  as  Besident  Magistrates 
who  were  to  some  extent  prejudiced,  and  who  did 
not  give  that  time  and  attention  to  cases  brought 
before  them  which  ought  to  be  given  where 
the  people  had  no  appeal.  He  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  take  some  steps  to  rectify  what 
was  growing  into  a  great  pubhc  abuse,  tie  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Besident  Magistrates  should 
all  be  men  who  had  had  legal  training. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  he  quite  agreed  with 
the  honorable  member  who  had  just  sat  down 
when  he  said  that  the  administration  of  justice 
in  out-districts  was  of  a  rough  character.  He 
n greed  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  those 
who  occupied  the  positions  of  Besident  Magis- 
trates should  be  professional  men;  but  that 
would  involve  a  very  large  expenditure.    He  did 


not  suppose  that  there  were  half  a  doien  posi- 
tions in  the  colony  which  professional  eenllemen 
would  accept.  In  a  young  country  like  this, 
there  was  no  doubt  very  great  difficulty  in  ad- 
ministering justice  in  the  out-districts.  He  had 
heard  complaints  of  the  kind  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  formerly,  when  he  waa  in 
office,  and  be  had  always  investigated  them;  and, 
when  he  found  the  Besident  Magistrate  to  be  in 
the  wrong,  he  had  never  found  any  difficulty  m 
setting  things  right.  There  was  cftdr  one  way 
of  remedying  the  evil  oomplained  or,  and  that 
was  by  appropriating  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
to  procure  properly-trained  men  for  the  positions. 
But  this  would  entail  such  an  expense  as  to  be 


practically  impossible. 
Mr.  PYKE  d« 


denied  that  any  such  complaints 
could  justly  be  made  about  the  Besident  Magis- 
trates in  the  outlying  districts.  The  difliculty 
the  Government  had  experienced  there  had  not 
been  caused  by  complaints  against  the  Magis- 
trates or  Wardens ;  the  difficulty  had  been  that 
whenever  they  endeavoured  to  shift  a  Warden  from 
one  locality  to  another,  the  people  opposed  such 
removal.  There  might  be  some  parts  of  the 
colony  where  justice  was  improperly  administered, 
but  he  objected  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  being  made  to  applv  to  the  whole  r 
colony.  To  say  that  the  people  looked  upon  the  * 
Magistrates  as  corrupt,  as  persons  who  favoured 
their  friends,  was  a  very  serious  charge.  If  there 
were  such  cases,  they  should  be  immediately  in- 
quired into.  Magistrates  who  acted  in  this  way 
should  not  be  ** shifted;"  they  should  be  dis- 
missed from  the  service. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  said  it  was  difficult  to  draw  the 
line  as  to  where  the  Government  should  interfere 
in  questions  of  complaint  as  to  the  performance  of 
the  judicial  duties  of  Besident  Magistrates.  It 
would  not  do  to  make  the  Executive  6K>Temment 
a  Court  of  Appeal;  and  he  for  one  would  dis- 
courage it  as  long  as  there  was  a  superior  Court 
to  appeal  to.  As  to  the  large  body  of  Magistrates, 
he  must  say  that  they  administered  justice  with 
advantage  to  the  country  at  laree,  but  for  many 
years  to  come  it  would  be  difficmt  to  get  trained 
men  to  fill  all  these  positions.  A  thoroughly 
efficient  Magistrate  should  have  a  thoroughly 
sound  discretion  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  law;  and  such  men  were  difficult  to  get,  and 
could  not  be  got  under  present  circumstances.  It 
did  not  follow,  that  because  a  man  was  a  lawyer, 
therefore  he  had  the  discretion  necessary  for  a 
Magistrate  entrusted  with  large  judicial  powers. 
If  a  lawyer  of  high  attainments  could  not  be 
obtained,  it  was  better  to  have  a  man  of  good 
attainments  who  was  not  a  lawyer.  It  would, 
however,  be  necessary  to  introduce  amendments 
in  the  Besident  Magistrates  Act,  especially  with 
regard  to  appl^ls ;  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  submit  some  amendments  of 
that  sort  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WA80N  drew  attention  to  the  item  '*  Besi- 
dent Magistrate,  Christchurch,  Leeston,  and  Ash- 
burton,"  and  reminded  the  Minister  of  Justice 
that  a  petition  in  reference  to  this  matter  had 
been  presented  to  the  House  this  session.  The 
distance  this  Magistrate  had  t<^ravel  was  far  too 
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great,  and  it  was  absolutelj  impossible  he  could 
perform  the  work.  It  was  necessary,  therefore, 
that  an  additional  officer  should  be  appointed  ; 
and  although  it  could  not  be  expected  that  the 
QoTernmcnt  should  pay  a  salary  of  £400  a  year 
to  maintain  another  Magistrate  in  the  district,  it 
iras  not  too  much  to  ask  Ihat  they  should  proTide 
a  sum  of  £100  a  year,  for  which  sum  one  of  the 
Justices  would  no  doubt  undertake .  the  extra 
work. 

Sir  B.  DOUG-LAS  pointed  out  as  a  curious 
circumstance  that  the  Resident  Magistrate  at 
Whangarei  resided  at  Whangarei  Heads,  and  that 
the  Court  was  without  a  clerk.  The  drawback  of 
all  this  was  that  it  caused  great  inconvenience  to 
tbe  inhabitants.  He  would  ask  the  Minister  of 
Justice  whether  he  could  not  direct  the  Hesident 
Magistrate  at  Whangarei  to  reside  there  instead  of 
at  the  Heads. 

Mr.  BRANDON  said  he  did  not  frequently 
Tisit  tbe  Resident  Magistratels  Court  at  Wel- 
lington, but  he  knew  that  there  were  few  appeals 
a^ntt  his  decisions ;  and  although  he  had  yery 
difficult  duties  to  perform,  he  acquitted  himself 
Teiy  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  LARNACH  noticed  that  the  Cbief  Clerk 
in  the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  at  Dunedin  was 
put  down  for  an  increase  of  £26,  while  the  Clerk 
at  the  Police  Court,  who  was  his  senior  officer, 
although  he  received  the  higher  salary  of  the  two 
last  year,  now  received  £25  less.  He  would  like 
to  know  upon  what  principle  this  change  was 
made. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  said  the  £25  was  not  an  increase. 
Formerly  the  Chief  Clerk  held  anotlier  office, 
which  was  found  to  be  incompatible,  and  the 
salary  of  the  two  offices  had  now  been  amal- 
gamated. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that,  though  the  Police 
Court  Clerk  was  the  senior  officer,  there  might  bo 
very  good  reasons  why  the  Chief  Clerk  should 
receive  the  higher  salary. 

Mr.  PYKB  hoped  the  Goveniment  would  take 
the  case  of  the  Police  Court  Clerk  into  considera- 
tion. He  was  an  old  officer  and  a  good  officer; 
and  if  it  were  not  for  his  extreme  fitness  for  his 
office,  the  business  of  the  Court  could  not  be  got 
over  at  all,  because  every  day  fresh  Justices,  know- 
ing little  or  nothing  of  the  law,  took  their  seats 
on  the  bench,  and  trusted  entirely  to  the  Clerk  to 
see  that  things  were  done  properly. 

Mr.  BOWEN,  in  reply  to  the  questions  of 
honorable  members,  was  inaudible  in  the  gallery. 

Mr.  HISLOP  referred  to  three  points  as  to 
which  he  thought  the  Resident  Magistrates  Act 
was  capable  of  improvement.  First,  it  had  been 
addmittod  by  the  Minister  of  Justice  that  Resi- 
dent Magistrates  had  more  power  in  one  par- 
ticular respect  than  was  vested  in  any  other  judi- 
cial officer.  Secondly,  it  had  been  decided  by  the 
Supreme  Court  that  tbere  was  no  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  given  in 
cases  of  interpleader,  a  description  of  action 
which  invariably  involved  minute  questions  of 
law.  The  third  point  had  reference  to  the  time 
within  which  cases  of  appeal  must  be  settled. 

Item,  £25,151 12s.,  agreed  to. 

Wardens'  Courts,  £8,069  8s.  Od. 

VOL.  XXni-41. 


Mr.  GIBBS  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  no 
allowance  for  travelling  expenses  was  put  down 
for  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  CoUingwood,  who 
had  to  travel  a  great  deal. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  that  these  items  were  all 
taken  from  the  provincial  estimates. 

Mr.  PYKE  suggested  that  the  item  be  reduced 
to  £8,369  38.  9d.  The  items  he  desired  to  be 
struck  out  were,  one  "Chinese  Interpreter,  £200," 
and  one  "  Warden,  £500."  Tliere  were  too  many 
Wardens.  In  the  district  of  Wakatipu,  there 
wero  two  Wardens.  The  second  appointment 
had  been  an  unnecessary  one,  and  might  advan- 
tageously bo  dispensed  with.  The  consequence 
of  having  two  officers  where  one  would  be  suffi* 
cient  was,  that  they  had  not  enough  to  do  to  keep 
them  employed.    The  items  might  well  be  saved. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  these  services  were  taken 
from  tbe  provincial  estimates.  He  would  look 
into  the  matter ;  and,  if  it  were  found  possible  to 
remove  one  officer,  it  would  be  done. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  if  the  Government  had 
increased  any  of  the  provincial  estimates. 

Mr.  BOWEN  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  thought  it  was  necessair  that 
Wardens  should  be  periodically  changed.  A  feel« 
ing  existed  on  tbe  gold  fields  that  such  a  course 
would  be  an  advantage. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOuR  said  that  a  few  years  ago 
the  Wardens  of  Otago  held  no  sinecures,  and 
especially  at  Clyde.  Recently,  however,  they 
haid  had  all  sorts  of  duties  cast  upon  them,  and 
their  time  was  fully  taken  up.  They  acted  as 
Land  Officers,  Licensed  Commissioners,  and  in 
many  other  capacities.  It  would  be  a  pity,  there- 
fore, to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunstan. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  believed  that  these  esti- 
mates were  copied,  in  some  parts,  from  the 
provincial  estimates ;  and  he  presumed  the  Go- 
vernment would  endeavour  to  make  all  possible 
reductions,  so  as  to  secure  the  efficiency  of  the 
service  at  the  lowest  possible  expense. 

Mr.  R£ID  believed  it  would  be  possible  to  dis- 
pense with  one  of  the  Wardens  on  the  gold  field 
referred  to.  One  of  them  was  at  Home  on  leave 
of  absence  ;  and  his  salary  must  be  provided  for. 

Mr.  LARNACH  observed  that  the  Warden 
and  Resident  Magistrate  of  CoUingwood  was  put 
down  at  £150,  and  the  Warden  of  Totara» 
Kanieri,  and  Arahura  at  £100.  He  would  like 
to  know  if  they  were  employed  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  both  of  them  were  employed 
as  Resident  Magistrates,  and  were  paid  by  the 
General  Government.  The  Warden  at  CoUing- 
wood was  also  Collector  of  Customs  and  Port- 
master. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  it  was  inconvenient  to 
have  the  salaries  paid  to  an  officer  appearing  in 
dilTerent  parts  of  tne  estimates.  The  total  emolu- 
ments paid  should  be  put  under  one  beading. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  that  was  done  in  the  esti- 
mates of  original  Goveniment  departments  ;  but 
there  had  not  been  time  to  do  this  in  the  case  of 
Provincial  estimates  adopted  for  tbe  next  six 
months. 

Item,  £9,069  Ss.  9d.,  agreed  to. 

Petty  Sessions  Courts,  £300. 
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Mr.  SIIEEIIAN  suggested  to  the  Qt)vernraent 
tho  desirability  of  doiug  awBj  with  the  Petty 
Sessions  Courts.  The  money  ought  to  be  spent 
in  paying  travelling  Magistrates.  The  practical 
work  of  administering  justice  ought  to  be  left  to 
those  actually  acquainted  with  it,  and  not  to 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  country  districts,  who 
for  the  most  part  were  unable  from  want  of  expe- 
rience to  discharge  such  duties. 

Item,  £800,  agreed  to. 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  £7,300,  agreed  to. 

"The  Coroners  Act,  1867"  — Fees  and  Ex- 
penses on  Inquests,  £2,200,  agreed  to. 

Contingencies,  £2,650,  agreed  to. 

Police,  £89,462  128.  9d. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  pomted  out  that  the  rates  of 
pay  of  men  in  the  yarions  proyinces  yaried  yeiy 
much.  He  thought  the  pay  should  be  uniform 
throughout  the  colony. 

Mr.  BEES  said  the  number  of  constables  in 
Auckland  was  less  than  in  other  parts  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population ;  but  that  was  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  proyince  had  not  been  able  to 
keep  a  large  police  force.  He  thought  that  would 
be  found  to  be  the  reason  why  there  had  been 
these  special  constables. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  the  rate  of  pay  was  so 
small  that  only  a  yeiy  inferior  class  of  men  could 
be  obtained  as  special  constables,  and  they  would 
not  deyote  a  &ir  amount  of  time  to  their  duty. 

Mr.  BABFF  drew  attention  to  the  items 
throughout  the  estimates  for  Inspectors  of 
Weights  and  Measures.  In  Westland,  they  had 
only  one  set  of  standard  weights  and  measures. 
They  formerly  had  an  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures,  but  his  seryices  had  been  dispensed 
with,  and  the  matter  was  now  handed  over 
to  the  police.  He  was  able  to  say  that,  since 
the  pokoe  had  been  inspectors,  they  had  not 
paid  one  yisit  of  inspection.  He  did  not  blame 
the  police  for  that,  for,  as  there  was  only  one 
standard  set  of  weights  and  measures,  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  carry  on  the  inspection 
properly.  He  would  ask  whether  it  was  in- 
tended to  proyide  additional  standard  sets,  and 
to  pay  the  expense  of  trayelling  about  with  them. 
The  former  Inspector  had  been  compelled  to  give 
security  to  the  extent  of  £600  for  the  safe  custody 
of  the  standards. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCX  said  the  seryices  of  the 
Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  had  been 
dispensed  with  in  Westland.  The  result  was 
that  a  considerable  saying  had  been  made,  and 
the  seryice  was  carried  on  in  a  yery  satisfactory 
manner. 

Mr.  BABFF  repeated  the  statement  that  not 
one  yisit  of  inspection  had  been  made. 

Mr.  OI6BS  said,  in  Nelson,  the  law  was  that 
weights  and  measures  should  be  stamped  as 
correct,  and  the  people  had  to  take  them  to 
the  Inspectors.  He  apprehended  it  was  not  in- 
tended that  these  officers  should  trayel  all  round 
the  country  to  make  their  inspection. 

Sir  B.  350UGLAS  felt  yery  much  inclined  to 
moye  that  the  amount  for  Auckland  should 
be  struck  out.  The  Inspector  did  nothing  at 
all.  He  was  supposed  to  yisit  the  out-districts, 
bnt  he  neyer  dia  so. 


Mr.  ANDBEW  said  there  appeared  to  be  great 
discrepancies  between  the  amounts  of  salaries 
paid  to  the  yarious  Inspectors.  In  Auckland, 
the  amount  was  £327  15s. ;  in  Hawke's  Bay, 
£5  ;  in  Canterbury,  £200 ;  in  Otago,  nothing ; 
and  in  Wellington,  nothing.  In  Wellington,  the 
Inspector  was  appointed  by  the  Provincial  <?oiin<- 
cil,  and  they  had  a  yery  efficient  officer;  but 
no  proyision  was  made  for  him. 

Mr.  BOWEN  pointed  out  that  the  Committee 
was  considering  the  police  estimates  only,  and 
the  Wellington  Inspector  was  not  attached  to 
the  police.  With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Hokitika,  he  would  haye 
the  matter  inquired  into,  and  the  G-oyemment 
would  see  that  tho  inspection  was  efficiently 
carried  out.  He  must  repeat  that  the  Gkyyem- 
ment  had  taken  the  proyinoial  estimates  for  this 
year  of  departments  taken  oyer,  haying  no  other 
data  to  go  upon. 

Mr.  MACFABLANE  said  he  had  nerer  been 
able  to  find  the  Auckland  Inspector  of  Weighte 
and  Measures. 

Mr.  SWANSON  oould  yery  soon  find  the 
Inspector  in  Auckland.  He  had  a  yery  distinct 
opinion  that  the  inspection  of  weights  and  mm- 
sures  should  be  conaucted  by  the  police,  for  in 
that  case  eyery  policeman  would  be  an  inspector. 
It  was  a  question  of  detecting  crime,  and  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  police. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  thought  that  the  honorable 
member  had  giyen  yery  practical  adFioe.  There 
were  two  matters  connected  with  this  question : 
first,  the  stamping  of  the  weights  and  measures, 
and  then  seeing  that  those  which  had  been 
stamped  were  properly  used.  The  latter  oould 
only  be  done  by  the  police,- for  it  was  impossible 
that  one  inspector  could  go  about  as  a  detectiye. 
There  was  no  Act  on  the  Statute  Book  so  generallj 
a  complete  deadletter  as  the  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures Act,  simply  because  there  was  no  machi- 
nery, excepting  in  a  yery  few  instances,  to  enforce 
it.  It  should  be  the  auty  of  the  police  to  see 
that  people  were  not  defrauded  by  the  use  of 
false  weights  and  measures. 

Mr.  BAIGENT  said  steps  were  taken  in  Kel- 
son some  ten  or  eleyen  years  ago  to  carry  out  a 
system  of  inspecting  weights  and  measures.  He 
then  had  a  set  of  scales  stamped,  and  nobody  had 
oyer  been  to  look  at  them.  That  showed  how 
the  inspection  was  carried  out,  and  the  necessity 
for  a  better  system,  in  order  that  eyery  one  might 
receire  fair-play. 

Item,  Police  Department,  £39,462  12s.  9d., 
agreed  to. 

Gaols,  £24,868  4s.  8d. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  suggest  that  the  item 
£600  for  Inspector  of  Prisons  should  be  aban- 
doned. On  the  preyious  day,  a  yote  upon  this 
subject  was  passed  by  a  majority  of  one ;  and  he 
thought  the  Minuter  of  Justice  might  take  into 
consideration  the  strong  feelins  that  existed 
against  the  appointment,  and  shomd  leaye  it  open 
until  next  session,  when  it  could  be  considered  in 
connection  with  the  question  of  the  central  prison. 
He  would  moye  as  an  amendment.  That  the  item 
be  struck  out. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Gh>yemment  con- 
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lidered  this  wat  a  yerj  important  office.  For 
himself,  he  thought  it  eren  more  important  now 
than  when  the  central  prison  was  determined 
upon.  The  Goremment  thought  it  necessary  to 
keep  the  Tote  on  the  estimates,  but  thej  would 
accept  the  decision  of  the  Committee  upon  it. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  he  would  not  hare  put  this 
item  on  the  estimates  if  the  Gorernment  had  not 
thought  it  to  be  necessary ;  and,  further,  it  was 
placed  there  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the 
Committee  last  year.  If  the  House  raciilated  in 
such  a  manner  as  it  appeared  inclined  to  do  now, 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  do  any  efficient 
work.  He  still  said  this  appointment  was  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  organize  the  prisons  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  as  the  Gk>remment  would  have  to  bow 
to  the  decision  of  the  Committee,  he  warned  them 
of  the  responsibility  they  would  undertake  if  they 
refused  to  vote  this  item. 

Mr.  SHEEHAK  said  there  was  no  distinction 
between  this  Tote  and  any  other  Tote  in  the  esti- 
mates. The  Gk)Temment  put  them  on,  and  the 
Committee  of  Supply  struck  them  off  if  it  chose. 

Mr.  ANDREW  asked  if  this  £600  was  for  the 
salary  of  this  officer  for  the  year  or  for  only  a 
part. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— For  the  whole  year. 

Mr.  ANDBE  W.— Then  it  would  be  only  neces^ 
•ary  to  Tote  for  a  part.  The  amount  was  either 
too  much  or  too  little.  If  a  first-rate  man  was 
wanted  from  the  Home  country,  he  could  not  be 
obtained  for  such  a  salary ;  and,  if  it  was  only  a 
practical  man  who  was  required,  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity to  go  Home  for  him. 

Mr.  BABFF  had  given  a  Tote  on  a  prcTious 
oeoasion  which  might  lead  to  the  supposition  that 
he  was  in  favour  of  obtaining  an  Inspector  of 
Prisons  from  Home.  That  was  not  the  case. 
He  voted  as  he  did  because  the  question  had 
assomed  the  appearance  of  being  an  expression 
of  opinion  that  a  particular  person  from  Duncdin 
should  be  appointed.  His  vote  was  given  so  that 
the  hands  of  the  Government  should  not  be  tied 
down  ;  but  he  thought  that  very  good  men  might 
be  found  in  the  colony  from  whom  the  choice 
might  be  made.  He  knew  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  gaol  at  Hokitika  was  perfectly  competent 
to  flu  the  position. 

Mr.  BURNS  wished  to  explain  that,  by  the 
TOte  which  he  had  given  on  a  previous  occasion, 
he  had  no  intention  of  tying  down  the  hands  of 
the  Government  in  any  way.  He  mentioned  the 
officer  in  Dunedin  because  he  happened  to  know 
how  good  a  man  he  was ;  but  he  had  no  doubt 
there  were  other  men  in  New  Zealand  quite  as 
well  fitted  for  the  appointment.  All  he  wanted 
was  that  the  Governor  should  select  some  person 
in  New  Zealand. 

Question  put,  "That  the  item  be  struck  out ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         32 

Noes         19 


Majority  for 


13 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lttsk, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


Atbb. 

Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellert. 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


Nobs. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 


Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellert. 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Hunter. 


The  item  was  consequently  struck  out. 

Mr.  LUSK  said  he  observed  that  the  cost  of 
gaols  in  different  parts  of  the  colony  appeared  to 
vary  very  much.  They  all  seemed  to  be  con- 
ducted on  different  principles.  He  would  like  to 
ask  the  Government  if  they  themselves  under* 
stood  the  principles  on  which  the  gaols  were 
conducted. 

Mr.  BOWEN  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
Government  did  not  understand  the  principles 
on  which  the  gaols  were  conducted,  as  no  uniform 
system  prevailed. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said,  with  reference  to  the 
Inspector  of  Prisons',  that  the  Government  felt 
some  delicacy  about  sending  Home  a  telegram 
cancelliog  the  appointment.  He  hoped  that  they 
would  not  now  hesitate  about  taking  that  course. 

Mr.  BOWEN  replied  that  the  GoTcmment 
would  certainly  not  make  the  appointment  now 
that  the  item  was  struck  out ;  but  he  could  not 
tell  the  House  that  the  appointment  was  not 
already  made. 

Item,  Gaols,  as  reduced,  £24,268  4b,  3d., 
agreed  to. 

Lunatic  Asylums,  £14,814  128.  8d. 

Mr.  BURNS  moved,  That  the  item  "Inspector 
of  Lunatic  Asylums,  £700,"  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  this  officer  was  expected  to 
arrive  in  the  colony  within  a  few  days. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  not  strike  out  this  item.  There  could  be 
no  better  economy  possible  than  the  making  of 
such  an  appointment.  Tliey  had  very  deserving 
men  in  charge  of  the  asylums  at  present,  but  they 
could  not  possibly  be  acquainted  with  the  modern 
system  of  treatment. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  moved.  That  progress  be 
reported. 
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Mr.  SHEEHAN  maintained  that  the  law,  as  it 
■tood  at  preMnt,  prorided  ample  machinery  for 
the  inspection  of  asjlums.  He  was  afraid  that 
this  Inspector  would  merely  become  a  nacleus, 
and  that  a  department  would  cluster  around  him 
in  a  few  yean'  time.  He  thought  that,  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  colony,  this  was  not 
the  time  to  go  in  for  luxuries,  and  he  thought 
this  appointment  was  a  luxury. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  that  the  j^rindpal 
reason  in  farour  of  this  Tote  was  that  it  would 
tend  to  economy.  He  was  sure  the  Inspector 
would  save  his  salary  a  great  many  times  over, 
by  bringing  the  asylums  under  a  unUbrm  system. 

Mr.  BOWE  beliered  that  an  Inspector  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  was  needed,  and  that  the  ap- 
pointment would  tend  towards  economy.  But 
he  must  protest  against  the  system  of  always 
sending  to  England  for  an  officer  whenever  such 
an  appointment  was  to  be  made.  He  thought  the 
idea  was  preposterous,  and  on  that  account  he 
Toted  in  the  way  he  did  in  the  last  division. 

Mr.  LUSK  said,  with  regard  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Premier,  that  he  did  not  believe  this  officer 
who  was  coming  out  from  England  was  likely  to 
effect  much  economy.  That  gentleman  would 
come  out  here  imbued  with  the  ideas  he  had  ac- 
quired at  Home,  and  it  would  cost  a  great  deal 
of  money  to  carry  out  these  ideas. 

Mr.  rYKE  was  rather  surprised  at  the  re- 
marks made  by  some  honorable  members  who 
talked  about  the  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums 
as  a  luxury.  The  gentlemen  must  be  fitting 
themselves  for  a  lunatic  asylum.  It  was  not 
right  to  use  such  language  when  dealing  with  a 
class  towards  whom  the  ereatest  tenderness 
should  be  exercised.  Dr.  Puey's  report  showed 
yerj  strongly  the  necessity  for  the  appointment 
of  an  Inspector  of  Lunatic  A^lums.  Those  who 
read  that  report  must  know  that  unless  the 
whole  of  the  statements  in  it  were  untrue — and 
they  had  never  yet  been  controverted — the  un- 
fortunate people  confined  in  those  asylums  were 
nut  properly  treated  in  New  Zealand,  but  were 
treated  with  great  cruelty.  Ho  did  not  say  that 
there  was  intentional  cruelty  exercised  towards 
them,  but  the  arrangements  made  were  not  of 
such  a  nature  as  the  laws  of  humanity  would 
dictate.  It  was  highly  desirable  that  they 
should  have  an  officer  to  inspect  the  lunatic 
asylums  ;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
iot  a  moment  sanction  the  withdrawal  of  the 
vote.  He  thought  they  were  carrying  the  colo- 
nial feeling  too  far,  as  ho  was  certain  there  were 
men  in  England  much  better  able  to  under- 
take the  duties  of  this  office  than  anybody  they 
eould  obtain  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  SHBEHAN  said  there  was  one  phrase  led 
in  the  political  vocabulary  which  always  had  a 
good  ring  about  it  to  his  ears,  that  is,  "  self-reliant 
policy,"  which  had  been  bequeathed  to  them  by 
Mr.  Weld ;  and  he  believed  in  it.  He  held  that 
they  bad  as  good  men  in  the  colony  as  could  bo 
obtained  outside  of  it,  and  he  thought  they 
should  make  a  trial  of  somebody  in  the  colony 
before  importing  a  stranger.  He  denied  alto- 
gether that  he  looked  upon  an  Inspector  of  Luna- 
tic Asylums  as  a  luxury,  and  he  would  tell  the 


honorable  member  for  Dunstan  that  on  the  con- 
trary he  could  not  think  about  the  necessity 
which  exbted  for  such  an  office  without  feelings 
of  pain.  He  contended  that,  as  the  law  now 
stood,  they  had  ample  means  for  the  inspection  of 
their  asylums  for  the  next  two  or  three  yean 
without  importing  anybody.  Ho  attached  no 
importance  to  the  report  of  the  gentleman  who 
had  visited  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of  making 
that  report.  The  object  of  that  gentleman  in 
recommending  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector 
of  Lunatic  Asylums  might  have  been  to  get  the 
position  himself,  or  perluips  to  get  it  for  some  of 
his  friends.  There  were  very  fine  asylums  in 
Auckland,  Canterbury,  and  Wellington,  and  in 
each  of  those  provinces  provision  of  the  fairest 
possible  kind  had  been  made  for  their  inspection. 
He  objected  to  this  matter  on  principle.  He  said 
distinctly  that  they  were  not  in  a  position  to 
create  a  new  department.  If  they  appointed  an 
Inspector  of  Asylums  they  would  soon  have  a 
large  department  with  that  official  at  its  hetui. 
He  hoped  the  Committee  would  agree  to  strike 
out  the  vote. 

Mr.  BE  ID  would  vote  for  the  striking  out  of 
this  item.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  importa- 
tion of  an  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums  from 
Eneland  would  improve  the  management  of  the 
asylums.  He  believed  they  had  men  in  the 
colony  who  were  quite  competent  to  improve 
the  management  of  the  asylums,  if  they  had  the 
means  to  do  so.  The  Inspector  of  the  Otago 
Asylum  was,  he  believed,  quite  as  competent  to 
act  as  Inspector  as  any  gentleman  they  could 
obtain  from  England.  If  they  brought  out  such 
a  man,  they  would  have  to  pay  him  a  large  salary 
and  travelling  expenses,  and  all  they  would  have 
in  return  for  their  money  would  be  his  presence 
and  the  expense.  He  thought  that  the  money 
proposed  to  be  voted  for  this  officer's  salary  and 
expenses  would  be  much  better  spent  if  it  were 
dirided  amongst  the  various  provinces,  to  provide 
for  local  inspection. 

Mr.  FITZROY  understood  the  Hon.  the  Mm- 
ister  of  Justice  to  say  that  an  Inspector  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  was  already  on  his  way  out 
from  England.  He  would  like  to  know  what 
compensation  that  gentleman  would  be  entitled 
to  if  the  vote  were  struck  ofP. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  said  he  intended  shortly  to  lay 
the  correspondence  on  the  subject  on  the  table. 
It  was  a  new  thing  to  him  to  hear  that  it  was  de- 
sirable to  do  away  with  the  medical  inspection  of 
lunatic  asylums. 

Mr.  BEES  said  honorable  members  did  not 
wish  to  do  away  with  the  inspection  of  asylums. 
What  they  objected  to  was  the  system  of  con- 
tinually sending  to  England  for  men  to  take  these 
high  positions.  They  had  had  a  good  deal  of  ex- 
perience of  imported  men.  They  had  seen  men 
brought  out  from  Home  at  large  salaries  and  put 
into  the  various  public  offices  over  the  heads  of 
men  who  had  been  in  the  colony  for  many  years  j 
and  it  was  generally  found  that  they  could  not 
do  their  work  nearly  as  well  as  the  men  who  had 
small  salaries.  Did  the  Gbvernment  expect  to 
get  a  really  good  man  for  this  position  to  come 
out  from  England  for  £700  a  year  ?     If  they  did 
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thej  were  miitaken,  for  good  men  were  too  Talu- 
able  at  Home  for  that.  There  were  men  in  the 
colony  qoite  competent  to  fill  the  position,  and, 
whatever  compensation  they  might  have  to  pay 
the  gentleman  who  was  now  on  his  way  from 
England,  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  throw 
the  vote  out  If  they  imported  a  man  an  affront 
would  be  put  upon  the  medical  men  now  in  the 
colony,  who  could  do  the  work  as  well  as  any  man 
who  could  be  found  anywhere. 

Mr.  WASON  thought  that  there  should  be 
some  responsible  person  in  charge  of  the  lunatic 
asylums,  but  the  Ministers  were,  properly,  the  re- 
sponsible persons,  and  therefore  he  would  suggest 
tnat  the  matter  should  be  left  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  J.  0.  BBOWN  thought  this  was  a  question 
not  of  suitability  but  of  necessity.  As  far  as  tho 
question  of  compensating  the  gentleman  who  was 
now  on  his  way  out  from  England  was  concerned, 
there  need  be  no  difficulty,  because'  the  necessary 
sum  could  be  taken  out  of  the  £1,280  which,  he 
obserred,  was  put  dovm  for  general  oontingen- 
des. 

Mr.  HUNTER  said  that,  as  an  honorable 
gentleman  had  referred  to  the  possibility  of  post 
officers  being  imported,  he  might  remind  the 
House  that  such  an  officer  had  already  been 
brought  out,  and  that  he  had  succeeded  in  making 
great  improrements  in  the  department. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  Gbyemment  must 
do  one  of  two  things — either  send  men  Home  in 
order  to  gain  experience  in  the  management  of 
these  institutions,  or  bring  men  out  from  Home 
who  already  possessed  that  experience.  His  own 
opinion  was  that  the  appointment  of  a  competent 
Inspector  not  only  secured  efficiency,  but  was  also 
the  surest  way  to  insure  economy.  He  should 
support  the  vote. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  best  way  to  insure 
efficiency  was  to  haye  inspectors  on  the  spot ;  and, 
as  to  economy,  the  appointment  of  a  trayelling  in- 
spector would  not  secure  economy  in  any  way. 
He  oontended  that  they  ought  not  to  make  the 
appointment.  The  honorable  member  for  Taieri 
hit  the  right  nail  on  the  head  when  he  said  they 
were  traTelling  too  far  for  uniformity.  Speaking 
of  prisons,  the  standard  set  by  the  Dunedin  Ghu>l 
had  exercised  a  good  effect  throughout  the  colony, 
because  the  gaolers  of  other  provinces  had  tried  to 
work  up  to  that  standard.  Bather  than  lead  to 
economy,  the  appointment  of  this  officer  would 
lead  to  far  neater  expense. 

Mr.  BUbNS  was  surprised  to  hear  old  colo- 
nists like  the  houorable  member  for  Avon  say  that 
they  should  send  out  of  the  country  for  men  to 
fill  these  positions.  There  were  some  honorable 
members  who  seemed  to  think  that  no  good  thing 
could  come  out  of  Nazareth.  He  had  seen  some 
officials  that  had  been  brought  out  from  Home, 
and  the  plain  &ot  was  that  over  and  orer  again 
the  men  already  in  the  country  had  proved  im- 
mensely superior  to  these  new  importations.  He 
should  oppose  the  vote. 

Mr.  SW ANSON  was  astonished  that  none  of 
the  Auckland  members  had  referred  to  a  point 
honorable  gentlemen  had  every  right  to  refer  to. 
It  had  been  assumed  that  there  was  no  medical 
man  in  the  colony  capable  of  managing  these  in- 


stitutions, but  the  Province  of  Auckland  tried  to 
get  the  best  man  they  could,  and  they  got  one, 
I)r.  Aitken,  as  good  a  man  as  any  that  was  likely 
to  be  brought  out  from  England.  But  when 
they  got  the  medical  man,  they  wanted  an  In- 
spector, and  the  General  Government  provided 
tliat,  although  the  province  had  to  pay  for  it. 
And  what  did  the  Inspector  do  ?  He  produced 
reports,  but  they  were  of  no  value.  He  (Mr. 
Swanson)  did  not  care  to  interfere  in  these  mat- 
ters, but  after  a  great  deal  of  persuasion  he  was 
induced  to  go  out  to  the  Asylum,  and  he  certainly 
found  that  a  great  many  things  were  wanted,  but 
not  the  things  the  Inspector  recommended.  In 
fact  the  best  thing  they  could  have  done  with 
him  would  have  been  to  lock  him  up  in  the  asy- 
lum. The  General  Government  Inspector  would 
be  an  expensive  sham.  What  was  wanted  was 
strict  local  inspection — ^inspection  on  the  spot. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  the  Government  had  such 
a  mania  for  inspectors,  that  the  best  thing  they 
could  do  woldd  be  to  send  Home  for  a  shipload 
of  inspectors. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  wished  to  know  what 
this  Inspector  was  to  do.  Was  he  to  interfere 
with  local  inspection  ? 

Mr.  BOWeN  said  the  local  inspection  would 
not  be  interfered  with  at  all,  and,  as  to  travelling, 
the  Inspector  would  bo  always  travelling,  and 
would  make  himself  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
necessities  of  every  locality. 

Question  put,  "That  the  item  'Inspector  of 
Lunatic  Asylums,  £700,'  be  omitted;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         27 

Noes         21 


Majority  for 


6 


Aybs. 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mn  Beid, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Lurasden,  0 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Lusk. 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Macfiftrlane, 

Mr.  Sheehan. 

No 

E8. 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

TeUen. 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Pyko, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

The  item  was  consequeully  omitted. 
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Sir  G.  GREY  mored,  That  the  Ohairman  re- 
port progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Question  put,  '*  That  I  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again  ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes  16 

Noes  27 


Majority  against 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  BarfF, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautouri 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  Q.  Grey, 
Mr.*Hamlin, 


11 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Heniy, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Bir.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 


Major  Atkinson) 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr*  Hursthonse, 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Mun-ay, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsl^, 


TeUert. 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Tole. 
Noss. 

Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Gibhs, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


Sir  G.  GREY  moved.  That  the  Chairman  do 
leave  tlie  chair. 

Question  put,  "  That  I  do  leave  the  chair  %* 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result  i — 

Ayes         11 

Noes         31 
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Majority  against ... 

1 

AXKS. 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 

TeUert. 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Tole. 

Nc 

E8. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  B^id, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Sbeehan, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Limisden, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  M^outgomery, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Murray, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Murray- Ay nsley, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  P,k., 

Mr.  Macfarlane. 

Item,  Lunatic  Asyluma,  as  reduced,  £14^114 
12s.  8d.,  agreed  to. 

Land  Transfer  Department,  £9,790,  agreed  to. 

Deeds  Registry,  £9,555,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit  ag»in. 

The  House  adjourned  at  thirty-five  minutes 
past  two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday,  l&th  October^  1876. 

First  Be«diiiM— Third  Beadiii^—Olunemuri  Afrienltiiral 
Leaaes-^OUffo  BailwayB^rublio  Works  Bill—ATiiinali 
ImportationTrohibitioD  Bill— Ootmties  BUI. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
The  Ellesmere  and  Forsvth  Reclamation  Bill, 
the  Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Castlepoint 
Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Thames  Harbour  Board 
Bill,  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  River- 
ton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Bluff  Harbour  Board 
Bill,  the  Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the 
Timaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Wanganui  Har- 
bour Board  Bill,  the  Hokitika  Harl^ur  Board 
Bill,  the  Patea  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Waima- 
kariri  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Moeraki  Harbour 
Board  Bill,  the  Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
the  Foxton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Otagp  Har- 
bour Board  Bill,  the  Waitara  Harbour  Bo^  Bill, 
the  Eakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
The  Napier  Borough  Endowments  Bill. 

OHINEMURI  AGRICULTURAL  LEASES. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  NGATATA  asked  the  Hon. 
Colonial  Secretary,  To  what  extent,  if  at  all,  the 
Ohinemuri  GK)ld  Field  Agricultural  Leases  Vali- 
dation Act  will  affect  lands  owned  by  Natives 
(within  the  boundaries  of  the  Ohinemuri  Gt)ld 
Gold  Fields)  who  have  not  signed  the  deed  of 
cession  to  the  Government,  part  of  which  land 
has  passed  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  for  which 
the  Natives  hold  certificates  of  title,  and  for  other 
TOrtions  whereof  applications  for  hearing  have 
been  sent  in  ? 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  it  was  im- 
possible for  him,  without  more  particular  know- 
ledge than  he  possessed,  to  give  the  honorable 
gentlenuin  the  information  he  would  desire  to 
give  him.  But  he  had  caused  inquiry  to  be  made 
whether  there  were  any  Natives  holding  land 
under  certificates  of  title  within  the  blooc  who 
had  not  signed  the  deed  of  cession ;  and  he  would 
take  care,  that  if  there  were  any  cases  of  that 
kind,  the  necessary  protection  should  be  afforded 
to  the  Natives. 

OTAGO  RAILWAYS. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  NURSE,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  it  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  Counpil  thut  some  time  sinoe 
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he  mored  for  a  retom  on  the  same  sabject,  bafc 
the  Gt>Temnient  were  anable  at  tbat  time  to 
oomplj  with  hJB  request.  Subsequently,  he  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  Council  papers  which  dis- 
cloeed  such  an  extra  ordinary  state  of  affairs 
between  the  contractors  and  the  Ooremment 
that  he  really  thought  an  inquiry  was  called 
for.  He  would  rather  not  go  fully  into  the 
matter  at  present,  because  a  great  deal  of 
what  he  would  hare  to  say  would  be  merely 
based  on  hearsay  eridenoe.  He  know,  however, 
that  on  one  occasion  he  was  in  the  town  of 
Riverton  when  an  assault  case  was  heard  in  the 
Court  there,  when  the  men  employed  by  the 
Municipality  of  Rirerton  and  the  contractors' 
men  had  oome  into  collision ;  and  though  the  men 
had  been  actually  in  custody,  the  whole  affiur 
was  hushed  up,  and  the  ProTincial  GbTcmment 
paid  tha  expenses.  The  contractors  on  sereral 
occasions  set  the  pxofincial  authorities  boldly  at 
defiance ;  and  now  the  raUways  had  been  taken 
orer  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  a  veiy  laise  sum 
of  money  paid  for  them.  He  had  made  this 
motion  in  the  hope  that  the  Oovemment  would 
take  some  steps  to  haye  the  matter  thoroughly 
inrestigated,  and  also  that  the  railways  would  be 
prooeeded  with  with  as  much  despatch  as  pos- 
sible. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
this  Council  is  of  opinion  that  the  Ghoremment 
should  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  particu- 
lars connected  with  the  contracts  and  partial  con- 
struction of  the  railways  in  the  western  district 
of  the  Prorince  of  Otago— namely,  from  Rircrton 
to  Otautau,  Wallaoe  Town,  and  Orepuki;  and 
that  the  report  of  the  result  of  such  inquiry  be 
laid  on  the  table  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible." — 
{Him.  Mr.  Nurte.) 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  tM  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  be  aware  that  there  were  diffi- 
culties at  present  in  the  way  of  any  direct  action 
of  the  QoTemment  in  the  making  of  such  an 
inquiiT  as  he  proposed.  But  as  soon  as  it  was 
possible  to  make  that  inquiry  independently,  it 
would  certainly  be  made,  and  the  result  would  be 
communicated  to  the  Assembly  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  At  present  it  would  be  impossible, 
or  almost  impossible,  to  institute,  without  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  the  sort  of  inquiry  which  ought 
to  be  held  into  a  subject  of  so  much  importance. 
He  had  no  opposition  to  offer  to  the  motion. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  NUBSE  was  fully  aware  of 
the  difilculties  in  the  way  of  an  inquiry  being 
held  at  the  present  time.  He  was  also  aware 
that  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  the  whole  thing 
would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Gbyemment,  and 
his  motion  would  refer  to  that  time. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  W0BK8  BILL. 

On  the  motion  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  informed  the  Coun- 
cil that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  put  the  ques- 
tion, the  Bin,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  work,  not 
being  ready  for  the  third  reading.  If  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Menries  desired  to  proceed  with  the  contin- 
gent amendment  of  which  he  had  gifon  notice, 


to  put  himself  in  order  he  would  haye  to  moye 
that  the  Order  of  the  day  be  diecharged. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  he  desired  to 

Eut  on  record  the  objects  of  a  clause  such  as  he 
ad  giyen  notice  of,  in  order,  not  that  the  matter 
might  be  decided  now,  but  that  it  might  become 
suggestiye  to  honorable  members  upon  a  subject 
which  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  many 
districts  in  the  colony,  and  particularly  in  the 
south  of  the  colony.  What  he  wished  to  bring 
under  the  serious  consideration  of  the  G-oyem* 
ment  was,  that  they  ought  not  to  grant  perpetual 
water-rights,  except  under  the  authority  of  laws 
carefully  considerod;  and  he  desired  merely  to 
indicate  the  nature  of  the  laws  which  he  thought 
ought  to  be  enacted,  and  show  that  they  were  in 
conformi^  with  the  nrindples  upon  this  particu- 
lar question  which  had  been  established  for  s 
yery  long  period  in  countries  where  the  use  of 
water  was  of  the  highest  yalue.  In  Italy,  water 
for  irrigation  was  indispensable  for  carrying  on 
operations.  The  ordinary  cereals  were  cultiyated 
by  means  of  water  on  the  nlains  of  Lombardy  and 
in  different  parts  of  the  old  kingdom  of  Italy.  In 
the  old  proyinces,  they  had  enacted  laws  baaed 
upon  sound  principles  for  hundreds  of  years,  and 
those  laws  had  been  codified  upon  traditionary 
usages  which  extended  back  for  perhaps  thou- 
sands of  years.  When  he  had  indicated  the 
nature  of  those  laws  he  would  haye  done  all  he 
sought  to  do,  because  then  he  would  haye  placed 
on  record  what  he  belieyed  to  be  the  principles 
upon  which  legislation  should  be  based  upon  a 
subject,  which,  though  not  so  important  to  this 
colony  as  it  had  been  elsewhere— as  in  Italy  and 
in  India — ^yet  was  of  yery  great  importance  in  some 
districts.  Mr.  Baird  Smith,  one  of  the  best 
authors  on  the  subject,  pointed  out  how,  in  Lom- 
bardo-Yenetia,  the  Gtermanic  inyasion  introduced 
the  feudal  law,  and  altered  the  property  in  those 
matters,  and  that  it  was  only  at  the  Peace  of  Con- 
stance, in  1183,  that  the  Italian  towns  of  Lom- 
bardy recoyered  the  rights  they  had  preyiously 
possessed.  Then  the  writer  went  on  to  say  that, 
m  the  Lombardo-Yeuetian  Kinodom,  water-rights 
in  perpetuity  had  been  granted,  and  he  pointed 
out  how  this  acted  injuriously.  Yarious  Italian 
States  subsequently  enacted  laws  on  these  sub- 
jects. A  collection  of  the  earliest  of  these  laws — 
a  list  of  which  was  found  in  the  Ambiosian 
Library  of  Milan— was  made  in  1210  or  1212; 
but  those  laws  were  much  earlier.  They  were  in 
manuscript,  and  the  manuscript  still  existed  in 
that  library,  and  they  referred  to  old  traditions 
and  customs  which  had  been  known  for  many 
centuries  before.  He  would  conclude  by  moying. 
That  the  Order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill  be  discharged. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  said  he  would 
support  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menxies  if  it 
was  to  haye  no  retrospectiye  action ;  because  at 
present  the  races  on  the  gold  fields  were  ease- 
ments, and  the  Goyemment  could  not  interfeio 
with  them.  But  he  thought  it  was  quite  proper 
that  henceforth  the  Goyemment  should  take  care 
that,  when  they  granted  leases  of  races,  certain 
conditions  should  be  put  in  to  preyent  an  ease- 
ment taking  place.     He  belieyed  that  in  the 
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ooune  of  a  yery  few  yoan  a  laxge  proportion  of 
their  coiintrj  would  have  to  be  lola ;  and  every 
part  of  the  gold  fields  was  reticulated  with  those 
easements  ;  and  he  thought  the  Government,  be- 
fore they  could  sell  the  land,  would  really  have 
to  come  to  some  understanding  with  the  present 
holders  of  the  races.  He  hopra  that,  if  the  Go- 
vernment took  any  action  in  the  matter,  it  would 
not  be  retrospective  action. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  said  that,  in  view  of 
the  very  important  business  awaiting  discussion, 
he  thought  the  honorable  gentleman  had  thrown 
so  much  cold  water  on  his  own  motion  that  the 
Council  would  have  very  little  difficulty  in  dis- 
chargingit. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  EENNY  said  he  thought 
they  had  been  drifting  into  very  great  irregu- 
larities of  late,  and  now  wished  to  call  attention 
to  the  drcumstanoe.  Here  there  was  a  Govern- 
ment Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  for  third  reading ; 
but  by  a  side-wind — by  some  alteration — it  was 
to  be  discharged  from  the  Order  Paper  by  a  pri- 
vate member.  He  took  it  upon  himself  to  assert 
that  that  was  not  regular.  Of  course,  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  had  not  ruled  on  the  point ;  but  it 
bad  been  allowed  to  take  place ;  and  he  ventured 
to  assert  that  it  wat  an  irregularity  which  would 
be  turned  into  a  precedent  on  some  future  day. 
He  did  not  know  how  the  business  of  the  Council 
was  to  go  on  if  they  were  to  adopt  a  different 
practice  from  that  which  had  prevailed  for  the 
last  twenty  years.  He  never  before  heard  of  an 
instance  of  a  long  speech  being  delivered  on  the 
third  reading  of  a  Bill,  the  order  for  which  was 
proposed  to  bo  discharged  by  a  private  member, 
for  no  end  or  purpose  whatever.  If  it  had  been 
anything  in  reference  to  the  Bill — its  recom- 
\nittal,  or  anything  of  the  sort — ^ho  could  hare 
understood  it.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
this  was  an  irregularity  which  ought  not  to  be 
permitted.  The  Government  had  allowed  a  Bill 
in  their  charge  to  be  taken  off  the  Order  Paper 
without  their  sanction,  or,  at  any  rate,  without 
their  action. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  submitted  that  the 
last  speaker  was  not  altogether  correct.  If  lie 
understood  the  honorable  gentleman,  he  said 
it  was  exceedingly  irregular  for  a  private  mem- 
ber to  interfere  with  a  Government  Bill.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  meant  it  was  unusual, 
perhaps  he  agreed  with  him;  but  if  he  went 
further,  and  said  it  was  beyond  the  compe- 
tency of  any  private  member  to  do  so,  he  sub- 
mitted the  honorable  gentleman  was  in  error. 
Any  Bill  before  the  Council,  whether  introduced 
by  the  Government  or  by  any  other  member,  was 
the  property  of  the  Council.  It  might  be  moved 
to  be  discharffed  by  any  member  of  the  Council, 
or  the  seoond  reading  might  be  moved  by  any 
member.  According  to  the  Standing  Orders,  at 
any  stage  whatever,  a  Bill  was  no  more  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Government  than  of  any  member  of 
the  Council.  Therefore  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  in 
moving  that  the  order  be  discharged,  was  not 
transgressing  the  Standing  Orders,  as  it  was 
strictly  competent  for  him  or  any  other  private 
member  to  do  so.  The  Hon.  Colonel  ^nny 
said    the    Government  allowed  the   matter  to 


be  taken  out  of  their  handa.  Now,  he  thought 
honorable  members  would  recollect  that  (he  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary  suggested,  as  a  matter  of 
convenience,  to  give  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  an 
opportunity  of  making  the  remarks  he  was  anxious 
to  make,  tnat  that  honorable  gentleman  should 
move  the  discharge  of  the  Order.  That  was  not 
only  understood  but  expressed  by  the  honorable 
gentleman.  The  arrangement,  which  was  noade 
to  save  the  time  of  the  Council,  was  quite  within 
the  Standing  Orders  i  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  most  cUsastrous  ruling  for  any  Speaker  to 
lay  down,  that  any  Bill  before  the  Council  ooald 
not  be  interfered  with  by  any  member  of  the 
Council. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  wished  to  explain 
that  he  never  used  the  words  "out  of  order.*' 
He  said  it  was  unusual  and  irreffular,  and  ha 
never  knew  an  instanoe  of  the  kind  oefore. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Order  of  the  ^y  fog  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  discharged. 

ANIMAIi9  IMPOBTATION  PBOHIBITION 
BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  had  already  been  in- 
troduced this  session,  and  after  having  been  read 
a  second  time  it  was  dischai^ged  from  the  Order 
Paper,  as  it  was  found  to  be  a  Bill  a£G9cting  trade 
and  commerce,  and  ought  therefore  to  have  been 
introduced,  in  the  usual  and  prescribed  course,  in 
another  place.  The  Bill  had  since  been  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  where  it  had 
passed ;  and  he  thought  it  now  came  before  them  in 
exactly  the  same  shape  as  when  it  was  before  them 
previously.  It  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to 
say  any  more,  as  the  Council  then  affirmed  the 
necessity  for  making  some  provision  for  prevent- 
ing the  introduction  into  this  colony  of  diseases 
in  stock  known  to  prevail  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  the  Australian  colonies. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  had  much  plea- 
sure in  seconding  the  motion.  He  thought  the 
Bill  was  a  very  desirable  one.  It  was  well  known 
that  a  great  many  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases  in  stock  were  prevalent  in  various 
parts  of  the  world.  Yeiy  fortunately  they  had 
got  all  that  they  desired  in  the  shape  of  good 
beasts  of  every  description ;  and  the  importation 
of  any  stock  they  might  obtain  from  elsewhere 
would  not  compensate  for  the  injury  which  would 
result  from  the  introduction  into  the  country  of  a 
disease  that  would  be  productire  of  great  damage 
to  the  stock. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Conuut- 
tee,  reported  to  the  Council  without  amendment^ 
and  read  a  third  time. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  54. — Chairman  to  be  elected  by  county 
electors. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved,  That  the  danse 
be  struck  out. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill ;"  upon  which 
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ft  Atwob  WW  oftlM  for,  with  the  following 
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liftjority  agdnit . 

Kr.  AeUnd, 
Mr.  Bonur, 
Oolonol  Brett, 
CaptMn  FrMor, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  G>.  B.  Johnwm, 


Li6iit.-Ooloiiel  KeDoy, 
Mr.  lAhmAOO, 
Mr.  Meniiai, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.BuMelL 


Noas. 


Mr.  Gempbell, 
Mr.  ChftmberUn, 
Mr.BdwMds, 
Mr.H«a, 
Mr.  Holmee, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.MmtiU, 
Mr.  NnrM, 


Mr.  PaterMo, 
Mr.  Phamtyn, 
Mr.  Bhodee, 
Mr.  Bobinion, 
Mr.  Scotland, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Colonel  Whiimore. 


The  olanee  waa  oonteqnently  itmok 
Gknte  00.— Salarr  of  Chairman. 


out. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  StOKBS  mored,  That  the  fol- 
lowing words  he  added  to  the  ohmse : — "  Pronded 
that  no  Chairman  of  a  Coanty  Coanoil  shall  he 
eligible  to  sit  in  the  Legislatife  ConnoU,  or  to  he 
•ieeted  or  to  sit  as  a  member  of  the  House  of 
BepresentatiTes." 

Qoestion  put^  "That  the  words  of  the  amend- 
nent  -be  added  to  Uw  elanse ;"  npon  whicAi  a 
dirition  was  called  fyt,  with  the  following  ze- 
fOltt— 


IVoes 
Majority  for 


19 
9 

10 


Atu. 


Mr.  Aeland, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Chamberiin, 
Mr.  Bdwards, 
Dr.  Grace, 
ICr.HaU, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Honnes, 
Mr.  G*.  B.  Johnson, 

Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr. 


Lieut.*CoIonel  Kennj, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Phara^, 
Mr.  Bobinson, 
Mr.  Sootland, 
Mr.  Stokee, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Koas. 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Biohardson, 

Mr.BosselL 


The  amendment  was  oonseqnently  agreed  to. 

Clause  146.— Special  loans  may  be  raised  for 
special  purposes. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBB  mored,  That 
the  daose  be  eipunged. 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  Bill ;  upon  which 
ft  division  was  caued  for,  with  the  following  re- 
tnlt:— 

YOL. 


Ayes         ... 
Noes 

Majority  against . 


IS 

16 


Mr.  AcUmd, 

Mr.  Bonar, 

Mr.  Bdwards, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 


Atbb. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Monties, 
Dr.  Pollen, 

SirJ.L.C.  BiohaidMm. 
Mr.  Scotland. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  BreU, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Chamberiin, 
Captain  Fraser, 
l£r.  Holmes, 
Lieut-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  ManteU, 
The 


NOM. 

Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.'Pbterson, 
B£r.  Pbaraayn, 
Mr.  Bobinson, 
Mr.  Bassell, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


as  oonseouently  a^pned  to. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 


The  Coundi  adjourned  at  thirty-five  minntea 
past  ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  BBPBBSENTATiyES. 
Monday,  16^  Oetoher,  1876. 

Xinistaisl  BetidMMNt-Cbfl  SMTsnt^  PriTste  Praetioe- 
Lamtie  Aiylums-  Afent^eneral  sad  Losa  AgsaU 
Sapply.  

Mr.  Sfsaxxb  topk  the. chair  ftt  hulf-pust  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatibs. 

MINISTBBIAL  BESIDBNCBS. 
Mr.  J.  C.  BBOWN  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  are  willing  to  sell  the  Ministerial 
rosidences  ;  and,  if  not,  if  he  will  explain  to  the 
HoQse  why  they  do  not  consider  it  adviiable  so 
to  divpose  of  them  P    His  reason  for  putting  this 

auestion  to  the  Ghovemment  was,  to  ascertain 
tieir  Intentions  with  regard  to  this  matter.  Three 
of  the  Ministerial  rendenoes,  including  repairs 
and  additions  that  had  been  made  from  time  to 
time,  had  already  cost  £17,200.  The  interest  on 
that  sum  at  6  per  cent,  was  £800,  the  insurance 
£170,  wear  and  tear,  say  6  per  cent.,  £^60,  made 
a  total  of  £1,890  ;  and  allowing  £800  for  keeping 
the  grounds  and  fences  in  repair,  the  total  ohiuige 
to  the  counti7  was  at  least  £2,290  a  year.  The 
other  four  Miniiters  were  allowed  by  Act  as 
rent  £160  a  year,  which  amounted  to  £000. 
He  thought  the  Gi>vemment  should  give  some 
intimation  as  to  what  their  intentions  were  with 
regard  to  these  residences.  He  was  desirous 
that  the  information  should  be  given  now,  for 
this  reason :  that  the  lease  of  one  of  the  resi* 
dences— that  occupied  by  the  Natire  Minister 
— was  about  to  expire,  and  it  was  within  the 
bounds  of  pvobahility  that  the  property  would  be 


ZutkOie  Atylumi. 
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pnrohased  »fc  »  yeiy  high  sam.  It  was  better 
that  the  whole  lot  should  be  sold,  as  thej  entailed 
a  Terj  large  unnecessarj  annual  expense  upon  the 
colony. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  GoTemment  did 
not  propose  to  sell  these  residences,  as  thej  sup- 
plied what  appeared  to  the  GoTemment  to  be  a 
very  necessary  want.  Without  going  into  the 
question  of  cost  of  these  residences,  he  might  say 
that  thcT  answered  the  purpose  of  giring  facili- 
ties to  tne  House  to  effect  a  change  of  OoTem- 
xnent  when  the  House  pleased.  Consequently  the 
GoTcmment  were  not  prepared  to  adrise  the 
House  to  sell  these  properties. 

CIYIL  SERVANTS'  PRIVATE  PRACTICE. 
Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  GoTemment,  Whe- 
ther they  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return 
showing — (1.)  The  name  of  each  officer  (if  any) 
in  the  Ci?il  Serrice  who  is  allowed  prirate  prac- 
tice outside  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  (2.)  the 
amount  of  salary  any  officer  allowed  priyate  prac- 
tice is  receinng  from  the  Gt>7emment  ;  (3.)  the 
real  or  estimated  yalue  of  any  prirate  practice  to 
any  officer  per  annum  during  the  last  three 
years?  He  had  tabled  this  question  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  how  many  Civil  servants 
were  drawing  salaries  and  at  the  same  time 
practising  their  professions  privately.  If  reports 
wcro  true,  the  officers  he  referred  to  were  highly 
paid  by  the  colony  for  their  services,  and  yet  they 
were  allowed  to  draw  a  large  income  from  the 

gublic  at  the  same  time.  This  sort  of  thing  was, 
e  considered,  unfair  both  to  many  of  the  Civil 
servants  and  to  the  outside  public  also.  In  his 
future  action  he  would  be  guided  by  the  reply 
he  might  receive  from  the  Government. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  some  of  the  in- 
formation which  the  honorable  gentleman  asked 
for  could  not  be  obtained  by  the  Government,  as 
tliey  had  not  the  means  of  obtaining  it.  The 
honorable  gentleman  wonld  probably  remember 
that  a  return  had  been  laid  on  the  tiible,  on  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  memlxjr  for  Bruce, 
which  would  give  him  the  information  he  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  that  return  only  refeiTed 

to  Civil  servants  whose  salaries  did  not  exceed 

£200.     He  wanted  to  know  the  name  of  every 

officer  in   the   Civil    Service  who  had    private 

'  practice. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  referring  to  many  gentlemen 
who,  though  in  the  employ  of  the  Public  Works 
Department,  were  not  actually  Civil  servants. 

Mr.  LARNACH  explained  that  his  question 
referred  to  every  person  employed  by  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  would 

.  furnish  a  return  which  would  be  an  answer  to 

the  honorable  gentleman's  first  question,  but  they 

could  give  him  no  information  as  to  the  second 

and  third  questions. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 
On  the  question,  That  resolutions  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Supply  be  agreed  to. 
Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Government  whether 


they  would  promise  to  provide  increased  fondfl 
for  the  maintenance  of  lunatic  asylums  in  the 
Province  of  Auckland  in  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates. He  was  so  competely  exnausted  on  Fri- 
day night  that  he  actually  could  not  read  the 
figures,  and  consequently  could  not  bring  the 
matter  before  the  Mouse,  which  refused  to  grant 
him  any  delay.  He  had  now  to  point  out  that 
most  inadequate  provision  vras  made  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  lunatics  in  Auckland.  Through- 
out Auckland,  owing  to  the  fact  that  that  pro- 
vince had  no  Land  Fund,  there  had  been  the 
most  inadequate  provision  made  for  the  gaols  and 
lunatic  asylums.  There  was  a  great  difference 
between  the  population  of  Canterburr  and  that 
of  Auckland.  The  hitter  had  a  very  large  Euro- 
pean population  and  a  very  large  Native  popula- 
tion also,  and  it  was  in  fact  one-thir^  larger  than 
the  popiilation  of  Canterbury.  In  AucklSuid,  the 
sum  allowed  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  waa 
only  £4,506,  while  in  Canterbury  £8,250  was  de- 
voted to  the  purpose.  He  might  draw  attention 
to  one  item.  In  Auckland  there  was  only  £180 
voted  for  medicines  and  medical  comforts,  while 
in  Canterbury  the  sum  of  £300  vras  to  be  given 
for  the  same  purpose.  There  were  other  inequali- 
ties which  he  would  not  trouble  the  House  by 
pointing  out,  but  he  would  simply  ask  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  would,  in  their  supplementary 
estimates,  make  provision  for  increasing  the  ex- 
penditure on  lunatic  asylums  in  the  Province  of 
Auckland. 

Migor  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  felt, 
in  common  with  the  honorable  sentleman,  that 

£  roper  provision  should  be  made  tor  the  care  and 
eeping  of  the  lunatics  all  over  the  colony ;  but 
they  were  placed  at  a  very  considerable  disad- 
vantage in  the  case  of  Aud[land,  because,  when 
they  inquired  what  provision  would  be  necessary 
for  the  next  year,  they  could  obtain  no  informa- 
tion from  the  local  authorities  at  all.    They  were 
therefore  driven  back  upon  the  provincial  esti- 
mates, and  they  accepted  them,  as  they  thought 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  have  provided 
I  what  was  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
I  Lunatic  Asylum,  as  that  Assembly  had  last  year 
'  provided  sufficient  funds  to  carry  on  the  govem- 
I  ment  of  Auckland — not  in  a  lavish,  but  in  an 
efficient  way.    If  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
communicate  with  the  Government,  and  convince 
them  that  those  estimates  were  not  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  required,  the   Government  would 
be  prepared  to  put  down  a  further  sum.  - 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  whether  the  Government 
would  also  do  something  towards  putting  the 
gaols  in  the  Province  of  Auckland  in  a  state  of 
efficiency. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  would 
certainly  do  so  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
afibrd  them  information  as  to  what  was  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  the  schools  concerned 
him  more  than  the  gaols,  and  he  would  Uke  to 
obtain  an  assurance  from  the  Government  that 
they  would  place  the  schools  on  a  proper  footing. 
Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Gk>vem- 
j  ment  last  year  supplied  all  the  money  which  they 
were  told  would  be  necessary  for  the  purpose, 
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and  thej  had  proTided  the  samo  amount  thift 
year. 

Sir  Gh.  GREY  reminded  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  Auckland  had  no  Land  Fund,  and  that 
nearlj  all  its  revenue  wae  taken  from  it,  and  was 
placed  in  a  position  of  absolute  poverty,  but  out 
of  ite  poverty  it  provided  such  »umi  as  it  oould 
for  the  maintenance  of  its  public  institutions. 
He  felt,  however,  that  the  members  from  the  pro- 
Tinoe  would  support  him  in  sajing  that  there 
waa  no  proper  school  accommodation  in  the  Pro- 
▼inoe  of  Auckland,  and  that  the  children  were 
placed  in  dilapidated,  unhealthy  buildings,  which, 
compared  with  the  school  buildings  of  C^terbunr 
and  Otago,  were  a  disffraoe  to  civilixation.  If 
thej  were  to  be  one  cotony  and  live  under  one 
Government,  Auckland  should  be  put  in  the  same 
poeition  as  the  other  provinces.  He  would  not 
nave  troubled  the  House  at  that  moment  had  he 
been  afforded  a  short  delay  on  Friday  night,  when 
ha  was  too  exhausted  to  proceed  further ;  and  all 
he  asked  now  was  that  m  the  matter  of  school 
accommodation  Justice  should  be  done  to  the 
children  of  Auckland. 

Maior  ATKINSON  said  the  whole  question  of 
the  scfiools  had  yet  to  be  dealt  with,  and  when  it 
did  come  up  the  Government  would  see  that  full 
justice  waa  done  to  all  the  schools  throughout 
the  colony. 

Besolutions  agreed  to. 

AGENTGBNEBAL  AND  LOAN  AGENTS. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  MUBBAY  moved.  That,  as  the  colony 
ahould  know  on  what  footing  it  stands  with  re- 
gard to  any  loss  that  might  arise  through  its 
Agent-General  or  Loan  Aoents,  who,  without 
securities  of  any  kind,  will  be  constantly  in  a 
poeition  of  large  liabili^  to  this  colony  in  respect 
of  the  custody  of  money  and  securities,  and  as 
the  audit  of  the  accounts  is  of  an  insufficient 
natora,  thia  House  is  of  opinion  that,  without 
implying  anything  against  the  honor  of  the  Agent- 
General  or  any  ouier  gentleman  who  may  be  asso- 
ciated with  him  as  Loan  Agent,  the  Government 
ia  not  jufltifled  in  continuing  to  place  such  respon- 
aibility  in  the  handa  of  any  two  gentlemen  with- 
out hayine  rery  substantial  securities.  He  was 
indebted  ror  the  tenor  of  thia  motion  to  a  Cabinet 
minute  agreed  to  by  Miniaters  on  the  14th  June 
laat.    In  that  minute  waa  contained  this  pas- 


^  The  GoTemmont  think  it  expedient  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  Colonial  OiBce  desires  that  the 
Crown  Aflanta  should  continue  to  manage  the 
gaamnteed  loans.  The  Gh>Temment  would  also 
ask  the  Colonial  Office,  in  case  it  is  desired  that 
the  Crown  Agents  should  continue  such  manage- 
ment, if  those  gentlemen  will  be  required  to  with- 
draw the  letter,  which  the  Government  consider 
inconaiatent  with  their  employment.  Further,  the 
Goremment,  in  caae  the  Secretary  of  State  deairea 
that  the  Crown  Agents  should  continue  to  be  em- 
ployed, respectfully  ask  on  what  footing  the  colony 
atanda  witn  regard  to  any  loss  that  might  arise 
through  auch  i^nta.  It  haa  lately  been  stated  to 
the  WTemment  that  neither  the  Colonial  Office 


nor  the  Treasuir  holds  itself  responsible  for  the 
Crown  Agents.  If  this  be  the  case,  the  Government 
of  New  Zealand  have  to  consider  that  the  Crown 
Agents,  without  sureties  of  any  kind,  are  con- 
stantly in  a  position  of  large  liability  to  this  colony, 
in  respect  of  the  custody  of  money  and  securities ; 
and  that  the  guarantee  afforded  by  the  periodical 
audit  of  the  Agents'  accounts  is  of  an  insufficient 
nature.  Without  implying  anything  against  the 
honor  of  the  present  occupants  of  the  office,  the 
Government  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  jus- 
tified in  continuing  to  place  such  responsibilities 
in  the  hands  of  any  two  gentlemen  who  might 
hold  the  position  without  having  either  the 
guamntee  of  the  Imperial  Government  or  ivry 
substantial  securities. ' 

That  was  the  resolution  of  the  Government 
themselves  $  and  he  thought  that  anything  of  thia 
nature  would  be  equally  applicable  to  any  Loan 
Agenta  that  might  be  appointed  and  to  the  Agent- 
General.  There  would  be  nothing  invidioua  in 
the  adoption  of  that  course,  as  the  Government' 
had  appointed  a  new  Agent-General,  and  would 
be  penectly  justified  in  twng  proper  security  for 
the  due  administration  of  the  large  sums  placed 
at  hia  disposal.  For  his  own  part,  he  wished  to' 
imply  nothing  disrespectful  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  s^ 
he  merely  wished  to  see  proper  steps  taken  to 
secure  the  interests  of  the  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON  hoped  the  House  would 
not  agree  to  the  reaolution.  To  do  ao  would 
neceaaitate  a  large  expenditure,  for  which  the 
colony  would  receive  no  commensurate  advantage. 
The  experience  of  a  great  many  years  showed  that 
no  loan  had  accrued,  or  was  likely  to  accrue,  from 
the  fact  that  no  security  had  been  taken  from  the 
Loan  Agents.  It  was,  however,  quite  certain 
that  if  these  gentlemen  were  called  upon  to  fur^ 
nish  large  securities,  they  would  charge  an  addi- 
tional amount  on  whatever  duties  they  might 
undertake  on  behalf  of  the  colony.  Moreover, 
there  was  no  necessity  for  calling  upon  them  to 
provide  securities,  because  they  had  not,  nor,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  under  tbe  present  law,  would  they 
have,  any  control  whatever.  When  a  loan  was 
raised,  the  proceeds  were  placed  in  the  bank  to 
the  credit  of  the  colony,  and  were  not  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  Agents.  That,  he  nnderatood, 
would  be  the  method  of  procedure  with  all  future 
Loan  Agenta  who  might  be  appointed,  and  he 
should  issue  instructions  accordingly.  Then 
there  is  another  point.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man wishes  the  House  to  understand  tl^t  the 
audit  in  London  is  not  sufficiently  stringent. 

Mr.  MURRAY  referred  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  the  Executive  Minute  No.  11,  pasaed  on 
the  14th  June,  1876  (B.  3,  p.  8),  which  showed 
that  be  waa  himself  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mfyor  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  genUe- 
man  had  as  usual  become  enveloped  in  one  of 
those  mista  which  obscured  his  mental  vision. 
The  honorable  gentleman  referred  to  a  statement 
which  he  (Major  Atkinson)  was  rery  careful  to 
alter  by  legislation  last  year.  The  audit,  so  fiur 
as  he  know,  was  absolutely  perfect,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  matter,  because  the 
Auditor  did  not  come  into  play  until  after  the 
money  was  paid. 


Suppfy. 
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Mr.  MUKBAT  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  oTidently  labouring  under  a  mistake.  The 
minute  was  stated  to  hare  been  agreed  to  by  the 
Bxeoutire  on  the  18th  June  last,  and  approred  in 
Cabinet  on  the  14th  June.  The  honorable  ^tie- 
man  snxelj  had  not  seen  this  stated  in  his  own 
Treasury  memorandum  ? 

Mijor  ATKINSON  said  that  did  not  apply  to 
the  matter  under  oonsideration.  As  he  had  al- 
ready stated,  all  moneys  raised  on  loan  were 
paid  into  the  Bank  direot  to  the  credit  of  the 
colony,  and  the  only  time  any  monrrs  were 
handed  to  these  gentlemen  was  when  my  bad 
manufactured  the  debentures.  However,  under 
the  LoMi  Aot  now  before  the  House  the  Gorem- 
ment  proposed  to  render  it  neoes^ary  that  erery 
cheque  Aonld  be  oountersigned  by  the  London 
Oommissioner  of  Audit,  or  by  an  officer  appointed 
by  him. 

Mr.  MURRAT.^-By  a  clerk. 

M^or  ATKINBON.—By  an  officer  appointed 
by  hiiti,  so  as  to  gire  additional  security.  The 
honorable  gentleman  wts  evidently  thinking  of 
the  Grown  Agents,  and  not  the  Loan  Agents. 
Considerable  sums  of  money  did  pass  through  the 
hands  of  the  Crown  Acents,  and  under  the  new 
tfrnnsements  they  i^ould  have  still  larger  sums 
pkcea  in  th^  care.  The  interest  paid  quarterly 
was  banded  orer  to  these  gentlemen,  and  was 
dbieed  to  a  separato  account  at  their  bankers. 
The  Loan  Agents  wcnid  hare  no  power.  They 
would  merely  hare  to  sign  the  debentures,  and 
the  moment  they  were  signed  tliey  would  pass 
into  the  keeping  of  the  Audit  Officer,  who  would 
bo  rcfponsible  for  their  distribution  amongst  the 
pttrcliasers.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  eri- 
dently  mistaken,  and  there  was  therefore  no 
necessity  for  change.  If  the  House  passed  the 
motion  the  colony  would  simply  hare  to  pay  the 
Loan  Agents  an  increased  commission,  and  that 
would  bo  its  only  eflbotL 

Amendment  negatired. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Clabs  ni.— Postal  ahd  Txliobiph. 

Postal  Department,  £142,9i7. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  attention  had  been 
prbTiottsly  called  to  some  slight  increases  to 
salaries  in  this  department.  He  had  made  in- 
quiry, and  found  that  the  Postal  Department  was 
more  hcarily  worked  than  any  other  department 
in  the  colony,  and,  he  thought,  probably  under- 
paid. From  a  return  laid  on  the  table  it  would 
seem  Miat  the  receipts  from  the  department 
in  1869-70  amounted  to  orer  £69,000,  while  in 
1876-76  the  receipts  had  been  nearly  doubled, 
amounting  to  over  £80,000.  Looking  at  the 
small  salaries  paid,  and  all  the  circumstances,  he 
thought  there  was  no  increase  proposed  that  was 
not  justified.  He  would  call  attention  to  a 
number  of  items  in  this  department  for  steam 
i^errices,  trhich  might,  he  thought,  be  dispensed 
with,  and  thus  effect  a  large  saving.  He  refert'cd 
to — Subsidy  to  Chathora  Island  Service,  £150 ; 
Intcrprorincisl  Services,  £1,760 ;  Steam  Serrice, 
West  Coast,  Middle  Island,  £4,000  {  Steam  Ser- 


vice, Bast  Coast,  North  Island,  £8.900 ;  Steam 
Service,  Wellington  and  Kaikoura,  £400 ;  Steam 
Senrice  Subsidy  for  Blind  Bay,  £180 ;  Steam 
Service  to  Fiji,  £2,600.  The  Provinoial  Govern- 
ments had  paid  a  portion  of  some  of  these  subsi- 
dies, but  if  the  services  were  oonttnned  the  whole 
expenses  would  fall  on  the  colonj. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  that  if  the  Act  whidi  was 
passed  in  1868^  was  still  in  force  they  might  die- 
pense  with  a  great  many  of  these  local  seniesa. 
Of  course  it  would  be  unwise  to  strike  them  oak 
this  year.  Now  thai  they  had  tetegiaphie  oeim- 
municattoB  to  all  paria  of  both  iswads,  the  de- 
livery of  the  mails  a  day  sooner  or  later  did 
not  signify  much.  Ha  hoped  tho  PosfeoMster- 
Oenerai  would  himself  tafce  the  matter  in  hand. 
He  oonsidered  the  payment  of  ttiese  eabsidisB  as 
a  waste  of  moner. 

Mr.  WfilTA'KBB  said  that  Uiese  iteme  had 
been,  as  usual,  put  on  the  estimates  in  order  that 
honmble  members  might  ezprees  their  opinion 
rsgardinff  them. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  tiiey  coirid  dispense  with  the 
Fiji  Service  if  the  steam  servioe  arrangement 
apwed  to  by  the  House  were  carried  out. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  thought  the  first  item  <<  In* 
terproTtnoiid  Services,  £1,760,"  might  be  reduced 
by  £J|800,  the  amount  paid  for  carrying  the 
mails  between  Nelson  and  the  West  Cosist^  aa 
there  was  constant  communtcatioB  between  these 
places.  He  could  not  take  off  the  whole  of  the 
items  at  once,  as  contracts  were  running  on  whioh 
could  not  be  broken,  but  if  the  Committee  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  they  should  be  taken 
off,  he  would  have  them  reduced,  and  promise 
that  no  more  contracts  should  be  enteied  into. 

Mr.  HUNTBB  wished  to  explain  that  Mr. 
Edwards,  the  member  of  the  LegislatiTc  Council, 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  company  whioh  had 
the  oontiact  for  couTcying  the  nails  between 
Nelson  and  the  West  Coast. 

Sir  B.  DOVGhLAS  wished  to  know  if  the 
QoTcmment  intended  to  out  off  all  communica- 
tion by  steamer  between  the  small  norts  in  the 
North  of  Auckland,  and  have  the  mails  oouTeyed 
by  cutters  and  other  sailing  vessels. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  that  none  of  the 
services  alluded  to  had  reference  to  the  North  of 
Auckland. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  said  there  was  but  one 
small  subsidy  paid  to  a  steamer  in  AuoUaad, 
trading  between  Whsngarsl  and  Auckland.  It 
sometimes  took  fourteen  days  to  oonrey  the  mails 
between  Auckland  and  that  disMct — a  longer 
time  than  was  required  to  oonvsy  mails  between 
Sydney  and  Auckland.  If  any  rednotiens  wore 
to  be  made  in  these  subsidies,  they  should  be 
made  all  over  the  colony,  and  not  in  one  part 
of  it. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN  observed  that  the  item  "Steam 
Servioe  to  Queensland  "  was  left  blank,  although 
last  year  a  sum  of  £6,000  was  placed  on  the 
estimates  for  it.  He  would  Hke  to  know  vdiat 
steps  the  Government  had  taken  to  carry  out  this 
servioe.  If  they  had  taken  ne  aotioi^  he  would 
like  to  know  the  reason. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  the  eorrespendcBce  on 
the  subject  had  been  moved  for  by  the  honorable 
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member  for  the  Thamee,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
It  rested  with  Queensland  to  take  some  action  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  8HBBHAN  beliered  it  was  nerer  intended 
br  the  Qovemment  to  carry  oat  this  serrioe. 
Ae  honormble  member  for  Bosljn  said  the 
eoastal  serrices  would  be  no  longer  neoessaTj. 
That  did  not  applr  to  the  ports  uorth  of  Aaok- 
land ;  and  the  Groremment  woald  be  acting 
nnwiselj  if  thej  did  not  subsidize  the  steam 
■errices  in  Auouand.  Nothing  had  done  more 
to  derelop  the  north  of  Auckland  than  the  steam 
ierrices  daring  the  last  Htc  or  six  years.  It 
would  be  many  years  before  they  had  good  road 
oornmuuioation  in  the  north  of  Auckland,  or  rail* 
wars.  There  was  magmfleent  water  carriage  by 
harbours  and  tidal  rivers,  and  it  was  upon  tble 
ahores  of  those  harbours  and  tidal  rivers  that  set* 
tlement  took  place.  These  subsidies  supplied  the 
want  caused  by  the  absence  of  road  communica* 
tion  ;  and  if  they  were  stopped,  the  effect  would 
be  rery  seriously  felt  by  the  districts  to  the  north 
of  Auckland.  Se  would  gire  most  unqualified 
tattamony  to  the  fact  that,  but  for  the  existence 
of  these  serrices,  the  work  of  settlement  could  not 
hare  been  carried  on  in  many  places  to  the  north 
of  Auckland.  He  beliered  thst  as  time  went  on 
these  subsidies  would  not  be  required,  and  two 
or  three  services  had  already  been  made  self- 
■uppoiting.  There  were  some  that  wera  not 
yet  self-supporting,  and  rsquired  further  on- 
oouragement.  He  hoped  the  Postmaster-Oeneral 
would  see  his  way  to  putting  £1,000  or  £1,600 
on  the  estimates  for  continning  such  subsidies. 

Mr.  WHITAEER  said  the  question  did  not 
arise  on  the  estimates.  In  the  supplementary 
eatimates  which  would  be  brought  down,  all  the 
serrioee  subsidissd  to  the  north  of  Auckland 
would  be  inserted,  with  the  view  to  their  being 
disoussed  in  the  House.  He  did  not  pledge 
himtA^^  either  to  support  or  to  oppose  them, 
and  the  House  would  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
eboumstances  of  each. 

Mr.  MAOFABLANB  thought  that  a  reduction 
of  £20,000  might  be  made  under  the  head  of 
Postal  serrices,  £10,000  on  the  San  Frandaoo 
contract,  and  the  remainder  on  the  special 
■anioes  included  in  the  estimates. 

Mr.  BABFF  maintained  that  it  would  be  rery 
nnfiur  indeed  for  the  House  to  stop  the  subsidy 
to  steamers  carrying  mails  to  the  West  Coast. 
If  the  Houto  made  any  alteration,  the  reductions 
should  be  made  general  throughout  the  colony, 
ao  that  every  one  should  be  treated  alike.  Ue 
did  not  see  any  necessity  for  striking  off  the  item 
lor  subsidixing  the  steamers  carrying  the  mails 
to  the  West  Coast.  The  subsidy  had  been  the 
BMans  of  inducing  settlement  on  the  West  Coast, 
•ad,  if  stopped,  the  mails  would  not  in  future 
be  received  with  any  degree  of  regularity.  The 
English  mails  via  San  Francisco  would  be  de- 
tained at  all  sorts  of  places  on  the  way  from 
Auckland,  and  that  service  would  become  utterly 
naeless  to  the  West  Coast.  He  did  not  know 
whether  he  should  have  another  opportunity  of 
voting  on  the  San  Franasco  Service,  but  he  would 
oartiunly  oppose  it  if  the  West  Coast  would  not 
MOiiTe  any  benaitfroBi  it. 


Mr.  EBNNBDY  amed  that  if  the  subsidy 
were  not  continued,  uie  residents  on  the  West 
Coast  would  not  derive  any  advantage  from  the 
San  Francisco  Service.  A  sum  of  £45,000  was 
put  down  for  that  service,  and  £8,000  for  the' 
Sues  Mail,  from  neither  of  which  would  the  West 
Coast  residents  receive  any  advantace  whatever 
if  the  subsidy  was  stopped.  If  the  House  deter* 
mined  not  to  pay  for  any  coastal  services  what- 
erer,  he  would  be  satisf&ed  to  forego  that  to  the 
West  Coast.  The  other  day,  when  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Service  was  under  consideration,  it  was 
suggested  that  the  contractors  should  have  the 
right  to  terminate  their  liability  by  delivering  the 
mails  at  Auckland,  and  should  not  be  called  on  to 
distribute  them.  If  that  suggestion  were  adopted 
with  reference  to  the  colony,  a  very  large  saving 
would  be  effected — ^in  fact,  four  times  the  amount 
of  the  West  Coast  subsidy.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  there  were  enough  steamers  trading 
from  Auckland  to  carry  the  mails  from  there. 
He  asked  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  this, 
that  neither  under  the  San  Francisco  nor  Sues 
Serrioe  was  any  provision  made  for  the  West 
Coast,  whore  there  was  a  population  of  something 
like  80,000  people,  and  it  was  but  fair  that  some 
consideration  should  be  shown  to  them.  If  the 
Committee  struck  out  the  West  Coast  subsidy, 
he  should  consider  it  his  duty  to  oppose  all  other 
similar  items  for  coastal  services. 

Mr.  CUBTIS  asked  the  Postmaster-General 
how  it  was  proposed  to  deal  with  the  following 
vote:— "Steam  Service,  West  Coast,  Middle  Is- 
land, £4,000." 

Mr.  WHITAEEB  had  already  expressed  his 
opinion  that  this  service  was  unnecessary,  and  he 
proposed  to  strike  it  out.  These  services  had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  House  from  time  to  time, 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  perfectly  right  to 
place  them  on  the  estimates,  and  thus  mve  the 
House  an  opportunity  to  discuss  them.  He  waa 
of  opinion  that  these  services  were  unnecessary, 
and  if  the  Committee  held  the  same  view  they 
would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  REID  said  the  effect  these  subsidized  ser- 
vices had  upon  the  commerce  of  the  country 
should  be  remembered.  Thev  now  had  large 
shipments  direct  from  EngUmd  to  various  ports, 
portions  of  which  were  transhipped  coastwim, 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  commerce  of  tho 
country.  If  these  subsidies  were  struck  off  a 
groat  deal  of  trade  would-be  again  driven  to  Mel- 
bourne, for  the  great  commercial  defect  of  this 
country  was  the  tnsuiBcient  carrying  trade.  In 
Otago  and  Canterbury  they  grew  wheat,  which 
was  exported  to  Melbourne,  and  was  afterwards 
imported  to  the  West  Coast  as  flour.  Would  it 
not  be  better  to  continue  these  subsidies  for  a 
short  time  until  there  should  be  no  necessity  for 
them  P  Perhaps  they  might  be  reduced,  for  the 
services  would  ffradually  become  self-supporting. 
They  hod  rushed  in  hurriedly  to  grant  these  sub- 
sidies, and  now  it  was  proposed  to  abolish  them. 
That  would  be  like  the  action  taken  with  rafer- 
ence  to  distillation.  A  large  amount  of  revenue 
was  forfeited  in  order  to  establish  distiUsries,  and 
then  a  heavv  sum  was  paid  to  get  rid  of  that 
which  the  colony  had  fostered  at  a  great  ooit 
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Kr.  aiBBS  hoped  the  item,  "  Steam  Service 
Subsidy  for  Blind  Bay,  £180/'  would  not  be 
struck  out.  A  steamer  subsidised  was  really  the 
only  regular  means  of  communication  between 
the  district  he  represented  and  the  world  beyond. 
Some  small  sailing  yessels  traded,  but  would  not 
be  Tery  useful  for  postal  purposes.  The  subsidy 
had  been  paid  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  by  the 
province,  and  had  been  gradually  reduced,  until 
it  had  reached  what  was  considered  a  minimum. 
If  they  stopped  the  subsidy,  it  would  be  a  yery 
serious  matter  indeed  for  the  district  interested, 
the  population  in  which  was  not  now  large,  but, 
if  they  stopped  the  present  means  of  communica- 
tion, it  would  lerj  seriously  tend  to  proTent  the 
number  of  residents  from  increasing. 

Mr.  HUNTER  agreed  very  much  with  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Taierit  ^nd 
he  could  speak  as  one  having  no  interest  in  any 
of  the  steam  companies.  The  Customs  rerenue  of 
the  colony  had  steadily  increased  for  a  consider- 
able time,  and  he  thought  the  trade  opened  up 
by  the  subsidized  coastal  services  had  contributed 
greatly  to  cause  that.  Very  great  care  should  be 
taken  in  interfering  with  these  services,  which 
tended  to  promote  the  settlement  and  occupation 
of  the  country  in  places  where  settlement  would 
not  have  been  carried  on  were  it  not  for  the 
■absidized  steamers. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  differed  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Wellington  City.  Any  one  in  busi- 
ness must  find  a  market  for  his  commodities,  and 
those  who  were  engaged  in  shipping  must  find 
places  for  their  steamers  to  run  to.  He  differed 
from  the  honorable  member  for  Taieri  also  in 
thinking  that  it  would  drive  trade  to  Melbourne, 
because  merchants  there  would  have  to  pay  duty 
both  in  Victoria  and  New  Zealand.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  merchants  of  New  Zealand  to  compete 
with  the  Melbourne  merchants,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  they  would  do  so.  He  did  not  see  why 
the  colony  should  be  put  to  the  expense  of  sub- 
sidizing steamers  to  run  to  every  little  place  the 
inhabitants  of  which  asked  for  it. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB  moved  that  the  item  "Inter- 
proTincial  Services,  £1,760,"  be  reduced  by  £250. 
If  that  were  agreed  to,  he  would  take  it  as  an 
indication  of  the  wish  of  the  Committee  that 
these  services  should  be  discontinued  as  soon 
aa  notice  was  given  to  the  contractors.  Four 
mouths  of  the  year  had  already  elapsed,  so  that 
it  would  not  be  possible-to  strike  a  large  amount 
off  the  subsidies  this  year,  as  there  were  the 
liabilitiee  the  Government  were  under  to  the 
contractors. 

Mr.  BABFF  would  like  to  know  what  services 
were  to  be  sacrificed. 

Mr.  WHITAKSB  said  that,  amongst  others, 
there  was  a  subsidy  of  £1,300  paid  to  Messrs. 
Edwards  and  Co.,  of  Nelson,  for  steamers  on  the 
West  Coast,  which  would  be  struck  off. 

Mr.  BABFF  thought,  if  that  were  going  to  be 
done,  they  might  as  well  revert  to  the  old  plan 
of  having  a  Government  brig  calling  at  the  differ- 
ent places  about  once  in  three  monUis  or  so. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  such  an  idea  was  absurd. 
There  were  about  eighty  steamers  now  running 
on  the  coasts  of  New  Zealand,  and  the  owners 


of  some  of  them  would  be  very  glad  to  carry  on 
these  services  without  subsidy. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  would  ask  if  the  Gbyernment 
would  be  prepared  to  pay  a  subsidy  to  steamers 
for  taking  the  Suez  mail  from  Hokitika.  There 
was  £8,000  on  the  estimates  for  paying  for  a 
Suez  Service  from  the  Bluff,  but  that  was  not  the 
slightest  use  to  the  West  Coast.  There  ought  to 
be  an  alternative  service.  He  would  point  out 
that  the  £4,000  for  this  service  was  put  on  the 
estimates  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  MacandreWy 
who  alleged  at  the  time  that  there  was  a  large 
trade  being  carried  on  between  Melbourne  and 
the  West  Coast  which  could  be  diyerted  to  New 
Zealand.  The  extent  of  the  trade  between  Mel- 
bourne and  that  part  of  the  colony  amounted  to 
upwards  of  £400,000  a  year.  He  did  not  know 
how  much  of  that  had  been  diverted  to  Dunedin 
by  means  of  this  service,  but  he  felt  sure  it  was 
considerable.  It  was  not  only  the  West  Coast* 
but  all  parts  of  the  colony,  that  would  suffer  by 
the  cessation  of  this  subsidy.  Under  existing 
arrangements,  steamers  leaving  Nelson  were  fre- 
quently detained  three  or  four  days  at  Nelson 
waiting  for  the  mails,  but  if  these  subsidies  were 
discontinued,  it  would  be  often  found  that  the 
mails  would  not  be  delirered  for  eight  or  ten 
days  after  arrival  at  Nelson. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
the  GK>vemment  to  see  that  the  mails  were  pro- 
perly distributed  to  all  parts  of  the  colony.  He 
belieyed  that  the  steamers  would  run  just  as  much 
without  the  subsidy  as  with  it. 

Mr.  MUBBAT  asked  if  any  reply  had  been 
received  to  the  teleeram  sent  to  the  Sydney  Qeo- 
yemment  on  Saturday,  with  regard  to  the  modifi- 
cation of  the  San  Francisco  Mail  Service.  If  the 
£8*000  for  the  Suez  Service  was  still  retained,  the 
cost  of  steam  mail  service  in  the  colony  would  be 
£82,000  a  year,  instead  of  half  that  amount,  as 
the  honorable  gentleman  tried  to  make  out  on  a 
previous  occasion. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  pointed  out  that  the  £8,000 
was  paid  to  the  Melbourne  Goyemment  for  send- 
ing letters  by  way  of  Suez.  As  these  letters  were 
charged  6d.  each  for  postage,  the  money  vras 
recouped.  He  had  not  received  a  reply  from  the 
Sydney  Government  or  contractors.  On  Satur- 
day morning  he  sent  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Committee  in  extento  both  to  the  Sydney  Gh>- 
vemment  and  to  the  agents  to  the  contractors, 
but  had  not  yet  received  a  reply. 

Item,  £1,760,  reduced  by  £260. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  moyed,  "That  the  item 
''Steam  Service,  West  Coast,  MiddU)  Ishmd, 
£4,000,"  be  reduced  by  £100.  This  service  must 
go  on  till  June  nex£,  as  the  contract  would  not 
terminate  before  that  date ;  and  if  this  small 
reduction  was  agreed  to,  he  would  take  it  as  an 
intimation  that  the  service  should  be  stopped  as 
speedily  as  possible. 

Mr.  BEID  pointed  out  that  the  Committee 
would  be  placed  in  a  very  unfair  position  with 
regard  to  this  yote.  He  believed  the  service 
could  be  carried  on  for  a  less  amount,  and  would 
be  ready  to  yote  for  a  reduction,  but  not  as  an  inti- 
mation that  he  wished  to  see  the  service  stopped. 
It  would  be  a  great  miatake  to  pat «  stop  to  thi« 
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He  beliered  the  GoTernment  oonld  make 
•mngemento,  as  soon  as  the  present  contract 
ienninated,  to  reduce  the  sabstdy,  possibly  by  one- 
half,  and  oertainljr  bj  a  large  amount,  for  it  was 
a  ffood  ser?ioe,  and  likely  at  an  early  date  to  be 
independent  of  all  subeidy.  It  would  be  much 
bettor  for  the  Goremment  to  take  the  whole  Tote, 
and  then,  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract  time, 
to  get  the  earriee  performed  for  aa  much  less  as 
possible. 

Mr.  BABFF  took  it  for  mnted  that  this  item 
referred  to  the  subsidy  to  the  steamer  "  Maori." 
If  such  wore  the  case,  it  would  be  a  most  suicidal 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Qoyemment  to 
•top  the  Bubaidy.  The  Poetmastor-Qeneral  placed 
honorable  members  in  a  most  unfair  position  by 
proposing  so  small  a  reduction  as  £100,  and  then 
saying  he  would  take  it  aa  an  intimation  that  the 
Committee  desired  the  subsidy  should  be  done 
awa^  with  altogether.  This  was  a  most  useful 
■emce.  The  "  Maori "  made  monthly  trips  to  a 
number  of  places  along  the  coast  where  other 


not  go,  and  tended  to  promote 
settlement,  because  persons  were  ready  to  locate 
themselTea  in  different  places,  fooling  sure  that 
thcT  would  be  supplied  with  proTisions ;  whereas 
if  the  steamer  did  not  run,  they  would  no  longer 
have  Buoh  an  inducement  to  settle  down  there. 
This  item  was  formerly  placed  on  the  estimate  of 
Otago  and  Westland  together. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  expUuned  that  £2,500  was 
allowed  for  the  serrice  by  the  Proyindal  Gt>Tem- 
ment  of  Otago,  and  £1,600  by  the  colony. 

Mr.  BAIUPF  said  that  Otago  and  the  West 
Coast  had  equally  derired  adrantaffe  from  the 
trade  which  had  been  established.  He  considered 
that  it  would  be  a  rery  bad  day  indeed  when  the 
steamer  '*  Mapri  "  was  teken  off  the  line ;  and  he 
beliered  that  if  such  a  thing  happened,  settle- 
ment would  be  greatly  discouraged. 

Mr.  CUBTIS  said  that  the  oueetion  for  the 
Committee  to  consider  was  whether  this  service 
should  be  continued  or  not. 

Mr.  BARFF  said  that  the  steamer '*  Maori " 
was  the  only  vessel  which  went  past  a  certain 
point  on  the  West  Coast  to  the  south.  It  went 
to  places  where  no  other  vessels  ever  visited,  and 
consequently  as  soon  aa  it  stopped  running  a 
number  of  persons  would  suffer  from  the  want  of 
provisions,  &o. 

Mr.  LUMSDEN  said  that  unless  there  were 
some  means  of  communication  with  the  com- 
mercial centres,  special  settlemento  on  the  coast 
must  be  a  failure.  It  was  desirable  that  a 
steamer  should  be  snhsidixed,  because  sailing 
veasols  could  not  be  depended  upon  to  call  at 
the  various  small  settlements.  He  would  not 
support  any  motion  for  striking  out  the  vote. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  would  move,  That  the  item 
he  reduced  to  £8,500. 

Mr.  WHITAXER  explained  that  the  contract 
waa  from  last  June  to  next  June ;  and  there- 
fore the  amount  would  have  to  be  paid  up  to 
that  time.  His  reason  for  moving  tl»t  the  sum 
be  reduced  by  £100  was  that  the  Committee 
mi^t  have  an  opfjortanity  of  expressing  their 
onnion  regarding  it.  If  the  Committee  desired 
tDat  the  service  should  be  stopped,  they  would 


vote  for  the  reduction  of  the  amount  by  £100 ; 
and  then  the  Government  would  get  rid  of  the 
service  as  soon  as  possible.  He  would  remind 
honorable  members  that  those  who  voted  for  the 
reduction  by  £100  would,  in  reality,  be  voting 
for  the  discontinuance  of  the  service  as  soon  as 
it  could  be  discontinued. 

Mr.  LABNACH  hoped  the  vot«  would  not  be 
struck  out.  If  it  were  struck  out,  the  settlers  in 
Martin's  Bay  would  soon  be  reduced  to  a  state 
of  starvation,  because  t|^ey  would  be  unable  to 
get  any  provisions. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  was  anxious  to  see  all  possible 
reductions  made,  but  at  the  same  time  he  did 
not  wish  to  see  this  service  done  away  with,  as  in 
his  opinion  the  result  of  doing  so  would  be  disas- 
trous. 

Mr.  JOYCE  thought  it  would  be  a  most  in- 
judicious thinff  to  abolish  this  service.  A  great 
many  people  nad  been  induced  to  settle  on  the 
west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island  under  the  belief 
that  the  steamer  '<  Maori  "  would  continue  to  brine 
them  supplies.  At  the  same  time  he  believed 
the  owners  of  the  ''  Maori "  might  possibly  be 
induced  to  do  the  work  at  a  lower  rate.  He 
thought  that  during  the  recess  the  Government 
should  consider  in  what  direction  the  reductions 
sliould  be  made. 

Mr.  BBID  said  that  if  the  Government  had 
wished  to  test  this  question,  they  could  have 
brought  down  a  resolution  to  say  that  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  existing  contract  with  the  steamer 
"  Maori "  the  service  should  be  discontinued,  or 
that  after  a  certain  day  the  subsidy  should  be 
reduced.  They  were  told  that  if  they  voted  for 
the  reduction  of  the  amount  by  £100,  they  would 
be  voting  for  doing  away  with  the  service  alto- 
gether. He  would  suggest  that  the  Government 
should,  six  months  before  the  expiration  of  the 
present  contract  with  the  "  Maori,"  call  for  tenders 
for  the  continuation  of  the  service  for  two  or 
three  years — ^the  acceptance  of  the  tenders  being 
subject  to  a  vote  being  obtained  from  the  As- 
sembly. He  was  not  at  all  certain  that  the  work 
could  not  be  done  for  £1,000  a  year. 

Mr.  LIJSE  understood  that  the  Government 
wished  the  Committee  to  give  an  expression  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  serrice  should  be  done 
away  with  or  not.  He  was  certainly  prepared  to 
vote  with  the  Ghovemment  whenever  thev  saw 
their  way  to  effect  retrenchment,  and  therefore  he 
would  support  them  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BBOWN  considered  the  proposal 
of  the  Postmaster-G«neral  Tcry  reasonaole.  It 
was  not  intended  to  do  away  with  the  service  al- 
together, but  to  reduce  ito  cost. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  hoped  the  question  of 
fostering  trade  would  not  be  mixed  up  with  the 
postal  service.  The  question  of  subsidizing  a 
steamer  to  encourage  trade  should  be  discussed 
upon  ite  merits ;  but  as  the  Postmaster-Gbneral 
had  said  that  a  postel  service  might  be  main- 
tained for  a  less  sum,  the  House  should  sup- 
port him. 

Mr.  BARFF  wished  to  know  why  a  dead-set 
should  be  made  against  the  West  Coast  of  the 
Middle  Island.  A  reduction  of  £250  was  made 
on  the  last  item,  which  would  materially  interfere 
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with  the  serrioe  by  way  of  Nelson.  If  reduo- 
tions  were  to  be  made  in  Bervioes  of  this  kind, 
they  ought  to  extend  to  the  whole  of  New  Zea- 
land. Within  the  last  three  or  four  daTS  he  had 
heard  the  people  of  the  West  Ooast  spoken  of  as 
"locusts;  bat  it  appeared  to  him  that  they 
were  going  to  be  treated  worse  than  locusts.  He 
rememberod  that,  when  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Oanterbary  Froyincial  Oooncil  a  great  many 
years  ago,  they  roted  £1,000  as  a  subsidy  for 
a  small  steamer  that  ran  to  Pigeon  Bay,  Akaroa, 
or  somewhere  about  the  peninsula,  and  yet  the 
honorable  member  for  Akaroa  objected  to  a  Tote 
which  would  greatly  increase  the  trade  of  the 
colony.  If  thu  senrice  were  disoontinuod,  great 
mjury  would  be  done  to  the  settlements  tooth  of 
Hokitika. 

Mr.  M  ANDBBS  said  the  visits  of  the  "  Maori  " 
had  been  of  very  great  service  to  the  settlers  at 
Martin's  Bay,  and  had  done  a  good  deal  toward 
encouraging  settlement  not  only  at  that  plaoe, 
but  at  the  Tarious  islands  and  other  places  of 
settlement.  He  had  receiTcd  a  letter  from  a 
settler  at  Martin's  Bay  who  spoke  regretfully  of 
the  possibility  of  the  stoppage  of  the  "  Maori's  " 
visits.  There  had  been  a  mat  deal  of  jealousy 
at  Hokitika  about  the  "Maori's"  visits,  as  the 
merchants  there  thought  it  would  interfere  with 
their  trade.  He  would  have  no  objeotion  to  the 
vote  being  reduced  by  £100  if  it  were  done  upon 
the  understanding  that  tenders  should  be  called 
for  with  the  view  of  getting  the  service  at  a 
reduced  rate  after  June  next.  The  service  as  a 
postal  service  was  not  of  great  value,  but  in  other 
ways  it  was  of  great  benefit. 

Mr.  KBNNBDY  hoped  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  would  give  an  assurance  that,  in  Uie 
event  of  the  vote  being  reduced,  the  service 
should  be  continoed.  As  to  the  value  of  the 
service,  nothing  that  he  could  say  would  have 
such  force  as  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Maoan- 
drew,  when  the  vote  was  first  passed  by  the 
House  in  1878.  The  honorable  gentleman  then 
•bowed  very  oonolusively  that  the  visits  of  the 
subsidized  steamer  would  not  only  encourage 
trade,  but  would  divert  a  ereat  portion  of  that 
which  found  its  way  to  Melbourne  from  the 
West  Ooast.  The  oircumstanees  had  not  altered 
since  that  statement  was  made  to  the  House  $  and 
it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  this  was  a  matter 
which  concerned  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
whole  colony,  and  not  those  of  the  West  Coast 
only.  Wellington,  Lyttelton,  Nelson,  and  Dun- 
edin  would  all  derive  some  advantage,  and  it  was 
a  short-siffhted  policy  to  oppose  the  vote.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  if  the  vote  were  struck  off,  the 
efieot  would  be  to  stamp  out  the  Jackson's  Bay 
Settlement  altogether.  He  would  rather  hear  the 
Government  say  that  they  intended  to  spend  no 
more  money  upon  that  settlement  than  to  discon- 
tinue this  vote ;  £12,000  or  £16,000  had  been 
spent  upon  the  settlement,  and  £7,000  or  £8,000 
more  had  yet  to  be  expended,  with  what  advan- 
tage to  the  colony  remained  to  be  seen.  He 
hoped  the  vote  would  not  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  BURNS  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  Valley  was  at  last  becoming  alive  to  the 
eifeots  of  the  Abolition  policy.    It  was  the  on* 


fortunate  Province  of  Otago  that  started  Uus 
service;  and  now  that  they  were  left  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  Gteneral  Government,  it 
was  to  be  discontinued.  In  the  words  of  the  old 
proverb,  he  could  only  say,  "  Served  them  rif^t !" 

Mr.  BABFF  nid  the  honoiable  member  was 
altogether  mistaken  in  the  idea  that  the  Province 
of  Otago  alone  started  the  idea  of  establishing 
this  service.  It  resulted  partly  from  a  consulta- 
tion that  took  place  between  him  and  l£r.  Mao- 
aadrsw  many  yean  ago,  with  reference  to  the 
importance  of  openins  up  eommixnioation  be- 
tween Otago  and  Westwnd. 

Mr.  WMITAEEB  said  it  was  obvions  there 
was  a  strong  feeling  aaainst  doinc  away  with  the 
service ;  bat  if  the  House  would  pass  the  items 
as  thev  stood,  the  Government  vrould  reduee  Uia 
cost  of  the  eervice  as  much  as  poesible  between 
this  and  the  next  session.  They  would  not 
aeoept  any  new  contract  after  the  expiration  of 
the  present  one  in  June,  so  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion could  be  brought  under  the  oonsideration  of 
the  Assembly  next  year,  unfettered  by  any  en- 
gagements. The  service  would  only  be  renewed 
to  the  extent  of  eoabliog  Pailiament  to  deal  with 
it  next  session.  If  tint  was  the  wish  of  the 
House,  he  would  take  the  vote  upon  that  mdsr- 
atanding.  The  vote  already  passed  wi^uld  be 
trsated  in  the  same  way-  as  the  other  votes. 
They  would  be  reduced  as  much  as  possible,  and 
the  services  would  ouly  be  carried  on  ontil  the 
meeting  of 'the  next  session  of  the  Assembfy. 

Mr.  WASON  understood  that  the  House  next 
session  would  be  nnfettersd  by  any  contract 
whatever. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  that  no  contract  wonld 
be  made  beyond  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  the 
next  session  of  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  BEID  suggested  that  in  the  meantime  the 
Government  might  invite  tenders,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  inform  the  House  next  session  upon  what 
terras  the  services  could  be  oontinued. 

Mr.  Whitaker^s  amendment  by  leave  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  that  under  the  head 
"Oonveyance  of  Inland  Mails,"  there  was  an  item, 
half  cost  of  coach  services  between  Napier  and 
Taupo,  and  Taupo  and  Taurangai  amounting  to 
£1,126.  The  contract  baring  expired,  tenders 
were  called  for.  The  lowest  tender  amounted  to 
£3,600.  He  thought  the  amount  altogether  too 
large,  and  he  did  not  accept  it.  In  order  to  keep 
up  the  communication  in  this  part  of  the  conntiy, 
he  had  arranged  that  the  mails  should  be  con- 
veyed by  the  Oonstabnlary  on  horsebaok  at  a 
comparatively  small  cost.  It  would  be  for  the 
House  to  say  whether  the  service  should  be  con- 
tinued in  this  way  or  carried  out  as  before. 

Mr.  LUSK  wufaed  to  know  why  the  eost  of 
conveyance  of  inland  mails  in  AwAland  was 
reduced  to  £4,000,  and  the  cost  in  Otago  in- 
creased to  £8,260. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  expUiined  that  in  Otago 
the  tenders  were  higher,  and  in  Auckland  tiiey 
were  lower. 

Captain  MOBBIS  said  that,  if  the  tenders  sent 
in  were  ridiculously  high,  the  Gtovermnent  were 
right  in  refusing  thenu    He  thought  fiesh  ten- 
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der*  might  be  called  for,  and,  if  the  additional 
outlay  was  not  moeh,  the  coach  service  might  be 
oootinned  as  before. 

Mr.  8TAFF0BD  said  that,  if  the  senrioe  wert 
oontinaed  by  coach,  a  number  of  people  would 
timTel  to  see  the  ooontry,  and  an  additional  value 
would  be  given  to  the  land  which  the  Gh>vem- 
mant  poesessed  along  the  route.  In  that  wij, 
considerable  benefit  would  be  gained  by  retaining 
the  coach  service. 

Mr.  WHITAKBR  said  it  would  no  doubt  be 
better  to  have  the  service  carried  on  by  coach. 
The  Hot  Springs  were  attracting  a  good  many 
people.  They  went  by  steamer  to  Tauranga,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  coach  to  Ohinemntu. 
If  the  tender  lor  the  coach  service  had  been  at  all 
reasonable  be  would  have  accepted  it,  but  as  it 
was  so  very  large  he  did  not  feel  justified  in 
doing  so. 

Mr.  FITZBOY  said  the  people  would  avoid 
going  to  that  part  of  the  country  if  thev  had  to 
travel  on  horseback.  The  want  of  a  coach  service 
would  be  a  great  drawback  to  the  settlement  of 
that  part  of  the  country.  Fresh  tenders  should 
bo  called  for ;  and  if  they  were  within  reasonable 
bounds,  the  coach  service  ought  to  be' continued. 

Mr.  HENRT  thought  it  would  be  well  to  ob- 
tain tenders  for  the  service  between  Napier  and 
Tauranga. 

Mr.  WHITAXEK  said  the  position  of  the 
matter  was  this :  The  sum  of  £1,126,  placed  on 
the  estimates,  wae  only  half  of  the  amount  of  the 
cost,  the  other  half  appearing  in  the  vote  for 
Hawke's  Bay  and  Auckland.  The  amount  re- 
quired would  thus  be  £2,250.  The  question  was 
whether  the  Government  should  be  left  to  get 
the  best  service  they  could  for  that  amount. 

Mr.  OBMOND  was  informed  in  Napier  by  one 
of  the  parties  tendering  that  the  carrying  out  of 
the  service  twice  a  week  increased  the  cost  con- 
•iderably.  If  carried  on  once  a  week  by  coach, 
the  cost  would  be  reduced  by  £1,600.  It  would  be 
a  great  public  convenience  to  have  the  coach 
service  continued.  It  must  also  be  remembered 
that  it  wae  deeirable  to  keep  up  the  service  to 
go  through  the  heart  of  the  North  Island,  and 
which  service  carried  people  through  districts 
which  a  few  years  ago  were  not  visited  by  many 
Buropeans.  That  was  a  point  which  the  Fost- 
master-Oeneral  should  consider.  Ho  thought,  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  accept  the  su^ 
geetion,  and  caU  for  a  service  once  a  week  instead 
of  twice,  the  difficulty  as  to  cost  might  be  met. 
The  cost  of  the  service  would  not  then  be  ex- 
travagant. 

Mr.  WHITAKBR  said,  if  the  vote  of  £2,260 
were  passed,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  get  the  best  service  they  could  within 
that  amount.  He  thought  such  an  expenditure 
quite  suiBoient  for  the  service. 

Item,  as  reduced  to  £142,607,  agreed  to. 

Telegradb  Demrtment,  £79,477. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  an  impression  had  ex- 
isted in  the  minds  of  some  honorable  members 
that  a  very  great  loss  resulted  from  keeping  many 
of  the  telegraph  stations  open,  and  he  was  glad 
to  be  able  to  say  that  wae  not  the  case.  S>om 
ihe  twelfth  annual  report  of  the  department  it 
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would  be  found  that,  of  the  140  stations,  there 
was  a  loss  on  75  and  a  gain  on  74 ;  but  the  total 
loss  on  the  76  stations  was  only  £7,952,  while 
the  total  gain  was  £29,188  on  the  74  stations. 
On  looking  over  the  return,  the  thought  struck 
him  that  the  losses  were  much  heavier  than  they 
proved  to  be  from  a  statement  he  had  had  pre- 
pared. He  had  gone  carefully  into  the  matter  to 
see  whether  any  reduction  could  be  made,  but  he 
did  not  think  it  could  be  done.  The  whole  state- 
ment was,  he  thought,  a  very  satisfactory  one» 
and  the  losses  were  very  small.  He  would  re- 
commend the  Committee  to  take  the  estimates 
for  the  department  as  they  stood,  for  he  did  not 
think  they  could  be  reduced. 

Mr.  SHBBHAN  was  glad  to  hear  such  a  satis- 
factory statement.  He  had  been  afraid  to  press 
claims  for  telegraph  extension  in  the  North,  being 
under  the  impression  that  the  losses  were  heavier. 
He  contended  that  the  telegraph  had  really  made 
the  North  of  Auckland  a  part  of  the  colony,  for^ 
until  the  telegraph  wire  was  extended  there,  it 
was  unknown  to  the  rest  of  the  colony.  The 
time  would  come  when  all  the  telegraph  services 
would  pav;  and  they  should  not  consider  too 
closely  whether  they  would  pay  at  first.  The 
telegraph  had  not  yet  been  extended  to  one  im- 
portant district,  that  of  Sjiipara.  It  was  one  of 
the  largest  timber  districts  in  the  colony.  Bianj 
mills  were  working  there ;  and  it  was  not  an  un- 
common thing  to  see  six  or  more  three-masted 
vessels  in  Baipara  Harbour  at  one  time.  Vessels 
traded  to  Baipara  from  all  the  ports  in  the 
colony,  and  also  from  other  colonies ;  and  he  was 
sure  that,  if  they  extended  the  wires  to  Wairoa, 
the  revenue  received  from  it  would  fully  justify 
the  expenditure  in  establishing  it  there.  He 
hoped  the  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs  would  see 
his  way  to  have  an  office  opened  at  the  Wairoa, 
and  also  at  the  Baukapakapa. 

Mr.  BBYNOLDS  would  point  out  that  the 
expenditure  on  telegraphs  had  been  £147,298  in 
the  North  IsUuid,  and  £148,518  in  the  South. 
Last  year  the  receipts  in  the  North  amounted  to 
£20,688,  and  the  expenditure  to  £26,789,  while 
the  receipts  in  the  South  were  £87,288,  and  the 
expenditure  £86,240,  showing  a  loss  of  £6,000  in 
the  North,  and  a  gain  of  £2,000  in  the  Middle 
Island.  The  offices  in  Otago  showed  a  profit. 
Under  the  circumstanoee,  he  trusted  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Telegraphs  would  give  his  serious  atten- 
tion to  the  extension  of  the  telegraph  to  Catlin's 
Biver. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  pointed  out  that,  at  the  station 
at  Opunaki,  in  Taranaki,  the  rovenue  was  only 
£81  Is.  2d.,  while  the  expenditure  was  £228  18s. 
The  estimated  rovenue  from  Catlin's  Biver  was 
£860,  and  the  expendituro  £400.  These  figures 
went  to  show  that  the  latter  line  should  be  con- 
structed. 

Mr.  SHBBHAN  said  it  was  not  fair  to  com- 
paro  the  telegraph  service  in  the  North  Iriand 
with  that  in  the  South,  because  many  stations  in 
the  North  were  kept  open  for  defence  purposes 
only.  Opunaki,  wnich  was  in  the  middle  of  a 
disturbed  district,  was  a  case  in  point,  and  Taupo 
was  another.  It  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  these  offioet  should  be  kept  open,  in  order 
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that  what  the  KatiTM  were  domg  might  be 
known. 

Mr.  ChlBBS  hoped  the  Commiasioner  ef  Tele- 
graphs would  be  able  to  extend  the  wire  to  many 
new  diBtrictfl,  and  he  tnuted  the  district  he  re- 
presented would  be  one  of  those. 

Mr.  LABNAOH  wished  to  have  an  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs 
with  reference  to  the  construction  of  a  fine  of 
telegraph  to  Catlin's  Biyer.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  be  aware  that  settlement  at  Clktlin's 
Biyer  was  increasing  yery  rapidly,  and  it  was 
certain  that  the  office  would  be  remuneratire 
almost  immediately.  He  hoped  the  honorable 
member  would  give  some  promise  that  the  station 
he  referred  to  would  be  opened  before  the  next 
session  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  all  the  money  which 
had  been  available  for  extending  the  telegraph 
had  been  expended,  and  he  was  now  asked  to 
agree  to  extensions  when  there  was  no  money  to 
cany  them  out.  He  would  repeat  what  he  had 
said  on  a  former  occasion  :  as  soon  as  money  was 
available,  the  extension  to  Catlin's  Birer  would 
be  one  of  the  first  to  be  favourably  considered. 
He  was  sure  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
did  not  wish  to  press  him  to  say  he  would  under- 
take a  work  the  funds  for  which  were  not  avail- 
able. 

Mr.  LABNACH  would  be  prepared  to  advance 
the  money  required  for  this  work  to  the  Gh>vem- 
ment  for  one  year,  free  of  charge  or  interest. 

Mr.  FEABCE  urged  that  it  was  very  important 
to  extend  telegraph  communication  to  Wairoa. 
He  fancied  that  very  few  honorable  members 
had  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  shipping  trade  to 
Kaipara.  There  were  often  ten  or  twelve  vessels, 
many  of  them  of  large  tonnage,  and  they  were 
completely  out  of  the  world  as  far  as  telegraphic 
communication  was  concerned.  A  station  there 
would  be  almost,  if  not  entirely,  self-supporting. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  owners  of  the  mills 
and  other  establishments  at  Wairoa  would  give 
a  guarantee  against  any  loss  in  the  working  ex- 
penses. He  asked  both  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs  and  his  predecessor  whether  he  had  not 
assured  them  that  this  guarantee  would  be  given ; 
but  the  late  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs  haid  put 
him  off  from  time  to  time,  the  excuse  always 
amounting  to  this,  that  there  was  no  money. 
His  own  view  of  the  Telegraph  Department  was 
that  unless  the  lines  were  extended  the  system 
would  not  pay,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Commis- 
sioner would  be  able  to  say  that  the  line  to 
Wairoa  would  be  undertaken. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  thought  the  districts  of 
Catlin's  Biver  and  Baipara  were  very  much  alike, 
both  being  timber  countrv  and  having  many  saw- 
mills. His  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Dunedin  had  said  he  would  advance  the  money 
for  the  Catlin's  Biver  line,  and  he  would  ask  the 
honorable  member  for  Wellinston  (Mr.  Pearce) 
whether  the  millowners  could  do  the  same  for 
the  Kaipara  line. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  had  been  glad  to  hear  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs  so  satisfactory  a 
statement  as  to  the  working  of  that  department ; 
and  as  that  was  the  case,  he  thought  any  claim 


which  could  be  shown  to  be  sabeiantiallj  good 
should  receive  ^TooraUe  ooniideration.  He 
hoped,  after  the  liberal  offer  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin,  the  Catlin's  Biver  line 
would  be  undertaken. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  was  sure  honorable  mem- 
bers must  know  that  it  would  give  him  hr  more 
pleasure  to  agree  to  the  construction  of  the  linee 
asked  than  to  refuse  them,  if  he  could  see  hie 
way  to  carry  them  out.  He  only  declined  to 
agree  to  them  under  circumstances  of  necessity. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  like  to  disabuse  the 
honorable  member's  mind  with  regard  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  Wairoa  Biver  and  Catlin'a 
Biver  being  similar.  He  had  himself  seen  nine 
square-rigged  ships  in  the  Wairoa  Biver  at  a  time 
— as  many  as  were  ever  seen  in  the  harbours  of 
Wellington,  Auckland,  or  Dunedin  at  one  time. 
These  vessels  were  carrying  cargo  not  only  to  all 
parts  of  this  colony,  but  to  other  oolonies ;  and 
he  felt  sure  that  a  line  to  Wairoa  would  be  one 
of  the  most  paying  lines  in  the  colony. 

Item,  £79,477,  agroed  to. 

Subsidy  payable  to  Eastern  Extension,  Aus- 
tralasia, and  China  Telegraph  Company  for  Aus- 
tralian Cable,  £5,000,  agraed  to. 

Class  Y.— Misgillakxous,  Sfbcial,  and  Txx- 

POBAXT  ObJSOTS. 

Miscellaneous  and  Temporary  Objects,  £69,321. 

Mr.  LDSK  called  attention  to  the  first  item. 
"Stationery,  including  Printing  Paper,  &c» 
£12,500,"  and  would  like  to  know  why  there  had 
been  an  increase  of  £7,500  in  this  item  over  the 
amount  voted  last  year. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  hist  year  the  vote 
was  found  to  he  altogether  insufficient.  It  vrae 
also  thought  necessary  to  take  a  large  amount 
this  year  on  account  of  the  necessity  for  taking 
over  the  provinces,  and  the  extra  work  that  would 
be  thereby  eutailed. 

Mr.  BIJBNS  would  move  that  the  item  *'  Fur- 
chase  of  Steamer,  £12,000,*'  be  struck  out.  It 
was  high  time  that  the  House  should  retrench  in 
this  way ;  they  had  gone  too  far  in  this  direction. 
If  this  vessel  had  been  purchased  to  provide  a 
yacht  for  certain  individuals  she  was  good  enoueh 
for  that  purpose ;  but  if  she  vras  to  replace  the 
"  Luna,"  she  was  totally  insufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose. She  could  not  go  into  places  where  the 
"  Luna  "  could  go.  She  vras  too  expensive  to  be 
trusted  in  such  places,  and  her  working  expenses 
would  be  too  heavy.  There  was,  he  believed,  an- 
other boat  comine  out  shortly,  and,  as  far  as  he 
could  understand,  she  would  be  wanted  for  the 
present  as  a  tender  to  the  lighthouses.  He  would 
not  however  say  anything  about  her  at  present ; 
but  certainly  this  "Hinemoa"  was  totally  un- 
fitted for  any  practical  purposes,  and  the  colony 
could  not  afford  to  keep  her  as  a  yacht.  He  un- 
derstood that  she  had  cost  between  £25,000  and 
£28,000;  but  he  contended  that  it  would  be 
cheaper  to  sell  her  at  once,  even  at  a  loss  of 
several  thousand  pounds,  than  to  keep  her  for  any 
time.  It  would  be  much  better  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  come  down  to  the  House  and  ask  for  a 
vote  to  cover  the  passages  of  their  officers  by  the 
ordinary  steamers,  when  they  were  sent  on  busi- 
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through  the  oolonj,  than  to  keep  up  thia 
expensive  Bteamer.  She  was  ordered  at  a  time 
irhen  it  was  supposed  that  the  loans  would  last 
for  ever,  and  when  everything  was  in  a  most 
flourishing  state.  He  luui  never  been  able  to 
Moertain  what  she  was  ordered  for,  unless  it  was 
M  a  yaoht ;  and  if  she  was  only  wanted  for  that 
purpose,  the  colony  oould  not  afford  to  keep  her. 
She  ought  to  be  sold  at  onoe ;  because  having  just 
oome  out  from  Home  she  would  rank  as  a  first- 
olaas  ressel,  whereas  if  she  were  altered  in  any 
ivay  she  would  lose  that  class.  If  it  was  neces- 
my  to  keep  any  steamer  in  the  meantime  until 
the  *'  Stella"  arrived,  let  the  **  Luna"  be  kept. 

Mr.  STEVENS  thought  the  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  selling  this 
steamer,  of  which  notice  had  been  given,  should 
be  allowed  to  sit  and  report  before  the  House 
came  to  any  decision  upon  the  subject.  Would 
tlie  Govemment  consent  to  the  appointment  of 
that  Committee  P 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  would,  no  doubt,  be 
more  convenient  to  have  the  report  of  that  Com- 
mittee before  any  dedsion  was  arrived  at.  It 
must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  whether 
the  steamer  was  sold  or  not  she  would  have  to  be 
paid  for,  and  therefore  it  was  necessary  to  retain 
this  vote  on  the  estimates.  He  would  suggest 
that  the  Committee  should  pass  this  vote,  and 
then,  if  the  House  ordered  the  steamer  to  be 
•old,  the  Gtovemment  wonld  of  course  sell  her. 

Mr.  STEYENS  said  his  remarks  were  directed 
lo  those  of  the  honorable  member  for  Boslyn, 
who  seemed  to  think  that  the  steamer  should  be 
•old  at  once  on  account  of  her  unfitness.  He 
would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  item  *'  General 
Contingencies,  £16,000."  The  amount  was  very 
lanrn,  and  al^ough,  perhaps,  not  unnecessary, 
•till  the  Committee  ought  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  principal  items. 

Mr.  BAEFF  would  like  to  know  who  author- 
iied  the  building  of  this  steamer.  The  Commit- 
tee bad  already  passed  a  vote  for  the  annual 
maintenance  of  the  "  Stella,"  so  that  could  not 
be  struck  off;  but  they  were  now  considering  the 
purchase  and  maintenance  of  the  "Hinemoa," 
■ad  he  would  like  to  know  the  whole  history  of 
her  purchase,  and  of  what  use  she  was  likely  to  be. 
The  Committee  ought  to  be  guided  in  this  matter 
by  the  history  of  the  past.  So  £sr  as  he  was 
aware,  the  GoTemment  intended  now  to  abandon 
the  use  of  the  "  Luna,"  which,  according  to  the 
mormuff  newspaper,  was  to  be  laid  up.  Accord- 
ing to  the  estimates,  he  had  understood  that  the 
Cbvemment  were  going  to  sell  her. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  the  Government  would 
•ell  her  when  an  opportunity  occurred. 

Mr.  BARFF.— ^t  so;  but  he  h^ypened  to 
remember  the  circumstances  attending  the  pro- 
posed sale  of  the  Government  steamer  "  Sturt." 
The  Govemment  resolved  to  sell  that  steamer, 
•nd  ther  did  sell  her ;  but  she  was  not  allowed 
ft  certificate,  and  the  persons  who  boaght  her 
were  almost  ruined  in  consequence.  He  would 
like  to  know  whether  there  was  anything  wrong 
with  the  "  Luna "  that  stopped  her  from  doing 
her  work.  He  thought  that,  if  there  was  nothmg 
wrong  with  her,  she  might  be  kept  to  do  the 


work  for  some  time  to  come.  His  opinion  was 
that  the  "  Hinemoa "  was  entirely  unsuited  for 
the  New  Zealand  trade. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  his  honorable  friend 
had  apparently  prejudged  the  case.  The  House 
voted  the  money  for  the  purchase  of  those 
steamers.  One  of  them  was  designed  for  the 
New  Zealand  trade,  and  the  other  for  the  light* 
house  service;  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  they  should  have  a  boat  specially  for  the 
lighthouse  service.  For  some  time  they  were 
obliged  to  abandon  the  light  on  the  Brothers, 
because  they  liad  no  steamer,  and  could  not  get 
one  to  go  there.  There  were  no  steamers  in 
Wellington  fit  for  that  work,  and,  in  fact,  there 
were  no  steamers  that  would  run  the  risk  of 
doing  lighthouse  duty  unless  their  owners  were 
paid  enormous  sums.  The  House  therefore  re- 
solved last  year  that  a  steamer  should  be  purchased 
for  the  lighthouses  alone,  and  he  was  sure  that 
the  cost  would  be  saved  many  times  over  in  the 
erection  of  the  lighthouses  they  were  now  build- 
ing. It  was  well  known  that  the  "  Luna  "  was  a 
very  expensive  boat  to  maintain,  and  she  was 
also  very  old,  and  the  Government  believed  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  get  a  steamer  to  take 
her  place.  The  shipping  companies'  boats,  being 
engaged  in  the  regular  trade,  could  not  do  the 
work  which  the  Government  required  to  be  done, 
and  it  was  therefore  a  question  last  <year  whether 
it  was  better  to  take  money  to  repair  the  "  Luna  " 
or  to  buy  a  new  steamer.  The  House  approved 
that  tiie  "Luna"  should  be  sold  and  a  new 
steamer  ordered ;  and  consequently  the  "  Hine-' 
moa  "  was  ordered.  A  good  deal  had  been  said 
about  the  expense  of  the  "  Hinemoa's  "  fittings ; 
but  if  honorable  gentlemen  would  only  go  on 
board  that  steamer,  they  would  see  that  she  was 
fitted  up  in  the  simplest  form.  She  was  capable 
of  taking  150  tons  of  cargo ;  and  he  was  quite 
satisfied  that  if  the  House  ordered  the  boat  to 
be  sold  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  public 
inconvenience,  and  a  much  hurger  expense  would 
be  incurred.  In  fisct,  they  would  be  at  the 
mercy  of  any  company  that  was  running  boats 
regularly.  As  an  instance  of  the  exorbitant 
charges  asked  by  shipping  companies,  he  miaht 
mention  that  last  year,  when  the  Governor  ae- 
sired  to  go  to  Dunedin,  and  the  "Luna"  was 
not  available,  the  New  Zealand  Company  asked 
£700  simply  to  turn  the  "Phosbe"  back  in 
order  to  take  His  Excellency  to  Dunedin.  He 
believed  that  the  "Luna"  had  earned  more 
than  she  had  cost,  and  he  would  shortly  be  in 
a  position  to  lay  a  return  on  the  table  to  prove 
this.  He  thought  honorable  members  would 
come  to  the  conclusion,  after  considering  all  the 
circumstances,  that  the  Government  would  do 
well  to  keep  the  "  Hinemoa  "  and  sell  the  "  Lnna." 

Mr.  BARFF,  in  regard  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  Premier  as  to  his  having  prejudged 
the  case,  said  that  when  he  spoke,  he  was  alto- 
gether without  information  on  the  subject;  but 
since  he  had  heard  the  Premier's  explanation, 
his  views  had  become  somewhat  modified.  He 
was  quite  satisfied  with  the  assurance  of  the 
Govemment  that  the  new  boats  would  save 
money,  and  that  the  "  Luna  "  would  be  Bold. 
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Mr.  BBYNOLDS  beUeved  the  "Hinemoa" 
would  be  able  to  do  all  the  work  the  "Luna" 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  doiog.  The  Premier  had 
mentioned  a  case  in  which  the  New  Zealand 
Steam  Shipping  Company  had  asked  £700  for 
the  use  of  one  of  their  boats  for  a  short  time,  and 
he  remembered  another  case  in  which  £800  had 
likewise  been  asked  for  the  conyejanoe  of  two 
looomotiTes  to  Timaru,  while  the  ''Luna"  com- 
ing to  hand  was  made  use  of,  and  did  the  work  at 
a  cost  of  £100.  He  held  that  unless  the  GK>rem- 
ment  had  a  boat  of  their  own,  they  woiUd  be 
likely  to  be  imposed  upon. 

Mr.  BURNS  said  the  Premier  condemned  him- 
self out  of  his  own  mouth.  That  honorable 
gentleman  said  he  wanted  the  steamer  to  go  to 
places  to  which  other  yessels  either  would  not  or 
could  not  go.  In  his  opinion,  there  was  no  use 
for  the  boat  at  all.  The  "  Hinemoa"  was  a  good 
enough  boat  as  far  as  she  went ;  but,  as  the 
Premier  had  said,  she  was  fitted  out  in  such  a 
simple  manner  that  he  could  not  conceive  how 
she  could  have  cost  so  much  money.  He  would 
say  plainly  that  whoeyer  ordered  the  boat  neyer 
oidered  her  for  the  work  she  was  to  do.  He  sub- 
mitted that  the  "Hinemoa*'  should  be  sold,  and 
the  "  Luna  "  kept  in  use  a  little  longer,  until  they 
oould  get  a  boat  suitable  for  the  work  that  had 
to  be  done.  If  the  "Hinemoa"  were  not  sold, 
she  would  be  a  white  elephant. 

Mr.  SHBEHAN  asked  what  work  the  boaU 
would  haye  to  do. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  "Stella"  would 
do  the  lighthouse  work,  while  the  **  Hinemoa " 
would  do  the  work  which  the  *'  Luna  "  had  been 
doing. 

Mr.  BURNS  said  the  ''Hinemoa"  oould  not 
do  the  work  which  the  "  Luna  "  had  been  doing, 
because  she  could  not  go  into  ports  which  the 
**  Luna  "  had  gone  into.  She  could  not  go  into 
Wanganui,  for  instance. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  "  Luna  "  could  enter 
Napier,  Tauranga,  Turanganui,  and  other  ports 
along  Uie  ooaat,  which  the  "  Hinemoa  "  coula  not 
enter  till  her  draught  had  been  reduced  a  couple 
of  feet.  If  a  disturbance  broke  out  on  the  East 
Coast,  the  "  Hinemoa  "  oould  not  enter  the  yarious 
ports ;  and  he  considered  that  a  yery  strong  argu- 
ment uainst  the  employment  of  the  boat.  But, 
aj^art  from  that  altogether,  he  considered  that, 
with  the  immense  number  of  boats  that  weie 
running  at  present,  and  which  were  owned  by 
oompanies,  the  Goyernment  should  be  able  to  get 
their  work  done. 

Major  ATKINSON,  in  answer  to  the  question 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Chnstchurch,  said 
that  £8,000  was  taken  under  the  head  Contin- 
eencies  last  year,  but  only  £6,000  was  expended. 
There  had,  howeyer,  been  a  great  amount  of  un- 
expected increases  this  year,  which  had  to  be 
included  in  the  yote.  Amongst  the  items  were 
— Oyertiroe,  copying,  £400;  extra  dorks  in  the 
Registrar's  office,  £438 ;  newspaper  charges,  &o. 
It  was  necessary,  too,  to  ask  for  a  lar^y  in- 
creased sum  this  year  on  account  of  the  proyin- 
•ial  changes. 

MrTSHEEHAN,  speaking  to  the  yote  for  the 
new  steamers,  said  he  considered  the  "  Hinemoa" 


utterly  unsuited  ten  the  purpoees  for  which  she 
was  required,  principally  on  account  of  her  im- 
mense draught  of  water.  He  wished  to  make  no 
reflection  upon  Captain  Fairchild  or  the  officers 
of  the  "  Luna."  No  one  could  find  &ult  with 
them.  As  a  solution  of  the  difficulty,  he  would 
suggest  that  the  whole  question  should  be  post- 
poned till  Thursday  next,  when  the  motions  ci 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  would 
come  on. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  steamer  had  been 
bought,  and  would  haye  to  be  paid  for.  As  to 
the  discussion  of  the  whole  question,  he  would 
be  happy  to  giye  eye^  fiscility  for  doing  so  on 
Thursday.  H  the  House  should  then  decide 
that  the  steamer  should  be  sold,  the  GK>yemmeDt 
would  of  course  carry  out  that  decision. 

Mr.  Busnb'b  amendment  by  leaye  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  whether  the  item  Con- 
tingencies included  any  part  of  the  expenses  of 
Sir  JuUus'Yogers  mission  to  England  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  it  did  not. 

Mr.  LARNACH  did  not  object  to  Wellington 
getting  £300  for  its  Botanical  Garden;  but, 
unless  similar  yotes  were  to  be  giyen  to  other 
parts  of  the  colony,  he  should  propose  that  it  be 
struck  out. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  it  was  understood  last 
year  that  the  item  should  not  appear  on  the  esti- 
mates again. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  hoped  the  honorable  mem- 
man  would  state  what  he  was  going  to  do  with 
regard  to  the  other  Botanical  G^udens  throughout 
the  colony. 

Mr.  STEVENS  trusted  the  aoyemment  would 
not  allow  the  estimates  to  pass  through  without 
making  proyision  for  these  Gardens  in  other  pro- 
yinces,  which  had  been  kept  up  at  yery  great 
trouble  and  expense.  The  public  domains  should 
be  kept  in  a  proper  and  creditable  condition. 

Captain  MORRIS  hoped  the  item  would  be 
struox  out,  unless  similar  proyision  were  made 
with  regard  to  all  the  other  public  gardens. 

M^or  ATKINSON  said  it  would  not  be  wise 
to  strike  out  the  item.  Eyery  year  a  great 
number  of  trees  were  distributed  throughout  the 
colony  from  the  Wellington  Botanic  6krden, 
which  was  really  of  great  seryioe  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  Goyernment  would  take  care  that 
all  the  Gkirdens  were  maintained  in  a  proper 
state  until  next  session  at  any  rate,  when  they 
would  haye  had  time  fully  to  consider  thus 
matter.  He  had  no  hesitation,  howeyer,  in 
saying  that  the  Wellington  Botanic  Gkrden 
should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
others.  As  to  the  remark  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce,  he  did  not  remember  that  a 
promise  was  made  last  year  that  the  yote  should 
not  appear  on  the  estimates  again.  If  such  a  pro- 
mise had  been  given,  he  could  giye  the  honorable 
member  his  word  that  the  item  should  not  haye 
appeared  on  the  estimates;  but  he  recollected 
nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  argument  adyanoed 
in  fayour  of  this  yote  was  that  the  Gkrdens  were 
a  place  where  the  members  of  the  Assembly 
could  escatM  from  the  yariety  of  unpleasant 
imellB  in  the  city*    He  entirely  objected  to  tha 
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fote  bnng  passed  on  that  ground;  otherwise 
rotes  might  be  taken  for  many  other  things  that 
would  tend  to  promote  the  comfort  of  members. 
The  local  bodies  should  maintain  the  Gardens. 
He  objected  to  Wellington  coming  in  as  a  pen- 
•ioner  on  the  colony  for  the  maintenanoe  of  these 
Gardens.  It  was  shameful  that  a  wealthy  body 
like  the  Ck>rporation  of  Wellington  should  beg 
for  a  paltry  sum  from  the  colony  to  keep  up 
these  Gardens.  He  trusted  the  item  would  be 
•truck  out. 

Mr.  SWAN80N  said  that  each  session  since 
1871  the  promise  was  made  that  if  the  rote  was 
passed  it  would  not  be  asked  for  in  the  following 
session.  He  would  like  to  know  what  had  been 
done  with  the  £1,600  roted  during  the  last  fire 
years.  It  certainly  did  not  seem  to  hare  been 
expended  in  keeping  the  garden  in  anything  like 
decent  order.  There  did  not  seem  to  have  been 
anything  dooe  to  represent  the  expenditure  of 
that  money,  or  that  would  justify  the  House  in 
TOting  another  £300  for  the  same  purpose. 

Kr.  BURNS  thought  the  grounds  were  very 
well  kept  indeed.  He  would  not  like  any  im- 
putation to  be  cast  on  the  employ^,  as  they 
really  did  their  work  well  and  carefully.  There 
wae  a  great  deal  of  work  done  in  the  Gardens, 
but  whether  the  colony  should  p^  for  it  was 
another  .matter.  He  thought  the  House  should 
allow  this  item  to  pass  this  session,  until  they 
learned  what  the  GoTcmment  intended  to  do 
with  all  the  other  Gardens  throughout  the 
eolony. 

Kr.  LUMSDBN  thought  that,  so  far  as  these 
Gardens  formed  a  nursery,  they  were  a  public 
I  s  but  there  were  scTeral  Botanical  Grardens 

I  the  colonT  in  the  same  position.  In  luTcrcar- 
|all  th^  had  a  public  garden  maintained  by  the 
Corporation,  and,  so  far  as  he  could  judee,  ten 
times  more  trees  were  planted  there  than  m  the 
Gardens  at  Wellington.  He  thought  the  Botani- 
eal  Gardens  in  WelUngton  should  be  maintained 
by  the  Oorporation. 

Mr.  MONTGOMSBY  thought  this  was  an 
important  matter.  H  this  Tote  were  passed,  the 
other  Ghudens  in  the  colony  should  be  dealt  with 
in  the  same  manner.  It  was  the  duty  and  in- 
terest of  the  people  in  the  Tarious  looalitiee  to 
miLintMii  the  pubHc  gardens.  He  trusted  the 
item  would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  SWANSON  had  made  no  reference  to  the 
employ^  in  the  Ghurdens.  The  Auckland  Domain 
•aa  Ghurdens  were  worth  a  dosen  of  the  Welling- 
ton Ghurdens,  and  no  subsidy  was  asked  firom  the 
General  GbTemment  to  maintain  them.  A  good 
deal  had  been  said  about  the  adrantage  of  these 
Botanical  Ghurdens  to  honorable  members.  Were 
the  members  of  no  adTantage  to  Wellington? 
He  thought  they  were  put  to  a  good  deal  of  ex- 
pense while  here,  and  the  people  would  be  sorry 
if  the  Assembly  met  in  any  other  place. 

Mr.  PYKE  trusted  the  item  would  not  be 
struck  out,  and  that  the  GoTcmment  would  bring 
down  a  rote  for  other  Ghirdens.  In  eyery  cinl- 
iaed  oouBtry  there  were  botanical  gardens,  and  to 
wipe  Uiem  off  would  be  an  act  of  semi-barbarism. 
If  the  burden  of  maintaining  these  gardens  was 
OMt  on  the  Cknpozation  of  Wellington,  it  would 


follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  land  must 
be  Tested  in  the  Oorporation.  Probably  it  would 
then  be  out  up  for  building  sites.  He  should  ob- 
ject to  such  a  perrersion  of  the  object  with  which 
the  land  had  oeen  reserved.  He  did  not  think 
the  honorable  member  for  Danedin  (Mr.  Lar- 
naoh)  would  be  prepared  to  hand  over  the  Ghur- 
dens in  Dunedin  to  the  Corporation.  There  had 
been  more  work  done  in  the  Wellington  Ghirdens 
for  the  amount  expended  than  in  any  other 
public  gardens  he  had  seen.  Botanical  gardens 
were  the  most  useful  institutions  of  the  present 
day;  and  it  would  be  a  very  sad  day  indeed  when 
the  nurseries  of  forest  trees  ire  re  wiped  out  of 
existence. 

Mr.  HUNTBR  did  not  intend  to  say  a  word  in 
favour  of  or  against  the  vote.  He  merely  wished 
to  state  that  Dr.  Hector,  Mr.  Ludlam,  Mr.  Tra- 
rers,  Mr.  Mantell,  and  others  gave  a  great  deal 
of  their  time  and  attention  to  the  management 
and  improvement  of  the  Botanical  Ghodens,  and 
they  would  no  doubt  be  prepared  to  give  a  very 
satisfactory  account  of  their  stewardship. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said  the  Gardens  in  the 
other  provinces  were  maintiuned  by  the  Provin- 
cial Goremment.  He  thought  these  public  {;ar- 
dens  were  among  the  most  valuable  institutions 
in  the  whole  country.  If  the  effect  of  the  Aboli- 
tion Act  was  to  do  away  with  these  Ghirdens,  it 
would  be  a  great  evil  indeed.  There  should  be 
no  distinction  between  the  Wellington  Gardens 
and  the  Ghirdens  in  other  parts  of  the  colony* 
He  would  support  this  vote  only  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  other  Gardens  would  in  future 
be  maintained  by  the  Colonial  GK>vemment. 

Mr.  LABNACH  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment if  the  Government  would  give  an  assurance 
that  they  would  place  a  sum  on  the  supplemen- 
tary estimates  of  equal  amount  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  public  gardens  in  the  other 
provinces. 

Mr.  OBMOND  hoped  the  vote  would  not  be 
struck  out  this  year.  It  would  take  time  to 
organijEe  any  plan  for  taking  charge  of  the  other 
Ghirdens  in  the  colony.  He  thought  the  Botanical 
Ghurdens  here  should  be  supported  by  the  people 
of  Wellington,  and  it  was  saying  very  little  for 
them  in  the  past  that  they  had  not  done  so  ;  but 
the  arrangement  for  the  management  of  the 
Ghurdens  had  something  to  do  with  it.  He  under- 
stood the  management  of  the  Ghirdens  was  kept 
in  the  bands  of  the  Gh»vemment,  who  appointed 
a  Board  of  Managing  Directors,  composed  of 

Sntlemen  residing  in  various  parts  of  the  colony, 
e  understood,  from  conversations  he  had  had 
with  Wellington  people,  tbat  if  the  Ghurdens  were 
handed  over,  and  the  people  became  responsible 
for  keeping  up  the  Gardens,  they  would  undertake 
their  management  in  the  same  way  as  was  done  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  If  these  Ghffdens  were 
not  kept  up,  honorable  members  would  lose  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  places  of  recreation  they  had 
in  Wellington.  He  would  ask  the  Committee  to 
vote  the  amount  this  year,  and  he  would  ask  the 
Government  to  see  whether  they  could  not  hand 
over  the  management  to  the  people  of  the  place. 
Mr.  BRANDON  said  there  seemed  to  be  some 
misappreheniion  or  very  gnat  ignorance  with  re- 
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gard  to  this  piece  of  ground.  It  was  originallj 
Uid  out  by  the  New  Zealand  Companj  as  a 
reserve  for  botanical  purposes.  Subscriptions 
were  obtained  for  fencing  the  ground,  but,  owing 
to  differences  between  the  missionaries,  the  New 
Zealand  Company,  and  the  G-eneral  GoTomment, 
no  authority  could  be  obtained  for  the  control  of 
the  property.  If  the  people  of  Wellington  had 
got  control  of  the  Gardens,  they  would  bare 
attended  to  them  properly.  There  seemed  to  be 
ereat  jealousy  of  Wellington  on  behalf  of  some 
honorable  members.  It  was  thought  desirable  to 
make  the  place  a  colonial  garden,  and  the  land 
was  at  once  giyen  by  the  people  of  Wellington, 
and  placed  under  the  Public  Domains  Act.  The 
Wellington  people  had  always  been  desirous  of 
keeping  the  Garclens  in  proper  order,  and  he  bad 
no  doubt  that,  if  the  sround  were  handed  orer  to 
them  again,  they  would  do  so.  They  did  not  desire 
to  sponge  upon  colonial  funds.  It  was  the  wish 
of  the  GoTemment  that  these  should  be  colonial 
Gardens,  in  order  that  trees  might  be  raised 
there  for  distribution  throughout  the  colony, 
and  the  land  was  giren  up  by  the  Wellington 
people  for  that  purpose  without  the  slightest 
nesitation. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  had  heard  for  the  last  fire 
years  the  same  plea,  "  Oh  let  the  vote  pass  this 
year,  and  it  will  not  come  down  aeain.  These 
Ghurdens  might  hate  been  handed  OTcr  to  the 
people  of  Wellington  years  ago,  but  they  were 
wise  in  their  generation  and  let  the  House  pay 
for  them.  They  would  not  bear  comparison  with 
the  Auckland  Gardens.  The  latter  did  not  cost 
the  colony  or  the  proyince  one  shilling;  a  year, 
and  there  was  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
trust  account.  There  was  no  jealousy  of  Wel- 
lington, but  honorable  members  wished  to  teach 
Wellington  those  principles  of  self-reliance  which 
were  about  to  be  taught  to  the  rest  of  the  colony. 
Other  places  had  to  support  their  own  Domains 
and  Grardens,  and  he  hoped  this  Tote  would  be 
struck  out.  He  hoped  honorable  members  would 
not  be  deceiyed  by  the  cry  that  if  they  passed  the 
yote  this  year  it  would  not  be  asked  for  again. 

Mr.  BOLLBSTON  hoped  the  House  would  not 
refuse  the  yote.  There  must  be  a  garden  in  con- 
nection with  the  Colonial  Museum  and  the  Colo- 
nial Gk>yemment-^a  garden  for  the  propagation  of 
pAanta  and  seeds  obtained  from  other  countries. 
These  Gardens  had  been  yery  largely  used  for 
that  purpose,  and  other  Gardens  throughout  the 
colony  had  been  supplied  from  them.  The  neces- 
sity for  such  Gardens  |was  recognized  in  "The 
Public  Domains  Act;  1862,"  under  which  Boards 
were  appointed  for  their  manafljement  These 
Boards  consisted  of  men  who  had  a  speciality  in 
that  direction,  and  could  manage  them  £ir  more 
efficiently  than  the  municipal  authorities  would. 
He  hoped  the  Committee  would  let  the  yote  stand, 
if  it  was  only  as  an  experiment.  There  was  no 
great  principle  inyolved  in  agreeing  to  it. 

Mr.  BB£S  thought  they  would  hear  of  this 
yote  for  years  to  come ;  and  perhaps  it  would  be 
better  to  put  it  down  as  a  perpetual  grant,  and 
let  the  House  know  what  it  was  doing.  It  was 
Tery  desirable  that  Gardens  of  this  kind  should  be 
supported,  especially  where  usefolness  as  well  as 


pleasure  was  insured;  but  he  objected  to  that 
being  done  at  the  expense  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  Country  District  stated  that 
these  Gardens  had  been  taken  out  of  the  liands  of 
the  Wellington  people,  and  made  by  the  Gheneral 
Goyernment  against  their  wilL  That  was  not 
correct.  Before  the  Gkneral  Goyernment  took  it 
oyer  it  was  a  waste,  and  a  number  of  people  lired 
upon  it  in  shanties,  who  cut  down  trees  and 
ferns  for  firewood  and  to  make  bridges.  For 
years  the  General  Cbyemment  tried  to  get  it  en- 
closed, but  they  could  not,  because  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  proyince,  the  late  Dr.  Featherston, 
insisted  on  haymg  it  kept  as  it  then  was — a  mere 
wilderness.  When  the  General  Goyernment  got 
possession,  they,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Hec- 
tor, managed  to  saye  what  was  left  of  the  original 
bush.  They  undoubtedly  secured  a  beautiful 
piece  of  land,  and  had  done  a  great  deal  in  the 
way  of  planting.  He  would  not  agree  that  it  was 
a  nursery  for  the  rest  of  New  Zealand ;  and  seeds 
and  trees  obtained  from  other  countries  would 
haye  been  distributed  to  the  yarious  Gtardens  in 
the  colony  if  those  in  Wellington  had  not  been 
in  existence. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  trusted  that  the  Goyernment 
would  not  agree  to  maintain  the  Ghurdens  through- 
out the  colony,  because,  if  they  did  so,  eyery  little 
town  and  yiUage  in  the  colony  would  be  applying 
for  a  subsidy. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  had  looked  up  the 
records  of  last  year,  and  could  find  no  eyidence 
of  any  such  promise  haying  been  made  as  that 
alluded  to.  These  Ghirdens  were  in  a  yery  pe- 
culiar position.  By  an  Act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, the  colony  took  possession  of  them,  and 
handed  them  oyer  to  the  charge  of  the  Gbyemors 
of  the  New  Zealand  Institute.  They  were  not 
local  gardens  in  any  sense  of  the  wora,  although 
about  half  of  the  reyenues  were  deriyed  from 
Corporation  and  other  reseryee.  Considering  the 
Act  of  last  year,  the  Committee  would  not  be 
justified  in  discontinuing  the  grant  without  giring 
the  gentlemen  who  were  in  oharae  of  the  Gardens 
some  notice.  If  it  were  true  that  a  promise  to 
stop  the  yote  had  been  giyen  so  long  ago,  how  was 
it  that  the  House  had  repeatedly  consented  to  it 
since  P  If  he  understood  it  to  be  the  desire  of 
the  Committee  that  these  Gkrdens  should  be 
handed  oyer  to  local  management  like  other  Gkur- 
dens,  he  would  take  that  as  a  direction  from  the 
Committee,  and  would  next  session  introduce  an 
Act  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BEID  said,  if  there  was  no  other  reason 
why  all  the  Botanic  Gku!dens  should  not  be  made 
a  charge  on  the  Consolidated  Beyenue,  the  pro- 
spect of  the  House  discussing  eyery  year  the 
merits  and  claims  of  the  yarious  Gardens  aU  oyer 
the  colony  would  be  sufficient,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  fresh  applications  that  would  be  made 
by  localities  whose  populations  were  increasing. 
The  House  should  determine  that  these  matters 
should  be  taken  oyer  by  the  respectiye  districts. 
As  to  the  fear  of  members  not  being  able  to  use 
the  Gardens  if  they  were  handed  oyer  to  the 
Corporation,  he  presumed  the  authorities  would 
always  be  glad  to  see  yisiton,  and  they  might 
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•T6B  make  «  imall  ohftm  for  admittanoe,  which 
would  no  donbt  be  zeadilj  paid  bj  members.  If 
nothiDg  oould  be  done  thie  year  iowarda  handing 
the  Gardens  over  to  the  local  authorities  abso- 
lutely, it  would  be  sniBoient  perhaps  to  reduce 
the  Tote. 

Mr.  BABFF  objected  altogether  to  this  Tote, 
as  he  had  done  on  previous  occasions  to  a  similar 
Tote.  He  remembered  this  question  being  dis- 
cussed even  long  before  the  honorable  mem&rfor 
Bodne^  was  a  member  of  the  House,  and  he  had 
in  a  mrmer  Parliament  protested  against  it,  and 
told  the  House  it  woula  continue  to  be  brought 
on  under  any  oircumstanoes.  The  honorable 
member  for  Avon  said  it  was  an  experiment.  If 
ao,  it  was  certainly  a  yery  expensive  and  a  very 
protracted  one.  The  sooner  they  Rot  rid  of  this 
Tote  the  better.  The  Premier  said  the  fact  that 
it  had  been  brought  on  so  many  times  i^owed 
that  there  was  a  strong  case  iu  its  fayour.  He 
(Mr.  Barff)  drew  a  different  inference.  It  was 
not  a  proof  that  the  case  was  a  strong  one,  but 
that  the  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Go- 
yemment  from  a  Welliogton  point  of  view  was 
so  strong  that  they  could  nardly  stand  against  it. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  member  for  Welling- 
ton Country  District  would  not  attribute  lo(^ 
jealousy  to  other  members  in  this  matter.  If 
theae  Gardens  were  to  be  taken  charge  of  by  the 
General  Gt>Temment,  and  public  money  yoted  for 
them,  that  money  should  oe  distributed  equally 
throughout  the  whole  colony.  There  were  dis- 
tricts in  which  there  was  not  so  much  floating 
capital  as  in  Wellington,  where  the  money  could 
be  better  expended.  It  was  particularly  unwise 
to  make  an  exception  of  Wellington,  and  would 
lead  to  great  dissatisfaction  in  many  parts  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said  the  information  iust 

Siren  by  the  Premier,  to  the  effect  that  the  Gar- 
ens  had  been  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
New  Zealand  Institute  by  the  Wellington  Botani- 
cal Garden  Act,  changed  the  position  of  the 
question,  and  as  that  Act  was  in  force  he  would 
feel  bound  to  support  the  yote  this  year.  But  he 
hoped  that  next  year  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  bring  down  a  proposal  either  to  make 
these  rsally  colonial  Gkrdens  of  which  they  would 
be  proud,  or  else  to  abolish  the  Act. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  moved  that  the  item  be  re- 
duced by  £200,  so  that  the  Government  would  be 
enabled  to  meet  the  necessary  charges  and  salaries 
ior  this  year.  Wellington  should  proride  its 
own  gardens  as  well  as  other  places. 

Mr.  J.  0.  BROWN  would  like  some  informa- 
tion regarding  the  vote,  "  Bent  of  Besidences  for 
Ministers,  £660." 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  amount  was  made 
op  of  the  rent  of  two  houses  at  £120  and  £160, 
and  an  allowance  to  two  Ministers  of  £160  each. 

Question  put,  "That  the  item,  *  Wellington 
Botanical  Garden,  £300,*  be  struck  out ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         80 

Noes         26 

Minority  for        ...        4 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Nahe, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fitsroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Captain  ISenny, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Ana. 

Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaioa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 

Telleri. 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Murray. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Pearoe, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Tellert, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Hunter. 


The  item  was  consequently  struck  out. 

Mr.  SWANSON  would  like  to  get  some  infor- 
mation about  the  item  New  Zealand  University 
Postages  and  Telegrams,  £100.  He  would  move 
that  it  be  struck  out. 

Major  ATKINSON  explained  that  hitherto  the 
University  had  power  to  frank  its  letters  and 
telegrams,  but  the  Government  had  thought  it 
desirable  to  take  away  that  power.  The  Univer- 
sity had,  however,  appropriated  all  its  revenue 
for  the  present  year  before  that  determination 
was  arrived  at,  and  therefore  it  was  necessary  to 
put  this  sum  on  the  estimates  to  meet  the  cost  of 
postages  and  telepams  for  the  present  year.  It 
was  a  mere  question  of  account,  as  the  University 
would  have  to  repay  the  charge. 

Mr.  SWANSON  would  like  to  know  if  the 
University  had  power  under  any  Act  to  frank 
letters  and  telegrams,  and  if  it  was  to  be  put  a 
stop  to  at  the  end  of  the  present  year.  It  would 
pernaps  be  as  well  to  reduce  the  amount  by  £10, 
as  an  intimation  to  the  GK>yemment  that  the 
Committee  wished  it  stopped. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  University  had 
possessed  franking  powers  ever  since  it  was  in 
existence ;  but  the  Government  thought  it  desir- 
able to  put  a  stop  to  it,  and  it  would  not  be  re- 
newed after  the  present  year. 

Mr.  FISHEB  drew  attention  to  the  item 
"  Maintenance  of  Boad,  Hokitika  to  Malvern  (in 
addition  to  tolls),  £3,000."  He  would  like  to 
know  if  the  Gt)vemment  still  intended  to  keep 
up  these  tolls,  which  were  found  to  be  a  very 
heavy  burden  upon  the  people  using  the  road. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  that  the  matter  was 
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under  conaideration,  and,  if  it  was  possible,  they 
would  reduce  the  tolls. 

Mr.  LUSK  would  like  to  know  why  this  par- 
ticular road  was  43ho8eni  out  of  all  the  roads  in 
the  colony,  to  be  subsidized  in  this  way.  He  pre- 
sumed it  would  be  a  road  within  a  county,  and 
he  did  not  see  why  it  should  be  maintained  at 
the  cost  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SHEKHAN  wished  to  call  attention  to 
two  other  items  which  came  before  this  one. 
One  was  "Beyiser  of  Statutes."  He  noticed 
there  was  no  sum  put  down  on  the  estimates  this 
year  for  that  purpose,  and  he  wanted  to  know 
whether  the  Qovemment  was  going  on  with  that 
work  or  hot.  It  would  be  a  pity  to  stop  it, 
because  the  Statute  Book  was  now  in  a  most  dis- 
graceful state,  and  no  work  could  be  more  useful 
than  a  reyision  of  the  Statutes.  The  other  ques- 
tion was  in  regard  to  the  item  Philadelphia  Ex- 
hibition, 1876.  He  would  ask  the  Goyemment 
whether  they  intended  to  make  proyision  for  the 
colony  bemg  represented  at  the  Paris  Exhibition. 
The  display  made  by  the  colony  at  the  exhibition 
in  Philadelphia  had  been  quite  as  good  an  ad- 
yertisement  to  it  as  the  estaolishment  of  the  San 
Francisco  Seryice.  There,  were  only  two  mistakes 
made  with  regard  to  it,  oiie  being  that  the  matter 
was  not  taken  up  in  time,  and  tlie  other,  that 
sufficient  ftinds  had  not  been  deyoted  to  it.  Al- 
though the  finances  of  the  colony  were  in  such  a 
state  that  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken  of 
them,  still  any  money  spent  in  this  direction 
would  be  well  spent. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  matter  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Goyernment, 
and  he  would  let  the  House  know  in  a  few  days 
what  they  proposed  to  do.  He  had  ascertained 
that  it  would  take  £2,500  to  make  proyision  for 
the  purpose,  but  the  (jh>yemment  had  not  yet 
decided  what  they  would  do. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  called  attention  to  the  item 
Sea-wall,  Tauranga,  £180.  It  had  abeady  been 
brought  under  the  attention  of  the  Goyemment 
that  many  of  the  grayes  of  those  who  fell  in  the 
Maori  wars  were  in  a  yery  bad  state.  He  would 
ask  whether  this  £180  was  to  be  spent  solely  on 
the  cemetery  at  Tauranga,  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
Goyemment  intended  to  put  something  on  the 
supplementary  estimates  for  other  cemeteries. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  replied  that  this  yote  was 
intended  solely  to  repair  the  sea-wall  at  Tauranga. 
It  was  the  balance  of  the  sum  that  had  to  be 
expended  on  this  work,  the  whole  cost  of  which 
would  be  between  £600  and  £700. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  would  like  to  know  if  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Goyemment  to  do  anything 
for  the  grayes  of  other  men  who  fell  in  fighting 
for  the  country.  A  brother  officer  of  his  own 
had  spent  money  id  keeping  the  grayes  of  those 
who  fell  at  Taranaki  in  repair,  but  the  colony* 
ought  certainly  to  take  the  matter  in  hand. 

Mr.  BEES  said,  when  he  was  at  Tauranga 
some  time  ago,  he  saw  that  part  of  the  grayeyard 
had  been  washed  away  by  the  sea,  and  that 
men  were  at  work  repairing  the  sea-wall.  The 
Goyemment  ought  also  to  keep  the  grayeyards 
themselyee  in  order,  for  the  fences  were  tum- 
bling down;  and  it  was  too  much  to  ask  the 


friends  of  those  who  had  fallen  to  keep  these 
places  in  repair;  besides  mftny  of  these  friends 
were  no  longer  in  the  oolony.  The  Goyemment 
ouffht  really  to  do  something  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  SHBSHAN  would  like  »  veply  to  his 
question  with  regard  to  the  reyiaion  of  the 
Statutes. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  €K>yemment  did  not 
intend  to  lose  sight  of  the  question.  At  prssent 
there  was  a  yery  careful  index  of  the  Statutes 
being  prepared  in  the  Law  Office,  and  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  present  session  Would  be  inoorporsted 
in  it.  The  Attomey-G(eneral  and  the  Law 
Officers  would  take  the  whole  matter  into  con- 
sideration during  the  recese,  and  probably  the 
Goyemment  would  next  year  be  prepared  to 
make  some  suggestion  with  regard  to  the  revision 
of  the  Statutes. 

Mr.  BUBNS  wanted  some  infonnatiDn  with 
regard  to  the  item  of  £826  for  the  introduction 
of  salmon.  Would  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
eharge  of  the  estimates  tell  the  Oommittee  what 
had  been  done  in  this  matter  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  laat  year  a  smn 
of  £600  was  taken  to  assist  the  acclimatization 
societies  of  the  oolony,  and  this  was  the  balance 
of  the  liabilities  owing  upon  that  yote. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  asked  if  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Ghoyemment  to  bake  any  effort  this  season 
to  introduce  salmon.  If  so,  it  waa  quite  time  to 
begin,  or  it  would  be  too  late.  The  Goyemment 
had  now  taken  oyer  the  fish-ponds  in  Southland, 
and  with  them  the  Curator.  That  officer's  saiaiy 
was  aooraing,  and  he  did  not  see  any  proyision 
for  it  on  the  estimates.  The  Otago  Inronncisl 
Goyemment  had  hitherto  contributed  £600  a 
year  for  this  purpose,  which  of  course  would  now 


Mijor  ATKINSON,  in  reply  to  the  honorabis 
member  for  Mataura,  said  that  the  Curator  of 
Fish-ponds  in  Southland  was  a  proyincial  officer. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  the  Curator  neyer  was  a 
proyincial  officer,  but  the  officer  of  the  Acolima- 
tization  Society,  which  society  had  agreed  toh«pd 
oyer  to  the  General  Goyemment  all  their  fish- 
ponds, the  Gk>yemment  agreeing  to  take  over 
certain  liabilities  as  well  as  the  Curator. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  was  an  arrange- 
ment of  which  he  knew  nothing. 

Mr.  LUSK  would  Uke  to  know  why  the  road 
from  Hokitika  to  Malyem  should  be  maintained 
by  the  colony. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  it  was  a  road  oyer 
which  the  mails  passed. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  that  he  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  say  that  the  road  was  to 
be  maintained  by  the  colony  because  mails  passed 
oyer  it.  There  were  a  number  of  roads  in  Otsgo 
oyer  which  the  mail  passed,  and  they  were  not 
maintained  by  the  colony.  He  would  lik6  to 
know  what  county  this  fayeured  road  was  in,  m 
order  that  he  might  get  the  roads  in  his  county  to 
come  in  for  some  colonial  support. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  this  road  an  between 
Canterbury  and  Hokitika.  It  was  rather  moun- 
tainous country,  and  the  Proyince  of  Westlsoo 
was  bound  to  keep  up  the  road  between  them ; 
andj  failing  that,  tJ»  Gbneral  Goyenunent  were 
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to  do  th«  work,  and  charge  the  cost  to  the  reepec- 
tiTe  proTinoes.  Then  a  flood  came  and  twept 
awaj  the  road.  He  supposed  that  the  money 
named  in  the  estimates  must  be  the  amount  re- 
quired for  repairing  the  road.  He  did  not  see 
whj  this  road  should  he  kept  in  repair  by  the 
General  Gk>T6mment  any  more  than  any  other. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  the  road  was  constructed 
by  the  ProTinoe  of  Canterbury  at  an  enormous 
expense,  and  the  worst  part  of  it  was  on  the 
WesUand  side.  It  was  made  a  condition,  when 
the  County  of  Westland  Act  was  passed,  that  the 
Goooty  of  Westland  should  keep  it  in  repair ;  but 
the  expense  of  keeping  it  in  repur  would  simply 
mean  ruin  to  the  oounty.  u  the  County  of 
WeeUand  were  to  bo  compelled  to  take  over  this 
road,  they  would  rather  shut  it  up  altogether. 
The  road  connected  the  East  and  West  Coasts  of 
the  Middle  Island,  and  therefore  it  was  a  work 
of  some  colonial  importance.  Unless  the  road 
were  maintained  by  the  Gkneral  Government,  the 
probability  was  that  it  would  be  shut  up  alto- 
gether. The  tolls,  even  if  they  were  doubled, 
would  not  sufBce  to  keep  the  road  in  proper 
order. 

Mr.  8HESHAN  said  he  was  sure  that,  if 
Westland  did  not  wish  to  keep  up  the  road,  the 
colony  did  not.  Canterbury  was  rolling  in  wealth, 
and  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  not  maintain 
the  road. 

Mr.  BOLtiESTON  said  the  mails  of  the  colony 
were  frsquently  carried  orer  this  road. 

Mr.  KOWd  said  that  some  honorable  gentle- 
man seemed  to  imagine  that  this  road  should 
be  maintained  by  the  Gk>Ternment  because  the 
mails  of  the  colony  were  carried  over  it.  There 
were  roads  in  his  district  over  which  mails  were 
earned,  but  they  were  not  maintained  by  the 
Ctoeral  GoTcmment.  If  they  desired  to  carry 
out  the  principle  that  because  mails  happened  to 
be  carried  over  a  particular  road  that  road  should 
be  maintained  by  the  Colonial  Goverument,  they 
•hould  canr  it  out  all  over  the  colony. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that  he  remembered 
when  this.road  was  made,  and  he  considered  it  a 
great  piece  of  injustice  when  it  was  foisted  on 
the  Province  of  Westland.  He  thought  that  the 
Home  would  be  perfectly  justified  in  declaring 
that  this  road  should  be  maintained  out  of  the 
Land  Fund  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury. 
OanterbuiT  reaped  the  benefit  of  the  road,  as  it 
■applied  the  whole  of  the  West  Coast  with  cattle. 
He  did  not  think  it  would  be  too  much  for  the 
Superintendent  of  Canterbury  to  get  up  and 
■ay  that  his  province  would  keep  the  road  in 
repair.  When  he  had  asked  the  colony  to  make 
a  road  from  Queenstown  to  Martin's  Bav,  at  a 
cost  of  about  £800,  he  had  been  refused;  and 
•a  he  did  not  think  that  any  part  of  the  colony 
■hould  be  treated  exceptionally,  he  would  support , 
anv  honorable  gentleman  who  proposed  to  strike 
this  item  out. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  that  a  road  in  his  district 
also  wanted  repairing,  and  he  thought  he  would 
be  wanting  in  his  duty  if  he  did  not  ask  the  Go- 
▼emment  to  do  it.  He  knew  that  he  would  not 
get  the  money  for  this  road ;  and  as  ho  did  not 
think  one  district  should  be  treated  in  a  different 
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manner  from  another,  he  would  move  that  this 
vote  bo  struck  out. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  more  than  half  the  road 
was  really  in  Canterbury,  and  he  thought  that, 
if  there  were  such  things  as  colonial  works  at 
all,  this  should  be  one  of  them.  This  was  a 
road  which  cost  £160,000 ;  and  if  it  were  allowed 
to  fall  into  a  state  of  disrepair,  the  colony  would 
suffer  material  loss.  For  want  of  timely  manage- 
ment, a  very  large  proportion  of  the  road  would 
be  swept  away ;  and  he  would  only  say  that,  if 
there  was  any  work  which  could  be  called  a 
colonial  work,  this  was  one. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  that  to  strike  out  the 
vote  would  be  tantamount  to  saying  that  under 
no  circumstances  were  there  roads  which  the 
colony  would  reoognixe  as  colonial  works.  It 
was  hard  that  Westland  should  have  to  maintain 
that  portion  of  the  road  included  within  its 
boundaries,  and  it  was  in  recognition  of  that  fact 
that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  last  year 
strongly  advocated  the  taking  of  £20,000,  which 
natuittUy  accrued  to  the  Province  of  Canterburv, 
to  be  spent  on  the  Westland  part  of  the  road.  In 
a  case  of  this  kind,  where  a  road  benefited  not 
only  Westland  and  Canterbury,  bat  other  pro- 
vinces also,  there  was  a  fair  claim  on  the  colony. 
The  mails  for  Otago  were  frequently  carried  over 
this  road. 

Mr.  DE.LAUTOUB  thought  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon  would  have  a  difficult  task  to 
prove  that  the  occasional  carrying  of  the  Otago 
mails,  and  their  delivery  a  day  sooner  than  by  the 
sea  route,  waa  worth  £6,000  a  year  of  the  colonial 
money.  He  should  certainly  support  the  amend- 
ment for  striking  out  the  veto.  He  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  £160,000  set  down  as  the 
cost  of  the  road  was  charged  against  the  pro- 
vincial liabilities^  because,  if  it  was  not,  it  ought 
to  be. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  replied  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  it  was. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  said  that  had  not  the 
House  passed  some  steam  service  votes  which 
were  absolutely  indefensible,  he  should  not  have 
voted  for  this  item.  Those  votes  were  passed  on 
the  ground  that  they  afforded  facility  for  traffic, 
and  on  that  sround  he  should  support  this  vote. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  thought  that,  if  there  was 
one  thing  the  House  ought  to  keep  in  view,  it 
was  that  of  affording  facilities  for  opening  up 
new  gold  fields,  and  the  conveyance  of  supplies 
to  those  already  opened  up.  An  extensive  gold- 
bearing  area  had  only  recently  been  opened  up  at 
the  Westland  end  of  the  road,  and  it  would  be  a 
most  short-sighted  step  to  cut  off  the  means  of 
keeping  this  road  in  a  proper  state  of  repair. 

Mr.  BEES  said  there  was  no  anidogy  whatever 
between  the  cases  cited  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Akaroa.  In  the  cases  of  the  steam  services 
there  were  no  county  boundary  lines  over  which 
the  steamers  passed,  ^nd  that  was  a  material 
difference.  As  to  the  Government  furnishing 
£6,000  a  year  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  he  would 
like  to  hear  some  reasons  why  this  particular  case 
should  be  singled  out.  If  there  was  any  force  in 
the  argument  of  the  honorable  member  for  Avon, 
that  fiMilitias  should  be  given  for  the  opening  up 
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of  new  raslies,  c»r  oony^ying  supplies  to  existing 
diggings,  the  colony  ought  to  open  up  and  main- 
tain roads  between  the  Thames  and  Ohinemuri, 
and  between  the  Thames  and  Coromandel.  There 
was  no  reason  whatever,  to  his  mind,  whj  the 
rest  of  the  colcmy  should  be  taxed  to  mamtain 
this  particular  road,  and  he  should  oppose  the 
Tote.  If  such  a  principle  were  adopted  now,  it 
ought  to  be  applied  m  erery  other  ease.  He 
hoped  no  member  of  the  House  would  support  a 
proposition  to  expend  the  funds  of  the  colony  on 
behalf  of  any  fikvouied  district.  If  it  would  not 
pay  Canterbury  and  WesUand  to  keep  up  the 
road,  it  would  not  pay  the  colony  to  do  it. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  discussion  on  this 
rote  suggested  one  of  the  eyU  results  of  abolition, 
as  honorable  members  were  not  acquainted  witli 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case.  This 
main  road  connected  two  parts  of  the  country 
widely  separated,  and  the  people  in  the  ioter- 
mediate  places  did  not  benefit  by  it.  Under  the 
County  system,  the  maintenance  of  this  road 
would  fall  unjustly  on  portions  of  the  country 
which  did  not  benefit  nearly  so  much  as  others. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Ayon  was  auite  right  in  saying  that  this  yote 
was  one  of  tne  first  illustrations  of  the  eyil 
results  of  abolition.  It  was  eyident  that  the 
proposals  of  the  Gk>yemment  would  not  ptoye 
satis&ctory.  They  had  oyerlooked  the  sparsely 
settled  districts,  the  roads  in  which  could  not  be 
kept  up  by  the  local  bodies,  no  matter  how 
laiqgely  they  were  subsidised.  He  would  ask, 
was  there  not  a  compact  by  Statute  that  Can- 
terbury and  Westland  should  keep  up  this  road 
between  them  P  Canterbury  was  roiling  in  wealth, 
and  the  attempt  to  smuggle  through  this  yote  of 
£8,000  out  of  the  funds  of  the  colony,  as  against 
the  poorer  proyinces,  was  highly  reprehensible. 
That  province  was  so  wealthy  that  it  could  take 
up  the  colonial  loans,  and  yet  the  General  Qo- 
Temment  was  asked  to  maintain  this  road.  That 
was  unworthy  of  the  great  Province  of  Canter- 
bury, and  not  worthy  of  the  broad  views  taken 
by  her  pubh'c  men,  ond  notably  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon. 

Mr.  FITZBOY  said  the  House  had  passed  a 
vote  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  from  Hoki- 
tika  to  Canterbury,  and  he  did  not  see  how  the 
mails  could  be  conveyed  if  this  main  road  were 
not  maintained. 

Mr.  BARFF  said  this  road  could  not  be  com- 
pared with  any  other  road  in  the  colony.  It 
oonnected  the  eastern  and  western  shores  of  the 
Middle  Island,  and  had  been  constructed  at  an 
immense  cost.  It  would  not  be  right  to  throw 
a  burden  upon  one  particidar  district  which  it 
could  not  bear.  The  greater  portion  of  the  road 
was  in  the  County  of  Westland,  and  every  por- 
tion of  it  had  been  expensively  made.  He  nad 
just  received  a  telegram  from  a  gentleman  who 
travelled  frequently  from  Christohurch  to  Hoki- 
tika,  asking  if  it  was  not  possible  to  get  a  bridge 
made  over  the  Taipo.  It  would  be  manifestly 
unfair  to  put  the  cost  of  maintaining  this  road 
on  the  Province  of  Canterbury.  The  House 
would  be  entirely  justified  in  making  this  a 
special  case.    The  xnails  passed  over  this  road, 


and   there   was   a  very  oonaiderable 
traffic  upon  it 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  this 
was  not  the  only  road  that  would  have  to  be  dealt 
with  specially  by  the  colony.  This  road  had 
been  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  stockownen  in 
Canterbury,  to  enable  them  to  supply  the  West 
Coast  with  stock.  The  Province  of  Nebon  had 
made  an  equally  important  road  from  the  Amuri 
to  the  West  Coast,  hy  whioh  stock  was  driven 
from  the  East  to  the  West  Coast.  He£uledtosee 
why  the  one  road  should  be  made  at  the  expense 
of  the  colony  and  not  the  other.  The  proposal 
put  him  in  mind  of  a  vote  passed  a  few  evenings 
since  to  subsidise  a  steamer  to  enable  the  mer- 
chants of  Otago  to  oompete  with  Nelson  traders, 
who  had  previously  conducted  the  trade  by  their 
local  steamers  without  subsidy;  and  now  they 
proposed  to  subsidise  a  road  to  enable  the  stock- 
owners  of  Canterbury  to  compete  with  those  of 
Nelson.  He  would  not  oppose  this  vote,  because 
he  believed,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  Kumara  rush,  it  was  necessary ;  but  he  would 
not  be  prepared  to  support  a  similar  vote  next 
session. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  could  not  see  why  thia  road 
should  be  subsidised  when  the  GKiverament  re- 
fused grants  to  others.  He  had  lately  applied  to 
the  Cbvemment  for  a  sum  of  £600  which  a  Boad 
Board  in  North  Otago  required  in  aid  of  the  cost 
of  constructing  a  roMl  rendered  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  a  main  road  having  been  rendered 
useless  by  the  construction  of  a  lailway  close  to  it. 
His  request  had  been  refused,  and  he  did  not  see 
why  the  large  sum  of  £8,000  should  be  given  for 
the  Hokitiu  road. 

Mr.  BEES  would  point  out  that  Canterbuiy 
had  made  this  road  before  Westland  was  sepa- 
rated, and  he  would  like  to  know  whv  Canterbury 
should  get  rid  of  its  liabilities  in  this  way.  If 
Westland  was  not  able  to  pay,  Canterbuiy  ought 
to  pay,  and  the  cost  shoula  not  be  thrown  upon 
the  colony.  The  road  was  kept  up  for  the  benefit 
of  Canterbury  as  well  as  of  Westland,  and  if  one 
could  not  pay  tlie  cost  the  other  ought ;  and  there 
was  no  part  of  the  colony  so  well  able  to  pay  as 
Canterbury. 

Mr.  BETNOLBS  would  vote  against  the  item, 
and  would  suggest  that  this  road  should  be  dealt 
with  under  the  4th  clause  of  the  Financial  Ar- 
rangements Bill.  He  was  of  opinion  that  West- 
land  had  been  very  badly  treated,  both  by  Canter- 
bury and  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WASON  said  this  was  a  provincial  road, 
and  he  would  ask,  To  what  part  of  the  province 
did  honorable  members  propose  that  it  should  be 
charged  ?  He  thousht  a  great  deal  of  the  pre- 
sent discussion  would  have  come  better  upon  the 
proposed  vote  of  £76,000  as  subsidies  to  Munici- 
pahties  and  Boad  Boards  j  for  he  thought  that 
was  a  far  more  objectionable  feature  than  the 
vote  under  consideration.  Some  honorable  mem- 
bers seemed  to  think  that  the  County  of  Courte- 
nay  would  benefit  by  the  road,  but  that  was  not 
the  &ct.  The  vote  would  be  applied  to  the 
repair  of  the  road  from  Westland  to  Malvern, 
and  Malvern  happened  to  be  the  point  in  Canter- 
bury where   civilisation   ended   and    the  unin- 
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habited  ragged  monntainoue  oonntij  bepm. 
OhIt  three  pastoral  tenants  would  be  benefited 
bT  thiB  portion  of  the  road,  and  he  did  not  think 
that  they  would  pay  for  ite  maintenance.  He 
balioTed  the  General  GoTemment  intended  to 
take  orer  aome  other  roads  $  at  all  eyents,  they 
ipere  going  to  spend  £8,000  on  roads  north  of 
AnoUand.  He  would  be  glad  to  support  the 
Ministry  in  striking  oat  all  subsidies  for  roods, 
no  matter  where  they  were.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
Biiitee  wonld  not  be  led  away  by  the  rash  oon- 
elneion  that,  because  Canterbury  assisted  to  make 
this  road  when  Westland  was  a  part  of  that 
proTinoe,  therefore  Canterbury  must  keep  it  in 
repair  after  Westland  was  separated  from  it. 
Ouiterbunr  had  not  wished  to  get  rid  of  West- 
land,  but  Westland  desired  to  ^t  rid  of  Canter- 
bury ;  and  when  they  separated  it  was  agreed  that 
the  cost  of  maintaining  the  road  should  be  shared 
between  them.  If  they  charged  a  part  of  this 
•zpense  on  Westland,  it  would  not  be  paid, 
because  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  land  rere- 
nue  in  Westland,  and  the  money  must  oome  out 
of  the  colonial  reyenue. 

ICaior  ATKINSON  said  Canterbury  had  not 
been  fairly  treated  iti  this  matter,  for  the  money 
was  not  spent  in  Canterbury  at  alL  The  Yote 
was  purely  in  aid  of  Westland,  and  that  province 
was  not  able  to  carry  on  its  works  without  as- 
sistance from  the  House.  Last  year,  the  House 
TOted  a  considerable  sum,  and  this  year  they  would 
have  to  Toie  a  further  considerable  sum  in  aid  of 
Westland.  The  Government  thought  it  more 
desirable  to  charge  this  amount  upon  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  than  to  charge  it  nominsUy  on 
Westland.  The  vote  was  taken  out  of  the  esti- 
mates of  Westland.  The  position  of  the  affiur 
was  this : — The  money  would  hare  to  be  paid  out 
of  Consolidated  Bevenue  or  out  of  Treasury  bills, 
and  the  Committee  therefore  could  take  what 
aetbn  it  thought  right  in  the  matter.  The  road 
was  in  a  different  position  from  any  others  in  the 
oolony.  The  Gt>Temment  had  a  mail  contract  on 
the  inad ;  and  they  thought  that,  while  changes 
were  pending,  it  would  be  better  to  include  the 
Tote  lor  the  maintenance  of  the  road  on  the  esti- 
matee,  as  they  had  done,  than  to  issue  Trea- 
ioiy  bills  for  the  amount.  The  Government 
were  bound  to  maintain  the  road.  H  the  province 
did  not  keep  it  in  repair  the  Government  could 
repair  it  and  charae  the  two  provinces  i  but  West- 
land  had  not  the  funds  to  pay  its  share. 

Mr.  BURNS  thooght  the  road  from  Wakatipu 
to  Dunedin  ought  to  oe  kept  up  in  the  same  way. 
To  say  that  the  road  from  Hokitika  to  MalTem 
was  Mpt  up  for  the  auxpoee  of  bringing  the  Sues 
mail  mm  Westlana,  was  a  perfect  absurditr ; 
because  he  remembered  that  on  one  occasion  the 
steamer  landed  the  mail  at  Hokitika,  to  be  sent 
overhmd,  and  the  same  steamer  actually  took  the 
Biaii  on  board  again  at  Lyttelt6n,  and  carried  it 
to  Port  Chalmers.  He  thought  it  was  time  that 
sooh  a  thins  as  ffiring  this  vote  should  be  put  a 
stop  to  s  and  if  the  country  was  to  go  in  for  aboli- 
tion, let  Canterbury  and  Westland  have  the  full 
benefit  of  it,  He  hoped  the  Committee  would 
r^ect  the  vote. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  that,  if  this  load  had  not 


been  forced  upon  the  County  of  Westland  years 
ago  by  an  Act  of  the  Assembly,  it  would  have 
been  allowed  to  fall  into  a  state  of  disrepair.  If 
members  knew  the  expense  which  deyolved  upon 
Westland  on  account  of  this  road,  and  the  linuted 
rerenue  it  had  to  meet  the  charge,  it  would  not 
be  surprised  at  its  objecting  to  bear  the  cost. 
The  road  in  Canterbury  was  a  long  level  country, 
and  was  easily  kept  in  order ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
boundary  line  was  passed,  there  was  nothing  but 

Sorges,  precipices,  and  rapid  riyers,  which  ren- 
ered  the  maintenance  of  the  road  very  difficult 
and  expensire.  Were  there  no  such  things  as 
colonial  works  ?  What  were  railways  ?  If  the 
House  would  grant  them  a  railway,  they  would 
be  glad  to  give  up  the  road.  When  the  Govern- 
ment made  a  railway,  it  was  regarded  as  a 
colonial  work ;  but  in  a  part  of  the  country 
where  there  were  no  railways,  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  make  a  road,  it  was  at  once  stated  that 
it  was  not  a  colonial  work. 

Mr.  LUSK  said  there  were  other  roads  costing 
the  oolony  a  great  deal  of  money.  There  was  a 
road  made  in  the  North  of  Auckland,  which,  if 
finished,  would  be  yery  expensive;  and  though 
that  road  ran  from  north  to  south  through  a 
large  and  important  district,  he  saw  no  prospect 
of  the  House  regarding  it  as  a  great  oolonia) 
work,  and  underUkkine  on  the  part  of  the  colony 
to  keep  it  in  order.  On  the  oontrary,  they  looked 
to  the  people  of  the  district  to  maintain  it,  and 
although  the  country  was  sparsely  populated,  and 
of  a  difficult  nature,  rendering  the  maintenance 
of  the  road  expensive,  the  people  would  be  glad 
to  keep  it  in  order.  It  was  absurd  to  say  that 
because  a  road  was  a  particularly  bad  one,  there- 
fore it  became  a  colonial  work.  If  that  principle 
were  adopted  the  worst  and  most  useless  roads 
would  beoome  a  perpetual  burden  on  the  colony. 
Whoever  was  responsible  for  this  road,  it  cer- 
tainly was  not  the  oolony.  If  the  Canterbury 
people  took  their  stock  over  the  road,  they  had 
an  interest  in  maintaining  it — more  so,  perhaps, 
than  the  people  of  Westland,  who  could  get  theur 
stock  by  sea. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  the  matter  could  be 
easily  settled.  The  Westland  members  said  they 
did  not  want  the  road,  and  would  not  haye  had 
it  if  it  had  been  at  their  option,  and  that  they 
would  not  pay  for  it  $  and  it  was  admitted  that 
Canterbury  had  plenW  of  money  to  maintain  the 
road.  Well,  it  would  soon  be  seen  if  it  was 
worth  while  for  Canterbury  to  keep  the  road  up 
for  the  purpose  of  sending  their  cattle  across  to 
Westland.  If  the  Westland  people  did  not  want 
the  road  let  them  abandon  it,  and  let  Canterbui^ 
maintain  it  if  it  chose.  The  vote  for  the  mail 
services  was  granted  on  the  understanding  that 
the  Goyemment  would  reduce  them  and  dispense 
with  them  as  far  as  possible  j  but  the  vote  for 
this  road  would  beperpetual. 

Mr.  S3:NNEDY  said  that,  if  the  burden  of 
maintaining  this  road  were  cast  upon  the  County 
of  Westland,  it  would  fall  upon  Hokitika,  which 
already  had  a  considerable  mileage  of  road  to 
keep  up.  The  road  from  the  Canterbury  boun* 
dazy  to  the  sea-coast  was  fifty  miles  long.  For 
about  twenty  miles  the  oount^  was  settled ;  but 
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ihe  road  for  the  remainder  of  the  distance  ran 
along  the  moantain.  The  latter  coantry  should 
be  treated  aa  an  outljing  distriot,  and  the  Goantj 
of  Westland  should  decline  to  bear  the  cost  of 
the  road  unless  that  particular  portion  were 
treated  as  an  outljing  district.  When  it  was 
considered  that  upwards  of  8,000  head  of  stock 
trarelled  oyer  the  road  annually  from  Canter- 
bary,  it  could  not  be  said  that  it  was  of  no 
advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  West  Coast. 
The  toUs  were  sufficient  to  maintain  most  of  the 
main  roads  in  the  colony ;  there  was  upwards  of 
£2,000  a  year  leyied  on  tolls  on  this  road,  and 
yet  that  was  only  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  its 
maintenance.  It  was  impossible  for  Westland, 
or,  in  other  words,  Hokitiia,  to  bear  such  aheayy 
burden  as  £6,000  a  year  on  account  of  this  road. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  that  pressure  from  the 
colony  at  large  was  brought  to  bear  upon  Can- 
terbury to  make  this  road,  which  was  necessary 
to  enable  diggers  and  others  to  trarel  with  safety 
to  Westland.  The  road  therefore  had  been  the 
means  of  sending  population  to  Westland,  and 
assisting  it  materiaUy.  The  Canterbury  people 
sent  their  cattle  oyer  to  that  part  of  the  country 
to  the  diggers,  who  would  hare  otherwise  starved ; 
yet  the  Westland  people  had  been  so  ungrate- 
ful as  to  put  a  charge  of  6s.  a  head  on  the  cattle. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  had  alwa^  imagined  that 
one  of  the  effects  of  the  Abolition  policy  would 
be  that  the  charge  of  main  and  arterial  roads 
would  dcTolyo  upon  the  General  Goyemment; 
and  he  belieyed  inat,  before  twelve  months  were 
oyer,  all  thouehtful  men  would  agree  that  the 
maintenance  of  main  roads  ought  to  be  char||ed 
npon  the  general  revenue,  and  the  roads  main- 
tained by  Uie  General  Government. 

Mr.  'REID  said,  if  that  were  so,  all  the  main 
foads  should  be  on  the  estimates  now,  and  they 
should  not  begin  with  this  special  case.  The 
arguments  which  had  been  used  in  support  of 
the  vote  would  apply  to  any  road  in  the  colony. 
They  had  been  told  that  this  road  was  forced  on 
the  county  against  its  will  by  an  Act  of  the 
Assembly.  £d  they  not  this  year,  by  passing 
the  Counties  Bill,  imposed  the  maintenance  of 
certain  roads  upon  counties  against  their  will  P  If 
it  had  been  known  that  the  people  of  Westland 
would  make  an  application  to  get  their  roads  put 
upon  the  estimates,  other  lo^ilities  would  have 
made  a  similar  application,  with  just  as  much 
reason.  He  would  like  to  know  if  the  Premier 
had  abandoned  the  Abolition  policy?  If  such 
votes  as  this  were  to  be  miBsed,  what  was  the  use 
of  passing  the  Counties  Bill,  throwing  the  cost  of 
these  woncs  on  the  localities  thems^vesP  Per- 
haps the  honorable  gentleman  would  remember 
a  statement  he  made,  and  which  was  part  of  his 
Abolition  policy,  to  the  effect  that  if  that  policy 
were  carried  out,  the  subject  of  roads  and  bridges 
would  rarely  be  heard  m  the  House,  except  in 
the  way  of  congratulation.  He  (Mr.  Beid)  had 
always  expected  a  policy  to  be  reversed  in  the 
following  session ;  but  in  this  case  it  seemed  that 
the  Abolition  policy  was  to  be  reversed  before 
they  got  half  through  the  same  session.  It  was 
a  most  unwise  thing  to  attempt  to  pass  this 
ppecial  vote.    WestUmd  would  not  be  in  a  bad 


position  after  abolition  was  carried  out.  There 
was  a  great  rush  there  at  present,  and  its  gold 
fields  revenue  would  be  very  large  this  year, 
and  he  could  not  conceive  why  it  should  be 
placed  in  an  exceptional  position  in  regard  to 
this  road.  He  could  not  see  in  what  light  it 
could  be  regarded  as  a  colonial  work.  If  it  were 
maintained  for  the  conveyance  of  the  Melboome 
mail,  that  could  be  carried  by  pack-horses,  or 
sent  round  coastwise.  If  Canterbury  did  not 
consider  the  road  a  useful  one,  it  would  have  the 
option  of  contributing  or  not ;  but  he  oould  not 
see  why  other  counties  should  have  forced  upon 
them  the  maintenance  of  their  own  roads,  and 
the  general  revenue  be  taken  to  keep  up  this  road. 
He  would  oppose  the  vote,  which  he  hoped  would 
be  thrown  out ;  and  he  trusted  the  Government 
would  adhere  to  their  policy  and  not  make  ex- 
ceptions. 

Mr.  WAKBFIBLD  thought  the  Committee 
would  do  right  in  throwing  out  this  vote.  He 
felt  sure  the  road  had  been  made  at  the  instance 
of  Canterbury,  and  not  of  Westland,  in  order  to 
secure  the  trade  with  Westland,  which  was  at  the 
time  of  great  importance,  and  in  order  to  avoid 
sending  their  stock  round  by  sea.  The  road 
should  be  maintained  at  the  cost  of  that  part  of 
the  country  which  benefited  by  it.  If  this  was  to 
be  called  a  colonial  work  because  the  roBd  ran 
from  sea  to  sea,  then  they  should  look  upon  the 
road  from  Auckland  to  Onehunga  as  a  colonial 
road,  and  undertake  its  maintenance.  It  would 
be  a  monstrous  thing  to  make  this  a  colonial 
work  when  there  were  a  great  many  other  roads 
in  outlying  districts  which  ought  to  be  made,  but 
which  the  people  of  the  district  oould  not  pay 
for.  Although  a  Canterbury  man,  he  would  pre- 
fer this  road  being  made  a  charge  upon  that 
province  to  its  being  a  charge  on  the  colony,  be* 
cause  the  Canterbury  people  used  it  to  send  their 
stock  to  Westland.  If  the  trade  along  it  was  suf- 
ficient, the  Committee  mi^ht  depend  upon  it  that 
the  road  would  be  maintained. 

Mr.  BABFF  wished  to  correct  some  misstate- 
ments made,  no  doubt  inadvertently,  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Heathcote,  who  said  that 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  from  all  parts  upon 
the  Prorincial  GTovemment  of  Canterbuxr  to 
make  this  road.  He  (Mr.  Barff)  was  one  of  the 
first  two  members  who  represented  Westland  in 
the  Canterbury  Provincial  Council,  and  the  pres- 
sure he  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Provincial  Go- 
vernment was  to  prevent  this  road  being  made 
in  the  direction  m  which  it  was  intended  to 
take  it.  He  found  that  all  the  pressure  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  Ph)vincial  Gk>yer«ment  was  that 
of  a  meeting  called  together  by  a  person  named 
St.  Quentin,  a  painter,  and  no  doubt  a  very  re- 
spectable man.  At  that  meeting,  the  people  of 
Canterbury  were  called  upon  to  make  tnis  road. 
They  did  make  it,  and  chained  Westland  with  it) 
and  thereby  ruined  that  district.  Not  only  was 
the  road  made  against  the  wishes  of  Westland, 
but  the  people  of  Canterbury  passed  an  Ordi- 
nance that  the  Westland  people  should  not  be 
allowed  to  import  cattle  by  sea,  and  thus  com- 
pelled them  to  use  the  road. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  found  that,  wherever  a  imil- 
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load  WM  oonstmotedi  oTezy  one  mm  anxiouB  that 
it  sboiild  be  a  oolonial  work.  He  would  like  to 
aak  why  these  railroads  ehoold  not  be  charged  to 
the  profinoee,  if  the  roads  were. 

Queetion  put,  "  That  the  item  '  Maintenanoe  of 
Boad  Hokitfta  to  Malrern  for  six  months  (in  ad- 
dition to  tolls),  £3,000/  be  struck  out ; "  upon 
which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ajes         34 

Noes         28 

ICajorityfor        6 

Ans. 

Mr.  Baigent,  Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  BalUnee,  Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown,  Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Bums,  Mr.  Bichmond, 

Mr.  Giarrington,  Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  De  Lautour,  Mr.  Sejmour, 

Mr.  Dignan,  Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Giobs,  Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Haoilin,  Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Takamoaoa, 

Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Tole, 

Captain  Benny,  Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Lamaoh»  Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Mr.  Lnmsden, 

Mr.  Manders,  TelUrs, 

Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  Nahe,  Mr.  ShrimskL 

^KOBB. 

Mr.  Andrew,  Captain  Morris, 

Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Barff,  Mr.  Pearoe, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr,  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Sir  B.  Douglas,  Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Tesehemaker, 

Mr.  Fitzroy,  Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  G.  McLeao,  Teller*. 

Mr.  Montffomeiy,  Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Moorhouse,  Mr.  BoUeston. 

The  item  was  oonsequently  struck  out. 
Mr.  SHBBHAN  would  like  to  ask  the  Premier 
fiir  some  explanation  with  regard  to  the  item, "  F. 
W.  B<^e,  £860."  He  understood  that  some  time 
MO  the  House  passed  a  resolution  to  the  eSeet 
that  it  would  rscognize  no  claims  for  compensa- 
tion after  a  certain  date.  This  claim  appeared  to 
liave  been  made  after  that  date;  and  he  would 
like  to  know  what  were  the  special  dreumstances 
wider  which  it  had  been  made. 

M^or  ATKINSON  said  this  was  a  case 
which  was  not  barred  by  the  resolution  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  Mr.  Bolfe 
bad  obtained  carts  to  remove  his  goods,  when 
the  Commandiug  Officer  had  taken  away  the 
whole  of  his  drays  for  mititaiy  purposes. 
Xhe  Public  Petitions  Committee  had  inquired 


into  the  matter,  and  had  found  that  Mr.  Bolfe 
had  reasonable  grounds  for  compensation.  An 
inquiry  bad  also  been  held  by  Colonel  Moole, 
and  he  found  that  the  petitioner  was  entitled  to 
compensation.  This  case  did  not  in  any  way  open 
the  door  to  claims  for  compensation  being  made 
in  the  ordinary  way. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  was  sorry  to  say  that  it  did 
open  the  gate  to  claims  for  compensation  being 
made  in  the  ordinary  way.  The  colony  had  said 
that  it  would  not  entertain  those  claims,  not  be- 
cause they  were  not  just,  but  because  they  had 
not  the  money  to  pay  them. 

Item,  Miscellaneous  and  Temporary  Objects, 
£56,021,  amed  to. 

Item,  Exchange  and  Commission,  £3,000, 
agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  item  "New  Zealand 
Institute,  £500,"  be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  BIJBNS  asked  the  Goyernmeut  to  explain 
whether  this  Tote  had  any  oonneotioa  with  the 
Colonial  Museum. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  had  not. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  it  was  high  time  that  they 
got  rid  of  the  Colonial  Museum.  He  thought  it 
should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  other 
museums,  and  therefore  he  considers  that  this 
special  Tote  should  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  he  observed  that  an  Act 
of  Parliament  prorided  that  £500  should  be 
placed  on  the  estimates  annually  for  this  Insti- 
tutCi 

<^stion  put,  "  That  the  item  '  New  Zealand 
Institute,  £500,'  be  agreed  to ;"  upon  which  a  divi- 
sion was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         ...        38 

Noes         20 


Majorityjfor 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr,  Carrington, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Ur,  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Bfr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Bailr, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Sir  B.  DoogUw, 
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Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Bfr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tesehemaker, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Johnston. 

N0B8. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Bichmond, 
Mr.  Swanson^ 
Mr.  Thomson, 
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Mr.  Fisber,  '  Mr.  WillisniB, 

Mr.  GibbB,  i  Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Hamlin,  ! 

Mr.  Joyce,  Sellers, 

Mr.  Lajmaoh,  |  Mr.  Bunu, 

Mr.  Lumsden,  '   '  Mr.  ShMhan. 
The  item  was  conaequently  agreed  to. 

Class  YI. — Natitk  BBPABTicairT. 

Salaries  and  Contingenoies,  £22,832  18s.  9d. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN  obeerred  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  this  department  was  ab- 
sent throagh  iUness  ;  bat  he  gathered  from  the 
silenoe  of  the  Premier  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Gk>Temment  to  take  these  estimates 
through  Gommittee.  He  regretted  that  they 
did  not  giro  some  information  with  regard  to 
^e  department,  becaoae  it  was  one  in  regard 
to  whioh  the  whole  oountry  expected  a  substan- 
tial measure  of  reform.  It  was  impossible  cor- 
rectly to  characterise  this  department.  It  was 
a  mysterr— dark  and  insorutaole.  Any  person 
who  would  undertake  to  dean  out  this  Augean 
stable  miffht  calculate  upon  harinfl  fire  years'  work 
to  do.  Its  ramifications  extendea  oyer  the  whole 
of  the  North  Island ;  and  there  was  not,  and  nerer 
had  been,  such  a  dose  corporation  as  that  which 
figured  under  thii  head.  He  thought  the  time 
had  oome  when  rery  substantial  reductions  should 
be  made  in  it :  it  was  a  moot  point  whether  it 
oould  not  be  dispensed  with  altogether,  but  that 
reductions  could  be  made  was  to  ms  mind  beyond 
argument.  For  years  past  the  tendency  os  all 
legislation  in  regard  to  this  department  had  been 
to  create  a  sort  of  heritage  for  a  certain  portion 
of  the  community,  posseued  of  certain  qualifica- 
tions; but  he  maintained  that  the  direct  bene- 
ficial duties  of  the  department  had  long  passed 
away.  As  to  remoTing  difficulties  and  promotiDg 
good  feeling  between  the  two  races,  the  depart- 
ment seemMl  to  hare  set  itself  out  for  opposite 
purposes.  Its  shibboleth  was  Taihoct,  He  be- 
tieyed  that  two-thirds  of  the  difficulties  with  the 
Katiyes  of  which  they  heard  were  first  created  by 
the  department  for  the  purpose  of  settling  them 
afterwards ;  and  so  long  as  this  system  was  con- 
tinued, so  long  would  they  be  compelled  to  keep 
up  a  department  on  this  gigantic  scale.  There 
had  been  only  one  substantial  reform  during 
the  last  four  or  fiye  years — a  reform  of  a  most 
yaluable  character — and  that  was  the  establish- 
ment of  Natiye  schools  at  which  the  children 
were  taught  the  Bnelish  language,  and  had  made 
great  progress  in  education.  Wnateyer  might  be 
said  ot  the  Natiye  Minister,  it  was  beyond  doubt 
that  in  this  respect  he  had  conferred  a  substan- 
tial advantage  upon  the  Natiye  people ;  but  what 
he  (Mr.  Sheehim)  wished  to  ao  was  to  abolish 
this  special  tutelsf  e,  this  system  which  really  ex- 
isted for  the  benefit  of  the  chosen  few.  It  might 
perhaps  be  inexpedient  to  do  away  altogether 
with  the  department  at  one  stroke ;  but  in  some 
of  the  tiiicl^y-BetUed  districts  the  time  had  come 
when  this  special  yote  might  be  abolished.  He 
would  point  out  sereral  instances  where  lam 
reductions  might  be  made,  and  would  take  the 
case  of  the  Beodent  Magistrates  first  Theore  was 
no  occasion  now  to  maintain  such  a  lugp  namb«r 


of  these  offidab  for  Katiye  purposes  only.  In 
many  instances  the  work  which  they  were  sup- 
posed to  do  could  be  done  by  the  European 
Resident  Magistrates  in  the  same  districts.  Those 
Natiye  Resident  Magistrates  were  in  many  eases 
paid  higher  salaries  than  the  European  Sesident 
Ma^trate  for  doing  the  same  amount  of  work. 
While  upon  this  subject,  he  might  mention  one 
special  circumstance  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  should  be  called.  It  was  full  of  illus- 
tration as  to  the  traditional  teachings  of  the 
department.  The  Resident  Magislrate  at  Waiapu 
had  to  conduct  the  election  of  a  Maori  meml^r 
for  the  East  Coast  Electoral  District,  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  electorate ;  and  he  would 
briefly  go  into  the  details  of  the  case,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  letting  the  Committee  undientand  why 
this  case  was  wdl  worthy  of  their  attention.  The 
gentleman  was  almost  unknown  to  him  ;  but  the 
eyidence  taken  before  the  East  Coast  Maori 
Election  Committee  was  such  as  to  demand  moat 
riffid  inquiry.  It  seemed  that  the  Resident 
^uigistrato  himsdf,  and  those  employed  by  him, 
took  it  for  granted  that  they  were  to  use  thdr 
best  endeayours  to  secure  the  return  of  the 
Goyemment  candidate ;  and  one  of  the  Return- 
ing Officers  actually  epoke  of  himself  as  the 
"  G-oyemment  Returning  Officer  for  Hotene,'*  and 
said  that  the  other  candidates  would  have  to 
look  after  their  own  interest  in  the  same  way 
as  he  did  those  of  the  Gh>yemment  candidate. 
Anything  more  reprehensible  than  the  oondact 
disclosed  before  that  Commiltee  could  not  be 
found,  and  the  Goyemment  should  not  allow 
the  matter  to  pass  oyer  without  inquiry,  and 
decisiye  action  being  taken  if  the  eyidence  taken 
before  the  Committee  were  borne  out ;  although 
it  could  scarcely  be  otherwise,  for  the  eyidence 
was  obtained  from  the  persons  ^hemselyes. 
There  was  another  head  under  whidi  sweeping 
reductions  should  be  made,  and  that  was  the 
Natiye  Assessors.  Two-thirds  of  these  officers 
were  perfectly  useless,  and  in  a  ereat  many 
instances  the  positions  were  held  by  men 
of  inferior  raxut;  the  l^ing  chien  and 
men  of  rank  refusing  to  accept  positions  at 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  Many  of  these 
Assessors  reoeiyed  salaries  ranging  from  £20  to 
£60.  He  knew  many  of  them  himself ;  and  al- 
though he  had  had  four  or  fiye  years'  experience  of 
the  working  of  the  system,  he  had  fiuled  to  dis- 
coyer  any  good  work  that  these  peo{^  did.  They 
were  yery  often  unfit  for  the  appoinlment ;  they 
were  often  not  acceptable  to  &e  Natiye  peopla> 
and  were  men  who  ou^t  not  to  be  intrusted  with 
positions  of  this  kind.  It  simply  amounted  to 
spending  so  much  money  for  a  purpose  that  was 
entirely  useless.  There  was  a  time^ 
when  the  flour-and-sugar  policy 
swing,  when  it  was  dMirable  to  employ  these 
bribes  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  some  ii  these 
people  from  becoming  obstructive  and  going  into 
rebellion  j  but  that  tuie  had  entirely  oeaeed,  and 
they  ought  now  to  do  away  with  these  Assessors, 
so  that  the  Natives  should  be  brought  under  the 
same  law  as  the  Europeans,  and  iMOome  accus- 
tomed to  having  their  cases  determined  in  the 
Soropean  Courts.     Ab  a  matter  of  &ctt,  theee 
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people  who  presided  in  them  were  wholfj  ignorant 
of  the  law.  He  knew  of  a  case  which  occurred 
in  one  of  theee  Afliesiore'  Courts  in  the  district  of 
Kaipaift,  which  would  give  a  reiy  good  idea  of 
the  MafciTe  notions  on  Uie  subject.  He  remem- 
bered being  present  at  a  trial  before  a  Natiye 
Assessor  in  tnat  district — ^he  need  not  particu- 
lariM  the  nature  of  the  crime,  which  was  an 
offence  against  social  decency — and  was  asked 
to  take  a  seat  beside  the  presiding  Assessor, 
who  appealed  not  to  take  a  large  amount  of  in- 
terest in  the  case.  He  (lir.  Sheehan)  asked  him 
why  he  did  not  take  notice  of  what  was  going  on. 
His  reply  was  that  his  mind  was  made  up :  that 
be  was  |[oing  to  fine  the  culprit  £80,  that  being 
the  preoiae  amount  the  culpnt  owed  him.  That 
was  a  case  in  point ;  and  it  was  not  a  solitary 
instance.  So  long  as  they  hod  people  exercising 
these  functions,  so  long  would  they  hare  eyils 
arising  amongst  the  Natiyes.  Then  there  was  a 
perfect  army  of  interpreters.  That  was  the  only 
word  that  could  be  properlv  applied  to  the  large 
body  of  interpreters  proyiaed  for  in  these  esti- 
mates. To  a  laree  extent,  these  interpreters 
oould  be  dispensed  with.  Many  of  them  were 
not  fully  emmoyed,  and  were  simply  maintained 
perhaps  for  the  same  reason  that  a  good  number 
of  people  were  employed  to  purchase  Native  lands 
in  the  Korth  Island — namely,  to  keep  them  out 
of  harm's  way.  He  obseryed,  under  the  head  of 
*'  General  Contingencies,"  that  a  sum  of  £8,000, 
TOted  last  year  for  the  purchase  of  food,  clothing, 
Ac,  for  the  Katives,  was  now  reduced  to  £1,000. 
When  they  looked  at  the  fact  that  for  some  eie ht 
or  ten  years  the  Natives  had  been  largely  de- 
moralised by  these  presents  of  food  and  clothing 
— that  they  had  been  induced  to  hang  on  to  the 
akirts  of  the  Gk>yemment  rather  than  endeavour 
to  maintain  themselves  by  honest  labour  —  it 
would  become  a  difficult  task  for  the  Government 
to  resist  the  importunities  of  these  people  ;  and  if 
it  should  happen  in  the  course  of  time  that  some 
other  gentleman  might  take  the  office  of  Native 
Minister  in  consequence  of  Uie  retirement  of  Sir 
Domild  McLean,  that  gentleman  would  find  a 
very  difficult  task  before  him  in  endeavouring  to 
enforce  reform.  Then  there  was  another  item 
under  the  head  of  '*  General  Contingencies"  which 
might  very  well  be  struck  oiF— the  item  of  £400  for 
cairying  on  the  Maori  newspaper.  The  Natives 
had  shown  that  the^  were  capable  of  canning  on 
ft  newspaper  of  their  own,  which  enjoyed  treble 
the  circulation  of  the  Goyemment  paper.  The 
Government  newspaper  had  been  maintained  by 
tiie  funds  of  the  colony,  and  should  have  kept  free 
-from  any  political  bias  whateyer.  He  was  now 
refiexring  to  the  notorious  matters  brought  before 
the  House  in  years  gone  by,  when  articles  having 
a  strong  political  tendency  were  published  in  the 
Waka  Maori,  and  circulated  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  Native  districts.  The 
Waka  Maori  ought  to  be  a  self-supporting  paper  \ 
but  as  long  as  they  obtained  funds  to  canqr  it  on, 
io  long  would  the  persons  intrusted  with  the 
management  of  it  see  no  necessity  whatever  to 
endeavour  to  make  it  self-supporting.  He  thought 
the  application  of  the  self-reliant  policy  would  be 


a  very  desirable  thing  in  this  direction.  With 
reference  to  the  Native  schools,  he  would  like  to 
see  the  amount  larger  for  that  purpose,  because 
he  was  aware  there  was  one  drawliack  in  the 
system  already  established.  The  salaries  given 
to  the  teachers  had  been  such  as  to  confine 
the  Gk>vemment  in  many  instances  to  the  selec- 
tion of  inferior  men.  In  some  instances  the 
teachers  employed  had  been  men  of  intemperate 
habits,  and  were  by  no  means  desirable  persons 
to  be  resident  amongst  Natives.  If  the  salaries 
were  larger,  many  able  men  would  take  charge  of 
the  Native  schools.  It  yras  impossible  at  this 
stage  to  speak  of  all  the  items  in  the  Native 
Department.  From  his  knowledge  of  the  Natives 
he  ooidd  say  that  they  would  be  oetter  governed, 
and  they  would  themselves  be  better  pleased, 
if  this  special  department,  kept  up  as  a  barrier 
between  them  and  the  European  population,  were 
swept  away.  The  reform  in  this  direction  might 
extend  over  one  or  two  years,  but  the  vote  should 
not  be  passed  in  its  present  shape.  Some  sub- 
stantial reduction  ougnt  to  be  maae,  and  the  Go- 
vernment called  upon  to  give  effect  to  it.  There 
was  an  increase  in  the  departmental  cost,  which 
ou^ht  to  be  decreased  rather  than  increased. 
With  that  view  he  woTild  move  'That  the  item 
be  reduced  by  £10,000.  He  hoped  the  experi- 
ment of  reduction  would  be  continued,  and  that 
the  department  would  be  done  away  with  next 
year. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  did  not  know  why  there  should 
be  Assessors  employed  in  his  district,  as  there 
was  really  nothin|;  fbr  them  to  do.  There  were 
veiy  few  Natives  m  the  district. 

Mr.  BOLLBSTON  asked  the  Premier  whe- 
ther he  would  bring  down  this  year  a  Bill  to 
continue  the  Native  Schools  Act.  He  asked  the 
question  during  two  or  three  sessions,  and  he  had 
never  been  able  to  ascertain  why  the  Act  was 
not  continued.  The  great  object  of  that  Act, 
with  which  he  bad  had  something  to  do,  was  to 
remove  the  question  of  education  above  the  tem- 
porary exigencies  which  might  arise.  He  should 
like  to  see  a  Bill  of  one  or  two  clauses  brought 
in,  to  renew  the  operation  of  the  Native  Schools 
Act.  The  estimates  were  usually  prepared  in 
accordance  vrith  that  Act. 

Mr.  BETNOLDS  said  that  that  question  had 
cropped  up  several  years,  and  the  feeling  of  the 
House  was  that  they  should  have  no  permanent 
Ac^.  The  honorable  member  might  trust  the 
Assembly  to  supply  funds,  as  no  difficulty  had 
been  experienced  in  doing  so  since  the  Act  had 
expired.  He  objected  to  tyins  up  the  appropria- 
tions by  permanent  Act.  There  was  no  cause 
to  apprehend  that  the  Native  schools  would  be 
neglected. 

Maior  ATKINSON  was  sorry  his  honorable 
friend  the  Native  Minister  was  unable,  through 
illness,  to  be  in  his  place.  He  would  make  a  few 
remarks  in  reply  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney.  The  honorable  gentleman  started  by 
telling  them  that  it  would  take  five  years,  at 
least,  to  do  any  thing  with  the  Native  Department — 
to  reduce  it  or  bring  it  within  reasonable  limits  ; 
and  yet  he  proposed  that  a  great  reduction  should 
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be  made  this  jear,  without  giving  the  Govern- 
ment  a  chance  of  doing  anything.  He  (Major 
Atkinson)  would  point  oat  that  what  his  honor-, 
able  friend  the  Native  Minister  had  attempted 
to  do,  he  had  reallv  done  very  eifeotaallv  indeed. 
It  was  all  very  well  for  honorable  gentlemen  to 
get  up  in  the  House  now,  amidst  peace  and 
perfect  safety,  and  say  that  the  Native  Deport- 
ment durins  the  last  five  years  had  been  doing 
nothing.  The  facts  were  against  any  such 
statement.  A  good  feeling  had  been  gradually 
growing  year  by  year ;  and  he  would  say,  with- 
out hesitation,  that  that  was  to  be  attributed 
to  the  labours  of  the  Native  Minister.  It  was 
also  evident,  from  what  had  fallen  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Bodney,  that  the  Native 
Minister  had  not  lost  sight  of  the  main  work  ho 
had  to  do,  which  was  to  educate  the  Maori  people 
in  the  English  language.  As  soon  as  possible  ne 
proceeded  to  establish  schools  all  over  the  island. 
A  great  deal  of  good  had  been  done  in  this  way, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney  gave  the 
Native  Minister  credit  for  it.  If  that  was  true, 
and  if  the  condition  of  the  Native  race  had  been 
very  much  improved,  it  showed  that  the  Native 
Minister  had  managed  his  department  with  veiy 
considerable  success.  That  was  a  fair  deduction, 
looking  at  it  as  a  matter  of  results.  The  honorable 
gentleman  had  told  the  House  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  it  would  be  safe  to  brine  the  Nativee 
more  within  the  laws  and  usages  umt  apply  to 
Europeans.  But  it  was  necessary  to  do  this  very 
p;radually,  and  there  would  be  very  great  danger 
m  doing  it  too  suddenly.  He  haa  no  hesitation 
in  telling  the  Committee  that  if  they  struck  off 
such  a  sum  as  £10,000  very  great  damage  was 
likely  to  follow,  and  he  spoke  with  some  Know- 
ledge upon  these  matters.  His  honorable  friend, 
the  Native  Minister,  had  given  an  earnest  of 
making  very  considerable  reduction  in  each  year. 
The  year  before  last,  the  vote  was  £40,000,  and  it 
was  reduced  to  £26,000  last  year,  and  this  year  it 
had  been  reduced  from  £25,000  to  £22,000.  The 
Native  Minister  had  told  them  he  would  endea- 
vour, during  the  recess,  to  furthelr  reduce  the  ex- 
penditure as  far  as  possible.  If  the  Committee 
should,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bodney,  strike  oiF  this  large 
sum,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  dismiss  many  Magistrates  and  Asses- 
sors, and  very  great  difficulties  would  arise. 
The  honorable  member  seemed  to  contradict 
himself  when  he  gave  that  interesting  story 
about  a  Native  Assessor ;  for,  if  it  meant  any- 
thing, it  meant  that  the  Magistrates  should 
be  maintained  because  these  Assessors  were 
unable  to  administer  justice,  yet  the  honorable 
member  desired  to  cut  down  not  only  the  Asses- 
sors but  the  Magistrates.  He  did  not  at  all  agree 
with  the  honorable  member  that  the  Committee 
should  suddenly  strike  off  so  large  a  sum,  be- 
cause it  meant  a  reduction  of  one-half  of  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  vote,  and  it  would 
be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  department  with 
Ihat  amount.  He  did  not  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  was  right  in  telling  the  House  that 
there  was  very  great  dissatis£ction  in  regard 
to  the  appointment  of  Assessors  by  the  Native 


Minister,  and  that  that  honorable  eentleman  had 
not  been  wise  in  the  selection  of  officers.  The 
House  would,  he  thought,  rather  approve  of  the 
selection  of  the  Native  Minister  than  of  the 
honorable  member's  statement.  He  thought  the 
House  would  naturally  rather  trust  to  bis  honor- 
able colleague.  He  was  quite  satbfied  that,  if  they 
suddenly  reduced  the  vote,  very  great  difficulties 
would  arise.  One  important  change  had  been 
made  in  the  estimat-es  which  appeared  to  the 
Native  Minister  to  be  desirable — and  that  was  to 
place  the  whole  salaries  upon  the  estimates,  in- 
stead of  leaving  a  laree  number  of  them  upon  the 
Civil  List.  This  haa  made  the  expense  of  the 
department  appear  to  be  increased,  whereas  it 
really  vras  reduced.  The  total  amount  available 
for  contingencies  was  set  down  last  year  at  £8,000, 
but  this  year  it  was  only  £5,000,  including  the 
Civil  List  and  the  £1,000  put  dovm  here  for  Con- 
tingencies. He  should  mention  that  £2,500  of 
the  Civil  List  was  for  pensioners.  He  hoped 
the  Committee  would  not  agree  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  vote,  but  would  leave  the  Native 
Minister  to  reduce  the  expenditure  as  far  as 
possible. 

Mr.  TAIABOA  did  not  think  there  vraa  any 
need  whatever  for  doing  away  with  the  sum 
voted  for  Native  Assessors,  and  for  officers  in  the 
position  of  Mr.  Kemp  as  Commissioners  and 
others.  Be  thought  the  Maori  Assessors  had 
done  right  in  the  Maori  districts  in  their  action 
with  the  Magistrates.  If  the  House  did  away 
with  these  Native  Assessors  they  would  see  what 
great  trouble  would  arise  through  it-,  for  the 
European  Maflstrates  would  not  be  able  to  do 
anything  in  ue  Native  districts.  The  salaries 
paid  to  the  European  Commissioners  were  far  in 
excess  of  those  paid  to  the  Native  Assessors. 
Formerly  the  revenue  of  New  Zealand  was 
decreasing,  but  now  it  was  increasing,  works  wero 
increasing,  and  population  was  increasing,  yet  it 
was  proposed  to  do  away  with  the  votes  for  the 
Natives.  He  thought  the  vote  should  be  left  as 
it  was,  because  the  Goremment  were  vrorking 
towards  reductions.  If  the  Assessors  were  done 
away  with,  perhaps  they  would  come  to  the  House 
for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  their  work  which 
they  had  undertaken  at  the  instruction  of  the 
Government.  Some  of  the  -Jissessors  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Gk>vemment  under  warrant ;  he 
Knew  some  in  the  Middle  Island.  A  great  deal 
of  money  was  derived  from  the  Natives  ;  and  if 
honorable  members  calculated  it,  they  would  see 
that  the  Natives  contributed  vert  largely  to  the 
revenue.  With  reference  to  the  schools,  he  would 
not  like  to  see  them  done  away  with,  because  they 
had  been  established  through  the  action  of  the 
House  by  the  Native  Schools  Act.  In  both 
islands,  the  Maoris  bad  agreed  that  schools 
should  be  erected  for  the  education  of  their 
children.  The  children  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  have  a  fair  chance,  and  it  was  now  proposed 
to  limit  the  sum  set  apart  for  education.  Per- 
haps next  year  it  would  be  proposed  to  do 
away  with  the  Native  schools  altogether,  and  ho 
thought  the  schools  ought  to  be  put  upon  a  per- 
manent footing.  Some  of  the  Assessors  had  been 
appointed  at  the  request  of  their  tribes.    He  did 
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sot  know  maoh  with  regard  to  the  AMMsors  of 
the  Nortli  Island,  but  that  had  been  done  in  the 
South  Iflland.  The  honorable  member  for  Rod- 
ney eaid  the  AsseBBon  were  not  approved  of  by 
the  people,  and  perhaps  he  referred  to  the  Asses- 
sors of  the  North  Island.  Last  year  he  himself 
asked  that  the  siilaries  of  the  Assessors  in  the 
Middle  Island  should  be  increased,  because  they 
drew  very  small  salaries,  some  as  small  as  £10  a 
year,  and  some  £40  or  £50.  He  did  not  think 
that  was  money  at  all.  If  the  Committee  were 
going  to  do  away  with  any,  let  them  do  away  with 
all  at  once  and  not  vote  any  money.  Bo  not  let 
them  take  away  £1  and  leave  £1.  Do  not  let 
them  take  away  one  £50  and  leare  another.  He 
would  support  these  items  of  Native  expenditure 
as  they  stood  from  beginning  to  end. 

Mr.  TAKAMOANA  now  had  something  to  Ulk 
about,  as  this  matter  referred  to  the  Natives.  He 
approved  of  what  the  Premier  said,  that  the 
Native  Minister  had  done  good  actions.  He  was 
right  in  saying  the  NativQ  Minister  had  done 
g<x)d  work.  His  own  interpretation  of  that  good 
work  was,  that  the  House  should  set  to  work  to 
appoint  new  Assessors  altogether.  With  reference 
to  the  Native  Assessors,  if  they  remained  as  they 
were  it  would  not  be  right.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Southern  Maori  District  was  rieht  in 
what  he  said  about  the  Assessors,  but  he  reTerred 
only  to  those  in  the  Middle -Island.  What  he 
had  said  about  them  would  not  apply  to  the 
Assessors  in  the  North  Island.  The  Assessors 
whom  the  Native  Minister  had  appointed  for 
this  island  had  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
wheedling  tlie  Natives  to  their  destruction.  If 
the  House  were  to  appoint  new  Assessors  in  their 
place  it  would  be  better,  so  that  the  people  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  selecting  wise  men  to  con- 
duet  their  affitirs.  With  reference  to  the  Assessors 
that  were  now  in  oiBce,  the  honorable  member  for 
Rodney  was  right  in  saying  that  the  Natives  did 
not  know  them.  There  were  no  Assessors  in  his 
district  appointed  by  the  Native  Minister.  He 
was  the  Assessor  there,  and  it  was  through  his  in- 
fluence that  things  had  been  kept  qbiet.  He  did 
not  know  who  the  Assessors  were  in  the  district 
between  Wairarapa  and  Turanea.  He  was  the 
only  Assessor  he  was  aware  of  who  had  dealt  with 
troubles  that  had  arisen  in  that  district.  If 
any  Assessors  were  to  be  kept  in  this  island  let 
none  be  left  on  the  East  Coast,  but  let  all  the 
Assessors  in  that  district  be  done  away  with. 
If  it  were  left  to  the  Assembly  to  decide 
and  to  approve  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
people  as  to  the  Assessors  they  would  like  ap- 
pointed, he  would  agree  to  that.  It  was  through 
the  action  of  the  Native  Minister's  land-purchas- 
ing matters  that  trouble  had  begun  to  arise  in 
this  island.  It  was  he  (Mr.  Takamoana)  who 
prevented  fighting  after  the  affair  of  Bawiri 
Waiana  ;  the  Assessors  did  not  act  in  that  way. 
It  would  be  right  for  the  House  to  appoint  the 
Assessors.  It  would  then  be  seen  that  the  people 
would  not  select  Assessors  who  had  been  appointed 
by  the  Native  Minister  ;  they  would  appoint 
others  in  their  place.  Then  matters  would  be 
done  in  the  House  as  if  there  was  only  one  race. 
Although  the  Minister  might  say  that  matters 
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were  going  on  well  now,  he  (Mr.  Takamoana)  said 
N ) ;  ererything  was  going  on  wrong.  He  had 
received  many  letters  from  different  tribes  on  this 
island  against  tlie  Native  Minister.  It  would 
take  him  perhaps  a  whole  day  to  discuss  that 
matter  in  the  House,  and  to  produce  all  the 
letters  which  had  been  written  to  him  against 
the  Native  Minister.  The  only  two  members  on 
the  eastern  and  western  sides  of  the  island  were 
himself  and  Hoani  Nahe,  and  they  were  the  only 
ones  who  had  received  a  great  number  of  letters 
against  the  Native  Minister.  They  had  not  shown 
to  members  of  that  House  numerous  letters  they 
had  received  agatnst  the  Native  Minister.  There- 
fore he  said  to  the  Committee,  "  Do  not  listen  to 
what  the  Minister  of  tho  Gt)vemment  has  been 
telling  you,  but  listen  to  me,  as  I  live  among  the 
Maoris."  Let  a  new  system  be  instituted  bv  the 
House  with  reference  to  these  Assessors,  ana  slso 
to  the  sphools.  It  was  three  years  since  he  com- 
menced to  establish  a  school.  The  fault  of  the 
Native  schools  rested  with  the  Government. 
Perhaps  schools  in  other  parts  of  the  island  were 
carried  on  properly  under  the  Government.  He 
had  not  seen  any  contributions  from  the  Gt)vem- 
inent  to  his  school  yet.  It  was  his  money  that 
was  paid  up  to  tlie  time  that  the  teachers  left  the 
school.  The  House  should  start  a  new  system 
altogether  about  these  schools.  GThere  were  two 
schools  at  Napier  that  were  not  right.  The 
Goremment  did  not  assist  him  in  his  contributions 
towards  the  school.  He  had  often  asked  them  to  as- 
sist him,  but  they  had  only  given  money  in  name. 
Tiie  Maori  children  who  were  living  in  European 
schools  hod  been  dealt  with  very  badly  there. 
He  took  two  children  away  from  death,  that  were 
atteitding  a  school  in  Wellington.  One  belonged 
to  the  Arawas,  and  one  to  the  Ngatiporou.  It 
was  only  when  they  were  nearly  dead  that  the 
Government  were  returning  them  to  their  homes. 
He  said  they  might  as  well  leave  them  alon»; 
they  were  just  as  good  as  burying  them,  putting 
them  on  board  a  vessel  in  the  state  they  were  in. 
It  was  through  his  getting  a  doctor  in  Welling- 
ton for  the  Ngatiporou  boy  that  he  was  saved. 
Therefore  he  said  that  the  House  should  insti- 
tute some  new  course  in  reference  to  these  schools, 
so  that  proper  people  should  be  appointed  who 
would  not  be  in  the  same  position  as  the  present 
persons,  who  were  only  acting  as  a  decoy  on  behalf 
of  the  Government.  Let  the  assessors  be  appointed 
under  their  own  rights  and  not  under  the  rights 
of  the  Ghovemmentat  all.  He  was  not  advocating 
doing  away  with  these ;  but  what  he  objected  to 
was  leaving  them  under  the  present  system.  He 
was  very  dark  on  account  of  this  work,  although 
they  might  look  upon  him  in  a  wrong  light.  He 
said  last  year  that  perhaps  all  the  members  of  the 
House  were  not  chiefs.  It  was  on  account  of 
those  who  were  ignorantly  pressing  themselves 
against  the  Maoris  whenever  they  rose  to  speak. 
He  heard  the  chiefs  in  the  House  expressing  them- 
selves in  favour  of  the  Maoris,  but  the  ignorant 
ones  used  to  say  "No."  Therefore  he  said  in 
some  things  he.  would  not  be  afraid  of  them  at 
all.  Some  of  the  laws  which  they  passed  he  did 
know  abouti — perhaps  he  might  bo  ignorant, 
and  perhaps  he  might  not.    There  was  a  disturb- 
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snoe  ftt  pvMani  in  his  own  place,  and  ha  laid 
Uiat  the  lands  about  whioh  the  diipttta  arose 
would  not  be  returned — nerer.  It  would  onlj 
be  hj  force  of  arms  that  this  land  would  be 
put  m  a  proi>er  position.  He  was  not  afraid 
of  their  intimidations  or  those  of  the  Govern- 
ment  now.  It  was  w^  that  he  should  suffer. 
It  would  onlj  be  through  the  destruction  of  those 
people  that  the  land  would  pa^i  from  t  lie  in  ; 
becaiisr  it  was  oiring  to  tlie  wrong  beginning  at 
the  Native  I^ud  Court  that  the  diflicultj 
occurred.  He  was  waiting  tu  hear  lomelhing  ' 
about  it  in  the  House.  Tlie  matter  he  referred  to 
was  the  dispute  at  Omarunui.  It  was  because  he 
had  heard  nothing  from  the  House  about  it  that 
he  referred  to  it  now ;  for  he  heard  that  things 
were  being  kept  quiet  here,  that  erexything  was 
right  here,  and  that  the  Gt>yemment  officers  were 
i^imidating  people  at  Kapier.  Therefore  it  was 
he  let  them  know  he  was  not  going  to  be  intimi- 
dated into  giving  that  place  up.  it  would  onlj 
be  by  the  death  of  the  people  that  it  would  be 
^▼en  up.  Bj  the  people  he  meant  the  Maoris, 
including  himself.  He  did  not  know  what  course 
would  be  taken  with  regard  to  the  action  in  the 
Supreme  Court  in  lefimnce  to  that  land.  He 
was  not  the  one  who  asked  that  an  investigation 
should  take  place.  He  said  to  Sutton  that  he 
would  have  to  kill  the  people  before  the  land  was 
taken.  He  told  him  that  first.  He  referred  to 
this  now,  because  he  had  been  told  about  it  by 
Europeans.  He  asked  the  House  not  to  fomt 
this  thing.  If  it  was  their  wish  to  destroy  Uie 
people,  veiy  well|  let  them  be  destroyed.  Bo 
not  let  it  be  left  until  the  matter  ^nw  worse,  and 
then  take  action  against  the  liaoris.  He  did  not 
think  that  grievanoe  was  confined  to  that  particu- 
lar place.  Buoh  things  existed  all  over  the  island. 
If  it  was  determined  to  send  these  people  off,  he 
would  ask  that  no  action  should  be  taken  until  he 
opuld  fo  to  England  and  make  inquiries  himself 
about  it.  It  was  through  that  fighting  at  Nanier 
that  he  said  he  would  go  to  England.  If  the  law 
under  which  action  was  taken  came  from  England, 
he  would  agree  to  giro  it  up.  They  shouM  not 
think  he  was  saying  what  was  incorrect.  As  soon 
as  this  session  was  overi  he  would  sugi^st  to  all 
the  tribes  that  he  should  be  rent  toEngland. 
If  they  did  not  agree  to  send  him  there,  then  he 
would  come  back  to  that  House  again ;  but  if  they 
did  send  him  Home,  he  would  not  come  back  here 
again,  because  he  was  so  dark  on  account  of  the 
numerous  bad  things  that  had  been  done  in  that 
House.  At  other  times  he  had  other  gods  and 
other  customs;  but  the  Europeans  came  and 
brought  their  religion,  and  under  that  religion  he 
saw  that  they  were  trying  to  pltmder  that  island. 
He  did  not  tnink  that  things  were  being  done  in 
accordance  with  the  law  of  that  Qod  whom  the 
Europeans  worshipped.  He  would  go  to  England 
hims^f,  and  see  nthe  roots  of  those  laws  were 
there  which  the  Europeans  were  making  here. 
He  again  said  that  some  firesh  system  should  be 
adopted.  Do  not  let  matters  be  oontinued  ac- 
coroing  to  the  Native  Minister's  oourM  of  action. 
If  things  had  to  be  commenced  afresh,  then  he 
would  say  that  matters  would  not  be  evil.  If 
Ministers  said  that  things  were  to  be  left  as 


they  were,  he  and  the  Maoris  thought  eveirtliing 
would  go  wronc.  Numerous  petitions  had  been 
sent  in  acainst  the  Native  Minister,  and  some  of 
them  had  been  presented  and  laid  on  tha  table  of 
the  House.  With  reference  to  Native  Awimon 
and  their  appointment,  some  of  the  A  ttmuwnm 
in  the  Wairarapa  district  had  been  intunidated 
on  account  of  their  wanting  to  hold  on  to  the 
land.  AUo  OJi  account  of  ibeir  objecting  to 
the  sale  ot  the  Wairarapa  Lake,  Assessors  wei-e 
told  the  J  were  goin^  to  be  dispcuscd  with  if  they 
luaiutained  their  objection.  There  were  m*iiy  of 
them  who  had  been  dealt  with  in  th^t  way. 
Therefore  he  thought  new  Assessors  should  be 
appointed  in  their  pUoe.  That  was  all  ha  bad 
to  say. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  was  satisfied  the  speech 
just  made  bjr  the  honorable  member  lor  the 
Eastern  Maori  District  would  convince  the  House 
— if  it  convinced  them  of  nothing  else — ^thai  they 
ought  not  to  be  in  a  hurcy  in  respect  to  this  Na- 
tive vote.  He  thonoht  that  it  would  convince 
the  House  also  that  there  was  room  for  rtnrj  eon- 
siderable  reform  in  '  the  Native  Department. 
Although  he  had  listened  with  great  internet  to 
what  had  iallen  from  the  honorable  membor  for 
Bodney,  he  thought  that  the  question  o£  cutting 
down  this  mon^  vote  was  not  dealt  with  alto- 
oether  very  £airly  by  him.  That  honormUo  mem- 
bet  did  not  say  whether  he  olgeoted  to  this  vote 
as  an  unneoessary  expenditure  of  public  mon^yi 
or  whether  the  money  was  being  spent  mis- 
chievously and  in  a  wrong  directum.  If  it  was 
the  firstr— if  it  was  a  question  of  economy — ^be 
would  say  that  was  about  the  last  thing  th^ 
ought  to  consider,  in  respect  of  a  population  con- 
tributing so  largelv  as  the  Native  population  were 
oontributinp  to  the  public  chest.  All  that  was 
under  consideration  was  a  vote  of  £20,000 ;  and 
they  ought  not  to  consider  it  for  a  moment,  if 
tliere  was  any  benefit  to  be  derived  from  it.  The 
honorable  ^ntleman  did  not  argue  against  tbii 
vote  as  .being  a  mischievous  vote  at  all.  He 
thought,  if  the  honorable  member  bad  gonelably 
through  the  it^ms,  he  would  have  seen  that  »  veiy 
large  proportion  of  the  vot^s  put  down  to  the 
Native  Department  were  really  salaries  of  oiBoers, 
who  would  have  to  be  maintained  whether  there 
was  a  Native  population  or  not — sums  which,  if 
not  voted  under  this  department,  would  have  to 
be  borne  by  the  Judicial  Department.  With  re- 
gard to  Native  Assessors,  he  thought  that  what 
had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Eastern  Maori  District  was  deserving  of  great 
consideration.  At  any  rate,  whether  or  not  what 
he  had  said  was  borne  out  by  fact,  and  whether 
or  not  there  was  a  qrstem  of  favouritism  with  re- 
gard to  those  Natives  who  had  shown  a  dispo- 
sition to  oart  with  their  lands  to  the  Government, 
he  thougnt  it  would  be  well  to  do  away  with  the 
possibility  of  such  imputations  resting  on  the  de- 
partment. Nothinff  was  dearer  than  that  chieftain- 
ship was  goneraUT  recogniied  among  the  Na- 
tives I  and  the  Natives  might  well  be  trusted  with 
an  elective  voice  in  the  appointment  of  thois 
Assessors.  The  appointmenti  of  course,  muit 
come  from  the  Crown,  but  he  thought  the  election 
should  vest  with  the  Natives  in  the  district.    He 
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would  lOw  to  Mj  one  thing  with  nprd  to  what 
Ua  from  the  hononble  memher  for  fiodne^.  He 
would  not  for  o  moment  •oeoie  the  honorahle 
member  of  doing  what  was  yerjr  common  with 
nepeet  to  the  Natife  Department— namely,  ueing 
eant  phraeee.  If  there  wae  one  oant  phraie  need 
more  than  another  with  regard  to  the  Natire 
Department  it  wae,  "  Let  there  be  one  law  for  the 
KatiTee  and  Baropeani — ^let  them  be  one  people." 
He  wae  onoe  talking  to  a  Terj  prominent  chief 
in  the  North,  who  mid,  "You  talk  of  one  law 
and  one  people.  Yoor  men  ocoeeionallT  marry  our 
women ;  hot  do  yon  tell  me  that  if  I  came  and 
aeked  tou  for  yonr  daughter,  yon  would  let  me 
many  her  P  It  u  all  nonMnie  to  talk  aboat  our 
being  one  people/'  He  took  it  that  intermar- 
nage  between  the  two  races  was  the  only  thing 
that  would  make  the  two  races  one.  With 
regard  to  Kative  schools,  following  up  what  he 
hM  said  just  now,  he  mnet  say  he  thought  it 
was  a  great  pity  that  the  Natire  SchooU  Act  had 
not  been  continued  in  force.  The  laot  was,  they 
had  eetablished  recently  an  entirely  personu 
fOTemment,  instead  of  what  men  Uke  Judge 
Richmond  and  Mr.  FitiGerald  had  insieted  upon 
in  the  interests  of  the  Sf  aoris — that  was,  a  reign 
of  law.  This  personal  goremment  had  over- 
thadowcd  what  he  beltCTM  might  haye  been  the 
brightest  feature  in  Native  management — ^namely, 
tho  Native  Schools  Act.  That  £ot  provided  Tcry 
■imple  machinery  for  payment  by  resulte  and 
upon  inspection.  Now  they  had  got  no  inspec- 
tion of  the  schools.  What  they  wanted  was  good 
offloert,  independent  of  the  Native  Minister  and 
independent  of  localitiee,  really  reporting  what 
thoee  schools  were  doing.  With  some  little  ex- 
perience of  the  schools,  and  as  one  who  wae  really 
the  first  Inspector  of  Schools  under  the  present 
Natire  Schools  Aot»  and  judging  from  the  way  in 
which  the  salariee  were  put  down,  he  could 
lae  Tcry  little  possibility  of  the  si^ools  being 
really  worked  efficiently.  The  salaries  put  down 
were  perfectly  ludicrous.  At  any  rate,  at  pre- 
sent, tney  hsa  no  information  of  a  satiifMt^ 
eharaoter  with  r^gsrd  to  the  Natire  schools.  He 
hoped  the  Premier  would  promise  on  the  put  of 
tho  Oovemment  that  they  would  bring  in  either 
the  old  Native  Schools  Act  or  some  modification 
oi  it|  which  could  be  so  satisfactoiiW  worked 
under  inspection  as  to  convince  the  House  that 
the  work  of  NatiTc  education  was  rsally  progress- 
ing. He  hoped  the  House  would  not  procMd  to 
deal  with  this  Native  question  on  uie  under- 
stending  that  it  would  be  possible  to  make  the 
Natives  and  ourselves  one  people,  because  he  was 
satisfied  they  would  fail  in  that  attempt.  What 
they  should  attempt  was,  to  bring  about  a  state 
oi  things  in  which  the  two  races  would  work 
harmoniously,  without  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  either  to  overreach  the  other.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  deny  that  the  way  in  which  things  had 
worked  in  the  past  was  that  when  the  Buropeans 
wanted  to  get  an  advantage  from  the  Natiyes  in 
the  way  of  getting  land  mm  them,  they  said  to 
them,  "We  will  Iwye  only  one  law,  and  will  deal 
with  you  as  if  you  were  Europeans,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  we  do  not  speak  the  same 
toofua^i  follow  tl^  samf  habit«|  or  «in  in  an^ 


sense  one  people."  On  the  other  hand,  when  the 
Natiyee  had  asked  for  some  specisl  advantages 
from  the  Europeans,  the  latter  said,  "These 
things  will  not  be  good  for  you ;  yon  are  only 
children  as  compared  with  ourselres."  Neither 
position  was  right.  They  were  not  one  people 
with  us,  and  they  were  by  no  means  pore  chil- 
dren, as  could  be  easily  seen  in  a  large  proportion 
of  their  dealings  with  us.  He  hoped  the  lionor- 
able  member  for  Rodney  would  withdraw  his 
proposed  reduction.  He  agreed  with  that  honor- 
able gentleman  that  there  was  a  great  necessity 
for  a  thorough  reform  in  the  Native  Department 
in  the  selection  of  Atsossors,  and  in  the  inspeotton 
of  Native  schools.  And,  aboye  all,  he  held  that 
the  whole  question  of  dealing  with  the  Natiye 
land  pressed  for  reform.  We  had  of  late  been 
dealing  with  the  question  of  Natiye  lands  in  a 
very  wrong  way.  In  1865  prtyileges  were  mnted 
to  the  Natives,  which  since  then  we  haa  been 
trjring  to  t4ke  back  again.  There  should  be  no 
going  back  in  a  question  ai  that  kind.  We  should 
not  say  to  them,  "  We  are  going  to  give  you  the 
privileges  of  European  citisensr  and  then  say 
again,  *'  We  must  now  resume  the  State's  right 
of  pre-emption  over  Native  lands."  He  held  that 
the  system  whidi  ought  to  be  adopted  was  one 
of  ftee  trade.  At  the  same  time,  there  would 
have  to  be  done  that  which  ought  to  have  been 
done  years  ago — namely,  the  reservation  of  tracts 
of  country  which  could  not  be  alienated,  and 
within  which  purchases  should  not  be  allowed. 
If  that  were  not  done,  we  should  have  amongst 
us  a  pauper  race.  He  would  gladly  see  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  Native  province,  where 
the  Nalives  might  be  seen  growing  up  gradoallr, 
doing  away  irith  their  communism,  and  xisinf^  in 
the  scale  of  civilisation,  without  being  deprived 
of  their  freedom  in  the  vmy  they  were  now  by 
being  compelled  to  live  in  our  towns,  and  leam 
the  worst  form  of  European  civilisation.  He 
would  like  to  see  the  nonorshle  member  for 
Rodney,  and  other  honorable  members  who  had 
a  knowledge  of  Native  matters,  if  there  was  to  be 
a  change  in  the  r4sfm0,  take  this  matter  up  i 
but  he  would  not  like  to  see  any  man  who  had 
the  direction  of  these  affiurs  in  the  future 
crippled  for  the  sake  of  saving  a  paltij  enm  of 
£10,000. 

Mr.  JOYCE  said  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Esstem  Maori  District  spoke  of  a  specifb 
land  transaction.  He  (Mr.  Joyce)  was  not  aware, 
and  did  not  know  wheUier  other  honorable  mem- 
bers were  aware,  of  the  particulars  of  that  trans- 
action ;  but  he  was  very  much  impressed  with 
the  manner  in  whidn  the  honorable  member 
spoke.  The  honovable  member  qkoke  of  it  as  a 
transaction  which  caused  a  laige  amount  of  irrita- 
tion in*  the  Native  mind — an  irritation  which, 
from  the  tone  of  the  honorable  member's  remarks 
led  him  to  believe  that  at  any  moment  the  Natiyee 
might  be  led  into  open  resistance.  He  would 
say  to  that  honorable  gentleman.  Are  you  quite 
sure  the  Parliament  understood  the  nature  of 
that  transaction  ?  Are  you  quite  sure  it  is  doing 
you  a  wilful  injustice  before  you  permit,  eo  for 
as  your  influence  goes,  this  irritation  to  spread  P 
Be  TCfy  careful  that  you  make  FferliMoait  awvo 
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of  the  partioulan  of  that  transaction  ;  and  until 
you  have  exhausted  all  means  of  redress  you 
should  not  think  that  there  exists  a  spirit  of  in- 
justice or  a  desire  to  do  wrong  to  the  iHative  race. 

Mr.  SWANSON  thought  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  ihe  Eastern  Maori  District  waa  very  par- 
ticular in  saying  that  he  was  going  to  take  that 
course.  Failing  redress  in  the  colony,  he  was 
going  to  appeal  to  the  Queen ;  and  if  Her  decision 
was  given  against  him,  then  he  would  abide  by  it. 
In  the  meantime,  he  would  liold  possession  of 
the  land,  of  which  he  thought  he  was  being 
wrongfully  deprived. 

•«ir  R.  DOUGLAS  said  there  were  two  Native 
Assessors  in  his  district,  and  he  knew  veiy  well 
that  both  of  them  had  done  a  great  deal  of  very 
good  service.  Without  their  assistance,  there 
might  have  been  trouble  on  more  than  one 
occasion.  Lately,  some  Europeans  took  a  cutter 
and  went  to  a  small  Native  settlement,  and  took 
away  a  large  quantity  of  fruit  belonging  to  the 
Natives.  The  Natives  were  quite  strong  enough 
to  treat  these  people  as  they  pleased ;  and  vio- 
lence might  have  oeen  the  result  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  action  of  the  Native  Assessors,  who 
persuaded  the  people  to  appeal  to  the  law.  If 
in  that  one  instance  mischief  was  prevented  by  the 
expenditure  of  £20  a  year,  the  Assessor  should 
certainly  be  kept  on.  The  other  Assessor  had 
also  saved  much  trouble  in  the  district,  and  he 
would  be  very  sony  to  have  either  of  them  cut 
oft.  He  did  not  see  votes  on  the  estimates  for 
their  salaries,  but  he  supposed  they  would  be 
provided  for.  As  to  what  the  honorable  member 
s>r  the  Eastern  Maori  District  said,  he  agreed  with 
that  honorable  member  up  to  a  certain  point. 
Every  subject  had  a  right  to  appeal  to  Her 
Majesty;  but  no  member  of  the  House,  be  he 
Maori  or  be  he  European,  had  any  right  to 
threaten  to  bring  war  upon  the  country.  There- 
fore, far  from  cutting  down  these  estimates,  he 
thought  they  should  be  added  to.  The  tone  of 
the  honorable  member's  remarks  would  lead  to 
the  belief  that,  if  Parliament  abided  by  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court,  war  would  be  the 
result.  ^  He  for  one  would  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  carrying  out  the  law,  whatever  might 
be  the  result. 

Mr.  BEES  said  there  were  over  150  Assessors 
provided  for  in  these  estimates.  If  the  rumours 
were  to  be  believed  which  came  from  Napier,  and 
especially  from  the  outskirts  of  the  Waikato,  the 
pay  of  these  Assessors  was  money  which  was  to  go 
to  the  worst  characters  among  the  Maoris,  and 
would  have  no  good  effect,  except  so  far  as  the 
paying  of  these  men  might  help  to  keep  peace. 
The  worst  characters  were  pitched  upon  as  Asses- 
■ors,  and  they  were  paid  money  which  would  be 
stopped  from  them  if  outbreaks  occurred.  That 
was  the  way  in  which  peace  was  preserved ;  and  it 
was  carried  to  such  an  extent  that  the  peaceable 
Natives  were  disgusted.  In  relation  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern 
Maori  District,  it  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety 
that  the  Omaranui  land  was  held  by  Natives  in 
arms ;  that  the  SheriiT  went  up  there  with  con- 
stables, and  found  that  he  could  not  take  posses- 
ion of  the  limd  without  a  fight,  because  the 


Natives  were  ready  to  carry  out  their  threats,  be- 
lieving themselves  to  be  ill-used.  The  Qovem- 
ment  did  not  know  what  to  do  in  the  matter, 
whether  to  carry  out  the  law  or  not — whether  to 
carry  out  the  order  of  the  Court  or  leave  it  to 
chance,  which  was  generally  the  guiding  principle 
of  the  Gt>vemment.  It  was  well  known  all  over 
the  colony  that  the  Natives  in  Napier  had  been 
entrapped  into  all  species  of  bargains  in  relation 
to  their  lauds ;  that  they  had  signed  deeds  for 
parting  with  their  lands,  the  nature  of  which  they 
did  not  understand,  when  they  were  in  a  state  in 
which  they  were  not  masters  of  their  own  actions, 
and  under  circumstances  in  which,  if  they  had 
been  Europeans,  and  had  brought  their  cases 
before  a  Court  of  Equity,  those  deeds  would  at 
once  have  been  set  aside.  There  were  cases  in 
which  large  blocks  of  land  worth  £1  an  acre  were 
bought  by  a  member  of  the  House,  who  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Ministry,  for  2s.  or  ds.  an  acre, 
paid  in  bills  running  over  several  years.  When 
the  Natives  knew  these  things,  it  was  not  likely 
they  would  be  satisfied.  In  the  same  way,  in 
relation  to  some  of  these  matters,  the  Gh>vemor 
had  power  to  make  regulations  for  the  manage- 
ment of  these  things,  and  to  see  that  the  deeds 
were  justly  carried  out;  but  the  Ghovernor  had 
not  exercised  his  power.  The  Native  Minister, 
and  two  or  three  other  gentlemen  in  Napier  con- 
nected with  him,  had  exercised  all  power  in  rela- 
tion to  these  matters,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  no  one  except  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
land  purchases  could  set  anything,  while  the 
Natives  were  put  to  hundreds  of  pounds'  worth  of 
expense,  and  could  not  get  their  purchases  com- 
pleted. He  had  put  a  motion  before  the  House 
some  time  ago,  asking  the  Government  whether 
they  would  not  appoint  some  one  to  complete  a 
purchase  instead  of  Mr.  Turton,  whose  merits  it 
was  found  entitled  him  to  be  promoted  to  another 
place.  It  was  singular  this  should  have  occurred 
at  the  time  when  that  gentleman  was  ordered 
to  complete  the  transaction.  He  believed  that, 
when  the  history  of  the  colony  was  written,  a 
state  of  things  would  be  revealed  which  would  be 
a  disgrace  to  the  House,  to  the  colony,  and  to 
the  ^ministrators  of  the  law.  He  did  not 
sympathize  with  the  Maoris  when  they  threat- 
ened to  resist  the  law ;  but  he  felt  that  a  time 
would  come  when  they  would  resist.  Selden, 
the  greatest  lawyer  England  ever  produced,  was 
asked  where  it  could  be  found  in  the  English  law 
that  Englishmen  could  resist  tyranny,  and  he 
said  it  could  be  found  in  the  custom  oi  England, 
and  *'  the  custom  of  England,"  said  he,  ''is  the  law 
of  the  land."  If  the  Maoris  were  to  be  tyrannised 
over,  and  the  hand  of  force  and  cheating  and 
oppression  was  to  be  extended  before  and  upon 
them,  they  would  resist.  If  they  resisted  wrong- 
fully, no  doubt  the  law  would  be  able  to  put  them 
down ;  but  if  they  were  right  in  their  resistance, 
then  the  guilt  would  fall  on  the  heads  of  those 
who  were  guilty.  What  had  they  heard  from  the 
despatches  which  had  been  read  in  the  House  ? 
They  bad  heard  that  the  Native  Minister  himself 
offered  to  make  the  Eing  country  a  separate  pro- 
vince. He  offered,  as  a  bribe,  to  place  the  Maoris 
in  the  Xing  country  on  »  superior  footing  to  the 
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white  people  in  the  Proyince  of  Auckland.  It 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Natives  in  Napier, 
when  thej  found  themBelyes  losing  all  their  land 
— the  reserves  which  were  made  for  them  and 
their  children — reserves  of  the  finest  portions  of 
the  country — when  they  found  thousands  of  acres 
slipping  out  of  their  grasp,  it  was  not  surprising 
that  they  should  resist.  One  of  those  Natives 
was,  he  believed,  lately  threatened  that  if  he  did 
not  sell  his  land  he  would  be  put  in  prison  ;  and 
this  threat  was  made  by  persons  who  had  got 
▼erdiota  against  him.  He  repeated  that  when 
the  Natives  were  in  that  position,  and  when  no 
notice  was  taken  of  their  complaints  by  the 
House,  he  was  not  surprised  that  they  should 
say,  "  If  we  cannot  do  anything  else,  we  can  die 
in  defence  of  our  property."  He  believed  that 
the  Native  Department  had  been  the  curse  of  the 
country.  It  had  been  over  and  over  again  said 
that  Sir  Donald  McLean  only  came  actually  into 
power  over  the  Natives  when  they  had  been  de- 
feated by  a  previous  Ministry.  Some  of  the 
Natives  were  taken  to  the  Ohatham  Islands,  and 
he  believed  they  sent  messages  to  the  Govern- 
ment stating  that  their  time  was  up  there ;  and 
it  was  only  when  they  found  that  the  Gbi^m- 
ment  would  not  pay  any  attention  to  them  t^at 
they  came  from  the  Chatham  Islands  to  New 
Zealand.  But,  as  he  understood,  orders  were 
immediately  given  to  pursue  them,  and  he  be- 
Hered  that  was  the  commencement  of  Te  Kooti's 
war. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbrs. — Sir  Donald  McLean  was 
not  Native  Minister  then. 

Mr.  REES  believed  that  Sir  Donald  McLean 
was  Native  Minister  during  a  great  portion  of  the 
time.  The  same  course  had  been  pursued  ever 
since.  When  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  Sir  George  Grey,  ceased  to  be  Gk)vemor 
of  the  colony,  he  left  everything  in  peace  and 
quietness ;  but  he  did  not  see  how  they  could  be 
surprised  that,  instead  of  having  the  Maoris 
friendly  with  them,  and  mingling  with  them  in 
the  same  religion,  they  should  find  them  inclined 
to  resist  the  tyranny  and  oppression  to  which 
they  were  being  subjected.  Could  they  be  as- 
tonished at  this  treatment  of  the  Maoris  when 
they  saw  the  Ministry  actually  driving  Europeans 
into  the  same  position  ?  It  seemed  to  him  that 
those  members  who  supported  the  oppression  of 
the  Natives  ^ould  do  the  same  with  regard  to 
the  Europeans  ;  but  time  would  show  who  would 
come  out  right.  He  trusted  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Bodney  would  not  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, but  that  he  would  reduce  the  amount  he 
had  named  to  some  extent.  He  was  quite  certain 
the  honorable  member  had  not  the  slightest  wish 
to  see  any  of  the  schools  done  away  with,  though 
he  might  wish  to  see  economy  practised.  He 
observed  that  the  amount  of  money  set  apart 
for  the  purchase  of  food  and  clothing  for  indi- 
gent Natives,  rewards  and  presents  to  Native 
chiefs,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  which  was  last  year  £8,000,  was 
this  year  reduced  to  £1,000.  He  supposed  that 
the  Hon.  the  Native  Minister,  being  about  to 
retire,  thought  that,  though  he  had  required 
£8,000  a  year,  £1,000  a  year  would  be  enough 


for  the  man  who  was  to  take  his  place.  He 
remarked  that  there  were  154  Native  Assessors 
provided  for ;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  154 
Native  Assessors  ever  sat  in  New  Zealand.  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  Government  knew  the 
names  of  those  154  persons,  where  they  sat,  or 
what  they  did.  He  aid  not  see  why  there  should 
be  any  Assessors  required  in  the  King  country. 
He  had  heard  that  the  friends  of  the  so-called 
Native  King — well-known  Kingites — could  come 
into  town  from  the  Waikato,  and  buy  goods 
from  the  stores,  paying  for  them  with  orders 
on  the  Native  Department,  which  orders  were 
always  paid.  He  hoped  his  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Rodney  would  reduce  the  amount 
named  in  his  amendment  from  £10,000  to 
£5,000,  and  that  he  would  press  for  the  reduc- 
tion :  and  then  the  Government  might  five  some 
explanation  as  to  how  the  money  that  had  been 
voted  for  the  Native  Department  had  been  spent. 
They  saw  the  Native  Minister  creeping  up  to 
the  feet  of  the  so-called  Maori  King,  and  asking 
that  the  Governor  might  be  allowed  an  interview 
with  him.  The  Natives  had  been  plundered 
of  their  lands  to  such  an  extent  that,  as  had  been 
stated  that  night  by  Karaitiana,  they  became 
so  incensed  that  they  thought  of  sending  an 
embassy  to  the  Queen  to  protest  against  it.  He 
again '  hoped  that  the  honorable  member  for 
!£)dney  would  not  withdraw  his  motion,  but  that 
he  would  reduce  the  amount  he  had  at  first  fixed 
upon  to  £5,000. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  it  necessary  to 
make  one  remark  in  regard  to  what  had  been 
said  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern 
Maori  District.  He  presumed  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  referred  only  to  his  own  district, 
when  he  said  that  the  Assessors  were  slaves,  or 
next  door  to  it,  as  they  represented  nothing,  and 
had  been  appointed  for  some  purpose  other  than 
the  good  government  of  the  Natives.  He  had 
to  inform  the  House  that  considerably  more  than 
one-half  of  the  Assessors  were  appointed  while 
Sir  George  Grey  was  Governor  of  the  colony,  and 
that  about  three-fourths  of  them  were  appointed 
before  Sir  Donald  McLean  took  office  as  Native 
Minister.  Of  the  twenty  Assessors  in  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  district,  ten,  who  were  leading 
chiefs,  were  appointed  during  the  time  Sir  George 
Chrey  was  Qt)vemor  •  thirteen  out  of  the  twenty 
were  appointed  before  Sir  Donald  McLean  took 
office ;  and  seven  had  been  appointed  since.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a  list  stating  the  names  of  all 
the  Native  Assessors,  and  any  honorable  gentle- 
man who  wished  to  do  so  might  examine  it.  He 
would  state  that  the  representations  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  were  not  at  all  according  to  fact. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  felt  bound  to  make  a  few 
remarks  in  answer  to  the  chai^ees  which  were 
continually  made  against  the  Native  Minister. 
He  knew  of  no  course  more  calculated  to  create 
difficulty  in  this  island  than  the  making  of  state- 
ments such  as  those  contained  in  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East. 
He  had  made  accusations  against  the  Native 
Minister  in  the  hearing  of  the  Maori  members, 
and  those  accusations  would  go  forth  to  the 
I  oountry.    No  one  replied  to  them,  and  the  result 
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would  be  that  the  Hati?«t  would  beUereibftt  in  the 
Pariuuiieni  of  New  Zeaknd  •ooiuations  had  been 
nude,  and  thote  aooniationB  would  be  regarded 
at  true.  He  did  not  lor  one  moment  lay  that 
thoee  aocotations  were  not  tme ;  but  if  they  were 
ferae  ther  eould  be  brought  home.  They,  should 
let  the  NattTet  lee  that  they  did  not  oome  here  to 
talk  only,  to  abnee  a  man,  and  to  aoouie  him  of 
all  eorte  of  riUany — ^he  did  not  know  any  other 
word  that  would  apply  to  euoh  ehargee.  They 
■honld  bring  home  one  of  theeeohai^gee,  and  let  the 
Parliament  lee  that  it  was  oorreotly  made  and 
brought  home;  and  the  Home  would  then,  he 
felt  rare,  mete  out  raoh  pnniihment  as  ehould  be 
meted  out  to  those  who  were  guilty  of  suoh  gross 
nrsotioes  as  were  alleged  against  the  Nattre 
Minister.  But  the  ohargts  should  first  be  brought 
home. 

Mr.  SWAN80K  would  giTe  the  honorable 
gentleman  a  fair  opportunity  of  bringing  two 
oharges  home,  not  against  the  Natiye  Mmister 
p«ihape,  but  against  the  Native  OfBoe.  Some 
time  ago,  there  was  some  land-purehasing  going 
on  in  the  ProTince  of  Auckland,  and  it  was 
thought  that  some  nioe  little  piMes  were  being 
set  aside  for  friends  of  the  omoers.  It  might 
have  been  wrong  to  think  so,  but  the  ProvincisI 
Council  deoided  to  inquire  into  ti^e  matter.  The 
Committee  appointed  sent  for  Major  Ghreen,  and 
what  did  he  do  P  When  he  was  called  in  to  give 
evidence,  he  produced  a  telegram  to  this  effect : 
"Do  not  give  those  fellows  any  information." 
They  threatened  to  send  him  to  no],  and  he 
answered,  "You  can  send  me  to  tgw.  if  you  like 
— these  are  my  instructions."  That,  certainly, 
looked  like  intmerence,  he  tboueht.  Then  there 
was  another  matter  which  oame  before  the  PnbUo 
Petitions  Committee  during  the  previous  week. 
Some  Natives  at  the  Thames  had  some  land  to 
fell.  They  had  their  Crown  cnnt,  and  were 
enfeitled  to  deal  with  their  land  in  any  manner 
they  thought  proper.  Some  Europeans  were 
prspared  to  give  a  price  for  the  land,  and  eveir- 
thing  was  somed  except  that  the  Besident  Magis- 
trate reftised  to  sign  the  deed.  On  that,  a  peti- 
tion was  sent  up  complaining  that  the  Besident 
Magistrate  refused  to  do  bis  duty.  The  Chair- 
man of  the  PetiUons  Committee  was  instructed 
to  send  a  telesram  to  the  Besident  Magistrate, 
asking  him  if  he  did  refuse  to  sign,  and,  if 
so,  why  P  He  answered  that  he  did  refuse, 
and  gave  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  in- 
stracSsd  him  not  to  do  so.  Those  were  two  cases 
which  he  oould  lay  his  finger  on  without  going 
further.  The  honorable  member  for  Marsden 
said,  "  Sheet  the  charge  home !"  Now  there  were 
oharges  sheeted  home,  if  that  was  what  he 
wanted,  The  Public  Petitions  Committee  had 
had  before  it  a  petition  from  Taranaki  showing 
that  something  of  the  same  kind  had  been  done 
there.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  statements 
in  the  petition  were  true,  but  the  other  two 
cases  were  certainly  beyond  doubt,  and  the  inter- 
fivrsnce  oould  only  be  characterised  as  most  un- 
warrantable. But  that  was  not  all :  there  were 
others  that  had  come  up  in  evidence.  It  seemed 
that  if  the  interpreter!  did  not  interpret  accord- 
ing to  instrootions  they  irm  not  iqppointed,  a^d 


that  sorely  was  not  the  proper  waj  to  oooduet 
public  business.  Tiie  Petitions  Committee  had 
over  and  over  again  recommended  tAmt  this  kind  of 
thing  should  be  stopped,  but  it  was  not  stopped. 
He  recollected  one  gentleman  who  was  deimved 
of  his  situation  in  the  Native  Depaiimeat,  aad 
he  thought  very  propmriy  so,  for  sooMthing  that 
was  not  very  creditable ;  but  he  was  reinstated, 
and  had  the  coolness  to  petition  for  compen- 
sation for  the  time  he  was  out  of  oflioe.  The 
matter  was  inquired  into,  and  the  Committee 
expressed  great  astonishment  that  tlio  man  ever 
got  into  oQIce  again ;  yet  he  is  there  now.  It 
was  all  very  well  for  honorable  geniloroen  to  say 
that  these  things  were  all  right.  They  wars 
not  all  right.  He  also  reooTlectad  that  the 
Committee,  when  getting  evidence  from  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  Depiutment,  had  naked  him 
whether  he  thought  it  proper  that  ofiloers  in  the 
Native  Department  shmild  become  purchasers  of 
land,  using  the  information  and  Uio  specaal 
facilities  they  had  gained  in  their  ofiloial  capasily 
for  dealing  with  the  Natives.  He  expressed 
great  surprise  that  their  right  to  do  ao  ehould  be 
questioned.  He  eonsidned  they  had  a  perfeot 
right  to  go  into  the  market  and  pnroiiase  for 
tmmselves  and  their  friends,  making  the  most  of 
their  official  position ;  and  altogetlior  ife  seemed  a 
new  idea  to  him  that  anybodv  else  should  think 
difierently.  He  gave  his  evidence  with  the  ut- 
most f rankoess,  and  could  not  conoetve  that  any- 
body had  a  right  to  interfere  with  them.  It 
struck  him  (Mr.  Swanson)  that  this  was  a  kind 
of  thing  that  should  not  be  tolerated>  Aod  the 
sooner  tne  Native  Ofllce  was  reduced  the  better. 

Mr.  BEES  said  he  oould  not  allow  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden  to  pass 
without  comment.  That  honorable  gentleman 
was  on  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Auckland 
Provincial  Council  to  inquire  into  the  Native  land 
case  referred  to  by  the  honorable  mamber  for 
Newton.  It  was  alleged  in  the  Council  that  the 
Government  had  connived  with  their  friends  to 
purchase  lands  which  other  people  were  debarred 
from  purchasing.  The  Committee  sat  and  called 
upon  Miyor  Green,  who  was  acting  as  General 
Government  Agent  in  Auckland,  to  giveevidenes. 
Upon  his  appearance  before  the  Committee,  he 
handed  to  him  (Mr.  Bees),  he  being  Chainoan,  a 
telegram  from  Dr.  Pollen,  in  whioi  he  was  in- 
structed not  to  give  a  word  of  information,  upon 
pain  of  dismisnl  from  his  office.  And  yet  the 
honorable  member  for  Marsden  talked  about 
sheeting  these  chanres  home!  How  were  th^y 
to  sheet  them  homer  The  honorable  gantleman 
was  himself  on  that  Committee,  and  knew  all 
these  things  quite  as  well  as  he  (Mr.  Bees)  did ; 
and  still  he  talked  about  sheeting  them  home !  U. 
the  House  were  to  act  in  the  manner  spoken  of 
by  the  honorable  f^tleman ;  if  these  things  were 
dealt  with  in  a  fair  and  upright  manner,  and  not 
in  the  way  they  were  aopustomed  to  see  them 
dealt  with,  th^  would  be  able  to  sheet  home  a 
neat  many  of  these  things.  Men  came  down 
from  Hawke's  Bay  and  nude  statements  of  this 
kind,  and  were  not  afraid  to  state  them  on 
oath;  but  what  w%s  the  use  of  their  doing 
i^f    Nothing  lyvar  «aine  pf  these  thin^    Tb^ 
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liononble  genilemui  alao  talked  about  making 
•tfttements  which  were  likelj  to  cauie  diecontent 
among  the  NatiTet.  Far  cpneater  dieoontent  would 
be  oaoeed  among  the  NatiTee  by  epeechea  ludi  aa 
those  of  the  honorable  member  for  l&nden,  and 
hj  attempta  to  glom  oTer  theie  thinga,  and  oast  a 
apeeiea  ot  ahame  orer  men  who  were  bold  enonch 
to  come  forw-ard  and  say  what  they  knew  to  be 
true.  Honorable  gentlemen  knew  that  there 
were  far  worse  things  behind,  and  that  they  would 
bring  punishment  upon  them  sOme  uf  thoM  days, 
and  upon  thoee  who  assisted  them.  There  was 
not  the  alightest  doabt  that  those  who  stood  by 
and  saw  these  things  done,  and  took  no  means  to 
stop  them,  would  yet  hare  to  answer  for  thdr 
oondiiet.  They  would  share  in  the  punishment — 
puntahment  which  would  be  seTere,  at  least  as  &r 
as  public  estimation  went  $  but  he  did  not  think 
they  valued  that.  They  had  seen  the  Ministry 
themaelTea  oonniTing  with  Europeans  for  the  sale 
of  Natire  land,  and  compelling  tne  NatiTca  to  sdll 
at  any  price  which  the  GoTemment  chose  to  giro 
them ;  and  then  there  was  the  case  of  the  sale  of 
land  at  Hungahunga  to  Messrs.  Whitaker  and 
Sossell.  Th^  knew  of  all  these  things  perfectly 
well ;  and  yet  honorable  eentlemen  talked  in  a 
mealy-monthed  manner  wont  these  things  not 
being  sheeted  home.  Ther  were  sheeted  liome, 
and  what  was  the  good  of  it  ?  The  Gbvemment 
bad  all  the  power — a  power  which  eonld  put 
honoimble  gentlemen  in  their  seats  after  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  had  declared  them  to  be 
£nfeited.  And  yet  the  honorable  member  talked 
aboat  sheeting  these  obaigee  home !  If  they  were 
abeeted  home,  those  Tcry  gentlemen  would  pass  a 
Tote  abeolTing  the  GoTemment  from  Uame.  It 
was  enough  to  make  men  sidL  to  listen  to  such 


Sir  E.  DOUGLAS  said  he  could  not  albw  the 
subject  to  drop  without  saying  a  word  about  the 
matter  in  which  Mqor  Green  was  concerned. 
When  the  sulgect  came  before  the  Committee,  the 
Ohairman  threatened  Maior  Green  Terr  seriously 
that  it  was  quite  poesible  he  might  be  sent  to 
prison  if  he  rsfosed  to  giro  evidence.  He  (Sir  R. 
I>oaglas)  listened  to  tms  ;  and,  in  order  that  the 
proceedings  should  be  carried  on,  he  mored  that 
Jiajor  Green  should  be  sent  to  prison ;  but  the 
Committee  was  afraid  to  do  it,  and  principal 
amouff  those  who  were  afraid  was  the  Chairman. 
Kobody  would  go  to  that  extreme.  He  was 
willing  to  see  how  far  they  could  eo ;  but  the 
Committee  was  a  sham,  and  as  a  sham  he  dis- 
liked it.  But  in  that  House,  if  an  aoouaation 
were  made  against  the  Native  Minister,  any 
honorable  member  could  table  a  motion,  and  the 
matter  could  be  fullr  investigated.  And  he 
meant  to  say  tlus:  that  notwithstanding  that 
there  was  a  muority  in  that  House  which,  as 
migoritiss  usually  had,  had  its  own  will,  he 
thought  there  was  sufflotent  fidmess  amongst 
hmioraUe  members  to  see  that  right  was  done. 
He  did  not  think  all  the  honor  was  on  the  side  of 
the  minority. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  Bast  had  introduced  his  name 
in  leferenoe  to  a  lend  transaction  without  any 
kmd  of  reason.    He  had  stated  that  the  Minit- 


tfy  had  permitted  Messrs.  Whitaker  and  Bnssell 
to  purchase  the  Hungahunga  Block  at  an  nn* 
fair  price.  That  statement  was  absolutely  false. 
The  honorable  gentleman  made  the  stu^ment 
without  the  slightest  jEronnd  whatever.  He  had 
stated  before  in  that  House  that  he  had  not  pur- 
chased Native  land)  and  why  the  honorable 
gentleman  repeated  the  statement  orer  and  over 
again,  he  eoixld  not  understand.  Anj  man  who 
made  an  assertion  without  having  fair  groundu 
on  which  to  rest  it,  was  as  guilty  as  a  man  who 
absolutely  made  a  statement  knowing  it  to  be 
incorrect.  The  honorable  gentleman  ought  to  be 
more  careful.  He  had  introduced  every  sort  of 
subject  into  his  speech.  He  had  introduced 
Native  law,  aboUtion,  and  the  disqualification 
question — that  membm  had  been  placed  back  in 
tneir  seats  in  this  House  after  they  had  been  for- 
feited. He  (Mr.  Whitaker)  had  stated  all  through 
that  those  seats  were  not  forfeited,  and  he  was 
still  prepared  to  prove  the  correctness  of  that 
statement  And  when  the  honorable  gentleman 
talked  of  disqualification,  was  he  quite  sure  that 
he  was  not  oisquaUfied  himself?  Had  he  any 
recollection  of  a  document  that  was  now  filed 
in  the  Supreme  Court  at  Auckland  {  and  would 
he  look  into  the  Constitution  Act  and  tiien 
say  whether  certain  persons  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances were  not  disqualified?  Would  he 
tell  him  (Mr.  Whitaker)  that  a  document  which 
had  been  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Auckland  for 
a  considerable  time,  and  not  acted  on,  did  not 
disqualify  him?  He  would  not  have  made 
any  reference  to  this  matter  but  for  the  asser- 
tions of  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  so  freely 
scattered  charges  all  round  the  House.  It  was 
usual,  when  an  honorable  ^ntleman  made  an 
assertion,  to  take  that  assertion  as  correct.  He 
had  already  asserted  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  purchase  of  Native  lands.  The  honor- 
able member  had  made  the  assertion  over  and 
over  again,  and  he  had  made  it  again  to-night. 
He  (Mr.  Whitaker)  had  allowed  the  assertion  to 
pass  on  more  than  one  occasion ;  but  when  it 
came  to  be  repeated  so  frequently  as  it  had,  he 
thought  it  was  quite  time  to  say  something  on 
the  subject  He  would  simplv  point  out  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  should  be  quite  dear 
before  he  made  charges  against  other  people.  He 
(Mr.  Whitaker)  was  quite  prepared  to  prove 
what  he  had  ssAd ;  and  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man wished  to  deny  it,  he  could  produce  the 
evidence  necessary  to  substantiate  his  statement. 
Now,  he  would  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to 
the  queetion  before  the  Committee.  The  question 
was  whether  or  not  this  vote  should  be  reduced 
by  £10,000.  It  appeared  that  the  vote  had  been 
reduced  considerablv  during  the  last  few  years, 
and  it  was  one  which  might  gradually  be  reduced 
from  year  to  year ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  should 
be  done  too  hastily.  Considering  all  the  ciroum- 
stanoes,  he  thought  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
reduce  the  vote  too  rqpidly.  On  looking  over 
the  items,  he  observed  thiat  a  reduction  of  £5,000 
or  £6,000  had  been  made  this  year.  He  thousht  on 
the  whole  that  that  reduction  was  a  reasonable  one. 
The  reduction  might  go  on  from  time  to  time,  but 
it  would  be  a  very  great  mistake  indeed  if  it  were 
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done  too  hastily.  It  was  rery  dangeroas  groatid 
to  tread  upon.  The  honorable  member  for  Rod- 
ney shoula  hare  pointed  oat  the  particular  items 
in  which  he  thought  redactions  could  be  made, 
bat  to  say  simply  that  one-half  the  rote  should  be 
taken  off  was  a  most  unreasonable  thing  to  do. 
Were  they  going  to  take  off  the  medical  men 
attending  the  Natires,  or  were  they  going  to  take 
off  the  Magistrates  ?  He  thought  it  would  be 
unsafe -to  toke  off  any  of  those  items  at  the 
present  time.  Reductions  might  be  gradually 
made,  but  it  would  be  unsafe  to  adopt  the  course 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Rodney. 
From  1862  up  to  the  present  time,  he  thought 
nothing  oould  be  worse  than  Uie  racillation  that 
had  been  going  on  in  reference  to  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands.  At  one  time  there  was  the  greatest 
freedom  allowed  ;  at  another,  the  greatest  restric- 
tions were  imposed ;  and  then  there  was  freedom 
again,  and  again  restriction.  Haying  made  a  law 
foregoing  the  Queen's  right  of  pre-emption — ^he 
was  not  saying  whether  it  was  a  wise  thing  to  do 
or  not — ^it  was  a  great  mistake  not  to  adhere  to  it, 
and  thus  have  obWated  a  great  deal  of  the  incon- 
yenience  that  had  arisen.  Thejr  would  not  make 
any  real  progress  in  Natiye  affairs  until  a  proper 
Native  Lands  Act  was  put  on  the  Statute  Book, 
and  until  the  Natives  were  allowed  freedom 
to  deal  with  their  lands.  He  did  not  desire  to 
prolong  the  discussion.  He  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  cautious  in  what  they  were  doing ; 
they  were  treading  on  difficult  and  dangerous 
ground,  and  they  should  not  be  too  hasty.  They 
might  point  out  particular  items  in  which  reduc- 
tions might  be  made,  but  it  would  be  yery 
imprudent  to  attempt  to  reduce  the  vote  by 
£10,000,  as  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Rodney. 

Mr.  RE£S  challenged  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikato  to  say  that  his  hands  were  not  per- 
fectly dean  in  regard  to  any  matter  whatever,  or 
to  find  any  document  in  the  Supreme  Court  or 
anywhere  else  that  would  disqualify  him  from 
being  in  this  House  or  in  any  other  position.  He 
would  not  ask  that  an  Act  of  this  Assembly 
should  be  passed  to  save  him  from  what  he  did. 
Honorable  members  might  be  perfectly  sure  of 
that.  With  regard  to  the  statement  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Marsden,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  no  right  to  tay  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland  had  no  power 
to  commit.  Major  Green  if  he  refused  to  give  evi- 
dence. The  matter  was  brought  up  in  the  Council, 
and  a  strong  debate  took  place  on  Dr.  Pollen's 
conduct  in  sending  such  a  telegram.  He  had  not 
heard  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato  state 
that  he  was  not  connected  with  the  land  pur- 
chases referred  to.  The  public  documents  and 
despatches  contained  the  names  of  Messrs.  Whit- 
aker  and  Russell. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said  his  name  was  never 
mixed  up  with  it ;  he  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  it. 

Mr.  £E£S  said  if  the  Government  allowed  one 
iv.on  to  buy  these  lands,  and  another  man's  name 
was  mentioned  incidentally  in  connection  with 
the  matter,  that  did  not  make  any  difference.  If 
he  had  used  the  name  of  the  honorable  member  1 


for  Waikato  wrongly,  he  apologised  to  him  for 
doing  »o;  but  he  did  not  excuse  Ministers  for 
doing  what  was  wrong.  If  he  had  heard  the 
honorable  gentleman  state  that  he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  transaction,  he  should  not,  of  course, 
have  mentioned  his  name.  If  there  was  anything 
the  Ministers  oould  seize  upon  in  connection 
with  his  (Mr.  Rees's)  conduct,  they  would  not 
have  been  slow  in  taking  action. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  it  was  not  necessary  that 
they  should  indulge  in  personalities  in  discussing 
matters  connected  with  the  Native  lands.  The 
honorable  member  for  ICarsden  had  made  some 
allunon  to  what  had  taken  place  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Provincial  Council.  He  (Mr.  Swanson) 
was  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and  he  would 
state  why  the  Committee  did  not  bring  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Council,  and  get  the  Speaker  to 
send  Major  Green  to  gaol.  The  Committee  had 
no  doubt  about  the  power  of  the  Speaker  to  send 
the  witness  there ;  but  if  he  had  been  sent  to 
prison,  there  was  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  the 
General  Government  would  have  sent  an  order  for 
his  release.  That  would  have  given  rise  to  an  un- 
seemly squabble  between  the.  Provincial  Govern- 
ment and  the  General  Gbvemment.  The  former 
would  have  had  the  wont  of  it,  and  would  have 
been  set  at  defiance.  He  believed  the  honorable 
member  for  Marsden  was  quite  serious  in  making 
the  motion  he  did.  The  Committee  talked  the 
matter  over,  and  resolved  that  no  good  would 
result  from  adopting  that  motion. 

Mr.  HUNTER  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  had  made  reference  to  some 
matters  connected  with  Te  Kooti's  career,  and 
about  that  chief  having  been  sent  to  the  Chatham 
Islands.  Sir  Donald  McLean  was  not  a  member 
of  the  Government  when  Te  Kooti  was  sent  there, 
or  when  he  returned  from  the  islands. 

Mr.  REES.— I  did  not  say  he  was. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— The  honorable  member  made 
a  charge  against  Sir  Donald  McLean. 

Mr.  REES. — Pardon  me,  I  did  nothing  of  the 
sort.     I  spoke  of  the  conduct  towards  the  Natives. 

Mr.  HUNTER  said  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  what  the  honorable  gentlenmn  said  was  cer- 
tainly that  he  reflected  upon  Sir  Donald  McLean 
for  the  part  he  took  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  REES. — There  could  be  no  such  inference. 

Mr.  HUNTER  said  the  honorable  member 
should  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  and 
not  remain  standing  while  another  honorable 
member  was  addressing  the  Chair.  The  charge 
was  made  clearly  and  distinctly,  and  the  infer- 
ence was  that  what  happened  then  was  the  con- 
sequence of  Sir  Donald  McLean's  action.  Such 
was  not  the  case.  He  would  now  refer  to  the 
general  question.  As  one  of  those  who  had 
lived  in  this  country  for  many  years,  and  whose 
recollection  was  clear  of  the  circumstances  that 
occurred  in  the  colony  from  first  to  last,  and 
knew  that  gentleman's  career,  he  would  say  there 
was  no  man  in  New  Zealand  to  whom  the  colony 
owed  more  than  to  Sir  Donald  McLean.  Let 
honorable  members  contrast  the  present  position 
of  the  colony  with  what  it  was  five  or  six  years 
ago,  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago,  or  even  some 
twenty  years  ago.    Many  of  those  present  would 
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remember  tbat,  when  hostilities  commenced  in 
Tannaki,  Sir  Donald  McLean  was  an  inTalid  in 
Wellington,  and  oould  not  leave.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  believed  that,  had  Sir  Donald  McLean 
been  at  Kew  Plymouth  at  that  time,  much 
trouble  and  manj  trials  would  have  been  avoided. 
As  soon  as  Sir  Donald  McLean  oould  leave  his 
bed,  he  went  there  and  entered  into  negotiations. 
Within  a  very  few  days,  William  Thompson,  the 
great  chief,  gave  the  word  to  his  people,  "  Beturn 
to  your  homes ;"  and  from  that  time  forward, 
on  every  occasion  Shr  Donald  McLean  had  been 
foremost  in  doing  all  that  he  believed  to  be  in 
the  best  intereste  of  the  colony.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  understand  or  appreciate  the  services  he 
had  rendered  to  New  ^aland.  Any  one  who 
had  had  dealings  with  the  Natives  must  know 
what  a  worrying  and  tiring  thing  it  was  to  go 
throogh  all  their  forms  and  ceremonies.  Those 
who  had  not  experienced  it  could  hardly  imagine 
it,  but  the  Native  Minister  had  gone  through  all 
that  over  and  over  again ;  and  he  believed  that 
no  man  in  New  Zealand  had  ever  acquired  such 
influence  over  the  minds  of  the  Natives.  He  had 
obtained  an  influence  which  no  man  from  the 
earliest  days  of  the  colony  had  been  able  to 
acquire;  and  he  had  done  that  by  gaining  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  the  Natives.  That  had 
been  secured  by  being  firm  at  the  same  time  that 
he  did  them  justice.  He  (Mr.  Hunter)  was  one 
of  thoae  who  had  peculiar  views  respecting  con- 
fiscation. He  had  never  thought  the  scheme  of 
oonfiscation  was  right  or  proper,  and  he  had 
never  hesitated  to  say  so.  It  was  the  thing 
above  all  others  which  in  this  island  had  com- 
plicated the  settlement  of  the  Native  lands  ques- 
tion, and  had  retarded  it  for  many  years.  It  had 
been  most  difficult  to  reconcile  the  confiscation 
of  land  with  Native  ideas  of  justice ;  and  it  was  a 
difficult  thing  for  any  well-constituted  mind  to 
understand  why  large  blocks  of  land  should  be 
taken  in  certain  districts  from  the  whole  mass  of 
the  Natives,  a  considerable  portion  of  whom  had 
probably  never  done  anything  to  warrant  such  a 
proceeding.  That,  he  believ^,  shook  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Natives  in  us  more  than  anything 
else,  and  we  had  been  by  slow  degrees  regaining 
their  confidence.  The  sum  of  money  tho  Com- 
mittee were  disputing  about  was  trifling,  and  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  utterly  insignificant  and 
unworthy  of  consideration.  The  Natives  contri- 
buted lai^ely  to  the  revenue  of  the  colony. 
There  were  larse  numbers  of  them:  they  be- 
haved well,  as  they  always  had  done  from  the 
earliest  days  the  Europeans  came  amongst  them ; 
and  he  dia  not  think  it  was  doing  justice  to  our- 
selres,  or  justice  to  the  Natives,  to  appear  in  the 
slightest  decree  to  wish  to  diminish  a  vote  which 
was  for  their  good.  Personally,  he  would  like  to 
see  the  money  proposed  to  be  voted  for  schools 
trebled,  and  the  salaries  of  tho  masters  increased. 
The  schools,  he  believed,  were  productive  of 
mueh  good.  Their  object  should  be  to  make  the 
Natives  producers  and  consumers ;  but  formerly, 
when  the  Natives  were  in  larger  numbers,  it 
had  been  proposed  to  destroy  and  annihilate 
them.  He  would  not  have  spoken  on  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  he  thought  that  justice  to  Sir  Donald 
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McLean  required  that  some  of  those  who  had 
lived  in  the  colony  from  its  eaHiest  days  should 
award  praise  to  him,  and  also  to  the  Natives  with 
whom  he  had  been  so  long  and  intimately  as* 
sociated. 

Mr.  BAIG^ENT  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
the  observations  of  the  last  speaker.  While  not 
wishing  to  run  down  Sir  Donald  McLonn,  he 
remembered  a  circumstance  that  occurred  in 
his  career  some  few  years  ago.  Sir  Donald 
McLean  was  then  an  officer  under  the  Govern- 
ment in  Hawke's  Bay;  and  he  then  persuaded 
a  number  of  Natives,  who  were  prepared  to  go 
to  Patea,  to  remain  at  Napier.  At  the  time  he 
referred  to,  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru  was 
at  the  head  of  the  G-ovemment,  and  Sir  Donald 
McLean  got  his  dismissal  because  he  was  trying 
to  thwart  the  policy  of  the  Government.  Was 
that  anything  to  the  credit  of  Sir  Donald 
McLean?  That  was  the  time  when  the  forces 
were  on  the  West  Coast,  when  Von  Tempsky  and 
others  were  killed.  Sir  Donald  McLean  then 
kept  back  at  Napier  Natives  who  were  willing 
and  anxious  to  ^o  to  the  West  Coast.  Was 
it  anything  to  his  credit  to  do  that,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  ideas  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
day  P  The  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City 
would  not,  he  thought,  say  all  honor  to  Sir  Donald 
McLean  for  tho  part  he  had  taken  in  this  matter. 
Millions  had  been  spent  in  purchasing  peace,  and 
that  night  they  had  heard  an  honorable  member 
say  what  the  result  of  proceedings  would  be  at 
Napier.  Millions  had  been  paid  away  to  satisfy 
the  Natives,  and  to  purchase  peace;  but  there 
would  be  no  lasting  peace  until  the  Nativei 
were  governed  under  the  laws  of  the  country 
in  a  proper  and  constitutional  manner.  At  that 
time,  had  proper  help  been  given  to  Colonel 
Whitmore,  the  neck  of  Uie  war  would  have  been 
broken,  and  in  six  months  a  peace  would  have 
been  secured  without  the  expenditure  of  millions. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  a  pity  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  have  opened  a  ques« 
tion  which  was  settled  years  ago.  He  did  not 
know  what  the  honorable  member's  object  was, 
and  he  thought  he  would  regret  having  intro-. 
duced  a  subject  which  could  be  of  no  possible 
benefit  at  the  present  time.  The  Committee  were 
now  considering  the  Native  estimates,  and  not  a 
vote  of  confidence  in  Sir  Donald  McLean. 

Mr.  BA.IGENT  had  been  alluding  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's remarks  did  not  in  any  waj  answer  those 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  Sir  Donald  McLean  had 
an  exceedingly  good  defence  m  the  case  the 
honorable  member  referred  to.  He  wished  sim- 
ply to  explain  to  the  Committee  with  reference 
to  Major  Ghven  being  summoned  before  the 
Auckland  Provincial  Council.  The  ^und  the 
General  Government  took  up  was  this,  that  the 
question  of  land  purchases  was  to  be  decided  by 
this  House,  and  not  by  the  Auckland  Frovlnciu 
Council.  If  charges  were  to  be  made  against 
Ministers  in  respect  of  buying  land,  this  House 
was  the  body  to  investigate  uiem,  and  not  the 
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Auckland  PrOTinoial  Council ;  and  therefore  tliev 
declined  to  allow  their  officer  to  be  examined 
upon  questions  of  land  purchase  before  that 
Council.  They  were  of  opinion,  whether  rightlj 
or  wrongW,  that  it  was  a  matter  for  this 
House  to  decide.  With  regard  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  Citj 
Sast,  respeotinff  the  wrong-doings  of  the  Go- 
Temment,  he  did  not  intend  to  enter  into  all 
the  Questions  raised  hy  the  honorable  gentleman, 
but  lie  could  not  allow  the  statements  to  go  un- 
contradicted. He  gaye  an  absolute  and  complete 
contradiction  to  all  the  honorable  member's  state- 
ments with  regard  to  the  GoTcmment  being 
guilty  of  any  transaction  of  which  any  honorable 
member  would  be  ashamed.  Ministers  had  chal- 
lenged the  honorable  gentleman  repeatedly,  and 
now  chAllenged  him,  in  this  or  the  next  ses- 
sion, to  take  up  a  case  and  go  into  it ;  and  the 
honorable  gentleman's  case  would  hsye  to  be  bad, 
indeed,  if  a  majority  of  the  House  would  not 
listen  to  him.  Personally,  he  was  sure  that  the 
country  would  not  belieye  in  any  cbargcs  if  a 
majority  of  the  House  said  they  were  not  such 
as  the  honorable  member  represented  them  to  be. 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  not  only  vilifying 
Ministers,  but  he  was  vilifying  the  House  ;  for 
he  represented  the  House  as  dishonest,  and 
that  was  a  position  which  no  honorable  mem- 
ber ought  to  take  up.  He  hoped  the  honorable 
member  would  not  persist  in  aoing  so,  unless  he 
would  select  some  particular  charges  for  inquiry 
and  bring  them  before  the  House  next  session, 
and  not  content  himself  with  mere  assertions. 
£yery  specific  charge  which  had  been  made  had 
absolutely  fallen  to  the  ground,  and  he  hoped 
honorable  members  would  cease  this  blacken- 
ing of  each  others'  characters ;  and  that,  if  they 
belieyed  there  were  grounds  for  serious  charges, 
they  would  be  made  in  A  serious  way,  and  made 
specifically.  He,  for  one,  belieyed  the  House 
would  deal  with  them  as  Ihey  ought  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  as  they  would  be  dealt  with  by  any 
honorable  gentlemen.  He  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  go  into  questions  of  land  purchases ; 
but  he  was  bound  in  justice  to  toy  what  he  had, 
so  that  it  should  be  on  record  as  against  what 
the  honorable  member  had  said.  With  regard  to 
the  question  the  honorable  member  for  Newton 
asked  about  salaries  being  paid  from  revenue 
instead  of  beinc  placed  on  the  Civil  List,  he  had 
explained,  in  tne  beginning  of  the  evening,  that 
the  whole  of  the  sahtrics  had  been  placed  upon 
the  estimates  instead  of  a  large  proportion  being 
upon  the  Civil  List.  Ho  showed  that  there 
would  bo  available,  out  of  the  Civil  List  and  the 
vote  for  General  Contingencies,  a  sum  of  £5,400, 
and  that  included  the  whole.  Last  year,  there 
was  over  £10,000  available  for  General  Contin- 
gencies, and  this  year  there  was  only  a  little  over 
£5,000.  Therefore  there  would  be  a  saving  on 
this  vote  of  £5,000. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  the  Premier  had  told 
them  about  Major  Green :  would  he  also  tell 
them  why  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  the  Thames 
was  prevented  from  signing  that  particular 
document  ? 

Major  ATKINSOK  said  he  knew  nothing  of 


that  case.    If  the  honorable  gentleman  would  ask 
the  question,  he  would  let  him  know  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOYCE  thoueht  it  was  time  they  came 
back  to  the  question  before  them.  With  regard 
to  the  vote,  he  would  say  that,  for  the  first  time 
since  there  had  been  a  Native  Department,  the 
Committee  had  had  sepmte  items  of  expenditure 
placed  before  it.  That,  in  itself,  was  a  great  step 
in  advance ;  and  this  year  they  might  rest  satis- 
fied with  having  attained  so  much.  There  were, 
no  doubt,  many  honorable  members  besides  him- 
self who  had  looked  over  the  items  hastily  to  find 
the  different  payments,  and  the  different  branchea 
of  the  service ;  and  perhaps  honorable  membcra 
would  bring  to  bear  on  the  subject  their  own 
knowledge  and  experience,  and  next  year  be  able 
to  suggest  where  reductions  might  be  made. 
There  appeared  to  be  a  great  diversity  in  the 
payments.  One  Besident  Magistrate  received 
£500;  another,  £200.  One  Assessor  received 
£50 ;  another,  £250 ;  and  another,  £800.      The 

ebyments  evidently  required  some  equalization, 
ut  to  make  a  sweeping  reduction,  such  as  that 
suggested  by  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney, 
woiud,  he  felt  convinced,  not  be  judicious  at  the 
present  time.  Some  reduction  might  be  poesibls 
— ^he  did  not  know;  but  having  the  list  of  the 
officers  and  the  payments  before  them,  honorable 
members,  next  session,  might  be  able  to  suggest 
really  practicable  reductions.  He  did  not  think 
the  honorable  member  for  Bodney  would  be 
gratified  if  his  proposal  were  adopted,  and  a 
sweeping  reduction  made  in  a  department  upon 
the  smooth  working  of  which  so  much  depended 
at  the  present  juncture. 

Sir  G.  GREY  would  like  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  question.  First,  the  Premier  represented 
to  them  that  the  state  of  the  Native  population 
at  the  present  moment  was  satis&ctory  in  every 
possible  way.  Now,  he  (Sir  George  Grey)  had 
had  a  long  experience  in  this  country,  and  he  had 
never  known  the  state  of  the  Native  population  to 
be  more  unsatisfactory  in  xuAny  respects  than  it 
was  at  the  present  moment.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  whatever  that,  for  the  first  time  almost 
in  our  history,  very  sad  murders  had  been  oom- 
tnitted,  under  circumstances  of,  he  would  say, 
great  atrocity  and  considerable  daring ;  and  it  was 
equally  certain  that  the  murderers  were  protected 
close  to  our  immediate  frontier,  the  persons  who 
protected  them  having  received  presents.  Those 
Natives  had,  in  some  respects,  been  encouraged ; 
and  the  Native  Minister  had  visited  the  Native 
King  under  very  unusual  circumstances,  and  had 
actually  solicited  the  so-called  Native  King  to 
admit  the  Governor  to  his  presence.  Not  only 
that,  but  at  the  present  moment  the  Natives  were 
in  arms  defending  their  land  against  a  regular 
process  of  the  Court  within  a  few  miles  of-  a 
flourishing  European  settlement.  Nothing  could 
be  done  to  settle  that  disturbance ;  and  he  could 
only  sajr  that  his  time  had  been  ereatly  occupied 
by  Native  friends  of  his  own  zrom  all  parts, 
completely  deluging  him  with  complaints.  That 
was  the  first  remark  he  wished  to  make.  Then 
he  would  very  earnestly  implore  the  House  to  lay 
down  one  rule  for  the  future ;  and  that  was,  that 
no  person  should  be  allowed  to  hold  the  office  of 
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Kstive  Minitter,  or  %r\y  office  in  the  Native  De- 
partment)  who  wm  himself  oooapied  in  priTftte 
parahases  of  lands  from  the  Natives.  That 
should  be  an  essential  rule.  His  sincere  belief 
was,  that  by  the  Native  Minister  and  by  persons 
in  his  department  the  Natives  would  be  stripped 
of  almost  the  whole  of  the  reserves  which  had 
b«en  made  for  them,  and  which  had  now  risen  to 
a  very  great  ralue.  Now,  he  could  not,  in  that 
respect,  be  said  to  be  making  statements  with- 
out proof;  becanse  the  Native  Minister  himself 
had  admitted,  in  the  House,  that  he  was  en- 
gaged in  such  purchases  of  reserves.  The  late 
Premier  defended  it  at  tlie  beginning  of  the 
ee»sion,  and  vent  to  the  extent  of  saying  he 
thought  that  he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  was  disappointed 
at  not  being  able  to  make  such  good  purchases 
himself,  or  something  of  that  sort.  He  believed 
that  not  only  at  Napier,  but  also  at  Tauranga, 
the  Natives  wore  being  stripped  by  degrees  of  all 
the  reserves  that  had  been  made  there  for  them ; 
and  he  believed  that  at  the  present  moment 
operations  of  that  kind  were  being  carried  out. 
liow,  these  things  were  all  done  with  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Government.  The  Premier  could 
not  deny  that.  They  were  done  with  the  know- 
ledge, assent,  and,  he  might  say,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Government,  inasmuch  as  they  made 
themselves  really  parties  to  the  transaction,  by 
allowing  gentlemen  to  remain  in  high  office  who 
were  engaged  in  transactions  of  the  kind.  He 
would  put  it  to  the  House,  what  would  be  said 
if  ther  were  investigating  the  history  of  South 
Aroenca  in  former  time#,  and  the^r  found  that 
the  population  there  had  been  stripped  of  the 
Kserves  made  for  their  future  welfare,  when 
they  had  parted  almost  with  the  whole  of  their 
other  landed  possessions,  if  thev  had  been  so 
stripped  of  them  by  persons  paid  highly  by  the 
public  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the  na- 
tires — ^by  persons  who  possessed  peculiar  infor- 
mation, who  had  the  power  of  spending  large 
•nms  of  money  upon  the  natives  and  amongst 
them,  neoessariiy  acquiring  rery  great  inflnenoe  P 
He  said  Tery  large  sums,  because,  taking  the 
sums  given  for  land  purchases,  the  sums  allowed 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Natire  Department  really 
amounted  almost  to  £1,000,000,  which  was  ez- 
toended  at  the  will  of  the  individuals  in  that 
aei>artment.  Supposing  they  found,  on  investi- 
gating the  historjr  of  wat  country,  that  gentle- 
men having  these  great  sums  of  public  money  at 
their  disposal— these  great  means  of  influencing 
the  natives— had  stripped  them  of  all  that  pro- 
Ttsion  which  had  been  proridently  made  for 
ihem  and  their  descendante,  and  had  realised 
enormous  fortunes  in  some  instances  by  so  doing, 
would  they  not  Tiew  with  reprobation  the  w- 
remment  which  had  permitted  such  things  to  be 
doneP  Would  they  not  think  it  was  a  blot 
Qpon  the  history  of  the  country?  He  thought 
they  would ;  and  he  thought  that,  although  a 
temporary  majority  in  the  Legislature  of  that 
country  might  have  borne  the  Ministry  out 
in  that  proceeding,  that  would  not  saTe  the 
Ministry  from  ultimate  reprobation.  Supposing 
that  in  the  United  States  at  the  present  moment, 
—-and  be  had  9ome  knowledge  of  that  ooontry— 


the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  management  of 
Indian  affairs  were  to  embark  himself  in  pur- 
chases of  that  kind  of  land  from  the  natives,  what 
would  be  the  feeling  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
United  States?  He  would  stake  his  existence 
that  that  man  would  earn  shame  and  obloquy, 
and  that  the  Gk>vemment  which  supported  him  in 
it  would  be  looked  upon — well,  with  scorn  and 
with  horror  by  the  whole  of  the  population  of 
the  United  States.  He  asked  the  Government 
to  panse  in  the  career  upon  which  they  had 
entered ;  and,  if  they  were  to  vote  these  sumn,  to 
lay  down  positively  the  rule  that  no  gentleman 
should  hold  office,  either  as  Native  Minister  or  in 
any  capacity  whatever  in  the  Native  Department, 
who  had  engaged  himself  in  private  land  transac 
tions  with  the  Natives.  That  they  were  so  en- 
|;aged  oould  not  be  denied.  It  had  been  admitted 
m  the  House.  The  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton had  told  them  to-night  that,  when  he  had 
expressed  views  such  as  he  (Sir  Gkorge  Grey) 
now  expressed,  an  officer  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment gazed  with  wonder  at  him,  as  if  a  new 
doctrine  had  been  promulgated.  Such  a  doctrine 
as  he  now  asked  to  be  adopted  was  that 
which  the  House  should  adopt,  and  should  en* 
force  and  insist  upon  being  einforoed.  There 
was  no  hope  for  the  Natire  raoe,  no  hope  for 
the  honor  of  the  House,  under  the  present 
system;  and  he  did  ask  the  Government  to 
reflect  upon  the  course  upon  whioh  they  had 
embarked,  which  they  were  pursuing,  and  whioh 
must  lead  to  their  own  destruction  and  discredit, 
and  which  they  should  instantly  abandon.  Let 
them  abandon  it  instantly  and  at  onoe.  They 
might  yet  sare  themselves  i  they  mig^t  yet  sare 
the  Natives  ;  they  might  vet  save  t£s  oonntfy ; 
and  they  might  yet  save  the  HmiBe  from  some  of 
the  disgrace  which  they  had  entailed  upon  it, 
and  were  still  continuing  to  entail  upon  it.  One 
other  point  only  he  would  allude  to.  He  should 
hare  divided  his  remarks  into  two  heads.  If  he 
was  correct  in  his  statement  that  these  Native 
aibdrs  were  adt  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  then 
reductions  in  the  expenses  of  this  department 
should  be  made  with  the  very  greatest  caution ; 
otherwise  disaetort  would  take  place.  That  was 
the  first  point.  Then  he  would  say  as  part  of 
that,  that  he  thought  the  expenditure  upon 
schools  should,  if  anything,  be  inereafeed  and  not 
diminished.  He  did  not  believe  that  anything 
satisfactory  was  at  present  being  done  with  the 
Native  schools.  Until  better  salariee  were  paid 
to  the  schoolmasters,  and  a  better  elass  of  persona 
were  selected,  they  would  do  no  real  gooot  to  the 
Native  raoe  in  that  direction.  He  believed  that 
to  send  an  inferior  elass  of  persons  amount  them 
—addicted,  for  instance,  to  drinking,  as  they  had 
been  told  to-night — to  send  such  persons  hato 
their  Tillages  as  schoolmasters  was  to  do  more 
harm  than  good.  No  more  noble  task  eould  he 
entered  upon  than  that  of  potting  theee  sohoola 
in  a  sound  and  broad  state;  and  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  rather  reduoe  the  number  of 
schools,  and  increase  the  effioienej  of  those  tlu^ 
left,  if  they  eould  not  obtain  sumnent  meane  to 
put  all  the  Mhooli  in  a  Ihoioiighly  latisfiMtoty 
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Kr.  OBMOND  eaid  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  had  jost  eat  down  had  stated  that  in  hie 
opinion  the  state  of  the  Natives  at  the  present 
tune  was  exceedingly  unsatisfactory ;  and  the 
honorable  gentleman,  in  instancing  that,  referred 
to  the  mmders  that  had  been  committed  by 
Natiyes  daring  the  last  few  years,  and  he  pre- 
romed  the  honorable  gentleman  meant  during 
the  term  of  office  of  the  Native  Minister.  Deeply 
as  they  must  all  regret  that  such  things  were,  and 
would  most  likely  continue  to  be,  common  to  a 
country  situated  such  as  this,  was  it  a  peculiarity 
of  the  time  during  which  the  present  Ministry 
had  been  in  office?  Had  not  the  same  thing 
happened  from  the  earliest  time  ?  ITid  not  such 
mnraers  happen  before  the  honorable  gentleman 
oame  to  the  colony  as  Gbremor  P  and  did  murders 
not  occur  while  he  was  GbvemorP  He  could  not 
agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  there 
hid  been  CTidence  in  that  respect  of  any  unsatis- 
fiMtoiy  relations  between  themselTes  and  the 
NatiTCS.  He  of  course  knew  as  well  as  tiie  honor- 
able gentleman  did  that  there  had  been  murders, 
inolndin^  that  of  Mr.  Todd  and  others ;  but  they 
were  misfortunes  which  were  incident  to  our 
relations  with  a  people  such  as  those  with  whom 
we  resided.  Q-eneraUy  speaking,  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  honorable  genUeman  that  the  state  of  the 
Katire  districts  in  the  colony  was  unsatisfactory. 
For  many  years  the  only  portion  of  the  country 
which  had  really  given  great  anxiety  to  the  Euro- 
pean population  had  been  the  Waikato ;  but,  so 
BUT  as  their  reUtions  with  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try were  concerned,  they  never  were  more  satis- 
fiictory  than  at  present.  If  the  Native  Minister 
were  present,  he  would  be  able  to  tell  the  House 
that  he  was  in  constant  communication  with 
Tawhiao,  who  was  the  recognized  chief  of  that 

Sart  of  the  oountiy;  and  he  hoped  at  no 
istant  date,  to  have  a  meeting  with  him,  when 
arrangements  satisfiictorr  to  both  parties  would 
be  made.  The  honorable  gentleman  gave  them^ 
another  instance  of  their  unsatisfactory  relations" 
with  the  Natives,  and  made  use  of  the  expression 
that  the  Natives  were  in  arms  against  the  law 
«lose  to  the  town  of  Napier.  He  could  assure 
the  honorable  member  he  was  entirely  mistaken. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  had  happened,  *and,  so  far 
BB  he  knew,  nothing  of  the  kind  was  likely  to 
happen.  As  this  had  also  been  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  Dis- 
trict, he  hoped  the  House  would  allow  him,  as 
he  knew  the  circumstances,  to  tell  them  some- 
thing of  this  particular  case.  About  a  fort- 
night ago,  or  perhaps  a  little  earlier,  he  was 
asked  by  the  Native  Minister  if  he  had  heard  of 
an  armed  party,  led  by  the  chiefii  Tareha  and 
Benata  Kawepo,  taking  possession  of  the  dis- 
puted Oamaranui  block  of  land.  He  replied  that 
ne  had  not  heard  of  it.  As  this  was  a  dutrict  in 
which  he  had  been  acting  as  Government  Agent, 
he  said  he  would  make  inquiries.  He  telegraphed 
to  Mr.  Locke  for  the  Native  Minister,  and,  witnout 
mentioning  Oamaranui  at  all,  he  said,  "  Will  you 
go  up  and  see  these  two  ohie£i,  as  I  under- 
stand there  is  something  with  which  they  are 
dissatisfied ;  and  let  me  Imow  what  ia  soing  on." 
^.  Locke  wa9  nbsent  fit  the  time,  and  he  (Mr. 


Ormond)  did  not  get  an  answer  to  his  telegram 
before  he  left  for  Napier  three  days  afterwards. 
When  be  arrived  there,  he  met  Mr.  Ijocke  and 
asked  him,  "  Have  you  seen  these  people  ?"  He 
replied  "  Yes,"  and  in  reply  to.  further  ques- 
tions said  there  was  nothing  particular  going  on. 
Tareha  was  in  his  pa ;  there  was  nothing  parti- 
cular said ;  and  he  did  not  mention  anything 
about  Oamaranui :  so  that  this  disturbance,  which 
was  talked  of  in  Wellington,  was  not  heard  of  in 
the  district  where  it  was  said  to  have  taken  place. 
It  was  not  until  some  two  or  three  days  after- 
wards that  Mr.  Locke,  going  out  there,  found 
that  Oamaranui  was  creating  some  diaturbance 
among  the  Natives.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  state 
his  opinion — and  he  knew  it  was  a  correct  one — 
that  this  disturbance  had  been  fomented  entirely 
by  Europeans  who  professed  to  be  friends  of  the 
Natives.  Now,  what  did  take  place,  and  what 
foundation  was  there  for  the  statement  that  the 
Natives  were  up  in  arms?  Mr.  Locke  on  his 
second  visit  saw  both  Tareha  and  Benata,  and 
found  they  were  dissatisfied  and  wished  to  keep 
possession  of  the  block  in  dispute.  The  case  of 
this  land  had  been  referred  to  the  Supreme 
Court  and  to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  in  both 
cases  a  decision  was  given  against  them.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Natives  in  Napier  were 
appealing  yexj  largely  to  the  Courts  of  law,  and 
in  other  cases  much  more  important  judgments 
had  been  given  in  favour  of  the  Natives.  Well, 
Mr.  Locke  saw  Tareha  and  reasoned  with  him 
about  disputing  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  his  words  had  some  weight  with  Ta* 
reha,  but  he  did  not  altogether  concur.  He  said 
the  decision  was  unjust  to  the  Natives,  and  he  was 
dissatisfied.  The  other  chief,  Benata,  after  being . 
reasoned  with,  at  once  expressed  his  assent,  and 
said,  "  I  distinctly  recognize  the  fiiirness  of  what 
you  say  to  me.  Not  only  do  I  think  that  the 
course  taken  by  my  fellow  Natives  is  wrong,  but  I 
will  use  my  influence  tq  prevent  any  difficult 
arising  out  of  it.''  Now,  had  there  been  any 
armed  opposition,  as  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  was  pleased  to  say  there  had  been  ? 
A  day  or  two  after  Mr.  Locke  had  this  interview, 
the  Sheriff*  went  out,  ordered  by  the  Supreme 
Court  to  take  possession  of  the  land.  He  went 
out  with  an  interpreter  and  one  police-officer.  On 
arriving  at  the  ground,  he  found  no  persons  in 
arms  at  all.  He  found  about  fortv  Natives  sit- 
ting on  the  ground,  but  they  had  no  anns  or 
anything  of  the  kind.  They  were  headed  by 
Henare  Tomoana,  the  brother  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District.  Henare 
Tomoana  asked  what  they  wanted,  and  on  being 
told  he  said,  "  No — ^you  shall  not  have  the  lancL 
I  am  here  to  prevent  any  onegettine  possession  of 
it,  and  you  bad  better  go  home."  The  Sheriff  said 
he  would  not  go  home.  He  said  he  hoped  that 
they  would  consider  the  matter — that  they  were 
bound  to  obey  the  law ;  and  that  he  wanted  to 
cairy  out  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He 
waited  three  or  four  hours,  and,  as  the  Natives 
then  gave  the  same  answer,  he  returned  to  Napier. 
That  was  all  the  foundation  there  was  for  the 
statement  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thamee,  that  there  was   i^toed    ^resistance   i^ 
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Hswke's  Bay.   Had  the  Natiyet  not  been  encour- 
aged to  reiist  the  law,  they  would  hare  gone  off 
this  land    long  ago  ;    and  be    had    no    doubt 
that  before   yery   long   thej   would   go  off  the 
land.      He   trusted    the    Houee    would    agree 
that  the  Goyemment  were  taking  a  good  and 
judioioua  course  in  this  matter.    It  would  be  follj 
to  take  anj  hasty  measures  when  a  little  patience 
would  bring  about  safe  results.    He  was  sorry  to 
hear  the  honorable    member   for    the  Eastern 
Maori  Distriot  speak  in  the  way  he  had  to-night, 
because  he  had  been  among  the  Europeans  sufll- 
dently  long  to  know  that  injustice  sometimes  arose 
eyen  nom  the  actions  of  the  Supreme  Court  i  and 
he  knew  as  well  as  any  European  that  it  was  quite 
possible  to  get  the  worst  of  it  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  eyen  when  the  claimant  thought  or  knew 
that  he  was  right.    He  was  sorry,  therefore,  to 
hear  the  honorable  gentleman  make  the  speech 
he  did,  because  he  was  giving  yery  bad  adyice  in- 
deed to  his  people,  and  taking  a  course  which  he 
was  satisfied  would  not  commend  itself  to  them  in 
the  long  run.    He  thought  there  was  nothing  to 
be  alarmed  at  in  this  Oamaranui  affair  s  and  he 
thought  that  such  statements  as  had  been  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  coming 
from  a  gentleman  in  his  position,  were  only  cal- 
culated to  do  mischief  to  the  colony.     Another 
point  the  honorable  gentleman  mentioned  was 
with  reference  to  reserves  of  the  Natives  being 
ncriiloed  in  different  parts  of  the  colony.    Now, 
that  was  a  very  general  statement ;  and  if  he  did 
not  misunderstand  the  honorable  gentleman,  he 
referred  to  some  reserves  which  he  said  had  been 
acquired  by  his   honorable   friend   the   Native 
Minister.     If  he    did    not   misunderstand    the 
honorable  member^s  statement,  he  could  give  it 
the  most  absolute  contradiction.    His  honorable 
friend  Uio  Native  Minister   had  not  bought  a 
•ingle  acre  of  reserves ;  and  therefore  the  honor- 
able gentleman  ought  not  to  have  made  that 
■tatement.    The  honorable  member  also  spoke  of 
those  persons  in  the  North  Island  who  had  got 
large  estates  purchased  from  the  Natives,  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  often  spoke  of  them  as  per- 
sons to  be  neld  up  to  public  opprobrium. 
Sir  a.  QRET.— I  said  nothmg  of  the  kind. 
Mr.  OBMOND  had,  then,  misunderstood  the 
honorable  gentleman.    That  was  his  understand- 
ing ;  and  he  was  going  to  say — and  the  honorable 
gentleman  knew  it  as  well  as  anybody — that  those 
who  had  the  misfortune  to  purchase  lands  from 
the  Nativea  had  been  unfortunate  ones.     The 
fortunate  had  been  those  who  had  bought  from 
the  Crovrn.    In  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hun- 
dred, more  had  been  paid  for  the  land  bought 
from  the  Natives  than  that  bought  from  the 
Crown.    The  holding  had  been  more  unsatisfac- 
tory :  and  at  the  present  moment,  owing  to  the 
agitation  which  was  produced,  not  by  the  Native 
feeling,  but  by  the  teaching  of  our  own  jpeople, 
any  title  derived  from  the  Natives  had  an  im- 
mensely depreciated  value  as  compared  with  the 
titie  derived  directly  from  the  Crown.    If  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  not  made  that  state- 
ment now,  he  had  very  often  in  speeches  which 
he  had  delivered  to  the  House;  and  this  was  his 
{Mr.  Ormond's)  opinion,  and  would  be  the  opiA- 


ion  of  any  one  who  had  anything  to  do  with  land 
in  the  North  Island  as  a  Nortli  Island  settler. 
He  would  only  reply  to  one  part  of  the  speech 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East. 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  good  enough  to 
refer  generally  to  what  he  vras  pleased  to  caU  the 
wrong  transactions  of  settlers  in  Hawke's  Bay 
in  regard  to  land.  He  would  give  the  honorable 
gentleman  tliis  answer :  that  there  were  no  new 
cases  in  Hawke*s  Bay ;  that  these  cases  of  al- 
leged injustice  by  the  Europeans  to  the  Natives 
took  place  a  great  number  of  years  ago,  and  be- 
fore the  Commission  sat,  which  was  composed 
of  Judge  Bichmond,  Judge  Maning,  and  Na- 
tive Assessors.  Every  case  the  Natives  could 
bring  forward  was  at  that  time  inquired  into 
by  the  Court.  He  could  not  quote  the  exact 
words  of  Judge  Biohmond's  report ;  but  in  gene- 
ral terms  the  decision  of  the  Court  was  that  they 
were  unable  to  point  to  any  case  in  which  there 
was  unfairness.  In  the  great  majority  of  the 
cases  the  decision  of  the  Court  was  entirely  in 
favour  of  the  European  purchasers.  That  was 
the  best  answer  to  the  nonorable  gentleman's 
vague  charges,  which  were  unsupported  except  by 
his  own  assertions.  The  Committee  had  beard 
that  evening  from  one  of  the  Native  members  his 
opinion  as  to  the  Native  Assessors.  That  had 
been  answered,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  Premier, 
who  told  the  House  Irhen 'these  Assessors  were 
appointed,  and  that  very  few  had  been  appointed 
of  late  years.  He  would  merely  now  refer  to  the 
assertion  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern 
Bfaori  District  that  these  Assessors  were  people  of 
no  position.  He  did  not  know  the  names  of  the 
Assessors  in  many  districts,  but  he  had  in  his 
hand  a  list  of  those  in  the  Ngatiporou  tribe,  of 
which  he  knew  something.  He  found  there  the 
name  of  every  principal  chief  of  the  tribe  as  a 
Native  Assessor — ^men  infinitely  above  the  honor- 
able member,  both  in  position  and  everything 
else.  There  vras  Mokena  Eohere,  a  member  of 
the  Upper  House ;  Bopata  Whahawhaha,  the 
man  wuo  fought  so  nobly  on  our  side }  Hotene 
Fororangi,  the  honorable  member's  antagonist  for 
a  seat  in  the  House ;  Whikiriwhi,  another  chief 
from  the  East  Cape;  Henare  Potae,  and  some 
others — all  the  pnncipal  men  of  that  tribe.  In 
the  Taupo  District,  he  knew  of  Pohipi,  chief  of 
Taupo  i  Hohepa  Tamnmutu,  the  second  man  in 
the  district ;  and  Bawhiri  Euawhia.  He  did  not 
think  the  Natives  would  say  these  were  not  lead- 
ing men ;  and  no  doubt  the  same  thing  would  be 
found  in  running  down  the  list.  Therefore  the 
assertion  should  not  be  made  that  the  list  of 
Assessors  was  composed  of  persons  of  no  posi- 
tion, and  who  were  mere  hangers-on  of  the 
Government.  He  would  likeXo  have  said  some- 
thing more  upon  this  Native  question  generally, 
for  it  was  one  in  which  he  took  great  interest ; 
but  the  hour  was  late,  so  he  would  only  refer  to 
the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bod- 
ney,  which,  as  he  took  it,  was  that  this  vote  of 
£22,332  should  be  reduced  by  £10,000.  If  that 
proposition  were  carried,  it  would  sim^ymean 
that  these  Assessors  and  all  other  omoers  in 
the  Native  districts  should  bear  their  share  of 
the  reduction,  and,  aa  four  numUu  of  the  year 
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hftd  alreadj  passed,  that  the  Natire  Department 
should  be  got  rid  of  altogether.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose the  House  was  ready  to  take  that  course. 
The  Tuembers  had  generally  acknowledged  that 
there  was  evidence  of  retrenchment  in  this  de- 
partment, and  that  eridence  should  be  accepted 
by  the  House,  who  should  look  to  the  Gorem- 
mcnt  coming  down  each  year  with  a  gradual 
reduction  in  the  estimates.  The  House  had 
been  told  by  the  Premier  that  the  NatiTe 
Minister  intended  at  no  Tery  distant  date  to 
retire.  He  could  not  help  saying  that,  when 
Sir  Donald  McLean  did  retire,  he  would  leave 
a  position  which  it  would  be  very  hard  to  fill 
np.  He  was  not  going  to  ai^ue  the  question 
of  whether  that  honorable  genUeman's  policy 
was  the  best  or  not,  but  would  simply  say  it 
was  the  policy  which  the  colony  insisted  upon, 
and  Sir  Donald  McLean  was  put  into  offioe  to 
cany  it  out.  Tliat  gentleman  had  been  in 
office  a  great  many  years.  During  that  time 
the  colony  had  peace ;  and  if  he  left  it  now,  he 
would  leave  the  colony  in  a  very  different  position 
from  that  in  which  it  was  when  he  and  nis  col- 
leagues went  into  office.  He  had  often  thought 
that,  if  there  had  not  been  peace  in  the  country 
when  the  Public  Works  policy  was  in  progress, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  give  effect  to 
that  policy.  That  was  one  thing  which  should 
be  remembered  when  speaking  of  the  services  of 
the  Kative  Minister.  It  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  country  should  be  at  peace,  or  there 
would  have  been  little  hope  of  obtaining  money 
in  the  London  market.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  government  of  the  Native  Minister  had  been 
to  a  considerable  extent  a  personal  government ; 
but  the  House  selected  liim  because  he  had  that 
Influence  with  the  Native  people  which  made  him 
of  service,  and  necessary  to  the  colony.  It  was 
equally  certain  that,  whenever  his  retirement 
took  place,  that  sort  of  government  would  have 
to  be  abandoned,  because  no  one  else  in  the 
oolonv  could  take  np  the  position  which  Sir 
Donald  McLean  had  occupiea.  The  colony  was 
beginning  to  see  that  there  should  be  what  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  spoke  of  as  govern- 
ment of  the  Natives  by  the  orainary  laws  of  the 
eountry.  The  House,  in  wishing  to  pass  to  that 
change,  must  remember  that  it  was  passing  to 
something  which  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
introduce;  and  whoever  had  to  bring  it  about 
would  have  to  be  vety  careful  in  weaning  the 
Natives  from  a  state  in  which  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  seek  on  all  occasions  the  advice  of  a 
Minister,  who,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  Natives 
and  their  feelings,  was  able  to  speak  to  them  and 
influence  them  in  a  way  in  whicn  very  few  people 
in  the  country  could  do.  The  House  must  recog- 
nize that,  if  that  state  of  things  stopped,  it  would 
be  altogether  a  change  in  our  relations  with  the 
Natives,  and  it  was  a  question  whether  at  first 
there  might  not  be  very  considerable  discontent 
in  some  sections  of  the  Natives.  He  believed  it 
was  a  change  which  was  necessary  —  a  change 
which  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  country 
had  forced  upon  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
Mr.  JOYCB  had  listened  with  very  consider- 
able mtprise  to  the  direot  and  fist  denial  given 


by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  to  the  statement  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames.  Ho  listened  to  it  with  surprise 
and  pain,  because  both  thoee  honorable  gentlemen 
were,  in  his  mind,  equally  truthful,  and  must 
both  have  been  convinced  that  they  were  speaking 
what  they  felt  to  be  correct.  It  brought  to  his 
mind  that,  as  a  Southern  member,  he  knew 
nothing  of  these  matters,  but  that  the  chains 
made  against  the  Native  Minister  were  believed 
in  the  port  of  the  country  from  which  he  cnme. 
Being  anxious  to  obtain  some  information  on  the 
subject,  he  had,  when  he  first  came  up  to  the 
session,  drawn  up  a  notice  of  motion,  which,  how- 
ever, he  had  not  moved,  because  ho  tliought,  in 
his  inexperience,  that  the  return  he  wished  Xo 
obtain  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  one  to  give. 
He  would  read  what  he  had  written.  It  was  to 
move  for  a  return  **  showing  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  Native  land  transactions  in  which 
the  Native  Minister  has  or  has  had  a  pecuniary 
interest,  including  amounts  paid  or  to  Imb  paid  by 
way  of  consideration."  He  thought  the  opposite 
statements  which  they  had  heard  that  night 
would  suggest  the  desirability  of  some  such  re- 
turn being  prepared,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  pablic 
mind  either  one  way  or  the  other.  It  was,  per- 
haps, too  late  in  the  present  session  to  do  any- 
thing in  regard  to  the  matter,  but  some  steps 
might  be  taken  next  session. 

Sir  G-.  GRET  rose  to  make  a  personal  expla- 
nation. He  thought  the  honorable  member  for 
Clive  had  sufficiently  proved  that  there  were 
armed  men  at  Hawke  s  Bay.  Anybody  who 
knew  anything  about  Maoris  must  have  known 
that  those  for^  Maoris  had  their  arms  concealed 
about  them.  The  honorable  gentleman  had 
altogether  diverted  the  attention  of  the  House 
from  what  he  had  said  with  regard  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  by  officers  of  the  General 
Government.  He  hod  gone  off  into  the  question 
of  purchases  by  Europeans  generally.  He  (Sir 
George  Ghey)  had  not  raised  that  question  at  all. 
The  nonorable  gentleman  know  perfectly  well 
that  the  Native  Minister  and  other  Government 
officers  had  made  larae  purchases  of  land  ftom 
the  Natives,  and  he  had  made  a  play  upon  the 
word  reserves,  which  he  (Sir  Gheorge  Gbey)  could 
not  quite  understand,  llie  honorable  gentleman 
could  not  deny  that  those  gentlemen  had  pur- 
chased estates  which  had  been  reserved  for  the 
Natives  there.  The  Native  Minister  had  ad- 
mitted it  himself. 

Mr.  BICHAEDSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Sir  G.  GEET.— He  was  really  surprised  to 
hear  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  say  mat.  He 
thought  it  was  dreadful  that  the  affiiirs  of  the 
country  should  rest  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
could  see  no  harm  in  men  who  had  the  power 
vested  in  them  (A  spending  largo  amounts  of 
public  money,  men  who  were  vested  with  the 
mfiuence  which  their  offices  save  them,  men  who 
were  bound  to  look  after  the  interesta  of  the 
Natives,  purchasing  land  from  the  Natives  He 
was  certain  that,  whatever  the  feeling  of  the 
Ministers  might  be  now,  the  verdict  of  posterity 
and  of  all  ri^^ht-thinking  men  of  the  present  time 
must  be  against  transactions  of  that  nature. 
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Mr.  TAKAMOAKA  rose  to  explain  a  question 
which  had  been  atked  bir  the  honorable  member 
for  Clire.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  quite 
right  in  referring  to  the  matter;  but  let  the 
honorable  member  tell  the  House  all  about  it. 
He  was  the  person  who  was  returned  for  Napier. 
He  (Mr.  Takamoana)  had  reoeired  telegrams 
telling  the  Natires  to  leare  that  land  and  go  to 
another  place.  The  Goremment  said  that  if  the 
Natives  did  not  go,  thej  would  send  soldiers  to 
drire  them  awaj.  It  was  true  that  Henare  Tomo- 
ana  said  he  would  not  be  afraid,  but  that  if  the 
soldiers  went  up  he  would  fire  upon  them.  In 
fikot,  Henare  Tomoana  said,  "  Let  this  place  be 
for  the  NatiTes."  That  telegram  had  been  shown 
by  Major  Kemp  to  Sir  Donald  McLean,  and  he 
had  shown  it  to  Sir  George  Qrey.  That  was  all 
he  had  to  say  about  what  the  strange  member 
asked  him.  He  would  now  refer  to  what  the 
Premier  had  said.  The  Premier  had  said  that  he 
was  mistaken  in  accusine  the  Assessors  of  igno- 
rance ;  but  he  did  not  refer  to  the  whole  of  them. 
Some  of  them  were  persons  of  low  degree,  who 
were  not  able  to  take  their  part  either  in  fighting 
or  in  business  of  any  kind.  They  were  not  able 
to  do  anything  at  the  time  of  fighting  in  Napier 
in  the  way  of  puttins  a  stop  to  it.  He  found  that 
Tiareha,  who  had  been  appoiDted  an  Assessor 
by  Sir  George  Grey  and  sir  Donald  McLean, 
had  sold  all  tbe  lands  that  had  been  reserved 
for  his  people  to  the  Natiye  Minister;  in  fact, 
all  the  lands  belonging  to  Tareha's  tribe  were 
in  the  possession  of  Sir  Donald  McLean,  and 
Tareha  had  no  land  left.  The  reserves  had 
all  been  made  in  the  first  instance  in  the  name 
of  Tareha  on  behalf  of  his  tribe.  They  were 
Crown-granted  to  him,  and  Sir  Donald  McLean 
liad  bought  them.  Therefore  he  said  that  such  a 
person  as  this  was  iffnorant.  If  he  had  been  a 
chief,  he  would  not  haye  allowed  himself  to  be 
placed  in  a  subordinate  position  to  Bir  Donald 
JfcLean.  He  (Mr.  Takamoana)  was  taken  away 
by  Sir  Donald  McLean,  and  they  were  to  go 
ronnd  the  colony.  They  went  to  Wanganui  and 
Hangitikei ;  but  he  saw  that  that  was  an  ignorant 
mode  of  proceeding,  and  he  did  not  stop  with 
lum,  but  went  home  again ;  and  it  was  when  he 

?>t  home  that  what  he  had  referred  to  took  place, 
hat  was  all  he  had  to  say  with  reference  to  the 
statement  of  the  Premier.  He  would  not  refer 
to  what  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Clire.  It  was  not  he  alone  who  objected  to 
him.  He  was  objected  to  senerally  by  all  the 
people  in  the  district.  He  (Mr.  Taumoana)  had 
some  land  which  was  leased  to  Mr.  Ormond,  and 
the  lease  was  dealt  wrongly  with — in  such  a  way 
as  to  do  him  harm.  There  were  plenty  of  people 
at  enmity  with  that  gentleman  on  account  of  the 
lands  which  he  had.  It  was  through  the  im- 
proper purchase  of  the  land  that  Mr.  Sutton 
went  to  drive  the  Maoris  away,  and  the  latter 
were  given  so  many  months'  notice  to  dear  off*. 
When  the  time  of  the  notice  expired,  Mr.  Sutton 
went  to  drire  the  people— about  thirty  in  num- 
ber— away,  and  he  (Mr.  Takamoana)  saw  him, 
and  spoke  to  liim,  and  suggested  that  he  should 
go  back.  He  told  Mr.  Sutton  that,  though  he 
might  read  out  his  deeds  and  leases,  hh  would 


take  no  notice  of  them,  and  that,  though  the 
Court  might  hare  decided  about  the  Umd,  he 
would  not  gire  it  up.  He  told  Mr.  Sutton,  "  Qto 
and  take  the  people  and  kill  them;  for  until 
you  have  done  that  you  will  not  have  the  land." 
On  the  following  day  he  went  to  Naoier,  and  told 
Mr.  Ormond  what  had  taken  place  oetween  BCr. 
Suttx>n  and  himself;  and  he  tfterwards  saw  Mr. 
Gillies,  the  then  Superintendent  of  Auckland, 
and  spoke  to  him  about  it  also.  He  did  not 
know  when  the  case  was  taken  into  the  Supreme 
Court  first,  but  he  told  Mr.  Bussell  ana  Mr. 
Gillies  that  if  he  had  known  it  was  to  be  taken 
into  the  Court  he  would  not  hare  agre^  to  it. 
He  was  led  to  beUere  that  the  land  in  question 
belonged  to  him  and  his  tribe.  Afterwards  the 
Supreme  Court  was  had  recourse  to.  He  did  not 
behere  in  the  Land  Court,  becaose  the  laws  of 
that  Court  were  not  satisfiK^toiy  to  him.  As  for 
the  Supreme  Court,  he  could  not  understand  it. 
He  could  not  understand  the  compositiou  of  the 
Courts,  or  the  laws  which  regulated  them.  He 
did  not  know  about  that;  but  his  land  was  all 
gone ;  and  the  reason  he  had  not  had  recourse  to 
the  Supreme  Court  but  had  come  to  Parliament, 
was  to  try  and  get  it  back.  He  would  leare  only 
those  on  the  land  who  had  purchased  fairiy ;  but 
those  who  had  robbed  him  he  would  not  leare 
there.  He  would  rather  be  killed  on  the  land 
than  have  it  taken  from  him  altogether.  If  any 
stranger  came  there  to  see  the  country,  they  would 
ask,  "  Where  is  the  land  of  the  Maori  ?"  Let  all 
who  heard  him  go  and  see  the  land  there  was 
left.  The  Native  Minister  said  formerly  that 
there  were  so  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
acres  in  Hawke's  Bay.  At  that  time  he  said  it 
was  not  true.  There  was  no  land.  He  had  re* 
ferred  to  this  matter  to-night  because  he  had 
heard  that  Mr.  Locke  and  ]£r.  Hamlin  were  try- 
ing to  get  these  Natives  to  go  off  that  land.  The 
Maoris  say  they  have  only  one  word— and  that 
was,  that  the  place  shall  be  their  grave.  They 
will  be  killed  there  ;  they  will  not  walk  off  the 
land.  That  was  why  he  had  referred  to  the 
matter  to-night. 

Mr.  TAIABOA  irished  to  say  a  few  words,  be- 
cause the  matter  had  become  somewhat  confused 
on  account  of  the  land  question  being  introduced 
into  it.  The  question  before  the  Committee  was 
as  to  the  salaries  of  the  Magistrates  and  Assessors, 
and  the  money  to  be  yoted  for  them.  He  heard 
about  this  Napier  affair  before  he  went  to  Olago, 
and  was  told  about  it  by  Karaitiana  and  Mi^or 
Kemp.  They  then  agreed  to  go  and  see  the 
Native  Minister,  to  prevent  the  Europeans  going 
on  the  land.  They  asked  the  Under  Secretaire  to 
appoint  a  time  when  they  could  have  an  interview, 
and  they  heard  on  the  same  day  that  the  Native 
Minister  had  been  taken  ill.  About  the  same 
time  he  went  to  Otago,  and  he  thought  that  per- 
haps the  matter  would  bo  settled  while  he  was 
away  ;  but  he  thought  now  that  some  time  ought 
to  bo  given  during  this  session,  when  the  whole 
subject  mi^ht  be  gone  into.  It  was  not  right  to 
introduce  it  to-night,  as  the  hour  was  late.  They 
should,  as  he  suggested,  appoint  a  special  time  for 
discussing  the  matter,  so  that  everybody  could 
take  a  part  in  it.    As  to  the  Native  Assessors,  the 
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honorable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District 
said  tbe  Assessors  appointed  by  the  Gk>Temment 
were  ignorant  and  of  no  account.  The  honorable 
member  did  not  refer  particularly  to  the  Assessors 
in  his  own  district,  but  to  all  Anessors.  Now  he 
(Mr.  Taiaroa)  knew  that  all  the  Assessors  that 
had  been  appointed  hj  the  GoTemment  from  the 
Ngapuhi  bad  been  selected  bj  their  chiefs  from 
the  respective  hapus ;  and  all  the  Assessors  that 
liad  been  appointed  in  the  North,  from  the  North 
Gape  to  Auckland,  were  chiefs.  Very  few  people 
of  inferior  degree  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Qoyemment.  Tlie  Assessors  at  Waikato  and 
Thames,  Major  Te  Wheoro  and  Taipari,  those  at 
Wanganui,  Major  Kemp  and  others,  were  chiefs. 
There  were  none  higher  in  rank  than  they  were ; 
and  those  at  Napier,  Tareba  and  Benata,  were 
also  chiefs.  But  these  people  were  not  ap- 
pointed by  the  present  Native  Minister.  They 
were  appointed  by  previous  Administrations  and 
by  Sir  G-.  Grey.  Most  of  the  Assessors  in  the 
Middle  Island  were'  appointed  before  Sir  Donald 
McLean  became  Native  Minister,  and  others  he 
(Mr.  Taiaroa)  had  got  appointed  since  he  had  been 
in  Parliament.  The  great  bulk  of  the  Asseaeors 
were  appointed  long  ago  ;  they  were  people  who 
bad  a  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  their  hapus, 
hut  they  were  not  supposed  to  have  a  great 
amount  of  information  about  other  matters  out- 
side. People  wanted  to  know  what  these  Asses- 
sors did.  They  did  a  great  deal  of  good  which 
could  not  be  done  by  European  Magistrates. 
They  settled  a  great  many  disputes  among 
themselves  in  their  own  runangas.  He  was 
not  in  a  position  to  say  what  they  had  been 
able  to  do  in  putting  down  fighting,  because 
each  l^pu  had  different  laws.  Neither  were  they 
in  the  position  of  Europeans,  who  have  only 
one  head,  the  Queen  and  'the  Parliament ;  each 
tribe  was  subject  to  its  own  laws,  and  every 
one  knew  that  disputes  amongst  the  Natives 
could  not  be  settled  if  the  Assessors  were  done 
away  with.  He  hoped  the  votes  would  be  passed 
as  they  stood,  and  the  question  of  the  creation  of 
a  Maori  province  left  open  for  discussion.  Ho 
believed  with  the  honorable  member  for  Avon 
that  the  Maoris  would  not  beoome  one  with  the 
Europeans.  He  had  seen  that  firom  his  vouth 
up.  Me  hoped  no  further  reference  would  be 
made  to  these  Napier  disputes,  because  that 
was  not  a  convenient  time.  The  discussion  had 
already  become  so  confused  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  settle  it.  Some  talked  about  Magistrates, 
others  about  schools,  others  about  this  Naj^ier 
dispute.  He  did  not  wish  to  put  the  Napier 
dispute  on  one  side,  but  merely  suggested  that 
that  was  not  a  proper  time  to  discuss  it.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  pass  the  vote  for  the 
Assessors. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the;^  had  spent  several 
hours  in  discussing  the  question ;  and  if  it  was  de- 
sired that  he  shoiud  reply  to  the  arguments  that 
night,  ho  must  not  be  asked  to  confine  himself 
strictly  to  the  question  before  the  Committee. 
The  debate  had  assumed  enlarged  dimensions,  and 
now  involved  the  Native  policy  of  the  Gt)vern- 
ment.  He  was  not  surprised  at  the  discussion 
taking  that  turn,  because  up  to  the  present  time 


no  opportunity  had  beennifiTorded  to  discuss  that 
subject.  The  Native  Lands  Bill  had  been  with- 
drawn, and  he  knew  of  no  other  opportunity  tiiat 
would  present  itself  to  discuss  the  matter.  Many 
other  members  wished  to  take  part  in  the  discus- 
sion, and  he  trusted  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  estimates  would  allow  the  matter 
to  stand  over.  One  did  not  like  to  attack  a  man 
behind  his  back,  and  therefore  he  refrained  from 
making  the  more  direct  reference  to  the  state 
of  Native  affiiirs,  which  he  should  have  done  in 
that  honorable  member's  presence.  He  should 
liave  an  opportunity  of  speaking  on  tho  questions 
raised  in  this  discussion;  and  in  all  furness  be 
would  ask  that  the  Chairman  report  pn^gress,  and 
that  the  discussion  be  resumed  in  the  afternoon. 
He  would  promise  not  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee  needlessly,  or  offer  any  obstruction. 
He  would  abide  by  the  decision  to  which  the 
Committee  might  arrive.  He  did  not  think  it 
fair  to  be  asked  to  continue  the  discussion  at  that 
hour  of  the  morning. 

Major  ATKINSON  had  no  objection  to  pro- 
mss  being  reported.  He  would  suggest  that  the 
Committee  might  now  come  to  a  decision  on  this 
vote,  and  continue  the  discussion  on  the  item 
for  Native  schools,  or  other  items.  He  presumed 
his  honorable  friend  did  not  wish  to  press  the 
amendment  to  reduce  the  item  by  £10,000. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  ask  leave  to  proDose 
that  the  departmental  expenditure  be  reduced  by 
£5,000,  and  that  it  should  be  added  to  the  item 
for  Native  schools.  He  thought  that  progress 
might  now  be  reported,  and  the  debate  be  re- 
sumed in  the  afternoon. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  not  object  to  pro- 
gress being  reported. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  amounted  at  ten  minutes  to  three 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuetdoif,  17th  October,  1876. 

First  Beading^--Seoond  Beading— Public  Works  Bill-- 
Debton  and  Creditors  BiU— Ooanties  BiU— AocUand 
ProTindal  Goimoil  Library  BiU— Bluff  Harbonr  Board 
BiU.  

The  Hon.  the  Svhaxxr  took  the  ohair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pratbbs. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
The  Little  Biver  Lands  Bill. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
The  Palmerston  Athenseum  Bill. 

PUBLIC  W0BK8  BILL 
^  On  the  motion,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  said  that,  if  tho 
Colonial  Secretary  did  not  think  that  the  delsj  of 
a  daj  would  be  injurious  to  the  BiUj  he  would 
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like  to  hare  it  recommitted  for  the  purpose  of 
alterini;  one  of  the  drainage  claaees.  As  the  Bill 
stood,  it  declared  that  ^1  streams  and  water- 
oonrses  were  to  be  public  drains.  Now,  a  drain 
was  a  stream  of  water  into  which,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  all  sorts  of  filth  were  discliarged,  and 
which  was  used  as  a  common  sewer :  in  fact,  in 
common  language,  it  was  identical  with  a  sewer. 
That  was  what  they  had  declared  all  streams  to 
be  which  were  not  nangable.  He  would  desire, 
if  the  Bill  could  be  recommitted,  to  insert  after 
the  word  "  narigable "  the  words  "  any  CoHnty 
Council  or  Municipality  haying  giTcn  special 
public  notice  that  tney  intend  to  take  charge  of 
and  use  the  same." 

•The  Hon.  Br.  POLLEN  thought  it  was 
desirable  that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  third 
time.  It  would  have  to  undergo  careful  rerision 
by  the  Ghyremment,  and  by  the  draftsman  by 
whom  i(  was  prepared,  and  would  also  hare  to 
TCoeiTe  full  consideration  in  another  place.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  give  him  the 
terms  of  his  amendment,  he  would  see  that,  after 
what  had  passed,  his  yiew  of  the  case  would  be 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  QoTcm- 


Bin  read  a  third  time. 

DEBTORS  AND  OEBDITOBS  BILL. 
This  Bill   was   further   considered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Clause  4.— Interpretation. 
The  fion.  Mr.  HABT  mored,  That  the  follow- 
ing words  be  inserted  at  the  end  of  the  clause : — 
"'Trustee'  shall  mean  Official  Trustee,  or  the 
cveditors'  tnistee,  as  tito  case  may  be." 

Question  put,  '*That  the  words  propowd  to  be 
added  be  so  added ;"  upon  which  a  airision  was 
oaDed  for,  with  the  following  result :— 

Ayes        12 

Noes        10 


Majority  for 


2 

A». 

Mr.  Q-.  B.  Johnson, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Fharazyn, 
Mr.  Bhodes, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 
Nos8. 

Mr.  Faterson, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
ICr.  Bobinson, 
Mr.  BuBsell, 
Mr.  Stokes. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  Bonar, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Hohnes, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Mensies, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  carried,  and 
the  dause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

The  Bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  third  reading  fixed  for 
IViday  next. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  14. — Creation  of  new  counties. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  mored.  That  between 
tiM  words  '* counties"  and  ''shall"  the  following 


words  be  inserted :  "  not  being  less  than  200,000 
acres  in  extent,  or  containing  not  less  than  1,000 
inhabitants." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  mored  as  an 
amendment  on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall's  amendment, 
That  the  words  "  200,000  acres "  be  struck  out, 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  words  *'250 
square  miles. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  pfroposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  amendment;"  upon 
which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         12 

Noes        U 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Acland, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 


Atv. 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Hart., 

Mr.  G-.  B.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Mensies, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Bhodes. 
Nou. 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Bichardsooy 

Mr.  Bobinson, 

Mr.  Stokes, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 


Mr,  Campbell, 
Dr.  Qrace, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Nurse, 

The  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson  waa 
consequently  n^gatired. 

The  Hon.  BCr.  HALL  mored.  That  the  woidf 
"or  containing  not  less  than  1,000  inhabitants  " 
be  struck  ou^  with  the  riew  of  inserting  the 
words  "nor  containing  less  than  100  ratepayers." 
Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  amendment;"  upon 
which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow 
ing  result  :— 

Ayes         4 

Noes         19 


Minority  against... 


16 


Mr.  Campbell, 
Captain  Fraser, 


Am. 

ILieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Sir  J.  L.  C.  Bichardson. 
Nov. 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Pharasyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Bussell, 
Mr.  Scotland, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Qt.  B.  Johnson, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  carried. 
Question  put,  **  That  the  amendment  as  amended 
be  agreed  to ;"  upon  which  a  dirision  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         6 

Minority  for        9 


870 


ehutOkiBiJl 
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Atbs. 
Mr.  Acland,  liCr.  (3t,  B.  Johnson, 

Colonel  Brett,  Mr,  Lahminn, 

Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Menziet, 

Mr.  Chamberlin,  Mr.  PharuTn, 

Mr.  BdwardB,  Mr.  Bueaell, 

Dr.  Grace,  Mr.  Stokes, 

Mr.  Hall,  Colonel  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Kqb8. 
Mr.  Bouar,  Lieat.-Colonel  Kenny, 

Captain  Fraser,  Br.  Pollen, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston,  Mr.  Scotland. 

The  original  amendment  as  amended  was  con- 
seqnentlj  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leare  giTen  to  sit 
again. 

The  Hon.  Br.  POLLEN  mored.  That  the 
sdbiedale  of  the  Counties  Bill  be  reAsrred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee; 
and  that  it  be  made  an  instraction  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  report  to  the  Coandl,  in  case  any 
change  of  boundaries  is  recommended  to  be  made, 
the  eyidence,  if  any,  siTcn,  and  the  reasons  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  render  such 
change  desirable  or  neoesswrr. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIBS  said  that,  in  a 
matter  inTolving  certain  political  boundaries  in  a 
schedule  proposed  by  the  Qoyerament,  and  maps 
which,  perhaps,  could  not  be  considered  as  part 
of  the  Act,  out  were,  at  all  eyents,  connected 
with  and  explanatory  of  the,  schedule,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  G-oyemment  was  responsible  for 
the  accuracy  of  the  schedule,  and  that  the  Council 
might  be  satisfied  with  that.  It  was  quite  a  dif- 
ferent matter  from  agreeins  to  reserye  certain  lands 
which  had  been  suryeye^  and  the  boundaries  of 
which  could  be  accurately  yerified,  or  agreeing  to 
alter  the  destination  of  a  reserye,  or  agreeing  that 
certain  resenres  should  be  conyeyed  in  a  certain 
manner,  or  agreeing  generally  with  lands  the 
exact  position  of  whicli  could  be  actually  yerified. 
This  was  quite  a  different  case.  These  were 
simply  political  boundaries  ;  and  if  they  were  to 
judge  of  the  character  of  the  boundaries  as  shown 
on  the  map — if  the  lines  were  drawn  on  the  same 
scale  as  on  the  map — they  must  be  something 
like  half  a  mile  wide.  They  were  content  with 
the  general  indications ;  and  he  did  not  see  any 
One  thing  that  could  be  discussed  with  more 
advantage  in  a  Committee  than  in  the  whole 
House.  He  was  quite  certain  that,  whaterer  deci- 
sion the  Waste  Lands  Committee  might  arriye  at 
in  the  case  of  the  disputed  boundaries,  the  whole 
matter  would  hare  to  be  fought  over  again.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  refer  the 
schedules  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  ventured  to  assure 
the  Council  that  it  was  not  with  the  yiew  of 
avoiding  any  responsibility  that  he  had  taken 
the  course  he  now  took.  His  object  was  to 
save  the  time  of  the  Council,  and  to  arrive 
at  some  definite  conclusion  as  to  the  need  for 
any  changes,  and  to  have  the  reasons  for 
those  changes  submitted  to  the  Council.  He 
understood  that  there  were  some  alterations  of 
boundaries  which,  having  been  made  in  error,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  rectify,  and  about  which 


there  could  be  no  dilute.  A  qneatlon  of  that 
kind  could  be  settled  veiy  easily  and  quietly,  and 
with  mudh  sreater  security  in  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  than  by  disouasiona  in  the  Council 
Where  there  was  a  desire  on  the  part  of  any 
member  to  alter  the  form  of  sohadule  indicating 
the  extent  of  any  of  the  exiatiiig  counties,  it 
would  be  competent  for  him  to  appear  before  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  siye  leasons  why 
it  was  desirable  the  change  shoiud  be  made. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONJuEt  would  offer  no  oppo* 
sition  to  referring  this  schedule  to  the  Wasts 
Lands  Committee ;  but  he  feared  that,  notwith- 
standing the  examination  by  that  Committee— 
which,  after  all,  was  only  a  small  aection  of  ths 
Council — the  same  battie  which  wste  fought  in 
the  Committee  would  require  to  be  contested 
again  in  the  Council,  and  possibly  there  would 
not  be  so  much  difficulty  remoyed  as  mm  ex* 
pected. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

AUCKLAND  PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL 
LIBRARY  BILL. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBEBLIN,  in  moying 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  of  a 
very  simple  character.    Its  object  was  to  oonserve 
the  library  belonging  to  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Auckland.    That  Itbraiy  had  been  skccumulating 
for  many  years,  and  had  cost  about  £2,500,  the 
number  of  books  it  contained  being  about  3,000. 
It  was  intended  to  appoint  trustees,  and  that  the 
library  should  be  deposited  in  the  custody  of 
certain  persons  named  in  the  Bill,  until  such  time 
as  it  oould  be  transferred  t^  the  goyeminf;  body 
of  the  City  of  Auckland,  under  the  proyisions  of 
"The  Public  Libraries  Act,  18G9."     He  was  in- 
formed, by  the  gentleman  whose  name  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Bil^  that  the  Government  had  pro- 
mised to  pay  a  librarian  for  twelve  months  to 
take  care  of  the  books,  and  also  that  the  Post- 
master-General had  consented  not  to  disturb  it 
until  the  end  of  next  session,  but  to  allow  the 
library  to  remain  in  the  present  Provincial  Coun- 
cil building  until  that  time.    The  trustees  pro- 
posed to  be  appointed  included  Sir  George  Grey — 
he  presumed  on  account  of  his  being  Superinten- 
dent— the  Mayor  of  Auckland  for  the  time  beingi 
and  other  gentlemen,  who  were  selected  as  trus- 
tees because  they  were  members  of  the  Library 
Committee  of  the  Provincial  Council.    After  con- 
sulting with  Mr.  O'Rorke,  he  proposed  to  amend 
clause  8,  which  he  thought  the  Council  might 
object  to  as  it  stood.    He  would  alter  the  clause 
so  that  as  soon  as  the  provisions  of  "The  Public 
Libraries  Act,  1869,"  were  adopted  for  the  city 
of  Auckland  and  a  library  rate  levied,  it  should 
be  compulsory  upon  the  trustees  to  transfer  the 
library  to  the  public,  and  not  optional.    He  had 
heard  that  a  desire  existed  on  the  part  of  the 
members  of  the  Auckland    Institute  that  this 
library  should  be  handed  over  to  that  body.    As 
far  as  he  was  personally  ooncemed  he  would  be 
very  glad  to  see  that  done ;  but  he  thought  tbst, 
as  the  library  had  been  formed  out  of  the  public 
funds  of  the  Province  of  Auckland,  the  public 
should  have  the  benefit  of  it.    If  it  were  put  into 
the  Museum  of  the  Auckland  Institute  it  would 
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of  oourso  nol  be  a  public  libmiy,  for  more  reasoos 
than  QUO.  In  the  first  inetanoe,  the  building  waa 
not  largo  enougli  for  a  public  library,  nor  was  the 
situation  suitable ;  otherwise  he  would  be  ^lad  to 
see  the  library  there.  He  had  no  interest  in  this 
Bill,  but,  haTing  been  asked  to  take  charge  of  it, 
he  would  be  glad  to  see  it  carried,  and  hoped  the 
Cooucil  would  consent  to  it. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  sorry  he  wm  not 
able  to  gife  hie  honorable  friend  his  support  on 
this  occasion.  Honorable  gentlemen  would  re* 
member  thai  the  Education  Board  Bill  which 
was  passed  by  the  Ckmneil  a  few  days  ago,  con- 
tained a  general  proTision  for  the  care  and  diarge 
of  prorincial  libraries  and  institutions  of  a  cognate 
character,  pending  further  legislation  of  acompre- 
hensiye  nature  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
them.  The  clause  was  the  last  one  in  that  Bill, 
and  was  as  follows : — 

*'  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  QoTcmor,  if  he 
shall  think  fit,  to  place  temporarily  under  the 
charge  and  control  of  any  Board  any  public 
library,  mechanics'  institute,  museum,  or  educa- 
tional institution  of  a  like  character,  for  the  ad- 
ministration oi  which  no  adequate  piOTision  has 
been  made." 

The  Pronneial  Coancil  Library  of  Auckland 
was  not  the  only  <me  which  was  required  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  Legislature  in  the  future. 
This  prorision  was  in  the  meantime,  he  thought, 
and  he  hoped  the  Ck>uncil  would  also  think,  quite 
sufficient  If  there  were  any  occasion  for  excep- 
tional dealing  with  the  Council  Library  of  Auck- 
land, he  was  of  opinion  that  the  mode  of  dealing 
with  it  proposed  in  this  Bill  was,  of  all  others, 
the  worst,  and  he  would  giTC  his  reasons  presently 
lor  that  opinion.  This  Ubrary,  which  was  a  very 
▼aloable  one,  oomprising  works  of  reference  and 
etandard  works,  had  cost  a  very  laroe  sum  of 
money.  It  belonged  to  the  people  of  the  Fro- 
▼inoe  of  Auckland,  and  this  BUI  proposed  in  effect 
to  gire  to  a  small  section  of  that  people  that 
which  belonged  to  the  whole.  It  was  not  neoes- 
mxy  to  hare  any  partioolar  knowledge  of  the  Pro- 
yince  of  Auckland  for  any  one,  on  looking  at  this 
Bill,  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  proposed  Board, 
or  whaterer  it  was  called,  was  a  political  party 
Board ;  and  that,  so  &r  from  providing  for  the 
wants,  or  the  wishes,  or  the  possible  ne^s  of  the 
people  of  Auckland,  the  practical  result  of  such  a 
Bill  as  this  would  be  to  place  in  the  hands  of  a 
section  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  Auckland  that 
which  belonged  to  the  people  of  tho  whole  pro- 
yince.  All  the  names  on  the  proposed  Board 
were  those  of  men  of  extreme  and  most  pro- 
nounced party  opinions.  It  would  be  a  very 
great  mistake  to  suppose  that  opinions  formu- 
lated by  mob  orators,  for  noisy  public  meetings 
paeked  to  indorse  them,  represented  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  Auckland,  or  that  those 
men  who  were  leaders  in  such  proceedings  were 
the  representatire  men  of  that  proyince.  There 
ia  the  still  small  yoioe  of  pubhc  conscience  and 
common  sense  amongst  the  people  of  Auckland, 
which  will  make  itself  heard  in  the  right  time. 
At  present  the  sounding  brass  drowned  it,  and  it 
waa  iaandible  ia  the  din ;  but  if  any  one  supposed 
that  it  had  no  •ziatenoe,  they  would  be  greatly 


deceiyed.  He  thought  that  no  greater  wrong 
could  be  done  to  the  people  of  Auckland  than  to 
make  such  a  body  as  was  here  proposed  to  be 
constituted  the  depositaries  of  the  Proyindal 
Library.  He  held  m  his  hand  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  on  behalf  of  the  Auck- 
land Institute,  ofi^ering  to  take  charge  of  this 
library.    The  letter  was  as  follows : — 

"  Auckland  Institute,  Auckland, 
"7th  October,  1876. 

"  Sib,— I  am  directed,  by  the  Council  of  the 
Auckland  Institute^  to  snagest  to  you  the  desira* 
bility  of  transferring  to  the  Institute  the  librai;y 
of  the  Auckland  Proyincial  Council,  shortly  to 
become  the  property  of  the  Oeneral  GJoyemment* 

"  Assuming  that  the  library  will  not  be  broken 
up,  but  will  remain  in  its  entirety,  in  Auckland^ 
aa  there  dan  be  no  question  it  should  do,  the 
Council  of  the  Institute  consider  that  they  have 
the  best  claim  to  it,  for  the  following  reasons  :** 
Since  the  establishment  of  the  Institute  in  186S^ 
a  free  public  libraiy  has  been  maintained  in  con* 
nection  with  it,  being  the  only  one  in  Auckland ; 
and  although,  firom  want  of  funds,  it  has  not  been 
made  so  extensiye  as  the  Council  could  have 
wished,  yet  it  has  been  considerably  increased  of 
late  years.  The  completion  of  the  new  Institute 
and  Museum  buildings  places  the  Institute  in  a 
position  to  proyide  secure  and  ample  aooommo- 
dation  in  a  yery  suitable  locality. 

"  Should  the  Ubrary  be  granted  to  the  Institute, 
the  Council  would  engage  that  it  should  be  kept, 
together  with  their  own,  as  a  free  public  library 
for  the  inhabitants  of  Auckland,  available  for  use 
without  fee  or  charge. 

"The  necessity  existing  for  a  free  library  in 
Auckland  has  long  been  evident  i  and  as  no  insti- 
tution in  the  city  has  equal  fiksilities  with  the 
Institute  for  carrying  out  the  work,  the  Council 
trust  that  the  Government  will  take  this  request 
into  their  favourable  consideration. 
"I  have,  Ac, 

"J.  F.  Chresxhah, 
"  Secretary. 

"The  Hon.  Colonial  Secretary,  Wellington." 

A  building  had  recently  been  erected  u  one  of 
the  best  streets  of  Auckland  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Auckland  Institute,  which  would  be  a  credit 
to  any  city  in  the  colony.  This  buildin||(  had  bem 
erected  chiefly  by  the  munificent  contnbuttons  of 
the  citixens  of  Auckland,  more  than  one  of  whom 
had  given  £600  aa  his  gift  towards  the  build- 
ing. The  Council  of  the  Institute  had  enrolled 
amongst  its  members  the  names  of  such  men  as 
Mr.  Justice  Gillies,  Mr.  Firth,  Mr.  Heale,  Colonel 
Haultain,  and  others  well  known  in  science  in 
Auckland,  or  distinguished  by  their  seal  in  the 
cause  of  public  instruction.  If  any  change  were 
required  to  be  made  outside  of  the  legislative  pro* 
vision  which  had  already  been  made  in  Uie  "Edu* 
cation  Boards  Bill,  he  was  of  opinion  that  such  a 
proposal  aa  was  made  in  the  letter  just  read,  to 
devote  at  once  these  hooka  to  the  purposes  of  a 
free  library,  under  the  auspices  of  the  institute, 
was  one  that  would  commend  itself  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  Government  and  to  the  approval  of 
the  CounciL  But  the  Government  at  present  did 
not  propose  to  travel  outside  the  provision  whidh 
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liad  alrrad J  been  made  for  the  care  of  these  libra- 
ries ;  and  until  some  other  mode  of  dealing  with 
a  question  so  broad  and  general  had  been  arrired 
at,  th^  proposed  to  leave  these  Frorincial  Council 
libraries — the  Auckland  library  amongst  the  num- 
ber—in charge  of  the  Education  Boards  in  the 
sereral  prorincial  districts.  He  hoped  he  had 
giren  the  Council  sufficient  reasons  for  not  pro- 
ceeding further  with  this  Bill;  and  he  would 
conclude  bjr  moring,  That  it  be  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
*  •The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBEBLIN  was  aston- 
ished and  sorry  that  the  Colonial  {Secretary  should 
make  a  political  matter  out  of  this :  he  was  per- 
fectly astounded.  However,  he  supposed  that 
might  to  a  certain  extent  be  expected,  for  poli- 
t'cs,  this  session,  were  running  reiy  high.  With 
legard  to  the  library  not  being  devoted  to  the 
people  of  the  whole  province,  but  to  a  section  of 
the  people,  he  would  like  to  know  in  what  other 
way  than  the  one  proposed  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  give  the  public  the  benefit  of  the 
library.  Surely  he  would  not  scatter  the  books 
all  over  the  province — a  few  here  and  a  few  there. 
That  would  be  a  difficult  matter.  Would  the 
honorable  gentleman  give  the  miscellaneous  books 
to  one  dutrict,  the  philosophical  to  another,  the 
political  to  another,  and  so  on  P  It  would  puzzle 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  arrange  a  distribution 
and  satisfv  the  Education  Boards  in  diffisrent 
pirts  of  the  country.  Tlie  only  way  to  utilize 
the  libmry,  it  appeared  to  him,  was  to  concen- 
trate it  at  the  capital  of  the  province.  By  hav- 
ing the  library  in  the  city  of  Auckland  they 
vould  not  be  depriving  any  portion  of  the  com- 
munity from  availing  themselves  of  it,  for  the 
books  could  be  read  by  those  in  the  country  as  well 
a^  by  those  in  the  town.  It  would  be  to  aU  intents 
and  purposes  a  public  library  for  the  people  of 
the  province ;  and,  in  fiict,  it  might  be  used  by 
people  from  any  part  of  the  colony.  This  Bill 
was  only  intended  as  a  temporary  measure  until 
the  city  of  Auckland  chose  to  appoint  a  govern- 
ing body  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Libraries  Act.  The  people  of  Auckland  would 
not  be  so  foolish  as  not  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
opportunity  of  getting  a  fine  library  of  8,000 
volumes,  which  would  be  a  rerj  good  commence- 
ment ;  and  under  the  Act  they  could  rate  them- 
selves to  the  extent  of  Id.  in  the  pound  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  public  library.  With 
regard  to  the  statement  in  the  letter  from  the 
Auckland  Institute  that  the  library  of  that  body 
was  a  free  public  library,  it  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  so.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  In- 
stitute from  the  very  first,  and  had  always  under- 
stood that  only  members  of  that  body  had  access 
to  it.  As  to  its  being  the  property  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  he  was  not  aware  of  that,  and 
was  under  the  impre»siou  that  it  belonged  to  the 
Province  of  Auckland.  He  would  like  to  know 
what  the  political  opinions  of  the  gentlemen  men- 
tioned in  the  Bill  as  trustees  had  to  do  with  the 
object  of  the  measure.  He  supposed  that  honor- 
able gentlemen,  in  referring  to  them,  meant  that 
they  were  democrats.  He  (Mr.  Chamberlin) 
did  not  know  what  that  had  to  do  with  their 
being  the  trustees  of  the  public  library.    Surely 


politics  need  not  enter  into  such  a  thing  as  that 
With  the  exception  of  Sir  George  Grey  and  ihd 
Mayor  they  were  all  members  of  the  Provincial 
Council,  and  were  on  the  Library  Committee.  It 
so  happened,  he  supposed,  that  they  were  gentle- 
men who  were  opposed  to  the  Colonial  Seeretaiy 
in  politics.  He  was  sony  they  ehoold  come  to 
sucn  a  pass  as  that — that  pohtios  wonld  allow 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  mterfere  with  a  Bill 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  Auck- 
land. 

Question  put,  *' That  the  word  'now'  aland 
part  of  the  question  ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayei         8 

Noes         11 


Majority  against ... 

•••           ■••               o 

Atbs. 

Mr.  Chamberlin,              Mr.  Scotland. 
Captain  Praser, 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Menziea, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Bobinaon, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Coh>nel  Whitmore. 

The  amendment  was  o 

onsequently  carried. 

BLUFF  HABBOUB  BOABD  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  proposed  to 
establish  a  Board  to  administer  all  the  afBurs 
connected  with  the  Bluff  Harbour.  The  Bluff 
was  very  well  known  as  the  first  port  of  call  from 
Melbourne  in  the  South  Island.  All  those  who 
had  passed  along  that  coast,  and  were  famil- 
iar with  the  appearance  and  general  character 
of  the  harbour,  xnew  that  it  was  within  a  very 
short  distance  of  the  course  of  vessels  running 
from  Port  Chalmers  to  Melbourne  and  Australia 
generally,  the  jetty  at  the  Bluff  being  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  course  of  the  vessels, 
with  deep  water  right  up  to  it.  Strong  currents, 
however,  ebbed  and  fiowed,  the  entrance  being 
comparatively  narrow,  and  the  area  within  the 
harbour,  in  which  the  tidal  water  rose  and  fell, 
very  extensive.  It  was  a  harbour  which,  from 
its  position,  must  necessarily  command  the  whole 
of  the  trade  of  the  southern  part  of  the  South 
Island.  The  facility  of  access  and  egress,  its 
proximity  to  the  course  of  vessels  to  and  from 
Australia,  and  the  goodness  of  the  harbour,  the 
depth  of  water,  and  the  extent  of  anchorage,  must 
necessarily  render  it  a  harbour,  if  not  of  ^e  first, 
certainly  of  the  second  class  of  harbours  in  New 
Zealand.  It  probably  could  not  be  comparsd 
with  the  Auckland  Harbour  or  with  some  others. 
Then  again  the  railways  leading  into  the  interior 
met  at  the  Bluff.  One  line  went  from  Invercar- 
gill  directly  north  alongside  the  Oreti  Biver,  for 
a  distance  of  something  like  fifty  miles,  and  vras 
completed  and  open  for  traffic  at  present,  and 
would,  he  believed,  be  extended  in  the  course  of 
a  few  months  for  about  twenty  niles  fiother  in 
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the  direction  of  the  Wakatipu  Lake.  He  beUered 
that  within  a  jear  and  a  half  or  bo  the  line  would 
be  open  to  the  Wakatipa,  bo  that  then  the  traffic 
from  that  country,  which  waa  one  of  the  largeat 
gold  fields  on  the  eaatem  coast,  would  all  centre 
at  the  Bluif.  Then  another  branch  went  east- 
wardfl — the  Mataura  line,  which  was  the  main 
trunk  line  leading  to  Dunedin,  and  about  forty 
milee  of  which  were  open  for  traffic.  This  line  led 
to  an  ezoellent  agricultural  country,  and  the  part 
that  was  open  nearly  all  ran  OTer  a  plain,  and 
there  was  plain  country  fiirther  along  the  line. 
When  completed,  the  railway  would  connect  In- 
Yercargill  with  Bunedin.  At  present  it  opened 
np  the  whole  of  the  rich  agricultural  country  ex- 
tending along  the  Waihopai  Plains  to  the  yalley 
of  the  Mataura — a  ralley  which  was  not  surpaBsed 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  colony  for  fertility  for 
agricultural  purposes.  Then  another  branch  of 
railway  was  in  process  of  formation  to  the  west- 
ward. It  direived  from  Wallace  Town  above 
Inyerejirgill,  and  extended  to  Biyerton  through  a 
rich  agricultural  countiy,  and  from  Birerton  it 
went  to  the  great  coal  field  called  the  "  Night- 
caps." That  last  line,  however,  although  in 
process  of  formation,  was  not  likely  to  be  con- 
structed for  some  time,  but  the  other  lines  would 
necessarily  connect  the  traffic  over  a  rery  large 
extent  of  country  to  be  shipped  at  the  Bluff.  The 
Bluff  would  become  the  centre  and  point  of  con- 
yergence  of  all  the  export  traffic,  ana  the  depAt  of 
all  the  import  traffic  in  the  South.  The  extent 
of  the  traffic  oyen  now  was  very  considerable. 
Looking  oyer  some  of  the  statistics  that  had  been 
published,  and  taking  the  years  1871,  1872, 187S, 
1874,  1875,  he  found  that  the  Bluff  ranked  for 
its  shipping  inwards  in  those  ^Jt  years  as  the 
sixth  port  in  New  Zealand  for  two  years,  and  the 
third  port  for  three  years  ;  the  other  ports  being 
Auckland,  Wellington,  Napier,  Nelson,  Q>rey- 
mouth,  Hokitika,  Lyttelton,  Dunedin,  Timaru, 
and  Cfamaru.  For  the  shipping  outwards,  it 
ranked  in  those  ^ve  years  in  the  order  of  succes- 
sion fifth,  seyenth,  sixth,  fiftli,  and  fifth.  In 
the  amount  of  its  exports,  it  ranked  in  those 
years  as  the  sixth,  eighth,  seyenth,  sixth,  and 
•eyenth,  the  exports  in  1875  being  of  the  yalue  of 
£821,108;  and  in  the  imports  it  ranked  as  the 
eighth,  ninth,  seyenth,  and  sixth,  the  imports  for 
1875  being  worth  £219,742.  In  those  fiye  years 
it  ranked,  with  ifcferonce  to  the  Customs  reyenue, 
as  the  seyenth,  ninth,  ninth,  eighth,  and  sixth,  the 
Customs  reyenue  in  1875  being  £35,815,  and  for 
the  first  quarter  in  1876  £8,226.  This  would 
giye  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  traffic  there ;  and 
an  indicotion  might  be  afforded  of  the  extent  of 
the  country  of  which  it  was  the  outlet  and  the 
natural  port,  when  he  said  that  the  land  reye- 
nue from  the  81st  March,  1871,  to  the  31st  March, 
1876,  in  the  district  of  Southland  amounted  to 
£548,684.  That,  he  thought,  established  the 
fiut  that  a  port  of  its  character,  haying  such 
considerable  actual  capabilities,  deseryed  some 
attention.  It  had  been  Iiitberto  managed  only 
by  the  Proyincial  Goyemment ;  and  during  the 
last  two  years,  especially  during  the  last  year, 
Uiere  were  constant  complaints  from  the  shippers 
md  from  the  merohonts  of  the  lack  of  sufficient 


accommodation  for  yessels  and  for  storing  goods. 
From  time  to  time  additions  had  been  made  to 
the  wharf,  the  first  part  of  which  had  been  built 
for  thirteen  years,  and  which,  as  the  traffic  in- 
creased, proyed  insufficient  to  afford  accommoda- 
tion to  the  shipping ;  and  during  the  summer  time 
it  frequently  happened  that  the  wool  yessels  were 
obliged  to  remain  in  the  stream  for  weeks  before 
they  could  get  accommodation,  the  wool  all  the 
time  being  stored  at  the  different  points  along  the 
line— a  great  deal  at  the  Bluff,  much  at  Inyer- 
cargill,  and  huge  quantities  at  the  other  differ- 
ent depots,  being  left  there  simply  because  it 
was  of  no  earthly  use  to  send  the  wool  along 
by  the  railways,  seeing  that  it  could  not  be 
shipped,  and  that  the  shed  accommodation  at 
the  Bluff  was  not  sufficient  to  receiye  the 
whole.  No  doubt  the  Proyincial  Qoyemment 
would  gradually  haye  made  further  additions, 
and  all  the  further  proyisions  that  were  neces* 
sary ;  but  seeing  that  the  proyincial  institutions 
were  being  superseded  by  a  new  order  of  things, 
it  was  necessary  that  some  special  body  should  be 
intrusted  with  the  charge  of  this  important  place. 
He  thought  the  Coun^  would  agree  with  him 
that  the  charge  of  a  harbour  was  not  a  proper 
function  for  a  County  Council  to  exercise.  A 
harbour  rankine  as  the  Bluff  did  deseryed  to 
haye  a  Board  charged  with  the  care  of  its  own 
interests ;  and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
such  a  Board  established  that  this  Bill  was 
brought  in,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  enabUng 
that  Board,  when  established,  to  administer  its 
functions  with  benefit  to  the  port  and  to  the 
public.  The  objects  of  the  Bill  were  threefold  : 
first,  to  establish  a  Harbour  Board ;  secondly,  to 
lay  aside  some  pastoral  lands — for  agricultural 
lands  had  been  rigidly  excluded — ^for  the  purpose 
of  an  endowment  to  enable  the  Board  to  have 
some  certain  source  of  reyenue,  from  whence  they 
could  make  such  improyements  and  carry  on  such 
works  as  might  be  considered  necessary.  The 
third  object  was  to  giye  the  Board  borrowing 
powers.  He  thought  no  member  of  the  Councu 
would  differ  in  opinion  with  respect  to  the  de- 
sirability of  haying  a  Board  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  harbour ;  and  he  trusted  there  would 
be  no  difference  of  opinion,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
desirable  to  establish  such  a  body.  It  should 
haye  some  means  of  doing  good  seryice  ;  and  the 
most  conyenient  way  in  which  it  could  be  enabled 
to  do  so,  in  the  absence  of  large  yotes  such  as 
would  be  required  for  the  place  from  time  to 
time,  was  to  giye  it  an  endowment  of  land.  It 
was  not  proposed  that  this  endowment  should  be 
in  any  way  under  the  control  of  the  Harbour 
Board.  The  plan  contemplated  under  this  Bill 
was  to  giye  it  m  the  same  way  as  land  was  giyen 
in  the  case  of  the  North  Otago  Loan  Act.  In 
this  case,  as  in  that,  a  certain  tract  of  land  was 
set  aside,  and  the  rerenues  arising  from  it  were 
to  be  paid  oyer  to  the  Board  ;  but  the  Board  had 
no  further  concern  in  it,  and  receiyed  only  the 
rates.  The  Waste  Lands  Board  continued  to 
manage  the  land  as  it  deemed  fit,  in  the  same 
way  as  if  it  had  continued  to  be  Crown  land, 
but  the  proceeds  as  they  arose  were  to  bo  deyoted 
to  this  special  pnippse ;  and  it  seepiad  to.him  % 
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wiie  thiog  (o  devote  a  part  of  lihe  land  leTeaua 
m  the  locality  to  a  parpoee  lo  oaiholio — if  he 
might  BO  call  it— eo  likely  to  be  beneficial  to  the 
whole  eommuDity,  as  that  of  impTOTtng  the  har- 
bour. The  third  part  of  the  Bill,  he  feued,  from 
the  experience  of  the  prerioufl  eTening,  woald  not 
be  a  palatable  propositioii  to  the  Council.  It  was 
to  give  the  Board  borrowing  powers.  He  feared 
that  nothinff  he  might  aaj  would  make  this  pro- 
position pautable,  but  it  was  part  of  the  plan, 
it  had  been  ooosidared  desirable  by  a  large  com- 
mittee of  the  most  influential  persons  in  Otago, 
who  deliberated  carefully  over  this  matter  some 
time  before  the  session  began,  and  it  was  with  the 
Tiew  of  endeavouring  to  isany  out  their  wishtfs 
that  he  now  adrocatM  that  this  borrowing  power 
should  be  given.  The  Council  would  remember 
that  even  an  endowment  such  as  it  was  proposed 
to  be  given  of  pastoral  land  would  not  yield  much 
of  a  revenue  for  some  time.  It  was  possible  it 
might  continue  in  the  hands  of  the.mnholders 
for  a  considerable  period,  and  in  that  case  it 
would  yield  only  a  very  small  revenue — ^not  suffi- 
cient to  enable  the  Board  to  carry  on  any  very 
large  works ;  and  although  it  might  enable  them 
to  add  some  improvements  to  a  moderate  extent 
ill  the  way  of  extension  of  accommodation  and 
other  matters,  still  there  were  many  things  on 
account  of  which  it  might  be  desirable  to  give  the 
Board  the  power  of  doing  considerable  works ; 
and  unless  they  were  authorised  to  borrow  to 
some  extent,  they  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  do 
io.  He  believed  that  no  further  remarks  of  his 
on  this  point  would  be  likely  to  render  the  pro- 
po»iiion  more  palatable  to  the  Council ;  and  he 
thought  he  had  stated,  in  outline  at  least,  the 
main  reasons  why  he  thought  it  desirable  that  the 
proposal  should  be  agreed  to.  The  endowment 
would  do  mueh ;  but  tiie  endowment  alone  would 
not  enable  the  Board  to  do  certain  works  which 
it  was  very  desirable  they  should  be  in  a  position 
to  do  within  the  next  year  or  two.  He  left  the 
matter,  so  ikr  as  regarded  the  last  point,  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Council ;  and  ne  now  moved 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  that  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session  they  were  quite 
unable  to  give  the  Harbour  Board  Bills  that 
patient  investigation,  and  that  careful  attention 
in  Select  Committee,  which  so  important  a  sub- 
ject demanded  at  their  hands.  It  could  not  be 
said  that  they  did  not,  from  the  very  earliest 
period  of  the  session,  ask  over  and  over  again  to 
nave  any  BiUs  that  would  require  attention  given 
to  them  for  their  consideration.  Honorable 
gentlemen  would  bear  him  witness  that  they  did 
nothing  else  but  ask  for  Bills  of  this  character 
at  the  beginnine,  in  order  that  they  might  give 
them  that  careful  examination  which  the  time 
and  leisure  at  their  disposal  would  have  enabled 
them  to  afford  them.  But  now,  when  they  were 
beginning  to  count  the  interval  between  the  pre- 
sent time  and  the  day  of  prorogation  by  days, 
and  when  they  had  a  number  of  very  important 
Bills  brought  down  by  the  Government,  he 
thoueht  it  was  manifestly  impossible  that  they 
could  take  nineteen  Harbour  Board  BiUs,  ex- 
amine them,  take  eridenoe,  and  weigh  them  in 


that  impartial  balance  by  which  Bills  of  that 
kind  should  be  tested;   for  it  seemed  to  him 
to  be  almost  indecent  to  hurry  Bills  of  thii 
nature  through  the  Council  without  giviag  theoi 
the  fullest  examination  and  attention.    His  first 
intention,  when  he  heard  the  way  in  which  Uiey 
were  likely  to  be  asked  to  consider  these  Bilh, 
was  to  move,  upon  the  introduction  ol  the  fint  of 
them,  that  it  should  be  read  that  day  sax  months, 
and  he  had  intended  to  act  in  the  same  way 
with  regard  to  every  succeeding  one,  until  the 
whole  M  them  were  disposed  of,  if  honorsUe 
gentlemen    shared    hie    opinions,    beoause  he 
thought  it  was  tmposeihle  to  disoriminate  be- 
tween them ;  and  he  thought  they  would  merely 
be  wasting  time  in  attemnfeing  to  do  what  would 
be  always  considered  as  naving  been  done  in  a 
reiy  pwfunotory  manner,  and  aa  having  brought 
them  veiy  little  credit.    But  since  he  had  ex- 
amined the  subject  and  read  these  Bills,  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  their  dufy  to 
overcome  their  scruples  to  a  certain  extent    He 
believed  that  now  the  Provincial  Govemmenti 
were  dead  or  about  to  he  done  away  with,  and 
new  Governments  introduoed  that  were  not  able 
to  grapple  with  the  difficulty  of  harbours,  it  was 
their  auty  to  assist  localities  iu  forming  Bosrdi 
and  some  mode  of  governing  their  harbours  until 
the  Government  perfonned  its  obvious  duty  and 
brought  down  a  general  Harbour  Board  Bill  for 
the  whole  colony.    There  were  among  these  Bills 
several  which  asked  lor  borrowing  >powers  and 
endowments ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  all  thst 
was  really  wanted  was  the  machinery  for  man- 
agement   There  were  other  Bills  introduced  in 
which,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  gather,  all  that 
was  really  sought  was  to  have  a  Board  formed, 
and  that  Board  allowed  to  manage  its  own  Har- 
bour Department  for   itself.      But  there  were 
other  Bills  brought  in  of   an  entirelv  experi- 
mental description,  in  which  vast  endowments 
were  asked  at  their  hands,  and  anormous  borrow- 
ing powers.      He  had  not  made  a  calculation 
himself,  but  he  had  been  told  that  borrowing 
powers  to  the  extent  of  £800,000  was  included 
professedly  in  these  Bills  which  they  were  called 
upon,   within   a  few  hours,   to   pass  and  rote 
away.    He  felt  sure  that,  after  the  disposition 
shown  on  the  previous  evening  in  the  CouncU, 
that  would  not  meet  the  wishes  of  many  honor- 
able  gentleman;  while  no  honorable  gentleman 
would  wisli  to  see  the  credit  of  the  colony,  where 
it  had  been  pledged,  sacrificed,  or  any  harboun 
actually  left  in  a  neglected  condition  from  the 
want  of  some  Board  of  officers  to  manage  this 
concern.    Therefore  he  would,  as  far  as  he  oouldi 
endeavour  to  leave  the  machinery  part  of  these 
Bills,  and  remove  from  them  all  the  endowments 
and  borrowing    powers.    He   hoped  that  next 
year  the  €h)vemment  would  oome  down  with 
a  proper  Harbour   Board   BUI,  on   wJ"ch  aU 
the  consideration  which  ought  to  be  expended 
by  the   Government  upon  such  a  Bill  would 
have  been  given,  and  on  its  own  responsibili^ 
recommendations  made  to  them  in  the  Oounoii 
upon  undeniable  authority,  and  with  the  a^ 
vantage  of  the  beet  information.    They  w^ 
then  be  told  what  bonowing  power  it  waf  0m»  to 
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give  to  this  harbour  and  to  that  ono,  and  upon 
what  principle  and  to  what  extent  borrowing 
powers  might  be  gianted.  Ha  apprehended  that 
the  prinoij^e  wonld  be  to  allow  Harbour  Boards 
to  borrow  certain  sums  in  proportion  to  the  dues 
thej  might  be  supposed  to  be  able  to  earn.  He 
thought  that  so  many  years'  dues  might  be  con- 
sideiid  to  be  a  proper  measure  of  &e  amount 
that  any  particular  harbour  might  borrow ;  and 
ha  beliSTed  that,  in  granting  such  borrowing 
power,  they  would  be  proceeding  as  business  men, 
and  on  a  proper  and  honest -principle.  There  was 
the  greatest  possible  diyersity  of  principle  among 
all  these  Bills  that  were  submitted  to  thefti. 
Bome  were  introduced  with  a  Tiew  to  ask  the 
Council  to  authorize  experiments  in  the  ocean— 
experiments  whieh  might  or  might  not  be  success- 
ful, and  which  might  or  might  not  only  cost  the 
aiimt  at  present  estimated.  Now,  in  aU  those 
oases,  the  colony  had  gone  so  many  years  without 
these  works ;  it  was  at  the  present  moment  Tory 
heaTily  burdened  by  the  works  it  had  undertaken ; 
•ad  he  thought  there  was  no  reasonable  ease  for 
any  haste  in  borrowing.  Therefore,  in  his  opinion, 
those  Bills  should  be  remitted  to  the  future.  They 
miffht  be  left  until  the  Qovemment  had  grappled 
wiUi  the  question  upon  much  better  information 
than  the  Ck)uncil  could  now  obtain,  and  had 
introduced  a  proper  Harbour  Board  Bill,  and  was 
able  to  giTC  them  its  lecommendation.  There 
were  other  Harbour  Boards,  and  especially  those 
ia  conneetion  with  riyers,  whieh  only  asked  for 
power  to  use  suoh  duet  as  they  now  reoeiyed  iu 
remoying  snags,  in  strengthening  the  wharyes, 
and  making  the  harbours  more  accessible,  whieh 
was  all  they  could  do  with  the  limited  means  at 
their  disposal.  Those  proposals  were,  he  thought, 
•ueh  as  they  ou^ht  not  to  oppose  this  session. 
They  meant  nothing  i  th^  could  lead  to  nothing 
objectionable  s  and  they  eould  do  great  public  ser- 
▼ioe ;  and  in  those  cases  the  Oounol  ousht  to  sup- 
port the  proposals  made.  In  other  Bills— and  be 
tbongjbt  Uiey  were  Bills  which  they  ought  to  regard 
with  the  greatest  suspicion — what  they  were  asked 
to  do  was  yirtnally  to  eive  a  large  endowment  of 
land — nothing  else  in  Uie  world  but  a  great  gi(t  of 
BBoney.  They  were  asked  to  giye  large  endow- 
ments of  land,  in  order  to  enable  the  Harbour 
Boards  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  mone^  to 
undertake  new  works  which  had  been  hurriedly 
thought  of  and  brought  up,  merely  because  other 
harbour  schemes  appeared  to  be  progressing,  and 
beoause  it  was  feared  that,  if  they  did  not  apply 
in  time,  they  might  not  be  able  to  obtain  their 
money.  In  those  oases,  where  large  blocks  of 
land  were  asked  for,  and  where  large  borrowing 

Sowers  were  of  course  included,  he  thought  the 
onncil  should  content  themselyes  with  simply 
authorising  the  constitution  of  the  Boards,  as  they 
were  requested,  and  stop  there.  For  six  or  eight 
months  until  next  session,  with  that  maohineiy, 
the  Boards  would  be  able  to  do  a  great  deal. 
They  could  obtain  information;  they  could  be 
sure  tliat,  when  they  had  got  their  powers  firom 
the  General  Ooyemment,  they  would  not  be 
wasting  anything  ;  they  would  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  extent  of  all  the  works  which  they  were 
at  all  likely  to  undertake,  and  they  would  know 


better  how  far  those  works  were  likely  to  pfiy' 
There  was  one  Harbour  Board  Bill  that  would  be 
submitted  to  the  Council  to-morrow  or  next  day 
which  he  must  make  an  exception — the  Oaiuaru 
Harbour  Board  Bill.  There  was  a  Harbour 
Board  which  had  had  the  proper  legal  permission 
to  raise  £100,000  of  debentures.  But  lionorable 
gentlemen  would  remember  how  many  times,  and 
how  many  seesions,  they  opposed  those  proposals 
in  the  Council.  Afterwards  they  were  carried 
out  by  the  proyinoe  itself.  The  scheme  was 
started ;  it  proyed  a  sncoess  ;  it  was  being  carried 
on  with  the  greatest  industry,  and  it  had  turned 
out  to  be  a  work  of  ool<mial  importance.  Oamaru 
had  now  a  harbour  of  refuge,  and  eyery  day's  ex- 
perience showed  it  was'beooming  more  and  more 
all  that  was  predicted  by  its  most  sanguine  sup* 
porters  at  first.  They  obtained  a  legu  right  to 
raise  £100,000 ;  and  as  they  could  not  giye  the 
due  security  which  had  been  contemplated  until 
the  breakwater  had  progressed  a  certain  distance, 
so  that  the  boat  serrice,  which  cost  £8,000  a  year» 
oould  be  set  aside,  and  that  money  deyoted  to  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  debt,  an  arrange- 
ment was  come  to  with  the  Qeneial  Goyemment  to 
make  certain  advances  on  their  debentures,  and 
£85,000  was  adyanced  on  the  understanding  that 
a  further  balance  would  be  paid  at  a  future  time. 
Cironmstanees  had  arisen  which  would  render 
it  incouyenient  to  the  Goyemment  to  go  to  the 
full  length  that  was  first  anticipated ;  but  unfor- 
tunately contracts  had  been  entered  into  which 
eould  not  be  suspended  without  great  injury  to 
the  works  whieh  had  been  begun,  and  a  manifest 
breach  of  fiiith,  possibly  inyolying  considerable 
claims  for  compensation  upon  the  colony.  The 
colony  was  nothing  else  but  an  asgregation  of 
public  bodies,  and  what  one  pubUo  m)dy  lost  the 
colony  lost.  If  means  could  be  found  by  which 
either  the  colony  should  lend  its  temporary 
security,  or  giye  a  temporary  security  over  land, 
or  eyen,  if  nothing  else  could  be  done,  if  land 
must  be  given,  and  no  other  means  could  be 
found,  he  was  prepared  to  support  that  Bill,  or, 
at  all  evente,  to  look  upon  it  with  the  utmost 
fayour,  and  to  go  as  far  as  he  could  without  laori* 
fioing  his  principle  $  but,  with  regard  to  all  the 
ether  Bills  of  tnat  character  proposing  experi- 
mental works  about  wliich  nothing  had  yet  been 
done,  he  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  dose  their 
hearts.  Their  sympathies  might  go,  and  in  many 
instances  would  go,  with  the  proposals ;  but  it  was 
their  duty  to  resiit  such  sympathies.  He  belieyed 
that  in  Lyttelton  there  were  worics  in  progress, 
too,  which  wonld  be  much  injured  if  they  were 
not  proceeded  with  ;  but,  in  that  case,  he  under- 
stood the  Council  would  not  be  asked  to  make 
a  land  endowment,  or  rather  they  would  be 
asked,  but  he  belieyed  no  disappointment  would 
occur  if  they  did  not  consent.  He  understood, 
also,  that  in  the  Otago  Harbour  couiiderable  pro- 
gress might  be  made  without  endowments,  and 
there,  alM,  he  would  wish  to  oonsider  the  pro- 
posal yery  fayourably.  There  was  no  endowment 
and  no  borrowing  power  asked  for  in  the  Waitara 
Bill,  nor  in  the  Lyttelton  and  Otago  measures ; 
and  there  was  the  same  feature  in  one  or  two 
others  of  the  Bills.    The  one  before  the  House 
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•unfortunately  htfd  all  those  features  which  were 
most  uoacoeptable,  and  which,  at  that  period  of 
the  session,  he  felt  the  least  disposed  to  enter- 
tain. Nevertheless,  he  would  act  according  to 
the  Tiews  ho  heard  expressed  in  the  Council. 
His  feelings  were  to  allow  the  machinery  part  of 
the  Bills  to  exist,  and  to  allow  the  Bills  to  be  read 
a  second  time,  on  the  understanding  that  the  bor- 
rowing powers  and  endowments  would  be  struck 
out  in  Committee.  But  if  that  yiew  did  not  eo 
so  far  as  other  honorable  gentlemen  wished,  he 
would  sooner  see  the  Bills  lost  than  see  so  yicious 
a  principle  adopted  as  committing  the  country 
to  these  great  borrowing  powers  and  large  endow- 
ments before  the  Ghovernment  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  whole  of  these  schemes 
in  a  general  Harbour  Board  Bill  for  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  said  the  few 
obserrations  he  had  to  make  to  the  Council  he 
would  hare  offered  e jhally  on  the  BiTerton 
Harbour  Board  Bill,  if  it  had  not  been  post- 
poned. He  intended  to  take  the  same  course 
with  reference  to  this  batch  of  Bills  that  he 
took  in  the  case  of  a  similar  class  which  came 
down  to  the  Council  in  the  year  1878 — the 
Provincial  Borrowing  Bills.  It  was  quite  clear 
that  this  was  a  case  of '<  Follow  the  leader."  That 
was  the  only  way  to  account  for  such  a  batch 
of  Bills  coming  down  as  now  appeared  before 
the  Council.  One  locality  had  set  the  example 
of  proposing  to  borrow,  and  the  others  had  to 
follow  that  example.  They  were  in  the  same 
position  with  reference  to  this  matter  that  they 
were  in  with  regard  to  the  Provincial  Borrowing 
Bills  in  1873.  It  would  be  seen  from  this  that 
he  had  no  hostility  to  any  particular  locality,  or 
any  desire  to  impede  those  improvements  for 
the  promotion  of  the  prosperity  of  the  various 
places  that  sought  to  improve  their  position  by 
the  constitution  of  those  Harbour  Boards,  and 
the  construction  of  the  works  that  would  follow ; 
but  when  he  recollected  the  feeling  of  the 
Council  in  1873  with  reference  to  provincial 
borrowing,  he  felt  that  he,  at  any  rate,  would 
be  Tery  inconsistent  if  he  did  not  take  the  same 
course  now  as  he  did  on  that  occasion.  It  did 
appear  to  him  that  the  proposal  in  the  Counties 
Bill,  in  these  Harbour  Board  Bills,  and  in  a 
yariety  of  other  Bills,  was  simply  a  repetition 
of  the  provincial  borrowing  proposals  of  1878. 
Therefore  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  oppose 
the  first  of  these  Bills  as  he  had  opposed 
the  Auckland  Provincial  Borro?ring  Bill  in 
1878;  and  his  remarks  on  the  one  Bill  would 
apply  equally  to  the  whole.  With  regard  to 
the  particular  Bill  before  the  Council,  it  was 

fuite  clear,  from  the  explanation  made  by  the 
Eon.  BCr.  Menzies,  that,  if  the  Council  refused 
the  power  to  borrow,  they  would  be  inflicting 
no  injuiy  on  the  Bluff.  That  place,  according 
to  the  statistios  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  was 
already  in  a  prosperous  condition;  it  had  con- 
siderable intercourse  with  other  ports,  and  a  good 
deal  of  shipping  i  so  that  the  Council  would  not 
be  preTenting  its  growth  or  putting  a  stop  to  any- 
thing, but  merely  leaving  things  as  they  were  at 
present,  by  refusing  borrowing  powers.  As  the 
objects  of  the  Bill  were  diyerse,  it  wotdd  be  only 


proper  that  they  should  giro  their  best  attention 
to  them  as  thoy  came  before  them,  with  a  riew  of 
giving  effect  to  them  if  possible.  Perhaps  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  this  Bill  might 
feel  disposed  to  set  the  example,  and  withdnw 
that  part  of  the  Bill  which  referred  to  borrowing. 
In  that  case,  he  would  be  very  happy  to  support 
it ;  and  perhaps,  if  this  proposal  were  adopted,  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  causing  the  whole  of  the 
Bills  to  be  placed  in  such  a  position  that  ths 
Council  would  be  able  to  give  them  due  con- 
sideration. With  those  few  words,  he  would  vote 
against  the  Bill,  and  all  Bills  that  contained 
borrowing  powers,  unless  those  provisions  wers 
withdrawn,  in  which  case  he  would  support  the 
Bills. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  had  much  pleasure 
in  supporting  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Men- 
zies, who  had  given  a  most  dear  and  complete 
statement  of  the  object  of  the  BilL  He  could 
add  nothing  to  that  statement,  except  merely  to 
mention  that  the  Bluff  was  the  first  p|OTt  of  ar- 
rival from  the  Australian  colonies.  When  our 
railway  system  was  complete,  it  would  be  the 
Liverpool  of  New  Zealand,  where  passengers 
woiUd  land  and  where  they  would  embark  when 
going  to  the  Australian  colonies.  It  was  a  place 
of  very  considerable  importance.  A  few  years 
ago,  he  was  the  medium  of  obtaining,  in  the 
^x>vincial  Council,  a  grant  for  the  ex:tension  d 
the  wharf.  But  the  sum  granted  was  not  at  all 
adequate  for  the  purpose,  and  the  result  wis 
that  eyer  since  there  had  not  been  suffidsiit 
accommodation  for  the  shipping  yisitizig  the 
port.  There  was  not  only  an  export  of  agri- 
cultural produce  and  wool,  but  there  was  also 
a  yery  large  export  of  timber,  whiph  inyolved 
a  larger  amount  of  shipping  than  was  required 
for  any  other  purpose  when  the  trade  was 
an  extensiye  one.  The  port  itself  was  a  good 
one,  being  easy  of  access  and  dose  to  the  0]>en 
ocean,  so  that  all  that  was  required  was  to  give 
fiicilities  for  ships  to  lie  alongside  good  and 
sufficient  wharves.  There  was  one  eiroumstance 
that  would  prove  how  necessary  it  was  that  this 
port  should  be  attended  to.  It  was  not  a  place 
that  might  at  some  time  fail,  for  it  was  backed 
by  at  least  1,000,000  acres  of  fine  agricultural 
land,  and  it  must  of  necessity  be  a  place  of  con- 
siderable importance  for  all  time  to  come, 
because  the  more  dense  the  population,  the 
greater  the  exports.  The  interior  of  ^e  coun- 
try was  also  peculiarly  adapted  for  grazing  pu]> 
poses;  and  when  the  railway  to  Winton  wss 
completed,  a  large  portion  of  the  wool  trade  of 
the  mterior  of  Otaco,  and  eyen  as  far  up  as  the 
southern  portion  of  Canterbuiy,  would  find  on 
outlet  from  the  Bluff  Harbour.  The  question 
they  had  to  discuss  in  connection  with  this  was 
the  policy  of  giving  endowments  in  land  and 
borrowing  powers.  It  hod  been  granted  by  those 
who  had  addressed  the  Council  that  it  was  neces- 
sary, at  all  eyents,  that  all  these  harbours  should 
haye  goyeming  powers,  and  that  there  should  be 
power  to  regulate  the  afi^irs  of  the  harbours 
and  administer  them  on  the  spot  That  there 
was  no  question  about.  The  only  other  two 
questions  were  as  to  the  endowments  of  land 
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and  the  power  of  borrowing.  He  thought  they 
should  support  the  first  of  those  proposals.  He 
was  in  faTOur  of  giving  the  endowments  of  land 
now,  because  thej  might  not  have  such  a  good 
opportunity  of  doing  so  again.  He  would  not  be 
favourable  to  permitting  the  borrowing.  He  had 
said  so  much  on  the  subject  of  borrowing  money 
that  he  did  not  like  to  touch  on  the  subject 
again.  He  was  still  of  opinion  that  it  would  bo 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Colonial  G-o- 
yemment  were  powers  given  to  those  Harbour 
Boards  to  borrow  to  the  extent  they  would  be 
able  to  do  under  these  Bills.  He  had,  for  his  own 
information,  reckoned  up  the  quantity  of  lanH 
asked  for,  and  the  amount  of  money  sought  to  be 
borrowed  under  these  Bills,  and  he  found  that 
the  latter  amounted  to  £870,000,  and  tlie  former 
1^261,421  acres,  besides  town  sections  and  subur- 
ban allotments.  Although  the  quantity  of  land 
might  seem  large,  still  he  would  not  object  if  it 
would  be  the  means  of  enabling  the  Boards  to 
carry  out  the  improvements  of  the  harbours,  and 
in  that  way  assist  to  develop  the  trade  of  the 
country.  But,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  he  thought 
it  would  not  be  right  to  permit  these  Bills  to 
pass  with  borrowing  powers,  because  they  would 
hamper  the  action  of  the  Government  in  borrow- 
ing monejr  in  the  London  market. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  thought  it  must 
be  a  matter  of  regret  to  all  honorable  members 
that  the  Council  had  received  so  many  Bills  of 
this  character.  He  believed  that,  so  far  as  the 
colony  was  concerned,  three  or  four  Harbour 
Bills  were,  at  the  outside,  all  that  were  required 
this  session.  He  considered  that  at  the  Bluff 
there  were  ample  means  at  present  to  carry  on  all 
the  trade  requirements  in  that  part  of  the  colony. 
There  was  an  excellent  harbour  and  an  excellent 
wharf.  The  Bill  before  them,  there  was  no 
doubt,  proposed  to  give  a  very  considerable  extra 
endowment  to  that  harbour.  He  had  a  certain 
amount  of  delicacy  in  voting  against  this  Bill ;  but 
he  considered  it  should  be  postponed  until  next 
8os«ion,  and  that  the  Council  should  deal  with 
the  other  Bills  which  were  of  more  imjwrtaniv. 

•The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  would  advise 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  to  postpone  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  until  after  the  Oamaru  Har- 
bour Board  Bill  had  been  considered,  because 
in  whatever  way  that  Bill  was  d^alt  with,  all  the 
other  Bills  should  be  dealt  with.  He  would 
strongly  advise  the  honorable  gentleman  to  post- 
pone his  measure.  Some  honorable  gentlemen 
■eemed  to  excuse  their  conduct  in  relation  to 
these  Bills  in  a  manner  which  would  be  well  de- 
scribed by  the  lines, — 

Compoand  for  sins  they  are  inclined  to, 
By  dkiniuDg  those  they  hare  no  mind  to. 

In  the  course  of  travel,  he  lately  came  across  a 
fearful  case  of  sanguineous  transudation.  It  was 
a  very  rare,  but  very  fearful  thing.  That  was 
what  the  colony  was  suffering  from  just  now.  It 
was  bleeding  at  every  pore,  and  they  must  apply 
some  remedy  to  stop  it.  He  was  prepared  to 
go  against  all  borrowings  whatever ;  and  he  would 
not  make  fish  of  one  and  flesh  of  another,  lie 
would  not  vote  for  the  Oamai-u  endowments  and 
borrowing,  and  refuse  to  do  the  same  for  the 
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Bluff.  He  was  at  the  Bluff  lately,  and  during 
the  wool  season  ;  and  at  that  time  there  was  no 
room  at  the  wharf  for  the  vessels  that  were  en- 
deavouring to  crowd  to  the  jetty.  It  was  the 
only  harbour  of  refuge  on  that  coast.  As  for 
Oamaru  being  a  harbour  of  refuge,  it  was  trashy 
nonsense  to  say  so.  It  would  never  be  anything 
of  the  kind.  It  was  absurd  to  call  a  place  with 
only  a  depth  of  eleven  or  twelve  feet  of  water  a 
harbour  of  refuge.  Oamaru  had  been  a  spoiled 
place,  from  the  very  fact  Ihat  in  that  Council 
there  were  four  or  five  gentlemen  fi-om  that  local- 
ity all  ready  to  support  Oamaru.  Talk  about 
the  horse-leech,  Oamaru  had  been  like  the  father 
of  the  horse-leech.  It  had  been  getting  more 
money  than  any  other  half-dozen  ports  in  the 
eolonv.  He  trusted  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  take  his  advice,  and  postpone  further  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  tin  the  Oamaru  Bill  had 
been  dealt  with. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  did  not  think  it  fol- 
lowed that  any  honorable  member  who  voted  for 
this  Bill  necessarily  approved  of  borrowing,  be- 
cause the  Bill  contained  not  only  borrowing 
powers,  but  provisions  for  endowments,  for  con- 
stituting a  Harbour  Board,  for  the  management 
of  the  harbour  and  the  collection  of  wharfage  dues, 
and  for  the  improvement  of  the  wharf  with  what- 
eyer  means  the  Board  might  have.  Therefore  he 
hoped  his  honorable  friend  would  not  vote  against 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  simply  because  he 
might  be  very  strongly  opposed  to  borrowing. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  force  in  what  he  said, 
that  the  Council  ought  to  consider  this  general 
question  of  borrowing  altogether.  He  did  not 
say  they  ought  to  apply  the  same  rule  to  all  the 
questions  which  might  come  before  them.  Their 
merits  were  not  all  the  same.  Some  of  the  Bills 
which  would  come  before  them  he  believed  to  be 
ridiculous,  simply  absurd.  On  the  other  hand, 
some  of  the  Bills  he  believed  to  be  very  useful 
and  desirable.  Therefore  he  trusted  they  would 
not  shrink  from  the  trouble  of  discriminating 
and  passing  those  which  really  did  deserve  to  be 
supported,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  not  shrink 
from  absolutely  rejecting  those  which  they  be- 
lieved not  to  be  called  for.  In  regard  to  the 
land  endowments,  ho  ventured  to  think  that  there 
was  no  purpose  to  which  the  land  of  the  colony 
could  be  more  legitimately  applied  than  in  im- 
proving harbours.  As  the  best  application  of  the 
procejeds  of  the  land  was  towards  the  improve- 
ment of  the  land  itself,  in  what  manner  could 
the  land  be  more  permanently  and  more  satisfac- 
torily improved  than  in  finding  proper  outlets 
for  its  produce?  Surely  that  was  the  measure 
before  all  others  that  would  most  benefit  the  land, 
and  enable  it  to  be  properly  occupied.  He  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  applying  the 
proceeds  of  the  waste  lands — whether  by  large 
blocks  of  land,  or  by  a  proportion  of  the  land 
sales  of  the  district,  as  miffht  be  found  preferable 
— to  the  improvement  of  harbours.  He  would 
come  to  the  consideration  of  thc^e  Bills  prepared 
to  deal  with  them  in  that  spirit.  He  would  call 
the  attention  of  his  honorable  friend  to  a  feature 
in  this  Bill,  and  which  he  found  in  almost  all 
the  other  Bills — which,  although  it  appeared  to 
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be  a  small  matter,  it  was  as  well  that  their  at- 
tention should  be  called  to  at  once,  because  it 
seemed  to  him  a  very  objectionable  feature  in  the 
Bill,  and  it  was  a  marvel  how  the  Govern  men  t 
had  allowed  the  Bill  to  pass  through  another 
plAce  with  that  provision  in  it.  In  clause  I6»  he 
found  that,  among  other  things,  the  Harbour 
Fund  would  consist  of — 

**  All  pilotage  rates  and  harbour  dues  for  the 
time  being  leviable  in  respect  of  tbe  port  under 
the  authority  of 'The  ICarine  Act,  1867,'  or  of 
anj  Act  amending  the  same,  and  received  by  the 
Boaid." 

So  that  the  pilotage  fees  and  harbour  dues, 
which  according  to  ewerj  proper  scheme  of  har- 
bour manap;ement  should  go  to  support  the  pilot- 
age establuhment  and  the  Harbour  Master's 
establiAhment  were  to  go  to  the  Harbour  Boards. 
The  Legislature  had  provided  in  the  estimates 
that  the  colony  was  to  pay  for  maintaining  the 
Harbour  Master's  establishments  and  the  pilot- 
age establishments;  and  yet  the  .prooeeos  of 
those  establishments  were  to  be  paid  away  to 
the  Harbour  Boards.  He  trusted,  that  wliat- 
ever  was  done  with  the  Bill,  that  clause  would 
be  taken  out  of  all  these  Bills.  The  other 
duuqgee,  such  as  wharfage,  rents,  and  harbour 
improvement  rates,  were  &irly  the  income  of 
the  Harbour  Boards,  which  bodies  were,  as  he 
imderttood,  not  to  take  the  management  of  the 
Harbour  Departments,  but  rather  the  subject 
of  harbour  improvement.  He  understood  that 
was  the  principle  upon  which  these  Bills  were 
drawn,  and  the  Council  should  give  the  Boards 
therefore  the  income  which  was  properly  appU- 
oable  to  that  purpose.  He  would  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  he  would  volo 
for  the  endowment  for  the  reason  he  had  already 
stated.  What  he  would  do  with  regard  to  the 
borrowing  power  would  depend  upon  what  might 
be  decided  upon  generally.  He  did  not  mean  to 
Tote  in  Committee  for  the  full  borrowing  powers 
proposed  to  be  given. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBIl^SON  would  oppose 
generally  the  whole  of  these  Bilh>.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  it  was  now  the  exception  for  a  Bill  to 
come  down  to  the  House  without  containing  a 
dause  authorixing  borrowing.  Ho  did  not  think 
the  Council  would  be  doing  its  duty  to  the 
country,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  would  it  be 
acting  in  a  way  that  would  bo  acceptable  to  the 
.Government  of  the  preseut  day,  if  it  passed  a 
number  of  these  Bills  which  had  come  down  to 
them  lately,  every  one  of  which  authorized  the 
expenditure  and  borrowing  of  mone^.  If  it  was 
desired  to  borrow  money  he  maintained  that  the 
Government  of  the  country  ought  to  do  so.  It 
had  been  proposed  by  various  Bills  that  had  been 
submitted  to  them  to  give  borrowing  powers  to 
Municipalities  and  County  Councils,  and  now 
they  had  a  lar^e  number  of  Bills  containing 
clauses  authorixmg  Harbour  Boards  to  borrow 
money.  He  must  admit  that  there  were  some  of 
the  measures  which  might  be  good  ones ;  but  the 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser  bad  told  them  that  if  the 
present  Bill  were  objected  to,  he  would  object  to 
many  more.  He  (Mr.  Kobinson)  had  been  at  the 
Bluff;  he  had  stepped  there  for  a  short  time,  and 


having  nothing  to  do,  there  beine  no  great  extent 
of  oountiT  r«id  about,  he  haa  made  himself 
acquainted  with  the  wharfage  aooommodation  and 
the  harbour  generally.  He  had  also  had  a  good 
deal  of  conversation  with  a  captain  who  visited 
these  shores  very  frequently,  as  to  tho  accommo- 
dation of  the  harbour,  and  so  on,  and  that  gentle- 
man confirmed  all  that  had  been  said  about  the 
Bluff  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies.  There  waa  no 
doubt  it  was  a  very  good  harbour,  and  very 
admirably  situated.  It  would  be  the  port  of  ar- 
rival and  departure  for  all  vessels  from  New 
Zealand,  at  any  rate  for  Australia.  Aa  f ar  as 
be  could  see,  the  accommodation  at  tbe  Bluff 
Harbour  when  he  was  there  a  short  time  ago  was 
all  that  was  required,  or  was  likely  to  be  required 
for  some  time  to  come.  It  was  proposed  by  this 
Bill  that  they  should  give  an  endowment  of  35,000 
acres  of  land;  and  they  had  been  told  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  that  it  was  very  desirable  to  do 
it  on  the  present  occasion — that  if  they  did  not 
do  it  now  they  might  have  no  other  opportunity. 
This  36,000  acres  of  land  meant  something  like 
£70,000  of  the  country's  money. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.  ~  £35,000 :  £1  an 

lie  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  said  £1  aa  acrs 
might  be  its  fixed  price ;  but  if  tbe  land  was  not 
dbposed  of,  there  was  no  prospect  of  its  being 
disposed  of  at  present.  There  was  no  doabt  that 
by-and-by  it  would  be  of  great  value,  if  it  were 
of  such  quality  as  his  honorable  friend  had  de- 
scribed it — namely,  rich  agricultural  land,  and  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  port.  Such  land 
must  become  very  valuable.  They  could  not  in- 
crease the  area  of  New  Zealand,  and  they  oould 
not  increase  the  properly  of  the  colony  whatever 
they  borrowed.  He  did  not  care  whether  it  was 
borrowed  by  Municipalities,  by  County  Councils, 
or  by  any  other  bodies,  it  was  a  debt  upon  the 
country.  It  was  so  muoh  of  their  security  gone. 
They  had  already  borrowed  a  verr  considerable 
sum  of  money,  and  he  believed  the  debt  of  the 
oolony  was  now  approaching  £20,000,000.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  they  were  now  at  a  stand- 
still as  far  as  the  colony  was  concerned,  and  yet 
they  said  to  everybody  else  who  wanted  to  get 
money,  "Borrow,  borrow,  borrow.  We  have  a 
great  deal  of  diiEculty  in  borrowing  ;  run  you 
into  debt."  They  had  better  rest  on  their  oars, 
and  try  to  make  what  had  already  been  done 
remunerative.  Let  them  see  ahether  the  out- 
lay they  had  already  gone  to  would  return  in- 
terest or  not ;  but  if  they  were  to  again  dispose  ot 
security  they  had  already  given,  he  could  not  see 
what  the  result  would  be.  He  remembered  that  a 
Bill  was  before  the  Council  a  few  days  ago  in  refer- 
ence to  wharves  and  quays ;  and  the  Hon.  Cap- 
tarn  Fraser  then  said  the  land  dealt  with  by  the 
Bill  had  been  exhibited  as  part  of  the  oollatersl 
assets  of  the  Bunedln  Corporation,  and  that,  in 
the  belief  that  it  belonged  to  the  Corporation,  a 
certain  sum  of  money  had  been  borrowed.  If  all 
these  twenty  millions  of  money  had  been  bor* 
rowed,  on  that  principle,  if  the  colony  had  shown 
the  creditors  its  assets,  they  would  bo  doing 
a  much  greater  wrong  than  the  Hon.  Captain 
Fraser  thought  they  would  be  doing  to  the  lender 
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to  the  Danedin  Corporation  when  they  took  away 
from  that  body  the  piece  of  land  whiiji  had  nerer 
belonged  to  them,  if  they  now  took  away  country 
that  was  already  mortgaged  for  the  public  debt. 
Wlicre  were  thev  to  look  for  the  repayment  of 
this  money  if  they  gave  it  away  to  Harbour 
Boards,  and  Tery  likely  had  it  expended  on  un- 
profitable works  P  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
all  the  works  were  unprofitable ;  but  he  thought 
it  was  too  soon  to  commence  borrowing  afresh, 
•od  going  on  with  works  while  the  colony  was  at 
present  Tery  hard  up.  He  had  heard  the  Oamaru 
Harbour  Board  Bill  yery  highly  spoken  of,  and 
lie  beliered  the  work  in  question  was  a  very 
necessary  and  desirable  one.  The  colony  had 
already  spent  a  Tery  great  deal  of  money  there. 
He  had  always  been  very  much  opposed  to  giving 
borrowing  powers  and  endowments  even  to  the 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board,  and  ho  belieTfd  the 
BQceess  of  the  undertaking  which  had  already  been 
entered  upon  there  was  Tery  much  questioned. 
He  was,  bowerer,  surprised  to  hear  the  remarks 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  they  had  been  going  in  a  wrong 
direction  ;  for  that  honorable  gentleman  told  them 
that  the  Bluff  Harbour  would  be  the  port  of  ex- 
port for  all  the  wool  and  produce  from  the 
■onthemportion  of  Canterbury. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  H0LMB8  said  his  honorable 
friend  misunderstood  him.  He  referred  to  the 
interior,  which  was  altogether  a  different  district, 
separated  by  a  high  range  of  mountains  from  the 
pcMPt  of  Oamaru. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  said  his  honor- 
able frioDd  had  stated  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
wool  from  the  southern  part  of  Canterbury 
would  find  its  way  to  the  Bluff.  Ho  maintained 
that  if  there  was  accommodation  afforded  at  the 
Bluff  Harbour  for  shipping  the  produce  from  the 
southern  portion  of  Canterbury,  which,  as  honor- 
able members  well  knew,  was  eonsidefably  to  the 
north  of  Oamaru  Harbour,  there  was  no  occasion 
to  have  spent  any  money  in  making  the  Oamaru 
Breakwater.  There  was  another  Bill  to  which 
there  had  been  a  large  map  attached  in  another 
plaoe,  and  there  had  been  a  great  deal  said  about 
k  He  alluded  to  the  Timara  Harbour  Board 
Bill.  Kow,  his  honorable  friend  had  not  stated 
that  the  Bluff  Harbour  would  take  the  produce 
ftnd  wool  from  so  far  north  as  Timaru.  He  (Mr. 
Bobinson)  had  been  at  Timaru,  and  it  cer- 
tainly did  look  like  a  wild  place ;  but  the  amount 
of  work  that  was  done  there  by  the  boat  service 
was  something  surprising,  and  he  thought*  from 
all  he  had  heiupd  of  Oamaru,— and  he  had  spoken 
to  the  late  Mr.  Balfour  and  seTcral  other 
angineers,  including  Mr.  Wood, — and  he  had 
•1m  heanl  of  Timaru,  and  so  far  as  a  break- 
water was  ooncemed  he  thousht  there  was 
Tery  little  difference  between  the  two  places, 
•xeept  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  shingle 
at  Timaru,  which  was  provided  for  in  the  plan 
to  which  he  had  previously  alluded.  He  did 
not  know  whether  there  was  a  Board  oonsti- 
toted  at  Tiraaru,  but  there  was  at  any  rate 
iB100,000  already  in  hand  for  the  construction  of 
tbis  island  in  the  sea,  as  it  was  called,  which 
would  cfcate  %  veiy  eafe  relnge  for  shipping. 


Together  with  another  50,000  acres  of  land» 
which  he  understood  was  asked  for,  from  the  two 
adjacent  counties,  he  thought  they  ought  to  make 
a  very  good  harbour  at  Timaru.  After  what  his 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Holmes  had  told  them  as 
to  the  Bluff  takine  all  the  produce  from  the 
southern  portion  of  Canterbury,  he  thought  it 
would  be  much  more  desirable  that  if  any  en- 
dowment or  borrowing  power  was  to  be  given  they 
should  give  it  to  the  Timaru  Harbour  Board,  be« 
cause  the  Bluff  was  a  long  vray  off,  and  it  was 
even  an  expensive  matter  to  send  wool  down  from 
Timaru  to  Ly ttelton  by  rail  with  the  present  ser* 
vice.  The  question  at  the  present  moment  was 
one  of  borrowing ;  and  he  maintained  that  they 
should  not  give  the  privilege  of  borrowixig  to 
every  little  institution  that  started  up.  They 
would  have  all  these  borrowing  Boards  ofeveiy 
description,  with  their  agents  in  London,  com- 
peting with  the  General  Government,  which  should 
borrow  at  the  cheapest  rate.  If  they  wanted 
money  for  these  Harbour  Boards,  why  should 
they  not  confine  the  borrowing  powers  to  the 
General  Government.  Let  them  have  one  bo^ 
rower,  and  no  more.  Do  not  let  them  be  burn- 
ing the  candle  at  both  ends.  And  if  it  were 
shown  that  in  some  of  these  places  harbours 
could  be  made  where  shipping  in  ordinary  wea* 
ther  could  be  carried  on,  and  the  loading  and 
discharging  of  vessels,  let  Bills  be  brought  before 
Parliament,  and  evidence  given  to  show  that  they 
were  absolutely  necessair  works.  Then  let  the 
question  be  put  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
iature,  whether  a  certain  sum  of  money  shoula  be 
granted  or  not.  He  had  no  doubt  that,  if  it  were 
clearly  shown  that  it  was  desirable,  and  likely  to 
be  a  good  investment  and  a  benefit  to  the  ad- 
jacent country,  the  House  would  sanction  it.  But 
on  no  other  terms,  at  the  present  time,  would  he 
agree  to  borrowing.  They  had  had  a  very  long 
session,  and,  as  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  had 
shown,  at  this  late  period  they  could  not  go  into 
these  Bills  in  that  scrutinising  manner  which  was 
absolutely  necessary,  if  they  were  to  discharge 
their  duties  as  legislators  ought  to  do ;  and  there- 
fore the  matter  luid  better  wait.  It  would  only 
be  for  a  few  months.  The  colony  had  gone  on 
so  fiur,  and  all  the  produce  had  been  sent  away ; 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  that  could  be 
continued  until  another  session  arrived.  If  it 
were  then  oonsidered  desirable  that  some  Boards 
should  have  borrowing  powers  and  large  endow- 
ments, he  had  no  doubt  the  Parliament  would 
sanction  them. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  said  it  was  very  un« 
fortunate,  but  it  always  happened  that  the  most 
important  Bills  came  down  at  the  end  of  the 
session.  It  also  unfortunately  happened  that 
nearly  every  session  some  epidomic  broke  out. 
This  year  it  had  taken  the  shape  of  an  epidemic 
of  Harbour  Boards.  One  or  two  of  the  Bills, 
perhaps,  required  great  consideration;  and  the 
establishment  of  the  Boards  would  no  doubt  be  of 
grreat  serrioe,  if  the  Bills  were  passed  under  cer- 
tain conditions  and  alterations.  One  or  two  Bills 
of  this  description  were  brought  before  the  Legis- 
lature, and  immediately  a  flock  of  Harbour 
Boards  of  yarious  dMcnptions  axose.    Some  iK) 
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doubt  required  consideration,  and  some  were  of 
an  indifferent  character;  and  there  were  some 
that,  he  ventured  to  say,  ought  to  bo  rejected 
altogetlier.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  beet 
way  of  treating  these  Bills  would  be  to  deal  with 
them  on  their  raerite,  consider  them  rather  criti- 
cally, and  certainly  not  to  pass  tliose  that  were 
not  absolutely  required.  Passing  from  the  gene- 
ral subject  to  the  Bill  before  them,  there  were 
three  important  considerations  connected  with 
it.  In  the  first,  place,  there  was  an  endowment 
of  35,000  acres.  In  the  second  place,  there 
was  a  borrowing  power  of  £50,000  at  a  rate 
of  interest  not  exceeding  7  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  to  be  borrowed  for  thirty -five  years.  Then 
there  were  the  various  dues  which  were  to 
be  paid  to  form  a  harbour  fund.  When  they 
considered  the  present  state  of  the  colony,  the 
large  amount  that  had  been  borrowed,  the  amount 
•tiU  required  to  finish  those  works  which  for 
some  years  past  they  had  maintained  to  be  of 
absolute  necessity  to  the  colony,  and  which  now 
had  advanced  to  a  certain  stage  and  had  shown 
themselves  reproductive  works,  let  them  do  one 
thing  at  a  time  and  do  it  well,  and  not  place  in 
jeopardy  perhaps  the  most  important  works,  by 
diffusing  their  energies  and  attempting  what  was 
beyond  their  present  strength.  If  they  were  to 
continue  the  policy  for  which  they  had  borrowed 
BO  largely,  and  for  which  they  would  have  to  bor- 
row so  much  more  money,  then  they  would,  by 
adopting  such  a  course  as  that  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  make  that  policy  a  failure  instead  of  a 
success.  He  could  not  see  any  necessity  for 
carrying  out  all  these  works  in  the  different  har- 
bours at  once.  Some  of  them  might  well  be 
allowed  to  wait.  The  present  management  of  the 
harbours  answered  very  well,  and  would  do  so 
for  manv  years  to  come.  Why  then  should 
they  suddenly  run  into  debt  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  works  which  were  not  abso- 
lutely wanted  ?  Thev  should  first  do  those  works 
which  were  of  immediate  interest.  There  would 
be  plenty  of  time,  when  the  trade  and  population 
of  the  colony  had  increased,  to  turn  their  at- 
tention to  tliQse  other  works.  If  he  voted  for 
the  second  reading  of  this  and  the  other  Har- 
bour Board  Bills  which  would  be  brought  before 
the  Council,  he  would  certainly  stipulate  that 
the  clauses  giving  the  Boards  power  to  borrow 
money  should  be  struck  out.  All  that  they 
should  do  at  present  was  to  constitute  Harbour 
Boards  in  those  harbours  which  really  required 
them.  By-and-by  when  the  necessity  arose  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  invest  the  Boards  with 
borrowing  powers.  There  was  another  objection, 
in  addition  to  those  which  his  honorable  friend 
Mr.  Hall  had  pointed  out,  which  he  had,  namely 
to  the  dues  and  rates  which  constituted  the  Har- 
bour Board  funds.  Even  now  the  harbour  rates 
throughout  the  colony  were  greatly  complained 
of,  and  he  believed  it  was  more  expensive  for  a 
vessel  to  visit  the  harbours  of  New  Zealand  than 
those  of  the  Australian  colonies ;  and  if  the  rates 
were  increased  he  believed  that  the  burden  would 
&ll  very  heavily  on  the  colonial  steamers  that 
were  oonstanUy  running  to  the  different  ports  in 
^e  oolony.    He  thought  that  eome  of  the  Har- 


bour Board  Bills  should  be  passed,  but  others 
might  be  shelved  for  the  present  at  all  events.  If 
they  merely  constituted  the  Boards  and  gave  them 
certain  powers,  they  would  be  doing  enough  for 
the  present. 

♦  The  Hon.  Mr.  PATERSON  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  no  more  important  question  had  arisen 
during  the  session  than  that  now  before  the  Coun- 
cil.   Any  question  afiecting  a  country's  seaports 
must  always   be  of  great  importance,  and   the 
Council  should  beware  of  dealing  with  it  on  any 
light  or  superficial  grounds.    There  was  no  doubt 
that  a  number  of  these  Harbour  Board  Bills  now 
before  the  Council  might  be  laid  aside  for  some 
time,  as  they  were  not  of  immediate  importanoe ; 
but  there  were  others  which  it  would  be  inju- 
dicious to  put  aside,  as  they  referred  to  ports  of 
importance,  which,  in  the  present  transition  state 
of  affairs,  required  immediate  attention.     He  had 
no  iuloutiou  of  going  into  the  details  of  each  Bill 
at  the  present  stage.    Each  of  the  Bills  would 
come  up  in  its  own  turn  ;  and  it  would  be  well  for 
the  Council  to  bear  in  mind  that  each  should  be 
considered  when  it  came  up  as  fully  as  the  ad- 
vanced period  of  the  session  would   admit  ot 
There    was,  however,    one    principle    that    lan 
through  the  whole  of  the  Bills  which  might  be 
dealt  with  at  once — and  that  was  the  principle 
of  giving  the  Harbour  Boards  large  endowments 
of  land  and  also  extensive  borrowing  powers.    It 
was  manifest  that,  if  they  were  to  have  useful 
ports  for  the  country,  those  ports  must  be  kept 
m  good  order  and  repair,  both  for  the  receiving 
and  exporting  of  goods.     Therefore  there  must 
be  funds  provided  in  some  shape  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  those  ports.     Whether  that  provisioo 
was  to  be  in  the  shape  of  land  endowment  or 
anything  else,  must  be  decided,  he  thought,  in 
each  case,  as  the  Bill  came  before  the  Council. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  they  had  it  in  their 
power  at  present  to  make  endowments  of  Und  for 
the  support  of  those  ports.     As  had  been  re- 
marked, they  might  not  possess  that  power  some 
time  hence ;  and  it  might  be  a  question  for  the 
serious    consideration  of   honorable    gentlemen, 
whether  these  endowments  should  he  made  now, 
or  be  left  orer  till  another  opportunity.    As  far 
as  the  borrowing  powers  were  concerned,  ho  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  such  powers  should 
be  granted.    The  country  had  gone  on  borrowing 
for  some  years,  and  now  it  was  very  deeply  in 
debt ;  and  how  it  might  ultimately  extricate  itself 
even  from  its  present  engagements,  was  a  ques- 
tion with  regard  to  which  different  and  very  con- 
flicting opinions  were  held  throughout  the  coun- 
try.    Some  years  ago  the  Parliament  refused  to 
give   the  Provincial    Governments    any   further 
borrowing  powers ;  and  now,  when  it  was  found 
necessary  to  find  some  other  power  to  take  the 
place  of  those  provincial  authorities,  it  was  pw-  " 
posed  to  give  these  same  borrowing  powers  to 
sundry  Harbour  and  other  Boards  about  to  be 
constituted.      He    did    not   think  the    Council 
would  agree    to   anything    of   that    sort.     He 
thought  that,  except  in  peculiar  ciroumstances, 
the  borrowing  powers  should  not  be  given ;  bat 
the  general  question  of  the  seaports    was  one 
which  he  thought  the  CounoU  would  do  ireU 
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to  gire  particular  attention  to.  They  should 
weigh  eTerjr  Bill  upon  iU  merito,  and  deal  with 
it  aocordinglj.  He  would  support  the  Beoond 
reading  of  thu  Bill  upon  thoie  general  prinoiplea, 
and  he  would  ako  support  some  of  the  others ; 
hut  he  expected  that  largo  alterations  would  be 
made  in  ererj  Bill  as  it  came  before  the  Council. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  had  only  a  few  words 
to  say  on  this  subject.  He  was  glad  to  see  from 
the  speeches  of  honorable  gentlemen  that  the 
Council  was  determined  to  deal  with  the  respec- 
tire  Harbour  Board  Bills  upon  their  merits.  He 
thought  that  there  were  some  of  them  which 
might  be  allowed  to  stand  orer,  while  others 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  at  once. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MBNZIES  had  taken  notes  of 
the  objections  raised  by  honorable  members,  but 
at  that  late  hour  he  would  not  trouble  the  Council 
with  a  long  speech.  He  gatliered  that  the  general 
opinion  was  that,  prorided  the  borrowing  powers 
were  done  away  with,  the  Council  would  agree  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  would  have 
liked  to  see  the  borrowing  powers  retained ;  but 
he  thought  the  Council  would  not  agree  to  retain 
them,  and  therefore  he  would  be  willing  to  with- 
draw the  clauses  which  prorided  for  lx>rrowing. 
He  hoped  that  all  the  other  Harbour  Bills  would 
be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
elcTen  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Tue9day,  Vlth  October,  1876. 


Fint  Beading— Menrant  Claims— Dnnedin  and  Clntha 
Bailway  — Tnapeka  BaQwaT— Kaimai  Gh>ld  Field— 
Mininf(— Wynyard  Pier— P.  Stewart— Abolition  — 
Supply.  . 

Mr.  Speakrb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

PBATBBa. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
The  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill. 

MEUBANT  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  SWANSON  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
any  steps  are  being  taken  to  settle  the  case  of 
Mrs.  Meurant ;  and,  if  not,  whether  the  Gbrem- 
ment  will  consent  to  authorize  the  Postmaster- 
General,  on  his  return  to  Auckland,  to  inquire 
fully  into  the  matter,  with  a  xiew  to  a  final  settle- 
ment without  further  delay  ?  He  said  that  this 
case  had  been  for  many  years  before  the  House, 
and  there  were  many  people — ^and  he  was  one  of 
them — who  thought  that  a  Tory  great  wrong  had 
been  done  to  Mrs.  Meurant.  In  his  opinion  it 
was  high  time  that  something  should  be  done. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  Qoremment 
would  refer  the  matter  to  the  Postmaster-General 
for  inqniry  ;  and  after  that  inquiry,  the  Govern- 
ment woidd  come  to  a  decision  respecting  the 
action  they  would  take. 


DUNEDIN  AND  CLUTHA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  BURNS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return 
showing  the  total  cost  of  the  Dunedin  and 
Clutha  Railway;  also  the  cost  of  the  railway 
bridge  at  Balclutha  ?  He  would  be  glad  if  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  would  grant  his  re- 
quest. He  thought  it  was  right  that  the  House 
and  the  country  should  know  the  cost  of  this 
railway. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  no  objection 
to  furnish  the  honorable  gentleman  with  the  in- 
formation he  required  on  a  futuio  day. 

TUAPEKA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  J.  C. 
Brown,  «sked  the  GoTemment,  If  they  will  lay 
before  this  House  a  return  of  the  cost  of  con- 
struction to  date  of  the  Tuapeka  Railway  ;  also, 
the  probable  additional  amount  required  to 
complete  the  same?  He  had  visited  that  dis- 
trict twelve  months  ago,  when  he  found  that  the 
line,  as  far  as  the  earthworks  were  concerned, 
had  been  completed,  but  nothing  had  been  done 
towards  laying  the  permanent  way.  He  under- 
stood that  the  line  was  almost  in  the  same  po- 
sition now.  The  contractors  had  sent  in  a  cUum 
for  compensation,  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
incurred  serious  losses  through  the  incapacity 
of  the  Engineer.  He  thought  the  Government 
ought  to  lose  no  time  in  &ying  the  return  he 
asked  for  on  the  table.  He  also  thought  that 
the  Government  should  give  the  House  some  in- 
formation as  to  when  the  Tuapeka  Railway  would 
be  opened  for  traffic. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  that  on  one  or  two 
oocasions  he  had  given  explanations  to  the  House 
on  this  subject.  The  GK>vemment  had  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  give  the  information  the  honor- 
able gentleman  asked  for.  The  cause  of  delay  in 
the  completion  of  the  line  was  the  breaking  down 
of  one  of  the  contractors,  and  the  difficulties  with 
the  two  tunnels.  The  permanent  way  was  now 
being  laid,  and  the  line  would  shortly  be  opened 
for  traffic. 

KAIMAI  GOLD  FIELD. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  are  taking,  or  intend  to  take,  active 
steps  with  a  view  to  opening  up  the  Kaimai 
oountnr,  near  Tauranga,  for  gold  mining  P  This 
line  of  country  was  so  situated  that,  if  it  were 
opened  up  for  gold-mining  purposes,  it  would  do 
great  good  to  the  district  of  Tauranga,  besides 
increasing  the  revenue  of  the  colony.  He  was 
aware  that  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
opening  up  the  country,  and  he  only  wished  to 
know  whether  the  Government  were  taking  stepe 
to  remove  those  difficulties. 

M^jor  ATKINSON  said  the  land  in  question 
was  purely  Native  land.  The  Government  had 
instructed  the  Native  Commissioner  at  that  place 
to  get  the  land  opened  up,  but  it  had  been  delayed 
by  the  action  of  some  of  the  settlers.  The  Go- 
vernment would,  however,  use  every  endeavour 
to  get  it  opened  at  the  earliest  possible  date ; 
and  he  trusted  that,  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  any  influence  with  the  Suxopeans  thexei  hd 
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would  aaeare  them  that  the  Gkremment  were 
using  every  possible  ondeaTour  to  get  the  hind 
opened. 

MININa. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
any  lands  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  provi- 
sions  of  "  The  Resumption  of  Land  for  Mining 
Purposes  Act,  1873;"  and,  if  so,  wliat  is  the 
acreage  and  position  of  such  lands  P 

Bfajor  ATKINSON  beliered  that  nothing  had 
been  done  with  regard  to  tlye matter;  but  he  had 
not  receiyed  full  information  from  all  parts  of  the 
colony.  He  would,  however,  give  the  honorable 
gentleman  full  information  on  the  subject  at  an 
early  date. 

WTNYABD  PIER. 
Mr.  TOLE  asked  the  aoremment,  If  ther  in- 
tend giving  effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  in  their  report  upon 
the  petition  of  the  residents  of  Auckland,  Famell, 
and  North  Shore,  in  relation  to  the  interrupted 
passage  to  the  Wynyard  Pier?  The  necessity 
tor  the  presentation  to  the  House  of  the  petition 
mentioned  in  the  question,  arose  from  the  utter 
disregard  of  all  public  and  private  rights  in  the 
administration  of  the  public  works.  In  this  case, 
reclamation  works  had  been  carried  through  a 
pier,  which  had  been  in  uninterupted  use  for 
nearly  thirty  years  by  the  residents  of  Auckland, 
Parnell,  and  North  Shore,  and  hy  the  officers  and 
orews  of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  to  whom  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  riffht  of  passage  was  an  annoyance 
and  a  source  of  frequent  complaint.  The  Jablic 
Petitions  Committee  had  found  that  the  pier  had 
been  used  by  the  publio  for  about  twenty-eight 
years,  and  that  direct  aooess  to  it  should  be  given 


from  the'main  street.  He  sincerely  trusted  that, 
after  so  many  representations  as  had  been  made 
of  the  ^ievanee,  the  Government  would  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  the  public,  and  with  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  by  affording  direct  oonvenienoe 
of  passage  between  Short  Street  and  the  present 
pier. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  in  reply,  stated  that  the 
Government  would  either  have  to  extend  the 
crossings  or  to  make  a  bridge  over  the  railway, 
which  would  intolve  a  large  expenditure,  and 
'  the  Government  did  not  see  their  way  to  incur 
that  expenditure.  It  was  their  intention  to  make 
the  crossing  near  Mechanics'  Bay  answer  the 
purpose.  A  great  deal  of  oorrespondenoe  had 
taken  place  on  the  snlgect,  and  the  Government 
had  been  advised  that  no  prescriptive  right  to 
the  piv  had  ever  been  establii&ied  on  the  part  of  the 
publio ;  but,  even  if  that  right  had  been  estab- 
lished, the  Acts  of  the  Genend  Assembly  of  1871 
and  1874  took  the  right  completely  away.  The 
Act  of  that  Assembly  did  away  with  any  right 
that  ever  existed,  and  he  questioned  whether  any 
•uoh  right  ever  did  exist. 

P.  STEWART. 
Mr.  PEARCE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  will  give  effisot 
to  the  reoommendation  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  in  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Peter 
0tewartP 


Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  contractor,  in- 
stead of  taking  the  course  that  was  open  to  him, 
of  appealing  to  the  Engpneer-in-Chief,  went  direet 
to  the  Public  Petitions  Committee.  When  the 
Engineer-in-Chief  saw  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Committee,  he  said  he  would  be  prepared  to 
recommend  that  some  consideration  be  given  to 
Mr.  Stewart,  but  until  he  got  some  further  ex- 
planation he  was  not  preparod  to  say  how  fax  ha 
would  be  prepared  to  go.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  recommend  Mr.  Stewart  to 
apply  to  the  Engineer-in-Chief,  he  would  pro- 
bably inquire  into  the  case  immediately. 

ABOLITION. 
On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 

Sir  G.  GRBT.— Sir,  before  ^ou  put  iha^ 
motion,  I  beg  to  move  the  following  resolution : 
That  tliis  House  do  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  of  an  address  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  he  be  requested 
to  place  upon  the  supplementary  estimates  a  sum 
of  £5,000,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  oost 
of  legal  proceedings  to  be  taken  with  a  view  of 
determining  as  to  whether  **  The  Abolition  Act, 
1876,"  and  its  various  provisions,  be  uUra  mret : 
such  sum  to  be  charged  equally,  as  provincial 
liabilities,  to  the  Provinces  of  Auckland  and 
Otago.  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  any 
lengthened  remarks  upon  this  resolution.  I  may 
say  simply  that  I  propose  to  move  the  first  portion 
of  the  motion,  whicii  provides  that  a  sum  of 
£6,000  should  be  recommended  for  appropriation 
by  the  Governor,  leaving  the  latter  part,  as  to 
how  the  sum  shall  be  charged,  to  be  subsequently 
considered.  This  motion  appears  to  me  to  h« 
a  just  one.  The  Government  have  within  the 
last  few  days  giren  us  an  understanding  that 
these  questions  are  to  be  settled  in  a  fnendly 
manner.  I  apprehend,  therefore,  that  no  difficulty 
will  be  put  in  the  way  of  legal  proceedings  being 
-taken,  the  GK>vemment  having  deprived  the  Su- 
perintendents of  the  provinces  oi  all  funds  to 
enable  them  to  take  such  legal  proceedings.  In 
justice,  no  action  should  be  contemplated  that 
would  deprive  the  Provincial  Legislatures  of  the 
opportumty  of  having  this  matter  decided  in  the 
Supreme  Court  in  this  oolony,  or  any  Court  of 
Gh4at  Britain.  I  feel  that  a  sense  of  justice  will 
animate  the  minds  of  honorable  members,  and 
that  they  will  not  refuse  to  pass  this  resolution. 
I  therefore  simply  move,  That  this  House  do  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to 
consider  of  an  address  to  His  Sxoellenqy  the 
GoTcrnor,  that  he  be  requested  to  plaoe  upon  the 
supplementary  estimates  a  sum  of  £6,000,  for  the 
purpose  of  detraying  the  oost  of  legal  proceedings 
to  be  taken  with  a  view  of  determining  as  to 
whether  "The  Abolition  Act,  1876,"  and  its 
various  provisions,  be  ttUra  etras. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  only  trouble  the 
House  with  a  few  remarks.  I  trust  the  House, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  will  reject  this  motion,  for 
the  very  simple  reason  that  the  Houae  and  the 
Government  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
oouree  they  have  pursued.  The  House  is  quite 
satiafied  that  it  had  pimaed  a  legal  ooone  ;  and 
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it  would  be  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  the  HoQse,  baring  determined  to  take 
certain  aotion,  then  to  stultifj  itself  and  throw 
doubU  on  ite  own  proceedings  by  finding  means 
b^  which  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  which  is  con- 
sidered necfssary  for  the  good  of  the  country, 
should  be  attempted  to  be  npset.  I  say  that  tlus 
alone  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  rejecting  the  motion. 
Of  course,  if  Uiere  are  honorable  gentlemen  who 
really  belieye  that  this  law  is  uUra  vires,  then 
they  will  naturally  combine  together  and  take 
action  to  upset  it.  The  Gh>Temment  have  abso- 
lutelT  satimed  themselTCs  that  they  are  within 
the  law,  or,  rather,  that  it  is  within  the  power  of 
the  House  to  pass  this  Act,  or  they  would  not 
hare  recommended  the  House  to  pass  it.  The 
House  has  satisfied  itself  on  that  point  also, 
or  it  would  not  have  passed  the  law.  We  believe 
the  Home  GK>vemment  ha^e  satisfied  themselves 
on  the  point,  or  they  would  not  have  left  so 
important  a  law  as  this  to  its  operation.  I 
trust  (he  House  will  reject  the  motion. 

Mr.  HODGKINSOK.—I  hope  the  House  wiU 
not  reject  this  motion  :  on  the  contrary,  I  hope  it 
will  pass  it.  Although  two  years  have  elapsed 
■ince  the  Act  has  been  under  contemplation,  the 
Gbremment  have  not  had  the  courage  to  get  a 
satisfactory  legal  opinion  in  England  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Parliament  to  pass  such  an  Act. 
They  hare  not  satisfied  themselves  or  the  House 
or  the  country  that  the  Act  is  not  ultra  vires. 
It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  question  should  be 
fiUrly  tested  in  a  law  Court;  for,  unless  it  is 
fairly  tested,  the  country  will  nerer  be  satisfied, 
and  evil  consequences  must  be  the  result.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  this  question  of  illegality 
ought  to  have  been  'introduced  at  an  eariier  pe- 
riod of  the  session.  I  had  intended  to  bring  the 
matter  forward  when  the  honorable  member  for 
Bunedin  (Mr.  Macandrew)  brought  forward  his 
resolution  respecting  the  Province  of  Otago,  but  I 
was  unable  to  be  in  my  plaoe  through  sickness. 
I  shall,  therefore,  take  this  first  opportunity 
of  stating  as  briefly  as  I  can,  and  with  the 
utmost  candour,  what  I  consider  to  be  the  real 
state  of  the  case.  I  think  the  conduct  of  the 
QoTemment  throughout  has  not  been  such  as  to 
inspire  confidence.  Only  a  abort  time  ago  the 
Premier  himself— and  I  challenge  him  to  deny 
it — published  a  memorandum  calculated  to  de- 
ceiTe  the  people  of  this  country — although  that 
miffht  not  nave  been  his  intention 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  deny  it. 

Mr.  HODOKIIfSON.— WeU,  I  contend  that 
it  was  calculated  to  deceire  the  people.  If  the 
honorable  gentlenuui's  conscience  is  clear,  I  can- 
not see  into  that.  Certainly  no  other  conclusion 
could  be  arrived  at  than  that  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  the  countiy  were  deceived  by  the  publi- 
cation of  that  memoranduin.  Not  only  was  that 
memorandum  published,  but  lately  there  has  been 
published  a  despatch  of  the  Governor,  which  I 
suppose  was  forwarded  Home  with  the  advice  of 
his  Ministers.  I  say,  that  a  despatch  more  dero* 
satory  to  the  character  of  any  Grovernor  of  a  co- 
lony was  ncrer  written.  I  think  it  was  a  shame- 
ful thing  tliat  Ministers  should  have  allowed  such 
a  despaioh  to  be  sent  Home.    Having  carefully 


studied  the  Act  and  the  correspondence  that  has 
taken  place  on  the  subject,  I  liaTe  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  whole  thing  is  utterly  illegal 
— that  the  Abolition  Act  is  of  no  more  value  than 
a  piece  of  waste  paper.  I  contend  that  the  very 
fact  of  the  Ministry  not  having  taken  a  legu 
opinion  in  England  during  the  last  two  years 
shows  that  they  have  an  evil  conscience  on  the 
matter,  and  are  afraid  to  do  so.  I  made  a  mis- 
take, when  speaking  on  this  subject  on  a  former 
occasion,  in  referring  to  the  opinion  of  the  late 
Attorney-General,  the  present  Chief  Justice.  His 
opinion  was  not  quite  adverse.  He  did  not  say 
that  the  Act  was  ultra  vires,  but  he  advised 
the  Government  to  take  the  best  opinion  they 
could  in  England  on  the  point.  They  have 
not  yet  done  so:  if  they  had  done  so,  they 
might  have  set  the  minds  of  the  people  at 
rest.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  revolu- 
tionanr  party,  the  centralizing  party,  has  induced 
this  Assembly  to  exceed  its  powers.  On  two 
former  occasions  it  exceeded  its  powers,  and  had 
to  ^o  to  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  have  its  Acts 
vaUdated.  The  one  case  was  the  passing  of  the 
New  Prorinces  Act.  An  Imperial  Act  was  sub« 
sequontly  passed  to  declare  ralid  the  New  F^ro- 
vinces  Act.  The  other  case  was  the  passing  of 
the  County  of  Westland  Act.  That  Act  was 
rendered  valid  by  the  passing  of  an  Imperial 
Act — 81  and  32  Victoria.  We  have  evidence 
in  these  cases  of  the  Assembly  having  exceeded 
its  power;  and  we  need  not  be  surprised  that, 
on  this  great  occasion,  when  they  have  under- 
taken to  destroy  the  whole  Constitution  of ' 
the  country,  they  should  again  exceed  their 
powers.  ]3efore  going  further  into  the  sub- 
ject, it  might  be  as  well  to  state  to  honorable 
members  who  may  not  have  paid  much  attention 
to  it,  or  who  may  haye  been  misled  by  the  bold 
assertions  of  the  Ministry — it  might  be  as  well  to 
define  briefly  what  is  intended  by  the  word  "  aboli- 
tion." It  is  necessary  to  introduce  this  word 
when  the  boundaries  of  a  province  are  altered, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  County  of  Westland  Act. 
It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  word  abolition 
is  only  used  in  respect  to  the  complete  extinction 
of  a  province.  Mr.  Prendergast,  in  his  memo- 
randum, says  :  "  Consequently,  as  the  Westland 
County  Act  withdrew  territory  from  a  provinoe 
which  does  not  now  exist — that  is,  as  Canterbury 
Province  is  not  now  identical  with  the  province 
known  as  Canterbury  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  EngUsh  Act."  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
word  *\taij"  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  word 
means  incuvidual  provinces,  and  not  the  whole 
of  tliem.  I  am  informed  that  some  years  ago  an 
Act  was  passed  giving  the  Municipal  Corporation 
of  any  town  in  Scotland  the  power  of  closing 
public-houses.  On  the  strenstli  of  that  Act  the 
Municipality  closed  up  the  whole  of  the  public- 
houses  in  the  district.  The  case  having  been  re- 
ferred to  the  House  of  Lord?,  it  was  ruled  that 
the  closure  was  illegal — that  the  word  "  any  "  did 
not  mean  all.  It  is  necessary,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  start  with  clear  ideas  on  this  subject.  The 
House  must  bear  in  mind  that  this  Parliament  is 
on  an  entirely  different  footing  from  the  British 
Parliament    The  powers  of  the  British  Parlia- 
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ment  are  supremo  so  far  as  the  powers  of  any 
human  institution  can  be  said  to  be  so.  There  is 
no  limit  to  its  powers.  The  powers  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  New  Zealand  are  limitod.  It  cannot  go 
one  inch  further  than  it  is  authorized  bj  an  Act 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament.  The  simple  question 
at  issue  in  this  case  is,  has  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment authorized  this  Assembly  to  repeal  the 
Constitution  Act  of  New  Zealand,  especially 
clauses  8, 17|  and  18,  which  refer  to  the  Super- 
intendents of  Provinces  and  the  Provincial 
Councils  P  I  contend  that  it  has  not.  It  must 
also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  provinces  receive 
their  powers  direct  from  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
and  not  through  this  House.  If  there  is  any  ex- 
ception to  that  rule,  it  would  be  in  the  case  of 
the  new  provinces  when  they  derive  t<ieir  power 
from  this  Assembly ;  but  the  British  Parliament 
is  the  ultimate  source  of  power.  The  powers  of 
this  Assembly  are  limited.  That  is  a  very  ma- 
terial point  to  bear  in  mind ;  in  fact  the  whole 
question  hinges  on  it.  I  feel  quit<e  sure  that  a  great 
number  of  members  are  totally  ignorant  of  this. 
They  think  this  Assembly  has  power  to  abolish 
the  provinces,  a  majority  having  been  returned  to 
enable  it  to  do  so,  and  therefozv  the  thing  is  legaL 
I  regret  very  much  that  there  are  so  many  mem- 
bers of  this  Assembly  who  have  paid  no  attention 
whatever  to  the  constitutional  question.'  The 
first  proposition  I  wish  to  establish  is,  that  the 
powers  of  the  General  Assembly  are  derivative, 
not  inherent — ^being  derived  from  the  Imperial 
Parliament ;  the  second  is,  that  the  powers  of  the 
Provincial  (Govern inente  are  also  derived  from  the 
Imperial  Parliament ;  the  third  is  this,  that  the 
Imperial  Parliament  was  requested  to  pass  an  Act 
— the  Act  31  and  82  Victoria,  chapter  92 — for 
the  purpose  of  validating  "  The  County  of  West- 
land  Act,  1867,"  "and  of  giving  further  powers 
to  the  Legislature  of  this  oolony,  to  enable  it  to 
make  any  alterations  in  the  existing  provincial 
institutions  which  circumstances  may  render 
necessary."  I  quote  from  Sir  0.  F.  Bowen's 
despatch.  I  shall  refer  to  the  correspondence 
which  took  place  respecting  that  Act,  and  first  to 
a  memorandum  of  a  Minister  then  in  office.  The 
first  is  a  memorandum  by  Mr.  Stafford,  enclosed 
in  a  despatch  from  Sir  G-eorge  Grey,  dated 
November,  1867,  giving  a  synopsis  of  the  Acts 
passed.  I  will  rewi  this  passage,  referring  to  the 
County  of  Westland  Act : 

"  A  doubt  having  been  expressed  as  to  whether 
it  was  competent  to  the  New  Zealand  Legislature 
to  pass  such  an  Act,  and  it  being  obvious  that 
there  should  be  no  doubt  as  to  its  power  to  do  so, 
it  is  requested  that  if  this  doubt  is  shared  by  the 
Law  Advisers  of  the  Crown  in  England  it  may  be 
set  at  rest  by  Imperial  legislation." 

Then  Mr.  Stafford  goes  on  to  ask  increased 
power;  and  I  will  read  his  words,  which  are 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  the  Assembly 
having  power  to  abolisli  the  whole  of  tlie  provinees : 

"  Any  Act  passed  with  that  object  should  also 
confer  on  the  Now  Zealand  Legislature  full  powers 
to  provide  in  all  cases  for  the  government  of  any 
province,  the  special  circumstances  of  which  may 
require  f^m  time  to  time  changes  in  the  form  of 
government." 


Every  member  will  see  that  is  utterly  incon- 
sistent vrith  the  idea  of  the  total  abolition  of  the 
provinces.  The  next  is  a  memorandum  from  Mr. 
Stafford,  enclosed  in  a  despatch  from  Sir  Qeor^ 
Grey  in  1867,  in  which  Mr.  Stafford  goes  very 
largely  into  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the 
County  of  WestUnd  Act.     He  says, — 

"  Moreover,  having  regard  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  several  of  the  provinces,  and  the  increas- 
ing belief  entertained  that  they  will  not  be  able 
much  longer  to  maintain  the  present  provincial 
system,  it  is  considered  expedient  that  ample 
power  should  be  given  to  the  General  Assembly 
(if  it  does  not  alr^y  possess  it)  to  establish  such 
form  of  government  in  any  of  the  existing  pro- 
vinces, and  to  make  such  disposition  of  the  reve- 
nue, as  circumstances  may  from  time  to  time 
require." 

The  next  memorandum  is  from  the  Hon.  John 
Hall,  in  which  he  thus  refers  to  a  Bill  which, 
he  says, 

'*  — it  is  proposed  to  introduce  into  the  Imperial 
Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  removing  doubts 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  Act  of  the  General  >La- 
sembly  entitled  *  The  County  of  Westland  Act, 
1867/  and  of  giving  further  powers  to  the 
General  Assembly  to  enable  it  to  make  any  al- 
terations in  the  existing  provincial  institutions 
which  circumstances  may  render  necessary."  • 

The  expression  altering  the  existing  system,  as 
it  stands,  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of 
the  total  abolition  of  the  provinces.  In  a  de- 
spatch sent  Home  by  a  former  Governor,  the 
matter  is  referred  to  in  this  way  : — 

"  For  the  purpose  of  removing  doubts  as  to  the 
validity  of  « The  County  of  Westland  Act,  1867/ 
and  of  giving  further  powers  to  the  Legislature 
of  this  oolony  to  make  any  alterations  in  the  ex- 
isting provincial  institutions  which  circumstances 
may  render  necessary." 

All  these  recognize  the  continuance  of  provin- 
cial institutions,  and  are  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  total  subversion  or  sweeping  away  of  them. 
The  next  proposition  I  have  to  state  is  this : 
that  the  said  Act  81  and  82  Victoria  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Imperial  Parliament  and  was 
passed  through  both  Houses  of  Parliament  with« 
out  any  debate  whatever.  A  reference  to  the 
Bnglish  Mansard  shows  that  not  a  single  member 
of  either  House  spoke  upon  the  subject ;  and  I 
would  ask  honorable  members,  is  it  possible 
that  the  British  House  of  Commons,  if  they 
had  been  cognizant  that  they  were  asked  to  pass 
an  Act  enabling  the  General  iissembly  to  destroy 
the  whole  Constitution  of  New  Z«uand,  would 
have  passed  it  in  such  a  perfunctory  manner? 
In  the  Imperial  Mansard ^  the  only  record  I  find 
in  respect  to  this  Act  is  this  : — 

"  New  Zealand  Assembly  Bill. — On  motion  of 
Mr.  Addeblst,  Bill  to  declare  the  powers  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand  to  abolish  any 
province  in  that  colony,  or  to  withdraw  from  any 
such  prt)vince  any  parts  of  the  territory  thereof. 
Ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Adderley  and 
Mr.  Sclater-Booth.  Bill  presented  and  read  1st 
June." 

That  is  all  that  appears  in  the  English  Hansard 
with  regard  to  this  Act,  under  which  Ministers 
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Beek  to  destroy  the  Constitution  of  New  Zealand. 
Is  it  possible  that  the  British  Parliament  would 
haTe  passed  such  an  Act  as  ftlinisters  claim  thej 
passed  in  such  a  way  ?  No  man  with  a  conscience 
could  assert  such  a  thing.  I  may  make  another 
assertion,  that  the  Imperial  Pariiament  has  never 
been  asked  to  pass,  nor  has  it  passed,  any  Act  to 
enable  the  General  Assembly  to  repeal  clauses 
3,  17,  and  18  of  the  Constitution  Act.  In  this 
case  I  have  to  prove  a  negative,  and  tlie  only  way 
members  can  be  satisfied  is  for  thom  to  search 
to  see  whether  they  can  find  such  an  Act.  I 
maintain  that  no  such  Act  has  ever  been  passed. 
I  will  now  read  an  extract  from  a  memorandum 
by  Mr.  Prendergast,  then  Attorney-Qeneral :  — 

"  I  think  tliat,  as  this  is  a  declaratory  or  vali- 
dating Bill,  it  should,  in  its  phraseology,  assume 
that  the  Westland  County  Act  was  valid  from  the 
time  of  passing  of  that  Act ;  consequently,  as  tlie 
Westland  County  Act  withdrew  territory  from  a 
province  which  does  not  now  exist,  that  is,  as 
Canterbury  province  is  not  now  identical  with  the 
province  known  as  'Canterbuir  Province '  at 
the  time  of  passing  the  English  Act  in  1862,  nor 
at  the  time  of  passing  the  Westland  Act,  the 
words  '  now  or  hereafter  established '  should  be 
'  at  any  time  heretofore  established,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  established.*  If  the  word  '  now  '  re- 
mained, it  seems  to  me  that  the  effect  of  the  Bill, 
as  validating  the  Westland  Act,  would  be  open 
to  grave  question." 

This  is  essentially  a  validating  Act.  It  is 
true  that  Ministers  of  the  day  did  contrive  in 
a  surreptitious  manner  to  get  inserted  into  tho 
Act  additional  powers.  I  consider  this  was 
utterly  unwarranted.  There  had  been  no  de- 
sire expressed  on  the  part  of  the  provinces  that 
additional  powers  should  be  given  to  this  As- 
sembly, or  even  on  the  part  of  this  House.  It 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  part  of  that 
system  of  plotting  and  undermining  the  Consti- 
tution which  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru 
has  practised  during  the  whole  of  his  career.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  in  his  place  I  would 
tell  him  he  has  been  a  conspirator  from  the  day  I 
have  known  him.  What  was  necessary,  and 
what  the  Ministry  of  the  day  were  entitled  to 
ask  for,  was  to  have  the  County  of  Westland  Act 
validated,  and  remedy  its  illegality.  That  Act 
had  been  passed  with  the  sanction  of  tbe  House 
and  the  country,  and  they  were  warranted  in 
asking  that  it  should  be  validated ;  but  they  were 
not  warranted  in  gaining  increased  powers  to  be 
used  in  the  undermining  of  the  Constitution. 
The  validating  Act,  with  the  additional  powers 
asked  for,  gave  power  to  the  General  Assembly 
to  abolish  any  province;  but  it  does  not  give 
power  to  abolish  all  tho  provinces  simultaneously. 
In  proof  of  that,  I  may  read  again  what  the 
Ministers  say.  Mr.  Hall  stated,  **  to  make  any 
alteration  in  provincial  institutions  rendered  ne- 
cessary." Every  one  knows  that  alterations  do 
not  mean  total  destruction.  Mr.  Stafford  wrote 
to  tbe  same  effect : — 

"  Moreover,  having  regard  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  several  of  the  provinces,  and  the  increas- 
ing belief  entertained  that  they  will  not  bo  able 
much  longer  to  maintain  the  present  provincial 
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system,  it  is  considered  expedient  that  ample 
power  should  be  given  to  the  General  Assembly 
(if  it  does  not  already  possess  it)  to  establish  such 
form  of  government  in  any  of  the  existing  pro- 
vinces,  and  to  make  such  disposition  of  the 
revenue,  as  the  circumstances  may  from  time  to 
time  require." 

Here  you  have  the  expression  ''several  pro- 
vinces," showing  he  had  not  in  his  mind  the  whole 
of  the  provinces.  Then  the  despatch  of  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  and  Chandos  is  quite  conclusive. 
His  words  are,  "  and  for  the  purpose  of  validat- 
ing the  County  of  Westland  Act,  and  also  for 
making  alterations  in  the  provincial  system  of  New 
Zealand,  by  giving  further  power  to  meet,  by 
legislation,  requirements  then  existing,  or  which 
might  be  expected  to  arise."  From  the  whole 
correspondence,  it  is  quite  clear  that  such  a  thing 
as  asking  for  legislation  to  enable  this  House  to 
sweep  away  the  whole  of  the  provinces  had  never 
entered  the  minds  of  the  Home  Government, 
of  the  Governor,  or  of  the  Ministry  of  New 
Zealand.  Ministers  have  now,  in  a  very  unjust 
manner,  striven  to  sweep  away  these  institutions, 
and  they  have  not  the  courage  to  take  an  opinion 
as  to  the  legality  of  their  proceedings  ;  but  they 
have  put  forward  a  memorandum  calculated  to 
deceive  this  country  and  tbe  Home  Government, 
and  have  dragged  the  honor  of  tho  Governor 
into  the  dust  by  advising  him  to  send  Home 
the  despatch  of  June  last.  If  it  were  possible 
that  such  a  punishment  should  be  inflicted  upon 
them,  it  would  be  right  that  they  should  be 
impeached  for  Vhat  they  have  done.  Having 
read  the  despatches  and  correspondence,  showing 
what  the  spirit  of  the  Act  is,  I  will  show  its 
literal  meaning.  I  am  aware  that  the  Ministry 
now  in  office  and  their  supporters  have  not  acted 
in  an  honorable  or  fair  manner  in  this  matter, 
and  therefore  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  will 
take  advantage  of  the  literal  meanine  of  this  Act 
to  make  it  cover  as  much  ground  as  possible. 
However,  I  will  now  go  into  the  question  of  tho 
literal  construction  of  this  Act.  Let  us  suppose 
it  is  to  be  dealt  with  by  an  Old  Bailey  lawyer,  or 
by  any  unscrupulous  individuals  —  in  fact,  as 
unscrupulous  as  the  Ministry  and  their  adherents 
have  proved  themselves  to  be.  I  will  first  read 
the  Act : — 

"  31  AND  32  ViOT.  CAP.  XCII. 
"  An  Act  to  declare  the  Powers  of  tho  General 
Assembly  of  New  Zealand  to  abolish  any 
Province  in  that  Colony,  or  to  withdraw 
from  any  such  Province  any  part  of  the 
Territory  thereof.^  [31*<  July,  1868.] 

'*  Whesbas  by  the  third  section  of  an  Act  of  the 
session  holden  in  the  twenty-fiflli  and  twenty* 
sixth  years  of  Her  Majesty,  intituled  '  An  Act  re- 
specting the  Establishment  and  Government  of 
Provinces  in  tfew  Zealand,  and  to  enable  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Zealand  to  repeal  the  seventy-third 
section  of  an  Act  intituled  '*An  Act  to  grant  a 
Hepresentative  Constitution  to  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand," '  it  was  provided  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand, 


"  *  Thifl  Act  waa  rendered  necessary  bj  doubts  as  to  th^ 
validity  of  '  The  Coontj  of  Westland  Act,  1867.'  " 
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by  any  Act  or  Acta  to  be  by  Uiem  from  time  to 
time  passedi  to  est-ablish  or  proride  for  tbe  estab- 
lishment of  new  proTinces  in  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand,  and  to  alter  or  to  pronde  for  the  altera- 
tion of  the  boondariet  of  any  provincee  for  the 
time  being  existing  in  the  said  colony,  and  to 
make  proTision  for  the  administration  of  any 
such  provinoes,  and  for  the  passing  of  laws  for 
the  peace,  order,  and  good  goyemment  thereof: 
And  whereas  doubts  are  entoriained  jvrhether  the 
said  0-eneral  Assembly  hare  power  under  the 
above-recited  enactment,  or  otherwise,  to  abolish 
anv  such  proTinoe  now  or  hereafter  to  be  estab- 
lished, or  to  withdraw  from  such  province  any 
part  of  the  torritoiy  comprised  therein,  except  for 
the  purpose  of  ineludine  the  same  within  the 
limits  of  some  other  such  proyince ;  and  it  is 
expedient  that  such  doubts  should  be  removed : 

"Bb  it  TKBBBiroBB  BNAOTED  bjT  the  Queeu's 
Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal 
and  Ck>mmons  in  this  present-  Parliament  as- 
sembled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows : — 

"  (1.)  The  Gteneral  Aisembly  of  New  Zealand 
shall  be  deemed  to  have,  and  since  the  passing  of 
the  aforementioned  Act  to  have  had,  tne  power 
of  abolishing  any  proyince  al  any  time  heretofore 
or  hereafter  to  m  established  m  New  Zealand, 
and  of  withdrawing  therefrom  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  territory  comprised  therein,  and  of 
passing  ,lawB  for  the  peace,  order,  and  good  go- 
yemment of  the  territory  so  withdrawn  from  or 
ceasing  to  fonn  part  of  the  territory  of  any  such 
province,  whether  such  territoiy  shall  or  shall 
not  be  induded  within  the  limits  of  any  other 
province  of  New  Zealand  ;  and  also  the  power  of 
making  from  time  to  time  such  provision  as  to 
such  General  Assembly  shall  seem  expedient  re- 
lating to  the  effect  and  operation  of  any  such 
withdrawals  of  territory  in  or  with  respect  to 
the  province  from  which  such  tenitoiy  shall  have 
been  withdrawn,  and  the  Superintendent  and 
members  of  the  Provincial  Council  thereof  for 
the  time  being  in  office,  and  the  laws  in  force  in 
such  province  at  the  time  of  such  withdrawals  of 
territory  therefrom." 

If  this  Act  had  been  intended  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament  to  give  this  Assembly  power  to  repeal 
the  Constitution  Act,  or  at  all  events  those 
clauses  which  constituted  the  provinces,  it  would 
have  appeared  on  the  £Me  of  it.  I  may  add,  too, 
that  the  Ministry  would  have  asked  for  vaoh.  an 
Act  in  the  first  place.  But  nothing  of  the  kind. 
It  is  something  entirely  different.  What  appears 
here  is  that  certain  doubte  were  entertuned  as  to 
the  power  of  the  Aasembly,  under  the  Act  26  and 
26  Vict.,  enticed  "An  Act  respecting  the  Bstab- 
lishment  and  Government  of  Provinces,  &o.,"  to 
detach  a  part  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury  and 
constitute  it  into  the  County  of  Westland ;  and  in 
order  to  remove  such  doubts  this  Act  was  passed. 
On  the  &ce  of  it,it  must  appear  to  any  one  of 
common  sense  that  an  Act  removinff  doubte  as  to 
the  operation  of  an  Act  constituting  new  pro- 
vinces could  not  bo  an  Act  giving  power  to  abolish 
all  the  provinces.  It  is  utterly  contradictory  and 
oppoaea  to  reason.    I  do  not  wonder  at  the  Minis- 


tiT  believing  that  it  flave  them  such  power  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  them ;  because  it  ia  with 
them  a  question  of  heart  and  not  of  mind»  and 
their  feelings  are  so  involved  that  they  can  con- 
sider nothing  without  bias.  They  try  to  strain 
this  Act;  but  to  any  one  of  common  aense 
it  is  perfectly  plain  that  this  Act  was  not  in- 
tended to  abolisb  all  the  provincee.  How  is  it 
possible  that  an  Act  which  is  to  remove 
doubte  as  to  the  power  to  create  new  pro- 
vinces should  give  power  to  destroy  the  whole 
of  the  provinces?  The  thing  is  absurd.  Here 
is  the  wording  of  the  preamble :  "  And  whereaa 
doubte  are  entertained  whether  the  said  General 
Assembly  has  power  to  abolish  any  such  pro- 
vince now  or  hereafter  to  be  esteblished."  That 
shows  that  it  contemplated  the  creation  of  new 
provinces.  How,  then,  can  an  Act  which  contem« 
plates  the  creation  of  new  provincee  be  said  to  be 
an  Act  giving  power  to  aboush  all  the  provinces  ? 
Then  it  goes  on  to  say,  "  or  to  withdraw  from 
such  province  any  part  of  the  territory  comprised 
therem."  That  clearly  contemplates  the  exist- 
ence of  the  provinces ;  for  if  only  a  part  of  a 
province  is  to  be  withdrawn,  a  province  still  ex- 
ists. Then  it  says,  "  any  part  of  the  territory 
comprised  therein,  except  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
cluding the  same  vrithin  the  limite  of  some  other 
such  province."  That  is  the  third  time  already 
in  which  the  Act  asserto  the  continued  existence 
of  the  provinces.  I  hope  honorable  members 
will  exercise  their  common  sense  in^udgii^  of 
this  matter,  and  not  be  misled  by  the  confictent 
assertions  of  the  Ministry.  Then  it  goes  on,  "  Be 
it  therefore  enacted  " — and  so  on —  "  The  General 
Assembly  of  New  Zealand  shall  be  deemed  to 
have,  and  since  the  passing  of  the  aforementioned 
Act  to  have  had,  the  power  of  abolishing  any 
province  at  any  time  heretofore  esteblished  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  established."  That  is 
most  condusive  as  showing  that  the  provinoes 
could  only  be  dealt  with  individually,  and  not 
collectively,  particularly  when  it  is  i«ad  in  con- 
nection with  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Hall,  and  the  Government  which  I  hare  read. 
That  is  the  fourth  time  that  the  continued  exist- 
ence of  the  proTinces  is  contemplated  by  this  Act. 
"  Or  of  withdrawing  therefrom  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  tenitory  comprised  therein," — stiU 
contemplathiff  the  existence  of  the  provinces. 
That  is  the  fifth  assertion  that  the  provinces  are 
to  remain.  Then  it  eoes  on,  "and  of  passing 
laws  for  the  peace,  order,  and  good  government 
of  the  territory  withdrawn  :from  or  ceasing  to 
form  part  of  the  territory  of  any  such  pro- 
vince, whctlier  such  territory  shall  or  shall  not 
be  included  within  the  limit  of  any  other  pro- 
vince." That  is  the  sixth  time  in  which  the 
continued  existence  of  the  provinces  is  contem- 
plated by  this  Act.  We  next  go  on  to  read, 
"And  also  the  power  of  making  from  time  to 
time  such  provision  as  to  such  General  Assembly 
shall  seem  expedient  relating  to  the  effect  and 
operation  of  any  such  withdrawal  of  territory  in 
or  with  respect  to  the  province  from  which 
such  territory  shall  have  been  withdrawn." 
That  is  the  seventh  time  in  which  the  pro- 
Tinces are  asserted  by  this  Act  to  exist.    "  And 
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the  Su|MriDtendent  and  membert  of  the  ProTin* 
dal  Connoil  thereof  for  the  time  being  in  office, 
and  the  laws  in  force  in  eaeh  prorince  at  the  time 
of  such  withdrawal  of  territory  therefrom."  That 
k  the  eiffhth  time  that  the  continued  existence  of 
the  pronnoes  it  aiaerted.  I  contend  that  it  does 
not  reqture  a  lawjer  to  interpret  that  Act.  No 
man  with  brains  enough  to  bait  a  mousetrap 
ooald  be  entrapped  even  by  the  most  astute  law* 
jer  into  belicTing  that  that  Act  gave  power  to 
abolish  all  the  moTinoee.  The  whole  thing  is 
abenrd  and  ridlicaloas.  Considering  tiie  oor- 
lespondence  I  haye  lead,  I  think  not  even  the 
most  unsompulous  man  could  extract  from  that 
Aet  a  power  to  abolish  the  prorinces.  I  am 
sorry  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru',  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Gt)Temment  at  that  time,  is 
not  present ;  but  I  think  I  am  at  liberty  to  ex- 
pose the  TeiT  unwarrantable  action  he  took  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  In  the  first  place,  he 
sarrsptitioosly  obtained  these  increased  powers. 
The  Act  was  first  meant  to  validate  the  County  of 
Westland  Act }  and,  in  order  to  do  that,  it  was 
neoessaiy  that  it  should  be  able  to  take  away  part 
of  the<terrttory  of  a  proTince ;  bnt  the  honorable 
gentleman  saneptitioasly  obtained  power  to  take 
away  the  whole  of  the  territoiy  of  a  prorinoe. 
Stil^  howcTer,  the  Act  only  gare  power  to  deal 
with  the  prorinces  indiTidually,  and  the  con- 
•tmotion  ol  the  Act  shows  that  it  prohibits 
the  dealing  with  them  ooUeotiTely.  I  there- 
lore  leel  warranted  in  accusing  and  indict- 
faig   the   Ministry   of   that   day,— That,    when 

a^pWing  to  the  Imperial  GbTemment  ostensi- 
y  for  an  Act  to  Talidate  the  County  of  West- 
land  Act,  they  did,  without  the  cognisance  of 
the  eleotors  of  the  Tirions  pronnces,  secretly 
obtain  in  said  Act  increased  powers  to  enable  the 
€l«neral  Assembly  of  New  Zealand,  under  certain 
droomstances,  to  abdiah  any  proTince,  and  to 
place  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  territory  under 
a  different  system  of  gOTomment.  I  think  it 
would  be  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  go- 
Tsmment  to  impeach  them  for  this ;  for  they  had 
no  right,  in  this  secret  manner,  to  endeayour  to 
destroy  the  balance  of  the  Constitution,  and  get 
inorsased  powers,  without  the  sanction  of  the 
peode.  I  am  gla^  to  see  the  honorable  member 
ibr  Timaru  now  in  his  place,  for  I  have  something 
more  to  say  on  this  point.  I  may  say  of  that 
honorable  gentleman  now  that,  if  he  had  fulfilled 
his  proper  duty  as  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and 
ne  wnat  he 


could  to  check  the  profligate  eZ' 
penditure  which  has  been  soing  on  during  the 
met  few  years,  if  he  had  adnuMed  his  opinions 
in  a  proper  way,  and  if  he  had  waited  until  the 
•okmy  bad  accepted  this  change  of  its  own  free 
will,  I  should  with  much  grerter  pleasure  haye 
■Qpported  him  than  I  hare  now  in  speaking  of 
him  ae  I  am  bound  to  do.  I  beliere  this  plotting 
Idt  abolition  is  the  one  dark  spot  on  his  oharaoter, 
like  a  Mack  spot  on  a  fSur  white  ground.  I  do  not 
wish  to  Jadge  him  hj  his  action  in  that  mattw 
alone.  I  b^ere  he  has  qualities  that  go  fer  to 
eonatitute  a  great  statesman )  bnt  when  once  he 
nonnta  this  hobby  of  Centralism,  his  steed  takes 
the  bit  between  its  teeth  and  runs  away  with  him, 
twimpling  all  other  oonsidsmtionB  under  foot. 


What  I  wish  to  say  is  this :  Although  I  do  not 
admit  that  the  Ooyemraent  can  prove  that  this 
Assembly  has  power  to  abolish  the  proTinces,  yet, 
if  they  could,  they  would  at  the  same  time  prore 
that  they  had  obtained  that  power  from  tbe 
Imperisl  Parliament  by  improper  means.  I  put 
it  in  this  shape : — ^That,  if  they  could  proTC  their 
assumption  that  81  and  32  Victoria  gave  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  power  to  pass  the  Abolition  Act 
of  1875,  then  and  in  that  case  they  obtained  the 
said  Act  fraudulently,  its  full  scope  and  object  not 
having  been  made  apparent  to  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament. But  the  power  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  then  sought  to  obtain  is  utterly  incom- 
patible with  the  power  to  pass  a  sweeping  measure 
for  the  abolition  of  all  tbe  prorinces.  As  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  not  present  in  the 
earlier  part  of  my  remarks,  I  will  take  leare  again 
to  read  for  his  benefit  the  words  which  he  himself 
used  in  asking  that  the  Act  should  be  passed  by 
the  Imperial  Parliament  to  remore  doubts  as  to 
the  raUdity  of  the  Westland  County  Act.   He 

*'Any  Act  passed  should  also  confer  on  the 
New  2Jealand  Leflslature  full  powers  to  proride 
in  all  cases  for  the  goremment  of  any  province 
the  special  circumstances  of  which  may  require 
from  time  to  time  changes  in  the  form  of  govern- 
ment." 

Then  he  says, — 

*'  ICoreover,  having  regard  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  several  of  the  provinces,  and  the  increas- 
ing belief  entertained  that  they  will  not  be  able 
to  much  longer  maintain  the  present  provincial 
system,  it  is  considered  expedient  that  ample 
power  should  be  given  to  the  General  AasemDly 
— if  it  does  not  ahready  possess  it — ^to  establish 
such  form  of  government  in  any  of  the  existing 
provinces,  and  to  make  such  disposition  of  the 
revenue,  as  circumstances  may  from  time  to  time 
require,  without  regard  to  the  provincial  divisions 
and  forms  of  government  hitherto  subsisting." 

I  defy  any  one  to  say  that  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment could  on  that  application  have  understood 
they  were  asked  to  get  an  Act  passed  giving  this 
Assembly  power  to  abolish  aU  the  provinces, 
and  sweep  away  the  whole  Constitution  of  Kew 
Zealand.  It  is  quito  definite  what  they  were 
asked  for— namely,  inoreased  powers  from  time  to 
time  to  deal  with  the  several  provinces  as  cir- 
cumstances required.  The  Imperial  Parliament 
was  requested  to  pass  81  and  88  Yictoria,  cap. 
xoii.  t  an  Act  to  declare  the  powers  of  the  Gene- 
ral AssembW,  Ac.,  "for  the  purpose  of  valid- 
ating *  The  County  of  Westland  Act,  1867 ; '  and 
also  for  making  alterations  in  the  provincial 
sTstom  of  New  Zealand,  by  giving  the  General 
AssembljT  further  powers  to  meet  by  legislation 
the  requirements  tben  existing,  or  which  might 
be  expected  to  arise."  We  sll  know  what  '^d- 
teration"  means.  It  does  not  mean  total  de- 
struction and  obliteration  off  the  fece  of  tbe 
earth.  Here,  again,  is  the  Hon.  Mr.  John  Hall's 
memorandum : — 

**'R\b  Gbace  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and 
Chandoe,  in  his  despateh  No.  20,  of  the  26th 
February  last,  encloses  a  draft  of  a  Bill  which 
it  is  proposed  to  introdaoe  hito  t^  Imperial 
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Parliament,  for  the  purpoee  of  removing  doubts 
as  to  the  yalidity  of  the  Act  of  the  General 
Asaemblj  intituled  'The  Countj  of  Weetland 
Act,  1867,'  and  of  giving  further  powers  to  the 
General  Assemblj  to  enable  it  to  make  any  altera- 
tions in  the  existing  provincial  institutions  which 
circumstances  may  render  necessary." 

And  the  despatch  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary  is  directly  to  the  same 
effect.    He  says,— 

"  As  it  appears,  however,  that  an  alteration  in 
the  existing  provincial  sjrstem  of  New  Zealand  is 
urgently  needed,  Uer  Miyesty's  Government  pro- 
pose to  introduce  a  Bill  into  Parliament  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  further  powers  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  colony  to  enable  it  to  meet,  by 
legislation,  the  requirements  now  existing  and 
which  may  be  expected  to  arise." 

This  evidently  contemplates  a  gradual  change 
by  dealing  with  each  province  separately"^  and  I 
am  exceedingly  sorry  to  see  the  course  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru  has  taken.  In  contend- 
ing that  this  Act  gives  the  House  power  to  abolish 
all  the  provinces,  he  has  convicted  himself  of 
having  obtained  it  from  the  British  Parliament  in 
an  improper  way,  not  making  them  cognizant  of 
the  objects  which  he  had  in  view.  I  nave  also 
to  state  the  following  proposition : — That  "  The 
Abolition  Act  of  1875,"  being  passed  in  the 
last  session  of  an  expiring  Parliament  without 
an  appeal  to  the  constituencies,  was  in  contra- 
vention of  all  constitutional  usage  and  pro- 
priety, and  of  the  rights  of  the  elDctors  of  the 
various  provinces,  and  of  justice  and  morality. 
Kow,  I  am  aware  that  the  auumption  of  the 
Ministry  and  their  supporters  is  that  this  House 
has  power  to  abolish  the  provinces  without  refer- 
ence to  each  existing  province.  I  entirely  differ 
from  them.  Indeed,  such  an  assumption  is  totally 
inconsistent  with  federal  government.  Where  a 
Federal  Government  exists,  it  is  not  competent 
for  the  General  Legislature  to  abolish  any  pro- 
vince. What  can  be  done  is,  that  under  cer- 
tain regulations  constitutional  amendments  may 
be  made.  Thus,  for  instance,  in  the  United 
States  it  is  not  required  that  every  State 
should  consent  to  constitutional  changes;  but 
a  majority  of  three-fourths  is  necessary.  But 
these  changes  are  only  trifling  matters,  and  such 
a  thing  as  the  abolition  of  any  State  has 
never  been  contemplated.  When  the  Canadian 
Dominion  was  constituted,  the  different  provinces 
were  invited  to  join  voluntarily,  and  the  Federal 
Government  dared  not  attempt  to  abolish  one 
small  province — Prince  Edward's  Island — half 
the  size  of  Soutliland,  which  held  aloof  for  years. 
So,  Sir,  I  contend  that  in  any  system  of  federal 
government — especially  in  ours,  where  the  Con- 
stitution was  granted  direct  from  the  Imperial 
Government — it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
question  of  abolition  should  be  submitted  properly 
to  every  Government  affected.  It  may  be  said 
that,  instead  of  that,  we  have  an  Imperial  Act ; 
but  the  most  that  can  be  made  out  of  that  is, 
that  it  may  give  the  House  power,  under  certain 
circumstances  implied,  to  abolish  individual  pro- 
vinces, and  place  their  territory  under  a  different 
^stem  of  govenunent ;  and  that  must  be  done 


separately.  But  that,  I  must  say,  is  not  at  all 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
of  New  Zealand.  I  do  not  wish  to  oocupy  the 
House  any  further.  My  object  is  that  some- 
thing may  be  known,  both  by  members  of  this 
House  and  the  country,  on  this  question.  I  am 
sure  that  even  members  of  the  Opposition  hsTo 
not  studied  this  question  thoroughly;  and  the 
confident  bearing  of  the  Ministry  has  intimidated 
them.  The  Government  and  their  supporters  have 
said  that  those  who  may  oppose  the  Abolition 
Act  will  be  rebels;  but  it  is  desirable  that  the 
House  and  the  country  should  know  that  thia 
Act  is  utterly  illegal,  and  has  no  more  validity 
than  a  piece  of  waste  paper,  and  that  the  pro- 
vinces are  not  bound  to  pay  the  least  attention 
to  it.  I  hope  they  will  not;  and  even  in  the 
case  of  the  provinces  which  wish  for  aboUtion,  it 
will  still  be  necessary  for  them  to  go  to  the 
Imperial  Government  to  enable  them  to  give  up 
their  trust.  They  are  in  the  position  of  stewards, 
having  had  certain  powers  intrusted  to  them 
by  tl^  Imperial  Legislature;  and  they  cannot 
abandon  that  trust .  without  going  to  the  Im- 
perial Parliament.  Even  if  this  House  <liad  a 
right  to  abolish  the  provinces,  still  the  Gheneral 
Government  is  in  duty  bound  to  have  a  two- 
thirds  majority,  which  they  have  not ;  and  they 
should  also  have  referred  the  question  to  a  new 
Parliament,  whereas  we  know  that  they  pushed  the 
Abolition  Act  through  during  the  last  session  of 
the  most  corrupt  Parliament  we  ever  had  in  New 
Zealand.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pYononncing 
that  Act  to  be  a  thoroughly  revolutionary  and. 
destructive  measure.  If  any  one  thinks  these 
expressions  are  too  sttong,  I  shall  quote  from 
Santard  a  speech  deUvered  by  an  honorable 
member  in  another  place,  who  said, — 

''  This  Bill  is  a  destructive  Bill :  it  sweeps 
away  institutions  which  have  been  in  operation 
for  a  great  many  years.  .     .     Before  the 

Abolition  clauses  come  into  operation,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  another  session  of  the  Assembly  will 
take  place,  and  an  opportunity  then  be  given, 
which,  I  trust,  will  not  be  lost,  of  making  fur- 
ther preparations  for  the  revolution  whidi  we 
are  passing  through — a  revolution  which,  if  it 
occurred  in  many  countries,  would  be  discussed 
over  barricades." 

That  was  actually  said  by  a  member  of  the 
Upper  House  who  voted  for  the  BilL  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  describe  the  gentlemen  sitting  on  those 
benches  as  a  revolutionary  Committee.  Under  the 
name  of  a  Ministry  professing  to  carry  on  the 
government  constitutionally,  they  are  carrying  it 
on  more  like  a  revolutionary  junta.  They  are 
a  revolutionary  body,  not  entitled  to  the  respect 
of  this  House  or  of  the  country.  I  have  no 
animosity  against  honest  Abolitionists,  who- 1  be- 
Ueve  are  as  patriotic  as  we  are ;  but  I  have  a 
great  quarrel  with  the  Ministry  for  what  they 
'have  done.  They  have  treated  me  and  the  other, 
electors  with  the  rankest  injustice,  in  having^ 
passed  the  Abolition  Act  in  the  last  corrupt  Bar-. 
liament,  without  referring  it  &irly  to  the  people. 
When  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  people,  it 
was  not  done  fairly,  because  the  feeling  of  the 
opponents  of  AboUtion  was  that  the  thing  wa4 
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done  and  they  conld  not  prerent  it.  I  say  that 
in  every  way  their  conduct  was  unconBtitulional 
and  unfair.  Little  as  I  think  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  Gk>Temment,  they  hare  sufficient  wit  to  know 
— as  all  reTolutionists  know — that  a  bold  and  con- 
fident bearing  goes  a  long  way.  I  can  recollect 
reading  a  saying  of  the  famous  Danton,  that  the 
great  secret  of  success  is  audacity  d  Vaudtue  encore 
faudace,  ioujoun  audace.  The  Gh>Temment  hare 
amnle  wit  and  wisdom  to  understand  that.  That 
is  the  secret  of  their  success.  I  hope  that  in  my 
proTince  this  Abolition  Act  will  be  ignored  com- 
pletely. If  the  revolutionary  Committee  sitting 
on  the  Gbvemment  benches  attempt  to  interfere 
with  the  legally  constituted  authorities  of  the 
Province  of  Otago,  there  are  the  pblice  and  the 
law-courts  to  appeal  to ;  and  if  those  ordinaiy 
means  are  not  sufficient,  surely  there  are  plenty 
of  loyal  and  peace-loving  constitutional  subjects 
in  Otago,  who  could  be  sworn  in  as  special  con- 
stables. I  see  no  difficulty  at  all  in  the  matter. 
All  the  right  and  law  and  the  Constitution  is 
on  the  side  of  the  provinces,  and  the  General 
Government  cannot  attempt  to  enforce  this  Aboli- 
tion Act.  But  even  in  that  most  disreputable 
despatch  which  was  sent  Home  the  other  day, 
they  treat  the  idea  as  a  bad  joke. 

Mr.  SPEAKBB.— The  honorable  member 
should  not  use  such  language. 

Mr.  HODaKINSON.— I  always  bow  to  rour 
decision,  Sir ;  but  when  I  and  my  party  have 
been  denounced  as  rebels,  I  think  a  little  license 
should  be  allowed.  If  the  Government  had  a 
good  conscience  in  this  matter — if  this  abolition 
measure  had  been  carried  out  in  a  constitutional, 
legal,  and  just  way — ^then  they  would  have  no 
hesitation  in  using  force.  I  shall  have  a  further 
opportunity  of  speaking  on  this  subject  when  the 
PermissiTe  Abolition  Bill  is  brought  up.  I  hope 
that  honorable  gentlemen  will  talra  the  trouble  to 
read  the  documents  I  have  referred  to,  and  form 
their  own  opinions,  and  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  misled  by  the  Ministry.  I  shall  now  con- 
elade  by  saying  that  I  shiJl  support  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
M  I  think  it  is  desirable  that  something  should 
he  done  at  once.  The  proposition  of  the  honor- 
able senUeman  is  a  most  fair  one,  as  the  expense 
b  to  be  borne  by  the  provinces  which  are  anzions 
to  test  the  question.  If  the  Government  oppose 
this  motion,  it  will  be,  to  my  mind,  only  another 
eridencd  that  their  conduct  will  not  bear  the 
light,  and  that  they  dare  not  go  to  law.  I  hope, 
however,  that  they  *will  agree  to  pass  this  motion, 
and  I  may  on  another  occasion  have  something  to 
say  on  this  ouestion. 

Mr.  BEID.  —  I  hope  the  Gbyemment  will 
see  their  way  to  acree  to  this  motion.  At  the 
same  time  I  think  this  is  a  matter  which  requires 
a  great  deal  of  consideration.  There  is  a  yery 
strong  feeling  throughout  the  country  on  this 
question  of  abolition.  The  people  are  thinking 
whether  or  not  they  wiU  take  steps  to  resist  the 
action  of  the  Colonial  Government  in  bringing 
the  Abolition  Act  into  operation.  We  wish  the 
oneetion  to  be  put  to  the  Supreme  Court  to 
oecide,  and,  if  it  decides  that  the  Act  is  illegal,  I 
lay  that  the  expenditure  of  £6,000  or  £10,000 


would  be  a  trifle  as  compared  with  the  unseemly 
spectacle  we  should  present  to  the  world  if  we 
were  to  get  up  strife  about  it  amongst  the  people. 
While  I  do  not  agree  with  all  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  said,  I 
would  put  it  to  the  Government  that  if  those 
provinces  which  are  named  in  the  motion  were  to 
set  themselves  in  opposition  to  the  authority  of 
the  Gbvemment  the  credit  of  the  colony  would 
be  injured,  and  it  would  tend  to  loosen  the  re- 
spect for  the  law  of  the  land,  which  would  be  a 
matter  seriously  to  be  deplored.  I  think  that,  if 
we  can  test  the  question  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  money  that  would  be  spent  would  neyer  have 
been  better  spent.  I  shall  vote  for  this  motion, 
and  I  hope  other  honorable  members  will  do  the 
same.  I  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  eyen  £60,000 
would  be  a  small  matter  if  the  minds  of  the  people 
were  set  at  rest  on  this  question.  I  have  no  wish 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  at  this  period 
of  the  session,  but  I  would  ur^  upon  honorable 
members  the  necessity  of  agreeing  to  this  motion, 
with  the  view  of  Laving  the  question  tested. 
That  is  the  only  way  of  aUaying  the  doubts  that 
now  exist.  I  believe  that  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  would  be  accepted,  whicheyer 
way  it  goes. 

An  Hon.  Mxmbbb. — The  decision  of  the  Court 
in  New  Zealand  will  not  be  accepted  as  finaL 

Mr.  BEID.— Why  not?  I  believe  that  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  New  Zealand 
would  ffive  their  decision  strictly  according  to 
law.  ^r  my  own  part  I  do  not  believe  that 
lawyers  are  very  muon  better  elsewhere  than  they 
are  here.  I  would  urge  yety  strongly  on  the 
Government  that  they  should  waive  their  objec- 
tions to  this  motion.  Political  privUe^  are  in- 
volyed  here,  and  we  have  one  portion  of  the 
population  who  feel  themselves  aggrieyed  because 
they  believe  that  their  political  privileges  haye 
been  taken  away  from  them  by  an  Act  which  it 
was  beyond  the  power  of  this  Parliament  to  pass. 
When  it  has  come  to  that,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
unreasonable  to  ask  that  the  question  should  be 
settled  at  the  public  expense.  I  submit  that  the 
expense  of  testing  the  question  should  be  borne  by 
the  colony,  and  I  presume  that  if  the  Goyemment 
haye  to  defend  the  case,  it  will  be  at  the  expense 
of  the  colony..  I  think  it  would  be  very  unwise  on 
the  part  of  the  Gh>yernment  or  their  supporters 
to  oppose  this  motion.  I  myself  shall  certainly 
support  it,  and  I  hope  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  will  take  a  division  on  it,  in  order  to 
see  what  the  feeling  of  the  House  is.  I  say  that 
it  will  be  one  of  the  strongest  points  in  feyour  of 
the  Government  this  session  if  they  assent  to  this 
motion. 

Mr.  TOLB. — Sir,  I  rise  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  my  surprise  at  the  inconsistency  of 
the  Premier  in  endeavouring  to  dispose  of  this 
motion  in  the  manner  proposed  by  him.  On  a 
previous  occasion,  during  this  session,  in  the 
discussion  on  the  Proyincial  Abolition  Act,  I  find 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  said, — 

"  I  will  point  out  to  the  honorabirmember  for 
the  Thames  that  he  was  a  consenting  party  to 
the  passinff  of  the  Act,  and  that  whether  or  not 
the  Abolition  Aot  is  uUra  mrss  is  a  question  for 
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the  lftir*ooart8  to  daeide.  If  ha  likat  to  fight  it 
in  ft  oonsfitatiooal  way,  by  appeftl  to  the  Courts, 
of  course  it  will  be  quite  reasonftble." 

This  surely,  did  not  imply  a  suit  at  the  priTate 
eost  of  an  honorable  member ;  and,  now,  aftw 
saying  that,  he  tries  to  east  aside  this  question, 
as  if  it  were  merely  one  affeotine  a  bridge  or  a 
road,  instead  of  the  existence  of  the  Constitution. 
I  desired,  therefore,  to  remind  him  of  what  he 
has  already  said  on  the  subject.  It  is  dear  that 
it  will  not  do  for  the  House  to  pay  attention  to 
all  the  ephemeral  ntteranoes  of  the  Premier,  if 
they  can  be  so  soon  ignored  by  himself. 

Mr.  BBES.— Sir,  I  would  ask  whether  it  is  not 
the  duty  of  the  GoTomment  not  only  not  to  op- 
pose this  proposition  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames,  but  to  accede  to  it  willingly.  In 
fiust,  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
Temment  to  start  suoli  a  proposition  as  this 
ihemselret.  The  question  before  the  House  and 
the  oountiT  now  is  as  to  whether  the  power  to 
pass  the  Abolition  Aot  be  or  be  not  within  the 
power  of  this  House.  It  is  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety  that  in  some  parts  of  the  oountiy  this 
question  is  exercising  a  gK^  deal  of  influence  on 
some  people's  minds.  Some  honorable  members 
of  this  House  will  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
probability  of  any  resistanoe  being  offered  to  the 
Abolition  Act,  but  it  is  known  tint  such  resist- 
ance is  contemplated  in  many  parts  of  New 
Zealand.  The  people  beUere  that  Parliament 
had  not  the  power  to  pass  the  Abolition  Act. 
There  were  two  questions  to  be  decided — 
namely,  whether  it  was  right  in  constitutional 
law  to  pass  such  an  Aot  without  obtaining  the 
dbnsent  of  the  different  Legislatures  affected  by 
it,  and  whether  in  any  case  this  Assembly  had 
the  power,  under  the  Constitution  Act,  of  passing 
such  an  Act.  That  is  a  question  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  test.  I  am  astonished  that  the  QoTsra- 
ment  should  oppose  this  motion.  I  should  Uke 
to  know  whether  the  Ministers  will  themselves 
become  responsible  ibr  the  costs  if  the  decision  is 
against  the  Gh>Temment.  I  am  sure  they  would 
nerer  agree  to  such  a  thing.  As  £Mr  as  the  Pro- 
Tinces  of  Otago  and  Auckland  are  concerned,  does 
the  House  suppose  that  if  those  Provincial  Coun- 
eils  had  met  tiiey  would  not  have  voted  the 
money  now  asked  for  out  of  the  provincial  funds 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  question  P  I  should 
be  very  sorry,  on  a  question  of  this  sort,  to  assume 
a  tone  of  defiance,  at  to  attempt  in  any  way  to 
assume  a  dictatorial  manner  s  but,  as  a  matter  of 

fire  argument  and  sound  political  common  sense, 
would  submit  that  the  very  best  test  of  the 
tinoerity  of  the  Government,  the  veij  best  test  of 
the  feeling  of  the  whole  of  the  communities, 
especially  those  in  the  extreme  north  and  south 
of  the  cobnv,  will  be  found  in  the  Gk>vemment 
agreeing  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames.  It  is  impossible  to  put  the 
olgection  of  the  Government  on  the  ground 
of  eoonomy ;  there  will  be  far  less  economy 
in.  refusing  it  than  in  granting  it.  Do  the  Gh)- 
Temment  suppose  that  men  of  determination, 
vesolution,  courage,  intelligence,  and  ample 
means  wUl  tamely  submit  to  scush  a  wrong  P 
If  I  have  read  anght  the  histo^  of  all  grwt 


countries,  and  of  the  British  oolonies  them* 
selves,  men  did  not  usually  submit  to  auch 
wrongs,  such  indignities,  without  forcibly  mftking 
their  foelings  known.  Where  punishment  was 
brought  upon  them  not  by  any  act  of  Providence, 
not  by  any  unforeseen  calami^,  but  by  the  strong 
hand  of  might,  men  of  spirit  in  all  ages  have  re- 
sisted to  the  utmost.  They  were  never  known  to 
tamely  submit  to  such  attempts  as  this.  Putting 
aside  the  justioe  and  the  righteousness  of  the 
cause,  I  would  point  out  that  this  is  a  peaoeable 
battle,  and  ^ould  be  decided  in  a  peaoeable  wmj. 
The  great  countries  of  England  and  America  had 
not  recourse  to  arms  in  the  case  of  the  blockade- 
runners  that  entered  the  American  ports  during 
the  war  between  the  North  and  the  South.  If  they 
IumL  had  recourse  to  the  arbitrament  of  arms  the 
cost  in  money  and  bloodshed  would  have  been 
incalculable.  To  have  decided  by  the  sword  the 
incipient  quarrel,  which  was  settled  at  €bneva  by 
Just  arbitration  and  conference,  would  have  been 
disastrous  to  both  countries.  And  who  does  not 
believe  that  the  day  is  fast  coming  when  quarrels 
like  these  shall  be  determined  by  rsason  and  jus- 
tioe, and  not  be  left  to  the  strong  arm  of  might  P 
We  know  that  the  strongest  iMtttaliona  do  not 
always  fight  on  the  right  mie,  and  in  this  ease  the 
question  at  issue  is  of  such  importance  to  the 
parties  on  both  sides,  to  the  central  Government 
as  well  as  to  the  Provincial  Governments,  whose 
existence  is  dedared  to  be  at  an  end,  that  it  is  sur* 
prising  to  me  that  the  €k>vemment  do  not  ap« 
proaoh'it  in  a  more  conciliatory  spirit.  It  ia 
just  as  important  to  roe  in  the  one  case  as 
the  question  of  the  Uockade-mnners  was  to 
En^and  and  America  in  the  other.  The  grievoua 
feeling  that  existed  in  that  case  would  have  led 
to  a  war  between  those  two  great  States,  had  not 
wise  counsels  prevailed.  And  had  it  always 
been  so»  had  men  been  inclined  to  eonoede  some- 
thing, to  meet  on  a  common  platform,  where  the 
question  at  issue  oould  be  reasoned  out,  and  the 
judgment  of  a  competent  tribunal  obtained,  his- 
tory would  have  been  robbed  of  much  of  that 
which  has  darkened  its  pages,  and  left  a  blot  for 
all  time.  If  the  question  were  not  decided  in  the 
first  instance  ia  the  Supreme  Court  it  oould  bo 
taken  to  the  Court  of  Appeal ;  and,  if  neesineiy, 
to  that  final  Court  or  Appeal  for  the  whola 
colonial  Empire— the  Privy  Council,  where  the 
case  would  be  judged  dispassionately  bv  men  well 
versed  in  the  laws  not  onlv  of  this  colony  but  of 
the  whole  Empire  s  men  whose  names  are  qrnony- 
mous  with  iustice ;  men  wh<f  are  celebrated  for 
upholding  the  intefpity  and  honor  of  the  oountiy. 
If  we  can  obtain  the  arbitrament  of  these  men, 
the  question  will  be  for  ever  settled.  It  rather 
shows  fear  for  the  decision  of  such  a  tribunal  that 
the  Government  should  dedine  to  refer  the  ques* 
tion  to  it ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  shows 
that  the  provinces  concerned  desire  not  to  allow 
anything  in  the  shape  of  riolence  to  take  pUuM^ 
but  rather  to  submit  to  the  peaceful  judgment 
of  the  Courts.  No  other  motive  actuated 
the    honorable '  member    for    the 


moving  this  motion.  As  to  the  proposal  of 
the  Premier,  that  the  gentlemen  named  should 
themselvet  bear  the  brant  of  the  etrug^  I 
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would  nmind  him  that  wbererer  a  GoTenunent 
hat  foroed  the  people  to  test  their  righte  at  their 
own  eoet  thej  alwa^a  adopted  their  own  means ; 
and  with  what  resnlt  P  Why,  that  the  Govern- 
ment oame  to  grief.  There  are  historical  instances 
of  that — Hampden,  the  Seven  Bish<^,  and  the 
case  of  the  junerioan  States.  There  is  not  a 
single  instance  where  the  Goreroment  has  en- 
foroed  its  powers  against  the  rights  of  indiTiduals 
that  it  has  not  atterlj  come  to  grie£  That  is  not 
a  position  the  Goyemment  shoud  plaoe  itself  in. 
Thej  are  not  asked  to  OMt  anj  undue  burden 
opon  the  people ;  they  are  not  asked  to  do  any- 
thing on  jast  }  they  are  asked  to  test  a  great  oon- 
stitational  question.  There  mi^ht  arise  droum- 
stanoss  which  would  render  it  neosssary  that 
the  GoTemment  should  themselTss  go  to  law. 
Suppose  the  property  of  the  proyinoes  were  held 
by  Uiose  who  beliered  they  had  a  right  to  it,  I 
do  not  suppose  the  GoTcmment  would  appeal  to 
foroe ;  they  would  go  to  the  law-courts.  But 
would  the  prooeedings  be  conducted  at  the  per- 
sonal expense  of  members  of  the  Gk>TemmentP 
Certainly  not  Neither  individually  nor  oolleo- 
tiyely  would  they  do  any  such  thing ;  nor  would 
the  country  expect  them  to  do  it.  It  would  not 
be  r^t.  Where  public  righte  are  concerned  in  a 
large  constittttional  question  like  this,  individuals 
are  out  of  the  question.  Committees  become 
affected  by  their  jproper  organism,  their  proper 
officers ;  and  individuals  are  not  known  as  indi- 
viduals. It  is  upon  the  provinces,  the  Provincial 
Councils,  the  Provincial  Superintendents,  the 
lesponsibilitT  rests.  Th^  are  called  upon  in 
their  offioial  capacities  to  defend  the  public 
rights,  and  therefore  the  funds  necessary  to  carry 
on  such  a  war  in  the  law-courts  should  be  pro- 
vided by  the  country,  and  not  by  individuals. 
That  proposition  is  so  self-evident  that  I  fail  to 
gather  the  reasons  upon  which  the  Government 
oppose  the  motion.  Do  the  Government  mean 
to  say  that  £6,000  or  even  £10,000  would  not  be 
well  spent  in  such  a  case  P  So  the  Government 
mean  to  say  that  this  House,  which  has  prevented 
the  Provincial  Councils  from  sitting,  ana  declared 
that  the  hands  of  those  Councils  shall  be  tied  up, 
will  refuse  to  follow  the  course  which  would  have 
been  adopted  by  those  Councils  P  Is  that  the 
way  in  wnich  the  Gh>vemment  propose  to  show 
the  benefits  of  the  new  system  tney  are  inauffu- 
ratiDg  P  That  is  a  poor  example  of  the  benefits 
that  will  result  to  the  people.  They  should 
be  rather  glad  and  joyful  to  think  that  it  was 
proposed  to  appeal  to  the  arbitrament  of 
the  law.  If  the  dedsion  of  the  Courts  was 
against  them,  the  provinces  would  say,  "  If  we 
must  do  this,  we  bow  to  it.  However  we  may 
feel  grieved,  however  grievously  we  may  beUeve 
that  we  have  been  wronged  by  the  law,  it  is 
necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  dignity  of 
that  law  that  we  should  respectfully  obey  it." 
But  the  Gh>vemment  say,  "  Tou  shall  not  go  into 
the  Court  as  Superintendents  of  provinces  or 
Provincial  Councillors.  You  shall  not  go  into 
Court  in  any  official  capacity  whatever.  You  shall 
be  destroyed  without  your  voice  being  heard; 
and,  if  you  wish  to  go  into  Court,  you  must  go  as 
individuals."    But  no  individuals  would  have  a 


Uxmu  9iamdi  in  Court.  If  any  one  went  into  Court 
and  said  the  provinces  should  not  be  set  aside, 
the  answer  would  be,  ''Who  authorised  yon  to 
come  here  P"  What  solicitor  would  appear  unless 
he  were  authorised  by  the  Superintendent  aa 
Superintendent  of  the  province  P  No  member  ol 
the  Bar  would  do  it.  He  would  be  asked  upon 
what  authority  he  acted,  and,  if  he  had  no 
authori^,  he  would  have  no  right  to  ar^e  a  case 
which  affected  the  right  of  corporate  bodies  known 
to  the  law.  To  defend  his  own  existence  was  the 
first  doty  of  the  Superintendent  to  the  community 
in  which  he  Uved ;  and,  unquestionably,  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  of  the  province  would  have  voted 
the  necessary  funds ;  but  this  House  has  taken  it 
out  of  the  power  of  the  provinoee  to  do  so  i  and, 
aa  it  haa  made  formal  appropriations  to  the 
Ministry  of  the  day  for  provincial  purposes, 
it  ought  to  provide  the  funds.  When  a 
prisoner  is  arnigned  before  a  jury  upon  a 
capital  offence  for  which  he  may  suffer  death,  the 
very  first  thing  the  Crown  does  is  to  provide  a 
proper  officer  of  the  Court  to  conduct  the  do* 
fence  of  that  person.  There  is  no  such  thing 
aa  a  penon  being  tried  for  an  offence  which 
would  put  him  out  of  existenoe  without  his 
being  heard  by  counsel ;  and  in  a  gnat  con* 
stitutional  queation  like  this,  when  the  House  haa 
taken  away  the  power  of  the  provinces  to  do 
anything  tor  themselves,  it  should  not  decline  to 
provide  funds  to  test  such  a  question.  I 
trust  Ministers  will  think  over  the  matter, 
and  say  whether  they  are  not  taking  a  very  false 
and  wrong  step  indeed — a  step  which  will  prqu- 
dioe  them  in  the  minds  of  the  public  m  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  —  a  step  which  irill 
certainly  prejudice  this  House  and  Ministers 
themselves  in  the  minds  of  oalm  and  thoughtful 
people  at  Home.  I  should  like  to  pay  a  compli- 
ment to  the  honorable  member  for  Biverton,  for 
the  care  and  attention  which  he  has  bestowed  on 
this  sttbjeot,  which  presented  few  features  of 
interest  to  any  one  not  a  member  of  the  legal 
profession.  The  honorable  member  has  argued 
the  case  very  clearly,  and  with  a  great  deal  of 
legal  power,  with  just  eritioum  and  due  caution. 
I  think  what  he  has  said  should  be  sufllcient  to 
show  Ministers,  if  they  are  really  desirous  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  if  they  are  really  desirous 
for  the  benefit  and  advancement  of  the  country 
— that  they  would  be  acting  rightly  in  at  once 
acceding  to  this  motion — ^that  they  would  will- 
ingly lend  aU  their  help  and  assistance  to  have 
this  question  properly  tested  before  the  legal 
tribunals  of  the  colony.  I  hope  the  Ghovem- 
ment  will  reconsider  their  decision,  inasmuch  as 
it  can  do  this  House  or  the  country  no  good  to 
refuse  the  motion.  It  should  not  be  said  that 
the  Government  or  this  House  are  determined  to 
prevent  justice  being  done ;  that  tbey  are  deter- 
mined, whether  they  are  right  or  wrong,  to  carry 
out  that  which  tbey  have  made  up  their  minda 
to.  That  is  not  a  position  for  any  Government 
to  take  I  it  ia  not  a  safe  position  for  any  Govern- 
ment to  take  up ;  it  is  not  a  right  or  just  position 
— ^it  is  not  a  position  which  a  Ministry  that  loved 
the  country,  that  desired  to  see  its  progress  or  ita 
happineaa,  would  willingly  take  up.    I  truat  the 
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honorable  gentlemen  will  giro  to  tlie  subject  that 
conaideration  which  it  demands,  and  that  on  dae 
oonsideration  they  will  see  that  the  proposal  of 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  is  the 
most  reasonable  proposal  which  oould  hare  been 
offered.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  only  way  out 
of  the  diiBoulty.  It  is  the  only  means  of  quietly 
and  calmly  determining  the  question,  and  of 
coming  to  a  fair  and  just  decision  on  a  matter 
which  hitherto  has  evoked  so  much  hostile  spirit 
— which  spirit  seems  at  any  rate  not  yet  to  hare 
been  allayed  in  the  slightest  degree.  I  trust 
Ministers  will  reconsider  their  determination  ; 
that  they  will  see  that  they  can,  without  the 
least  loss  of  dignity,  allow  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  to  be  carried  ; 
that  they  will  show  that  they  are  prepared  to 
face  any  difficulties  that  may  be  in  the  way,  and 
to  test  the  question  in  a  thorough  spirit  of  up- 
rightness, fairness,  and  justice. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB.— It  is  not  my  intention  to 
follow  the  honorable  member  for  Biverton 
through  the  long  legal  argument  with  which  he 
faroujred  the  House.  I  say  this  without  any  dis- 
respect to, the  honorable  gentleman,  but.  this 
question  as  to  whether  the  Abolition  Act  is  ultra 
mret  or  not  has  been  discussed  for  two  sessions 
from  day  to  day,  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
nothing  new  can  now  be  said  on  that  subject.  If 
I  followed  the  honorable  gentleman  through  his 
long  legal  argument,  and  showed  the  erroneous 
principles  he  mid  down,  I  should  only  be  wearying 
the  House  without  tending  to  any  good  result. 
The  whole  subieot  has  already  been  laid  before  the 
House,  and  I  shall  confine  myself  entirely  to  giving 
other  substantial  reasons  why  this  resolution  should 
not  be  agreed  to.  I  shall  do  so  without  any  feel- 
ing, or  casting  any  imputation  on  anybody  in  any 
way  whaterer.  I  put  aside  altogether  the  very 
strong  expressions  used  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Birerton  without  any  necessity  whatever.  I 
have  only  to  say  that  in  his  legal  argument  he  has 
misled  himself.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
had  any  experience  in  discussing  legal  questions 
he  woidd  have  excised  a  great  dral  of  his  speech, 
in  which  he  endeavoured  to  cast  imputations  and 
doubts  as  to  the  motives  of  otlier  people.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  me  to  enter  upon  any  legal 
arguments  in  dealing  vrith  the  question  now.  I 
had  occasion  the  other  day  to  speak  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  then  endeavoured  to  put  before  the  House 
exactly  the  position  in  which  the  authorities  on 
all  sides  stood.  I  shaU  leave  the  question  en- 
tirely in  that  position,  and  endeavour  to  say  a  few 
words  in  answer  to  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  and  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  argument  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
was  fallacious.  He  assumed  that  the  Superin- 
tendents have  no  power  to  do  anything,  because 
he  says  their  powers  are  taken  away  by  this 
House.  That  is  a  direct  contradiction  to  his 
statement  that  the  Abolition  Act  is  ultra  vires. 
If  the  law  is  ultra  vires^  then  the  Superintendents 
may  lawfully  act  as  Superintendents  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  Provincial  Councils  have  all  the 
powers  they  ever  had,  and  the  Superintendents 
all  the  powers  they  ever  had.   One  portion  of  the 


honorable  gentleman's  argument  is  entirely  incon- 
sistent with  the  other.  If  the  Superintendents 
are  not  abolished  by  this  Act — if  the  powers  of 
the  Provincial  Councils  are  not  taken  away — if, 
in  other  words,  the  Act  is  uUra  mres — ^then  it  is, 
in  my  opinion,  perfectly  competent  for  the  Super- 
intendents and  Provincial  Councils  to  use  any 
moneys  of  the  provinces  for  the  purposes  re- 
quired by  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member 
ror  the  Thames ;  they  have  the  same  powers  as  they 
possessed  before  the  passing  of  the  Act ;  they  can 
spend  what  money  belonging  to  the  provinces 
they  please  to  test  the  question  of  ulira  vireg.  No 
doubt  we  have  a  written  Constitution  giving  us 
certain  powers  and  we  must  deal  within  the  bounds 
of  those  powers.  There  is  no  doubt  or  question 
about  that.  The  Supreme  Court  will  keep  us  to 
that.  This  question  can  be  determined  by  the 
Supreme  Court.  I  see  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
the  Suporintendente  of  Otago  and  of  Auckland 
taking  the  matter  into  the  Supreme  Court  if  they 
think  fit.  I  object  altogether  to  the  Generu 
Government  of  the  country  being  called  on  to 
interfere  in  the  way  proposied  in  the  matter.  It 
would  place  itself  in  a  most  anomalous  position. 
It  would  be  throwing  a  doubt  on  a  matter  with 
regard  to  which  they  conceive  no  doubt  whatever 
existe.  The  Government  are  under  the  impression, 
from  all  the  authorities  they  have  been  able  to 
consult,  the  authorities  which  legally  advise  them 
in  this  oountiy,  and  they  believe  also  backed  up 
by  the  law  authorities  in  England,  that  they  are 
not  in  a  position  to  say  that  they  entertain 
any  doubt  whatever  upon  this  subject.  If  they 
acceded  to  this  motion,  the  result  would  be  to 
throw  a  doubt  on  the  legislation  of  last  session 
and  on  the  legislation  of  this  House  on  the  sub- 
ject— ^to  throw  a  doubt  where  it  is  not  believed 
any  doubt  whatever  existe.  That  appears  to  be  a 
complete  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames.  Then  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  East  referred  to  a 
Serson  indicted  upon  a  capital  offence — ^I  hope  he 
oes  not  mean  that  the  Superintendente  are  to  be 
tried  for  a  capital  offence — and  said,  if  the  accused 
was  unable  to  procure  the  services  of  counsel,  the 
first  duty  of  the  Crown  would  be  to  appoint 
counsel  to  defend  the  prisoner.  I  apprehend  that 
the  provinces  are  not  m  a  position  to  require  any 
assistance  of  that  kind.  If  this  Act  is  ultra  vires, 
as  is  aUeged,  the  Superintendente  have  the  whole 
of  the  provinces  at  their  beck,  they  have  all  the 
powers  they  had  as  Superintendente,  and  they 
are  perfectly  competent  and  perfectly  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  I  will  not  say  that  it  is  the 
intention,  but  the  necessary  result  of  acceding  to 
this  motion  would  be  to  delay  the  coming  into 
operation  of  the  Abolition  Act.  I  do  not  quite 
understand  how  we  are  to  proceed  in  regard  to 
the  Supreme  Court.  I  do  not  understand  the 
machinery^  by  which  the  Supreme  Court  is  to 
give  ite  decision,  or  the  Court  cf  Appeal  after- 
wards. 1  do  not  see  the  machinery  by  which 
all  this  is  to  be  brought  about;  and,  more- 
over, it  does  appear  to  me  that  it  would  involve  a 
very  large  amount  of  delay.  I  would  ask  those 
honorable  gentlemen,  the  members  for  Auckland 
City  East  and  the  member  for  the  Thames,  whether 
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\hibj  baye  oonaidered  what  U  to  be  done  in  the 
imanHme.  le  the  Abolition  Aot  to  come  into 
operation  P  is  it  to  be  suipeoded  P  or  what  ie  to 
be  done  with  it  ?  The  result  of  the  adoption  of  this 
vesolatioa  neceeaarilj  would,  I  presume)  be  to  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  the  Act  for  some  time.  I 
would  ask  whether  that  is  the  object  the  honorable 
pentlemen  hare  in  Wew  ?  I  will  not  impute  any 
inteotions ;  but  the  result  of  their  itotion  would 
necessarily  be  to  create  Tery  considerable  delay 
in  bringing  the  Act  into  operation.  Of  course 
the  GbTcmment  are  in  this  position  t  They  haye 
taken  noon  themselvei  the  responsibility  of  their 
aete  \  whaterer  responsibility  exists  rests  on  them 
and  their  adrisers  in  the  way  they  are  carrying 
this  matter  throush.  The^  cannot  throw  off  that 
responsibility.  It  actinf^  illegally  or  unoonstitu- 
tionaUy,  tlie  reeponsibihty  rests  with  them.  I 
apprehend  that  responsibility  is  Tery  great ;  and 
they  would  not  incur  that  responsibUity  unless 
th^  felt  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Act  is 
not  nUra  etret.  This  motion,  if  agreed  to,  would 
throw  doubts  where  no  doubte  exist;  it  would 
throw  the  country  into  confiision,  and  would 
delay  the  ooming  into  operation  of  the  Act ;  it 
would  lead  to  the  suspension  of  the  Aot.  That 
ia  a  jpoeition  that  would  not  be  aooeded  to  by 
the  House.  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything 
to  justify  delay  on  the  subject.  It  appears  to 
me  that,  under  these  oiroumstanoes,  it  would  be 
WBong  on  the  part  of  the  Gh>Temment  to  aooede 
to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  tha 


Mr,  BHBBHAK.—Belbra  TOO  pat  Uie  questioa 
I  ihovld  hk0  to  make  a  mw  remariu  on  the 
aaotioB  before  the  Honse.  I  haye  listened  with 
a  ppeaft  deal  of  pleasnre  to  the  anoments  of  the 
honoffihle  member  for  Biyerton^Mr.  Hod^nson. 
I  tbiak  he  haa  yery  fairly  put  before  the  House 
tboee  points  on  whioh  any  reasonable  person 
would  admit  that  the  Abolition  question  is  open 
to  doubt  so  £Mr  as  relates  to  the  power  of  this 
House  to  pass  the  Aot  in  question.  I  wish  I 
could  disouss  the  question  as  ably  and  as  lucidly 
ae  the  honorable  member.  The  whole  question 
reete  on  the  interpretation  ol  the  Act,  which  the 
honorable  member  commented  upon  in  a  most 
lueid  manner.  The  question  was  whether  the 
power  to  abolish  any  proWnce  has  been  held  to 
mean  the  power  to  abolish  all  the  proTinces. 
Thia  question  hes  been  discussed  in  the  House 
oyer  and  oyer  again.  I  remember,  after  the 
session  of  1874,  that  a  yeiy  important  case 
bearing  exactly  on  the  interpretation  of  these 
words  oame  out  from  Home — a  case  recently 
argued,  I  belieye,  before  the  House  of  Lords. 
l£e  case  in  ouestion  arose  out  of  an  Act  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament  regulating  the  licens- 
ing of  publio-houses  in  oertam  boroughs  in  Scot- 
land* The  proyitions  of  the  Aot  empowered  the 
penons  who  were  to  carry  out  its  functions — I 
am  not  sure  whether  they  were  Justices,  members 
of  the  Borough  Council,  or  a  Board — to  shut  up 
any  public-house  in  the  borough.  The  words 
were  almost  identical  with  those  in  the  Act  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  giving  power  to  abolish  any 
proyinoe.  At  a  meeting  of  those  persons  they 
pawed  a  reeolution  to  shut  up  all  the  publio-houses 
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in  a  certain  borough.  They  appeared  to  think  that» 
because  they  had  the  power  to  shut  up  any 
public-house,  they  had  the  power  to  shut  up  aU~> 
that  the  power  to  abolish  any  gave  the  power  to 
abolish  all.  The  question  was  carried  to  the  next 
higher  Oourt  in  Scotland,  I  suppose  to  the  Court 
of  Appeal — I  must  confess  that  Sootoh  Courts  and 
Scotch  laws  are  matters  upon  whioh  I  know  very 
little — and  from  that  to  the  highest  Court  of 
Appeal  in  England,  the  House  of  Lords.  It  was 
there  argued  fully,  and  it  was  determined  that 
the  power  to  abolish  any  public-house  did  not  by 
any  means  imply  power  to  abolish  them  all  j  and 
any  person  who  will  candidly  refer  to  the  argu- 
ments and  judgment  in  that  case,  whioh  are  fidly 
reported,  wUl  see  at  once,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning, 
that  if  it  was  bad  law  to  have  interpreted  in  that 
way  "  any,"  as  giving  the  power  to  abolish  all  the 
public-houses  in  the  borough,  so  it  is  equally  bod 
law  on  the  part  of  the  advisers  of  the  Gbvemment 
to  contend  that  they  have  the  power  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  use  of  the  word  "  any  "  in  the  Im- 
perial Act  refeninff  to  the  abolition  of  pro- 
vinoes,  to  abolish  all  the  provincee.  All  the  sur- 
roundings of  that  Act  are  against  its  having  such 
an  interpretation,  and  I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timam  would  contend  that  he 
deliberately  planned  the  obtaining  of  power  to 
abolish  all  the  provinces  by  the  means  of  that 
Act.  The  oorrespondenoe  doee  not  disclose  that 
such  was  the  intention.  It  mentions  a  spedfio 
instance  in  reepeot  to  which  the  legislation  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  was  asked.  The  edition  of 
the  Constitution  Act  Amendment  Act,  as  it 
was  then  printed,  distinctly  states  in  a  foot, 
note  that  the  Aet  became  neeeesaiy  on  aoeonnt 
of  doubts  cast  upon  the  power  of  the  House  to 
pass  the  County  of  Weetland  Act.  All  the  sur- 
roundings of  the  Act  point  in  this  direction: 
that  it  was  to  give  power  of  a  speoifio  and  limited 
kind  to  this  Assembly,  to  deaf  with  a  particular 
case,  and  not  to  authorise  the  House  entirely  to 
abolish  or  destroy  the  distinct  form  of  provincial 
institutions.  The  powers  and  functions  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  political  body  of  this  colony 
— the  Gtoeral  Assembly  and  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cils— rested  upon  precisely  the  same  footing.  It  • 
is  not  as  if  we  Assembly  bad  existed  for  some 
years  before,  and  as  if  it  had  of  its  own  accord 
given  to  the  provinoee  these  legislative  functionB 
which  we  now  seek  to  destroy.  The  Assembly 
and  the  Provincial  Councils  took  their  powers 
and  duties  at  the  same  time  and  under  the  same 
Act ;  and  although  it  is  quite  true  that  the  . 
Assembly  had  overriding  powers  in  regard  to 
legislation,  that  circumstance  alone  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  Assembly  in  carrying  that 
power  to  the  extent  of  abolishing  their  humbler 
and  far  more  useful  neighbours.  If  there  be  one 
reason  more  than  another  why  this  motion  should 
receive  the  consent  of  the  Gbvemment,  apart 
from  finanoial  reasons,  it  is  their  neglect  in  not 
getting  an  opinion  as  to  the  powers  of  the  As- 
sembly. I  think  the  proposal  to  charge  the 
money  against  Auckland  and  Otago,  the  two 
provinces  which  mainly  object  to  abolition,  is  a 
reasonable  one,  and  remores  any  objection  to 
the  motion  on  the  score  of  Bnaace.    Otago  will 
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certainly  be  able  to  meet  the  liability,  and,  if 
Auokland  should  not  be  able  to  meet  its  Uabilitj, 
we  ought  to  stop  our  proposal  in  relation  to  is- 
suing Treasury  bills  on  aooount  of  that  proTinoe  ; 
because,  if  it  is  not  good  for  £2,000,  it  will  not  be 
good  for  the  many  thousands  the  Qovemment 
propose  to  raise  by  Treasury  bills  for  other  pur- 
poses. I  repeat,  there  is  one  special  reason  why. 
the  GhoTemment  are  called  upon  to  assent  to 
this  proposal,  and  that  is  their  neglect — I  may 
almost  say  criminal  neglect — for  the  last  three 
sessions  of  the  AssemUy  to  take  steps  which 
were  within  their  reach,  and  easily  taken,  with- 
out great  expense  or  trouble,  to  hare  settled 
this  legal  question  in  some  authoritatiTe  way. 
It  is  not  as  if  they  had  not  notice  of  the  fact 
that  this  legal  diiBeulty  existed,  because  in  1874, 
when  the  proposal  first  came  down,  many  able 
members  of  this  House,  some  of  whom  are  now 
no  longer  members  of  it,  distinctly  raised  this 
issue,  and  challenged  the  riffht  of  the  Assembly 
to  pass  a  law  alK>li8hing  tSie  prorinces  in  the 
North  Island.  It  is  not  as  if  it  were  raised  in- 
cidentally by  persons  whose  opinions  were  not 
worthy  of  notice  on  such  a  question.  It  was 
raised  by  men  whom  we  had  thought  fit  to  raise 
to  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  m  this  oolonr, 
who  there  have  to  interpret  the  law  upon  all  sub- 
jects to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  and  to  de- 
cidii  upon  this  question,  if  it  should  come  before 
them.  I  contend  that  it  was  the  first  duty  of 
the  G-OTemment  to  satisfy  themseWea  that  the 
Assembly  had  the  power  to  pass  such  an  Act 
So  far  as  we  know,  they  allowed  twelve  months 
10  elapse  between  the  sessions  of  1874  and  1875 
without  taking  any  steps  for  the  purpose  of  set- 
tling Uiis  question.  The  honorable  gentleman 
who  then  was  a  member  of  this  House,  who 
controlled  the  destinies  of  this  country,  and 
\o  whose  shortness  of  temper  or  infirmity 
of  health,  perhaps  both  combined,  we  have 
to  attribute  this  Abolition  policy,  had  taken  a 
journey  Homo.  Now,  he  was  at  Home  in  England 
for  a  great  many  months,  so  long  that  he  was 
not  able  to  be  present  here  in  the  session  of  1876  ; 
and  at  any  time  during  that  period  the  Govem- 
nient  might  have  communicated  with  him,  and 
have  had  the  whole  question  put  before  the  pro- 
per authorities  in  England,  who  would  have 
dealt  with  it  in  a  statesmanlike  way.  It  is  idle 
to  say  they  would  have  had  to  do  it  by  telegraph, 
for  that  was  not  necessary,  because  months 
elapsed  during  which  they  might  have  done  it 
by  correspondence  in  the  ordinary  way.  And 
you  may  depend  upon  it  that  the  statement  of 
the  case  put  before  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  in  England  would  not  have  been  a  state- 
ment of  the  case  at  all  unfaTonrable  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  this  colony, 
and  the  material  facts  bearing  upon  the  question 
would  have  been  so  eubmitt-ed  that  the  opinion 
given  would  have  been  eminently  favourable  to 
the  persons  asking  that  opinion.  By  the  way,  I 
have  some  hesitation  in  speaking  of  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  of  that  time  :  it  is  not  the  present  Govern- 
ment. I  admit  that  there  are  some  fragments  of 
the  previous  GoTemment  in  the  present  Cabinet, 
but  there  have  been  so  many  changes  that  it 


pussies  one,  and  I  cannot  keep  ooont  of  them, 
much  less  remember  the  particulars  of    aflreh. 
Changes  have  taken  place  upon  the  most  tririal 
cause,  and  I  may  almost  say  that  you  hare  only 
to  look   angry  at  the  GoTcmment  to  cause  a 
Ministerial  crisis,  and  the  resignation  of  two  or 
three  Ministers,  and  the  appointment  of  otbers. 
We  had  a  statement  made  some  time  ago  that 
the  policrf  of  the  new  Gbyemment  was  entoelj' 
irrespectiye  of  and  independent  of  the  aoto  and 
policy  of  its  predecessors  ;  but  upon  this  queetlon 
they  haye  indorsed  and  attempted  to  carry  out 
the  policy  of  their  predecessors,  and,  although 
they  may  not  be  individually  the  same  GoTem- 
ment  that  was  in  office  in  1874,  yet  for  all  par- 
poses  they  may  be  taken  to  be  the  same  GK>Tem- 
ment.    If,  Sir,  the  policy  of  abolition  proves  to 
be  a  success,  if  it  really  effects  the  object  whieh 
its  promoters  claim  to  have  in  yiew,  the  good 
goyernment  of  the  colony,  the  simplifying   the 
machinery  of  government,  the  reduction  of  the 
cost  of  government,  the  doine  away  with  taxation, 
and  enabling  the  whole  colony  to  be  governed 
from  one  centre  better  than  it  previously  was 
from  five  or  six — ^then  these  genUemen  on  the 
Government  benches  will    take  credit   for  the 
change.    That  being  so,  we  may  fiurly  say  that^ 
notwithstanding  these  changes,  these  technical 
crises  and  purely  formal  alterations  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Gbvemment,  that  is  the  same 
Government,  and  we  fairly  look  upon  them  to 
take  all  the  blame  that  will  follow  from   the 
prosecution  of  that  policy,  and  aU  the  oonae- 
qnenoee  arising  from  tiie  neglect  of  taking  the 
ordinary  precaution  prior  to  bringing  that  polioy 
into  force.    Having  thus  justified  mv  right  to 
speak  of  the  present  Government  as  the  Gh>vetn- 
ment  of  1874,  in.  referring  to  their  neglect  I 
will   say   that   had    they   taken    the   ordinary 
and  proper  precaution,  one  which  they  could 
have   taken  m    the  matter   at  an   infimtesimal 
cost,  and  if  they  had  been  advised  by  the  highest 
legal  authorities  in  England  that  their  power  to 
pass   this  measure  was  open  to  question — ^not 
adrised  that  they  had  not  the  power,  but  that 
it  was  open  to  question — they  might  have  gone 
a  step  further — everything  was   favourable    to 
carrying  out  such  a  step — and  asked  the  Home 
Parliament  to  have  given  them  power  to  have 
passed  a   law  of  the  nature  of  the  Abolition 
Act,  and  have  then  left  it  to  this  House  to  have 

fiven  effect  to  that  law  if  they  thought  proper, 
n  1874,  members  of  the  Opposition,  and  mem- 
bers belonging  to  the  moderate  party  who  have 
floated  about  from  one  side  of  the  House  to 
the  other,  took  the  view  that  this  was  an  illegal 
Act,  and  beyond  the  power  of  the  Assembly  to 
pass.  We  had,  to  my  mind,  unmistakable  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  that  the  highest  legal  ftinetion* 
ary  in  this  colony  had  grave  doubts  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Assembly  to  pass  such  a  BiU  when, 
in  the  beginning  of  1876,  we  had  an  opinion  from 
the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the  colony.  I  held 
then,  and  I  still  hold,  that  asking  that  high  lepal 
functionary  for  an  opinion  upon  a  question  whioh 
might  afterwards  come  before  him  in  a  judicial 
proceeding  was  a  most  indelicate  step  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.    On  the  face  of  tha}  ^ 
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opinion  there  wm  »  warning  of  the  most  specific 
kind  to  the  GoTemment  that  there  were  reason- 
able doubte  about  the  power  of  tliis  Assembbr  to 
pass  such  a  Bill.  That  opinion  was  carenilly 
KuardeJ,  and  the  first  two  or  three  paragraphs 
might  be  considered  to  suit  either  party ;  but  it 
contained  the  statement  that  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  seltle  doubts  by  obtaining  the  passing 
of  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  making 
dear  beyond  all  doubt  the  right  of  the  Assembly 
to  pass  the  Abolition  Act.  It  is,  to  my  mind, 
inoonoeiTsble,  a  matter  not  to  be  understood, 
how  any  persons  who  by  chance  or  accident 
or  by  abiUty  hare  found  their  way  into  the 
oouncils  of  His  Excellency  the  Gbvemor,  who 
are  adrising  him  to  depart  from  the  ancient 
landmarks  of  the  Constitution,  who  recommend 
him  to  initiate  a  policr  of  a  total  chance  of 
our  Constitution — how  those  people,  after  aU  the 
warnings  repeatedly  giren  both  m>m  friends  and 
the  Opposition,  should  hare  dared  to  neglect  to 
take  those  steps  they  might  have  taken  with 
advantage  to  tnemselyes  and  with  advantage  to 
the  country.  If  there  were  another  reason  why 
this  should  have  been  done,  I  think  we  have  only 
to  look  TeiT  shortly  and  biiefiy  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  change  arose.  It  is 
not  contended  for  one  moment  that  this  change 
has  arisen  out  of  demands  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  tbe  country  for  abolition.  When  the 
policy  of  immigration  and  public  works  was 
utroduced,  I  for  one  was  disposed  to  admit  and 
recognize  the  fact  that  that  measure  must  be 
looked  upon  as  paving  the  way  to  the  abolition 
of  the  existing  form  of  provincial  goreniment. 
There  is  no  use  in  disguising  facts  of  thai  kind. 
No  amount  of  party  duty,  no  seuae  of  loyalty 
to  party,  would  induce  me  to  conceal  that  that 
was  my  opinion.  I  felt  that  by  the  operation 
of  that  measure,  in  the  course  of  years,  the 
existing  form  of  Provincialism  must  give  way 
to  some  other  measure.  In  1870,  the  honorable 
gentleman  brought  in  his  policy;  and,  in  the 
next  year,  almost  before  he  had  sown  his  seed,  he 
strove  to  reap  the  harvest  by  introducing  a 
measure  to  deprive  the  provinces  of  a  certain 
portion  of  their  powers,  lest  they  might  interfere 
with  his  policy.  But  that  measure  he  was  after- 
wards obliged  to  withdraw.  In  1872,  1878,  and 
1874^  we  had  some  of  the  most  glaring  and  dis- 
graceful— ^I  use  the  word  in  a  parliamentary 
sense — ^instances  of  what  evil  results  must  follow 
from  purely  personal  goTcrnment.  This  House 
was  led  blmdly  by  one  individual  from  one  end 
to  the  other  of  the  political  road.  At  one 
time  the  provinces  were  to  be  kept  up  in  all  their 
vigour  J  and  although  it  was  shown  that  some  pro- 
vinces, in  consequence  of  financial  losses,  misht 
not  be  able  to  carr^  on,  still  the  House  was  caUed 
on  to  make  provision  in  their  behalf.  And  yet 
in  the  next  breath  we  were  told  that  the  provinces 
must  go — that  their  time  had  arrived — ^that  the 
hour  (S  their  death  bad  come,  and  that  nothing 
was  left  but  to  give  them  decent  interment.  At 
one  moment  we  were  told  that  the  cardinal  curse 
to  the  oolony  was  giving  powers  to  the  provinces 
to  borrow,  because  they  interfered  with  the  policy 
of  immigration  and  public  works,  although  at 


the  very  time  I  contend  that  in  the  Provinces  of 
Otago,  Wellington,  Canterbury,  and  Auckland 
immigration  and  public  works  had  been  better 
conceived  and  were  being  carried  out  better, 
more  economically,  and  with  more  satisfactory 
results  than  the  same  policy  as  carried  out  by 
the  colony.  Because  they  borrowed  money  for 
this  purpose,  we  were  told  that  they  had  woven  a 
rope  to  hang  themrelves,  that  they  were  working 
for  their  own  destruction,  and  that  they  should 
be  put  to  death.  That  doctrine  was  hardlj 
swallowed  by  the  Government  supporters  in  this 
House  before  we  had  an  exactly  opposite  doctrine 
propounded  to  us.  We  then  lubd  that  set  of 
Bills  which  were  by  some  called  the  "  neglected 
and  criminal  childLren,"  by  others  the  ''little 
pigs,"  and  bv  others  thtf  "  seven  deadly  sins/'  on 
account  of  their  number,  by  which  various  pro- 
vinces were  allowed  to  borrow  in  order  that  Uiey 
might  aid  in  carrying  out  the  colonial  policy  of 
immigration  and  public  works.  I  remember  weU 
that  when  those  Bills  met  that  fate  which,  I  be- 
lieve, the  principal  measure  of  this  session  is  now 
meeting  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
I  was  one  of  those  who  nrjoiced.  But  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  those  measures 
indulged  in  most  violent  language  against  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature  which  luul  thrown 
them  out,  and  threatened  to  bring  in  some  mea- 
sure to  reform  its  constitution,  to  make  it 
more  popular,  and  to  prevent  any  attempt  in 
the  future  to  set  at  naosht  any  deliberate  mten- 
tion  of  this  House.  We  had  next  year  an  en- 
tirely opposite  policy.  There  was  to  be  no  longer 
any  borrowing  power  given  to  the  provinces; 
they  were  no  longer  to  live,  but  were  to  be 
abolished.  A  stop  was  put  to  the  whole  of  that 
previous  programme,  and  it  was  reversed  without 
the  slightest  regard  to  .the  ordinary  rules  of 
decency  and  good  faith.  The  first  proposal  was 
to  abolish  the  provinces  in  the  North  Island. 
The  then  Premier  of  the  colony,  while  on  his  way 
Home  and  about  to  undertake  a  journey — the 
fact  of  his  being  about  to  do  so  hariug  been  care- 
fully concealed  from  this  House — when  attending 
a  large  meeting  of  the  electors  of  Auckland  City 
East  deliberately  repeated  the|  assurance  given  to 
this  Chamber  that  uie  Abolition!  proposals  would 
not  extend  to  the  South  Island,  and  that  the 
Government  would  strictly  abide  by  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  proposals  they  had  made  to  the 
House.  In  1875,  we  had  a  complete  reversal  of 
these  proposals,  and  abolition  was  to  be  made 
general  throughout  the  oolony.  I  contend  that 
the  acquiescence  even  of  that  section  of  the 
people  which  has  given  acquiescence  to  that  pro- 
posal has  been  obtained  {.by  a  fraudulent  re- 
presentation of  facts.  To  show  how  this  colony 
has  been  governed  during  the  last  few  years,  I 
may  say  that  in  tbe  North  Island,  in  order  to 
obtain  assent  to*  this  abolition,  statements  were 
made  that  the  Land  Fund  shonld  be  made 
colonial  revenue  ;  while  in  the  South  Island  the 
Government  made  statements  of  an  exactly  op- 
posite character.  I V  There  the  people  were  told, 
"  Unless  you  assentj  to]|  abolition  you  will  lose 
your  Land  Fond,  and  ^it^will  become  colonial 
revenue."    All^  these  cironmstancea  to  my  mind 
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point  to  this  oondasion :  that  as  the  change  was 
not  the  result  of  deliherate  stateamanlike  conrid- 
tion ;  as  it  was  conoeiyed  in  a  moment  of  irrita- 
tion, caused  by  the  refusal  of  this  House  to  adopt 
another  policy  which  this  Chamber  at  any  rate 
has  since  repealed  by  a  large  majority  ;  and  look- 
ing at  the  fact  that  all  these  wBrnings  and  assur- 
ances were  given  to  the  Gk>Ternment,  it  was  their 
bounden  duty  to  have  taken  some  ordinary  nre- 
cautions  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  themselyes 
that  they  wer^  right  m  the  course  thc^  were  about 
to  ask  the  House  to  pursue.  Only  a  few  days  ago, 
in  the  correspondence  that  took  place  between 
the  GoTemoT  and  the  Superintenaent  of  Otago 
upon  the  question  of  the  power  of  the  Assembly 
to  pass  the  Abolition  Act,  there  was  a  memoran- 
dum submitted  by  Itinisters,  and  in  that  memo- 
randum, as  has  already  been  pointed  out,  there 
was  a  deliberate  suggestion  that  Ministers  had 
obtained  and  possessed  legal  opinions  justifying 
the  action  they  had  taken.  That  memorandum 
traTelled  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  colony  on  the  same  day  on  which  it  was  pub- 
lished, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  very  many  per- 
sons on  reading  it  thought  that  Ministers  did  hold 
legal  opinions  justifying  their  assertion  that  this 
Assembly  had  power  to  pass  the  Abolition  Act. 
But  when  the  matter  came  to  be  discussed  here, 
what  turned  out  to  be  the  case  P  Why,  that  the 
statement  in  the  memorandum  was  simply  a 
Jesuitical  statement,  a  cunningly  deyined  state- 
ment, to  induce  people  who  knew  no  better  to 
believe  thnt  such  opinions  were  obtained;  and 
the  Premier  was  compelled  to  admit,  in  reply  to 
a  question  put  to  him,  that  the  G-ovemment  pos- 
sessed no  opinion,  no  memorandum,  no  corre- 
spondence bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  right 
of  this  House  to  pass  the  Abolition  Act.  That 
shows  that,  between  the  session  of  1875  and  that 
of  1876,  another  period  of  nearly  twelve  months 
was  allowed  to  elapse  without  any  action  being 
taken  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining an  opinion  in  favour  of  the  power  of  this 
Assembly  to  pass  this  Act,  or,  if  that  opinion  was 
against  them,  of  getting  an  Act  passed  by  the 
Imperial  Parliament  giving  that  power.  The 
conditions  of  the  case  during  last  year  were  quite 
as  fiivourable  as  those  of  the  year  before,  because 
the  theti  Premier  was  making  a  visit  of  a  some- 
what lengthened  kind  in  England,  and  he  did  not 
return  to  the  colony  until  about  February  or 
March  last.  So  that  for  soYne  months  after  this 
House  rose  Ministers  had  the  advantage  of  a 
champion  of  their  own  at  Home  who  could  have 
put  a  case  favourably  to  their  view,  and  have 
obtained  a  legal  opinion.  If  that  opinion  was 
not  in  their  favour,  they  had  the  advantage  of  a 
gentleman  of  great  tact  and  experience  in  Eng- 
land to  put  before  the  Imperial  Parliament  the 
necessity  of  passing  an  Act  to  give  the  power 
asked  tor.  If  the  Gbvernment  said,  *'In  1876 
the  House  adopted  by  a  large  majority  the  Aboli- 
tion proposals  of  the  Gh>Temment,  but  doubts 
have  been  raised  on  the  Opposition  side,  and,  to 
a  certain  extent,  have  been  confirmed  by  persons 
holding  moderate  views  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Assembly  to  pass  such  a  law.  We  recognize  the 
fact  that  this  is  a  great  and  important  change, 


and  we  ai«  desirous  that  it  should  he  made  in 
accordance  with  the  law.    We  shall  therefore, 
during  the  recess,  and  before  the  new  PailiAmeiifc 
meets,  which  will  be  elected  on  the  AboHtion. 
question,  take   steps,   first,  to    ascertain   if    we 
have  power  to  pass  such  a  law  ;   and  seoondlj, 
if  it  is  found  that  we  have  not,  to  seek  apecnfio 
powers  fh>m  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  aboli^ 
the  provinces  " — ^if  they  had  taken  that  oourBe,  I 
•hotud  have  been  prepared  to  support  them.     I 
contend  there  is  lio  harm  in  oof  having  saeli  n 
power  inherent   in  this  Attembly;  and  if  we 
possessed  such  apower,  and  there  was  a  cdesr 
minority  of  the  Hx>usd  in  favour  of  abolition,  ft 
would  be  the  duty  of  all  parties,  to  abide  by  ^e 
decision  of  the  Assembly  and  by  the  new  Conati- 
tution.     But  when  we  consider  that  all  tfaeae 
ordinary  precautions,  all  these  just  demands  on 
the  part  of  the  opponents  of  the  measure,  have 
been  systematically  neglected,  and  when  Ministers 
assume  that  they  had  this  power  from  the  start, 
although  they  have  taken  no  steps  to  ascertain 
the    f^t    from    competent    authorities,  we    are 
justified  in  asking  that  this  proposal  should  be 
granted,   in   order  that  the   question    may    be 
decided    constitutionally    and    leeally.     In    Hie 
profession   to   which   I  belong,   1   have   before 
now   known   a    man    to    be    perfectly   satisfied 
that  he  was  right,  and  that  if  his  case  went 
to  trial  he   would    get  a    substantial    verdict; 
but  when  the  case  came  to  trial  it  turned  oat 
to  be  completely  the  other    way,   his   lawyers 
were  taken  aback,  and  even  the  counsel  on  the 
opposite  side  were  astonished  at  getting  a  verdict. 
It  might  happen,  in  the  case  of  the  Abolition  Act, 
that  if  proceedings  were  taken  this  would  be  the 
result.    I  ask  Ministers  where  they  will  be,  where 
this  Assembly  will  be,  where  the  colony  will  be, 
if  a  judicial  tribunal  should  hold  that  this  Act 
is  uUra  vires  i    We  are  told  that  Ministers  aie 
responsible ;  but  I  have  no  opinion  myself  of  the 
value  of  such  a  responsibility.   What  will  happen 
wUl  be  this  :  that  they  will  simply  abandon  those 
seats,  and  somebody  else  will  go  in.    That  is  not 
responsibility.    If  they  were  called  upon  to  pay 
the  public  money  that  will  be  wasted,  and  for  the 
public  time  taken  up  in  defending  the  rights 
of  the  people,  that  would  be  true  responsibility ; 
but  there  will  be  nothing  of  that  kind.    They 
will  have  drewn  their  salaries  for  the  last  three 
years,  and  they  will  have  kept  the  attention  of 
the  House  and  the  colony  from  the  expenditure 
on   immigration  and  public  works.      I  ask  the 
House  to  note  this  fact :    that  since  the  intro- 
duction of  the  AboHtion  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment there  has  not  been  anything  like  a  systematic 
consideration  of  our  finances  or  of  our  Immigra- 
tion and  Public  Works  policy.    Any  honorable 
member  who  may  have  nit  indined  to  ask  the 
House  to  consider  our  finances,  or  who  has  taken 
an  interest  in  immigration  and  public  works,  has 
simply  been  throttled  if  he  has  attempted  to  bring 
these  matters  under  the  attention  of  the  House ; 
and  oven  if  he  has  been  listened  to,  his  proposals 
have  not  been  supported.     Bveryfiiing  has  been 
tried  by  the  Abolition  test,  and  nothing  of  im- 

S>rtance  has  been  discrissed  on  its  own  merits, 
f  ootirse,  there  are  small  tnaUors,  whieh  are  not 
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of  mnoli  moment  to  parties,  wMcli  hare  been 
treated  on  their  merits ;  but  all  the  main  questions 
bATa  been  dealt  with  on  the  consideration  of  how 
thej  would  affect  the  G-oremment.  It  was  an 
Abolition  GK>Temment ;  and  if  we  did  not  pass 
their  measures  they  would  go  out  of  office,  and 
somebody  else  would  come  in  who  might  hare  a 
leaning  to  the  old  form  of  ProTindu  GK>Tem- 
ments.  Now,  in  this  Tciy  session  I  hare  been  in 
the  position  towards  the  party  to  which  I  hare 
the  honor  to  belong  of  being  obliged  from  time  to 
time  to  sound  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  way 
in  which  they  were  going  to  vote  upon  public 
qtiestions  before  the  House.  And  I  hare  found 
mat  in  the  lobbies  many  of  the  members  who  • 
come  into  this  House  and  rote  for  the  Govern- 
ment are  loud  in  the  denunciation  of  their 
E>licy.  That  has  happened  upon  nearly  erei^ 
rge  question  brought  m  by  theGorernment  this  i 
■eesion.  Hononble  members  outside  the  Houso 
■peak  bitterly  against  these  various  proposals ;  and 
jet  such  has  been  the  effect  of  the  Abolition  policy  \ 
that  they  have  come  into  the  House  and  voted 
against  the  conrictions  they  deliberately  expressed  \ 
outside.  I  say  that  the  Government  have  simply  ' 
lived  upon  abolition  for  the  last  three  years.  In 
all  other  essential  respects  they  have  shown  their 
unfitness  to  hold  their  positions  on  those  benches. 
They  have  shown  themselves  incapable  of  grap- 
pling with  such  a  large  question  as  abolition 
implies;  bat  because  they  brought  down  the 
Abolition  proposals  and  are  identified  with  them, 
they  have  retained  a  majority  of  the  House.  I 
assert  that  upon  large  questions  a  majority  of 
members  have  voted  with  the  Goverument  when 
they  were  of  opinion  that  the  Government  were 
absolutely  in  the  wrong.  This  is  a  staten^ent 
which  is  capable  of  absolute  proof.  \  appeal 
to  members  of  this  House,  who  are  now  voting 
with  the  Government,  even  with  the  present 
small  assemblage,  if  they  hare  not  repeatedly 
said  during  the  present  session  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  abolition  the  present  Government  would 
not  have  remained  in  office  for  a  week.  If  the 
Abolition  question  were  once  settled,  that  follow- 
ing which  now  surrounds  the  GK)vemment  would 
disappear  like  snow  under  the  summer  sun,  and 
the  members  of  the  Gk>vemment  would  be  left 
in  solitary  gloiy  upon  those  benches,  with  no  duty  ^ 
to  perform  but  to  hold  office  until  their  successors 
were  appointed.  I  contend  that  the  Government 
have  deliberately  kept  this  question  before  the 
country  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  as 
a  buffer  between  themselves  and  public  inquiry 
into  the  administration  of  the  finances  and  the 
conduct  of  public  works.  I  contend  that  they 
have  made  use  of  it  as  a  lever  to  lift  through 
measures  which  would  not  otherwise  gain  a 
mijority  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  fact  that 
they  came  from  the  Government,  whose  only 
chum  upon  thenubliowas  that  they  had  taken 
up  the  policy  oi  abolition.  I  have  not  yet  had 
experience  enough  to  test  the  question  whether 
this  Government  is  more  conscientious  and  pos- 
Mised  of  more  principle  than  its  predecessor; 
bat  I  feel  perfectly  sure  that  the  Government 
which  met  this  House  at  the  beginning  of  the 
L  would  have  been  quite  prepared  to  throw 


abolition  overboard  without  the  slightest  con- 
sideration or  remorse,  if  it  was  necessary  to  do  so 
in  order  to  secure  a  majority.  If,  in  order  to 
keep  in  its  hands  the  control  of  the  public 
finances  and  the  public  lands,  it  had  been  neces- 
sary to  make  a  Jonah  of  abolition,  it  would  have 
fone  overboard  without  the  least  compunction, 
see  the  Premier  smUe,  but  I  do  not  beUeve  that 
in  his  heart  of  hearts  he  can  deny  what  I  am  say- 
ing. All  I  can  say  is  this :  that  the  keystone  of 
the  Cabinet,  the  leading  spirit,  the  guiding  star, 
a  star  which  has  now  ceased  to  exist,  or  at  any 
rate  whose  orbit  has  become  'so  distant  that  it  is 
no  longer  perceptible  to  colonial  telescopes,  has 
made  fir  more  remarksble  changes,  has  departed 
in  one  session  to  a  mater  extent  from  the  pro- 
gramme with  which  he  opened  the  session  than  is 
suggested  in  my  proposition  that  he  would  have 
thrown  over  abolition  entirely  to  gain  a  majority. 
I  am  not  taking  an  extreme  view  of  this  Abolition 
question.  I  believe  myself  that  the  repeal  of  aboli- 
tion pure  and  simple  is  a  measure  that  neither  the 
Government  nor  the  Opposition  could  fairly  ask 
the  House  to  consent  to.  If  we  were  to  go  back 
to  the  place  where  we  were  in  1874,  it  would  be 
far  more  mischievous  than  even  to  allow  the 
Counties  Bill  to  come  into  operation.  It  was  not 
in  1874  that  for  the  first  time  the  House  was 
warned  that  some  change  was  necessary  in  the 
constitution  of  Provincial  Governments.  That 
was  hinted  over  and  over  again  in  the  House  from 
1870  to  1874.  I  believe  that  in  one  of  the  first 
speeches  I  made  in  this  House  I  dealt  specially 
on  thnt  topic,  and  pointed  out  that,  whatever 
might  be  said  of  other  provinces,  Auckland  could 
not  carry  on  in  its  existing  position — that  the 
Government  would  be  compelled  either  to  step  in 
and  do  away  with  the  provincial  form  of  govern- 
ment in  Auckland,  or  would  have  to  strengthen 
and  build  it  up  so  as  to  enable  it  to  fulfil  its 
functions.  Abolition  was  not  a  new  theory  at 
all.  That  was  an  expression  of  opinion  coming 
from  independent  members  of  the  House,  and 
coming  as  the  result  of  conviction ;  but  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  which  has  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  colony  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  came  not  as  the  result  of  conviction, 
but  rather  as  the  result  of  punishment.  Their 
proposals  contained  in  the  State  Forests  Bill  were 
so  severely  punished  by  the  House  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  it  passed  in 
twenty-four  hours  from  being  a  member  of  the 
Provincial  party  and  an  advocate  of  provincial 
opinions,  to  be  an  advocate  of  the  most  ex- 
treme form  of  abolition  that  was  ever  talked 
of  in  this  House.  Even  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru,  who  has  been  a  consistent  Abo- 
litionist from  the  beginning,  has  never  uttered 
such  bitter,  unfounded,  and  unfair  things  of 
provincial  institutions  as  were  said  by  the  late 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East  and 
Wangonui  during  the  time  he  was  advocating  h$b 
Abolition  proposals.  I  do  hope  the  GOvemment 
will  see  their  tray  to  agree  to  this  resolution, 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  a  Verr  fkir  dethand. 
They  might  have  even  gone  further,  aM  tamde 
the  proposition  themselves.  They  might  have 
Mud/*  A  reasonable  section  of  the  Hooie  it  in  d6libt 


898 


Abolition. 


[HOUSE.] 


JJbolUian. 


[Oct.  17 


M  to  our  power  to  pass  this  Uw,  and  a  fair 
proportion  of  the  population  of  the  country  ia  in 
doubt  about  it.  Although  we  do  not  believe, 
looking  at  it  from  a  Ministerial  point  of  view, 
that  there  is  any  foundation  for  the  assertion 
that  physical  force  will  be  used  to  prevent  the 
Abolition  Act  from  ooming  into  force,  yet  we 
cannot  disguise  the  &ot  that  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  moral  resistance  to  the  Bill  in  two 
large  sections  of  the  colony.  To  settle  that  ques- 
tion, and  show  that  we  are  proceeding  aocoraing 
to  law,  we  ourselvea  will  invite  thoae  holding 
opposite  opinions  to  meet  us  in  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  the  country,  and  settle  the  question 
there.*'  There  would  be  nothing  strange  or  im- 
proper in  such  a  proceeding.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  has  discussed,  con- 
sidered, and  laid  down  propositions  in  regard  to 
the  powers  of  the  supreme  Leoislature  to  pass  laws, 
and  sometimes  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
has  been  that  the  action  of  the  Legislature  was 
ultra  vires,  Bven  if  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
colony  did  pass  sentence  against  the  Government, 
the  Court  of  Appeal  was  open  to  them ;  and  if 
that  went  against  them,  they  could  have  re- 
course to  the  supreme  tribunal  at  Home,  when 
the  matter  would  be  brought  before  men  of  the 
highest  legal  attainments,  perhaps,  in  the  world. 
That  beinff  the  case,  I  think  that,  forgettinp;  what 
personal  leelings  may  have  been  evoked  in  this 
Abolition  discussion,  setting  aside  all  minor  differ- 
ences, looking  solely  at  the  disastrous  results  that 
vnll  accrue  to  the  colony  if  it  turns  out  that  they 
have  no  power  to  pass  this  law,  Ministers  might 
very  well  afford  to  make  the  concession  that  this 
resolution  demands.  I  believe  that  the  amount 
asked  for  is  larger  than  would  be  really  re- 
quired. There  are  several  ways  in  which  an  issue 
might  be  raised  at  once,  and  submitted  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  colony,  at  a  cost  of  not 
more  than  £300  or  £400.  And,  if  the  question 
were  sent  Home,  I  think  it  might  be  sent  upon  a 
case  alone,  settled  by  both  sidiM.  I  contend  that 
if  the  Government  want  to  re-establish  the  con- 
fidence of  the  colony  in  them — if  they  want  to 
command  the  respect  of  the  Opposition  in  the 
House — if  they  want  to  remove  the  personal 
element  that  has  entered  so  veir  lai^ely  into  our 
debates,  and  the  introduction  of  which  I  deplore 
as  much  as  any  other  member — if  they  want  to 
show  an  honest  desire  to  govern  the  colony  con- 
stitutionally, and  that  they  will  not  allow  finan- 
cial exigencies  to  drive  them  into  breaking  the 
law,  they  will  concede  the  demand  now  mtAe  to 
allow  this  question  to  be  raised  fairly  and  consti- 
tutionally in  the  Courts  of  law.  I  am  not  going 
to  talk  rebellion.  What  I  may  do  if  the  occasion 
arises,  I  shall  keep  to  myself  until  that  occasion 
does  arise  ;  but  I  say  this  much,  that  it  is  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  because  this  Assembly  passes 
a  law  of  this  kind  the  people  are  bound  to  obey 
it,  or  that  they  will  incur  serious  consequences  hj 
resisting  its  coming  into  force..  I  contend  that  if 
it  shouM  happen — as  it  may  happen — that  this 
Act  is  illegal,  and  if  Ministers,  Mfore  that  point 
is  settled,  endeavour  by  physical  force  to  bring  it 
into  operation,  the  consequences,  whatever  they 
may  be,  will  reit  on  the  heads  of  Ministen  them- 


selves. However,  if  that  should  come  about,  and 
blood  is  shed,  the  heads  of  the  members  of  the 
Gt>vemment  would  be  veiy  insufficient  payment. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  deprive  the  House  and 
the  country  of  the  services  of  those  honorable 
gentlemen ;  and  I  can  assure  them — taking  a 
moderate  view  of  the  question — I  think  the  heads 
of  those  honorable  gentlemen  would  be  nothing 
like  adequate  compensation  for  the  mischievous 
consequences  that  would  ensue  to  the  country.  I 
remember  reading  a  poem  by  an  eminent  Eng- 
lishman—Sir  Wm.  Jones — who  lays  it  down  as  his 
definition  of  a  free  State,  that  it  is  composed  of 
men  who  know  their  rights,  and,  '*  knowing,  dare 
maintain."  I  contend  that  the  people  of  Otago 
and  Auckland  know  their  rights,  and,  if  they 
dare  to  maintain  them,  the  Government  know  in 
their  heart  of  hearts  that  they  would  be  perfectly 
powerless  to  prevent  those  rights  being  asserted. 
We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  an  at- 
tempt being  made  to  carir  this  Bill  into  effect  by 
means  of  war  vessels.  I  believe  that  there  are 
people  who  hold  such  extreme  views  upon  aboli- 
tion that  they  would  be  willing  to  employ  Her 
Majesty's  ships  to  put  down  any  attempt  to  resist 
this  Act.  But  I  hope  that  the  chivalrous  feeling 
of  the  commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  in 
these  waters  will  prevent  them  from  attempting 
to  put  down  resistance  to  an  illegal  measure. 
While  I  feel  that  this  is  a  matter  in  which  the 
Government  might  fairly  make  a  concession,  inas- 
much as  it  involves  no  departure  from  the  Uoe  of 
conduct  they  have  taken  up,  I  am  quite  certain 
that  any  attempt  to  persuaae  the  Government  or 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House  must 
necessarily  fail.  It  is  well  that  we  should  know 
that;  and  it  is  well  to  know  that,  even  in  this 
House,  though  we  may  fail  to  interest  or  convince 
honorable  members,  we  at  any  rate  catch  the 
ears  of  the  people,  and  we  may  put  before  the 
people  for  their  consideration  those  facts  and 
those  arguments  which  a  miyority  of  this  House 
are  not  disposed  to  listen  to.  We  have  been 
told,  both  in  this  House  and  out  of  it,  that  the 
allusions  made  by  the  opponents  of  the  Go- 
vernment policy  to  the  possibility  of  actual 
resistance  being  made  to  the  introduction  of 
the  Abolition  measure  are  disloyal.  But,  Sir, 
I  would  ask,  in  what  does  disloyalty  consist  ? 
To  my  mind,  it  means  the  going  against  the 
law.  If  this  Assembly  passes  a  law  which  it 
has  not  power  to  pass  le^sdly,  it  is  the  Assembly 
that  violates  the  law  and  is  disloyal ;  while  the 
people,  whose  instincts  teach  them  that  the  Abo- 
lition Act  is  ultra  vires,  and  who  resist  it,  are  the 
loyal  people,  because  they  are  merely  opposing 
a  measure  which  is  contrary  to  law.  If  it 
should  unfortunatelv  happen  that  Ministers 
press  on  this  Act,  if  they  compel  the  Act  to  be 
introduced  in  the  various  centres  of  the  colony, 
and  if,  as  a  consequence,  we  have  resistance, 
then,  Sir,  I  can  say  that  that  resistance  will  be 
just.  If  that  occurrence  takes  place — if  the 
people  are  driven  to  resistance  of  this  measure,  I 
should  not  like  to  be  a  member  of  that  Govern- 
ment. I  think  the  Government  will  in  that  ease 
have  a  very  great  responsibility  resting  upon 
them}  and  although  the  fi>rma  of  the  House 
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enable  them  to  pay  their  debt  bj  nmply  gWinff 
vp  their  seats  on  those  benches,  their  names  wiU 
go  down  to  poeterilT  with  obloquj  attached  to 
them.  I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  GbTemment  will  see  his  way  even 
now  to  say  that  the  GoTemment  will  allow  this 
question  to  be  decided  by  a  Court  of  law.  It  is 
not  fair  to  call  on  any  person  to  bring  an  action 
in  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  to  pay  the  expensee  out 
of  his  own  pocket.  This  is  essentially  a  consti- 
tutional question.  It  is  a  question  which  has  not 
been  raised  by  a  minority,  but  by  a  mijoril^  of 
this  House ;  end  I  think  the  Goremraent  will  act 
wisely  and  considerately  by  saying,  "  Very  well ; 
if  Ton  persist  in  this,  we  will  find  the  actual  cost 
to  be  incurred  by  laising  the  question  in  a  Court 
of  Uw." 

ICr.  BOWBN.— I  shall  not  attempt  to  follow 
the  honorable  gentleman  through  all  his  argu- 
ments, because  the  Gk>Temment  are  not  desirous 
of  wasting  the  time  of  the  House.  But  I  think 
it  is  my  duty  to  draw  attention  to  a  misstatement 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  hae,  I  hare  no 
doubt  inadvertently,  OMde.  He  hae  made  a  re- 
flection on  the  Chief  Justioe.  He  animadyerted 
on  the  bad  taste  displayed  by  the  Goremment  in 
obtaining  a  legal  opinion  from  the  Chief  Justioe 
last  year  on  the  subject  of  Abolition.  I  have  to 
8^  that  the  opinion  then  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
^use  wae  not  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justioe, 
but  the  opinion  fgiren  by  Mr.  Frendergast  in 
Deoember,  1874,  when  he  wae  Attomey-Ghsneral. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  admit  that  I  wae  wrong. 
What  I  referred  to  wae  the  letter  subsequently 
sent  by  the  GoTemment  to  the  late  Attorney- 
General. 

Mr.  BOWBN.— That  letter  wae  merely  written 
to  clear  up  a  misunderstanding.  HowcTor,  I 
need  not  revert  to  that.  With  regard  to  the 
main  issue  before  the  House,  I  can  only  say  that 
the  motion  asks  the  House  to  agree  to  the  tax- 
payers' money  being  spent  in  litigating  upon  a 
subject,  with  regard  to  which  the  Gh)Ternment 
hare  been  adyised  there  can  bo  no  doubt  what- 
cTer.  Having  been  so  advised,  it  would  be  mon- 
strous foUy  on  the  part  of  the  Gbvemment  to 
encourage  litigation  at  the  public  expense.  I 
only  rose  to  correct  the  honorable  ffentlenuua  on 
one  point ;  and  as  he  has  admitted  his  error,  I 
hare  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  HODGKIKSOK.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  asserted  that  the  GoTemment  have  been 
advised  that  this  Bill  is  legal.  I  should  like  to 
know  from  whom  they  got  that  advice. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  late  Attorney-Gene- 
ral and  the  present  Solicitor-General. 

Mr.  DE  IjAUTOUB.— I  understand  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  say  that  the  opinions  had  been 
giren  by  the  late  Attomey^General  and  the  pre- 
sent Solicitor-General  P 

Mr.  BO  WEN.— Yes,  they  gave  their  opinions. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  think  that,  if  the 
GK>vemment  have  an  official  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject from  any  lawyer,  it  ought  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOWBN.— It  was  laid  before  the  House 
last  year.    It  is  on  the  records  of  the  House. 

lir.  DE  LAUTOUB,— Well,  we  understand 


that  their  advice  is  limited  to  the  advice  which 
we  have  records  of,  but  nothing  further.  I  think 
it  is  well  that  this  opportunity  should  be  taken 
to  refute  a  statement  which  has  been  very  un- 
justly circulated  by  organs  representing  Govern- 
ment opinion — ^namely,  that  an  eminent  member 
of  this  House,  who  is  now  in  Otago,  has  been 
corresponding  with  members  of  this  House  with 
the  view  of  obtaining  support  in  what  they  are 
pleased  to  term  "rebellious  aotion."  I  think 
that  any  organs  of  public  opinion  ought  to  be 
very  chary  m  giving  currency  to  statements  of 
this  sort  with  reference  to  such  a  gentleman  as 
Mr.  Macandrew,  who  has  done  so  much  for  the 
colony.  We  have  no  reason  whatever  for  sup- 
posing that  Mr.  Macandrew  had  any  idea  of  dis- 
obeying the  law  of  the  colony.  I  merely  vrish  to 
say  this  much ;  and  I  do  hope  the  organs  which 
have  given  expression  to  such  opinions  will  admit 
that  they  have  been  misinformed. 

Question  put»  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question  ;^'  upon  which 
a  division  was  oalled  for,  with  the  following 
result: — 

Ayes         ...   • 82 

Noes         20 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Biyoe, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  R.  DougUs, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Ghrey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgnnson, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Borke, 

For, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Cox, 
ICr.  Harper, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Sharp. 
The  motion  was 


Atbb. 
Mr. 
ICr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
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Reynolds, 

Riehardson, 

Richmond, 

Seymour, 

Staffoid, 

Stevens, 

Tftwiti, 

Teechemaker, 

Tribe, 

Wakefield, 

Whitaker, 

Williams, 

Wooloock. 


No 


TeUmrt, 
Bfr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Fyke. 

B. 

Mr.  Reid, 
ICr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaioa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 


TeUert. 
Mr.Rees, 
Mr.  Shoehan. 
Paxbb. 

Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Tonks, 
Mr.  Lamaoh, 
Mr.  Seaton. 
consequently  negatived. 
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SUPPLY. 
The  Home  went  into  Oonunittee  of  Supply. 

Class  VI.— Nativb  Depabticsnt. 
Salaries  and  Contingencies,  £22,332  18s.  9cL 
Mr.  SUBEHAN  moYed  that  the  item  be  re- 
duced by  £5,000 ;  and  remarked  that,  on  the  pre- 
Tioue  evening,  when  the  item  for  the  Native 
Department  was  proposed,  he  confined  himself 
strictly  to  the  rules  of  debate  in  proposing  the 
reduction;  but  afberwarda,  as  the  debate  went 
on,  its  area  widened  into  a  discussion  upon  the 
Native  policy  of  the  Gbvemment.  In  speaking 
to  the  question,  he  did  not  propose  that  the 
whole  of  these  Native  Assessors  should  be  abo- 
lished at  one  time.  He  distincUv  stated  that 
that  would  not  be  a  wise  step,  but  he  was  never- 
theless convinced  that  large  raductions  could  be 
made.  First  of  all,  they  were  told  by  the  Go- 
remment  that  these  appointmente  were  not  made 
by  Sir  Donald  McLean — ^that  he  found  more  than 
two-thirds  of  them  there  when  he  came  into 
office  s  but  that  was  no  answer  to  his  statement 
that  they  were  unnecessary.  He  did  not  say 
that  they  were  appointed  by  Sfr  Donald  McLean. 
He  simply  aigued  that  they  were  there,  that  a 
great  many  of  them  micht  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  reductions  could  thus  be  made.  There  were 
a  few  Assessors  he  would  like  to  see  retained, 
such  as  Wi  te  Wbeoro,  in  the  Waikato ;  Taipari, 
at  the  Thames;  and  some  other  men  of  that 
stamp,  who  oonld  be  useful  to  the  Gh)Temment, 
and  lead  the  people  in  the  right  direction ;  but 
when  he  was  told  that  the  whole  of  these  Asses- 
sors, for  whom  they  were  asked  to  vote  salaries, 
were  capable  of  doing  the  work  which  was  ex- 
pected of  the;ii,  he  could  only  laugh.  Two-thirds 
of  these  AsseMors  might  be  dispensed  with.  Of 
course,  he  was  speaking  of  those  in  the  North 
Island.  In  tlie  South,  there  was  a  very  lai*ge 
European  population,  and  a  Native  population 
which  had  become  almost  European.  There  they 
might  be  of  use ;.  but  in  the  North  there  was 
a  Maori  Assessor  for  every  280  of  the  Maori 
population,  which  consisted  to  a  large  extent 
of  -women  and  children.  The  childrov  were 
not  lawbreakers,  so  that  they  might  put 
down  160  of  the  population  for  each  of  the 
Assessors.  But  it  did  not  stop  there.  These 
Assessors  were  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket*  Apart 
from  the  Magistrates  and  interpreters,  who 
formed  a  considerable  array,  there  were  the 
police.  In  the  estimates,  wherever  honorable 
members  found  the  Assessors,  they  would  also 
find  the  police.  About  three  years  ago,  in  a  dis- 
trict in  the  Botorua  country  inhabited  by  the 
Arawa,  over  £9,000  a  year  was  spent  among  the 
Native  people.  He  was  safe  in  saying  that  every 
member  or  the  Arawa  was  an  Assessor  or  an 
Assessor's  clerk,  or  a  policeman  or  a  policeman's 
derk.  However,  over  £9,000  was  paid  to  the 
tribe,  which  he  thought  consisted  of  not  more 
than  about  2,000  adults ;  and  he  was  within  the 
mark  in  saying  that  nearly  every  adult  in  the 
tribe  was  a  saluied  officer  of  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment. Well,  it  might  be  that  there  were  reduc- 
tions made  in  these  estimates.  Those  reductions 
were  evidence  of  the  justioe  of  the   demands 


which  he  had  made  that  those,  reductions  should 
continue,  and,  if  possible,  be  on  a  larger  scale 
tlian  they  had  been  hitherto.  He  wouM  repeat 
that  the  labours  of  this  department  had  not  been 
an  unmixed  good — ^that  in  many  parts  of  t-he 
North  Island  Uieir  policy  had  been  one  of  obstnio- 
tion  to  settlement — that  red  tape,  "I  have  the 
honor  to  be,"  and  "  Be&rthis  to  So-and-so,  to  do 
what  he  thinks  proper,"  had  been  the  watchword 
of  this  department.  He  had  known  of  industrious 
people  going  to  the  North  Island,  who  had  been 
driven  away  by  the  obstructions  offered  by  the 
Native  Department.  Last  year  they  had  under 
consideration  a  petition  from  a  settler  in  Tan- 
ranga,  who  tried  to  acquire  a  piece  of  land  from 
the  Natives  there.  What  liappeaed  ?  Why,  the 
Native  Department  sat  upon  him.  That  gentle- 
man's name  was  Edmund  Foley.  He  was  a  peti- 
tioner, and  there  was  a  sum  on  the  estimates  as 
compensation  for  him.  He  attempted  to  buy  the 
land,  but  the  Native  Department  objected ;  he 
was  told  that  the  property  was  a  Native  reserve 
and  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  ohange  hands. 
The  petitioner  was  not  allowed  to  get  possession, 
and  m  about  three  months  afterwuds  the  same 
land  was  bought  by  an  officer  connected  with  the 
Native  Department.  There  was  scarcely  a  piecse 
of  land  in  the  Tauranga  district  that  had  not 
changed  hands  and  been  bought  by  officers  in  the 
Native  Department.  He  had  not  invited  any 
discussion  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  Sir  Donald 
McLean.  He  was  prepared  to  leave  that  on  one 
side.  Under  the  dreumstanoes,  one  felt  ill  at 
ease  in  speaking  of  a  man  who  was  not  present  to 
defend  lumself.  He  found  that  there  were  peo- 
ple injudicious  enoueh  to  sound  that  honorable 
genUeman's  praises  in  Committee,  and  who  no 
doubt  would  DC  prepared  to  defend  him  to-night. 
They  had  heard  about  what  Sir  Donald  McLean 
had  done.  They  should  remember  that  there  had 
been  uncontrolled  power  of  the  public  funds  by 
the  million.  That  was  a  secret  potent  power. 
There  had  been  a  second  agent  at  work  far  more 
powerful  than  money :  that  was  rum.  They  had 
demoralized  the  Native  people;  they  had  made 
them  a  drunken  people.  If  that  was  a  feather 
in  Sir  Donald  McLean's  cap,  let  him  boast  of  it. 
He  would  prove  his  words.  In  the  Province  of 
Auckland,  with  which  he  had  official  connection 
for  some  years,  without  being  required  by  law, 
they  made  it  a  rule  that  they  would  not  issue  any 
license  to  a  Native  applicant  without  reference  to 
the  Native  Minister.  An  application  came  from 
a  northern  district,  Hokianga,  to  grant  a  license 
for  a  public-house  to  be  kept  by  a  Maori.  The 
Superintendent,  with  the  advice  of  his  Bxecu- 
tive,  refused  to  grant  the  license,  and  referred 
the  matter  to  the  Native  Minister.  The  applica- 
tion was  sent  by  him  to  one  of  the  Native  officers. 
What  was  the  reply  given  from  an  officer  of  that 
department,  who  was  supnosed  to  look  after  the 
moral  and  physical  well-being  of  the  Native 
people  ?  It  was  to  this  effect :  **  I  strongly  re- 
commend the  granting  of  this  license.  It  is 
necessary  for  very  grave  political  considerations." 
That  was  the  reply  made  by  a  permanent  officer 
of  the  Native  Department.  The  object  seemed  to 
be  to  keep  peace,  to  perpetuate  salaries,  even  if 
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neoettary  to  make  the  Naiivei  drank  to  do  it^ 
All  over  the  ooantiy  at  the  present  time  there 
were  Native  Magistraten,  Native  ABteseor^,  and 
policemen.  The  policemen  were  as  numerous, 
comparatively  speaking,  as  the  sands  on  the  sea- 
•hore  (  and  in  the  presence  of  these  officials 
drunkenness  of  the  most  revolting  kind  was 
allowed  to  go  on.  There  was  not  the  satisfaction 
of  drinking  good  liquor.  The  liquor  on  which 
the  Natives  got  drunk  might  be  worshipped 
because  it  was  like  nothing  in  heaven,  in  earth, 
or  in  the  waters  under  the  earth.  Some  said  it 
was  kerosene,  but  it  did  not  possess  the  special 
quality  of  kerosene.  That  was  the  result  of  their 
raorts  for  the  improvement  of  the  Native  people. 
That  has  been  the  state  of  affairs  all  over  the 
North  Island.  They  had  made  the  Natives  a 
drunken  people,  and  had  taken  their  lands  from 
them.  The  man  who  succeeded  to  the  control 
of  the  Native  Department,  without  having  large 
■urns  of  money  at  nis  disposal,  would  have  to  pay 
the  piper.  When  he  was  told  what  the  services  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  been,  when  he  heard 
the  animated  panegyrics  passed  upon  him  here 
and  there,  that  he  had  done  this  and  done  that — 
when  some  honorable  gentleman  had  built  up 
a  perfect  baradtse  of  paneffyric  on  the  Native 
Minister,  there  was  one  wordthe  very  mention  of 
which  would  bring  the  honorable  member  to  the 
test :  that  word  was  Waftara.  Who  was  respon- 
sible for  the  Waitara  war  P  It  was  on  Sir  Donald 
McLean's  recommendation  that  the  purchase  of 
land  was  made,  which  led  to  the  Government 
coming  into  collision  with  the  Native  people. 

Major  ATKINSON.—No. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Did  the  honorable  member 
Ibfget  this,  that  the  purchase  was  made  (rom 
Wmiam  Taylor,  although  William  King  had  an 
interest  in  the  purchase,  and  should  have  been 
consulted  before  the  purchase  was  made  P  On  the 
first  inquiry,  au  officer  of  the  Native  Department 
was  the  Judge.  The  Native  named  King  was 
entitled  to  be  heard  before  the  purchase  was 
made.  He  was  Entitled  to  the  land  ;  he  had  an 
interest  which  the  Native  Land  Court  would 
have  recognized.  From  the  Waitara  they  were 
led,  as  a  natural  consequence,  to  the  Waikato,  to 
Tauranga,  Wanganui,  and  to  Poverty  Bay,  where 
serious  disturbances  took  place.  He  (Mr.  Shcc- 
han)  should  be  sonr  to  have  to  account  for  all 
the  disturbances  tue  responsibility  of  which 
xested  upon  the  Native  Minister.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  directly  brought  about  that  war 
by  the  system  which  he  had  revived  in  connection 
with  the  Native  land  purchases  during  the  last 
few  years — by  what  was  known  as  the  ground- 
bait  system.  He  would  describe  one  portion  of 
that  system.  A  Native  land  purchase  officer 
went  into  a  district  with  instructions  to  buy  land 
for  the  Government.  He  obtained  a  commis- 
sion on  the  purchases  made,  and  the  larger  the 
return  of  lands  purchased,  the  larger  the  amount 
of  payment.  He  would  take  the  case  of  the 
Arawa  country,  where  large  amounts  were  spent 
in  salaries.  Wliat  happened  there  ?  The  action 
of  the  gentleman  who  went  there  was  this  :  While 
the  older  people  of  the  tribe,  the  really  important 
people,  were  opposed  to  selling  the  land,  the  agent 
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sent  out  to  buy  the  land  went  to  the  young  lads, 
the  young  women,  and  children,  and  got  them 
to  sign  the  deeds  of  sale.  The  only  cousequeiioe 
that  could  result  from  such  conduct  was  ill-feeling 
and  disturbance.  What  occurred  when  the  Native 
Minister  went  there  P  He  met  the  people.  His 
eyes  were  opened  ;  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw 
his  land  purchase  agent,  and  give  the  thing  up 
as  a  bad  job.  Thousands  of  pounds  have  been 
spent  in  that  part  of  the  country  ;  and  the 
Government  find  that  their  transactions  were 
wrong  from  beginning  to  end ;  that  it  was  unfair, 
unjust,  impolitic,  and  would  lead  to  a  breach  of 
the  public*  peace.  The  honorable  member  for 
Avon,  while  not  disapproving  of  tlie  wisdom  of 
his  (Mr.  Sheehan's)  proposal,  took  some  objec- 
tion to  wbat  he  hud  said.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber stated  that  he  (Mr.  Sheehan)  did  not  object 
to  the  money  as  being  wrongly  spent.  He  did 
object  to  the  money  as  being  vrrongly  spent — a 
large  portion  of  it  had  been  wrongly  spent,  and 
it  would  have  been  better  and  less  harmful  to 
have  cast  it  into  the  sea.  The  money  had  been 
spent  in  demoralizing  and  degrading  the  Native 
people.  The  one  bright  spot  in  the  whole  thing 
was  the  Native  School  Department.  He  had 
always  upheld  the  Native  schools.  The  Native 
Minister  and  officers  knew  that  he  had  made 
i-epresentations  to  them  that  the  best  course  to 
adopt  would  be  to  increase  the  vote  on  every 
occasion,  and  extend  the  Native  school  sys- 
tem throughout  the  leneth  and  breadth  of 
the  country.  He  would  like  to  see  the  pro- 
posed reduction  of  £5,000  saved,  and  put  to  this 
vote  for  schools,  and  not  carried  to  the  general 
savings.  They  were  asked,  to  whom  were  they 
more  indebted  than  to  Sir  Donald  McLean  P 
Well,  that  just  showed  how  soon  a  change  would 
take  place  in  the  public  mind.  At  one  time 
it  was,  to  whom  were  they  more  indebted  than  to 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  P  He  would  alter  the  question, 
and  put  it  in  this  way.  Througli  whom  had  they 
become  indebted  P  Through  Sir  Donald  McLean 
and  Sir  Julius  Yogel.  That  was  tlio  reply  he 
would  make  to  that  question.  What  most  con- 
cerned him  was  this — and  he  said  it  without  the 
intention  of  provoking  personal  feeling  or  irrita- 
tion— that  there  were  men  in  this  House  now 
voting  with  the  Government  who  knew  as  well  as 
ho  did  that  the  state  of  things  was  rotten.  There 
were  honorable  members  who  three  or  four  years 
ago  denounced  in  most  unmeasured  terms  the 
interference  with  the  Government  of  which  the 
honorable  member  waa  the  head — how  their  oper- 
ations were  seriously  interfered  with  by  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Native  Minister  to  allow  a  section  of 
the  Native  troops  to  be  taken  from  Poverty  Bay 
down  to  the  West  Coast.  He  would  be  glad  to 
hear  the  Premier  on  that  point.  It  was  well 
known  that  through  the  Native  Minister — then 
an  officer  of  the  Government — taking  upon  him- 
self the  responsibility  of  counteracting  the  order 
for  the  removal  of  the  Native  troops  to  a  certain 
point,  the  whole  of  the  people  of  that  part  of  the 
country  were  placed  in  danger.  He  would  come 
to  another  point.  Reference  had  been  made  by 
some  speakers  to  the  fiict  that  while  the  Provincial 
Oouncu  sat  in  Auckland  during  the  last  sessiosi 
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f^n  attempt  was  made  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  the 
19'atire  land  parcbaaes  in  tbat  proyinoe.  It  was 
true  that  the  most  contemptaous  messages  were 
sent  to  the  Conncil  by  the  General  Ghorernment. 
The  PpoTincial  Council  was  not  then  ''nped  out, 
the  Abolition  Act  was  not  passed.  The  Pro- 
vincial Council  had  all  the  anthoritj  and  all 
the  powers  that  this  Assembly  could  hare  fbr 
making  such  an  inquiry.  The  money  spent  in 
connection  with  the  i^aste  lands  of  Auckland 
had  been  charged  upon  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
taxes  of  the  people  of  the  proTince.  If  that 
would  not  give  them  the  right  to  make  the  in- 
huiry,  be  would  like  to  know  what  tTouId.  The 
House  was  told  last  night  that  the  Frorinoial 
Council  of  Auckland  was  not  the  right  tribunal  to 
make  such  an  inquiry,  but  be  would  tell  the  honor- 
able gentleman  that,  while  he  did  not  say  there 
would  not  have  been  a  full  inquiry  at  the  hands  of 
this  House,  there  would  have  been  a  better,  fuller, 
and  more  searching  inquiry  at  the  hands  of  the 
Provincial  Council  of  Auckland.  He  would  say 
this  much :  that  in  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Auckland  parties  were  more  fairly  distributed 
than  in  this  House,  and  there  would  have  been 
quite  as  much  fair-play  there  as  here.  He  would 
contend,  above  all  things,  that  the  people  who 
really  found  the  money  to  make  the  purchases, 
who  were  being  charged  with  the  payment  of 
interest,  and  whose  revenues  were  bemg  stopped 
to  pay  that  interest,  had  surely  some  right  to  ask 
where  that  money  was  going.  He  saw  his  honor- 
able friend  the  Premier  making  a  note.  Probably 
it  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  Native  land 
purchases  are  made  a  colonial  charge.  Money 
so  expended  was  first  a  provincial  charge ;  subse- 
quendy  it  was  made  a  colonial  charge ;  but, 
being  a  colonial  charge,  the  people  of  Auckland 
paid  their  proportion  of  the  taxation  in  the  same 
way  as  other  parts  of  the  colony,  and,  that  being 
BO,  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  make  these 
inquiries ;  but  the  Government  would  only 
have  acted  fairly  if  they  had  said,  "We  are 
thankful  to  you  for  making  these  inquiries. 
Let  us  know  the  results ;  they  will  help  us 
in  making  tliese  things  right,  and  you  will 
have  done  a  ereat  public  work,"  But  their 
officers  wore  told  not  to  give  any  information. 
Something  was  said  about  a  member  of  tlie  Pro- 
vincial Council  having  proposed  that  Mujor 
Qreen  should  be  imprisoned  for  refusing  to 
attend,  lie  was  not  aware  that  such  was  the 
fact ;  but  if  any  Provincial  Councillor  spoke  to  that 
effect  he  was  perfectly  right  in  doing  so,  and  it 
would  have  served  the  officers  of  the  Government 
perfectly  right  to  have  sent  them  to  prison,  not 
because  they  deserved  it,  but  because  the  people 
who  gave  such  instructions  deserved  it.  If  they 
had  Seen  sent  to  prison,  that  would  have  hap- 
pened which  always  happ|ens  under  our  form  of 
government :  some  inferior  officer  Would  have 
paid  the  penalty  for  the  acts  of  his  superior.  He 
would  have  been  made  the  scapegoat,  and  would 
have  been  turned  adrift  into  the  wilderness. 
There  was  a  case  of  that  not  lone  ago  in  the  case 
of  a  certain  notorious  bridge.  Ho  would  say  this 
much  advisedly:  there  was  no  man  throughout 
the  colony  at  the  present  time  more  unpopular 


'  trith  the  Natives  than  the  Native  Minirter.  If 
I  the  Native  members  of  this  House  were  to  pro- 
duce the  documents  they  had  received  from  aH 
'  parts  of  the  North  Island,  it  would  be  found  that 
'  they  had  the  same  burden  and  made  the  samd 
i  prayer  to  the  House,  and  (hat  nine^tentha 
i  of  the  Native  people  thought  that  the  ehiefeet 
I  blessing  that  could  possibly  be  in  store  fot 
'  them  was  to  be  relieved  from  the  domination 
I  of  the  Native  Minister  and  the  Native  Depart- 
I  ment.  He  said  that  with  some  knowledM  of 
I  the  facts.  Ho  had  always  been  an  upholder  of 
'  a  peace  policnr  as  against  a  war  policy,  and  stood 
up  for  it  in  this  House :  at  the  same  time  that  did 
not  bind  him  down,  and  be  would  not  let  it  bind 
him  down,  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  exposing 
unscrupulous  cases.  The  time  of  the  Native 
Minister  had  gone  by  and  his  reputation  had 
ceased,  and  if  he  disappeared  at  the  end  of  the 
session,  as  had  been  said  would  be  the  case,  his 
disappearance  would  make  as  little  noise  and 
create  as  little  sensation  as  the  disappearance  of 
another  political  star  of  very  great  celebrity  had 
done  a  few  days  ago.  He  wished  to  point  out  to 
the  Committee  why  he  considered  the  Native 
Minister  had  essentially  failed,  and  had  lost— de- 
servedly lost — ^tfae  esteem,  confidence,  and' respect 
of  the  Native  people.  He  would  first  lav  down 
this  proposition  :  that  an  officer  holding  the  posi- 
tions held  by  Sir  Donafd  McLean,'  and  who  had 
for  many  years  been  Superintendent  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Hawke's  Bay,  imo  was  a  member  of  this 
House  and  Native  Minister — if  there  be  one 
thing  that  a  person  holding  these  position^ 
ought  to  abstam  from,  it  was  purchasing  or 
trafficking  in  Native  lands.  He  would  put  the 
matter  thus :  What  would  be  the  position  of 
a  British  Minister  who  dabbled  in  the  funds? 
Would  ho  be  allowed  to  remain  in  office  for  a  day  P 
Ccrt-ainly  not ;  and  the  Government  who  tried  to 
shield  him  from  criticism  would  be  turned  out  of 
office.  What  had  been  the  ease  here  P  The  whofe 
management  of  the  Native  lands  had  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  Native  Department,  and  every  officer 
having  anything  to  do  with  Native  lands  was 
under  the  control  of  that  department.  So  much 
was  that  the  case  that  his  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Newton  could  tell  the  House  that 
a  judicial  officer  at  the  Thames,  a  gentleman  wh6 
acted  as  Eesident  Magistrate  there,  on  being  asked 
to  witness  a  deed,  received  instructions  from  Wel- 
lington not  to  do  so.  While  (he  department  was 
so  controlled  and  presided  over  by  the  Native 
Minister,  there  was  no  man  in  the  colony  who 
had  trafficked  more  largely  in  Native  lancls,  and 
no  mlan  had  made  more  money  out  of  them  than 
that  Minister.  He  believed,  unless  the  Houae 
was  entirely  given  up  to  party  government  inv- 
spectire  of  all  considerations  of  justice  and  fair- 
play,  that  the  proposition  he  laid  down  to  start 
with,  that  the  hands  of  agent,  officer,  or  Minister 
could  not  be  too  free  of  lul  work  of  that  kind — 
that  when  they  were  specially  called  upon  to  advise 
upon  Native  matters,  they  might  be  able  to  say  to 
the  Native  people,  '*  I  am  simply  a  GK>vemroent 
officer ;  I  ask  nothing  from  you  ;  I  seek  to  make 
nothingout  of  you" — would  be  admitted  as  correei. 
Such  officers  did  traffio  in  Native  lands,  had  made 
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unfair  and  unjust  baigains  with  the  Nati^,  and 
had  used  their  positions  for  the  purpose  or  carry- 
ing their  bargains  into  effect,  and  thej  had  de- 
^rwedlj  forfeited  the  confidenoe  of  the  Native 
people.  He  would  take  a  case.  He  might  iu 
doing  so  give  offence  to  a  great  many  people,  who 
might  choose  to  class  him  with  persons  who  made 
charges  without  foundation,  and  threw  dirt  on 
pnbhc  men,  and  he  might  be  told  that  he  was 

Srsonally  interested  in  the  matter ;  but  no  oonsi- 
ration  of  that  kind  should  influence  him,  and 
prevent  him  from  stating  what  he  was  about  to 
do.  He  would  tell  the  House  this :  He  gave  up 
a  first-class  position  in  Auckland,  where  he  held 
a  leading  position  in  the  Provincial  £xeciitive ; 
and  if  he  mid  chosen  to  follow  that  line  of  busi- 
ness, or  that  path  in  life,  he  could  have  been  in  a 
much  better  position  than  in  Hawke's  Bay.  He 
would  i^peal  to  the  honorable  member  for  Clive 
to  say  wnether  since  he  (Mr.  Sheehan)  had  been 
in  Hawke's  Bay  he  could  not  have  put  nearly  every 
title  in  the  province  into  litigation,  and  could  not 
have  many  suits,  bringing  case  upon  case ;  but, 
instead  of  that,  he  had  brought  only  four  or  five 
typical  cases,  so  that  they  might  be  settled  with 
toe  least  possible  expense.  When  he  first  came 
to  the  House  in  1872,  the  Native  I^nds  Alien- 
ation Commission  Act  was  introduced.  He  had 
then  heard  nothing  of  these  cases,  and  had  sim- 
Illy  heturd  that  there  were  grievances  in  connec- 
tion with  Native  land  purchase  at  Hawke's  Bay. 
^e  assisted  in  the  passage  of  the  Bill  through  the 
Hoose,  and  then  had  no  idea  whatever  of  dealing 
with  the  measure  again.  He  had  been  away  from 
the  Houfe  for  some  months,  and  was  iu  Auckland 
More  he  was  called  upon  to  take  up  the  position 
of  assisting  tlie  Natives.  The  Committee  were 
told  on  the  previous  night  that  a  Commission  had 
•zamined  all  these  matters,  and  had  exonerated 
the  European  people  concerned  from  the  charges 
made  against  them.  The  best  way  for  membeips 
lo  settle  that  question  for  themselves  would  be 
to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Commission ;  and  let 
them  go  further  and  read  the  shorthand  report 
of  the  cases  tried,  and  he  would  defy  them  to 
0ome  to  any  conclusion  but  this :  that  these 
charges  were  well  founded.  What  was  shown 
before  the  Commission?  It  was  shown  before 
the  Commission  that  mortgages  were  taken  from 
children  of  nine  years  of  ago,  and  were  indorsed 
on  the  hmck  with  a  decUration  that  the  persons 
who  had  signed  them  fully  understood  the  nature 
and  contents  of  the  within-written  deed.  He 
would  put  it  to  any  member  of  this  House 
whether  a  Native  child,  ignorant  of  the  English 
language,  and  under  ten  years  of  age,  or  even 
imder  twenty  years,  could  possibly  understand 
the  nature  and  contents  of  a  deed  of  mortgage — 
and  a  deed  pf  mortgage  with  the  special  covenants 
always  contained  in  these  deeds  of  mortgage  in 
Hawke's  Bay,  which  were  scarcely  ever  mortgagee 
for  a  specified  sum,  but  always  to  secure  a  debt  and 
interest,  and  an^  further  advancei*  They  also 
contained  a  provision  that  the  mortgagee  might, 
on  default  of  psyment  of  principal  or  inter- 
est, at  any  time  go  in  and  take  possession. 
There  was  the  notorious  case  which  he  brought 
jbeim  ^ha  Houm  oa  IH»  vfiowiom  luf^^    &• 


could  prove  that  one  of  the  interpreters,  who  was 
largely  interested,  admitted  on  oath  that  he  liad 
knowingly  and  wilfully  made  a  false  declaration 
as  to  the  execution  of  a  deed.  What  happened 
to  him  P  This  happened  to  him :  he  was  sus- 
pended for  twelve  months.  That' was  the  tre- 
mendous punishment  awarded  to  a  man  who  had 
been  guilty  of  actual  perjury  and  actual  fraud. 
There  were  two  circumstances  in  connection  with 
that  gentleman  which  were  worthy  of  notice.  It 
happened  he  was  largely  concerned  for  the  Na- 
tive Minister  in  conducting  that  gentleman's  own 
private  purchases.  That  was  one  fact.  The 
second  fact  was  that,  having  committed  such  an 
offence,  he  was  suspended  for  twelve  months, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  allowed  to 
come  back  and  prey  again  upon  Native  society. 
It  was  also  a  fact,  as  mentioned  last  nipht— and 
the  records  of  the  House  could  prove  it,  for  it 
appeared  in  the  Blue  Books,  where  any  man 
could  read  it — that  the  Native  Minister  acquired 
a  good  deal  of  his  land  iu  this  way :  He  took  an 
alwolute  conveyance  of  the  land  from  the  Natives, 
and  paid  for  it  by  his  unindorsed  and  unsecured 
promissory  notes  at  two  years.  Yet  a  transaction 
of  such  a  kind  passed  the  gentleman  who  was 
called  the  Native  Land  Frauds  Prevention  Com- 
missioner, who  must  be  a  commissioner  for  the 
prevention  of  frauds  committed  by  the  Natives 
only.  What  would  be  «aid  of  a  transaction  of 
that  kind  if  it  took  place  between  two  Europeans, 
one  ignomnt  and  another  skilled  in  the  law,  and 
if  it  got  into  the  Court  of  Chancery  F  It  would 
be  declared  void.  Ho  would  now  refer  to  the 
Oamaranui  case.  The  honorable  member  for 
Clive  had  been  good  enough  to  delif er  an  ex- 
planation of  that  case,  but  he  would  now  ask  the 
Committee  to  listen  to  his  history  of  the  case. 
Ho  would  not  detain  the  Committee  long,  but  the 
story  would  be  as  well  worth  listening  to  as  any- 
thing they  had  heard  this  session.  He  did  not 
mean  it  would  be  interesting  from  the  manner  of 
telling  it,  but  from  the  picture  it  would  give  of 
the  gross  maladministration  of  the  Native  De- 
partment, the  faulty  legislation  of  the  House,  and 
the  utter  disregard  and  neglect  of  the  interests  of 
the  Native  people  occasionod  by  the  fSsct  that  the 
men  who  ought  to  step  in  to  protect  them  dared 
not  to  do  so,  because  to  protect  the  Natives  they 
would  have  to  quarrel  with  the  men  who,  in 
return,  conld  say  *'  2V  quoqu^**  The  Oamaranui 
block  of  land  contained  about  3,000  acres,  and 
was  thirteen  or  fourteen  mUes  from  the  town  of 
Napier.  The  reoords  of  the  Native  Land  Court 
showed  that  twenty-five  or  thirty  people  were 
the  actual  owners  of  it,  and  that  the  land  in- 
cluded a  settlement  of  about  160  acres,  whiph 
had  been  occupied  for  tweW^  generations.  Ai 
present  there  were  upon  it  a  number  of  houses 
and  cultivations.  He  could  well  understand  the 
force  and  meaning  of  the  expression  used  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Eestem  Maori  Dis- 
trict, th^  the  Natives  would  prefer  that  this 
pUoe,  which  had  been  their  cradle,  should  be 
their  grave  rather  than  they  should  be  deprived 
of  it  unfairly.  In  bringing  the  block  under  the 
Native  Lands  Court  lliey  desired  to  cut  off  the 
settlement  as  i^  rewrfe,  l»{it  the  Cowei  which  w«» 
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there  to  giye  the  Natires  a  hetter  title  than  they 
had,  and  which  ought  to  hare  adrised  them  to 
take  a  special  p;n,nt  for  this  reserre,  had  not 
done  80,  but  said  thtfy  had  better  take  one  Grown 
grant  for  the  whole,  and  that  they  could  make 
the  reserve  afterwards.  Very  shortly  afterwards 
they  leased  the  block  exclusive  of  reserre.  One 
or  two  people  had  been  looking  at  the  Crown 
grant,  and,  Anding  that  it  included  the'  re- 
serTe,  it  happened — as  it  always  did  happen  in 
Hawke's  Bay  in  cases  of  that  kind — that  a  store- 
keeper got  hold  of  the  two  Natives  in  whose  name 
the  Crown  grant  was  made  out,  and  supplied 
them  with  goods  entirely  unnecessary,  and  with 
liquor.  They  ran  up  an  account,  and  at  a  certain 
time  the  storekeeper  said,  '*  You  owe  me  so  much 
money.  I  must  have  a  mortgage."  The  Natives, 
being  pressed  for  the  money,  said  they  would 
give  a  mortgage  over  so-and-so's  lease,  mentioning 
the  name  of  the  European  who  held  the  lease, 
which  did  not  include  the  Native  settlement. 
The  European  who  took  that  mortgage  admitted, 
when  the  matter  came  before  the  Court>,  that  he 
was  not  aware  when  he  took  it  that  he  had 
thereby  any  extra  security,  but  he  found  out 
afterwards  that  he  had,  and  that  his  mortgage 
included  the  Natiye  settlement,  and  at  the  end 
of  six  months'  time  he  ran  the  debt  up  to  a 
certain  amount,  and  then  said  to  the  Natives, 
*'Tou  will  have  to  pay  this  mortgage  off  or 
sell  the  land;"  and  they  were  compelled  to  do 
so.  He  also  found  out,  ia  the  meanftme,  that 
the  mortgage  included  the  Native  settlement, 
and  without  telling  the  Natives  of  that  fact,  he 
sold  up  the  habitations,  cultivations,  and  resi- 
dences of  twenty-five  families,  whose  forefathers 
had  lived  there  for  twelve  generations.  This  case 
was  tried  by  a  European  Court,  and  the  declara- 
tion was  advised  upon  by  Mr.  GKllies,  the  present 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Auckland.  The 
case  came  before  the  Court  in  Hawke's  Bay,  and 
was  to  be  tried  by  a  special  jury.  Of  fifty-three 
persons,  from  whom  the  jury  was  to  be  selected, 
a  large  number  were  specially  concerned  in 
transactions  in  land  with  the  Natives;  and  of 
the  twelve  who  took  their  places  in  the  box 
seven  were  so  engaged,  and  one  was  absolutely 
a  mortgagee  of  the  European  in  the  special  case. 
He  would  not  say  that  the  jury  were  thereby 
biassed,  but  it  might  fairly  be  assumed  that  they 
would  act  impartially  towards  the  Europeans 
at  any  rate,  and  would  not  be  unfairly  mfiu- 
enced  in  favour  of  the  Natives.  That  juiy  found 
that,  of  these  two  Native  grantees,  one  did  not 
know  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  mortgage  and 
conveyance,  but  that  the  other  did.  Upon  the 
strength  of  the  rerdiot,  which  was  looked  upon 
as  a  division  of  the  point  in  dispute,  the  case 
came  down  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Welling- 
ton. He  himself  was  not  prepared  to  argue  the 
points  of  law  that  were  brought  out  in  the  judg- 
ment that  was  given,  but  it  ifas  to  this  effect : 
"  Tou,  a  mere  ignorant  Maori,  a  Natire  of  the 
Colony  of  New  ^aland,  who  do  not  know  a  word 
of  the  English  language,  and  understand  nothing 
of  English  law,  had  a  piece  of  land ;  but  because 
you  did  not  hear  of  a  case  that  occurred  fifty 
yem  ago  in  the  English  Courti  of  *Poe  t.  Boa/ 


or  of  another  case  some  years  afterwards  of 
*  Doe  T.  Boe,'  or,  again,  of  another  after  that  of 
'  Doe  Y.  Boe',  the  Court  therefore  dismisses  the 
suit  and  gives  judgment  for  the  plaintiff."  These 
people  were  told  that  if  they  would  change  their 
title  to  a  Crown  grant  they  would  get  the  secu- 
rity of  the  European  Courts  and  European  law  s 
but  they  had  found  out,  in  every  instance,  that 
they  had  suffered  loss  by  changing  their  title,  and 
that  a  premium  was  given  to  their  being  pillaged 
by  putting  their  lands  through  the  Native  Lands 
Court.  That  was  the  first  case.  The  honor* 
able  member  for  Clive,  in  speaking  on  the 
subject  on  the  previous  evening,  said  that,  if  there 
were  disturbances,  they  were  fomented  by  the 
European  friends  of  these  people.  He  would  pat 
the  case  in  this  way :  If  a  European  got  into 
trouble  and  difficulty  and  became  involv^  in  hie 
business  affairs,  or  if  any  question  in  relation  to 
his  property  arose  which  he  could  not  settle,  he 
went  to  his  solicitor  and  asked  his  assistance. 
Were  the  Natires  to  be  denied  the  same  right  ? 
Were  they  not  rather  doubly  entitled  to  such 
assistance,  because  Europeans,  having  some  know* 
ledge  of  the  law,  might  be  supposed  to  know  hoir 
to  manage  their  affairs,  but  tbeee  ignorant  and 
foolish  people  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  able  to 
do  so  ?  Were  those  who  took  up  their  cases  to 
be  told  that  they  were  fomenting  disturbances? 
He  might  say  now  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
assurances  he  held  out  to  these  people  of  the 
lawful  settlement  of  their  cases,  the  European 
population  of  Hawke's  Bay  would  not  have  been 
able  to  hold  that  province.  When  this  case  was 
settled,  he  was  in  Wellington  attending  the 
session,  and  honorable  members  would  recollect 
tliat  he  left  for  ten  or  twelve  days  on  prirate 
business.  He  then  went  to  Hawke's  Bay,  and, 
on  arrival  there,  he  was  waited  on  by  Tareha,  a 
man  of  considerable  standing  there,  and  a  Native 
Aasessor  in  the  district,  who  asked  him  what  was 
the  result  of  the  trial  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  case  of  Oamaranui.  He  told  Tareha  that  the 
decision  of  the  Court  was  against  the  Nativea, 
and  that  the  Court  held  that  they  were  not  en« 
titled  to  retain  possession  of  the  land.  Tareha 
then  asked  him  what  he  would  advise  him 
to  do.  His  reply  was,  **  Yon  must  abide 
by  the  decision,  and  put  up  with  the 
consequences."  Tareha  then  said,  "  I  will 
not.  We  have  tried  European  law ;  but  we  are 
satisfied  that  we  are  right.  I  will  go  on  to  that 
land  and  will  hold  possession  of  it ;  and  he  re* 
mained  on  it  until  a  few  days  ago.  In  mention- 
ing Tareha's  name,  he  was  mentioning  the  name 
of  a  Native  who  was  on  the  Government  side, 
and  he  might  also  mention  Benata,  who  waa 
likewise  in  favour  of  the  Government.  Theae 
were  the  people  who  were  holding  posseasion  of 
the  land,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  these  people 
he  was  sure  the  Government  would  have  tried 
to  put  them  off  some  time  ago.  He  would  juat 
mention  another  case  that  occurred  in  connection 
with  these  Native  lands  in  Hawke's  Bay.  He 
wanted  to  show  that  after  all  everything  waa  not 
as  pleasant  and  cheerful  as  it  looked,  and  that, 
while  a  great  deal  of  noise  was  made  about  what 
A  man  had  done  for  the  oountiy,  they  ahould 
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not  lo«e  sight  of  what  he  bad  done  for  himself. 
There  was  a  block  of  land  called  Mangatiriiiri, 
about  eight  miles  outside  of  Napier.  When  he 
brought  this  Hawke's  Bay  business  before  the 
Hoase  last  year  he  was  told  bj  the  honorable 
member  for  CliTC  that  he  (Mr.  Sheehan)  had 
never  won  a  case  in  connection  with  these  transac- 
tions, and  never  would  win  one.  The  echo  of  those 
words  was  hardly  out  of  the  building  when  he  got 
a  judgment  of  a  most  important  character,  which 
unhinged  the  titles  of  four- fifths  of  the  Europeans 
in  Hawke*s  Bay.  In  the  case  of  this  block  of 
land  the  Court  gave  to  all  the  Natives  concerned , 
except  three,  their  original  interest  in  the  land, 
and  said  that  the  grant  and  conveyance  they  had 
made  were  contraiy  to  law.  There  were  three 
instances  in  which  it  was  held  that  the  convey- 
aiioe  was  good.  The  first  of  these  was  Te  Waka 
Kawatini  who  became  possessed  of  the  land  with 
other  grantees,  and  at  one  time  held  40,000  acres 
of  the  best  land  in  Hawke's  Bay.  He  would  like 
to  show  the  Committee  a  paee  from  the  registry 
of  title  of  this  Maugatiritiri  Block.  It  was  sim- 
ply black  with  the  different  kinds  of  instruments 
that  this  old  Native  had  signed.  The  first  was  a 
deed  to  create  a  rent-charge,  and  he  would  defy  any 
one,  whether  Native  or  European,  to  make  any  per- 
son understand  what  that  rent-charge  was.  This 
man  was  one  of  the  oldest  Natives  in  the  pro- 
vince :  a  real  iujmna — old  and  broken  down,  who 
eoold  no  more  understand  the  meaning  of  this 
rent-charge  than  the  man  in  the  moon.  It  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  still  sat  by  the  fire 
in  his  whare,  and  talked  of  owning  the  property, 
for  he  did  not  know  what  he  had  done  with  it. 
In  the  case  of  Tareha,  the  Court  of  Appeal  held 
that  his  share  had  gone.  There  were  nme  gran- 
tees in  the  block,  and  some  of  the  Europeans  in 
Hswke's  Bay,  notably  the  storekeeper  Sutton, 
ofi^ered  to  pay  £500  a  share  for  this  land ;  but 
Sir  Donald  llclxnn  bought  for  £300  the  share  of 
Tareha  and  of  another  person,  when,  according 
,  to  the  market  prioe,  he  should  have  given  at  least 
£1,000.  He  would  state  another  circumstance  of 
a  most  singular  character  in  oonnection  with  this 
case.  This  took  place  in  1809,  a  month  or  two 
before  the  Act  passed  to  prevent  all  sales  by  single 
grantees.  Qrants  used  to  be  issued  to  a  large 
number  of  people,  and  until  1809  anv  single  gran- 
tee oould  sell  his  own  share ;  but  by  the  Act  passed 
in  that  year  it  was  necessary  that  a  majority  of 
the  grantees  should  consent  to  the  sale.  Sir  Donald 
Mofean's  agreement  for  the  sale  to  him  of  Tare- 
ha's  share  in  the  Mangatiritiri  Block  went  on  the 
registry  on  the  1st  September,  and  the  Act  came 
into  force  on  the  3rd  September.  These  were 
only  two  of  a  very  large  number  of  oases.  It 
was  no  pleasure  to  him  to  have  to  refer  to  those 
cases.  If  he  had  his  choice,  he  would  have  his 
paths  paths  of  pleasantness  and  his  ways  ways  of 
peace ;  but  when  honorable  members  were  called 
upon  to  subscribe  to  the  most  fulsome  praise  of  a 

rK>n  who  had  done  no  more  than  anybody  else 
the  country,  he  felt  called  upon  to  state  hota 
which  would  cause  the  eouleur  de  rose  with  which 
that  person's  actions  were  surrounded  to  disap- 
pear. He  would  wait  to  hear  the  reply  that  might 
bo  aude  to  him,  and  then  he  woald  be  prepwed 


to  debate  the  matter  further,  and  show  forth  eyen 
grosser  cases  than  those  he  had  put  before  the 
Committee.  He  could  show  that  in  nearlv  every 
case  the  persons  concerned  were  persons  holding 
confidentisl  positions  either  under  the  Provincial 
or  the  Qenenl  Qt>vcrnment,  residing  in  Hawke's 
Bay.  He  contended  that  it  was  essentially  a 
bresch  of  trust  that  public  officers  should  use 
their  positions  and  take  advantage  of  them  to 
engage  in  transactions  of  this  kind.  Those  per- 
sons were  appointed  to  protect  the  Maoris,  ana  to 
stand  between  them  and  the  ordinary  European 
purchasers ;  but  they  could  not  do  so,  because  in 
many  instances  they  were  buying  for  themselves. 
In  many  instances,  the  titles  had  been  obtained 
by  the  present  European  holders  through  store* 
keepers  and  publicans  who  went  up  amongst  the 
Natives  and  received  laiige  bonuses  for  carrying 
out  the  purchases.  Some  remarks  were  made  on 
the  previous  evening  as  to  whether  reserves  had 
been  purchased  by  Gdvemment  officers,  and  it 
was  stated  by  the  honorable  mexbber  for  Clive 
that  Sir  Donald  McLean  had  not  purchased  any 
Native  reserves.  There  was  something  of  the 
auppresno  veri  about  that  statement.  If  the 
honorable  member  had  said  that  Sir  Donald 
McLean  had  not  purchased  an  inch  of  legally 
constituted  Native  reserves,  it  would  have  been 
correct ;  but  when  the  province  was  acquired  from 
the  Natives,  the  Natives,  partly  of  their  own 
motion  and  partly  by  the  action  of  Sir  George 
Grey,  madis  reserves  out  of  the  blocks  of  land 
they  sold,  and  Sir  Donald  McLean  had  bought 
and  was  in  occupation  of  a  very  large  area  of 
these  reserves  at  the  present  time — some  9,000  or 
lO.OOOaores.  To  understand  the  full  effect  of  these 
things,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  this  was 
happening  while  Sir  Donald  McLean  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Government,  was  Superintendent  of 
the  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay,  and  was  General 
Government  Agent.  He  wa«  especially  occupy- 
ing that  position  which  entitled  the  Native  popu- 
lation of  the  province  to  look  up  to  him  to  protect 
and  defend  them.  He  contended  that  Sir  Donald 
McLean  deliberately    deprived  himself  of  that 

Sower  and  position.  They  found  that  in  1871 
ir  Donald  McLean  himself  admitted  that  Sutton 
and  others  were  people  who  had  acquired  Native 
titles  in  a  most  improper  manner,  and  that  such 
practices  should  not  be  allowed ;  but  Sir  Donald 
McLean  was  compelled  to  allow  those  people 
to  do  his  business  for  him,  and  to  profit  by  their 
speculation.  And  the  crowning  act  of  all  this 
was  witnessed  a  few  nights  ago,  when  they  saw 
the  Native  Minister  leading  Mr.  Sutton  mto  a 
seat  behind  the  9p«ftker's  chair.  These  were 
examples  of  the  work  done  by  the  Native  De- 
partment ;  and  he  submitted,  with  all  confidence, 
that  if  those  questions  were  taken  up  in  a  spirit 
of  fairness  by  any  impartial  persons — if  they 
were  to  look  at  the  legislation  of  the  House  and 
the  adminietration  of  the  €K>vemment  in  refer- 
ence to  Native  matters,  and  see  the  injustice 
they  had  worked — it  would  be  impossible  to  deny, 
that  the  Native  people  had  a  claim  for  compensa- 
tion which  no  just  tribunal  oould  possibly  ignore 
or  put  aside.  It  was  not  so  much  the  AjMombly 
tim^  was  to  bhime,  hecaoae  the  Assembly  iras 
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guided  in  its  legitlation  bj  fche  re[»etentatioiu  of 
the  Gorernment.  Foar  or  five  jean  ago,  it  was 
impoeBible  to  get  in  a  word  edgeways  in  Katiye 
matters  against  the  opinion  of  the  iMatiTe  Minis- 
ter. He  seldom  condesoended  to  argnment,  and 
it  was  only  neoessaij  for  lum  to  indicate  into 
what  lobby  the  GK>Temment  would  go.  While  a 
debate  was  going  on,  there  might  be  thirty  mem- 
bers in  the  House  listening  to  the  arguments. 
Two-thirds  of  that  number  would  rote  with  the 
party  endeavouring  to  g^t  an  alteration  of  the 
kw ;  but  when  the  division-bell  rang,  from  a 
oertain  establishment  not  &r  off  would  pour  in  a 
pleasant  crowd  who  would  vote  with  the  Native 
Minister,  although  they  searoelyknew  what  was 
the  question  under  discussion.  He  was  unwilling 
to  make  attacks  of  this  kind  ;  but  when  he  heard 
statements  that  the  Native  Department  had  done 
so  ezoeedinglT  well — that  there  was  no  waste,  no 
injustice,  no  delay,  no  sacrifice  of  the  interests  of 
the  Natire  people  —  he  felt  bound  to  mention 
these  things,  which  he  maintained  were  facts,  and 
could  be  (iroTed  from  the  Blue  Books.  It  might 
be  that  this  particular  department  had  been  neces- 
sary for  the  Native  people — it  might  be  that,  the 
Natives  not  knowing  our  laws  or  language,  it  was 
neoestary  to  keep  up  some  sort  of  barrier  betwceo 
them  and  the  English  people ;  but  it  was  a  moot 
question  now  whether  it  would  not  be  better  if  the 
Natives  had  been  left  free  to  the  operations  of 
the  English  odloniste  rather  than  that  they  should 
be  subjected  to  the  surveillance  of  such  a  depart- 
ment as  the  Native  Denartment.  Talk  about 
the  Native  Department  being  the  friend  of  the 
Natives!  He  could  onlv  exclaim,  ^'Sare  me 
from   suoh   friends."     He   did   not   intend    to 

}>ress  his  amendment  for  striking  off  £10,000 
vom  this  TOte.  Possibly  it  was  well  not  to  go 
too  &r  in  one  year.  A  reduction  of  £6,000 
would  perhaps  be  as  much  as  they  could  make 
with  safety,  and  without  putting  too  great  a 
strain  on  Ministers  during  the  recess.  But  he 
did  not  think  they  should  stop  there ;  he  thought 
they  should  go  on  gradually  each  year  reducing 
the  expenditure,  fie  would  be  veir  glad  to  see 
erery  penny  so  reduced  devoted  to  1m  ative  schools, 
because  by  establishing  Natire  schools  thev  were 
supplying  the  best  possible  argument  ror  the 
aboUtion  of  all  special  legislation  for  the  Natives. 
He  knew  that  during  the  last  ^ye  or  six  years  a 
laige  number  of  Native  people  had  learned  to 
speak  and  write  English ;  and  he  believed  that 
in  five  or  six  years  more  it  might  be  found  that 
the  great  bulk  of  the  Native  people  could  speak 
Engush  with  tolerable  fluency,  and  write  it  so 
that  they  could  be  nn^rstood.  It  was  only  the 
«ther  6aj  that  he  received,  from  a  Native  attend- 
ing Parliament  in  oonneetion  with  a  petition,  a 
copy  of  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Natire  Softools  Act. 
The  Bill  was  drawn  and  written  by  the  Natire 
himself,  and,  although  containing  some  mistakts 
in  spelling  and  grammar^  it  wouQ  do  great  ertdit 
to  a  European  attempting  the  same  thing.  This 
,  was  a  proof  of  what  tiie  Natives  could  £>.  But 
if  they  onljr  held  on  to  the  Natives  beoauie  tliey 
had  land — ^if  when  they  racked  the  orange  dry 
they  threw  the  rind  away — they  could  not  expect 
any  Nil  dbT»ti4m  <^  the  Native  peop^oar  anydtt- 


volopment  of  that  civiUxation  they  were  so  fond  of 
speaking  about.  He  believed  in  letting  the  Maoris 
bear  their  burdens  in  the  same  way  as  the  Euro- 
peans,  and,  so  long  as  they  were  made  awaro  of 
the  responsibility,  they  should  be  compelled  to 
take  their  share  of  responsibility.  But  he  con- 
tended they  were  bound  by  erery  obligation  of 
honor  and  good  faith  to  do  their  best  to  raise 
those  people  in  the  scale  of  civiUzation,  and  to 
make  them  as  nearly  as  possible  equal  to  them- 
selves in  performing  the  functions  of  citizens, 
and  taking  part  in  the  govemment  of  the  country. 
An  experiment  which  had  been  made  in  that 
House  had  proved  highly  satisfactory.  No  one 
could  deny  that  the  Native  members  had  been  of 
considerable  use  in  the  House,  and  he  beliered 
their  presence  bad  been  very  useful  in  maintain- 
ing peace  between  the  Natives  and  Europcana. 
The  fact  of  their  being  here,  and  being  Me  to 
urge  their  claims,  had  a  0ood  effect  eren  in  the 
Native  King  country,  ile  would  just  mentioa 
one  circumstance  which  had  occurred,  he  be- 
lieved, in  the  Waikato  not  very  long  ago,  when 
the  Native  Minister  paid  his  last  visit  there.  He 
might  remark,  by  the  way,  that  those  visits  to  the 
King  country  liad  become  a  settled  institution. 
Just  before  the  session  there  was  an  irruption 
of  the  Native  Department  into  the  Waikato. 
The  Native  Minister  went  there  surrounded  bj 
Native  orderlies  and  Commissioners,  and,  after 
performing  the  necessary  ceremonies,  an  audienoe 
was  grantMi  to  the  Minister  by  the  King,  whom 
they  saw  a  long  way  off.  Beporters  were  pre- 
sent to  write  high-flown  aocounts  of  what  took 
place,  which  were  duly  published,  and  the  usual 
telegrams  were  sent  throughout  the  colony,  '*  The 
pacification  of  the  King  country  is  about  to  take 
place.  Tawhiao  has  consented  to  see  McLean." 
They  had  heard  that  on  several  occasions;  bat 
although  Tawhiao  "consented  to  see  McLean,'* 
he  always  appeared  to  be  glad  to  see  McLean 
going  away  again.  On  the  last  trip,  the  King 
sent  a  deputation  to  the  Native  Minister  to  as- 
certain  what  brought  him  into  the  King  ooun* 
ttji  and  that  deputation  afterwards  presented 
him  with  a  pig.  Me  contended  that  the  Native 
Minister  should  not  have  gone  to  the  King  conn" 
tiy  and  given  the  sanction  of  his  presence  to 
a  district  which  a  few  days  before  was  made  a 
sanctuaiy  for  a  murderer  of  the  lowest  possible 
type.  But  having  gone  there,  it  was  necessary  to 
^ve  a  colour  to  his  visit ;  and  one  of  his  officers 
informed  the  deputation  that  the  "  object  of  Sir 
I>onald  McLean  was  to  demand  "the  unclean 
thing,"  meaning  the  murderer.  When  the  depu- 
tation returned,  the  Natives  discassed  the  ques- 
tion. What  was  the  undean  thing  P  Einalli^  an 
old  gentieman,  who,  although  he  had  been  a  Hau- 
hau  for  sevenU  years,  still  remembered  his  Bible- 
reading,  said  that  the  unclean  thing  was  a  pig. 
Accordingly  this  historical  nig  was  sent  to  the 
Natiye  Minister.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  very 
good  thing  indeed  when  they  would  be  able  to 
dispense  with  the  Natiye  Department  altogetho*. 
There  were  some  who  said  they  would  like  to 
dispense  with  it  altogether  at  present;  but  he 
was  inclined  to  listen  to  more  moderate  counsels, 
and  to  «aj  that  it  might  )h»  c|iipenaed  with  giadq- 
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aUj.  Wliere  the  Nattves  ware  left  to  their  own 
doTioeSi  they  generally  managed  to  get  on  rery 
well ;  bnt  their  evil  hi^its,  their  miflfortnnes,  and 
their  trials  seemed  to  be  doubled  and  intensified 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  Goremment  care 
ana  protection  they  reoeiTcd. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  said  it  was  an  exceedingly  unfair 
thing  that  assertions  alfocting  the  honor  of  the 
KatiTe  Minister  should  be  poured  into  the  ears 
of  the  Committee  at  a  time  when  it  was  impos- 
sible that  the  ohazpes  brought  beforo  them  could 
be  examined  in  a  judicial  and  careful  spirit.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  there  wero  two  parties 
ftt  Hawke*s  Bay ;  and  there  had  no  doubt  been 
much  disoussion  on  the  question  of  a  great  part 
of  the  land  purchases  in  that  prorince.  It  must 
be  romemberod  that  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  just  spoken  was  the  professional  adyooate  d 
one  side  in  that  matter ;  and,  certainly,  he  would 

J  refer  himself  to  gire  weight  to  the  report  of  a 
udge  who  had  inrestigat^d  the  matter,  rather 
than  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  a  speech,  how- 
ever derer — deliyered  by  an  advocate,  who  was 
putting  his  own  side  of  a  case  ex  parte.  The 
report  of  the  Judges  and  Assessors  who  inquired 
into  all  these  land  purohases,  together  with  the 
eridenoe  taken  before  them,  was  &d  on  the  table 
of  this  House  in  1879.  Now,  he  would  put  it  to 
the  honoimble  gentleman  himself  if  he  would  like 
to  have  matters  in  which  he  had  dealt  with  the 
Naliyes  brought  beforo  the  House  in  his  ab- 
sence— ^broneht  forward  by  an  advocate  ex  parte 
without  his  liaving  an  opportunity  of  answering 
Ihem,  and  poured  into  the  ears  of  a  Committee, 
who  knew  very  little  about  the  details,  and  wero 
intent  upon  other  matters  altogether  F  He  (Mr. 
Bowen)  had  lately  r»sd  a  roport  on  a  matter 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  knew  all  about 
— a  roport  on  the  Falori  Block.  No  doubt  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  a  great  deal  to  say  on 
bis  side  of  the  ease ;  but  that  report  was  very 
damaging  to  the  honorable  gentleman.  Would  it 
be  fair  in  his  absence  to  get  up  in  the  House,  and 
pour  forth  all  the  details  of  that  case — wearying 
the  Committee  of  Supply  with  such  a  matter  as 
that — without  his  having  an  opportunity  of  an- 
swering the  attacks  made  upon  him  ?  The  Native 
Minister  had  been  in  the  House  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  session,  bnt  unfortunately  he  was  not 
there  at  present,  owing  to  serious  illness ;  and  he 
thought  that  the  course  which  had  been  taken 
to-night  was  unfiur  and  improper  in  the  highest 
degree.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  purohases  that 
wero  complained  of  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, he  did  not  know  much  about  them,  but 
he,  like  many  other  honorable  membere,  did 
know  this :  tliat  Sir  Donald  McLean  took  up  the 
run  he  was  now  living  upon  from  the  (Government 
in  1865 ;  that  he  made  purohases  from  the  Qovem- 
ment ;  that  the  greater  part  of  the  country  he 
was  now  living  in  was  purchased  at  auction  in 
the  face  of  competition;  that  there  was  some 
Native  land  adjoining  his  run  which  he  leased  for 
some  time,  and  which  he  purohased  when  it  be- 
came lawful  to  parohase  land  from  the  Natives, 
and  when  this  was  the  only  means  of  buying  it ; 
and  that  he  bad  never  purohased  land  from  the 
Natives  except  to  secure  the  property  near  his 


tvins 

years.  He  would  leave  it  for  those  who  xnew 
better  the  details  of  these  purohases  to  give  any 
answer  that  might  be  neoessary  in  regard  to  them 
for  the  honorable  gentleman  who  was  absent  that 
night.  KmHx  tM  the  charges  of  incompetence  or 
incapacity  against  Sir  Donald  McLean  wero  oon* 
ceroed,  he  could  only  say  that  the  services  of 
that  honorable  gentleman  for  the  last  thirty  years 
spoke  for  themselves,  and  wero  a  complete  rsfti- 
tation  of  anything  that  was  said  against  him. 
Sir  Donald  McLean's  services  had  b^n  acknow« 
lodged  to  be  invaluable  on  moro  than  one  occa- 
sion. He  thought  it  was  in  1844  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  first  served  the  colony  as 
an  Aborigines  Protector  under  Governor  Fitiroy ; 
and  when  Sir  Qeorge  Grey  became  Governor,  and 
Protecton  wero  generally  done  away  with.  Sir 
Donald  McLean  was  the  only  Protector  kept  on, 
and  he  was  kept  on  simply  on  account  of  the 
oaroful  and  able  way  in  which  he  had  adminis- 
tered Native  affaire.  When  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  appoint  a  Commissioner  to  purohase 
Native  lands,  it  was  Sir  Donald  McLean  that 
Sir  Qeorffe  Grey  employed  to  purohaee  a  large 
portion  of  the  lands  in  this  islaad.  If  he  was 
not  misinformed,  at  one  time,  after  he  had,  single* 
handed,  purohased  the  greater  part  of  the  lands 
of  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay,  and  opened  the 
country  for  settlement,  it  was  Sir  George  Gbey 
who  said  that  he  had  rairod  Wellington  from 
being  a  fishing  village  to  a  place  which  would  be 
of  very  great  importance.  When  Sir  Donald 
McLean  took  ofiloe  in  1869,  it  was  considered 
that  the  Natives  should  be  managed  on  a  system 
of  what  might  be  called  person^  government ; 
and  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman that  thev  were  now  growing  out  of  the 
necessity  for  such  personal  government.  No  one 
had  recognized  this  moro  fcdly  than  his  honor- 
able friend  Sir  Donald  McLean,  and  it  was  not 
right  now,  when  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
signified  his  intention  of  retiring  from  the  Go- 
vernment, to  blame  him  for  carrying  out  a  policy 
desired  by  the  country,  and  which  he  alone  could 
liave  carried  out.  The  influence  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  at  different  times  exercised 
over  the  Native  race  had  been  extraordinary,  and 
he  was  suro  that  there  was  no  other  man  in  New 
Zealand  who  could  exercise  such  an  influence 
over  the  Maoris.  Sir  Donald  McLean  had  been 
aooused  of  lavishness  in  his  dealings  with  the 
Natives,  and  he  had  also  been  accused  of  delay. 
As  to  his  lavishness,  all  he  (Mr.  Bowen)  could 
say  was  that  whatever  expenditure  he  had  found 
it  necessary  to  make  in  dealing  with  the  Native 
race  had  been  as  nothing,  compared  with  the  ex- 

rse  of  the  most  trifling  war.  As  to  the  delay, 
was  quite  certain  that  it  often  had  requirml 
great  nerve  and  great  courage  to  face  this  salu- 
tary delay,  when  a  rether  wcfu^er  man  might  have 
plunged  us  into  war.  We  know  the  story  of  a 
great  man  of  old,  whose  glory  it  was  that  "  Cune- 
tando  restiiMii  rem;"  and  he  must  admit  that 
the  Fabian  tactics  of  his  honorable  friend  the 
Native  Minister  had  been  successful  here.  He 
felt  certain  that  the  policy  of  Sir  Donald  McLean 
had  been  moro  advantageous  to  the  country  than 
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any  other  pi^oy  that  could  have  been  adopted 
with  regard  to  the  Natives.  Both  the  GoTem- 
ment  and  Sir  Donald  McLean  recognized  the  fact 
that  the '^  personal  gOTemment"  which  he  had 
referred  to  must  come  to  an  end ;  but  it  was  the 
will  of  the  country  and  of  the  House  that  the 
Native  Department  should  be  conducted  on  such 
principles  as  those,  and  therefore  it  was  not  right 
to  blame  the  Native  Minister,  who  was  asked  to 
undertake  the  duties  of  his  office  under  those 
oonditions.  Anybody  who  had  seen  the  relations 
of  Sir  Donald  McLean  with  the  Natives  would 
admit  that  no  persons  could  appear  to  be  more 
at  home  in  Sir  Donald  McLean's  house  than  the 
Natives,  who  had  always  free  access  to  him.  He 
was  sure  tliat  there  were  very  few  men  who  would 
have  known  either  how  to  exercise  or  to  accept 
hospitality  in  connection  with  the  Natiros  as  the 
Native  Minister  had  done.  His  honorable  friend 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  pointed  out  that  to 
cut  the  estimates  down  would  be  to  prevent  the 
Ch>vemment  from  making  any  modifications  in 
the  Native  Department  where  such  might  be 
found  necessary.  It  was  impossible  for  them  at 
that  moment  to  say  where  reductions  could  best 
be  made,  if  they  could  be  made  at  all.  To  strike 
off  £6,000  would  be  to  make  the  position  of  any 
Native  Minister  almost  untenable.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  pause  before  it  did  anything  so 
reckless  as  to  strike  off  this  amount.  The  esti- 
mates for  the  Native  Department  had  already 
been  reduced  year  by  year  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years. 

Mr.  NAHE  had  a  few  remarks  to  make  vrith 
reference  to  the  Native  Assessors.  It  bad  been 
said  that  the  Assessors  were  paid  because  they 
had  been  mainly  instrumental  in  putting  an  end 
to  the  Maori  trouble  among  their  own  tribes.  A 
certain  chief  belonging  to  the  Bay  of  Islands  had 
sent  up  a  petition  praying  that  his  salary  might 
be  increased,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  shown 
great  energy  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  troubles 
which  threatened.  The  Government  officers  had 
expressed  themselves  as  being  unfavourable  to 
that  petition,  and  therefore  he  thought  that 
that  was  not  the  real  reason  why  these  Native 
Assessors  were  paid.  He  would  refer  to  the 
Assessors  in  his  own  district,  the  Thames.  The 
Assessors  there  did  not  work  for  the  great  benefit 
of  the  Natives.  They  strengthened  the  hands  of 
the  Qovemment  in  the  improper  purchases  of 
Native  lands.  When  he  spoke  of  improper  pur- 
chases he  meant  the  esses  in  which  lands  were 
purchased  before  the  Grown  grants  were  issued 
for  them.  Those  lands  were  not  purchased  with 
money.  Lands  in  the  Thames  district  had  been 
puri-hased  for  damsged  flour,  soap,  ropes,  and 
sardines,  and  he  had  received  letters  from  those 
Assessors  asking  him  not  to  object  to  such  sales  as 
that.  Therefore  it  was  that  he  objected  to  the 
payment  of  money  to  the  Assessors  in  the  Thames 
district.  He  did  not  think  fliat  those  who  were 
working  against  the  Natives  should  be  paid ;  but 
at  the  same  time  he  did  not  say  that  the  money 
should  be  taken  away  from  them  altogether. 
Nevertheless,  ho  objected  to  what  they  had  been 
doing.  There  was  another  point  to  which  he 
would  refer  in  connection  with  the  Aasessors  at 


the  Thames,  and  that  was  that  those  who  ^wrere 
receiving  money  from  the  Government  at  the 
Thames  were  men  of  inferior  rank.  They  were 
not  nearly  such  great  men  as  the  old  chiefs  of 
Hauraki,  but  thev  were  paid  by  the  Government, 
and  they  had  their  position.  Those  Aseessora 
also  assisted  in  the  unauthorized  surveying  of 
land  in  the  Thames  district.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  support  the  motion  for  the  reduction  of 
£5,000,  as  proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney ;  neitner  was  he  prepared  to  assist  in 
making  any  reduction  in  the  Native  Departoaent. 
He  had  said  these  things  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  He  had  nothing  to  say  against  the 
Native  Minister.  A  great  many  things  had  been 
said  against  him,  and  he  had  received  a  great 
many  petition's  against  him,  but  those  petitions 
he  could  not  support. 

Mr.  JOYCE  regretted  that  illness  prevented 
the  Native  Minister  being  present  to  hear  the 
charges  that  had  been  levelled  against  his  depart- 
ment, which  might  possibly  be  construed  into 
charges  against  himself.  An  eloquent  speech  in 
defence  of  his  cause  had,  however,  been  made  bj 
the  Minister  of  Justice ;  and  it  was  possible  that 
had  the  Native  Minister  been  present  he  would 
have  made  out  a  worse  case,  inasmuch  as  the 
native  modesty  of  the  Native  Minister  might 
have  prevented  him  saying  as  much  as  had  been 
said  by  the  Minister  of  Justice.  They  had  from 
the  Minister  of  Justice  a  long  history  of  the  ser- 
vices rendered  b^  the  Native  Minister,  and  the 
self-denying  sacnfices  he  had  made  in  the  public 
service.  1B&  (Mr.  Joyce)  could  have  understood 
the  value  of  these  services  much  better  if,  at  the 
end  of  his  long  career  and  these  self-denying 
sacrifices,  the  honorable  gentleman  had  not  been 
the  possessor  of  an  enormous  fortune,  the  basis  of 
which  depended  upon  the  acquisition  of  Native 
land.  In  other  colonies  he  knew  that  men  who 
had  been  engaged  on  sujrveys  were  debarred  by 
law  from  buying  Grown  lands  at  public  auction ; 
but  here  custom  seemed  to  have  blinded  men,  and 
rendered  them  incapable  of  distinguishing  be- 
tween right  and  wrong.  It  had  rendered  them 
unable  to  estimate  the  guilt  which  might  fairly  be 
laid  to  their  charge.  It  had  made  them  unable 
to  perceive  that  in  these  transactions  they  were 
absolutely  going  beyond  the  pale  of  the  law. 
In  fact,  if  he  were  compelled  to  choose  an 
epithet  to  express  his  full  meaning,  he  would 
say  that  they  had  been  blinded  to  such  an 
extent  that  they  acted  dishonestly.  He  had 
heard  something  of  the  personal  influence  the 
Hon.  the  Native  Minister  had  exercised  over  the 
Natives ;  but  he  declined  to  acknowledge  that  he 
personally  had  any  very  great  influence  over 
them.  He  had  been  informed  by  those  who  knew 
something  of  these  matters,  that  when  the  Hon. 
the  Native  Minister  had  no  money  at  his  disposal 
his  personal  influence  was  very  slight ;  but  from 
the  day  he  became  able  to  lavish  largess  right 
and  left,  his  personal  influence  became  very  gi*eat. 
The  man  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  Utvish 
thousands  of  pounds  would  always  have  a  great 
deal  of  influence,  not  only  amongst  Natives,  but 
amonest  Europeans.  They  had  made  two  great 
mistakes  since  the  white  men  came  to  this  colony. 
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TIm  int  WM  in  aeknowledgtng  the  right  of  tb9 
IftttifM  to  the  Iftnd ;  and  the  next  was,  having 
aekoowledged  that  right,  to  endeavonr  to  cheat 
them  oat  of  their  land.  In  the  ieoond  of  these 
miitakee,  the  Hon.  the  Native  Minister  had  had 
an  exoeedingly  large  share,  and  those  associated 
with  him  had  also  had  a  large  share,  though  it 
was  not  for  him,  coming  from  the  South  Island, 
to  es^mate  the  exact  shm  of  these  people.  Thej 
were  very  much  in  the  dark  in  these  matters,  so 
much  80  that  he  knew  of  no  means  of  throwing 
any  light  on  the  subject ;  but  this  he  did  know, 
that  a  searching  inquiry  was  necessary.  Some 
Tery  mat  wrongs  had  been  done.  He  knew 
something  of  the  Native  race,  as  he  lived  amongst 
them  over  twenty  years  ago.  He  learnt  their 
langaage  to  some  extent,  and  their  method  of 
thought ;  and  although  he  had  nearly  forgotten 
all  about  it,  he  remembered  enough  of  them  to 
have  this  belief  strongly  fixed  in  his  mind  at  the 
preeent  moment,  that  the  Natives  were  conscious 
of  a  deep  wrong  having  been  done  them,  a  wrong 
which  could  not  be  redressed  by  the  ordinaiy 
ptoeednre  of  the  law-courts.  In  what  way  that 
ndress  should  be  given  he  was  not  prepM«d  to 
■ay.  Those  who  wore  more  conversant  with  the 
snlljecA  would  no  doubt  take  action  in  the  matter; 
Iwt  the  sooner  a  searching  inquiry  was  made  the 
better.  He  thought  there  w«re  men  who  should 
bo^'miide  to  disgoTge  the  plunder  they  had  takon 
ft^m- the  Natives. 

Captain  MORRIS  asked  the  Funnier  tie  mrh6i 
^Ibe  Besidmiit  MagistratiB  they  referred  to  in 
Ibo'  Mtimatef  M  b«iBg  stationed  at  Waitott  and 
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lAjor  AirsnfSONb— Mr.  Loeko. 

Hl^  BXTRNS  asked  whelhev  it  was  intended 
to  OAittirae  the  vot»  Ufi  the  WtUta  Maori.    The 

Skttcatlon  was  perfectly  useless,  and  should  be 
leontiBHed. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  paper  could  no 
doubt  be  done  without,  like  a  great  many  other 
things ;  but  it  would  not  be  at  all  desirable  to 
discontinue  it.  If  efficiently  conducted,  such  a 
periodical  would  be  of  great  service  in  letting  the 
Ifaoris  know  what  was  going  on  amongst  the 
Buropeaos.  It  did  not  seem  to  him  at  all  to  be 
desired  that  the  place  of  the  Waka  Maori  should 
be  taken  by  the  Wanamgat  the  paper  started  by 
the  Natives  of  Hawke's  Bay.  There  were  now  a 
mat  many  snbscribere  to  the  Waka  Maori,  and 
It  would  be  a  pity  to  discontinue  it. 

Mr.  TAWITI  rose  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
Ngapuhi  in  reference  to  the  remarks  made  about 
Sir  Donald  McLean.  That  gentleman  had  been 
in  the  Northern  District  very  many  times,  and  he 
had  never  seen  him  do  anything  wrong.  The 
Land  Purehase  Commissioners  did  not  go  up  to 
the  district  secretly.  They  went  up  openly,  and 
■tated  openly  that  they  came  there  to  pnrehase 
land,  and  that  they  were  willing  to  give  lOd. 
an  acre.  None  of  the  Ngapuhi  people  said  it 
was  wreng,  or  objected  on  account  of  the  small- 
ness  of  the  price.  They  all  agreed  to  take  the 
lOd.  an  acre.  He  heard  now  for  the  first  time 
that  the  Ngapuhi  had  objected  to  the  Native 
Minister.  He  spoke  now  because  he  heard  that 
tha  people  at  this  end  of  the  island  were  speaking 
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against  the  Native  Minister,  and  because  those  in 
the  North  might  possibly  follow  in  the  same 
course.  The  honorable  member  for  Bodney 
blamed  Sir  Donald  McLean  for  the  Waitara  war, 
but  why  was  he  not  blamed  at  the  time  ?  The 
regard  of  the  Ngapuhi  tribe  for  the  Kuiopeana 
hM  not  been  purehased.  The  Ngapuhi  had  » 
regard  for  the  Europeans  from  the  time  of  their 
first  arrival  amonest  them.  The  Ngapuhi  had 
their  faults  and  their  good  points.  When  the 
fighting  took  place  with  Hone  Heke,  Tamati 
Waka  fought  against  him,  although  he  was  not 
ordered  to  go  by  the  Buropeaos.  That  showed 
that  their  regard  had  not  been  purehased  by 
the  Government ;  it  was  a  regard  for  the  Euro* 
peans,  which  was  felt  by  the  people  up  to  the 
present  time.  Sir  George  Gtc^'  showed  his  re* 
gard  for  what  Tamati  Waka  did  by  paying  him. 
The  Maoris  then  found  out  that  these  things  had- 
their  price.  It  was  not  an  idea  of  the  Maoris  to* 
ask  a  high  price  for  what  they  had  done :  they 
had  been  shown  that  by  the  Europeans.  The 
Ngaptihis  had  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the  0o* 
vemment  during  its  administration.  If  any  one 
committed  any  offence  against  the  law  in  his  dii« 
trict,  he  was  given  up  in  expiation  of  that  offence. 
He  had  not  seen  any  wrong^doing  tnr  the  pre- 
sent Native  Ministsr  in  the  North.  During  the 
prerious  Parliament,  measures  were  taken  for 
the  establishment  of  sdioob  in  the  North,  and 
also  ioiB  the  making  of  reads  them.  The  Natiye- 
AssessevB  wei*  apfwimled-  there  by  Hia  G«org» 
Qntfsfi  they  were  seleeted  from  amon^  fiiany 
ehiefe  ci  the  trilbee,  Md  they  had  lemaffaed*  in 
office  up  to  the  present  time.  Ntf^  onee  had 
been  appointed  by  the  present  Govefnment  in 
the  same  way  as  they  were  appointed  by  psevi^ 
ous  Administrations  and  previous  GovemmentsL 
What  the  Natives  in  hie  district  winted  to  see  was 
that  roade  shoukl  go  threugh  the  whole  district, 
that  the  telegraph  should  be  extended,  and  that 
schools  should  be  established  there.  Ho  did  not 
wish  to  see  the  £5,000  taken  awav ;  he  hoped  it 
would  be  left  to  be  administered  by  the  Govern* 
ment,  because  there  was  very  little  money  left 

now. 

Mr.  HUNTER  did  not  wish  the  subjeot  topMt 
without  saying  a  Ibw  words  upon  it.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Bodney  had  referred  to  the 
Native  Minister  as  having  been  the  cause  of  the 
disturbances  at  the  Waitara.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber had  made  statements  which  the  past  history 
would  not  in  any  way  bear  out.  At  that  time, 
the  Native  Minister  was  not  a  public  man;  he 
merely  occupied  the  position  of  a  Native  Land 
Purchase  Oommissioner.  He  liad  been  brought 
up  in  the  employment  of  a  late  Governor  of  the 
colony.  Sir  Ghsorge  Grey,  the  present  member  for 
the  Thames.  Any  one  acquamted  with  the  past 
history  of  the  colony  knew  how  thoroughly  the 
honorable  gentleman  threw  himself  into  the 
hands  of  Sir  Donald  McLean  and  relied  upon 
him.  There  was  nothing  connected  with  the  Na- 
tives at  that  time  which  could  be  administered  or 
managed  in  any  way,  and  no  important  negotia- 
tions could  be  entered  into  or  carried  out,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  the  Native  Minister. 
He  (Mr.  Hunter),  and  many  others^  knew  that  at 
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thatpartioolar  time  the  proceedings  commenced 
at  Waitara  were  resolred  upon  in  Auckland. 
The  Native  ICinieter  was  exceedingly  unweU. 
He  was  living  in  the  house  of  bis  father-in- 
law,  in  Wellington,  and  was  considered  to  be 
at  death's  door.  He  was  not  a  party  in  any 
way  to  the  Waitara  affair ;  if  he  had  been,  pro^ 
ably  very  serious  consequences  might  hare  been 
averted.  He  was  urgently  requested  to  go  to 
Taranaki  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  He 
(Mr.  Hunter)  was  not  speaking  from  hearsay,  but 
of  facts  with  which  be  was  thoroughly  acquainted. 
Sir  Donald  McLean  did  go,  and  had  an  interview 
with  the  chief,  William  Thompson.  Negotiations 
were  entered  into  at  that  time,  which  resulted  in 
the  Waikatos  going  back  to  their  own  district, 
and  the  termination  of  the  war  in  Taranaki. 
These  facts  could  be  borne  out  by  a  reference  to 
the  past  history  of  this  colony.  The  honorable 
member  for  Wallace  referred  to  the  Native 
Minister  having  amassed  wealth  by  the  purchase 
of  land  from  the  Natives.  That  was  the  pur- 
port of  the  honorable  member's  remarks.  He 
(Mr.  Hunter)  was  in  a  position  to  say  that  Sir 
Donald  McLean  never  had  sold  an  acre  of  land 
which  he  purchased  from  the  Natives.  He  owned 
some  land  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  district^  but  not 
that  extent  of  land  which  might  be  inferred  from 
remarks  made  in  tliis  House. 

Mr.  JOYCE  explained  that  be  did  not  say 
anythinf  with  regard  to  the  sales  of  land ;  what 
he  saidnad  reference  to  the  pordhase  of  land. 

Mr.  HFNTBB  could  not  see  the  distinction. 
It  would  be  impossible  for  a  person  to  amass 
wealth  by  purchasing  land  nmess  he  eold  it 
again.  The  common  wav  of  amassing  wealth  was 
by  purchasing  land  and  selling  it  again.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wallace  had  not  that  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  &ots  which  any  individual 
should  possess  who  brought  strong  accusations 
against  the  Native  Minister.  The  honorable 
gentleman  also  referred  to  the  necessity  of  an 
inquiry  being  made.  If  the  honorable  member 
had  been  in  his  place  last  night  he  would  have 
learned  that  a  very  exhaustive  inquiry  had  been 
made.  A  special  Oommission  was  appointed  to 
investigate  all  these  matters,  presided  over  by 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  colony,  Mr.  Justice 
Bichmond.  The  honorable  member  for  Bodney 
had  made  a  speech  similar  to  the  one  delivered 
by  him  last  session.  The  speech  last  session  was 
to  the  same  purpose  and  effect,  and  the  Native 
Minister  made  a  statement  entirely  satisfactory 
to  the  members  present.  The  charges  made  on 
one  side  had  been  repelled  on  the  other.  He 
thought  the  majority  of  honorable  members  in 
the  House  then  considered  that  Sir  Donald 
McLean  had  the  best  of  the  facts  and  argu- 
ments. ("  No.")  He  would  say  '*  Yes."  That 
was,  of  course,  a  matter  entirely  of  opinion.  If 
it  could  have  been  possible  to  bring  home  the 
charges  made  against  the  Native  Minister,  that 
honorable  gentleman  would  not  have  so  long 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  House.  The  honor- 
ame  gentleman  took  charge  of  the  Native  De- 
partment at  a  very  critical  period  in  the  history  of 
this  colony.  His  object  had^beeu  to  do  his  best 
^  preserve  peace,  order,  and  good  government  in 


the  country,  and  he  had  been  singularly  fortmiato 
in  that  respect.  The  progress  made  in  the  NorUi 
Island  since  that  time  was  known  to  eveiy  resi- 
dent in  it.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  aboat  hia 
personal  influence.  It  was  well  known  that  those 
intrusted  with  the  manacement  of  the  affiurs  of 
a  country,  to  be  successnil,  must  have  peraonal 
influence.  In  India  and  other  countries,  peraonsJ. 
influence  and  ability  had  a  great  deal  to  do  in 
ffuiding  the  people.  He  did  not  believe  tha 
Native  Minister  ought  to  be  found  fault  with  on 
account  of  the  personal  influence  which  he  un- 
doubtedly possessed,  and  had  used  to  pronaoie 
the  advancement  and  benefit  of  the  countzy. 
The  honorable  member  for  Wallace  said  the  early 
settlers  had  made  two  mistakes.  One  was  not 
taking  the  land  when  they  came  here.  He  (ICr. 
Hunter)  did  not  think  that  would  be  a  fait  or 
right  position  for  them  to  have  taken  up.  That 
was  a  point  which  the  early  settlers  could  not  w^ 
have  raised,  as  it  would  have  been  settled  in  a 
prompt  and  summary  way  by  the  Natives.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  say  tliat  the  early  coloniste 
were  under  great  obligations  to  the  Natives.  The 
honorable  member  referred  to  cheating  the  Maoris 
of  their  land. 

Mr.  JO  YOB  said  the  statement  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  might  give  rise  to  an  erroneous 
impression  as  to  uie  purport  of  what  he  (Mr. 
Joyce)  had  said.  He  would  only  be  doi^justioo 
to  himself  to  make  this  explanation.  What  he 
meant  to  convey  to  the-House  was  this:  The 
early  settlers  finding  that  the  Natives  occupied 
the  land,  they  should  not  have  taught  them  the 
idea  of  ownership  of  the  land.  They  should  have 
shown  the  Natives  that  they  came  to  this  country 
recognising  the  rights  of  we  King  or  Queen,  as 
the  case  might  have  been  at  that  time — that  none 
of  them  could  acquire  land  except  by  purchase  in 
open  market  £rom  the  Queen,  whose  rights  th^ 
had  acknowledged ;  that  the  whole  of  the  land 
belonged  to  the  Queen  or  King,  as  the  case  might 
be ;  and  that  all  had  an  equal  right  to  acquire  as 
much  as  they  could  bv  purchase  in  open  market. 

Mr.  HUNTEB  would  not  pursue  the  argument 
of  the  honorable  member  any  further,  because  it 
was  not  for  a  moment  tenable,  and  all  experience 
had  shown  that  the  Natives  were  very  tenacious  of 
their  rights  to  land,  and  they  could  not  be  blamed 
for  it  It  would  have  been  utterly  impossible  for 
the  Buropeans  fW>m  the  first  to  the  last  to  take 
their  land,  and  they  had  never  wished  to  do  any- 
thing that  was  not  perfectly  fair  and  just  towards 
tl)e  Natives.  It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  oo- 
cupy  the  time  of  the  House  longer ;  and  he  would 
not  have  spoken  had  ho  not  thought  it  was  right 
that  there  should  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  position 
of  Sir  Donald  McLean. 

Mr.  BEES  would  not  have  spoken  again  upon 
this  subject  had  it  not  been  for  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  who  had  just  sat 
down.  He  must  say  he  was  struck,  and  no  doubt 
the  Committee  were  struck,  at  the  very  singular 
appearance  presented  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man as  Sir  Donald  McLean's  champion.  Did 
the  honorable  gentleman  always  act  as  champion, 
out  of  the  generosity  of  his  nature,  for  any  person 
who  had  been  attacked  in  the  same  way  r    Hq 
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bad  seen  the  honorable  gentleman  in  hie  seat 
when  attacks  were  made  on  other  persons,  espe- 
cial] j  when  the  J  were  persons  with  whom  the 
lionorable  gentleman  did  not  happen  to  work 
rery  well,  and  he  had  not  seen  him  stand  up 
in  their  (Jofenoe.  The  honorable  member  stood 
up  in  defence  of  the  Native  Minister — ^indeed 
peemod  to  push  himself  forivard  as  a  self-consti- 
tuted clianipion.  The  Native  Minister  had  other 
•od  legitimate  defenders,  his  colleagues,  who  were 
amplj  able  and  prepared  to  take  up  that  honor- 
able gentleman^  position.  He  did  not  know 
what  peculiar  position  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City  was  in,  when  he  said  he 
was  authorised  to  saj  and  do  this  or  that.  If 
the  honorable  member  stood  up  as  the  Native 
Minister's  agent,  of  course  the  Committee  would 
know  what  value  to  attach  to  the  assertions  he 
mode  and  the  arguments  he  used;  but  if  he 
spoke  simply  as  a  member  of  the  House  on 
behalf  of  a  gentleman  who  did  not  happen  to 
be  present,  it  would  be  very  right  to  accord  him 
vespeot  for  doing  so,  but  he  must  object  to  the 
honorable  member  answering  in  such  a  dicta- 
torial tone.  He  was  rather  astonished  to  hear 
that  honorable  gentleman's  sentiments,  which 
were  echoed  by  one  or  two  of  the  Committee, 
that  purchasing  land  did  not  make  a  man 
wealthy  until  he  sold  it.  If  that  were  the  case, 
the  rich  Natives  who  had  sold  the  land  had 
become  wealthy,  and  the  poor  people  who  pur- 
chased the  land  had  become  very  poor.  That 
was  the  logic  of  the  honoimble  member.  The 
Native  Minister  and  one  or  two  other  gentlemen 
in  Hawke's  Bay  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing  land  hod  become  very  poor,  and  the 
man  who  got  60,000  or  60,000  acres  of  fine  land 
for  next  door  to  nothing  must  be  counted  almost 
a  pauper,  whersos  the  people  who  sold  the  land 
become  veiy  rich  and  wealthy  by  the  transaction. 
The  Minister  of  Justice  defended  the  Native 
Minister  in  a  most  gentle  and  amiable  style.  He 
would  not  say  with  any  point ;  but  his  remarks 
were  certainly  impressive  if  they  had  not  any 
point.  It  had  been  said  that  if  the  Native  Minis- 
ter were  here,  he  would  deny  all  the  statements 
mode  against  him,  and  disprove  them  all.  It  was 
a  somewhat  remarkable  thing  that  although  the 
honorable  member  for  Bodney  who  had  spoken 
of  these  matters  hod  become  cognizont  of  the  in- 
tricacies of  the  department,  and  nad  been  able  to 
tear  aside  the  curtain  and  look  into  the  charnel- 
house  a  little  closer  than  other  people,  there  was  a 
very  disagreeable  ring  of  truth  about  eveiy  word 
the  honorable  member  said.  With  what  smgulor 
force  the  statement  the  Committee  heard  from 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori 
District  on  the  previous  evening  came,  after 
the  subdued  and  very  gentle  statement,  the  sort 
of  smoothing-over  process,  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber lor  Clive,  when  he  spoke  of  the  matter.  He 
was  astonished  when  he  heard  that  honorable 
member  say  that  nobody  was  in  arms,  and  that 
nobody  was  preoared  to  defend  the  land.  Why, 
any  one  who  imew  anything  at  all  about  the 
Maoris  knew  that  if  they  held  a  piece  of  land, 
•ad  iotd  they  were  pvspsMd  to  limt  for  it,  they 
weie  prepared  to  fight  for  It.    He  wished  to 


know  whether  the  honorable  member  for  Clive 
would  like  to  go  to  put  these  men  off  the  ground. 
No;  the  lionorable  gentleman  would  take  rcry 
great  care  to  keep  away  ;  he  would  take  very 
great  care  that  other  people  should  do  that,  and 
ho  would  stay  hero.  The  honorable  gentleman 
said  there  would  be  no  resistance,  and  the  men 
had  not  got  any  arms  ;  but  the  two  Native  mem- 
bers 6aid  I  hey  had  telegrams  from  there  whidi 
said  that,  although  the  soldiers  might  be  seut  up 
there  in  pursuance  of  the  threats,  yet  they  would 
fight  Was  that  the  action  of  men  who  were 
waiting  to  be  persuaded  by  the  honeyed  voices  ef 
Mr.  Locke  and  others,  and  one  police  officer  and 
the  Sheriff  who  had  been  sent  to  tir  to  get  them  off 
the  land  ?  The  language  of  the  Natives  was  the 
language  of  men  prepared  for  resistance ;  of  men 
who  were  determined  to  make,  in  the  words  of 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastom  Maori 
District,  their  graves  where  their  cradle  had  been. 
In  relation  to  the  statement  of  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  who  stood  up  and  expressed  himself  in  a 
very  gentlemanly  manner,  in  the  very  courteous 
manner  in  which  he  usually  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee or  the  House,  by  which  he  supposed 
the  honorable  gentleman  intended  to  moke 
up  for  the  point  in  his  remarks  which  was 
wanting^— that  if  the  Native  Minister  had  been 
here  he  would  have  immediately  denied  the  state- 
mento, — he  would  say  that  the  Native  Minister 
had  been  in  his  place  when  such  statemente  were 
made,  and  what  did  he  deny?  One  stotoment 
alone.  He  (Mr.  Bees)  had  sMd  that  when  cer- 
tain lands  were  purchased  in  Hawke's  Bay,  Sir 
Donald  McLean  went  there  with  the  then  Qover- 
nor,  Sir  Qeorge  Gbey.  The  Native  Minister  con- 
tradicted that,  and  said  nothing  of  the  sort  was 
done ;  and  it  turned  out  that  that  gentleman  had 

5 one  the  day  before  and  met  the  Governor  there, 
^hat  was  the  denial ;  but  the  Native  Minister  did 
not  dare  to  deny  the  statemente  made  as  to  how 
he  got  those  reserves  into  his  possession.  If  the 
honorable  member  for  dive  had  been  present 
when  the  Native  Minister  did  not  deny  these 
statemente,  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not 
have  said  that  the  Native  ifinister  did  not  get  an 
inch  of  those  reser? es ;  and  if  he  was  present,  he 
had  no  right  to  say  what  he  had.  He  was  very 
much  plefMcd  indeed  to  hear  the  stotement  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney;  for  too 
much  light  could  not  be  thrown  upon  these  mat- 
ters. It  was  all  very  well  for  members  of  the 
Ministry,  or  members  of  the  House,  or  other 
persons  to  attempt  to  say  that  there  was  no 
ill-feelingamongst  the  Natives,  but  it  was  not 
so.  In  Waikato,  it  was  not  so ;  in  Napier,  it 
was  not  so ;  and  as  to  the  good-will  the  Natives 
bore  to  Sir  Donald  Mclean,  he  would  say 
that  the  Native  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  was  elected  by  the  Ngapuhi  on 
purpose  to  support  Sir  G^rge  Qrey  against  Sir 
bonidd  McLean.  The  honorable  gentleman  was 
pledged  to  that,  and  was  put  in  for  that  pur- 
pose. What  did  the  Native  Minister  do  ?  He 
went  up  north  by  the  "  Luna,"  got  the  honorable 
member  on  board,  brought  him  down  here,  and 
it  was  then  found  that  the  member  for  the  North- 
ern Maori  Diilriot  hod  fiargotteo  his  pledge  to 
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nipport  Sir  Qeom  Grey,  and  wm  a  hard  sup- 
porter of  the  Gk>Yemment.  Ngspuhi  chieu, 
neat  chiefs,  had  written  to  the  honorable  mem- 
hmr,  and  sent  messages  reminding  him  of  his 
pledges ;  but  Ministers  had  such  influence,  and 
were  such  amiable  and  aooommodating  people, 
that  he  was  sure,  no  matter  what  promises  he  had 
made,  they  were  the  proper  people  to  support, 
and  he  meant  to  support  them.  That  was  having 
influence  with  the  Natives.  The  influence  which 
the  Natire  Minister  exercised  on  the  Natives  was 
a  pemioioas  influence.  It  was  an  influence  which 
■owed  disaffection  among  the  Natives  themselves, 
and  taught  them,  as  the  honorable  member  said, 
that  all  these  thines  had  their  price,  and  taught 
them  that  that  which  was  at  first  intended  as  a 
vsward  for  servioes  rendered  was  a  rewaxd  for 
services  which  might  be  rendered,  services  p<di- 
tieal  or  otherwise.  The  statements  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Rodney  were  not,  as  the 
Minister  of  Justice  said,  as  to  the  incapacity  of 
Sir  Donald  McLean  to  do  tliis  work,  or  want  of 
power  to  do  it.  The  honorable  member  for  Bod- 
&ey  distinctly  admitted  the  power  and  capacity 
of  the  Native  Minister,  but  said  that  a  great  per- 
4s«i  of  it  was  used  not  for  the  purpose  of  benefit- 
ntg  <he  public,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  Native 
aM  Defence  Minister  and  for  the  benefit  ol  his 
iMeods.  Thai,  Sir,  sras  what  tiie  honorable  mem- 
ber complained  of.  Sveiybody  knew  that  Sir 
Donald  McLean  had  had  a  considerable  amottnt 
of  influence  with  the  Natives  for  a  long  time  ,* 
but  the  qoettkm  was,  whetiher  tJiat  influence 
was  exereined  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  un- 
flrtfishl^,  and  with  a  Tiew  to  a  liigh  standard  of 
patriotism.  No  self-constituted  champion  of 
Sir  Donald  McLean  stood  forth  to  defend  him  in 
the  days  when  he  was  not  in  power  and  was  not 
wealthy. 

An  Hon.  MmniiE. — ^I  did. 

Mr.  BEBS  was  ^j^  to  hear  the  honorable 
member  say  he  had.  The  honorable  member 
who  had  said  that  had  been  till  lately  an  op- 
ponent of  the  Ministry.  It  was  wonderful  to 
see  the  transformations  which  came  about,  to  see 
how  people  chopped  and  changed  about;  and 
they  cnlled  it,  he  supposed,  political  consistency. 
He  did  not  see  that  the  reduction  proposed  eould 
be  agreed  to,  and,  from  what  he  had  heard  in 
Committee,  he  was  not  preparod  to  support  it. 
He  would  not  interfere  with  anything  tliat  was 
being  done  for  the  Natives,  especially  when  they 
saw  that  the  sum  of  £8,000  granted  for  secret- 
cervice  money  last  year  had  been  reduced  to 
£1,000.  There  was  one  vote  to  which  he  would 
object:  that  was  the  vote  for  the  Maori  news- 
paper. This  paper  had  simply  been  used  as  a 
political  organ  by  the  Government.  Honorable 
members  knew  something  of  other  newspapers 
being  used  to  infiaence  Europeans,  and  it  was 
just  the  same  with  this  newspaper,  which  was 
used  to  influence  the  Natives  in  favour  of  the 
€K>vemment  and  against  the  Opposition.  He 
would  oppose  that  vote,  because  it  was  not  only 
useless,  but  mischievous.  There  was  another 
Maori  newspaper  which  it  might  be  said  was 
used  by  the  Opposition  ;  but  it  was  supported  by 
prif ate  enterpase.    Let  the  Waka  Maori  do  the 


same,  and  depend  upon  its  own  merits,  and  kt 
not  the  money  of  the  oountxy  be  spent  to  keep 
up  a  newspaper  especially  for  the  Government. 
He  would  merely  add  that  he  would  prafer  to  see 
the  vote  for  Native  schools  increased  rather  than 
diminished ;  but  he  would  move.  That  the  TOte 
be   reduced  by  the  £400  for  the  Maori  newa- 

Mr.  TAWITI  wished  to  raply  to  the  statemaot 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  £aat 
tiiat  he  bad  been  elected  to  support  Sir  Glwocge 
Grey.    He  was  elected  by  the  people  to  support 
the  General    Gt>vexnmettt.     There    wera    tliree 
candidates  opposed  to  him  at  the  election,  who 
were  supporten  of  Sir  George  Grey.     He  loft 
Wiremu  Eatane  oat  of  the  qusttion,  but  none  of 
those  who  voted  ibr  the  other  candidates  voted 
for  him  on  that  oceasion.    The  honorable  member 
said  a  great  many  telegrams  had  been  received 
about  \Ib  (Mr.  Tawiii's)  proceedings.    Where  did 
they  come  from,  and  what  tribes  objected  to  what 
he  had  done?    If  the  honorable  member  hsui 
these  letters  and  telegrams,  let  him  show  them. 
The  honorable  member    said  that  Sir  Donald 
McLean  got  him  on  board  the  *'  Luna,"  and 
bvought  him  from  the  district  i  but  that  was  not 
the  case.    The  "  Luna"  happened  tp  go  to  Hoki- 
anga  and  he  to<^  his  passage  in  her.    He  had  not 
been  bought  by  Sir  Don^d  McLean,  and  had 
never  received  anything  from  him.    It  was  said 
that  he  had  been  bought  by  the  Government,  but 
such  was  not  the  case.   The  only  money  he  got  was 
the  honorarium  as  a  member  of  the  House ;  and 
that  he  would  still  receive  even  if  he  supported 
Sir  George  Grey.    How,  then,  could  it  be  said 
that  be  was  bought  ?    He  supported  the  prssent 
Government  because  he  believed  they  were  right. 
He  had  no  personal  enmity  against  Sir  George 
Grey,  but  he  supported  the  present  Government 
because  they  had  done  good  work  in  his  district. 
If  Sir  Gheorge  Grey  were  in  the  Gk>vernment,  he 
might  perhaps  support  him. 

Mr.  kOWE  must  confess  that  he  sympathiaed 
to  a  very  large  degree  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  had  just  epoken.  He  believed  the 
honorable  member  for  Audtland  City  East,  in  re- 
ferring to  that  honorable  gentleman,  spoke  upon 
a  subject  with  which  he  was  entirely  and  abso- 
lutely unacquainted,  and  he  felt  deep  regret,  while 
that  honorable  member  was  speaking,  that  he 
should  have  referred  in  such  terms  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District. 
He  (Mr.  Bowe)  was  acquainted  with  what  took 
place  at  the  elections  of  that  honorable  gentleman 
and  other  Native  members  in  Auckland,  and  he 
could  say  that  what  occurred  during  the  elections 
did  not  bear  out  a  single  statement  or  remark 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East.  Those  remarks  were  utterly  baseless, 
and  without  any  reason  whatever.  The  honor- 
able member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District  did 
not  promise  to  support  Sir  George  Grey,  and  tJie 
assertion  to  that  efleot  was  utterly  contrary  to 
truth.  Although  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  frequently  departed  very 
widely  from  the  risht  mark  in  his  speeches,  he 
had  never  departed  more  widely  (Jban  he  had 
done  on  tbts  ocnasion.    ^^  ^oneciWe  mamher 
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for  tlie  Northern  Maori  District  had  the  courage 
to  defend  himself,  and  he  could  indorse  every 
word  that  honorable  gentleman  said. 

Mr.  TAKAMOANA  rose  to  speak  on  account 
of  what  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Mr.  Bowe)  had  stoted.  If  the  Ngapuhi  wanted 
to  elect  a  candidate  to  support  the  G-ovemment| 
the^  would  bare  re-elected  Wiremu  Katene.  .He 
believed  the  candidate  who  was  elected  was  elected 
to  support  Sir  George  Chrej;  and  all  the  other 
ouidiaates  except  Wiremu  Katene  were  in  op- 
position  to  the  Government.  If  the  honorable 
anember  who  represented  the  Northern  Maori 
District  had  any  document  to  produce  from  the 
Ngapuhi,  then  he  would  assent  to  what  he  said. 
The  other  three  Native  members  had  received 
letters  from  that  district.  That  was  an  anawer 
to  the  honorable  member  lor  the  Thames.  He 
had  something  to  saj  also  with  Mferenee  to  the 
maiaes  of  the  Native  Minister  at  the  hands  of 
his  honorable  friends  the  Native  member  for  the 
Korthem  District  and  the  Native  member  for 
the  Thames.  He  wished  the  Committee  to 
understand  that  he  knew  Bir  Donald  McLean, 
and  had  been  his  companion  from  his  youth  up 
to  the  present  time.  He  did  not  know  that  his 
works  had  been  good..  The  large  blocks  of  laud 
whioh^  were  sold  to  him  were  sll  right ;  but  the 
reserves  made  at  the  time  he  was  Commissioner 
were  made  by  the  Natives  for  themselves  and 
had  been  pmrehased  by  him.  During  the  time 
lie  was  Minister,  some  of  these  lands  were  passed 
through  the  Court,  and  he  bought  them.  He 
had  bought  large  blocks  for  himself.  There  were 
Nffatarawa,  the  Mangateretere,  and  the  Torckareka 
Blocks.  He  also  bought  Tareha's  share  in  the 
Crown  grant  for  himself.  There  were  twenty 
persons  interested  in  these  blocks,  two  of  whom 
aid  not  sign  the  deed.  He  (Mr.  Takamoana)  did 
BOt  sell  his  interest  in  either  of  these  blocks  to 
8ir  Donald  McLean.  He  did  not  understand 
that  Sir  Donald  McLean  was  purchasing  them  for 
the  public,  but  for  liimself.  That  was  one  fault 
he  had  seen  in  Sir  Donald  McLean.  Another 
thing  was  that  a  great  many  people  had  been  to 
him  to  ask  that  some  of  their  lands  should  be 
left  to  themselves.  He  also,  as  a  large  landowner, 
went  to  the  Native  Minister  for  the  same  purpose. 
But  he  did  not  agree  with  their  request.  He 
told  other  people  not  to  listen  to  what  he  had  to 
■aj  in  objecting  to  the  sale  of  lands.  This  was 
why  he  urged  those  objections  against  the  Native 
Minister.  That  was  why  he  was  not  able  to  sup- 
port the  Native  Minister  as  his  honorable  friend 
had  done.  They  only  saw  him  as  a  Minister; 
but  he  lived  in  the  same  place  as  he  (Mr.  Taka- 
moana) did.  The  Superintendent  of  Huwke's  Bay 
was  the  Native  Minister's  friend.  Their  thoughts 
were  the  same.  His  land,  himself,  and  his  rela- 
tives were  given  over  to  their  dominion ;  and 
it  was  supposed  that  they  would  act  as  parents 
and  protect  theur  lands.  But  now  they  had  leased 
the  lands  to  some  one  else.  Therefore  he  said  the 
Native  Minister  had  leased  thai  land  wrongfully. 
The  land  was  also  being  destroyed  by  excavations 
and  drwns.  He  did  not  believe  the  statement 
that  the  railwaya  and  all  the  money  came  from 
the  2¥ative  MiniHtiiiri    Jt  tmm  from  the  oolooy. 


He  did  not  ascribe  any  of  the  works  to  him  at  alL 
He  suggested  that  a  day  might  be  set  apart 
when  all  the  documents  against  the  Native 
Minister  might  be  brought  forward.  Letters  had 
been  sent  nom  all  ps^s  of  thu  island  to  Sir 
George  Grey ;  and  there  were  others  inviting  Sir 
George  Grey  to  go  about  among  the  Maoris  when 
the  session  was  over.  They  would  learn  that  a 
great  many  people  in  this  island  were  against  the 
Native  Minister.  The  honorable  Native  member 
from  the  Thames  (Mr.  Nahe)  said  he  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  Native  Minister;  but  had  he  not  got  a 
great  many  letters  from  his  tribe  setting  forth  the 
evil  deeds  of  the  Native  Minister  ?  He  stood  np 
because  he  was  not  going  to  be  intimidated,  and 
he  was  not  going  to  hold  his  tongue.  The  state- 
mente  he  woe  now  making  were  with  reference  to 
the  question  before  them.  If  any  other  objec- 
tions were  brought  forward  against  the  Native 
Minister  on  diuerent  grounds,  ho  would  be 
able  to  speak  to  that  also.  It  was  because  the 
lands  were  mortgaged  that  the  Natives  were  in 
this  distress.  They  were  not  told  that  they 
could  meet  those  mortgages  in  another  way. 
What  the  Native  Minister  told  them  was  that 
they  could  not  be  set  aside.  It  was  proposed 
that  the  question  of  those  mortgages  should  be 
brought  before  the  Commission,  with  the  view  of 
preventing  the  Maoris  from  getting  justice.  The 
Maoris  were  (old  to  go  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  it  was  only  said  to  them  as  intimidation. 
But  the  Europeans  found  thoy  were  wrong  when 
recourse  was  had  to  the  Supreme  Court.  They 
now  had  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  Parliament  for  the 
purpose  of  validating  their  improper  purchases. 
That  was  the  reason  why  he  said  before  that,  if 
they  continued  to  act  in  this  way  towards  the 
Natives,  he  would  have  to  go  to  England.  Tt  was 
through  robbery  that  the  Native  Minister  had 

E lined  his  present  position.  If  he  had  bought  the 
nd  fairly,  he  would  not  have  got  nearly  so  much. 
It  was  through  deceitful  sales  that  he  had  got 
so  much  land.  The  objections  against  those  evil 
deeds  would  not  cease.  The  Natives  would  not 
cease  acting  as  they  were  doing  until  they  were 
one  people,  and  until  they  did  away  with  laws 
the  end  of  which  was  that  their  lands  should 

naway  from  them  for  monev.  He  preferred 
h  to  life.  It  was  not  well  that  thoyshould  go 
on  with  grievances  year  after  year.  Those  who 
were  able  to  frame  laws  had  framed  them  with  a 
view  to  the  destruction  of  their  lands.  He  did 
not  wish  to  speak  about  the  money  part  of  this 
question.  It  was  on  account  of  the  evils  that  had 
been  committed  that  he  had  spoken.  He  thought 
he  had  said  it  would  be  well  to  do  away  with  the 
Assessors.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Middle 
Island  thought  he  referred  to  the  whole  of  the 
Assessors;  but  he  referred  especially  to  the 
Assessors  in  his  own  district.  He  was  not  able  to 
speak  about  the  Assessors  of  the  Ngatiporou,  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  Ormond,  because  they  were 
military  men.  They  were  oaptains  and  miyors, 
and  were  not  appointed  as  Assessors.  The  Ngati- 
porou were  first  employed  as  soldiera.  The  As- 
sessors he  refeiTed  to  were  those  in  his  own  dis- 
trict. The  two  chiels  among  them  who  had  been 
appointed  were  Hapuku  and  Tareha.    Thigr  ware 
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nifferine  under  the  grie?anoe  of  land  being  pur- 
chased bj  the  Natire  Minister.  Henare  Koora 
was  another.  Because  he  objected  to  the  sale  of 
the  SoTeniy-Mile  Bush,  his  services  were  dispensed 
with.  There  was  now  no  Assessor  in  Hawke  s  Bay. 
He  was  in  the  position  of  an  Assessor  to  the  Go- 
vernment if  he  were  paid.  That  was  the  reason 
whj  lie  did  not  speak  on  tho  money  part  of  the 
question.  He  also  took  part  in  fighting  against 
the  Ilauhaus.  He  never  asked  for  any  pay.  He 
only  asked  for  the  expenses  he  had  been  put  to. 
The  Minister  knew  that,  and  so  also  did  Oolonel 
Whitmore.  He  had  never  been  paid  yet  for  his 
food.  The  honorable  member  for  Tinumi  knew 
whether  be  had  received  any  thing  for  his  ser- 
Tioes. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by 
£5,000 ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         18 

Noes         88 


Majority  against ... 


20 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lusk, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  BarfP, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bzyce, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Atbs. 

Bir.  Bees, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 

KOBS. 

Mr.  Pearoe, 
Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 


Tellers, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Bir.  BoUeston. 
Pairs. 
Ibr,  Against, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown,  I  Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Shrimski.  |  Mr.  Bunny. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Mr.  BEES  moved,  That  the  vote  be  reduced 
by  the  sum  of  £400.  He  did  so  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  away  with  the  Waka  Maori,  which 
ought  to  be  self-supporting,  and  would  be  if  it 
were  conducted  eneigetic&y  as  was  the    Wa- 


Mr.  DB  LAXJTOUB  observed  the  nama  of 
Colonel  McDonnell  amongst  the  itenoA.  It 
would  be  remembered  that  tho  name  of  that 
gentleman  figured  unpleasantly  in  connection 
with  the  Tairua  investigation  of  last  year,  and 
he  desired  to  know  whether  he  was  to  be  again 
appointed  in  the  Native  Department  upon  the 
conclusion  of  his  year's  leave  of  absence. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  Colonel  McDonnell 
was  at  present  on  leave  for  twelve  months  on  fiill 
pay,  to  which  he  was  fully  entitled,  on  account  of 
his  services  to  the  colony  in  past  years. 

Mr.  MITBBAY  wished  to  know  whj  two 
Civil  Commissioners  were  to  be  employed  at 
Taranaki. 

Mi^or  ATKINSON  replied  that  Mr.  FsuTJe, 
the  Civil  Commissioner,  was  about  to  retire  from 
the  service,  and  it  was  thought  deeiiable  to 
appoint  a  successor  at  a  less  siUary  fi>r  two  or 
three  months,  in  order  that  he  might  be  initiated 
into  the  work. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by 
£400;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  £ar, 
with  the  following  result  :— 

Ayes         29 

Noes         21 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 


ATSfl. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Bir. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
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Beid, 
Bolleeton, 
Sheehan, 
Stafford, 
Stevens, 
Swanson, 
Takamoana, 
Teschemaker, 
Thomson, 
Tole, 

W.Wood, 
Woolcock. 
Tellers. 
Bums, 


Noes. 
Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Pyke, 

Sir  B.  Douglas,  Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Tawiti, 

Bir.  Kelly,  Mr.  Wason, 

Captain  Kenny,  Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  G.  McLean,  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  Moorhouse,  Tellers. 

Captain  Morris,  Mr.  Carrington, 

Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Gibbs. 

Paibs. 
JFbr.  Against. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown,  I  Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Shrimski.  |  Mr.  Bunny. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Item,  as  reduced  to  £21,982  ISs.  9d.,  agreed  to. 
Native  Schools,  £11,000. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Government  intended  to  increase  this 
▼ote.    ITrom  the  ■tatements  made,  it  appealed 
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deainble  that  the  schools  shonld  he  made  more 
efficient,  and  the.  salaries  of  the  teachers  in- 
creased. They  could  not  expect  men  of  first- 
class  ability  to  conduct  schools  without  paying 
them  well. 

Mr.  BABFF  wished  to  know  why  the  sum  of 
£170  was  put  down  for  Fakowhai  School,  and  a 
similar  sum  for  Omahu  School,  when  both  these 
schools  had  been  dosed  for  about  eighteen 
months. 

Mr.  SHEBHilN  said  that,  although  these 
schools  had  been  closed  temporarily,  the  Com- 
mittee should  not  refuse  to  rote  these  amounts, 
because  this  money  was  not  paid,  and  would  not 
be  paid,  unless  the  schools  were  kept  open.  He 
knew  that  one  chief,  Benata  Kawepo,  had  given 
60,000  acres  of  land  as  an  endowment  for  school 
purposes.  That  endowment  would  become  the 
nucleus  of  a  Ck>llege  for  the  Natire  people  in 
Hawke's  Bay.  They  would  not  be  encouraging 
the  Natiree,  or  setting  them  a  good  eiample,  if 
they  refused  to  pass  those  two  items. 

Major  ATKmSON  said  the  question  put  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  had  been  an- 
swered by  the  honorable  meihber  for  Rodney. 
With  regard  to  the  question  put  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Akaroa,  the  Goremment  were 
fttUy  alire  to  the  necessity  of  getting  more  effi- 
cient masters  for  the  Natiye  s&ools.  They  did 
not  think  it  advisable  to  proceed  too  suddenly 
in  this  matter.  If  during  the  recess  they  found 
it  desirable  to  ask  for  a  Itfger  amount  next  year, 
they  would  do  so. 

Mr.  BEES  said  that  a  great  number  of  the 
masters  were  able  and  efficient  men,  and  he  re- 
gretted that  they  did  not  receiye  more  salary 
than  was  now  paid  to  them. 

Mr.  BABFF  would  like  to  know  what  had 
been  done  with  the  money  Toted  last  year  for  the 
two  schools  referred  to,  if  they  had  been  closed 
since  that  tune. 

Miyor  ATKINSON  said  that  if  the  Tote  had 
not  been  spent,  it  would  remain  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Kelly  thoucht  that  some  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  Na- 
tire  school  at  Taranaki. 

M^or  ATKINSON  said  the  GoTcmment  would 
establish  a  school  there. 

Captain  KENNY  called  attention  to  the  item 
Native  School,  Wairau,  £60.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  this  item ;  but  last  session  he  asked  the 
Native  Minister  to  make  provision  for  a  school 
at  Waikaua.  There  were  a  greater  number  of 
children  in  that  locality  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  province,  and  he  was  surprised  that,  while 
provision  was  made  for  a  school  at  Wairau, 
nothing  had  been  done  to  provide  a  school  at 
Waikaua. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  if  a  school  were 
wanted  at  this  place,  the  Government  would  be 
very  willing  to  establish  one. 

Item,  Native  Schools,  £11,000,  agreed  to. 

Native  Land  Court,  £1,052  19s.  7d. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN  said  he  understood  that  dur- 
ing the  recess  the  Government  intended  to  pre- 
pare an  entirely  new  system  of  dealing  with 
Native  lands.  He  thought  this  vote  ought  to  be 
remoTcd  from  its  present  position  and  placed 


with  the  vote  for  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  There  was  a  suspicion  that 
the  Court  was  under  the  control  of  the  Native 
Department,  and  that  prevented  it  from  being  so 
useful  as  it  might  be.  By  removing  the  vote  as 
he  suggested,  that  suspicion  would  be  removed. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  trusted  the  Government 
would  consider  the  advisableness  of  giving  effect 
to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Christchurch  some  two  or  three  years  ago — 
that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  vote  devoted  to 
land  purchases  should  be  applied  to  giving  free  the 
titles  of  Natives,  and  to  rendering  the  obtaining  of 
a  title  easv.  The  European  purchaser  should  re- 
imburse the  expense  upon  surveys.  He  belie? ed 
that  course  would  tend  greatly  to  make  the  Na- 
tive Land  Court  a  success. 

Muor  ATKINSON  said  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  introduce  a  Native  Lands 
Bill  next  session,  but  the  particular  form  of  the 
Bill  had  not  been  determined  upon.  The  vote  for 
the  Laud  Court  had  been  included  in  the  Native 
estimates  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House ;  but  he  quite  agreed  that,  as  a  judicial 
matter,  it  should  appear  upon  other  estimates. 

Item,  Native  Land  Court,  £1,062  19s.  7d., 
agreed  to. 

*<  Native  Lands  Frauds  Prevention  Act,  1870," 
£460,  agreed  to. 

Wairarapa  6  per  cent.  Land  Purchase  Account, 
£160,  agreed  to. 

ChABS  yn.--TMiLiTiA  Ain>  YoLiTirrBSBS,  Abmbd 

COHBTABULABT,  AKD  DmNOB. 

Militia  and  Yolunteers,  £24,668 12s.  6d. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  did  not  desire  to  say  anything 
disrespectful  of  the  Yolunteers,  but  he  thought  it 
was  time  that  shooting  clubs  should  be  done 
away  with.  He  would  move,  That  the  vote  be  re* 
duced  as  foUows  :--Wellington,  £760 ;  Hutt, 
£364  16s. ;  the  sum  put  down  for  South  Island 
Yolunteers,  £6,223  7s.  6d. ;  prizes  for  rifle  shoot- 
ing, £2,000,  and  passages,  &c.,  of  competitors,  and 
expenses  of  prize-firing.  That  would  make  a  re« 
duction  of  more  than  £10,000.  He  would  also 
propose  that  the  item  "Officer  Commanding 
Yolunteer  Cavah7,  Waikato,  £300,"  be  struck 
out.  That  salary  was  altogether  disproportion- 
ate to  the  value  of  the  services  he  had  rendered. 
There  was  a  cavaliy  instructor  and  also  an  orderly 
derk. 

Mr.  LXJSK  understood  that  the  officer  com- 
manding the  Wellineion  District,  whose  salary 
was  £800  a  year,  had  very  littie,  if  anything,  to 
command.  Ho  would  like  to  know  the  strength 
of  the  Wellington  Yolunteers. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  not  a  veiy 
great  deal  for  the  officer  to  do.  There  were  in 
Wellington  one  or  two  very  efficient  corps  besides 
cadet  corps,  and  the  officer  had  also  to  perform 
the  duties  of  storekeeper.  The  strength  of  the 
Yolunteers  in  Wellington  was  266. 

Mr.  PEABCE  pointed  out  that  the  command 
of  the  officer  was  not  limited  to  Wellington,  for 
there  were  several  corps  under  him.  The  city 
corps  were  at  present  aa  strong  as  they  had  been 
for  many  years,  and  the  Artillery  Corps  was 
stronger  than  it  had  ever  been.    The  time  of  the 
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officer  referred  to  wbs  folly  occupied  '^ith  his 
dBtiee  in  town  and  country.  His  own  opinion 
was  that  the  Yolunteers  should  be  eqoooraged : 
that  was  the  tendency  in  England  now,  and  the 
result  was  Tery  satisfactory.  When  they  liad 
no  permanent  force  but  the  Armed  Constabnlai^, 
it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  stop  volnnteering 
in  the  North  Island. 

Mr.  LUSK  laid  his  eject  was  not  to  stop  yo- 
lunteering  in  the  North  Island,  but  to  preyent 
money  beinff  spent  when  there  was  no  necessity 
for  it.  At  the  Hutt,  which  was  no  great  distance 
from  Wellington,  there  was  also  a  commanding 
officer  at  £300  a  year.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
great  number  of  officers  in  proportion  to  the  men. 

Mr.  PEABOB  said  the  officer  commanding  at 
Wellington  had  under  command  corps  at  Poriroa, 
Pahautanoi,  Makara,  and  Karon.  He  would 
point  out,  with  reference  to  the  statements  as  to 
the  strength  of  the  Wellington  Yolunteers,  that 
although  there  were  now  only  80  men  in  the 
Artillery,  perhaps  some  800  or  400  men  had 
passed  through  its  ranks,  some  twenty  or  ^irty 
leaying  eyery  year  after  being  trained  as  artillery- 
men and  to  the  use  of  the  rile  as  well.  That  was 
the  way  to  look  at  the>  qoestioU)  and  not  merely 
to  consider  the  present  strength  of  the  corps. 

Mr.  SHRIMSEI  would  vote  to  strike  out  the 
TOto  for  the  Wellington  Volunteers ;  and  would 
ask  the  honoraUe  member  for  Brace  merely  to 
reduce  the  Tote  for  the  Middle  Island  to  £1,500, 
so  as  to  keep  up  the  drill  instructors  for  schools, 
as  they  would  be  Tery  useful.  He  quite  agreed 
that  Tolunteeting  generally  was  msMly  a  pastime 
for  some  people. 

Mr.  MURRAY  would  accept  that  amendment. 

Mr.  BURNS  pointed  out  that  if  all  these  items 
were  struck  ouH  there  would  be  no  necessity  for 
two  clerks  in  fcho  Defence  Office,  and  the  rote  for 
tlieir  salaries  might  be  struck  out. 

Sir  R.  DOUaLAa  said  if  the  OoTemment 
would  take  (be  adrice  of  one  who  bad  seen  some 
serrice,  and  had  seen  Yolunteers  under  fire,  it 
might  be  of  some  use.  His  view  was  that  it 
would  be  best  to  train  men  so  as  to  constitute 
what  he  might  call  a  staff  corps,  and  who  should 
be  able  to  use  guns  as  a  naval  or  artillery  oorps. 
Mere  rifle-shooting  oorps  were  at  «&  times  of  very 
little  senrioe.  If  these  Yotee  were  confined  to 
Yolui^een  using  big  guns,  the  money  would  be 
well  spent ;  but  if  it  was  simply  for  men  to  go  into 
Me  practice  without  any  regard  to  efficiency,  it 
would  be  much  better  to  have  a  good  Militia. 
Militia  training  should  commence  in  the  schools ; 
because  if  the  children  were  trained,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  afterwards  in  putting  young  men 
into  their  proper  positions  if  the  country  were 
called  upon  to  defend  itself.  The  greater  part  of 
the  coast  of  New  Zealand  contained  harbours,  and 
if  the  colony  had  to  defend  itself  it  would  be  from 
flying  squadrons.  Any  force  attacking  the  ports 
would  do  so  from  a  distance,  and  rifle  oorps  would 
be  of  Tery  little  arail,  whereas  with  a  good  Artil- 
lery these  Tessels  could  be  kept  at  a  distance. 
Yessels  attacking  any  port  in  the  colony  would 
haTC  to  carry  coal  enough  to  bring  them  here  and 
take  them  away  again,  so  they  would  most  likely 
be  of  the  "Alabama"  dass,  which  could  eaeily 


be  kept  off  by  Artillery.  Tnke  Wellingfcon,  for 
instance :  if  there  were  good  gunners  in  Welling- 
ton, they  could  Teiy  soon  put  their  guns  on  rail- 
way trucks  and  get  them  into  positioii  where 
tliey  could  be  used  most  effectually.  The  town 
might  haTC  to  stand  bombarding  for  a  time,  hut 
that  was  not  so  difficult  to  bear  as  persons  who 
had  not  experienced  it  imagined.  The  Buaeians 
were  the  Power  most  liMr  to  attack  us,  as  he  did 
not  suppose  it  was  probable  America  would  ever 
do  so ;  and  he  knew  Tery  well  from  the  rales  of 
war  that  the  first  ToUey  of  rifles  against  them 
would  cause  results  which  would  make  the  colony 
wish  it  ncTcr  had  any  Yolunteers.  The  wisest 
thing,  if  not  able  to  fight  with  a  prospect  of  sue- 
oess,  would  be  not  to  fight  at  all ;  but  if  you 
must  fight,  fight  with  Artillery.  A  good  deal  of 
the  money  on  these  estimates  was  eridently  in> 
tended  for  prises ;  then  give  it  for  prises,  and  say 
so.  With  reference  to  the  number  of  officen»  he 
beUered  that  if  a  little  more  money  was  spent  on 
good  driU  instruction  it  would  not  be  neoessaiy 
to  haTe  so  many  officers;  for  one  or  two  good 
officers  would  look  after  the  whole  of  the  inefcrue- 
tors. 

Mr.  LUSE  did  not  pretend  to  be  able  to 
grapple  the  question  from  a  professional  point  of 
Tiew ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman  had  omitted 
to  state  that  there  was  a  possibQit^  of  attaok  from 
an  enemy  who  would  not  oome  in  ships.  It  was  in 
resisting  such  an  enemy  that  the  colony  had  seen 
most  of  the  work  done  by  Militia  and  Yohmteeri 
in  New  Zealand.  HaTing  himself  seen  the  pro* 
oesdings  dftring  the  Maori  war  from  1802  tiU  its 
close,  he  wouki  say  tfasit  both  the  Yolonteeis  and 
Militia  of  Auckland  did  reiTgood  serfioe,  as  did 
also  the  corps  belonging  to  Mi^lliogton  and  Tara- 
nakL  It  would  not  be  right  to  lose  sight  of  the 
benefits  which  had  been  oonfeired  upon  the 
colony  by  tho  Yolunteers  and  Biilitia  in  the  past, 
even  though  they  might  hsTc  had  an  inadequate 
amount  of  drill.  It  aa^t  be  well  to  encourage 
Artillery  more  than  was  done,  at  present,  and  to 
do  more  with  the  militia,  although  that  was 
scarcely  possible  under  the  present  law  ;  but  it 
would  be  a  great  mistake  to  do  anything  t^iat 
would  lead  to  the  disbanding  of  the  Yolunteers 
or  Militia.  The  protest  he  liad  made  was  not 
against  the  Yolunteer  corps,  but  agiinst  the  orer- 
officerinff  of  them. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  intended  to  propose  an 
amendment  which  he  thought  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruoe  would  accept.  He  would 
moTe  to  strike  off  £2,066  from  the  North  Island 
estimates,  being  the  amount  for  the  Wellington 
Yolunteers,  and  he  would  strike  off  the  whole  of 
the  Middle  Island  TOte  except  so  much  as  would 
be  sufficient  to  proTide  for  drilling  boTS  in  the 
GK>Temment  schools.  In  Dnnedin,  the  boys  were 
generally  trained  by  the  teachers ;  but  it  would  be 
necessary  to  haTe  drill  instructors  in  the  count  it 
districts.  He  would  moTe  that  £9,684  17s.  6d. 
be  struck  off  that  Tote. 

Mr.  PEAROE  thought  that  the  honorable 
member  scarcely  knew  what  he  was  doing  in  pro- 
posing to  strike  off  the  TOte  for  the  Wellington 
Yolunteers.  Was  he  aware  that  that  depart- 
ment kept  in  order  the  arms  not  only  of  the  dis- 
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trict  tttelf,  bat  aleo  of  a  great  part  of  the  Southern 
Island  P  The  honorable  member  seemed  to  hare 
an  extraordinary  down  upon  the  Tote  for  Welling- 
ton. He  did  not  know  what  Wellington  hi^ 
done  that  its  Tote  should  be  specially  struck  out. 
The  Volunteers  in  Wellington  did  more  duty 
than  the  Volunteers  in  any  other  part  of  the 
odony. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  he  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  Wellington  TOte  because  there  was  no 
need  for  Volunteers  in  Wellington. 

Mr.  FITZROY  thought  the  Volunteers  in  the 
North  Island  might  be  of  some  use  in  the  event 
of  disturbances  with  the  Natives,  and  believed 
that  the  Artillery  Corps  of  Wellington  was 
second  to  none  in  the  colony.  As  regarded  the 
Volunteers  in  the  South,  he  had  not  much  to  eay 
either  fpr  or  against  them.  The  only  time  they- 
were  called  upon  to  do  anything  was  when  there 
was  a  war  in  tne  North;  and  when  a  few  recruits 
were  obtained  from  among  their  ranks,  they  did 
not  give  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  tnem- 
•elves. 

Captain  KENNY  warmly  sympathized  with 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  and  gallant  member 
for  Marsden  when  he  laid  so  much  stress  upon 
the  necessity  for  a  ^ilitia  force  in  this  country. 
But,  as  a  practical  settlor  in  this  colony,  he  knew 
that,  however  desirable  it  might  be  from  a  pro- 
fessional point  of  view  to  have  a  Militia  force,  it 
was  simply  impracticable.  It  was  beyond  their 
reach ;  and  therefore  he  believed  their  duty  was  to 
make  the  Volunteer  force  as  efficient  as  possible. 
Betrenchment  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  he 
would  readily  indorse  any  proposition  to  reduce 
the  expenses  of  this  department.  But  he  hoped 
that  the  Committee  would  leave  it  to  the  Gt>- 
yemment  to  consider  in  what  direction  they 
could  make  reductions  without  impairing  the 
efficiency  of  the  Volunteer  corps,  and  without 
in  any  way  discouraging  the  spirit  which  at 
present  induced  the  youth  of  the  colony  to  take 
to  the  practice  of  armi . 

Captain  MOBRIS  thought  the  whole  system  of 
yolunteering  as  a  defence  against  the  Maoris  was 
clearly  wrong.  What  was  required  was  the 
organization  of  four  or  five  companies  in  the 
North  Island,  which  should  be  composed  only  of 
men  who  had  seen  service  in  the  bush.  These 
men  could  be  obtained  for  about  £12  a  year,  and 
they  should  be  drilled  three  or  four  days  in  every 
quarter.  The  oommanding  officers  need  not  be 
men  of  high  rank,  but  they  should  be  used  to 
bush  work.  Then  there  would  be  an  efficient 
foroe ;  but  to  suppose  that  the  Volunteers  of  the 
South  would  be  of  any  good  for  bush  work  was  a 
great  mistake.  He  would  like  to  sec  the  vote 
for  the  Armed  Constabulary  considerably  re- 
duced. Instead  of  keeping  the  men  about  the 
town,  as  they  were  now,  they  should  be  sent  into 
the  ootnlistriots  to  repair  roads,  which  without 
them  would  never  be  repaired. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  said  that  having  served  in 
New  Zealand  he  knew  the  value  of  the  services  of 
the  Volunteers  in  the  North  Island,  but  they  were 
not  what  were  called  Volunteers  in  that  House. 
The  men  he  saw  under  fire  along  the  West  Coast 
were  as  much  soldiers  as  the  regulars.     They 
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were  very  different  from  those  Volunteers,  who 
should  be  done  away  with,  and  the  sooner  the 
better. 

Maior  ATKINSON  thought  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  make  the  reduction  proposed.  The 
Committee  really  did  not  possess  the  knowledge 
neoessary  to  deal  with  the  subject,  and  he  would 
give  an  assurance  that  the  Government  would 
make  reductions  wherever  possible.  Ho  quite 
agreed  that  the  Armed  Constabulary  force  coiild  be 
reduced,* or  rather,  to  put  it  correctly,  that  there 
were  too  many  officers.  If  the  Constabulary  was 
to  be  kept  down,  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep 
up  the  Volunteer  force  in  the  country  districts 
especially,  and  every  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  the  drilling  of  the  jouth  of  the  colony. 
That  was  a  very  important  element;  and  until 
they  had  been  got  into  a  regular  course  of  drilling, 
it  would  be  unwise  suddenly  to  knock  off  the 
Volunteers.  They  ought  to  do  all  they  could  to 
encourage  the  military  spirit  in  the  population, 
and  not  stamp  it  out  for  the  sake  oi  £2,000  or 
£3,000  a  year.  There  was  one  item  which  the 
Committee  might  fairly  consider,  with  a  view  to 
reduction  if  it  thought  fit,  and  that  was  the  item 
for  prize-firing.  Whether  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  up  that  expenditure  from  year  to  year  was 
a  matter  of  doubt. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  thought  it  would  be  better 
in  many  cases  to  pay  the  drill  instructors  a 
slight  increase,  instead  of  maintaining  a  lot  of 
captains,  majors,  and  colonels. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  he  had  made  up  a  list 
of  items,  the  omission  of  which  would  save 
£11,629.  Amongst  the(«e  items  were  the  sum  of 
£6,223  for  the  Volunteers  in  the  Middle  Island, 
the  whole  of  the  vote  for  Wellington,  £2,0(X)  for 
prizes  for  rifle-shooting,  and  other  sums,  such  as 
passages  of  Volunteers,  &c.  He  found,  however, 
that  seven  months  of  tho  year  had  expired,  and 
he  would  therefore  propose  to  reduce  the  total 
vote  by  £5,000. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  asked  the  name  of  the  gentle- 
man who  appeared  on  the  estimates  as  Ofilcer 
Commanding  (he  Cavalry  in  the  Waikato. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Major  Jackson. 

Captain  KENNY  would  like  the  Premier  to 
state  distinctly  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  adopt  a  stringent  sjrstem  by  which 
the  efficiency  of  the  Volunteer  corps  would  be 
secured  at  less  expense.  An  a99urance  of  that 
kind  would  induce  tho  Committee  to  leave  suffi- 
cient means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government. 
There  were  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Volun- 
teers who  performed  the  duties  of  adjutants,  and 
merely  drew  travelling  allowances.  There  was 
one  such  officer  in  his  own  district,  and  another 
in  Westland ;  and  it  would  be  a  pity  to  destroy 
the  efficiency  of  the  Volunteers  by  dispensing 
with  the  services  of  those  officers. 

Mr.  HENRY  hoped  the  vote  for  the  Middle 
Island  Volunteers  would  be  struck  offj  and  that 
the  Volunteer  corps  of  Hawke's  Buy,  Taranaki, 
and  Auckland  would  alone  be  continued. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  could  not  understand  why 
the  Volunteers  should  be  maintained  in  one  part 
of  the  colony  and  not  in  another.  If  the  Volun- 
teer system  should  not  be  continued,  let  them 
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abolish  it.  They  should  educate  the  youth  of 
the  colony  to  become  soldiers,  and  foster  a  mili- 
tary spirit  in  the  schools  of  the  colony.  He 
would  like  to  have  some  indication  of  the  amount 
of  reduction  which  the  Government  thought 
might  safely  be  made,  and  the  limit  within  which 
the  department  might  be  modified  and  re-ar- 
ranged. The  department  should  be  considered 
as  a  national  department.  He  would  be  in  farour 
of  a  considerable  reduction,  with  the  view  of  re- 
constructing and  reorganizing  the  department. 

Mr.  MONTaOMKRY  did  not  thmk  it  would 
be  prudent  to  reduce  the  Yolunteer  force  in  the 
IVorth  Island.  They  should  keep  up  what  might 
be  called  a  warlike  spirit  among  the  people  in  the 
Korth  Island.  He  would  more,  That  the  it«m 
of  "  Storekeeper,  Wellington,"  be  reduced  by  £50. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  would  like  to  know  if  the 
Goyernment  were  inclined  to  turn  the  Volunteers 
into  corps  of  Artillery  and  Naral  Volunteers. 
The  expense  of  training  these  corps  in  gunnery 
practice  would  not  be  much.  If  the  Government 
aid  not  intend  to  do  so,  he  would  rote  against 
the  continuance  of  the  Volunteers. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  GoTcmment  would 
not  be  prepared  to  do  so.  They  thought  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  adopt  that  course.  With  regard 
to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member 
for  Ficton,  the  gentleman  referred  to  had  done  a 
good  deal  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Volun- 
teers in  that  part  of  the  country.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Avon,  he  might  state  that  he  had  taken  up  these 
estimates  in  the  absence  of  the  Native  Minister, 
and  was  not  prepared  to  go  fully  into  the  matter 
without  having  first  duly  considered  it.  If  it 
would  meet  the  views  of  the  Committee,  he  should 
be  prepared  to  reduce  the  total  vote  by  £4,000, 
the  matter  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Goyern- 
ment. 

Mr.  BRANDON  thought  that  a  saving  of 
£8,500  might  be  effected  in  the  Miscellaneous 
items.  He  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  keeping 
up  the  system  of  nving  prizes. 

Mr.  SWANSON  did  not  approve  of  having 
merely  Artillery  and  Naval  corps,  as  in  that  case 
the  volunteering  would  be  confined  to  the  sea- 
ports. He  advocated  continuing  the  prize-firing, 
as  it  was  an  incentive  to  Volunteers.  If  it  were 
done  away  with,  the  whole  system  of  volun- 
teering would  break  down. 

Mr.  WASON  wished  to  know  why  different 
salaries  were  paid  to  the  commanding  officers. 
He  thought  therd  should  be  a  certain  amount  of 
uniformity  in  these  salaries. 

Mr.  LUSK  said  the  person  who  would  receive 
the  vote  of  £800  as  Officer  Commanding  the 
Waikato  Cavalry  had  lately  been  a  member  of 
the  House.  The  appointment,  which  was  a  new 
one,  was  not  necessary ;  but,  if  it  were,  there  was 
a  much  more  competent  officer  in  the  district, 
who  should  receive  the  appointment  if  any  one 
did.       

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  appeal  to  the  instincts 
of  the  Premier  not  to  let  a  job  like  this  pass. 
Tliere  were  only  150  Cavalry  Volunteers  in  Wai- 
kato, and  there  were  already  the  following  paid 
officers: — Officer   Commanding   District^    £100, 


(also  Armed  ConBtabulaxy,  £800)  ;  Cavalry  In- 
structor, £45  12a  6d.  (also  Seraeant-MAJor 
Armed  Constabulary,  at  96.  per  oiem) ;  and 
Orderly  Clerk,  £18  68.  (aliK>  Sergeant  Armed 
Constabulary,  at  7s.  per  diem).  He  thought  tlia 
House  would  not  lend  itself  to  the  practice  ef 
appointing  persons  who  had  lately  been  members 
of  it  to  positions  of  emolument  or  profit. 

Mr.  FISUBR  thought  it  would  be  well  to 
strike  out  the  whole  vote  for  Volunteers,  and  re- 
oreanizo  the  system. 

Mr.  JOYCE  would  be  very  soiry  to  see  any 
undue  reduction  in  the  vote  for  Volunteers  In 
the  South  Island.  He  had  always  believed  the 
Volunteer  system  to  be  a  sham,  and  was  in 
favour  of  a  Militia ;  but  by  drilling  the  Volun- 
teers, they  were  murine  them  trained  men,  and 
were  thus  preparing  tnem  for  service  in  the 
Militia. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  hoped  the  Government 
would  give  an  assurance  that  they  would  go  into 
the  whole  department  carefully,  and  not  make 
the  reduction  exclusively  or  mainly  from  the 
vote  for  prize-firing.  He  thought  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Fort  Chalmexa 
might  be  accepted,  to  reduce  the  vote  by  a  lump 
sum.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  see 
their  way  to  foster  the  Cad^t  corps,  and  keep 
up  a  militaiT  spirit  in  the  youth  of  Uie  country. 

Mi^or  ATKINSON  was  sure  honorable  mem- 
bers would  do  an  injustice  and  fiEul  in  their 
object  if  they  attempted  to  reduce  the  vote  item 
by  item.  The  first  item  which  was  selected  for 
reduction  showed  this,  because  there  were  other 
items  before  it  which  could  just  as  well  be  struck 
off.  If  the  vote  for  the  Armourer  in  Wellington 
were  struck  off,  the  Government  would  iSmo- 
lutely  be  obliged  lo  put  it  on  again.  Theze 
were  4,000  stand  of  arms  in  the  Wellington 
store  now,  and  there  must  be  somebody  to  take 
care  of  them.  The  only  large  item  that  could  be 
struck  off  this  year  was  that  for  price-firijig, 
because  seven  months  of  the  Volunteer  year  had 
already  passed,  and  the  men  who  would  have  to 
be  dismissed  must  receive  three  months'  notice. 
He  had  gone  to  the  utmost  extent  when  he  said 
the  Government  would  asree  to  take  off  the 
£8,000  for  prize-firing,  and  to  reduce  the  other 
items  by  £1,000. 

Mr.  liARNACH  wanted  to  know  if  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  understand  that  the  Government 
would  disregard  a  vote  of  the  Committee. 

Major  ATKINSON  had  said  nothing  of  the 
kind.  The  Gk>vernment  were  responsible  for  the 
safe  custody  of  4^000  stand  of  arms  in  Welling- 
ton, and  must  provide  for  that  safe  custody,  or 
the  House  would  very  soon  find  fi&ult  with  them. 

Mr.  WASON  said  the  question  now  was  not 
with  regard  to  the  Armourer  at  Wellington,  but 
in  regard  to  reducing  the  salary  of  the  Store- 
keeper, who  was  also  Commanding  Ofilcer,  by  £60. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  if  the  Committee 
went  throueh  the  estimates  item  by  item,  he 
would  be  csSied  upon  suddenly  to  declare  whether 
this  or  that  man  could  or  could  not  be  disj^ensed 
with,  although  this  department  was  not  m  his 
charge,  and  he  misht  unconsciously  be  doing  a 
great  injustice.    The  Committee  should  throw 
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the  responribiUtjr  on  the  Gk)Temment,  bj  reduo- 
ing  the  whole  rote  bj  a  lump  Bum,  and  learing 
it  to  the  Gbrernment  to  saj  where  redactions 
Should  be  made, 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  thought  the  Committee  would 
■olte  the  difflcultj  best  bj  aooepting  the  proposal 
of  the  Goreniment.  and  reaucing  the  whole 
amount  br  £'l,O0a  If  thej  went  item  bj  item, 
ihej  could  only  strike  off  £2,070,  because,  as  had 
been  Tainted  out,  seren  months  of  the  Volunteer 
jear  had  alreadj  elapsed,  and  the  persons  dis* 
missed  must  have  three  months'  notice. 

Mr.  RBYNOIiDS  thought,  if  the  Qovemment 
would  giro  an  assurance  that,  in  striking  off 
£4,000,  it  was  their  intention  to  do  away  with 
the  rotes  for  the  Middle  Island  and  Wellington, 
the  Committee  might  agree  to  the  proposition. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  not  affree  to  strike 
off  eHher  the  Wellington  rote  or  the  whole  TOte 
for  the  Middle  Island. 

Mr.  PEARCB  said  it  waa  to  be  regretted  that 
the  Defence  Minister  waa  not  present ;  still,  the 
Premier  should  bare  spoken  out,  and  said  what 
Goremment  reaHj  meant  If  thej  did  not  want 
Tolunteers,  let  them  say  so,  and  the  Yolunteers 
would  soon  disappear.  A  considerable  reduotion 
was  made  in  the  Volunteer  estimates  last  year, 
and  now  it  was  proposed  to  take  off  another 
£4,000.  He  understood  the  intention  was  to  take 
away  the  prises,  the  commanding  oflicers,  the 
armourers,  and  other  items ;  th^  might  just  as 
well  do  away  with  the  Tolunteers  altogether.  If 
the  €K>Temment  had  brought  down  these  eett- 
mates  reduced  as  far  n  they  ooold,  they  should 
abide  by  them. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber was  treating  him  rather  nnftiirly.  He  had 
said  the  Gbremment  wished  to  eneouraee  the 
Yohmteers,  and  ther  could  still  do  that,  although 
they  might  reduce  the  amount  of  these  estimates. 
He  did  not  beHere  that  yearly  prise-firing  was 
ao  essential  to  keeping  up  the  emcienqy  of  the 
Yolunteers  as  the  faonoraue  gentleman  appeared 
to  think,  and,  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances, 
it  could  Tery  well  be  dispensed  with  this  year. 
He  said  also,  distinctly,  that  scTeral  eommanding 
ofloers  could  be  done  away  with,  and  still  the 
Ibrce  be  made  more  eiBcient  than  it  was  now. 

Mr.  BEBS  thought  some  commanding  ofBoers 
eould  be  done  away  with;  but  he  doubted 
whether  doing  away  withprize-llring  would  tend 
to  the  ei&eienoy  of  the  Yolunteers.  Hia  e§prii 
de  eorp$  must  be  maintained,  and  nothing  did 
that  so  well  as  the  hope  of  winning  prixes,  of 
▼isiting  other  places,  and  meeting  ^er  YMnn- 


Mr.  STAFFORD  said  that  for  many  years 
he  had  seen  diacussions  upon  those  itema,  but  he 
had  nerer  seen  any  satisfactory  resi^.  He 
limost  thought,  looking  at  the  position  the 
Yolunteers  had  got  to  in  the  Middle  Island,  that 
with  the  exception  of  the  Arttllexy  corps,  which 
otight  to  be  encouraged,  they  were  a  useless 
expense  and  a  great  sham.  He  thought  that  at 
file  principal  harbours  there  ought  to  be  eren 
'more  encouragement  than  had  yet  been  giren  to 
{he  promotion  of  Artillery  corps,  who  should  be 
CTuiad  out  regulaify  tor  praotioe  tfn  fixad  daya, 


with  a  fiiir  remuneration  for  each  day's  attend- 
ance. He  also  agreed  that  encouragement  should 
be  giren  for  drilling  cadets  in  schools.  He 
thought  the  proper  course  for  the  Committee  to 
take  would  be  to  signify  their  desire  to  see  the 
total  Tote  for  Yolunteers  largely  reduced,  and 
leave  to  the  GK)Ternment  the  responsibility  of 
saying  how  that  could  be  most  thorouglily 
carried  out.  He  was  prepared  to  support  a 
reduction  of  the  estimate  for  the  Middle  Island, 
and  also  of  the  total  estimate,  but  he  objected 
altogether  to  picking  out  particular  Warns. 

Mr.  LARNACH  thought  that  tlioy  would  be 
assisting  the  Ghoremment  if  they  resolved  to 
reduce  the  amount  by  a  lump  sum.  After 
looking  oyer  the  items,  he  believod  the  amount 
could  be  reduced  by  £10,000.  He  would  more 
that  the  total  rote  be  reduced  by  £6,668  12s.  QA. 

M«or  ATKINSON  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  consider  before  they  made  such  a  large 
reduction,  as  it  would  necessitate  the  immediate 
dismissal  of  a  large  number  of  men. 

Mr.  WASON  mored.  That  the  item,  "  Auck- 
land— Storekeeper,  £300,"  be  reduced  by  £150. 

Mr.  Wason's  motion  negatired. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  item  'Storekeeper, 
Wellington,' be  reduced  by  £50 ;"  upon  which  a 
dinsion  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— ^ 


Ayes         

•••         •••         17 

Noes         

21 

Majority  against ... 

»••           .*•             w 

Ana. 

Mr.  Be  Lantoar, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Bhninni, 

Mr.  6^ibbs, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Lusk, 

TMert, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  BeynOlds. 

Ko 

^ 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  BoUeaton, 

Major  AtkinaM, 

l£r.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  StAiTord, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Wason, 

l£r.  a.  McLean, 

Mr.  WhiUker, 

Mr.  Moorhonae, 

Mr.  Wooloook, 

Mr.  Naha, 

TeUtM. 

Mr.  Pea«oa» 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  RiehsMlaon, 

Bir.  Pyke. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatiTtd. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEEY  said  tliat  to  aMish  tite 
prize-firing  would  be  injudicious,  but  there  would 
still  be  little  difficulty  in  reducing  tha  total  Tote 
by  £5,000.  He  hoped  the  Premier  would  give 
a  distinct  expression  of  opinion  that  the  cost  of 
the  Yohmteers  in  the  Middle  Island  would  be 
oonsiderably  reduced,  if  they  could  not  be  alto- 
gether abolished.  They  were,  for  all  pnrpoaea  of 
defence,  a  oompleie  akUL 
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Major  ATKINSON  said  that  to  abolish  the 
Middle  Island  Volunteers  altogether  would  be  to 
discharge  a  large  number  of  drill  instructors  at 
a  moment's  notice,  and  he  understood  it  to  be  the 
wish  of  the  Committee  that  that  should  not  be 
done.  £1,000  was  the  furthest  limit  of  the  re- 
ductions that  could  be  made,  unless  the  House 
decided  that  the  prize-firing  should  be  abolished. 
His  own  opinion  was  that  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  have  shooting  competitions  in  alternate  years. 
With 'a  view  to  test  tne  feeling  of  the  Committee, 
he  would  propose  that  the  total  vote  be  reduced 
bj  £'4,000.  That  would,  of  course,  include  the 
£1,000  which  he  could  reduce,  and  the  £3,000  for 
prize-firing. 

Mr.  BBYNOLDS  would  oppose  any  reduction 
being  made,  if  the  Volunteer  force  was  to  be  kept 
tip  in  Wellington,  where  it  was  as  unnecessary  as 
it  was  in  Duncdin. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  objected  to  the  item,  "  Officer 
Commanding,  Wellington,  £300,"  as  it  was  alto- 
gether unnecessary.  He  would  like  the  Premier 
to  say  that  that  would  be  one  of  the  reductions 
that  would  be  made. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  GoTemment  would 
be  wUling  to  accept  a  reduction  of  £8,000  in 
the  vote  for  prize-firing,  and  would  make  a  further 
reduction  of  £1,000  in  the  salaries  of  command- 
ing officers. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  mored,  That  the  Tote  be  re- 
duced by  £3,000. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Tote  be  reduced  by 
£3,000 ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         10 

Noes         26 


16 


Majority  against ... 

] 

Aym. 

Mr.  Fiteroy, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Lamaoh, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Shrimski. 

No 

BS. 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Rees, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Mr.  De  Lautonr, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Sterens, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Wooloook. 

Mr.  Murray, 

Tellera, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  Fearce, 

Mr.  Fyke. 

Pai 

^8. 

For. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Sir  R.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  CarringtoD, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Wakefield. 

Mr.KeUj» 

The  amendment  was  eonieqnently  negntived. 

Mr.  SWANSON  moved.  That  ^  vote  be  re- 
duced by  £1,000. 

Mai'or  ATKINSON  said  that  the  GoTemmeok 
would  agree  to  reduce  the  vote  by  £1,000. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  ho|K)d  the  Frender  would 
indicate  bow  the  reduction  of  £1,000  would  be 
effected.  He  would  not  be  disposed  to  strike  off 
a  penny  from  the  Volunteers  in  the  Middle  IsUuid. 
If  they  were  to  play  at  soldiers  in  the  Koith 
Island,  he  did  not  see  whv  they  should  not  play 
at  soldiers  in  the  South  Island. 

M«or  ATKINSON  understood  that  the  rote 
would  indicate  a  reduction  both  in  the  North  and 
South,  wherever  it  could  be  made  without  spofl- 
ingthe  efficiency  of  the  service. 

Vote  reduced  by  £1,000. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  moved,  That  the  vote  be 
further  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £20.  He  propoeed 
that,  to  give  the  Committee  an  opportuni^  to 
indicate  whether  the  item  for  the  Officer  Com- 
manding the  Cavalry  in  Waikato,  £300,  should 
be  struck  out. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  take  the  vote  upon 
this  proposition  as  indicating  the  wish  of  the 
Committee  with  respect  to  the  item  for  the  Officer 
Commanding  the  Cavalry  in  Waikato,  as  far  as  it 
was  unexpended. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  said  there  was  nothing 
before  the  Committee  as  to  the  qualification  of 
the  officer,  or  the  necessity  for  such  an  appoint* 
ment,  or  the  reverse.  It  might  be  that  tiiia 
officer's  services  would  be  worth  more  than  £300 
a  ^ear.  He  objected  to  the  reduction  being  made 
without  further  evidence. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  this  was  a  new  ofiloe, 
and  was  not  a  question  of  reduction  at  all.  ^le 
officer  did  not  appear  on  the  estimates  last  year. 

Major  ATKINSON  hoped  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  not  refuse  to  carry  this  item.  He  wae 
informed  that  the  Defence  Minister  took  great 
pains  to  ascertain  how  an  efficient  Volunteer 
Cavaliy  Corps  could  be  got  up  in  the  Waikato, 
and  he  selected  this  gentleman,  who  was  well 
known  to  the  members  of  the  Committee,  and  in 
whom  the  settlers  of  the  district  had  great  con- 
fidence, the  object  being  to  reduce  the  Armed 
Constabulary  and  yet  have  the  Waikato  in  • 
satisfactory  state. 

Mr.  GIBBS  would  vote  affainst  the  proposed 
reduction,  because  he  thought  the  Gh>iemment 
knew  much  more  of  the  necessity  for  such  an 
officer  than  any  other  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee could.  He  would,  however,  like  to  see  the 
Volunteers  in  the  Middle  Island  done  away  with^ 
because  volunteering  there  was  a  mere  sham. 

Mr.  REES  hoped  the  Committee  would  sup- 
port the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
ttodney.  The  gentleman  who  had  been  appointed 
captain  of  this  troop  of  cavalry  had  alwavs  sup* 
ported  the  Government  in  the  House,  and  it  was 
wrong  that  such  an  appointment  should  be  made. 
A  brother  of  the  same  gentleman  had  been  mad^ 
Resident  Magistrate  in  the  district. 

Mr.  REYM  OLDS  thought  it  was  very  wrong  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  foist  this  gentle* 
man  on  the  colony  with  a  salary  of  £300  a  year* 
^e  was  a  member  of  (be  Hopse  Ust  session,  Mid 
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contiBtentlj  supported  the  Gbrernment.  He 
might  at  anT  time  throw  up  this  appointment, 
oome  into  Parliament  again,  and  then  retire 
when  he  j^eased  upon  this  appointment. 

Mr.  KUBBAY  would  like  to  know  why  the 
Goremment  made  such  a  distinction  between  the 
salaries  of  Captain  Jackson  and  Captain  Bun- 
ciman.  The  latter  officer  had  been  longer  in  the 
■errice,  was  very  much  respected,  and  yet  he  got 
a  smaller  salary. 

Motion  for  the  reduction  of  the  salary  by  £20 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  mored.  That  the  rote 
be  further  reduced  by  £20.  He  intended  this 
reduction  to  intimate  the  wish  of  the  Committee 
that  the  rote  of  the  Wellington  Yolunteers,  and 
for  the  Yolunteers  in  the  Middle  Island,  should 
be  reduced  as  far  as  possible  at  present,  and  that 
afUr  April  next  no  further  engagements  be  made. 

Question  put,  ''  That  the  vote  be  reduced  bv 
£20  ;'*  upon  which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         18 

Noes         19 


Majority  against . 


Atxb. 

Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Wooloook. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Bees. 

Non. 

Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
l£r.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

T9Uer$, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


Mr.  De  Lantour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lsniach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
M[r.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Pearce, 
The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
Item  as  reduced,  £23,583  12s.  6d.,  agreed  to. 
Armed  ConsUbulaiy,  £70,056  17s.  6d.,  agreed 
to. 

Contingent  Defence  and  Liabilities,  £10,000. 
Mr.  AJnDBEW  would  like  to  know  why  tlus 
item  appeared  in  this  year's  estimates  and  did 
not  appear  in  last  year's. 

Major  ATKINSOK  said  that,  although  he  was 
in  doubt  for  a  moment,  the  rote  was  dear 
enough.  It  was  for  UabiUties  and  for  Contingent 
Pefenoe. 

Item,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BEES  moved,  That  the  Chairman  report 


progress. 
Qnestic 


Ayes         

Noes 

Minority  against... 


14 
23 


Atbs. 


Inestion  put,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  leare 
the  chair;"  upon  which  a  diTision  was  osUed 
for,  with  the  following  result ; — 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Captain  Benny, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Pearce, 
The  motion  was  < 


Class  YDI.— Pttbuo  Dokaivb  ajtd  BniLDnres. 

Gk>Temment  Domains,  £1,241  4s. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  mored  that  the  rote  be  reduced 
by  £291  4s. 

Amendment  negatired. 

Item,  GoTcmment  Domains,  £1,241  4s.,  agreed 
to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leaTS  giren  ,to  sit 
again. 

The  House  ad|joumed  at  half-past  three 
o'dook  a.m. 


Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

TeUert. 

Mr.Boes, 

Mr.  Sheehan. 

NOBB. 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Sterens, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Woolcook. 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Pyke. 

consequently  negatired. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wedneedc^,  \%ih  October.  1876. 


Saoond  BeadingB— SUtot  Otm— Ellesmere  and  Fonjtii 
BeolAuiAtion  Bill— CMtlepoint  Hsrboar  Board  Bifi^ 
Waaguai  Harbour  Board  Bill  —  Foxton  Harboor 
Board  Bill- 


Bill. 


L  Bill— Coa&tifla  BiU— EiTerton  Harbour  Board 


The  Hon.  the  Spbaxbs  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbitxbs. 

SECOND  BEADINGS. 

The  Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Thames 
Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Waitara  Harbour  Board 
Bill. 

SILYEB  OBES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  in  moring  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  thought  it 
important  that  erery  publicity  should  be  giren  to 
the  analysis  of  ores  such  as  those  of  silrer.  The 
working  of  ores  so  raluable  as  those  of  silrer,  or  at 
least  which  were  so  raluable  until  the  recent  d^ 
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preciation  had  taken  place,  was  generallj  taken 
in  hand  by  companies ;  and  as  the  GoTemiuent 
maintained  a  Uboratory  there  for  the  inyestiga- 
tion  of  all  these  things,  he  thought  it  was  well 
that  the  public,  which  bore  the  cost  of  the  labora- 
tory, should  be  placed  earlj  in  the  possession  of 
the  results  of  any  analysis  made,  in  order  that 
they  might  not  be  led  awar  by  the  too  sangnine 
views  of  tiie  promoters  of  companies.  He  was 
well  aware  that  yery  varying  results  had  been 
obtained  by  chemists  in  different  plaoes  from 
analyses  of  what  were  reported  to  be  the  same 
ores  from  a  certain  silver  mine.  It  most  be 
borne  in  mind  that  an  analysis  praformed  here, 
or  anywhere  else,  was  simply  an  analysis  of  a 
specimen,  and  that  specimen  might  or  might  not 
represent  a  &ir  average  of  the  lode  from  which  it 
was  taken.  In  the  Ck>lonial  Laboratory,  as  he 
knew  from  his  own  observation,  every  care  was 
taken  that  the  analysis  should  be  of  a  fair  average 
specimen ;  and  the  greatest  care  was  also  taken 
in  analyses  that  the  results  should  be  examined 
and  re-examined,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
as  accurate  as  possible.  Therefore  he  liad  no 
doubt  whatever  that  these  analyses  then  laid  on 
the  table  would  be  found  to  be  thoroughly  trust- 
worthy, as  far  as  they  went.  It  shoiud  be  also 
borne  in  mind  that  all  analyses  of  ores — no  matter 
how  large  a  quantity  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  analyst  —  were  necessarily  made  from  a 
Tery  small  portion  of  that  quantity.  That 
small  portion  was  taken  in  such  a  manner 
that  wnile  the  crushed  ore  was  passing  through 
the  crushing  apparatus,  a  certain  quantity  of 
it  was  taken  impartially,  and  that  was  always 
held  to  represent  the  arerage  of  all.  It  did 
not  matter,  so  long  as  the  specimen  was  an  ave- 
nge, whether  it  consisted  m  a  ton  or  a  pound 
wei|dit.  He  was  sorry  that  the  different  results 
of  rae  analyses  of  these  ores  had  eautod  a  oon- 
siderable  amount  of  newspaper  abuse  to  be  la- 
vished on  the  officers  of  the  Colonial  Laboratory, 
and  he  vras  sure  never  was  abuse  so  thoroughly 
undeserved.  In  a  quiet,  unostentatious  way, 
that  deiMfftnient  did  honest,  efficient  work  for  the 
good  of  Uie  colony.  They  also  did  work  of  far 
greater  importance  than  the  analysis  of  silver 
ore  or  the  gold-bearing  properties  of  quarts.  As 
the  Oolonial  Seoretary  must  be  perfectly  aware,, 
analyses  in  oases  of  suspected  poison  were  in- 
trusted with  the  greatest  oonfidence  to  the  Oolo- 
nial Laboratory,  and  no  doubt  was  ever  enter- 
tained as  to  the  remits.  It  was  within  his  own 
knowledge  that  the  results  arrived  at  in  the 
Laboratory,  and  the  discoveries  made  by  the  chief 
operator — Mr.  Skey — ^had  been  of  sufficient  im- 

e^rtance  to  alter  the  views  of  leading  chemists  at 
ome,  and  leading  metallurgists ;  and  they  were 
always  regarded  with  the  greatest  confidence  by 
Dr.  rercy  and  many  other  men.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  honorable  members.would  at  once  divest 
their  minds  of  any  prqudioe  created  by  news- 
paper reports  respecting  the  competency  of  that 
department.  He  did  not  believe  that  there  was 
a  more  competent  department  under  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
iiiere  be  laid  upon  the  table  copies  of  all  analysea 


of  silver  ores  made  at  the  Colonial  Laboratory 
since  its  institution." — {Ron.  Mr.  Mantell.) 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  had  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  lir.  Mantell, 
and  in  doing  so  he  might  say  that  he  fully  recog- 
nized, with  that  honorable  gentleman,  the  very 
great  value  of  the  Laboratory  to  the  colony,  and 
particularly  to  the  mining  districts.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  discrepancies  that  appeared  to  exist 
between  the  analyses  of  what  was  supposed 
to  be  the  same  ore,  he  might  say — as  haa  been 
truly  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell— that 
the  quantities  which  had  been  analyzed  in  the 
laboratorv  here  were  very  inconsii&rable,  and 
that  might  to  some  extent  account  for  the  very 
considerable  differences  between  the  analyses 
made  here  and  elsewhere.  The  quantity  sent 
here  for  analysis  was  perhaps  about  a  couple  of 
pounds  weight,  whereas  the  samples  sent  to  other 
places  amounted  to  something  like  6  cwL  It 
was  quite  possible  that  the  anuvsis  in  one  case 
was  as  correct  as  in  the  other,  and  that  the  discre- 
pancy might  possibly  have  arisen  from  the  differ- 
ence of  the  ores  submitted.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  honorable  gentleman  would  have  any 
objection  to  lay  all  the  analyses  of  these  ores  on 
the  table  of  the  Council,  so  that  those  interested 
in  what  promised  to  be  an  important  enterprise 
might  not  be  placed  in  a  worse  position  by  vHiat 
might  be  termed  the  more  unfavourable  analyses 
only  being  submitted  to  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  asked  if  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  in  possession  of  an  authenti- 
cated copy  of  the  other  analyses. 

•  The  Men.  Mr.  BONAB  had  no  oopy  in  his 
possession,  btxft  he  thought  an  exact  copy  of  the 
analysis  made  by  Mr.  Kirkland  was  sent  down 
from  Melbourne  and  forwarded  to  the  Colonial 
Museum.  .He  did  not  know  whether  it  waa 
properlj  certified  or  attested;  but  he  appxe- 
hendea  there  was  very  little  doubt  i^ut  its 
beinggenuine. 

•  The  Hon.  Br.  POLLEN  thought  the  Oonneil 
was  indebted  to  the  honorable  gentiieman  for  sug- 
gesting that  tliis  information  should  be  put  into 
such  a  shape  that  it  might  be  communicated  to 
the  public  generally.  He  thought  the  institution 
referred  to  nardly  required  defence  in  that  place ; 
but  if  an  opinion  was  needed  as  to  its  usefulness 
and  the  services  it  had  rendered  to  the  colony, 
there  was  no  one  who,  from  the  active  interest  he 
took  ill  the  institution,  could  speaik  with  more 
authority  than  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell.  Ail  he 
need  sav  was  that  all  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  htfl 
stated  in  reference  to  this  institution  had  the 
complete  concurrence  of  himself  and  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  he  was  a  member. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought  it  would 
be  of  itdvantage  that  the  analysis  of  which  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  s^ke  should  be  laid  on  the  table 
upon  another  motion.  He  had  never  himsctf 
seen  an  authenticated  oopv  of  that  analvsis,  nor 
did  he  know  where  it  oonJd  be  obtained.  That 
there  was  some  mistake  about  the  analysis  he  had 
but  very  little  doubt.  The  result  of  735  ounces 
to  the  ton  of  galena  was  one  perfectly  unprece- 
dented. Se  feiured  that  the  result  of  tliiO;  analysis 
had  not  been  oommimioated  in  a  shape  whioh 
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ETe  a  oomefe  impreaaion  of  what  retulU  Mr. 
irklaad  might  hare  arrired  at.  Mr.  KirUand 
might  hare  bad  one  finom  which  he  obtained  786 
ounoee  to  the  ton  s  but  in  that  oase  the  ore  could 
not  have  been  galena.  There  might  hare  been 
aulphidei  of  silver  or  black  sulphidea,  but  he  did 
not  tliink  that  that  would  have  escaped  an  able 
analyst  like  Mr.  Kirkland.  All  he  wanted  the 
Council  and  the  public  to  understand  was,  that 
they  might  hare  full  confidence  in  the  analyses 
conducted  by  the  Colonial  laboratory  of  the 
specimens  they  reoeiyed.  Those  specimens  were 
not  collected  with  carelessness.  The  first  sped- 
xnen  from  this  lode  was  analyzed  as  far  as  back 
as  1869,  and  on  that  occasion  yielded  eight  ounces 
to  the  ton.  The  first  specimen  from  the  later 
dlsooYeiy  was  brought  by  the  Assistant  Geologist 
from  the  place  itself.  Aner  the  analysis  was  com- 
pleted, rumours  of  far  larger  results  arriyed  at  by 
the  Melbourne  authorities  reached  here,  and  he 
communicated  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  asking 
him  to  send  some  thoroughly  genuine  specimens, 
exactly  identical  with  those  sent  to  Melbourne. 
From  the  honorable  gentleman  specimens  were 
reoeired  which  were  analyzed  with  the  same  re- 
sults. Since  then  he  thought  they  had  reoeiyed 
other  specimens,  but  unfortunately  the  anidyses 
always  yielded  the  same  results.  So  far  m>m 
haying  any  obpeotion  to  the  analysis  of  Mr.  Kirk- 
land being  laid  on  the  table,  he  would  be  yery 
glad  to  see  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  said  he  would  endca- 
Tonr  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  analysis.^ 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ELLBSMBBB  AND  FORSYTH  BECLAMA- 
TION  BILL. 
*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  aaid  he  truatMl  honorable 
membera  would  obaerye  that,  although  thia  Bill 
reached  the  Council  at  the  same  time  as  a  num- 
ber of  Bills  relating  to  Harbour  Boards,  it  did 
not  propose  to  constitute  a  Harbour  Trust.  The 
tract  of  country  with  which  this  Bill  proposed  to 
deal  was  on  the  southern  side  of  Banks  Penin- 
sula and  alao  Lake  EUeamere,  situated  at  the 
janction  of  Banks  Peninsula  with  the  Canterbury 
Plains.  Thia  portion  of  Banka  Peninaula  was 
divided  into  two  road  districts,  the  Little  Biver 
Boad  District  and  the  Akaroa  and  Wainui  Boad 
District,  and  it  alao  comprised  the  Borough  of 
Akaroa.  Thoae  diatricta  contained  84,000  acres 
of  unaold  land,  and  they  conaiated,  as  honorable 
members  who  knew  Banks  Peninsula  would  be 
aware,  almost  entirely  of  hill  country.  There 
were  valleys  in  it,  oi  which  one  was  large  and 
important.  The  bulk  of  the  land — in  fact  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  unsold  land~ consisted  of  hills 
and  chiefiy  of  mountain  tops.  The  Bill  also  pro- 
posed to  deal  with  two  lakes.  The  largest— £1- 
lesmere — comprised  no  less  than  70,000  acres. 
It  was  very  shallow,  was  shut  off  from  the  sea 
by  a  boulder-bank  formed  by  travelling  sliingle 
from  the  Ninety-Mile  Beach,  and  its  outlet  was 
often  closed.  When  tlie  lake  had  been  closed  for 
a  considerable  time,  the  waters  in  it  accumulated 
to  such  an  extent  that  at  last,  with  very  little 
assistance^  they  forced  their  way  through  the 


boulder-bank,  and  deaied  out  a  deep  channel. 
The  lake  was  then  reduced  to  a  low  level,  and 
there  waa  uncovered  a  large  quantity  of  valuable 
land.  The  difference  between  the  ordinary  high 
level  and  the  ordinary  low  level  compriaed  about 
16,000  acres  of  land.  The  attention  of  people  in 
Canterbury  had  for  a  long  time  been  attracted  to 
the  possibility  of  keeping  open  the  outlet,  and 
thereby  permanently  reducing  the  level  of  the 
lake.  It  was  estimated  that,  if  a  moderate  per- 
manent reduction  in  the  level  could  be  secured, 
15,000  acres  of  land  would  be  redatmed ;  and  it 
waa  land  which  would  readily  sell  at  more  than 
£2  an  acre.  This  land,  or  a  greater  part  of  it,  had 
for  some  time  past  been  made  a  reserve  by  the 
Canterbury  Government,  with  a  view  to  its  being 
made  applicable  to  thia  purpose.  So  much  for 
Lake  Ellesmere.  Lake  Forsyth,  which  waa  alao 
referred  to  in  thia  Bill,  waa  a  angler  lake  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Little  Biver  Valley.  The  level  of 
the  water  in  that  lake  was  alao  raiaed  and  lowered 
in  the  aame  manner  as  Lake  Blleamere.  Ooca- 
aionally  the  amount  of  ahingle  driven  up  to  th0 
mouth  of  the  lake  doaed  the  outlet.  The  waters 
of  the  lake  then  roae  over  the  road  running  along 
its  border,  which  waa  the  only  eoaoh  road  bstween 
Christchurch  and  Akaroa,  and  which  waa  placed 
under  water  aometimes  to  a  depth  of  three  feet. 
The  country  affected  by  the  pxopoaed  railway  waa, 
aa  he  had  aaid  before,  chiefly  the  aouthem  slopes 
of  Banka  Peninaula.  A  large  proportion  of  it  waa 
ooyered  with  timber  of  excellent  quality,  including 
totara,  matai,  and  other  pinea.  The  beat  of  the 
timber  waa  at  Little  Biver,  a  very  fine  valley  about 
twenty  milea  from  Christchurch ;  but,  although  so 
near,  Uie  difficulty  at  present  of  transporting  tim- 
ber from  that  locality  to  Christchurch  was  so  great 
that  practically  there  was  no  trade  with  the  latter 
place.  The  timber  had  first  to  be  carted  to  the 
head  of  Lake  Forsyth,  then  to  be  boated  down 
Lake  Forsyth,  then  to  be  carted  over  to  Lake 
Ellesmere,  then  to  be  boated  across  Lake  Biles- 
mere,  and  then  to  be  carted  to  Christchurch. 
Practically,  the  result  of  that  was,  that  although 
they  had  such  a  quantity  of  fine  timber  almost 
at  their  doors,  they  were  not  able  to  avail  them- 
selves of  it,  but  had  to  import  timber  from  other 
provinces  and  other  countries.  There  was  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  land  covered  by  this  timberi 
which  was  of  good  quality,  and,  when  cleared, 
would  support  a  considerable  population.  The 
character  of  the  country  was  such,  that  if  Lake 
Ellesmere  were  lowered,  as  proposed,  and  the 
railway  could,  instead  of  winding  round  the  pre- 
sent edge  of  the  lake,  follow  a  oomparatively 
straight  course,  which  would  not  be  difBcult,  as  a 
great  part  of  the  lake  was  not  more  than  five  or 
six  feet  in  depth,  the  railway  could  be  carried  as 
far  as  the  head  of  the  Little  Biver  Yallej,  between 
twenty  and  twenty-three  miles  from  Christchurch, 
with  very  little  difficulty.  It  would  be  almost  a 
level  road.  From  thence  to  Akaroa  the  work 
would  be  diffictdt;  but  if  it  were  carried  at 
first  as  far  as  the  head  of  Little  Biver,  it  would 
open  out  a  considerable  amount  of  country,  and 
bring  into  the  market  the  timber  which  he  had 
refen'cd  to,  and  would  practically  make  the  jour-, 
ney  to  Akaroa  a  veiy  easy  and  a  comparatively 
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•hort  one.  The  passenger  traffic  to  Akaroa  was 
alnady  considerable.  A.ny  honorable  member 
who  bad  been  at  that  place  would  know  that 
it  was,  if  not  the  finest,  at  anj  rate  one  of  the 
finest  harboars  in  New  Zealand.  It  was  oompa- 
ratiyelj  landlocked,  of  large  eixe,  with  abundance 
of  deep  water.  He  did  not  say  its  accessibility 
by  railway  to  the  Plains  was  now  a  matter  of 
necessity ;  bat  if  conrement  access  were  famished 
to  it,  it  would  afford  great  facility  to  the  trade 
of  a  rery  important  part  of  the  country.  He 
thought  there  was  eyery  prospect  of  a  large  pas- 
senger traffic^  for  Akaroa  was  a  summer  resort  of 
a  considerable  number  of  people  of  Christchurch, 
and  it  would  become  much  more  popular  if  it 
were  more  accessible.  He  did  not  pretend  th^ 
ought  to  make  a  railway  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing Chnstchurch  people  access  to  a  seaside  resort ; 
but  they  might  fairly  consider  whether,  if  the  rail- 
way were  made,  the  passenger  traffic  would  not 
be  so  considerable  as  to  render  it  remuneratiye. 
There  were  already  two  coaches  on  the  road, 
although  the  journey  was  now  a  difiicult  and 
tedious  one.  Those  were  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  Bill  proposed  to  deid  with  them  in  this 
manner:  it  constituted  a  Trust,  to  be  called 
"The  BUesmere  and  Forsyth  Beclamation  and 
Akaroa  Bailway  Trust,"  to  consist  of  ten  trus- 
tees— two  to  be  elected  by  the  Borough  of 
Akaroa,  two  each  by  the  Road  Boards  of  Wai- 
nui  and  Little  Biver  Boad  Districts,  and  two 
each  by  the  Boad  Boards  of  two  other  districts 
which  bordered  on  the  western  shores  of  Lake 
BUesmere.  It  had  been  oonsidered  that,  as  they 
were  proposing  to  deal  with  the  drainage  of 
the  lake,  it  was  only  fair  to  give  all  districts 
which  might  be  affected  by  that  drainage  a  roice 
in  its  management.  The  Tnist  was  authorized 
to  appoint  a  chairman,  and  to  appoint  officers 
and  surveyors.  Then,  the  Bill  proposed  that,  of 
the  first  60,000  acres  of  land  in  those  two  road 
districts  that  were  sold,  half  of  the  proceeds  were 
to  be  paid  into  the  bank  to  a  separate  account 
to  the  credit  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  for 
the  purposes  of  this  Trust.  The  Bill  gave  no 
authority  to  enter  upon  the  construction  of  the 
railway,  but  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  author- 
ized by  it  to  pay  to  the  Trust  out  of  that  sum  an 
amount  not  exceeding  £8,000,  to  be  employed  by 
them  in  baring  the  whole  case  thorouenl^  inyes- 
tigated  from  an  engineering  point  of  yiew — to 
haye  a  surrey  made  of  the  lakes,  and  enaineering 
inyestigations  carried  on  as  to  whether  the  outlet 
of  Lake  BUesmere  could  not  be  permanently  kept 
open  and  15,000  acres  of  land  thereby  reclaimea ; 
also  in  baring  a  suryey  made  for  the  best  Une 
for  a  railway  to  Little  Biyer  and  on  to  Akaroa, 
and  the  probable  cost.  When  that  informa- 
tion had  been  coUected,  the  plans  were  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Goyemor,  and  by  him  to  be 
laid  before  Parliament ;  and  if  upon  this  inform- 
ation being  considered  by  Parliament,  it  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory,  if  it  was  found  that  there 
was  a  reasonable  prospect  of  the  work  being  car- 
ried out  and  of  tne  funds  being  sufficient—then 
and  not  tiU  then  parliamentary  authority  would  be 
asked  for  the  disbursement  of  the  money  in  pro- 
ceeding with  the  work.  The  BiU  restricted  the  time 


within  which  these  inquiries  must  be  completed 
to  two  years.  It  stated  that,  unless  some  farther 
authority  were  given  by  Parliament,  the  powers 
granted  in  the  Bill  would  come  to  an  end  in 
December,  1878.  That  was  an  outline  of  the 
measure.  It  contained,  as  honorable  members 
would  be  glad  to  hear,  no  borrowing  powers 
whatever.  It  merely  proposed  to  appropriate,  fi»r 
the  improvement  of  a  particular  part  of  the  coun- 
try, the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  waste  lands 
which  yet  remained  unsold  in  that  particaliu'  dis- 
trict. The  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  country 
thought  they  had  a  fair  claim  for  consideration, 
because  they  were  so  situated  that  they  had  not 
yet  receivea  any  benefit  whatever  from  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  upon  raUways  which  had 
been  constructed  out  of  the  colonial  funds.  Of 
course,  honorable  members  who  knew  Banks 
Peninsula  must  be  aware  that  it  was  to  some 
extent  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  province,  and 
the  formation  of  raUwajs  which  had  taken  place 
in  Canterbury  had  not  benefited  them  in  any 
degree,  although,  as  the  cost  was  charged  upon 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  they  had  to  bmur  their 
share  of  the  cost.  Perhaps  honorable  membeia 
might  say  that  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  a 
case  of  that  kind  was  for  the  people  of  the  district 
to  bring  their  case  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government,  and  to  ask  that  railway  com- 
munication might  be  extended  to  Banks  Penin- 
sula by  the  Government.  But  the  Council,  he 
thought,  would  ^ve  them  credit  for  not,  under 
the  existing  position  of  the  colonial  finances,  com- 
ing to  the  Government  with  such  a  demand  as 
that,  but  for  rather  relying  upon  themselves,  and 
endeavouring  out  of  their  own  resources  to  apply 
a  remedy,  the  want  of  which  they  felt  grievously. 
Honorable  gentlemen  would  remember  that  the 
Bill  did  not  propose  to  put  apart  the  whole  of  the 
proceeds  of  any  partictilar  block  of  waste  land, 
and  for  this  reason :  certain  charges  were  pro- 
posed by  the  legislation  of  this  session  to  be 
placed  upon  the  Land  Fund ;  and  therefore,  when 
the  ordinary  disposition  of  the  proceeds  of  any 
particular  block  of  land  was  changed,  to  that 
extent  at  any  rate  the  colony  vras  deprived  of  the 
means  of  bearing  charges  such  as  education,  pro- 
vincial debts,  and  a  variety  of  others  which  it  was 
proposed  to  charge  on  the  Land  Fund.  But  in 
nis  case  only  one-half  of  the  proceeds  was  to  be 
diverted,  and  the  other  half  in  the  case  of  Can- 
terbury would  be  amply  sufficient  to  bear  the  whole 
of  the  charges  which  were  proposed  to  be  placed 
upon  it.  The  only  persons  who  would  perhaps 
have  a  right  to  feel  aggrieved  at  this  Bill  were 
those  Uving  in  other  portions  of  the  Prpvinoo  of 
Canterbury,  because,  no  doubt,  to  the  extent  to 
which  this  BiU  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  land 
sales  for  a  particular  purpose,  to  that  extent  their 
surplus  revenue  would  be  diminished.  That  was 
quite  true.  But  there  were  no  complaints  from 
representatives  of  other  portions  of  the  Prorince 
01  Canterbury.  They  recognized  the  fairness  of 
the  claim  which  was  now  made  by  the  inhabitant-s 
of  Banks  Peninsula  to  share  in  the  advantages  of 
railway  communication ;  and  as  they  were  satisfied, 
he  did  not  see  that  anybody  else  had  any  right  to 
I  complain.  He  hoped  he  had  satisfied  the  Council 
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that  this  WM  a  Bill  of  a  different  character  alto- 
sether  from  many  that  were  now  before  them.  It 
involTed  no  borrowing  powers,  but  simply  asked 
that  a  portion  of  the  prooeeds  of  the  land  sales  in 
a  partioular  district  shonld  be  set  apart  for  carry- 
ing out  a  work  of  reiy  great  hnportance  to  that 
district — a  work  which  would  enable  the  residents 
in  Oanterbary  to  utilise  the  resources  of  the 
district,  to  avail  themselres  of  the  yaluable  timber 
which  existed  there,  and  to  bring  the  fine  harbour 
of  Akaroa  into  regular  communication  with  the 
vast  of  the  proTince.  He  begged  to  more  that  the 
Bill  be  reaa  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  this 
Bill  had  come  up  with  the  Harbour  Board  Bills, 
bat  he  really  dia  not  see  what  it  had  in  common 
with  them.  It  was  a  proposal  submitted  to  their 
approTal  more  or  less  fair,  and  of  a  kind  upon 
wlueh  opinions  might  be  pro  and  con.,  but  which 
it  would  be  absurd  to  apply  the  same  reasoning 
and  the  same  treatment  to  as  to  the  Harbour 
Board  Bills.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be  engineer 
enough  to  say — and  he  doubted  rery  much  whe- 
ther any  iuTestigatiou  they  would  be  able  to  make 
wonld  enable  uiem  to  ascertain — whether  this 
was  a  practical  proposal  or  not.  Since  he  had 
been  in  the  colony,  he  hod  heard  the  suggestion 
that  this  Lake  fiUosmere  should  be  drained 
argued  orer  and  over  again.  Sometimes  persons 
would  be  found  to  be  very  sanguine  about  the 
seheme,  and  sometimes  others  had  said  that  it 
was  an  impracticable  proposal.  Hoireyer,  the 
amount  that  was  required  to  ascertain  this — 
£3,000— seemed  to  him  to  be  a  turn  so  reasonable 
in  itself  that  he  would  feel  rery  great  hcsital  ion 
in  objecting  to  it  Ho  would  therefore  support 
the  BilL  It  was  practically  a  Bill  for  a  grant  of 
£3,000  to  ascertain  a  certain  point.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  railway  and  the  other  schemes  that 
were  to  follow  upon  ascertaining  this  information, 
they  would  in  a  few  years'  time  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  those  matters,  and  he  would 
hold  himself  free  from  making  any  pledges,  as  it 
would  depend  on  a  great  many  other  con^idera* 
tions.  The  only  remark  he  had  to  make  with 
reference  to  what  the  honorable  gentleman  liad 
said  was  with  regard  to  that  portion  of  his  argu- 
ment in  which  he  stoted  that  the  inhabitanls  of 
this  part  of  the  country  in  question  had  a 
▼ery  fair  claim,  because  they  had  no  advantage 
from  the  present  railway  system.  That  was  a 
complaint,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  the  colony  had.  A  great  number  of  per- 
sons in  New  Zealand  neyer  could,  in  the  natural 
order  of  things,  hong  to  haye  the  smallest  benefit 
firom  the  Public  Works  and  Immigration  policy, 
exoept  that  which  they  could  appreciate  in  the 
form  of  the  tax-gatherer.  And  though  Canter- 
bury was  so  fortunately  situated  that  its  gneyanoe 
was  that  eyervbody  had  not  got  a  railway  to  his 
own  door,  he  had  to  assure  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  in  a  great  part  of  the  colony  there  were 
greater  reasons  to  complain,  and  that  the  bulk  of 
the  people  paid  for  advantages  in  this  respect 
ei^joyed  only  by  a  few.  The  honorable  ^ntle- 
man  s  remarks  also  suggested  to  him  this  con- 
sideration :  that  in  time  to  come  it  would  be  a 
ytty  fair  question  to  arguo  whether,  in  any  pro- 
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poeals  for  railways,  they  should  not  consider  them 
in  the  nature  of  an  infraction  of  private  rights, 
and  treat  Bail  way  Bills  as  priyate  Bills,  at  all 
eyents  whoneyer  they  trenched  upon  the  Land 
Fund.  Because  it  was  eyident  that  the  Land 
Fund,  under  the  present  proposals,  as  fisr  as  they 
had  been  sketched  out  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, would  practically  be  denuded  of  oertain 
reyenue  which  the  rest  of  the  proyinoial  district 
would  otherwise  have  reoeiyed.  And  until  they 
were  satisfied,  not  by  assertion  but  by  inquiry 
and  yerifioation,  that  the  district  was  prepared  to 
submit  to  that  sacrifice,  he  did  not  think  they' 
were  to  assume  from  the  assurance  even  of  any 
honorable  gentleman — which,  <^  course,  thej 
must  pay  rery  great  attention -to,  and  be  willing 
to  consider  as  slmost  positive  fact — ^that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district  were  prepared  to  make 
such  a  sacrifice.  They  had  not  at  that  moment 
got  any  constitutional  mode  of  ascertaining  what 
the  yiews  of  the  whole  of  the  persons  in  the  pro- 
yinoial district  were,  and  it  was  a  oonsideiation 
which  must  strike  every  honorable  gentleman 
that,  as  soon  as  they  endowed  the  proyinoial  dis- 
tricts with  the  surplus  of  their  Land  Funds,  th^ 
possessed  a  yestea  interest  which  could  not  be 
appropriated  in  other  wa^^s  without  doing  a  pri* 
yate  wrong  to  every  individual  in  those  districts. 
Tills  Bill  he  could  not  consider  as  coming  under 
the  category  of  a  Harbour  Board  Bill,  and  he 
would  have  great  satisfaction  in  supporting  it. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  his  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Hall  had  given  a  very  glowing  descrip- 
lion  of  the  advantages  which  would  result  from 
the  passing  of  this  Bill.  He  had,  however, 
omitted  to  state  some  of  the  arguments  against 
it.  Three  years  ago  a  similar  measure  to  this, 
a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  draining  of  Lake  Elles- 
mere,  was  before  the  Council.  On  that  occasion 
he  (Colonel  Brett)  had  pointed  out  the  ii^justioe 
which  that  would  entail  on  some  persons,  and 
suggested  that  the  Bill  should  go  before  a  Select 
Committee.  It  was  referred  to  a  Committee, 
which,  after  carefully  investigating  the  subject, 
reported  unfavourably,  and  the  Bill  was  thrown 
out.  That  occurred  three  years  ago,  when  his 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Hall  was  in  England.  Now 
the  honorable  gentleman  in  his  remarks  had 
barely  alluded  to  the  real  objection  to  the  drain- 
age of  Lake  Ellesmere.  It  was  true,  he  believed, 
that  this  railway  could  not  be  carried  out  unless 
that  lake  were  drained.  But  what  was  to  be 
done  in  reference  to  the  farmers  who  had  pur- 
chased land  along  the  borders  of  the  lake  with  a 
water  frontage  ?  Were  they  going  to  break  faith 
with  those  people  P  It  would  be  iust  as  great  an 
act  of  injustice  as  the  diverting  of  a  river,  whioh 
would  be  contrary  to  law.  He  presumed  that  if 
the  water  frontage  were  taken  away  from  these 
people,  they  would  have  a  case  against  the  Go- 
vernment for  heavy  damages,  if  oompensation 
were  not  granted.  Proper  notice  had  not  been 
given  of  this  Bill.  He  nad  just  seen  it  for  the 
first  time  on  his  desk,  and  the  proposal  had  not 
been  sufficiently  ventilated.  Of  course,  the  Bill 
had  gone  through  the  other  House,  but  that  he 
overlooked.  There  had  been  no  petitions  in 
favour  of  this  Bill. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  a  petition  had  been 
pretented  to  the  Honse  of  Bepretentalives. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  BREIXT  remarked  that  at 
any  rate  no  petitionB  had  been  reoeiyed  by  the 
CounciL  He  had  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
railway  to  Akaroa ;  but  he  thought  theT  should 
not  benefit  one  section  of  the  prorinoe  by  doing 
an  injustice  to  another.  He  considered  that,  if 
the  lake  were  drsined,  a  gross  injustice  would  be 
done  to  all  the  people  at  Lake  Miesmere,  which 
was  one  of  the  most  populous  districts  in  the 
whole  of  New  Zealand.  The  lake  was  a  beauti- 
fill  sheet  of  water,  abounding  in  game  and  ^h, 
large  quantities  of  the  latter  being  supplied  to  the 
markets  of  Ohristchnrch.  If  it  were  drained,  the 
bed  of  the  rirer  was  composed  of  such  fine  soil 
that  a  north-wester  of  two  or  three  days  would 
blow  away  the  whole  of  the  loose  sand,  and  from 
time  to  time  the  lake  would  be  nothing  but  a 
large  hole,  and  the  earth  or  soil  would  oe  per- 
fectly worthless.  The  eyidence  taken  before  the 
Select  Committee  three  years  ago  showed  that 
that  was  the  case.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
railway ;  but  they  knew  rerj  well  that  the  Go- 
Temment  would  not  entertain  any  proposal  for 
new  railways  until  all  the  present  lines  were 
finished.  Therefore  he  hoped  that  his  honorable 
friend  would  not  press  the  Bill  just  now.  Let  it 
be  brought  forward  next  year,  and  let  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Lake  EUesmere  district  haye  a  Toice 
in  the  matter,  for  at  present  they  had  not  been 
consulted.  The  Council  ought  not  to  do  an  in- 
justice to  the  farmers  who  resided  on  the  borders 
of  the  lake,  and  were  in  the  habit  of  getting  sup- 
plies of  fish  from  it.  The  lake  was  also  one  of 
the  few  sporting  places  in  Canterburjr.  He  did 
not  wish  to  oppose  the  Bill,  but  desired  that  it 
should  be  postponed  for  the  reasons  he  had  giyen. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  supposed  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  do  more  than  lower  Lake 
EUesmere  to  a  certain  extent.  It  was  not  in- 
tended, he  presumed,  to  drain  the  lake,  because 
that  would  be  an  interference  with  the  rights  of 
the  Maoris  oyer  fishing-grounds  which  were  giyen 
at  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  would  like  to  make 
one  or  two  remarks  in  answer  to  the  obsenrations 
of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett.  Honorable  members 
were  not  to  suppose  that  this  lake  was  a  beau- 
tiful sheet  of  water,  or  clearly  defined,  so  that 
the  farmers  and  those  liyin^  near  it  could,  by 
walking  a  few  yards,  take  theur  horses  to  water  in 
the  morning  or  in  the  eyening.  He  did  not 
know  much  about  the  lake,  but  had  been  across 
it  when  out,  and  knew  that  it  used  to  be  a 
question,  ssked  by  trayellers  in  the  old  days 
as  to  whether  the  lake  was  in  or  out;  and, 
if  it  had  been  recently  emptied,  either  by 
the  Maoris  opening  a  passage  or  by  natnnu 
means,  the  traveller  rode  across  a  great  part  of 
the  bed  of  the  lake  itself.  Consequently  there 
could  be  no  rights  on  the  part  of  the  resi- 
dents like  those  existixig  on  the  side  of  a 
riyer,  because  the  bed  of  the  lake  yaried  con- 
siderably—he thought  as  much  as  two  or  three 
miles ;  and  when  the  lake  was  full,  the  wat«r 
might  eren  rise  oyer  a  portion  of  the  purchased 
lands.    In  fact>  he  thought  it  would  in  a  great 


measure  be  an  advantage  to  the  people  liyine  on 
the  edge  of  the  lake  that  the  water  should  be 
drained  off.  With  regard  to  the  interests  of 
sportsmen,  he  did  not  think  their  rights  would 
be  entirely  destroyed,  because  he  did  not  snppoee 
it  would  be  possible  that  the  lake  would  be  so 
thoroughly  drained  as  to  be  completely  dry. 
There  would  always  be  sufficient  water  to  main- 
tain the  game,  and  there  were  streams  running 
through  Uie  lake  which  would  furnish  sport.  It 
was  true  there  were  large  quantities  of  flounders 
sent  into  the  Christchuroh  market  from  the  lake ; 
but,  as  he  said  before,  it  could  not  be  intended 
to  completely  drain  the  lake.  Perhaps  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall,  in  his  reply,  would  inform  them  what 
the  intention  was  in  this  respect.  He  did  not 
think  it  would  be  possible  to  seep  the  whole  of 
the  land  dry. 

•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  his  honoimble 
friend,  in  moring  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
had  stated  with  great  frankness,  as  well  the  ad- 
vantages that  were  hoped  to  be  derived  from  the 
prosecution  of  the  work,  as  the  objections  which 
might  possibly  be  urged  to  it.  i^ongst  those 
objections,  the  strongest  to  his  mind  was  that  it 
abstracted  from  the  revenue  of  the  Province  ci 
Canterbury  so  large  a  sum  as  £60,000.  Now 
there  was  no  province  in  the  colony  that  had  a 
larger  margin  than  the  Province  of  Canterbury  i 
but  he  thought  that  it  was  quite  possible  to  ex- 
haust even  that  If  they  went  on,  as  it  Mpeared 
they  would  be  asked  to  go  on,  continually  en- 
croaching upon  the  landed  estate,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  endowments  for  this  and  for  that  and 
for  the  other,  even  the  large  revenue  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Canterbury  would  not  suffice  to  meet  the 
charges  which  were  likely  to  be  imposed  upon  it  for 
its  contributions  to  the  public  debt,  for  the  Boad 
Boards  and  other  local  bodies,  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  those  other  institutions  that  were 
made  a  charge  upon  it.  That  was,  to  his  mind,  a 
yenr  serious  objection.  Another  objection  which 
had  been  taken  to  the  Bill  was  that  they  did  not 
know  to  what  extent  a  Bill  of  this  kmd  would 
affect  the  private  interests  of  individuals.  No  evi- 
dence had  been  taken  by  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  subject.  His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Hall  said 
there  had  been  a  petition  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment in  relation  to  the  matter,  but  he  thought 
that  was  hardly  sufficient  ground  for  a  Legislatave 
Assembly  to  go  upon  when  making  laws  which 
affected  the  private  interests  of  people.  Thsy 
should  not  make  such  laws  without  having  ad- 
vised the  persons  whose  interests  would  be 
affected  by  the  possible  operation  of  the  law. 
He  would  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill;  but  he  thought  the  .points  he  had  men- 
tioned should  be  considered  before  any  conclusion 
was  arrived  at  regarding  the  measure. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  understood  that 
the  question  the  CounoU  had  to  consider  was 
whether  the  sum  of  £8,000  should  be  voted  for 
the  purpose  of  surveying  Lake  EUesmere  and  its 
vicinity,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
it  would  be  advisable  to  drain  the  lake ;  and  that 
after  that  information  had  been  obtained  it  would 
be  laid  before  Parliament,  when  further  powers 
would  be  asked  for.    Therefore  he  did  not  think 


1876.]      miumere  and  Fonyth      [COUNCIL.]  Beelamatian  Bill 


4/Xt 


that  the  Oouncil  would  commit  itself  too  mach  in 
agreeing  to  paae  the  Bill.  The  amount  oould  not 
exceed  £d»000,  and  it  waa  probable  that  the  in- 
formation to  be  obtained  would  be  full/  worth 
the  money. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  repljr,  said  it  had 
been  Btatod  by  one  or  two  honorable  gentlemen 
that  there  had  been  no  eridenoe  before  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  residents  in  the  diitriots  oonoemed 
were  in  &your  of  the  proposal  now  before  them, 
or  that  it  had  been  brought  forward  with  the 
general  consent  of  gentlemen  representing  the 
ProTinoe  of  Canterbury.  He  had  omitted  to  state 
that  a  petition  had  been  presented  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  of  which  he  had  a 
copy,  in  farour  of  the  Bill,  from  inhabitants  of 
Banks  Peninsula,  and  places  adjaceut  thereto. 
The  petition  was  signed  by  1,100  persons.  He 
thought  that  would  satisfy  honorable  gentlemen 
that  the  scheme  was  well  known  to  the  people 
affected,  and  favourably  regarded  by  them.  If 
honorable  members  would  refer  to  the  Canter- 
bury newspapers,  they  would  also  find  that  the 
question  had  been  discussed  in  that  pxoTinoe ; 
and  therefore  he  thought  that  it  wouM  be  ad- 
mitted there  had  been  plenty  of  notice  of  it.  He 
understood  that  the  Bill  would  go  before  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  the  members  of 
that  Committee  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
satiating  themseWes  as  to  whether  or  not  the 

rition  had  been  brought  under  the  notioe  of 
persons  interested.  His  honorable  and  gal- 
Uint  friend  had  said  that  the  drainage  of  the  Uke 
would  hare  an  ix\jurious  effect  upon  land  ad- 
joining it ;  but  his  objections  had  been  answered 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Aoland,  who  pointed  out  that 
at  the  present  time  there  was  hardly  any  dry 
land  in  immediate  contiguity  to  the  hd^e  at  its 
low  leyel.  By  opening  the  outlet,  they  could 
run  off  two  or  three  miles  of  the  water.  Thb 
land  between  high  and  low  watermark  had  been 
raserred  by  the  Provincial  ConnciL  There  was 
this  complete  answer  to  the  objection:  This 
Bill  did  not  ask  for  any  authority  to  carry  out 
these  works,  nor  for  any  power  which  might 
have  the  injurious  effect  suggested  by  his  honor- 
able friend.  All  that  the  Bill  asked  for  was 
authority  to  make  inquii^,  and  it  provided  that 
the  information  obtained  by  that  inquiry  should 
be  laid  before  Parliament.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Adand 
had  asked  whether  it  was  proposed  to  drain  the 
lake  altogether,  but  nobody  imagined  that  would 
be  praotioable.  All  that  could  be  done  was  to  keep 
the  outlet  of  the  lake  open.  By  that  means  they 
would  be  able  to  lay  dry  15,000  out  of  the  70,000 
acres  of  which  the  lake  consisted.  His  honor- 
able friend  Dr.  Pollen  had  contended  that  by  this 
Bill  they  would  abstract  a  large  sum  of  money 
fiom  the  Province  of  Canterbury.  All  he  could 
say  with  regard  to  that  was,  that  as  80,000  acres 
of  the  best  land  in  the  two  dutricts  concerned 
had  been  sold,  it  would  be  reiy  difficult  to  sell 
the  remainder  of  the  land,  which  was  of  inferior 
quality,  or  if  it  were  sold  it  would  be  but  slowly 
unless  it  was  made  more  aceessible  by  means  of 
the  railway.  In  reply  to  what  had  been  said 
bv  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stokes,  he  would  read  the  16th 
eUufe  of  the  BiU|  which  proTid^  thi^-* 


"  The  Beoeiver  of  Land  Revenue  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  Canterbury  shall,  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  or  disposal  of  the  first  fifty  thousand 
acres  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  sold  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  lands  mentioned  in  the  Second  Schedule  to 
this  Act,  pay  one-half  thereof  into  the  bank  at 
Christchurch  where  for  the  time  being  the  Public 
Account  is  kept,  to  a  special  account  to  be  called 
'The  Ellesmere  and  Forsyth  Beclamation  and 
Akaroa  Railway  Trust  Account ;'  and  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  may  pay  out  of  suoli  account  any 
sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  three 
thousand  pounds  to  the  said  Trust,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  surveys  and  managing  the  said  Trust" 

Other  clauses  went  on  to  provide  that  the  re- 
sult of  these  surveys  should  be  laid  before  the 
Government,  who  would  then  lay  it  before  Par- 
liament. He  hoped  he  had  been  successful  in 
removing  the  one  or  two  objections  which  had 
been  mMe  to  the  Bill,  and  that  the  Bill  would 
now  be  read  a  second  time,  in  which  case,  of 
course,  it  would  go  before  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CASTLSPOINT  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
•The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  that,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Watorhouse,  he  had  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He  re- 
gretted tiiat  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  was  not 
present,  because  that  gentleman  could  have  given 
a  much  better  explanation  than  he  could.  The 
Bill  was  like  some  of  those  which  had  already 
passed  their  second  reading.  There  was  no  bor- 
rowing power  asked  for  or  required,  and  the  sole, 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  constitute  a  Board  of 
Management  for  the  harbour  at  Castlepoint,  and 
to  vest  in  the  Board  thirty-two  acres  of  land  now 
the  property  of  the  Gh>vernment,  on  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  the  Governor  might  think  fit. 
The  land  was  to  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  the  shipping  and  landing  of  fgoodiM. 
There  could  be  no  objection  to  the  grantmgof 
this  land,  as  it  was  of  little  or  no  use  for  otner 

Eurposes.  A  settler  in  the  neighbourhood  oould 
ave  taken  up  the  land  at  the  nominal  upset 
price ;  but  he  had  sufficient  self-denial  not  to  do 
so,  bejoause  he  ftlt  that  it  was  required  lor  the 
uses  of  a  Harbour  Board,  and  should  not  be  in 
the  hands  of  a  private  individual.  He  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  the 
position  of  the  matter  was  exactly  as  the  honor- 
able genUeman  had  described  it,  but  he  wished  to 
know  whether  it  was  intended  to  make  over  the 
land  in  suoh  a  manner  that  the  Harbour  Board 
could  hypothecate  it  aa  seourity  for  a  loan,  or  sell 
it  outright.  The  land  might  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Harbour  Board  in  any  manner  they  might  think 
fit ;  and  that  was  rather  an  indefinite  way  of 
desoribing  the  transaction.  In  Committee,  be 
should  endeavour  to  make  it  dear  that  that  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Council.  On  other 
grounds,  there  oould  be  no  possible  objection  to 
the  Bill.  The  demise  of  the  ProTincial  Govern- 
ment had  rendered  it  necessarr  that  some  body 
shpold  be  appointed  to  loQk  mn  the  haxboor  s 
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and  the  General  Goremment  haying  failed  to 
proride  the  neoeffaiy  machinefy,  it  was  desirable 
tiiat  the  Legislature  should  supply  the  deficiency, 
though  it  should  do  so  in  the  least  objectionable 
form. 
Bill  read  a  seoond  time. 

WANaANUI  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON,  in  moring  the 
iecond  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  refuse  to  pass  it,  although  it 
did  contain  some  borrowing  clauses.  Any  honor- 
able menibers  who  were  at  all  acquainted  witU 
Wanganui  must  recognize  that  there  was  no  port 
in  the  colony  where  the  serrioes  of  a  Harbour 
Board  were  more  required.  There  was  a  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  rlFcri  between  the  bar  and  the 
town  there  were  a  number  of  banks  and  shoals, 
and  the  channel  constantly  required  to  be  kept 
free  from  snags.  A  signal-statioti  was  necessary 
at  the  entrance  to  mark  the  depth  of  water,  and 
give  direction  to  Tcssels  coming  into  port ;  and 
there  were  many  other  matters  requiring  the 
careful  surreillance  of  a  Harbour  Board.  Wa- 
nganui was  one  of  the  most  rapidly  rising  towns 
in  the  North  Island,  and  was  likely  to  become  a 
place  of  great  Importance^  Obstructions  to  the 
nayigation  of  the  riyer  would  therefore  prove  a 
great  drawback.  The  headland  at  the  entrance 
to  the  river  was  crumbling  away,  and  he  was  in- 
formed that,  if  steps  for  the  protection  of  the 
liyer  were  not  promptly  taken,  the  channel  would 
be  destroyed  in  two  years.  He  hoped  the  Bill 
would  be  read  a  second  time. 
•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB  said  he-  had 
ascertained  that  it  would  satisfy  all  the  immediate 
llsquirements  of  Wanganui  if  the  machinery  part 
of  this  Bill  were  passed.  They  had  a  sum  of 
£9,000  in  hand;  and  all  that  was  required  at 
pfresent  was  the  necessary  provision  for  the  re- 
moval of  snags  from  the  nver,  and  thtf  making 
of  sorbe  smafi  protective  works  at  the  point  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnston.  He  was 
given  to  understand  that  unless  the  machinery 
part  of  the  Bill  were  passed,  great  ineonvenienoe 
and  public  injury  would  result.  He  should 
therefore  be  quite  prepared  to  do  what  was 
x^uired  in  that  direction ;  but  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  give  the  Board  power  to  borrow  0^0,000 
for  thirty-five  years.  He  did  not  say  that  there 
mig^t  not  be  cases  in  which  it  would  be  quito 
justifiable  to  provide  £50,000  dut  of  the  revenues 
of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  har- 
bour ;  but  that  was  quito  outside  of  his  conten- 
tion in  this  instance.  He  oontonded  that  in  such 
a  ease  as  this  they  would  not  be  justified  in  giving 
either  borrowing  powers  or  grants  of  land.  The 
Government  would  hare  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering this  question  durine  the  year,  and 
would  no  doubt  next  session  mform  the  House 
what  harbours  they  thought  should  be  maintained 
bf  waf  of  endowment  or  grants  of  money.  The 
Counoil  should  be  as  carSul  of  granting  public 
lands  as  it  would  be  of  granting  public  money. 
There  was  ho  distinction  between  the  two  thines. 
The  Land  Ftfnd  was  liable  to  certain  liabUitiee  for 
previous  debts  for  education,  railway,  and  other 
ptuposes  I  and  tf  a  dietrict  could  no*  pay,  what  I 


became  of  the  liability  ?    It  fell,  of  course, 
the  whole  colony.    The  time  was  coming 
the  Land  Fund  would  be  all  gone,  and  it  was  not 
their  duty  to  hasten  that  period.    There  were 
harbours  all  over  the  colony  which  it  might  be 
to  the  interest  of  the  colony  to  improve,  just  as 
it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  English  Government 
to  execute  certain  works  at  particular  harbours 
in  the  United  Kingdom.    They  might  be  made 
available  for  the  protection  of  shipping,  and  for 
the  advantage  of  the  colony  generally.    In  auch 
cases,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  OoTemment 
to  propose,  and  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  aap- 
port,  grants  of  public  money^  the  burden,   of 
course,  fisUinff  upon  the  count^  as  a  whole.    Bat 
while  he  said  that,  he  was  not  prepared  to  rap- 
port applications  for  endowments   made   upon 
the  ipse  dixit  of  persons  who  happened  to  re- 
side in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  harbour.    Sup- 
posing they  did  not  grant  these  endowmento, 
now  much  worse  would  they  be  next  year?    No 
worse  at  all.    They  might  be  right  in  rafosmg 
the  endowments ;  but  supposing,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  gare  them  away,  and  it  turned  oat 
that  those  who  asked  for  them  had  no  ground 
for  doing  so,  what  would  become  of  the  land  ? 
Between  that  time  and  next  year,  every  aore  of 
it  would  be  subject  to  burdens  of  some  kind  or 
other,  and  there  would  not  be  the  slightest  chanee 
of  it  ever  being  returned  to  the  colony  again. 
Before  Uiey  made  any  grants,  either  of  land  or 
money,  they  should  wait  for  the  Government  to 
come  down  and  say,  "  We,  on  colonial  grounds^ 
recommend  either  that  land  should  be  i^pro-* 
priated  for  this  purpose  or  borrowing  poirerB 
given."    The  only  extent  to  whieh  they  should, 
under  present  circumstances,  permit  these  Boards 
to  borrow,  was  to  the  extent  of  their  duee— 
that  was  to  say,  the  net  amount,  after  paying 
expenses  incurred  in  keeping  up  the  harboar. 
Wtien  making  speculative  works,  they  woald  re-" 
quire  to  have  the  oinnions  of  high  engineers^ 
But  the  CouneU  had  no  time — even  if  it  was 
their  province — ^to  form  an  opinion  on  such  sab- 
jeoto.    Such  a  responsibility  should  be  thrown 
upon    the    Goremment,  who  had   professional 
knowledge  at  their  disposal.    In  most  of  these 
cases,  Urge  borrowing  powers  were  asked  ^  bat 
they  were  not  even  told  what  those  powers  were 
wanted  for.    The  honorable  gentleman  who  in- 
troduced this  Bill  did  not  toll  them  what  those 
works  were  which  would  cost  £60,000.     The 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall  told  them  that  the  best  use  they 
could  put  the  land  to  was  to  hand  it  oyer  as  an 
endowment  for  Harbour  Boards.    Herein  he  re-^ 
cognised  the  sentimento  of  a  gentleman  who  waa 
accustomed  to  live  in  a  country  richly  endowed 
with  land,  and  having  a  considerable  suiphw  front 
the  land  revenue.    Howerer,  he  thought  it  watf 
to  their  interest  to  sare  as  much  of  the  land  re- 
renue  as  possible ;  and  he  did  not  think  that*  the 
best  use  they  could  put  the  land  to  was  to  endow 
Harbour  Boards  for  speculative  purposes.    He 
thought  they  should  not  agree  to  tnese  proposals 
except  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  should  be  prepared  to  say :  We  have 
inquired  into  the  proposed  work,  and,  atf  fiur  •■ 
we  can  humanly  ascertain,  we  ktiow  it  to  be  a 
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ffood  and  satiB&ctory  propoial,  and  one  that  wilt 
be  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  whole  colonj. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  woald  vote  for  the 
■econd  reading  of  the  Bill  under  certain  reserra- 
tions  and  oonditiona.  It  appeared  necessary  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Wanganai  should  have  some 
local  power  for  administering  the  Harbour  Trust. 
There  was  a  considerable  coastal  trade  between 
Wanganui  and  the  other  parts  of  the  colony,  but 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  endowments  in  this 
Bill  were  not  only  yery  liberal  but  excessire.  He 
would  certainly  object  to  the  borrowing  powers. 
He  had  some  knowledge  of  prerious  ledslation 
with  regard  to  the  Wanganui  Biyer  in  ute  Fro- 
Tincial  Council,  and  £100  used  to  be  considered  a 
liberal  grant.  All  that  was  wanted  was  to  free 
the  river  so  as  to  insure  nayiffation  without 
interruption,  and  possibly  to  male  wharyes  and 
keep  them  in  repair.  There  were  seyeral  objec- 
tionable dauses  in  the  Bill,  but  in  Committee  he 
hoped  to  see  them  altered  or  altogether  removed. 
Borrowing  powers  to  tlie  extent  of  £50,000,  he 
considerea,  were  quite  unnecessary  and  excessiye  j 
and  he  hoped  that  in  all  these  Bills  the  borrowing 
powers  would  be  excised.  In  addition  to  the 
third  schedule,  there  was  a  liberal  grant  of  25,000 
acres  of  land  in  the  Manawatu.  Now  it  was 
worth  while  reminding  the  Council  that,  during 
the  consideration  of  these  Bills  in  another  place, 
the  Deputy  Superintendent  of  the  proyince  com- 
plained that  in  the  Bills  connected  with  Welling- 
ton there  were  endowments  to  the  extent  of 
15(^000  acres  for  these  purposes,  and  said  it  was  a 
matter  which  deserved  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  Gbvemment.  The  lands  of  the  colony  would 
hereafter,  in  a  great  measure,  be  under  colonial 
administration ;  and  he  thought  that  Bills  that 
came  before  the  Legislature,  whether  they  were 
for  a  remission  of  taxes  or  for  making  certain 
endowments  for  different  objects,  should  not  be 
brought  forward  by  private  members.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  have  the  sanction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  ou^ht  to  be  brought  forward  under 
their  responsibility.  All  those  grants  of  land  or 
alterations  of  taxes  must  affect,  to  a  certain  degree, 
the  calculations  connected  with  the  revenue.  If 
they  borrowed  large  sums  for  colonial  works,  the 
Land  Fund  was  reaUy  what  the  public  creditor 
would  look  to  as  the  security  given.  WhQe 
on  the  one  hand  they  borrowed,  and  on  the  other 
so  liberally  took  away  the  security  which  the 
creditor  believed  was  intended  for  repayment,  the 
oolony  would  be  put  to  very  considerable  incon- 
venience, not  only  in  meeting  its  engagements, 
but  also  in  attempting  to  borrow  Again.  There 
were  two  other  clauses  in  the  Bm  which  ap* 
peered  to  him  to  be  objectionable.  Clause  22 
provided,^ 

**  The  Board  may  from  time  to  time  make,  alter, 
or  revoke,  any  regulations  providing  that  tonnage 
does  not  exceeding  in  any  case  one  shilling  and  six- 
pence per  ton  regirter,  shall  be  levied  and  collected 
m  resMct  of  every  vessel  entering  the  port,  and 
in  and  by  such  regulations  the  Board  may  pro- 
vide for  the  manner  of  levying  and  collecting 
such  dues,  and  by  whom  the  same  shall  be  paid, 
and  in  what  manner  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  any 
iMtHmlMd  ofioer  of  the  Bond. 


"  The  Board  may  by  any  sucli  regfalations  im- 
pose penalties  for  any  breach  thereof  not  exceed- 
ing five  pounds  for  any  one  offence,  and  every 
such  regulation  shall  be  framed  so  as  to  allow  the 
Court  before  which  any  euch  penalty  shall  be 
sought  to  be  recovered  to  order  a  part  only  of 
such  penalty  to  be  paid. 

'*  No  such  regulations,  or  any  alteration  thereof, 
shall  have  any  force  or  effect  unless  and  until  the 
same  shall  have  been  approved  by  the  Qovemor 
in  Council,  and  shall  have  been  published  in  the 
Qaxetie  and  at  least  one  newspaper  circulating  in 
the  borough.*' 

That  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  objectionable 
clause,  and  also  clause  26,  which  enabled  them  to 
levy  a  general  river  and  improvement  Mie  upon 
the  borough,  not  exceeding  Is.  in  tlie'  pound.  If 
they  were  to  have  this  liberal  endowment,  and, 
in  addition,  were  to  be  allowed  to  borrow  £50,000, 
and  to  levy  those  rates,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  provision  was  altogether  in  excess  of,  and  out 
of  proportion  to  the  needs  of  the  port,  which 
were  veiy  modest  and  moderate. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  M£NZI£S  must  demur  alto- 
gether to  the  doctrine  laid  down  that  the  applica- 
tion of  the  land  reyenue  to  the  endowment  of 
harbours  was  a  vicious  principle  or  wrong  in  any 
way.  He  conceived  that  one  of  the  most  legiti- 
mate applications  of  the  land  revenue  was  to  the 
construction  of  public  works  primarily  in  the 
district  or  province  in  which  the  land  revenue 
arose.  That  was  a  principle  heretofore  recognized 
uniformly  in  all  parts  of  Zealand,  and  the  great 
public  works  which  had  been  constructed  by  the 
rrovincial  Gk>vemments  in  most  parts  of  New 
Zealand  would  never  have  been  constructed  had  it 
not  been  for  the  application  to  that  purpose  of 
large  sums  obtained  from  the  land  revenue.  Since 
the  understanding,  or  compact,  as  it  was  called, 
of  1856,  placed  the  land  altogether  under  the 
control  of  the  Provincial  Governments,  they 
had  in  nearly  every  instance  enabled  the  pro- 
vinces to  construct  large  public  works  by 
means  of  the  land  revenue,  which  had  been 
eminently  reproductive  in  fadlitatiug  the  exten- 
sion of  settlement,  and  in  £Militating  the  transit 
of  imports  and  exports.  It  had  been  said  by  one 
honorable  member  that  the  land  revenue  must  be 
conserved  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  their  debt 
charges.  He  did  not  understand  how  the  honor- 
able Mntleman  who  advanced  that  argument 
could  nil  to  see  how  such  an  argument  was  really 
inconsistent  with  the  denunciation  of  the  a|mlica- 
tion  of  the  land  revenue  to  those  purposes.  Those 
liabilities  had  been  placed  on  the  land  revenue  in 
order  to  meet  the  debt  charges  principally  for 
the  construction  of  public  woru ;  and  if  the  debt 
arising  from  the  interest  on  money  borrowed  for 
the  constrootion  of  puMio  works  by  the  General 
Government  wae  a  proper  charge  to  place  on  the 
land  revenue,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  see  why  public 
works  performed  by  a  public  board  or  other  public 
works  should  not  also  be  an  equally  legitimate 
charge.  He  was  quite  certain  that,  if  the  land 
revenue  had  not  been  applied  in  this  way,  nine- 
tenths  of  the  public  works  in  the  colony,  exdosive 
of  railways,  would  not  have  been  constructed.  It 
had  fldto  been  olgaeted  that  tiie  l«ad  lereniid 


480  Wangami  Harbour  [COUNCIL.] 


Board  Bill, 


[Oct.  18 


should  not  be  applied  in  this  way,  seeing  (hat  the 
land  was  mort«aged.  He  was  not  willing  to 
aooept  that  deuaration ;  for  it  seemed  to  him 
that,  seeing  that  the  land  xeyenue  was  proTincial 
reyenue,  it  was  the  provincial  debts  alone  that 
could  be  held  to  be  chargeable  on  the  land  re- 
yenue, and  those  debts  formed  only  a  third  of  the 
total  liabilities  of  the  oolony.  The  security  for 
the  colonial  debt  was  the  Consolidated  Beyonue, 
and  not  the  land  revenue.  Supposing  that  they 
threw  out  these  Bills  this  year,  now  much  worse 
would  they  be  next  year!  It  seemed  to  him 
not  impossible  that  the  consideration  of  their 
finances  in  another  year  would  diKslose  a  neces- 
sity ioT  taking  the  land  revenue  and  applying 
it  exolusiyely  to  colonial  purposes.  Thereforo  it 
was  very  desirable,  while  they  still  had  abundance 
of  land,  to  apply  a  certain  proportion  of  it  to 
what,  he  repeated,  was  a  very  legitimate  pur- 
pose. It  was  equivalent,  as  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  had  said,  to  a  grant  of  money.  But 
since  they  could  not  get  the  money,  it  was  given 
to  them  in  land.  If  it  would  be  legitimate  as 
money,  it  must  be  equally  so  in  land,  especially 
when  the  conditions  under  which  the  endowments 
were  to  be  given  did  not  give  the  control  of  the 
land  to  the  Harbour  Boards.  He  was  not  quite 
certain  whether  in  any  instance  the  land  was  to 
be  administered  otherwise  than  under  the  ordinary 
land  laws.  In  the  South  it  was  not ;  for  there 
the  endowments  proposed  to  be  given  were  to  be 

given  on  condition  that  they  were  administered 
y  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  under  the  existing 
Umd  laws.  He  would  not  have  said  anything  on 
this  occasion  but  that  he  wished  to  express  his 
opinion. on  the  question  of  endowments;  for  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  application  of  the  land  re- 
venue for  this  purpose  was  perfectly  legitimate. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  did  not  hear 
the  reasons  giyen  by  his  honorable  friend  when  he 
moyed  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  he 
imagined  it  was  yery  much  like  the  other  Har- 
bour Bills,  and  that  the  reasons  given  had  been 
similar.  There  was  no  doubt  a  necessity  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Board  at  Wanganui,  with 
power  to  manage  the  harbour.  The  district  was 
represented  as  one  of  the  finest  in  New  Zealand — 
it  was  certainly  one  of  the  finest  in  the  Korth 
Island ;  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  in  a  short 
time  there  would  be  a  considerable  export  trade 
from  it.  At  present,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
cattle  used  on  the  West  Coast  was  obtained  from 
Wanganui,  and  of  course  there  must  be  some  sort 
of  harbour  before  the  stock  could  be  shipped. 
That  trade,  he  apprehended,  was  merely  a  pre- 
lude to  what  might  be  expected  from  the  per- 
manent settlement  of  the  country.  He  under- 
stood the  district  vras  likely  to  be  an  agricultural 
one,  and  therefore  there  most  be  some  facilities 
afforded  for  export.  He  thought  there  could  not 
be  two  opinions  as  to  giving  the  power  of  man- 
agement. All  these  hsjrbours  required  some  im- 
mediate control  by  parties  residing  on  the  spot. 
He  vras  quite  at  one  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies 
as  regarded  the  endowments  of  land.  Land  could 
be  given  now,  but  it  was  possible  that  it  might 
not  be  available  at  some  future  period.  BesicuM, 
the  land  would  not  run  ftway— it  would  be  al- 


ways there ;  an^  by  giving  26,000  acres  of  land 
as  an  endowment,  and  applying  the  revenue 
derived  from  it  to  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bour, it  would  benefit  all  the  land  in  the  district 
— perhaps  to  the  extent  of  a  million  acres.  Al- 
though politically  Wanganui  did  not  stand  very 
high,  being  a  kind  of  rotten  borough,  he  thought 
they  should  deal  liberally  with  it.  There  was  no 
reason  why  a  different  measure  of  justice  should 
be  meted  out  to  it  from  that  afforded  to  other 
localities. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

FOXTON  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON,  in  moWng 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  would 
ask  the  Council  to  agree  to  it  for  yery  much  the 
same  reasons  as  he  had  advanced  in  the  case  of 
the  Wanganui  Bill.  The  approach  to  Foxton 
was  chie^  by  sea:  the  channel  required  to  be 
buoyed,  and  the  navigation  of  the  river  was 
constantly  being  impeded  by  snags  and  other 
obstacles,  so  as  to  render  it  desirable  that  a 
Board  should  be  established  to  keep  it  in  order. 
There  were  other  harbour  matters  which  also 
required  the  management  of  a  Board.  This  BiU 
contained  a  borrowing  clause  ;  but  he  recognized 
that  other  members  in  ohaige  of  similar  BiUs  had 
promised  to  excise  this  clause,  and  he  was  willing 
to  adopt  a  similar  course. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  thia  was 
one  of  those  Bills  which  verged  upon  the  ridi- 
culous, and  it  was  just  a  question  with  him 
whether  it  ought  to  be  read  a  second  time.  It 
was  possible  to  introduce  Harbour  Board  Bills 
until  it  became  an  absurdity  to  introduce  them 
at  all,  and  they  were  reaching  that  point  very 
nearly  when  they  came  to  the  Foxton  Bill.  The 
difficulty  was  to  draw  the  line,  and  he  hardly  felt 
satisfied  with  himself,  although  he  had  made  ap 
his  mind  to  consent  to  its  being  read  a  second 
time.  But  if  he  were  satisfied  to  do  that,  he 
would  point  out  that  there  could  be  no  justifica- 
tion whatever  for  these  enormous  endowments 
that  were  proposed.  Nor  were  they  actually 
vranted.  The  nonorable  gentleman  whose  name 
was  attached  to  the  Bill  had  assured  him  that 
the  real  and  main  object  of  introducing  it  was  to 
obtain  power  to  take  care  of  the  river-month, 
which  became  blocked  up  with  snags  and  other 
things.  But,  of  course,  while  endowments  were 
being  granted,  it  was  not  in  human  nature  for 
any  lo»lity  to  deny  itself  the  opportunity  of 
making  application;  and  this  he  looked  upon 
as  a  case  of  "  trying  it  on."  If  honorable  mem- 
bers made  up  their  minds  that  every  endowment 
which  every  irresponsible  body  chose  to  ask  for 
was  to  be  given,  of  course  that  was  another 
matter.  There  were  some  honorable  gentlemen 
who  had  that  opinion.  He  had  no  great  objec- 
tion either  to  borrowing  powers  or  to  endowments, 
if  they  were  recommended  by  the  G-ovemment  as 
a  national  necessity ;  but  he  could  recognize  that 
very  little  could  be  done  in  the  sea  without  a 
large  sum  of  money,  and  there  might  be  a  justifi- 
cation for  granting;  borrowing  powers  hereafter. 
But  those  were  thm^s  which,  he  contended,  thej 
were  not  in  a  position  just  now  to  entertain; 
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and  wben  it  came  to  an  endowment  of  such  a 
large  block  of  land  as  this — 15,000  acree  of  vain- 
able  land  at  Manawatu,  and  other  blocks  in  the 

SOTince  —  he  thoueht  it  was  out-Heroding 
ofod.  They  could  hardly  be  ezi>eeted  to  tole- 
rate that,  or  else  eyery  little  ditoh  in  the  country 
that  ran  into  the  sea  would  hare  a  Harbour 
Board,  and  ask  for  a  larffe.mnt  of  land.  In 
fact,  he  would  recommend  those  gentlemen  on 
the  East  Coast  to  bring  down  Har£>ur  Bills  this 
session  for  every  little  creek  they  might  happen 
to  have  in  their  localities,  and  ask  Uiat  they 
should  be  endowed  vrith  considerable  grants  of 
land  in  the  hope  of  securing  their  own  mterests. 
For  the  introduction  of  these  Bills  was  for  no- 
thing else.  A  certain  number  of  persons,  just  to 
secure  their  own  interests,  wished  their  little 
localities  to  be  heayily  endowed  at  the  expense  of 
the  colony.  This  was  one  of  seyeral  Bills  which 
were  barely  Bills  they  could  support.  Howeyer, 
he  would  support. this  Bill,  and  yote  for  the 
second  reading ;  but  he  intended  to  rote  not  only 

r'nst  the  borrowing  powers,  but  also  against 
endowments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  AOLAND  was  going  to  yote 
lor  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  would  be 
Tsry  glad  if  the  moyer  could  giye  them  some 
information  as  to  who  recommended  this  grant 
of  land~  whether  it  had  been  recommendwl  by 
the  General  Goyemment  or  by  the  Proyinciai 
Qoyemment,  or  whether  it  was  merely  applied 
for  by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  themeelves.  He 
would  like  to  know,  in  reference  to  all  these  Bills, 
at  whose  recommendation  the  grants  of  land  were 
seleoted. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  STOESS  felt  in  the  same 
difficulty  with  respect  to  this  Bill  as  the  two 
p]:0yious  speakers,  and  as  he  experienced  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Wanganui  Bill.  He  felt  a  yery  strons 
objection  to  the  extent  of  the  endowments,  ana 
he  felt  an  insuperable  objection  to  any  powers  of 
borrowing.  A  question  on  this  point  had  been 
repeatedly  asked,  but  they  had  receired  no 
answer  ftom  the  Goyemment.  He  recognized, 
with  a  previous  speaker,  that  the  Land  Fand  was 
to  be  devoted  to  public  works.  But  if  they 
devoted  too  large  a  proportion  to  one  set  of 
works,  the  others  must  fail.  Now,  the  Govern- 
ment were  under  a  distinct  pledge  to  the 
Boad  Boards  that  they  would  pay  them  a 
certain  annual  amount  in  proportion  to  their 
rates;  but  if  in  each  province  so  large  an 
area  of  land  was  withdrawn  for  these  perma- 
nent endowments,  the  Government  must  in- 
evitably fitil  in  their  engagements  to  the  Boad 
Boards,  and  must  make  good  that  promise,  if  the 
Boad  Boards  received  what  was  their  due,  from 
the  colonial  revenue.  Therefore  it  was  arguing, 
as  it  were,  in  a  circle.  The  Government  was 
pledged  to  certain  works ;  they  borrowed  money 
to  carry  out  those  works ;  and  if  the  security  failed, 
it  must  be  made  good  by  the  colonial  revenue  or 
by  additional  taxation.  Therefore  if  they  diverted 
too  laige  a  proportion  in  each  province  or  in  each 
district  or  county  from  what  they  might  call  its 
legitimate  objects,  at  all  events  from  its  first 
claim,  it  followed  as  a  matter  of  course  that  either 
those  country  Boards  must  be  subject  to  a  larger 


amount  of  taxation,  or  the  subsidy  promised  by 
the  Government  must  be  made  good  from  the 
colonial  revenue.  Therefore  it  was  a  matter  of 
serious  consequence  that  these  reserves  should  be 
made  under  Government  responsibility,  instead  of 
coming  to  them  anonymously.  They  knew  not 
on  what  authority  these  applications  were  made ; 
they  merely  knew  that  thejand  was  defined 
in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill,  and  generally  the 
Bill  was  introduced  by  a  private  member.  That 
was  not  the  sort  of  legislation  that  ought  to  take 
place  under  these  circumstances. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  agreed  with  the  kst 
speaker,  and  indeed  the  Council  had  admitted, 
and  he  was  very  glad  indeed  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  done  so,  that  they  could  not  ap- 
ply Crown  land  in  any  more  beneficial  or  proper 
manner  than  in  promoting  these  works.  He  was 
aware  his  honorable  and  gallant  friend  opposite 
held  a  different  view.  That  honorable  gentleman 
said  the  Crown  lands  were  colonial  property,  and 
therefoTO  this  was  only  another  way  of  asking  the 
Council  to  give  money  out  of  the  colonial  chest. 
There  was  a  certain  amount  of  truth  in  that ;  but 
there  was  this  to  be  said  on  the  other  side;  It 
was  true  the  land  was  colonial  property ;  but  the 
waste  lands  were  not  a  property  they  were  at 
liberty  to  deal  with  in  .the  same  way  as  with  cash 
in  the  colonial  chest.  The  waste  lands  formed  a 
property  with  claims  upon  it.  If  they  sold  that 
land  in  any  district  and  applied  the  money  else- 
where, they  would  be  doing  a  ruinous  thing,  ex- 
hausting the  land  just  as  much  as  if  a  man  were 
to  go  on  cropping  his  farm  year  after  year  with- 
out returning  anything  to  the  land  itself.  The 
end  of  such  management  would  be  ruin,  and  so 
it  would  be  with  the  management  of  colonial 

Sroperty.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  their  bounden 
uty  to  endeavour  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the 
Crown  lands  to  the  improvement  of  the  dis- 
tricts themselves  in  which  the  land  was  sold. 
It  was  colonial  property,  it  was  true,  but  it  was 
property  which  had  the  strongest  possible  local 
claims  upon-  it.  In  no  way  could  the  aliena- 
tion of  the  land  in  various  districts  be  better 
made  a  source  of  advantage  to  the  colony  than 
by  providing  safe  harbours  for  the  import  of  goods 
and  the  export  of  produce.  He  was  very  ^lad  the 
Council  had  admitted  the  principle  that  it  was  a 
good  thing  to  improve  our  harbours.  But  then 
came  the  question,  which  had  been  raised  by 
the  last  spteaker — namely,  "Are  we  in  certain 
cases  applying  that  principle  in  a  proper  man- 
ner P"  In  the  case  before  the  Council,  they  had 
been  left  very  much  in  the  dark.  His  honorable 
friend  had  not  shown  that  the  amount  of  trade 
in  Foxton  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the  constitu- 
tion of  a  Harbour  Board.  There  were  difficulties 
connected  with  the  harbour  itself  which  would 
act  as  a  great  impediment  to  the  proposed  im- 

Srovements,  and  he  thought  that,  before  the 
buncil  passed  the  Bill,  it  was  its  bounden  duty 
to  satisfy  itself  upon  the  points  to  which  he  had 
referred.  They  could  only  satisfy  themselves 
by  referring  the  Bill  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee, which  would  make  every  inquiry.  Ho 
thought  the  question  of  Harbour  Boards  had  not 
been  dealt  with  elsewhere,  in  that  careful  and 
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deliberate  waj  in  whieh  large  interests  of  this 
kind  oiubt  to  be  dealt  with ;  and  the  proposals 
now  b^re  tbem  doToWed  upon  the  Council, 
and  especiallj  upon-  those  members  who  were 
members  of  the  Waste  Lands  Oommittee,  an 
amount  of  labour  which  would  be  sufficient  for 
fullj  half  a  session.  He  thought  thej  were 
bound  to  face  that  labour  or  not  pass  the  Bills 
at  all.  His  own  opinion  was  that,  although  it 
might  be  desirable  to  giye  endowments  in  many 
cases,  yet  it  would 'be  desirable  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  proposed  endowmenta.  He  hoped 
the  honorable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would 
gire  the  fullest  information  in  his  power  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  about  this  harbour,  so 
that  the  Council  would  be  enabled  to  say  what 
they  should  gire  in  the  way  of  endowment  to  any 
Harbour  Boud  that  might  be  established  there. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON  thought  that 
the  members  of  the  Council  would  have  been 
better  acquainted  with  the  Mauawatu  Riyer  and 
the  rising  town  of  Foxton.  He  might  tAl  them 
that,  until  recently,  there  were  three  steamers 
trading  regularly  between  Wellington  and  Foxton 
once  or  twice  a  week.  As  matters  now  stood, 
Foxton  was  the  commencement  of  the  railway 
system  for  connecting  that  place  with  Wanganui. 
At  present  they  trayelled  by  railway  from  Fox- 
ton to  Palmerston,  and  he  hoped  that  before  long 
thcT  would  be  able  to  travel  from  Palmerston  to 
Folding.  All  over  the  district  there  were  nume- 
rous fiarms,  and  cultiTation  was  being  largely 
carried  on  in  every  direction.  The  sea  approach 
to  Foxton  was  by  the  riyer,  and  to  reach  that 
place  by  road  the  passengers  had  to  undergo  a 
most  disagreeable  oyerland  jouruey.  The  dis- 
agreeableness  of  this  journey  was  principally 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Goyemment,  when 
they  employed  coaches  for  the  carriage  of  mails, 
tool  great  care  that  there  should  be  no  limit  put 
on  the  coaches  witli  regard  to  the  number  of 
passengers  they  should  carry.  The  consequence 
was,  that  a  coach  that  was  capable  of  holding  six 
or  eight  people  was  frequently  made  to  cany 
double  the  number.  On  one  occasion  he  had 
travelled  in  a  coach  which  was  intended  to  carry 
four  passengers  inside,  but  seven  people  were 
squeezed  into  it.  When  that  was  the  case,  the 
importance  of  steamboats  was  apparent.  The 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  had  spoken  with  refer- 
ence to  this  Bill  as  if  the  Manawatu  River  was 
a  mud  creek ;  but  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  only  travel  up  that  river,  he  would  find 
that  it  was  something  very  different.  He  hoped 
honorable  members  would  give  him  the  credit  of 
not  taking  up  a  Bill  unless  he  knew  that  it  had  its 
merits.  He  thought  that  the  merits  of  this  Bill 
would  be  recognized,  and  hoped  that  the  Council 
would  read  it  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  tune. 

WAIMAKABIRI  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
*Tho  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  that  day  had  no  doubt 
been  of  a  monotonous  character.  There  was 
a  drradful  family  likeness  between  all  the  Har- 
bour Board  Bills  wl^ch   they  had  under  their 


oousideration  that  day,  and  honorable  gentlemen 
would  doubtless  feel  that  in  dealing  with  them 
they  were  performing  a  disagreeable  but  at  the 
same  time  a  necessary  duty.  The  Bill  whidi  he 
was  about  to  propose  had  the  same  strong  fiunily 
likeness  to  the  other  Bills  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred ;  but  he  thought  he  might  venture  to  lay 
that,  in  comparison  with  some  of  the  other  BiU% 
it  was  of  little  importance  as  far  as  its  provisions 
for  endowment  and  borrowing  were  coaoemed« 
It  had  been  introduced  in  another  place  by  bis 
honorable  colleague  the  representative  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Kaiapoi,  and  in  the  eyes  of  that  honor- 
able gentleman  and  the  people  who  lived  in  that 
important  electoral  district  it  was  a  very  import* 
ant  matter.  He  was  not  now  exactly  potted  up 
statistically  regarding  the  districts  interested  in 
the  port  of  Waimakariri,  but  he  was  advised  that 
the  port  had  always  been  under  the  protection  of 
the  Provincial  Gh>yernment  of  Canterbury,  and 
he  believed  that  a  signalman  and  some  other 
officers  had  been  stationed  there.  His  honor- 
able colleague  the  member  for  Kaiapoi  had  in- 
troduced the  Bill,  not  as  a  member  of  the  Gk>- 
vemment  but  as  the  representative  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  he  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
saying,  witli  respect  to  some  observations  that 
had  been  made  by  an  honorable  gentleman  op- 
posite as  to  the  duties  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  these  Harbour  Bills,  that  he  was  not  in 
accord  with  him  in  his  views.  He  did  not  think 
that  because  a  gentleman  happened  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Gh>vemment  he  riiould  be  altomther 
oblivious  to  the  wants  of  his  district  These 
Bills  were  brought  down  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  by  message  from  the  Governor;  and 
although  the  Oovemment  advised  His  Excellency 
to  send  them  down,  they  did  not  as  a  Govern- 
ment pledge  themselves  to  give  theur  assent  to  all 
of  them  in  the  form  in  which  they  were  sent 
down.  The  Bills  had  been  considered  in  another 
place,  and  they  were  now  brought  to  the  Council 
for  its  consideration.  This  Bill  provided  that 
there  should  be  a  Harbour  Board  for  the  Waima- 
kariri,  consisting  of  seven  persons,  one  of  whom 
was  to  be  ex  officio  the  Mayor  of  the  Borough  of 
Kaiapoi ;  two  were  to  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers 
of  the  borough,  two  by  the  ratepayers  of  Eyreton, 
and  two  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor. 
The  Bill  provided  that  an  endowment  of  a  very 
modest  character,  amounting  only  to  5,000  acres 
of  land,  should  be  made,  and  that,  together  with 
the  foreshore  of  the  river,  was  to  be  the  estate  of  the 
Board.  There  were  the  usual  borrowing  powers, 
with  respect  to  which  he  had  observed  that  there 
was  some  difference  of  opinion  in  the  CounciL 
However,  as  other  Bills  which  had  the  borrowing 
powers  had  met  with  a  not  unfavourable  recep- 
tion by  the  Council,  he  hoped  that  this  Bill 
would  meet  with  the  same  consideration.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  allow  the  Bill  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  said  that  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary  had  truly  stated  that  all 
the  Harbour  Board  Bills  had  a  strong  family 
likeness.    It  might  be  said  with  regard  to  them, 

—  Fsoiss  non  omnibus  una, 
ITso  dirsna  tsmea,  qosUs  dsost  esse  sororom. 
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But  ft  line  mast  be  dnwn  somewhere.  They 
ftU  knew  that  the  Waimakartri  Harbour  was 
not  Tery  far  from  the  harbour  of  Lyltelton,  and 
railway  communication  was  complete  between 
Kaiapoi  and  Christchurch,  and  Lyttelton;  and 
therefore,  if  its  claims  were  postponed  to  an* 
other  and  more  conyenient  season,  no  great 
barm  could  be  done.  With  the  yiew  of  ascer- 
taining the  opinion  of  the  Council  witli  respect 
to  some  of  these  Bills,  be  would  more  that  this 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  seconded  the  mo- 
tion pro  forma.  Ho  was  Tery  much  surprised 
at  the  action  which  his  honorable  friend  had 
taken,  especially  after  he  had  heard  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Johnston  say,  that  he  would  not  lake  charge  of 
any  Bill  that  did  not  deserre  the  attention  and 
consideration  of  the  Council.  He  felt  perfectly 
certain  that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had 
charge  of  this  Bill  would  not  hare  introduced  it 
unless  it  had  its  merits.  Of  course,  there  was 
no  doubt  in  his  mind  that  it  must  bo  a  Bill 
of  yery  great  importance  indeed.  Ho  happened 
to  know  a  good  deal  about  the  country  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Waimakariri,  and  ho  had 
always  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  Waima- 
kariri was  but  a  small  riyor.  It  was  certainly 
true  that  a  great  quantity  of  wood  and  iratcr 
flowed  down  it ;  but  though  the  riyor  had 
breadth  it  had  no  depth,  and  when  a  ye&sci 
went  into  it,  it  had  great  difficulty  in  getting 
out  again.  He  understood  that  the  Waimakariri 
Harbour  was  only  thirteen  miles  from  Christ- 
church  ;  but  knowing  as  he  did  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  would 
not  haye  introduced  a  Bill  which  was  not  abso- 
lutely necessary,  be  was  of  coarse  labouring 
under  a  mistake.  There  were  at  present  only 
about  twenty  of  these  Harbour  Board  Bills  before 
the  Council,  and  each  member  was  speaking  about 
twenty  times,  but  he  was  now  speaking  for  the 
first  time.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  difference  in 
respect  to  the  harbours.  Some  of  the  places  in 
which  Harbour  Boards  were  proposed  to  be  estab- 
lished were  places  of  great  importance,  and  it 
was  yery  probable  that  land  could  not  be  better 
disposed  of  than  by  endowing  thrm.  There 
were,  on  the  other  hand,  scycral  of  the  Hills 
which  they  ought  neyer  to  haye  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  1)0  certainly  would  haye  included 
this  one  in  the  number,  if  it  had  not,  as  he  had 
said,  been  brought  in  by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  There  shoula  be  no  exception  made 
if  this  principle  was  to  be  carried  out ;  and  if 
they  endowed  one  Board,  they  should  endow  the 
yihole  of  them.  He  was  of  opinion  that  they 
should  set  their  (aces  against  reading  these  Bills 
a  second  time.  The  session  was  now  drawing  to 
a  doee,  and  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  would 
haye  as  much  as  it  could  do  without  haying  to 
deal  with  these  Bills.  He  thought  it  was  only  a 
waste  of  time  to  take  the  Bills  into  considera- 
tion at  all,  and,  holding  that  yiew,  he  would 
pro  formd  second  the  motion  of  his  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Stokes. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that 
those  who  promoted  this  Bill  must  haye  known 
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that  their  case  was  a  yery  weak  one  when  they 
called  upon  their  honorable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  to 
assist  them.  Ho  thought  honorable  gentlemen 
would  admit  that  the  Council  must  draw  the 
line  somewhere,  and  that  was,  in  his  opinion, 
the  point  at  which  they  should  stop.  If  they 
were  to  carry  out  the  principle  that  eyery  place 
yisited  by  ships  was  to  haye  a  Harbour  Board, 
there  would  soon  not  be  a  creek  of  any  size  in 
the  country  which  would  not  haye  a  Harbour 
Board,  inyested  with  borrowing  powers.  There 
were  demands  for  Harbour  Boaris  from  all  parte 
of  the  colony,  and  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
discriminate  between  them.  Nelson,  which  was 
a  yery  important  port,  had  no  Harbour  Board, 
and  yet  it  hud  fifty  times  the  claim  that 
many  of  the  j^aces  now  asking  for  Harbour 
Boards  had.  He  would  support  the  motion  of 
his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Stokes ;  and  he  did  not 
think  that  the  Council  would  agree  to  giye  away 
lands  in*  the  shape  of  endowments  in  this  reckless 
manner. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  AOLAND  had  hoped  to  hear 
a  few  remarks  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  upon 
this  subject.  It  was  quite  true  that  a  railway 
had  now  been  made ;  but  he  could  remember  the 
time  when  the  only  way  of  getting  goods  from 
Kaiapoi  to  Lyttelton  was  by  boat,  and  it  was 
only  natural  that  the  settlers  should  like  to  keep 
up  their  communication  by  water.  He  hoped 
the  motion  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  tmie 
that  day  six  months  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  said  he  had  some 
knowledge  of  the  Waimakariri,  as  ho  had  hod 
yessels  trading  to  that  place,  and  he  had  neyer 
found  any  difficulty  in  getting  his  yessels  out  after 
they  had  got  in.  He  would  point  out,  also,  that 
goods  had  to  be  sent  from  Kaiapoi  to  Christ- 
church,  and  thence  through  the  tunnel  to  Lyttel- 
ton, before  they  could  bo  shipped,  which  of  course 
inyolyed  a  rery  largo  expense.  It  was  a  yery 
much  cheaper  mode  of  conveyance  to  take  the 
goods  from  Kaiapoi  to  Ljttelton  by  water.  His 
honorable  and  gallant  friend  Colonel  Whitniore 
hod  referred  to  Nelson  ns  not  haying  a  Harbour 
Board  with  borrowing  powers ;  but  he  must  re- 
member that  Nelson  was  proyided  for  two  years 
ago,  when  it  was  authorized  to  borrow  £30,000 
for  harbour  improyements. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  he  would  con- 
sider himself  badly  treated  if  this  Bill  were  not 
read  a  second  time.  He  had  tried  to  show  the 
Council  the  importance  of  the  Bill.  He  had  no 
knowledge  of  Waimakariri,  but  the  importance 
of  the  Bill,  and  the  necessity  for  it,  had  been  yery 
strongly  impressed  upon  him  by  his  honorable 
colleague  the  member  for  Kaiapoi ;  and  if  he  had 
failed  to  conyinee  the  Council  that  it  was  an  im- 
portant affair,  it  was  his  misfortune.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Robinson  had  pointed  out  a  most  wonderful 
reason  why  there  should  be  no  Harbour  Board 
for  this  important  point — namely,  that  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  woter  running  out  of  it,  and 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  hoped  his  honor^ 
able  friend  would  allow  him  to  put  himself  right 
with  the  Council.  He  had  said  that  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  water  in  the  Waimakariri  Riyer, 
but  that  there  was  no  depth. 


484 


Chunties  BUI 


[COUNCIL.] 


Counties  Bill  [Oct.  18 


•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that  that  was 
a  stronger  reason  why  thej  should  hare  harbour 
works.  His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Robinson  had 
also  said  that  when  Tessels  got  into  the  rirer  thej 
oonld  not  get  oat  again. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSOK  explained  that 
what  he  said  was  that  he  thought  so  and  so  was 
the  ease  ;  bat  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
rererse  was  the  case  in  consequence  of  his  lionor- 
able  friend  having  introduced  the  Bill.  He  in- 
tended to  Tote  for  the  Bill. 

•  Tlie  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  understood  that  that 
was  one  of  the  objections  urged  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  its  want  of  importance — ^that  it  was  some- 
times lutble  to  the  accident  of  being  closed.  That, 
to  his  mind,  was  one  of  the  best  arguments  for  the 
constitution  of  a  Harbour  Board.  Only  recently 
they  had  heard  of  an  important  harbour  on  the 
West  Coast  being  dosed — a  harbour  no  less  im- 
portant than  that  of  Hokitika — the  consequence 
of  which  was  that  the  whole  district  suffered  for 
some  considerable  time.  It  was  the  rery  possi- 
bility of  these  contingencies  that  rendered  Har- 
bour Boards  necessary.  There  was  a  considerable 
amount  of  traffic  up  the  river  as  far  as  Eaiapoi ; 
but  the  entrance  to  the  channel  changed  fre- 
quently, and  there  were  other  dangers  which 
rendeiHDd  it  necessary  to  keep  a  signalman  at  the 
mouth  of  the  rirer.  This  was  one  of  the  ex- 
penses ;  and  as  he  had  already  BpK>ken  of  the 
necessity  for  providing  against  contingencies,  he 
need  say  no  more  except  tiiat  as  to  the  borrowing 
powers  he  was  quite  content  that  the  Bill  should 
be  treated  the  same  as  the  others.  He  hoped  the 
Council  would  read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'now'  stand 
part  of  the  question  ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         tf 

Noes        8 


Mr.  Adand, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Eraser, 

Captain  BaUlie, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Menzies, 


Ans. 

Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Bobinson. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Pharasyn, 
Mr.  BuBsell, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfbakeb  gave  his  casting  vote 
with  the  Ayes. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 
'  This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 

Schedule  1. — ^Vincent  Countj. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEU  moved.  That  the 
word  "  Vincent  be  struck  out,  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  the  word  "  Molyneux." 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  schedule  i*'  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


Mr.  Adand, 
Captain  Baillic, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Cbamberlin, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 


18 
8 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Q-.  B.  Johnson, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Bobinson, 
Mr.  Stokes. 


Nora. 


Colonel  Brett,  Mr.  Pkiterson, 

Captain  Eraser,  Mr.  Pharasyn, 

Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Mensies,  Colonel  Whitmore. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Schedule  1. — New  County. 
•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  moved.  That  the 
following  be  the  description  of  a  new  oountj  to 
bo  taken  out  of  the  Wallace  County : — "Te  Anaa 
County  is  bounded  towards  the  north  by  Lake 
County ;  towards  the  east  by  Lake  County  said 
Southland  County,  and  the  boundary  between 
runs  181  and  159;  towards  the  south  by  the 
boundaiy  line  between  runs  numbered  181  and 
159,  and  that  line  produced  due  west  to  the 
Hunter  Mountains,  near  Clengbeam  Peak;  to- 
wards the  west  by  right  lines  fiom  peak  to  peak 
along  the  summits  of  the  Hunter  Mountain*, 
Kepfor  Mountains,  Murchison  Mountains,  to  the 
highest  point  of  Barrier  Peak,  thence  by  a  right 
line  to  the  nearest  arm  of  Q-eorge  Sound,  and 
thence  by  the  ocean  to  Lake  County." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  stand  part  of  the  schedule ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         6 

12 


Are 

Koe 


Minority  against ... 


6 


Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  ChamberUn, 
Captain  Eraser, 

Mr.  Adand, 
Captain  BaUlie, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  G*.  B.  Johnson, 


Ate8. 

Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Bobinson. 

Nora. 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Mensies, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Scotland, 
Mr.  Stokes. 


The  amendment  was  oonseauently  negatived. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

BIVEBTON  HABBOUB  BOABD  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  differed  sightly 
from  many  of  the  Harbour  Bills  that  had  passed 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Council  that  even- 
ing, inasmuch  as  a  Harbour  Board  had  been 
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fonned  under  the  proTisiont  of  an  Ordinance  of 
the  ProTincial  Council,  passed  in  1874,  and  which 
was  referred  to  in  the  preamble  of  this  Bill.  But 
it  had  been  found  that  the  funds  at  the  command 
of  the  Harbour  Board  were  not  sufficient  to  carry 
out  certain  works  that  were  indispensable  to  pro- 
mote the  narigatton  of  the  rirer.  Riyerton  was 
situated  on  the  seaboard,  beside  the  estuaij  of  the 
Rirer  Aparima,  the  anchorage-eronnd  and  shelter 
of  which  were  excellent.  Unfortunately,  the 
estuarj  was  a  bar  harbour,  and  only  yessefs  of  a 
light  draught  could  enter  there.  Consequently 
the  yessels  frequenting  the  harbour  were  only 
small  ones.  It  was  the  outlet  to  a  yery  large  ex- 
tent of  good  arable  and  also  pastoral  country.  It 
was  the  outlet  of  the  County  of  Wallace,  the 
boundaries  of  which  the  Council  had  agreed  to  on 
that  orening.  The  lower  part  of  that  county, 
as  it  would  haye  existed  if  the  amendment 
of  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Holmes  to  eut 
the  county  in  two  had  been  carried,  would 
haye  consisted  almost  entirely  of  good  arable 
land,  bounded  on  the  west  side,  howeyer,  by 
a  ridge  of  forest  country  between  it  and  the 
Waiau.  But  the  greatest  part  of  it  would  be 
ffood  arable  land — ^yery  rich  limestone  country. 
The  district  was  populous,  the  farms  he  belieyed 
were  prosperous,  they  had  good  erops,  and  the 
export  of  grain  from  there  was  yery  considerable. 
There  was  also  a  large  amount  of  wool  grown  in 
the  interior,  a  good  deal  of  which  had  been 
shipped  from  Riyerton  ;  and  still  more  would  be 
shipped  there  if  increased  facilities  were  giyen 
for  nayigation.  This  Bill  proposed  to  fire  an 
endowment  of  15,000  acres  of  pastoral  land  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  country,  and  it  also  pro- 
posed to  giye  a  borrowing  power  of  £20,000  to 
the  Harbour  Board.  It  was  neoessanr  for  him 
to  say  that  the  latter  proyision  he  would  be  will- 
ing to  withdraw;  but  he  trusted  tlie  Council 
would  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
and  to  tlie  endowment  being  giyen;  for  there 
were  considerable  works  required  to  be  done, 
which  would  yery  materially  improye  the  nayiga- 
tion, facilitate  the  shipping  trade,  and  increase 
the  prosperity  both  of .  the  town  and  the  country 
in  tno  neighbourhood.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
memorandum  from  some  influential  residents  in 
Riyerton,  one  of  whom  bore  a  name  which  was 
known  in  the  Legislature— that  of  Mr.  Hankinson. 
That  gentleman,  with  seyeral  others  in  the 
district,  drew  his  attention  to  the  fiict  that  a 
commodious  wharf  was  wanted,  at  which  yessels 
could  be  berthed  with  safety,  and,  together  with 
other  neoessaiy  works,  wonld  oost  about  £5,000. 
A  bridge  was  lately  thrown  across  the  estuary  at 
Riyerton  to  carrjr  the  Orepuki  Railirajr,  which 
stopped  the  nayigation.  In  constructing  the 
bridge,  the  engineer  had  thrown  out  a  jetty  at 
right  angles  to  the  bridge  downwards,  and  this 
was  found  to  be  immensely  inconyenient,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  oonstmct  some  other  works 
to  improye  the  fiunlities  for  loading  and  dis- 
charging cargo.  He  had  a  small  sketch  of  the 
estuaxy  and  the  bar,  by  which  honorable  members 
would  see  that  by  certain  engineering  works  of 
a  yery  modest  and  comnaratiyely  inoxpensiye 
ohanoter  the  chaunel  comd  be  direrted  so  aa  to 


scour  the  bar  and  keep  an  open  ehannel,  with 
much  deeper  water  than  had  hitherto  been  usual. 
Tliis  was  also  one  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
gentleman  to  whom  ho  had  referred.  This  work 
was  BO  essential  to  the  increased  trade,  and  con- 
sequently to  the  increased  prosperity  of  the  place, 
that  the  oost  wonld  be  yery  well  bestowed.  The 
export  trade  of  Riyerton  in  1872  was  about 
£15,700 ;  the  imports,  about  £18,000.  With  that 
explanation,  he  trusted  the  Council  would  agree 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  thought  it  was 
scarcely  necessary  to  enter  into  any  prolonged 
discussion  on  this  subject,  as  the  Bill  was  some- 
what similar  to  those  which  had  preceded  it. 
The  harbour  at  Riyerton  was  a  biar  harbour. 
There  neycr  would  be  a  yery  great  depth  of  water 
there,  but  the  erection  of  a  proper  wharf  would 
facilitate  commerce  yery  much,  and  be  of  seryioe 
to  the  district.  lb  should  be  borne  in  mind^ 
howeyer,  that  Riyerton  was  within  about  twenty 
miles  from  the  Bluff,  and  it  would  scaroely  be 
judicious  to  spend  a  large  sum  on  a  small  harbour 
like  this  while,  there  was  a  really  first-olats  port 
in  the  yicinity.  Howeyer,  his  honorable  finend 
proposed  to  drop  the  borrowing  powvrs,  and 
merely  to  obtain  a  Harbour  Board  and  endow- 
ments.  In  that  ease,  he  thought  the  Oouneil 
should  agree  to  the  BUI.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
£10,000  or  £15,000  would  be  yery  well  expended 
on  the  harbour. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB  objected  to 
the  endowments  of  land  much  more  than  to  the 
borrowing  powers.  Although  this  was  not  the 
proper  time  to  ask  for  them,  borrowing  powers 
should  be  giyen  in  connection  with  all  the  latge 
harbours  in  the  colony.  A  Harbour  Board  was 
exactly  the  kind  of  body  that  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  borrow  money.  Any  other  body  might,  and 
probably  ought  to,  go  on  with  its  rates,  and  from 
year  to  year  expend  those  rates  in  maintaining 
and  improring  its  roads,  streete,  and  so  on  ;  but 
a  Harboinr  Board  must  require  a  considerable 
sum  to  contract  for  specific  works.  He  belieyed 
borrowing  powers  would  be  required  for  all  the 
principal  harbours  in  the  colony.  What  he 
objected  to  with  regard  to  borrowing  powers  was 
their  being  giyen  on  a  great  number  of  different 
principles,  at  diiTerent  rates,  and  on  different 
conditions.  He  thought  the  General  Goyem- 
ment  ought  to  decide  what  should  be  the  general 
principle  with  regard  to  borrowing  to  be  adopted 
in  all  the  harbours  for  the  future ;  and  when  tlie 
General  Goremment  Bill  came  before  them,  he 
would  not  be  at  all  disinclined  to  consider  the 
question  of  borrowing  os  regarded  harbours.  He 
himself  considered  the  amount  ought  to  bear 
some  proportion  to  the  dues.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  endowments  meant  the  giring  of  certain  sums 
of  colonial  money—for  it  was  nothing  elae 
but  money — ^to  certain  harbours.  Here  they 
had,  on  a  small  strip  of  coast  from  Timani 
to  the  Bluff,  a  yeiy  large  quantity  of  land 
to  be  laid  aside,  not  for  harbours  of  refuge, 
not  for  harbours  of  colonial  importance,  or  for 
harbours  for  which  the  colonial  purse  ought  16 
make  contribution,  but  simply  for  the  adyantagb 
of  the  people  who  vers  vide-awite  enough  to  ^ 
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their  dftims  put  in  at  the  tame  time  as  the  other 
people  whose  Bills  had  been  brought  before  the 
Legislature.  With  regard  to  Kiverton,  he  did 
not  think  there  was  the  smallest  pretence  for 
sajing  that  it  was  of  so  much  importance  that 
the  colony  ought  to  be  called  upon  to  make  a  large 
endowment  of  land  to  it.  If  the  Goremment 
should  come  down  next  year  and  saj  certain 
harbours  should  bo  subsidized  by  the  colony  for 
certain  reasons,  he  would  give  erery  attention  to 
the  Qoyernmont  recommendation ;  but  he  could 
not  be  a  party  to  these  large  endowments  of  land 
on  no  responsibility  save  that  of  the  member 
bringing  the  matter  forward.  He  would  be  happy, 
however,  to  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  ^ills 
to  proyide  the  necessary  machinery  that  was 
wanting.  He  must  protest  against  any  more 
alienation  of  land — ^reaily  the  alienation  of  money 
— ^merely  for  the  benefit  of  a  single  locality,  and 
for  no  colonial  advantage.  Therefore,  while  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  said  he  would  confine  his 
opposition  to  the  borrowing,  he  (Colonel  Whit- 
more)  would  confine  his  opposition  to  the  borrow- 
ing and  to  the  endowment  m  land ;  and  he  hoped 
the  Council  would  not  impoyerish  the  country  by 
any  large  endowment  of  land  at  all,  but  would 
leare  the  responsibility  of  doing  that  to  the  power 
which  ought  to  take  it — namelyj  the  Qt>yem- 
meut. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  that,  whilst 
they  were  all  prepared  to  giye  endowments,  at  the 
same  time,  as  a  salye  to  their  oonscienoee,  they 
refused  the  borrowing  powers.  In  fact,  it  was 
a  humbugging  sort  of  legislation  altogether,  for 
which  they  were  entirely  indebted  to  tiie  present 
Gt>yemment,  who  should  hare  taken  this  matter 
in  hand  themselyes.  They  said,  '*  Oh,  you  cannot 
apply  the  land  to  a  better  purpose  than  to  make 
harbours."  The  Gorernment  should  have  intro- 
duced general  legislation  on  this  subject  long  ago. 
Wliat  the  Conn^  was  doing  now  was  just  hum- 
bug, and  no  more. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  said  this  was  just 
one  of  those  Bills  which  ought  to  be  carefully 
considered  before  being  passed.  No  good  reason 
had  been  shown  why  it  should  be  read  a  second 
time.  Thoy  were  told,  and  any  one  looking  at  the 
map  of  the  South  Island  would  see,  that  Biyer- 
ton  was  dose  to  the  BluiF  Harbour,  for  which 
a  Bill  had  been  introduced  and  read  a  second 
time.  They  were  told,  as  would  also  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  map,  that  Biyerton  was  connected 
with  the  Bluff  by  a  railway ;  and  they  were 
further  told  that  this  was  a  hix  harbour.  They 
knew  that  ordinarily  money  might  be  thrown 
into  the  water  to  improye  a  bar  harbour,  and 
that  the  first  winter  might  sweep  up  the  bar  and 
make  it  just  as  bad  as  ever.  Before  any  of  these 
works  should  be  undertaken,  and  before  any  Bill 
authorizing  such  works  by  giying  endowments 
for  them  were  passed,  they  should  haye  sufficient 
information  to  know  that  the  money  would  be 
well  spent.  This  Bill  was  the  old  story  they  had 
had  repeated  so  often.  The  principle  of  the 
Bill  was  to  lay  aside  15,000  acres  for  an  endow- 
ment, and  to  borrow  £20,000.  They  were  going 
to  stnke  out  the  borrowing  powers;  but  while  the 
endowmentsj  lasted,  they  might  be  well  aisared 


that,  if  not  next  session,  yeiy  shortly  after,  thej 
would  haye  Bills  introduced  amending  those  thej 
had  passed,  and  authorizing  the  borrowing  powers 
to  bo  given.  This  was  one  of  those  Bills  he 
would  be  Tery  glad  to  see  laid  aside  for  more 
consideration,  and  that  it  should  be  introduced 
when  it  was  wanted ;  but  in  his  humble  opinion 
that  time  had  not  yet  arriyed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  that  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  eyer  yisited  Biyerton  or 
the  neighbourhood,  he  would  be  much  more  im- 
pressed than  he  was  now  with  the  necessity  for 
making  improyements  in  the  harbour,  ana  for 
enabling  larger  yessels  to  go  there  than  traded 
there  at  present.  It  was  true  that  a  railway  to 
Biyerton  had  been  projected ;  but  after  some  of 
the  earthworks  had  been  made,  the  contractor  had 
thrown  up  his  contract.  There  was  no  likelihood 
whateyer  that  that  railway  would  be  finished  for  a 
year;  and  unless  taken  up  by  the  Q-eneral  Gk>yem- 
ment,  and  fiuished  in  a  different  style  from  that 
in  which  it  had  been  so  far  proceeded  with,  it 
would  be  of  yery  little  use  indeed  when  it  was 
finished.  The  trade  of  Biyerton  hitherto  had 
almost  entirely  depended  upon  the  seaboard  com- 
munications. It  was  true  that,  being  a  riyer  ad- 
mitting only  small  yessels,  the  trade  had  only 
been  by  coasting  yessels ;  still  it  had  been  of  im- 
portance to  the  people  there,  and  it  had  hitherto 
been  insufficient  to  meet  their  wants.  There  was 
an  admirable  beaoh,  along  which  drays  could 
go  to  InyercargiU ;  but  the  principal  part  of 
the  trade  from  Biyerton  during  the  last  two 
or  three  years  had  been  by  seaboard.  Aa  the 
roads  leading  to  the  beach  from  InyercargUl  had 
been  put  in  better  order,  a  large  amount  of 
traffic  now  went  by  dray.  The  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  repeated  his  objection  to  the  endow- 
ment, but  it  really  amounted  to  this :  The  land 
was  giyen  by  way  of  endowment,  and  a  perusal 
of  the  terms  of  the  Bill  would  show  that  aU  the 
Harbour  Board  had  to  get  was  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  the  land.  They  would  haye  no  hand 
in  the  management  of  the  land,  which  would 
continue  under  the  control  and  management  of 
the  Waste  Lands  Board.  The  Harbour  Board 
would  get  the  proceeds  when  the  land  was  sold ; 
but  if  the  land  was  not  readily  saleable  they 
would  not  be  able  to  ayail  themselyes  of  it  to 
any  considerable  extent.  It  really  meant  a 
oertoin  yote  of  money  giyen  by  way  of  endow- 
ment. The  harbour  was  a  bar  harbour ;  but  so 
far  from  looking  at  it  on  that  account  in  the 
same  light  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stokes— who  threw 
cold  water  on  the  idea  of  improying  it  —  he 
thought  that  fact  should  rather  incite  the 
Harbour  Board  to  renewed  efforts  to  improye 
and  deepen  the  channel  across  the  bar,  so  as  to 
admit  of  the  ordinary  steamers  plying  along  the 
coast  entering  the  harbour. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
eleyen  o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  EEPEBSBNTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  l%th  October,  1876. 

Fint  BaadiDg— Natire  Lft&d  Faiohaae— Cluth*  RaQway 
Bridge— J.  Goodfellow— Lakes  Dietrictr-H.  W.  Far- 
nftll — Supply — Fiiumoul  Arraogemente  Bill. 

Hr.  Spiakxb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

P&ATXB8. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
Tho  Public  Works  Bill. 

NATIVE  LAND  PURCHASE. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  wished  to  put  a  question  to 
the  Premier  without  notice.  During  the  some- 
wliat  acrimonious  discussion  that  took  place  on 
the  Native  land  question  on  the  preyious  eyeuing, 
the  Minister  of  Justice  referred  to  his  (Mr. 
Sheehan's)  connection  with  the  purchase  of  a 
block  of  land  at  Pakiri,  and  made  statements 
which  would  suggest  a  serious  charge  against 
him.  It  was  quite  true  that,  some  few  days  aso, 
he  receirod  through  the  G-oTcrnment  a  copy  of  a 
letter  forwarded  to  them  b;^  the  Native  Land 
Frauds  Prevention  Commissioner  in  Aucklandi 
which  was  sent  to  him  for  his  information  and 
remarks.  The  business  of  the  House  had  been 
lo  continuous  that  he  had  not  yet  had  time  to 
read  it ;  and  what  he  wished  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  do  was  to  lay  on  the  table  a  copy  of  the 
letter  forwarded  to  him,  together  with  his  reply 
to  it  when  delivered. 

Mfyor  ATKINSON  said  he  would  have  no 
objection  to  lay  tho  letter  on  the  table. 

CLUTHA  RAILWAY  BRIDaB. 

Mr.  THOMSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will  state  the  contract  date 
for  the  completion  of  the  railway  bridee  over 
tlie  Clutha,  and  whether  he  ex^ta  that  the  work 
will  be  finished  in  contract  time  ?  He  was  in- 
formed that  Uie  construction  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Clntha  River  was  progressing  very  slowly — so 
alowlj  indeed  that,  it  it  proceeded  at  the  same 
rate,  several  years  would  elapse  before  it  was 
completed.  That  was  his  reason  for  asking  the 
question. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  contract  date  for 
the  completion  of  this  bridge  was  March  next. 
Ho  was  informed  that  it  was  quite  possible  for 
Uie  contractor,  if  he  chose,  to  finish  that  work 
within  the  contract  time.  At  tho  rate  at  which 
Uie  work  was  now  progressing,  he  was  afraid  that 
the  bridge  would  not  be  completed  within  the 
specified  time ;  but  the  Qovernment  did  not  wish 
at  present  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  seeing  that 
the  oontmotor  had  up  to  March  next  to  complete 
his  contract. 

J.  GOODPELLOW. 
Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  appoint  an  impartial  and  competent  person 
to  cany  out  the  recommendation  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee,  and  the  resolution  of  this 
House  of  the  20th  September,  in  order  to  a  £ur 
pettl^ment  of  the  ohum  of  Joshua  QoodfoUow  ? 


He  said  it  would  £e  recollected  that,  on  the  20th 
September,  the  House  approved  of  a  report  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  in  regard  to  this  case. 
He  wished  to  know  what  course  the  Gorernment 
proposed  to  take  in  reference  to  the  case,  which 
he  considered  to  bo  one  of  great  hardship.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  be  able  to  give  an 
answer  to  the  effect  that  they  would  appoint 
some  competent  and  impartial  person  to  investi- 
gate the  amount  of  damage  the  petitioner  had 
sustained  from  the  inefficiency  or  neglect  of  the 
Government  Engineer,  and  that  after  that  in- 
vestigation took  place  they  would  take  steps  to 
settle  the  petitioner's  claims  without  delay. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  contractor  in 
this  case,  as  in  almost  all  other  railway  contracts, 
had  a  remedy  open  to  him,  of  which  he  had  failed 
to  take  advantage,  but  preferred  going  direct  to 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee.  The  recommen- 
dation of  that  Committee  was  forwarded  to  the 
department.  He  (Mr.  Richardson)  instructed  the 
Engiueer-in-Chief  to  read  the  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  Committee,  and  give  his  opinion  thereon. 
The  Engineer-in-Chief  reported  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  evidence  to  warrant  the  making  of 
any  further  payment  to  Mr.  Goodfellow.  He  said 
there  was  a  method  open  to  the  petitioner  to 
have  an  impartial  inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  a 
letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Goodfellow,  on  the 
16th  instant,  informing  him  of  that  fact.  That 
was  the  only  step  the  Public  Works  Department 
was  inclined  to  take  at  present  in  reference  to 
this  matter.  He  would  Lave  an  opportunity  next 
sitting  day  of  going  further  into  tne  matter  as  to 
the  way  in  which  these  questions  came  before  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee.  He  would  say  at 
once  that  he  could  see  no  reason  why  any  petition 
should  be  considered  by  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  at  aU  until  the  contractors  had  first 
availed  themselves  of  the  various  other  sources 
open  to  them  of  obtaining  redress. 

Mr.  MURRAY  wished  to  know  who  the  arbi- 
trator was  that  was  referred  to  in  this  case.  He 
was  informed  that  the  petitioner  did  actually 
bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment before  he  appealed  to  this  House. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  that  in  these  con- 
tracts there  were  certain  conditions  to  be  com- 
plied with.  The  contractor  was  brought  into 
immediate  communication  with  tho  District  Bnffi- 
neer,  and  the  Assistant  Engineer  was  constanUy 
on  the  works.  In  this  case,  the  contractor  did 
bring  the  matter  before  the  District  Engineer, 
and  it  was  considered  by  him  that  he  had  got 
proper  redress.  The  21  st  section  of  the  contract 
provided  that  in  case  of  any  dispute  arising  as  to 
any  matter  connected  with  the  works,  such  dis- 
pute should  be  referred  to  the  arbitrator  named 
in  the  contract,  whose  decision  should  be  con- 
sidered binding  on  all  parties.  The  arbitrator 
named  in  such  contracts  as  this  was  the  Engineer- 
in-Chief,  to  whom  complaints  were  constantly 
referred.  That  officer  inquired  into  those  com- 
plaints, and  he  was  not  aware  that  in  any  coso 
had  objection  been  made  to  his  decisions. 

LAKES  DISTRICT. 
Mr.  MANDERS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
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(1.)  Whether  he  had  been  funuBhed  with  any 
account  of  the  expenditure  by  the  Otago  Pro- 
yincial  Government  of  the  amounts  sanctioned 
by  the  Colonial  Qt>Ternment,  from  the  1st  April 
to  30th  September,  1876  ?  (2.)  If  so  furnished, 
.  if  ho  will  state  the  amount  proposed  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  proyincial  district  of  the  Lakes, 
Otago,  and  the  amount  actually  expended  during 
that  period  in  that  district?  Mis  reason  for 
putting  these  questions  was  that  a  statement  had 
been  made  that  the  outlay  in  his  district  had 
been  in  excess  of  the  revenue  derived  from  it. 
Ho  merely  asked  for  an  account  of  the  expendi- 
ture between  Slst  March  and  30th  June,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  seen  whether  the  statements 
made  were  correct  or  not. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
not  been  furnished  with  any  account.  Of  course, 
the  Government  could  obtain  from  the  Prorincial 
Auditor  a  report  of  the  expenditure  which  had 
taken  place  during  tlie  period  referred  to ;  but  in 
due  course,  the  Provincial  Government  would  pub- 
lish the  accounts  in  the  Provincial  Gazette.  He 
understood  the  statements  of  accounts  were  pub- 
lished in  that  Gazette  quarterly.  The  informa- 
tion referred  to  in  these  two  questions  would  not 
probably  be  obtainable  until  after  the  close  of  the 
session. 

H.  W.  PARNALL. 
Sir  E.  DOUGLAS,  on  the  motion  for  the 
House  resolvine  itself  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
moved.  That  this  House  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  to  consider  an  address 
to  His  Bxcellency  the  Gt)V6mor,  requesting  him 
to  recommend  to  this  House  an  appropriation  of 
£1,050,  to  satisfy  the  claims  that  Mr.  H.  W. 
Famall  has  on  the  Province  of  Auckland,  as 
stated  by  the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee.  The  motion  as  written  did  not  con- 
vey the  meaning  ho  would  hare  wished  it  should, 
for  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  had  reported 
that  Mr.  Famall  had  a  claim  against  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland,  but  did  not  name  any  sum, 
and  this  motion  named  an  arbitrary  sum.  It 
was  well  that  the  matter  should  be  settled,  and 
the  claim  Mr.  Famall  had  against  the  Province  of 
Auckland  satisfied,  as  the  amount  named  in  the 
resolution  was  an  arbitrary  one,  and  he  would  be 

Prepared  to  accept  an  amendment  in  that  respect, 
[e  would  ask  the  Government  to  give  an  intima- 
tion as  to  what  they  intended  to  do  in  the  matter  j 
and  he  hoped  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee,  and  also  other  members  of  the 
Committee,  would  giro  their  views  of  this  matter. 
Mr.  KELLY  wished  to  explain  to  the  House 
the  position  in  which  this  claim  stood.  Mr. 
Farnall  was,  in  1878,  appointed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Auckland,  under  the  Auckland  Waste 
Lands  Act  of  1867,  as  Immigration  Agent  in  Ghreat 
Britain  ;  but  it  appeared  that  the  portion  of  that 
Act  which  empowered  the  Superintendent  to  make 
such  an  appointment  had  been  repealed  by  "  The 
Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act,  1870."  It  was  also 
clear  that  Mr.  Famall  accepted  the  appointment, 
and  performed  some  services,  but  the  extent  and 
value  of  these  services  had  not  been  ascertained. 
The  Committee  reported  that  Mr.  FamaJI  had 


some  claim  against  the  Province  of  Auckland « 
but  the  amount  had  not  been  agreed  to.  He 
thought  the  amount  was  a  matter  between  Mr. 
Farnall  and  the  Provincial  Government  of  Aaok- 
land. 

Major  ATKINSON  hoped  the  House  would 
not  consent  to  this  motion,  because,  as  had  been 
very  fairly  pointed  out  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee,  the  appointment  was 
undoubtedly  illegal.  Mr.  Farnall  was  appointed 
Provincial  Government  Agent  at  the  time,  but 
there  was  no  authority  whatever  to  make  the 
appointment  as  made.  If  there  was  a  daim  at 
all,  it  was  against  the  Provincial  GoTerament  of 
Auckland ;  and  it  should  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Council  of  that  province,  which  had  held  one 
or  two  sessions  since  the  appointment  was  made. 
Ho  should  state  to  the  House  that  the  gentleman 
whose  claim  was  under  consideration  had  issued 
land  orders  without  any  authority  to  do  so,  he 
acting  under  an  authority  which  had  been  re- 
pealed before  he  was  appointed.  No  doubt  very 
great  injustice  had  been  done  to  persons  to  whom 
the  land  orders  were  issued.  Mr.  Farnall's  claim 
should  have  been  mode  to  the  Provincial  Council 
of  Auckland,  and  it  was  not  one  that  the  House 
should  entertain. 

Captain  MOBRIS  said  there  seemed  to  be  a 
wide  margin  between  £1,050  and  nothing.  He 
would  like  to  hear  from  a  representative  of  the 
Provincial  Government  of  Auckland  whether  they 
were  inclined  to  recognize  this  claim  at  all.  It 
would  appear  that  the  petitioner  was  likely  to 
fall  to  the  ground  between  two  stools.  If  he  had 
been  appointed  illegally,  he  had,  at  all  events, 
acted  upon  that  appointment,  and  had  presumed 
that  it  was  a  bond  fide  appointment.  Mr.  Far- 
nall deserved  some  consideration ;  but  whether  he 
should  receive  £1,050  or  not  he  was  unable  to 
say. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  certainly  one  session  of 
the  Provincial  Council  had  been  lield  since  the 
appointment  was  made,  and  ho  might  state  that 
no  sum  WRS  put  upon  the  estimates  for  any  such 
service.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  Council  had 
no  knowledge  of  such  appointment.  The  first  he 
ever  heard  of  it  was  from  the  petition. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  thought  the  whole  question  re- 
quired investigation.  The  gentleman  whose  claim 
was  now  before  the  House  had  issued  land  orders 
to  persons  authorizing  them  to  take  up  lands  on 
what  was  called  the  Katikati  Block — Mr.  Yesey 
Stewart's  settlement.  These  persons  were  in- 
duced to  invest  their  money  in  the  purchase  of 
land,  to  bring  their  families  out  here,  and  to  risk 
their  whole  property — not  to  say  their  future 
lives — under  the  belief  that  they  would  obtain 
land  in  that  settlement;  and  these  unfortunate 
people  up  to  the  present  time  had  got  no  land, 
and  the  province  had  no  land  worthy  of  their  aff- 
oeptance  to  give  them.  Those  land  orders  were, 
he  believed,  issued  without  any  authority  what- 
ever in  law,  and,  he  might  say,  with  no  reason. 
The  persons  to  whom  the  orders  had  been  issued 
were  virtually  those  who  had  been  wronged ;  and 
their  claim  should  be  investigated  as  w3l  as  Mr. 
Farnall's  daim  to  remuneration.  He  was  advised 
that  the  original  appointment  as  Agent  to  the 
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ProTiuM  of  Auckland  was  nnlawful,  and  no  esti- 
mato  whateyer  of  salary  or  payment  to  him  was 
submitted  to  the  Pronncial  Council ;  no  instruc- 
tions were  issued  to  him  as  to  the  duties  he  was 
to  perform;  and,  under  these  circumstances,  it 
was  extremely  doubtful  what  the  nature  and  the 
amount  of  his  daim  might  be.  The  claim  made 
upon  the  Proyincial  GoTemment  was  consider- 
ably larger  than  that  brought  before  the  House ; 
and  he  was  advised  by  the  members  of  the  Provin- 
cial Qovemment  who  made  a  close  investigation 
of  the  matter,  that  no  claim  of  the  kind  would 
lie  against  the  Provincial  Government  of  Auck- 
land at  all.  He  was  very  glad  that  the  matter 
bad  been  referred  to  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee, because  he  would  be  exceedingly  sorry  if 
any  injustice  should  be  done.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, he  could  not  advise  the  House  to  vote 
sncli  a  sum  as  £1,050,  until  some  further  inquiry 
had  been  made  into  the  case.  He  had  received 
no  information  that  would  enable  him  to  come 
to  any  decision  upon  the  subject.  Complete  and 
accurate  accounts  should  be  produced,  and  the 
nature  of  the  claim  established;  and  the  difficul- 
ties into  which  these  unfortunate  people  had  been 
plunged  should  be  iovestiffated  at  the  same  time. 
If  the  province  oontinueo,  the  provincial  autho- 
rities would  make  the  investigation;  but  if  it 
did  not,  those  upon  whomr  the  administration  of 
affairs  devolved  would  have  to  do  so.  At  present, 
he  did  not  think  the  House  should  take  any  steps 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BICHMONB,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, would  say  that  this  gentleman  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Superintendent  in  an  illegal 
manner.  If  the  House  recognized  this  claim  on 
account  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Farnall  as 
agent  for  the  Provincial  Government  of  Auckland, 
he  believed  they  would  make  the  House  respon- 
sible for  the  claims  of  those  who  had  obtamed 
land  orders,  and  liable  to  compensate  them  for 
the  losses  they  suffered  in  consequence  of  the 
illegal  issue  of  those  orders. 

Mr.  GIBBS  would  mention  one  peculiar  mat- 
ter. In  the  paper  submitted  to  the  Committee, 
there  was  no  reference  to  any  remuneration  or  to 
any  salary  proposed  to  be  paid.  No  estimate  had 
been  submittea  by  the  Superintendent  to  the 
Provincial  Council  for  the  payment  of  this  sentle- 
man.  It  appeared  that  when  Mr.  Eamul  was 
proceeding  to  England  as  agent  for  the  Provin- 
cial Government,  he  took  his  departure  without 
anything  more  definite  to  guide  him  than  the 
simple  letter  from  the  Superintendent  retaining 
his  services. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  trusted  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  the  motion.  He  had  investigated  the 
case  as  a  member  of  the  PuUic  Petitions  Com- 
mittee, and  he  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Farnall 
had  no  legal  claim  whatever.  The  appointment 
was  unlawful  in  the  first  instance ;  and  the  action 
of  the  Superintendent,  in  not  bringing  the  matter 
before  the  Provincial  Council,  showed  that  he  had 
no  intention  whatever  of  making  this  a  permanent 
appointment.  The  amount  of  work  done  by 
this  officer  it  was  impossible  for  the  Committee  to 
determine.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  the 
appointment  was  nearly  a  nominal  one,  and  the 


work  done  was  yeiy  small.  It  would  then  be  for 
the  House  to  consider  whether  they  should  give 
£1,000  to  thisgentleman  for  doing  nothing. 

Mr.  SHEEhAN  said,  in  his  opinion,  Mr.  Far^ 
nail  had  a  claim  against  the  Province  of  Auckland 
in  respect  to  his  services  as  Immigration  Agent. 
Whether  the  amount  now  proposM  was  a  right 
one  or  not,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say ;  but  he 
thought  the  provincial  authorities  of  Auckland 
might  agree  to  this  matter  being  inquired  into  by 
some  Auckland  members,  who  could  say  what 
would  be  a  fair  amount  to  allow  to  Mr.  Farnall, 
It  was  quite  true  that  the  appointment  was  an 
illegal  one,  the  Act  of  1867  being  repealed,  and 
therefore  the  land  orders  would  not  hold  good. 
It  was  also  true  that  the  Superintendent  had  not 
consulted  the  Provincial  Executive  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  these  were  not  equitable  objections  to 
raise  to  the  claim.  Mr.  Farnall,  who  was  in 
England  at  the  time,  could  not  know  that  the 
Superintendent  had  not  consulted  the  Provincial 
Council ;  and  if  ho  did  remain  in  England,  and 
performed  the  duties  of  Immigration  Agent,  the 
colony  would  be  acting  unfairly  if  it  did  not 
recognize  his  claims  to  some  extent.  Perhaps, 
the  best  way  would  be  for  three  or  four  Auckland 
members  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  report  to 
the  Superintendent  as  to  the  amount  which  it 
would  be  fair  to  allow  to  Mr.  Farnall ;  and  then 
the  Superintendent  could  ask  the  Gt)vernment  to 
include  this  amount  in  the  provision  they  were 
making  for  the  Province  of  Auckland  during  the 
present  twelve  months. 

Motion  negatived. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Class  YIIL — Publio  Domaiks  and  Buildzvos. 

Public  Buildings,  £27,615. 

Mr.  BICHABdSON  said  there  was  a  consider- 
able increase  in  the  amount  put  down  for  depart- 
mental buildings  over  the  amount  voted  last  year* 
This  inrroase  was  meant  to  provide  for  the  repair 
of  provincial  buildings,  which  the  General  Gk>- 
vemment  would  have  to  take  over.  It  had  been 
impossible,  of  course,  to  know  what  the  exact 
amount  should  be ;  but  further  inquiry  led  him  to 
the  belief  that  so  much  as  was  put  down  would 
not  be  required.  He  would  therefore  move.  That 
the  item  Departmental  Buildings  be  reduced  by 
£4,000. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  wished  to  know  why 
there  was  £450  put  down  for  Ministerial  resi- 
dences, instead  of  £350  as  last  year. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  replied  that  £1,500  was 
voted  last  year  for  furniture  for  Government 
buildings  throughout  the  colony ;  but  it  was 
thought  better  to  apportion  the  sums  this  year  to 
the  different  buildings,  and  consequently  £100 
had  been  put  down  to  Ministerial  residences. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  how  the  £3,200  for 
Couit-houscs  was  to  be  distributed  P 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  FaiJ  this  amount  was  for 
general  repairs  of  Court-houses  throughout  tho 
colony,  with  tho  exception  of  £1,500  for  the 
Duuedin  Court-house,  which  sum  was  voted  lust 
year,  but  not  expended. 
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Mr.  WASOK  wiihed  to  express  an  opinion 
irith  regard  to  heating  tlio  new  GoTemment 
buildings  which  were  being  erected  in  Wellington. 
He  believed  there  were  a£)at  100  rooms  in  those 
buildings,  each  having  an  open  fireplace.  The 
consequence  was  that  there  was  serious  risk  of 
fire,  and  extra  expense  in  having  to  keep  men  to 
attend  to  those  fires.  It  would  be  much  better  if 
one  warming  apparatus  for  the  whole  building 
were  used,  when  one  man  could  do  all  the  work, 
and  the  danger  of  fire  would  be  infinitesimal. 

Mr.  LABNAGH  called  attention  to  the  item 
Oontingencies,  £2,000.  No  doubt  it  was  necessary 
to  take  a  vote  to  meet  unforeseen  circumstances, 
but  the  lump  sum  for  contingencies  on  these  esti- 
mates was  very  large,  and  some  explanation  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  Committee,  at  all  events  with 
regard  to  the  principal  items. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  a  sum  was  always 
placed  on  the  estimates  for  contingencies.  He 
had  already  made  a  considerable  reduction  upon 
these  items.  They  could  not  forsee  what  mieht 
arise  in  connection  with  these  buildings,  which 
might  require  additional  expenditure  to  be  made. 
The  honorable  member  had  moved  for  a  return  of 
the  money  expended  on  the  public  buildings,  and 
that  return  would  show  how  every  penny  of  the 
money  had  been  expended. 

Item,  as  reduced  to  £1,800,  agreed  to. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  moved  that  the  item  Ministerial 
Besidences,  £460,  be  struck  out,  in  the  hope  that 
these  residences  would  be  done  away  with  alto- 
gether. The  House  had  very  little  idea  of  the  cost 
of  these  Ministerial  residences.  Making  a  fair 
allowance  for  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  money 
invested,  the  cost  of  each  of  these  three  resi- 
dences was  between  £700  and  £800  a  year.  That 
amount  would  make  the  Premier's  salary  equal  to 
£2,600  a  year.  'He  was  informed  that  those  resi- 
dences were  furnished  throughout,  and  in  the 
most  extravagant  manner — that  even  a  requisition 
had  been  sent  in  for  a  corkscrew.  He  should  be 
glad  to  learn  that  such  was  not  the  case.  The 
cost  of  these  residences  was  an  addition  to  the 
salaries  of  Ministers,  which  should  not  be  made. 

Mr.  BIOHABDSON  hoped  this  item  would  not 
be  struck  out  until  the  House  knew  whether  or 
not  the  Ministerial  residences  should  bo  done 
away  with.  The  buildings  must  be  kept  in  a 
state  of  repair.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  more 
than  the  ordinary  quantity  of  furniture  was  pro- 
vided for  these  residences. 

Mr.  LUSK  would  like  to  know  how  many 
residences  had  to  bo  kept  in  repair. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  there  were  three  be- 
longing to  the  Govei*nment,  and  two  leased. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  the  residences  were 
very  plainly  furnished.  It  was  absolutely  neces- 
-  sary  that  thev  should  be  furnished.  If  they  did 
away  with  those  residences,  there  would  be  a 
great  difficulty  in  getting  Ministers  to  reside  in 
Wellington.  They  would  have  entirely  a  Wel- 
lington Government,  and  that  would  be  the  wont 
thing  that  could  happen  to  the  colony.  The 
salaries  paid  would  not  be  sufficient  to  tempt  any 
one  to  reside  in  Wellington  if  they  had  to  find 
themselves  houses ;  they  were  barely  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  Ministers. 


Mr.  W.  WOOD  knew  of  Ministers  living  in 
private  lodgings,  and  occupying  houses  at  a  rental 
of  not  more  than  £6  a  month.  They  did  not 
serve  their  country  the  less  effectively  b^  living 
in  humble  residences.  He  did  not  think  the 
country  should  be  put  to  the  enormous  expense 
of  keeping  up  five  Ministerial  residences. 

Sir  G.  GIuST  said  it  should  not  be  a  question 
of  tempting  sentlemen  to  act  as  Ministers.  If 
there  was  no  love  for  the  service  of  the  country, 
no  salaries  that  could  bo  paid  would  t«mpt  men 
to  undertake  such  duties.  In  wealthy  colonies, 
there  was  no  such  expenditure  for  Ministerial 
residences.  This  was  an  extravagance  which  had 
grown  up  recently  in  this  colony,  and  which  ongbt 
to  be  checked  at  once.  It  would  be  infinitely 
better  to  make  a  house  allowance.  If  Wellington 
was  to  continue  to  be  the  capital  of  the  colony, 
the  inhabitants  would  furnish  houses  which  could 
be  rented  suitable  for  Ministers  and  others  to  re* 
side  in.  It  was  wrong  to  continue  an  expenditure 
of  this  kind.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  to  keep  his  own  house  in  repair. 
Considerable  expense  had  been  incurred  upon  the 
residence  of  the  late  Premier.  Ministers  should 
make  some  sacrifices  for  the  good  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  show  they  desired  to  live  economically. 
They  would  have  enormously  added  to  their  in- 
fluence if  they  had  themselves  proposed  that 
these  Ministerial  residences  should  be  done  away 
with,  instead  of  forcing  such  demands  upon  the 
country. 

Mr.  S  WANSON  said  a  short  time  ago  they  bad 
a  discussion  about  increasing  the  honorarium,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  enable  poor  men  of  talent 
and  ability  to  enter  this  House.  Were  those  men 
expected  to  come  here  and  live  in  palaces  ?  Not 
at  all.  It  was  frugality,  and  not  extravagance 
and  waste,  that  should  be  insisted  upon.  The 
Ministerial  residences  ought  to  be  kept  in  repair 
so  long  as  they  owned  them,  but  they  should  get 
rid  of  these  residences  altogether,  and  thus  relieve 
the  country  of  an  enormous  expense.  He  did 
not  think  the  oountiy  should  be  called  upon  to 
furnish  these  houses.  In  that  respect  ail  the 
Ministers  should  be  dealt  with  alike. 

Mr,  BXJBNS  had  always  been  of  opinion  that 
the  furniture  of  these  residences  had  been  pur- 
chased at  a  very  heavy  cost.  The  keeping  of 
these  old  buildings  in  repair  had  been  costly.  It 
would  be  much  better  to  vote  a  handsome  house 
allowance,  and  get  rid  of  the  Ministerial.residenoes 
altogether.  The  Ministers  would  then  be  able  to 
select  a  house  to  suit  their  own  convenience. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  that  the  discussion 
should  not  be  taken  upon  this  item,  but  rather 
upon  another  occasion  when  the  question  of 
selling  the  Ministerial  residences  would  come 
before  the  House.  The  item  they  were  now  dis- 
cussing  would  have  to  be  passed  whether  they 
determined  to  sell  the  residences  or  not,  because 
they  must  be  kept  in  repair.  Had  the  Ministry 
desired  to  attain  a  sort  of  sham  popularity,  they 
might  have  come  down  with  proposals  to  reduce 
their  salaries,  and  strike  off  this  vote,  but  for 
doing  that  they  would  have  been  laughed  at  by 
the  country.  The  figures  produced  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  East  were  in- 
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aeeQTftta.  The  only  rendences  that  had  been 
bought  within  the  last  fourteen  years  were  that 
in  Molesworth  Street,  which  had  cost  something 
orer  £3,000,  and  that  occupied  bj  the  Biinister 
€i  Justice,  which  had  cost  about  £2,000.  He  be- 
liered  that  both  these  would  sell  for  what  they 
had  cost.  He  did  not  know  the  cost  of  tlie  resi- 
dence lately  occupied  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  but  he 
thouffht  it  might  be  put  down  at  £10,000 ;  and 
two  nouses  were  rented,  one  at  £150,  and  the 
other  at  £200  a  year.  From  these  figures,  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  residences  did  not  cost 
nearly  so  much  as  the  honorable  member  had 
nid.  While  he  did  not  desire  to  see  things  kept 
up  at  an  extravagant  rate,  and  recognized  that  it 
was  right  to  brine  expenditure  within  reasonable 
limits,  he  thought  it  was  desirable  that  these 
fesidenoes  should  be  maintained.  One  reason 
was  that  it  was  desirable  to  facilitate  the  acquisi- 
tion of  office  by  any  honorable  gentleman  the 
House  might  think  fit  to  occupy  the  position  of 
Minister.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  a  Minis- 
ter, on  taking  office,  should  be  prepared  to  leave 
his  family  for  one  or  two  years ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  it  could  not  be  ejected,  with  but  an 
uncertain  tennre  of  office,  that  a  Minister  would 
go  to  the  expense  of  furnishing  a  house  in  Welling- 
ton. No  prudent  man  they  could  wish  to  have 
for  a  Minister  would  attempt  to  do  such  a  thing. 
If  the  House  desired  their  Ministers  to  live  in 
lod^ngs — to  have  no  habitations,  and,  as  it  were, 
to  Ure  as  temporary  tenants — it  would  be  quite 
reasonable  only  to  make  the  allowance ;  but  in 
that  case,  he  would  not  furnish  a  house,  but 
would  go  into  lodgings.  He  was  quite  certain 
that  no  increase  in  the  allowance,  even  from  £150 
to  £800,  would  justify  any  Minister  in  fnr- 
Biahing  a  house.  He  would  jsertainly,  when  the 
question  came  before  them,  vote  for  the  retention 
of  the  Ministerial  residences,  because,  looking  at 
the  matter  from  a  colonial  point  of  view,  he 
believed  it  would  be  wiser  and  more  economical 
to  do  so.  An  honorable  member  had  refen*ed  to 
the  buildings  as  palaces,  but  that  was  absurd. 
In  the  house  he  occupied,  there  was  not  sufficient 
accommodation  for  his  family,  and  he  really  had 
not  a  spare  room  to  offer  a  friend. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON  would  vote  for  the  rale 
of  the  Ministerial  residences,  unless  the  salaries  of 
Ministers  were  reduced.  Instead  of  the  country 
being  better  served  by  its  Ministers  since  the 
system  of  extravagance  initiated  by  Sir  Julius 
•  Vogel,  it  had  been  worse  served  than  it  ever  had 
been  before.  It  was  desirable  Ministers  should 
set  to  the  colony  an  example  of  retrenchment. 

Sir  G*.  G-RET  said  his  calculations  were  abso- 
lutely accurate.  By  the  admission  of  Ministers, 
the  residences  cost  £17,600,  and  the  furniture  in 
them  would,  he  was  fatisfied,  cost  between  £2,000 
and  £3,000,  and  that  would  make  the  total  sum 
£20,000  for  three  residences.  The  depreciation 
in  houses  and  furniture  would  amount  to  at  the 
least  8  per  cent,  a  year  upon  their  cost,  which 
was  equal  to  a  charge  ot  £1,600 ;  then  there 
was  £600  for  repairs,  which  would  be  about  the 
average;  and  gardeners,  £200  or  £800.  That 
made  the  annual  charge  equal  to  £2,800  or 
£2|400,  whiob,  divided  by  three,  gave  the  result 
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he  had  stated.  He  would  ask  the  Committee 
whether  he  had  not  been  justified  in  saying  that 
these  residences  cost  £700  or  £800  a  year  eaeli. 
It  would  be  infinitely  better  to  pay  a  good 
allowance  to  each  Minister  for  rental.  With 
regard  to  the  statement  that  no  houses  were  ob- 
tainable in  Wellington,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  supply  would  equal  the  demand  ;  but  the 
course  which  had  been  taken  would  preveut  suit- 
able houses  being  obtained.  Unless  they  were 
told  how  soon  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  question  of  the  sale  of  the  resi- 
dences, they  ought  to  decide  the  matter  upon  the 
vote,  because  members  were  going  away  day  by 
day,  and  he  would  therefore  persist  in  the  motion 
he  had  made. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  it  was  an  un- 
fortunate thing  that  they  had  to  decide  as  to  this 
vote  now  J  for  if  the  residences  were  ordered  to  be 
sold,  this  item  would  not  be  required.  If  there 
was  any  expectation  of  the  debate  coming  on  iu  a 
reasonable  time,  he  should  vote  for  this  item. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  motion  pro- 
posing the  sale  of  the  Ministerial  residences  would 
be  the  first  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  thought  8  per  cent,  was  not  a 
sufficiently  large  allowance  to  make  for  the  annual 
depreciation  of  wooden  houses  and  furniture. 
Ho  thought  14  per  cent,  ought  to  be  allowed. 

Sir  G.  Gsbt'b  amendment  was  negatived. 

Item,  PubUc  Buildings,  as  reduced  to  £28,516, 
agreed  to. 

Office  of  the  Colonial  Architect,  £1,956. 

Mr.  SWANSON  understood  that  the  Colonial 
Architect  was  allowed  to  practise  his  profession 
privately,  and  he  would  like  to  know  whether  thS 
officers  of  the  department  who  were  paid  by  the 
colony  were  allowed  to  assist  him  in  that. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  intended  to  move  that  the 
salary  of  the  Colonial  Architect  shoidd  bo  re- 
duced. Membera  could  not  get  the  House  put  in 
proper  order,  and  perhaps  if  they  reduced  the 
Arcnitect*s  salary  he  might  pay  more  attention 
to  it.  If  they  could  not  get  the  condition  of  the 
House  improved,  tlioy  could  get  rid  of  the  Archi- 
tect. He  would  move  that  the  salary  be  reduced 
by  £5. 

Mr.  BICHAKDSON  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Colonial  Architect  had  an  engnge- 
ment,  and  would  be  entitled  to  notice. 

Mr.  MUBRAT  would  move  that  the  vote  be 
reduced  bv  £470.  That  reduction  would  bring 
the  cost  of  the  department  for  a  year  to  £1,000, 
for  a  part  of  the  year  had  passed.  He  had  been 
at  some  trouble  to  make  inquiries  in  this  matter, 
and  he  was  in  a  position  to  state  that  a  competent 
professional  man  was  prepared  to  undertake  the 
whole  duties  of  this  department  for  £1,000  a 
year.  From  the  manner  in  which  tlie  Colonial 
Architect  had  performed  his  duties  he  did  not 
appear  to  be  the  right  roan  for  the  office. 

Mr.  BABFF  agreed  that  there  ought  to  be 
some  indication  given  by  the  House  of  their 
disapproval  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Colonial 
Architect  had  carried  out  his  duties  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Parliament  Buildings.  It  would 
be  better  to  appoint  a  messenger  of  the  House 
to  attend  to  the  ventilation ;   for  it  appeared 
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that  there  was  no  inspection  of  the  haildings 
or  anything  of  that  sort  done  by  Die  Colonial 
Architect.  If  that  officer  had  been  compelled 
to  sit  in  the  House  as  long  as  members,  and 
had  suffi^rad  from  headache  caased  by  bad  ren- 
tUation,  as  most  of  them  had  done,  he  would 
hare  taken  more  trouble  to  improve  the  Tenti- 
lation,  which  at  present  was  in  a  roiy  disgraceful 
state.  A  reduction  in  the  salary  would  be  an  in- 
dication that  the  officer  should  attend  to  his  duties. 

Mr.  LABNAGH  thought  the  Architect  might 
haTO  been  acting  under  instructions  with  regard 
to  the  erection  of  the  building,  and  that  the 
Tote  ought  not  to  be  interfered  with  until  that 
officer  had  an  opportunity  of  giring  an  explan- 
ation. 

Mr.  SWAN30N  informed  the  Committee  that 
when  it  was  agreed  to  erect  these  buildings,  it 
was  proposed  to  appoint  a  Commission  to  instruct 
the  Architect ;  but  it  had  been  thought  better 
to  leaye  the  whole  responsibility  with  that  officer, 
who  would  either  get  the  credit  or  disgrace,  as 
the  result  might  justify.  When  the  House  first 
met  in  that  building,  members  could  not  hear 
each  other  talking ;  and  although  many  attempts 
had  been  made  to  improye  its  acoustic  properties, 
yet  it  was  still  difficult  and  sometimes  impos- 
sible to  hear  members.  The  Hall,  as  a  place 
for  people  to  consult  or  debate  in,  was  a  decided 
£ulure,  and  the  sooner  it  was  alterad  the  better. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  desired  to  point  out  to 
the  Committee,  before  they  agreed  to  reduce  the 
YOte,  that  the  Gk>Temment  luid  been  instructed 
to  call  for  competitive  designs  for  a  new  Par- 
liamentary Library,  and  that  the  architect  whose 
^lans  were  adopted,  and  who  had  to  superintend 
its  erection,  would  reoeire  more  in  commission 
than  the  entire  salary  of  the  Colonial  Archi- 
tect. When  new  public  buildings  wore  erected 
after  the  fire  in  Auckland,  an  architect  was  em- 
ployed there,  and  his  oommission  amounted  to  a 
mat  deal  more  than  the  whole  expense  of  the 
Colonial  Arohiteet's  Department.  Ijast  year  the 
Colonial  Architect  had  supervised  the  erection  of 
buildings  which  cost  £70,000,  and  the  ordinary 
fees  of  an  architect  on  that  would  haye  amounted 
to  a  yexy  large  sum. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  said  that  architects  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony  superintended  the  erection 
of  Ghovemment  buildings.  With  respect  to  the 
erection  of  a  new  Parliamentary  fiibrazy,  he 
would  point  out  that  the  money  for  it  had  not 
yet  been  voted,  and  he  sincerely  trusted  it  ^ould 
not  be  voted.  It  was  proposed  to  erect  a  library 
at  a  cost  of  £15,000,  and  that  was  beyond  the 
menns  of  the  colony  at  present.  The  Colonial 
Architect  did  not  go  out  of  Wellington ;  and  if 
he  did  it  would  not  tend  much  to  the  advantage 
of  the  public  service.  He  would  instance  the 
Milton  Post  Office,  which  was,  when  first  erected, 
utterly  untenable,  as  the  water  came  in  in  all 
directions.  The  buildings  throughout  the  colony 
desigpied  by  this  office  were  of  a  piece  with  the 
Parliamentary  Chambers,  which  m  one  way  or 
another  had  cost  some  £16,000  during  the  last 
fewyears. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  it  was  not  fair  to  blame  the 
Colonial  Arohiteot  for  the  construction  of  the 


Chamber  in  which  they  were  sitting,  tw  he  knew 
the  former  Speaker  had  a  great  deal  to  aay  to  the 
matter.  He  would  therefore  like  to  know  what 
amount  of  blame  attached  to  each  of  these  gentle- 
men before  he  condemned  the  Colonial  Architect 
It  was  very  difficult  to  construct  a  public  cham- 
ber in  which  a  number  of  persons  had  to  meet  so 
that  they  could  hear  each  other  in  all  parts.  He 
must  say  the  Cliamber  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives was  a  great  failure  in  that  respect  at  first, 
but  it  had  since  been  much  improved.  It  would 
no  doubt  be  possible  to  improve  the  ventilation, 
but  it  would  cost,  he  believed,  nearly  iS2,000  to 
have  it  properly  done,  and  there  was  no  Tote  on 
the  estimates  for  the  purpose.  It  would  be 
necessary  to  have  machinery  for  withdrawing  the 
foul  air  and  introducing  fresh ;  and  all  applica- 
tions of  machine  power  involved  expense. 

Mr.  BUBNS  had  been  told  thai  there  waa  an 
architect  in  the  town  who  would  undertake  to 
properly  ventilate  the  Chamber  for  £230,  and  still 
leave  himself  a  fair  profit. 

Mr.  SWANSON  thought  that  some  sort  of 
reflection  seemed  to  have  been  oast  by  the  Minis- 
ter fbr  Public  Works  upon  the  arcliitcct  who  put 
up  the  buildings  in  Auckland ;  and  he  might  tell 
the  Committee  that  it  might  be  well  to  get  that 
architect  to  come  down  to  Wellington  and  look 
at  these  buildings,  when  he  would  very  likely 
improve  them.  There  was  not  a  building  in  the 
colony  better  constructed  than  the  Custom  Hoose 
and  Post  Office  at  Auckland.  This  gentleman 
had  also  succeeded  in  effecting  a  change  which 
was  very  much  wanted,  by  making  the  officials 
there  civil;  for  they  were  now  brought  face  to 
£sce  with  the  public,  having  to  serve  them  over 
the  counter  instead  of  through  a  window.  He 
was  sure  the  legislation  of  the  House  had  been 
often  much  affected  by  the  impossibility  of  hear- 
ing what  was  going  on  in  the  Chamber.  There 
was  a  vote  pasMd  the  other  evening  by  the  cast- 
ing vote  OT  the  Chairman  which  he  was  sure 
would  have  gone  the  other  way  if  honorable 
members  had  only  heard  what  was  going  on. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  expUuned  that  he  did  not 
cast  the  slightest  reflection  upon  the  architect 
who  put  up  the  public  bmlduigs  in  Auckland. 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed  he  was  a  most  effi- 
cient man. 

Mr.  KELLY  wished  to  draw  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  post  offices  throughout  the  colony. 
A  thorough  change  was  required  in  almost  all  of 
them.  Tne  accommodation  at  present  was  most, 
insufficient ;  and  it  would  be  much  better  if  the 
public  could  go  inside  the  buildings  and  do  their 
business  at  a  counter  than  to  have  to  stand  out- 
side at  a  small  window  in  an  inconvenient  position 
and  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Sir  B.  DOUaLAS  expUined  thot  he  had 
moved  the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  Colonial 
Architect  by  £5,  in  order  to  ascertain  who  was  to 
blame  for  the  &ulty  construction  of  the  Chamber 
in  which  they  sat. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the  Colouial  Archi- 
tect was  bound  to  answer  any  questions  put  to 
him  bjr  the  House  Committee ;  and  he  hopied  the 
Committee  would  not  take  such  a  course  as  that 
proposed  to  get  information. 
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Question  put,  "  Tbafc  the  item  '  Colonial  Archi- 
tect, £700/  be  reduced  by  £5  j"  upon  which  a 
diTision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

18 


Ayes         

Noes 

Majority  against ... 


27 


Atss. 


Mr.  Baigont, 
Mr.  BurnSi 
Mr.  Do  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr..Murray, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Sterens, 


Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Barfi; 
Sir  B.  Douglas. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Andrew,  Mr.  Qc.  McLean, 

Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Button,  Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Dignan,  Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Qibbs,  Mr.  Tole, 

Sir  Qt,  Orej,  Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Hursthouse,  Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Woolcock. 
Captain  Kenny,  Tellers, 

Mr.  Larnach,  Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Lumsden,  Mr.  Fyke. 

Faibs. 
For.  Against. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown,  Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Hodgkiuson,  Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Seaton,  Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Sheehau.  |  Mr.  Fitzroy. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
Sir  B.  DOUaLAS  would  move,  That  the  item 
"  Out-door  Inspector,  £176,"  be  reduced  by  £6, 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  who  was  in  fault 
for  the  disgraceful  state  of  the  Parliamentoiy 
Buildings. 

Mr.  BUBNS  moved  that  the  item,  <' Colonial 
Architect,  £700,"  be  struck  out.    That  would 
exactly  meet  the  views  of  those  honorable  mem- 
bers who  thouglit  this  department  could  be  done 
-  away  with  altogether. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  that  this  officer  had 
received  his  appointment  under  an  arrangement 
made  by  the  House  itself.  Four  months  of  the 
present  financial  year  had  already  passed;  and 
as  the  salary  for  that  period  had  sJready  been 
paid,  the  item  could  not  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  that  if  the  item  <'  Colonial 
Architect,  £600,"  should  be  struck  out,  it  would 
be  easy  for  the  Government  to  place  a  sum  on 
the  supplementary  estimates  as  payment  of  the 
balance  of  salary  or  compensation  on  the  dis- 
charge of  that  officer. 

Mr.  BARFF  said  that  since  the  discussion  took 
place  in  the  afternoon  on  this  item,  he  had  made 


some  inquiries,  and  from  the  information  he  had 
received  ho  did  not  think  so  much  blame  was  to 
be  attached  to  the  Colonial  Architect  as  had  been 
cast  upon  him.  It  appeared  that  there  was  a 
person  employed  whoso  duty  it  was  to  be  in  the 
building  during  the  time  the  House  was  sitting ; 
and  that  person  had  orders  from  the  Colonial 
Architect  to  receive  direct  instructions  from  the 
Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  as  to  any- 
thing connected  with  the  ventilation  of  the 
House.  He  said  this  much  for  the  purpose  of 
toning  down  any  remarks  ho  had  mnde  as  to  the 
supposed  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  ^ho 
Colonial  Architect. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  item  '  Colonial  Ar- 
chitect, £700,'  be  struck  out ;"  upon  wliich  a  divi- 
sion was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         14 

Noes         26 


Majority  against ... 


12 


Mr.  Do  Lautour, 
Sir  B.  Doughis, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Seaton, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigeut, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 


Atb9. 

Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Williams. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Thomson. 
Nobs. 

Mr.  Qt.  McLean, 
Mr.  MoorhousOy 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bichmond, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Fyke. 
Faib. 

For.  Ayainst. 

Mr.  Hodgkinson.  |  Mr.  Bunny. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Sir  B.  DOUGLAS    moved,    That    the  item 
"  Out-door  Inspector,  £176,"  be  reduced  by  £6. 

Mr.  MANDKBS  thought  they  should  pass  the 
estimates  as  they  stood,  and  thereby  throw  the 
responsibility  upon  Ministers  for  canying  out  the 
assurances  they  had  given.  He  did  not  think 
the  estimates  could  be  reduced  to  any  extent  com- 
mensurate with  the  time  spent  in  discussing  the 
various  items. 

Mr.  BABFF  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  fact  that  an  increase  was  proposed 
in  every  item  for  this  office,  and  the  Committee 
should  consider  whether  they  would  agree  to  the' 
increases,  or  would  strike  out  the  vote  altogether 
and  deal  with  the  matter  in  another  manner. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  two  of  the  offioen, 
the  Chief  Draftsman  and  the  Aooonntant,  had 
been  promised  an  increase  of  £26  a  jmt,  and  they 
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were  both  rexy  eflScient  offioen.  It  was  doubt- 
ful whether  the  serrices  of  the  Assistant  Drafts- 
man would  be  retained  all  through  the  year,  and 
it  would  depend  upon  the  buildings  undertaken. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden 
would  withdraw  the  amendment  to  reduce  the 
salary  of  the  Out-door  Inspector  by  £5,  now  that 
the  subject  had  been  rentilated. 

Sir  B.  DOUQLAS  desired  to  eee  that  the  work 
was  done  properly,  and  that  the  House  should 
haye  some  control  over  what  was  done  with  its 
own  premises.  Howeyeri  he  would  ask  leave  to 
with(uraw  the  amendment. 

Sir  B.  DouaLAfi's  amendment  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  would  move,  That  the 
item  "Chief  Draftsman,  £325/;  be  reduced  by 
£25.  He  intended  to  moye  that  all  the  increases 
proposed  in  this  department  should  be  struck  out ; 
and  he  would  like  to  see  the  whole  department 
done  awar  with.  He  would  rather  see  £5,000  a 
year  paid  to  first-class  architects  than  hare  the 
work  done  by  one  officer,  especially  when  he 
was  allowed  to  do  priyate  practice ;  for  when  he 
attended  to  that,  he  would  neglect  the  work  of 
the  colony.  He  would  like  to  see  some  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  Oolonial  Architect,  whether 
the  present  officer  or  another,  should  be  paid  by 
commission,  and  should  giye  the  whole  of  hu 
attention  to  the  Ghoyemment  work.  By  that 
means  they  would  haye  the  work  well  done,  in- 
stead of  miding  that  a  building,  when  finished, 
was  something  to  be  ashamed  of,  and  had  to  be 
altered  and  out  to  pieces.  The  Minister  said,  if 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  Committee  to  hare  a  new 
arrangement,  that  might  be  done.  They  would 
haye  nothing  but  fights  about  the  office  of  Colo- 
nial Architect  until  it  was  abolished.  At  first 
the  Architect  received  a  kind  of  retaining  fee  of 
£250  a  year  and  a  commission  upon  works  exe- 
cuted, and  he  had  to  find  eyerything ;  but  there 
was  a  department  which  cost  £1,950  a  year,  and 
the  Architect  was  still  allowed  to  take  private 
practice.  There  appeared  to  be  a  larger  percent- 
age in  this  department  than  in  any  other  this 
year.  The  worst  of  all  was  that  the  work  was 
not  well  done,  for  the  simple  reason  that  no 
architect  could  undertake  to  do  it  for  £700  a 
year,  and  he  had  to  supplement  his  income  by 
private  practice,  to  the  neglect  of  Government 
work.  He  would  move.  That  the  item  "Chief 
Draftsman,  £825,"  be  reduced  by  £25. 

Mr.  Wakefibld's  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  thought  that,  in  the  financial 
position  of  the  colony,  it  was  not  likely  that  many 
new  buildings  would  be  erected ;  and  they  should 
bo  careful  not  to  vote  any  salaries  that  might  be 
unnecessary.  He  would  divide  the  Committee 
on  the  question  of  the  vote  for  the  department^ 
and  record  his  protest  with  his  vote. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  vote  '  Office  of  the 
Colonial  Architect,  £1,955,'  be  agreed  to ;  '* 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  tiie 
following  result : — 

Aves         29 

Noes        20 


Migority  for 


9 


AtB8. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Carrington, 

lir.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Tellen. 

Mr.  aibbs, 

Mr.  a.  McLean, 

Mr.  Bichmond. 

Kosfl. 

Mr.  Baigenfr, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Sheehao, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  De  LauUmr, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Teschemaker^ 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Lusk, 

TelUn, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.Beid, 

Mr.  Mnrmy. 

C1.A88  IX. — ^Bailwatb. 

Head.  Office  and  Audit,  WeUington,  £4,917 
10s. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  moved.  That  the  item  <<  Super- 
intending Engineer,  £800,"  be  reduced  by  £1001 
The  salary  last  year  was  £700,  and  the  state  of 
the  finances  was  not  such  as  to  warrant  an  in- 
crease.   Was  not  this  gentleman  Mr.  Pasemore  P 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  explained  that  this  officer 
was  general  manager  of  sJil  the  railways  in  the 
colony  worked  by  the  Government.  Am  Mr. 
Passmore's  name  had  been  mentioned,  he  might 
state  that  no  man  in  the  QDvemment  service  bad 
a  more  disagreeable  task  to  perform  than  he  had 
in  the  introduction  of  a  new  system  on  the 
various  railways  under  his  charge.  Ho&orablB 
members  from  Canterbury  and  Otago  would 
know  what  odium  attached  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  the  management  of  railways  in  the  ear- 
lier days  of  working  them.  The  salary  put  down 
to  the  office  was  only  the  same  as  that  of  each  of 
two  officials  in  Canterbury  who  divided  the  work 
between  them,  and  was  less  than  the  salary  paid 
to  the  gentleman  who  held  the  same  poaition  in 
Otago.  He  was  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
saying  that  Mr.  Passmore  was  second  to  no  engi- 
neer in  the  management  of  railways,  and  before 
he  came  to  tlie  colony  he  had  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years'  experience  in  other  countries.  Of  course 
the  Ghovemment  were  responsible  that  the  duties 
were  properly  performea,  and  were  the  best 
judges  of  whether  the  person  holding  the  office 
was  fit  for  the  position  or  not.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  reduce  this  salary,  as  it  was 
not  even  now  nearly  commensurate  to  the  duties 
which  had  to  be  performed. 

Mr.  MUBBAY,  after  the  explanation  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  would  withdraw  hii 
idment. 
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Mr.  LUSK  would  take  up  the  amendment  and 
move  it,  for  this  reason,  that  the  Committee  was 
asked  to  pass  this  yote  on  account  of  the  onerous 
duties  which  this  gentleman  had  to  perform,  and 
the  disagreeable  nature  df  those  duties.  But  his 
(Mr.  Lusk's)  experience  was  that  the  effect  upon 
these  who  were  interested  in  the  railways  was 
much  more  disagreeable  through  the  bad  manaee- 
ment  of  the  railways.  No  one  tra? elling  on  the 
Auckland  rulwajs  could  say  that  they  were  well 
managed — not  through  any  fiiult  in  the  local 
management,  but  in  consequence  of  instructions 
issued  by  the  head  office  in  Wellington.  He  had 
to^en  care  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  had 
Of  er  and  oyer  acain  been  told,  "  We  cannot  do 
anything.  We  haye  orders  from  Mr.  Pasamore, 
and  we  must  caxrj  them  out."  It  was  a  mistake 
to  manace  the  raUways  in  all  parts  of  the  colony 
from  Wellington;  because  there  was  no  use  in 
those  suffering  from  mismanagement  complaining 
to  the  local  managers,  and  every  one  knew  that 
no  result  came  from  applications  to  the  head 
office  in  Wellington.  He  oould  say,  on  the  part 
of  the  Franklin  people,  that  the  railway  there, 
under  the  present  system  of  management,  was  no 
benefit  to  the  district.  He  therefore  entered  his 
protest  ag»inst  Pftying  this  extra  £100  a  year  to 
the  SupeiintendingEngineer. 

Mr.  WHITA&EB  iaid  it  was  unfortunate 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  not  present  when 
a  discussion  took  place  on  this  subject  on  a  pre- 
Tious  day,  or  he  might  haTO  spared  himself  and 
the  Committee  the  speech  he  had  just  made.  It 
was  then  arranged  tnat  a  Commission  should  be 
appointed  during  the  recees  to  inquire  into  this 
matter,  and  the  members  of  the  Commission  wore 
to  be  Mr.  Maoiarlane,  Mr.  Swanson,  and  Mr. 
Beader  Wood.  With  reg»rd  to  the  salary,  he 
thought  that  the  real  question  was,  what  was  the 
proper  saliury  for  the  office  ?  They  should  sepa- 
rate the  salary  from  the  man.  Saperintendmg 
Bngineers  in  other  parts  of  the  colony  were  get- 
ting the  same  salary  as  the  one  proposed,  ana  it 
would  be  inyidious  to  pay  this  officer  less  than 
was  paid  elsewhere.  Wnether  Mr.  Passmore  was 
an  efficient  officer  was  another  question,  and  some 
light  would  be  thrown  on  that  when  the  Commis- 
sion to  which  he  had  referred  had  finished  its 
inveetigations.  He  hoped  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin  woula  not^  therefore,  press  liis 
amendment. 

Mr.  BABFF  did  not  agree  with  the  Post- 
master-General that  the  saLiiy  should  be  sepa- 
rated from  the  roan.  There  were  cases  where  it 
was  impossible  to  do  so;  and  he  would  remind 
the  gentlemen  who  were  about  to  mske  this  rail- 
way inquiry,  that  this  particular  officer,  to  whom 
it  was  proposed  to  giye  £100  a  year  extra,  did  not 
beliere  in  high  salaries  being  paid  to  thoee  be- 
neath him.  For  instance,  when  he  was  at  Gh«y- 
mottth,  he  wanted  to  get  a  traffic  numager  for  £2 
a  week. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
nsan  was  entirely  mistaken.  The  lowest  salary 
paid  to  traffic  managers  was  £800  a  year. 

Mr.  BABFF  said  he  saw  it  stated  in  a  Orey- 
month  Pftper  that  Mr.  Passmore  canyassed  the 
wMo  wtciot  to  fixid  a  maa  who  woold  under- 


take the  duties  for  £2  a  week;  and  that  state- 
ment was  not  contradicted. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  that  the  Gof  emment 
coidd  not  undertake  to  correct  all  that  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  in  regard  to  this  or  any  other 
department. 

Mr.  LtJSK  accepted  the  explanation  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
his  amendment. 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Item,  £4,617  10s.,  agreed  to. 

Northern  BaUways,  £8f;,181  6s. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  said  ihe  Government  seemed 
to  devote  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  railways,  to 
the  neglect  of  main  roads.  On  the  previous  day 
a  main  road  connecting  two  provinces  was  thrown 
upon  the  counties,  and  he  only  rose  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  Ghovemment,  while  paying  a 
deal  of  attention  to  the  railways,  would  not  throw 
the  whole  charge  of  main  roads  upon  the  ooua- 
ties. 

Item,  £86,181  6s.,  agreed  to. 

Southern  Bailways,  £170,009  10s.  8d. 

Mr.  WASON  wished'  to  know  the  meaning  of 
the  item  "  Bail  way  Benewal  Fund — 5  per  cent,  on 
receipts  for  twelve  months  ended  81st  March, 
1876,  £8,947,"  which  app«kred  in  the  Canterbuiy 
estimates.  He  saw  no  similar  item  under  the 
Otaffo  heading. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the  estimates  were 
virtually  a  reprint  of  the  Canterbuiy  and  Otago 
estimates,  and  the  Government  had  not  sufficient 
knowledge  of  tlie  exact  necessities  of  each  to  alter 
them.  In  the  case  of  Canterbury,  a  large  renewal 
fund  had  already  accumulated,  as  the  lines  there 
nad  been  working  many  years.  The  whole  oues- 
tion  of  renewal  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  House  in  future  sessions;  but  he  doubted 
whether  it  would  be  decided  to  have  a  renewal 
fund  for  all  the  railways. 

Mr.  LABNACH  inquired  how  many  Principal 
Engineers  there  were,  and  how  their  services  were 
distributed. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  there  was  only  one 
Principal  Engineer— the  gentleman  whose  salary 
had  been  discussed  that  evening.  The  other 
engineers  would  all  come  under  the  head  "  Bail- 
ways  in  course  of  Construction,"  which  had  yet  to 
come  before  the  House. 

Item,  £170,009  10s.  8d.,  agreed  to. 

Class  X— MmradPAiinxs,  Boad  Boabdb,  aitd 
Onr-sisTBiOTB. 

Grants  to  Municipalities  and  Boad  Boards, 
£75,000. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  said  he  objected  last 
year  to  this  sum  being  charged  on  the  Consoli- 
dated Bevenue,  and  he  did  so  now  on  principle. 
However  unpopular  it  might  be,  he  should  move 
that  the  item  be  struck  out.  It  was  not  a  charge 
which  should  be  placed  upon  the  Consolidated 
Bevenue,  particularly  in  the  present  condition  of 
the  finances. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  amed  with  the  honorable 
lientleman,  and  hoped  he  would  join  with  him  in 
insisting  that  all  Gk)vemment  luid  should  ^i^ 
rates.  They  did  not  want  these  grants,  which 
were  nothing  more  nor  leis  than  sops  al  which 
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the  countrj  diBtricts  got  a  nibble.  What  he 
complained  of  was  that  the  out-districts  were 
compelled  to  make  roads  which  greatly  increased 
the  value  of  Go?emment  land,  but  thej  got  not 
one  penny  in  rates.  All  land  should  bear  its 
burdens  fairly.  He  objected  to  these  grants ;  and 
if  an  income  and  property  tax  were  neoessaiy,  he 
would  have  no  objection  to  support  it. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  said  it  would  be  improper 
to  omit  the  rote  this  year.  During  the  recess 
the  people  would  haxe  an  opportunity  of  testing 
the  new  scheme,  and  saying  whether  thb  system 
of  subsidies  should  be  continued. 

Mr.  WASON  would  support  the  amendment. 
When  the  scheme  for  the  abolition  of  the  pro- 
yinces  was  first  introduced,  it  was  said  that  the 
outlying  districts  would  reap  the  benefit  from  the 
increased  Totes  which  they  would  receive  from 
this  House.  This  was  a  sample  of  the  assistance 
they  were  to  receive.  This  was  not  assisting  the 
outlying  districts  it  was  playing  into  the  hands 
of  the  municipalities  and  Boa4  Board  districts 
that  had  already  had  their  roads  made  aad  did 
not  care  about  rating  themselves.  What  was 
wanted  was  money  to  make  roads  into  the  out- 
lyine  districts. 

Mr.  BO  WE  would  supnort  the  vote.  He  felt 
astonished  at  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
proposing  to  strike  it  off.  Members  representing 
wefdthy  districts  might  well  advocate  such  a 
course;  but  if  they  resided  in  many  districts 
which  he  was  acquainted  with,  they  would  sup- 
port this  vote  on  principle.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden  should  have  gone  a  little  further, 
and  advocated  the  Land  Fund  being  made  com« 
mon  property.  Then  they  could  do  away  with 
subsidies.  The  people  in  the  South  were  enjoying 
property  that  really  belonged  to  the  whole  colony. 
A  greater  blow  could  not  be  aimed  at  the  Boad 
Boards  and  Municipalities  than  to  strike  off  this 
TOte.  It  would  settle  the  County  system,  and 
any  system  of  local  self-government  they  could 
introduce. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  this  vote  was  carrying 
out  the  provision  of  the  Abolition  Bill.  .  With 
regard  to  the  policy  of  paying  subsidies  out  of 
Consolidated  Bevenue,  the  principle  was,  to  his 
mind,  perfectly  sound,  and  could  be  defended  on 
good  grounds.  When  this  matter  was  under  dis- 
cussion last  session  he  pointed  out  that  the  Boad 
Boards  should  consider  this  question  of  subsidies 
— that  it  was  for  the  people  to  decide  wliether 
they  would  have  these  subsidies  or  reduce  taxa- 
tion. The  reason  why  these  subsidies  were  given 
was,  that  there  were  a  large  number  of  persons 
in  the  community  who  were  not  possessed  of 
real  property,  but  who  benefited  directly  by  the 
making  of  roads  in  country  districts  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  sanitary  condition  of  towns.  It 
was  only  fair  that  those  persons  should  contribute 
towards  the  roads  in  the  counUr  districts,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  towns.  They  could  only  get 
at  those  persons  by  indirect  taxation,  and  handing 
oyer  a  portion  of  it  in  the  shape  of  subsidies,  or 
else  set  aside  a  special  tax  for  the  purpose.  It  was 
a  perfectly  sound  principle  that  the  whole  com- 
munity should  contribute  to  these  objects,  and  that 
the  whole  burden  of  maintaining  roads  and  towns 


in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  state  should  not  be 
thrown  on  real  property. 

Mr.  BEID  was  astonished  at  tlie  reasons  given 
in  defence  of  this  proposal  to  grant  subsidies  for 
the  construction  of  roads  and  carrying  out  im- 
provements in  municipalities  by  means  of  taxa- 
tion levied  through  the  Customs.  This  argument 
would  come  with  greater  force  with  regard  to 
education  and  other  matters.  This  vote  would  be 
a  fiur  more  legitimate  tax  upon  property.  Ho«r 
did  those  people  live  who  had  no  property  in 
the  municipalities  where  sanitary  improvements 
were  carried  out  ?  Did  they  not  live  in  houses, 
pay  rent<s,  and  enhance  the  value  of  property  ? 
They  paid  taxes  direct  to  enhance  the  yalue  of 
property,  and  yet  they  were  asked  to  pay  a 
further  sum  to  the  Customs.  The  argument  of 
the  Premier  was  as  weak  an  argument  as  ooold 
possibly  be  stated  to  this  House.  They  led  the 
Municipalities  to  believe  that  if  they  levied  a 
high  rate  on  property  they  would  receive  a  §ab- 
sidy  f  A>m  the  General  Government,  and  by  this 
means  induced  a  habit  of  extravagance — ^induced 
a  desire  to  levy  direct  rates  on  property  with  the 
view  of  carrying  out  improvements.  If  the  people 
knew  they  womd  have  to  pay  the  full  cost,  thej 
would  take  care  before  they  launched  into  expen- 
diture. In  addition  tojtliat,  this  would  be  a 
more  expensive  means  of  raising  the  money.  The 
districts  that  were  able  to  leyy  rates  would  reoeiTo 
contributions  from  the  Consolidated  Bevenne, 
while  those  that  were  not  in  a  position  to  leyj 
heavy  rates  would  still  have  to  contribute  through, 
the  Customs  to  those  that  were  able  to  do  so.  l£e 
system  would  work  unfairly.  He  was  surprised 
to  hear  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Mr.  Bowe)  speaking  in  favour  of  such  a  pro- 
posal as  this.  It  would  play  directly  into  the 
hands  of  the  owners  of  property  at  the  expense 
of  the  whole  community.  The  local  authorities 
ought  to  levy  taxation  themselves.  He  belieyed 
the  great  bulk  of  the  people  would  reject  such 
a  proposal,  as  it  would  tend  to  maintain  the 
Customs  duties  at  an  exorbitant  rate  in  order 
that  improvements  might  be  carried  out  in 
localities  where  they  were  not  required,  and  at 
an  extravagant  cost  to  the  country.  For  those 
reasons  he  intended  to  oppose  this  vote,  and  he 
sincerely  hoped  the  Committee  would  reject  it. 
With  the  prospects  the  colony  had  at  present,  he 
did  not  think  anything  could  be  spared  from  the 
Customs  revenue  for  this  purpose.  Such  a  course 
as  that  proposed  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  the  country ;  for  maintaining  high 
Customs  duties  must  operate  against  the  intro- 
duction of  industries  that  would  require  to  be 
initiated  to  keep  the  population  in  the  colony. 

Sir  Q-.  OBEY  took  a  prominent  part  last  ses- 
sion in  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  and  it  was 
one  that  was  now  approached  with  some  diffi- 
culty. The  Premier  was  continually  saying, 
while  he  was  doing  one  thing,  that  he  desired  to 
do  the  direct  opposite  ;  but  the  honorable  member 
had  the  power,  and  why  did  he  not  do  as  he  de- 
sired ?  Nothing  could  be  more  delusive  than  the 
arguments  used  by  the  Premier.  In  this  case, 
money  was  taken  from  the  mass  of  the  people  in 
the  form  of  taxation^  and  was  returned  to  a  nw  to 
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be  spent  bj  them.  He  had  great  sympathy  with 
some  honorable  members  on  the  subject.  For 
instance,  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
said  that  he  paid  £300  a  year  in  rates  to  the 
Borough  of  Thames,  and,  that  being  so,  he  was 
natunuly  suffering  under  a  grievance,  and  looked 
for  relief.  But  why  not  let  the  people  raise  the 
money  they  wanted,  and  spend  itP  Let  them 
judge  of  the  sums  of  money  they  could  spare  for 
particular  works.  It  was  proposed  to  taRe  from 
the  people  large  sums  of  money  against  their  will, 
and  return  it  to  them  to  expend,  when  perhaps 
they  did  not  want  to  expend  it  at  all  in  the  year 
in  which  it  was  returned  to  them.  Kaising 
money  through  the  Customs  was  a  most  expensive 
mode  of  taxation.  Such  a  proposal  was  never 
made  as  that  which  was  now  offered  to  the  public 
of  this  country — namely,  whether  they  wanted 
money  or  not  in  any  particular  district,  they  were 
to  have  a  certain  proportion  of  money  paid  to 
them  in  addition  to  that  which  they  raised.  It 
really  meant  this :  Certain  rates  were  raised  in  a 
municipality,  and  then  the  people  of  the  colony 
were  to  contribute  so  much  to  the  wants  of  that 
municipality.  For  instance,  he  lived  on  a  remote ' 
island ;  and  if  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  wanted  so  much  money  to  be  spent  in 
the  Borough  of  Thames,  every  person  living  on 
the  island  would  have  lo  contribute  so  much  to 
the  necessities  of  the  Thames.  Commerce  ought 
to  be  relieved  from  all  duties  that  pressed  upon 
it ;  for,  if  they  imposed  duties,  trade  and  commerce 
were  cramped  in  every  direction.  All  restrictions 
on  commerce  should  be  removed,  and  the  Cus- 
toms duties  be  made  as  light  as  possible;  and 
the  people  themselves  should  be  allowed  to  raise 
sums  when  they  wanted  to  disburse  them.  If 
the  Premier  had  been  speaking  of  an  income-tax, 
lie  would  have  understood  it  to  a  certain  extent. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  there  might  be 
people  in  a  borough  who  contributed,  compara- 
tively speaking,  nothing  to  the  necessities  of  the 
place,  and  it  was  right  to  get  at  those  persons 
through  the  Customs  duties.  That  did  not  apply 
to  rich  men  who  had  no  rateable  property,  but 
who  contributed  very  little  to  the  Customs — in- 
deed, they  did  not  contribute  more  than  others, 
because  the  duties  were  on  necessaries.  Last 
Tear  he  protested  against  this  as  a  delusion,  and 
he  hoped  that  all  who  agreed  with  him  would 
resist  a  charge  of  this  kind  being  placed  on  the 
revenue  of  the  oountry.  He  was  certain  that 
next  year  they  would  have  a  majority  upon  this 
subject,  and  that  a  fair  system  of  taxation  would 
be  established  throughout  the  country,  by  which 
the  population  would  be  compelled  to  pay  taxes 
in  proportion  to  the  advantages  which  they  en- 
joyed, instead  of  the  masses  of  New  Zealand 
being  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  He 
would  support  the  motion  of  his  honorable  friend 
the  member  for  Akaroa. 

Mr.  GIBBS  had  opposed  the  principle  last 
year,  because  ho  considered  it  unfair  to  take 
from  the  Consolidated  Bevenuo  to  give  to  muni- 
cipal institutions  that  which  they  did  not  rcnllv 
require.  But  the  position  was  now  very  dif- 
ferent. By  the  present  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, burdens  were  thrown  upon  municipalities, 


and  they  would  be  no  great  gainers  by  the  sub- 
sidies. They  would  now  have  the  hospitals  and 
destitute  poor  to  provide  for.  As  far  as  he  could 
see,  there  was  no  way  of  getting  over  the  question 
of  paying  these  subsidies,  except  by  making  some 
altogether  new  provision.  The  principle  of  sub- 
sidizing local  institutions  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Bevenuo  was  nothing  new  :  they  had  been  doing 
that  for  years  by  uie  capitation  allowances  to 
provinces. 

Kr.  SHEEHAN  would  not  say  much  upon 
the  question  of  Customs  taxation,  because  it  was 
perhaps  wide  of  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee. If  the  House  could  see  its  way  to 
making  substantial  reductions  in  the  Customs 
duties,  there  would  bo  no  occasion  to  build  up 
any  artificial  scheme  for  securing  to  this  colony 
the  whole  trade  of  the  South  Pacific.  It  would 
come  as  the  natural  consequence  of  the  colony 
being  able  to  send  out  goods  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  could  be  done  from  other  markets.  He 
understood  the  financial  aspect  of  the  policy  of 
Abolition  was  that  it  was  an  outlying  -  district 
policy.  But  look  at  these  estimates.  While 
voting  away  millions,  there  was  not  a  penny 
provided  as  contribution  for  local  public  works 
in  out-districts.  Could  there  be  a  greater  cli- 
max to  the  great  policy  than  that  ?  It  was  by 
Abolitionists  an  often-quoted  phrase,  that  "  out- 
lying districts ;"  but  he  thought  their  policy,  as 
respects  the  outlying  districts,  might  be  called  an 
out-and-out  lying  policy.  He  would  take  the  city 
of  Auckland  as  an  example  of  what  was  proposed 
to  be  done.  He  contended  that  it  was  simply 
iniquitous  to  propose  to  subsidize  that  city  so 
largely,  while  there  were  out-districts  of  the  pro- 
vince which  had  no  means  whatever  of  carrying 
on  local  works.  The  city  of  Auckland  had  for 
years  been  living  upon  what  were  really  the 
revenues  of  the  province.  The  Municipality  had, 
in  that  city,  public  reserves  of  fifty-four  acres, 
which  were  bringing  in  thousands  of  pounds 
every  year,  and  which  in  time  would,  he  believed, 
be  able  to  maintain  the  whole  cost  of  municipal 
government ;  and  all  that  time  the  people  of  the 
country  districts  had  not  even  means  sufficient  to 
keep  their  roads  in  repair.  And  now  it  was 
proposed  to  subsidize  this  wealthy  Municipality 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue.  There  was 
no  wisdom,  no  science,  no  principle  in  such  a 
distribution  of  the  public  funds.  Another  point 
which  would  come  up  more  prominently  on 
another  occasion,  but  which  he  would  just  touch 
upon  now,  was  that  these  matters  had  not  re- 
ceived proper  consideration  from  the  GK)vem- 
ment.  Wealth  and  means,  of  course,  centred  in 
population.  Every  one  l^ew  that  the  farther 
you  went  from  the  centres  of  population  the 
worse  were  the  roads  and  the  fewer  the  bridges, 
whilst  the  necessity  for  local  taxation  was  greater. 
The  Government  was  now  going  to  distribute  this 
money  to  Boad  Boards,  without  any  regard  to  spe- 
cial cases.  Under  "The  Payment  to  Provinces 
Act,  1870,"  the  Superintendent  was  empowered 
to  classify  the  road  districts  of  his  province  in 
such  a  way  that  those  which  wore  farthest  dis- 
tant from  the  centre  received  most  money.  The 
money  given  und^r  that  Act  was  to  bo  expended 
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on  new  works  onlj ;  and  the  result  was  that  even 
then  some  of  the  suhnrban  Boad  Boards  of 
Auckland  could  absolutely  find  no  new  works  to 
construct  to  entitle  them  to  a  contribution,  and 
thej  had  to  apply  to  the  FroTincial  0OTemment 
either  to  dirert  the  int-ention  of  the  Act  or  find 
some  new  work  to  be  carried  out ;  while  all  this 
time  there  were  districts  in  the  country  which 
were  absolutely  languishing  for  want  of  money — 
districts  where  for  years  men  had  been  compelled 
to  carry  their  produce  on  their  backs  to  the  coast 
in  order  to  ship  it  to  Auckland.  The  proposal  to 
perpetuate  that  system  was  a  proposal  to  per- 
petuate the  greatest  offence  that  could  be  charged 
against  the  provinces.  He  hoped  the  G^orem- 
ment  would  not  persist  in  this  proposal  to  giye 
any  portion  of  the  Consolidated  Berenue  to  these 
hiehly  -  endowed  municipalities.  Some  munici- 
puities,  no  doubt,  had  no  endowments  ;  but  the 
wealthy  municipalities  had  no  claim  to  these 
subsidies,  and  the  people  only  asked  for  it  be- 
cause the  QoTomment  had  been,  to  his  mind, 
wicked  enough  to  promise  it  to  them.  If  it  were 
possible  to  insert  any  words  in  the  description  of 
this  Tote,  he  would  like  to  insert  the  wora  "  un- 
endowed" before  "municipalities,"  and  then  it 
would  be  far  more  satisfactory.  Ministers  had 
spoken  of  outlying  districts  as  if  they  were 
oiphans ;  but  it  would  not  be  long  ere  those  dis- 
tncts  realized  the  fact  that  the  General  GoTcm- 
ment  was  a  Tery  hard  stepmother  indeed.  By 
the  time  they  had  had  a  year  or  two's  experience 
of  the  distribution  of  money  for  public  works 
under  the  Goremment  proposals,  he  ventured 
to  say  that,  if  those  districts  did  not  wish  to 
return  to  the  old  provincial  system,  they  would 
at  all  events  think  they  had  not  much  bienefited 
themselves  by  changing  "  £ing  Log  "  for  **  King 
Stork."  He  hoped  the  Committee  would  compel 
the  Government  to  change  the  direction  of  this 
vote,  so  that  it  should  not  go  to  assist  wealthy 
towns  while  out-districts  were  left  in  a  state  of 
poverty. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  the  honorable  eentleman  was 
muleading  the  country  in  one  of  his  remarks. 
Those  towns  which  had  largo  endowments  were 
to  a  certain  extent  relieved  of  taxation,  and  there- 
fore would  receive  subsidies  only  on  such  rates  as 
they  collected. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  was  no  answer  to  his 
argument.  He  drew  a  distinction  between  the 
endowed  and  unendowed  municipalities.  If  the 
wealthy  municipalities  would  put  all  their  funds 
into  one  common  purse,  they  would  then  be  en- 
titled to  draw  on  the  Consolidated  Revenue ;  but 
up  to  that  time  these  endowments  must  be  looked 
upon  as  grants  from  the  public  estate,  and  every 
penny  received  by  the  municipalities  from  them 
came  from  the  revenue  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  said  the  Government  proposal 
was  to  give  the  Boad  Boards  and  Municipalities 
some  of  the  revenues  raised  by  indirect  taxation. 
At  present,  their  revenue  was  entirely  due  to 
direct  taxation.  The  only  machinery  for  raising 
money  by  indirect  taxation  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government.  A  great  part  of  the  Customs 
revenue  was  collected  by  taxation  of  the  towns ; 
but  in  towns  where  a  lai*ge  population  was  as- 


sembled, the  people  could  not  raise  as  large  a 
revenue  as  was  necessaiy  for  urgent  sanitary  pur- 
poses by  direct  rating.  It  was  only  reasonable, 
therefore,  that  they  should  be  enabled  to  use 
the  machinery  by  which  taxation  could  be  moii 
easily  and  cheaply  levied ;  and  with  this  view  As 
rates  are  to  be  subsidized  to  a  certain  extent  ont 
of  revenues  raised  br  indirect  taxation.  The 
question  of  enabling  local  bodies  to  use  this  ma- 
chinery for  raising  indirect  taxation  had  been 
very  much  discussed  in  England ;  and  it  was  &r 
more  neoessarv  in  a  new  country,  where  it  wss 
exceedingly  difficult  to  raise  the  money  neces- 
sary for  local  wants  by  direct  taxation.  It  wss 
quite  true,  as  stated  by  the  honorable  member  for 
CoUingwood,  that  in  one  shape  or  another  locsl 
taxation  liad  been  subsidized  by  means  of  monej 
raised  by  indirect  taxation,  or,  in  other  wordf, 
from  the  ordinary  Consolidated  Revenue.  Money 
had  been  roted  by  the  Assembly  for  that  pur- 
pose eve^  year. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  the  chief  argument  which 
had  been  used  against  this  vote  was  that  it  was 
wrong  in  principle.  He  admitted  that  to  the 
fullest  extent,  and  believed  that  many  of  the 
measures  this  House  had  been  called  upon  to 
pass  had  very  little  principle  indeed  in  them. 
The  Boad  Boards,  in  6tago  at  least,  bad  however 
been  accustomed  to  be  subsidized  of  late  yearif 
and  they  might  be  placed  in  difficulty  if  the  subsidy 
were  not  continuea.  Considering  the  state  of  tlu 
finances  of  the  colony,  he  had  no  hope  that  Fa^ 
liament  would  be  able  to  continue  to  subsidin 
Municipalities  and  Boad  Boards,  but  the  subsi- 
dies should  be  continued  as  long  as  the  finances 
permitted.  It  had  been  said,  "  By  all  means  let 
us  reduce  taxation ;"  but  no  proposal  to  do  so 
had  been  submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  said  this  proposal  of  tiie  Go- 
vernment was  a  remnant  of  Vogelism — a  policy  of 
giving  more  to  those  who  had  much,  and  that  at 
the  expense  of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. It  meant  that  the  bread  and  sugar  and 
necessaries  of  life  of  the  poorer  classes  were  to  be 
taxed  in  order  to  save  the  wealthy.  The  policy 
was  as  unsound  in  principle  as  it  was  unjustifi- 
able. It  was  a  deception,  and  he  would  be  pre- 
{tared  to  show  on  another  occasion  that  there 
would  not  only  be  no  chance  whatever  of  re- 
ducing taxation,  but  that  the  revenue  would 
not  meet  the  ordinary  expenditure.  In  the  fsoe 
of  this,  he  would  ask  if  the  Committee  bad 
been  shown  that  it  could  be  paid?  It  could 
only  be  paid  in  one  of  two  ways,  either  1y  j^' 
creasing  the  debt  of  the  colony  or  by  sacrificing 
our  landed  estate.  It  had  been  said  by  the 
honorable  member  for  CoUingwood  that  this 
money  had  been  paid  in  previous  years  ;  but  tliftt 
was  not  the  case.  It  certainly  had  been  paid  to 
Boad  Boards,  but  not  to  Municipalities.  Those 
livins  in  outlying  districts  were  often  in  such  a 
position  that  they  were  not  able  to  rate  them- 
selves, for  all  their  means  were  wanted  for  the 
earlier  struggles  of  colonization;  but  he  know 
cases  in  whiui  this  system  of  subsidies  bad  been 
used  by  Boad  Boaras  not  for  the  purposes  of 
colonization,  and  not  for  opening  up  roads.  He 
knew  of  wool-sheds  having  been  built  and  the 
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Qorernmcnt  payinfi^  a  subsidj  for  them.  Was  ifc 
right,  then,  to  tax  the  bread  of  the  people  in 
order  to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor 
poorer? 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  rote,  *  Grauts  to  Mu- 
nicipalities and  Road  Boards,'  be  agreed  to ; " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         37 

Noes         12 


Majority  lor 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Bums, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Sir  G.  QiTey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Seaton, 


26 

Atss. 

Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Moorliouse, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
TelUrs, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Pyke. 

N0B3. 

Mr.  Slicchan, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Waaon. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray. 


The  vote  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  move  that  progress  be 
reported,  in  order  that  he  might  bo  enabled  to 
say  a  few  words  respecting  the  vote  which  had 
just  been  taken.  He  wished  to  say  that  ho  and 
several  others,  in  going  into  the  lobby  with  the 
•'  Noes,"  had  done  eo  in  the  hope  of  being  able 
to  save  for  the  Highway  Bonrdt  the  money  now 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Municipalities.  He 
hoped,  when  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill 
was  before  the  House,  to  be  able  to  make  certain 
alterations  which  would  meet  the  case.  Having 
said  this,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Vote,  Defence  and  Defence  Contingencies, 
£30,000,  agreed  to. 

Land  Fttwd. 

Crown  Lands  Department,  £10,888  15s. 

Mr.  MURRAY  would  like  to  know  why  the 
•alaries  of  some  of  the  officers  in  this  department 
were  to  be  increased.  He  observed  that  the  salary 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  in  Canter- 
bo^  was  to  be  increased  from  £500  to  £700,  and 
in  Danedin  from  £600  to  £700.  Considering  the 
financial  state  of  the  colony,  he  thought  some  ex- 
planation was  needed  as  to  why  these  increases 
were  made. 

VOL.  XXin.-fi7, 


Major  ATKINSON  said  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended that  these  amounts  should  have  coma 
down  as  they  did.  It  was  intended  that  the 
amount  should  be  £600  in  ench  case.  These 
officers  filled  important  positions,  and  the  Govem- 
niont  thought  they  should  receive  £600  a  year 
each. 

Mr.  GIBBS  observed  that  the  expenses  under 
the  heading  "  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands, 
Nelson,"  had  been  increased  by  £262  10^.,  in 
addition  to  tlie  pension  to  be  paid  to  the  late 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  who  had  been 
called  on  to  retire  from  the  service  in  spite  of  his 
own  expressed  desire  to  be  permitted  to  continue 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  chief 
reaeon  for  his  being  asked  to  retire  was,  that  he 
was  unable  to  trav^.  This  was  merely  an  excuse. 
The  real  reason  was,  that  the  gentleman  who  was 
now  appointed  was  displaced  from  a  position  he 
had  held  for  very  many  years  by  that  outcome  of 
Provinciahsm,  the  adoption  by  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Nelson  of  a  system  of  responsible 
government ;  and  it  was  to  find  a  position  for 
this  gentleman  that  an  old  and  willing  servant 
was  to  be  made  a  burden  by  being  placed  on  the 
pension  list.  In  addition  to  this,  he  found  that  a 
clerk  was  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  now 
Commissioner.  Ho  should  move,  That  the  item 
"  Clerk  to  Land  Commissioner,  Nelson,"  be  struck 
out. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Item,  £10,838  15s.,  agreed  to. 

Receivers  of  Land  Revenue,  £1,253  6s.  8d., 
agreed  to. 

Education,  £103,884. 

Mr.  REID  said  it  would  be  far  better  to  charge 
this  against  the  Consolidated  Revenue,  since  there 
was  such  a  large  surplus  available.  That  would 
relieve  the  subsidies  to  be  paid  to  the  Municipali- 
ties and  Road  Boards. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  if  he  could  have 
seen  his  way  to  charge  the  sum  again.«t  the  Con- 
solidated Revenue,  he  would  ^not  have  placed  it 
here. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  asked  what  provision  was  to 
be  made  for  education  in  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land. Ho  would  like  to  know  whether  it  would 
bo  such  ns  would  relievo  the  province  in  some 
part  from  the  taxation  now  levied  for  educa- 
tional purposes. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  this  sum  would 
bo  sufficient  to  relieve  Auckland  from  exceptional 
taxation;  but  if  it  were  not,  the  Government 
would  ask  for  an  additional  sum  when^the  supple- 
mentary estimates  were  brought  down. 

Item,  £103,884,  agreed  to. 

Charitable,  £17,135. 

Mr.  REID  thought  the  sum  for  charitable 
purposes  in  Canterbury,  £12,000,  was  very  high. 
In  Otago,  where  the  population  was  much  more 
scattered,  the  amount  asked  for  was  only  £7,000. 

Sir  G.  GRET  pointed  out  that  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  given  to  Auckland,  as  compared 
with  that  to  be  given  to  Canterbury,  was  very 
small. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  items  were  taken 
from  the  provincial  estimates.  If  the  amount  for 
Auckland  waa  not   sufficient,  the  Government 
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would  be  happy  to  accept  any  informftfion  tlie 
bonoAble  gentleman  migbt  give  them,  and  ask 
for  a  supplementary  rote. 

Mr.  HONTGOMERT  hoped  that  the  Premier 
would  not  permit  another  year  to  pass  without 
making  the  neoeseaxy  prorision.  The  children  of 
Auckland  should  be  cared  for  as  well  as  those 
of  any  other  part  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  DB  LAUTOUB  said  they  all  know  that 
Auckland  had  little  money  ot  its  disposal,  and 
that  it  had  not  been  able  to  do  justice  to  itself  for 
the  last  few  years.  He  was  sure  the  House  would 
support  a  liberal  rote,  to  bring  Auckland  up  to 
the  status  of  the  other  proTinces. 

Item,  £17,135,  agreed  to. 

Museums,  JS3,100,  agreed  to. 

Surreror-G^neral's  Department,  £85,025. 

Mr.  J,  C.  BROWN  said  that,  as  this  was  nn 
entirely  new  department,  they  ought  to  have 
some  mformation  in  regard  to  it. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  under  a  great  mistake.  Surreys  bad 
been  carried  on  in  the  colony  for  many  years 
past.  What  was  new  was,  that  a  Surreyor- 
Gtoneral  bad  been  appointed  in  accordance  with 
an  order  of  the  House  last  year,  the  object  being 
to  bring  the  surreys  of  the  colony  under  one 
uniform  rirstem. 

Mr.  BISID  hoped  no  attempt  would  be  made 
to  reduce  the  TOte,  as  nothing  would  be  gained  b^ 
reducing  it.  In  Otaeo,  they  attempted  to  curtail 
expenses,  and  the  effect  was  to  create  confusion 
and  delay.  But  he  would  like  to  know  how  it 
wis  intended  to  introduce  reforms  in  the  Surrey 
Departments  if  all  the  capable  officers  were  to  be 
taken  from  the  different  parts  of  the  colony  to  be 

S laced  in  the  Surreyor-GkneraVs  Department, 
ome  excellent  officers  had  been  taken  from  the 
Otago  Surrey  Office,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that 
without  their  serrices  the  proTince  would  be  put 
to  great  inoonyenience.  While  they  were  desirous 
of  establishing  a  Surreyor-General  s  Department, 
they  must  not  forget  that  there  were  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony  officers  who  had  grown  up 
with  the  serrice  and  given  great  satisfaction,  and 
it  was  not  desirable  that  they  should  be  taken 
from  those  parts  of  the  colony  simply  because 
the  Colonial  Goyemment  could  offer  them  an 
extra  rate  of  pay.  Whaterer  yalue  they  would 
be  in  the  Surreyor-Gheneral's  Department  lliey 
would  be  to  the  provinces,  and  they  should  be 
paid  accordingly;  and  he  hoped  inducements 
would  not  be  held  out  to  them  to  leave  the  pro- 
vincial service. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  said  there  were  several 
deserving  officers  connected  vrith  the  'Survey 
Department  in  different  parts  of  the  colony. 
He  would  like  to  know  if  their  services  were  to 
be  retained. 

Major  ATKINSON  entirely  sympathized  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Taieri  m  the  desire 
expressed  that  they  should  not  lose  the  services 
of  good  officers.  The  Gt>vemment  had  no  in- 
tention of  crippling  the  Survey  Departments. 
The  person  appointed  Surveyor-General  came 
yVom  Otago,  and  that  was  a  sufficient  guarantee 
that  he  was  an  efficient  and  experienced  officer. 
The  object  of  the  Gt>yemment  would  be  to  make 


the  local  Survey  Departments  mora  efficient 
There  would  be  no  lack  of  employment  for  com- 
petent officers.  Any  officer,  whether  connected 
with  the  Provincial  Ghovemments  or  the  General 
Government,  would  obtain  a  position  according 
to  his  merits  and  length  of  service. 

Captain  KENNY  pointed  out  the  smallness  of 
the  sum  put  down  for  surveys  in  Marlborough, 
which  he  believed  would  be  insufficient.  ^  There 
had  been  an  amount  of  economy  exercised  all 
through  the  estimates  in  regard  to  Marlborough, 
which  would  not  strengthen  the  efficiency  of  the 
public  serrice  in  that  province.  Officers  holding 
the  same  position  as  officers  in  other  provinces 
were  not  receiving  so  much  salaiy ;  in  aome  cases, 
the  difference  was  26  per  cent,  and  eyen  as  much 
as  60  per  cent. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  if  any  error  had  crept 
in  with  reference  to  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands  at  Marlborough,  the  Government  would 
take  steps  to  rectify  it. 

Item,  £85,025,  agreed  to. 

Native  Land  Court  Department,  £6,077- 10b. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  call  attention  to  a  sug- 
gestion which  had  been  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  when  he  held  the  office 
of  Begistrar-General  of  Lands — ^namely,  that  the 
survey  of  tiie  Native  lands  should  be  carried  out 
free  of  charge  to  the  Native  owners.    It  would 
cost  little  to  do  so,  and  it  would  be  the  means  of 
bringing  all  the  luids  into  the  Court,  and  would 
tend  to  open  up  the  country  for  settlement  by 
private  enterprife.    Ho  had  known  an  instance  of 
a  block  of  land  having  been  surveyed  and  put 
into  the  Court,  and  the  whole  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  land  had  been  swallowed  up  in  survey  fees. 
The  operations  of  the  Court  had  been  largely  re- 
tarded through  the  property  of  the  Natives  going 
for  cost  of  surveys.    There  was  no  comparison 
between  the  cost  of  having  all  the  lands  surveyed 
and  the  benefit  the  colony  would  derive  through 
having  those  lands  Crown-granted.    The  honor- 
able member  for  Christchurch  deserved  credit  for 
the  suggestion  he  had  made,  and  it  was  one  which 
the  Government  would  do  well  to  take  up. 

Mr.  MOORUOUSE  said  that  the  suggestion 
referred  to  he  had  made  to  the  GK)vemment  in 
1872,  and  he  had  repeatedly  brought  forward 
the  matter  during  the  last  four  years.  He  fully 
indorsed  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Kodney.  He  believed,  as  a  matter 
of  policy,  the  best  thing  the  Government  could 
do  would  be  to  proclaim  to  the  Native  owners  of 
land  that  all  the  expenses  attending  the  bringing 
their  estates  under  Crown  grants  would  bo  made 
a  charge  upon  the  colony.  He  had  had  frequent 
communications  with  the  Natives  and  with  per- 
sons well  acquainted  with  Native  matters,  and  be 
could  say  that  the  Natives  had  a  horror  of  sur- 
veyors which  could  scarcely  be  conceived.  The 
Government  would  effect  much  good  if  they 
would  facilitate  the  giving  of  a  perfect  title  to 
the  Native  owners  free  of  charge,  and  thus  ob- 
viate the  necessity  of  their  going  to  the  usurer 
to  borrow  money,  and  so  burden  their  estates 
that  they  were  at  last  compelled  to  sell  them. 
He  held  the  opinion,  as  a  matter  of  Natiro 
policy,  that  the  best  thing  to  be  done  with  the  . 
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Native  lands  would  be  to  allow  the  Nati?es  to 
do  what  tbej  liked  with  them.  He  thought  it 
would  be  well  to  have  some  proTision  whereby 
tlio  European  purchasers  should  be  obliged  to 
pay  an  assessment  on  the  yalue  of  the  Native 
urnds  into  the  Treasury.  That  would  be  a  means 
of  raising 'a  revenue  out  of  the  lands  without 
incurring  the  inconvenience  of  making  a  direct 
reduction  in  the  price  obtained  by  the  Natives 
for  the  land.  He  believed  the  Natives  would 
obtain  the  same  price  for  the  land  in  one  case 
as  in  the  other;  and  he  believed  the  Natives 
would  be  more  gratified  if  such  a  system  were 
adopted.  That  was  an  opinion  which  he  had 
entertained  for  many  years ;  and  a  gentleman 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  Native  character 
generally  agreed  with  him  in  that  opinion. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  question  raised 
was  one  of  very  considerable  importance.  He  had 
given  the  matter  some  consideration.  He  looked 
upon  it  as  of  importance  that  the  surveys  of 
Native  lands  should  be  undertaken  by  the  General 
Government  direct.  The  suggestion  of  the  honor- 
able member  was  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
way  in  which  the  charges  might  be  made  was  a 
matter  that  required  further  thought.  He  did 
not  think  the  colony  was  in  a  position  to  survey 
the  Native  lands  throughout  the  colony  without 
making  a  charge.  The  charge  niight  be  made  on 
the  person  buying  the  land.  He  would  be  in 
&vour  of  doing  away  with  the  licensed  surveyors 
altogether. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  thought  the  Government 
might  appropriate  a  portion  of  the  land  revenue 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  cost  of  surveying 
Native  lands. 

Item,  £6,077  lOs.,  agreed  to. 

Beonrrent  Liabilities,  £2,773  10s.,  agreed  to. 

Misoellaneons,  £52,334,  agreed  to. 

Tlie  Government  Insurance  Account,  £11,805. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  that  the  colony  was 
likely  to  become  a  heavy  loser  by  this  depart- 
ment, unless  better  management  was  introduced. 
He  was  able  to  say  that  several  lives  which  had 
been  refused  by  other  offices  had  been  accepted 
by  the  Government,  and  tliere  had  been  too  much 
of  what  he  would  call  carelessness  in  this  respect. 
He  knew  of  lives  having  been,  accepted  wbicn  he 
was  sure  no  office  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  in 
any  part  of  the  world,  would  have  taken — ^lives  of 
men  of  dissipated  habits — and  several  losses  had 
been  sustained  by  the  department  in  consequence. 
He  hoped  the  department  would  receive  con- 
siderably more  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment than  it  had  received  hitherto. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  assure  the  Commit- 
tee that  the  department  had  received  a  verr  great 
deal  of  careful  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
Temment,  and  it  was,  he  believed,  a  very  efficient 
department.  If  the  honorable  member  knew  of 
any  oases  of  carelessness  in  accepting  lives,  he 
hoped  he  would  bring  them  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government,  so  that  they  might  be  inquired 
into. 

Mr.  BETNOLDS  would  be  glad  to  do  so. 

Item,  €K>Temment  Insurance  Aooount»  £11,805, 
agreed  to. 

Natite  Beserres  Account,  £1,837,  agreed  to. 


Public  Trust  Office,  £1,220. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  whether  the  office  was 
self-supporting,  and  what  the  rate  of  commission 
charged  was. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  the  office  was 
rather  morei  than  self-supporting.  The  rate  of 
commission  charged  was  5  per  cent,  on  all  re- 
ceipts. 

Item,  Public  Trust  Office,  £1,220,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  whether  the  vote  of 
£48,000,  which  had  been  passed  for  Road  Board 
grants,  was  for  six  montlis  only,  and  if  it  meant 
that  they  were  to  receive  £96,000  a  year. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  it  was  for  six 
months. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

FINANCIAL  ARRANGEBiENTS  BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved.  That  Mr.  Speaker 
leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House  might  go 
into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— When  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill  was  before  the  House,  it  was  under- 
stood that,  inasmuch  as  the  second  reading  was 
taken  without  debate,  such  of  us  as  wished  to 
speak  upon  the  subject  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so  when  going  into  Committee.  I 
do  not  propose  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
at  any  great  length  upon  the  subject,  but  I  am 
desirous  of  expressing  my  opinion  upon  the  prin* 
ciples  of  the  measure,  and  to  indicate  certain 
alterations  which  I  propose  to  make  in  Com- 
mittee, because  I  hold  tnat  it  will  save  time  if 
we  indicate  now  what  course  we  intend  to  take  in 
Committee.  I  am  not  now  speaking  in  any  spirit 
of  opposition  or  as  a  member  of  the  Opposition 
party.  I  wish  for  the  nonce  that  I  coula  doff  the 
sober,  modest  garments  of  the  Opposition,  and 
put  on  the  gilded  and  flowing  robes  of  the  €K>- 
vemment  party,  in  order  that  the  Government 
might  be  satisfied  that  in  the  objections  I  have  to 
this  measure,  and  in  the  suggestions  I  shall  make, 
I  am  seriously  endeavouring  to  make  this  measure 
better  than  it  is,  and  more  suited  for  the  country. 
This  Bill  is  one  of  the  outcomes  of  the  Abolitioii 
proposals  of  the  Government.  For  the  last  two  or 
three  years  Centralism  and  Provincialism  have  been 
in  opposition  in  the  political  market.  The  ciyhas 
been  "Codlin's  the  man,  not  Short."  We  are 
entitled  therefore  to  look  at  the  proposals  of  the 
Central  party,  and  none  the  less  so  because  it 
would  appear  that,  by  the  decision  of  the  majority 
of  this  House  and  the  Assembly,  it  is  probable 
the  proposals  of  the  Abolition  party  will  become 
the  law  of  the  land. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— No. 

Mr.  SHBBHAN.— I  am  speaking  of  the  ques- 
tion as  it  stands  now.  Whether  it  may  be,  as 
I  believe  it  will,  that  the  main  Act  upon  which 
all  these  others  turn  will  be  held  to  be  tUtra  vim 
or  not,  of  course  is  at  present  still  debatable. 
Until  that  time  arrives,  the  position  which  ereiy 
member  of  this  House  must  take  up  is  one  of 
loyal  acceptance,  as  long  as  this  House  sits,  of  the 
decision  it  has  come  to.  I  hope  that  no  objection 
will  be  taken  to  a  discussion  upon  this  measure. 
There  had  been  for  some  time  past  somewhat 
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of  iDi patience  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  listen, 
to  any  dehate — an  impalicnce  not  alwajs  well  dis- 
played or  well  founded.  It  has  been  attempted- 
to  bo  made  out  that  the  delay  in  business  has 
been  wholly  and  solely  attributable  to  the  action 
of  the  0]}position ;  but  I  would  ask  the  House  to 
bear  in  mind  that  we  have  had  two  Ministerial 
crises  this  session.  Not  long  after  the  session 
opened,  we  had  the  startling  announcement  that 
the  person  who  had  held  the  oiBco  of  Premier  for 
many  year*  wa^  leaving  the  Ministry  and  going 
home  as  Agent-Geucral  for  the  colony.  That  led 
to  a  reconstruction  of  the  Gorcmment,  and  a 
Government  wtis  then  formed  which  in  conse- 
quence of  some  oversight  made  it  necessary  to 
hare  another  shuffle  of  the  cards,  and  another 
Ministerial  crisis.  We  have  now  the  third  Govern  • 
ment  of  the  session  in  office,  and  directing  the 
business  of  the  House.  That  was  not  the  only 
delay.  This  very  measure  is  proof  positive  of 
the  fact  that  a  good  deal  of  the  delay  which  has 
taken  place  is  mainlv  attributable  to  the  Govern- 
ment themselves.  This  is  the  second  Financial 
Arrangements  Bill  which  has  been  brought 
before  this  House,  and  wo  have  had  a  second 
Counties  Bill  and  revised  estimates.  In  fact,  w^ 
have  really  been  trying  to  do  in  one  session  the 
work  of  two.  I  protest  further  against  the 
attempt  to  shorten  discussion  on  this  point,  on 
this  ground  :  that  those  vrho  advocate  abolition, 
who  contend  that  we  can  govern  the  whole 
colony  from  Wellington,  have  no  right  to  shirk 
one  of  the  first  consequences  of  abolition,  which 
is  the  enormous  increase  of  business  and  the 
extension  of  time  which  will  take  place.  This 
session  cannot  be  taken  as  any  indication  of  what 
the  length  of  future  sessions  will  be,  because  we 
have  as  yet  haid  only  what  may  be  called  the  first 
few  heavy  drops  of  the  thunder-shower  of  work 
which  will  fiikll  upon  this  House  when  abolition 
comes  into  effect.  The  Abolition  measure,  by 
providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  old  state  of 
things  during  the  past  year,  has  kept  out  of  this 
House  this  year  a  large  amount  of  business  that 
would  otherwise  have  been  necessarily  brought 
before  us  ;  and  so  far  from  shortening  the  length 
of  subsequent  sessions  as  compared  with  this,  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  that  every  successive 
session  will  henceforth  bo  considerably  longer 
than  its  predecessor.  I  do  not  take  so  gloomy  a 
view  as  to  imagine  that  we  shall  be  in  session  all 
the  year  round,  but  I  believe  that  for  the  next 
few  years  each  session  will  occupy  at  least  five 
or  six  months.  The  Government  should  settle 
down  to  that  fact,  and  not  allow  their  political 
temper  to  lead  them  to  argue  that  the  main  con- 
•ideratioR  ia  to  do  the  work,  entirely  regardless 
of  the  consideration  that  it  should  be  done  well.  I 
do  not  profess  to  be  a  financier,  but,  from  what  I 
have  seen  in  this  Parliament  during  the  last  four 
or  five  years  of  discussions  on  finance,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believo  that  we  can  get  little  good  out  of 
them.  I  have  realized  the  truth  of  the  old  adage, 
that  there  is  nothing  more  deceptive  than  facts 
except  figures.  One  side  of  this  House  contends 
that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  financial  ruin,  and 
Another  holds  that  we  are  in  a  most  prosperous 
tsondition.    Now,  if  private  property  were  con- 


cerned,   and    the    former    were    the    case,    the 
Bankruptcy    Court    would    speedily    settle   the 
matter ;   but,   owing   to    the  fact    that   we  are 
dealing  with  the  property  of  the  colony,  I  believe 
it  will  remain  a  moot  question  as  to  how  much 
we  owe,  how  much  we  can  spend,  and  whether 
we  shall  not  in  the  long  run  considerably  oat- 
run  the  constable.    In  the  measure  now  before 
the  House,  there  are  two  or  three  points  of  a 
financial  kind  which  arc  apparent  even  to  those 
who  have  not  made  finance,  especially  colonial 
finance,  a  study.    I  will  first  of    all  deal  with 
the  proposition  which  is  made  in    clause  8  of 
the  Bill,   which  provides  for  subsidies  payable 
to   Biver   Boards,  County  Councils,  ana  Bead 
Boards.     In  criticising  that  provision,   I   shall 
lay  down  this  proposition  to  start    with:  that 
if  the  colony  is  to  bo  called  upon  to   make  a 
ehanee  in  its  government,  tliat  change  ought  to 
be    for    the    better.     That    proposition    is  one 
which,  I  think,  will  receive  the  assent  of  both 
sides    of.  the    House.     I  will    also     lay   down 
this  proposition :   that  if  to  defend   the  change 
which    ia    now   being  made,  and    to    cause   it 
to    receive    support    in    the    country   districts, 
the    Government    make    certain    promises    and 
give    certain    assurances,   they   are    bound  ^  to 
show  now  that  those  assurances  and  promises 
have  been  fulfilled.     Now,  Sir,  I  contend  that 
the  principle  embodied  in  clause  8  of  the  Bill  is 
directly  at  variance  with  the  promises  and  assur- 
ances held  out  by  the  Government  for  the  last 
two  years.    There  are  many  of  us,  who  have  been 
here  for  nearly  five  months,  who  will  go  away 
with  a  hazy  notion  of  what  we  have  been  doing 
while  we  were  hero  ;  and  if  that  be  the  ease  with 
us  who  are  on  the  spot,  with  access  to  the  Qo- 
vernment  records  and  papers  in  reference  to  the 
affairs  of  the  State,  how  much  more  excusable  is 
it  that  people  in  the  country  districts  should  be 
ignorant !     I  say  that  the  people  in  the  out-dis- 
tricts of  the  colonv  are  looking  forward  to  aboli- 
tion as  a  sort  of  political  millennium.     Those 
people  believe  that  when  it  comes  to  pass,  the 
money  will  flow  copiously   to  them,  wherewith 
they  may  make  their  roads  and  bridges,  and  re- 
lieve them  from  the  taxation  they  have  been  ac- 
customed to  bear  for  many  years  past.     I  bb.J 
that  that  belief  has  been  warranted  by  tlie  assur- 
ances made  by  the  Government.    We  have  been 
told  that  such  an  immense  saving  will  be  effixsted 
by  the  abolition  of  Provincialism  —  that  from 
that  source  alone  it  would  be  possible  to  devote 
a  large  sum  to  the  outlying  districts.      But  I 
think  that  all  the  monev  so  saved  has  gone  in 
two  items — namely,  in  the  increase  of  payment 
to  members  of  the    House,   and    in  the   pui^ 
chase  of  the  two  Government  steam  vessels  and 
the  cost  of  keeping  them  afloat.     Sir,  for  two 
or  three  years  previous  to  the  bringing  down 
of  the  Abolition  proposals,  this  House  haid  been 
accustomed  to  vote  a  sum  of  money  as  subsidies 
to  the  Bead  Boards  of  the  colony.    Now,  the  dis- 
tribution of  that  money  was  made  upon  a  fair 
and  just  principle.    It  went  upon  this  principle: 
that  in  proportion  to  the  distance  of  the  Boftd 
Boards  from  the  centre  of  population,  in  propor- 
tion  to  the  sparsity  of  their  population,  they  would 
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Tecoiro  a  larger  share  of  the  Tote.  The  House 
will  pardon  mo  if  I  brieflj  refer  to  the  reasons 
irhy  such  a  proposal  was  necessary  when  this  Tote 
was  firat  eiven.  We  mast  bear  in  mind  the  fact 
that  in  Uiis  colonj  settlement  began  from  eight 
or  nine  distinct  centres,  and  tbat  for  some  years 
a  Tcrj  small  radius  would  have  covered  the  area 
of  settlement  round  the  centres  of  population. 
In  the  ProTince  of  Auckland,  for  many  years 
after  the  provincial  institutions  camo  into  force, 
nine-tenths  of  the  revenue  was  f>pent  within  a 
radius  of  thirty  miles  from  the  town.  The  reason 
of  this  was  obvious,  as  outside  that  radius  the 
country  was  hardly  settled  at  all.  The  land  was 
then  mainly  owned  by  the  Natives,  and  it  could 
not  be  acquired  by  purchase ;  and  although  there 
were  a  few  Europeans  settled  here  and  there, 
they  wore  in  such  small  numbers  that  they  could 
not  successfully  make  any  demand  on  the  Pro- 
Tincial  Treasury  for  roads  and  works.  But  that 
state  of  things  is  altered  now.  The  area  of 
settlement  has  been  gradually  extending,  until 
now  the  population  of  Auckland  is  scattered 
nearly  over  the  whole  of  the  provincial  area. 
Within  that  area  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles  there 
are  roads  and  bridges  of  the  best  description, 
and  all  the  requirements  of  the  settled  parts  of 
the  province  have  been  iairly  met ;  and  they  can 
hardly  be  said — excepting  on  the  northern  side 
— to  be  outlying  districts  which  require  any 
special  aid  from  the  Colonial  Government  or 
the  colonial  revenue.  For  the  last  two  or  three 
years  the  justice  of  that  proposition  was  admitted, 
and  the  money  which  this  House  voted  was  dis- 
tributed on  a  principle  which  classified  the  Bead 
Boards  according  to  their  requirements,  and  the 
result  was  that  a  Boad  Boiurd  of  a  suburban  cha- 
racter received  6s.  in  the  pound  on  i(s  rates,  the 
outer  Boards  10s.  in  the  pound,  and  those  in  re- 
mote districts  sometimes  received  a  pound  or 
even  a  larger  amount.  I  say  that  that  was  a 
fairer  and  more  reasonable  distribution  of  the  vote 
than  that  which  the  Q-overnment  now  propose.  I 
say  that  this  is  not  a  change  for  the  better ;  and 
I  am  sure  that  when  this  proposal  comes  to  be 
thoroughly  known  by  the  people  of  the  country 
district,  when  they  come  to  understand  that 
they  are  about  actually  to  give  np  that  which 
they  have  been  receiring  under  the  original 
grants  to  the  Boad  Boaras,  they  will  be  dis- 
satisfied. Another  objectionable  feature  in  this 
Bill  is  the  provision  it  proposes  to  make  for 
Municipalities.  I  have  already  referred  to  that 
matter  in  Committee  of  Supply,  but  I  may  be 
pardoned  for  referring  to  it  very  briefly  again. 
Xfow,  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Auckland 
voluntarily,  in  the  year  1870,  gave  up  all  claim 
upon  the  provincial  revenue,  and  admitted  that 
it  had  not  a  right  to  demand  a  contribution  for 
roads  and  works  as  against  the  province.  Now, 
the  colony  has  taken  the  place  of  the  provinces, 
and  I  contend  that  the  municipality  ought  in 
the  same  manner  to  waive  its  claims  a^nst  the 
eolony.  I  contend  that  the  poverty-stricken  dis- 
tricts which  exist  in  the  colony  should  share 
alike  in  the  public  endowments  with  the  rich 
ones  if  those  rieh  districts  are  to  share  equally 
out  of  the  publio  revenue.    If  the  Bill  oontains 


no  more  objectionable  feature  than  that,  it  is, 
to  my  mind,  sufficient  to  prevent  the  House 
from  allowing  it  to  go  into  Committee.  I  main- 
tain that  the  House  would  be  perfectly  justified 
in  throwing  out  the  Bill,  unless  the  honorable 
gentleman  m  charge  of  it  will  give  the  House  to 
understand  that  he  intends,  if  possible,  to  fol- 
low the  footsteps  of  his  predecessors  and  con- 
tribute from  the  revenue,  both  ordinary  and 
land  revenue,  in  some  proportion  to  the  needs 
and  necessilies  of  the  districts  to  which  this 
revenue  is  about  to  be  paid.  Unless  that 
assurance  be  given,  I  can  say  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  with  all  sincerity,  that  the 
Government  have  done  themselves  possibly  the 
greatest  harm  they  could  do.  They  will  entirely 
remove  any  faith  which  the  (^ontry  districts  may 
have  had  in  them,  and  they  will  have  made  it 
apparent  to  those  districts  that  the  cry  raised  in 
favour  of  Abolition  as  against  Provincialism,  and 
the  promise  to  give  the  outlying  districts  their  just 
rights,  were  a  cry  and  a  promise,  nothing  more. 
Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  another  objectionable  feature 
in  this  measure.  I  have  often  heard  it  said  by  emi- 
nent financiers,  in  this  House  and  out  of  it,  that 
the  greatest  work  which  this  colony  ever  did  was 
to  impose  restrictions  upon  the  borrowing  powers 
of  the  provinces.  Up  to  a  certain  peri(^  of  our 
history,  the  proviuces  had  the  power  to  borrow. 
I  do  not  wish  to  repeat  arguments  that  have  been 
made  use  of  so  frequently,  although  it  is  hard,  in 
a  session  of  five  months,  to  avoid  repeating  well- 
worn  truths ;  but  I  defy  the  most  ardent  advo- 
cate of  central  government  in  this  House  to 
prove  the  contrary  of  the  assertion  I  now  make, 
and  that  is,  that  the  provinces  dealt  quite  as 
wisely,  quite  as  fairly,  and  quite  as  economically 
with  the  money  placed  at  theur  disposal  for 
making  roads,  constructing  bridges,  and  carrying 
on  immigration  as  this  House  has  done.  I  will 
give  a  case  in  point.  Look  for  a  moment  at  the 
enormous  sums  we  have  spent  on  immigration. 
The  Province  of  Auckland,  I  find,  has  brought 
out  10,000  immigrants  of  a  superior  stamp, 
men  the  great  bulk  of  whom  still  remain  m 
the  province,  and  compriso  some  of  its  lead- 
ing citizens,  its  leading;  farmers,  and  its  lead- 
ing business  people,  while  a  ereat  many  others 
have  found  tneir  way  into  other  provinces,  and 
form  a  respectable  portion  of  the  population  of 
those  provinces.  Wnen  the  question  of  immigra- 
tion came  before  this  House  in  1874, 1  had  occa- 
sion to  inquire  into  the  cost  of  bringing  these 
people  out,  but  I  found  that  the  Treasury  books 
contained  no  record  of  cost  to  the  province.  The 
people  paid  their  own  passages,  and,  beyond  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  agency  at  Home,  the  pro- 
vince was  put  to  no  expense  whatever.  But  look 
at  our  immigration  departments  here,  our  Agent- 
General,  our  departments  at  Home,  our  assisted- 
fassage  system  ;  and  what  is  the  result  of  it  all  ? 
s  there  one  member  of  this  House  who  will 
venture  to  contend  that  one  person  out  of  eveiy 
fifty  brought  to  the  colony  has  permanently  set* 
tied  in  it?  Has  one  person  out  of  every  fifty 
introduced  to  the  eolony  during  the  last  five 
years  settled  down  amongst  the  population  and 
taken  up  land  ?    I  say  emphatically,  No.    WeU^ 
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we  ohote  to  stop  these  borrowing  powers ;  and 
what  has  happened  since  P  This  House  has  not 
called  into  ezistenoie  a  single  institution,  whe- 
ther it  be  a  Boad  Board,  a  Boroagh  Council, 
a  county,  a  shire,  a  Board  of  Works,  a  Board  of 
Birer  Conserrators,  to  which  it  has  not  given 
power  to  borrow  hand  oyer  hand.  The  Proyindal 
Councils  created  under  the  Constitution  Act  could 
not  be  trusted  to  borrow  ;  but  these  new  institu- 
tions which  we  are  about  to  charter  are  to  be 
allowed  to  borrow  in  the  most  indiscriminate 
fashion.  It  appears  impossible  to  do  a  single 
thing  now,  except  it  l>e  to  borrow  money.  I  re- 
member that,  about  two  years  ago,  this  colony 
was  called  "  The  Great  Loan  Land ! "  In  common 
with  other  people,  I  laughed  at  that  title  then, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  time  has  come 
when  that  jocular  phrase  has  begun  to  acquire  a 
bitter  significanoe,  the  full  effect  of  which  will  be 
made  apparent  to  the  people  before  many  years 
have  come  and  gone.  We  were  to  have  one 
GoTcrnment,  one  common  purse,  the  abolition 
of  all  existing  limitations  and  restrictions.  The 
people  were  to  be  made  to  feel  that  they  were 
one  people,  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  con- 
iiderationB.  And  now,  what  do  we  find  P  That 
not  one  of  these  brilliant  promises  is  to  be 
realized,  and  that,  in  order  to  enable  the  gorem- 
ment  of  the  Prorince  of  Auckland  and  two  or 
three  other  prorinces  to  be  carried  on,  we  are  to 
"fly  kites"  as  usual.  We  are  to  haye  recourse 
to  Treasury  bills,  and  to  go  into  the  discount 
market.  Sir,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
we  shall  be  in  the  position  of  those  expectant 
young  gentlemen  who  live  fast  lives  in  Tiew  of  a 
possible  income  from'  entailed  estates — we  shall 
nave,  in  discountine  our  bills,  to  put  up  with 
a  large  amount  of  bad  wine  and  worse  cigars. 
With  reference  to  section  24, 1  will  simply  call 
the  attention  of  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  to  the  fact  that  it  is,  I  think, 
insufficient  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
drafted.  It  appears  to  be  framed  as  an  appro- 
priation clause,  and  deals  with  all  revenues  now 
raised  by  Provincial  Ordinance;  but  it  omits 
from  its  provisions  several  important  details  with 
reference  to  the  taxes  which  ought  to  be  inserted. 
For  instance,  it  makes  no  mention  of  the  fees 
charged  for  inspection  of  sheep,  cattle,  and  other 
stock,  and  landing  and  brandmg  fees.'  There  is 
another  clause  to  which  I  have  a  strong  objection. 
It  is  the  9th  clause,  which  provides  that  '*  The 
person  holding  the  office  of  Superintendent  of 
each  province  at  the  date  of  its  abolition  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive,  during  the  time  for  which  he 
would  have  held  such  office  had  such  province  not 
been  abolished,  the  same  salary  as  that  which  he 
would  in  such  case  have  been  entitled  to  receive." 
I  contend  that  that  provision  is  not  fair  and  just, 
and  ought  not  to  have  been  inserted.  I  hope 
those  honorable  gentlemen  holding  seats  in  this 
House  who  are  Superintendents  of  provinces  will 
refuse  to  accept  sucb  a  proposal.  If  abolition  be 
a  just  thing,  if  it  be  a  aesirable  thing,  there  is  an 
objection  to  this  proposal,  and  it  is  this :  that  the 
office  is  a  political  office,  and  that  those  who  hold 
the  position  have  no  more  right  to  compensation, 
supposing  abolition  to  be  right  and  lawful,  than 


Ministers  would  be  if  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
fidence were  carried  against  tbem,  and  they  were 
turned  out  of  office  to-morrow.  It  is  a  propoul 
of  a  most  indelicate  clioracter,  and  ought  not  to 
have  been  made  while  tlie  gentlemen  who  fill  the 
position  of  Superintendents  of  proTinccs  contioae 
to  hold  seats  in  this  House.  If  it  be  right  to 
make  this  compensation  to  the  Superintendents, 
will  any  honorable  gentleman  tell  me  why  com- 
pensation should  not  be  given  to  the  members  of 
the  Executive  Councils  P 

Mr.  MONT<K)MEEY.— And  to  ex  members. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— And  to  ex-members.  Whj 
should  their  claims  not  be  recognized  P  Thcj 
oome  into  office  with  the  Superintendents,  and 
have  been  deprived  of  their  positions  by  the  legis- 
lation o{  this  House. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Why  not  the  whole 
Council  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Well,  the  whole  Council 
may  be  entitled  to  compensation,  because  the 
members  are  entitled  under  certain  circumstances 
to  receive  travelling  allowances  and  honoraria, 
which  are  now  done  away  with.  And  then  the 
Speaker  of  each  Council  should  also  be  included. 

Mr.  PYKE.— And  the  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Sdme  of  the  Oonnoils  hare 
no  Chairman  of  Committees,  but  where  there 
is  such  an  officer,  I  maintain  that  he  is  as 
much  entitled  to  consideration  as  the  Superin- 
tendent of  a  province.  However,  I  must  say  that 
to  my  mind  it  was  an  indelicate  proposal,  it  is 
one  which  ought  not  to  have  been  made,  and  it 
is  one  which  I  hope  will  be  repudiated  by  the 
gentlemen  who  are  affected  by  it,  who  have  seat* 
in  this  House.  Speaking  of  the  general  aspect 
of  the  BUI,  it  appears  to  me  to  l^  open  to  the 
rame  objection  which  many  proposals  coming  from 
the  Government  which  has  held  office  during  the 
last  four  or  five  years  is  open  to.  It  is  complex 
to  a  very  great  degree.  The  arrangements,  the 
changes,  the  sliifting  votes,  the  alterations  of  the 
proportions  of  moneys  to  ht  paid  to  the  various 
districts,  are  eminently  sueeestive  of  the  pea-and- 
thimble  trick,  so  successtmly  practised  on  race- 
courses. People  cannot  understand  an  Act  of 
this  kind.  They  do  not  know  what  they  ore 
going  to  get ;  and  the  only  explanation  of  the 
reason  for  bringing  down  a  Bill  of  this  complex 
and  difficult  character  is  that  it  may  take  peopls 
the  next  twelve  months  to  find  out  what  it  means, 
and  before  that  time  the  Government  will  be 
compelled  to  repeal  it.  I  am  not  goins  to  take 
an  extremely  gloomy  view  of  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  colony,  because  I  believe  it  will  tako 
more  than  five  years  of  misgovemment  to  ruin  this 
colony.  We  shall  require  not  one,  but  a  sacoes- 
sion  of  financial  geniuses  such  as  the  one  who 
has  now  ceased  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
government  of  the  colony,  to  do  that.  With  sU 
his  ingenuity,  and  wiUi  the  combined  ingenuity 
of  the  members  of  the  Government,  they  will 
not  be  able  to  destroy  this  colony.  It  has  on 
element  of  vitality  too  strong  to  bie  deprived  of 
life  ;  and  although  it  may  be  ^subject  to  years  ot 
depression,  we  shall  in  the  long-run  drop  on  onr 
feet.    But  there  is  thia  to  be  ooniideredj  that  ift 
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the  iDeantime  an  immeiue  amount  of  miseiy  will 
be  brought  upon  prirato  people.  Although  in 
the  long-run  we  snail  turn  up  right,  with  our 
credit  rertored  and  with  a  gooa  name  in  financial 
circles,  jet  in  the  meantime  there  will  be  a  great 
amount  of  misery  worked  upon  private  families, 
an  amount  of  depreciation  of  priyate  property 
of  a  most  injurious  kind ;  and  I  contend  that  the 
Goyemment  which  has  brought  in  this  Bill  will 
be  directly  responsible  for  all  this  misery'  and 
depression.  It  there  was  one  thing  which 
would  hare  carried  these  Abolition  proposals 
to  a  successful  issue,  it  would  have  been  an 
honest  attempt  to  cut  down  the  expenses 
of  the  colony,  to  reduce  its  departmental  ex- 
penditure, to  hare  reduoed  the  cost  of  gOTem- 
xnent  not  only  by  abolition  of  the  proyincial  form 
of  gOTemment,  but  by  a  simpUflcation  of  the 
colonial  form  of  gOTemment.  If  instead  of  in- 
creasing salaries,  instead  of  inresting  in  luxurious 
yachts,  instead  of  maintaining  at  Home  gigantic 
establishments  which  are  no  longer  necessary,  we 
had  put  all  these  moneys  together  towards  de- 
Teloping  honestly  and  fairly  tho§e  out-districts 
which  are  claimed  to  be  under  the  special  pro- 
tection of  the  Colonial  €K>Temment,  then  there 
would  be  some  justification  for  the  Abolition  pro- 
posals, there  would  have  been  some  prospect  that 
the  period  of  depression  would  not  be  so  long  in 
duration  or  so  severe  in  its  operation  as  I  fear  it 
is  likely  to  become.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  further  in  speaking  upon  this 
measure ;  but  in  Committee  I  shall  endeavour,  if 
possible,  to  insert  a  clause  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  to  deprive  endowed  municipalities  of 
any  right  to  participate  in  the  vote  of  this  House. 
I  shall  propose  an  amendment  to  the  effect.  That 
out  of  any  moneys  payable  to  municipalities  there 
shall  be  first  deductea  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount 
received  by  them  for  rent  or  revenue  of  public 
endowments  during  the  previous  year,  and  tnat  all 
savings  thereby  effected  shall  go  to  the  country  dis- 
tricts. I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  will  not  put  any  uncharitable  construc- 
tion on  the  remarks  I  have  made,  but  will  believe 
me  when  I  say  that  I  have  only  fairly  criticised 
some  parts  of  the  measure  whicn  occurred  to  me 
as  of  importance  to  bring  before  the  House.  I 
still  repeat  that,  if  the  Government  wish  to  make 
these  arrangements  endurable  and  palatable  to 
the  people  living  in  the  countir  districts,  they 
will  abolish  proposals  which  will  treat  the  rich 
and  poor  districts  of  the  country  alike.  If  they 
will  do  that,  they  will  remove  one  serious  objec- 
tion to  their  proposals.  They  will  prove  that  one 
result  of  the  Abolition  policy  will  be  Uiat  a  larger 
amount  of  money  will  be  available  for  the  out- 
districts  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  improve- 
ments and  opening  up  the  country  for  settle^ 
ment.  As  the  matter  stands  now,  instead  of  ten 
Provincial  Gbvernments  we  shall  have  simply 
sixty-three  Provincial  Governments,  each  witli  an 
expensive  staff.  We  shall  have  all  the  mischiefs 
and  offences  of  Provincialism — for  I  do  not  deny 
that  there  have  been  offences  connected  with 
Provindalism — we  shall  have  all  these  perpetuated 
and  maintained ;  and  we  shall  not  receive  as  com- 
pensation for  them  those  benefits  and  blessings 


which  the  Government  led  the  country  to  look 
forward  to  on  their  completion  of  the  Abolition 
policy. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— Before  you  leave  the  chair 
to  go  into  Committee,  I  should  like  to  refer  vex^ 
briefiy  to  some  of  the  provisions  contained  in  this 
BilL  I  am  not  altogether  satisfied  with  the  Bill, 
inasmuch  as  it  does  not  carry  out  the  Abolition 
Act  passed  last  session.  I  think,  if  there  is  one 
thing  more  to  be  deplored  than  another,  it  is  the 
&ct  that  our  Acts  passed  one  year  are  veiy  much 
interfered  with  in  the  next — ^that  there  is  really 
no  finality,  or  even  anything  approaching  to 
finality,  in  the  laws,  we  are  passing  this  session. 
I  find  in  the  6th  subsection  of  the  4th  clause 
that  the  Land  Fund  is  to  be  charged  with 
primary  education,  the  maintenance  of  hospitals 
and  other  charitable  institutions,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  museums.  Now,  the  22nd  section 
of  the  Abolition  Act  provides — 

"  That  the  cost,  charges,  and  expenses  of  police, 
gaols,  harbours,  hospitids,  lunatic  asylums,  charit- 
able institutions,  museums,  public  libraries,  and 
of  education  thronghout  the  colony,  shall  be 
borne  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  so  &r  as  such 
costs,  charges,  and  expenses  are  not  otherwise 
by  law  provided  for." 

They  are  not  provided  for  by  law,  excepting  in 
those  provinces  where  they  have  reserves.  Of 
course,  I  can  understand  that  the  revenues  of 
these  reserves  are  applicable  for  these  purposes ; 
but  I  deny  altogether  that  it  was  ever  the  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  last  session  to  bring 
these  charges  to  bear  upon  the  land  revenue.  It 
is  not  dear  to  me  how  some  of  these  institutions 
can  otherwise  be  supported  except  from  the  land 
revenue  or  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue.  For 
example,  with  regard  to  education,  so  far  as 
the  Province  of  Otago  is  oonoemed,  we  have 
no  great  reason  to  complain;  because  the  land 
revenue,  according  to  the  original  terms  of 
purchase,  was  to  be  devoted  to  immigration,  edu- 
cation, and  public  works.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bodney  has  already  referred  to  section  9 
of  the  Bill.  I  had  intended  to  address  myself  at 
some  length  to  it,  but  I  think  it  will  hardly  be 
necessary  after  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable 
member.  I  quite  agree  "with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber that  it  was  a  great  mistake  on  the  part  of  tho 
Government  to  propose  such  a  provision  as  is 
contained  in  this  section — to  provide  that  certain 
allowances  shall  be  made  to  the  Superintendents. 
As  was  remarked  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney,  if  allowances  are  to  be  made  to  the 
Superintendents  of  provinces,  why  not  also  to  the 
Speakers,  Chairmen  of  Committees,  and  even  the 
members  of  the  Councils?  Why  should  there 
not  be  compensation  giren  to  them  ?  I  do  trust 
the  Government  will  offer  no  opposition  to  tho 
striking  out  of  this  provision.  Then  there  is 
section  11,  which  is  contrary  to  the  Abolition  Act 
of  last  session.  Bv  that  Act,  the  whole  amount 
of  Treasury  Bills  that>  could  bo  in  circulation  at 
any  one  time  was  not  to  exceed  £100,000.  Now, 
provision  is  made  in  this  Bill  for  £160,000.  I 
have  gone  carefully  into  the  matter,  and  I  be- 
lieve even  that  amount  will  be  far  less  than  the 
amount  that  will  be  required.    I  would  like  to 
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hoar  from  tbo  Ooremmont  how  they  intend  to 
get  rid  of  the§c  Treasury  billp,  if  in  one  year  they 
require  no  less  than  £150,000.  Then  section  14 
says,  "There  shall  be  issued  and  paid  out  of 
tbo  Consolidated  Fund  during  each  financial 
year,  for  five  years  after  this  Act  comes 
into  operation,  but  no  longer,  the  following 
sums,"  &e.  I  cannot  see  why  there  is  any  neoes- 
sity  to  limit  these  powers  to  five  years.  Of  course 
I  am  qnite  aware  that  any  Act  is  subject  to 
alteration  from  year  to  year ;  at  the  same  time  I 
think  that  in  passing  the  Abolition  Act  there  was 
no  intention  toat  these  powers  should  be  stopped 
at  the  end  of  five  years.  I  feel  perfectly  certain 
that  if  that  had  been  stated  at  the  time  it  would 
haye  been  yery  difficult  to  pass  the  Abolition  Act 
at  all.  I  am  conyinced  that  if  the  public  at  the 
late  election  had  known  that  it  was  only  to  last 
for  fire  years  there  would  have  been  a  greater 
number  of  members  returned  in  opposition  to 
abolition  than  were  retui-ned.  By  fixing  it  only 
for  fiye  years,  it  is  indicating  the  opinion  of  the 
Legislature  that  at  the  end  of  fiye  years  this  ar- 
rangement is  to  be  entirely  done  away  with. 
.  Then  from  the  contribution  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Reyenue  to  Borough  Councils  and  County 
Councils  there  are  to  be  certain  deductions  made 
for  the  maintenance  of  hospitals  and  charitable 
institutions.  If  these  deductions  are  to  be  made, 
the  County  Councils  and  Municipalities  will  be 

g laced  in   a  worse   position   than   they  would 
aye  been  in  under  proyincial  institutions. 
Major  ATKINSON.— You    hare    not    calcu- 
lated It. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  haye  calculated  it  pretty 
well,  and,  as  far  as  Otago  is  concerned,  it  will  bo 
placed  in  a  far  worse  position  if  the  hospitals  and 
charitable  institutions  are  put  upon  the  Corpora- 
tions and  Coimty  Councils.  The  people  there 
will  be  in  a  far  worse  position  than  they  would 
haye  been  in  under  the  Proyincial  Goyerument. 
Then  I  turn  to  section  28,  in  which  there  is  also 
a  deviation  from  the  Abolition  Act.  The  gold 
fields  reyenue  is  to  he  deyot«d  to  the  county  in 
which  the  reyenue  is  raised  ;  but  according  to 
the  Abolition  Act  proyision  was  made  that  it  was 
only  the  balance  that  was  to  be  paid,  after  all 
charges  of  administration  were  met.  I  think 
that  that  alteration  is  a  very  material  one,  which 
will  yery  much  aifect  the  finances  of  the  colony. 
Section  87  giyes  the  Goyemor  power  to  increase 
the  compensation  to  be  paid  to  officers  employed 
in  the  goyernment  of  the  colony  or  the  goyem- 
ment  of  any  district,  whose  seryices  may  be 
dispensed  with  ;  and  such  increase  is  to  be  in 
addition  to  the  compensation  provided  for  by 
section  13  of  "The  Abolition  of  Proyinces/Act, 
1876,"  and  is  to  consist  of  not  more  than  six 
months'  salary,  or  land  to  the  value  of  one 
month's  salary  for  each  year's  service.  That  is 
asking  for  too  much  power  for  the  Goremment, 
and  it  should  be  distinctly  stated  in  the  Bill  or 
in  the  Appropriation  Act  what  compensation  is 
to  be  given  to  all  these  provincial  officers  for 
the  loss  of  office.  It  certainly  should  not  be 
left  to  the  Government  to  fix  aifibrential  rates 
and  to  give  away  the  land  of  the  colony.  I 
trust  that  in  Committee  the  Government  wiU 


I  agree  to  strike  out  this  clause  altogether,  or  to  so 
amend  it  as  to  define  what  the  colony  is  going 

!  to  pay  in  the  shape  of  compensation,  and  not  have 
fish  made  of  one  and  flesh  of  the  other.     I  will 

!  refer  the  Committee  to  clause  4,  subsection  7, 
which  refers  especially  to  Taranaki.  According 
to  the  Act  passed  in  1874,  one-fourth  of  the  gross 
land  revenue  of  that  province  was  set  aside  as  an 
endowment  to  the  Harbour  Board.  Under  the 
Abolition  Act,  certain  payments  are  to  be  made 
Out  of  the  Land  Fund,  and  I  think  that  these  de- 
ductions should  be  made  before  the  one-fourth 
iff  handed  over  to  the  Harbour  Board.  I 
trust  the  House  will  agree  to  an  amendment 
to  that  eiFect.  I  roust  say  that,  although  I  intend 
to  support  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee 
upon  this  Bill,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  in  Com- 
mittee to  urge  upon  the  Government  the  passing 
of  such  amendments  as  I  think  necessary. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  wish  to  refer  to  two 
clauses  in  the  Bill.  The  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  has  taken  up  most  of  the  points  in 
the  Bill,  and  has  spoken  very  fairly  upon  them  ; 
but  he  made  one  error.  He  spoke  of  iB  160,000 
of  Treasury  bills  being  issued ;  but  the  Gk>vem- 
xbent  proposed  to  issue  jicbtIj  £150,000  of  IVea- 
■ury  bills  for  the  half-year,  which  will  bo  nearly 
£300,000  for  the  year. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  referred  to  seclion  11, 
which  states  that  the  Treasury  bills  issued  under 
authority  of  the  Act  shall  not  at  any  one  time 
exceed  £150,000. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— If  the  financial  ar- 
rangements proposed  by  the  Government  are 
oarried  out,  we  must  of  necessity  repeal  this 
clause,  and  substitute  a  limit  of  £300,000  of 
Treasury  bills,  because  provision  is  only  made  for 
half  a  year.  We  must  do  that  next  year,  unless 
there  is  a  very  great  increase  in  the  amount  of 
money  received  from  land  revenues.  What  are 
we  doing  now  P  We  are  repealing  the  Abolition 
Act  so  far  as  it  says  that  only  £100,000  of 
Treasury  bills  should  be  in  circulation  at  any 
one  time,  by  providing  for  an  additional  issue 
to  the  extent  of  £150,000;  and  in  the  future 
wo  shall  of  necessity  have  to  repeal  this 
clause,  unless  our  financial  position  alters  yery 
much.  The  Government  propose  that  the  sub- 
sidies and  this  disposal  of  the  Land  Fund 
shall  only  last  for  Bre  years.  Honorable  mem- 
bers must  consider  what  there  is  in  the  past  to 
lead  us  to  believe  that  this  will  Inst  for  five  years. 
I  would  ask  the  Premier  himself  to  consider  what 
there  is  in  the  past  to  lead  him  to  believe  that 
this  will  last  for  five  years.  Wo  have  already 
dianged  from  that  provision  in  the  Abolition 
Act  by  which  it  was  proposed  that  hospitals, 
charitable  i^id,  and  education,  and  so  on,  were  to 
be  placed  upon  the  Consolidated  Revenue,  for 
they  are  now  to  bo  placed  upon  the  Land  Fund  j 
and  should  the  Land  Fund  not  bo  able  to  bear  it, 
we  are  to  issue  Treasury  bills.  It  is  almost  ridi- 
culous to  talk  of  this  lasting  for  five  years,  and  it 
is  holding  out  to  the  country  a  delusive  hope  that 
will  never  be  realized.  We  may  be  quite  sure 
that  we  shall  change  front  next  session.  The 
mode  of  distributing  any  balance  out  of  land 
revenue  might  be  cavilled  at,  but  I  think  it  is 
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rerj  problematical  whether  there  will  be  any 
balance  out  of  the  Land  Fund  next  year.  Bfj 
honorable  friends  from  Auckland  think  there 
will  be  a  land  rerenne  which  might  be  appro- 
priated as  a  general  Aind.  I  will  tell  them 
that  I  hare  seen  the  land  rerenue  of  Canter- 
bury from  sales  nearly  as  low  as  £30,000;  and 
it  is  put  down  here  at  £200,000.  I  know  that 
the  land  reyenue  of  Canterbury  has  been  large 
latterly;  but  the  land  fit  for  cultivation  has 
been  nearly  all  sold.  There  is  hilly  land  and 
ffrayelly  Umd  left,  and  also  small  lots  of  good 
hind  here  and  there,  but  the  great  bulk  of  the 
agricultural  land  is  sold  ;  and  any  man  knowing 
the  Prorinee  of  Canterbury  will  admit  that  the 
land  revenue  must  fall  o£P  very  considerably. 
Next  session,  if  the  Assembly  should  determine 
to  absorb  the  whole  of  the  Land  Fund  of  Canter- 
bury, I  do  not  think  it  will  put  the  financial 
state  of  the  colony  in  any  better  position.  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  the  House  that  we  are  pass- 
ing a  Bill  which  holds  out  delusire  hopes  that 
WLU  nerer  be  realized,  when  we  say  that  a  certain 
order  of  things  shall  endure  for  five  years.  No 
doubt  it  looks  very  pretty  in  the  Bill,  but  it  will 
last  only  just  as  long  as  any  of  the  financial  pro- 
posals of  the  Qoremment  have  lasted — that  is, 
from  year  to  yesr.  The  only  one  thing  we  can 
depend  upon  is  borrowing  more  money.  That  is 
the  whole  secret  of  the  financial  arrangements  of 
the  country.  I  ask,  is  there  any  use  whatever  in 
putting  in  the  clause  as  to  the  five  years  P 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS. — I  am  in  a  rather  singular 
position  with  reference  to  this  Bill.  In  many 
respeets  I  ogree  with  what  has  been  said  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Hodney ;  but  I  feel  bound 
to  accept  it  as  it  stands  in  lieu  of  something 
better.  It  has  been  pointed  out  in  this  House 
very  often,  that  those  who  have  prayed  for  aboli- 
tion have  now  sot  what  they  deecrved.  When 
they  say  that  they  do  not  know  why  members 
prayed  for  abolition,  they  did  not  understand 
the  state  of  our  ease,  and  I  think  they  are  rather 
hard  upon  us.  To  me.  Provincialism  represented 
the  utmost  abomination.  I  knew  that  nothing 
could  be  worce  than  it,  for  it  was  tyrannous  in  the 
extreme.  It  was  for  that  reason  we  desired  to  get 
rid  of  it.  It  was  pretty  well  known  in  my  dis- 
trict that  wo  should  gain  nothing  by  abolition; 
but  we  should  get  rid  of  tyranny  such  as  English- 
men never  suirar  under.  With  reference  to  this 
Bill,  I  will  call  attention  to  this  :  that  in  section 
4  it  is  proposed  to  charge  against  the  Land  Fund 
the  money  expended  upon  railways  in  the  dis- 
trict, but  I  do  not  sec  that  main  lines  of  road  are 
to  be  so  charged.  Auckland  is  one  provincial 
district,  and  in  it  there  are  railways  which  are 
not  within  200  miles  of  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
fince.  Yet  these  railways  are  to  t>e  a  charge 
against  the  whole  district;  and  persons  who 
have  no  railways,  and  wre  never  likely  to  have 
any,  are  yet  called  upon  to  pay  their  quota 
towards  them,  while  they  cannot  get  any  benefit 
from  them.  At  the  same  time,  the  House  has 
refused  to  allow  main  lines  of  road  to  be  charged 
against  the  Land  Fund,  although  main  lines  of 
road  are  to  some  portions  of  the  province  what 
nilwajs  aro  to  others.    That  is  a  very  poor  state 
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of  affairs  indeed.  I  do  not  know  any  remedy  for 
it,  but  it  is  one  of  the  bad  things  in  this  Bill. 
Again,  the  proceeds  of  all  rural  land  over  408. 
per  acre  are  to  be  paid  to  the  county ;  but  I  have 
always  held  that  we  should  have  commenced  by 
giving  to  the  counties  something  out  of  the  Land 
Fund,  and  the  remainder  should  go  to  the  G-o- 
vemment.  The  Land  Fund  should  be  charged, 
first,  with  the  making  of  roads,  and  the  remainder 
should  be  given  to  the  Government.  That  would 
be  just  reversing  the  operation  proposed  in  the 
Bill.  Everything  is  fint  squeezed  out  of  the 
land ;  and  u  anything  is  left,  it  is  to  be  given  to 
the  counties.  AH  through  this  Bill,  we  find  the 
word  "  provincial"  still  used.  I  think  the  sooner 
we  get  rid  of  that  word  the  better.  We  read 
of  "  provincial  liabilities,"  **  provincial  districts," 
and  so  on.  For  my  part,  I  should  like  to  strike 
the  word  'provincial"  out  of  the  dictionary  al- 
together. This  is  not  true  abolition  of  the  pro- 
vinces. Provincialism  still  remains,  and  we  are 
to  have  the  same  masters  by  a  different  name. 
Until  this  House  and  the  (jovemment  are  pre- 
pared  to  abolish  the  provincial  districts  altogether, 
we  shall  really  gain  no  very  great  benefit  from 
the  counties.  I-  do  not  suppose  it  is  of  any  use 
for  me  to  say  more.  I  know  we  are  still  going  to 
suffer  under  this  new  arrangement ;  but  we  shall, 
at  all  events,  have  got  nd  of  an  abominable 
tyranny. 

Mr.  BEID. — I  think  the  honorable  member 
for  Rodney  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  House  for 
opening  up  this  debate.  I  cannot  say  I  agree 
with  the  beginning  of  his  speech  in  regard  to 
the  delay  in  the  business  of  the  session.  I  quite 
agree  with  him  that  it  is  the  duty  of  members 
to  give  their  attention  to  all  important  business, 
and  it  is  no  part  of  our  duty  to  stifie  discussion 
from  a  desire  to  return  to  our  homes.  When  we 
take  the  responsibility  upon  ourselrcs  of  coming 
here  to  legislate  for  the  countiy,  we  take  a  res- 
ponsibility we  cannot  evade  by  simply  desiring  to 
return  home.  When  any  important  discussion  is 
on,  or  any  important  matter  has  to  be  considered, 
we  should  give  our  full  time  to  it.  But  I  think 
the  honorable  gentleman  will  admit  that  the  signs 
of  impatience  which  have  been  shown  by  honor- 
able members  have  been  not  to  the  consideration 
of  real  business,  but  because  our  time  has  very 
often  l>een  taken  up  with  the  consideration  of 
matters  of  comparatively  little  importance  to  the 
country,  and  of  little  moment  to  members  of  tliis 
House  generally;  because  these  matters  could 
lead  to  no  real  issue.  In  fact,  many  of  us  felt 
that  we  were  descending  to  the  position  of  a 
debating  society,  and  that  we  were  arriving  at  no 
practical  result.  Members  were  then  veiy  natu- 
rally impatient.  I  look  at  it  that  we  have  only 
now  arrived  at  the  real  business  of  the  session, 
and  that  tlie  Bill  we  are  discussing  is  one  of  the 
most  important  that  has  been  placed  before- us. 
I  share  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  other  honor- 
able members  that  this  Act  is  but  an  Act  for  a 
time.  It  may  last  for  twelve  months,  but  it  is 
very  probable  that  it  will  be  amended  when  next 
we  meet.  There  are  one  or  two  provisions  in  it 
on  which  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words. 
And  first,  with  respeet  to  section  6 1  it  oon- 
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tains  »  proTuion,  and  a  yery  proper  oue,  that 
the  colony  should  take  orer  certain  public 
works  that  arc  to  be  constructed  at  the  expense 
of  the  proTinces,  and  that  the  debt  of  each  pro- 
Tinoe  is  to  be  reduced  to  a  corresponding  ex- 
tent in  consequence  of  such  takinf^  oyer.  That 
is  a  Tery  fa*r  provision,  but  it  does  not  go  far 
enough.  If  we  are  to  hare  abolition,  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  as  perfect  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden  wishes,  so  that  the  word  "  pro- 
Tince"  may  neyer  be  used  in  the  language:  in- 
deed, I  would  suggest  to  the  honorable  member 
that  the  title  ofthe  Abolition  Act  should  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "  proTince ;" 
and  as  I  hare  as  strong  an  objection  to  the  word 
"  Abolition"  as  he  has  to  <'  Prorinoe,"  we  might 
strike  out  that  word  too— I  say  if  we  are  to  ac- 
knowledge the  taking  orer  of  those  proyincial 
works  which  have  cost  money  to  the  rospectiye 
districts,  and  to  maintain  the  system  of  charging 
to  the  proTinces  the  proportion  of  their  liability, 
then  there  are  other  yaluable  considerations  be- 
sides railways  that,  I  presume,  will  also  be  taken 
orer.  In  the  prorince  from  which  I  come,  we 
hare  some  rerj  yaluable  public  buildings ;  and  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  a  proper  position  to 
place  that  prorince  in,  to  say  that  you  should 
absolutely  take  that  property  oyer  and  make  no 
corresponding  reduction  of  the  liabilities  oi  the 
proyince.  The  same  would  apply  to  other  pro- 
yincee.  It  would  be  right,  in  taking  oyer  the 
proyindal  liabilities  and  maintaining  them  as  a 
charge  against  the  prorinces,  that  SUL  property, 
wheUier  railways  or  other  property,  that  is  going 
to  be  taken  oyer  absolutely  by  the  Gfeneral  Qto- 
yemment,  should  be  yalued  as  the  railways  are  to 
be,  and  credited  to  the  proyinces,  and  the  interest 
and  loan  charees  correspondingly  reduced.  That 
would  place  the  proyinces  on  an  equal  footing, 
and  be  only  right  and  reasonable  as  long  as  these 
charges  are  maintained.  The  objections  to  this 
Bill  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Ohahners  are  of  a  rather  peculiar  nature.  As  hr 
as  I  understood  him,  he  objected  to  the  proyi- 
iion  that  these  subsidies  are  only  to  last  for  fire 
years.  I  should  haye  thought  he  would  be  de- 
lighted if  he  could  make  up  his  mind  that  there 
was  a  prospect  of  their  continuing  for  five  years. 
If  I  belieyed,  as  I  do  not  belieye,  that  this 
was  a  judicious  way  to  expend  the  public  reve- 
nues, and  if  I  had  such  a  Bill  as  this  before  me, 
I  should  be  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  these 
subsidies  continuing  for  fiye  years.  But  as  I  do 
not  beliere  in  this  system,  and  look  upon  it  as 
exceedingly  prejudicial  to  the  community  that 
subsidieB  should  be  maintained  from  this  source, 
I  am  delighted  with  the  idea  that  this  year  will 
be  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  these  subsidies 
from  Consolidated  Bevenue.  The  honorable 
gentleman  asks,  "  How  will  the  Treasury  bills  be 
redeemed?  How  will  you  redeem  them,  and 
continue  these  subsidies!?"  The  answer  is  yery 
simple :  Tou  cannot ;  and  the  only  way  in  which 
you  can  get  rid  of  the  Treasury  bills  is  to  fund 
them  from  year  to  year,  and  add  them  to  your 
funded  debt.  I  do  not  think  that  would  be  a 
yery  wise  course,  and  therefore  I  am  persuaded 
that  this  system  of  granting  subsidies  fitm  the 


Consolidated  Berenue  will  be  discontinued  at 
the  yeiy  earliest  possible  date.  With  regard  to 
the  22nd  section,  which  proridee  for  the  alloca- 
tion of  the  gold  fields  revenue,  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  intended,  but  it  appears  to  me,  ai 
the  clause  is  drafted,  that  it  proyidee  that  pas- 
toral rents  are  to  go  as  revenue  in  the  districts. 
I  am  glad  that  the  Premier  shakes  his  head,  at  I 
presume  it  indicates  that  is  not  the  intention ;  but 
the  clause  as  it  is  now  reads  thus :  "  Bevenues  ac- 
cruing from  the  sale  of  waste  lands  of  the  Crown, 
or  rents,  or  other  mon^  received  under  agri- 
cultural leases  in  any  district,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  part  of  the  Land  Fund  of  such  district" 
Then  what  is  to  become  of  the  pastoral  rents? 
There  is  a  comma  after  the  word  "  rents,"  but  it 
does  not  make  such  a  break  in  the  clause  as  to 
make  the  provision  clear. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  can  make  it  clear. 

Mr.  BBID. — I  think  that  is  the  right  couree 
to  take,  and  that  will  satisfy  me.    The  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  has  nused  an  objeo- 
tioo  to  the  compensation  to  be  given  to  prorincial 
officers.      I  think  the  provision  here  made  is 
little  enough.    I  know,  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
yince I  come  from — and  I  presume  it  is  not 
intended  to  depart  from  the  terms  under  which 
the   provincial  officers   hold    their    positions— 
the  terms  are  to  this  effect:  that  any  officer 
who  is  discharged  from  the  service  on  account  of 
his  serrices  no  longer  being  required,  so  long  as 
there  is  no  fault    to    be-  found  with  him,  is 
entitled   to    compensation  at   the   rate  of  one 
month's  pay  for  every  year's  service,  and  that 
pay  b  given  in  cash.    Of  course  there  is  no  law 
proridiug  for  those  terms;   but  a  circular  was 
sent  to  the  officers  some  years  ago,  stating  that 
that  would  be  the  compensation  for  loss  of  office. 
The  provision  in  the  present  Bill  is  that,  at  the 
option  of  the  Governor,  the  compensation  to  be 
given  may  either  consist  of  not  more  than  six 
months'    salary,  or  land  to  the  value  of  one 
month's  salary  for  each  year  of  service.    That  is 
putting  the  officers  in  a  worse  position  than  they 
are  at  present,  and  I  am  sure  Uie  Government 
will  never  repudiate  the  agreements  which  exist 
between  the  Provincial  Gbvemments  and  their 
officers.    There  is  just  one  other  matter  in  rela- 
tion to  this  Bill  that  I  should  like  to  refer  to, 
and  that  is  in  reference  to  the  speech  the  Com- 
missioner of  Customs  made  a  few  days  ago.    I 
listened  to  that  speech  with  very  great  attention, 
and  I  see  it  is  now  published  in  Mamard,  and,  to 
my  mind,  it  gives,  from  his  standpoint,  a  clear 
view  of  the  position  tlie  Province  of  Otago  will  be 
in  after  abohtion  takes  place.    I  must  say  that  the 
balance,  as  shown  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  is 
much  more  favourable  than  I  expected.    I  had 
prepared  a  paper  n^self,  showing  how,  in  m j  new, 
abolition  would  afiect  the  province,  and  I  made 
out  that  it  would  suffer  a  loss  of  from  £10,000  to 
£18,000  per  annum.    I  find  the  honorable  gentle- 
man makes  out  a  dear  sain ;  but  there  are  tome 
items  he  has  inserted  which  I  think  can  scarcely 
be  taken  as  gains.    He  takes  as  savings  the  ex- 
penses of  elections,  printing,  Oageite,  telegraph 
messages.  Home  Agency ;  but  he  has  not  pat,  on 
the  other  side,  the  expenses  of  the  elections  of  tbe 
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County  Coanoilfl.  In  dealing  with  this  matter,  it 
Ib  no  use  to  show  jou  have  a  saving  in  the  pro- 
Tincial  elections;  while  you  forget  to  show  what 
the  new  system  will  cost  to  the  people  as  a  whole ; 
for  it  is  not  the  proyince  simply,  hut  the  people 
of  the  country,  who  should  be  benefited  by  the 
change.  Therefore,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  not  put  the  cost  of  the  County  Council  elec- 
tions on  the  other  side,  it  would  have  been  better 
to  hare  left  this  item  out  altogether.  Then  as 
regards  printing  the  Oazette,  I  renture  to  say 
that  the  cost  of  printing,  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment, will  be  ten  times  what  it  was  under  the  old. 
And  here,  I  may  say,  I  regret  yery  much  that  the 
Premier  has  not  acceded  to  the  request  which  I 
so  strongly  urged  last  session,  that  it  would  be 
wise  to  retain  the  Prorinoial  Gazettes,  so  that  all 
public  notifications  that  may  be  required  might 
be  published  in  them.  I  belieye  the  sannc 
would  be  great  if  that  were  adopted.  I  urged 
that  matter  Teiy  strongly;  and  I  only  regret 
now  that  the  Bills  whicli  would  be  affected  by 
such  an  arrangement  had  so  far  advanced  that 
the  proTision  could  not  Terr  well  be  carried 
out.  The  ProTinoial  Ghttette  is  circulated  gratis, 
and  the  advantage  it  is  to  the  different  localities 
is  shown  by  the  fSust  that  the  Road  Boards  and 
all  goToming  powers  insert  their  advertisements 
in  it.  Of  course  the  newspapers  are  down  upon 
it,  because  it  takes  the  grist  from  their  mills.  So 
in  regard  to  other  items  of  saving  which  the 
honorable  eentleman  gives — I  do  not  say  inten- 
tionally witii  the  view  of  misleading,  but  I  think 
tfaey  cannot  all  be  taken  as  savings,  for  the  same 
expenses  will  have  to  be  incurrod  by  the  local 

Soveming  bodies  when  they  are  established.  The 
onorable  gentleman  then  went  on  to  refer  to 
statements  made  by  myself  when  I  was  speaking 
in  the  Separation  debate,  as  it  is  callea.  The 
statement  I  then  made  was  not  intended  as  a 
comparison  between  the  condition  in  which  the 
provinces  would  be  under  the  new  arrangement 
and  as  they  were  under  the  old — ^not  as  showing 
that  we  should  be  much  worse  under  the  Abo- 
lition Financial  Arrangements  Bill ;  I  wished 
to  show  what  the  Provmcial  Government  spent 
last  year,  and  what  we  should  have  to  spend 
under  the  Premier's  proposals.  In  stating  what 
we  expended  last  year,  I  was  replying  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Wakattpu  and  6thers,  who 
oomplained  that  the  Provincial  Gbvemment  had 
not  spent  enough.  I  then  took  out  flffures  and 
showed  what  we  had  exactly  spent.  I  did  not 
say  that  what  we  had  expended  was  from  revenue, 
but  I  said  that,  if  we  were  forced  into  extra- 
vagant expenditure,  it  was  owing  to  the  vicious 
system  into  which  we  had  been  driven.  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  justify  the  expenditure  of  so 
kurge  a  sum.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  it  appear 
for  a  moment  that  we  could  legitimately  spend 
io  large  a  sum  year  after  year.  The  honorable 
gentleman  then  went  on  to  ask :  If  this  sum  had 
been  spent  by  counties,  would  it  not  have  been 
spent  to  greater  advantage  P  I  say  it  could  not. 
If  we  had  had  eiglit  or  ten  counties  to  superin- 
tend the  expenditure  of  that  money,  we  should 
have  required  eight  or  ten  times  the  number  of 
puUio  officers  employed  by  the  Pvovinoial  Gbvem- 


ment ;  and  when  you  have  a  large  number  of  per- 
sons and  officers  superintending  the  expenditure, 
you  have  less  efficiency,  and  the  work  is  done  at  a 
greatly  increased  cost.  That  is  tlie  argument  I 
have  always  been  endeavouring  to  urge  upon  this 
question  of  abolition.  I  have  always  urged  that 
by  having  larger  divisions  of  the  country,  each 
efficiently  worked  by  one  staff  of  officers,  you 
could  manage  matters  more  economically,  more 
efficiently  and  more  satisfactorily,  with  a  ^ven 
sum  to  be  expended.  It  is  an  arffument  which  I 
think  I  can  still  maintain ;  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  when  we  have  had  a  little  experience  of  the 
new  system  it  will  be  seen  that  I  am  not  wrouff. 
I  presume  we  must  bow  to  the  decision  to  whi(»i 
the  Parliament  has  come.  Evidently  some  pctfts 
of  the  country  have  been  ripening  towards  this 
desire  for  abolition.  The  yery  name  of  Provin- 
cialism has  become  distasteful  to  some  honorable 
members,  and  I  believe  it  has  been  made  obvious  to 
some  parts  of  the  country.  But  I  think  it  quite 
possible  that  before  long  we  shall  find  Centralism 
to  be  as  odious,  and  that  what  has  been  termed 
"  a  system  of  local  government  endowed  with  sub- 
stantial revenues  "  will  also  become  as  obnoxious 
and  distastefuL  Then  we  shall  require  further 
change.  We  are  a  people  fond  of  onanget ;  and 
I  am  not  now  going  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
making  the  very  best  provision  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  that  can  be  obtained.  I 
took  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  make  an 
explanation  with  reference  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Customs.  I  do  not  say 
that  financially  it  is  going  to  be  a  yery  serious- 
matter.  As  lonp  as  these  measures  are  carried 
out,  if  the  promises  made  in  these  Acts  are  ful- 
filled, I  do  not  say  that  financially  it  is  going  to 
make  a  very  material  difference.  I  believe  that^ 
to  some  extent,  it  will  be  a  loss  to  the  province 
from  which  I  come  $  and  I  am  sure  that,  as  re- 

Skrds  administration,  there  will  be  a  great  loss, 
ut  what  I  most  object  to  is  the  taking  away 
from  that  part  of  the  country  of  powers  which 
I  contend  were  advanta^us  to  it,  and  which 
I  contend  would  have  relieved  this  House  of  the 
tiresome  and  tedious  business  which  will  be 
brought  up  to  it  time  after  time.  What  I  object 
to  is  the  taking  away  from  the  people  of  the 
power  of  determining  in  regard  to  matters  of 
purely  local  importance.  The  people,  through 
their  representatives,  will  now  have  to  come  here 
and  discuss  these  matters  with  persons  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  who  know  very  little  of  the 
circumstances.  The  result  of  this.  Sir,  will  bo 
that  matters  of  vast  importance  to  looatities  will 
be  decided  by  the  chance  votea  of  a  Ministe- 
rial majority.  How  can  members  of  this  House 
pretend  to  know  anything  in  vjnrd  to  those 
matters  ?  Members  will  say,  **  We  do  not  care 
for  your  little  local  affairs ;  we  will  vote  which- 
ever  way  the  Qovemment  votes."  I  do  not  say 
that  it  is  the  Gh>vemment  that  will  be  blamable 
in  this  respect.  I  say  that  it  is  the  House  itself 
that  will  be  blamable.  Members  cannot  inform 
themselves,  and  therefore  they  will  be  ffuided  by 
the  GK>yemment.  I  am  not  going  to  tale  up  any 
more  time ;  but  I  could  not  allow  this  oppor- 
tunity to  past  without  giving  esprMsion  to  my 
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views  on  this  point  I  repeftfe  that  what  I  regret 
in  the  changes  tliat  ars  about  to  take  place  is  not 
■olelj  in  regard  to  the  loss  of  rerenue.  I  beliere 
that,  even  if  the  provincial  system  continued,  we 
ooold  not  expend  at  the  rate  we  have  spent.  I 
contend  that  both  the  colony  and  the  provinces 
were  expending  beyond  their  legitimate  powers. 
But  while  I  do  not  regret  much  the  cessation  of 
expenditure  for  a  short  time,  I  do  regret  very 
much  that  we  should  ha?e  been  deprifed  of  poli- 
tical privileges,  which  I,  at  all  events,  valued  very 
highly,  and  which  I  belicre  were  advantageous  to 
the  districts. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee,  pro- 
gress was  reported,  and  leave  asked  to  sit  again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty*five  minutes 
past  twelve  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE   COUNCIL. 
Tkmr$day,  I9ih  October,  1876. 

Third  Beadingt— Colonml  BoUnio  Garden— Crown  Be- 
dreM  Bill— BlnffHftrbonr  Board  Bill— Ljttelton  Har^ 
boor  Board  Bill— Timam  Harbour  Board  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spiakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

PS1TBB8. 

THIBD  BBADDfGS. 
The  Palmerston  Athensum  Bill,  the  Debtors 
■nd  Creditors  Bill,  the  Fraudulent  Debtors  BilL 

COLONIAL  BOTANIC  GAEDEN. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  it  was  not 
necessaiy  to  say  much  in  asking  for  leave  to 
introduce  a  Bill;  and  especially  was  that  the 
oise  in  reference  to  a  Bill  of  the  strictly  utili- 
tarian nature  of  the  one  he  now  proposed  to 
bring  in.  The  Colonial  Botanic  (harden  was  an 
institution  under  the  General  Government  of  the 
colony.  It  was  situated  at  Wellington,  from  the 
necessity  which  existed  for  a  garden  to  be  situated 
somewhere.  It  was  imnossible  for  a  Colonial 
Botanic  Ghirden  to  be  aiffused  over  the  whole 
oolony,  otherwise  it  would  be  so.  But  hence  had 
arisen  a  mistaken  impression  in  some  persons' 
minds  that  the  Colonial  Botanic  Garden  was  a 
Wellington  institution.  He  only  wished  that 
that  impression  gained  more  currency  among  in- 
fluential residents  of  the  city  near  which  it  was 
situated.  At  present  there  seemed  to  be  a  pros- 
pect, be  was  sorry  to  sav,  of  the  small  amount  of 
funds  at  the  disposal  ox  the  Board  of  Governors 
being  insufficient  to  meet  outstanding  engage- 
ments, and,  still  more,  inadequate  to  carry  onUie 
Garden  in  a  satis&ctory  manner.  The  Bosurd  of 
Governors,  he  might  remind  the  Council,  was 
constituted  under  an  Act  or  Acts  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  consisted  of  certain  gentlemen, 
some  of  whom  were  nominated  by  ue  Gover- 
nor, and  some  elected  by  the  societies  affiliated 
to  the  New  Zealand  Institute,  and  was  presided 
over  by  His  Excellency  the  Gt>vemor  nimself. 
Thus,  that  Board  found  itself  in  this  dilemma: 


that  from  its  very  oonstitutlon*  and  from  the  high 
office  filled  by  its  Freiideiit,  it  was  impossible,  or 
at  least  extremely  difficult,  for  it  to  approach  the 
Legislature  by  way  of  petition.     The  land  at  pre- 
sent under  the  administration  of  tfaa  Board  com- 
prised 80  acres,  with  an  addition  of  about  10 
acres  taken  under  its  management  for  the  con- 
▼enienoe  of  getting  a  natural    boundary.    The 
whole  expenditure  upon  thia  during  the  many 
years  the  Board  had  been  in  operation  had  only 
aniounted  to  about  £3,000,  more  than  one-thixd 
of  which    had   been  contributed    from  various 
sources  within  the  city  of  Wellington,  including 
a  sum  of  £300  or  £400  by  the  Provincial  ConncQ 
of  the  province,  so  that,  conaidering  these  con- 
tributions towards  a  colonial  insiitation — and  sn 
institution  which,  he  ventured  to  say,  had  been 
of  great  service  to  the   colonj  generally — he 
thought  that  the  Wellin^rtoniana,  at  least,  hsd 
done  their  share  in  contributing  towards  it.    It 
was  not  the  resort  of  the  aristocracy,  but  it  cer- 
tainlv  afforded  to  the  working  daseea,  and  decent 
I>eople  of  all  classes,  a  very  nice  place  of  recrea- 
tion, and  a  place  where  they  eoiud  get  fresh  air. 
Although  the  area  of  land  was  so  great  as  80  or 
90  acres,  yet  he  was  veir  much  afraid  that  even 
if  such  a  Bill  as  he  askea  leave  to  introduce  were 
passed,  very  little  of  the  land  was  of  to  tempting 
a  nature  as  to  induce  persons  to  take  leases  of  it. 
However,  as  it  stood  at  present,  he  was  informed 
that  the  Board  of  GK>Temora  bad  no  power  to 
lease  an^  portion  of  it ;  and  it  would  oe  just  as 
well  if,  m  the  interim  between  the  present  time 
and  next  session  of  Parliament,  power  was  giren 
to  the  Board  of  GoTcmors  by  which  thejr  coold 
ascertain  whether  or  not  thej  could  obtain  any 
considerable  addition  to  the  nmda  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Gardens  by  means  of  letting  off 
certain  portions  of  it.    Oi  course,  for  his  own 
part,  speaking  as  one  of  the  Board  of  Gbvenuui 
— one  of  the  lowliest  of  its  members — ^he  did 
think  that  the  annual  grant  that  was  nsoal^ 

6' yen  should  have  been  continued  to  the  Gardens. 
e  did  not  think  that  its  dufcontinuance  wss  st 
all  creditable  to  the  colony.  He  knew  of  no 
other  colony  in  Australasia  in  which  far  laiKer 
grants  had  not  been  cheerfully  made  by  Parlia- 
ment annually  for  the  maintenance  of  such  insti- 
tutions. He  knew  of  no  such  gardens  which  were 
conducted  in  a  cheaper  and  more  efficient  naoner 
than  this. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "Tbst 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  Che  Colonial  Botanic  Otf- 
den  to  sell  or  lease  certain  portions  thereof."-- 
{Eon.  Mr.  MatUeU.) 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  BBETT  said  they  hid 
splendid  Botanic  Gkurdens  in  Christohurch,  but  a 
more  selfish  institution  was  not  in  existence.  H^ 
desired  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  this  occsiion, 
in  the  hope  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  might  do 
something  in  the  way  of  spreading  trees  tSi  orer 
the  country,  and  of  allowing  the  public  to  hare 
planta  on  application.  In  Canterbury,  the  settlers 
were  prohibited  from  obtaining  such  plants  from 
the  Gardens,  which  he  considered  a  jg^  ff^ 
hardship,  for  there  were  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  trees  there  perfisotly  naelesf,  and  they 
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alio  grew  so  high  and  lo  large  that  they  aotnall  j 
had  to  be  removed  and  thrown  away,  because  the 
authorities  did  not  think  it  was  right  to  interfere 
with  private  specuUtion.  He  felt  couTinoed  that 
if  these  Gardens  in  Wellington  would  distribute 
P|lanU  to  the  public  at  a  moderate  price,  a  con- 
siderable sum  would  be  reoeired  in  tne  course  of 
the  year.  This  was  merely  a  suggestion  on  his 
part ;  but  he  was  sure  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantoll 
would  give  every  assistance  towards  carrying  it 
out.  He  would  support  this  Bill  with  very  great 
pleasure. 

The  Hon.  Captain  F&ASEB  was  sony  to  find 
that  such  an  enlightened  prorince  as  Canter- 
bury should  have  been  so  very  narrow-minded  as 
to  prerent  the  general  public  from  taking  advan- 
tage of  their  own  estate.  Why,  in  that  narrow, 
grasping  province  to  which  he  belonged — Otago 
—they  placed  their  plants  at  the  disposal  of  any 
one  who  would  take  them.  They  gave  them  to 
the  farmers  and  the  different  inhabitants  of  the 
jnrorince  in  every  direction,  because  they  con- 
sidered that  the  Garden  did  not  belonc  to  the 
Superintendent,  or  to  any  one,  but  was  the  estate 
of  the  public.  He  was  sorry  to  find  the  same 
liberal  course  was  not  taken  in  Canterbury. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAM)  was  rather  sorry  to 
bear  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett,  and 
thought  the  honorable  gontleman  must  to  some 
extent  be  mistaken.  He  did  not  know  whether  at 
the  Gardens  in  Christohurch  they  offered  plants 
to  private  individuals.  Possibly,  they  thought 
that  private  persons  who  had  the  means  of  buy- 
ing toem  should  do  so,  instead  of  getting  them 
frre.  He  knew,  however,  that  tress  in  large 
numbers  were  offered  to  the  Bead  Boards,  because 
the  Board  of  which  he  was  Chairman  was  offered 
trees  to  almost  any  extent,  but  they  had  no 
ground  to  plant  them  in.  With  reference  to  the 
Colonial  Glardon,  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  it  did  distribute  trees  ;  at  any  rate,  he  knew 
it  supplied  seeds  on  application,  and  sometimes 
without  application.  Me  had  heard  that  a  gentle* 
man  who  was  well  knovm  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legialatore  had  recently  paid  a  large  sum  out  of 
his  own  pocket  on  account  of  these  Gardens. 
Though  he  would  be  sorry  to  see  any  part  of  the 
land  sold,  he  thought  it  might  be  very  desirable 
to  lease  some  portions  of  these  Gardens  to  supply 
funds  for  their  maintenance. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  in  reply  to  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Brett,  said  the  embarj^  on  the  sale 
of  plants  was  not  peculiar  to  Chnstohurch,  but 
was  the  prMtioe  in  Melbourne  and  other  nlaoes, 
where  the  outcry  of  market  gardeners  haa  been 
Tery  great.  In  not,  it  had  been  the  apprehension 
of  sack  an  outcry  in  this  place  that  haa  prevented 
the  sale  of  the  surplus  which  had  accumulated, 
and  which  must  be  sold  now  to  prevent  waste... 
He  would  remind  the  Council  that  the  excellent 
Botanic  Gardens  in  other  parte  of  the  colony  were 
mostly  endowed,  and  under  the  management  of 
bodies  that  were  in  the  possession  of  funds  for 
earrying  them  on.  This  Garden,  fortunately  or 
unfortunately,  belonged  to  the  colony ;  and  he  felt 
quite  certain  that  m  the  long  run  it  would  be 
quite  as  oreditablv  supported,  as  rsgarded  funds, 
if  aoj  other  Gardan  m  the  colony. 


Motion  agreed  to.    Bill  brought  in  and  read  a 

first  time. 

CROWN  REDRESS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAKTELL,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  as  time 
was  valuable,  and  the  whole  of  this  matter  had 
been  gone  into  sufficiently  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses within  the  last  few  days,  he  aid  not  antici- 
pate that  any  honorable  member  would  hare  any 
objection  to  offer  to  the  motion.  If  there  were 
any  honorable  members  who  did  not  concur  in 
the  motion,  he  would  be  quite  prepared  to  avail 
himself  of  the  privilege  of  reply,  ana  go  fully  into 
the  subject  But,  m  abstaining  from  dilating 
upon  the  question  now,  he  reserved  to  himseS 
the  right,  on  their  reassembling  next  session,  to 
go  as  thoroughly  and  fully  into  the  whole  question 
of  this  miserable  fraud,  he  must  call  it,  on  these 
unfortunate  Natives  as  the  Council  would  hear. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Crown 
Redress  Act  1871  Extension  Bill  be  taken  into 
consideration  j  that  the  Council  doth  concur  in 
the  recommendation  contained  in  that  report; 
and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded 
to  the  CK)vemment,  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  Select  Committee."*— (JJoti.  Mr.  ManteU,) 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  thoucht  his  honorable 
friend  had  adopted  a  very  judioions  course  in 
dealing  with  this  question.  He  oould  only  say 
he  would  not  oppose  the  resolution,  and  that  he 
accepted,  on  tne  part  of  the  GoTemment,  the 
responsibility  of  making  the  inquiry,  and  en- 
deayouring  to  arrange  this  question. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BLUFF  HARBOUR  BOARD  BELL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  16. — Moneysconstituting  Harbour  Fund. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  fiALL  movea,  as  an  amend- 
ment. That  the  first  section  of  the  dause,  as  fol- 
lows, be  struck  out : — "All  pilotage  ratfcs  and  port 
charges  which  for  the  time  being  shall  be  levied 
in  respect  of  the  port  under  the  authority  of 
*  The  Marine  Act,  1667,'  or  of  any  Act  amend- 
ing the  same,  and  receirable  by  the  Board." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  nart  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  eaUed,  for  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         10 

U 


Ayo 

Noa 


Majority  against.. 

Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holines, 


ATM. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Menaies, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Dr.  Pollen, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 
Non. 

Mr.  Pharasyn, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  RusseU, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  OhamberHn, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  HaU, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
The  amendment  was  oonseq^antly  carried, 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  B0BIN80N  noTod,  That  the 
Chairman  do  leare  the  chair. 

QoMiion  put,  "That  tho  Chairman  do  lesTe 
the  chair  ;*'  upon  which  a  diriaion  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ares         11 

Noes         18 


Mi^oritj  against... 


*2 


AtB8. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Chamherlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 


Mr.  Pharaiyn, 
Mr.  Bobinson, 
Mr.  Bussell, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Dr.  arace, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
The  motion  was 
Clauses  53, 64,  and  66.^! 
apart,  and  piooeeds  pledged. 

The  Hon.  Cwtain  FBASBBmored,  That  these 
clauses  be  struck  out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clauses  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for  |with  the  following 
result : — 

Ayes         11 

14 


Lieut. -Colonel  Eennj, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Bhodes, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Bichardson. 

negatiTed. 
[owments  to  be  set 


Are 

Noe 


Majority  against ... 


Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 


Atbb. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Scotland. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Chamherlin, 
Mr.  Bdwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 


NoM. 

Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Mr.  Bobinson, 
Mr.  BusseU, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  carried,  and 
the  clauses  struck  out. 

The  Bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  and 
the  third  reading  fixed  for  next  sitting  day. 

LYTTELTON  HABBOUB  BOABD  BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  thought  it  would  be  some 
ntisfaction  to  the  Council  to  learn  that  the  Bill 
contained  no  provision  for  endowments  in  Crown 
land.    It  was  suggested  that  that  was  not  a  satis- 


factory  feature,  as  it  would  not  enable  honorable 
memliers  to  throw  out  the  Bill.  But,  at  any  nXt 
it  was  a  satisfactory  feature  to  him,  as  he  would 
not  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  the  Bill.  If  hono^ 
able  members  would  be  kind  enough  to  bear  with 
him,  he  thought  he  could  satisfy  them  that  it  wu 
desirable  that  some  measure  of  this  kind  should 
be  passed.  As,  no  doubt,  honorable  gentlemen 
were  aware,  the  harbour  of  Lyttelton  was  the 
outlet  of  a  very  important  part  of  the  C0I007— 
the  only  harbour,  in  £Mst,  between  WelUngUm 
and  Port  Chalmers.  It  was  a  good  harbonr  in 
some  respects.  It  could  be  entered  easily  at  sdj 
time  during  day  or  night.  The  approach  to  the 
harbour  had  no  dangers ;  but  the  haibonr  had 
also  some  diwdvantageous  features.  It  was  open 
to  the  seaward ;  and  when  the  south-east  swell 
came  up  the  coast,  it  rolled  into  the  harbour,  sad 
often  made  the  unloading  of  vessels  a  work  of 
considerable  difficulty.  It  was  not  land-locked, 
and  therefore  was  not  still  and  calm  in  sU  wea- 
thers. Neither  was  it  a  harbonr  in  which  deep 
water  extended  dose  to  the  shore — at  any  rate, 
in  those  portions  of  it  which  were  made  use  of 
for  the  unloading  of  vessels.  Till  lately,  it  wu 
necessary  for  aU  large  vessels  trading  from  the 
Home  country  to  be  unloaded  by  lighters,  which, 
of  course,  was  a  very  expensive  and  dilatory  pro- 
cess. It  entailed  upon  tne  community  depending 
upon  the  harbour  not  only  the  cost  of  ligotenge, 
but  the  additional  freight  charged  by  vessela, 
which  were  detained  a  very  unreasonable  time 
loading  and  unloading.  The  attention  of  the 
Provincial  Government  of  Canterbury  had  for  a 
long  time  past  been  directed  towards  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbour.  Reports  had  been 
obtained  from  the  best  authorities  who  could  be 
employed  as  to  what  those  improrements  should 
be;  and  after  considerable  deliberation,  and 
opinions  from  several  sdentifio  authorities,  pltni 
were  determined  upon.  It  was  now  nearly  ten 
or  eleven  years  aso  since  it  fell  to  his  lot»  w 
Secretary  of  Public  Works  for  Canterbur/,  to 
initiate  on  a  very  small  scale  the  harbour  works 
now  eoing  on.  Those  were  days  of  small  thinfi, 
and  SH  the  then  Provincial  Qovemment  could  do 
was  to  put  the  prison  labour-gang  at  work  at  the 
commencement  of  the  breakwater,  which  was  psit 
of  the  plan  decided  upon  as  most  urgent.  As  the 
resources  of  the  province  increased,  laiger  sumi 
were  devoted  to  this  work ;  and  any  honorsble 
member  who  had  recently  travelled  in  that  direc- 
tion would  liave  seen  that  a  considerable  part  of 
the  harbour  had  been  enclosed  by  a  stone  break- 
water, which  enabled  large  vessels  to  discharge 
alongside  the  wharf,  where  the  water  was  deep 
enough  to  enable  them  to  approach  it.  Tbo  Pro- 
vincial Government  had  expended  out  of  its  v^' 
mual  income  sums  amounting  in  the  agcregate 
to  no  less  than  £250,000 ;  and  although  that 
sum  was  large,  yet  he  thought  every  gentleman 
acquainted  with  the  fiusts  would  see  that  it  wss 
money  wcU  spent.  They  had  also  imported  bom 
England  a  very  fine  steam  dredge,  and  (^PP^'*^ 
for  deepening  that  part  of  the  harbour  endoeed 
by  the  breakwater.  With  the  view  of  im^xtmog 
upon  the  Council  the  importance  of  this  csse» 
and  showing  that  a  large  interest  waa  at  stake,  he 
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might  be  allowed  to  state  a  few  figures,  to  show 
the  amount  of  traffic  in?ol?ed  in  these  works. 
The  exports  from  Lyttelton  during  the  year  1875 
amounted  to  £1»219,000,  and  the  imports  during 
the  same  period  amounted  to  £1,184,000.  The 
amount  of  shipping  was  as  follows : — From  or  to 
other  plaosfl  than  New  Zealand — ^inwards,  165 
yesaels ;  outwards,  192  ressels.  Coastwise — in- 
wards, 1,612  TesseU;  outwards,  1,451  yessels. 
Honorable  members  would,  he  was  sure,  admit 
that  this  was  a  yerj  large  traffic.  He  would 
oontent  himself  with  enumerating  only  the  ex- 
ports of  wool  and  grain.  The  yalue  of  grain 
exported  during  1875  was—oats,  £201,000,  and 
wheat,  £375,000.  The  yalue  of  tallow  exported 
amounted  to  £31,000.  The  number  of  bales  of 
wool  was  not  given,  but  there  were  exported 
fifteen  million  lbs.,  of  the  value  of  half  a  million 
sterling.  Honorable  gentlemen  must  be  aware 
thakthis  must  employ  a  large  amount  of  shipping ; 
and  although  so  much  had  already  been  done, 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  wharfage 
accommodation  was  so  short  of  the  actual  require- 
ments, that  vessels  had  to  be  loaded  two  deep, 
and  even  then  they  were  not  able  to  be  brought 
up  to  the  wharf  for  some  time  after  their  arrivial. 
This,  of  oourse,  involved  a  great  deal  of  extra 
cost  and  inconvenience.  He  had  shown  that, 
even  as  a  matter  of  wharfage,  much  was  required 
to  be  done;  but  the  dredging  of  the  harbour 
was  also  required  to  be  gone  on  with.  Then, 
again,  there  was  no  slip  or  graving  dock,  so  that 
ships  could  not  be  repaired,  as  they  could  be  at 
Wellington  and  Port  Chalmers.  Some  expendi- 
ture would  also  have  to  be  incurred  in  order 
to  obtain  a  steam  tug.  Without  some  assistance 
horn  the  Government,  the  trade  of  the  place 
was  not  sufficient  to  support  a  powerful  steam 
tug  daring  all  the  months  of  the  year.  Fur- 
ther accommodation  in  the  way  of  additional 
steam  cranes  was  also  required.  Now,  if  the 
Provincial  GK>vemment  had  remained  in  existence, 
these  various  objects  would  have  been  amply  sup- 
plied. The  people  of  the  province  were  deeply 
impressed  with  the  necessity  for  providing  an 
outlet  for  their  produce.  Their  welfare  and 
prosperity  dependea  upon  that.  If  they  did  not 
provide  sufficient  outlet,  and  an  inexpensive  out- 
let, for  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  province, 
the  settlement  of  that  province  by  an  agricultural 
population  must  be  retarded,  and  no  progress 
could  otherwise  be  made.  It  was  essentia  to 
the  prosperity  and  progress  of  the  province  that 
every  facility  shoula  be  afforded  for  the  export  of 
agricultural  produce.  The  pressure  during  the 
grain  season  was  such  as  honorable  gentlemen 
who  had  not  seen  it  could  hardly  have  an  idea  of. 
The  produce  was  brought  to  the  various  railway 
stations  throughout  the  province,  and  the  railway 
authorities  absolutely  refused  to  take  it,  because, 
even  if  tiiey  could  transport  it  to  the  port,  the 
facilities  for  shipment  were  insufficient  to  get  it 
away,  and  therefore  thousands  of  bushels  of  wheat 
had  to  be  left,  not  iu  warehouses,  but  in  the  open 
air,  unprotected  often  for  days  and  weeks  toge- 
ther. Therefore  he  thought  it  must  be  admitted 
that  this  was  an  urgent  and  pressing  case.  He 
would  not  trouble  the  Council  by  reciting  the 


details  of  this  Bill,  which  was  similar  to  the  mar 
jority  of  the  Bills  now  before  them.  As  he  had 
said  before,  this  Bill  did  not  contain  any  provi- 
sion for  endowment  in  land,  and  for  this  reason : 
The  wharfage  dues  which  were  collected  in  Lyt- 
telton  were  considerable,  and  were  a  steady, 
reliable  source  of  income,  upon  which  it  was 
thought  there  oould  be  no  difficulty  and  no 
danger  in  raising  the  amount  of  money  which 
was  required  to  complete  the  harbour  works.  It 
was  thought  more  fair  and  more  reasonable  to 
borrow  money  upon  the  security  of  these  rates 
than  to  come  upon  the  province  for  a  further 
endowment  of  waste  lands.  Although  in  other 
cases  honorable  members  had  refused  to  sanction 
borrowing  powers,  yet,  when  they  had  a  case  likc(, 
this,  in  wnich  a  large  amount  of  money  had  been 
spent  on  a  harbour  having  a  revenue  of  £12,000 
to  £15,000  a  year  from  wharfage  rates,  thay  oviffht 
not  to  refuse  the  power  to  borrow.  If  capitahsta 
were  ready  to  lend  money  upon  the  security  of 
these  rates  for  the  further  improvement  of  the 
harbour,  he  knew  no  more  legitimate  proceeding 
for  which  the  consent  of  the  Council  could  be 
asked.  It  was  money  that  could  be  (airly  and 
safely  borrowed ;  and  he  still  hoped,  notwithstand- 
ing the  objections  that  had  been  raised  to  borrow- 
ing in  other  cases,  that  this  would  be  deemed  a  case 
in  which  borrowing  was  justifiable.  The  amount 
proposed  to  be  borrowed  was  lai^,  and  he  would 
not  object  to  have  it  cut  down  even  to  the  exteut 
required  for  the  works  to  be  carried  out  during 
the  next  twelve  months.  If  that  were  done,  the 
Board  could  come  to  the  Parliament  next  session 
for  further  powers.  The  amount  asked  for  was 
£250,000,  which,  upon  the  whole,  would  not  be 
an  unfair  amount,  but  obviously  it  was  more  than 
would  be  required  for  the  present  These  were 
the  main  features  of  the  case.  Here  was  an  im- 
portant harbour — the  outlet  of  a  very  important 
district — upon  which  the  Provincial  Government 
had  spent  a  large  sum  of  money.  There  were 
works  actually  in  progress  which  were  incom- 
plete, and  which  the  cessation  of  the  Provincial 
Government  would  leave  no  machinery  to  carry 
on.  He  must  refer  to  the  statement  made  that 
day  to  ibid  effect  that  the  Superintendent  of  the 
province  was  of  opinion  that  no  machinery  was 
required  in  this  case.  That  statement  was  erro* 
neous :  the  Superintendent  had  not  said  so.  As- 
sistance was  not  asked  from  the  Colonial  Gh>vern- 
ment.  The  Bill  merely  asked  authority  to  nuse 
money  on  the  security  of  the  rates  collected  in 
the  harbour.  The  Bill  also  provided  to  enable 
these  works  to  be  carried  on.  He  did  not  think 
if  he  were  to  detain  the  Council  much  longer, 
which  he  would  be  ver^  sorry  to  do,  he  could 
state  a  fairer  case  for  legislation  than  he  had  now 
done.  He  begged  to  move  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  said  that  about 
six  months  ago  he  had  the  pleasure  of  visit- 
ing the  harbour  of  Lyttelton  twice— once  when 
going  down  the  coast,  and  once  on  returning,  and 
he  agreed  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that 
it  was  an  excellent  harbour.  The  entrance  to  it 
was  open  and  clear,  and,  as  far  as  he  could  see  of 
the  works  that  had  already  been  constructed,  he 


464 


Timaru  Sarhour 


[OOTJNOIL.] 


Board  Bitt. 


[OCT.W 


thought  that  the  harhour  of  Ljttelton  might  for 
Bome  time  to  come  rest  content.  As  far  as  he 
rememhered,  there  were  ressels  of  large  size  lying 
inside  the  breakwater,  so  far  as  it  had  been  eon- 
stmoted.  He  understood  that  it  was  intended  to 
carry  the  breakwater  into  deeper  water;  but, 
Ktilli  when  he  was  at  Ljttelton,  there  were  laive 
▼essels  lyinff  alongside  and  connected  with  the 
railway.  I^der  those  circumstances,  he  thought 
it  was  qaite  unnecessary  to  make  the  port  of 
ljttelton  an  exception  in  dealing  with  all  the 
Harbour  Bills. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  thought  it  desirable  to 
state  that  although  lar;^  ressels  did  lie  alongside 
the  wharf,  still  occasionally  they  touched  the 
•ground.  Of  course,  that  was  a  very  unsatisfac- 
tory state  of  things — one  which  frightened  under- 
writers, and  deterred  shipowners  from  sending 
their  ressels  to  the  port,  and  of  course  it  was  a 
state  of  things  with  which  they  ought  not  be 
satisfied. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

TIMABU  HABBOUE  BOABD  BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moring  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  proride 
a  harbour  for  the  southern  portion  of  the  Pro- 
rince  of  Canterbury.  The  details  of  this  Bill 
were  pretty  nearly  the  same  as  those  of  the  other 
Harbour  Bills  wmch  were  before  the  Council.  It 
constituted  a  Harbour  Trust,  the  members  of 
which  were  to  be  elected  by  the  Mayor  and 
Borough  Council  of  Timaru,  and  by  the  Boad 
Boards  constituting  the  southern  portion  of  the 
province.  Therefore  the  whole  of  the  southern 
district  of  Canterbury  would  be  fairly  represented 
in  the  Trast.  The  Bill  then  went  on  to  organize 
the  working  machinery  of  the  Trust,  and  pro- 
posed to  giro  borrowing  powers  to  the  extent  of 
£100,000,  and  endowments  to  the  extent  of 
49,000  acres.  The  circumstances  of  this  case 
were  in  some  respects  similar  to  those  of  the 
last.  Timaru  was  the  port  from  which  the  pro- 
duce of  the  southern  portion  of  the  Province  of 
Canterbury  had  for  many  years  past  been  shipped. 
It  was  the  only  port  in  the  southern  portion  of 
the  province — the  only  place  from  which  ship- 
ment could  take  place.  A  pamphlet  had  been 
circulated  amongst  honorable  members  during 
the  early  part  of  the  session,  giving  full  infor- 
mation as  to  the  extent  and  character  of  the 
countrr  which  was  to  be  served  by  this  harbour, 
as  to  the  amount  of  produce  to  be  shipped,  and 
generallT  as  to  the  trade  which  was  affected  by 
this  Bill.  With  the  permission  of  honorable 
members,  he  would  quote  a  few  figures  from 
it.  The  total  area  of  South  Canterbury,  which 
was  the  portion  of  the  province  south  of  Bangi- 
tata,  WAS  over  4,000,000  acres,  and  of  that  area 
no  less  than  2,774,000  acres  were  stated  to  be 
available  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  quan- 
tity of  land  actually  purchased  up  to  April, 
1876,  was  571,000  acres.  Then  the  produce  of 
grain  in  the  year  1868-69,  from  10,000  acres, 
amounted  to  256,000  bushels;  but  in  the  year 
1875-76,  the  amount  of  produce,  a  great  part  of 
which  had  been  shipped  from  Timaru,  grown 
from  45,000  acres,  amounted  to  no  less  than 


1,844,000  bushels.     The  amount  of  grun  con- 
cerned in  this  case  waa  rery  large.    The  annoal 
export  of  wool,  which  in   18^-€9  was  9,6S1 
bales,  in    1875-76  had    risen   to  14^571  btl«f. 
And  he  should  state  that  the  whole  of  the  wool 
raised  in  thtf  district  vow  not  shipped  from  Ti- 
maru.   It  was  estimated  that  the  total  yield  of 
wool  in  the  district  was  orer  20,000  bales,    llie 
value  of  goods  imported  from  places  beyond  the 
limits  of  New  Zealand,  which  in  1864  vras  only 
£28,000,  had  last  year  risen  to  £116,000,  a  rate 
of  progress  which  he  thought  was  not  exceeded, 
if  it  were  equalled,  by  any  other  part  of  New 
Zealand.    The  next  item  was  a  reiy  importaat 
one,  because  the  cost  of*  importing  coal  under 
exieting  arrangeinents  was  Terj  heavy ;  and  thii 
was  one  of  those  articles  the  cost  of  which  woold 
be    greatly  diminished  if    a  tolerable   barboor 
were  constructed  at  Timam.     The  ood  imported 
in  1864  was  286  tons;   in   1875,  the  quantity 
imported  was  4,000  tons.     He  would  also  state, 
if  necessary,  the  quantity  of  timber  imported  j 
but  he  did  not  think  honorable  members  would 
require  that  to  be  done.      Besides  these  itemi^ 
there  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  miseellane- 
ous  articles,  such  as  preserved  meat,  tallow,  flax, 
Ac.,  imported.    The  number  of  weasels  that  went 
to  Timaru,  distinguishing  steamers  from  sailitig 
vessels,  was  as  follows : — In  1864  the  number  of 
steamers  was  67,  and  in  1875  the  number  was  219. 
In  1864  the  number  of  sailing  weasels  was  46,  and 
in  1875  the  number  was  164.     The  estimated 
rerenue  of  the  port — and  this  was  a  most  im- 
portant item — assuming  that  the  breakwater  waa 
complete,  based  on  the  shipping  returns  of  1875, 
would  amount  to  about  £11,400.    The  saving  to 
be  effected  by  the  breakwater,  as  compared  with 
the  present  charges  for  the  shipping  and  landing 
of  goods,  would  amount  to  £3,856  on  landing  and 
shipping  charges,  £20,812  on  freight,  and  £1,800 
on  insurance ;  the  total  saving  to  the  district  beiof 
not  less  than  £26,O0O  a  year.    He  had  thus  quoted 
statistics  which  would  giwe  honorable  members  an 
idea  of  the  amount  of  trade  inwolved,  and  of  Ibe 
disadvantages  under  which  that  part  of  the  eolonj 
now  suffered.    At  the  present  time,  evexything 
had  to  be  shipped  in  surf-boats ;  and  although  con- 
siderable expense  had  been  incurred  to  provide  se 
efficient  a  landing-service  as  practicable,  the  ooet 
was  wery  great,  and  the  delay  was  very  injunoue. 
The  question  had  been  long  under  the  consider 
ation  of  the  provincial  authorities  i  and  various 
engineering  authorities  had  examined  the  facts 
of  the  case  from  time  to  time.    The  ht^  ^f- 
Balfour  prestigated  the  facts  more  than  onoe, 
and  reported  on  the  case.    Mr.  Carruther*,  ije 
present  £ngineer-in-Chief,  had    also   peport«if 
and,  lastly,  the  Provincial  Council  of  Canterbuiy 
voted  a  sum  of  £2,000,  to  enable  a  report  to  be 
obtained  from  the  very  best  engineering  autioril^ 
on  this  question  whose  report  could  possibly  be 
obtained.    The  highest  engineering  authority  on 
the  question  of  harbours  in  the  British  Smfoe 
was,  he  supposed.  Sir  John  Coode.    He  ''•■  •^f  * 
tleman  under  whose  direction  a  harbour  bad  w«o 
constructed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  a 
harbour  was  also  being  made  at  C<>'*'''i^' ,.  v5 
gentleman  did  not  come  to  the  colony  bimsm,  b» 
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sent  an  asslslant,  with  whoee  quoUfioationB,  of 
oourse,  he  was  well  acquainted,  to  collect  full  in- 
formation as  to  the  ciroumetances.  This  aesist- 
ant,  after  rcBidinff  for  two  months  at  Timaru, 
took  Homo  the  information  collected  by  him,  and 
upon  that,  Sir  John  Coode  had  made  a  report, 
which  was  also  included  in  the  pamphlet  to  which 
he  had  referred.  The  substance  of  the  report  was 
that  there  was  orerT  reason  to  bcliere  that  a 
Tery  fair  harbour  could  be  constructed  at  Timaru. 
There  was  no  denying  that  it  was  a  work  of 
considerable  difficulty;  but  Sir  John  Ooode  ar- 
rired  at  the  conclusion  that  a  Terj  fair  harbour 
could  bo  made — not,  perhaps,  in  which  yessels 
from  England  could  safelj  load  and  unload,  but 
«t  wfiich  Tcssels  of  Torj  considerable  tonnage 
could  do  so.  lie  would  not  trouble  honorable 
members  bv  reading  the  report  at  length,  and 
would  merelj  quote  a  few  concluding  words : — 

"  I  estimate  the  cost  of  the  works  as  follows : — 

'*  For  tho  works  recommended  to  be  constructed 
in  tho  firot  instance,  riz.  the  mound  of  blocks, 
400  feet  of  quayage,  the  riaduct  complete,  and 
the  temporaiy  staging,  £240,000. 

*'For  the  works  to  be  undertaken  when  the 
trade  requirements  render  more  extended  quay- 
age necessary,  yiz.,  completing  tho  harbour  and 
parapet  walls,  forming  permanent  incline,  and 
constructing  the  jetty,  so  as  to  complete  the  de- 
signs to  the  full  extent  shown  upon  iJie  drawings, 
£79,000. 

"  These  figures  are  based  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  works  are  executed  without  the  inter- 
yention  of  a  contractor,  as  in  the  case  of  Iiarbour 
iniproyenients  of  a  similar  character  now  being 
constructed  under  my  direction  by  the  Coloniiu 
Governments  of  the  Cape  of  G-ood  Hope  and 
Ceylon.  Sufficient  allowance  has  been  made  for 
contingencies,  and  for  the  provision  of  special 
plant  adapted  for  the  economical  and  speedy 
execution  of  tho  works. 

"Tho  purchase  of  laud,  should  the  same  be 
required,  and  the  formation  of  the  lines  of  rail- 
way upon  and  in  connection  with  the  quays  and 
yiaduct,  are  not  included." 

Therefore,  the  Council  had  in  this  case  what  it 
had  not  had  in  regard  to  any  of  the  other  Har- 
bour Board  Bills — ^it  had  a  report  from  the  yery 
best  authority  upon  cases  of  tnis  kind.  If  they 
were  to  delay  the  matter  for  another  year,  or 
eyen  two  years,  they  could  not  get  information 
from  a  higher  authority  than  they  had ;  and  that 
authority  said  a  harbour  could  be  constructed 
which  would  be  of  considerable  advantage  to  the 
commerce  of  that  part  of  the  colony.  The  Pro- 
yincial  Council  of  Canterbuiy,  recognizing  the 
claims  of  that  part  of  the  province,  had  voted  a 
sum  of  £100,000  towards  this  work.  That  sum 
would  be  available,  and  if  provincial  institutions 
had  continued,  no  doubt  steps  would  already 
have  been  taken  for  potting  this  work  in 
hand.  From  local  resources  there  was  also  a 
sum  of  over  £6,000  which  had  been  set  apart. 
Therefore  there  was  altogether  a  sum  of 
£106,000  with  which  to  commence  the  under- 
taking. The  Bill  proposed,  after  the  Board  had 
been  constituted,  to  transfer  these  mon^s  to 
the  Board  ;  and  it  also  proposed  that  tho  Board 
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should  receive  an  endowment  of  land  to  the  ex- 
tent of  60,000  acres.  He  had  already  trespassed 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Council  that  evening 
upon  this  particular  subject  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  would  not  refer  to  it  again.  He  had 
endeavoured  to  argue  the  question  of  whether 
Crown  land  was  not  fairly .  applicable  to  the 
improvement  of  harbours  ;  but  he  must  say  that 
if  there  was  any  case  in  which  such  a  princi- 
ple was  fairly  applicable,  it  was  the  present 
one.  In  some  cases,  objection  had  been  made  to 
a  proposed  endowment  of  land,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  bo  an  injustice  to  the  parti- 
cular district  in  which  that  land  was  proposed 
to  be  taken.  It  had  been  said,  and  with  some 
reason,  that  it  was  un&ir  to  a  district  that  so 
large  a  block  as  60,000  acres  of  laud  should  be 
taken  out  of  a  particular  district^  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  it  applied  entirely  to  public  works  in 
another  neighbourhood.  In  this  particular  case, 
that  objection  had  been  considered,  and  waa 
entirely  obviated.  The  land  had  been  carefully 
selected  in  the  six  road  districts  into  which  the 
southern  part  of  Canterbury  was  divided.  A 
great  part  of  it  was  selected  in  small  blocks,  as 
honorable  members  would  see  by  the  schedule,  and 
it  was  distributed  over  the  whole  of  the  southern 
portion  of  the  province,  so  that  no  particular  dis- 
trict would  have  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  con- 
struction of  these  works.  The  land  was  not  to 
be  placed  within  the  control  of  the  Trust.  It  waa 
proposed  that  it  should  be  disposed  of  by  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  under  the  ordinary  land 
regulations  of  the  province — namely,  sold  at  £2 
an  acre  ;  and  until  it  was  sold,  let  for  pasturage 
purposes,  and  tho  proceeds  handed  over  hj  the 
lieoeiver  of  Land  Bevenue  to  the  Board.  It  was 
also  proposed  in  the  Bill  that  the  Board  should 
have  power  to  borrow  to  the  amount  of  £100,000. 
Willi  the  land  endowment,  the  £106,000  at  pre- 
sent in  hand,  and  this  £100,000  now  proposed 
to  bo  borrowed,  he  thought  there  would  be  a  very 
fair  hope  that  the  work  could  be  not  only  com- 
menced, but  carried  out  to  completion.  That 
was  the  manner  in  which  this  yery  difficult  case 
was  proposed  to  bo  met.  The  people  of  Timam 
had,  for  a  very  long  time  past,  set  their  hearts 
upon  the  construction  of  this  work.  They  be- 
lieved that  it  would  be  of  very  great  advantage 
to  that  portion  of  the  province  ;  that  it  would  en- 
able them  to  ship  affrieultural  produce,  of  which 
a  large  quantity  woiud  be  raised  in  the  southern 
half  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  which  was  hy 
far  the  most  fertile  portion  of  the  province.  He 
did  not  know  enough  of  the  colony  to  say  that 
there  was  no  part  of  it  of  the  same  extent  of 
such  average  fertility,  but  there  was  a  very  large 
amount  of  excellent  land  in  tlie  district,  and  it  was 
by  far  the  finest  part  of  Canterbury.  The  disad- 
vantages under  wnich  it  laboured  honorable  mem- 
bers would,  he  was  sure,  realize,  when  they  con- 
sidered that  all  the  produce  shipped  at  Timaru 
had  to  be  shipped  in  surf-boats,  which,  after  all 
that  had  been  done  by  tho  Cbvemment  to  help 
the  landing  service,  was  a  yery  expensive  and 
comparatively  risky  process;  while  the  freight 
wliich  yessels  must  charge  that  had  to  lie  out  in 
an  open  raad«tcad,  must,  o(  course,  be  much 
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liigber  than  if  tliey  could  load  under  tho  protec- 
tion of  a  breakwater.  Bespecting  tho  borrowing 
powers,  the  Connoil  had  pronounced  so  decidedly 
against  them  in  other  cases,  and  as,  if  the  Council 
should  sanction  this  Bill,  a  commencement  could 
be  made  with  the  work  without  those  borrowing 
powers,  he  thought  he  hardly  had  a  right  to 
press  them  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  Council. 
This  was  not  a  case  in  which,  as  in  the  last  one, 
borrowing  was  the  only  resource.  On  the  oon- 
traiy,  there  were  funds  with  which  the  work 
could  be  commenced,  and  eyen  if  the  Council 
should  not  grant  an  endowment,  which  he  hoped 
it  would,  still  a  commencement  could  be  made 
with  the  work.  £100,000  was  a  large  sum  of 
money;  and  the  promoters  beliered  that  when 
this  sum  had  been  expended  on  this  work,  they 
would  be  able  to  show  to  the  Council  that  it  was 
■o  likely  to  be  successful  that  they  would  haye  no 
difficult  in  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the  Council 
to  such  farther  steps  as  would  enable  the  work 
to  be  completed.  Therefore  he  would  not  press 
the  bonrowing  powers  on  the  Council,  but  he  still 
hoped  they  would  not  refuse  the  endowment.  He 
felt  sure  they  would  not  reftise  to  sanction  the 
establishment  of  machinery  which  would  enable 
this  great  work  to  be  oommenoed. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB  said  that 
considering  the  name  at  the  head  of  the  Bill — a 
Terr  honored  name  in  this  oountiy — he  heartily 
wished  that  he  could  support  the  prayer  of  the 
Bin.  But  he  must  bear  in  mind  that  this  mea- 
sure was  for  a  work  of  an  experimental  and  specu- 
latire  character,  and  the  Council  had  receiyed  as 
yet  no  indorsement  from  the  yery  high  engineers 
whom  this  country  had  imported,  and  whose 
opinions  were  consequently  ayailable,  and  which, 
in  his  opinion,  ought  to  haye  accompanied  the 
explanation  which  was  giyen  to  them  by  the 
honorable  gentleman.  It  was  quite  true  that 
Kr.  Carrutners  was  anoted,  and  also  Mr.  Bal- 
four, as  to  the  possibility  of  making  a  harbour  at 
Timaru ;  but  wnat  had  not  been  told  them,  and 
what  he  was  afraid  was  the  essence  of  this  ques- 
tion, was,  did  those  gentlemen  agree  that,  for  the 
sum  mentioned  by  Sir  John  Coode,  such  a  harbour 
as  heproposed  could  be  erected  at  Timaru  P 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  that  Mr.  Balfour 
died  long  before  Sir  John  Coode's  report  was 
made.  

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  misunderstood  him. 
He  said  that  Mr.  Balfour  and  Mr.  Carruthers 
had  expressed  opinions  to  the  effect  that  a  har- 
bour should  be  made  at  Timaru ;  but  thst  what 
had  not  been  told  them,  and  what  was  a  matter 
of  importance,  was,  that  the  opinion  of  the  high- 
class  engineers  who  were  now  in  the  countiy,  to 
the  effect  that  the  estimate  of  Sir  John  Coode 
was  practicable,  and  that  the  harbour  works  could 
be  construoted  for  the  sum  mentioned,  had  not 
been  giyen.  If  those  estimates  were  not  too 
nnguine,  he  presumed  that  the  Gbyemment 
would  find  it  its  duty  to  support  this  proposal, 
although  it  was  fair  to  say  there  was  no  part  of 
the  whole  Colony  of  Now  Zealand  that  had  been 
BO  generously  and  so  liberally  treated  as  Timaru. 
The  oonititntion  of  the  Timaru  and  Gladstone 


Board  of  Works  had  resulted  in  an  enormous 
expenditure  of  money  in  tho  district.     Tlie  Pub- 
lic Works  and  Immigration  policy  resulted  in  the 
most  liberal  expenditure  on  railways  there  ;  and 
now,  because  tney  had  been  so  fortunate,  they 
thought,  that  to  them,  as  haying  so  much,  more 
must  be  giyen.    For  his  part,  he  woold  like  to 
see  them  get  more,  if  they  could    do  so   with- 
out yiolating  tlie  first  principles,  yrhicU  he  con- 
ceiycd  them  to  bo,  of  legislatiye  action  ;  and  he 
thought  the  first  principle  of  legislatire  action 
was,  that  wherever  large  sums  of  money  were  to 
be  expended  out  of  the  public  wealth,  they  should 
haye  those  sums  brought  forward  by  the  Goyem- 
ment  itself—adyocated  by  the  Goremment  after 
it  had,  with  its  peculiar  adyantages,  made  itself 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances,  and  satisfied 
itself  that  those  sums  would  be  sufficient,  and 
that  tho  project  was  in  itself  feasible.     This  was 
entirely  a  new  work  that  was  proposed.     Nothing 
had  been  done  in  this  matter  that  the  ocean  could 
destroy — nothing  that  was  likely  to  go  to  ruin  i£ 
they  delayed  action  for  the  present  $  and  when 
he  said  for  the  present,  he  meant  until  the  Qo- 
yemment  itself  grappled  with  this  qaestion,  and 
expressed  an  auwontatiye  opinion.     The  Council 
was  asked  to  usurp  the  functions  of  the  G-oyemor 
in  Council,  and,  with  their  limited  knowledge  on 
the  subject,  approve  of  this  work,  which  by  law 
ought  to  be  reserved  for  the  assent  of  the  GK>yer^ 
nor  in  Council.    Honorable  gentlemen  could  have 
seen  from  the  Act  of  1874^  read  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar,  that  projected  works  in  harbours  could 
not  proceed  without  the  deliberate  assent  of  the 
Governor  in  Council.    Now  they  were  asked  to 
pass  a  Bill  to  declare  that  such  a  work  should 
proceed.    That  was  what  they  were   practically 
asked  to  do.    The  urgency  of  this  case  was  no 
more  than  the  urgency  of  other  districts,  which 
had  been  much  more  unfortunate.    He  believed 
every  possible  care  had  been  taken  in  bringing 
forward  this  BilL    The  proposal  had  been  thor- 
oughly gone  into,  for,  as  far  as  he  was  aware 
there  hwdi  been  six  years  of  careful  investigation, 
and  the  highest  authority  had  been  consulted. 
Tlie  ancient  Boman  principle,  which  was  once 
adopted  on  the  western  coast  of  Italy,  bad  been 
resuscitated  by  Sir  John  Coode,  who  proposed  to 
make  a  kind  of  island  in  the  sea,  allowing  the 
drifting  shingle  to  pass  between  the  shore  and  tho 
harbour  works.    It  was  ingenious,  and  no  doubt 
carefully  worked  out.    The  only  point  on  which 
he  had  any  hesitation  was  the  question  of  ex- 
pense, and  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  tho 
estimate  of  Sir  John  Coode  was  likely  to  be  ex- 
ceeded. This  gentleman  was  in  the  habit  of  taking 
large  contracts  of  this  kind;  but  he  carefully 
gufurded  himself  from  saying  that  he  would  under- 
take this  work  at  the  estimate  he  named.    More- 
over, it  was  remarkably  suggestive  that  Sir  John 
Coode  said  those  works  should   be  undertaken 
without  the  intervention  of  a  contractor.    What 
did  that  mean  ?    That  showed  that  he  was  bv  no 
means  satisfied  that  he  could  fix  the  limit  of  the 
expense ;  and  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  was  not  at 
all  prepared  to  say  that  they  cotdd  rely  entirely 
upon  that  great  work  being  carried  out  for  the 
exact  Btim,  or  anything  like  the  sum  suggested. 
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Ho  was  ftfnud  that  if  they  passed  the  Bill  in  its 
present  shape,  thej  would  ho  praotioally  takine 
the  responsibility  of  saying  that  the  work  could 
be  done  for  that  amount^  and  they  would  be 
exposing  themselves  to  another  demand  next 
session.  With  reference  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's argument,  that  the  land  was  applicable  to 
those  purposes,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
harbours  alone  were  entitled  to  that  assistance. 
Erery  district  would  like  to  get  rid  of  taxation  j 
and  what  was  the  giving  of  a  large  sum  of  money, 
or  of  land,  but  getting  rid  of  a  certain  amount 
of  taxation  P  Whether  it  was  harbour  dues,  or 
any  other  contribution,  it  must  come  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  settlers.  The  Provinces  of  Canter- 
bury and  Otago  had  been  very  liberal  in  the 
matter  of  resorves,  to  save  themselves  from  taxa- 
tion. The  Und  had  been  liberally  applied  to 
educational  purposes ;  so  that,  in  process  of  time, 
when  all  the  other  parts  of  the  country  would 
haTe  to  pay  heavily  for  education,  those  provinces 
would  have  little  or  nothing  to  pay  for  it.  With 
reference  to  what  was  said  about  the  unfairness 
to  the  district  of  allowing  land  to  be  taken  for 
such  a  work  as  this,  this  Bill  did  not  mean  that 
Canterbury  was  to  present  Timaru  with  49,000 
acres  of  land.  What  he  wished  to  point  out  was, 
that  this  Bill  pointed  out  a  different  course  from 
that  described.  This  Bill  was  scrupulously  fair 
and  just,  as  its  intention  was  that  those  two 
counties  which  were  absolutely  benefited  by  the 
harbour,  should  alone  suffer  in  respect  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Waste  Land  Fund.  This  was  a 
feature  in  the  BUI  which  secured  his  sympathy ; 
and  when  it  came  before  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  he  would  approach  it  with  a  much 
greater  desire  to  support  it  than  any  of  the 
others.  In  all  the  Bills,  he  thought,  there  was 
an  element  in  reference  to  the  land,  in  respect 
of  other  portions  of  the  district,  which  did  not 
command  his  sympathy.  They  were  asked  for 
instance,  to  set  aside  25,000  acres  of  land  in  the 
Manawatu  for  one  of  these  harbours,  and  that 
was  actuallytaking  it  away  from  the  Provincial 
Distriot  of  Wellington,  because  the  surplus  land 
revenue  went  to  all  the  counties  of  the  provincial 
district;  and  if  the  whole  or  a  great  portion  of  the 
surplus  was  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  a  har- 
bour, it  would  be  only  a  particular  district  that 
would  derive  any  benefit  from  it.  He  admitted 
that  what  the  honorable  gentleman  had  said  was 
perfectly  true  about  the  people  of  Timaru  setting 
their  hearts  upon  this  work;  and  they  had  given 
the  best  possible  proof  of  their  desire  by  the  way 
in  which  they  had  prepared  this  Bill,  and  by  the 
great  pains  they  were  at  to  obtain  the  opinions 
of  the  best  authorities  on  the  subject.  He  wished 
that  all  the  public  works  of  the  colony  had  been 
undertaken  in  the  same  careful  way.  Honorable 
members  would  recollect  how  they  had  begged 
and  prayed  to  have  at  least  ode  year  to  survey 
the  luies  of  railway  that  they  were  asked  to  sanc- 
tion some  years  ago,  and  it  would  be  remembered 
how  those  making  that  demand  were  pitilessly 
ridiculed  and  ignored  by  the  majority ;  and  how, 
not  manv  months  afterwards,  those  who  voted 
against  that  demand,  and  the  whole  country,  ad- 
mitted that  the  minority  were  right.    This  Bill 


would  of  course  go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee ;  and  even  if  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
disappointed  in  not  being  able  to  carry  all  that 
he  wished  in  regard  to  it,  he  would,  at  idl  events, 
have  the  satisfaction  of  having  that  Harbour 
Board  constituted ;  and,  from  the  liberality  and 
good  fortune  of  his  province,  they  would  have 
£106,000  to  begin  with,  so  that  the  work  would 
not  be  entirely  postponed,  even  if  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  with  regard  to  endowment  and  borrow- 
ing were  struck  out. 

Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  M^NZIES  was  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  a  better  claim  for  endowment  had  been 
made  out  in  this  case  than  even  in  the  case  of 
the  Bill  which  he  had  the  misfortune  to  bring 
to  such  a  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  in  Com- 
mittee. The  port  of  Timaru  was  the  outlet  of 
a  very  rich  agricultural  district.  It  was  not  a 
harbour  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  term, 
but  the  works  which  had  been  proposed,  for  the 
construction  of  which  the  present  ^iU  had  been 
introduced,  would  make  it  possible  to  ship  both 
wool  and  grain  with  less  risk  than  had  hitherto 
been  the  case.  Ho  would  support  the  Bill  as  &r 
as  regards  the  endowment.  With  regard  to  the 
borrowing  powers,  as  the  Council  had  already  set 
its  face  agamst  these  borrowing  powers — ^a  resolve 
in  which  he  concurred — he  would  not  be  able  to 
support  that  part  of  the  BilL  He  did  not  think 
it  was  necessary  to  go  much  into  detail  in  this 
matter,  after  the  very  full  explanation  given  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall ;  but  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
refer  to  some  remarks  made  by  the  last  speiucer, 
who  had,  he  thought,  got  himself  into  a  certain 
degree  of  contradiction,  in  declaring  his  readiness 
to  sympathize  with  endowments  in  such  cases  as 
this,  wnere  the  Land  Fund  was  charged  upon  the 
counties,  and  telling  them,  at  the  same  time,  he 
considered  it  very  unfair  to  make  a  general  charge 
for  such  purposes  over  a  provincial  district.  He 
thought  the  nonorable  gentleman  overlooked  this 
fact,  that  the  works  were  not  meant  for  any  par- 
ticular locality,  but  were  intended  for  the  benefit 
of  a  much  wider  area,  and  that  was  especially  the 
case  in  the  present  instance.  This  was  a  harbour 
work  to  fiicilitate  the  landing  and  shipping  of 
imports  and  exports  over  a  wide  extent  of  country. 
He  therefore  held  that  the  community  in  the 
district  likely  to  be  benefited  by  such  harbour 
works  ought  to  bear  their  share  of  the  expense. 
He  did  not  say  they  would  bear  the  expense 
under  a  system  of  endowments,  because  the  money 
would  not  come  out  of  their  pockets;  it  was 
money  arising  in  that  district;  and  he  thouffht 
that  the  spending  of  that  money  in  harbour  im- 
provements was  a  legitimate  application  of  land 
revenue.  The  legitimate  application  of  the  land 
revenue  had  been  frequently  said  to  be  the  con- 
struction of  such  public  works  as  would  facilitate 
the  teansit  of  produce  and  imports,  and  would 
encourage  and  extend  the  settlement  of  the  land. 
He  did  not  know  a  more  legitimate  purpose  for 
the  application  of  the  land  revenue  than  the  im- 
provement of  these  works,  which  would  facilitate 
navigation.  There  were  two  or  three  points  in 
the  speech  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  to 
which  he  wished  particularly  to  refer.  First  of  all, 
hat  honorable  gentlemen  said,  *'The  report  of 
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Sir  John  Coode  was  all  reiy  well  in  iU  way,  bnt 
it  ought  to  be  submitted  to  our  engineers  here. 
He  only  knew  Timaru  bj  hearsay,  and,  after  all, 
it  is  only  an  estimate.  Sir  John  Coode  does  not 
even  offer  to  contract  for  this  work  at  his  own 
estimate."  He  (Bir.  Menzies)  did  not  know  that 
engineers  of  the  standing  of  Sir  John  Coode  were 
in  the  habit  of  offering  to  take  contracts  of  which 
they  had  'eiTen  estimates.  The  yery  fact  of  his 
being  asked  to  giye  an  estimate  as  engineer  pre- 
yented  him  contracting  for  the  work. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  Sir  John 
Coode  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  contracts  for 
such  works  as  these. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  asked  if  that  was 
the  case  where  he  had  been  consulted  as  engineer. 
He  was  astonished  to  hear  that  such  was  the  case, 
and  he  thought  it  was  possible  it  might  be  ex- 
plained otherwise.  From  his  own  experience — 
and  he  knew  something  of  these  matters — he 
would  not  have  expected  that  a  professional  man 
who  had  been  consulted  as  engineer  to  give  an 
estimate,  and  who  prepared  designs  for  certain 
work,  would  consider  it  compatible  with  his  own 
professional  character  to  become  contractor  for 
those  same  works.  However,  they  lived  and 
learnt,  and  he  might  be  under  a  misapprehension 
in  the  matter.  Sir  John  Coode  sent  to  Timaru 
on  assistant,  who  resided  there  for  some  time  and 
took  observations,  and  gathered  all  the  informa- 
tion he  could,  and  upon  that  information  Sir 
John  Coode  gave  his  estimate.  Now,  some  honor- 
able members,  no  doubt,  would  recollect  that 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  aeo,  at  a  time  when  the 
harbour  of  Lyttelton,  although  a  little  more 
sheltered  than  Timaru,  was  yet  a  yerj  stormy 
port,  and  the  anchoraee  being  some  distance  from 
the  shore,  the  Provincial  Government  of  Canter- 
bury desired  to  remedy  that  state  of  affairs,  and 
thought  to  get  some  practical  works  designed 
which  might  give  them  the  chance  of  making  a 
harbour  and  wharves  alongside  which  ships  might 
be  able  to  load  and  unload.  They  asked  several 
residents  in  the  province  to  give  designs  and  an 
estimate  of  harbour  works  to  be  constructed,  and 
he  thought  five  designs  were  sent  in,  some  of  them 
by  professional  gentlemen  and  some  of  them  by 
amateurs ;  one  at  least  was  by  an  amateur.  These 
were  accompanied  with  full  descriptions.  The 
Provincial  Engineer  also  gave  lus  estimate  and 
^ns,  and  those  plans  and  specifications  were  sent 
Home  to  the  Agent  of  the  province,  who,  by  the 
direction  of  the  Government,  submitted  them  to  a 
Commission  of  Engineers  oomposcd  of  some  of 
the  most  eminent  men  in  the  profession.  The 
Agent  was  further  instructed  to  inform  those 
eminent  engineers  that  if  they  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  information  and  plans  sent,  they 
might  send  out  an  engineer  at  the  expense 
of  the  province,  in  order  to  examine  the  port, 
and  report  to  them.  The  Commission,  how- 
ever, considered  that  the  information  that  had 
been  transmitted  was  quite  sufBcient  to  en- 
able them  to  come  to  a  conclusion,  and  that 
information  led  them  to  design  and  plan  out  a 
scheme  differing  from  all  those  which  had  been 
designed  by  the  residents  in  the  province.  They 
recommended  a  plan  at  an  estimated  oost  of 


£350,000.    He  now  came  exactly  to  the  ipcani 
touched  upon  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore, 
who  said  that  this  estimate  and  report  by  Sir 
John  Coode  were  not  to  be  relied  upon  unleu 
some  local  engineer  indorsed  them.     The  report 
furnished  by  this  Commission  regarding  the  Lyt- 
telton Harbour  had  since  been  carried  out,  slowly 
it  was  true ;  but  it  hod  now  advanced  so  far  to- 
wards completion  that  the  smoant  now  required 
would  bring  the  total  cost  nnder  the  Commis- 
sioners' estimate  of   £350,000.     He  thought,  if 
they  could  only  rely  on  the  qualifications  o{  the 
engineer  sent  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  the 
Timaru  Harbour— and  they  bad  every  reason  to 
rely  upon  the  discernment  of  Sir  John  Coode  in 
selecting  a  competent  man  —  they  might  fairiy 
rely  upon  that  eentleman  giving  an  estimate  quite 
within  the  mark.    He  thought  that  this  illustza- 
tion  furnislied  a  complete  answer  on  that  point 
There  was  another  point  referred  to  by  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore,  which  he  wished   to  touch 
upon.    He  entirely  objected  to  the  fiillacy  thai 
the  Qovemment  should  do  this  and  should  do 
that.      Were  they  never  to  belp  themselves  F 
Were  they  never  to  put  their  shoulders  to  the 
wheel  ?     Could  they  not  find  in  any  locality  men 
of   public    spirit,    who,  if    they    got    sufficient 
authority,  would  be  willing  and  anxious  to  cany 
out  public  works  P    Ho  was  quite  sure  that  men 
would  be  found  in  every  locality  in  the  colonj 
who,  if  they  were  only  empowered  by  funds  being 
placed  at  their  disposal,  would  save  the  Gk)vern* 
ment  an  immense  deal  of  labour  and  aoxious 
watching,  and  would  save  them  from  many  mis- 
takes   in    administration,  owing   to  their  local 
knowledge.    He  hoped  the  Council  would  agree, 
not  only  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  bat 
also  to  the  granting  of  the  endowment    It  might 
be  thought  that,  as  he  had  been  unable  to  get  sn 
endowment  in  tlie  case  of  his  own  Bill,  he  would 
be  glad  to  see  others  treated  in  the  same  way ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  did  not  withhold  his  sympathy 
from  any  of  these  Bills.     He  intended  to  deal 
with  the  whole  of  them  on  their  merits. 

•  The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  would  deal  witli 
this  Bill  precisely  as  he  did  with  tiic  last.  He 
must  say  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  was  not  very  for- 
tunate in  his  comparison  with  regard  to  the  sea- 
wall and  land-locked  harbour  of  Lyttelton  and 
the  sea-wall  which  would  be  made  in  the  fiice  of 
that  formidable  surf  which  broke  on  the  Timara 
beach.  There  was  no  comparison  between  the 
two.  He  thought  it  was  very  problematic^  whe- 
ther any  engineer  would  succeed  in  carrying  out 
the  proposed  harbour  at  Timaru. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  reply,  said  he  would 
not  refer  to  the  remaks  made  by  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  with  reference  to  the  Bill  itself,  because 
he  thought  they  had  been  entirely  dealt  with  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies.  But  the  honorable  gentle- 
man went  on  to  say  that  the  people  of  Cantcrbniy 
had  availed  themselves  very  liberally  of  this  sys- 
tem of  reserves  to  save  themselves  from  taxation ; 
and  that  in  future,  when  other  parts  of  the  colony 
had  to  bear  taxation,  tho  inhabitants  of  that  dis- 
trict would  not  have  to  do  so.  The  honorable 
gentleman  was  entirely  mistaken.  He  vros  speak- 
ing, if  not  in  absolute,  at  any  rato,  in  comparotire 
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ignorance  of  the  facts,  or  he  (Hr.  Hall)  was  sore 
he  would  not  hare  made  that  statement.  So  far 
from  the  people  of  Canterbury  wishing  to  sare 
ihemselres  from  taxation  in  the  matter  of  educa- 
tion, thej  had  submitted  Terj  cheerfully  and 
without  a  murmur  to  very  considerable  taxation 
— taxation  which  in  other  parts  of  the  colony 
had  not  only  been  complained  of  but  resisted, 
and  a  much  larger  amount  of  taxation  than  under 
the  legislation  of  tbe  General  Assembly  would  be 
continued  to  them.  Under  their  local  institu- 
tions they  taxed  themselves  more  largely  for  edu- 
cation, in  addition  to  making  reeerres,  than  tbe 
Parliament  of  the  colony  had  thought  right  to 
continue. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEBSENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  19/il  October,  1876. 


Fint  Bsadings— Seoond  Reading— Third  Reftdiog*— Sail- 
wa^  Freo  PMse»--Delent«d  Powers  in  Counties— 
Ohmemori  Land — E.  J.  O' Conor— Qamo  Laws- 
Sitting  of  Parliament — Sartoris  and  Downe — Brosden 
Claims— CiTil  Serrants— Abolition— A.  F.  rad  M. 
Hardy— A.  Stilt— Noxious  Animab  Prohibition  Bill— 
Dabton  and  Creditors  Bill. 


Mif.  Spsaksb  took  the  choir  at  half-past  two 
o*cloek. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
The  Intestate  Native  Grantees  Bill,  the  Thames- 
Wftikato  Railway  Bill. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
The  Waitahuna  Athen»um  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
The  Waitahuna  Atheneeum  Bill,  the  Diseased 
Bbeep  Bill,  the  Wellington  Loans  Bill. 

RAILWAY  FREE  PASSES. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  asked  tbe  Minister  for 
Public  Works  when  he  would  be  ready  to  issue 
free  passes  on  the  railways. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  repUed  that,  as  all  the 
railwaTS  in  tbe  colony  were  not  yet  under  the 
oontrol  of  the  General  Goremment,  he  did  not 
consider  it  desirable  to  carry  out  the  resolution 
«f  the  House  in  fayour  of  granting  free  passes. 
Aj  soon  as  all  the  railways  were  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Goremment,  free  passes  would  be 
issued. 

DELEGATED  POWERS  IN  COUNTIES. 

Mr.  BABFF  asked  the  Premier,  What  provi- 
sion the  Gk>vemment  intend  to  make  for  the 
exercise  of  delegated  powers  of  the  Governor  in 
the  counties  about  to  be  created? 

Mr.  WHITAEER  replied  that,  as  a  rule,  it 
was  not  intended  to  delegate  the  powers  to  the 
County  Councils.    Cases  might  arise  where  it 


would  be  necessary  to  do  so,  and  they  would  be 
dealt  with  as  they  arose ;  but,  as  a  general  rule, 
the  delegation  would  not  be  made. 

OHINEMURI  LAND. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  asked  tbe  GK>veminent, 
Whether  effect  will  be  f^iven  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  Aperahama  Tupo  and  fifty-five  others, 
respecting  their  claims  to  lands  at  Ohinemuri  ? 
This  question  had  reference  to  a  petition  pre- 
sented by  certain  Natives  living  in  the  Ohinemuri 
district,  in  the  Province  of  Auckland.  Last  year 
they  presented  a  similar  petition,  which  was  care- 
fully considered  by  the  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
and  a  resolution  was  adopted  recommending  that 
their  claims  to  certain  lands  in  dispute  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Native  Land  Court.  No  action 
had  been  taken  by  the  Government,  and  they  had 
been  compelled  to  petition  the  Assembly  again. 
The  Committee  had  very  carefully  considered  the 
matter  again.  They  had  gone  carefully  through 
the  evidence  taken  last  year,  and  had  taken  fresh 
evidence.  They  indorsed  the  view  of  the  Com- 
mittee last  year  to  the  effect  that  the  claims  of 
these  people  should  not  be  decided  by  the  6h>- 
vernment  Land  Purchase  Agent,  and  that  they 
should  have  the  right  of  &ing  heard  by  the 
proper  tribunal  of  the  country.  He  would  ask 
whether  the  Government  would  give  effect  to  the 
second  recommendation  of  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  in  (arour  of  giving  these  people  the 
right  of  bringing  their  cases  before  the  Native 
Land  Court. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  not  told  them  what  authority  the  Go- 
vernment had  to  interfere  in  the  matter.  Under 
the  Native  Lands  Act,  no  jurisdiction  or  power 
whatever  was  given  to  the  Government,  The 
whole  matter  rested  with  the  Native  Land  Court, 
and  the  officers  speciGed  in  the  Act.  So  far  as  the 
Government  were  concerned,  they  were  not  in  a 
position  to  take  any  steps  to  deal  with  the  matter 
m  the  way  the  honorable  gentleman  proposed. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  Uke  to  point  out  that 
these  lands  were  said  to  be  purchased  by  the 
Government  j  and  if  the  Government  would  with- 
draw any  objection  to  the  claims  being  heard  in 
the  Native  Land  Court,  the  petitioners  could  bring 
the  matter  before  that  tribunal. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that  if  tlie  honorable 
gentleman  would  point  out  to  him  what  power 
the  Gt)vemment  had  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  ho 
would  consider  the  question,  and  see  how  far  the 
Government  could  interfere. 

E.  J.  O'CONOR. 
Mr.  CURTIS  asked  the  6K>vemment,  If  they 
intend  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  on  the  petition  of  E.  J.  0*Conor? 
This  petition  arose  out  of  a  report  made  by  a 
Royal  Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into 
matters  connected  witii  the  Colliery  Reserve  at 
Westport.  The  Petitions  Committee  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  as  regarded  the  ease  of 
this  particular  petitioner  the  sum  awarded  was 
insufficient,  and   they   recommended   that    the 
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GoTemment  should  deal  with  the  case  under  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Act  in  the  same 
way  as  they  had  with  other  oases  in  which  land 
had  been  taken  for  railway  purposes.  He  wished 
to  ask  whether  the  Goyemment  intended  to  carry 
out  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  v>prel^endcd  that,  under 
the  Public  Works  and  Immigration  Act  referred 
to,  it  was  for  the  petitioner  nimself  to  take  the 
necessary  stops.  The  Act  pronded  most  carefully 
that  everybody  should  receive  compensation  who 
had  sustained  any  injury  of  any  kind  whatever. 
The  claim  could  be  investigated  by  the  Court 
appointed  for  such  a  purpose,  and  no  obstruction 
would  bo  thrown  in  the  petitioner's  way,  but 
every  facility  would    be  afforded  him  for  the 

fturpose  of  trying  the  case  fairly  under  the  Act. 
t  was  for  the  petitioner  himself  to  take  the  first 
step  in  the  matter. 

GAME  LAWS. 

Mr.  LABNACH  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  he  has  considered  the  question  of  the 
Game  Laws  of  the  colony,  with  a  Tiew  to  checking 
the  increase  of  hares ;  and  whether  he  will  take 
any  action  in  that  direction  between  this  and 
next  session  P 

Mr.  BO  WEN  replied  he  had  communicated 
with  the  Aoclimatiiation  Societies  all  over  the 
colony  on  the  subject  since  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  asked  a  similar  question  before.  They 
were  all  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  unadvisable 
to  take  hares  absolutely  out  of  the  Schedule  of 
Game  in  the  Protection  of  Animals  Act.  Most 
of  them  were  of  the  same  opinion  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  and  himself,  that  the  period  dur- 
ing which  it  was  lawful  to  kill  hares  should  be 
extended.  They  had  not  yet  collected  facts 
enough  to  determine  how  far  climatic  influences 
would  favour  the  increase  of  hares  in  this  couutir. 
So  far  as  they  were  able  to  judse,  hares  would 
increase  much  more  rapidly  than  in  the  old  coun- 
try. It  was  impossible  to  take  any  action  this 
session ;  but  the  Government  would  watch  the 
matter  carefully,  and  consult  with  the  AocUmati- 
zation  Societies  and  other  bodies  interested  in 
the  matter  all  over  the  country;  and  if  it  was 
necessary  to  take  any  steps  as  suggested,  before 
they  could  deal  with  the  matter  by  legislation 
next  session,  such  steps  would  be  taken. 

SITTING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
Mr.  THOMSON,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  stated  at  the  outset  that  although 
it  referred  to  a  very  important  question,  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  speak  upon  it  at  any  very 
great  length,  especially  as  the  session  was  so  far 
advanced.  The  motion  did  not  raise  the  question 
of  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  from 
Wellington ;  for  he  believed  that,  if  it  was  resolved 
that  the  General  Assembly  should  meet  every  year 
in  one  place,  perhaps  the  city  of  Wellington 
would  be  the  best.  Neither  did  the  motion  raise 
the  question  that  the  General  Assembly  should 
be  a  peripatetic  body,  meeting  one  year  in  one 
centre  of  population  and  another  year  in  another 
centre  of  population ;  but  his  motion  meant  that, 
considering  the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  it 


was  desirable  that  the  General  Assemblj  ihonld 
occasionally  meet  in  some  of  the  lai^e  centres  of 
population.  Considering  that  Bunedin  was  a 
laige  place,  and  that  the  General  Assembly  mi^ 
be  amply  accommodated  in  Dunedin  without  in- 
curring any  very  great  expense,  he  thought  ha 
was  iustified  in  asking  the  House  to  agc^e  that 
the  Assembly  should  meet  next  year  iu  Dunedin. 
Ho  was  quite  willing  to  admit  that  this  proposal 
would  be  attended  with  some  disadvantages,  bnt 
he  was  sure  there  were  advantages  on  the  other 
side,  and  that  the  advantages  very  much  counter- 
balanced the  disadvantages.  One  disadvantage 
was  the  expense  that  might  be  incurred  by  the 
General  Assembly  meeting  next  session  in  I>un- 
edin.  Five  years  ago  this  question  was  before 
the  House,  and  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
two  to  one  that  the  Assembly  should  meet  in  the 
following  session  in  Dunedin.  During  the  recess 
the  Government  sent  down  the  Colonial  Archi- 
tect and  the  Clerk  of  Parliaments,  who  presented 
a  report  to  the  House  the  following  session,  by 
which  it  appeared,  from  the  inyestigation  they 
had  made,  t1i.it  the  expense  would  only  amount 
to  £4,300.  This  expense,  he  thought,  might  be 
very  considerably  reduced.  There  was  this  other 
inconvenience :  that  it  would  not  be  so  easy  for 
the  Gt)vcmmdnt  to  communicate  with  the  heads 
of  the  departments  so  as  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion that  it  was  necessary  for  the  House  to  bo 
supplied  with  when  in  session  ;  and  it  would  not 
be  so  easy,  perhaps,  for  the  Government  to  fur- 
nish reports  that  honorable  members  might  ask 
for ;  but  the  reports  that  were  usually  asked  for, 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  departmental  reports, 
were  pr^ty  well  known,  and  the  Government  might 
be  able  during  tlie  recess  to  haye  all  the  informa- 
tion the  Legislature  might  require  made  acces- 
sible, and  any  additional  information  miglit  bo 
easily  obtained  by  telegnph.  On  the  other  side 
there  were  a  great  many  advantages  that  would 
result  from  the  Gteneral  Assembly  meeting  occa- 
sionally in  one  or  other  of  the  large  centres  of 
population.  Members  would  yeiy  much  extend 
their  information  regarding  the  colony.  That 
was  an  argument  that  might  at  any  time  during 
the  past  history  of  our  representative  institutions 
have  been  advanced  in  favour  of  the  General 
Assembly  meeting  occasionally  in  some  of  the 
lai^e  centres  of  population ;  but  at  the  present 
time  it  was  an  argument  which  could  be  used 
with  much  greater  force  than  it  could  at  any 
former  time.  A  great  deal  of  the  legislation  that 
had  now  to  come  before  the  General  Assembly 
was  yery  much  of  a  local  character,  and  it  was 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  members,  by  meeting 
sometimes  in  one  of  the  principal  cities,  would 
be  better  able  to  cope  with  the  questions  that 
were  likely  to  come  before  them.  It  woxdd  also 
bo  a  yery  agreeable  change  to  honorable  mem- 
bers. Members  by  conung  to  the  city  of  Wel- 
lington for  four  or  five  months  might  be  said 
to  incur  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience,  and  to 
submit  to  a  certain  amount  of  sacrifice,  which 
must  be  constantly  increased  by  always  meeting 
in  this  comparatively  small  city.  He  thought 
that  an  agreeable  change  and  tho  convenience 
of  members    were  not  matters  which  iu  the 


1876.]       Bitting  o^  Parliament.       [HOUSE.]        Sitting  of  Parliament. 


ill 


legislation  of  the  coantrj  ought  bj  any  means 
to  be  despised.  Again,  it  wonld  giye  large  centres 
of  population  an  opportunity  of  becoming  ac* 
quainted  with  the  Legislature.  At  present,  except 
to  the  neople  of  Wellington,  the  Legislature  was 
a  sealed  book.  The  people  all  orer  the  colony 
took  great  intcHst  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature,  but  the  only  information  they  could 
obtain  was  by  means  of  Hansard  and  the  public 
Press.  If  the  large  centres  of  population  became 
better  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature,  they  would  take  much  more  interest 
in  thoee  proceedings,  and  the  advantages  would 
be  mutual — the  House  itself  would  be  brought 
mora  in  contact  with  these  large  centres  of 
population.  Another  advantage  that  would  re- 
sult would  be  this:  the  city  of  Wellin^n  is 
largely  occupied  by  Civil  servants,  and  it  was 
not  in  the  interests  of  that  city  to  see  either  the 
number  or  salaries  of  Civil  servants  reduced. 
There  was  this  other  consideration :  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  the  city  of  Wellington 
were  peculiar.  He  would  not  say  that  in  this 
reepeot  Wellington  differed  from  other  cities ; 
but  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  tone  of  feel- 
ing in  Wellington  was  that  everything  should 
be  centred  in  that  town.  Honorable  gentle- 
men coming  up  to  Wellington  received  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  kindness  from  the  citi- 
zens; but  it  might  be  said  that,  in  so  far  as 
poUtioB  were  concerned,  they  must  be  kept  very 
much  in  the  background.  The  sympatnies  of 
the  citizens  of  Wemnffton  and  those  of  a  large 
number  of  members  did  not  coincide,  so  that, 
when  they  entered  upon  subjects  of  conver- 
sation, those  subjects  must  be  of  a  social  cha- 
racter. In  Dunedin,  members  would  find  no 
difBculty  in  finding  accommodation,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  two  Houses  of  Assembly  could  also  be 
easily  accommodated.  There  was  likewise  this 
thai  had  been  patent  to  all  members  of  the  House 
during  the  session,  that  a  great  number  of  honor- 
able members  had  been  veiy  unwell.  It  was  stated 
on  the  previous  day  that  no  less  than  half  the 
members  of  the  House  had  been  ill  during  the 
session.  He  did  not  know  whether  that  was 
owing  to  the  House  itself,  to  the  climate  of  Wel- 
lington, or  to  the  very  hard  work  imposed  upon 
honorable  members.  It  was,  at  all  events,  a  fact 
that  a  large  number  of  members  had  been  ill, 
and,  putting  it  on  the  lowest  ^und,  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  in  Punedm  or  any  other 
place  they  would  be  worse  than  they  had  been  in 
Wellington.  In  Dunedin  especially,  the  climate 
was  very  bracing.  Bcferring  again  to  the  ques- 
tion of  expense,  he  might  say  that  in  one 
matter  alone  a  considerable  saving  might  be 
effected — and  that  was  in  respect  to  Hansard, 
If  the  Gleneral  Assembly  were  to  meet  in  Dun- 
edin, Hansard  might  be  dispensed  with  alto- 
gether. When  the  Assembly  met  in  Auckland, 
he  believed  the  local  Press  reported  the  debates 
very  faithfully,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  same 
would  be  the  case  in  Dunedin.  He  did  not  wish 
to  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  Wellington 
papers.  Wellington  was  a  comparatively  small 
plM ;  but  he  thought  the  newspapers,  and  espe- 
cially the  morning  paper,  might  be  slightly  im- 


proved, and  should  not  show  so  much  partiality 
in  its  reports.  If  it  had  not  been  for  Mansard^ 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  must  have  ap- 
peared in  a  guise  very  damaging  to  the  party 
which  was  spoken  of  as  the  Opposition.  If  the 
Assembly  met  in  Dunedin,  the  expense  of  re- 
porting the  proceedings  would  to  a  very  large 
extent  be  saved,  because,  Dunedin  being  a  large 
place  in  comparison  with  Wellington,  the  p>o- 
ceedings  of  the  Gbneral  Assembly  would  be  very 
fully  reported  by  the  newspapers.  For  these 
reasons,  he  had  yery  much  pleasure  in  moving 
the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  ouestion  proposed,  "That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  tne  next  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  should  be  held  in  Dun- 
edin."—(ITr.  Thomson.) 

Muor  ATKINSON,  like  his  honorable  friend, 
would  not  trouble  the  House  with  many  remarks. 
He  might  compliment  the  honorable  gentleman 
on  the  case  which,  considering  the  difficulties  he 
had  to  contend  with,  he  had  made  out.  But  he 
submitted  that  the  whole  argument  amounted  to 
nothing  more  than  that  it  would  be  nice  to  have 
the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly  held 
in  Dunedin.  All  honorable  members  would  no 
doubt  agree  that  a  change  would  be  very  de- 
sirable; all  would  like  to  see  Dunedin,  and  no 
doubt  would  be  rery  hospitably  received.  The 
honorable  gentleman  should,  however,  remember 
that  those  honorable  members  who  were  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  politics  of  the  people  of  Dunedin, 
would  have  the  same  difficulty  in  the  matter  of 
couTersation  that  the  honorable  member^s  friends 
had  in  Wellington :  not  that  it  was  a  disadvan* 
tage,  because  honorable  gentlemen  had  quite 
enough  of  politics  in  the  House,  without  im- 
porting it  into  private  conversations  with  their 
acquaintances.  Seriously  speaking,  he  did  not 
think  the  House  should  for  a  moment  entertain 
this  proposal.  The  expense  alone  would  be  an 
answer  to  it,  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  colonv.  The  impossibility  of  getting  re- 
turns, &c.,  if  the  session  were  held  in  Dtmedin, 
would  not  onl^  cause  great  inconvenience,  but 
would  greatly  increase  uie  cost  of  meeting  there. 
He  trusted  that  the  House  would  not  consent  to 
the  motion. 

Mr.  PYEE  said  he  had  an  amendment  to  pro* 
pose  for  the  consideration  of  the  House — namely. 
That  the  word  "  Dunedin"  be  struck  out,  with  the 
view  of  inserting  the  word  "  Cromwell "  in  lieu 
thereof.  The  desirability  of  doing  this  was  ap- 
parent, as  Dunedin  was  but  a  comer  of  the 
Middle  Island,  whereas  Cromwell  was  tlie  imme- 
diate centre  of  it.  Cromwell  was  just  as  near 
the  East  Coast  as  the  West,  and  therefore  it  was 
central.  His  own  district  was  within  twenty 
miles  of  the  West  Coast,  while  it  was  140  miles 
away  from  Dunedin.  His  Honor  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Otago  had  over  and  over  again  de- 
clared that  Cromwell  wds  the  natural  centre  of 
the  Middle  Island;  and  if  any  part  of  Otago 
was  to  be  the  seat  of  G-ovemment>  it  should  be  a 
central  part  If  the  threatened  disturbances 
arose,  it  would  be  very  easy  for  ships  of  war  to 
shell  Dunedin ;  but  thoy  could  not  possibly  shell 
Cromwell.     Speaking   seriously,  ho   hoped  the 
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honorable  member  for  Clatha  wonld  not  _ 
his  motion.  He  did  not  want  to  see  Punedin 
placed  iu  the  same  position  as  other  towns  that 
ho  could  name,  which,  owing  to  certain  circum- 
stances, were  incapable  now  of  reljing  upon  their 
own  exertions.  He  was  quite  certain  that  Dun- 
cdin  would  be  more  prosperous  without  the  in* 
troduction  of  a  host  of  those  Government  officers, 
for  whom  the  honorable  member  for  Olutha  ap- 
peared to  entertain  such  aversion.  Dunedin  did 
not  want  to  lean  on  G-ovemment  crutches,  as  it 
W4f  already  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  oc- 
cupying relatively  to  the  rest  of  the  colony  the 
position  of  a  Liverpool  or  a  Glasgow.  It  this 
motion  were  oarrieo,  members  from  the  North 
and  from  the  West  Coast  would  have  to  go  to 
what  might  be  called  a  remote  part  of  the  colony 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year.  He  felt 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  BABFF  said  he  should  feel  himself  com- 
piled to  TOte  for  the  resolution,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  bound  to  sympathise  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Dnnstan,  who  thought 
Cromwell  should  be  the  seat  of  Government. 
His  opinion  was,  that  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  moved  this  resolution  had  consultMl  himself 
and  other  members,  he  would  have  been  advised 
to  divide  his  resolution  into  two  parts,  the  first 
being  that  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly should  not  be  held  at  Wellington,  thus  leaving 
it  to  be  afterwards  decided  where  it  should  be 
held.  Had  that  been  done,  he  believed  that,  on  a 
vote  being  taken  on  the  motion,  there  would  have 
been  two  or  three  to  one  in  favour  of  it.    He  had 

g'ven  his  vote  in  favour  of  removing  the  seat  of 
overnment  from  Wellington  on  many  occasions, 
and  he  believed  that,  until  some  great  change 
took  place,  he  would  continue  to  give  his  vote  on 
all  possible  occasions  in  the  same  way.  He  was 
quite  prepared  to  vote  that  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment should  be  held  at  Cromwell  or  Bluesldn,  or 
even  at  Somes's  Island,  so  long  as  it  was  not  to 
be  at  that  horrible  place  Wellington.  Honorable 
gentlemen  came  up  to  Wellington  to  be  stifled 
and  baked  as  if  they  were  in  a  camp-oven,  until 
they  had  actually  to  leave  the  House.  Between 
Colonial  Architects  and  Chairmen  of  House  Com- 
mittees, and  bad  ventilation,  it  was  impossible  for 
honorable  gentlemen  to  attend  to  their  duties. 
He  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  climate  of 
Wellington  during  the  present  session,  as  it  had 
been  exceptionally  good;  but  he  did  say  that 
there  were  reasons  why  the  seat  of  Government 
sliould  be  removed  permanently.  He  would  say, 
with  all  due  respect,  that  Wellington  was  be- 
ginning to  exercise  a  very  undue  influence 
with  regard  to  the  rest  of  the  colony.  He 
might  refer  to  the  vote  which  was  annually  made 
for  the  Botanical  Gardens.  Ho  coald  not  see 
why  similar  sums  should  not  be  voted  for  other 
Botanical  Gardens.  He  had  not  been  in  the 
Wellington  Botanical  Gardens  himself,  but  he 
heard  it  was  a  disreputable  place.  There  were 
growing  up  in  this  city  veiy  large  buildings. 
They  saw  tno  new  Gt>vemment  offices  on  the  re- 
claimed land.  Some  said,  that  those  buildings 
had  only  been  put  up  so  that  the  Government 
and  their  supporters  could  point  to  them  and  say. 


"We  have  been  to  such  and  such  expeoiae,  and 
what  is  the  use  of  taking  us  away  to  another 
place  where  we  shall  have  to  put  up  the  aame 
buildings  ?"  His  opinion  was  that  Picton  or  soma 
place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Queen  Charlotte'a 
Sound  would  be  the  best  place  for  the  aeat  of 
Government ;  or  he  would  be  satisfied  with.  S'el- 
son — ^in  &ct,  any  place  would  be  better  than 
Wellington.  Until  some  good  reason  was  gfTen 
why  Wellington  should  remain  the  seat  of  Gk>- 
vemment,  he  would  continue  to  give  his  rota,  as 
he  had  done  session  after  session,  against  it.  Ho 
held  that  Wellington  was  the  most  unsuitable 
place  for  the  seat  of  Government  in  the  oolonj. 

Mr.  MAKDBBS  thought  it  was  very  impor- 
tant, when  honorable  members  had  to  oon&e  from 
all  parts  of  the  colony  to  Wtdlington,  that  this 
place  should  be  made  as  healthy  as  possible  by 
the  City  Corporation.  Of  course,  he  had  no  right 
to  dictate  to  the  Corporation  of  Wellington,  bat 
he  trusted  it  would  take  a  hint,  and  try  to  do 
away  with  the  unpleasant  smells  which  prevailed 
in  Wellington.  He  felt  certain  that  the  motioii 
had  not  been  broi^ht  forward  with  any  idea  of 
its  being  carried.  The  expense  of  removing  the 
seat  of  Government  was  very  great,  as  had  been 
made  clear  when  the  scat  of  Gh>vernment  waa  re- 
moved from  Auckland  to  Wellington.  Welling- 
ton seemed  to  him  to  be  as  good  a  place  as  any 
other  for  the  seat  of  Government.  Beaidesy  all 
the  public  buildings  and  documents  were  here. 
Wellington  might  not  be  the  most  delightful  citj 
in  the  colony  to  visit,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  members  did  not  come  here  for  pleasure,  but 
to  perform  their  duty  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  He  trusted  that  under  the  County  sja- 
tem  the  sanitary  state  of  this  city  would  be  im- 
proved. He  was  of  opinion  that  in  future  sessions 
the  Government  might  very  properly  place  the 
steamer  "  Hinemoa  "  at  the  disposal  of  honorable 
members  during  the  session,  in  order  tliat  thaj 
might  be  able  to  go  on  excursion  trips ;  for  it 
was  very  necessary  for  their  constituents'  sake 
that  they  should  have  good  health.  He  trusted 
that  before  next  session  the  Government  would 
take  steps  to  make  the  chamber  in  which  honor- 
able members  met  more  healthy,  and  that  the 
Corporation  of  Wellington  would  try  to  effect 
some  reform  also. 

Mr.  BS£S  had  listened  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Clutha  in  moving  this  resolution,  and  the 
only  thmg  he  objected  to  was  the  studied  resem- 
bhmce  between  that  speech  and  the  speeches 
generally  made  by  the  Premier  when  he  addressed 
the  House ;  and  when  the  Premier  got  up  and 
said  there  was  nothing  in  the  arguments  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Clutha,  he  paid  a  very 
small  compliment  to  himself.  He  was  rather 
amused  to  hear  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
Stan  say  that  Cromwell,  being  the  centre  of  the 
Middle  Island,  ought  to  be  the  seat  of  Gh>Tem- 
ment;  but  he  could  quite  understand  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  not  wish  to  sit  in 
Dunedin ;  because  if  the  House  did  sit  there,  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  chose  to  term  the  people 
the  "rabble"  or  "rebel"  mob,  he  would  probably 
not  meet  with  that  reception  which  honorable 
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members  might  reMOiutblj  expect  to  be  met 
with.     

Mr.  PYKE  roM  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honorable  member  for  Aa(»land  City  Bast  was 
patting  words  into  his  month  whieh  he  had  not 
used.  It  was  bad  enough  to  hare  those  words 
attributed  to  him  in  the  Press,  but  it  was  worse 
to  hare  honorable  members  putting  them  into 
his  month.  He  had  spoken  iooularljr  of  the  sup- 
posed rebels  who  were  to  be  led  bj  the  honorable 
meml>er  for  Danedin,  Mr.  Stout. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  also  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
He  would  like  to  know  whether  the  honorable 
member  who  had  just  sat  down  was  jostified  in 
using  the  word  "  rebel "  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Stout.  He  thonght  that  honorable  memben 
should  not  use  such  words. 

Mr.  RB£S  was  not  conscious  of  having  put 
into  the  mouth  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Dnnstan  any  words  which  he  had  not  used. 
The  honorable  gentleman  had  used  either  the 
words  "rebel  mob"  or  ** rabble  mob."  How- 
ever, he  supposed  it  was  part  of  the  honorable 
SnUeman's  education  to  use  such  terms  as  those, 
e  was  somewhat  struck  by  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Wakatipu.  He  thought  it 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  the  Corporation  of 
Wellington  sprinkled  eau  de  Cologne  about  the 
street  to  prevent  oiFence  to  tlie  olfactory  organs 
of  honorable  memben ;  and  if  the  Government 
were  to  organise  weekly  excursion  trips  in  the 
"  Hinemoa, '  and  provided  a  band,  the  ladies  of 
Wellington  would,  no  doubt,  join  in  the  plea- 
sures, and  the  memben  of  the  General  Assem- 
bIj»would  have  a  very  pleatant  time  of  it.  But, 
seriously,  there  was  a  good  deal  in  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Clutha.  If  the  people 
were  to  be  brought  face  to  face  with  their  repre- 
sentatives— and  they  could  not  be  so  here,  for, 
although  Wellington  was  in  the  centre  of  the  two 
islands,  the  Parliament  was  still  far  removed  from 
the  great  bulk  of  the  people — if  the  Assembly 
oould  be  brought  face  to  face  with  the  great 
oentres  of  population  at  Dunedin,  Auckland,  or 
Christchurch,  it  would  do  a  great  deal  to  remove 
those  asperities  of  feeling  among  themselve?,  and 
enable  memben  of  the  House  to  get  a  true  esti- 
mate of  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  people.  It 
would  do  more  than  anything  else  to  bring  about 
good  feeling  between  all  sections  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  t^tween  the  Government  and  members 
of  the  House.  He  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
agreed  to,  notwithstanding  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  shook  his  head.  It 
would  be  maoh  better,  in  a  scattered  place  like 
New  Zealand,  that  the  Parliament  should  from 
time  to  time  be  held  in  the  difierent  centres  of 
population. 

Mr.  DB  LAUTOUB  only  wished  to  speak  to 
one  point  in  the  argument.  The  Gh>vemment 
had  given  them  to  understand  that  one  objection 
to  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  to 
Danedin  would  be  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  re- 
turns from  Wellington.  They  were  in  that  diffi- 
culty at  the  present  time,  because,  when  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs  made  a  Financial 
Statement,  Ministen  had  to  go  to  the  trouble  to 
print  that  document  in  the  shape  of  a  parlia- 
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mentary  JP*P^>  i^nd  despatch  it  all  over  the 
colony.  That  was  as  gpmit  a  labour  as  obtain- 
ing returns  from  the  papera  in  Wellington.  He 
felt  hardly  used  about  this  matter ;  because,  while 
the  honorable  memben  for  Wakatipu  and  Dun- 
Stan  had  been  busv  circulating  these  documents 
by  the  hundred,  he  was  unable  to  obtain  one. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  gentlemen .  would  pro- 
vide him  with  a  few  copies  of  that  statement. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  the  Premier  and  one  or 
two  other  honorable  memben  who  had  spoken 
in  opposition  to  the  motion  had  really  advanced 
no  arguments  that  required  repl^.  The  question 
of  holding  the  Parliament  at  Cromwell  was  pro- 
posed jocularly  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunstan  ;  but  although  it  was  centrally  situated, 
it  had  no  accommodation  either  for  memben  or 
for  Parliament.  Ho  took  it  that,  as  no  other 
argument  had  been  advanced  against  his  motion, 
it  would  be  acceded  to. 

Question  put,  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly 
should  be  held  in  Dunedin ;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         28 

Noes         29 


Majority  against... 


6 


Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Ghrey, 
B(fr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lamach,  > 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Rees, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Pitxroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunthouse, 
Mr^  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray- AynsLey, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
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Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Barir, 
Mr.  Thomson. 
Nou. 

'  Mr.  Pearee, 
I  Mr.  Ridiaidson, 
I  Mr.  Richmond, 
;  Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 
TtUera. 
Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  KeUy. 


The  motion  was  oonsequently  negatived. 

SARTORIS  AND  DOWNB. 
Mr.  STAFFORD,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  that  when,  on  the  previous 
Friday,  he  asked  the  Premier  in  what  manner 
the  Government  proposed  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendation  of  tiie  Committee  in  the  case 
of  Sartoria  and  DownOi  a  recommendation  which 
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WM  MMntod  to  by  «Teij  member  of  the  Oommiit- 
tee,  the  Premier  etated  that  the  GoTemment  had 
not  jet  coiue  to  a  deeiiion  in  tha  matter,  bat  would 
do  80  in  a  few  dajs.  He  waa  not  aware  whether 
the  QoTeroment  had  yet  coma  to  any  deoision — ^at 
all  OTentt,  they  had  not  yet  made  it  known.  Ho 
had  been  informed  that  they  had  been  in  oom- 
munioation  with  a  repreeentatifo  of  one  of  these 
olaimanta,  and  that  no  settlement  had  been  come 
to.  He  knew  this  question  was,  to  a  owtain 
extent,  embarrassed  by  the  Iset  of  the  relatire 
liability  of  the  colony  and  the  provinoe  in  the 
matters  but  helield  that  to  be,  as  regarded  his 
motion,  merely  a  question  of  secondary  import- 
ance. He  was  free  to  admit  that  there  were 
perhaos  separate  interests  between  the  colony 
and  uie  proTinoe  in  the  matter  i  for  it  was  no 
doubt  true  that  a  portion  of  the  land  which 
these  claimants  were  entitled  to  on  account  of 
their  original  purchase  had  become  through  pro- 
eeas  of  law  ooionial  property,  and  not  prorineial, 
and  that  the  prooeecu  of  the  sales  of  some  of  these 
lands  had,  he  understood,  become  colonial  reve- 
nue, and  become  part  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
Therefore  he  was  rree  to  admit  that  it  would  not 
be  absolutely  oonect  to  ask  the  proTince,  either 
out  of  its  land  or  from  its  pecuniary  resources,  to 
defray  the  whole  of  the  cost  of  these  claims  as 
they  now  appeared;  but  he  looked  upon  that 
question,  although  one  that  must  be  dealt  with 
between  the  colony  and  the  province,  as  of  very 
secondary  importance  to  the  question  as  between 
the  claimants  and  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand. 
Thero  was  no  doubt  whatorer  that  these  claimants 
had  got  a  thoromzhly  equitable  and  leoal  claim  to 
consideration.  The  Act  of  1872  might  not  have 
been  an  Act  Tery  ^i^lj  passed  by  the  Legula- 
ture— he  Imew  that  different  opimons  were  held 
with  regard  to  that  point ;  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  that  Act  was  passed  veiy  largely  on 
the  principle  of  the  Act  passed  one  or  two  sessions 
prcTiouslT,  called  the  Carrinffton  Land  Grant 
Act ;  and  it  would  be  impossible,  he  contended, 
to  persuade  persons  out  it  the  country  who  had 
interests  in  tliese  claims  that  their  claims  were 
equitebly  and  honorably  dealt  with  by  the  colony 
when  they  found  00  very  greet .  a  distinction 
made  as  to  their  claims,  which  were  absolutely 
analogous  to  the  claims  of  those  claimants  living 
in  the  colony.  The  Act  of  1872  was  deliberatsly 
passed  by  the  Legislature.  If  its  provisions  were 
not  wise,  they  should  have  been  ocgected  to  when 
the  measure  was  brought  beforo  the  L^slature. 
He  was  not  aware  that  any  strong  objections  had 
been  raised,  although  he  could  not  say  thero 
wero  none  j  but  no  very  strong  objection  was  pro- 
fessed by  the  Legislaturo  at  that  time.  Then, 
Bcain,  it  had  b^n  contended  that,  although 
that  Act  did  authorise  awards  in  land  to  be 
given,  .then  was  virtiMl^  no  land  available 
to  fulfil  any  such  awards.  He  trusted  that  was 
not  the  reu  position  of  the  case.  If  it  was,  he 
oould  hardly  find  words  that  would  be  at  the 
same  time  parliamentary  and  proper  to  charac- 
terise such  a  downright  evasion  of  all  right  and 
justice  as  such  a  proceeding  would  have  been.  It 
would  have  been  exactly  analogous  to  the  Go- 
vernment proliMsing  tQ   discharge  a  pecuniaiy 


daim  by  giving  a  cheque  on  a  bank  where  these 
wero  no  effecto  to  meet  it.  He  trusted  no  soch 
plea  as  that  would  be  raised  in  bar  of  the  equit- 
able settlement  of  these  daims.  The  Act  of  1878 
was  introduced  when  one  Government  was  in 
ofBoe,  and  finally  passed  through  ite  later  stagea 
while  another  Government  was  in  office,  of  whidi 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  was  Premier.  Tlw 
Promier  was  distinctly  asked  the  question  in  tha 
other  branch  of  the  Legislaturo  as  to  whether 
there  wero  sufficient  lands  to  iatisfy  the  awarda 
that  might  be  given  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  {  and  the  reply  of  the  Promier,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse,  was  that  sufficient  land  would  be 
available,  for  the  Government  was  about  to 
aoquiro  land  within  the  limito  of  the  Province 
of  Taranaki.  Well,  that  Bill  became  Uw,  and 
it  required  executive  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  be  taken.  And  the  Government 
took  that  executive  action:  They  s^pointed  as 
Commissioner  a  public  officer  of  their  own,  and 
therefore  he  would  not  naturally  b0  supposed 
to  be  biassed  against  the  Government  Thai 
Commissioner  proceeded  to  Taranaki,  and  after 
inquiry  and  deliberation  he  made  certain  awards 
which  would  be  found  among  the  records  of  Par- 
liament. Thero  was  a  provision  in  the  Act  whiidi 
required  that  land  orders  should  be  issued. 
Those  land  orden  were  issued  by  the  Governor 
after  the  Commissioner  had  made  his  awards^ 
which  awards  were  made  known  to  the  GK>- 
Temment,  and  were  communicated  bv  them 
officially  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  pro* 
vince.  They  interposed  no  objection  to  giving 
effisct  to  the  Act,  but  they  jwoceeded  subse- 
quently to  issue  the  necessaiy  land  orden  to 
enable  those  awards  to  be  giren  efibct  to.  Whea 
those  land  orders  wero  presented  at  the  Land 
Office  in  New  Plymouth,  the  answer  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Crown  Lands  was  a  remarkable  one. 
It  was  that  there  were  no  lands  available  lor  the 
pnipose.  It  was  not  that  there  wero  no  lands 
available  for  settlement.  He  did  not  know  how 
such  an  indorsement  on  the  land  orden  could 
hare  been  properly  made.  On  examination,  it 
was  found  that  the  land  of  the  province  consisted 
mainly  of  tiro  classes  one  class,  that  obtained 
under  the  New  Zealand  Settlemento  Act,  and 
which  was  commonly  called  Confiscated  land  ;  and 
the  other  class,  tliat  obtained  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Immigration  and  Public  Works  Act. 
It  was  true  that  in  the  Act  of  1872,  to  which  he 
had  already  referred,  thero  was  a  clause  prohibit- 
ing any  land  taken  under  the  Now  Zealand  Settle- 
menu  Act  from  being  available  for  the  objecto 
of  the  Act  of  1872.  In  a  subsequent  Act,  passed 
in  the  session  6t  1878 — the  Immigration  and 
Public  Works  Act — thero  was  also  a  oLanse  de- 
claring that  any  land  acquired  under  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Act  should  not  be  available  for  the 
extinguishment  of  these  chums  or  for  the  pay- 
ment of  compensation  of  any  kind  whatever.  If 
those  clauses  were  deliberately  put  into  those 
Aote  to  prevent  the  daimanto  obtaining  land, 
then  he  could  only  say  they  wero  as  nearly  of 
the  character  of  a  fraud  against  those  persons  as 
it  was  possible  to  imagine,  and  came  completely 
within  the  categoiy  of  such  a  case  as  be  had 
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already  mentioned,  of  gifing  a  choqne  on  a  bank 
where  ihere  were  no  efPeoto.  It  should  be  re- 
membered  thai  no  objection  was  UUien  to  the 
meaeiire  at  the  time  of  the  pMeing  of  it  b^  either 
of  the  two  QoTemmenta  holding  office  daring  the 
taeiion  of  1878.  He  murht  Mj  that  there  were 
thfeo  Qorenunenta  in  office  that  aestion.  So  Cw 
aa  the  Honie  had  any  knowledge,  no  objection 
whatever  was  railed  bj  thote  GoTernmenta  or  the 
GoTemmei^t  that  succeeded  them.  There  was  no 
Minute  or  Order  in  Council  to  show  that  any 
objection  was  made  to  giving  effisot  to  the  awards 
made,  and  therefore  the  Qovemment  had  given 
their  assent,  tacit  or  im|ilied,  if  not  positive,  that 
the  claims  were  chargeable  against  the  colony, 
and  it  was  now  too  late  to  raise  an  objection  m 
Umin€  to  these  claims  being  equitably  settled.  He 
held  that  it  was  a  question  of  far  more  import- 
ance than  the  question  of  whether  the  province 
or  the  colony  should  pav  a  portion  of  the  claim. 
The  character  of  the  odony  for  good  faith  would 
most  certainly  suffer,  inasmuch  as  the  claimants 
were  persons  resident  out  of  the  colony,  and 
would  have  a  perfect  right  to  s«r,  "Yon  have 
fnlly  provided  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
yonr  own  colonists  who  stood  in  a  similar  position 
to  us — you  have  not  dealt  in  the  same  manner 
towards  us.  In  iact,  up  to  this  moment  yon  have 
given  us  nothing  at  all;  you  have  in  no  way 
tafeiaiied  our  claims  —  claims  which  date  so  lar 
back  as  the  year  1834."  There  were  three  or 
four  chums  against  the  colony  that  went  as  lar 
back  as  that  period.  No  doubt,  in  the  earlier 
portion  of  that  period,  it  was  no  fault  of  the 
odony  that  these  daima  had  not  been  aettled, 
beoanae  the  oritical  disturbances  in  the  colony 
interfisred  with  the  aettlement  of  the  daima  by 
Ihe  Government.  But  ever  since  the  year  1872 
aothiag  had  atood  in  the  way  of  these  daima 
being  aettled  by  the  Government.  He  raeogniaed 
that  the  proper  poaition  for  the  Government  to 
take  up  in  regard  to  theae  daima  waa  to  aettle 
them,  beeauae  the  credit  and  honor  of  the  cdony 
were  at  atake.  He  thought  he  had  very  fairly 
atated  the  poaition  of  this  queation,  and  he  could 
only  aay,  with  regard  to  the  motion,  that  he  had 
drawn  it  ao  aa  to  give  the  wideet  latitude,  and 
vrtthout  indicating  the  manner  in  which  the 
daima  ahonld  be  aettled— whether  they  ahould  be 
ehaiged  mainly  or  proportionately  upon  the  pro- 
finee  or  the  colony.  He  left  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  oome  to  an  equitable  arrangement,  and 
he  would  be  quite  prepared  to  aupport  them  in 
doing  ao.  At  the  aame  time,  the  Mouae  ahould 
iamat,  aa  £ar  aa  it  oonld  inaiat  by  an  esnieaaion 
of  opinion,  that  there  waa  an  honorable  liability 
en  tiie  part  of  the  colony  whien  required  that  no 
fiuiher  delay  ahouhl  be  allowed  to  mto^Mre  with 
the  aettlement  of  theae  daima. 

Hi^  ATKINSON  mifht  aay  that  he  agreed 
in  a  gieat  measure  with  what  had  follen  from  tlie 
honotmble  gentleman,  but  with  two  or  three  ez- 
oeptiona.  It  waa  a  rather  difficult  queation  to  go 
Into,  boeauee,  if  he  were  to  attempt  to  tdl  the 
whole  atory,  it  would  take  him  perhaps  two  or 
three  honra.  He  felt  very  aure  thatf  if  he  were 
at  liber^  to  idate  to  the  House  the  whole  cir- 
of  thaae  cbinit«  honor»hlo  nombera 


would  be  indined  to  repeal  the  Act,  and  refer 
the  claims  to  arbitration.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  although  there  was  something  due 
to  these  claimants,  there  was  also  a  necessity 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  see  that  the  public 
estete  was  not  squandered.  He  found  himself  in 
a  very  considerable  difflonlty  with  regard  to  this 
matter.  The  House,  in  1872,  determined  to 
refer  these  matters  to  arbitration,  and  passed 
the  Act  which  had  been  referred  to;  but  he 
was  sure  he  could  satisfy  the  House  that  that 
Act  was  passed  under  a  misapprehension,  to  use 
a  very  mild  expression.  He  bdieved  the  Houae 
was  entirdv  misled  when  that  Act  waa  paaaed  i 
and  he  had  no  heaitation  in  aaying  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  eztraordinarv  state  of  parties  at 
that  time,  the  Act  never  would  have  been  passed. 
He  admitted  that  they  had  to  face  the  difficulty 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  pointed  out — ^that 
they  had  apparently  dealt  with  one  of  their  own 
coloniste  in  a  different  way  from  what  they  pro- 
posed to  do  with  the  other  outside  daimante.  He 
would  like  to  point  out  to  the  Houae  that  there 
were,  at  the  preaent  time,  daima  of  exactly  the 
aame  nature  atill  ontetandin^ — daima  which  were 
equally  alrong,  and  which,  if  the  House  thought 
that  the  honor  of  the  colony  was  concwmed  in 
these  cases,  it  must  take  up  and  settle.  In  Tara- 
naki,  land  scrip  waa  issued  to  Ydunteers  in  recog- 
nition of  their  serrices,  and  the  House  positive^ 
refused  to  allow  them  to  select  land,  although  the 
men  were  perfectly  willing  to  settle  upon  iL  The 
House  positively  refused  to  allow  them  to  select 
land  bought  uiider  the  Immigration  and  Public 
Works  Aot,  becaose,  it  said, «  We  have  bought 
this  estoto  to  provide  the  provinces  in  the  North 
Island  with  an  estate  to  cany  on  the  coTem- 
ment  and  the  settlement  of  the  oountiy.  The 
House  would  not  allow  the  public  estate  to  be 
dissipated  in  ihe  extinguishment  of  dd  daina. 
That  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  perfectly  reaaon- 
able  position  for  the  colony  to  take  up;  there 
was  nothing  like  fraud  in  it.  The  law  was  en- 
forced agmnst  bond  Jlde  settlers  in  Ta^ranaki,  and 
finally  their  daima  were  compensated  at  the  rato 
of  ten  Bhillin|s  in  the  pound.  How  could  it 
be  said  th*t  in  refusing  thai  land  the  Houae 
waa  treating  the  preaent  daimante  differently 
from  the  true  settlera  of  tho  ookmvP  The 
only  case  which  was  settled  in  another  way 
was  that  of  the  honorable  member  for  QtHj 
and  Bell,  Mr.  Oanington,  who  got  direct  oom- 
peasation.  The  remarks  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Timara  were  not  borne  out  by  fact, 
when  he  said  it  waa  fraud  to  oppoae  such  a  daim 
aa  thia.  It  waa  peKeoUy  reasonable,  and  the 
Houae  would  never  hare  been  prepared  to  vote 
money  to  buy  land  in  Taranakt  merdy  to  oom- 
pensato  daimante  against  the  New  Zealand  Land 
Company  or  any  other  land  company.  One 
other  thing  be  would  aay  with  regard  to  theae 
daima :  these  gentlemen  had  had  an  opportunity 
from  the  verr  beginning  of  the  colony  to  select 
one  acre  and  a  Imlf  for  each  acre  in  their  land 
orders.  Evecy  aerd  of  land  which  had  bean  open 
in  Taranaki  since  the  Oonatitution  came  into  loroe 
—except  the  conflaoated  land— every  acre  that 
had  been  handed  oiw  to  tbo  p«OTinee»  had  been 
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first  open  to  these  cUdmaDts  to  select  from. 
Speaking  as  a  Taranaki  man,  be  woald  say  they 
nerer  had  objected,  and  tbej  did  not  now  object, 
to  these  gentlemen  selecting  under  the  original 
Act  of  1858— tbat  was  to  say,  to  take  an  acre 
and  a  half  of  land  for  every  aore  they  had  orders 
for.  That  was  a  perfectly  reasonable  award, 
although  be  thought  something  might  be  said 
against  it;  but  he  would  not  enter  into  that. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of  thing|s,  no- 
thing but  the  political  exigencies  of  the  session  of 
1872,  which  would  entitle  the  House  to  give  to 
those  gentlemen  more  than  an  acre  and  a  half  for 
every  acre,  which  the  bond  fide  settlers  had  to 
take.  These  gentlemen  had  the  first  choice  of 
any  land  open  for  sale,  and  oonld  have  taken  any 
land  they  Uked ;  and  now  the  House  was  called 
upon  by  the  award  to  give  11,000  acres  of  land 
for  what  could  have  been  settled  for  4,000.  He 
would  ask,  For  what  ?  There  was  no  reas6n  at 
all,  excepting  this  unfortunate  Act.  Although 
the  Act  gave  these  gentlemen  a  claim,  it  did  not 
exonerate  the  House  from  protecting  the  public 
estate,  if  the  House  was  misled  in  passing  that 
Act.  As  a  member  of  the  Qovemment  and  as  a 
member  from  Taranaki,  he  was  Tcry  desirous  that 
these  claims  should  be  settled ;  and  he  would  be 
prepared  to  endeavour  to  settle  them.  His  honor- 
able friend  knew  that  he  had  for  years  past  op- 
posed these  claims,  and  contended  that  Ihey  were 
unjust ;  that  it  was  absolutely  unfair  to  the  colony 
that  they  should  bo  admitted  at  alL  When  the 
Act  was  before  the  House,  he  petitioned  the  Legis- 
lature upon  the  subject,  but  every  obstacle  was 
thrown  m  his  way — he  was  not  then  a  member 
of  the  House — by  the  Gt>veniment  of  the  day  in 
obtaining  information  to  lay  before  the  House. 
When  hu  petition,  and  the  petition  of  the  leading 
men  in  Taranaki,  who  understood  the  case,  was 
before  the  House,  that  land  was  given  to  his 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Ghrey  and  Bell. 
-That  was  done  while  they  were  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Hoiise,  praying  that  the  whole 
thing  might  be  referred  to  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Oourt  to  determine  what  was  due 
to  the  parties.  He  had  throughout  said,  ''Re- 
fer these  cases  to  an  impartiiU  tribunal}"  and 
whatever  such  a  tribunal  decided,  he  would 
be  perfectly  willing  to  submit  to.  He  felt  very 
strongly  on  this  matter,  because  he  believed 
that  a  publio  injustice  had  been  done.  He  ad- 
mitted there  was  a  very  great  difficulty  in  the 
question,  for  an  Act  had  been  passed  award- 
ing these  gentlemen  certain  compensation.  He 
miglit  state  to  the  House  how  that  award  was 
made.  The  Oommisaioner  came  to  Tbranaki,  and 
he  asked  that  gentleman  if  he  was  going  to  hold 
a  Court,  and  what  sort  of  inquiry  he  was  going 
to  hold  —  whether  counsel  would  appear  to 
argue  the  case  P  The  Commissioner  said  he 
had  nothing  at  all  to  do  but  t-o  value  the  land. 
He  took  no  evidence,  but  went  about  inquiring 
of  this,  person  and  that  person,  looked  over  the 
land,  and  awarded  to  the  claimants  some  £17,000. 
The  more  the  case  was  looked  into,  the  less  it 
would  bear  inspection ;  but  the  Assembly  having 
passed  this  Act,  and  man^of  the  claimants  being 
outside  the  colony,  it  might  be  wise,  in  order  to 


avoid  the  appearanoe  of  evil,  to  settle  the  claima. 
His  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Ghney  suad 
Bell  knew  that  he  had  always  fought  him  in  the 
matter,  but  the  honorable  member  had  beaten 
him.     The  honorable  gentlemaii  had  always  con- 
tended that  the  claims  were  jnsL    The  daSfimnta 
now  started,  as  it  were,  in  a  different  poaitioiit 
and  he  was  prepared,  on  behalf  of  the  Gkivem- 
ment,  to  enter  into  any  reasonable  arraagemsnt 
to  eet  the  matter  settled.    He  had  had  interviews 
with  Captain  Borrer,  and  he  had,  as  a  member 
for  Taranaki,  suggeeted  to  the  Committee  a  aera- 
tion of  the  diffioulty.    The  mode  which  he  would 
be  perfectly  willing  to  see  adopted  would  be  to 
alUnr  the  claimants  to  select  land  upon  certain 
terms;    but  he   hoped   the   House    would  not 
insist  upon  the  Government  either  paying  them 
£17,000  in  money,  nor  insist  upon  giving  them 
such  a  block  of  land  as  would  praotioaliy  atop 
settlement  in  Taranaki.    There  were  only  ahoot 
200,000  acres  of  land  open  for  sale  in  Taranaki, 
and  a  great  deal  of  that  was  unavailable.     If 
they  were  to  give  the  unavailable  land  to  the 
claimants  it  would  not  be  fair,  for  it  would  be 
absolutely  useless  to  them  \  and  giving  the  full 
quantity  of  available  land  would  seriously  inter- 
fere with  the  settlement  of  the  country.     He 
was  prepared,   on   behalf  of  the    Qoveraraentk 
to  enter  into  any  reasonable  arrangement  with 
these  gentlemen,  and  to  make  a  settlement,  nod 
he  had  informed  Captain  Borrer  to  that  effisot. 
He  pointed  out  to  that  gentleman  that  the  GK>- 
vemment  had  to  protect  the  publio  estate,  and 
Captain  Borrer  appeared  perfebtly  reasonable  in 
the  matter.    He  oonsidered  he  had  ajustdaim, 
and  had  come  to  the  colony  to  press  it^     The 
Government  had  no  objection  to  the  motion,  and 
he  would  Bugeest  to  the  mover  that  these  woida 
should  be  added :  "  and  that  the  Qovemment  be 
authorized  to  negotiate  with  the  claimants,  with 
a  view  to  such  settlement."    If  the  Gbvemmant 
ooidd  come  to  any  terms  before  the  end  of  the 
session,  they  would  submit  them  to  the  House ; 
but  he  feared  that,  with  the  enormous  pressure  of 
business,  it  was  almost  too  late  to  do  that. 

Mr.  STAFFOBB  would  aeoept  the  addition  of 
the  words  suggested  by  the  Premier. 

Motion  amended. 

Mr.  CABRINQTON  SMd  he  was  in  a  most 
difficult  position,  being  Superintendent  of  the 
Province  of  Taranaki  and  alM  representative  and 
guardian  of  these  people.  As  guardian  of  thdir 
propertv,  he  was  sworn  to  do  that  which  was  just 
and  rignteous  ;  and  were  he  to  use  words  which 
might  perhaps  be  pariiamentary,  words  which  he 
would  be  justified  in  using,  he  feared  his  honor- 
able friend  the  Premier  ana  himself  would  not  be 
friends  again  for  some  little  time.  All  he  would 
say  was,  that  he  stood  there  as  a  man  who  truly 
believed,  and  conscientiously  believed,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman's  utterances  had  no  founda- 
tion in  truth,  in  law,  or  in  equify ;  neverthele« 
he  truly  believed  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
thought  they  had.  The  Assembly  had  no  power 
to  legislate  away  that  land,  which  an  Act  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  had  guaranteed  to  these 
people.  He  would  refer  honorable  members  to  the 
Act  10  and  11  Yiot,  s.  2S|  o.  112.    No  power  im 
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this  House  ooald  take  that  right  awaj  from  them. 
When  this  Assembly  passed  *'The  Land  Orders 
smd  Scrip  Act,  1866/'  he  saw  GK)?ernor  Q^ore 
Browne,  and  he  told  him  the  Act  was  illenl,  and 
entered  into  the  whole  metter.  Qovemor  Browne 
vofenred  him  to  the  Ministrj,  and  they  said  tJiej 
would  amend  the  Act  next  session.  He  (Mr. 
Oanington)  told  them  that  would  not  do.  They 
aaid,  '*  What  will  yon  do  ?  Yon  cannot  expect 
that  we  are  going  to  acquire  the  land  and  then 
hand  it  orer  to  yon  and  jonr  friends.  The 
getting  of  Waitara  will  be  attended  with  mat 
expense."  He  replied,  "  Nerertheless,  when  Wai- 
tara is  acquired,  the  land  will  be  for  me  and 
my  friends."  The  Ministers  said,  "  We  will  not 
acquire  it  to  hand  it  over  to  you ; "  and  be  said, 
"I  cannot  compel  yon  to  acquire  it{  I  must' 
make  some  arrangement  with  you,  or  it  will  nerer 
be  acquired.  What  are  tou  going  to  do  P  How 
much  land  do  you  wish  tor  a  township  P"  Ther 
nid,  "  750  acres  on  each  side  of  the  Waitara,^' 
making  a  total  of  1,600  acres  i  and  he  said  he 
would  take  76  acres  immediately  outside  the 
township,  for  each  60-acre  land  order.  That  was 
en  the  2nd  August,  1868.  Years  rolled  on,  and 
the  land  was  acquired,  a  township  was  laid  out, 
and  he  of  oourse  expected  to  immediatelT  get  the 
land  outside  the  township.  What  took  phujcP 
The  Goremment  thought  proper  to  make  their 
own  arrangements  and  gire  the  land  back  to  the 
Natires.  The  NatiTes  had  been  dealing  with  it, 
by  selHng  it  to  the  white  people,  and  doing  as 
they  pleased  with  it.  He  had  fought  this  matter 
year  after  year  until  he  ultimately  got  into  Par- 
liament He  had  never  eharged  anything  for 
his  serrices,  not  one  farthing,  and  he  had  ncTcr 
eren  kept  an  account  of  anything  he  had  done. 
He  was  acting  for  twentr-three  people,  but  he 
only  represented  two.  He  did  not  know  the 
others,  and  got  nothing  from  them.  He  trusted 
that  tmry  member  of  the  House  would  hear  what 
he  was  saying.  He  asked  for  Committee  after 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  He  then 
got  into  Pariiament,  and  went  to  Mr.  Fox,  the 
Premier,  and  said  to  him,  "  Unless  you  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  have  this  Waitara  matter  settled,  I  will 
bring  the  whole  case  before  Parliament."  The 
Bill  was  brought  in.  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sewell 
went  into  the  whole  question,  and  they  said  that 
the  Government  had  eome  to  the  determination 
that  each  claimant  should  prove  his  own  case 
separately.  The  consequence  was  that  he  (Mr. 
Carrington)  appeared,  and  proved  his  case.  But 
when  the  Bill  arrived  in  the  Upper  House,  he 
believed  he  was  looked  upon  almost  as  a  rogue, 
although  the  most  searching  inouiry  had  been  nuule 
hj  the  Minister  of  Justice  (Mr.  Sewell),  and  the 
House,  and  the  chum  proved.  He  must  refrain 
liom  expressing  his  opinion  regarding  the  Act 
of  1872,  of  which  so  much  had  been  made,  and , 
which  was  said  to  be  slipped  through  the  House 
in  some  way.  Under  that  Act  a  Commissioner 
was  appointed,  without  his  (Mr.  Carrington) 
being  consulted  with  resard  to  who  should  be  the 
Commiseioner.  A  gentleman  in  the  Qovemment 
service  was  appointed,  who  went  down  to  Tara- 
naki  i  and,  after  a  most  searching  inquiry  as  to 
the  value  of  the  land,  valued  it  at  not  more  than 


about  half  its  true  value.  He  (Mr.  Carrington) 
had  tried  to  set  the  laud  orders  for  nearly  two 
years  previously,  but  did  not  get  them  until  within 
three  weeks  of  the  expiration  of  the  two  years 
allowed  by  the  Act  for  their  being  available ;  so 
that  in  three  weeks  more  they  would  have  been 
null  and  void.  He,  on  getting  them,  went  to  the 
Land  Office,  and  presented  the  orders.  But  what 
was  the  answer  P  "  No  effiscts ;  no  land  to  give  " 
— a  dishonored  bill,  bearing  the  signature  of  the 
Governor  of  the  colony.  He  held  those  orders  in 
his  possession,  still  signed  "  Normanby,"  Gover- 
nor of  the  colony.  He  now  came  to  the  House 
asking  for  redress.  He  could  dilate  for  hours 
upon  the  injustice  that  had  been  done,  but  he 
would  refrain  from  doing  so,  and  would  leave  the 
motion  in  the  hands  of  we  House,  trusting  to  ite 
sense  of  right  and  justice. 

Mr.  MuBBAY,  as  one  of  those  who  opposed 
the  Bill  passed  in  1872,  must  decline  to  accept 
the  responsibility  of  agreeing  to  this  resolution. 
He  remembered  well  the  scenes  which  took  place 
in  1872,  and  that  the  House,  while  laughing  at 
the  address  delivered  by  the  honorable  member, 
still  conceded  all  he  wanted. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  under  ordinary  ciroum- 
stences  have  moved  the  adjonmment  of  the  de- 
bate, because,  after  the  powerful  statement  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  come  to  a  true  conclusion ; 
but  he  would  bear  in  mind  that  that  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  often  trouble  the  House,  and 
when  he  did,  he  sjwke  effectively ;  and  although 
his  speech  might  influence  a  vote  or  two  in  ms 
fsvonr  that  might  otherwise  have  gone  a^nst 
him,  he  ought  not  to  lose  the  benefit  of  his  elo- 
quence. He  (Mr.  Sheehan)  supported  the  Bill 
which  was  brought  forward  at  the  honorable 
gentleman's  institution  in  a  prerious  session,  and 
remembered  well  the  warm  debate  which  took 
place  in  the  House  on  that  occasion,  the  speeches 
the  honorable  ^nUeman  made,  and  the  loud 
applause  he  received  from  all  sides  of  the  House, 
He  therefore  felt  bound  to  support  the  honorable 
gentleman  again  on  the  present  occasion.  There 
had  been  i^  gfMit  deal  of  talk  about  the  colony 
not  being  wifiing  to  give  up  ite  lands  to  satis^ 
these  claims;  but  that  was  not  the  questbn. 
The  question  was,  "  Are  these  okims  just  P"  If 
they  were,  they  should  be  settled  in  money  or 
land.  The  fact  of  these  unsettled  daims  existing 
had,  he  beUeved,  done  more  harm  at  Home  than 
honorable  members  were  aware  of;  and  wherever 
such  claims  existed  they  ought  to  be  settled  at 
once,  as  ihsj  would  be  if  the  matter  were  between 
private  individuals.  The  honor  of  the  colony 
was  at  stake,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
right  in  pushing  these  claims  to  the  utmost. 
None  had  gone  through  greater  suflbring  than 
the  early  settlen  of  Taranaki,  who^  it  micht  be 
said,  came  there  with  their  heads  in  their  hands, 
and  made  the  settlement  and  civiUxation  of  the 
colony  possible  for  those  who  came  after  them. 
And  yet,  notwithstanding  the  daims  of  men  who 
had  pared  the  way  for  thoee  succeeding  them, 
they  were  to  be  jumped  upon  in  the  most  un- 
quuifled  and  unjust  manner.  He  would  support 
tne  motion  of  the  honorable  member  lor  Timani. 
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Mr.  KELLY  said,  if  the  genlleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  been  oomofe  in  bis  remarks 
when  he  spoke  of  the  oUims  of  old  settlers  in  re- 
ference to  the  present  daim,  he  would  have  had 
more  sjmpathr  with  the  motion  now  before  the 
House  J  the  Must  of  the  matter  being  that  the 
claim  now  made  was  not  one  bj  old  settlers,  who 
had  encountered  the  difficulties  incident  to  early 
settlement  in  New  Zealand,  but  was  the  claim 
of  absentees,  who  declined  to  accept  the  terms 
which  the  old  settlers  had  by  law  been  compelled 
to  accept.  These  claimants  were  rery  fortunate 
in  obtaining  the  support  and  championship  of 
the  honorable  member  Ibr  Timaru.  He  lulled, 
when  the  claim  of  any  struggling  settler  for 
compensation  came  berora  the  House,  that  his 
advocacy  would  be  equally  available.  But  it  was 
a  matter  of  notoriety  that  claims  of  this  charac- 
ter, inTolving  large  sums,  and  advanced  not  by 
Btrugglin|f  settlers,  but  by  persons  commanding 
large  socml  influence,  had,  as  a  rule,  more  sup- 
port in  the  House.  The  position  of  these  claim- 
ante  under  the  Act  of  1868,  and  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1872,  which  placed  them 
m  an  exceptionally  laTourable  position,  was  this: 
flniey  were  entitled  to  select  one  acre  and  a  half 
of  land  for  each  acre  to  which  they  were  origi- 
nally entitled ;  and  a  large  number  of  persons  in 
the  same  position  as  the  claimants  accepted  those 
terms,  and  selected  land.  These  claimants  and 
others  declined  to  select  out  of  the  lands  which 
were  from  time  to  time  open  for  sale  in  the  pro- 
Tince.  Li  1872,  they  had  influence  enough  in 
the  House  to  get  an  Act  passed  which  practically 
lewarded  them  for  refusmff  to  accept  the  terms 
which  actual  aettkra  in  the  province  had  been 
compelled  to  accept.  Thia  Aot  authoriaed  the 
Ctovemment  to  appoint  a  Commissioner  to  value 
the  oriffinal  selectionB,  and,  at  the  time  the  Act 
was  before  the  Houses  he  protested  against  its 
provisioBa  and  the  exceptional  way  in  which  it 
propoaed  to  deal  with  their  claims.  He  implored 
the  House  to  define  the  duties  and  powers  of  the 
Omnmiasioner,  so  that  aa  excessive  award  would 
aot  be  made — one  that  would  be  unaatisfoctoiy  to 
the  Houae  and  to  the  colooy.  He  had  a  lively 
veooUeetion  of  the  dangerous  awarda  of  Govern- 
ment Gommissionera  who  were  not  bound  by 
apecific  instructions.  There  was  the  caae  of  one 
jfohn  Kelly,  of  Auckland,  which  came  before  the 
Public  Petitiona  Committee,  and  the  Committee 
considered  hia  daim  would  be  aatiafied  by  a  pig- 
ment of  about  £800  or  £400,  but  refrained 
from  making  a  specific  recommendation,  as  they 
thought  that  a  careful  inquiry  on  the  part  of 
some  peraon  appointed  by  the  Government  on 
the  apot  would  elioit  the  amount  to  which  he  waa 
entiUad.  A  Commiasioner  waa  ^pointed  by  l^e 
Government,  and  he  awarded  about  £10,000,  on 
the  expreaa  statement  of  the  claimant,  without 
the  Provincial  or  the  Geneml  Gh>vemment  being 
vapreaented  on  the  iaqaiiy  to  aigaa  aoaiaat  the 
elaim.  The  aame  course  appeared  to  have  been 
pursued  by  the  Government  in  the  case  of  theae 
persona.  The  Commissiotier  made  his  award 
without  hearing  any  person  on  the  part  of  the 
province  Or  the  ooloziy ;  and  the  cooaequenoe  waa 
UMt  theae  daiimfca  had  raoeived  axoeplumally 


good  compenaation.  But  the  Aot  of  1872  pro- 
vided that  no  confiscated  lands  would  be  avail- 
able for  the  satisfaction  of  these  claims,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  was  in  error 
when  he  said  that  the  lands  obtained  under 
the  Public  Works  and  Immigration  Acta  ought 
to  have  been  available.  The  nict  was  that  these 
lands  were  confiscated  lands ;  and  not  a  single 
acre  of  land  had  been  in  the'posseiaion  of  thd 
Government  of  Taranaki  since  1872,  except  con- 
fiscated lands.  AH  the  lands  said  to  be  purchased 
from  the  Nativee  were  simply  confiscated  lands, 
which  the  Natives  concerned  idlowed  to  be  peace- 
ably occupied  on  the  payment  of  money.  The 
oonfiscation  waa  never  lifted  oiT  the  lands  which 
were  handed  over  to  the  Province  of  Taranaki 
under  the  Immieration  and  Public  Works  Act. 
Therefore  the  on^  lands  that  were  available  were 
some  6,000  acres  belonging  to .  the  prorince,  and 
purchased  from  the  Natives  in  the  early  days,  but 
which  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  decided 
was  not  available  because  they  were  not  surveyed. 
And  aa  no  lands  were  available,  they  were  in 
exactly  the  same  position  as  were  the  Militia  and 
Ydunteers  of  Taranaki,  who  received  land  scrip 
for  services  in  the  field,  but  whose  claims  were 
barred  by  the  same  clause  in  the  Immigration 
and  PubUc  Works  Act  which  was  held  to  have 
barred  these  claimants.  The  Militia  and  Yolun- 
teers  were  forced  to  accept  10s.  in  the  poimd, 
and  their  claims  ought  to  commend  themselves 
more  to  the  sympaUiy  of  the  House  than  these 
claims.  With  respect  to  the  idtimate  charge  of 
these  daima,  he  muat  proteet  againat  their  being 
made  a  provincial  liabifi^.  la  1858,  4,000  *aorea 
of  land  would  have  aatisned  these  daixns,  and  that 
waa  all  the  province  waa  liable  for.  The  Act  of 
1872  had  practical^  added  7,000  aores ;  and  if 
theae  daima  were  met  by  scrip  payable  out  of 
land  of  the  province,  the  value  of  the  7,000  aorea 
must  be  refunded  to  the  province,  otherwise  the 
Land  Fund  of  the  province  would  be  unfrdrly 
appropriated,  and  the  settlement  of  the  coun- 
ty, which  waa  going  on  in  a  moat  aatisfackny 
manner,  would  be  auddenlr  checked  for  want  A 
means  of  opening  up  land  for  sale.  He  would 
not  oppoae  the  readution  aa  amended,  aa  the 
queation  waa  for  azrangament  between  the  daim- 
ants  and  the  Government-,  in  the  aame  wav  in 
which  the  Ydunteer  aorip-hdders  were  dealt 
with. 

Mr.  CABBINGTON  took  leave  to  m  that 
this  was  not  scrip,  but  a  land  order  under  the 
signature  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Mr.  BBYNOLDS  had  not  intended  to  take 
any  part  in  thia  debate ;  but  after  the  remaika 
of  the  honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth,  it 
appeared  that  the  Houae  ahould  give  aome  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  the  subject.  That  honor- 
able gentleman  had  said  that  if  any  money  waa 
to  be  paid  at  aU  in  connection  with  thia  oLaim, 
it  ahould  be  paid  by  the  cdony,  and  not  out  of 
the  Land  Fund  of  the  Province  of  TaraaakL  He 
waa  of  opinion  that  the  Houae  ahould  aet  its  fiuw 
aaain^t  being  made  reaponsible  for  a  single  ponn^. 
H  any  money  waa  to  be  paid,  it  ahouUl  be  paid 
out  of  the  Land  Fond  of  the  Province  of  TaraaakL 
Aa  one  who  knaw  aomeihing  of  thia  aaMtr,  he 
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WM  thoroughly  aatisfied  in  hia  own  mind  that 
this  WM  not  »  jutt  claim  s  and  he  thought  that 
the  amendment  nropoeed  ought  to  meet  the  oaee 
entirely,  ae  he  beiieTed  that  the  matter  ehould  be 
left  wholly  in  the  handa  of  the  OoTemment 
The  payment — whaterer  that  might  be— should 
be  made  out  of  the  land  rerenue  of  Taranaki,  be- 
oauM  the  Superintendent  of  that  prorinoe,  in  hie 
repreeentatiye  character,  had  been  a  party  to  the 
tranaaotion. 

Mr.  LABNAOH  Mid  that,  aa  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  who  had  for  eome  considerable  Ume 
been  inquiring  into  this  matter,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  daim  was  a  just  one.  He  could  not  see 
why,  as  the  claim  had  been  remitted  to  a  Seleot 
Committee  which  had  reported  in  fiiTOur  of  it, 
the  QoTcmment  should  reftise  now  to  support  it. 
It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  farce  to  appoint  those 
Committees,  if  their  reports  were  to  be  paid  no 
attention  to. 

Mr.  STAfFORB  said  he  would  accept  the 
additional  words  to  his  motion.  He  could  not 
call  them  amending  words,  because  they  amended 
nothing.  He  could  not  see  eiactly  why  the  Go- 
Temment  wished  to  add  the  words,  because  it  f^ 
peared  to  him  that  they  had  power  to  enter  into 
negotiations  in  such  a  case  without  bein^  author- 
ized to  do  so  by  the  House.  The  claim  could 
be  settled  by  SxecutiTC  action,  and  therefore  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  superfluous  to  add  the 
words.  HowcTcr,  he  thouffht  that  the  addition 
of  them  would  strengthen  his  motion,  inasmuch 
as  they  -took  the  shape  of  an  injunction  to  the 
QoTcmment  to  settle  the  matter.  He  belicTed 
that  when  the  Premier  spoke  he  had  not  spoken 
as  a  member  of  the  GoTcmment,  but  as  a  gentle- 
man who  was  connected  with  the  ProTince  of 
Tsxanaki,  and  who  had  for  many  j^ears  had  a 
strong  bias  with  reference  to  these  claims,  and  he 
spoke  also  as  a  gentleman  who  had  a  large  interest 
in  the  Province  of  Taranaki.  He  (Mr.  Stafford) 
at  first  thought  that  when  the  honorable  gentle- 
man used  the  word  "  we,"  he  spoke  as  a  member 
of  the  QoTcmment,  but  he  haa  since  found  that 
he  had  applied  it  to  himself  and  the  other  mem- 
bers from  Taranaki.  Therefore  his  whole  argu- 
ment might  pais  without  baling  much  effect  on 
the  House.  His  motion  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  ProTince  of  Tbianaki ;  it  was  merely  to  the 
effect  that  the  colony  was  in  honor  bound  to 
settle  the  awarda  made  by  the  GbTcmment  Com- 
misaioner  under  "  The  Taranaki  New  Zealand 
Company'a  Land  Claima  Act,  1872,"  without 
any  unneceaaary  delay. 

Miyor  ATKINSON  aaid  he  had  apoken  Ter^ 

Slainly.  He  had  pointed  out  what  be  conai- 
ered  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Government,  and 
had  given  a  hiatory  of  the  claim  now  under  con- 
aideration. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  trusted  Uiat  the  honorable 
gentleman'a  colleaguea  would  consider  the  ques- 
tion aa  one  which  aifoeted  the  honor  of  New 
Zealand,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  dedaion 
Uiey  would  come  to,  after  considering  the  case, 
would  be  a  proper  one.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man appearsd  to  complain  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee had  not  accepted  the  suggestion,  or  rather 
the -intimation  naae  by  him,  tnat  there  was  a 


certain  way  in  which  these  daims  should  be 
settled.  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Stafford)  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  did  absolutely 
recognize  the  suggestion  that  had  been  made  by 
the  honorable  gentleman.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man had  shown  that  there  was  a  valuable  block 
of  land  which  misht  be  devoted  to  settling  these 
claims.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  claimants 
had  already  made  a  proper  application  that  their 
daim  should  be  settled.  They  had  asked  that 
their  awards  should  be  paid;  and  the  matter 
had  been  referred  to  a  Sdect  Committee,  which 
had  sent  in  its  report,  and  it  now  devolved 
upon  the  Gh>vemment  to  come  to  a  decision 
regarding  it.  He  was  informed  that  the  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  these  claimants  had,  since 
the  report  had  been  sent  in,  made  a  pro- 
posal to  the  GK>vemment  which  had  not  yet 
been  acceded  to  by  the  Government.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government,  considering  the 
action  which  the  Select  Committee  had  taken, 
to  take  the  next  step.  He  could  not  under- 
stand why  the  Yolunteers  should  be  "  done  out 
of"  the  amounts  to  which  they  were  entitled. 
Those  men  were  settlers  who  had  gone  Hte- 
rally  with  their  lives  in  their  hands  to  fight  for 
their  country,  under  the  absolute  condition  that 
they  were  to  have  a  certain  amount  of  valuable 
land;  and  they  were  now  infonned  that  they 
would  only  ^et  one-half  of  their  claim.  He 
thought  that  it  was  not  fair  that  the  Government 
shouKi  now  refuse  to  five  them  the  oth^  half. 
It  was  not  right  that  their  claims  diould  be  cut 
down.  He  could  not  conceive  why  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  should  have  kept 
harping  upon  the  &ct  that  all  these  lands  were 
confisoatea.  It  was  quite  true  that  the  lands  had 
been  confiscated,  and  also  that  large  portions  of 
them  had  been  given  back  to  the  Natives.  But 
even  if  the  whole  of  them  were  lands  which  came 
under  the  provisions  of  the  New  2iealand  Land 
Settlements  Act,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
recognized  that  all  these  lands  should  be  made 
available  for  the  purpose  of  settling  these  claims. 
They  were  claims  on  the  colony  of  an  equitable 
character.  He  ventured  to  say  that  it  was  not 
all  right  on  the  part  of  the  (Government  to  oppose 
these  claims,  which  he  trusted  would  be  settled 
without  any  unnecessarv  delay.  He  Iiad  accepted 
the  additional  words  of  the  amendment ;  but,  as 
he  had  already  said,  he  did  not  consider  they 
were  actually  required,  as  far  as  any  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  was  concerned.  He  ac- 
cepted that,  because  they  appeared  to  be  in  the 
nature  of  an  instruction  to  the  Government  to 
settle  those  claims  as  soon  as  possible.  He  could 
not  agree  with  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  that  the  whole  charge  should  be  against 
the  Province  of  Taranaki,  because  he  waa  quite 
aware  that  the  whole  colony  had  benefited  very 
largely  by  the  recdpta  derived  from  the  aale  of 
thia  land.  There  waa  no  doubt  it  had  done  that, 
and  having  taken  into  the  colonial  chest  part  of 
the  proceeds  of  this  land,  and  hai^g  in  other 
wajs  dealt  with  the  land  by  handing  it  back  to 
the  Nativea  for  colonial  purpoaca,  it  waa  not  fair 
to  turn  round  and  cay,  "  You  have  had  your  pro- 
perty taken  away  it  is  true;  but  even  out  of  the 
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remnanta  of  it  you  shall  not  bare  jour  interests 
considered." 
Motion  as  amended  agreed  to. 

BBOaDEN  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  LASNACH,  in  moTing  the  motion  stand- 
ing  in  his  name,  said  that  some  years  ago  Messrs. 
Brogden  and  Sons  entered  into  an  arrangement 
with  the  late  Agent-Gheneral  to  bring  out  a  num- 
ber of  immigrants,  for  whom  Messrs.  Brogden 
and  Sons  were  to  pajr  £10  a-head.  Immediately 
afterwards,  the  Goyernment  initiated  a  system  of 
free  immigration  to  the  ooontry,  and  the  oonse- 
quenoe  was  that  Broeden  and  Sons  were  unable 
to  reoorer  from  the  immigrants  the  sum  which 
they  had  to  par  the  Agent-General.  The  ar- 
rangement of  tne  Government  operated  very 
detrimentally  to  Messrs.  Brogden  and  Sons ;  and 
it  was  with  the  object  of  haWng  the  matter  in- 

Siired  into  that  he  placed  the  motion  before  the 
ouse.  He  therefore  hoped  the  motion  would 
be  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  the  Hon. 
Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Be  Lautonr,  Mr.  Bees,  Mr. 
Shrimski,  Mr.  Lusk,  Mr.  Wason,  Mr.  Lumsden, 
Sir  Bobert  Douglas,  and  the  mover,  to  inquire 
into  the  terms  of  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Brogden 
and  Sons,  and  the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  thereon,  relatiTc  to  payments  made  by 
them  to  the  late  Agent-General  on  account  of 
certain  adult  immigrants  brought  to  this  colony. 
Five  members  of  the  Committee  to  form  a 
quorum ;  with  power  to  call  for  witnesses  and 
papers,  and  to  report  within  ten  days." — {Mr, 
Xamaeh.) 

Maior  ATKINSON  was  sorrr  to  have  to 
trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  in  reference 
to  this  matter ;  but  it  did  seem  unfortunate  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  should  hare  brought 
forward  such  a  motion  as  this.  The  honorable 
member  seemed  to  be  unaware  that  the  question 
was  gone  into  carefully  and  exhaustirely  by  a 
Committee  appointed  b^  the  House  in  1878,  who 
after  a  great  deal  of  pains  brought  up  the  follow- 
ing report : — 

"The  Public  Works  and  Immigration  Com- 
mittee, to  which  the  petition  of  Messrs.  John 
Brogden  and  Sons  was  referred,  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  the  petitioners  pray  to  be  relicTcd 
from  loss  to  which  they  allege  they  have  been 
subjected  under  their  immigration  contract  with 
the  Goremment.  The  Committee,  baring  taken 
all  the  evidence  that  was  available  to  them  on  the 
subject  of  the  claims  put  forward  in  the  petition, 
are  of  opinion  that  the  statements  in  the  said 
petition  are  not  substantiated,  and,  so  far  as  they 
are  able  to  judge,  there  is  no  ^ood  ground  for  such 
claim,  either  in  law  or  in  equity. 

"  The  Committee  are  further  of  opinion  that, 
in  the  absence  of  proof,  it  would  be  a  bad  prece- 
dent to  entertain  claims  founded  upon  vague 
allegations,  and  the  admission  of  which  would 
do  away  with  all  finality  in  a  system  of  public 
contracts  under  written  agreements;  and  that, 
further,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  it  is 
not  desirable  the  evidence  should  be  printed." 

The  gentlemen  composing  the  Committee  were 


Mr.  Oarrington,  Mr.  Curtis,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fiti- 
herbert,  Mr.  Gillies,  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Mao- 
andrew,  Mr.  O'Neill,  the  Hon.  Mr.  O'Borke,  Mr. 
C.  Parker,  Mr.  Beeves,  Mr.  BoUeston,  Mr.  White, 
Mr.  Biohardson,  Mr.  Cuthbertson,  Mr.  Ormond. 
It  seemed  a  pity  that  petitions  which  had  been 
dealt  with  so  carefully  and  so  exhaustively  should 
be  again  brought  before  the  House ;  and  it  wae 
stiH  more  to  be  regretted  that  honorable  mem- 
bers should  not  content  themselves  with  referring 
these  petitions  to  the  ordinary  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  them.  He  did  not  know 
where  these  questions  would  end  if  the  petitions 
were  to  be  brought  up  session  after  session.  He 
might  state,  with  regard  to  the  promissory  notes, 
that  payment  of  them  was  refused  for  a  long 
time,  and  at  last  it  became  necessary  that  the 
Government  should  stop  the  amount  due  from 
contract  moneys  payable  to  Messrs.  Brogden  and 
Sons.  The  whole  sum  had  now  been  stopped 
by  the  Treasury.  The  inquiry  would  oome  to 
nothing,  and  he  would  suggest  that  the  motion 
should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CABBINGTON  thought  it  perfecUy  use- 
less to  enter  into  this  matter  at  that  stage  of  Uie 
session.  He  oould  make  some  telling  remarks, 
but  he  did  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BEID  was  sorry  the  honorable  gentleman 
did  not  tell  the  House  in  which  direction  hia 
telling  remarks  would  have  gone,  because  that 
would  have  influenced  him  greatly.  What  he 
wished  to  saj  was,  that  it  was  very  undesirable 
to  have  these  matters  referred  back  again  and 
again,  after  they  had  once  been  fully  investigated 
and  reported  upon.  The  parlies  should  then  be 
left  to  their  remedy  at  law  if  they  were  dissatis- 
fied. This  matter  was  now  before  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee;  and  to  ask  the  House  to 
appoint  another  Committ^  specially  to  consider 
the  matter,  was  asking  too  much  of  the  House. 
It  would  oome  to  this :  that  it  would  be  better  to 
grant  these  cboms  at  first,  and  have  done  with 
them,  than  to  have  them  inquired  into  over 
and  over  again.  He  was  under  the  impression 
that  Messrs.  Brogden  had  tested  their  right  in 
the  English  law-courts,  and  had  failed ;  but,  at 
all  events,  a  Committee  of  the  House  had  already 
decided  against  them ;  and  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  seemed  to  have  brought  forward  this 
motion  in  ignorance  of  these  circumstances,  he 
hoped  he  would  now  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMBBY  thought  that,  when  the 
House  was  asked  to  institute  a  fresh  inquiry,  it 
ought  to  be  told  whether  or  not  the  petitioner 
had  any  fresh  evidence  to  bring  forward.  They 
had  no  such  information  in  this  case ;  and  as  the 
case  had  already  been  carefully  inquired  into,  he 
saw  no  good  reason  for  re-opening  it. 

Motion  negatived. 

CIVIL  SEBVANTS. 
Mr.  LABNACH,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  it  was  pretty  well  known 
outside  the  House  that  gentlemen  in  the  Civil 
Service  practised  their  professions  privately,  and 
it  became  a  question  whether  they  should  be  al- 
lowed to  perform  duties  outside  thoee  pertaifiing 
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to  their  ofiloe.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that 
oificen  of  the  Gorernment  should  attend  to  their 
duties  and  have  a  regard  for  their  employer's  in- 
Uresis,  as  the  employ^  of  large  mercantile  firms 
did.  The  colony  should  hare  the  full  henefit  of 
their  serrioes.  He  had  no  intention  to  argue  the 
point  at  anj  length,  but  would  leave  it  to  the 
Honse  to  say  whether  it  would  perpetnato  a  loose 
system  which  permitted  OiTil  servants  to  accept 
outside  employment.  He  was  aware  that  there 
were  many  sentlemen  in  the  service  of  the  Gh>- 
veiTiment  who  received  a  very  small  salary  for  the 
performance  of  certain  duties,  upon  the  under- 
standing that  thsT  would  be  allowed  to  perform 
oatnde  work.  If  the  motion  were  passed,  he 
wonld  like  to  see  such  officers  fully  compensated 
for  breach  of  agreement. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  improper  for 
any  salaried  officer  of  the  Gk>vemment  or  of  the 
Civil  Service  of  the  colony  to  receive  fee,  salaiy, 
or  reward  outside  of  the  office  he  holds  ;  and  that 
firmn  this  time  forward  any  officer  found  receiving 
salary  or  fees  other  than  from  the  office  held  by 
bim  shall  no  longer  be  retained  in  the  CivU 
Service  or  the  service  of  the  Government  of  the 
colony."— (il&.  XofiMieA.) 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  rather  anticipated  the  replv  he  intended 
to  make.  There  were  three  gentlemen  in  the 
Pnblic  Works  Department  who  had  made  agree- 
ments such  as  the  honorable  gentleman  had  just 
alluded  to,  and  they  were  entitled  to  a  year's 
noUoe  in  case  of  any  alteration  being  made  in 
their  agreement.  He  presumed  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  provide  for  that,  or  for  the  payment  of 
compensation  in  such  cases.  So  far  as  the  prin- 
ciple was  concerned,  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  that  it  was  very  unadvisable 
to  have  any  such  custom  existing  in  the  Service  ; 
but,  in  the  cases  in  question,  it  was  considered 
necessary  to  make  the  agreements  as  they  were 
then  made.  It  might  meet  the  honorable  raem- 
bor's  views  if  the  latter  half  of  the  resolution 
were  omitted.  Some  amendment  would  have  to 
be  made  in.  the  resolution  before  it  was  passed, 
otherwise  they  would  have  to  discuss  the  subject 


Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  proposed  amendment 
would  defeat  the  object  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Government 
would  have  power  to  torminato  any  agreement  at 
any  specific  time.  There  were  two  or  three 
oflioers— two  at  all  events — ^who  would  be  entitled 
to  twelve  months'  notice  if  their  services  were  to 
be  dispensed  with,  or  any  alteration  made  in  the 
terms  of  their  engagements.  He  would  move,  as 
an  amendment,  the  omission  of  the  following 
words :  "  and  that  from  this  time  forward  any 
officer  fonnd  receiving  salary  or  fees  other  than 
from  the  office  held  by  him  shall  no  lon^r  be  re- 
tained  in  the  Civil  fiiervice  or  the  service  of  the 
Gk>vemment  of  the  colony." 

Mr.  KELLT  presumed  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  brought  forward  this  motion  did 
not  mean  to  exclude  persons  from  holding  more 
than  one  office  in  the  public  serrioe,  but  that  the 
olgeet  was  that  any  person  who  received  an  ade* 
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quate  salary  from  the  colony  should  not  be 
allowed  to  carry  on  the  private  practice  of  bis 
profession  also.  If  that  were  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman's meaning,  he  fully  concurred  in  the  view 
that  no  officer  who  received  an  adequate  salary 
should  be  allowed  to  practise  his  profession  out- 
side the  service.  A  return  had  been  furnished, 
on  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce,  from  which  it  appeared  that  there  were 
only  three  or  four  officers  in  the  pay  of  the  Go- 
vernment who  were  allowed  to  follow  their  pri- 
vate praotice.  The  Colonial  Architect  was  one  of 
those  officers,  and  the  £ngineer-in-Chief,  and  some 
persons  holding  the  office  of  Crown  Lands  Com- 
missioners were  also  paid  for  services  rendered  as 
members  of  the  Waste  Lands  Boards.  The  mo- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  would  only  affect 
three  or  four  gentlemen  with  whom  special  terms 
were  made  when  they  accepted  office  under  the 
Colonial  Gt>vemment,  and  which  terms  would 
have  to  be  respected.  It  would  be  better  for  the 
colony,  and  for  all  the  persons  concerned,  if  no 
such  agreements  were  entered  into,  as  it  might  be 
veiy  embarrassing  sometimes  to  the  officers  them- 
selves*. For  instonce,  when  there  was  a  press  of 
public  business  and  also  of  private  business,  he 
presumed  that  the  private  work  in  which  the 
officers  might  be  engaged  would  have  to  give  way. 
The  permanent  officers  employed  by  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  should  receive  adequate  salaries  for  the 
work  tliey  performed  for  the  colony,  and  should 
not  be  allowed  to  engage  in  private  work,  as  it 
must  lead  at  times  to  very  great  embarrassment 
and  dissatisfaction. 

Mr.  BURNS  would  suggest,  if  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  were 
sgraed  to,  that  words  should  be  added  to  the 
resolution  to  the  effect  "that  any  such  oflksers 
being  so  engaged  should  have  notice  of  the 
termination  of  their  engagements."  He  per- 
fectly agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  that  the  Civil  servanta  should  not  be 
allowed  to  carr^  on  private  practice  in  the 
profession  to  which  thoy  belonged.  From  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
he  understood  that  there  were  no  officers  in  the 
service  who  were  engaged  for  a  longer  term  than 
twelve  months  —  that  the  engagemente  entered 
into  by  them  were  terminable  on  twelve  months' 
notice.  The  words  he  had  suggested  to  be  added 
to  the  resolution  might  meet  23  the  requiremente 
of  the  case. 

Mr.  GIBBS  wished  to  be  informed  whether 
the  resolution,  if  carried,  would  prevent  junior 
clerks  from  doing  a  little  writing  in  the  evening, 
and  obtaining  a  few  extra  emoluments  in  that 
way. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— Yes,  it  would. 

Mr.  GIBBS  could  hardly  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion if  it  would  have  that  eff'ect. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  wouM  like  to  know 
if  postmasters  would  come  within  the  scope  of 
this  motion,  as  the  salaries  they  received  from 
the  Government  were  very  small  indeed  —  so 
small  that  they  were  obliged  to  do  other  work  to 
gain  a  livelihood.  Ik  was  right  that  the  Civil 
servants  should  receive  sufficient  pay,  and  that 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  enter  into  oompe* 
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fcition  with  other  professional  men.  He  knew 
that  in  the  Gk>Temment  department  in  Oanter- 
buT7  there  were  some  oiBoers  who  understood 
floohiteotare,  and  who  were  employed  by  persons 
to  draw  plans.  The  Gbremment  preTentcd  them 
from  doing  so,  as  it  was  ondaly  interfering  with 
men  who  were  getting  their  living  bj  following 
their  profession. 

Mr.  W±UTA£ER  said  it  would  be  a  dangerous 
thing  to  pass  the  resolution  in  such  general  terms. 
He  would  say  at  once  that  it  had  a  much  wider 
application  wan  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  attributed  to  it.  It  was  all  rezr  well  for 
his  honorable  friend  the  Minister  tor  Public 
Works  to  eonflne  himself  to  sajina  that  there 
were  onlj  three  or  four  persons  who  would  be 
affected  by  it.  There  were  some  fifty  persons 
employed  in  the  rarious  post  offices  who  were 
paid  small  salaries,  and  who  were  able  to 
undertake  other  work  besides.  There  were 
connected  with  the  Native  Department  seTeral 
medical  officers  who  receired  a  salary  of  £G0  or 
£60  from  the  Government,  and  the  adoption 
of  this  motion  would  prevent  them  performing 
any  duties  oonnected  with  that  department.  If 
it  were  intended  that  this  motion  should  apply  to 
any  particular  individuals,  it  should  specify  them. 
To  pass  this  motion  in  such  veiy  general  terms 
would  be  a  very  mischievous  thine  to  do.  The 
striking  out  the  latter  part  would  not  further 
the  matter,  for  it  was  to  the  first  part  he  enter- 
tained olgeodon.  In  the  Postal  Bepartnent,  and 
in  the  medical  branch  of  the  Native  Department, 
there  were  probably  fifty  or  one  hundred  persons 
to  whom  the  resolution  would  directly  apply. 
The  motion  as  it  stood  had  a  very  wide  apphca- 
tion ;  and  if  it  was  to  be  pused  at  all,  it  should 
be  made  applicable  to  certain  specified  officers ; 
otherwise  it  would  interiere  with  arrangements 
which  he  thought  oould  not  be  altered  without 
serious  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  BBYNOLDS  said  it  was  not  conducive  to 
the  health  of  any  man  togive  him  an  undue 
quantity  of  work  to  do.  ^  should  receive  a 
sufficient  salarr  from  the  Government  to  enable 
him  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  service.  If 
a  man  did  twelve  hours'  work  when  his  constitu- 
tion would  onlv  allow  him  to  do  eight,  he  was 
sure  sooner  or  later  to  become  incapacitated  for 
his  Government  work  j  and  he  would  then  have 
to  get  leave  of  absence  in  order  to  recruit  his 
health.  If  any  officers  were  entitled  to  a  yearns 
noUcCi  notice  might  be  given  to  them  at  once,  for 
the  system  was  decidedly  a  bad  one  of  allowing 
officen  to  undertake  private  practice  in  their  pro- 
fessions. It  would  be  (ar  better  to  give  them  a 
good  salary,  and  compel  them  to  devote  their 
whole  time  to  tiie  Government  service,  than  to 
give  them  a  very  low  salary  and  allow  them  pri- 
vate practice.  The  honorable  member  for  Colling- 
wood  seemed  to  be  very  much  alarmed  lest  this 
should  affect  derks  on  small  salaries,  and  prevent 
them  from  doing  some  little  writing.  Those  offi- 
cers were  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  the 
others.  They  were  required  to  do  a  certain  amount 
of  work  for  the  Government;  and  if  they  had 
extra  work  at  night,  thev  impaired  their  effi- 
oienqy  to  perform  their  duties  to  the  Govern- 


ment in  the  daytime,  and  that  caused  an  iiyury 
to  the  public  serrice.  He  was  rather  astonished 
to  hear  the  Postmaster-General  say  what  he  did 
about  Post  Office  employ^ ;  and  he  would  point 
out  that  it  would  be  a  very  easv  matter  to 
amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  snow  that  it 
was  not  to  apply  to  those  postmasters  and 
other  officers  who  were  not  intended  to  give 
the  whole  of  their  time  to  the  duties  of  their 
department.  Of  course,  the  honorable  member 
for  Dnnedin  did  not  intend  that  motion  to  ap- 
ply to  those  postmasters  who  only  reoeived  £6 
or  £10  a  year,  and  who  had  other  business  to 
attend  to.  The  same  remarks  would  apply  to 
medical  officers  in  connection  with  the  Native 
Department.  He  trusted  the  honorable  member 
would  so  amend  his  resolution  that  it  would 
carry  out  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  and 
the  wi^es  of  the  people ;  for  he  knew  there  was 
a  very  general  feeling  that  Ghovemment  employ^ 
should  confine  themselves  to  Government  duties, 
and  should  not  compete  with  other  professional 
men,  or  with  others  who  were  earning  their  liring 
without  any  assistance  at  all  from  the  Ghovem- 
ment.         

Mr.  BOWE  had  no  doubt  at  all  that  the 
House  sympathized  with  the  mover  of  the  motion. 
The  tenns  of  the  resolution,  however,  were  too 
general,  and  the  time  he  thought  was  very  inop- 
portune, because  the  General  Government  were 
now  about  to  take  over  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment offices,  and  he  knew  that  in  connection  with 
provincial  institutions  there  were  many  officers 
who  were  not  paid  to  give  their  whole  time  to 
the  Government.  For  instance,  in  the  Provincial 
Hospitals  there  were  medical  gentlemen  employed 
in  many  instances  at  comparatively  low  salaries ; 
and  if  the  House  passed  such  a  resolution  as  this, 
those  gentlemen  would  immediately  vacate  the 
positions  they  held.  Having  private  practice 
enabled  them  to  fulfil  the  duties  in  connection 
with  these  institutions,  which  otherwise  they 
would  be  unable  to  do.  He  believed  there  were 
a  number  of  officers  in  the  Government  service 
who  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  practise  privately, 
and  who  received  sufficient  salaries;  but  the 
resolution  would  include  those  to  whom  that  did 
not  apply,  and  to  whom  the  motion,  if  agreed  to, 
would  cause  veiy  great  hardship  and  injustice.  He 
had  for  years  been  a  postmaster  at  a  salary  of 
20s.  a  year ;  and  if  he  had  not  been  allowed  to  do 
anything  outside  that,  it  would  have  been  a  very 
poor  thing  to  depend  on. 

Mr.  R£ID  thought  the  feeling  of  the  House 
was  with  the  honorable  member,  that  it  was  not 
desirable  that  Civil  servante  who  were  in  receipt 
of  a  sufficient  salary  should  be  allowed  private 
practice.  There  had  been  considerable  com- 
plainto  about  this  matter  in  the  part  of  the 
coimtry  from  which  he  came,  and  it  was  thought 
that  officers  who  were  in  receipt  of  a  fair  salary 
should  not  compete  with  others  in  private  prac- 
tice. He  quite  agreed  that  the  motion  was  too 
general  in  its  terms,  and  he  would  move.  That 
after  the  word  "colony"  these  words  be  inserted: 
"  who  is  in  receipt  of  a  salaijr  of  £250  a  year  or 
upwuds."  That  would  obviate  the  difficulty  in 
regard  to  those  officers  who  were  receiring  small 
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salarief .  Perhaps  the  amount  he  mentioned  wai 
too  low ;  but  he  would  merely  more  the  amend- 
ment to  give  the  House  and  the  GoTemment  an 
opportunity  of  accepting  the  principle. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  concurred  with  the  last 
speaker  that  the  motion  was  too  general  and 
sweeping  in  its  terms ;  and  it  was  quite  dear  that 
it  would  not  insure  what  the  honorable  member 
desired,  or  what  could  be  properly  carried  out  by 
the  GoTemment.  As  a  nile,  he  thought  it  was 
exceedingly  inexpedient  for  a  resolution  of  the 
House  to  DC  passed  alTecting  matters  that  were 
properly  prorided  for  by  Uw.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  CiTil  Serrioe  was  controlled  bT 
regulations  issued  by  the  Gk>Yemor  in  Council, 
and  it  would  be  a  very  bad  precedent  for  the 
House  to  pass  regulations  affecting  the  Oiyil  Ser- 
Tioe.  Any  regulations  required  should  be  made 
by  the  Goremor  in  Ooimcil  in  such  a  way  as  to 
meet  existing  circumstances.  The  (act  that  there 
were  no  less  than  some  half-dozen  amendments 
on  the  resolution  showed  that  the  House  was 
scarcely  a  body  to  perform  a  function  that  would 
propeny  be  performed  by  the  Governor  in  Coun- 
cil under  the  law.  It  would  be  a  mistake  to  do 
more  than  indicate  the  wish  of  the  House  in 
general  terms,  and  leare  it  to  be  embodied  in  any 
regulations  which  the  law  proTided  should  ble 
made.  He  would  suggest  that  the  motion  should 
be  amended  in  this  way.  The  following  words 
should  be  added :  "  That,  as  a  general  rme^  it  is 
inexpedient  for  any  salaried  officer  of  the  GK>- 
yemment,  or  of  the  Oiyil  Berrice  of  the  colony,  to 
reoeiye  fees,  salary,  or  reward  for  sernces  ren- 
dered outside  of  the  office  he  holds;"  and  to 
strike  out  the  last  words  of  the  motion,  and  add 
these  words :  "  That  the  Gt>yemor  be  requested  to 
frame  regulations  under  the  Oiyil  Serriee  Act 
under  which  officers  might  perform  duties  outside 
the  office  they  held,  but  that  such  priyilege  in 
future  should  be  sparingly  granted."  It  was  per- 
fectly clear  that  there  were  a  number  of  cases  in 
which  fees  must  be  receiyed  by  officers.  There 
must  be  postmasters  who  were  authorized  to  trans- 
act business  outside  the  department.  Then  there 
were  medical  officers  of  hospitals  and  registrars 
throughout  the  country,  who  receiyed  and  must 
reoeiye  fees  for  work  done  outside  the  Gh>yemment 
office.  He  did  not  think  the  motion,  as  it  stood 
on  the  Order  Paper,  would  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  moyer.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  were  offi- 
cers in  the  Ciyil  Seryice  under  engagement ;  and, 
after  they  had  been  brought  out  from  Home 
under  that  engagement,  it  could  not  in  £umess 
be  arbitrarily  terminated  in  order  that  another 
arranffement  might  be  made.  He  would  Sffree  to 
a  motion  for  regulating  this  matter  in  the  future; 
but  it  would  not  be  to  the  credit  of  the  country 
to  annul  engagements  that  had  been  made  in 
good  faith.  It  was  all  yery  well  to  say  you  oould 
terminate  a  man's  engagement  because  under  the 
agreement  it  was  terminable ;  but  that  would  not 
be  a  fair  thing  to  do.  There  was  a  medical  offi- 
cer in  Christonurch  whose  engagement  under  the 
agreement  was  terminable  at  the  end  of  a  year ; 
but  it  would  be  most  unfair  to  terminate  that 
agreement  in  order  to  enter  into  another,  against 
the  wishes  of  that  officer.    The  intention  was 


that  these  agreements  should  only  be  annulled  in 
the  eyent  of  a  man  proring  unfit  for  his  office,  or 
in  the  eyent  of  it  being  intended  to  do  away  wiUi 
the  office. 

The  hour  of  half -past  flye  haying  aniyed,  Mr. 
Sfxaxbb  left  the  chair. 

ABOLITION. 

Mq'or  ATSINSON  laid  on  the  toble  conies  of 
two  letters  from  Sir  Geom  Gbey  to  His  Sxoel- 
lency  the  Goyemor,  and  fiis  Bzcellenoy's  reply 
thereto,  and  moved  that  they  be  printed. 

Sir  G.  GREY  moyed,  That  the  correspondence 
be  read. 

The  Clbbk  read  the  correspondenoe  aa  fbl« 
lows: — 

"His  Honor  Sir  G.  Gbbt  to  Gbyemor  the  Most 
Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Nobkakbt. 

«  Wellinikon,  17th  October,  1876. 

"  My  Lobd,— On  JSriday,  the  18th  instant,  I, 
for  the  first  time,  read  the  despatch  whioh  your 
BxceUency  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  on  the  21*t  June  last— that  is, 
nearly  four  montiis  after  it  had  been  sent  fsom, 
this  colony. 

"I  was  surprised  and  sony  on  finding  the 
statements  your  Excellency  had  made  to  the 
Queen's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  regarding 
myself,  and  beg  to  offer  the  following  explana- 
tions in  reference  to  them : — 

"  In  the  first  place,  it  should  be  rememberecl 
that  the  circumstances  upon  which  your  Bxcel- 
lenoy's  despatch  rest  are  stated  to  haye  trans- 
pired in  a  priyate  oonyersation  I  am  alleged  to 
have  held  on  some  eyening  about  June,  1876— at 
the  Club  at  Auckland  I  presume,  for  I  think  I 
neyer  met  the  narrator  of  this  allegad  conyersatioa 
at  any  priyate  house  on  any  eyening,  or  at  any 
other  time. 

"  I  never  held  any  conversation  or  answered 
any  questions  at  the  Club  at  Auckland,  except  in 
that  easy  confidence  of  privacy  commonly  prevail* 
ing  amongst  gentlemen  admitted  into  such  insti- 
tutions,  and  without  giving  that  care  and  atten* 
tion  to  precise  form  of  expression,  and  without 
that  accuracy  of  recollection,  which  I  should  cer* 
tainly  haye  bestowed  on  any  oonyersation  I  be* 
lievea  was  shortly  to  be  oonyeyed  to  your  Bx« 
cellency's  ears,  and  to  be  by  you  reported,  twelve 
months  afterwards,  to  Her  liajesty's  Principal 
Secretary  of  State,  for  the  information  of  the 
Queen  and  the  British  Parliament. 

"  Bspedally  should  I  haye  used  greater  caution 
in  the  respects  to  which  I  allude,  had  I  known 
that,  after  such  a  report  had  been  made,  I  was 
to  be  left  in  ignorance  for  more  than  four  montha 
of  what  had  been  done,  of  the  words  and  expres* 
sions  I  was  to  be  charged  with  having  used,  and 
of  the  interpretation  your  Excellency  was  pleased 
to  put  upon  them.  Men's  honor  and  character, 
nay,  their  yery  lives,  are  held  upon  a  frail  tenure, 
if  such  things  can  be  done. 

"  The  state  of  aifiurs  when  the  alleged  oonyersa- 
tion is  said  to  haye  taken  place  was  quite  different 
from  that  which  prevailea  when  I  wrote  to  your 
Excellency  on  the  5th  June,  1876.  In  June, 
1876,  the  Colonial  Gbyemment  had  only  pro- 
posed to  abolish  the  proyinooa  in  the   North 
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Island.  No  form  or  method  of  abolition  had  been 
mado  known  either  to  mjtelf  or  to  the  public.  I 
wa«  altogether  unaware  what  ctrcumstanoeB  might 
haTo  to  be  met.  When  I  addresaed  jour  Excel- 
lenoj  on  the  6th  of  June,  1876, 1  had  to  speak 
of  pressing  difficulties  which  were  known  to  be 
almost  certain  to  present  themselves  for  solution, 
in  consequence  of  the  Abolition  Bill  haying  been 
passed  and  made  applicable  to  both  Islands  of 
New  Zealand.  It  therefore  never  entered  into 
my  mindi  on  the  5th  of  June,  1876,  to  allude  to  a 
past  state  of  affairs  which  was  not  under  consider- 
ation, or  to  a  couTersation  which  I  am  alleged  to 
have  had  twelve  months  previouslj  to  the  <Ukto  of 
my  wjritlng  to  you,  but  which  I  had  totally  for- 
gotten ;  and  I  only  addressed  myself,  I  submit, 
olearly  and  succinctly  to  those  circumstances 
which  were  in  existence  at  the  time  I  wrote,  and 
to  events  for  encountering  which  proTision  would 
probably  have  to  be  made. 

*'  The  charges  made  against  me  by  your  Excel- 
lency, and  the  enclosures  to  your  despatoh,  are 
three  in  number — 

**  (1.)  My  conduct  in  relation  to  improperly 
dictating,  in  my  office,  as  Superintendent,  a  par- 
tioolar  resolution  to  the  Provincial  Council  of 
the  Province  of  Auckland. 

**  (2.)  Some  implied  charge,  but  not  openly  or 
fiiirly  stated,  of  attempting  to  get  the  command  of 
the  police  force  of  the  Province  of  Auckland,  to 
me  it  against  the  General  Ghovemment. 

''  (3.)  Of  being  the  author  of  reports  that  the 
Qovemment  of  this  country  might  attempt  to 
use  the  Queen's  vessels  against  the  inhabitants  of 
this  colony,  if  any  of  the  provinces,  as  a  last 
resource,  resieted  the  bringing  into  operation  of 
the  Abolition  Act 

"  The  first  of  these  charges  is  sufficiently  dis- 
posed of  by  my  denial  of  it,  and  by  the  stoto- 
mente  made,  in  their  places  in  Parliament,  by 
members  of  the  Auckland  Provincial  Council. 

"The  second  charge  is  thus  answered :  The 
Superintendents  of  aU  the  other  provinces  but 
Auckland  have  the  police  force  under  their  con- 
trol; and  the  law  requires  that  this  should  be 
the  case,  as  the  Superintendente  are  by  law  re- 
quired to  pay  the  cost  of  the  police  force,  and  are 
made  answerable  for  the  peace,  order,  and  £ood 
government  of  their  several  provinces.  There 
was,  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  nothing  unlawful 
or  unusual  in  my  seeking  to  be  placed  in  the 
same  position  in  this  respect  as  other  Superinten- 
dente. In  the  second  place,  when  the  General 
Goremment  at  last,  at  my  request,  agreed  to 
hand  over  the  police  force  of  the  Province  of 
Auckland  to  the  Superintendent,  representetions 
were  made  to  me,  on  the  part  of  the  chief  officer 
of  that  force,  that  this  proceeding  might  injure 
the  position  of  some  of  the  officers,  and  lose  the 
province  the  service  of  at  least  one  reiy  able  and 
deserving  officer,  possibly  that  of  some  of  the 
others,  and  of  some  of  the  men  composing  the 
force.  It  was  then  donbtful  how  long  the  pro- 
vinces might  continue,  and  any  new  arrangement 
made  wiUi  regaM  to  the  police  might  only  be 
yery  temporary.  Out  of  tenderness,  therefore, 
for  individual  intereste,  I  would  not  interfere 
with  them  to  gain  an  advantage  which  might  be 


so  short-Uved,  and  I  relinquiehed  all  idea  of  tak- 
ing over  the  police,  and  did  not  do  so.  Had  I 
intended  to  use  the  police  force  to  support  any 
views  of  ray  own,  I  should  certainly  have  teken 
it  over.  The  fact  of  my  not  having  done  so  was 
well  known  to  your  Excellency's  Advisers  vrhen 
you  wrote  your  despatoh  of  2lBt  Juno  last. 

"  The  third  charge  is  thus  answered :  I  first 
heard  of  the  suppoMd  intention  of  the  General 
Government  to  use,  uudor  certain  circumstances, 
the  Queen's  vessels  and  marines  against  the 
people  of  New  Zealand,  from  a  supporter  of  the 
GK)vemment,  some  time  before  any  of  the  ciroum- 
stences  alluded  to  in  your  Excellency's  letters.  I 
attached  importance  to  that  stetement  from 
knowing  that  on  a  previous  occasion  the  Govern- 
ment here  had  made  arrangemente  for  doing  thia 
in  the  case  of  trivial  disturbances,  which  they 
were  capable  of  easily  suppressing  by  police  and 
special  constebles,  as  they  in  fact  did. 

"  My  complaint  also  was  not  that  a  rumour  wa^ 
in  circulation  to  the  efiSrat  that  the  Queen's  vesseb 
and  forcible  measures  were  to  be  employed  by  the 
supporters  of  the  Abolition  policy  against  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  here — a  rumour  vrhich  nn- 
doubt«41v  myself  or  any  other  person  might  be 
wrongfully  accused  of  having  originated  —  but 
that  Uie  supporters  of  the  Government  Abolition 
measures  used  threate  that  this  would  be  done. 
Now,  certainly  I  could  not  have  been  the  means 
of  inducing  them  to  use  such  threats,  nor  could 
I  in  any  way  be  responsible  for  their  doing  so. 
Nor  again,  until  your  despatoh  of  21st  June  last 
was  made  public,  did  myself  or  the  public  know 
your  views  on  the  subject.  It  is,  in  my  h^gi^ 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  they  were  not  sooner 
made  public. 

"Threate  of  the  kind  I  allude  to  have  been 
made  by  supporters  of  the  Abolition  measures  of 
the  Government  in  my  presence — sometimes  as 
warnings,  sometimes  in  a  manner  ofieusive  to  me. 
Members  of  the  Assembly,  the  other  day,  in 
their  places  in  Parliament,  testified  to  the  same 
circumstances.  The  public  Press  has  done  it.  I 
do  not  think  this  can  be  denied.  They  produoedj 
I  believe,  important  political  efEecte  at  the  time. 
Now  these  warnings  or  threate  are  generally  dis- 
approved of ;  it  is  easy  to  laugh  at  them,  and 
they  cannot  of  course  be  carried  out ;  but  I  still 
remain  of  opinion  that  they  ought  never  to  have 
been  used. 

"  I  shall  not  at  present  notice  those  pointe 
which  I  think  unconstitutional  or  wrong  in  your 
Excellency's  despatoh  of  the  2lBt  June  last ;  but 
I  trust  that  you  will  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  a  copy  of  this  my  defence  to  the  ohaxges 
you  have  made  against  me. — I  have,  &c., 

*<G.GXB7. 

''Hu  Excellency  the  Gh>vemor." 

His  Honor  Sir  G.  Gbbt  to  Gh>yemor  the  Host 
Hon.  the  Marquis  of  NosMAmsT. 

**  Wellington,  18th  October,  1876. 
«Mt  Lqbd, — Since  I  wrote  your  Bzoelleni^ 
this  morning,  I  have  had  placed  in  my  hands  a 
Dunedin  newspaper,  the  Otago  OuanUem,  date 
the  16th  instant,  Uie  Editor  of  which  makes  the 
following  positiye  personal  statomsnt :— 
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<<  <  The  threat  about  the  maD-of>war  was  started 
bj  the  MiniBterialiste.  The  writer  of  Uiie  has 
heard  it  personalij  from  many  of  them,  inoluding 
Mr.  DargariUe  himself,  and  always  as  a  heotoriog 
threat,  and  long  before  the  date  mentioned  by 
Mr.  DargaTille  as  that  on  which  he  heard  it 
originated,  as  he  says,  by  Sir  George  Grey.' 

**  I  enclose  the  only  copy  of  the  newspaper 
I  haTe.  I  beg  yoor  Exoellenoy  to  do  me  the 
justice  of  transmitting  it,  with  a  copy  of  this 
letter,  to  the  Secretair  of  State.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  Mr.  DargaTille  should  be  telegraphed  to 
and  informed  of  the  statements  now  made. — ^I 
have,  Ac,  *«G.  Gbbt. 

''  His  Excellency  the  GoTemor.'* 

GoTemor  the  Most  Hon.  the  Maxquis  of  Nos- 
M4L1TBY  to  His  Honor  Sir  G.  Gbst. 

"  WeUington,  19th  October,  1876. 

"  Sib, — I  hare  receiyed  your  Honor's  letter  on 
the  subject  of  my  despatch  of  the  21st  of  June,  to 
which  you  take  exception. 

"  2.  You  state  that  the  charges  against  you  are 
three  in  number.  1st.  Tour  conduct  in  impro- 
periy  dictating,  in  yonr  office,  as  Superintendent, 
a  particular  resolution  to  the  Fronnoial  Oouncil 
of  Auckland. 

"  8.  If  your  Honor  will  rsad  my  despatch,  you 
will  find  that  I  make  no  such  charge  against  you. 
I  simoly  state  the  fact,  that  a  resolution  in  &Tonr 
of  a  ohange  in  the  prorincial  system  did  pass  in 
the  ProTinoial  Council  by  a  minority  of  five ;  and 
my  reason  for  doing  so  was  to  show  that  the  feel- 
ing against  abolition  was  not  so  unanimous  as 
your  Honor  seemed  to  suppose ;  and  I  further 
stated  that  that  resolution  was  rescinded  the  next 
day  by  a  minority  of  one,  at  your  Honor's  direct 
instigation  and  dictation ;  and  this  I  gathered  from 
the  reports  of  the  proceedings  at  the  time,  in 
which  I  find  that  Mr.  Beader  Wood  (the  Pro- 
Tinoial Treasursr)  is  reported  to  haTe  said,  during 
the  debate,  that  when  he  asked  your  Tiews  of  min* 
uterial  responsibility  you  replied,  *  WeU,  Wood, 
if  the  Council  think  I  am  in  this  way  going  to  act 
as  a  constitutional  GK>Femor  acts,  who  c&es  no- 
thing without  the  adTice  of  his  Ministers,  I  had 
better  go  back  to  Kawau.'  Shortly  after,  in  the 
same  debate,  Mr.  Sheehan  is  reported  to  haTe  said, 
'He  had  the  authority  of  Sir  George  Grey  for 
saying  that  he  regarded  the  action  taken  on  the 
preTiotts  day  as  most  disastrous,  and  fettered  him 
to  Booh  a  degree  that  it  became  a  question  whe- 
ther it  was  worth  while  carrying  on  any  further. 
Sir  George  Grey  said  he  had  Imt  his  retirement 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  this  question.  The 
people  heard  him.  He  proclaimed  openly  what 
Tiews  he  held.  Besolutions  of  oonfldenoe  were 
passed  in  him.  The  prorinotal  prass  teemed  with 
articles  of  approyal ;  and  yet  the  Council,  which 
he  expected  to  assist  and  aid  him  in  this  matter, 
appeared  determined  to  conrert  him  into  nothing 
more  or  less  than  a  mouthpiece.  He  appealed  to 
honorable  members  not  to  spoil  the  chance  the 
proTinoe  had  of  getting  a  fiur  consideration  of  its 
claims  in  the  General  Assembly.'  If  the  report 
of  the  debate  is  correct — and  I  do  not  suppose  your 
Honor  will  deny  it,  as  it  is  extracted  from  a  paper 
wlw)h  bM  been  laid  befen  f  atUamiDl-I  tlmk 


there  is  quite  sufficient  to  justify  the  statement  I 
made. 

"  4.  As  regards  the  seoond  charge  which  your 
Honor  states  I  made  against  you, '  of  attempting 
to  get  the  oommand  of  the  police  force  to  use  it 
against  the  General  GoTemmnit,'  I  must  again 
Btk  your  Honor  to  read  my  despatch,  and  you 
will  find  that,  from  the  first  word  of  it  to  the  end, 
I  made  no  allusion  whatcTcr  to  the  police,  or  to 
your  Honor  wishing  to  obtain  the  oommand  of  it. 
The  subject  is  only  incidentally  mentioned  by 
Mr.  DarsaTille  in  his  letter,  as  the  oommenoe- 
ment  of  uie  oouTcrsation,  in  which  he  states  that 
^ou  said, '  Yes,  what  is  more,  I  can  easily  belicTe 
it  within  the  range  of  possibility  that  we  mayyet 
sec  a  British  man-of-war  in  that  riyer  (the  Wai- 
temata),  with  her  guns  pointed  towards  the  dtr, 
to  ooeroe  us  into  submission  to  some  intolerable 
measure  of  the  Goyemment  at  Wellington.'  The 
subject  must  have  been  a  matter  of  pretty  general 
oonversation  at  the  time,  as  I  haye  a  distinct  re- 
collection of  its  being  told  to  me  in  Wellington 
soon  after  the  occurrence  had  taken  place,  and 
long  before  Mr.  Dargayille's  information  was  ten- 
dered. 

''6.  As  regards  the  third  ehai^,  I  haye  no 
reason  whatsoeyer  for  supposing  that  Mr.  Darga- 
yille  would  deliberately  inyent  such  a  statement 
as  he  has  placed  in  writing ;  nor  do  I  understand 
your  Honor  to  deny  that  such  a  conyersation  did 
take  place,  although  you  state  that  yon  do  not  re- 
collect it.  Under  these  circumstances,  with  these 
statements  before  me,  I  think  it  was  not  an  un&ir 
inference  for  me  to  draw  that  you  had  yoorself 
been  the  first  to  |pye  currency  to  a  report  similar 
to  the  one  of  which  you  complain  to  the  Score- 
tary  of  State. 

**  6.  Yon  now  state  that  threats  of  the  kind  you 
allude  to  haye  been  made  by  the  supporters  of  the 
Abolition  measures  in  your  presence,  and  I  think 
it  yery  possible  that  many  yery  foolish  remarks 
may  haye  been  made  by  injudicious  adyocates  on 
both  sides  of  the  question.    But  I  haye  yet  to 
learn  that  such  threats  haye  in  any  way  been 
countenanced  by  any  one  in  authority ;  and  your 
Honor  must  further  be  periectly  aware  that  the 
Colonial  GK>yemment  haye  no  authority  whatoyer 
oyer  Her  Majesty's  £orces,  and  that  any  requisi- 
tion to  the  captain  of  a  man-of-war  must  emanate 
from  the  Gh>yemor  himself }  and  therefore,  when 
you  stated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  you  be- 
lieyed  there  were  substantial  grounds  for  fearing 
that  opposition  to  the  Ministiy  might  inyolye  the 
city  of  Auckland  being  cannonaded  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's ships,  you  distinctly  implied  that,  for  the 
j  purpose  of  supporting  the  Goyemment  of  the 
day,  I  should,  in  your  opinion,  be  capable  of  per- 
1  sonally  ordering  the  bombardment  of  a  defence- 
less city,  an  atrocity  which  eyen  in  actual  war 
I  would  disgrace  any  officer  who  committed  it. 
I  This  is  a  graye  charge,  and  one  iriiioh  I  think 
I  required  much  stronger  eyidenoe  than  a  news* 
I  paper  report  or  mere  rumour  to  justify. 

"7.  Tour  Honor  further  complains  that  the 
despatch  wae  not  sooner  laid  before  Parliament  i 
but  you  must  remember  that  the  despatch  waa 
not  one  which  was  yolunteered  by  me.  It  was 
iimply  theeomaaeote  which  I  onnriowiid  ■ 
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to  make  upon  your  letter  to  the  Secretaiy  of  Btato ; 
and  I  think  your  recollection  of  official  corre- 
spondence of  tliat  character  will  remind  joa  that 
it  iB  not  usual,  under  ordinary  ciroumstances,  to 
publish  such  correspondence  before  the  answer 
is  receired.  I  had  hoped  to  have  recelTod  the 
answer  bj  last  mail,  in  which  case  I  should  at 
once  have  laid  it  before  Parliament ;  bat  as  it  did 
not  arrive,  and  your  Honor  asked  for  the  despatch, 
I  thought  it  bettor  to  lay  it  on  the  table  of  the 
House  without  waiting  for  the  answer  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

"  8.  In  compliance  with  your  Honoris  request, 
I  shall  forward  by  outgoing  mail  your  letter,  to- 
gether with  my  answer,  and  also  your  second 
letter,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Oiago  Chtardian  of 
the  16th  instent. — ^I  hare,  &c., 

"  NOBKAVBY. 

"  His  Honor  the  Superintendent  of  Auckland, 
Wellington." 

Sir  Or,  Q-BEY  asked  whether  the  QoTemment 
would  lay  on  the  teble  some  intermediate  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  ask  His 
ExceUenoy  whether  he  would  consent  to  do  so. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

A.  F.  AND  M.  HARDY. 

Captain  MOBBIS  asked  the  Gk>iremment  what 
course  ther  intended  to  pursue  in  regard  to  the 
petition  of  A.  F.  and  M.  Hardy? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Qovemment  were 
in  communication  with  the  claimants,  and  would 
be  willing  to  make  an  arrangement  with  them  on 
such  terms  as  these :  that  they  should  a^ree  to  give 
a  receipt  in  full  of  all  demands,  on  condition  of  ro- 
oeiving  half  the  block  of  land  which  they  claimed, 
and  that  they  should  have  the  right  to  remove  all 
fences  and  other  improvemente  which  they  might 
have  on  the  land.  He  understood  that  there  was 
a  third  sister  entitled  to  claim  jointly,  and  what- 
erer  arrangement  might  be  come  to  must  be  token 
to  include  any  claim  that  she  might  have  to  the 
land. 

A.  STITT. 

The  House  went  into  Committee. 

Mr.  CURTIS  moved.  That  an  addnss  be  pre- 
sented to  His  Excoellency  the  Gk>vemor,  praying 
that  he  will  cause  to  be  placed  upon  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  the  sunr  of  £800,  in  ordfer  to 
carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  conteined  in  their  report  upon 
the  petition  of  Alexander  Stitt 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  apree  to  the  Pnbhc  Petition  Commit- 
tee's report  in  this  case.  He  would  rive  several 
reasons  why  it  should  not  do  so.  £i  the  first 
place,  he  considered  that  the  daim  came  within 
the  limits  of  the  reference  which  under  the  tenns 
of  contract  would  determine  cases  of  the  kind. 
They  might  be  inclined  to  be  lenient  in  cases 
where  contractors  had  sustained  a  loss  of  the 
kind,  but  to  do  so  now  would  be  to  esteblish  a 
most  dangerous  precedent,  and  one  the  effect  of 
which  oould  not  be  realized  by  members  of  the 
House.  The  facte  of  the  case  were  these :  A  road 
on  the  West  Coast  was  advertised  to  be  tendered 
fQr  in  lour  sections.   Mr.  Stitt  tendered,  and  was 


the  successful  tenderer  for  all  four.  He  took  up 
two  of  them,  and,  on  looking  into  the  matter  and 
finding  that  his  calculations  had  led  him  astray, 
he  declined  to  take  up  the  other  two,  and  for- 
feited his  deposite.  Upon  this,  fresh  tenders 
were  called  for  those  two  sections,  and  that  of 
a  Mr.  Holgate  was  accepted;  but  the  tender 
of  Mr.  H(3gato  was  £800  in  excess  of  Mr. 
Stitt's  original  tender.    After  a  time  Mr.  Hd- 

Sto  appli^  to  liave  the  contracts  transferred  to 
r.  Stitt,  and  no  objection  was  offered,  as  it  waa 
thought  better  to  have  all  the  contracts  in  the 
han£  of  one  man.  It  was  true  that  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  slip  took  place  on  these  two 
sections,  but  there  was  this  important  point  to 
be  considered:  that  the  original  tender  of  Mr. 
Stitt  for  one  of  these  sections  was  £1,300,  but  it 
was  transferred  to  him  at  £1,640;  and  the  original 
tender  for  the  other  was  £889,  the  price  agreed 
to  be  paid  upon  the  transfer  bemg  £1,280. 
Inhere  was  no  doubt  that  the  slips  on  the  road 
gave  a  good  deal  of  trouble ;  but  in  every  case 
the  contractor  was  bound  by  the  terms  of  his 
agreement  to  hand  over  the  road  in  good  order 
and  condition  upon  the  expiry  of  his  contract. 
Mr.  Stitt  petitioned  the  House  last  year,  when 
his  petition  was  referred  to  the  Public  Works 
Committee,  which  was  a  very  strong  Committee, 
being  composed  of  all  the  Superintendente  and 
four  or  five  other  members.  They  reported  that 
they  had  examined  the  petitioner,  and,  inasmuch 
as  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
would  be  ostoblishing  an  objectionable  precedent, 
the  Committee  could  not  recommend  any  allow- 
ance being  made  to  the  contractor.  As  the 
House  was  aware,  Mr.  Stitt  had  petitioned  again, 
and  the  Petitions  Committee  had  recommended 
that  he  should  receive  £800.  As  fitr  as  he  oould 
judge— he  was  unable  to  be  present  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Committee — ^they  based  their  recom- 
mendation on  the  report  of  the  District  Engineer, 
who  inquired  into  the  matter  by  direction  of  the 
£ngineer-in-Chief,  who  was  on  the  spot.  The 
District  Engineer  sent  in  a  long  report,  in  which 
he  steted  that,  during  the  progress  of  the  works, 
he  informed  the  contractor  thkt  clause  6  of  the 
General  Conditions  barred  him  from  making  any 
claim  ;  but  as  he  understood  from  the  Engineer- 
in-Chief  that  in  extraordinary  cases  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  strictly  enforce  that  clause,  he 
had  forwarded  the  claim  with  favourable  com- 
ment. He  oonsidered  that  the  damage  done  by 
the  slips  had  put  the  contractor  to  an  expense  of 
£800 ;  and  if  the  Government  were  prepared  to 
ralax  the  torms  of  the  contract,  he  would  recom- 
mend the  payment  of  that  amount.  That  waa 
the  point :  "if  the  €k>vernment  were  prepared 
to  relax  the  terms  of  the  contract."  He  oon- 
sidered that  the  Government  would  not  be 
justified  in  relaxing  the  oonditions  of  this  oon« 
tract  any  more  than  they  would  be  justified  in 
doing  so  in  all  other  cases.  He  would  not  be  in 
a  position  to  refuse  the  same  liberality  to  evexj 
contractor  who  might  meet  with  the  same  sort  of 
disaster.  It  was  exceedingly  unfortunate  that 
the  House  should  be  placed  in  the  position  it  was 
now  in,  and  he  hoped  that  in  future  sessions  oon- 
tnotora  would  be  prevented  from  laying  peti- 
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tions  of  thia  sort  before  the  Pablio  PetitionB 
Committee  until  thej  had  exhausted  all  the  other 
means  of  seeking  redress  which  were  open  to 
them.  He  trusted  the  Committee  would  not 
pass  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CURTIS  said  the  Minister  for  PubUo 
Works  had  based  his  opposition  to  aooeding 
to  the  reconmiendation  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  upon  the  danger  which  would  arise 
from  relaxing  the  terms  of  contracts;  but  he 
thought  he  eould  oouTinoe  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  it  was  not  bj  anj  means  unusuiU  for 
the  OoTemment  to  relax  the  terms  of  a  contract. 
He  thought  there  were  many  instances  where 
in  exceptional  cases  additional  time  had  been 
given.  The  honorable  gentleman  would  not  dis- 
imte  that  be  had  on  many  occasions  given  extra 
time.  That  was  relaxing  the  terms  of  a  contract 
in  a  most  important  particular ;  but  of  course  it 
did  not  follow  that  erery  contractor  was  to  haye 
extra  time  giTen  to  him.  It  was  only  a  relaxa- 
tion made  under  special  and  exceptional  circum- 
stances s  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  was  a 
case  of  the  kind.  Of  course  contractors  must  as 
a  rule  bear  the  consequences  of  accident ;  but, 
neTertheless,  there  were  cases  of  extraordinary 
accident,  such  as  the  great  slip  that  happened  on 
Mr.  Stitt's  contract,  which  put  him  to  an  ex- 
pense of  £1,660.  The  Committee  recommended 
that  exactly  half  the  sum  necessary  to  repair  the 
damage  should  be  paid  to  Mr.  SUtt.  The  peti- 
tioner laid  his  claim  before  the  Engineer-in- 
Chief  when  that  gentleman  was  at  Wes^ort,  and 
he  agreed  that  it  was  a  matter  which  the  Gbyem- 
ment  should  take  into  consideration,  with  a  view 
to  granting  compensation.  The  Engineer-in- 
Chtef  statMl  now  that  he  did  not  go  so  fiir 
as  that,  but  that  he  said  merely  that  it  was 
a  matter  which  might  be  represented  to  the  GK>- 
Temment  for  their  consideration.  HoweTcr,  he 
took  this  step  :  He  instructed  the  District  Engi- 
neer to  examine  the  ground,  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  damage  done,  and  the  cost  of  repair- 
ing it,  and  also  to  state  what  he  thought  the  peti- 
tioner was  entitled  to.  The  District  Engineer 
fulfilled  these  instructions,  and  recommended 
that,  under  all  the  droumstances,  the  contractor 
should  be  paid  a  sum  of  £800.  The  Petitions 
Committee  carefully  inquired  into  the  whole 
matter,  and,  considering  the  recommendation 
made  by  the  Engineer,  they  thought  that  the 
petitioner  had  been  somewhat  hardly  used.  The 
Government's  own  officer  admitted  that  the  peti- 
tioner should  reeeiTe  £800.  That  officer  was  not 
at  all  likely  to  make  such  a  recommendation  as 
that  in  any  ordinary  case.  The  House  might  be 
quite  sure  that  the  circumstances  were  as  the 
petitioner  represented  them — that  his  case  was 
of  an  exceptional  character,  and  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary category  of  breaches  of  contract.  It  arose 
out  of  a  casualty  which,  as  the  District  Engineer 
had  stated,  the  contractor  could  not  possibly 
have  foreseen.  If  the  Committee  were  to  be 
debarred  by  strict  rules  from  inquiring  into  cases 
where  a  great  injury  had  been  inflicted,  what  was 
the  use  of  haring  a  Public  Petitions  Committee 
at  all  P  and  what  was  the  use  of  the  House  re- 
oetring  suoh  petitions  F    It  appeared  to  him  that 


it  was  exactly  to  meet  cases  of  this  kind  that  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  had  been  established. 
It  should  be  recollected  that  the  contractor  would 
be  without  any  legal  remedy  if  the  Committee  did 
not  entertain  his  case.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  special  function  of  that  Committee  to  redress 
grievanoes  of  this  kind.  If  they  were  to  adhere 
to  strict  regulations  and  set  aside  the  recommend- 
ations of  the  Committee  altogether,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  Committee  need  not  take  the  trouble 
of  sitting  at  all.  The  Committee  came  to  their 
decision  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case. 
The  petitioner  was  not  examined  ;  they  took  the 
statements  contained  in  his  petition,  and  they 
relied  on  the  eridenoe  of  the  officers  of  the  GK>- 
▼ernment  and  the  official  correspondence  that  had 
taken  place.  On  that  eridence  alone,  without  any 
statement  made  br  the  petitioner,  or  any  state- 
ment on  his  behalf  fhrther  than  was  contained  in 
the  petition,  the  Committee  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion to  recommend  the  payment  of  £800,  being 
half  the  amount  which  the  petitioner  had  ex- 
pended in  repairing  the  damage  done  by  this 
slip.  It  did  appear  to  him  (Mr.  Curtis)  that 
under  such  droumstances  the  Ghoyemment  should 
giye  way  a  little  in  these  matters.  They  were 
quite  right  to  do  their  best  to  guard  the  pubUo 

gurse,  especially  against  serious  claims.  The 
onorable  gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  other 
contractors  would  make  claims  of  the  same  kind. 
That  was  not  at  all  likely ;  but  if  that  should  be 
the  case,  they  might  depend  on  the  Committee 
that  they  would  not  entertain  such  claims,  and 
would  only  recommend  a  deviation  from  the  cus- 
tomary rule  in  suoh  cases  as  this,  in  which  there 
were  some  special  circumstances  to  justify  the  de- 
viation. Without  taking  up  the  time  of  the  Housq 
any  longer,  he  hoped  the  House  would  indorse 
the  reoommendation  of  the  Committee  for  the 
payment  of  the  sum  of  £800  to  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  had  omitted  to  state  that 
tenders  were  called  for  the  work  on  the  two 
sections.  For  one  section,  the  amount  of  the 
tender  accepted  was  £1,540  ;  the  next  tender  was 
£1,702,  and  the  third  was  £1,749.  For  the  other 
section,  the  tender  accepted  was  £1,280,  the 
second  tender  wae  £1,842,  and  the  third  £1,899. 
He  thought  that  was  another  strong  nound  whj 
they  should  not  make  such  a  large  ulowance,  if 
any  at  all,  to  the  applicant  in  this  case. 

Mr.  BURNS  must  say  he  was  surprised  at  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson 
City.  That  honorable  gentleman,  as  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Province  of  Nelson,  had  no  doubt 
claims  sent  to  him  from  contractors  of  all  kinds  | 
and  he  would  like  to  know  whether  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  taken  the  same  course  with  refer- 
ence to  them  as  he  now  asked  the  Committee  to 
take  in  regard  to  this  matter.  While  it  would 
be  very  wrong  to  prevent  any  claimant  coming 
before  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  and  to  do 
so  would  be  unjust,  yet  the  Petitions  Committee 
had  a  duty  to  perform  in  matters  of  this  kind. 
They  all  knew  tnat  it  was  one  of  the  most  difficult 
things  to  deal  with  contractors.  Ho  had  himself 
some  little  experience  of  such  matters,  and  knew 
very  well  what  that  difficulty  was.  It  would 
have  been  well  if  the  Petitions  Committee  had 
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asked  the  petitioner  if  he  had  gone  thioagh  all 
the  proper  stages  with  his  ease  before  coming  to 
the  Committee — if  he  had  exhausted  the  terms 
of  his  eon  tract,  and  taken  all  the  necessary  and 
prescribed  steps  to  get  a  proper  remedy  before  going 
to  the  Petitions  Committee.  If  some  snoh  action 
as  that  were  taken  by  the  Committee  in  ereiy  case, 
it  woiUd  save  the  time  of  this  House  rery  greatly 
indeed.  He  thought,  in  oases  of  this  kind,  it  was 
generally  the  safest  coarse  to  adopt  to  follow  the 
recommendation  of  the  Ghoremment.  If  a  wrong 
had  been  done  in  this  oase,  the  petitioner  had  his 
remedy  outside  of  this  House;  and  the  House 
would  do  well  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of 
the  Minister  for  Pubhe  Works^  He  would  Tote 
against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SWANSON  thoufi^t,  when  the  honomble 
member  for  Boslyn  heiurd  all  the  facts  of  the 
case,  he  would  Tote  the  other  way.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  said  that  if  the  petitioner  had 
exhausted  the  remedy  he  had  before  coming  be- 
^  fore  the  Petitions  Committee,  and  had  fail^,  he 
*  would  be  justified  in.  coming  to  tibe  House  for 
redress;  and  obserred  that  the  petitioner  had 
fiuled  to  do  so.  Now  the  petitioner  had  done 
ererything  that  he  could.  He  had  no  legal 
remedy  according  to  the  terms  of  his  contracts 
He  applied  to  the  Engineer-in-Chief  and  to  the 
Ooyernment,  and  did  CTenrthing  he  could  before 
petitioning  this  House.  It  seemed  to  him  (IdEr. 
Bwanson)  that  the  slope  or  batter  on  the  side  of 
the  road  was  too  small,  being  only  three  inches  to 
the  foot,  and  the  ooourrenoe  of  the  slip  was  simplT 
a  mere  matter  of  time.  It  was  ineritable ;  ana  if 
it  had  taken  place  a  few  days  later,  the  Gorem- 
ment  would  haTC  been  put  to  the  expense  of  the 
whole  £1,600.  The  contractor  was  not  bound  to 
maintain  the  road.  The  first  heary  shower  of 
rain  would  hare  caused  the  slip,  and  the  expense 
of  repairing  the  damage  would  haTc  had  to  be 
met  by  the  Government.  Considering  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  ofBcers  of  the  Goremment, 
the  Committee  thought  the  justice  of  the  case 
would  be  met  by  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 
£800. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  the  first  objection  made 
against  this  daim  was  that  the  person  tender- 
ing threw  up  his  contract,  and  that  it  was 
subsequently  assigned  to  the  petitioner  on  better 
terms.  With  regard  to  that  objection,  the  con- 
tractor forfeited  his  deposit,  and  was  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  any  other  person.  When 
the  Qt>Ternment  called  fcr  tenders,  and  asked 
for  a  deposit,  it  was  admitted  that  they  estimated 
the  forfeiture  of  that  deposit  as  a  proper  com- 
pensation for  any  breach  in  the  imfllment  of 
the  contract.  By  their  own  admission — because 
the  GoTcmment  thought  the  contract  ought  to 
be  in  the  hands  of  one  person — ^they  allowed  the 
contract  to  go  to  Stitt ;  but  that  was  no  reason 
for  refusing  the  petitioner  compensation  now. 
Then  they  were   told  that  it  would   be  a  bad 

Srecedent.  Well,  the  honorable  member  for 
Felson  City  had  answered  that  part  of  the  argu- 
ment. He  (Mr.  Button)  did  not  care  if  it  was 
a  bad  precedent:  if  a  nerson  had  suffered  a 
poss  wrong,  and  came  before  that  House  to  have 
it  rectified,  they  ahoald  not  consider  whether 


other  persons  would  do  the  same  thing.  If  a 
person  had  suffered  a  material  wrong,  that  ought 
to  be  redressed ;  although  this  Honse  had  nerer 
before  established  a  precedent,  they  would  be 
justified  in  making  a  precedent  for  the  occasion. 
Then  it  was  said  that  the  petitioner  should 
hare  exhausted  his  remedies  before  coming  to  this 
House.  What  was  his  remedy?  His  remedy 
was  to  appeal  to  the  Bnf^eer'in-Chief.  There 
was  a  dause  in  the  contract  which  took  away  all 
Icf^  remedy.  There  could  be  nothing  in  the 
shape  of  law.  He  could  not  imagine  how  con- 
traotors  could  be  found  foolish  enough  to  throw 
themaelTes  into  the  arms  of  GbYemment  oflloera 
as  they  did.  There  were  danses  in  these  contracts 
which  took  away  all  jurisdiction  from  the  ordiaaiy 
Courts.  Those  clauses  prorided  over  and  oTvr 
again  that,  if  any  dispute  should  arise^  the  Engi* 
neer-in-Chief  should  be  the  sole  arbitrator. 
What  was  done  in  this  case?  The  Bngineer- 
in-Chief  was  appealed  to,  but  he  did  not  care  to 
make  any  recommendation  i  he  did  not  care  to 
iuTestigate  the  matter  himself,  but  he  promised 
to  bring  it  under  the  notice  of  the  GKiTemmeot. 
He  did  not  render  himself  active  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  matter  in  which  he  was  the  sola 
arbiter.  He  left  the  petitioner  with  the  impres- 
sion that  he  was  faTOurable  to  his  getting  some 
compensation,  but  he  did  not  adjudicate  the  case 
himself.  He  did  what  was  equiTalent  to  that: 
he  delegated  the  matter  to  the  jDistriot  Engineer. 
He  did  not  go  into  the  matter,  but  he  made  a 
somewhat  vague  promise.  He  left  the  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  District  Engineer,  who  was  not 
the  kind  of  man  to  make  a  recommendation  for 
the  payment  of  money  unless  he  thought  there 
was  ^ood  ground  for  it.  He  (Mr.  Button)  thought 
it  might  be  laid  down  as  a  broad  proposition  that 
no  Goremment  officer  was  at  all  inclined  to 
adrocate  the  payment  of  money  over  and  above 
the  contract  when  his  own  department  was 
concerned  in  the  matter.  The  House  might  be 
satisfied  that  the  District  Engineer  would  not, 
except  under  the  most  extraordinaiy  circum- 
stances, recommend  or  suggest  the  payment  of 
any  sum  over  and  above  S»  contract  price,  be- 
cause it  was  to  his  interest  to  get  the  work  done 
at  the  veiT  lowest  sum  he  could.  It  was  a 
feather  in  his  cap  to  have  the  lowest  amount  of 
money  possible  expended.  It  appeared  that  this 
particular  part  of  the  work  was  ready  to  be  given 
up,  but  the  party  to  take  cbarM  of  it  could  not 
be  induced,  when  the  work  was  finished,  to  take  it 
over  at  once.  Some  little  time  elapsed,  and  the 
nature  of  the  road  and  the  slope,  or  batter,  was 
quite  sufficient  to  do  all  this  damage.  He  under- 
stood the  case,  having  heard  of  it  for  some  time, 
for  complaints  were  made  in  connection  with  it 
some  twelve  months  ago.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  was  just  one  of  those  cases  in  which  a 
man  might  fairly  come  before  the  House  and  ask 
for  some  consideration.  Supposing  any  member 
of  the  House  had  contractea  to  liave  some  work 
done,  and  saw  that  the  contractor  had  met  with 
unusual  difficulties,  but  had  completed  the  con- 
tract, would  he,  if  it  were  in  his  power  to  sup- 
plement the  contract  price,  refuse  to  do  so  ?  He 
did  not  think  thne  was  any  one  amongst  them 
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who  would  refuse,  and  tlie  House  should  not  be 
Mij  more  hard-hearted  in  regard  to  this  contractor 
than  pmate  individuals  would  be,  more  partica- 
larljr  when  such  a  claim  as  this  was  reoommended 
hj  the  person  who  was  interested  in  keeping 
the  cost  of  the  contract  as  low  as  he  possibly 
could. 

Mr.  WASON  understood  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hokitika  to  state  that  this  contractor  had 
finished  his  work  on  a  certain  day,  and  had  ap- 
plied to  the  Engineer  to  pass  it,  but  for  some 
reason  or  another  he  could  not  come  to  pass  it, 
and  that  in  consequence  of  the  officer  not  liaying 
turned  up,  the  work  was  injured  bj  a  very  large 
landslip.  He  would  like  to  know  from  the 
honoraole  member  for  Nelson  City,  or  from  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  whether  that  was 
absolutely  the  case  or  not,  because  it  was  a  most 
important  point.  The  honorable  member  for 
Hokitika  had  put  that  point  yery  clearly;  but 
without  for  one  moment  doubting  that  honor- 
able gentleman,  he  would  like  to  reoeiye  a  certain 
amount  of  information. 

Mr.  CtTBTIS  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Hokitika  was  not  strictly  correct.  It  was  per- 
fectly true  that  the  portion  of  the  work  where 
the  slip  occurred  was  completed,  and  the  con- 
tractor applied  to  the  Engineer  to  take  it  over, 
bat  that  officer  refused  to  take  it  over  until  the 
whole  seotion  was  completed,  which  was  quite 
in  the  terms  of  the  contract.  The  petitioner 
thought  it  rather  hard,  as  he  had  completed  that 
portion  of  the  work,  it  should  not  be  taken  oyer ; 
but  Uiere  was  no  delay  in  taking  over  the  work 
beyond  the  delay  the  contract  provided  for.  The 
section  waa  not  completed,  although  that  part 
where  the  slip  took  tmco  was  completed. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— He  had  applied  to  haye  the 
woric  taken  oyer,  and  the  Engmeer  had  not  done 
so. 

Mr.  WOOLOOCE  sympathized  with  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  indorsed  all 
he  said  upon  the  subject,  because  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly inconyenieut  if  the  department  were  to 
aooede  to  all  the  okims  that  were  made  by  con- 
tractors; but  there  are  exceptional  cases;  and 
while  it  may  be  the  duty  of  the  department  to 
act  with  a  cratain  amount  of  severity  in  inforcing 
the  terms  of  contracts,  yet  there  would  occa- 
iiooally  arise  circumstances  of  a  highly  excep- 
tional oharaoter  which,  in  all  honesty  and  fairness 
to  a  contractor,  deseryed  special  consideration. 
This  was  a  special  case,  and  that  it  deserved 
■pecial  consideration,  had  been  admitted  by  the 
Engineer  cm  the  ground,  by  honorable  members, 
by  the  Public  Petitions  Uommittee,  and  many 
disinterested  persons  who  had  inquired  into  the 
matter.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  throw 
no  obstacle  in  the  way,  and  that  the  Committee 
would  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee. 

Mr.  BUENS  could  not  understand  any  ex- 
ceptional cases  in  contracting.  To  make  excep- 
tional cases  would  be  an  injustice  to  unsuccessml 
tenderers,  and  the  only  fitir  thing  in  the  case  of 
contracts  was  to  grant  extenaiou  of  time.  It 
would  bo  unfair  to  the  unsuccessful  contractors  to 
giye  this  man  more  money,  for  that  would  mnko 


the  cost  of  the  contract  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  next  lowest  tender.  Erom  all  he  had  yet 
heard,  he  did  not  think  the  petitioner  had  tbe 
shadow  of  a  claim  to  a  sinslo  shilling. 

Mr.  BRANDON  said  Uke  Gkvemment  ought 
to  be  very  careful  about  theee  matters,  because  a 
great  many  people  tendered  for  contracts  at  a 
very  low  rate  without  haying  the  means  to  carry 
them  out ;  but  there  were  exoeptional  oases.  In 
this  instance  he  would  ask,  who  was  in  fault  P  If 
tlie  engineer  was  at  fault  in  his  specifioations, 
although  the  contractor  was  legally  liable,  and 
he  miglit  say  morally  liable,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
undertaken  the  risk  of  all  the  calculations,  they 
should  ask,  who  had  got  the  benefit — the  contract 
tors  or  the  contracted  P  It  was  not  denied  in  this 
case  Uiat  the  contractor  had  performed  his  work, 
and  they  might  assume  that  he  was  an  honest 
contractor,  who  had  imdertaken  to  do  the  work 
at  a  fair  price,  and  had  not  committed  an  injus- 
tice to  other  contractom  by  underbidding  t£em 
for  the  work;  and  whoso  £ault  waa  it  tlubtthia  . 
expense  was  incurred  P — was  it  the  fault  of  the  ' 
engineer,  or  the  contractor's  own  fault  ?  It 
appeared  that,  although  the  contractor  might 
possibly  have  taken  a  fittle  more  care  by  inquir- 
ing into  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  judging 
whether  the  batter  was  sufficient  or  not,  the 
engineer  had  stated  that  a  certain  batter  would 
be  sufficient ;  and  there  were  faults  on  both  sides. 
The  Government  having  got  the  benefit  of  the 
£1,600,  he  thought  it  only  fair  that  the  oontno* 
tor  shouldget  the  benefit  of  half  of  it. 

Mr.  WHITAEEB  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  mistaken  in  saying  the  Goyamment 
got  the  benefit  of  £1,600.  They  had  got  no 
benefit  at  alL  They  had  got  the  road  made 
according  to  contract  and  nothing  more.  Ha 
would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  amount  of  the  contract.  When  tenders 
were  first  sent  in,  that  of  Mr.  Stitt  was  the 
lowest  by  a  considerable  amount ;  but  he  did  not 
take  up  the  contract,  and  forfeited  his  deposit  of 
£20.  Other  tenders  which  were  then  caUed  for 
were  from  £700  to  £800  more  than  the  first  ten* 
der  sent  in  by  Mr.  Stitt.  The  contract  was  af ter» 
wards  transferred  to  him,  who  could  not  tender 
the  second  time  in  his  own  name,  but  who  no  doubt 
tendered  in  the  name  of  the  successful  tenderer. 
It  iras  true  that  the  Government  consented  to  the 
transfer  of  the  contract,  because  it  was  desirable 
that  the  four  sections  sliould  be  in  tbe  hands  of 
one  person.  There  was  a  rery  important  oon- 
sideration  for  honorable  members  to  take  into 
their  minds.  This  was  only  one  of  a  great 
number  of  contracts  which  were  going  on  all 
over  the  country,  and  he  foiled  to  see  that  there 
was  anything  special  in  this  case ;  any  special 
claim.  There  was  none.  The  <mly  thing  in 
which  this  case  differed  from  many  others  was  that 
there  had  been  a  larger  landslip  than  usually  took 
place,  and  the  contractor  had  suffered  rather  mom 
than  contractors  usually  did.  It  was  said  that 
in  this  case  the  batter  waa  too  sharp,  and  there- 
fore the  engineer  was  in  fault.  That  might  or 
might  not  be  the  ease,  but  it  was  the  contrac- 
tors business  to  look  into  that  and  make  the  ne- 
cessary calculations.    He  desired  to  ask  this :    If 
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tk^  enterteined  this  dium,  thej  would  hare  all 
the  ooDtraotors  in  the  oonntir  coming  forward 
with  olaimi  for  oompensation  lor  loeses  suffered ; 
and  where  would  it  end  ?  Eyery  man  who  lost 
bj  a  oontraot  had  just  as  much  claim  upon  the 
GoTemment  as  Mr.  Stitt  had.    There  is  another 

r'  it' to  which  the  attention  of  the  House  should 
directed.  This  matter  had  been  carefullj 
considered  by  the  Public  Works  and  Immigration 
Committee  last  session,  who  reported  as  follows : — 

"The  Committee  on  Immigration  and  Public 
Works,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Stitt,  contractor,  of  Westport,  ha?e  the 
honor  to  report  that  they  have  examined  the 
petition,  and,  inasmuch  as  compliance  with  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  would  be  establishing  an 
objectionable  precedent,  the  Committee  cannot 
recommend  any  allowance  being  made  to  the 
contractor." 

If  the  House  was  to  consider  matters  which  had 
once  been  decided,  a  petitioner  would  only  hare 
to  come  to  the  House  time  after  time  and  take 
his  chance  upon  every  occasion,  and  he  would 
probably  get  something  at  last.  When  a  matter 
had  been  decided,  it  was  a  most  unreasonable 
thing  to  entertain  it  again,  unless  under  new 
circumstances,  and  if  any  new  facts  had  come  to 
light  ]  but  nothing  of  the  kind  was  alleged  in 
this  case.  He  belicTed,  if  the  House  granted  the 
daim,  it  would  be  inundated  with  petitions  from 
contractors.  The  honorable  member  for  Hoki- 
t^  said  that,  if  there  was  no  precedent  for  giving 
a  person  oompensation  where  a  wrong  was  suf 
fend,  a  preoMlent  should  be  established.  He 
would  like  to  know  where  the  wrong  was  done  in 
this  case  P  If  it  was  shown  that  the  Gk>Temment, 
by  any  action  of  theirs,  had  committed  a  wrong, 
he  could  understand  the  contractor  coming  to  the 
House  with  a  petition  ;  but  this  case  was  similar 
to  that  of  hundreds  of  other  contractors,  and  he 
saw  no  reason  whaterer  for  withdrawing  it  from 
the  category  of  other  contracts.  He  was  sure  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  admit  that  the  Go- 
Temment had  done  no  wrong  in  this  case,  but  that 
the  accident  occurred  either  through  the  fault  or 
mistake  of  the  contractor  himself,  or  through  mis- 
fortune. In  all  these  contracts  there  was  a  provi- 
sion that  the  contractors  should  appeal  to  the  £ngi- 
neer-in-Chief,  who  should  inquire  into  the  case  and 

S've  a  decision  upon  it ;  but  in  the  present  case, 
lat  provision  had  not  been  attendea  to.  What 
was  the  use  of  making  contracts  at  aU  if  the 
remedies  provided  by  the  contracts  were  set  aside, 
and  the  contractors  came  to  this  House  for  re- 
dress P  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  said  that 
work  ought  to  have  been  taken  over.  But  the 
work  had  not  been  completed ;  only  part  of  the 
contract  had  been  finished,  and  the  contractor 
wanted  to  have  that  part  taken  over.  The  con- 
tract only  provided  that  the  work  should  be  taken 
over  when  it  was  completed ;  therefore  there  was 
no  default  on  the  part  of  the  Engineer  in  not  tak- 
ing it  over  piecemeal.  In  point  of  fact  he  would 
have  done  wrong  if  he  had  taken  it  over  before 
this  accident  occurred.  The  honorable  member 
for  QtT9j  YaUey  said  this  was  a  special  case. 
There  was  no  speciality  in  the  case,  except  that 
the  loss  SQstained  had  been  greater  thui  was  usual 


under  contracts ;  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  as  a 
matter  of  principle  it  differed  not  a  bit  fronx 
what  had  happened  in  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty 
other  cases.  If,  therefore,  the  House  entertained 
this  claim,  it  would  have  to  do  the  same  in  a 
great  many  other  cases.  It  appeared  to  him  thsit 
men  of  this  description  had  no  claim  on  the  Go- 
vernment. With  regard  to  the  batter,  the  con- 
tractor  was  the  judge,  and  no  doubt  he  had  pair 
on  the  £700  or  £800  as  an  extra  in  his  contract, 
to  meet  any  contingency  of  the  kind  that  arose. 
The  contract  may  have  been  taken  at  a  lower 
price  in  the  first  instance,  not  expecting  that  such 
a  dijfBculty  would  arise,  and  then  may  have  been 
taken  afterwards  by  this  contractor  at  a  higher 
price  in  another  man's  name,  because  he  foresair 
what  was  likely  to  occur.  He  saw  no  reason  whjr 
a  person  who  had  failed  to  make  good  his  case 
before  a  Select  Committee  one  session  should 
come  up  session  after  session  until,  by  wearying 
out  the  patience  of  the  House,  he  obtained  what 
he  wanted.  The  Committee  of  last  session  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent 
to  give  the  compensation  asked  for  in  this  case, 
and  the  decision  of  that  Committee  ought  to  be 
adhered  to. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said,  with  regard  to  the  remark 
of  the  honorable  member  that  this  case  had  been 
before  the  Committee  last  session,  and  should 
therefore  not  be  dealt  with  again,  that  it  was  well 
known  to  all  honorable  members  how  petitions 
were  dealt  with  by  Select  Committees  unless  sap- 
ported  by  evidence,  or  unless  some  one  specially 
urged  the  claim  before  the  Committee.  The  very 
report  of  tBe  Committee  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikato  read  just  showed  that  this 
case  was  dealt  with  on  the  petition  itself,  and 
without  any  evidence  being  taken.  Honorable 
members  would  therefore  see  that  this  petition 
was  only  in  the  nature  of  a  declaration  in  an 
action ;  and  there  being  no  sufficient  grounds 
alleged,  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  the 
same  as  the  judgment  of  a  Court  on  demurrer, 
when  the  plaintift*  could  commence  again.  In  thia 
case  another  petition  had  been  sent  in,  and  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  of  the  present  session 
had  done  something  more  than  the  Immigration 
and  Public  Works  Committee  of  last  session.  It 
had  taken  the  evidence  of  Gt>vemment  officers, 
and  made  recommendations  accordingly.  He 
understood  that  the  petitioner  had  applied  to  the 
Engineer-in-Chief,  and  was  led  to  believe  that  a 
recommendation  in  his  favour  would  be  made. 
If  the  Engineer-in-Chief  did  not  himself  make 
the  recommendation,  he  did  so  by  deputy. 
Under  these  contracts,  there  was  hardly  any  set 
of  circumstances  that  could  arise  which  would 
give  a  contractor  a  claim  in  a  Court  of  law  except 
the  Engineer-in-Chief  had  been  in  collusion  with 
the  Government.  The  Committee  was  told  that 
in  this  case  the  District  Engineer  would  have 
exceeded  his  duty  if  he  had  taken  over  the  work 
before  the  contract  was  completed.  But  these 
works  wore  let  in  different  sections,  and  he  did 
not  know  that  there  was  any  obligation  on  the 
Engineer  to  wait  until  all  were  completed  before 
taking  over  the  work.  If  a  man  contracted  to 
build  a  house  in  twelve  months,  and  finished  it  ia 
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aiz,  tho  person  for  whom  he  built  it  was  bound  to 
take  it  OTer  if  offered  to  him.  It  was  the  same  in 
the  present  case.  Tliis  contractor  had  done  all  that 
was  required :  he  had  applied  to  the  Engineer- 
in-Chief,  and  had  been  referred  to  the  I>istrict 
Engineer,  who  sent  up  the  recommendation,  and 
tho  House  would  certainlj  be  doing  no  harm  by 
acting  on  that  recommendation. 

Mr.  MURBAY-AYNSLET  said  that  the  hut 
speaker  argued  that  if  a  man  contracted  to  build 
jou  a  house  in  tweWe  months,  and  finished  it  in 
six,  7on  were  bound  to  take  it  oyer;  but  you 
would  not  be  bound  to  take  it  orer  when  he  had 
finished  it.  That  was  just  Uie  position  of  tho 
present  case.  A  part  of  the  work  was  completed, 
and  the  contractor  wanted  to  haye  that  part  taken 
oyer,  perhaps  being  afraid  of  the  damage  that 
afterwards  occurred.  The  Oommittee  must  con- 
eider  the  position  of  the  countnr  if  this  recom- 
mendation were  carried  out,  ana  if  no  attention 
was  paid  to  their  refusal  to  recognise  extra  claims 
for  works  that  were  not  part  of  a  contract.  If 
the  Qoyemment  recognized  such  claims  as  this, 
the  House  would  consider  that  they  had  not 
looked  after  the  interests  of  the  countiy  as  they 
ought  to  hayo  done,  and  there  would  be  all  sorts 
of  claims  brought  up,  which  the  Ch>yemment 
would  then  be  obligea  to  recognise. 

Mr.  BBANDOJH  did  not  think  that  would  bo 
the  case.  This  was  not  a  question  whether  a 
contractor  had  finished  his  work,  but  whether  he 
had  finished  it  according  to  the  specifications. 
If  any  accident  occurred  afterwards,  and  the  con- 
tractor had  completed  his  work  according  to  the 
specifications,  the  fault  would  then  be  upon  the 
Engineer.  Supposing  he  had  completed  his 
work  according  to  the  specifications,  and  it  ap- 
peared afterwards,  and  before  taking  oyer  the 
work,  that  this  batter  was  insufficient  to  stand 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  or  a  yery  heavy 
ninfaU  at  a  particular  time,  surely  tho  Gbvem- 
ment,  haying  obtained  the  benefit  of  the  work, 
should  now  be  yery  glad  to  compromise  the 
loes  by  payina  half  the  cost.  That  appeared  to 
be  the  yiew  of  the  Select  Committee.  They  did 
not  throw  any  blame  upon  the  Ooyemment  for 
withstanding  this  claim,  or  upon  the  contractor 
for  the  damage;  but  what  they  said  was  this: 
that  if  the  contractor  did  his  work  according  to 
specification,  and  the  specification  was  insufficient 
for  safety,  tiien  the  contractor,  haying  incurred 
a  largo  loss,  was  entitled  to  some  compensation. 
The  question  was,  who  had  got  the  benefit  of  the 
work?  and  if  the  work  was  handed  oyer,  who 
would  haye  to  pay  for  clearing  away  any  slip  that 
might  occur?  The  contractor  did  not  contract 
to  maintain  the  road  for  a  single  day  after  it  was 
taken  oyer  by  the  Gbyernment.  Clearly,  then, 
the  Qoyemment  would  be  liable ;  and  it  was  only 
right  they  should  pay  half  if  not  the  whole  cost 
of  this  accident. 

Mr.  JOYCE  would  like  to  ask  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  one  question,  the  answer  to 
which  miffht  influence  tlie  yote  which  he  would 
giye.  A  large  landslip  occurred  during  the  con- 
struction of  the  Mataura  Bailway,  in  which  as 
many  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  loss  was  sus- 
tained as  there  wore  hundreds  of  pounds  inyolyed 


in  the  present  case.  Was  the  contractor  com- 
pelled to  bear  the  loss  entailed  by  that  slip,  or 
was  any  allowance  made  to  him  ? 

Mr.  BICHARDSON  replied  that  the  Ooyem- 
ment were  at  the  loss  in  that  case ;  but  the  con- 
ditions of  the  contract  were  entirely  different  from 
those  of  ordinary  contracts. 

Mr.  BUTTON  asked,  who  had  to  bear  the  ooet 
of  the  yarious  slips  which  had  occurred  on  the 
Brunner  Bailway  ? 

Mr.  BICHARDSON  said  the  cost  was  divided  ; 
but  the  terms  of  that  contract  were  totidly  differ- 
ent from  the  terms  of  the  present  contract.  In 
no  one  case,  as  far  as  he  was  aware,  of  road  con- 
tracts throughout  the  colony,  taken  on  such  terms 
as  the  present,  had  any  allowance  for  slips  of  this 
sort  been  made. 

Mr.  BIOHMOND  asked,  who  had  to  bear  the 
loss  of  the  slips  on  the  Oamara  line  f 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  replied  that  the  condi- 
tions of  the  contract  for  that  line  were  similar 
to  those  of  the  contract  referred  to  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wallaoe.  The  Qoyemment  were 
at  the  expense ;  but  it  was  a  totally  different  case 
from  the  present. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  would  like  to  know  from 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  whether  the  Qo- 
yemment or  the  contractor  would  haye  been 
responsible  if  the  Qrey  Qorge  Bridge  had  broken 
down  a  few  days  before  the  oontraetors  had 
giyenit  up? 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  that  would  haye  de- 
pended on  circumstances.  If  the  bridge  had  not 
been  actually  handed  oyer  to  the  Qoyemment 
the  contractors  would  haye  been  liable. 

Mr.  MONTQOMEBY  thought  that  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  had  giyen  yery  dear  an- 
swers to  the  questions  that  had  been  put  to 
him.  While  he  thought  that  they  should  respect 
the  report  of  the  Select  Committee,  yet  he  be- 
lieyed  that  they  should  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  Qoyemment  when  it  was  acting  on  technical 
information  receiyed  from  its  officers.  He  be- 
lieyed  that  the  Qoyemment  was  acting  on  infor- 
mation which  it  had  obtained  from  the  Engineer- 
in-Chief  in  opposing  this  motion.  He  oonsidered 
that,  while  they  should  pay  all  due  respect  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  the  House  should  re- 
member that  they  were  the  judges  in  tho  matter ; 
and,  on  the  facts  which  had  been  brought  before 
them,  he  belieyed  that  the  money  should  not  be 
paid. 

Mr.  CUBTIS  feared  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa  was  under  a  wrong  impression  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  The  honorable  gentleman 
seemed  to  think  that  the  Qoyemment  should  be 
guided  by  the  report  of  their  Engineer  in  this 
case ;  but  he  apparently  did  not  Imow  that  that 
officer  had  recommended  that  Mr.  Stitt  should 
receiye  the  sum  of  £800.  Therefore,  if  the  Qo- 
yemment were  to  be  guided  by  the  report  of 
their  Engineer,  they  should  pay  the  £800. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  that  was  not  a  fair 
thing  to  say.  The  District  Engineer  of  Westport 
had  merely  acted  on  the  instructions  of  the 
Engineer-in-Chief,  and  had  recommended  that 
under  certain  circumstances  the  sum  of  £800 
should  be  paid.    The  Engineer-in*  Chief,  who  wm 


4m 


Noxious  AnitnaU 


[HOUSE.]  Prohibiiion  Bill.  [Oc*.  lU 


realljr  the  person  who  had  to  deal  with  this 
matter,  had  reported  thai  this  waa  only  an  ordi- 
nary case  of  a  landslipi  and  that  no  compensa- 
tion shoold  be  giren  to  Mr.  Stitt. 

Mr.  BUKNS  said  that  this  was  simply  a  matter 
of  contract,  and  the  oases  which  had  been  men- 
tioned in  the  House  that  night  had  really  no  like- 
ness whatOTOr  to  it.  He  held  that  if  the  House 
Toted  this  money  to  Mr.  Stitt,  it  would  be  doing 
an  injustice  to  the  persons  who  were  the  ansao- 
oessfal  tenderers  for  the  work. 

Mr.  WHITAKSR  said  that  Mr.  Blackett,  the 
Assistant  Enffineer-in-Ohief,  was  the  person  who 
had  sneoial  charge  of  these  works,  and  this  was 
what  he  said  regarding  this  particular  matter : — 

'<  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  veoommending  that 
any  part  of  this  claim  be  paid.  In  all  road-mak- 
ing of  such  character  as  this,  tbe  contractor  mnst 
look  forward  to  sUpa  from  the  hill  as  a  certainty, 
and  mnst  make  allbwanoe  accordingly  in  his  ten- 
der. Also  danse  6  of  the  Conditions  is  perfectly 
plain  and  dear  on  this  head." 

The  District  Bngineer,  Mr.  Dobion,  said  in  his 
report  on  this  case,— 

"The  portion  of  the  road  constmcted  was 
divided  into  four  contracts.  Nos.  1  and  8  Mr. 
Stitt  obtained  by  tender,  and  2  and  4  by  deed  of 
transfer  from  the  accepted  tenderer,  James  Hol- 
gate. 

"The  oontnustor  makes  a  daim  of  £2,421 12s. 
for  cost  of  clearing  slips  and  maintaining  the  road. 
Daring  the  progress  of  the  work,  I  informed 
the  contractor  that  I  oonsidered  danse  6,  (General 
Oonditions,  Form  B.  No.  2,  debarred  him  from 
any  claim ;  but,  as  I  understand  from  you  that 
in  extraordinary  cases  the  GoTcmment  do  not 
BtrictlT  enforce  the  clause,  I  forward  his  letter 
with  nTonrable  comment. 

**  I  have  carefully  examined  the  whole  question, 
and  consider  it  would  be  reasonable  to  aUow  the 
oontraetor  £800,  as  being  the  fair  price  of  work 
executed  which  could  not  possibly  have  been 
foreseen,  and  which  was  enturdy  caused  by  slips 
from  the  hills  destroying  the  road." 

That  was  the  report  which  Mr.  Dobson  made 
when  he  was  instructed  to  estimate  the  cost  of 
the  work  which  Mr.  Stitt  had  done.  He  made 
his  report,  and  it  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Blackett, 
and  what  he  had  read  was  Mr.  Blackett's  com- 
mentary on  that  report.  He  could  not  see  how 
this  could  be  distinguished  from  all  the  other 
claims  that  might  arise  in  consequence  of  other 
misfortunes.  It  was  not  right  that  the  House 
should  be  made  a  Oouxt  of  Appeal  for  all  these 
daims.  There  were  a  number  of  these  contracts 
out  all  OTsr  the  oountry,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
a  oontraetor  who  said  ne  did  not  foresee  certain 
aoddents  should  have  a  daim  on  the  country  for 
compensation  when  these  acddents  occurred  ]  yet, 
if  the  House  passed  this  motion,  he  did  not  see 
how  they  could  refuse  to  consider  the  claims 
of  other  contractors  who  were  placed  in  a  similar 
position.  This  was  an  ordinary  contract,  and 
when  it  was  taken  up  it  was  known  that  certain 
slips  would  probably  occur,  and  he  thought  the 
contractor  onght  to  have  guarded  himself  against 
them. 

Besolntion  negatiTed. 


NOXIOUS  ANIMALS  PROHIBITION  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Clause  3. — ^Prohibition  of  introduction  of  cer- 
tain noxious  animals. ' 

Mr.  ANDBB  W  moTed,  That  the  word  "  weasel  '* 
be  struck  out. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause;"  upon  which 
a  diTision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         88 

Noes         9 


Minority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisner, 
Sir  a.  C^y, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lnmsden, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bees, 


ATM. 

Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehsm, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Bir.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 


Mr.  Fitsroy, 
Mr.  Murray. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Williams. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Wason. 


Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Lamaoh, 
Mr.  Pearoe, 
Mr.  Bichmond, 
The  amendment  was 
Mr.  LABNACH  mored.  That  the'^ 
hundred  "  be  struck  out,  with  the  Tiew  of  insert- 
ing the  word  '*  twenty  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

Question  put,  "  Tluit  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which 
a  diFision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes        34 

Noes         9 
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.Bees, 

.Beid, 

.  Bichardson, 
.  Seaton, 
.  Sheehan, 
,  Swanson, 
.  Taiaroa, 
.  Takamoana, 
.  Tawiti, 
.  Teschemaker, 
.  Thomson, 


Minority  for 

•• 

Ates. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Burns, 

Mr. 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr. 

Sir  a.  Grey, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

TelUrs, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray. 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Carrin^ton, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  HuTsthoaBe, 
Mr.  a.  McLean^ 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Pearoe, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 
TelUrs. 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Wason. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired. 
Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

DEBTOBS  AND  OBEDITOBS  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments made  hy  the  Legislatiye  Oonnoil  in  this 
BiU. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  moved.  That  all  the  amendments 
be  agreed  to,  excepting  those  referring  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  oflScial  assignees ;  and  that  Mr. 
Hunter,  Mr.  Button,  and  Uie  mo?er  be  appointed 
managers  to  draw  up  reasons  for  disagreeing. 

Mr.  ANDBEW  pointed  out  that  these  amend- 
ments came  before  the  House  at  a  Tery  late 
period  of  the  erening,  when  the  House  was  ex- 
ceedingly thin,  and  many  gentlemen  who  took 
a  deep  interest  in  the  BiU  were  absent.  He 
thought  their  adyioe  would  be  Tcry  useful  in  the 
matter ;  and,  in  order  to  give  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  being  present,  he  would  move.  That  the 
amendments  be  considered  on  the  next  sitting 
day.  He  did  not  wish  to  cause  delay ;  but  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  difference  between  that- 
CTcning  and  half-past  (wo  o'clock  the  next  day 
was  very  slight. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  thought  honorable  mem- 
bers knew  pretty  well  what  had  been  done  in  the 
other  House  in  regard  to  this  Bill;  and  they 
knew  the  vnendments  might  be  considered  at 
any  time.  It  would  be  a  pity  to  cause  any 
delay. 

Mr.  BETNOLDS  thought  it  adyisable  that 
some  time  should  be  given  for  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments.  lie  had  known  a  case  in 
which  the  Government  took  one  stand  in  this 
branch  of  the  Legislature  and  another  stand  in 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  in  respect  to 
a  Bill.  Certain  amendments  had  been  made  in 
this  House,  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature had  exactly  reversed  what  this  House  nad 
done.  That  occurred  in  a  very  important  Bill. 
The  amendments  were  agreed  to  in  somewhat  the 
same  manner  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  agree 
to  these,  and  it  was  not  until  months  afterwards 
that  he  found  out  the  effect  of  them. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  hoped  the  honorable  member 
would  withdraw  the  proposal  for  postponing  the 
consideration  of  the  amendments.  He  had  no 
sympathy  with  those  honorable  members  who 
chose  to  leave  the  House  while  there  was  business 
to  be  done.  Any  departure  from  the  business 
as  settled  on  the  Order  Paper  would  be  a  breach' 
of  good  faith;  but  at  this  stage  of  the  session 


members  could  not  tell  when  business  would 
oome  firom  the  other  Chamber.  With  regard 
to  the  amendments  made  by  the  other  House,  he 
thought  that  they  deserved  consideration,  and 
that  the  Minister  of  Justice  would  do  well  to 
accept  them.  He  watched  the  progress  of  the 
Bill  through  the  other  House  very  dosely,  more 
closely  than  he  did  through  this  House;  and 
from  what  ho  could  see,  the  Bill  had  been  very 
much  improved  since  it  left  them.  The  House 
would  do  wisely  to  accept  the  amendments  in 
a  Inmp,  just  as  they  came  from  the  other  Cham- 
ber. There  was  one  matter  he  would  refer  to. 
The  Act  passed  last  year,  which  was  now  practi- 
cally being  repealed,  did  not  work  very  well 
during  the  veoess ;  and  a  number  of  unfortunate 
people,  who  took  what  was  fallaciously  called  the 
"benefit  of  the  Act,"  were  unable  to  get  their 
discharge,  through  defects  in  the  machinery  of 
that  Act.  That  fiict  was  well  known  to  most 
members  of  the  House,  and  he  did  not  think 
there  was  anything  in  the  Bill  before  them  to 
remedy  it. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said,  with  regard  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney, 
that  this  Bill  was  introduced  to  amend  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Act  of  last  year,  which  was  found 
to  have  been  defectively  drafted  in  several  par- 
ticulars— the  one  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  amongst  others.  There  was  a  clause 
m  the  Bill  which  provided  that,  if  so  ordered  by 
the  Court,  the  estates  of  persons  brought  under 
last  yearns  Act  might  be  dealt  with  under  the 
provisions  of  the  new  Act.  But  though  the 
machinery  was  amended,  the  principle  of  last 
year's  Bill  was  adhered  to,  that  creditors  were  to 
manage  bankrupt  estates.  He  intended  to  accept 
all  the  amendments  made  by  the  Upper  House 
except  that  which  related  to  the  appointment  of 
an  official  assignee.  That  amendment  changed 
the  whole  intention  of  the  Bill,  which  would 
never  have  been  drafted  in  the  way  in  which  it 
was  if  it  had  been  intended  that  such  an  appoint- 
ment should  be  made.  He  might  add  that  the 
clause  to  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  Country  District  had  alluded  might 
in  many  instances -be  conducive  to  fraud,  so  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  its  being  struck  out. 

Mr.  MURRAY-AYNSLEY  hoped  the  honor- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  bear 
in  nund  that,  if  the  Bui  were  carried  with  the 
amendment  in  it  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an 
official  assignee,  it  would  be  necessaiy  to  place  a 
sum  on  Uie  supplementary  estimates  for  the 
salary  of  an  official  assignee  at  Christchurch. 
Unless  the  person  who  held  that  appointment 
devoted  the  whole  of  his  attention  to  the  duties 
of  the  office,  it  would  never  give  satisfaction. 

Mr.  BOWEN  sgreed  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Lyttelton,  that  if  there  were  to  be  official 
assignees  at  all,  they  should  be  salaried  officers. 

Mr.  BEES  thought  it  would  be  found  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  the  working  of  the  Debtors 
and  Creditors  Act,  that  there  should  be  an 
official  assignee.  The  duties  of  any  person  who 
took  charge  of  property  in  this  way  at  the 
discretion  of  the  State,  necessitated  that  his  ap- 
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pointment  should  be  made  bj  statate.  He  did 
not-  see  that  any  solid  argumetit  could  be  urged 
against  the  appointment.  He  had  not  argued 
upon  tlie  question  before,  because  he  had  been 
quite  disgusted  with  the  whole  working  of  the 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Act ;  but,  seeing  that  the 
Legislative  Council  had  made  this  amendment, 
he  thouglit  it  would  be  wise  to  agree  to  it.  How- 
ever much  creditors  desired  to  take  the  manage- 
ment of  estates  into  their  own  hands,  it  would 
be  found  that  it  would  be  far  more  likelj  to 
contribute  to  the  benefit  of  both  debtors  and 
creditors  if  there  were  an  official  assignee.  There 
were  always  two  or  three  creditors  who  were 
anxious  to  get  the  management  of  estates  into 
their  own  hands  s  and  unless  there  was  an  official 
assignee  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  whole 
body  of  creditors,  those  interests  were  very  likely 
to  suffer. 

Mr.  G-.  MoLBAK  would  rather  see  the  Bill 
dropped  altogether  than  that  the  amendment 
maae  by  the  Legislatiye  Council,  appointing  an 
official  assignee,  should  be  agreed  to.  Last  ses- 
sion, it  was  determined  that  a  vital  change  in  the 
bankruptcy  law  should  take  place.  The  present 
Bill  was  purely  an  amendment  of  that  law,  and 
it  should  have  a  fair  trial ;  and  then,  if  it  was 
found  that  it  woidd  not  answer,  they  could  revert 
back  to  the  old  system  of  official  assignees.  Let 
the  new  principle  have  a  trial  before  that  was 
done.  Creditors  should  be  allowed  to  manace 
their  own  business.  Let  a  system  of  free  trade 
be  introduced,  and  let  the  creditors  select  men  in 
whom  they  had  confidence  to  manage  the  estates. 
Tbat  was  only  a  reasonable  request,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  aeree  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  MANDEBS  had  been  connected  with  the 
management  of  everv  bankrupt  estate  in  the  dis- 
trict m  which  he  haa  lived  lor  some  years  past, 
and  he  could  say  from  experience  that  the  hang- 
ing up  of  estates  in  the  hands  of  official  assignees 
hiM  caused  a  very  grierous  loss  to  the  great  body 
of  creditors  in  the  up-country  districts.  He 
could  quite  understand  the  arguments  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East  in 
favour  of  appointing  official  assignees  in  the  chief 
centres  of  population ;  but  tha|i  appointment  was 
of  no  adrantage  in  those  country  districts  where 
persons  anxious  to  meet  their  obligations  to  their 
creditors  wished  to  hayo  a  fair  and  speedy  settle- 
ment. The  appointment  of  an  official  assignee 
meant  that  he  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Government,  and  that  he  shoufa  be  stationed  in 
some  centre  of  population.  It  was  of  great  im- 
portance to  persons  in  the  country  districts 
that  they  should  be  able  to  call  their  creditors 
together  and  place  their  estates  without  diffi- 
culty in  the  hands  of  those  creditors.  Under 
the  present  Bill  as  it  passed  the  Lower  House, 
a  bankrupt  could  do  that  by  a  stroke  of  his  pen ; 
but  if  he  had  to  refer  to  the  official  assignee,  who 
would  live  many  miles  away,  the  estate  would 
have  to  be  hung  up  for  a  long  time.  Eyery 
solicitor  practising  in  the  centres  of  population 
knew  how  difficult  it  was  to  manage  insolvent 
estates^ up  country.  Of  course,  he  anticipat<ed 
objections  from  persons  residing  in  the  chief 
towns.     He  did  not  object  to  their  having  official 


asiigneee,  but  there  were  behind  them  those  who 
had  an  interest  in  obtaining  the  best  advantage 
out  of  the  estates,  and  who  would  prefer  to  choose 
those  whom  they  thought  best  fitted  to  manage 
the  estates.  He  would  support  the  views  so  fiurly 
and  impartially  presented  to  the  House  by  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  who  had  fully  considered  thia 
question.  Those  views  were  worthy  of  considera- 
tion and  deference  from  the  House ;  but  he  did 
not  think  the  views  of  legal  gentlemen  who  re- 
sided in  provincial  oentres  were  worthy  of  much 
consideration. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  LegislatiTa 
Council  were  agreed  to  with  the  exoeption  of 
those  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  official 
assignee,  which  were  disagreed  to ;  and  a  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  managers  of  a  Conference 
was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  20th  October,  1876. 

Fint  Besdiogs— Third  Be«ding— OaniAra  Horbonr  Bosrd 
Bill— Moeraki  Harbour  Bowd  Bill— Otago  Harbour 
Board  Bill— Eakanai  Harbour  Board  BiU— Hokitika 
Harbonr  Board  Bill— Dunedin  Drill-shad  Boswre 
Bill— Wellington  Harbonr  Board  BiU— Patea  Harbonr 
Board  Bill  — Lake  Forsyth  Katire  Beserres  Bill— 
Wanganni  Harbonr  Board  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbakxb  took  the  ohair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

PSATZBS. 

FIRST  RBADINaS. 
The  Wellington  Loans  Bill,  the  Koxious  Ani- 
mals Prohibition  Bill,  the  Waitahuna  Athenaeum 
BilL 

THIRD  READINa. 
The  BlnflT  Harbour  Board  Bill. 

OAMARU  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
•  The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  said  he  did  not  intend 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Council  at  great  lensth, 
because  he  thought  honorable  gentlemen  had 
pretty  weU  made  up  their  minds  as  to  which  of 
the  Harbour  Bills  they  intended  to  support  He 
would  only  say  that  it  was  a  matter  for  re^t  to 
himself  and  to  others  who  took  charge  of  this  Bill, 
tbat  it  should  have  been  mixed  up  with  such  a 
large  number  of  other  Bills,  which  had  for  their 
object  the  erection  of  new  works  in  different  parts 
of  the  colony.  This  Bill  asked  the  Council  to 
sanction  the  setting  apart,  as  an  endowment,  of  a 
certain  portion  of  land  in  the  district  of  Oamaru, 
in  order  to  complete  the  harbour  works,  which  had 
up  to  the  present  been  so  successfully  carried  on 
there.  At  the  time  these  works  were  commenced, 
he,  in  common  with  many  others,  did  not  believe 
they  would  be  such  a  success  as  they  proved  to 
be.  There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  all 
those  who  had  visited  the  district  admitted  that 
this  was  a  work,  not  of  local,  but  of  national 
importance.     It   was    the  only   port   between 
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Akaroa  and  T&rt  Chalmeri,  a  distaxioe  of  120 
miles,  in  which  Teasels  could  take  refuge,  and 
it  had  heen  proTed,  since  the  work  hs^  heen 
nnder  construction,  that  they  were  of  a  useful 
character.  He  thought  he  could  not  do  better 
than  quote  from  a  report  made  by  the  Chairman 
of  tlie  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Otago,  in  order  to  show  that  it  was 
really  a  matter  deserring  the  consideration  of 
the  Council.    The  report  stated, — 

"The  grand  result,  howerer,  is  the  growing 
sense  of  security  which  the  success  of  the  board's 
operations  has  produced  throughout  the  commu- 
nity.  Settlement  in  all  its  forms  is  progressing 
with  rapidity.  Land,  hitherto  cheap  enough  to 
admit  of  sheep-farming  on  a  large  scale,  is  be- 
coming too  Tfuuable  to  hold  for  that  purpose. 
Alreac^  large  landowners  hare  subdiTided  and 
sold  their  runs  to  agriculturists,  at  four  times  the 
market  ralne  before  the  success  of  the  breakwater 
was  assured,  and  town  property  has  increased  to 
ten  times  the  value  it  stood  at  six  years  ago. 

"  Since  the  Macandrew  Wharf  was  opened,  in 
May  of  last  year,  188  Tcssels  have  been  berthed 
alongside  the  same,  haying  an  aggregate  tonnage 
of  16,688  tons  register. 

"It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  year 
1869-70,  when  the  works  were  started,  the  regis- 
tered tonnage  of  vessels  visiting  the  port  was 
80,872  tons,  the  number  of  vessels  being  408; 
and  during  the  past  year,  1876-76,  the  vessels 
numbered  762,  with  a  capacity  of  81,016  tons 
register. 

"In  1869,  wool  was  exported  amounting  to 
6,691  bales — ^the  quantity  exported  in  the  year 
ending  March,  1876,  being  11,606  bales. 

"  In  1869-70,  the  popidation  of  the  town  was 
estimated  at  1,600,  the  district  at  4,000 ;  the  esti- 
mated population  of  the  town  this  year  being 
nearly  6,000,  and  of  the  district  over  10,000,  the 
number  of  dwellings  being  now  increased  to  800, 
Azdusive  of  business  places,  stores,  or  public 
buildings. 

"  It  may  be  stated  that  a  very  large  addition  to 
the  trade  of  the  port  has  been  developed  by  the 
bridging  of  the  Waitaki,  seeing  that  from  Oc- 
tober, 1876,  to  March,  1876,  34,000  bushels  of 
grain  have  been  brought  by  the  railway  from  the 
Waimate  district,  besides  971  bales  of  wool,  770 
tons  of  merchandise,  together  with  276,000  feet 
of  timber,  have  been  sent  thither  from  Oamaru 
during  the  same  period.  This  is  but  the  begin- 
ning of  trade  with  a  district  as  large  in  extent  as 
the  district  of  North  Otago,  of  which  the  port  of 
Oamaru  Is  the  most  convenient  outlet. 

"  Presuming  that  the  countiy  from  the  Wai- 
mate southward  finds  its  natural  outlet  at 
Oamaru,  which  reason  and  analogy  would  lead 
one  to  presuppose  would  be  the  cose,  Oamaru 
will  bo  the  commercial  centre  for  a  tract  of 
country  comprising  nearly  four  millions  of  acres, 
more  than  one-thurd  of  the  area  being  pre-emi- 
nently adapted  for  agricultural  purposes. 

"  Possessing  a  soil  and  climate  unrivalled  for 
the  production  of  cereals,  backed  by  an  extensive 
blocs:  of  stock-raising  country,  possessed  of  im- 
mense deposits  of  the  now  famous  Oamaru  stone, 
and  slate  quarries  (producing  a  quality  of  this 


material  equal  to  the  best  productions  of  Wales), 
famed  throughout  the  colony  for  the  excellence 
of  its  manu&ctured  breadstuff's,  as  well  as  the 
superior  quality  of  the  raw  matemls,  it  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  the  expenditure  on  harbour 
works  is  fuUy  warranted  by  the  necessities  of  the 
case. 

"  Abimdant  supplies  of  lignite  can  be  obtained 
in  the  district,  which  has  proved  an  important 
item  in  limiting  the  import  of  coal ;  and  although 
not  dependent  on  gold  discovery  for  its  progress 
in  any  way,  the  district  possesses  gold  fields  which 
only  require  capital  and  enterprieo  to  make  it  an 
important  industry. 

"  Four  lines  of  railway  centre  in  Oamaru — the 
Moeraki-Oamaru  lino  and  the  Waiareka  branch 
line,  both  nearly  ready  for  traffic,  and  the  Wai- 
taki and  Awamoko  lines,  already  in  operation. 
To  this  may  be  added  the  Waimate  branch  line, 
which  is  in  progress.  These  will  no  doubt  in- 
fluence trade  in  a  marked  manner,  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  Oamaru  as  a  centre. 

"  The  stability  of  the  work,  so  far  as  it  has 
gone,  is  unimpeachable,  and  the  protection  af- 
forded complete ;  but  the  accommodation  is  neces- 
sarily limited,  and  the  extension  of  the  works  in 
the  same  solid  fashion  still  demands  the  care  and 
attention  of  the  Board,  while  at  the  same  time 
keeping  in  view  the  immense  importance  to  the 
district  of  reducing  the  charges  to  the  smallest 
possible  rate.  To  this  end  the  Board  intends  to 
ask  Parliament  to  set  aside  an  endowment  of  pas- 
toral land  commensurate  with  the  importance  of 
the  object,  as  well  as  to  obtain  an  extension  of  its 
borrowing  powers,  to  the  furtherance  of  which 
the  Board  is  assured  of  your  most  hearty  co- 
operation." 

With  regard  to  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
question,  he  might  say  that  the  Board  had  re- 
ceived f^m  the  Colonial  and  Provincial  G-ovem- 
ments,  and  from  the  North  Otago  Loan,  a  total 
sum  of  £79,000.  They  had  expended  £80,000 
already,  and  the  works  were  still  progressing. 
It  was  estimated  that  to  complete  the  whole  of 
the  works  £100,000  more  would  bo  required. 
The  Board  had  issued  debentures  to  the  extent 
of  £100,000,  on  which  the  colony  had  advanced 
£35,000,  so  that  there  was  therefore  a  balance  of 
£66,000  of  debentures  on  hand.  If  an  endow- 
ment was  granted  to  enable  them  to  borrow  tbat 
balance,  it  would  be  ample  to  complete  the  works. 
The  whole  pith  of  the  Bill  was  in  the  schedule ; 
and  he  would  ask  honorable  members  not  to  vote 
for  the  second  reacting  unless  they  were  prepared 
to  support  the  schedule,  for  if  that  were  cut  out 
he  would  drop  the  Bill.  He  would  urge  on  the 
Council  that  this  was  not  an  experiment.  The 
Bill  simply  proposed  to  put  the  coping*stone 
upon  a  mat  work,  and  he  was  sure  that  all  those 
wno  had  seen  that  district  must  recognize  that  a 
good  port  was  of  vital  importance  to  the  whole 
district.  It  was  now  a  district  with  a  population 
of  over  16,000  people,  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
there  had  been  an  extensive  discovery  of  slate 
quarries.  He  was  sure  that  in  every  way  the 
Bill  should  commend  itself  to  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRA8ER  intended  to  deal 
with  this  Bill  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  he  did 


496 


Oamaru  Harbour 


[COUNCIL.] 


Board  Bill. 


[Oct.  20 


with  the  other  Harhoar  Board  BiUb.  He  ooold 
not  acknowledge  that  the  reqoirementa  of  the 
Oamani  Harbour  were  greater  than  those  of  the 
Bluff,  or  its  claims  juster.  It  was  no  use  weary- 
ing the  Council  with  words.  This  Bill  would 
have  to  go  before  the  Waste  Lands  Ck>mmittee, 
and  when  it  came  back  he  intended  to  Tote 
against  it,  as  aeainst  all  other  Bills  containing 
endowments  and  borrowing  powers. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  would  not  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  supposed  it 
would  go  before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and, 
as  he  had  done  preyiously,  he  would  oppose  all 
borrowing  powers  and  endowments.  It  was  said 
that  some  great  men  held  the  fate  of  nations  in 
their  hands,  and  in  a  small  way  some  honorable 
members  of  the  Council,  by  the  favour  they 
showed,  might  be  said  to  hold  the  fate  of  Harbour 
Bills  in  their  hands.  He  intended  to  deal  with 
all  the  Harbour  Bills  alike.  He  did  not  intend 
to  make  any  invidious  distinctions,  and  would 
deal  with  each  in  the  same  way,  leaving  them  all 
to  oome  before  Parliament  upon  their  own  merits 
next  session. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  felt  satisfied  that 
were  honorable  members  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case  they  would 
admit  that  it  was  a  peculiar  and  exceptional  one. 
The  mere  fact  of  other  Bills  of  the  same  tendency 
being  before  the  House  should  not  be  allowed  to 
interfere  with  the  consideration  of  this  Bill.  Why 
was  there  such  a  flood  of  Bills  before  the  CouncU  ? 
Was  it  not  because  this  Bill,  which  was  really 
•required,  was  placed  on  the  Order  Paper  in  an- 
other place  independent  altogether  of  an^  other 
Bill,  and  before  any  other  scheme  of  the  kud  was 
mentioned.  This  Bill  was  brought  forward  in 
bona  fides,  and  was  not  an  afterthought.  This 
Bill  was  brought  in  independently,  and  before 
any  other  Harbour  Board  &ill  was  thought  of. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON  wished  to  cor- 
rect the  honorable  gentleman.  It  was  not 
brousht  in  before  the  Wanganui  Harbour  Board 
Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  begeed  the  honorable 
gentleman's  pardon ;  but  he  had  been  told  that 
that  was  the  case  by  the  gentleman  who  had 
charge  of  the  Bill  in  another  place.  He  (Mr. 
Holmes)  had  had  some  considerable  knowledge 
of  these  harbour  works  since  their  commence- 
ment. He  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
Harbour  Board.  The  first  scheme  they  thought 
of  was  a  dock ;  but  after  mature  deliberation  it 
was  resolved  to  change  the  dock  into  a  break- 
water, with  a  wharf  inside  of  it.  The  material 
used  was  concrete,  in  blocks  of  from  twenty  tons 
to  twenty-five  tons  each ;  and  instead  of  making 
— as  was  the  case  in  almost  every  other  instance 
— the  wall  on  a  gradual  incline,  it  was  built 
upright ;  and  it  was  found  that  the  same  amount 
of  material  was  infinitely  better  and  more  substan- 
tial to  resist  the  severity  of  the  waves  in  an  open 
roadstead.  The  rebound  of  the  waves  going  out 
lessened  the  force  of  the  waves  flowing  in,  and 
so  made  the  work  more  substantial.  Although 
the  work  was  not  half  completed  according  to 
the  original  plans,  yet  it  had  been  found  to 
bo  of  the  most  essential  service.    Three  of  the 


ordinary  Teasels  trading  to  the-  port  could  lie 
alongside  and  obtain  shelter  in  all  sorts  of 
weather,  and  he  had  known  some  instances  in 
which  vessels  would  have  been  wrecked  had  it 
not  been  for  the  shelter  afibrded  by  the  break- 
water. The  works  were  of  importance  to  the 
colon V  as  weU  as  to  the  locality,  because  it  was 
now  in  tlie  position,  more  or  less,  of  a  harbour 
of  refuge ;  and  seeing  that  there  was  a  consider- 
able distance  between  it  and  Akaroa,  the  only 
other  available  place,  it  was  of  importance  that 
it  should  be  completed.  When  the  length  of  the 
breakwater  was  double  what  it  was  at  present^ 
it  would  be  thoroughly  available  as  a  harbour  of 
refuge  ;  and  he  thought  that,  looking  at  it  from 
the  humanitarian  point  of  view,  it  should  bo  the 
object  of  the  Council  to  establish  a  place  where 
vessels  oould  run  for  safety,  by  means  of  which 
many  valuable  lives  might  be  saved.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  amount  required  for  the  comple- 
tion of  this  work  was  excessive ;  and  he  did  not 
think  the  money  would  be  better  spent  for  any 
other  colonial  purpose :  £100,000  to  complete 
both  the  breastwork  and  the  wharves  was  all  that 
was  now  required ;  and  with  the  funds  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Board,  he  felt  satisfied  that  the 
works  would  bo  completed  without  making  a 
further  call  upon  the  Goremment.  He  might 
also  state  that  many  gentlemen,  and  even  mem« 
hers  of  that  Council  and  of  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  had  from  time  to  time  yisited 
Oamaru  since  this  work  was  commenced,  and 
every  one  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  this  was 
one  of  the  best  colonial  works  that  they  had 
ever  seen,  and  that  it  was  carried  out  at  thb 
lowest  cost.  The  district  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  was  a  very  good  agricultural  one, 
prcKlucing  a  large  quantity  of  grain ;  and  now 
that  the  railway  was  completed  to  the  Waitaki 
and  would  soon  be  completed  to  Timaru,  a  por- 
tion of  the  southern  part  of  Canterbury  would 
find  an  outlet  for  its  produce  at  Oamaru.  The 
facilities  that  this  port  would  afford  to  the  ship- 
ping would  be  such  as  would  place  the  people  of 
the  district  on  an  equality  with  thoae  having 
Lyttelton  and  Port  Cnalmers  at  their  disposal. 
He  would  not  weary  the  Council  by  saying  any- 
thing more  on  the  subject,  but  he  would  ask 
honorable  members  to  consider  the  real  import- 
ance of  this  question — not  as  regarded  Oamaru 
in  particular,  but  as  regarded  the  colony. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  would  particularly  caU 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  8th  clause  of 
this  Bill.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Council,  when  they  authorized  money  to  be 
raised,  to  see  that  the  lenders  of  the  money  had 
reasonable  security.    That  clause  provided, — 

"  The  holders  of  the  mortgages  made  and  ^von 
by  virtue  of  *  The  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Ordi- 
nance, 1874,'  previously  to  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  serenty-six, 
shall  have  priority  over  the  holders  of  any  mort- 
gage given  subsequently  to  such  date;  but  no 
holder  of  any  mortgage  given  or  to  be  given  sub- 
sequontly  to  such  date,  either  under  the  jpowers 
contained  in  the  said  Ordinance  or  in  this  Act, 
shall  have  any  preference  over  any  other  holder 
by  reason  of  any  priority  of  date  or  otherwise, 
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bat  all  saoh  holders  shall  rank  alike,  and  be 
entitled  to  eaual  rights." 

NoW|  as  nr  as  he  could  understand,  bj  the 
appropriation  of  the  land  in  the  schedule,  those 
who  were  holders  of  mortgages  giren  preyiously 
would  have  priority  of  security  oyer  the  land 
given  in  the  schedule  over  and  above  those  who 
advanced  their  money  hereafter.  He  thought  it 
would  he  necessary  to  make  prorision  that  those 
who  advanced  money  hereafter  should  stand  on 
the  same  footing  as  those  who  advanced  money 


The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  must  admit  that 
he  was  not  intimately  acquainted  with  this  dis- 
trict ;  but  they  had  had  this  question  of  the 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  before  them  on  many 
occasions.  Previously  he  had  strenuously  opposed 
the  carrying  out  of  works  of  this  description,  as 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  there  was  a 
great  amount  of  risk  attendant  upon  them.  He 
must  now  admit,  however,  that,  from  all  he  had 
learned,  it  seemed  that  the  Oamaru  Harbour 
Works  were  a  perfect  success.  In  £M!t,  he  be- 
lieved that  its  most  strenuous  supporters  were 
surprised  by  the  success  of  the  undertakmg. 
There  was  this  difference  between  the  present 
Bill  and  a  great  many  others  that  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  them :  In  this  case  they  had  admitted 
the  principle,  and  had  committed  themselFes  to  a 
certain  undertaking  in  which  a  certain  amount  of 
money  had  been  spent.  So  far  as  he  could  gather, 
if  this  work  were  now  allowed  to  stop,  and  no- 
thing further  gone  on  with,  it  would  be  a  com- 
plete failure.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  telegram 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Otago,  in  which  ho 
said: — 

"Oamaru  Harbour  Board  has  had  thirty- five 
acres  endowment  of  land,  £20,000  from  provincial 
revenue,  and  £24,000  out  of  North  Otago  Loan. 
No  money  has  been  spent  to  better  advantage  in 
New  Zealand.'' 

This  telegram  strengthened  the  information  he 
bad  received  as  to  the  money  being  well  expended 
and  likely  to  be  reproductive.  He  did  not  wish 
the  Council  to  understand  that  he  intended  to  be 
inconsistent  in  the  views  he  had  expressed.  He 
had  stated  that  he  thought  these  works  should  be 
carried  on  by  the  G-eneral  Government ;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  would  never  like  to  lay  down  a 
hard  and  fast  rule  for  himself  or  anvbody  else. 
He  confessed  that  in  this  instance  he  thought 
there  was  a  difference,  and  he  hoped  the  Coun- 
cil would  consider  it  in  that  light.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  do  all  that  was  necessary  for  the 
oontinuation  of  those  works,  and  not  turn  into  a 
failure  what  had  up  to  the  present  time  proved  a 
great  success. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  would  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  he  hoped 
that  in  Committee  they  would  hear  a  great  deal 
more  about  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Works.  He 
had  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  matter,  but  the 
proposals  in  the  Bill  were  not  made  in  a  direction 
of  which  he  at  all  approved.  The  intention  of 
them  was  to  endeavour  in  some  way  or  another  to 
provide  funds,  which  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board 
nad  already  received  authority  to  raise.  As  far 
aa  he  could  understand  the  case,  the  Harbour 
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Board  was  legally  entitled  to  raise  £100,000  in 
debentures,  but  the  difficulty  in  raising  the  money 
had  hitherto  been  that  the  dues,  which  were  the 
security,  were  at  present  monopolized  by  a  boat 
service,  which  cost  £8,000  or  £9,000  a  year,  and 
which  it  was  necessary  to  keep  up  until  they  got 
a  little  further  on  with  the  wharf,  which  was  not 
yet  fully  available  to  vessels.  He  hoped  the 
honorable  gentlemen  would  ppive  himself  and 
those  thinkuig  with  him  credit — although  their 
time  was  very  limited  on  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee, and  their  opportunities  for  hearing  evi- 
dence were  consequentlv  very  limited — for  doing 
their  best  to  understand  the  case.  He  would  not 
like  to  pledge  himself  to  vote  for  the  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee until  he  had  heard  much  more  evidence. 
He  wished  to  consider  the  question  with  the 
fullest  desire  to  prevent  any  loss  to  the  colony, 
and  at  the  same  time,  if  possible,  not  to  give  way 
on  the  principle  which  they  had  laid  down  as  the 
proper  policy  in  regard  to  endowments  and  bor- 
rowing powers. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  PATEBSON  said  that  he  had 
voted  on  the  other  Harbour  Bills  on  the  under- 
standing which  he  thought  was  arrived  at  by  the 
Council  that  the  provisions  regarding  endowments 
as  well  as  borrowing  powers  should  be  struck  out 
of  all  the  Bills;  and  that  nothing  should  be 
passed  except  what  was  necessary  to  give  the 
different  localities  what  machinery  was  required 
to  conduct  their  harbour  arrangements  until  next 
session,  when  the  question  of  endowment  in  each 
case  could  be  considered  with  more  care  and  de- 
liberation than  it  possibly  could  be  at  this  period 
of  the  present  session.  For  that  reason  he  had 
voted  for  the  removal  of  these  clauses  firom  the 
Bluff  Harbour  Bill,  which  he  should  certainly 
not  have  done  except  on  these  grounds,  and  he 
thought  each  of  these  Bills  should  receive  the 
same  treatment.  He  would  therefore  vote  against 
this  measure. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  said,  with  re- 
gard to  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  ho 
had  consulted  the  promoters  of  the  Bill,  and 
they  would  agree  to  the  alteration  he  suggested 
in  the  8th  clause.  He  asked  no  honorable  mem- 
ber to  vote  with  him  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill  who  would  not  agree  to  grant  the  en- 
dowment of  land,  which  was  really  the  substan- 
tial part  of  the  Bill.  They  had  all  the  machinery 
for  carrying  on  the  works,  and  what  was  wanted 
was  money.  He  was  prepared  to  excise  the  bor- 
rowing clauses,  because  there  was  already  power 
to  raise  £100,000,  which  in  the  meantime  would 
be  ample. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MOERAEI  HABBOUB  BOABD  BILL. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  this  Bill  was 
of  a  somewhat  similar  character  to  others  affect- 
ing harbours  which  were  engaging  the  attention 
of  the  Council.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding for  a  breakwater,  docks,  and  wharves. 
Borrowing  powers  to  the  extent  of  £20,000 
were  asked  for;  but  he  would  at  onoe  rav  he 
would  abandon  this  portion  of  the  Bill.  There 
was  also  an  endowment  of  land  of  18,400  acres 
sought.    With   regard   to   Moeraki,   he  would 
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xnerelj  state  Uiat  it  was  a  natural  harbour, 
sheltered  from  the  southerly  gales,  with  a  reef 
of  rocks  with  two  entrances,  affording  excel- 
lent protection  and  accommodation  for  yessels 
when  there  was  heary  weather  on  the  coast. 
The  great  want  at  present  was  proper  wharfage 
accommodation.  Monej  had  bosn  spent  there 
some  time  ago  in  building  a  wharf,  which  un- 
fortnnatelj  was  placed  in  the  wrong  position,  not, 
he  believed,  in  consequence  of  anj  mutake  of  the 
Prorinoial  Engineer,  but  owing  to  other  adyice. 
It  would  be  higfalj  desirable,  more  especially  as 
the  railway  running  from  Oamam  to  Moeraki 
would  be  shortly  finished,  that  yessels  of  consider- 
able tonnage  should  be  able  to  be  accommodated 
at  a  whar^  so  that  trains  might  run  alongside 
and  deliyer  passengers  and  luggage  on  hoKcdi 
without  the  necessity  for  cartage  and  other  extra 
work.  The  wants  of  the  people  were  not  large. 
The  demand  made  for  18,000  acres  of  land,  and 
that  merely  grazing  land,  was  not  extreme ;  and 
therefore,  if  any  of  these  Bills  could  find  favour 
with  the  Council,  he  thought  this  one  ought  to. 
Before  Oamaru  was  improved,  Moeraki  was  the 
port  of  refuge  to  which  steamers  always  resorted 
m  case  of  bad  weather,  and  where  they  always 
found  sufficient  shelter.  He  would  merely  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  leave  it  to 
honorable  members  to  ^ve  it  that  attention  on 
the  Waste  Lands  Oommittee  which  it  deserved. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

OTAGO  HABBOUB  BOARD  BILL. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  was  certain  that  it 
would  commend  itself  to  the  Council,  for  it 
neither  asked  for  borrowing  powers  nor  for  en- 
dowment. It  simply  provided  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  Board.  It  was  proposed  that  the 
Board  should  consist  of  two  members  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Gbvemor,  two  members  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Corporation  of  Dnnedin,  one  by 
the  Cor^ration  of  Port  Chalmers,  one  by  the 
Corporation  of  South  Bunedin  and  St.  Kilda,  one 
by  the  Bunedin  Chamber  of  Commerce,  one  to  be 
elected  by  those  who  contributed  to  the  harbour 
dues  up  to  a  certain  amount,  one  to  be  elected  by 
owners  of  vessels,  and  the  Collector  of  Customs, 
who  was  to  have  a  seat  ex  officio.  The  Board 
would  thus  be  constituted  of  ten  members,  and 
would  be  of  a  thoroughly  representative  charac- 
ter. He  begged  to  move  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLBN  said  his  honorable 
friend  bad  told  them  that  one  recommendation  to 
the  Bill  was  that  it  did  not  contain  the  usual 
borrowing  powers.  That  was  a  recommendation ; 
but  the  Bui  did  contain  borrowing  powers  of  a 
somewhat  unusual  character,  to  which  at  present 
he  took  exception.  He  alluded  to  the  power 
which  was  proposed  to  be  given  in  the  28rd 
clause  to  repeal  section  12  of  "The  OtMO  Har- 
bour Board  Empowering  Act,  1876."  Tnat  was 
a  process  of  borrowing  to  which  he  must  strongly 
object.  It  was  in  point  of  fact  borrowing  firom 
the  public  revenue  of  the  colony  a  sum  of  Mtween 
£2/)00  and  £8,000  a  year.    When  the  Bill  was  in 


Committee,  he  would  ask  that  that  clause  should 
be  struck  out.  He  had  no  other  objection  to  the 
Bill.  It  was  to  provide  a  machinery  for  managing 
the  affairs  of  the  harbour,  which  the  altered  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Province  of  Otago  rendered 
necessary. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBB  said  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  was  very  hard-worked 
just  now,  and  this  Bill  was  not  one  of  a  character 
which  required  to  go  before  that  Committee.  It 
involved  no  question  which  the  Committee  ooold 
at  all  clear  up  by  discussion ;  and  he  would  re- 
commend that  after  its  second  readine  it  should 
not  be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 
He  would  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  trusted  that  this 
Bill  would  go  before  the  Waste  Land  Committee. 
He  had  been  so  occupied  all  the  morning  on  that 
Committee  that  he  had  had  no  time  to  examine 
this  Bill.  In  the  cursory  glance  he  had  given 
it,  however,  he  noticed  several  objectionable  fea- 
tures. While  on  this  subject,  he  would  like  to 
inform  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  Provincial 
Gk>vemment  of  Otago  did  a  very  extraordinary 
thing,  which  he  did  not  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  approve  of.  They  had  made 
over  the  charee  of  the  two  powder  magazines  in 
Dunedin  to  &e  Harbour  Board,  and  that  body 
had  actually  leased  those  magazines,  l^ow,  hie 
was  under  the  impression  that  they  had  never 
been  gazetted,  and  that  the  proceeding  was  alto- 
gether uUra  virei.  He  did  not  recognize  that 
the  Harbour  Board  was  the  proper  authority  to 
be  intrusted  with  a  magazine.  These  magazines 
were  in  two  caves,  hollowed -out  of  the  rock  at 
the  bottom  of  a  bluff  immediately  opposite  the 
town  of  Dunedin,  and  about  a  mile  distant ;  and, 
if  any  accident  happened,  there  would  be  an  im- 
mense loss  of  life  and  destruction  of  property, 
because  the  weight  of  the  bluff 'was  too  great  for 
the  hiJl  to  be  upheaved,  and  the  whole  force  of 
the  powder  woula  bo  exerted  in  front,  and  the  face 
of  the  rock  would  be  blown  into  the  town  (^Dun- 
edin. He  brought  this  matter  under  the  notice  of 
the  authorities  some  years  ago,  and  Mr.  Thomson, 
the  Engineer,  was  ordered  to  make  a  plan  of  a 
powder  magazine  near  the  sea  beach,  which  he 
did ;  but  the  Gk>vemnient  were  probably  too  lazy 
lo  pay  any  attention  to  the  matter,  and  nothing 
had  been  done.  He  now  mentioned  the  subject 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in  the  hope  that  that 
gentleman  would  cause  inquiry  to  be  made.  Those 
two  magazines  should  be  removed  as  soon  as 
possible,  because  they  threatened  freat  loss  of  life 
and  property.  A  robbery  of  powder  occurred  at 
one  of  the  magazines  at  the  time  of  the  war,  and 
it  had  never  yet  been  discovered  how  the  powder 
was  taken  away.  At  that  time  he  in<}uireii  as  to 
who  had  charge  of  the  powder  magazine,  and  he 
was  told  the  sweeper  or  the  jetty.  He  took  the 
Inspector  of  Police  with  him,  and  went  into  the 
magazine,  where  he  found  some  fifty  or  sixty 
casks  of  powder  strewn  all  over  the  place.  There 
was  powder  in  the  magazine  sufficient  lo  have 
blown  up  half  of  Dunedin.  He  trusted  the 
Colonial  Secretary  would  give  attention  to  this 
matter,  and,  in  the  first  place,  see  that  a  proper 
magazine  was  erected^  and,  in  the  next  place, 


1876.]  JKakanui  Sarlour         [COUNCIL.] 


Soard  Bill 


499 


'that  it  was  gazetted,  and  that  power  was  given  to 
exact  dues. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

KAEANUI  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
•The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  moWng  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  the  Rirer 
Kakanui  emptied  itself  into  the  sea  about  eight 
miles  from  Oamaru,  and,  like  most  of  the  New 
Zealand  rivers,  had  a  bar  at  the  mouth.  In  conse- 
quence of  its  breadth  at  the  mouth,  the  riyer  had 
not  sufficient  force  to  wash  the  shingle  awaj  so  as 
to  make  a  good  entrance  for  vesseU  of  moderate 
tonnage.  The  Harbour  Board  had  undertaken  to 
remedy  this  defect,  and  he  submitted  a  plan  of 
the  operations  now  in  progress — namelj,  the 
building  of  two  retaininff-waUs,  one  on  each  side, 
to  lessen  the  width  of  the  river  where  it  flowed 
into  the  sea,  and  thereby  insure  that  the  shingle 
should  be  carried  away,  and  an  entrance  made 
wide  enough  to  admit  vessels.  The  work  was  now 
in  the  hands  of  an  experienced  engineer,  a  Mr. 
Johnson,  who  was  sanguine  of  success.  £5,000 
had  been  voted  by  the  Provincial  Government, 
and  £5,000  by  the  Colonial  Government,  for  this 
purpose,  and  about  £6,000  more  was  required  in 
order  to  complete  the  contract  now  in  operation. 
The  Bill  proposed  that  power  should  be  given  to 
borrow  £20,000,  and  that  an  endowment  of  land 
should  be  made  to  the  extent  of  6,000  acres.  He 
supposed  that,  as  in  all  other  oases,  they  must 
Abandon  the  borrowing  clauses  of  the  Bill,  but 
he  hoped  the  Council  would  at  any  rate  give  a 
small  measure  of  relief,  and  consent  to  the  en- 
dowment. The  work  was  now  in  course  of  con- 
struction, and,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  it 
was  a  success.  He  believed  the  way  it  was  being 
done  was  that  the  course  of  the  proposed  outlet 
was  being  piled  on  each  side,  ana  concrete  then 
laid  inside  m  order  to  keep  the  water  within  cer- 
tain limits.  Under  the  circumstances  he  had 
mentioned,  he  thought  the  Council  should  give 
this  matter  its  favourable  oonsideration.  The 
district  was  a  very  fine  one,  and  yielded  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  produce.  The  largest  meat- 
preserving  establishment  in  the  colony  was  in  the 
vicinity,  and  hitherto  the  loadin||  and  unloading 
had  been  carried  on  by  a  boat  service,  which,  bow- 
ever,  would  no  longer  be  necessary  if  the  contem- 
plated improvements  were  carried  out.  If  the 
work  in  progress  were  completed,  he  was  told 
that  vesseb  of  200  tons  burden  would  be  able 
to  discharge  and  load  with  perfect  safety.  He 
beffged  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  the  best 
reply  to  what  hui  &llen  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmes  would  be  that  which  was  given  not  very 
long  ago  by  a  gentleman  for  whom  the  honorable 
member  had  great  respect^  and  for  whom  he 
(Captain  fVaser)  also  had  great  respect,  and  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Government,  when  he  said 
that  Uiis  Kakanui  Harbour  was  only  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  had  property  in  the  vicinity, 
and  that  those  gentlemen  had  his  permission  to 
mortgage  their  property  to  finish  this  work. 
Kakanui  was  within  seven  miles  of  Oamaru,  and 
Moeraki  was  also  within  a  very  short  distance^ 
three  harbours  in  twenty  miles.    It  was  perfectly 


ridiculous.  And  he  was  to  ^t  a  headache  sitting 
on  the  Waste  Lands  Comnuttee  considering  such 
a  Bill  as  this !  It  was  an  absurd  and  ridiculoua 
proposal. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  said  that,  in  order  to 
strengthen  what  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
just  said,  it  should  also  be  remembered  by  the 
Council  that  the  railway  from  Dunedin  to 
Oamaru  passed  immediately  by  this  place.  So 
that  every  reason  why  this  Bill  should  not  pass 
had  been  given  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council. 
It  would  be  a  pity  to  waste  the  time  of  the 
Council  any  further  by  a  matter  of  this  sort.  If 
any  honorable  member  would  look  at  the  map  of 
the  South  Island,  which  lay  on  the  table,  giving 
the  harbours  and  the  lines  of  railway,  he  would 
see  that,  if  there  was  a  ridiculous  excess  in  the 
harbours  that  were  proposed  to  the  Council  for 
its  acceptance,  it  was  this  to  which  the  Bill  now 
under  oonsideration  referred  ;  and  he  thought  he 
would  do  best  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  n 
second  time  that  day  six  months. 

*  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  was  sorzy 
he  could  not  give  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  the  sup- 
port he  would  like  to  do  in  reference  to  this  Bill  i 
and  he  must  call  upon  honorable  gentlemen  to 
recollect  that  they  had  been  asked  to  discriminate 
between  the  various  proposals  broujght  before 
them.  They  did  try  to  discriminate  in  the  case 
of  Waimakariri,  but  unfortunately  thev  were  not 
successful.  He  hoped  they  might  be  on  this 
occasion.  Considermg  that  there  was  another 
harbour  a  short  distance  from  Oamaru,  and  con- 
nected with  the  railway  line,  he  would  oppoae 
theBilL 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  that  day  six  months. 

HOSITIEA  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

*The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  similar  in 
character  to  a  number  of  other  Bills  which  had 
been  brought  up  this  session;  but  he  did  not 
think  any  one  of  those  Bills  would  recommend 
itself  so  strongly  to  the  Council  as  this  one» 
seeing  that  during  the  time  the  Council  had  been 
sitting  the  inhabitants  of  Hokitika  and  its  vicini^ 
had  had  their  port  blockaded  for  two  or  three 
months.  It  had  been  so  bad,  in  fact,  that  owners 
of  vessels  were  compelled  to  purchase  the  cargoes 
they  had  on  board  in  order  to  take  them  to  other 

§>rts,  and  so  set  rid  of  them.  The  inhabitants  of. 
okitika  and  the  surrounding  country  might 
almost  be  said  to  have  been  sl:^rt  of  food,  as  at 
one  time  there  was  actually  not  one  ton  of  fioor 
in  the  whole  of  Hokitika.  It  would  thus  be 
seen  that  the  matter  was  a  serious  one,  and, 
unless  some  remedy  was  applied,  it  would  lead 
practically  to  Uie  abandonment  of  that  part 
of  the  country.  The  cause  of  that  blockade  was 
simple  in  itself.  It  simply  arose  from  the  in- 
abihty  of  those  who  had  control  of  these  matters 
to  find  sufficient  funds  to  prevent  the  separation 
of  the  river  from  the  other  waters  that  formed 
the  outlet  of  the  river.  Any  one  aoaoainted 
with  shingle-bod  rivers  would  be  aware  of  the  ex* 
treme  vagaries  these  rivers  were  capable  ot  This 
river  was  kept  open  to  a  gbeat  extent  during  the 
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winter  hj  the  water  that  flowed  from  a  ^^® 
lafloon.  He  might  ezpUin  farther  that  the  diffi- 
cmties  to  be  contended  with  in  connection  with 
this  port  were  of  a  threefold  character.  The 
first  difficult  waa  the  bar ;  the  second  was  the 
providine  oi  sufficient  wharf  accommodation  for 
the  Tessels  which  Tisited  the  rirer ;  and  the  third 
was  ^e  oonseryation  of  the  riyer-bank  within 
and  beyond  the  limits  of  the  town.  These 
different  points  were  distributed  over  a  series  of 
different  authorities,  the  principal  authority  at 
the  present  moment  being  the  Corporation,  which 
had  charge  of  the  wharf  proper.  The  Corpora- 
tion had  expended  the  moneys  as  wisely  as  it  was 
possible  for  them  to  do,  and  they  were  now,  after 
going  to  considerable  expense  in  building  a  large 
and  substantial  wharf,  in  a  position  of  great  dif- 
ficulty. From  the  termination  of  the  wharf  to 
the  foreshore,  the  port  was  under  the  control  of 
either  the  Proyincial  G-oyemment  or  the  Q-eneral 
Goyemment.  The  riyer  itself  was  so  diyided  in 
its  character  tiiat  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  such  a  serious  accident  should  happen  as  had 
happened.  He  thought  he  had  shown  that  it 
was  necessary  that  Uie  whole  thing  should  at 
once  be  put  under  the  care  of  one  Board.  All 
the  parties  concerned  had  concurred  in  this 
arrangement,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  this  Bill 
had  been  brought  forward  at  the  request  of 
the  Corporation.  He  had  in  his  possession  docu- 
ments to  show  that  the  Corporation  wished  the 
Bill  to  be  passed,  and  showing  also  that  the  Cor- 
poration offered  to  hand  oyer  all  their  interests  to 
such  a  Board  as  was  proposed  to  be  constituted. 
He  might,  howeyer,  say  uiat  although  the  matter 
had  only  come  before  Parliament  at  this  late 
]^riod  of  the  session,  yet  the  proposal  for  the 
constitution  of  the  Harbour  Board  had  been 
under  consideration  a  considerable  time.  The 
I  proposal,  which  was  made  to  the  Proyin- 


Gh>yemment,  was  that  ther^  should  be  an 
endowment  of  100,000  acres  of  land  giyen  to 
the  Board,  and  that  it  should  haye  power  to 
borrow  £100,000;  but  he,  in  nis  capacity  of 
Superintendent,  did  not  feel  justified  in  set- 
ting aside  so  large  a  portion  of  the  public 
estate,  and  therefore  the  endowment  was  cut 
down  to  60,000  acres.  It  had  now  been  re- 
duced to  something  like  29,000  acres,  and,  as 
honorable  gentlemen  were  aware,  29,000  acres 
of  land  in  Westland,  coyered  with  bush,  was 
not  such  a  yaluable  asset  as  it  would  be  in 
some  other  parts  of  the  country.  Since  he 
left  Hokitika,  he  had  receiyed  telegrams  to  the 
effect  that  the  riyer  threatened  to  leaye  the 
wharf  which  had  been  built  high  and  dry.  A 
sum  of  £41,000  had  been  expended  on  this 
wharf,  or  in  connection  with  riyer  works,  and 
it  was  dear  that  something  should  be  done 
in  order  to  keep  the  water  from  leaying  the 
wharf.  This  was,  howeyer,  a  question  for  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  to  deal  with.  He  would 
ask  the  Council  to  deal  with  the  Bill  on  its 
merits.  He  found  from  the  statistics  that  during 
the  year  1876,  forty-two  foreign  yessels  arriyed  sS 
Holatika,  their  tonnage  being  14,000,  and  there 
had  also  been  817  coasting  yessels  to  thoport,  the 
tonnage  of  these  being  33;800  tons.    He  would 


leaye  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  and  • 
would  content  himself  by  simply  moying  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  It  had  been  objected 
that  in  endowing  this  Board  they  were  benefiting 
one  particular  part  at  the  expense  of  the  whole 
pronnce;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
whole  province  got  its  supplies  from  the  port  of 
Hokitika.  The  people  of  Hokitika  had  neyer 
before  come  to  Parliament  asking  for  monej  but 
once,  but  they  were  simply  compelled  to  do  so 
now.  He  moyed  the  seooud  reading  of  the  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DUNEDIN  DBILL-SHED  EESEBVB  BLLL. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  moyins  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  would  read 
an  extract  from  the  letter  of  a  gentleman  who 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  Volunteer  moyement-. 
The  gentleman  he  referred  to  was  Captain  Wales, 
who  was  recently  a  member  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  In  reference  to  this  claim, 
that  gentleman  said, — 

"  Previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  GKrla" 
High  School,  the  Volunteers  had  a  drill-hall  and 
grounds  adjoining  the  schooL  These  were  re< 
quired,  and  were  taken  for  school  purposes.  The 
rroyincial  Gl-oyomment  promised  to  proyide 
another  drill  ground  and  shed  in  lieu  of  it ;  but 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  procuring  a  suitable  site. 
At  last  these  sections  m  Bowling  Street  were 
pitched  upon,  applied  for,  and  r^idily  granted, 
about  the  end  of  1870  or  beginning  of  1871. 
The  Proyincial  Executive  said,  *  We  cannot  Tote 
you  any  money ;  we  have  a  difficulty  in  meeting 
the  most  urgent  wants ;  the  piece  of  ground  you 
have  chosen  is  more  valuable  than  we  intended  to 
give  you.  We  value  it  at  £800.  We  recognize 
your  claim  for  a  drill  ground  and  shed  in  lieu  of 
that  taken  from  you.  We  give  you  this  ground : 
make  the  most  of  it,  but  we  cannot  give  you  any 
money.'  The  Volunteers  accepted  it  on  these 
conditions.  Mr.  Bathgate,  then  Provincial  Solici- 
tor, carried  an  Ordinance  through  the  Proyincial 
Council,  which  unfortunately  was  based  on  the 
assumption  that  the  land  had  been  Crown-granted; 
and  in  consequence  of  this  error,  as  I  am  informed, 
the  Ordinance  was  disallowed.  But  the  Provin- 
cial Gk>yemment  and  Proyincial  Coundl  have  all 
along  recognized  the  justice  of  the  claim,  by,  on 
a  subsequent  occasion,  passing  a  resolution  (which 
ought  to  have  been  done  in  the  first  instance) 
vesting  this  land  in  the  Volunteers.  The  matter 
has  been  left  in  abeyance  till  now,  when,  at  the 
request  of  a  deputation  of  Volunteers  and  others, 
the  Executive  have  taken  steps  to  carry  out  the 
arrangement." 

In  addition  to  that,  he  was  in  possession  of 
a  telegram  from  Mr.  Macandrew,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Otago,  to  Mr.  Beid,  approving  of  the 
land  being  conyeyed  to  the  Volunteers.  The 
whole  of  the  land  concerned  was  only  seventy- 
seven  poles,  not  half  an  acre.  When  this  land 
was  first  giyen  to  the  Volunteers,  it  was  of  little 
value,  but  now  it  was  of  considerable  yalne. 
When  it  was  first  given  to  them  it  was  a  mere 
rock,  but  by  means  of  reclamation  works  the 
value  of  the  land  had  been  largely  increased. 
Lar^  sums  of  mone^,  both  public  and  private^ 
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bad  been  spent  in  improying  tbe  land.  Tbe 
Volunteera  had  devoted  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  and  valuable  time  in  oonnection  with  this 
movement.  Although  an  honorable  gentleman 
opposite  seemed  to  look  upon  the'emoiency  of 
the  Volunteers  in  Otago  as  somewhat  doubtful, 
yet  he  believed  that  they  were  at  least  equal  to 
the  Volunteers  of  any  other  colony.  This  year 
the  estimates  for  the  Volunteers  had  been  reduced 
by  £1,000,  and  less  than  a  third  of  the  total 
amount  voted  for  them  went  to  the  South  Island. 
And  there  was  very  little  probability  of  the 
Volunteers  in  the  South  getting  anything  after 
next  year,  so  that  the  on^  benefit  they  would 
receive  out  of  the  public  purse  would  be  this 
endowment.  On  looking  over  the  Blue  Books  he 
found  that  in  the  Province  of  Otago,  there  were 
1,232  men  and  813  CadeU.  These  had  all  been 
drilled,  and  they  had  proved  themselves  equal,  at 
all  events,  to  any  other  Volunteers  in  the  colony. 
It  bad  been  said  lately  by  an  eminent  man,  that 
tbe  race  was  likely  to  degenerate  in  New  Zea- 
land; but  if  honorable  gentlemen  were  to  see 
the  Cadets  in  Otago,  they  would  come  to  a  very 
different  conclusion,  ki  thev  saw  the  broad 
shoulders,  the  robust  frame,  tne  good  physique, 
and  the  ruddy  cheeks  of  those  who  were  drilled 
there,  they  would  look  forward  to  the  future 
of  the  colony  with  the  feeling  that  in  all  time 
coming  there  would  be  a  race  to  take  the  place 
of  those  now  in  New  Zealand  at  least  equal  in 
every  respect  to  their  forefathers.  Another  con- 
sideration in  connection  with  this  BUI  was  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  force  becoming  inefficient, 
thb  piece  of  land  would  immediat^y  revert  to 
the  Trustees  of  the  University  Oouncil,  and 
would  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  a  museum, 
hospitali  and  technical  education  ;  so  that  the 
Volunteers  had  only  a  nominal  interest  in  the  land 
while  they  were  an  efficient  force.  He  hoped  the 
BiU  would  be  read  a  second  time.  It  was  really 
a  very  little  Bill.  He  hoped  his  honorable  friend 
Colonel  Brett  would  give  the  Bill  a  careful  con- 
sideration. 

*  The  Hon.  Colonel  BBETT  raised  his  voice 
Mainst  this  BiU,  for  many  reasons.  In  the  first 
place,  this  was  a  very  valuable  piece  of  land, 
which  was  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city  of  Bun- 
edin,  and  was,  he  believed,  about  half  an  acre  in 
extent.  The  Provincial  Council  passed  an  Ordi- 
nance making  over  the  land  to  the  Volunteers, 
but  the  Governor  disallowed  it.  This  land  was 
estimated  to  be  worth  from  £10,000  to  £16,000, 
and,  very  probably,  in  ten  years  more  it  would 
be  worth  aonble  that  amount.  The  Volunteei^ 
oould  make  no  use  of  the  land  except  to  build  a 
drill-shed  on  it,  which  would  be  a  great  eye-sore 
in  the  fine  city  of  Dunedin.  The  Volunteers  had 
already  a  very  fine  drill-shed  in  Bunedin,  which 
he  beueved  oould  accommodate  2,000  men.  If 
this  land  was  handed  over  to  the  Volunteers,  it 
would  be  equivalent  to  givins  them  an  endowment 
of  £1,600  a  year ;  and  shomd  they  hand  over  so 
much  money  to  a  body  the  days  of  which  were 
numbered,  and  that  certainly  oould  not  exist  more 
than  another  year  P  He  felt  sure  that,  if  the 
estimates  had  been  brought  down  a  little  earlier 
t)il8  jear,  the  whole  of  the  Volunteers  in  the 


South  Island  would  have  been  disbanded.  He 
believed  that  formerly  it  was  intended  to  use 
this  land  as  a  site  for  the  Supreme  Court  House, 
but  it  was  too  small ;  and  ne  thought  that  to 
convert  it  into  a  site  for  a  drill-shed,  and  so  dis- 
figure the  beautiful  city  of  Dunedin,  would  be  a 
great  scandal.  Besides,  according  to  this  Act,  the 
Volunteers  would  always  have  possession  of  this 
land,  and  it  could  not  be  used  for  any  other 
military  purposes.  There  was  also  a  borrowinff 
power  in  this  Bill,  which  he  was  sure  would  stink 
in  the  nostrils  of  every  member  of  the  Council. 
Clause  11  gave  power  to  raise  money  for  the 
erection  of  buildings,  and  so  forth.  Whj  should 
they  hand  over  this  valuable  piece  of  land,  which 
would  yield  £1,200  or  £1,600  a  year,  to  a  body 
of  would-be  soldiers  for  an  indefinite  period  ?  He 
trusted  the  Council  would  not  sanction  such  a 
thing.  Apparently,  all  the  trustees  belonged  to 
the  Volunteers.  The  proper  trustee  of  this  valuf 
able  land  was  the  Governor,  or  the  Government, 
The  whole  of  the  clauses  were  most  objectionable  i 
and  therefore  he  moved  that  the  Bill  be*  read 
that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  concurred  in  a 
great  deal  that  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Brett.  He  thought  this  land  &r  top  valuable 
^to  give  to  a  useless  institution.  The  onl^  use- 
ful  purpose  the  Volunteers  oould  apply  this  land 
to  would  be  to  set  apart  a  certain  portion  of 
the  proceeds  to  erect  an  earthwork  somewhere 
about  Hawea,  where  they  oould  retire  for  protec- 
tion in  case  of  invasion.  It  would  be  the  greatest 
folly  imaginable  to  give  away  this  valuable  piece 
of  land,  which  was  worth  £10,000  or  £16,000, 
There  was  a  piece  of  land  opposite  to  it 
— less,  he  believed,  than  half  an  acre — on  which 
a  large  warehouse  was  built,  that  was  valued 
at  £11,000.  In  a  few  years,  the  land  might  be 
worth  £16,{)pO  or  £20,000.  Besides,  he  could 
not  reoogmze  that  the  Volunteers  had  any  claim 
to  the  land  whatever.  What  he  would  like  to 
see  it  applied  to  would  be  a  School  of  Mines.    At 

E resent  it  was  a  preat  reproach  to  them  that  they 
ad  no  such  institution  in  the  colony.  There  was 
no  other  country  in  the  world  so  metalliferous  as 
New  Zealand ;  and  it  was  made  a  reproach  to 
them  by  illustrious  strangers  that  in  otner  coun- 
tries there  was  a  School  of  Mines  in  every  large 
town,  but  that  here  there  was  no  School  of 
Mines  at  all.  He  thought  that,  instead  of  vesting 
this  land  in  a  useless  and  effete  institution,  it 
would  be  much  better  to  do  nothing  with  it  just 
now,  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  Hon, 
Colonel  Brett,  and  let  the  General  Gi>vemment 
establish  a  School  of  Mines  to  teach  our  young 
men  habits  of  observation,  and  to  let  them  know 
and  find  out  the  riches  of  the  land.  This  endow- 
ment would  be  quite  sufficient  to  establish  a 
School  of  Mines  in  Otago.  He  hoped  the  General 
Government,  when  they  stepped  in  as  the  heirs  at 
law,  would  apply  the  land  to  that  purpose,  and  he 
trusted  the  Council  would  agree  to  the  amende 
ment. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  regretted  very  much 
that  the  honorable  and  gallant  members  of  the 
Council  should  be  the  first  to  oppose  a  srant  to 
those  who  naturally  looked  up  to  them  for  sup- 
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port.  It  had  always  been  the  feeling  of  Volnn- 
teers  that  they  should  look  up  for  support  to 
those  gentlemen  who  had  done  such  good  serrice 
in  the  regular  army ;  and  although  they  were  not 
able  to  reach  the  height  of  perfection  attained  by 
those  who  had  had  the  adyantage  of  continued 
training,  still  they  did  their  best  to  make  them- 
selres  as  nearly  proficient  as  possible.  Ho  hoped 
the  Council  would  not  thine  fit  to  refuse  this 
land,  which  had  been  already  granted  by  the  local 
authorities  as  being  a  suitable  proyision  for  this 
body,  which,  as  shown  by  the  figures  quoted  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  was  composed  of  consider- 
able numbers.  Those  who  had  had  experience  of 
the  matter  would  know  that  the  people  of  Otago 
had  always  displayed  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm 
and  ability  in  competing  successfully  not  only 
in  New  Zealand,  but  in  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
and  also  in  the  Home  country,  thus  proving  the 
proficiencn^  they  had  acquired  in  the  use  of 
arms.  There  were  a  large  number  of  Volunteers 
now  .banded  together  in  Otago,  who  gaye  up 
their  time  to  tms  most  useful  amusement.  It 
was  to  a  great  extent  a  useful  amusement,  and 
one  the  Legislature  should  encourage  in  eyery 
possible  way.  There  was  quite  enough  sacrifice 
demanded  of  the  Volunteers  by  the  dose  atten- 
tion they  paid  to  their  duties ;  and  he  thought 
that,  instead  of  attempting  to  throw  ridicule  on 
them,  the  Council  ought  to  encourage  the  moye- 
ment  as  far  as  they  possibly  could.  It  appeared 
that  the  proyisions  of  this  Bill  were  hedged  about 
yery  carefully  indeed  with  restrictions,  which 
would  prevent  any  improper  use  being  made  of 
the  lana  or  the  bmldings  erected  upon  it.  They 
had,  in  the  first  place,  a  proyision  that  build- 
ings  of  a  certain  value  should  be  erected ;  and  he 
was  sure  that  the  names  of  the  trustees,  many 
of  whom  were  personally  known  to  him,  were  a 
guarantee  that  the  buildings  whieAi  would  be 
erected,  instead  of  being  a  discredit  to  the  Volun- 
teers and  the  noble  city  of  Dunedin,  would  be  a 
great  credit  and  ornament.  Allusion  had  been 
made  to  the  granting  of  borrowing  powers; 
but  surely  they  would  grant  the  same  power 
for  the  erection  of  drill*  sheds  which  they 
were  granting  in  every  possible  direction  to 
Athensums.  Special  power  was  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  11th  clause  that  no  mort- 
gage would  be  given  admitting  of  the  power  of 
tale.  Therefon  there  was  no  fear  of  this  pro- 
perly passing  away  from  the  purposes  it  was 
originally  intended  for.  If  the  Volunteers  were 
able  to  borrow  sufficient  money  to  erect  a  suitable 
building,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  town, 
besides  beinja;  a  great  benefit  indeed  to  many 
young  men  hving  in  a  large  town  like  Dunedin. 
There  was  a  wise  and  a  useful  provision  which 
certainly  obviated  the  difficulties  suggested  by  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Brett  as  to  the  probable  dislMmd- 
ment  of  the  Volunteer  force.  He  might  take 
occasion  to  say  he  did  not  think  that  in  any  of 
their  lifetimes  would  that  be  witnessed,  whatever 
steps  might  be  taken  by  the  Legislature  in  the 
shape  even  of  abolishing  idl  money  payments. 
The  money  payments  they  now  received  were  as 
nothing.  They  did  not  touch  the  Volunteers' 
esi^iteses.    It  was  the  spirit  that  existed  in  the 


Volunteers,  and  the  interest  they  took  in  trainixig 
themselves  to  the  use  of  arms,  that  kept  the 
institution  alive ;  and  they  would  certainly  be 
prepared  to  do  such  service  as  might  be  required 
of  them,  if  occasion  ever  unfortunately  arose. 
Every  necessary  provision  was  contained  in  this 
Bill  m  the  event  of  the  Volunteers  ceasing  to 
exist — and  more  than  that,  in  the  event  of  t  neir 
ceasing  to  exist  as  an  efficient  body,  which  waa  a 
very  important  matter.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
every  possible  care  and  precaution  had  been  taken 
in  connection  with  thb  measure,  which  was  one 
he  would  most  heartily  support. 

•The  Hon.  Colonel  WmTMORB  said  it  ap- 
peared  to  him  that  the  principle  of  volunteering 
was  opposed  to  this  idea  of  assistance  for  building 
drill-sheds.  He  thought  that  in  England  these 
things  were  usually  done  by  the  Volunteers  them- 
selves. He  had  no  particular  objection  to  the 
principle  of  this  Bill.  If  it  was  really  intended 
that  this  land  should  bo  put  to  this  purpose  by 
the  people  who  previously  had  power  over  it,  he 
did  not  think  it  could  be  put  to  any  much  better 
purpose  than  to  be  given  to  the  Volunteers.  He 
wished  to  point  out  that  there  were  one  or  two 
things  in  the  Bill  which  were  a  little  doubtful. 
In  the  14th  clause,  he  found  that  there  were  seve- 
ral corps  of  Otago  Volunteers  mentioned.  He 
could  understand  one  or  two  of  these  corps  &lling 
below  the  standard  of  efficiency,  and  he  much 
doubted  whether  it  would  be  proper  that  only  one 
or  two  corps  should  take  advantage  of  this  pro- 
perty. Then  he  objected  to  the  reversion  of  this 
property  being  possessed  by  the  University  of 
Otago.  He  had  no  objection,  on  principle,  to 
giving  the  land  to  the  Museum;  but  the  Gk>- 
vemment  had  informed  them  that  they  intended 
to  deal  with  this  question  of  museums  and  pub- 
lic libraries  next  session,  and  the  Government 
was  undertaking  the  settlement  of  the  education 
question.  He  conceived  it  was  not  right  that 
tney  should  anticipate  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment, or  in  any  way  embarrass  it  by  vot- 
ing awards  of  this  kind  in  anticipation.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  well  to  reserve  the 
reversion  of  this  property  to  the  Crown,  and  hA 
would  like  to  strike  out  the  borrowing  clause, 
which  he  thought  had  a  tendency  to  destroy  that 
self-reliance  which  ought  to  be  a  feature  in  a 
Volunteer  corps;  and  he  was  not  quite  sure 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  provide  that,  in 
the  event  of  the  majority  of  the  corps  failing  in 
efficiency,  the  Governor  should  have  power  to 
resume  possession  of  the  property.  However,  he 
would  not  insist  upon  tnat.  If  the  honorable 
mover  would  reserve  the  reversion  to  the  Crown 
and  strike  out  the  borrowing  clause,  he  would 
support  the  Bill. 

*  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  would  not  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  he  entirely 
concurred  in  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  in  referenoe  to  the  reversion  of  this 
property.  He  thought  it  was  very  desirable  that, 
if  at  any  future  time  it  should  happen  that  the 
reserve  ^as  to  be  no  longer  used  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Volunteer  force,  the  Assembly  should  be 
allowed  to  express  an  opinion  at  least  as  to  the 
further  application  of  it.    fie  agreed  with  the 
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obseirations  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  with  respect 
to  the  Yolanteer  force  generallj  in  this  oolonj. 
He  knew  what  thej  wl  done  in  the  North, 
laUud,  and  he  regretted  the  reflections  which 
were  sometimes  mMe  on  the  force  as  a  whole  in 
the  CoondL  In  the  absence  of  a  Militia,  which 
would  probably  be  the  most  desirable  force  lor 
the  colony  if  organized  properly,  he  thoneht  that 
the  Volunteer  force  had  been  a  most  admirable 
institution,  certainly  to  his  own  knowledge  in  the 
North  Island.  His  objection  to  the  BiU  was  on 
the  general  ground.  He  thought  that  a  military 
force  ought  not  to  be  independent  of  those  who 
had  the  supreme  authority  oyer  it.  As  a  specu- 
lative question,  he  did  not  think  it  was  well  to 
put  a  body  of  Volunteers  in  a  position  of  inde- 
pendence, wluch  the  grantinff  of  a  yaluable  endow- 
ment like  this  would  place  them  in.  ODhe  public 
land  reserred  for  the  purposes  of  a  Volunteer 
corps  should  not  be  Tested  in  the  Volunteers 
thom^ehes.  In  all  respects,  being  a  military  force, 
they  ought  to  be  dependent  on  the  Crown  for  their 
support,  and  not  enjoying  large  endowmente  and 
revenues  for  themselTes.  It  might  be  that  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  of  Otago,  notwithstanding 
all  they  had  recently  heard,  was  of  the  highest 
standard  ;  but,  as  a  general  principle,  he  thought 
that  what  he  had  stated  would  probably  deserve 
some  little  consideration.  He  was  not  goin^  to 
oppose  the  Bill,  but  he  hoped  that  in  Committee 
useful  amendments  would  be  made. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  reply,  said  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  had  met  all  the  objections  made 
to  the  Bill.  The  Colonial  Secretarr  might  rest 
assured  of  this,  that  the  people  of  Otago  were  a 
loyal  and  law-abiding  people.  They  had  ffot  too 
much  common  sense  and  too  much  good  feeling 
to  do  anything  that  they  would  have  reason  to 
be  ashamed  of  at  any  future  period.  He  would 
only  say  that  it  was  an  unfortunate  circumstance 
as  regarded  the  Volunteers  that  they  were  not  in 
possession  of  this  land  long  ago.  It  was  a  mere 
accident  that  they  had  not  had  the  land  in  their 
possession  for  the  last  four  or  five  years ;  and  he 
thought,  when  they  took  that  into  consideration, 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  voting  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  Provided  it  was 
read  a  second  time,  he  would  communicate  with 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  matter,  and 
learn  what  alterations  they  would  be  willing  to 
consent  to. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  that  on  that 
understanding  he  would  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  to  permit  him  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn,  and  Bill  read 
a  second  time. 

WELLINGTON  HABBOUB  BOABD  BILL. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  one  that  differed 
in  its  circumstances  from  any  other  Bill  presented 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Council  having  the 
same  character  or  title.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  Bill 
which  proposed  to  carry  out  that  which  the 
Council  had  on  a  former  occasion  affirmed  to  be 
the  right  thing  to  do — namely,  to  vest  in  the 
Harbour  Board  constituted  by  this  Bill  land  now 


in  process  of  reclamation  in  front  of  the  harbour 
of  Wellington  at  this  end,  and  the  land  which 
was  still  under  the  water  at  the  other  end,  at 
present  vested  in  the  Corporation  of  Wellington. 
It  also  proposed  to  enable  the  Board  to  purdiase 
from  the  Corporation  of  Wellington  the  Queen's 
Wharf  and  the  Queen's  Warehouse,  and  for  these 
purposes  to  enable  them  to  borrow  £160,000. 
The  origin  of  this  Bill  was  a  conference  between 
a  deputation  consisting  of  members  from  the 
Wellington  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  City 
Council,  which  waited  on  the  then  Premier  urging 
upon  him  the  great  necessity  which  existed  for 
wharf  extension.  Any  one  who  had  seen  the 
state  of  the  wharf  in  this  harbour  within  the  last 
four  or  five  months  must  be  assured  that  that 
necessitr  existed.  Beferring  to  the  statistics,  ha 
found  that  the  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  inwards 
and  cleared  outwards  in  the  port  of  Wellington 
exceeded  that  in  any  other  port  of  the  colony, 
although  the  number  of  vessels  was  lower  than  m 
many  other  places,  showing  the  vessels  were  of 
large  tonnage,  and  necessarily  required  wharf  ac« 
commodation.  They  had  heard  of  vessels  being 
compelled  to  lie  two  deep  at  the  wharves  in 
other  harbours;  but  at  tne  Wellington  wharf 
it  must  have  been  observed  by  honorable  mem- 
bers that  vessels  were  compelled  to  lie  end  on, 
which  was  a  very  different  thing,  and  frequently 
steam  vessels  were  unable  to  allow  their  passengers 
to  land  at  the  wharf  on  account  of  the  space  being 
occupied  by  other  vessels.  Of  the  money  it  was 
proposed  to  give  authority  to  borrow,  a  sum  of 
£19,000  was  to  be  applied  to  wharf  extension. 
It  was  proposed  to  devote  the  rest  of  the  money 
to  the  payment  of  the  actual  expense  for  the 
reclamation  of  the  land,  it  being  understood  that 
the  Government  would  make  a  grant  of  this  land 
to  the  Board  without  any  such  payment  as  was 
proposed  to  be  made  by  the  Bill  which,  during 
last  session,  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Council.  So  that,  in  fact,  the  Harbour  Board 
was  to  acquire  the  land  now  in  process  of  recla- 
mation at  the  Thomdon  end  at  the  cost  of  such 
reclamation,  and  the  land  under  water  at  the 
other  end.  He  thoneht  that  land,  and  the  net 
income  of  £6,000  derived  from  the  Queen's 
Wharf  uid  Warehouse,  would  be  regarded  as 
thoroughly  good  security  for  the  money  proposed 
to  be  £>rrowed.  There  waa  one  provision  in  the 
Bill  which,  to  his  mind,  required  to  be  guarded, 
and  that  was  the  authority  given  to  the  Harbour 
Board  to  reclaim  any  land  which  misht  become 
vested  in  them.  He  wonld  certainly  propose, 
when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  to  insert  a  pro- 
vision qualifying  that  dause  to  this  extent :  that 
no  part  of  the  land  comprised  in  the  sehedule 
should  be  reclaimed  until  a  proper  system  of 
drainage  for  the  Te  Arc  district  had  been 
brought  into  force  —  until,  in  fact,  the  drainase 
of  that  part  of  the  town  had  been  thoroughly 
established.  He  could  conceive  nothing  more 
mischievous,  nothing  more  certain  to  create  a 
pestilence  in  that  part  of  the  town,  than  the 
reclamation  of  the  foreshore,  or  part  of  it,  before 
the  drainage  of  Te  Aro  had  been  thoroughly 
completed.  He  did  not  think  it  necessary  that 
he  should  go  furlher  into  this  Bill,  ezoept  to  si^. 
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that  it  had  the  sanction  of  the  G-oTemxnent,  and 
he  heliered  all  persons  who  had  been  oonsoltedi 
including  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Wel- 
lington, the  City  Council,  and  the  other  au- 
thorities, and  that  it  in  effect  carried  out  what 
the  Council  upon  a  former  occasion  decided 
should  be  done  in  these  cases  —  namelj,  that 
the  foreshores  of  harbours,  and  reclamations 
of  foreshores  of  harbours,  should  be  harbour 
endowments.  With  these  few  words  he  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  moved,  That  the 
Bill  be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

Question  put,  "That  the  motion  be  agreed 
to  ;"  upon  which  a  diyision  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ajes         8 

Noes         24 


ICi^ority  against ... 


21 


Atss. 

Mr.  Acland,  I  Lieut-Colonel  Eennj. 

Captain  Fraser,  | 

KOBB. 

Captain  Baillie,  Mr.  NgaUta, 

Mr.  Bonar,  Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Pharazjn, 

Br.  Grace,  Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  HaU,  Mr.  Rhodes, 

Mr.  Hart,  Major  Eiohmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  J.  Johnston,  Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Eohere,  Mr.  Russell, 

Mr.  Lahmann,  Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Mantell,  Mr.  Stokes, 

Mr.  Menzies,  Colonel  Whitmore. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  18.  —  Moneys    constituting    Harbour 
Fund. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  moved,  That 
subsection  6,  as  follows,  be  struck  out :  '<  Moneys 
received  by  way  of  loan  as  provided  by  this  Act.'' 
Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  oalled  for,  with  the  follo^^g 
result: — 

Ayes         9 

Noes         16 


Mi^rity  against . 

Mr.  Acland, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Dr.  Gbace, 

Mr.  Hall, 


Atz0. 

Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Dr.  Pollen. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Faterson, 


Noxs. 

Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Russell, 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Stokes, 

Colonel  Wldtmore. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  carried,  and 
the  subsection  erased. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  HART,  the 
CHAiXMAir  reported  progress. 

PATEA  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  ite  object  was  similar  to 
that  of  most  of  the  other  Harbour  Bills.  The 
Patea  River  was  the  only  outlet  for  a  district 
of  country  which  was  perhaps  the  most  fer- 
tile of  any  in  New  Zealand.  He  had  not  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  himself;  but  he  had 
heard  from  all  persons  who  had  seen  it  that 
it  was  not  surpassed  anywhere  in  New  Zea- 
land for  natural  fertility  and  ite  capacity  to  sup- 
port a  large  population.  The  only  outlet  by  sea 
at  present  was  the  River  Patea,  and  that  was  a 
very  unsatisfactory  one.  The  water  on  the  bar  of 
the  river  at  high  tide  would  onlv  admit  of  vessels 
entering  of  6  feet  draught  ox  water.  A  very 
small  steamer  had  been  plying  there,  and  she  had 
lately  been  lost.  The  ctistrict,  owing  to  this  oV 
stacle,  had  not  made  the  progress  in  settlement 
and  population  that  might  hsve  been  expected. 
The  £iiigineer-in-Chief,  Mr.  Carruthers,  had 
visited  the  locality  and  examined  the  river  and 
bar,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  at  a 
moderate  expense,  veir  considerable  improvement 
could  be  effected.  With  the  permission  of  the 
Council  he  would  read  a  few  words  from  the  re- 
port furnished  by  Mr.  Carruthers.    He  said, — 

"If  a  depth  of  8  feet  oould  be  maintained 
on  the  bar  at  Patea,  the  trade  of  the  district 
could  be  carried  on  directly  with  Wellington, 
Dunedin,  and  Nelson ;  thus  saving  at  least  25s.  a 
ton  for  freight,  while  live  stock  oould  be  shipped 
to  the  West  Coast  of  the  South  Island  at  a 
moderate  rate." 

After  inquiring  into  the  cireumstences,  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  that  could  be  done  by  re- 
moving a  dam  in  the  river  some  distance  from 
ite  mouth,  and  which  prevented  the  inflow  of 
the  tidal  water  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 
If  that  were  removed,  a  much  larger  quantity 
of  water  would  flow  into  the  river  at  the  flood 
tide,  and  scour  the  bar  at  the  ebb  to  such  an 
extent  as,  if  assisted  by  further  measures,  would 
increase  the  depth  of  vrater  on  the  bar  to  8  feet. 
Mr.  Carruthers  suggested  that  the  following  far- 
ther works  should  be  done : — 

"The  guiding  works  at  the  bar  would  consiat 
of  a  groin  composed  of  loose  rubble,  reaching  from 
the  cliff  at  the  boulder  bank,  for  a  distance  of  18 
chains ;  it  would  then  curve  nearly  at  right  angles 
for  2  chains.  The  top  of  the  grion  would  be 
brought  to  high  water  level,  and  would  be  20  feet 
wide  on  top.  The  seaward  slope  would  be  4 
to  1,  and  tiie  inner  slope  2  to  1.  The  cost  of 
this  ffroin  would  be  about  £4,000,  and  its  effect 
would  be  beneficial. 

"A  similar  groin,  30  chains  long,  from  the 
West  Head,  would  cost  about  £24,500,  and  would 
complete  the  works.  The  latter  need  not,  how- 
ever, be  undertaken  at  once,  until  the  effect  of 
the  earlier  eroin  is  known. 

"  The  rubble  would  be  composed  of  blocks  of 
volcanic  rook  brought  from  the  boulder  bank,  and 
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ooTered  with  a  pitching  of  the  lArgeet  blocks. 
Part  of  the  western  groin  will  have  to  be  formed 
of  concrete,  as  the  boulder  bank  will  not  furnish 
a  Bupplj  sufficient  for  the  whole  of  the  works." 

Therefore  the  onl^  real  risk  would  be  that  of  the 
risk  of  the  expenditure  of  £4,000,  with  the  pos- 
sibilttj  of  its  producing  the  satisfactoir  results 
which  Mr.  Carruthers  anticipated ;  and  looking 
to  the  professional  character  of  that  gentleman, 
ihey  might  assume  he  would  not  recommend  the 
expenditure  unless  there  was  a  tolerable  certaintj 
of  the  work  proving  successful.  The  Bill  pro- 
posed to  constitute  a  Harbour  Board  on  the  same 
footing  as  those  provided  in  other  Bills  which 
had  a&eady  been  before  them.  Those  features  to 
which  objection  had  been  taken,  namely,  what  his 
honorable  friend  tlie  Colonial  Secretary  called  the 
usual  borrowing  powers — and  he  must  admit  that 
borrowing  powers  in  a  Harbour  Bill  were  now 
expected  as  regularly  as  the  title— and  provision 
for  an  endowment,  were  also  containea  in  this 
Bill.  If  the  Council  should  extend  to  this  mea- 
sure the  objection  to  borrowing  powers  expressed 
in  "bther  cases,  he  would  not  ask  them  to  agree 
to  that  portion  of  the  Bill.  The  circumstances 
of  the  case,  howeter,  were  such  that  the  Harbour 
Board  would  have  no  means  by  which  it  could 
raise  revenue  to  carry  out  this  work,  and  would 
probably  be  able  to  do  little  or  nothing  unless 
the  Council  should  agree  to  the  land  being 
granted  as  an  endowment  which  was  specified 
in  the  schedule.  The  land  was  situated  in 
the  district.  It  was  not  a  large  block  of  land 
in  one  particular  spot,  but  consisted  of  a  num- 
ber of  different  sections  which  were  mentioned 
in  the  schedule,  and  which  were  partly  on  the 
Taranaki  side  of  Patea  and  partly  on  the  Wel- 
lington side,  and  some  being  town  sections  in 
Carlyle.  If  the  Board  were  placed  in  the  pos- 
session of  this  endowment,  it  would  be  able  to 
undertake  the  works  to  which  he  had  referred ; 
and  if  they  should  have  the  successful  result  that 
had  been  anticipated,  it  would  enable  the  trade 
of  Patea  to  be  carried  on  by  larger  vessels,  and 
thus  enable  the  district  to  trade  mrect  with  Wel- 
lington and  the  Middle  Island.  It  would  further 
enable  the  district  to  export  cattle,  which  consti- 
tuted a  considerable  portion  of  its  exports,  direct 
to  the  West  Coast  of  the  Middle  Island,  to  the 
peat  advantage  of  both  districts,  and  it  would 
Lead  to  the  increase  of  population  in  what  he  was 
assured  was  one  of  the  most  fertile,  and  which 
was  likely  to  be  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and 
prosperous,  districts  in  the  colony.  Under  those 
droumstanoes,  he  hoped  the  Council  would  agree 
to  this  Bill  being  read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  to  receive  there 
such  treatment  as  the  Committee  might  think  it 
fairly  deserved.  If  the  Council  dia  not  allow 
the  borrowing  powers,  he  hoped  that  at  any  rate 
they  would  not  refuse  to  grant  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  endowments  asked  for. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBB  confessed 
that  he  had  venr  great  sympathy  with  the  people 
of  the  Patea  district.  They  were  about  to  be 
made  to  bear  the  burdens  of  the  small  settlement 
round  New  Plymouth,  which  lUways  appeared  to 
him  to  oome  off  first-best  in  any  jtransaotion  in 
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which  it  was  interested ;  and  besides  that  district 
having  received  no  less  a  present  from  the  oolonv 
than  a  quarter  of  a  miUion  of  money,  which 
amounted  to  a  gift  of  £100  to  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  that  place,  it  had  the  singiUar  good 
foftune  of  bein^  allowed  to  undertake  a  brec^- 
water  there,  which  was  to  be  charged  on  the  Land 
Fund  of  the  province ;  and  if  the  proposal  had 
not  been  intercepted  the  other  day,  there  was  a 
State  prison  to  be  erected  at  New  Plymouth ;  and 
a  railway  T^as  being  begun  at  the  present  moment 
at  the  nkr  end  of  Uie  province,  in  the  vicini^  of 
the  knot  of  people  who  lived  round  New  Ply- 
mouth, and  who  exercised  so  much  influence  in 
this  country.  He  had  been  appealed  to  on  this 
very  point  by  several  of  his  comrades  in  arms 
who  were  settled  at  Patea,  and  who  were  amone 
the  best  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
also  by  some  settlers  in  the  province  to  which 
he  bdonged,  who  had  extended  their  affkirs 
by  buying  property  in  Patea,  and  who  wera 
looked  on  with  respect  there.  They  complained 
bitterly  that  the  whole  Land  Fund  of  the  pro- 
vince was  to  be  taken  to  be  thrown  into  the 
sea  by  being  expended  upon  a  breakwater  at 
New  Plymouth,  which  would  be  of  no  possible 
use  to  them.  They  said  that  the  Patea  Harbour 
was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  them,  and 
for  that  not  one  penny  could  they  get ;  and  they 
asked,  he  thought  not  unreasonably,  that  their 
little  harbour  and  the  small  sum  which  was  re- 
quired to  put  it  in  order  should  be  taken  out  of 
the  Land  Fund,  and  put  exactly  in  the  same  por- 
tion as  the  New  Plymouth  Breakwater.  They 
said  that,  of  the  25  per  cent,  of  the  Land  Fund 
allowed  for  the  New  Plymouth  Breakwater,  their 
harbour  oudit  to  have  a  part — say  6  out  of  26 
per  cent.  Considering  that  the  bulk  of  the  best 
land  was  in  the  Patea  district,  that  the  bulk  of 
the  stock  of  the  province  was  there,  and  con- 
sidering that  they  had  no  harbour  at  all,  he 
thought  theirs  was  not  at  all  an  unreasonable 
request.  He  was  very  sorry  that  he  was  obliged 
to  oppose  this  Bill  on  the  same  principle  that  he 
had  opposed  the  others.  But  he  hoped  that  the 
Qovemment  would  do  the  justice  to  the  Patea 
settlers  which  he  was  not  able  to  introduce  into 
this  Bill.  He  presumed  it  would  be  nUra  vireg 
for  the  Council  to  give  them  the  money  they 
asked  as  part  of  the  first  charge  upon  the  land 
revenue.  Their  proposal  in  point  or  fi»ct  differed 
very  little  from  the  proposal  contained  in  this 
Bill.  In  its  essence,  their  proposal  was  that  the 
cost  of  the  harbour  should  be  taken  out  of  the 
Land  Fund.  The  proposal  in  the  Bill  was  of 
course  to  take  land  out  of  the  Province  of 
Taranaki  for  the  purpose  of  the  Patea  BEar- 
bour.  But  it  would  be  more  reasonable,  petr- 
haps,  that  the  New  Plymouth  Breakwater  fund 
should  be  made  liable  to  a  small  extent  rather 
than  that  fresh  land  should  be  taken— 4^000  or 
5,000  acres,  as  was  proposed  in  the  Bill — ^for  the 
Patea  Harbour.  As  they  could  not  do  justice 
to  those  settlers,  he  saw  no  way  except  to  bring 
forward  a  resolution  in  the  Council  to  the  effect 
that  the  attention  of  the  Government  sboold  be 
called  to  the  cirenmstanoe  of  the  want  of  haibour 
accommodation  at  Patea.    The  people  of  that 
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di  strict  luid  a  right  to  be  considered  equally  with 
the  other  Taranaki  settlers  in  the  matter  of  har- 
bours. The  settlement  of  Patea  deserred  very 
great  consideration  from  the  Legblatore.  The 
settlers  there  had  undergone  yery  great  hardships 
in  the  war-time.  They  had  just  settled,  and  had 
not  had  time  to  acquire  any  means,  when  they 
were  driyen  out  by  the  war;  and  they  had  turned 
their  energies  to  work  to  such  good  purpose  since, 
and  had  made  so  much  progress  by  their  own  in- 
dustry, and  had  done  so  much  in  th&t  district, 
tha^he  thought  they  were  worthy  of  eyery  respect 
and  eyery  consideration ;  and  he  would  be  yery 
glad  indeed  if  the  honorable  gentleman  repre- 
senting the  Goyemment  would,  })efore  this  sub- 
ject was  dismissed,  intimate  to  him  that  some 
more  substantial  justice  was  likely  to  be  giyen  to 
these  settlers  than  was  contained  in  the  proposals 
of  this  Harbour  Board  Bill.  He  trusted  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  not  lose  sight  of  the 
remarks  he  had  made  on  this  subject;  for  the 
feeling  entertained  by  the  settlers  of  that  part  of 
the  country  as  to  the  iniustice  which  was  done 
to  them,  he  was  led  to  belieye,  was  exceedingly 
itrong. 

BiU  read  a  second  time. 

LAKE  FOBSYTH  NATIVE  BESEBVES 
BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Br.  POLLEN,  in  moyin^  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  explamed  by  the 
preamble.  It  had  been  promoted  hj  the  Froyin- 
cial  Goyemment  of  Canterbury,  to  cany  out  an 
arrangement  made  with  the  Natiyes  of  that  pro- 
yinoe  for  the  reseryation  of  this  laud,  ten  acres  in 
extent,  which,  owing  to  want  of  attention  some- 
where, was  allowed  to  lapse.  The  history  of  the 
reserye  was  this :  At  the  time  when  the  Native 
Land  Court,  in  1868,  was  sitting  in  the  Proyince  of 
Canterbury  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the 
^atiye  clums  in  the  South  Island,  there  was  a 
piece  of  land,  four  acres  in  extent,  on  the  north- 
em  side  of  Lake  Forsyth,  which  was  already  re- 
Beryed  for  the  Natiyes.  During  that  sitting  of 
the  Native  Land  Court  yeiy  considerable  addi- 
tions were  made  to  .the  lands  previously  reserved 
in  that  province  on  account  ot  the  Natives ;  and 
this  reserve  of  ten  acres  was  made  in  the  particu- 
lar locality,  on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  where  there 
had  been  an  old  pa,  on  oondition  that  the  four 
acres  already  reserved  should  no  longer  continue 
to  be  a  reserre,  but  be  handed  over  to  the  Govern- 
ment. The  necessary  recommendation  was  made 
by  the  Canterbury  Provincial  Government  to  the 
Colonial  Gh>yerament,  but  it  was  found  that  there 
was  not  then  power  to  deal  ynth  the  four  acres  as 
proposed,  and  thus  to  cany  out  the  arrangement ; 
the  question  was  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Canterbury  Government,  where, unfortunately, 
it  was  allowed  to  rest  until,  as  far  as  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Land  Office  were  concerned,  the  cir- 
cumstances were  entirely  lost  si^ht  of.  It  thus 
happened,  unfortunately,  that  this  particular  ten- 
acre  reserve  was  sold;  and  as  soon  as  it  was 
known  that  the  ssJe  had  taken  place,  and  that 
the  land  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  purchasers, 
the  Natives  natnrally  and  properly  made  their 
complaint  of  the  injustice  that  was  being  done  to 


them — ^not  intentionally,  but  inadvertently — and 
the  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  redress  that  injury. 
It  proposed  that  this  land  should  be  resumed, 
that  compensation  should  be  pud  to  the  boldera 
of  the  land,  and  that  the  charges  of  the  process 
should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  Pro- 
yince of  Canterbury.  He  moved  that  the  BiU  be 
read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  JOHNSON  did  not  in- 
tend to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
but  he  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  honor- 
able members  to  one  point  in  it.  The  8tli  c^uae 
stated, — 

"  Provided  always  that,  if  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  claiming  shall  not  recover  more  tnan 
any  sum  or  sums  which  shall  be  proved  to  liave 
been  offered  by  the  said  Saperintendent  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  payment  for  the  value  of  his 
or  their  estate  or  interest  in  such  land,  he  or  they 
as  the  case  may  be  shall  not  be  entitled  to  re- 
cover the  costs  of  such  inquiry  or  any  part 
thereof." 

He  disagreed  with  the  principle  therein  con- 
tained, and  he  hoped  that  that  proviso  would  be 
taken  out  of  the  IBill.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  ruling  authorities  had  been  cnilty  of  a^ 
oversight ;  but  the  fault  was  not  that  of  thoee 
who  were  already  in  possession  of  the  lands,  and 
therefore  their  interests  ought  to  be  respected. 
If  the  proviso  he  had  referred  to  were  allowed  to 
stand,  it  seemed  to  him  that  those  persons  would 
not  be  allowed  to  obtain  such  redress  as  they 
were  entitled  to.  When  the  BiU  came  into  Com- 
mittee, he  would  move  that  that  proviso  be  struck 
out. 

The  ]9:on.  Mr.  NGATATA  yras  entirely  satis- 
fied with  what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen  in  reference  to  this  matter.  The  quantity 
of  land  involved  was  only  about  ten  acrea,  and 
therefore  it  was  too  small  a  matter  to  waste  much 
time  in  talking  about  He  hoped  the  Bill  would 
be  passed. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that  the  Bill 
had  been  drafted  by  the  Provincial  Solicitor  of 
Canterbury.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  principle 
which  had  guided  the  Council  previously  in- deal- 
ing with  such  Bills  would  ^de  them  also  in 
this  case.  He  thoueht  that  it  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  promises  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  this  Bill  should  be  passed. 

BiU  read  a  second  time. 

WANGANTJI  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

This  BiU  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  20.  —  Moneys  constituting  Harbour 
Fund. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  subsection  6,  as  foUowa,  be  strack  out : 
"  Moneys  received  by  way  of  loan  as  provided  by 
this  Act." 

Question  put^  *^  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  caUed  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         ...  4 

Noes        17 


Minority  against  «•• 


18 
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Press  Telegrams, 
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Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 


Ats8. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Menzies, 
Dr.  Pollon. 


Mr.  Acland,  Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Bonar,  Mr.  Pateraon, 

Colonel  Brett,  Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Fharazyn, 

Captain  Fraser,  Mr.  Boblnson, 

Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Bussell, 

Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Stokes, 

Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny,     Colonel  Whiimore. 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  carried,  and 

the  subsection  struck  out. 

The  Bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  and 

the  third  reading  fixed  for  next  sitting  day. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half -past  ten  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  20/A  October,  1876. 

Second  lUadiaff— Pr«M  Telefframs— Ooiisolid*ted  Fund— 
Publio  Work!  BiU— Bluff  Harbour  Board  BUI— Fi- 
naooial  Arrangements  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbaxes  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

PBATEB0. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
The  Intestate  Natires  Succession  Bill. 

PRESS  TELEaRAMS. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  brought  up  the  foUowmg 
report  from  the  Press  Telegrams  Committee,  as 
follows : — 

"The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
and  report  to  the  House  what  facilities  can  be 
giren  to  newspapers  for  the  use  of  the  telegraph, 
consistently  with  a  due  regard  to  its  use  hj  the 
public,  and  without  eutaihog  au  undue  loss  of 
roTcnue,  beg  to  report  that  they  have  agreed  to 
the  following  resolution : — 

"  That  the  eyening  papers  be  allowed  to  send 
500  words,  at  evening  rates,  per  day  during  the 
next  three  months,  by  way  of  experiment,  learing 
it  to  the  discretion  of  the  GoTemment  to  con- 
tinue or  not  the  priTilege  at  the  end  of  that 
time." 

Ha  proposed  to  tay  a  few  words  in  reference 
to  the  report,  in  order  to  save  time.  At  pre- 
sent, evening  papers  were  permitted  to  send  500 
words  during  the  day  at  evening  rates,  but  that 
wat  only  wl^n  the  Assembly  was  in  session.  In 
ordinary  circumstances,  they  were  permitted  to 
receive  200  words,  and  400  words  when  a  foreign 
mail  arrived.  They  were  not  satisfied  with  that ; 
and  the  Committee,  who  had  gone  carefully  into 
the  matter,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  to  try 
an  experiment — that  500  words  miffht  be  trans- 
mitted at  evening  rates  during  three  months 
after  the  dose  of  the  sesuon ;  but  if  the  €K>vern- 
ment  found  that  this  interfered  very  much  with 
^  public,  or  with  the  revenue  of  the  departmenti 


they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  placing  the 
matter  in  its  original  position,  or  framing  some 
other  regulations  until  next  session  of  the  Assem- 
bly. He  would  not  move  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  but  would  inform  the  House  that  he,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  proposed  to  carry  out 
the  recommendation  of  the  report,  unless  honor- 
able members  felt  disposed  to  intervene  to  prevent 
that  being  done.  He  would  give  the  necessary 
instructions  after  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly  to 
have  the  plan  recommended  carried  out  for  throe 
months. 

Sir  G.  GREY  would  move.  That  the  privilege 
proposed  to  be  confecrod  upon  the  evening  papers 
last  until  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  so  as  not 
to  leave  Jtho  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  would  explain  to  the  House 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Lemon,  the  Bianager  and  Superintendent  of  Tele* 
graphs,  who  pointed  out,  ana  very  strongly  urged, 
that  much  inconvenience  to  the  publio  gene- 
rally would  be  caused,  and  a  loss  of  revenue,  by 
the  carrying  out  of  the  proposed  arrangement. 
Notwithstanding  that,  the  Committee  hM  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  try  it  for  three  months. 

Mr.  MANDERS  thought  that  the  explanation 
which  came  irom  the  Hon.  the  Postmastor-Ghmeral 
would  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  House.  He 
was  connected  with  an  evening  up-country  paper 
in  Otag^,  and  it  met  with  his  approval. 

Mr.  kEYNOLDS  said  that  he  was  a  mem« 
her  of  the  Committee,  and  was  opposed  to  adopt- 
ing the  course  proposed  in  the  report ;  but  the' 
minority  of  the  Committee  were  in  ^vour  of 
granting  certain  privilegee  to  the  evening  papers, 
it  would  therefore  be  well  fi>r  the  House  to  agree 
to  the  suggested  arrangement  being  continued 
until  next  session.  At  the  same  time,  he  felt  per- 
fectly satisfied  that,  when  Parliament  next  met,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  an  entire  alteration 
in  the  mode  in  which  the  Press  was  supplied  with 
telegrams.  It  was  shown  by  evidence  taken 
before  the  Committee  that  there  was  a  loss  of 
two-tenths  to  the  colony  on  every  Press  telegram 
sent.  He  did  not  think  that  the  Press  should  be 
put  in  BO  favourable  aposition  as  compared  witjh 
the  general  publio.  He  held  that  the  mercantile 
pubUc,  and  persons  in  bueiness  j^nerally,  might 
with  some  reason  put  in  a  claim  to  get  their 
telegrame  at  as  a  low  figure  as  the  Pms.  He 
beUeved  the  result  of  trying  this  experiment 
until  next  session  would  be  that  Press  tele^^rams, 
instead  of  being  allowed  to  remain  at  their  pre- 
sent rate,  would  be  charged  on  a  much  higher 
scale.  A  large  proportion  of  the  Committee 
were  connect^  with  the  Press,  and  of  ooorse 
they  took  very  good  care  to  look  after  the  inter* 
esto  of  the  Press. 

Mr.  JOYCE  must  say  for  himself  that,  al- 
though a  journalist,  he  haA  no  peonniavy  interest 
in  any  paper  published  in  the  colony.  It  was 
exceedingly  unfair  for  the  honorable  member  lor 
Port  Chalmers  to  make  such  accusations  as  be 
had  done  against  members  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  had  thrown  no  im- 
putation on  any  member  of  the  OommifctiWK    Be 
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merely  meant  that  their  Bymp^^thios  were  with 
the  Frees. 

Mr.  JOTOB  said  the  honorahle  memher  now 
used  the  word  "  sympathies,"  but  he  preTioaslj 
said  "  interests."  He  had  simply  to  repeat  what 
he  said  before ;  and  ^th  regard  to  the  remune- 
rative nature  of  the  telegraph  business,  he  mieht 
say  that  there  was  no  man  who  had  caused  a 
greater  loss  to  the  Telegraph  Department  than 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  during 
the  time  he  had  control  of  it.  That  honorable 
member  abused  the  privileges  of  his  position  to 
send  thousands  on  thousands  of  words  to  the 
Press, and  continnally  and  persistently  pveprivi- 
leges  to  that  section  of  the  Press  which  fell  in 
with  his  own  views.  The  honorable  member  did 
this  by  taking  care  to  transmit  during  the  nieht 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  words,  so  that  they 
could  be  published  in  the  morning ;  and  yet  he 
did  not  do  the  same  thing  to  those  journals  which 
were  published  in  the  evening.  He  (Mr.  Joyce) 
reoogniied  no  diiforenoe  between  the  two  sections 
of  the  Press.  If  it  was  desirable  to  give  certain 
ooncessions  to  one  portion,  the  same  concessions 
ihould  be  given  to  tiie  other. 

Mr.  BEYXOLDS  said  the  honorable  member 
had  made  serious  accusations  against  him,  and  he 
hoped  he  would  explain  what  he  meant.  The 
honorable  member  should  not  make  these  accusa- 
tions without  being  able  to  prove  them.  No 
doubt  he  referred  to  the  Abolition  Bill  and  the 
Local  Government  Bill,  which  were  telegraphed 
last  session  to  all  parts  of  the  colony.  He  might 
lay  that  those  Bills  were  telegraphed  to  both  l^e 
morning  and  evening  papers. 

Mr.  MONTGOMBRT  thought  it  was  unfortu- 
nate the  honorable  member  mr  Port  Ohalmers 
had  stated  that  those  members  of  the  Committee 
who  were  connected  with  the  Prase  were  swayed 
either  by  their  interests  or  their  sympathies.  Ho 
ventured  to  say  that  if  such  imputations  were 
thrown  out  against  members  of  Select  Com- 
mittees, the  business  of  that  House  would  not  be 
inducted  in  a  proper  manner.  He  had  risen 
principally  to  say.  that  the  recommendation  con- 
tained in  the  report  was  a  compromise  \  and 
having  been  agreed  to  by  a  great  majori^,  he 
hoped  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  allow  the 
matter  to  be  carried  out  as  suggested  by  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  BE£S  understood  the  honomble  member 
for  Port  Chalmen  to  state  that  out  of  every 
shilling  raoeived  by  tiie  Government  for  telegrams 
they  lost  twopence.  How  eould  that  be  P  Was 
it  lost  hy  a  derk  in  the  streets  or  in  the  offioe  P 
And  having  received  the  shilling,  how  eould  the 
Government  lose  twopenoe  of  it  P  >  Having  been 
Commissioner  of  Telegraphs  at  one  time,  no  doubt 
the  honorable  member  knew  something  about  the 
matter.  He  considered  this  a  most  suspicious 
eircumstanee,  coupled  with  the  antagonism  which 
the  honorable  member  proposed  to  set  up  against 
the  interests  of  the  evening  papen. 

Mr.  WHITAEER  explained  that  for  evei7 
telemm  which  cost  the  Government  a  shilling  to 
■eDd,  the^  only  received  from  the  Press  tenpenoe, 
•0  thafe  IMW  WM  a  lost  of  twopenoe  upon  eaoh. 


Mr.  BEES  must  say  that  there  was  a  oonfosioa 
of  ideas  between  the  memben  of  the  late  Minia^r 
and  the  members  of  the  present  Ministiyy  and. 
they  did  not  understand  the  foundation  upon 
which  they  stood.  In  relation  to  the  statement 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Wallace,  he  thought, 
if  there  was  any  foundation  for  that  statentient,  it 
was  a  most  serious  accusation.  If  the  Ghorem- 
ment  favoured  papen  which  &voured  them,  and 
acted  against  papers  which  wera  against  them,  it 
was  a  most  serious  matter,  and  showed  that  the 
Telegraph  Department,  as  other  departmenta  of 
the  Government,  was  being  used  for  political  pur- 
poses.  The  House  should  set  its  face  against 
anything  of  the  kind.  One  party  might  be  in 
power  to-day  and  another  to-morrow ;  and  if  one 
side  used  the  telegraph  for  political  paxpoaes, 
there  was  no  reason  why  the  other  side  ahould 
not  also.  The  House  should  see  that  no  depart- 
ment of  the  State,  no  officer  of  the  Gk>vemment, 
and  no  funds  Of  the  public  should  be  used  in  the 
slightest  degree  for  political  purposes— that  was 
to  say,  to  support  one  party  as  against  another. 
In  relation  to  the  Press  itself  he  might  eaj  that 
all  honorable  memben  felt  sympathy  for  it,  if 
thev  did  not  agree  with  individual  members  of  it, 
and  it  was  the  means  of  throwing  light  upon  all 

reral  subjects  that  wera  of  interest  to  the  pub- 
If  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikato  conferred  a  benefit  upon  any  portion 
of  the  Press,  he  was  sura  the  House  would  be 
very  glad  to  agree  to  it,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  for  extending  the  time  over  which  the 
experiments  should  be  tried,  should  not  be  ae- 
ceaed  to.  There  could  be  no  great  harm  in  try- 
ing the  experiment  for  nine  months  instead  of 
three  ;  and  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  would  have  this  advantage, 
that  it  would  not  put  into  the  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  continue  or  stop  the  proceeding  as 
they  chose.  The  less  the  House  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  the  better ;  and  the 
mora  it  took  into  its  own  hands,  the  more  would 
it  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  general  public 
The  less  power  given  to  the  6K»vemor,  the  Gover- 
nor in  douncil,  or  the  Executive,  to  make  any 
alteration  to  stop  or  to  extend  the  process  of  the 
laws,  the  better  for  every  one  concerned. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  explained  that,  although  he 
had  brought  up  the  report,  and  proposed  that  it 
should  be  acted  upon,  he  did  not  wisn  the  House 
to  undentand  that  the  report  represented  his 
views.  The  views  expressed  were  the  views  of 
the  majority  of  the  Committee,  and  therefore  he 
proposed  to  give  eifeet  to  them. 

Mf^or  ATKINSON  would  like  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  House 
hlid  instructed  the  Government  to  secure  eeo- 
nomy,  and  that  this  proposition,  if  carried,  would 
lead  to  a  loss  of  revenue.  If  the  House  left  no 
discretion  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  save  money  where  it 
might  be  done,  and  it  would  also  be  impossible 
for  the  Government  to  oome  down  next  seasion 
and  say  that  they  had  been  able  to  make  a  saving. 
This  was  a  matter  of  luxury.  No  doubt  it  was 
iwj  pleasant  to  have  monaixig and  evening papsni 
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bnt  the  House  must  understand  that  if  it  de- 
eired  this  luzunr,  the  oountiy  must  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  KBLLT  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
would  remind  the  6h>Temment  and  the  House 
that  one  way  in  which  a  sa?ing  might  be  made 
in  the  Telegraph  Department  would  be  that  the 
Government  should  give  instructions  to  the  heads 
of  departments  not  to  make  such  extensive  use  of 
the  telegraph  in  condaoting  departmental  busi- 
ness, when  letters  would  answer  the  purpose. 
The  lines  were  to  some  extent  obstructed  some- 
times by  the  sending  of  these  messages.  Ho 
knew  that  a  circular  had  been  sent,  some  years 
ago,  to  the  different  heads  of  departments  under 
the  Gh>Temment,  instructing  them  not  to  use  the^ 
telegraph  except  for  special  purposes;  and  it' 
woiud  be  as  well  to  remind  the  Qovernment  of 
that  fact,  so  that  the  instructions  might  again 
be  given.  In  that  respect  economy  might  be 
brought  about,  and  the  colony  itself  benefited. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  whether  the  Oovem- 
ment  could  give  any  reason  why  different  rates 
were  charged  to  the  morning  and  evening  papers? 
There  mi^t  be  some  explanation,  but  it  appeared 
to  him  tlukt  a  great  deal  of  the  present  discussion 
had  arisen  out  of  the  £ict  that  a  difference  was 
made.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  know  why  there 
should  be  any  distinction.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  G-ovemment  assumed  that  the  morn- 
ing paners  wei«  more  serviceable  to  the  country 
than  the  evening  papers ;  but  whatever  the  rsa- 
Bon  was,  he  would  like  to  hare  some  explanation 
of  it 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Timaru  and  other  honorable  members  were 
not  present  when  the  discussion  bmn.  If  they 
had  oeen,  they  would  have  faiown  what  the  actual 
Ihets  of  the  case  were.  They  were  these :  Be- 
tween five  o'clook  in  the  afternoon  and  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening  all  the  papers  were  placed 
on  the  same  footing,  and  received  their  telegrams 
exactly  at  the  same  price.  The  reason  for  trans- 
mitting telegrams  at  a  lower  rate  during  those 
hours  was,  Uiat  the  pressure  of  the  business  of 
the  day  was  past ;  the  mercantile  portion  of  the 
community  had  sent  their  telegrams,  and  the 
lines  were  comparatively  idle.  But  the  evening 
papers  were  published  before  five  o'clock,  and  it 
aia  not  suit  them  to  take  telegrams  after  that 
boar.'  It  was  arranged  that  they  should  receive 
900  words  at  any  time  during  the  day  at  evening 
rates,  a  privilege  whteh  was  not  allowed  to  the 
morning  papers,  and  the  number  was  increased  to 
40O  upon  the  arrival  of  an  English  or  Australian 
fliai].  In  addition  to  that,  another  concession 
was  made  to  the  evening  papers,  by  whieh  they 
received  600  words  during  the  day  while  the 
Assembly  was  sitting. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  expressed  himself  as  quite 
satisfied  with  the  honorable  gentleman's  explana- 
tion. 

Motion  negatived. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND. 
On  the  Order  of  the  day  being  called  on  ft»r 
going  into  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  con- 
sider the  following  resolution,  Tliat  the  Colonial 
TrttMvaet  be  anthonMd  to  advance  the  siim  of 


£50,000  out  of  any  money  standing  to  the  credit 
of  the  Public  Works  Account  or  of  the  Defence 
Loan  Account,  in  aid  of  the  Consolidated  Fund ; 
such  advance  to  be  in  addition  to  the  advances 
authorized  to  be  made  by  the  14th  section  of 
"The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1876,"  but  to  be 
otherwise  subject  to  the  provisiooa  of  the  said 
section, 

Mr.  REES  said, — ^I  hope  the  House  will  con- 
sider this  matter  before  agreeing  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee. The  House  is,  pernaps,  already  aware  that 
the  Treasurer  has  power  lo  have  an  advance  of 
£160,000  made  from  the  Public  Works  Fund  to 
the  Consolidated  Fund.  It  was  now  asked  that 
another  £50,000  may  be  advanced  from  borrowed 
money  to  the  Consolidated  Fund.  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  agree  to  anything  of  the  sort.  If 
a  sum  of  £200,000  is  to  l>e  taken  from  borrowed 
money  for  the  purpose  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  if  the  Government  have '  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  the  position  in  which  their  finances 
stand,  or  what  the  state  of  their  finances  is  likely 
to  be,  can  they  say  that  the  finances  will  be  able 
to  repay  that  money  without  the  issue  of  Trea- 
sury Dills  ?  I  hope  the  House  will  consider  this 
before  it  goes  into  Committee.  I  do  not  know 
for  what  purpose  the  Gk>vemment  require  anv 
advance  from  borrowed  money  to  the  Consoh- 
dated  Fund.  Seeing  that  power  has  been  already 
given  for  an  advance  of  £150,000,  the  House 
should  consider  whether  it  should  go  into  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  advancinff  an  additional 
£50,000  to  be  paid  out  of  borrowed  money  to  the 
Consolidated  Fund.  The  Consolidated  Fund 
should  be  able  to  make  its  receipts  balanoe  its 
expendituxe. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  merely  wish  to  say  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  not  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  finances  of  the  colony.  The  statement 
he  has  made  now  must  satisfy  honorable  gentle- 
men that  he  is  utterly  ignorant  of  what  he  is 
talking  about.  As  to  whether  or  not  I  know  any- 
thing of  the  finances,  I  will  leave  the  House 
to  judge,  and  I  shall  be  satisfied  to  abide  by  its 
judgment.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  not 
aware  of  what  is  customary  in  these  matters.  It 
is  customary  to  make  in  Committee  the  state- 
ment, explaining  the  reasons  for  bringing  forward 
such  a  resolution  as  this ;  and  unless  the  House 
intimates  that  it  is  desirable  that  I  should  make 
the  statement  before  going  into  Committee,  I 
shall  reserve  my  statement  until  the  House  is  iu 
Committee. 

Mr.  BARFF.— I  should  like  to  know  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  this  resolution,  if  carried  P 
The  Premier  states  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East  knows  nothing  of  finance. 
It  may  be  possible  that  other  honoraUe  membexv 
know  nothing  of  finance ;  and  for  that  reason  it  is 
advisable  that,  in  oases  of  this  kind,  the  €K»vem- 
ment  should  give  some  explanation.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  tlutt  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land OHj  East  knows  anything  of  finance  j  but 
the  Premier  to  a  oertain  extent  wishes  to  justify 
himself  by  repeating  words  he  before  used  re- 
garding that  honorable  gentleman.  It  should  be 
recollected  that,  durinv  the  present  session,  there 
was  a  gfvat  fight  made  agatnst  the  honorable 
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member  for  Auckland  City  East  being  placed  on 
the  Public  Accounts  Commilt-ee.  I  think  if  there 
is  one  thing  more  than  another  which  showed 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  knew  something  of 
public  accounts,  it  was  the  fear  of  the  G-oTcrn- 
ment  and  their  supporters  that  he  should  be 
placed  in  a  position  of  being  able  to  call  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  to  throw  some  light  on  the  some- 
what foggj  accounts  of  the  oolony  at  the  present 
time.  The  struggle  that  then  took  place  plainly 
showed  that  they  felt  the  honorable  gentleman 
did  know  somethinff  about  accounts.  I  think, 
before  going  into  Committee,  we  should  hear 
some  reason  for  doing  so,  and  also  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  carrying  this  resolution. 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  desire  to  make  a  brief 
explanation,  as  I  do  not  expect  the  Oommittee  to 
pass  a  resolution  of  this  sort  without  some  reason 
for  90  doing  beinf  giren.  Honorable  members 
are  aware  tlmt,  under  "The  Public  Be?enues  Act, 
1875,"  there  is  power  to  transfer  from  the  Public 
Works  Account,  as  an  aid  to  rsTenue,  £150,000, 
in  lieu  of  issuing  deficiency  bills  for  that  amount. 
This  is,  I  think,  a  most  res^onable  provision,  to 
enable  expenditure  to  be  met  while  consolidated 
revenue  is  being  collected ;  for  any  balance  to  the 
credit  of  the  Public  Works  Account  yields  to  the 
GK)yemment  a  less  rate  of  interest  than  would 
have  to  be  paid  upon  amounts  raised  by  deficiency 
bills.  Up  to  last  session,-  no  such  power  existea. 
There  was  only  authority  to  raise  £100,000  by 
deficiency  bills ;  and  that  had  now  been  found 
insufficient.  The  Act  of  1875  contained  more 
stringent  provisions  than  had  before  existed.  In 
particular,  that  Act  made  it  necessary  that  all 
payments  for  interest  in  London  shoiud,  on  the 
day  they  were  due  there,  be  brought  to  account 
in  the  books  of  the  Treasury.  Prior  to  the  Act 
of  1875,  such  sums  were  not  brought  to  account 
here  until,  in  ordinaxy  course,  information  of  the 
payments  having  been  made  was  received  from 
London.  There  was  thus  always  an  interval  of 
three  months  between  makiuff  payment  and 
bringing  the  amount  to  credit.  The  Act  of  1875 
does  away  with  the  interval ;  and  that  is  one  of 
the  principal  reasons  why  the  limit  of  £150,000, 
fixed  by  the  Act,  has  been  found,  in  practice,  to 
be  insufficient  to  afibrd  a  proper  working  balance. 
As  a  rule,  the  amount  of  consolidated  revenue 
received  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  financial 
year  is  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  total  receipts 
for  the  year ;  and  for  the  quarter  ended  on  the 
30th  ult.  the  receipts  have  been  more  than 
£50,000  less  than  a  fourth  of  the  total  estimated 
receipts  for  the  current  year.  Not  only  has  that 
been  so,  but  the  amount  paid  as  interest  during 
the  quarter  is  £400,000,  which  is  £100,000  more 
than  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  year's  interest. 
There  are  other  items,  both  of  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure, which  specially  affect  the  working 
balance  durmg  the  first  quarter  of  the  year ;  and, 
in  fact,  the  smaller  proportion  of  revenue  re- 
ceived, and  the  larger  proportion  of  interest  paid, 
during  the  quarter  just  ended,  have  more  than 
absorbed  the  £150,000  of  aid  authorixed  by  the 
Act  of  1875.  Such  are  the  reasons  why  it  has 
been  found  neoetsaxy  to  submit  the  resolution 


now  before  the  Oommittee.  1  desire  to  say  ' 
the  fisot  I  have  stated  as  to  the  revenue  for  the 
quarter  does  not  afford  ground  for  supposing  that 
the  year's  revenue  will  not  equal  the  estimate  of 
it.  1  know  that  it  has  been  a  question  with  some 
honorable  gentlemen  whether  it  as  advisable  to 
allow  money  to  be  temporarily  taken  from  the 
Public  Works  Account  in  aid  of  revenue ;  bat, 
after  discussion,  the  House  and  the  Qovemment 
thought,  last  session,  that  it  would  not  be  desir- 
able we  should  issue  Treasury  bills  while  there 
was  an  available  balance  to  the  credit  of  that 
account ;  and  it  was  agreed  that,  under  the  strin- 
gent restrictions  of  the  Act,  a  portion  of  thafe 
balance  might  properly  be  so  used.  I  have  ex- . 
plained  why  the  amount  provided  for  last  year 
nas  been  found  to  be  not  sufficient ;  and  I  hope 
that  the  Oommittee  will  be  able  to  agree  to  tne 
resolution  I  have  proposed. 

Mr.  MONT(K>MEBT.— I  think  the  honorable 
ffentleman  is  in  error  in  saying  that  £50,000  lesa 
IS  collected  in  the  first  quarter  than  in  other 
quarters. 

Major  ATKINSON.— As  a  matter  of  &ct,  in 
the  first  quarter  of  this  year  the  revenue  was 
£50,000  less  than  had  been  estimated. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBT.  —  I  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  say  it  was  usuaL 

Major  ATKINSON.— Tes.  The  first  quarter 
is  usually  less  than  the  others,  but  not  to  that 
amount. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY.— I  would  call  attention 
to  the  Customs  revenue  of  the  two  previous  years. 
I  see  that  the  receipts  for  the  September  quarter, 
1874-76,  were  £311,681 ;  and  for  the  next  quarter, 
£292,758.  In  point  of  fact,  there  was  a  consider* 
able  falling  off  m  the  second  quarter.  That  was 
also  the  case  in  1875-76.  The  first  quarUr's 
receipts  were  £312,472,  and  the  second  quarter's, 
£303,608.  So  that  instead  of  there  being  any 
increase  in  the  second  quarter,  there  was  a  mlling 
off*  in  1874-75  of  £19,000,  and  in  1876-76, 
£12,000.  I  do  think  that  bears  out  the  honorable 
gentleman's  statement. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Ton  wiU  find  that  the 
later  quarters  are  very  much  better. 

3ir.  MONTGOMEBT.— The  Customs  revenue 
for  the  September  quarter  1874-75  was  £311,631, 
and  for  the  June  quarter  £298,864.  In  1875-76, 
the  September  quarter  was  £312,472,  and  the 
June  quarter  £291,489.  .  I  have  not  seen  whether 
there  is  any  fiiUing  off  in  the  stamp  receipts ;  but 
I  do  not  suppose  there  is  a  falling  off  in  one 
quarter  more  than  in  another.  The  Customs 
revenue  does  not  bear  out  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's statement.  As  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
subject,  I  do  not  understand  the  necessity  fat 
getting  this  extra  power,  and  I  would  like  some 
more  information. 

Mr.  LABNAOH.— I  wiU  ask  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  whether,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  usual 
that,  when  there  is  a  falling  off  of  £50,000  in  the 
revenue  in  the  first  quarter,  the  whole  year  comes 
up  to  the  estimate?  Am  I  right  in  my  conclu- 
sion ?  That  is  what  I  understood  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  convey. 

BCaior  ATKINSON.>-No ;  I  am  afraid  not. 

Mr.  STKYENS.— I  would  like  to  take  thi^ 
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opportanity  of  calling  attention  to  the  14th 
clause  of  "The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1875." 
The  power  given  bv  the  Act  of  1867  was  to  issue 
deficiency  bills  to  the  extent  of  £60,000.  In  1871, 
that  power  was  extended  to  £100,000.  By  clause 
14  of  "  The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1875/'  power 
was  given  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  make 
advances  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  out  of  money 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Public  Works  Ac- 
count;  and  it  was  provided  that  the  advances 
should  be  repaid  within  ninety  days,  and  the 
amount  did  not  exceed  £150,000.  As  X  read 
clause  \4ty  it  is  intended  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  save  interest  by  borrowing  from  the 
Public  Works  Aocoudt  instead  of  borrowing  upon 
deficiency  bills  issued  in  aid  of  revenue,  and  that, 
of  course,  is  a  perfectly  reasonable  proposition. 
But  there  ought  to  be  some  harmony  between  the 
amounts.  There  is  no  question,  I  believe,  as  to 
the  power  to  issue  deficiency  bills  in  aid  of  the 
consolidated  revenue,  the  limit  being  fixed  bv 
the  Act  of  1878  at  £100,000.  Section  14  of 
"The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1875,"  gives  power 
to  raise  £150,000.  It  appears  to  me  that, 
if  this  power  were  exercised  shortly  before 
the  end  of  the  financial  year.  Parliament,  on 
meeting,  might  find  that  it  had  virtually  given, 
by  this  clause,  power  to  issue  deficiency  buls  to 
the  amount  of  £50,000  more  than  was  contem- 
plated by  the  Act  of  1873.  I  think  that  point  is 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  honorable  members. 
This  year,  however,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has 
already  exercised  or  is  about  to  exercise  the 
power  to  the  extent  of  £100,000,  and  he  proposes 
now  to  supplement  it  by  £50,000.  Thus,  Uie 
power  would  be  extinguished,  and  no  harm  arise, 
because  it  is  provided  that  the  whole  shall  be 
paid  within  ninety  days.  A  case  might  arise  in 
which  the  Treasurer  did  not  find  it  necessary  to 
exercise  that  power  at  all  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  year,  but  he  might  find  it  necessary  to  exer- 
cise it  immediately  before  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  and  then  the  total  amount  might  be 
much  more  than  was  intended  by  the  Act  of 
1878. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  ask  for  authority  by  Act  to  issue 
deficiency  bills  for  the  amount  of  £200,000; 
and  this  resolution  is  simply  a  preparatorr  step. 
I  shall  ask  for  alternative  auUiority  either  to 
issue  Treasury  bills  for  £200,000  or  to  take  it  out 
of  loan. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— The  honorable  member  re- 
cognizee that  the  two  sums  must  harmonize. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  RE£S.— I  find,  on  referring  to  Table  H  of 
the  Financial  Statement  of  last  year,  that  in  the 
year  1869-70,  the  Customs  revenue  for  the  June 
and  September  quarters  was  more  than  for  the 
other  two  quarters:  in  1870-71,  they  were  the 
highest  in  the  year ;  in  1871-72,  they  were  £2,000 
less;  in  1872-78,  they  were  £14,000  more;  in 
1873-74,  the^  were  £40,000  less ;  and  in  1874-75, 
they  were  ugher  than  the  other  two  quarters. 
Thus,  in  three  years  these  quarters  were  together 
higher  than  the  other  two,  and  in  three  years 
lower.  I  should  like  to  know  on  what  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  bases  his  statement;  and  I 


hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will  be  kind  enough 
to  show  us.  The  stamp  duties,  which  form  a 
large  item  of  receipts,  cannot  vary  very  much. 

Mr.  TRIBE.— I  think  that  an  explanation  is 
required  about  this.  I  am  not  quite  sure  I  am 
right,  but  I  believe  that  at  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year  every  shilling  to  credit  in  any  Custom 
House  in  the  colony  is  remitted  by  telegraphic 
order  to  Wellington,  and  brought  to  book.  It  is 
not  taken  into  account  in  the  next  quarter,  and 
consequently  the  amount  available  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government  is  so  much  the  less ;  but  that 
does  not  happen  in  any  other  quarter. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  part  of  the  ex- 
planation why  at  the  commencement  of  the  first 
quarter  you  have  not  money  in  hand  to  pay  the 
expenditure.  A  whole  week's  revenue  has  not 
been  received  in  Wellington,  but  is  in  the  banks 
all  over  the  colony,  and  we  are  behind  in  the 
books  here,  upon  which  the  Auditors  act.  With 
regard  to  Table  H,  honorable  members  will  see 
that  in  the  majority  of  years  the  Customs  re- 
ceipts are  less  in  the  first  quarter  than  in  the 
others.  I  may  say  I  have  consulted  very  carefully 
with  the  officers  of  the  Customs  as  to  this  matter, 
and  they  see  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  receipts 
for  the  year  will  fall  short  of  the  estimate  oy 
more  than  a  few  thousand  pounds,  if  at  all. 

Mr.  REES.— I  understand  that  in  the  first 
quarter  there  is  a  loss  of  one  week's  receipts  as 
compared  with  other  quarters — that  is,  one-thir- 
teenth of  the  receipts ;  but  that  would  not  make 
a  difference  of  between  £50,000  and  £60,000. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  not  quite. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERT.-^Is  not  the  week  that 
would  be  short  at  the  end  of  the  September 
quarter  to  be  made  up  by  the  receipts  at  the  end 
of  the  June  quarter ;  so  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
there  is  in  the  September  quarter  as  much  money 
in  the  Treasury  as  in  the  J  une  quarter  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  because  the  receipts 
in  the  June  quarter  do  not  run  on  into  the  next 
year.  The  accounts  are  adjusted  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  We  gain  a  week  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
which  we  lose  in  all  the  other  quarters. 

Mr.  KBES. — ^The  position  is  this,  I  presume : 
that  the  last  week  of  the  September  Quarter  is 
not  counted  to  September  but  to  the  December 
quarter.  Then  the  last  week  of  December  is 
counted  to  the  March  quarter,  and  the  last  week 
of  March  to  the  June  quarter,  which  also  is 
credited  with  its  own  last^week ;  so  that  it  gives 
the  advantage  of  a  weak. 

Mr.  MURRAT.— It  is  very  evident  that  the 
House  is  able  to  give  information  which  the  Gh>- 
vemment  does  not  itself  possess.  This  seems  to 
be  an  admission  of  tbe  fact  stated  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Akaroa,  that  the  actual  Customs 
revenue  would  not  equal  the  estimate  of  the  Qto- 
vemment.  Even  according  to  their  own  showing, 
that  the  £30,000  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  next 
quarter  is  not  taken  into  the  calculation,  there 
is  still  a  deficiency  of  more  than  £50,000  on  the 
quarter.    That  shows  there  is  a  falling  off. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Not  according  to  my 
statement. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  £50,000. 
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Taking  the  £80,000  of  credit  £rom  that  amount, 
it  leaves  a  falling  off  of  £20,000  in  the  revenue. 
With  regard  to  this  £50,000  that  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  take,  in  addition  to  the  £150,000  sanc- 
tioned hj  clause  14  of  the  Public  Bevenues  Act, 
I  may  say  we  are  now  having  the  beginning 
of  that  system  of  drawing  on  Uie  future  which 
has  been  predicted.  Treasury  bills  are  now 
insufficient,  and  we  are  obliged  to  draw  upon 
the  consolidated  debt  of  the  colony  to  meet  our 
present  engagements,  and  to  pay  interest  on  our 
loans.  It  will  have  a  very  pernicious  effect  upon 
the  credit  of  the  colony  at  Home,  now  that  we 
are  about  to  raise  more  loans,  when  it  is  known 
that  we  are  obliged  to  draw  upon  our  consolidated 
debt  to  pav  interest  upon  the  loans  themselves. 
This  added  £50,000  will  require  to  be  repaid,  in 
accordance  with  the  Pubbo  Revenues  Act,  in 
ninety  days ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  the  revenue  to  meet  that  charge. 
There  will,  therefore,  be  a  necessity  to  issue  more 
Treasury  bills.  The  honorable  gentleman  must 
remember  that  he  has  not  got  an  inexhaustible 
fund  in  these  loans.  If  honorable  members  will 
look  at  the  figures  in  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment, and  the  two  Financial  Statements,  they 
will  find  that  taking  the  provincial  liabilities, 
£750,000,  and  other  charges,  there  will  actually 
be  to  meet  present  engagements  and  liabilities — 
even  supposing  the  whole  of  the  guaranteed 
loan  of  £800,000  is  exhausted--a  deficiency  of 
£190,000.  That  is  allowing,  also,  that  the 
£246,000  of  doubtful  provincial  assets  are  taken 
into  account.  I  suppose  these  £246,000  will  be 
made  a  first  charge  upon  the  £750,000  of  provin- 
cial liabilities.  K  so,  then  the  £50,000  advanced 
to  the  Thames  Pumping  Association  will  be  re- 
covered from  Auckland ;  but  I  doubt  if  the  pro- 
vince is  really  liable,  because  it  was  only  a  col- 
lateral security.  Even  if  it  were  liable,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  fiair  to  charge  the  debts 
of  a  private  corporation  upon  any  section  of  the 
colony.  ^  This,  then,  is  only  the  commencement 
of  drawing  upon  the  oonsoUdated  debt,  when  we 
find  our  revenue  is  insufficient  to  meet  our  ordi- 
nary char^. 

Kr.  HuNTEB.— The  honorable  member  for- 
gets that  there  was  a  statement  made  to  the 
House  the  other  evening  showing  the  actual  re- 
ceipts of  last  quarter  as  contrasted  with  the  cor- 
responding quarter  of  the  previous  year.  The 
Commissioner  of  Customs  nad  to  the  House  a 
statement  showing  that  the  Customs  revenue  for 
the  September  quarter,  1875,  was  £812,000,  and 
for  the  last  quarter  £807,000,  or  a  deficiency  of 
something  like  £5,000.  If  the  estimates  for  the 
whole  year  are  taken,  and  supposing  the  Customs 
receipts  of  the  other  three  quarters  equalled  those 
of  last  quarter,  there  would  be  a  surplus  at  the 
end  of  the  year  of  £5,000  above  the  estimate  of 
the  Premier.  That  was  made  clear  and  intelli- 
gible to  honorable  members.  I  think,  therefore, 
the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  was  not  right  in 
his  statement  that  there  was  a  falling  off  to  any 
material  extent  in  the  Customs  revenue. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— The  Premier  says  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  HUNTBR.- 1  am   stating   faoU  which 


were  placed  before  this  House,  and  any  honorable 
member  who  adds  the  figures  up  and  multlplie* 
them  by  four  will  see  what  the  Customs  revenue 
for  the  year  will  probably  be.  My  object  is  to  show 
that  the  revenue  has  not  fallen  off  in  any  material 
degree  ;  and  if  honorable  members  will  look  into 
these  figures  they  will  see  that  it  is  as  I  have 
stated.  One  speaks  at  a  disadvantage  on  a  sub- 
ject like  this  if  one  has  not  the  figures  to  refer  to; 
but  I  had  a  memorandum  at  the  time  I  spoke 
before,  and  no  doubt  the  figures  will  appear  in 
due  course  in  Mansard,  Speaking  from  memory 
now,  I  think  it  was  shown  that  although  the 
receipts  last  quarter  were  £5,000  less  than  those 
of  the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  year,  they 
were  equal  to  the  average  of  the  eight  preceding 
corresponding  quarters.  With  regard  to  the 
other  matter,  I  may  say  that  I,  in  common  with 
many  other  honorable  gentlemen,  have  long 
thought  it  would  be  mum  more  convenient  for 
the  Government  and  the  Legislature  if  the  finan- 
cial year  ended  on  the  81st  March  instead  of  the 
80th  June.  If  the  acoounts  were  closed  on  tihe 
81st  March,  a  calculation  might  be  made  for  one 
year  of  the  probable  receipts  and  expenditure  for 
the  ensuing  three  months,  and  the  acoounts  could 
be  brought  down  in  a  complete  state  at  an  earlier 
period  than  they  are  now.  Having  to  make  the 
Financial  Statement  early  in  the  month  of  July, 
without  complete  accounts,  is  very  embarrassing 
to  the  Ghovemment  and  to  the  permanent  officers, 
and  does  not  tend  to  hasten  business.  The  ex- 
periment might,  I  think,  be  made  for  one  year, 
and  I  believe  the  result  would  be  that  the 
Financial  Statement  could  be  made  at  an  earlier 
period,  and  the  accounts  brought  down  even  in 
a  more  clear  and  intelligible  form  than  they  are 
at  present.  I  have  thought  of  mentioning  this 
matter  before,  but  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so.  The  present  seems  a  fitting  oppor- 
tunity, and  I  hope  the  GKrvemment  will  take  the 
matter  into  their  consideration. 

Mr.  RBES. — ^I  understood  the  Premier  to  say 
that  the  last  quarter's  receipts  were  from  £50,000 
to  £60,000  under  the  estimate. 

Major  ATKINSON.- Yes;  but  not  the  Cus- 
toms receipts. 

Mr.  RkES.— Of  course.  The  whole  receipts 
of  consolidated  revenue,  and  that  was  what  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce  alluded  to.  He  did 
not  allude  merely  to  the  Customs  revenue,  but 
to  the  whole  revenue.  I  do  not  think  it  wiH 
be  found  that  the  general  receipts  for  the  Sep- 
.tember  quarter  are,  as  a  rule,  behind  the  other 
quarters,  or,  at  any  rate,  they  are  very  little 
behind.  Last  year,  they  were  slightly  behind  ; 
in  1874-75,  they  were  considerably  in  advance  of 
two  other  quarters ;  and  two  years  before,  they 
were  slightlv  in  advance  of  two  other  quarters. 
I  would  ask  the  Premier  if  he  would  be  kind 
enough  to  state  the  gross  amount  of  receipts  for 
the  £ptember  quarter,  including  stamps,  postage, 
telegraph,  judicial,  and  others,  but  not  includmg 
reoovenes. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  aooounto  are  not  yet 
made  up,  or  I  would  do  so.  It  is  only  the  Cus- 
toms receipts  that  are  made  up.  The  honorable 
member  must  understand  that  when  we  say  the 
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reTenue  ie  estimated  at  bo  much,  the  estimate  is 
for  the  whole  year.  At  any  time,  we  may  not  get 
in  the  fall  amount  expected  for  that  period  of 
the  year,  hut  the  estimate  is  on  the  whole  year. 
Of  oourse,  the  Go?emment  can  only  be  suided  by 
the  statements  of  the  departmental  officers,  that 
they  see  no  reason,  beotuse  the  reyenue  does 
not  come  in  to  the  fall  extent  in  any  particular 
quarter,  why  there  will  be  a  fSetlling  off  on  the 
whole  year.  Taking  my  estimate  of  the  Cus- 
toms reyenue  for  the  whole  year,  £1,240,000,  the 
receipts  in  the  September  quarter  should  ha?e 
been  £310,000,  but  they  were  actually  £308,000. 
That  includes  tbe  last  week  of  September.  I  am 
informed  by  the  other  departments  that  they  see 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  tbe  reyenue  will  fall 
under  tbe  estimate  for  the  year,  whateyer  it  may 
be  for  a  particular  quarter.  But  what  I  wanted 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  understand  was,  that 
the  payments  being  certain,  and  the  income  un- 
certain, we  must  haye  a  working  baUnoe.  We 
haye  had  to  pay  an  extra  amount  of  interest 
for  this  quarter  of  £100,000 :  instead  of  i>aying 
£300,000,  which  would  be  the  proportion  if 
diyided  by  four,  we  haye  had  to  pay  £400,000. 
Besides  this,  many  other  items  of  expenditure 
come  in  the  first  quarter,  such  as  orders  for 
stationery,  &o.,  sent  Home,  and  the  Legislatiye 
expenditure.  If  I  belieyed  the  reyenue  was  going 
to  be  less  than  I  had  estimated,  I  should  say  so 
at  once :  there  would  be  no  object  in  conceal- 
ingit. 

Mr.  BBES. — The  Committee  will  now  see  the 
truth  of  wliat  I  pointed  out  some  little  time  since. 
This  is  the  result  of  putting  off  the  payment  of 
the  £126,000  from  the  old  year  to  the  new.  It 
was  appropriated  last  year,  but  was  not  paid  out 
of  last  year's  money,  and  therefore  must  be  paid 
out  of  this  year's  money. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  R££S. — It  is  no  use  the  honorable  gentle- 
man saying  No. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  The  honorable  gentle- 
man forgete  that  it  is  all  a  matter  of  account.  If 
I  had  paid  the  £125,000  on  the  30th  June,  I 
should  haye  had  £125,000  less  to  pay  this  quarter. 
It  would  not  haye  made  the  slightest  difference. 
What  the  honorable  gentleman  does  not  seem  to 
understand  is  this:  That  when  the  amount  for 
interest  was  pat  upon  the  estimates,  the  House 
had  not  come  to  the  determination  to  make 
the  year's  transactions  complete  within  the  year ; 
but  we  did  last  year  very  wisely  determine  to 
haye  no  going  from  one  year  to  another,  but  to 
close  all  the  payments.  That  is  the  reason  why 
that  sum  was  not  paid,  but  it  does  not  giye  us 
any  more  money. 

Mr.  BBES. — No  ;  the  Goyemment  would  not 
haye  had  any  more  money,  but  if  they  had  had 
to  proyide  that  money  last  rear  they  would  haye 
had  to  issue  Treasury  bills  to  the  extent  of 
£125,000. 

Mr.  MANDEBS.— I  do  not  belieye  in  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East  con- 
tinusJly  lecturing  this  House  upon  finance.  E rory 
time  the  Colonial  Treasurer  makes  a  statement 
upon  the  subject  immediately  within  his  own  de- 
partment, the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
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City  East  makes  rash  assertions  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  those  statements.  If  the  people  of  Auck- 
land City  East  had  chosen  the  honorable  member 
to  represent  them  on  account  of  his  financial 
abilities,  they  certainly  had  made  a  yery  bad 
choice.  We  haye  all  seen  a  rocket  go  up,  and 
burst  into  a  ball  of  fire,  creating  a  great  deal  of 
fizz,  and  we  haye  also  seen  the  bare  stick  fall 
yery  unpretentiously.  This  is  the  best  parallel  I 
can  apply  to  my  honorable  friend  and  his  financial 
pretensions.  I  should  haye  been  glad  if  he  had 
pointed  out  any  blot  in  the  Treasurer's  figures, 
because  naturally  some  defects  may  exist,  and 
may  not  be  apparent  eyen  to  the  Treasurer  him- 
self;  but  tbe  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East  is  always  disooyering  ima^nary  errors 
and  discrepancies.  He  says  "  This  is  so  and  so," 
and  when  it  is  examined  it  is  found  that  it  is  not 
so  and  so.  No  doubt  the  honorable  member 
would  like  to  go  back  to  Auckland  and  say,  **  I 
caught  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  a  mistake  about 
his  figures ;"  but  I  think  he  is  Car  from  doing 
that.  I  haye  listened  to  the  statements  of  each, 
and  the  conclusion  I  haye  come  to  is  that  he  is  no 
financier  at  all.  I  do  not  know  what  he  would 
do  if  he  were  on  the  Public  Accounts  Committee ; 
and  as  to  enlightening  the  House,  all  I  can  say  is 
that  he  does  not  enlighten  me.  I  rose  principally 
to  indorse  a  statement  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Wellington  City  Hklr.  Hunter),  who 
suggested  that  the  accounts  should  be  made  up 
annually  to  the  31st  March.  That  suggestion,  I 
think,  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  I  quite  agree 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  making  up  the 
accounts  to  June  or  July  does  not  giye  the 
G-oyemment  a  prior  chance  of  dealing  with  the 
finances,  and  haying  the  accounts  made  up  as 
expeditiously  as  they  might  be.  I  hope  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  place  his  suggestion 
before  the  Mouse  in  a  more  specific  form. 

Mr.  BEES.— I  should  like  to  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  how  would  he  haye  ^ot  the  money 
if  the  £125,000  directed  to  be  paid  m  accordance 
with  tJ^e  appropriations  of  last  year  had  had  to 
be  paid  out  of  last  yearns  money  P 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  have  obtained 
it  by  deficiency  biUs. 

Mr.  BEES.— That  is  exactly  what  I  said  would 
haye  to  be  done,  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
laughed  at  me  when  I  said  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  I  did  not  do  that; 
but  I  wanted  to  show  that  it  did  not  matter 
whether  I  showed  the  cash  in  the  returns  of  that 
quarter  or  not — ^that  we  should  haye  no  more 
money  whicheyer  course  iras  adopted. 

Mr.  MONTGK>MEBT.— What  is  the  mode  to 
be  adopted  in  making  prorision  for  the  payment 
of  interest  P 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  money  will  have  to 
be  remitted  in  time  to  meet  it,  so  that  instead  of 
being  brought  to  charge  on  the  day  it  is  due,  it 
wiUnaye  to  be  brought  to  charge  two  months 
before. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY— Quite  so;  and  that 
will  sometimes  result  in  there  being  fire  quarters 
or  nearly  fiye  quarters  in  the  year. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Apparently  it  will  be  so. 

Mr.  BUBNS. — If  the  accounts  are  made  up 
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to  the  81it  March,  would  that  enable  the  G-o- 
Temment  to  call  the  Hoiue  together  at  an  earlier 
period  P  It  would  be  a  very  ffteai  conremence 
to  memberi  if  the  House  met  in  April  or  May, 
instead  of  June  or  JuIt.  Under  the  present  ar- 
rangement, members  from,  the  oountir  districts 
lost  the  whole  of  the  spring  season,  which  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance  to  them.  He  hoped 
that  the  GoTcmment  would  take  the  matter  into 
consideration. 
Besdution  agreea  to. 

PUBLIO  WOBKS  BILL. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON,  in  mofing  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  thought  he  womd  be  consult- 
ing the  Tiews  of  the  House  if  he  only  made  a  few 
remarks  upon  it.  When  this  Bill  was  first  taken 
in  hand,  it  was  intended  that  it  should  simply  be 
a  measure  for  consolidating  the  yarious  Public 
Works  and  Bailway  Bills  ;  out  it  was  afterwards 
found  neoessaiT  to  go  further,  and  proTide  powers 
for  various  bodies,  particularly  the  County  Coun- 
cils and  Boad  Boards.  A  rery  considerable 
amount  of  attention  had  been  bestowed  on  the 
preparation  of  this  Bill,  and  honorable  members 
would  see  that  it  repealed  forty-two  Acts  of  this 
Assembly,  and  some  sixty-eight  Proyinoial  Ordi- 
nances. A  larger  number  of  these  Ordinances 
and  Aote  of  the  Assembly  would  have  been  re- 
pealed ;  but  it  was  not  considered  desirable  to  do 
so  until  the  County  system  sot  fiurly  into  working 
order,  after  which  it  would  be  competent  to  re- 
peal fuU^  that  number  of  Acto  and  Ordinances 
next  session.  This  Bill  made  proTision  for  the 
exercise  of  all  the  powers  giren  under  those  Acts 
and  Ordinances.  One  of  the  main  alterations  in 
this  Bill  had  reference  to  Compensation  Courts 
for  determining  claims  for  compensation  for  lands 
taken  for  public  works,  as  it  was  considered  that 
the  present  system  was  not  a  £ur  one.  The 
Judffe  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  two  Assessors 
would  constitute  the  Compensation  Court.  The 
person  daiminff  compensation  had  power  to  name 
an  Assessor.  A  part  of  the  measure  was  devoted 
to  providing  powers  for  draini^e  generally,  and 
another  for  providing  for  drainage  of  private 
lands,  and  outfall  drains  from  such  lands.  For 
some  time  past  this  power  had  been  very  much 
wanted,  particularly  in  the  southern  provinces,  aud 
he  understood  that  it  was  considerea  a  great  boon 
to  get  the  powers  extended  in  this  direction.  The 
last  portion  of  the  Act  referred  to  water-races, 
and  did  little  more  than  consolidate  existing 
laws  on  this  subject.  This  Bill  had  been  intro- 
duced in  this  House,  but,  owing  to  the  large  dis- 
cussions on  constitutional  questions  which  Ibok 
dace,  it  was  found  desirable  to  send  it  to  the 
Upper  House  to  save  time.  It  would  be  found 
that  the  Legislative  Council  had  bestowed  a  very 
large  amount  of  attention  on  the  measure,  and 
had  made  a  great  number  of  amendments,  but 
not  ver^  large  alterations,  in  Committee ;  and  he 
hoped  It  would  prove  accepteble  to  this  House. 
With  these  observations,  he  begged  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  said  that,  so  far  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  speech  in  mofiog  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  was  concerned,  it  would  be  of 


very  little  value  to  them  until  they  saw  it   in 
HoMsard,  as  they  had  not  been  able  to  hear  a 
word  of  what  was  said.    This  Bill  was  one  of  a 
series  of  Public  Works  Bills  which  had  been  in- 
troduced every  session  since  1870.     It  poaoeaoed. 
this  advantage,  that  it  had  been  considered  by  ihe 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  therefore  it 
was  not  open  to  the  charge  of  crudeness  applicable 
to  some  of  the  other  measures ;   but  there  vras 
this  disadvantage,  that  any  action  taken  in  this 
House  in  altering  the  Bill  would  not  be  subject  Ui 
the  scrutiny  of  the  members  of  the  other  Cham- 
ber.   The  provisions  in  the  Bill  with  reference  to 
the  closing  of  roads  were  not  a  sufficient  protec- 
tion to  the  owners  of  property.    There  should  be 
notice  served  on  the  owners  of  property  before 
a  road  could   be  dosed.    In  case  of  oversi^t 
or  of  temporary  absence  from  the  distriety  the 
owner  of  property  might  find  that  it  had  been 
seriously  ii^urad  in  value  by  the  closing  of  roads. 
Provision  was    made  for    the    appointment    of 
officers  by  the  Government  from  time  to  time  for 
a  period  of  five  years.     However  desirable  it 
miffht  be  to  secure  good  officers,  it  was  just  pos- 
sible that  inefficient  officers  mi^ht  be  employed. 
If  thev   obtained  a  good  administrative  omoer, 
it  might  be  an  advantaffc  to  have  his  aervioes 
secured   for  a  period   of   five   years.    On  the 
other  hand,  if  they  happened  to  get  an  inefii- 
dent  officer,  it  would  be  a  serious  tax  to  be 
obliged  to  pay  a  high  salary  to  an  officer  for  a 
period  of  five  years.    He  thought  that  it  would 
be  advisable  Uiat  the  House  should  have  some- 
thing to  say  as  to  the  salary  that  ought  to  be 
paid  to  these  officers.    The  House  was  now  asked 
to  surrender  all  control  of  the  purse  in  this 
respect.    There  were  some  good  provisions  in  the 
BiU.    He  approved  of  the  provision  for  acoounte 
of  annual  expenditure  being  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment, and  for  the  officers  supplying  annual  re- 
ports on  works  to  Ministers.     With  reference  to 
the  taking  of  land  for  public  works,  there  was 
not  sufficient  opportunity  afforded  to  objectors  to  - 
mdke  objections.    It  was  provided  that  me  IGnis- 
ter  for  Public  Works  might  appoint  a  place  at 
which  the  objector  might  appear  and  support  his 
objection  by  such  evidence  as  he  might  think  fit 
to  bring  forward.     He  thought  it  would  be  weU 
if  some  time  were  fixed  at  wMch  objections  could 
be  heard.    There  should  be  some  ample  limit  of 
time  given  to  people  objecting,  to  bring  forward 
evidence  in  support  of  thdr  case.   The  place  fixed 
should  be  in  the  county  where  the  lana  was  situ- 
ated, and  should  not  be  Wellington,  or  some  place 
aitoffether  remote  from  the  district  in  which  the 
work  was  to  be  carried  on.    In  Committee  he  in- 
tended to  move  the  insertion  of  a  provision  which 
would  insure  the  ejection  of  a  convenient  time 
and  place  ibr  hearing  objections.    He  objected  to 
the  provision  relating  to  the  purchase  of  railways 
the  property  of  private  companies.    That  should 
be  amended,  for  it  would  be  a  serious  thing 
to  confer  upon  the  G-ovemment  the  power  of 
conflscatins  the  railways  of  any  private  parties 
in  the   colony.     There  was   another   provision 
in  the  Bill  by  which  reserves  might  be  taken 
and   absorbed  for  public  works.     He  thought 
that  was  an  interference  with  the  righte  oi  th6 
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cttiiena.  It  mifht  be  thiit  public  reserras  or 
gardens  which  might  ultimaielj  beoomo  the  lungs 
of  crowded  cities  would  be  taken  op  for  QoTem- 
ment  purposes.  It  would  be  a  temptation  to  the 
Ooyernment  to  absorb  public  grounds  rather  than 
buy  land  from  priyate  indiyidaals.  If  the  Go- 
yernment  took  these  reseryes,  the  property  of  the 
oommunity,  for  railways,  the^  ought  to  pay  a 
reasonable  price  for  them  as  if  they  were  taken 
from  priyate  indiyiduals.  He  approyed  of  the 
proyisions  for  drainage,  and  trusted  they  would 
meet  the  yiews  of  his  honorable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Biyerton,  and  those  honorable  members 
who  took  a  deep  interest  in  that  matter.  He  would 
not  say  more  upon  this  Bill,  but  when  in  Com- 
mittee he  would  point  out  some  amendments 
which  he  thought  it  would  be  desirable  to  make. 
He  woDld  not  offer  any  opposition  to  the  second 
readingof  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TOLE  desired  to  make  one  or  two  obser- 
yationt  upon  the  second  reading  of  this  BiU.  Of 
course,  with  the  multifarious  business  before  the 
House,  and  the  approaching  close  of  the  session, 
they  could  not  well  go  into  a  fall  consideration  of 
large  questions  of  this  kind.  He  thought,  how- 
eyer,  the  Bill  went  rather  too  fur  in  the  direc- 
tion which  was  alleged  to  be  its  special  merit — 
namely,  of  oonsoli£tion>-as  it  repealed  seyeral 
Public  Works  Acts  which  contained  proyisions 
for  the  protection  of  public  and  private  rights. 
He  might  mention  one  particular  serious  instance 
where  the  rights  of  the  public  had  been  impro- 
periy  interfered  with,  in  contrayention  of  Acts 
whose  protectiye  force  had  been  nullified  by  Acts 
of  that  Assembly.  He  had  presented  a  petition 
from  900  petitioners  concerning  a  public  pier  in 
the  city  of  Auckland,  which  hM  been  obstructed 
by  certain  reclamation  works.  The  answer  which 
the  Goyemment  had  giyen  to  the  remonstrances 
of  the  Auckland  Harl^nr  Board  was,  that  it  was 
questionable  whether  they  had  any  rights  in  the 
matter ;  and  if  thejf  had,  they  were  taken  away  by 
m  certain  Act  of  this  AssembW.  The  interference 
with  this  pier  was  uniyersaUy  considered  to  be 
really  a  rery  great  hardship.  The  pier  had  been 
enjoyed  for  a  period  of  nearly  thirtr  years  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Auckland  and 
the  neighbouring  district,  and  by  Her  Majesty's 
■hips,  and  by  fishermen.  He  considered  it  to  be 
m  monstrous  injustice  to  depriye  the  people  of  a 
public  right-of-way  which  had  been  ei^yed  for 
BO  many  years.  The  Bill  had  reoeiyed  yozy  fair 
eritieism  at  the  hands  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  had  also  sustained  some  amend- 
ments, notably  in  the  10th  subsection  of  section 
89.  In  the  original  Bill,  Boad  Boards  were 
enabled  to  take  from  any  land  stone,  grayel,  and 
other  material,  without  giying  any  compensation 
for  the  same.  This  arbitrary  power  was,  how> 
eyer,  amended  in  the  Upper  House,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a  compensation  proyiso,  for  injury  done 
and  material  taken.  But,  whilst  he  admitted  the 
oritteiim  which  the  Bill  had  thus  receiyed,  and 
the  amendments  made,  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  yery  important  sections  had  been  oyer- 
loMed.  He  referred  particularly  to  section  182, 
which  ran  thus  i — "  Where  any  part  of  a  road, 
except  where  it  eroiiee  m  nilway  on  a  lerel^  i« 


taken  for  a  railway,  such  part  of  the  road  shall 
thereafter  cease  to  be  a  highway,"  and  so  on. 
Now,  that  section  was  a  direct  yiolation  of  all 
those  principles  of  public  and  private  conyeuienoe 
and  protection  which  were  laia  down  in  the  Bail- 
ways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  and  which  were  by  **  The  Immigra- 
tion and  Public  Works  Act,  1870,"  incorporated 
with  that  Act,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  sec- 
tions which  wore  repealed  as  not  applicable  to  the 
colony.  This  132nd  section  proposed  to  depriye 
the  public  of  all  highway  rights,  and  make  them 
subseryient  to  the  conrenience  of  the  public  works. 
This  was  his  interpretation  of  the  section ;  but 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would,  of  course, 
haye  an  opportunity  of  saying,  in  his  reply,  what 
other  meaning  was  intended.  He  sincerely  trusted 
that  those  Acts  which  so  jealously  guarded  the 
interests  and  rights  of  the  public  and  indiyiduals 
would  not  be  repealed  in  the  wholesale  manner  it 
was  proposed  to  do  by  this  Act.  And  here  he 
might  say  that  of  late  years  a  most  pernicious 
practice  had  crept  into  this  Legislature,  where  by 
the  stealthy  introduction  of  sections  from  year 
to  year,  or  hj  the  repeal  of  certain  sections,  in 
the  Immigration  and  Public  Works  Acts  of  the 
colony,  the  public  had  been  yery  seriously  preju* 
diced.  In  this  manner,  the  rights  of  free  and 
direct  passage  to  and  from  Short  Street  to  Wyn* 
yard  Pier  were  taken  away — ^if  taken  away  at  all, 
which  was  a  matter  of  considerable  doubt,  eyen 
in  the  mind  of  the  Hon.  the  Postmaster-Gkneral, 
who,  more  in  the  capacity  of  law  than  of  letters, 
expressed  himself  with  a  de^pree  of  uncertainty 
when  giying  eyidenoe  in  relation  to  this  pier  be* 
fore  the  Public  Petitions  Oommittee.  And  here 
he  (Mr.  Tole)  would  take  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  notion  of  the  otter  absnrdi^  of 
haying  a  Public  Petitions  Committee.  Thej 
neyer  tended  to  afford  any  roUef,  because  their 
decisions  were  rarely  accepted  by  the  Ckyyem* 
ment.  It  was  a  yery  poor  compliment  to  the 
deliberationt  of  that  body  to  see  their  decisions 
thus  ignored.  Such  was  the  attitude  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  in  relation  to  the 
decision  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on 
the  obstruction  of  Wynyard  Pier,  to  which  he 
might  be  pardoned  for  alluding  again.  Though 
that  Committee  found  that  the  pier  had  been 
enjoyed  by  the  public  for  about  thirty  years,  and 
decided  that  direct  access  from  Short  Street  to 
the  present  pier  should  be  giyen,  yet  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  said  that  he  would  not  be  pre« 
pared  to  cany  out  that  reoommendation.  He 
(Mr.  Tols)  hoped,  howeyer,  that  eyen  now  that 
determination  would  be  altered ;  for,  no  doubt, 
great  inj  ustice  would  otherwise  be  done.  Though 
the  Bill  might  be  read  a  second  time,  he  hoped 
this  wholesale  dopriyation  of  rights  such  as  he 
had  described  would  not  be  permitted  to  take 
place. 

Mr.  DB  LAI7T0UB  thought  the  desire  of  the 
House  was  that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second 
time  with  as  little  delay  as  possible :  at  the  same 
time  the  &ct  that  it  was  so  was  to  be  regretted. 
He  would  yenture  this  further  opinion,  that  it 
was  to  be  regretted  that  a  Bill  of  thia  nature, 
dealing  or  pniporting  to  4atl  vitii  ^  edmim* 
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tnlion  of  the  pablio  works  of  the  oolonj,  which 
W08  now  the  eole  function  of  the  Gorerament, 
so  far  as  it  appeared  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  was  not  introdooed  in  this  branch  of  the 
Legtslatare  in  the  first  instance.  It  seemed  to 
him  that,  while  no  doubt,  as  a  matter  of  order, 
the  Bill  was  not  a  Money  Bill,  yet  it  came  as  close 
to  a  Monej  Bill  as  any  Bill  could  possibly  do,  be- 
cause it  dealt  with  works  for  which  the  House 
Toted  the  money.  In  fact,  in  some  places,  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  purported  to  giVe  power  to 
the  G-ovemor  to  gire  away  public  property  ;  and 
he  thought  that  this  Bill,  being  to  that  extent  a 
Money  Bill,  should  hare  been  introduced  in  this 
House  in  the  first  instance.  He  really  did  not 
know  what  the  other  House  existed  for  if  Bills 
of  BO  large  a  nature  as  this  were  to  be  brought 
to  them  from  that  Chamber ;  for  instead  of  the 
Ooundl  checking  the  nsh  action  of  the  House, 
the  House  apparently  had  to  check  that  of  the 
Oouncil.  It  nad  been  said  that  this  was  a 
Oonsolidatinff  Bill;  but  there  was  something 
more  than  Uiat  in  it.  The  Bill  affirmed  that, 
under  the  new  system  of  constittttional  go- 
▼emment,  all  railways  were  to  be  constructed 
by  the  State,  and  that  was  a  principle  which 
the  House  should  hare  had  in  opportunity 
of  oonsiderinff  early  in  the  session.  He  for  one 
did  not  at  aU  agree  with  that  principle,  for  he 
thought  that  in  a  new  counti^  like  this  the 
fullest  freedom  should  be  given  to  any  part  of  it 
to  undertake  any  work  which  the  population 
chose  to  go  in  for.  The  Bill  prorided— and 
he  thought  it  wm  wise — that  nulwavs  should 
be  undertaken  under  the  authority  of  a  special 
Act ;  but  it  Went  further  than  that ;  and  some 
clauses  were  so  stringent  that  be  fiuicied  it  re- 
pealed the  Act  already  existing  giring  power 
to  private  companies  to  construct  ndlways.  No 
doubt  that  was  not  intended,  and  it  was  perhaps 
Tory  bold  for  any  men  to  say  that  it  might  be  so; 
bat  he  thought  Uie  dausee  he  referred  to  would, 
if  they  were  fully  considered,  be  found  to  infringe 
Tery  seriously  upon  the  powers  alraidy  oonferr^ 
upon  private  companies  to  construct  railways. 
He  would  draw  attention  to  clause  181,  for  in- 
stance, which,  taken  in  connection  with  clause  184, 
seemed  to  be  very  peremptory.  It  might  be  said 
that  this  was  a  matter  or  detail,  but  it  embraced 
the  whole  question  as  to  whether  there  was  to  be 
any  freedom  given  to  counties  or  to  any  other 
form  of  local  government  to  construct  works  of 
magnitude,  it  would  have  been  well  if  the 
Legislature  had  adopted  the  principle  of  allowing 
the  local  bodies  to  construct  railways  or  any  other 
works  they  chose  to  undertake  by  the  consent  of 
the  ratepayers  of  those  governing  bodies  or  of 
the  inhabitants  of  a  district.  As  it  was,  they 
would  have  to  come  to  the  House  for  everything. 
The  House  pretended  to  say  that  the  changes 
they  were  about  to  make  would  exclude  the  pos- 
sibility of  members  cominc  there  for  bridges, 
roads,  and  railways ;  but  this  Bill,  if  passed  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  was,  would,  he  was  certain, 
render  it  compulsory  upon  every  County  Council 
to  send  up  one  of  its  own  members,  or  a  member 
dieoted  by  the  county  influence,  to  this  House  to 
aot  in  oo-operatkm  .with  li^dlar  bodies^  oMh  in 


turn  to  support  Bills  to  accomplish  their  obfeefca* 
and  to  force  them   through.      He  thought  the 
aiigument  which  had  been  adduced  why  the  rail- 
ways should  be  kept  in  connection  with  the  State 
in  this  country  was  that  they  would  be  profit* 
able,  and  that  the  State  should  reap  the  profit 
on  money  publidy  expended.    But  they  (aoaad 
members  of  the  Government  getting  up  in  tbe 
House  and  trying  to  prove  that  the  raUwayv  were 
not  paying,  and  would  not  pay,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  no  loss  to  Otago  to  take  the  railwaj 
revenue  away  from  it.    The  Commissioner   of 
Customs  told  the  House  the  other  day  that  there 
would  be  an  annual  loss  of  £89,894  upon  the 
Otago  railways.    That  statement  was  maae  as  an 
inducement  to  Otago  to  be  less  chary  of  giving 
up  its  railway  revenue.    It  would  be  useleaa  to 
attempt  to  go  into  this  subject  at  any  length,  and 
he  would  not  weary  the  House  by  doing  so.     Hie, 
however,    desired    to    observe   that   experience 
indicated  that  the  public  works  of  the  colony 
were  being  constructed  in   a  ruinous  and   ex- 
travagant manner,  and  in  a  very  bad  manner. 
In  many  cases  the  bridges  would  not  stand,  and 
the  material  used  would  not  pass  any  test.    Sneh 
railways  as  the  Clutha  line,  in  Otago,  where  there 
were  no  natural  difficulties  to  contend  with,  were 
costing  very  neariy  £8,000  a  mile  for  a  eingle  line. 
These  results  were  not  at  all  finvourable  to  the 
principle  of  carrying  out  public  works  under 
colonial  superintendence.     In  cases  he  had  bad 
under  his  eye,  in  which  colonial  money  was  spent 
under  provincial  management,  and  owing,  in  a 
great  measure,  to  the  total  want  of  arrangement 
and  of  interest  taken  in  these  works  by  the 
Qeneral  Government,  they  had  been  carried  oat 
in  a  worse  way  than  they  had  been  when  the 
money  was  expended  under  the  superintendenoe 
of  the  General  Government.      They  had  been 
entirely  at  iault  in  carrying  out  the  Public  Works 
policy;  and  this  BUI  perpetuated  a  system,  the 
results  of  which  had  been  far  from  satis&etoiy. 
It  would  be  of  no  use  to  oppose  the  Bill ;  and  he 
would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  any 
longer.  

Sir  G.  GBEY  begged  to  submit  a  question  of 
privilege.  This  Bill  had  not  been  brought  into 
the  House  in  a  right  way.  The  Legislative  Coun- 
cil had  no  right  whatever  to  deal  with  it.  The 
House  ought  to  insist  upon  the  Bill  being  brought 
in  in  proper  form.  He  would  ask  Mr.  Speaker^s 
attention  to  clauses  214  and  216. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that,  after  reading  danses 
214  and  216,  they  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be 
appropriation  clauses.  Clause  214  provided  that 
all  moneys  accruing  from  water-races  constructed 
under  the  Act  should  be  paid  to  tbe  Public 
Account,  and  form  part  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  That  was  not  an  appropriation,  dause 
216  provided  that  any  moneys  payable  under  any 
agreement  made  under  that  part  of  the  Act 
should  be  paid  out  of  moneys  apj^^ipriated  by 
Parliament  for  the  purpose.  That  could  not  be 
said  to  be  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  BEES  called  Mr.  Speaker's  attention  to 
clauses  211  and  212,  which  gave  the  Governor 
power  to  lease  water-races,  and  to  contract  for 
making  water-nMCi  on  oartain  oondiftioiis. 
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Major  ATKINSON  eaid  iheM  olauBes  were 
gOTorned  by  danse  215.  He  lubmitted  there 
WM  no  d«gtling  with  pnblio  money  in  these 
cUttses.  Thajr  merely  gare  the  Gh>Temor  power 
to  make  certain  agreements,  which  wonld  haye  no 
foroe  or  e£feot  unleei  Parliament  made  provision 
for  them  under  oUose  215. 

Mr.  BEBS  said  the  daases  gare  the  QoTemor 
power  to  make  contracts,  and  those  contracts 
must  be  binding  on  some  one.  They  would  not 
be  binding  on  the  GoTemor  or  the  GoTemment, 
but  on  the  colony,  and  would  be  paid  for  out  of 
colonial  money. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB  pointed  out  that  entering 
into  a  contract  did  not  involye  the  necessity  for 
paying  money.  A  contract  might  be  made,  but 
It  could  only  be  paid  for  if  Parfiament  Toted  the 
mone^.  In  clause  216  there  was  a  distinct  de- 
claration that  anything  in  the  shape  of  payment 
for  a  contract  must  first  be  Totcd  by  Pariiament 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
that  these  clauses  were  in  any  way  an  appropria- 
tion. On  the  contrary,  any  contract  entered  into 
under  them  was  subject  to  the  Tote  of  the  House. 

Sir  a.  GBET  called  attention  to  clause  220, 
which  provided  that  all  moneys  accruing  from 
any  water-race  Tested  in  a  County  Council  should 
be  paid  into  and  form  part  of  the  County  Fund, 
instead  of  into  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  doubt  in  his 
mind  that  clause  220  was  of  a  more  questionable 
character  than  the  other  clauses  to  which  his 
attention  had  been  called ;  but  he  did  not  thin^ 
it  was  ^1  to  the  Bill,  or  that  it  could  be  re- 
garded in  the  sense  of  an  appropriation  clause, 
which  would  render  it  necessary  for  the  Bill  to 
be  treated  as  a  money  Bill.  So  fur  as  his  atten- 
tion had  been  drawn  to  the  Bill,  he  did  not  think 
that  it  was  a  Bill  that  should  be,  rejected  by  the 
House  on  the  grounds  alleged. 

Mr.  TAIASOA  rose  to  speak  upon  this  sub- 
ject-, because  the  Bill  referred  to  all  parts  of  the 
colony.  He  would  only  refer  to  one  part  of  it, 
and  would  not  speak  at  any  length  upon  it.  He 
thought  the  Bill  was  only  made  for  the  benefit  of 
Europeans — that  was  to  say,  of  the  strong  side. 
There  was  a  dispute  about  a  certain  piece  of  land 
at  Grmaouth,  and  a  petition  was  sent  in  against 
the  railway  by  the  Natives  there.  No  compensa- 
tion was  given  for  the  land  taken  for  that  railway 
under  the  former  Acts;  and  he  was  authorised  by 
Ihaia,  Tainui,  and  others  to  claim  compensation 
from  the  Government.  He  sot  an  answer  from 
the  Minuter  for  Public  Works  that  the  land  for 
the  raUway  would  not  be  paid  for,  giving  as  his 
reason  that  Government  money  to  the  extent  of 
about  £80,000  had  been  expended  there.  He 
did  not  consider  that  £80,000,  because  it  was  for 
the  purpoee  of  making  a  quay  alongside  which 
vessels  could  lie,  and  all  the  dues  from  vessels 
lying  alongside  it  became  the  propertv  of  the 
Government.  The  Natives  contributed  £4,000 
towards  that  embankment,  and  the  railwrr  went 
over  the  land  which  was  reclaimed'  by  the  Natives 
and  Government  together ;  but  the  dues  from  the 
quay  went  to  the  Gbvemment,  and  the  Natives  got 
none  of  it.  He  thought  that  land  should  be  paid 
fbr,  as  it  was  providM  that  land  which  was  taken 


for  the  purpose  of  railway  construction  should 
alwavs  be  paid  for.  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  gave  also,  as  a  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  paid  for,  that  the  railway  had  done  such 
benefit  to  the  town,  and  consequently  to  the  Na- 
tives ;  but  the  town  was  there  before  the  railway, 
and  the  land  upon  which  the  houses  were  built, 
belonging  to  the  Maoris,  had  been  taken  for  rail- 
way purposes.  Therefore  it  was  that  he  consi- 
dered this  Bill  onlv  referred  to  Europeans,  and 
that,  in  dealing  with  the  Natives,  the  House  was 
transgressing  a  portion  of  iU  own  law.  The  law 
ought  to  be  carried  out  exactly  the  same  with 
both  races,  and,  if  Europeans  were  compensated, 
the  Natives  should  be  compensated  also.  He  was 
not  objecting  to  the  Bill  in  any  way,  and  only 
wished  to  see  its  provisions  carried  out  fairly  to 
both  races.  He  had  himself  a  claim  to  this  land, 
and  to  all  the  land  in  that  part  of  the  Middle 
Island ;  but  in  consequence  of^  the  small  quantity 
of  land  reserved  to  the  Natifcs  there,  he  had  not 
set  up  any  claim  to  it,  and  left  it  for  the  people 
who  were  living  there.  It  was  also  proviaed  in 
the  Bill  that  the  survey  of  the  Native  lands 
should  be  b V  a  surveyor  authorized  by  the  Minis- 
ter for  PubUo  Works.  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment should  confer  with  the  Natives  first  before 
thev  went  into  any  railway  nuktters  connected 
with  Native  land,  and  settle  the  price  for  the  land 
before  the  railway  was  constructed.  He  urged 
the  claims  of  the  Ghreymouth  Natives  to  be  paid, 
as  it  was  not  right  that  the  land  taken  from  them 
should  not  be  paid  for. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  one  very  prominent  fea- 
ture of  this  Bill  was  that  it  repnued  a  large  num- 
ber of  Acts  and  Ordinances.  Me  had  counted  the 
number,  and  found  that  there  were  considerably 
over  one  hundred  repealed.  He  did  not  expect 
tliat  anv  honorable  member  had  read  all  those 
Acts  and  Ordinances,  so  that  it  could  not  be  said 
there  was  any  one  in  the  House  who  thoroughly 
understood  the  meaning  of  the  Bill.  He  nad 
thought  that  amongst  the  large  number  of  Acts 
repeiued,  there  might  perhaps  be  one  which  waa 
passed  last  year— tue  Abolition  of  Provinces  Act 
— but  he  could  not  find  it  in  the  schedule  ;  al- 
though he  found  there  Bills  of  far  less  import- 
ance— for  instance,  the  Wellington  Tolls  Act, 
passed  last  year.  One  other  prominent  feature 
of  the  Bill  was  the  very  extraordinary  way  in 
which  the  rights  and  duties  of  County  Councils 
and  Road  Boards  were  mixed  up  with  the  rights 
and  duties  of  the  Public  Works  Department.  That 
was  very  objectionable.  It  must  have  the  effect 
of  making  the  counties  and  Road  Boards  imagine 
that  they  were  branches  of  the  Public  Works 
Department;  and  they  would  send  men  to  the 
House  in  order  to  carry  out  their  views.  He 
understood  that  the  Ledslative  Council  had  so 
amended  the  Counties  Bill  that  the  Chairmen 
of  County  Councils  could  not  be  members  of  the 
Legislature ;  but  it  would  still  be  possible  for  the 
County  Councils  to  bring  pressure  upon  the 
Government,  either  by  sending  up  to  the  House 
members  of  the  County  Councils,  or  by  influenc- 
ing the  member  representing  the  district.  They 
knew  that  the  gentlemen  who  would  become 
Chairman  and  membere  of  the  County  CouBcilt 
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were  all  men  of  influence  in  their  way,  and  if  the 
sitting  member  did  not  exorcise  influence  for  the 
purposo  of  carrying  out  the  yiewe  of  the  County 
Councils,  they  would  use  their  influence  against 
him  when  he  again  came  forward  for  re-elec- 
tbn.  Further,  the  Slat  dause  was  extremely 
objectionable.  It  prorided  that  a  road  might  by 
notification  in  the  Qateiie  be  made  a  Qotemment 
road.  By  that  he  understood  that  the  Coimty 
Councils  might  by  judicious  means  get  a  road  in 
a  county  thrown  upon  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment^  and  if  they  could  do  so  of  course  it  would 
be  so  much  money  sayed  to  the  county.  No 
doubt  that  clause  would  be  taken  adyantage  of. 
It  would  be  the  object  of  the  County  Councils  to 
get  as  much  work  as  possible  taken  off  their  hands, 
and  they  would  use  all  the  influence  they  could  to 
get  this  done.  He  contended  that  the  action  of 
the  County  Councils  should  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  come  into  contact  with  the  Legislature. 
The  Councils  ought  to  haye  their  powers,  duties, 
and  functions  clearly  defined ;  and  if  they  were 
dearly  defined,  if  the  moneys  they  were  to  receiye 
were  fixed  by  Statute,  if  it  were  out  of  their 
power  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Hoase 
either  through  the  Chairmen  or  members  of  the 
Council,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  Chair- 
men of  the  Councils  being  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature. If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Bill  passed 
in  its  present  shape,  the  County  Councils  would 
look  upon  themselyes  yery  much  in  the  light  of 
branches  of  the  Public  Works  Department.  He 
noticed  that  the  duties  of  the  County  Councils 
cropped  up  in  most  unlikely  places,  and  that  these 
were  of  most  unlikely  character.  Under  the  172nd 
section  of  the  Bill,  the  County  Council  was  pre- 
sumed to  furnish  a  drainage  map  of  the  county 
in  the  first  instance.  That  was  a  sample  of  the 
many  curious  duties  the  Councils  were  to  per- 
form. He  should  like  to  haye  seen  the  whole  of 
their  duties  and  powers  put  into  one  Bill,  so  that 
members  of  those  bodies  could  take  it  up  and 
understand  it.  They  would  then  know  their  exact 
position.  This  was  a  yery  long  and  important 
bill — a  Bill  which  should  haye  been  placed  in 
their  hands  before  they  came  up  to  the  Assembly, 
instead  of  at  the  end  of  a  long  session.  They 
would  then  haye  had  an  opportunity  of  discuss- 
ing it  as  it  ought  to  be  discussed.  It  certainly 
was  impossible  to  do  so  in  the  few  days  that 
would  interyene  between  this  and  the  dose  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  B£ES  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Speaker 
to  the  great  number  of  dauses  in  the  Bill  which 
raised  the  point,  so  distinctly  laid  down  in  *'May," 
that  a  Bill  of  this  nature,  or  any  amendment  to 
it,  could  not  be  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
It  was  laid  down  upon  the  clearest  authority, 
from  the  earliest  case  in  1661 — ^the  Westminster 
Paying  and  Bepairing  Bill — and  through  a  long 
series  of  cases  which  had  since  occurred,  that  no 
Bill  which  made'^a  monetary  chaige,  or  proyided 
for  the  extraction  of  moneys  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  or  proyided  for  chaanros  to  be  defrayed 
out  of  moneys  to  be  yoted  by  Parliament,  could 
be  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords*  These 
were  the  words  of  "  May  "  t — 

**&Q  strioUj  ia  the  prindplo  obsoryed  in  all 


matters  affecting  the  public  reyenues,  that  where 
certain  payments  haye  been  directed,  by  a  Bill, 
to  be  maae  into  and  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  the  Commons  have  refused  to  permit  the 
Lords  to  insert  a  clause  proyiding  that  such 
payments  should  be  made  under  the  same  regu- 
lations as  were  applicable  by  law  to  other  similar 
payments." 

iN^umbers  of  clauses  in  this  Bill  provided  for 
this  yery  thing.  The  14Gth  section,  for  instancei 
stated  that — 

"  All  moneys  received  by  way  of  rents,  tolls, 
fares,  freights,  carnage,  fines  or  penalticBy  or 
otherwise  accruing  from  a  railway,  shall  be  paid 
into  the  Public  Account,  and,  except  as  herein- 
after proyided,  form  part  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund.** 

The  House  of  Commons,  out  of  a  jealous  le* 
gard  for  its  privileges,  refused  to  allow  the  House 
of  Lords  to  originate  or  amend  any  Bill  contain- 
ing such  words  as  these.    Again,  "  May"  said, — 

"In  Bills  not  confined  to  matters  of  aid  or 
taxation,  but  in  which  pecuniary  burdens  are 
imposed  upon  the  people,  the  Lords  may  make 
any  amendments,  proviued  they  do  not  alter  the 
intention  of  the  Commons  with  regard  to  the 
amount  of  the  rate  or  charge,  whether  by  in« 
crease  or  reduction;  its  duration,  its  mode  or 
assessment,  levy,  collection,  appropriation,  or 
management ;  or  the  persons  who  shall  pay,  re- 
cdye,  manage,  or  control  it;  or  the  limits  within 
which  it  is  proposed  to  be  levied.  As  iUustratiye 
of  the  strictness  of  this  exdusion,  it  may  be  men« 
tioned  that  the  Lords  have  not  been  permitted  to 
make  provision  for  the  payment  of  salaries  or 
compensation  to  officers  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, out  of  the  Suitors'  Fund ;  nor  to  amend  a 
clause  prescribing  the  order  in  which  charses  on 
the  revenue  of  a  colony  should  be  paid.  But  all 
Bills  of  this  class  must  originate  in  the  Com- 
mons, as  that  House  will  not  agree  to  any  pro- 
visions which  impose  a  charge  of  any  description 
upon  the  people  if  sent  down  from  the  Lords, 
but  will  order  the  Bills  containing  them  to  be 
laid  aside." 

He  would  proye  that  this  Bill  was  full  of 
charges  to  be  made  on  the  comn)unity.  It  spoke 
distinctly  of  public  works  to  be  construoted  out 
of  moneys  to  be  raised  by  charges  on  tJie  people. 
«  May  "  went  on  to  say, — 

"  Neither  will  they  permit  the  Lords  to  insert 
any  provisions  of  that  nature  in  Bills  sent  up 
from  the  Commons ;  but  will  disagree  to  the 
amendments  and  insbt  on  their  disagreement, 
or,  according  to  more  recent  usage,  wiU  lay  the 
BUls  aside  at  once." 

And  then  he  went  on  to  show  how  in  some 
instances  the  Lords  had  been  flowed  to  deal 
with  Bills  of  this  nature  by  leaving  blank  those 
dauses  dealing  with  charges  on  the  people,  which 
were  aflterwaras  filled  in  by  the  Commons  in 
order  to  make  the  Bill  workable.  There  were 
clauses  in  this  Bill  which  directly  infringed  that 
prindple.  For  instance,  there  were  the  contracts 
which  he  had  before  spoken  of,  which  were  to  be 
paid  for  out  of  moneys  yoted  from  the  ConsoU* 
dated  Fund. 

Mr*  WHITA£1B.— STame  the  dmm. 
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Mr.  BBES  taid  the  qneation  miffht  be  nised 
tinder  any  one  of  the  following  chiUBefl : — 144, 
146, 146, 147,  211, 212, 214,  216,  and  220.  Then 
there  was  the  6th  dauae,  relating  to  the  appoint- 
ing of  offioere,-^ 

*'  The  G-OTornor  may  from  time  to  time  appoint 
an  Engineer-in-Chief,  an  AssiBtant  Engineer-in - 
Chief,  and  each  other  engineers,  managers,  clerks, 
and  other  persons  as  may  be  neoessary  for  the 
exeontion  oi  all  GoTemment  works ;  and  all  such 
persons  shall  hold  office  at  the  Governor's  plea- 
sure, and  shall  reoeire  such  salaries  as  the  General 
Assembly  determines." 

There  were  officers  to  be  appointed,  and  to  be 
paid  out  of  funds  Toted  by  Parliament.  The 
clause  further  said, — 

"  The  G-oremor  may  enter  into  engagements,  for 
a  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  with  engineers 
and  other  skilled  persons  for  senrioe  in  New 
Zealand,  at  such  salaries  as  he  thinks  fit." 

He  could  not  understand  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikato,  that  the  GoTcr- 
nor  could  make  contracts  and  then  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  would  refuse  to  pay  under  those  contracts. 
That  would  make  their  legislation  worse  than 
fiffoicaL  It  would  place  the  GoTemor  in  a  false 
position.  Did  the  honorable  gentleman  mean  to 
tell  the  House  that  a  person  appointed  by  the 
Governor  was  not  to  be  paid,  or  that  he  was  not 
to  hare  the  right  to  sue  if  he  were  not  paid? 
Surely  if  the  House  authorised  the  Goyemor,  by 
Statute,  to  appoint  these  officers,  it  aUo  author- 
ized their  payment  ?  The  honorable  gentleman 
was  lacking  in  logic,  if  not  in  law. 

Major  ATKINSON.—That  is  the  law  now. 

Mr.  BEES  said  it  was  the  first  time  in  his 
life  that  he  ever  heard  of  such  a  law.  He  heaid 
tome  gentlemen  laushing;  but  he  did  not  know 
whether  that  was  the  way  in  which  they  would 
conduct  their  own  business.  He  would  say  em- 
phatically that,  under  the  Crown  Bedress  Act, 
the  GoTcmment  could  bo  sued;  and  if  a  case 
were  placed  in  his  hands,  he  would  undertake 
to  sue  the  Goyemraent  and  to  obtain  a  rerdict 
against  them.  Kow  that  the  Crown  Redress 
Act  was  law,  any  person  could  sue  the  GK)?em- 
ment  for  the  amount  of  a  contract,  and  there- 
fore it  was  clearly  wrong  to  say  that  money 
could  not  be  reoorered.  But  if  any  money  were 
xecoyered  from  the  Crown,  it  would  have  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  It  was  one 
of  the'  greatest  priyileges  the  Commons — the 
House  possessed,  to  have  the  control  of  the 
public  purse.  But  eyen  supposing  the  reyerse 
was  the  law,  that  would  not  afiect  the  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  this  Act  would  be  a  breach 
of  priyilege  of  the  House.  The  Slst  clause  of  the 
BiU  said  that— 

"The  purchase  money  of  lands  so  sold  shall 
be  paid  into  the  Public  Account,  or  the  County 
Fund,  or  the  District  Fund,  as  the  case  may  be, 
and  shall  form  part  of  the  fund  appropriated  to 
the  execution  of  the  works  in  respect  of  which 
the  said  lands  were  taken  under  this  Act."      * 

The  ftct  was  that  the  whole  Bill  dealt  with 
the  pubUe  funds.  The  lOlst  clause  provided  for 
fining  people  for  ofl'ences  on  roads,  and  it  wound 
up  by  providing  that  "  every  person  so  offending 


shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fiye 
pounds."  That,  again,  was  a  burden  upon  the 
peoj^le.  Then,  the  104th  clause  referred  to  the 
levying  of  tolls.  But  the  Upper  House  had  no 
authority  to  levy  tolls.  The  House  of  Lorda 
never  took  upon  themselves  the  levying  of  tolls. 
It  was  the  same  down  to  the  121st  okuse.  In 
Part  yi.,  there  were  powers  given  to  do  all  sorts 
of  works  in  connection  with  the  railways.  The 
146th  section  said  that — 

"  The  Governor  may  let,  uiK>n  such  conditionB 
and  for  such  terms  as  he  thinks  fit,  any  part  of 
the  land  or  buildings  attached  to  a  raflway  for 
the  sale  of  refreshments,  books,  or  other  articles, 
or  as  sites  for  storing  timber,  coal,  or  other  mate- 
rial, or  the  use  of  the  walls  of  any  such  buildings, 
or  of  any^  part  of  the  rolling  stocx,  for  the  display 
of  advertisements  thereon. 

Clause  146  provided  that — 

"  All  moneys  received  by  way  of  rents,  tolls, 
fares,  freights,  carriage,  mies  or  penalties,  or 
otherwise  accruing  from  a  railway,  shall  be  paid 
into  the  Public  Account,  and,  except  as  herein- 
after provided,  form  part  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund.** 

If  that  was  not  dealing  with  public  funds,  he 
should  like  to  know  what  it  was.  Then  the  fol- 
lowing clauses  provided  that  penalties  should  be 
inflicUd  for  everything  in  the  shape  of  nuisances 
on  railways,  even  down  to  the  smoking  of  to- 
bacco. Then  it  was  provided  that  certain  fines 
should  bo  inflicted  for  breaches  of  the  by-laws. 
The  166th  section  provided  that — 

"  The  Colonial  Treasurer  shall  in  every  month 
cause  to  be  prepared  a  monthly  railways  working 
account,  showing  the  total  gross  receipts  accruing 
from  each  railway  or  part  of  a  railway  as  the 
Governor  directs,  and  the  total  expenditure  upon 
the  working  management  and  maintenance  of  the 
same,  during  the  preyious  month,  and  shall 
submit  a  copy  of  such  account  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Audit ;  and  all  such  accounts  shall  be 
gazetted  and  shall  be  laid  before  Parliament." 

Thus,  the  G-overnor  in  Council  was  given 
potrer  to  make  all  the  regulations.  Then  it  was 
provided  that  the  Governor  might  lease  railways 
on  certain  conditions.  All  the  moneys  received 
for  such  things  would  of  course  haye  to  be  paid 
into  the  Consolidated  Bevenue.  He  was  not 
attacking  the  Bill,  but  was  simply  speaking  to  a 
question  of  privilege.  Then  there  were  aU  sorts 
of  fines  imposed  for  diverting  water.  Then  it 
was  provided  that  Ministers  might  make  regu- 
l^ons  for  using  water-races.  In  fact,  a  Bill  had 
been  introduced  by  the  Council  giving  the 
Gh>yemor  power  over  all  sorts  of  thmgs,  which 
was  what  the  House  of  Commons  would  never 
have  allowed.  If  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
was  to  keep  possession  of  the  public  purse,  such 
a  thing  ou^t  never  to  have  been  received.  They 
ought  not  to  allow  the  Upper  House  to  make 
any  alterations  whatever  in  money  Bills.  He 
submitted  that  this  was  not  a  proper  BiU  to  be 
introduced  to  the  other  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  asked  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  furnish  him  vritli  the  authorities  from  which  he 
had  quoted. 

Mr.  BBES  laid  he  had  quoted  from  '*May," 
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pp.  675-679,  BerenUi  edition.  The  Westminster 
l^aTing  CsM  would  be  found  in  the  Commons' 
Journals,  No.  511.    It  was  as  follows  : — 

"  A  Bill,  sent  from  the  Lords,  for  paying,  re- 
pairing, and  amending  the  streets  and  highways 
of  Westminster,  and  parts  adjacent,  was  this  daj 
read. 

"  And  this  House  ohserring  that  the  said  Bill 
was  to  alter  the  course  of  law  in  part,  and  to  lay  a 
charge  upon  the  people ;  and  oonceiring  that  it  is 
a  pririlege  inherent  to  this  House  that  Bills  of 
that  nature  ought  to  be  first  considered  here : 

"  Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  laid  aside ;  anSl 
that  the  Lords  be  acquainted  therewith,  and  with 
the  reasons  inducing  this  House  thereunto  ;  and 
the  Lords  are  to  be  desired,  for  that  cause,  not  to 
suffbr  any  mention  of  tlie  said  Bill  to  remain  in 
the  Journals  of  their  House.  And  the  Lords  are 
further  to  be  acquainted  that  this  House,  finding 
the  matter  of  their  Bill  to  be  rerj  useful  and  of 
public  concernment,  hare  ordered  a  Bill  of  the 
uke  nature  to  be  prepared  and  brought  in  to-mor- 
xow  morning.  And  the  same  persons  who  are  to 
desire  a  conference  with  the  Lords  upon  the 
amendments  to  the  Bill  for  well  goTeming  and 
regulating  of  Corporations,  are  to  cany  up  this 
message ;  and  to  put  the  Lords  in  mind  of  the 
Bill  for  the  uniformity  of  jpublick  prayers ;  and  of 
tiie  Bill  for  restoring  ot  such  adrowsons  and 
rectories  appropriate  to  His  Majesty's  loyal  sub- 
jects, as  were  taken  from  them  upon  their  com- 
positions by  the  late  usurped  powers. 

'*  And  the  Knights  for  MidaleBez,  the  Burgesses 
for  Westminster,  and  Sir  John  Bramston  are  de- 
sired to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  to-morrow 
morning,  for  the  repairing  and  amending  the 
streets  and  highways  of  Westminster,  the  parts 
adjacent,  and  of  Shoreditch,  Whitechapel,  and 


He  submitted  that  the  House  ought  not  to 
allow  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  in- 
trude upon  the  special  prerogative  of  the  House 
of  BepresentatiTCs. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  Bill  was  entirely  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
this  House,  because  the  Upper  House  had  dealt 
with  the  rerenues  of  the  colony,  had  made  proyi- 
sion  for  expending  them,  and  tor  imposing  taxes 
and  burdens  upon  the  people.  There  were  two 
points  inyolyea  in  this  Bill:  The  first  was  the 
assertion  of  the  exolusiye  right  of  this  House 
wholly  and  solely  to  deal  with  the  public  revenue, 
to  impose  taxation,  and  to  direct  what  should  be 
done  with  it.  He  could  specify  a  number  of 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which  impugned  that  principle. 
The  second  point  was  that  the  House  should  not 
consent  to  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  which  imposed  charges 
on  the  people  —  that  such  Bills  snould  not  be 
originated  in  the  Upper  House.  This  Bill  gave 
power  for  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  the 
imposing  of  new  charges  on  the  people.  In 
subsequent  sessions,  the  House  would  not  have 
power  to  refuse  to  rote  the  moneys  required  to  be 
appropriated  under  this  measure.  The  €h>vem- 
ment  would  say,  "  You  made  these  appointments 
and  imposed  these  charges  by  authority  of  law : 
there  is  the  Act."    The  principle  underlying  the 


rules  of  this  House,  in  regard  to  supply,  was  this : 
that  no  legislation  should  pass  this  House,  or  the 
other  House,  which  should  impose  a  ohaige  upon 
the  people,  or  which  would  take  money  from  the 
public  revenue,  unless  it  came  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  or  a  Committee  of 
l^pply.  He  would  ask  attention  to  two  danafts 
in  the  Bill,  which,  to  his  mind,  absolutely  settled 
this  point.  He  would  ask  attention,  first,  to 
dause  81, — 

"  The  purchase-money  of  lands  so  sold  shAlI  he 
paid  into  the  Public  Account,  or  the  County  Fund, 
or  the  District  Fund,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
shall  form  part  of  the  fund  appropriated  to  the 
execution  of  the  works  in  respect  of  which  the 
said  lands  were  taken  under  this  Act." 

If  that  was  not  an  appropriation  clause,  then  he 
did  not  know  what  was  meant  by  an  appropriation 
dause.  Then  there  was  the  loSrd  clause,  which 
provided  for  the  imposition  of  penalties  on  per- 
sons employed  on  the  railways.  Here  was  the 
2nd  section  of  the  dause : — 

"Penalties  recovered  under  this  section  shall 
be  paid  into  an  account  in  the  Public  Trust  Fund 
to  be  called  the  <  Bailway  Servant  Fund,'  and 
may  be  issued  and  paid  in  such  manner  as  the 
Governor  directs  to  or  for  tlio  benefit  of  persons 
employed  on  railways." 

Now,  was  that  an  appropriation  of  the  public 
funds  or  notP  These  dauses  imposed  penalties, 
they  directed  that  they  should  be  paid  into  the 

Eublic  account,  and  authorised  the  Gbvemor,  of 
is  own  motion,  to  pay  this  money  as  he  should 
think  proper.  If  that  sort  of  thing  were  to  be 
allowea,  they  might  as  well  at  once  hand  over 
the  whole  of  the  public  funds  to  the  GovemoT 
to  do  as  he  thought  proper,  with  the  advice  of 
his  Executive  Coundl.  He  contended  that  they 
ought  to  be  very  jealous  of  their  privileges ;  thej 
should  not  allow  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  lead  them  in  the  direction  of  additional 
taxation  or  expenditure  of  public  money.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  a  Bill  might  be  passed  in  this 
House  by  an  overwhelming  minority,  and  when  it 
went  to  the  Upper  Chamber  it  might  be  turned 
upside  down.  He  did  not  wonder  at  that,  when 
the  Qovemmont  set  the  example  of  introducing 
a  measure  dealing  with  the  public  funds  in  that 
branch  of  the  legislature  which  had  no  power 
to  discuss  the  matter.  A  Bill  of  this  sort  could 
not  be  introduced  even  in  this  House  unless 
through  the  ordinaiy  channel  of  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  or  a  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  a  very  important 
question  had  been  raised ;  and  it  was  clearly  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  consider  its  privileges  in 
these  matters.  In  order  to  give  Mr.  Speaker  time 
to  consider  the  question  raised,  he  would  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  and  that  it  be 
resumed  presently. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB  was  not  going  to  argue  the 
question  raised ;  but  in  considering  this  matter, 
the  House  should  consider  the  position  in  which 
it  placed  itself  in  1865  by  the  passing  of  the 
Parliamentary  Privileges  Act.  That  Act  had 
been  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  Upper. 
House  and  in  this  House  on  several  occasions. 
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That  Act  bad  never  been  strnck  off  tbe  Statute 
Book,  and  nnder  it  the  same  prifilegesi  powers, 
and  immunities  tbat  were  possessed  by  this  House 
were  possessed  by  the  Leffislatire  Council.    He 
was  aware  that  in  1866  the  Legislative  Conncil 
insisted  that  they  had  these  privileges,  and  had 
passed  resolutions  from  time  to  time  to  the  effect 
tbat  they  had  these  rights  conceded  to  them.    He 
mentioned  this  in  order  that  it  might  not  be 
overlooked  in  deciding  the  question  under  oon- 
nderation.    The  first  part  o?  clause  4  of  "The 
Pioliamentary  Privileges  Aet,  1866,"  was  as  fol- 
lows: — ^"The  Legislative  Council  or  House  of 
Representatives   of  New   Zealand    respectively, 
ana  the  Committees  and  members  thereof  re- 
spectively, shall  hold,  enjoy,  and  exercise  such 
and  tbe  like  privileges,  immunities,  and  powers 
as  on  the  first  day  ofJanuary,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-five,  were  held,  enjoyed,  and 
exercised  by  the  Commons  House  of  FarUament." 
That  apparently  conferred  upon  the  Legislative 
Council  the  power  of  dealing  with  Money  Bills, 
just  as  completely  as  it  enabled  this  House  to  deal 
with  them.     He  mentioned  this  in  order  that 
they  might  not  place  themselves  in  a  false  posi- 
tion in  reference  to  this  subject    He  thought 
those  powers  and  mivileges  were  very  improperly 
oonfeired  on  the  liegislative  Council,  and  thev 
ought  never  to  have  been  conferred  on  that  branch 
of  the  Legislature.    As  he  had  not  been  in  Par- 
liament for  some  years,  he  did  not  know  what 
action  had  been  taken  on  the  subject ;  but  he 
knew  that  in  1866  the  Legislative  Council  passed 
some  resolution,  which  was  to  be  found  in  the 
Journals  of  their  proceedings,  in  which  they  d^ 
dared  that  they  had  these  rights,  but  that  they 
irould  not  on  the  occasion  referred  to  insist  upon 
them.    It  was  a  matter  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  whether  this  was  a  convenient  occa- 
sion for  having  this  matter  settled ;  but  in  dis- 
cussing the  question  before  them,  they  should 
not  loee  sight  of  the  fact  that  there  was  such  a 
measure  on  the  Statute  Book.    As  the  matter 
was  to  be  postponed  for  Mr.  Speaker's  consider- 
ation, he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  carefully 
considered,  and  that  a  proper  decision  would  be 
oome  to  upon  it.    If  it   was  desired  that  the 
matter  should  be  duly  investigated,  be  would  be 
veiy  happy  to  go  into  the  subject,  and  inform 
the  House  of  the  result  of  his  examination. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  was  not  about  to  go  into  the 
seneral  question.  The  honorable  member  had  al- 
luded to  the  4lh  clause  of  '*  The  Parliamentary 
Privileges  Act,  1866,"  the  words  of  which,  he  con- 
tended, gave  to  both  Houses  the  same  powers, 
privileges,  and  immunities,  and  that  the  powers 
in  renrd  to  money  matters  were  equal  in  both 
Chambers.  The  honorable  member  did  not  read 
the  whole  of  the  clause  of  the  Parliamentai^ 
Privileges  Act.  After  stating  that  the  same  pn- 
vileges,  immunities,  and  powers  were  enjoved  by 
both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  the  following 
words  oocurred:  "so  far  as  tbe  same  are  not 
Inconsistent  with  or  repugnant  to  such  and  so 
many  of  the  sections  and  provisions  of  the  said 
Constitution  Act  as  at  the  time  of  the  coming 
into  operation  of  this  Act  are  unrepealed."  The 
64th  dauie  of  the  Constitution  Act  stated,— 
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"It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  House  of 
Representatives  or  the  Legislative  Council  to 
pass,  or  for  the  Q-ovemor  to  assent  to,  any  Bill 
appropriating  to  the  public  service  any  sum  of 
money  from  or  out  of  Her  Majesty's  revenue 
within  New  Zealand,  unless  the  Q-ovemor,  on  Her 
Majesty's  behalf,  shall  first  have  recommended  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  make  provision* 
for  the  specific  public  service  towards  which  such 
money  is  to  be  appropriated." 

The  point  was  perfectly  clear  that  that  Act 
did  not  take  any  power  from  this  House,  but  re- 
served to  it  the  right  of  dealing  with  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  funds. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that  in  the  session  of 
1866  a  resolution  was  passed  in  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  i  but  Sir  David  Monro,  who 
was  then  Speaker,  had  consulted  the  Law  (MBcers 
of  the  Crown,  who  had  oompletelv  upset  the 

Sound  taken  up  by  the  Legislative  Council: 
e  had  never  known  the  Legislative  Council 
since  then  to  urge  any  claim  that  they  had  under 
the  Act  referred  to  by  the  Postmaster-Gkneral. 

Mr.  SWANSON  thought  a  contention  of  the 
nature  referred  to  had  already  happened,  and  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  highest  authorities  at 
Home.  The  case  was  submitted  by  this  House 
without  any  argument,  but  the  other  House 
made  the  best  case  they  could :  yet  the  decision 
was  in  &vour  of  this  House. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  thought  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  to  a  certain  extent  mistaken.  He 
believed  the  authorities  to  whom  the  matter  was 
referred  reoommended  the  Legislative  Council 
not  to  interfere  with  Money  Bills. 

Mr.  JOYCE  said  that  the  Bill  had  originated  in 
the  Legislative  Council,  had  been  passed,  and  was 
introduced  into  this  House  for  its  assent.  Every 
page  of  the  Bill  was  a  usurpation,  on  the  part  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  of  the  rights  and  duties 
of  this  House — every  page,  he  would  not  say 
every  line,  but  every  page,  and  nearly  every 
clause.  The  "  other  place,^  as  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  calling  %  had  brought  the  House 
face  to  face  with  a  difficulty  they  would  have 
to  £sce  at  some  time.  That  other  place  was  get- 
ting too  large ;  it  was  assuming  to  itself  fmao- 
tions  it  had  no  right  to ;  it  was  assuming  a  posi- 
tion this  House  would  have  to  assail,  or  rather  to 
resist ;  it  had  taken  upon  itself  to  do  what  the 
House  ought  to  have  done,  and  taken  upon  itself 
to  do  what  the  Ministry  ought  to  have  done — ^it 
had  taken  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of  this 
Bill,  a  responsibility  which  the  Ministry  should 
have  taken  upon  themselves.  It  had,  he  pre- 
sumed, during  the  last  two  or  three  months  been 
incubating,  and  it  had  brought  out  this  chicken 
at  the  hut  moment.  It  ousht  to  have  been 
before  the  House  long  ago.  If  members  allowed 
it  to  be  smuggled  in  and  permitted  it  to  pass  with 
less  sorutinv  than  it  would  have  reoeived  if  it  had 
been  introduced  in  this  House,  they  would  be 
doinff  veiy  wrong  indeed.  He  thought  the  Bill 
shomd  be  put  aside  as  so  much  waste  paper,  in 
so  far  as  its  introduction  from  the  other  House 
was  concerned.  It  should  emanate  from  the 
Ministry  of  the  day,  and  it  should  be  spoken  for 
and  explained  by  them.    It  was  a  conglomerate. 
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»  battor-padding.  There  wen  lix  or  eight  dilfor- 
ent  thioge  rollra  into  one  m  the  BilL  He  had 
endeayonred  to  look  through  it,  not  haying  had 
an  opportomtj  to  do  eo  preTiooalv,  and  he  wonld 
say  that  no  man  ooold  nndentand  it  until  he  took 
a  T0rj  lone  time  to  ooniider  it.  It  was  a  Bill  for 
whioh  the  Miniatry  of  thedaj shonld  be  responsible. 

Mr.  MANDEBS  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
Bill  as  introdnoed  into  the  Hooee  bj  the  Minister 
for  Publio  Works,  which  was  identical  with  the 
Bill  that  had  come  from  the  Legislatiye  OouneiL 
He  did  not  agree  with  the  remarks  of  some 
honorable  members,  who  said  that  the  Bill  was 
not  a  yery  useful  measure,  for  it  was — and  he 
thought  the  House  would  agree  that  it  was ;  but 
the  powers  of  the  House  had  been  usurped,  to 
use  the  language  of  the  honoraUe  member  who 
had  Just  sat  down,  by  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  The  question  honorable  members 
had  to  try  was^  not  whether  the  Bill  was  a  good 
and  yaluable  one,  but  it  was  the  principle  the 
deciding  of  whioh  would  become  the  wn»t  oon< 
stitutional  question  of  the  session.  Honorable 
members  would  see  whether  his  assertion  proyed 
coirect  I  whether  he  was  right  in  predicting  that 
The  point  whioh  had  oome  to  an  issue  was, 
whether  the  constituencies  shonld  elect  members 
and  send  them  up  here  to  yote  money  and  to 
exercise  their  tanng  powers,  or  whether  there 
shonld  be  only  one  Chamber,  only  one  House, 
and  that  a  nominee  Chamber.  In  this  grsat  con- 
stitutional question  his  sympathies  were  entirely 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  Ci^ 
Bast,  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  the  honor- 
able  member  for  the  Thames.  It  ought  to  be 
thoroughly  understood  that  the  stand  was  taken 
not  as  against  the  usefulness  of  the  Bill  itself, 
but  against  the  principle  of  allowing  the  Upper 
House  to  ixnpose  taxation. 

Mr.  BIOHA&DSON  wished  to  state,  with  re- 
ference to  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wallace,  that  the  Ministry  were 
responsible  for  this  BilL  In  July,  he^  on  behalf 
of  the  Gh>yemment,  introduced  it  into  the  House, 
and  it  remained  there  for  some  time.  Owing  to 
the  entire  want  of  work  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  it  was  suggested  that  the  Bill 
should  be  remoyed  from  the  House  and  sent  up 
there.  He  moyed  a  resolution  t  j  that  effect,  and 
the  Bill  was  reintroduced  into 'the  other  House. 
He  merely  mentioned  that  to  remore  the  impres- 
sion which  would  be  deriyed  from  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Wallsoe. 

Mr.  JOYCE  desired  to  explain  that  what  he 
said  was  that  this  Bill  originated  in  the  Legis- 
latiye Council. 

Sir  a.  aBEY  thouffht  the  exphmation  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  was  not  a  yery  satis- 
iMtory  one.  It  would  haye  been  better  to  haye 
found  something  else  for  idle  hands  to  do  than  to 
play  with  the  priyileges  of  the  House.  He  did 
not  like  to  apply  the  old  adage,  but  an  inter- 
ference with  the  rights  of  the  House  was  not  a 
proper  thine  to  find  for  idle  hands  to  do. 

I)ebate  ati(joumed. 

BLUFF  HABBOUB  BOAKD  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  veoeiyed  by  message  from  the 


Legislatiye  Council,  in  which  th^  nqoeetedthe 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Bepreaontatiyes, 

Mr.  a.  MoLEAN  would  agree  to  aeoept  these 
amendments.  The  Legislatiye  Coanml  bad  kft 
something  in  the  Bill  still,  although  they  had 
struck  out  all  the  borrowing  powera  and  the  en- 
dowments. The  machinery  of  the  Bill  was  kft, 
and  therefore  he  would  moye,  That  the  amend- 
msnts  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  this  seemed  to  bim  to  raises 
much  larger  question  than  any  that  had  lateftjr 
been  discussed.  These  Harbour  Boavd  Bills  wen 
measures  which  affected  the  publio  sA  laig*  ia  a 
way  that  the  Legislatiye  Council  hsul  no  i^t  te 
interfere  with.  It  was  time  the  Honae  took  a 
stand  in  the  matter.  It  appeared  to  hioa  that,  df 
all  things,  the  borrowing  powers  and  endowments 
clauses  m  a  Bill  of  this  sort  the  Hooae  should 
guard  most  jealously.  If  those  elavees  were 
strook  out,  the  Bills  would  be  rendered  utterly 
useless.  He  would  now  therefore  more.  That  the 
amendments  be  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BBBS  would  ask  whether  the  atrildsg  out 
by  the  Legislatiye  Council  of  theee   borrowing 
powers  and  endowments — and  espeoiallj  the  bor- 
rowing powers — which  were  for  the  public  benefit 
was  not  an  interference  with  the  priyiiegea  of  the 
House  of  Bepreeentatjyes.     These   BOle   betag 
public  Acts,   and  not  bein^  mere^   local  and 
personal  Acts,  it  was  ouestionaUe  whether  the 
Legislatiye  CounoQ  had  aoy  right  to  strike  est 
the  borrowing  powers    and   emLowmenta.     He 
thought  these  Bills  came  within  the  category  of 
those  whidi  the  House  had  just  been  dieoiusing. 
•  Mr.  BBAKDON  would  take  another  point  in 
regard  to  agreeing  to  these  amendments :  that 
was  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  HiB  buainesB  sf 
the  House.    It  was  highly  improper  that  boner* 
able  members  should  be  called  upon  suddenly  to 
agree  to  amendments  without  the  least  oppor* 
tunity  of  knowing  what  they  were.    Tbe  House 
agreed  on  a  preyious  day  to  the  striking  out  of  a 
(£rase  in  the  Debtors  and  Creditore  Bill  which 
ou^ht  most  certainly  to  hare  been  retained,  and 
which  the  experience  of  this  counter  and  of  the 
old  oountiy  showed  to  be  exceeding  necessary. 
All  these  amendments  made  by  the  Upper  Hoass 
ought  to  be  circulated  amongst  honoraUe  mem* 
bers  before  they  were  called  upon  to  aay  whether 
they  would  accept  them  or  not ;  and  he  thou^ 
the  Ministry  haa  acted  yery  wrongly  in  the  coune 
they  had  tsken. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN  did  not  think  there  was  much 
in  the  i>oint  raised  by  the  honorable  men^ier  for 
Boslyn  in  regard  to  the  amendments  made  in  tbii 
BUI  by  the  Upper  House.  He  did  not  hdicfs 
that  House  haa  gone  beyond  its  powers  in  strik* 
ing  out  of  these  Harbour  Bills  the  borrowing 
powers  and  the  endowments  of  waste  lands  m 
the  Crown.  Neither  did  he  think  there  wss 
ipvuh.  in  the  objection  rsieed  by  the  last  speaktr. 
At  that  stage  of  the  session,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  wait  until  all  amendments  made  by  the 
Legislatiye  Council  in  Bills  were  printed  and  cii^ 
culated;  and  it  wonld  be  rather  hard  if  they 
could  not  take  the  word  of  honorable  memben 
in  cham  of  the  Bills  as  to  whether  the  amend- 
mmots  dwuld  be  accepted  or  not.    If  this  Bill 
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were  stopped  now  on  that  ground,  not  one  ont 
of  ftU  the  Bills  of  the  same  kind  that  had  been 
introdaoed  woold  be  passed  this  session.  Some 
nights  pxevionslji  when  these  Bills  passed  through 
the  House,  he  charaoterized  their  passage  ae  a 
funeral  march,  and,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  his 
prediction  as  to  their  fate  would  be  found  to  be 
perfectly  true.  In  this  case,  the  robust,  living 
Dody  that  had  been  sent  up  to  the  Legislative 
Council  had  come  back  a  mere  dry  skin — the 
borrowing  powers  were  gone,  the  endowments 
were  gone,  and  nothing  was  left  but  the  pre- 
amble. His  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Waikouaiti  said  the  machinery  was  left.  It 
might  be  so,  but  it  was  only  such  machineiy  as 
might  be  seen  in  a  model  en^ne  in  a  toy  shop, 
wiSi  no  oil  or  steam  to  put  it  in  motion.  aH 
the  honorable  gentleman  could  do  with  it  was  to 
put  it  in  a  glMs  case  until  next  session,  to  show 
what  had  heSa.  done.  He  agreed  with  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  LegislatiTe  Oounoil.  He  be- 
lieTed  the  House  of  ^presentatiyes  would  yet 
regret  having  in  so  hurried  a  manner  passed  idl 
these  Bills,  which  dealt  so  largely  with  the  public 
reyenues  and  public  estate,  and  would  have  rea- 
son to  be  thauful  that  it  was  not  the  only  place 
vbtoh  the  country  could  appeal  to — ^that  there 
was  another  Chamber,  composed  of  gentlemen 
who  had  seen  much  more  tlum  the  more  youthful 
members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes,  and 
ooold  rsetrain  and  generally  curb  the  exuberanoe 
of  that  House.  He  hoped  all  these  Bills  would 
aome  back  shorn  in  the  same  way — excepting 
always  the  Oamaru  Bill,  which  he  took  to  be  the 
model  BiU  of  the  session  for  dealing  with  har- 
bours. He  beliered  the  Upper  £use  would 
make  an  exception  of  it. 

Mr.  IfUlCSDBN  demurred  altogether  to  the 
eeoentrio  speech  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney,  and  also  to  his  statement  that  the  BiU 
was  no  longer  of  any  good.  He  contended  that 
it  was  still  of  considerable  importance.  After 
haying  consulted  several  friends  from  the  south, 
he  might  say  that  they  would  be  content  to 
take  the  skeleton,  hoping  to  elaborate  the  body 
at  a  future  period.  At  this  late  period  of  the 
session  it  was  absurd  to  get  into  ooUision  with 
the  other  House  about  this  excision  of  the 
borrowing  powers  and  the  endowment  reserves. 
He  thought  still  that  the  constitution  of  the 
Harbour  Board,  to  set  the  work  in  motion, 
would  be  valuable,  and  some  good  would  come 
out  of  it.  He  would  thereflDre  prefer  that  the 
amendments  should  be  a|ped  to,  although  he 
did  not  agree  with  them  himself.  He  was  sorry 
the  honorable  member  for  Bodney  had  so  poor 
an  apnreciation  of  the  harbours  of  the  colony. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  likely  that  a  finite  acre  of 
land  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  a  Harbour 
Board  would  be  misappropriated ;  and  he  would 
a^  the  House  to  agree  to  the  amendments,  in 
order  that  the  Bill  might  pass  this  session. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  requested  that  the  amend- 
ments miAt  be  read. 

Mr.  Q.  MoLE  AN  hoped  the  honorable  member 
would  not  insist  upon  the  amendments  being 
read,  as  they  were  rather  long.  He  would  tell 
tho  honoiuMa  geBtleaaa  in  »  ibw  vwdt  whftt 


they  were.  The  Upper  House  had  struck  out  the 
borrowing  powers  and  endowments,  with  exception 
of  the  foreshore ;  but  there  was  still  very  useful 
matter  left  in  the  Bill.  It  was  not  altogether 
such  a  skeleton  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney  would  make  out  j  and  he  (Mr.  McLean) 
was  quite  content  to  take  the  measure  as  it  stood 
as  an  instalment. 

Mr.  BOWB  trusted  the  honorable  member  fw 
Mataura  would  insist  upon  the  amendments  being 
read.  He  was  utterly  surprised  that  the  Minis- 
try should  so  tamely  submit  to  these  Bills  being 
emasculated  and  destroyed  as  they  were  now. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  said  the 
borrowing  powers  were  done  away  with — then 
the  Bills  were  worth  nothing,  and  it  would  be 
better  to  do  away  with  them  utogether.  If  there 
was  one  object  for  which  bmowing  powers 
should  be  obtained,  if  there  was  a  single  olijeot 
for  which  endowments  should  be  set  aside,  it  was 
to  improve  the  harbours  of  New  Zealand.  And 
yet,  because  the  Upper  House  said,  **  You  shall 
not  have  borrowing  powers,  and  you  shall  not 
have  endowments  for  this  purpose,"  the  Qo« 
vemment  tamely  submitted  to  it,  and  set  aside 
all  that  had  been  done  in  this  House  in  the  mat* 
ter.  Better  do  away  with  all  these  Harbour 
Board  Bills  at  once,  and  wait  for  another  session 
and  then  fight  the  matter  out. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  would  bring  under  Mr. 
Speaker's  notice  the  fiust  tbat  these  Bills  were 
sent  down  by  message  firom  His  Bxc^enoy  the 
Governor,  and  had  been  oonsidered  as  revenue 
Bills.  Was  it  possible  for  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, under  those  circumstances,  to'^idter  the  Bills, 
or  treat  them  in  any  other  way  than  it  did  re- 
venue Bills  ? 

Mr.  8PBAKBB  said  certain  Bills  were  sent 
down  by  His  Excellency  the  €h>yemor,  but  those 
Bills  were  discharged. 

Mr.  WAKEFxBLD  said  that,  if  the  other 
brandi  of  the  Legislature  had  taken  a  somewhat 
unusual  oourse  in  reference  to  this  Bill,  the  House 
itself  was  in  some  measure  to  blame,  fbr  they 
should  remember  that  nineteen  of  these  Harbour 
Bills  were  rushed  through  Committee  in  the 
oourse  of  a  single  night.  There  was  no  disous- 
sum  taken  upon  the  details  of  any  of  them,  and 
the  onus  of  discussing  the  partioulars  of  these 
Bills  was  thrown  upon  the  Upper  House.  They 
should  therefore  not  be  too  entioil  in  considering 
the  action  taken  by  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  They  should  remember  that  they 
haa  wholly  abneoated  their  own  funetions  in  re- 
gard to  these  Bi&.  He  thought  the  other  House 
was  placed  in  the  most  difileult  position  in  the 
matter,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which  the  House 
dealt  with  the  Bills.  Instead  of  discussing  the 
merits  or  the  principles  of  each,  it  rushed  them 
through  in  a  single  evening,  and  left  it  entirely 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  do  what 
they  ought  to  have  done  themselves.  They  could 
not  possibly  have  complained  if  the  other  House 
had  thrown  out  these  BiUs  one  and  all  i  but,  re- 
cognising the  importance  of  the  measures,  they 
endeavoured  to  oiseriminato  between  them,  and 
he  was  bound  to  say  they  had  shown  a  good  spirit 
n  dealiag  wfitti  thstt.    BpsaUag  of  tM  SiaMia 
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Bill,  he  was  in  »  position  to  say  that  it  went 
through  the  Hoate  in  a  state  that  was  oertainly 
not  Terj  creditahle  to  them.  For  instance,  oer- 
tain  clauses  were  taken  holns-bolus  out  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Aot.  They  had  nothing 
whaterer  to  do  with  the  suhject  of  the  BiU,  and 
were  entirely  inoompatihle  with  it  The  clauses, 
howeyer,  were  inserted  hy  the  Solicitor-General, 
and  did  not  reoeiTe  rery  great  oonsideration  at 
the  hands  of  the  House  ;  and  he  only  mentioned 
that  oircumstanoe  to  show  in  what  hasto  these 
measures  were  dealt  with.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances, they  should  not  blame  the  other  House  if 
it  had  somewhat  exceeded  its  ordinary  functions ; 
and  he  hoped  honorable  members  would  not  in- 
sist upon  the  obserranoe  of  strictly  constitutional 
points.  If  the  BUIs  had  been  brought  in  earlier 
in  the  session,  the  House  would  haye  done  exactly 
what  the  Ooundl  had  done  with  them. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  it  was  not  fair  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  come  in  incidentally 
as  it  were,  and  cbarse  the  House  with  haying 
acted  in  hasto  in  passms?  these  Bills.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  himseS  was  one  of  those  who 
were  absent  when  the  Bills  were  discussed,  and 
took  no  part  whatoyer  in  furthering  their  passage 
through  the  House. 

Mr.  WAKEFIEIiD  explained  that  when  he 
blamed  the  House,  he  blamed  himself  as  much  as 
any  other  honorable  member. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  the  Bills  had  been  before 
the  House  since  the  beginning;  of  the  session; 
they  had  passed  through  four  different  stages,  and 
were  not  dealt  with  in  the  hurried  manner  indi- 
cated by  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  they  had  had  a  plain  and 
unmistakable  proof  of  the  desire  of  Uie  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  to  assume  the  functions 
of  this  House.  They  were  sent  there  by  the 
public  of  New  Zealand  to  do  certain  things  for 
the  adyantase  of  the  community  at  large ;  and 
when  the  Upper  House  undid  their  work  in 
this  way,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  they 
should  consider  the  adrisabilify  of  effecting  some 
constitutional  change.  Lato  as  it  was  in  the 
session,  it  was  not  too  lato  to  do  that.  As  the 
amendments  in  the  Bluff  Harbour  Board  Bill 
were  of  an  important  charactor,  he  considered  he 
would  only  be  acting  in  the  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents if  he  moyed  that  they  be  not  aereed  to ; 
but  as  he  did  not  wish  to  waste  time,  he  would 
moye  that  they  be  considered  next  day.  He  was 
entitled  to  a  little  time  to  consider  their  effect 
upon  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  amendmente  made 
by  the  Legistatiye  Council  be  agreed  to ;"  upon 
which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result: — 

Ayes         81 

Noes         21 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J,  0.  Brown, 


10 


Ans. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Fearoe, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bjohardion, 


Mr.  Biyoe,  Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  Button,  Mr.  BoUeston* 

Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  De  Lautour,  Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Dignan,  Mr.  Steyens, 

Mr.  Gibbs,  Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Wbitaker, 

Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Woolcoek. 
Mr.  Lumsden,  TidUrs. 

Mr.  a.  McLean,  Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Moorhouse,  Mr.  Fyke. 

K0B8. 
Mr.  Andrew,  Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Baigent,  '  Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Swanson, 

Sir  G-.  Gbey,  Mr.  Teschemakor, 

Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Murray,  ToUer$, 

Mr.  Bees,  Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Beynolds,  Mr.  W.  Wood. 

The  motion  was  oonsequently  agreed  to. 
Mr  SPEAKER  subsequently  said«— It  is  my 
duty  to  inform  the  House  that  I  haye  yery  obi«- 
fully  considered  the  proyisions  of  the  Public 
Works  Bill,  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the 
House  ;  and  I  am  of  oinnion  that  it  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  priyileges  of  this  House  for  it 
to  entertain  that  Bill  in  the  shape  in  which  it 
has  been  introduced  here  from  the  LegislatiTB 
Council;  and  on  that  account  it  will  be  laid 
aside. 

FINANCIAL  ABBANaBMENTS  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Clause  4. — Charges  on  the  Land  Fund  of  a 
proyincial  district. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  moyed  the  omission  of  the 
following  words: — "With  the  paymente  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  proyince  abolished,  as  pro^ 
yided  by  section  nine." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stend  part  of  the  clause ;  upon  which 
a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  foUowing 
result: — 


Ayes         

20 

Noes        

26 

Minority  against ... 

6 

Ayss. 

Miyor  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Pearoe, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Fitsroy, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Hursthousa, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

Mr.  Kelly, 
Captain  tCenny, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  a.  McLean, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

Mr,  SteTonf. 
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KOM. 


Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bams, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Diflpan, 
Bir  B.  fiougUw, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hifllop, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamsden, 
Mr.  ICoorhotue, 
Mr.  Murray, 


Mr.  Beee, 
Mr.  Beynoldi, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Bwaneon, 
Mr.  Teiohemaker, 
Mr.  Thomion, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Williame, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
TelUr$, 
Mr.  Baigenty 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


The  amendment  was  oonseqoently  agreed  to* 
CUose  as  amended  agreed  to. 
Olanse  9. — Salaries  of  Superintendents  to  be 
paid  for  their  term  of  offioe. 

Question  put,  "That  Uie  clause  as  amended 
stand  part  of  the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a  dirision 
vaa  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         20 

Noes         26 


M^ority  against . 


6 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  0.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peaioe, 
Mr.Beid, 

Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Bir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamaoh, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 


Am. 

Mr.  Biohardsoni 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Steyens, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Wooloook. 

TeUer$. 
Mr.  Fyke, 
Mr.  Wason. 
UToxs. 

Mr.  Moorhonse, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Shrimdd, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 


TeUerf. 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 
Faibs. 
Jbr.  J^ainH. 

Mr.  Fitsroy,  I  Mr.  BaHf , 

Mr.  Sharp.  |  Mr.  Williams. 

The  olattse  was  oonae^uently  struck  out. 
Olanse   14. — Subsidies  payable  to  Borough 
Oouici]s»  GountT  GounoilB,  and  Boad  Boards. 

Mr.  SHBBHAN  moyed.  That  the  following 
words  be  added  to  the  dause :-— "  Frorided,  how- 
eyer,  that  the  amount  of  any  subsidies  which, 
under  this  section  and  section  8,  shall  be  annoaUy 
payable  to  any  county,  road  district^  borough,  or 
other  local  bodji  thtU  ia  eyecy  iaa^maoo  be  re- 


duced by  the  amount^  if  any,  of  any  rents  or 
reyenues  received  by  such  local  body  durine  the 

Ereyious  financial  year  for  or  in  respect  of  any 
mds  yested  as  endowments  in  such  local  bodies 
under  or  by  yirtue  of  the  provisions  of  any  Act  of 
the  General  Assembly,  or  any  Act  or  Ordinance 
of  any  Proyincial  Council." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  j^roposed  to  be 
added  be  there  added;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes  12 

Noes  28 


Majority  against  ... 

Atx0. 


16 


Mr.  Andrew,  Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Baigent,  Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Brandon;  Mr.  Woolcock^ 
Mr.  Button, 

Sir  B.  Douglas,  TeUen, 

Mr.  Gibbs,  Mr.  De  Lautouri 

Mr.  Hursthouse,  Mr.  Sheehan. 

Migor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fither, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lamacb, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhonse,  . 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Beid, 

For. 
Mr.Barif, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  SMton, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Williams. 
The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived^ 
and  the  clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  22. — Avenues  from  sales  of  land,  leases, 
&c.,  on  gold  fields  to  be  Land  Fond. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved.  That  the  wordi 
"  leasmg,  letting,  or  other  disposal,"  be  inserted 
after  the  word  "  sale  "  in  the  fint  line. 

Qoestionput,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  bb 
added  be  so  added ;"  upon  which  a  cuvision  waa 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         2d 

Noes     7 


NoM. 

Mr.  Beynoldsy 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sluimski, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr*  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wason« 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

TeUer$» 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Fyke. 

FAIB8. 

Mr.  Fitcroy, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Fearoe, 
Mr.  Sharp. 


Minority  for 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Migor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  C,  Bfown, 


16 


Atxb. 

I  Mr.  Beynolds, 
I  Mr.  BoUeston, 
I  Mr.  Seymour, 
I  Bir.  Steyena, 
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Hr.  BattoD, 

Mr.  Smiuon. 

Hr.  OibbB, 

Mr.Wtwm, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.KeUy, 

Mr.  Wooloook. 

Mr.  Kennedj, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

TtiUrs. 

Mr.  O.  McLean, 

Mr.Pyke, 

Mr.  Mnrmj, 

Mr.  Beid. 

Kc 

»S8. 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Thornton. 

Mr.Hidop. 

2W2irv. 

Mr.  Lammoli. 

Mr.fiheehftn, 

Mr.  ShrimakL 

The  Mneadmeat  wm  ooneeanentlj  a^peed  to. 
Progreea  wm  zeported«  and  leare  giren  to  ait 
again. 

Mr.  SEYMOUB^  before  the  Honee  a^joamed* 
desired  to  lay  a  few  words  by  way  of  pereonal 
explanation  regarding  a  Tote  he  ^fe  on  pub- 
section  6,  ohuise  4,  of  the  Financial  Arrange- 
ments BiU.  He  was  absent  from  the  House  wMn 
the  question  was  put,  and,  when  the  diTision  was 
oallea  for,  was  discussing  a  matter  of  considerable 
interest  with  the  Minister  for  Public  Works. 
They  both  came  into  the  House  just  before  the 
doors|were  locked  i  he  did  not  hear  the  question 
put,  and  by  inadyertenoe  went  into  the  wrong 
lobby.  He  Toted  with  the  Ayes,  but  had  he 
known  the  question  upon  which  he  was  Toting  he 
should  haTC  TOted  with  the  Noes.  He  wished 
now  to  ask  Mr.  Speaker  whether  one  of  these  two 
courses  could  not  be  followed  t  either  that  his 
name  should  be  recorded  with  the  Koes,  or  be 
disallowed  altogether.  In  "  May's  Pariiamentafy 
Practice"  it  was  laid  down  as  a  cQstinct  rule  that  a 
member  who  had  a  direct  pecuniary  interest  in  a 
question  before  the  House  should  not  be  allowed 
to  TOte,  but  the  interest  must  be  immediate  and 
personal.  "  May"  also  said  that  the  rote  of  a 
member  who  Toted  thnmdi  inadfertence  on  a 
piiTate  BiU,  in  which  he  had  a  direct  pecuniary 
mterest,  was  always  ordered  to  be  disallowed. 
He  had  a  pecuniary  interest  in  this  yote,  in  an 
indirect  sense,  because  the  subsection  proyided 
for  compensation  to  be  giyen  to  the  Superinten- 
dents or  proyinoes ;  and  although  it  had  been 
pointed  out  that  the  subsection  only  directed  the 
payment  to  be  made  out  of  the  CoDsolidated  Fund 
if  such  payment  was  afterwards  yoted,  he  yet 
felt  that,  had  he  known  what  the  auestion  was 
when  the  diyision  was  taken«  he  should  haye  gone 
into  the  lobl]^  with  the  Noes. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  rule  appeared  to  be 
dearly  laid  down  in  "May"  ths^  whether  a 
member  went  into  the  wrong  lobby  through  in- 
adyertence  or  from  an^  other  cause,  he  was  bound 
by  the  yote  actually  eiyen  without  regard  to  his 
intention.  It  seemea  to  him,  therefore,  that  the 
honorable  member^s  yote  could  not  be  disallowed, 
but  must  stand  as  it  appeared  on  the  diyision 
list.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  interest,  it 
appeared  to  him  that,  where  a  question  of  public 
plolicy  was  concerned,  the  question  of  personal 
interest  was  at  once  superwded,  and  therefore 
was  inadmissible.  The  honorable  sentleman's 
yote,  therefore,  could  not  be  called  m  question 
beoaufe  of  ai^  alleged  personal  inkiVMt 


The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  four 
o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE  OP  BBPBESBNTATIVBS, 
Satmrdag,  2Ut  October,  1S76. 


Saoond 


»iid  Basdiot— Third  BMding*— San  FnuifliMO  Hall 
Sanrioe—Poblio  Works  Bill:  PriTilaga— Qoalifloatioa 
of  Bleotort  Bill— Manhood  BoifeMo  Bill— Pablio 
Works  Bill^-Fiiuy&oial  Arrangements  BilL 

Mr.  Spsucn  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 

o'dook. 

PlATlBg. 

SBOOKD  BEADDra. 

The  Natiye  Grantees  Bill. 

THIBD  BEABINaS. 
The  Wellington  College  Bill,  the  Hospital  Be* 
seryes  Bill. 

SAN  FBANCISOO  MAIL  SEBTIGB. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB  laid  on  the  table  furthar 
papers  relating  to  the  San  Francisco  MAilSeryioe, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB.^1  bring  this  matter  be- 
fore the  House  because  it  is  become  a  matter  of 
urgency,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  answer  a 

?;uestion  contained  in  a  telegram  dated  yesterday 
Irom  the  New  South  Wsles  Goyemment^  and 
which  relates  to  a  prior  telegram  sent  on  the  17th 
October.  The  poeition  at  present  is  that  the  ser- 
yice  is  on  the  eye  of  breaking  down  unless  a  new 
arrangement  is  made.  It  appears  that  Messrs. 
Gilchrist  and  Watt,  the  agents  for  the  Oompaoy, 
haye  been  instmoted  that  unless  some  alteration 
is  made,  the  contractors  will  pay  the  forfeit  of 
£25,000,  and  the  seryioe  will  end.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  any  permanent  arrangement 
but  to  apee  to  a  temporary  anangement  ths^  is 
■ug^tedby  the  Kew  South  Wales  Gbyemment. 
This  arrangement  was  proposed  on  the  euppoei- 
tion  that  the  "  Australia  "  would  leaye  Auckland 
to-day.  The  Kew  South  Wales  Gh>yemment  is 
mistskken  in  that  idea,  as  she  will  not  leaye  until 
either  Sunday  eyeninc  or  Monday  morning.  I 
haye  telegraphed  to  Vm  agents  of  the  OMnpany 
in  AucklMid,  and  it  is  prolMible  she  will  not  liasye 
till  Monday  morning.  It  is  urgent,  thetefbre, 
that  we  should  come  to  some  dedsion,  in  order 
that  instructions  may  be  sent  to  San  Franoisoo 
by  the  *'  Australia,"  as  otherwise  it  would  appear 
that  the  Company  will  pay  the  £25,000  and  the 
sendee  will  at  once  stop.  It  is  not  now  pro- 
posed, on  the  part  of  New  South  Wales,  &at 
any  permanent  arrangement  should  be  made; 
but  m  order  to  keep  the  serfiee  going  on, 
it  is  proposed  that  the  oootractois  should  be 
allowed  to  run  the  setyice  as  befove,  tempofaiily 
from  New  South  Walee  to  Hondlulu,  thence  to 
tiie  Bay  of  Islands  or  Auckland,  and  thence  to 
"  dney.  ^nie  Colonial  Secretary  of  New  South 
ales  forwarded  to  the  Geyemmeat  the  IbllowJag 
,  dated  the  17th  October  .•^ 
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ifttod  to  ni  on  the  fourteenth  instant,  would 
lender  oontinuanoe  of  serrioe  by  Pacific  Company 
impoMiUe.  The  ComiMuijr  haye  telegraphed 
GKlohfist  that  they  will  forfeit  penalty,  and  with- 
draw entirely,  rather  than  ran  your  coastal  ser- 
Tioe,  or  undertake  any  responsibility  in  connection 
with  it  again.  This  colony  will  not  be  content 
with  lonfBt  postal  time  witliout  sharing  in  sayizigs 
on  subsidy,  which, -by  yoor  proposal,  yon  olaim 
entirely.  Nor  is  it  ctear  that  there  would  be  ten 
thousand  pounds  saying;  for  if  the  Company 
were  to  run  coastal  serrice,  the  reduction  from 
present  subsidy  would  be  small.  The  only  prin- 
ciple likely  to  be  approyed  by  our  Parliament  is, 
that  whateyer  saying  be  effected  should  be  shared 
e^uall^  by  both  colonies.  We  recommend  recon- 
sideration, and  that  the  two  colonies  offer  to  the 
Company  seyenty-fiye  thousand  pounds,  Fr'isoo, 
Honolulu,  Bay  of  Islands,  Sydney,  thirteen  trips 
a  year.  Senarate  tender  for  the  coastal  seryioe 
to  be  called  and  jointly  approyed.  The  cost 
thereof  to  be  joint  and  equal  between  our  respec- 
tiye  Goyernments.  The  whole  to  be  subject  to 
the  approyal  of  Parliament.  Meantime  ibe  ser- 
yioe might  be  performed  by  proposed  new  route." 

A  further  telegram,  dated  the  20th  October, 
was  receiyed.    It  is  as  follows : — 

"  With  reference  to  your  first  telegram  of  the 
18th  instant,  we  are  with  you  that  the  saying  on 
any  new  arranffement  for  the  Pacific  Mail  Se^ice 
•hall  be  eonalTy  diyided  between  our  respectiye 
colonies.  You  say  in  effect,  in  your  second  tele- 
gram of  same  date,  that  while  £5,000  would  be 
snf&dant  for  your  coastal  serrice  if  the  mails  be 
landed  at  Auckland,  it  would  requre  more  than 
£10,000  if  they  were  deliyered  at  Aiy  of  Islands. 
We  are  unable  to  understand  why  you  cannot 
arrange  for  the  mails  being  carried  from  Bay  of 
Islands  to  Auckland,  which  would  place  them  in 
the  position  which  you  seem  to  desire,  which  we 
belieye  could  be  done  for  an  annual  subsidy  of 
£1,000.  You  are  already  aware  that  the  con- 
tractors will  rather  forfeit  penalty  than  do  coastal 
aeryice.  Pending  our  negotiation  Pftdflo  BCail 
Seryioe,  Gilchrist  asks  permission,  in  accordance 
with  the  concluding  paragraph  of  our  telegram  of 
the  17th  instant,  to  perforin  serrice  by  way  of 
Honolulu,  Bay  of  IsUuids,  and  Sydney.  Do  you 
oonsentP  Beply  promptly,  as  Oilchnst  urgently 
desires  to  send  instructions  to  F\ji  by  telegraph- 
ingto  '  Australia,'  leaying  Auckland  to-morrow." 

That  is  the  position  in  which  the  question 
now  stands.  Looking  at  the  pronuse  made  on  the 
part  of  the  Goyemment,  I  thought  it  due  to  the 
House  to  lay  before  it  the  whole  matter,  with 
the  riew  of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  House  on 
the  subject  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done.  This 
is  a  priyato  members'  day,  and  I  haye  no  desire 
to  |;o  into  any  discussion  to  preyent  the  priyato 
business  being  proceeded  with  ;  but  as  this  is  a 
matter  of  urgency,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  bring 
it  before  the  House.  What  I  propose  to  do  is 
this:  to  forward  a  telegram  to  the  New  South 
Wales  Goyernment  to  the  following  effect: — 
"  As  a  temporary  arrangement,  pendmg  negotia- 
tions, we  consent  to  your  proposal  in  telegram 
17th  October,  substituting  Auckland  for  Bay  of 
Could  not  be  otaarwiaa  for  the  present^ 


as  only  one  small  coastal  steamer,  unsuitable 
for  San  Francisco  passengers,  rans  between 
Auckland  and  Bay  of  Islands,  and  no  suitable 
steamer  can  be  sot  to  teke  up  seryioe  pending 
negotiations  only?'  This  is  what  I  propose  to 
do,  unless  the  House  chooses  to  suggest  any- 
thing ^else  for  the  purpose  of  meetinff  the  New 
Soutn  Wales  Goyernment.  This  will  be  only  a 
temporary  arrangement  pending  further  nego- 
tiationsy  and  these  negotiations  will  be  broudbt 
to  a  termination  as  speedily  as  possible.  We 
propose  this  arrangement  in  order  to  preyent 
the  risk  of  the  seryice  breaking  down.  Monor- 
able  members  will  see  by  the  printed  telegrams 
that  the  serrice  is  in  that  position  that  it  will 
break  down,  and  probably  no  other  steamer  will 
come  if  we  do  not  make  some  arranffcment  of 
this  kind.  Hence  it  is  that  the  New  South 
Wales  Goyernment  are  so  urgent  that  a  reply 
should  be  sent  by  the  steamer  **  Australia,"  with 
instructions  that  the  seryioe  may  be  continued. 
What  we  propose  to  do  will  not  commit  the 
House  to  an^  permanent  senrice  whateyer  without 
the  permission  of  the  House.  I  moye,  That,  as 
a  temporary  arrangement  pending  negotiations^ 
the  proposal  of  the  Gbyernment  of  New  South 
Wales,  m  their  telegram  of  the  20th  of  October, 
be  agned  to,  substituting  Auckland  for  Bay  of 
Islands. 

Mr.  BUBNS.— I  wish  to  know  if  the  mails 
will  be  distributed  along  the  coast  by  the  Goyern- 
ment or  the  contractors. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB.— The  mails  would  haye  to 
be  distributed  by  the  Gt)yemment  here,  at  the 
loint  expense  of  New  South  Wales  and  New  Zea- 

Ui.  CUBTIS.— I  wish  to  say  that  I  quite 
agree  with  the  resolution;  but  I  do  not  quite 
understand  as  regards  the  permanent  arranse- 
mente  which  haye  to  be  maae,  or  what  the  Go- 
yernment propose  to  do  with  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  the  mails  from  the  Bay  of  Islands 
or  Auckland,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  resolu- 
tion already  come  to  fixes  it  absolutely  that  that 
diBtribution  must^be  made  by  the  Company  con- 
tracting. The  House  will  recollect  that  1  moyed 
an  amendment  to  strike  out  these  words  "by 
the  Company  to  deal  with,"  stoting  that  in  the 
negotiations  between  the  Goyernment  and  the 
New  South  Wales  Goyernment,  it  would  be  yeij 
possible  that  the  Goyernment,  by  haring  their 
hands  tied  too  tightly,  might  be  put  in  some 
difficulty.  The  New  South  Walee  Goyernment 
urge  that  the  distribution  of  the  mails  should  be 
done  hjtepKnie  tender,  to  be  approyed  of  by 
both  Goyernmente.  By  the  resolution  already 
passed,  the  Goyernment  are  precluded  from  en- 
tering into  any  arrangement  of  that  kind.  I 
wish  to  know  whether  the  Goyernment  propose 
to  ask  the  House  to  modify  that  resolution,  or 
what  course  theypropose  to  toke. 

Mr.  WHITASjBB.~I  propose  to  brins  the 
matter  again  before  Parliament.  I  shall  taxe  no 
stops  or  enter  into  any  contract  that  wiU  be  bind- 
ing on  the  New  Zealand  Goyernment  until  I  haye 
receired  the  authority  of  the  House  to  do  so. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— I  would  like  to  know  what 
guarantee  there  will  be  that  any  re-arrangement 
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will  be  faithfally  carried  oaf..  It  appesrs  to  me 
that  oar  American  coosiiiB  are  eyer  readj  to  enter 
into  bargains,  and  eqoallj  ready  in  quitting  them 
if  they  are  getting  the  worst  of  it ;  while,  if  the 
position  were  rerersed,  they  would  take  care  to 
keep  us  to  our  bargain.  1  think  the  oontraet 
should  be  upheld  in  its  integrity. 

Kr.  WHITAKBB.— There  is  a  bond  entered 
into  for  £25,000.  I  do  not  know  whether  this 
House  would  wish  the  contractors  to  increase  the 
amount  of  the  bond. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS.~I  think  the  "Hinemoa" 
steamer  could  be  used  to  go  to  the  Bay  of 
Islands.  She  would  be  a  suitable  yessel  for  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  BUBNS.— I  think  the  House  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  haying  adopted  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Uhalmers.  It  would  have  been  a  great  pity  if  the 
matter  had  been  dealt  with  otherwise.  I  do  hope 
that  the  Gt>yemment  will  be  firm  in  this  matter. 
I  belieye  we  shall  neyer  haye  any  satisfaction  with 
this  seryioe,  and  the  sooner  the  Goyemment 
make  arrangements  for  another  seryice,  either  by 
Suez  or  the  Cape,  the  better.  I  am  conyinced 
that  the  present  seryice  will  only  be  a  temporary 
one,  and  that  some  hitch  or  difficulty  will  occur 
again.  The  Goyemment  should  abandon  the 
■eryice  altogether,  and  let  us  haye  another  and  a 
better  seryice. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD.— I  think  it  is  desirable  that 
the  House  should  agree  to  this  resolution,  as 
it  does  not  bind  the  House  to  anything  final. 
There  is  one  question  which  sfaoula  always  be 
borne  in  mind — ^namely,  that  the  New  South 
Wales  Goyemment  haye  really  a  much  stronger 
desire  to  maintain  the  San  Francisco  Sendee  thtku 
New  Zealand  has.  There  is  a  yeiy  considerable 
difference  of  opinion  in  New  Zealand  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  majority  are,  and  no  doubt  wisely,  in 
fayour  of  that  seryice,  yet  there  is  a  yery  in- 
fluential minority  that  care  rery  little  about  it. 
Now,  the  New  South  Wales  Groyemment  haye 
a  yery  strong  desire  to  maintain  this  seryice 
rather  than  revert  to  the  position  they  occupied 
in  regard  to  Victoria,  when  they  neyer  could 
agree  in  reference  to  the  P.  and  O.  Seryice, 
especially  when  Yictoria  determined  that  the 
terminus  should  be  at  Melboume.  That  is  a 
question  on  which  there  is  a  yeiy  strong  feeling 
in  New  South  Wales.  New  South  Wales  should 
yery  properly  be  required  to  forego  something 
when  we  are  foregomg  what  was  certainly  in- 
tended to  put  us  on  a  par  with  New  South 
Wales.  I  refer  to  the  change  of  terminus.  Nt> 
doubt,  haying  a  terminus  at  any  port  is  of 
great  advantage  to  that  port.  The  docking  and 
repairing  of  yeseels  causes  the  expenditure  of  a 
great  deal  of  money  in  the  port  where  the 
terminus  is,  and  New  South  Wales  is  getting 
the  whole  benefit  of  that  by  the  proposal  which 
this  House  has  already  agreed  to ;  and  we,  on  our 
part,  I  think,  have  a  right  to  stand  out  against 
the  evident  desire  of  New  South  Wales  that  we 
should  pay  half  of  the  cost  of  the  whole  service, 
while  a  considerable  portion  of  the  profit  is  thein 
alone. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


PUBLIC  W0BK8  BILL:  PBIVILEGE. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege.  I  move  the  following  resolafeion,  on 
which  I  need  make  no  remans,  the  subject 
haying  been  before  us  yesterday : — Besolred,  That 
a  Bill  sent  from  the  Legislative  Council  far  pub- 
lic works  having  been  yesterday  read,  and  this 
House  having  observed  that  the  said  Bill  was  to 
alter  the  course  of  law  in" part,  and  to  levy 
charges  upon  the  people,  and  to  proyide  for  the 
payment  and  destination  of  funds  of  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand,  and  conceiying  that  it  is  a  privi- 
lege inherent  in  this  House  that  Bills  of^tiiat 
nature  ought  to  be  considered  here,  it  is  of 
opinion  that  the  said  Bill  having  been  laid  aside, 
that  the  Legislative  Council  be  acquainted  there- 
with ;  and  the  Legislative  Council  are  to  be 
desired  for  that  cause  not  to  suffer  any  mention 
of  the  said  Bill  to  remain  on  their  Journals. 
And  the  Legislative  Council  are  further  to  be 
acquainted  that  this  House,  finding  the  matter 
of  their  Bill  to  be  useful  and  of  puUio  oonoem- 
ment,  have  ordered  a  Bill  of  like  nature  to  be 
brought  in. 

Hr.  BEES.— The  words  of  the  mofcbn  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  are  the  exact 
words,  as  neftrly  as  they  can  possibly  fit  the  cir- 
cumstanoes  of  New  Zealand,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  unanimously  agreed  to,  in  1661,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  question  of  the  Paving  Bill,  a  matter 
which  was  questioned  here  last  night.  It  had 
been  the  established  law  of  the  old  country  for 
nearly  800  years,  and  it  was  the  first  occasion 
upon  which  the  House  of  Lords  was  asked  in 
that  explicit  manner  to  take  all  mention  of  a  Bill 
from  their  records.  They  at  once,  upon  receiying 
the  resolution  of  the  Commons,  complied  with  i%. 
I  belieye  nothing  would  be  more  likely  to  put 
upon  a  certain  footing  the  relatiye  positions  of  this 
and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  than  by 
passing  such  a  resolution  as  that  proposed  by  tiie 
honorable  member  fi>r  the  Thames,  and  forward- 
ins  it  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— I  agree  with  the  prin- 
oiples  of  the  resolution  as  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames.  At  the  same  time, 
I  think  it  should  be  taken  into  consideration  that 
this  Bill  was  originally  brought  into  this  House, 
and  we  were  then  informed  t£at  it  would  be  taken 
from  here  and  sent  to  the  other  House.  We 
then  made  no  remonstrance  against  that  eourse 
of  proceeding.  Under  these  circumstances,  any 
resolution  passed  by  the  House  should  recognise 
that  we  were  a  party  in  the  first  instance  to  what 
was  done. 

Major  ATEINSON.—I  think  we  shall  all  agree 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  protect  the  privileges  of 
this  House,  but  I  shall  hardly  be  prepared  to 
agree  to  this  resolution,  because,  I  take  it  that 
we  have  thoroughlj^  yindicated  our  privileges  by 
laying  the  Bill  aside.  The  honorable  member 
for  Avon  has  pointed  out  that  we  were,  practi- 
cally, consenting  parties  to  the  Bill  being  with- 
drawn for  the  purpose  of  its  being  sent  to  the 
Upper  House ;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  at  aU  desirable  to  do  anything  which  wiU  tend 
to  produce  a  conflict  between  the  two  Houses. 
The  breach  of  the  priyileges  of  this  House  which 
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has  been  committed  wa«,  as  it  were,  through  our 
own  ooneent  ond  inadyertence,  and  it  womd  not 
be  wiM  to  pursue  the  matter  too  far.  I  think  we 
bare  sufficiently  Tindicat«d  our  position  by  laying 
the  Bill  on  one  side.  The  measure  is,  undoubt- 
edly, one  of  very  great  importance,  and  it  does 
seem,  looking  at  the  whole  question,  unwise  for 
ns  to  take  any  other  action  than  that  we  haTo 
already  taken.  No  doubt,  the  late  Gkyemment 
and  toe  present  Goyemment  are  primarily  to 
blame,  for  having  sent  tliis  Bill  to  the  Legis- 
latiye  Council ;  but  it  was  done  with  the  yiew  of 
expediting  public  business,  and  after  this  House 
had  been  consulted  and  informed  what  it  was 
intended  to  do.  I  trust  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  see  his  way,  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
business,  to  withdraw  this  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  you.  Sir,  and  this  House  haye  sufficiently 
▼indicated  our  priyilegea  by  directing  that  tfiis 
Bill  should  be  laid  on  one  side.  Ti)6  motion, 
I  submit,  cannot  protect  our  priyilegea  more  than 
they  are  already  protected,  and  it  might  possibly 
giye  rise  to  a  feeling  between  the  two  Houses 
which  it  is  veiy  desirable  not  to  produce. 

Sir  G-.  G-REY.— The  matter  is  one  of  yery 
great  public  concern.  I  would  simply  put  this 
question :  Will  the  Goyemment  consent  to  this 
debate  being  adjourned  until  half>past  seyen,  to 
giye  me  time  to  consider  what  course  I  should 
take? 

Mr.  8HEEHAN.— I  do  not  think  the  Upper 
House  is  at  all  to  blame  in  this  matter.  I  have 
spoken  to  seyeral  members  of  that  House,  and  so 
far  as  I  am  aware  they  are  yery  sorry  that  this 
has  occurred.  At  the  same  time  I  cannot  accept 
the  doctrine  of  my  honorable  friend  the.  Premier, 
that  because  the  House  consented  te  this  Bill 
being  sent  to  the  Upper  Chamber,  it  has  no  right 
to  pass  such  a  resolution  as  that  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  because  it  was 
to  be  presumed  that  the  measure  sent  to  the  Up- 
per House  would  be  one  which  it  would  be  com- 
petent to  deal  with.  It  was  to  bo  supposed  that 
Ministers  would  act  according  to  t!ie  mw.  It  is 
an  oycrsight  which  has  arisen  out  of  the  very 
laudable  desire  to  expedite  the  business  of  the 
session  ;  and  I  think  we  are  yery  much  (o  blame 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  busiupss  has  been 
conducted,  for  (he  Upper  House  has  been  practi- 
cally without  work  week  after  week.  I  bvlioye 
the  resolution  can  do  no  harm,  for  it  will  but  re- 
assert a  right  which  has  been  called  in  question ; 
and  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  will  bo  accepted  with 
perfect  friendship  and  in  a  spirit  of  fair-play  by 
the  other  House. 

Mr.  REID. — I  olject  to  the  adjournment  of 
this  matter.  Although  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill  into  the  other  House  is  a  breach  of  our 
priyileges,  yet  wo  had  better  not  draw  this  line 
too  fast.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  Public  Health 
Bill  which  we  passed  this  session,  and  it  proyides 
how  rates  are  to  be  made  for  yarious  purposes  and 
to  proyide  the  means  for  expenditure.  Clause  84 
proyides  for  the  infliction  of  penalties ;  and,  in- 
deed, there  was  no  limit  to  the  penalties  in  it.  It 
laid  burdens  on  the  people,  jet  it  was  brought 
down  from  the  other  House,  and  we  passed  it  here 
with  acdamation.   There  was  no  eenture  passed  in 
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that  case  for  haying  sent  such  a  Bill  to  us.  The 
fact  is,  wo  can  scarcely  pass  any  Bill  which  does 
not  place  burdens  upon  the  people  in  some  shape 
or  another.  I  think  it  is  unwise  to  stretch 
this  lino  too  tightly.  I  think  that  the  Bill  to 
which  reference  is  now  being  made,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  clause  which  giyes  power  to  leyy 
tolls,  does  not  in  any  yery  direct  way  lay  a  bur* 
then  upon  the  people ;  and  eren  that  clause 
did  so  in  a  yery  indirect  manner.  «  I  cannot 
see  that  any  great  good  will  be  secured  by  pass- 
ing such  a  resolution  as  this,  because  it  does 
imply  a  censure  on  the  other  House;  and  I 
think  this  House  is  able  to  yindicate  itself,  and 
has  done  so  by  putting  the  Bill  aside. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  think,  Sir,  that  we 
should  adjourn  the  debate.  If  the  other  House 
has  fallen  into  an  error,  it  has  been  through  the 
action  of  this  House  ;  but  I  think  it  is  unwise  that 
we  should  pot  on  the  records  of  this  House  the 
yiew  it  entertains  in  respect  to  Money  Bills. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  think  that  this  matter 
should  be  disposed  of  at  onoe.  One  diyision 
already  appears  on  the  records. 

Mr.  BARFF.— I  do  not  think  there  is  any- 
thing to  be  objected  to  in  the  resolution  before 
the  House.  There  is  nothing  in  it  that  can  in 
any  way  be  offensiye  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  An  error  has  been  committed,  but  the 
mistake  was  originally  made  by  the  Goyemment, 
and  not  by  this  Bouse  or  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  The  honorable  member  for  Avon 
has  pointed  out  that  when  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Bill  from  this  House  and  its  introduction  into 
the  Legislatiye  Council  was  proposed,  no  protest 
was  mule  against  that  course.  Howeyer,  I  yery 
distinctly  remember  it  being  a  rather  common 
matter  of  conyersation  among  members  at  that 
time,  that  in  all  probability  this  would  turn  out 
a  MonoY  Bill,  which  could  only  be  originated 
here,  altnough  that  point  was  not  brought  for- 
ward in  the  House  until  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  introduced  it  last  night.  I  think 
there  is  nothing  positiycly  or  oren  at  all  offensiye 
in  the  present  resolution,  and  I  know  no  reason 
for  objecting  to  its  being  passed. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— The  question  as  to  whether 
it  would  be  offensiye  to  the  other  Chamber  is  a 
matter  that  we  can  hardly  decide  ;  but  they  will 
decide  it  for  themselves.  It  miglit  not  be  con- 
sidered so,  and  yet  there  might  be  some  members 
of  that  Chamber  who  would  not  like  a  resolution 
being  passed  by  this  House  ordering  them  to 
expunge  from  the  records  all  mention  of  the  Bill. 
We  should  remember  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
into  the  Council  was  done  with  our  privity  and  con- 
sent, and  we  maj  be  said  to  have  condoned  any 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House  which  may 
have  been  committed.  I  think  this  House,  having 
determined  to  reassert  its  privileges  by  setting 
aside  the  Bill,  has  really  shown  that  it  will  not 
allow  its  priyileges  to  be  invaded  by  any  action 
taken  in  another  place.  At  this  period  of  the 
session,  when  it  is  very  possible  there  may  be  a 
necessity  for  conferences  in  respect  to  amend* 
ment-s  made  in  Bills  by  both  Houses,  it  is  very 
desirable  that  thoso  conferences  should  be  ap- 
proached without  any  latent  feeling  of  imtation* 
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I  tlioald  Hope  that  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  would  be  able  to  see  his  way  not  to  press 
this  motion.  I  think  tlie  House  has  reasserted 
its  priTileges  sufficientlj  by  the  action  taken  with 
reference  to  this  Bill;  and  I  hope  the  present 
motion,  which  under  other  cireumstanoes — if  the 
Bill  had  been  initiated  by  the  other  branch  of  tho 
TiOgislature  propria  molu — ^might  be  agreed  to, 
will  be  withdrawn,  because  it  would  be  likely  to 
cause  a  feeUng — ^I  do  not  say  certain,  but  likely  or 
possible  to  cause  a  feeling — ^prejudicial  to  legis- 
uktion  at  this  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  SFEAKEB.— Perhaps  the  House  will  not 
consider  it  improper  in  me  to  offer  an  obseryation 
in  this  matter.  I  will  read  to  the  House  what 
in  the  Journals    in    reference  to  this 


"Public  Work$  BiU.  —  Ur.  Bpeaker  stated 
that,  haying  considered  the  proyisions  of  tho 
Public  Works  Bill,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
BiU  could  not  be  proceeded  with  consistently  with 
regard  to  the  prinleges  of  this  House. 

<'  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  laid  aside." 

I  think  that  is  a  sufficient  and  conclusiye .  yin- 
dication  of  the  priyileges  of  this  House.  If  wo 
went  further,  we  should  be  doing  more  than  the 
occasion  requires,  because  we  cannot  say  that 
there  are  no  grounds  for  considering  that  this 
inyasion  of  the  priyileges  of  the  House  was  inten- 
tional. It  may  be  necessary  on  some  future  occa- 
sion to  place  such  a  motion  on  record,  but  the 
present  occasion  is  one  that  does  not  require  it.  I 
think  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
would  be  yery  wise,  if  I  may  yenture  to  say  so, 
in  contenting  himself  with  haying  brought  this 
question  before  the  House.  The  precedent,  how- 
eyer,  referred  to  has  not,  I  belieye,  been  adopted 
in  the  House  of  Commons  for  a  yery  long  period 
— I  think  oyer  two  hundred  years.  I  hope  the 
House  will  excuse  me  for  haying  yentured  to  giye 
an  opinion  on  the  subject.  * 

Sir  Gt,  G-REY.— Sir,  I  still  think  that  the 
House  should  be  allowed  time  to  consider  this 
subject.  I  oonceiye  this  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  questions  that  has  oyer  been  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  this  House.  The 
explanation  which  has  been  giyen  by  Ministers  is 
not  at  all  satisfactory ;  and  I  ask,  therefore,  that 
this  matter  may  be  brought  up  again  at  half- past 
seyen  o'clock  in  order  that  in  the  meantime  I  may 
consider  what  course  I  shall  take  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB.— I  think,  Sir,  after  your 
ruling,  that  this  matter  can  only  be  disposed  of 
in  one  way,  and  at  once.  If  we  delay  it  till  half- 
past  seyen  o'clock,  we  shall  be  delaying  a  great 
deal  of  other  business.  I  do  not  see  that  any 
conclusion  but  one  could  be  come  to,  and  there- 
fore I  would  propose  that  the  matter  should  be 
disposed  of  at  once. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— I  presume,  Sir,  that  I  have 
the  right  of  replying  before  the  question  is  put. 
I  haye  to  say  that  I  beUeye  this  to  be  the  most 
important  question  which  has  ever  come  before 
the  House.  I  haye  to  point  out  that  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Upper  House  is  peculiar,  and  that, 
whilst  I  recognize  the  benefits  which  that  House 
has  conferred  ou  the  public  of  New  Zealand,  I 
think  it  right  that  wo  should  preserve  our  liber- 


ties. I  think  the  remarks  which  have  been  made 
in  this  House  make  it  necessaiy  that  I  should 
give  some  answer.  I  cannot  deny  to  myself  the 
£sct  that  it  is  excessively  possible  in  thisooloDy 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  oourae  parraed  in 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  membiBrs  to  the 
Upper  House,  the  whole  of  the  govenmaeiit  of 
the  colony  may  pass  into  tho  hands  of  a  few 
people.  There  may  be  several  members  of  the 
same  family  in  the  Upper  House,  and  in  the 
Lower  House  too,  and  the  whole  Constitution  cf 
the  oolony  is  imperilled  in  a  way  which  no  olhs 
country  is  liable  to.  I  conceive  that,  under  such 
circumstances,  we  cannot  be  too  cautions  or  too 
particular  in  guarding  our  rights,  and  in  obtsun- 
ing  that  protection  for  the  people  of  New  Zealaud 
which  they  have  a  right  to  expect  at  the  hands  of 
their  representatives.  Similar  Bills  to  this  have 
been  allowed  to  pass  by  the  Ministry,  and  this 
convinces  me  more  than  ever  that  there  is  a 
reason  why  we  should  make  a  stand  on  this 
occasion.  The  Public  Health  Bill  was  hnrried 
through  with  extraordinary  rapidity.  I  hardly 
know  what  time  it  took  to  pass  it,  but  I  know 
it  was  not  a  long  time.  I  was  not  in  the  Honse 
myself  on  that  occasion,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
a  single  section  was  read  out  to  this  House  ;  but 
if  I  Imd  been  here,  I  should  have  resisted  its  pas- 
sage to  the  utmost  I  was  here  when  this  Bill  was 
introduced,  and  I  opposed  it.  The  Postmaster- 
Gheneral  resisted  my  opposition.  He,  as  the  legal 
adviser  of  the  Government,  gave  advice  on  a  point 
of  law  which  was  absolutely  wrong.  He  advised 
the  House  to  take  action  which  would  for  ever 
have  destroyed  the  privileges  of  the  House,  if  it 
had  adopted  it.  I  therefore  feel  it  my  duty  to 
resist  the  course  the  Gt>vemment  is  now  puraoing 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
I  can  do  that  better  than  by  directing  public  at- 
tention to  this  subject.  Consequently,  1  consider 
it  my  duty  to  persist  in  this  resolution.  The 
House  can  of  course  deal  with  the  resolution  as  it 
thinks  proper  $  but  even  if  it  is  repealed,  the  deci- 
sion will  be  recorded.  This  Public  Works  Bill 
originated  in  this  House,  and  was  sent  by  this 
House  to  the  Legislative  CounciL  Everybody 
knows  that  the  Ministry  have  had  such  a  majority 
in  this  House  that  they  have  been  able  to  do  as 
they  like.  The  Bill  was  never  read  a  second 
time  in  this  House,  and  I  believe  it  was  nerer 
read  by  a  single  member  of  this  House.  It  was 
formally  read  a  first  time,  and  then  sent  to  the 
Upper  House.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  record  my 
own  sentiments  on  the  subject;  and  notwith- 
standing the  advice  which  has  been  tendered  to 
me — which  under  ordinary  circumstances  I  always 
most  respectfully  bow  to — I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
persist  in  the  resolution,  and  to  ask  the  House  to 
record  its  decision  upon  it. 

Mr.  WHITAKEE.—I  merely  rise,  Sir,  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  The  honorable 
gentleman  has  stated  that  I  am  the  legal  adviser 
of  the  Government,  but  I  am  nothing  of  the  sort^ 
I  hold  at  present  the  position  of  Postmaster- 
General. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— I  presume,  Sir,  that  I  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  this  speech  of 
the  honoraole  gentleman  P 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  going  to  confine  himself  to  a 
personal  explanation. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— That  is  my  intention,  Sir. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  that  I  was  the 
legal  adviser  of  the  Q-OTemmont,  which  I  denj. 
He  has  also  said  that  I  have  given  advice  to  the 
House  which  wa9  altogether  wrong.  I  have 
only  to  say  that  I  gave  no  adrice  except  the 
advice  that  the  House  should  be  cautious  in  the 
matter. 

Question  put,  ^'  That  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  be  agreed  to ;"  upon 
whidi  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
retolt:  — 

Ayes         20 

Noes         34 


Maj ority  against . . . 


14 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  0.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 


Aybs. 

Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 

TeUer*, 
Mr.  BarflF, 
Mr.  Bees. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

TeUer$. 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  BLBOTOBS  BILL. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  this  Bill  was  introduced 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  doubts  with  regard 
to  the  registration  of  Natives  entitled  to  the  elec- 
toral franchise.  Honorable  members  had  often 
complained  of  the  special  representation  which 
was  granted  to  the  Natives,  and  said  that  the 
Natives  should  register  themselves  as  Europeans 
did.  The  law  as  it -now  stood  prohibited  their 
doing  so.  The  custom  in  the  Native  Land  Court 
was  to  issue  the  grant  to  two  or  more  people 
whose  interests  were  concerned ;  and  in  every  case 
where  a  Native  went  and  claimed  to  be  regis- 
tered Wider  one  of  those  grants,  objection  had 


been  taken  that  the  qualification  was  not  suffi- 
ciently defined  to  entitle  him  to  be  upon  the 
roll.  In  all  cases  that  ho  knew  of,  that  had  been 
the  decision  of  the  Registration  Officers.  It 
might  be  that  they  were  wrong;  but,  at  all 
events,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  dedaratoir 
Act,  in  order  that  the  doubt  might  be  removed. 
He  understood  from  the  Postmaster-General  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  deal 
with  tbis  subject  next  session ;  and  therefore,  as 
this  was  the  last  chance-  honorable  members 
would  have  for  bringing  fori^rd  private  busi- 
ness, he  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  BilL 

Mr.  WHITAKER  might  state  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  next  session  to 
bring  in  Bills  for  the  purpose  of  reforming  the 
electoral  law,  and  he  would  promise  the  honor- 
able gentleman  tliat  this  subject  would  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  Government.  In  the 
meantime,  no  difficulty  would  arise  from  this  BiU 
not  passing,  because  it  was  not  likely  that  there 
would  be  any  elections  between  the  present  time 
and  next  year.  He  would  take  cars  that  every 
consideration  was  given  to  the  suggestion  thrown 
out  in  this  Bill,  and  would  do  ail  that  was  rea- 
sonable in  the  case. 

MANHOOD  SUFFRAGE  BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  that  at  tJiat  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion he  would  not  detain  the  House  with  any 
lengthened  remarks  upon  it.  It  simply  pro- 
vided,— 

"  Every  man  of  the  ase  of  twenty-one  years  or 
upwards,  being  of  sound  mind,  who  has  resided 
within  the  electoral  district  for  which  the  vote  is 
to  be  given  for  six  calendar  months  next  before 
the  last  registration  of  electors  for  the  said  dis- 
trict, shall,  if  duly  registered,  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  the  election  of  a  member  or  members  for  the 
said  district  for  the  House  of  Representatives  or 
Provincial  Council." 

He  need  not  point  out  the  weU-known  axiom 
that  every  man  who  contributed  to  the  revenue 
should  be  entitled  to  a  vote,  and  this  measure 
simply  took  care  that  that  principle  should  be 
carried  out.  It  placed  all  males  above  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  m  the  colony  nearly  on  the  same 
footing  with  persons  now  holding  miners'  rights. 
At  the  present  moment,  owing  to  the  neoessi^  to 
prove  qualification  to  vote,  it  was  exceedingly 
difficult  for  many  persons  who  lived  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  place  of  registration  to  prove 
their  qualification,  and  in  some  places  there  was 
no  doubt  whatever  that  a  large  number  of  elec- 
tors who  were  entitled  to  vote  had  been  struck 
off  the  roll  in  consequence  of  questions  of  a 
most  vexatious  character  being  raised  with  re- 
gard to  theur  qualification.  In  some  districts  as 
many  as  200  electors  had  been  struck  off  in  that 
way.  The  present  measure  would  produce  great 
simplification  in  all  these  respects :  it  would  re- 
duce the  expense  of  forming  the  roll  it  would 
save  time  in  making  it  up,  and  he  was  quite  cer- 
tain it  would  give  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
at  large  a  right  to  which  they  were  entitled.  He 
could  go  at  great  length  into  the  present  position 
of  the  colony  aa  affootiiig  this  quMtion,  and  show 
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thftt  then  was  a  peooliar  neoeuity  now  for  estab- 
lishing the  system  which  he  adyocated.  He  pro- 
poeed,  however,  to  do  that  on  another  oooasion 
when  the  question  of  triennial  Parliaments  was 
nnder  discussion.  Therefore,  as  this  Bill  was 
one  which  most  oommend  itself  to  all  honorable 
members,  as  the  Postmaster-General  entirely 
agreed  with  him  in  regard  to  it,  and  as  he  sup- 
posed he  would  oonseqoently  have  the  support  of 
the  Goremment,  he  would  oonfine  himself  to 
moving,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  seoond  time. 

Mr.  WHITAKBR  said  that  he  had  given  con- 
siderable attention  some  years  ago  to  the  question 
of  giving  the  suiBrage  to  every  person  above 
twenty-one  years  who  had  lived  in  New  Zealand 
for  a  certain  time,  and  introduced  the  subject  to 
the  House  in  the  session  of  1866.  The  honorable 
member  for  Timam  would  recollect  that  in  that 
year  that  honorable  gentleman  came  into  office, 
and  shortly  afterwards  asked  him  (Mr.  Whitakcr) 
to  postpone  this  question  until  next  session.  He 
was  not  in  Parliament  next  session,  and  oonse- 
qoently oould  not  introduce  a  measure.  He  was 
now  speaking  for  himself,  and  not  on  behalf  of  the 
Government ;  and  he  was  not  aware  what  course 
his  ooUeagues  might  think  right  to  pursue  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Bill.  The  Bill  which  the  honorable 
member  had  introduced  appeared  to  him  to  be 
only  a  piece  of  patchwork.  The  whole  question 
of  the  revision  of  the  franchise  required  to  be 
gone  into  with  great  care,  so  that  it  might  be 
placed  on  a  proper  footing.  He  apprehended 
that  if  this  Bill  were  passed  as  it  stood,  it  would 
only  add  to  the  confusion  which  already  existed. 
Under  the  Oonstitution  Act,  the  franchise  was 
given  to  the  owner  of  a  freehold  of  the  ralue  of 
iKO ;  to  the  lessee  of  a  leasehold  of  the  annual 
value  of  £10;  to  a  householder  occupying  a 
house  of  the  annual  value  of  £10  in  a  town,  and 
£6  in  the  oountry.  "  The  Qualification  of  Elec- 
tors Act,  1870,"  gave  the  right  to  vote  to  holders 
of  miners'  rights  and  business  licenses;  "The 
Begistration  of  Sleotors  Act,  1876,"  gave  a  fran- 
chise to  ratepayers ;  and  the  Lodeers  Franchise 
Act  of  the  same  year  gave  it  to  lodgers  who  had 
been  sole  tenants  of  the  same  lodgings  for  twelve 
months,  so  that  the  Bill  of  the  honorable  member 
amounted  in  reality  to  little  more  than  to  the 
suifra^  at  present  existing.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  m  order  to  do  deal  with  this  subject  com- 
pletely, and  to  put  the  matter  on  a  proper  foot- 
ing, all  those  Acts  should  be  repealed,  and  that 
the  qualification  should  be  extended  to  this: 
That  every  person  of  the  aoe  of  twenty-one  who 
had  resided  in  the  colony  for  six  montiis  should 
be  entitled  to  exenuse  the  franchise.  He  did 
not  propose  to  argue  the  matter  at  any  length  at 
the  present  time.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
whole  question  must  be  considered  in  next 
session  of  the  Assembly,  and  that  that  would  be 
the  proper  time  for  doing  so.  He  would  under- 
take that  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
should  then  have  a  foir  opportunity  of  discuss- 
ing the  question,  and  he  quite  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  that  it  was  necessary  that 
something  should  be  done.  If  the  honorable 
oentleman  would  withdraw  the  BiU,  he  (Mr. 
Whitaker)  would  undertake  th«t  in  next  session  a 


Bill  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  suffrage  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  ue  £>norable  geDtlenaan 
should  be  introduced.  As  the  Bill  now  stood*  ife 
would  only  confuse  matters.  It  was  not  probable 
that  any  election  would  take  place  between  the 
present  time  and  next  session,  and  therefore  no 
serious  inconvenience  would  arise.  Bather  tban 
there  should  be  any  disoussion  on  this  Bill  at  the 
present  time,  he  thought  the  honorable  member 
might  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  Bill,  on  the 
understanding  that  the  subject  would  be  de^lt 
with  next  session. 

Mr.  BABFF  thought  no  harm  could  coma 
from  the  passing  of  the  BiU.  He  had  csrefaUy 
looked  over  the  measure,  and  it  appeared  to  him 
that  it  contained  provisions  whion  alreadj  ex- 
isted on  this  subject.    The  3rd  section  provided, — 

"  Every  man  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  yearn  or 
upwards,  being  of  sound  mind,  who  has  reeided 
within  the  electoral  district  for  which  the  rote 
is  to  be  given  for  six  calendar  months  next  before 
the  last  registration  of  electors  for  the  said  dis^ 
trict,  shall,  if  duly  registered,  be  entitled  to  Tote 
at  the  election  of  a  member  or  members  for  the 
said  district  for  the  House  of  BepresentatiTea  or 
Provincial  Council." 

That  was  precisely  the  law  as  it  stood  ai  the 
present  time.  In  fact,  this  provision  was  nUiier  a 
restriction  than  otherwise,  inasmuch  as  anj  per- 
son who  was  registered,  no  matter  how  long  he 
resided  in  the  distriel^  oould  exercise  a  rote. 
There  was  one  special  matter  he  desired  to  brins 
under  the  notice  of  the  Government  with  regard 
to  the  exercise  of  the  franchise ;  and  as  the  Post- 
mast«r-Gbneral  had  given  a  personal  pled^  that 
he  would  consider  the  whole  subject  during  the 
recess,  he  would  ask  him  and  the  Oovemment  to 
consider  the  matter  to  which  he  referred.  As  the 
law  stood  at^the  present  time,  there  was  reiy 
great  difficulty  in  penons  beooming  natursliaed 
British  subjects.  The  law  was  very  complicated 
and  very  obscure,  and  was  not  thoroughly  under- 
stood even  by  the  persons  who  were  natunliaed, 
much  less  by  those  who  were  being  daily  imported 
into  the  colony  under  the  Immigration  and  Public 
Works  scheme.  It  had  been  the  policy  of  the 
GK>vemmont,  and  of  the  House  and  oountoy,  to 
introduce  a  large  number  of  foreigners;  and  it 
should  also  be  the  policy  of  the  Government  and 
of  the  House  to  see  that  proper  facilities  ware 
afforded  for  allowing  those  persons  to  become 
naturalized,  and  to  take  part  in  the  gotrem- 
ment  of  the  oountiy  which  they  had  made  their 
adopted  home.  At  the  present  time,  there  was 
very  great  delay  through  foreigners  having 
no  proper  facilities  for  becoming  naturalized. 
The  work  was  generally  done  through  an  iHgent, 
and  a  fee  of  a  guinea  was  required  to  be  paid  by 
the  applicant.  Then  the  application  was  sent 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  great  delay 
ensued.  It  was  a  serious  drawback,  and  caused 
many  persons  to  remain  foreigners  in  the  State. 
He  thought  they  shpuld  take  a  leaf  out  of  the 
book  of  some  otiier  countries  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  They  should  endeavour,  in  carrying  out 
a  colonizing  poUcy,  to  see  that  the  residents  in 
the  colony,  who  had  beoome  permanent  colonists, 
should  be  afforded  every  facility  to  take  a  part  in 
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the  goTemment  of  the  oooDtiy.  In  the  Dominion 
of  Canada,  special  facilities  were .  afforded  for  the 
naturalisation  of  foreigners ;  and  he  thought  if  the 
GoTemment  would  during  the  recess  consider 
this  matter,  and  take  some  steps  during  next 
session  to  bring  about  a  change  in  the  direction 
he  had  indicated,  it  would  be  a  very  large  benefit. 
He  knew  that  in  the  district  he  represented  it 
was  considered  a  rery  great  grieyance  that  no 
facilities  were  offered  for  the  naturalization  of 
foreigners.  He  might  saj  that  the  electoral  rolls 
were  Terj  seriouslj  interfered  with  through  the 
present  state  of  the  law  on  the  subject.  He  had 
already  pointed  out  to  the  House  and  the  Gorem- 
ment  that  at  the  last  Beyising  Court  in  Hokitika 
thirty-one  persons  were  struck  off  the  electoral 
roll  in  consequence  of  their  not  being  naturalized, 
or  rather  in  consequence  of  a  statement  being  made 
that  they  were  not  naturalized.  Although  the 
objectors  did  not  appear,  it  was  held  by  the 
Revising  Officer  that  the  objections  should  be  al- 
lowed. He  hoped,  the  Gbvemment  during  the 
recess  would  take  some  steps  in  the  direction  he 
had  indicated.  He  had  intended  to  introduce  a 
measure  this  session,  and  had  a  Bill  drafted,  but 
the  time  of  the  session  was  so  taken  up  in  lone 
debates  on  various  subjects  that  he  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  introducing  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  hoped,  after  the  pledge 
given  by  the  Postmaster-General,  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  would  withdraw 
this  Bill.  He  (Mr.  Wooloock)  felt  strongly  on 
this  subject,  yet,  at  the  present  stage  of  the 
session,  it  was  very  unlikely  that  tlus  matter 
would  be  so  fully  discussed  and  so  fairly  dealt 
with  as  the  merits  of  the  case  demanded.  He 
was  quite  satisfied  that  the  extension  of  the 
ftanchise  could  be  made  with  perfect  safety  to 
this  country.  He  beliered  the  seneral  state  of 
education  among  the  people  wonld  warrant  this 
House  in  giving  manhood  suffrage  in  New 
ZfMiand.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  present 
Bill  would  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  Post- 
master-General would  bring  in  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  whole  question  at  an  early  part  of  next 


Mr.  BA.BFF  would  like  to  hear  firom  the 
Government  whether  they  would  consider  the 
suggestion  he  had  made. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  be  rery 
happy  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  BEES  said  it  would  be  well  to  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time,  if  it  went  no  further  this 
session,  and  thus  indorse  the  principle  of  it — 
whether  or  not  the  principle  of  manhood  suffiraoe 
proposed  in  this  measure  should  exist  or  should 
not  exist.  They  would  thus  ascertain  the  feeling 
of  members  of  the  Assembly ;  and  during  the 
reoeas  the  Press  of  the  colony  and  the  people 
in  the  different  constituencies  would  be  able 
to  give  expression  to  their  opinions  on  this 
subject.  He  believed  that,  as  a  matter  of  policy, 
it  was  a  most  important  question,  and  one  that 
ought  to  be  duly  considered.  The  extension  of 
the  suffrage  would  not  only  do  no  harm  to  New 
ZeaUnd,  but  it  would  be  of  yast  use.  In  a  new 
colony  like  this,  where  the  people  were  generally 
adooatedy  these  could  be  no  hesitanqy  on  the 


part  of  any  honorable  member  to  assent  to  a 
larger  extension  of  the  suffrage  than  at  present 
existed.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Bill 
would  be  read  a  second  time.  He  did  not  believe 
it  could  be  passed  this  session ;  but  if  it  were  a 
Government  measure,  he  presumed  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  through  both  Houses  eould  be  accom- 
plished. The  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  was 
correct  in  stating  that  the  Bill  did  not  alter  the 
status  of  persons  duly  registered.  The  proyision 
in  the  clause  quoted  by  the  honorable  member 
should  be  altered,  so  that  all  persons  being  duly 
registered  should  be  entitled  to  vote.  Even  sup- 
posing that  the  Bill  went  no  further  than  the 
second  reading,  it  would  be  wise  to  read  it  a 
second  time,  and  thus  recognize  a  great  principle 
of  political  economy. 

Mr.  BRANDON  hoped  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  would  withdraw  the  Bill,  as  it 
was  too  late  in  the  session  to  discuss  the  question 
as  it  ought  to  be  discussed. 

M^or  ATKINSON  said  the  question  involyed 
was,  no  doubt,  one  of  very  considerable  import- 
ance ;  but  at  this  stage  of  the  session  it  would  be 
absolutely  impossible  to  deal  properly  with  it. 
The  whole  question  of  registration  required  yery 
careful  consideration.  No  doubt  the  system  re- 
quired a  good  deal  of  amendment ;  but  he  was 
not  prepared,  on  behalf  of  the  Goyernment,  to 
pledge  liimself  to  the  particular  Bill  in  question. 
In  order  to  relieve  honorable  members  from  ex- 
pressing their  views  on  the  matter,  he  intended 
to  move  the  previous  question.  It  was  a  matter 
which  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Government, 
and  not  by  a  private  member.  The  question  of 
the  registration  of  electors  should  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Gbvernment ;  and  if  it  was  to  be  done 
effectively,  it  must  be  dealt  with  as  a  whole.  The 
honorable  member  for  Hokitika  pointed  out  one 
matter  that  required  attention;  and  the  Post- 
master-General referred  to  several  others  which 
required  to  be  legislated  upon.  This  Bill  was 
simply  patchwork,  and,  if  passed,  would  haye  to 
be  amended  next  session.  He  was  sorry  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  could  not  see 
his  wa^  to  withdraw  the  Bill,  and  save  further 
discussion.  In  order  that  honorable  members 
should  not  be  pledged  for  or  against  the  Bill,  he 
would  moye  the  previous  question.  ^ 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  wished,  before  that  question 
was  put,  to  point  out  that  the  argument  against 
passing  it  on  the  ground  of  the  lateness  of  the 
session  was  one  that  could  hardly  apply.  If  it 
did,  what  would  become  of  the  New  Z^land  Loan 
Bill,  the  Waste  Lands  Administration  Bill,  and 
other  measures  which  were  fully  as  important  as 
the  subject  under  consideration  F  However,  he 
did  not  doubt  that  the  House  would  swallow  the 
whole  of  them  in  two  or  three  days  next  week. 
He  entirely  objected  to  the  doctrine  laid  down  by 
the  Premier,  that  the  question  was  one  which 
must  necessarily  be  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment.  Bid  the  ballot  system  come  from  the 
Government  in  the  Home  Parliament  P  Was  it 
not  brought  forward  year  after  year  by  private 
members,  until  the  Government  were  compelled 
to  take  it  up  ?  And  had  not  important  reformi 
been  introduced  and  preeseil  by  private  membezi 
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who  had  in  some  instanoM  carried  them?  In 
other  instances  they  had  been  brought  before  the 
Honse  year  bj  year,  until  the  GoTemment  had 
been  compelled  to  adopt  them.  Besides,  lie 
thought  the  private  member  who  brought  this 
Bill  forward  occupied  such  a  position  in  the 
House  that  he  might  fairly  take  action  which  he 
(Mr.  Sheehan)  or  other  outside  members  would 
not  attempt.  He  would  suggest  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time,  and  in  that  case  he  did  not  think  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  would  press  the 
motion  for  committing  the  Bill  this  session.  The 
House  could  accept  the  second  reading  as  indicat- 
ing that  some  reforms  were  necessary,  and  that 
some  liberal  franchise  should  be  afforded  to  the 
people.  That  would  be  a  peaceful  solution  of  the 
present  difficulty,  and  one  which  the  Gt)vemment 
might  gracefully  adopt,  and  allow  the  House  to 
go  to  other  business. 

Mr.  FISHEB  would  support  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question.  If  they  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time,  they  would  be  admitting  the  prin- 
ciple ;  and  he  did  not  believe  in  the  principle  of 
the  Bill.  The  House  was  given  to  understand 
last  session  that  the  electoral  machinery  would  be 
very  much  modified,  and  that  the  rate-rolls  would 
be  taken  as  the  basis  on  which  people  should 
vote.  He  did  not  believe  in  manhood  sufihige. 
The  miners  now  had  votes ;  and  he  thought  that 
every  man  who  paid  rates,  whose  name  was  on 
the  ratepayers'  roll  for  any  property,  however 
small,  should  have  a  right  to  vote  for  it ;  the 
owner  would  think  as  much  of  it  as  the  owner 
of  a  large  property  would  think  of  his.  He  did 
not  believe  in  manhood  suffrage,  and  on  that 
account  he  would  not  vote  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  for  by  doing  so  he  would  be  indorsing 
the  principle. 

Mr.  REID  said,  although  honorable  members 
were  very  desirous  of  bringing  the  session  to  a 
close,  they  had  hardly  got  to  the  stage  in  which 
they  woidd  be  prepared  to  sacrifice  their  prin- 
ciples and  agree  to  a  Bill  they  did  not  approve 
of  in  order  to  hasten  the  end  of  the  session. 
The  argument  of  the  honorable  member  for  Rod- 
ney was  to  this  effect :  "  Just  agree  to  this  Bill, 
and  stop  all  further  discussion.  Agree  to  the 
second  reading  and  affirm  the  principle."  There 
was  a  very  great  principle  involved  in  this  Bill, 
a  much  ^ater  principle,  he  thought,  than  was 
involved  m  the  Two  MTillion  Loan  Bill.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  take  the  action  suggested  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Bodney,  for  he  held 
very  strong  opinions  upon  this  subject,  opinions 
which  had  been  formed  after  long  consideration, 
and  they  were  entirely  against  this  Bill ;  and  it 
would  require  a  very  long  argument  before  he 
would  be  prepared  to  support  the  second  reading 
with  the  view  to  terminate  discussion.  Refer- 
ences had  been  made  to  other  countries  to  illus- 
trate what  electoral  reforms  had  succeeded,  and 
it  was  quite  right  to  be  guided  by  that  to  some 
extent.  He  might,  he  thought,  refer  to  Ame- 
rica, for  instance,  to  see  the  operation  and  effect 
of  a  system  of  manhood  suffrage.  He  was  not 
^et  convinced  that  it  had  been  an  unmixed  bless- 
ing there.    It  waa  a  matter  that  required  full  oon- 


sideration  before  they  decided  it,  and  they  coald 
not  properly  decide  it  in  this  off-hand  way  bj 
reading  the  Bill  a  second  time  at  the  doee  of  the 
session.    If  it  was  right  that  they  should  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time,  they  should    carry    it 
through.   The  proper  course,  he  thought,  would  be 
to  agree  to  the  previous  question.     This  was  a 
matter  far  beyond,  in  constitutional  importance,  a 
Bill  for  borrowing  money.     Honorable  members 
had  pretty  well  made  up  their  minds  in  regard  to 
the  other  Bills,   especially  the  Loan   BilL     Tha 
Loan  Bill  was  a  matter  of  necessity  and  could  not 
be  obviated ;  but  this  was  a  very  different  matter, 
and  he  for  one  was  not  then  prepared  to  enter 
into  a  full  discussion  of  it.     The  arguments  of 
the  honorable    the    mover  did  not    appear   to 
be  very  strong — of  course,  the  honorable  member 
did  not  go  very  fully  into  the  arguments;   but 
if  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  they  should 
pass  the  Bill  was  that  all  who  contributed    to 
taxation  should. have  a  share  in  the  electxon  of 
representatives,  he  would  ask,  why  stop  at  twenty- 
one  years  of  age?    Why  should  not  those    of 
eighteen,  nineteen,  or  twenty  years,  or  seventeen 
years   of  age,  be   included?     Why   insert   the 
word  "  manhood"  in  the  title. of  the  Bill  ?    Whj 
not  use  the  word  "adult,"  if  there  must  be  a 
limit  as  to  age,  and  every  one  who  contributed 
to  the  revenue  should  have  a  vote  ?    There  must 
be  certain  defined  limits  in  regard  to  these  mat- 
ters, and  he  presumed  that  was  the  reason  thej 
had  not  manhood  suffrage  actually,  though  prac- 
tically he  believed  they  had.    He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  dbcuss  the  question  fully  at  that  time, 
because    he    thought  honorable  members  were 
anxious  to  get  the  session  to  a  close,  and  it  was 
too  important  a  subject  to  take  up  now.    Se 
would  say  further,  in  regard  to  the  arguments  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikato,  in  which  he 
said  he  considered  this  matter  in  1866,  and  he 
had  then  intended  to  bring  it  before  the  House, 
ten  years  had  passed  since  1866,  and  he  was  not 
sure  that  it  was  not  in  a  better  position  than  it 
would  have  been  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
brought  forward  his  great  reforms,  especially  that 
in  the  direction  of  manhood  suffrage.  He  thought 
the  colony  could  not  complain  that  since  1866  it 
had  not  very  materially  progressed,  and  it  per- 
haps had  progressed  more  satisfactorily  than  if 
the  honorable  member's  great  reforms  had  been 
carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  intended  to  vote  for  the 
previous  question.  For  several  years  he  had 
endeavoured  to  obtain  a  reform  somewhat  similar 
to  that  which  was  proposed  in  this  BilL  How- 
ever, the  Bill  did  not  at  all  satisfy  him.  If  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  had  introduced 
a  measure  somewhat  like  that  brought  forward 
by  the  Government  last  session,  it  would  have 
met  with  more  sympathy  from  the  House,  and 
would  have  met  his  own  views.  After  the  assur- 
ance of  the  Postmaster-General  that  the  whole 
question  of  the  qualification  of  electors  would  be 
taken  up  by  him  next  session,  he  thought  the 
House  should  agree  to  postpone  the  matter,  so 
that,  when  it  was  dealt  with,  it  might  be  in  a 
comprehensive  nmnner.  He  believed  no  question 
required  more  consideration  than  that  of  the 
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qualification  of  electors,  and  the  electoral  laws 
generally ;  and  he  trusted  that  the  GK>yemment 
would  during  the  recess  devote  their  attention 
to  this,  so  that  something  like  fair  representation 
might  be  secured  to  all  parts  of  the  oolonj,  and 
that  the  end  sought  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  in  this  Bill  might  be  obtained. 

Mr.  TOLE  felt  bound  to  say  one  or  two  words 
upon  this  Bill,  because  it  was  not  a  new  question 
with  him.  When  he  was  contesting  a  seat  in  this 
House,  he  brought  the  question  before  his  consti- 
tuents, and  he  made  it  one  of  the  articles  of  his 
political  creed.  On  tiiat  occasion,  he  gaye  a  dis- 
tinct pledge  to  support  such  a  Bill  as  the  present 
to  extend  the  franchise.  He  thought  the  fact  of 
this  Bill  being  introduced  at  the  present  time  was 
really  no  argument  whatever  against  it.  It  ^ras 
of  a  yety  short  and  simple  character,  and  should 
be  passed  through  all  its  stages.  He  declined 
to  take  advantage  of  'Hhe  previous  question," 
because  he  had  given  the  distinct  pledge  he  had 
mentioned ;  and,  moreover,  he  believed  it  to  be 
one  of  the  most  important  Bills  introduced  this 
session,  and  would  mark  a  period  in  the  eventful 
histoiy  of  this  country ;  for  it  was  designed  and 
calculated  to  extend  liberty  to  every  subject,  by 
enabling  eveiy  one  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  possessing  sufficient  rationality,  to  exercise  a 
very  great  political  right.  The  occurrences  of  the 
two  last  sessions,  and  particularly  of  this  session, 
had  tended  very  much  to  promote  the  political 
education  of  the  people,  and  to  enlighten  them 
upon  their  political  position ;  but  he  thought 
there  was  nothing  that  would  educate  the  people 
more  than  this  present  Bill.  He  belieTed  this 
Bill,  added  to  the  efficacy  of  the  Bill  on  the  Order 
Paper,  to  shorten  the  duration  of  Parliaments, 
would  build  up  a  people  whose  intelligence  would 
be  a  pride  to  the  introducer  and  supporters  of 
these  measures.  It,  therefore,  seemed  to  him 
strange  that,  while  they  had  imitated  the  vices 
of  other  countries  and  other  colonies,  they  had 
not  imitated  their  virtues  also.  They  had  a  debt 
of  some  twenty  millions  sterling,  whilst  they  de- 
nied to  thousands  of  people  of  the  ago  of  twenty- 
one  who  contributed  to  the  taxes,  the  right  of 
having  a  voice  in  the  control  of  the  revenue 
and  expenditure  of  the  country.  He  found 
that  in  the  other  colonies  this  question  of 
manhood  suffrage  had  for  twenfy  years  more 
or  less  been  fully  established.  In  Viotoria,  there 
had  been  manhood  suffirage  since  1855.  In  New 
South  Wales,  subject  to  conditions  of  naturaliza- 
tion and  residence  for  two  years,  every  one  was 
enabled  to  take  part  in  the  representation  of  the 
people ;  and  this  existed  as  law  since  1855  also. 
In  South  Australia  it  had  been  introduced  in 
1856,  and  in  Queensland  in  1859.  Thus  substan- 
tially for  twenty  years  the  extension  of  the  suf- 
frage had  beeu  in  operation  in  the  neighbouring 
colonies.  Among  the  elements  of  qualification  in 
the  last-named  colony,  Queensland,  there  was  the 
principle  that  e?ery  one  who  contributed  to  the 
taxation  of  the  colony,  imless  he  had  undergone 
some  criminal  condemnation,  was  allowed  to  vote. 
He  did  not  think  that  absence  of  criminal  con- 
demnation should  be  a  necessary  element  before 
exercising  this  fimnchiflo,  because  there  was  an  old 


maxim  known  to  the  law,  that  no  one  should  be 
discouraged  from  reforming.  This  ingredient  of 
taxation  was  the  great  pnnciple  which  was  in- 
volved in  the  whole  of  this  suffirage  reform ;  and 
it  was  laid  down  by  most  of  the  greatest  writers 
on  the  subject  that  representation  should  be  oo- 
extensire  with  taxation.  It  was  for  this  reason 
that  paupers  were  excluded  firom  the  franchise  at 
Home.  Pauperism,  however,  in  its  strict  form, 
did  not  exist  to  any  great  extent  in  the  colony ; 
and  when  it  arrived  at  any  proportions,  it  would 
then  be  time  to  consider  its  disabilities.  It 
might,  however,  be  a  question  whether  uncertifi- 
cated insolvents  and  bankrupts  should  not  be  ex- 
cluded from  votine.  The  true  type  of  govern- 
ment which  should  be  aimed  at  was  the  govern- 
ment of  all  by  all,  and*  not  the  government  of  one 
class  by  another.  He  therefore  submitted  that, 
unless  a  Bill  of  this  sort  were  made  law,  there 
must  be  a  government  of  one  class  by  another. 
Moreover,  it  must  be  very  degrading  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  colony  to  see  one  class  of  the 
community  appealed  to  for  their  votes,  whilst  an- 
other— the  bone  and  sinew,  as  it  were,  of  the 
colony — was  not  consulted  at  all,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, excluded  by  an  obsolete  prohibitive  qualifi- 
cation. He  considered  that  it  was  tyrannical  that 
one  class  should  exercise  the  power  of  making 
laws  for  another,  who  contributed  to  th^  revenue 
in  the  levying  or  expenditure  of  which  they  had 
no  voice;  who  are  bound  to  obey  laws  in  the 
making  of  which  they  had  no  say  ;  and,  further, 
by  which  laws  they  may  be  compelled,  as  they 
had  been  here,  to  fight  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  and  good  government  of  the  colony.  And 
hence  he  (Mr.  Tole)  had  come  to  the  conclusion, 
in  the  words  of  John  Stuart  Mill,  who  had  written 
on  this  subject,  that  "  Ko  arrangement,  therefore, 
of  the  sufiVage  can  be  permanently  satisfactory  in 
which  any  person  or  class  is  peremptorily  ex- 
cluded, and  in  which  the  electoral  pri?ilege  is  not 
open  to  all  persons  of  full  age  who  desire  to 
obtain  it."  It  had  been  laid  down  that  education 
should  be  one  of  the  tests  of  the  sufirage ;  but, 
while  that  was  a  theory  that  was  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, ho  believed  that  until  they  had  a 
colonial  and  gratuitous  elementary  education,  it 
could  not  be  entertained.  For  the  reasons  he 
had  stated,  he  believed  the  Bill  should  now  be 
carried  if  possible.  It  was  a  Bill  that  would 
raise  the  educational  standard  of  the  people,  ond 
which  would  enable  them  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
taxation  and  in  the  affairs  of  the  conntry,  and  to 
check  its  Gbvemment.  The  Bill  was  only  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  true  British  liberty  ; 
and  as  tlie  precedent  had  been  established  in  the 
other  colonies,  this  Assembly  could  not  do  better 
than  follow  their  noble  example,  and  pass  the 
measure  introduced  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Sir  George  Grey).  He  would  op- 
pose "  the  previous  question,  and  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MANDERS  would  like  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  question.  He  was  a  working  man  ;  but 
he  did  not  know  whether,  under  the  counties  ar- 
rangements, he  would  be  considered  to  have 
any  qualification  as  a  voter  at  aU.  He  did  not 
think  he  was  registered  for  any  property  in  the 
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proTinoe  from  which  he  oame,  bat  he  held  a 
miner's  right.  The  House  might  naturallj  sup- 
pose that  under  these  oircumstances  he  would  be 
willing  to  TOte  for  the  Manhood  Suffrage  Bill. 
He  would,  howeyefi  support  the  proposition  of 
the  Premier  that  the  p^Tious  question  be  carried. 
He  did  not  think  it  desirable  that  the  House 
should  extend  the  power  of  Toting  to  a  number 
of  persons  who  liyed  in  lodgings,  but  who  had  no 
resli  stake  in  the  country.  It  was  always  a  plea- 
sure to  him  when  he  went  to  apply  that  his  name 
should  be  inscribed  on  the  electors'  roll.  This 
manhood-suffrsigo  cry  was  a  cty  which,  as  could 
well  be  imagined,  was  fanciful  and  popular,  but 
he  did  not  know  that  it  was  any  better  for  that. 
He  spoke  as  a  working  man,  and  he  could  say 
that  the  working  men  generally  were  reiy  anxious 
to  exercise  their  rote  if  they  had  one ;  but  in 
many  cases  they  had  no  such  Tote.  He  had 
known  working  men  who  were  not  good  for  any- 
thing, but  who  cried  out  that  Totes  should  be 
giyen  to  them.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  was  probably  mored  by  the  best  motiyes 
in  bringinff  this  motion  forward,  but  he  (Mr. 
Manders)  hoped  it  would  not  be  passed,  because 
it  would  not  encoursige  working  men  to  adyanoe 
and  progress.  As  a  working  man  of  the  colony, 
he  would  oppose  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames,  and  support  the 
motion  of  the  Premier. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  thought  the  honorable 
member  for  Wakatipu  had  given  an  excellent 
reason  why  the  Bill  should  be  passed.  The 
honorable  member  had  told  the  House  that  he 
had  found  the  working  men  most  anxious  to 
exercise  their  yotes  if  they  had  any.  What  could 
be  a  belter  reason  for  giving  them  a  yote  than 
that  they  desired  to  haye  one  ?  But  he  thought 
it  was  rather  the  other  way  :  instead  of  men  rush- 
ing to  record  their  yotes,  the  candidates  had  to 
rush  about  to  get  men  to  yote  for  them.  If  men 
were  found  to  be  anxious  to  possess  a  yote,  that 
was  the  best  argument  they  could  urge  why  they 
should  haye  yotes.  He  thought  the  honorable 
member  for  Wakatipu  had  retrograded  from 
those  high  desires  and  aspirations  which  he  had 
held  a  few  weeks  preyiously,  when  he  stated  that 
he  desired  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  John 
Bright. 

Mr.  MANDEBS  was  glad  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  giyen  him  an  opportunity  of  setting  him- 
self right  with  the  House.  He  had  happened  to 
say  on  the  hustings  that  there  was  not  a  John 
Bright  in  this  Pariiament,  or  they  would  not  re- 
quire to  send  him  there  ;  but  in  the  newspaper 
reports  the  word  "  not "  was  left  out. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  said  that^  though  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  reminded  the  House 
that  he  was  a  working  man,  he  had  omitted  to 
remind  them  that  he  had  said  he  wished  to 
follow  in  the  steps  of  John  Bright.  He  hoped 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  not  be  ashamed 
of  saying  that,  because  eyery  honorable  member 
gaye  him  credit  for  the  expression.  But  he  would 
remind  tlie  honorable  gentleman  that  John  Bright 
would  never  have  risen  in  his  place  in  the  House 
of  Commons  to  refuse  lodgers  manhood  suffirage. 
It  was  not  right  tliat  persons  who  lived  in  lodg- 


ings should  not  be  able  to  aid  in  the  government 
of  the  country.  He  thought  that  was  a  disgrace 
to  their  legislation.  In  a  young  country,  where 
borrowed  money  was  being  spent,  and  where 
arrangements  were  being  made  for  borrowing 
more  money,  those  who  lived  in  lodgings  should 
not  be  disfranchised.  He  did  not  think  that 
honorable  gentlemen  should  be  alarmed  at  being 
asked  to  vote  for  this  Bill.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  had  voted  for  the  Abolition  Bill 
and  the  Counties  Bill,  although  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  their  principle.  The  member  for  Taieri 
had  also  supported  the  Counties  Bill,  the  princi- 
ple of  which  he  opposed.  He  was  sorry  to  say 
that  it  was  a  common  practice  for  members  to 
yote  for  Bills  the  principles  of  which  they  con- 
defcined.  He  thoueht  it  was  a  matter  for  regret 
that  a  question  of  such  large  importance  was 
not  brought  before  the  House  at  an  earlier 
stage  of  the  session.  It  would  have  been  well  if 
the  House  had  had  an  opportunity  of  going  into 
the  question  thoroughly  and  exhaustiyely.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  would  in  that 
case  have  been  able  to  giye  conclusive  reaeons 
why  they  should  agree  with  him  in  the  measure 
which  he  introduced ;  but  from  the  unfortunate 
period  at  which  they  had  arrived  in  the  session, 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  only  able — he 
thought  perhaps  he  was  unjustly  underrating 
the  patience  of  honorable  members  in  such  a  case 
as  this — he  was  only  able  to  state  a  few  general 
outlines  in  which  he  (Mr.  De  Lautour)  could 
concur.  But  this  was  a  subject  upon  which  the 
honorable  member's  views,  expressed  at  length, 
would  haye  been  of  the  greatest  interest  to  the 
House.  He  was  aware,  however,  that  it  was  not 
possible  that  this  measure  could  be  fiilly  con- 
sidered now,  and  he  quite  agreed  with  members 
who  had  expressed  a  willingness  not  to  press 
the  measure  beyond  the  second  reading ;  and,  that 
desire  having  been  expressed,  he  thought  it  was 
decidedly  unnecessary  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Gbremment  to  tiy  to 
intercept  the  debate  by  moying  the  previous 
question.  He  had  always  been  told  that,  what- 
ever merits  or  demerits  the  Yogcl  Government 
had,  it  possessed  the  merit  at  any  rate  that  there 
was  one  liberal  member  of  it — that  the  late  Secre- 
tary for  Crown  Lands  and  present  Premier  was, 
at  any  rate,  a  Liberal  in  all'  his  views — that  he  was 
about  the  most  liberal  man  in  the  House.  And 
yet  they  found  that,  on  the  occasion  of  the  in- 
troduction of  the  first  liberal  measure  into  the 
House  since  he  had  become  Premier,  he  had  not 
met  the  question  fairiy,  but  bad  intercepted  it, 
perhaps  to  avoid  taking  issue  with  some  of  his 
colleagues.  It  was  not  at  all  satisfactory  that 
such  should  be  the  case ;  and  he  thought  that, 
honorable  members  having  stated  that  they  did 
not  intend  to  press  the  Bill  beyond  the  second 
reading,  the  House  might  very  well  have  been 
allowed  to  go  to  a  division  upon  it.  As  it  was, 
he  did  not  think  the  question  would  be  settled 
this  session  at  all,  and  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factory for  the  Bill  to  be  hung  up  and  not  fol- 
lowed out  than  for  the  question  to  remain  in 
its  present  form,  as  having  been  attempted  to  be 
barked  by  the  Premier,    fie  would  0upp<Mrt  the 
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Bill  if  the  second  reading  went  to  a  diyiaioni 
which,  however,  he  did  not  anticipate. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  it  was  too  late  in  the 
session  to  admit  of  much  discussion  on  a  question 
of  this  sort.  The  Bill,  he  thought,  should  hare 
been  brought  forward  earlier.  He  was  afraid  the 
principle  might  suffer  from  the  Bill  being  cast 
aside  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  session ; 
for  when  it  was  brought  forward  in  a  future 
■ession,  the  House  would  be  told  that  it  was  no 
nae  bringing  forward  this  question  again,  that  it 
had  been  brought  up  on  a  prerious  session  and 
thrown  out,  the  effect  being  that  it  might 
probabty  be  rejected  on  that  account.  There 
was  great  likelihood  of  its  being  rejected  in 
another  ordeal  it  had  to  pass  through  of  being 
sanctioned  also  bj  a  number  of  gentlemen  not 
elected  by  the  people,  not  responsible  to  the 
people,  and,  he  ventured  to  say,  not  repre- 
senting the  people.  He  thought  it  was  time 
they  removed  legislation  as  far  as  possible  from 
bmne  entirely  within  the  grasp  of  the  privi- 
leped  few.  He  hoped  they  would  see  their  way, 
without  waiting  long,  to  make  a  change  in  that 
direction,  so  that  every  one  who  ventured  to  legis- 
hite  on  matters  of  great  importance  to  the  people 
would  have  the  people's  sanction  for  so  doing. 
He  was  a  little  surprised  at  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wakatipu.  That  honorable  gentleman,  if 
he  remembered  right,  had  no  objection  whatever 
to  their  Maori  fellow-colonists  boins  represented 
on  the  broadest  footing — in  fact  to  their  enjoying 
the  rights  of  manhood  suffrage.  The  Maori  people 
had  the  principle  carried  out  in  their  favour; 
and  while  the  House  had  seen  its  way  to  sanction 
that  principle  on  its  broadest  basis  in  favour  of 
the  Maori  race,  he  could  not  see  any  just  reason 
for  withholding  it  from  the  European  population. 
The  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  who 
was  not  in  his  place,  spoke  of  the  Bill  beinff  right 
in  principle,  and  one  that  he  had  supported  from 
session  to  session ;  but  he  said  he  would  not 
do  so  on  this  occasion,  because  there  was  some- 
thins  in  the  Bill  he  did  not  like.  So  far  as  the 
number  of  clauses  was  concerned,  the  Bill  was  a 
very  short  one,  and  would  not  take  lone  to  go 
through  Committee.  If  there  was  something  in 
its  provisions  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not 
like,  it  might  be  struck  out ;  or.  if  there  was  some- 
thing omitted,  it  could  be  inserted.  Therefore  he 
thought  the  honorable  member's  objection  vias 
not  a  valid  one.  He  hoped  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  would  endeavour  to  carry  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and,  if  he  succeeded, 
to  proceed  with  it  through  its  remaining  stages  ; 
buf^  rather  than  jeopardize  the  principle,  he 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  consider  whether 
it  would  be  advisable  to  carry  this  Bill  beyond 
the  second  readine,  on  account  of  its  being  so  late 
in  the  session.    He  would  support  the  BiU. 

Sir  Q-.  QRSY  would  say  very  few  words  in 
replv.  The  franchise  existing  in  the  colony  was 
established  by  himself  in  the  year  1852,  and  he 
then  drew  as  liberal  a  franchise  as  the  state  of 
public  opinion  in  the  world  would  permit  of  at 
that  time.  It  was  ortt  of  the  most  liberal  fran- 
chises. Since  that  period,  an  extraordinary  ad- 
THioe  had  been  made  in  public  opinion;  and 
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what  he  proposed  in  this  Bill  prevailed  at  the 
present  moment  from  South  Africa,  through  the 
entire  Pacific  Ocean,  embracing  Australia,  but 
excluding  New  Zealand;  and  it  nad  worked  well 
everywhere  where  it  had  been  tried.  No  com- 
plaint of  it  had  been  made  in  any  country,  and 
the  principle  was  universally  recognized  as  a 
good  one.  The  Bill  had  been  before  the  House 
for  nearly  a  month ;  there  could  therefore  be  no 
objection  on  that  score.  Every  honorable  mem- 
ber had  made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject.  It 
was  not  a  new  question,  and  there  could  be  no 
objection,  therefore,  on  that  account.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Waikato  said  this  was  a  piece 
of  patchwork,  and  at  the  same  time  he  read  out 
the  veriest  piece  of  patchwork  in  the  world,  as 
showing  tlie  present  state  of  the  franchise.  It 
was  impossible  to  conceive  a  greater  piece  of 
patchwork  than  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
read.  He  (Sir  Q-.  G^rey)  proposed  a  perfectlv 
simple  thing  which  would  replace  that  patchwork 
— simple  in  its  details  and  simple  in  its  principle. 
Then  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato  said 
that  he  would  oppose  the  Bill  now  because  he 
pledged  himself  to  bring  forward  a  measure  next 
session ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman  forgot  that 
he  pledged  himself  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru  (Mr.  Stafford)  in  1866  to  bring  forward  a 
measure  similar  to  this  one  the  following  session ; 
and  yet  it  had  been  delayed  for  ten  years.  The 
honorable  gentleman  thus  afforded  the  strongest 
argument  that  could  have  been  used  why  he  (Sir 
G-eorge  Grey)  should  not  consent  to  delay  the  Bill 
now.  The  measure  was  also  objected  to  because 
it  was  said  the  registration  would  be  interfered 
with.  No  such  interference  was  necessary  :  it 
simplified  the  whole  system  of  registration,  and 
rendered  perfectly  easy  what  was  now  the  subject 
of  a  grievance  to  the  whole  colony.  Another  ob- 
jection made  was  that  it  was  too  late  in  the  ses- 
sion for  the  Bill  to  be  carried  through.  It  was 
not  at  all  too  late,  as  it  could  be  passed  through  ini 
a  few  hours.  It  was  a  Bill  to  give  every  man  his 
rights  and  nothing  more,  and  not  one  hour's, 
delay  should  take  place  in  giving  those  rights. 
It  was  to  place  any  mhabitant  of  New  Zealand  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  inhabitanis  of  Victoria, 
New  South  Wales,  Queensland,  South  Africa, 
and  actuaUy  the  Sandwich  Islands,  were  at 
the  present  moment.  The  Premier  moved  the 
previous  question  because  he  would  not  tell 
what  his  own  views  were,  and  in  fact  wished 
to  accommodate  the  Committee  and  shelter  every- 
body. He  thought  that  was  an  improper  and 
not  a  brave  m<^e  of  action.  The  honorable 
member  for  Heathoote  plainly  stated  tliat  he 
would  support  that  course  because  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  principle,  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Taieri  boldly  said  the  same  thing.  There  was 
no  shirking  the  question  on  their  part.  Moving 
the  previous  question  was  an  entire  shirking  of 
the  subject,  and  this  Bill  ought  to  be  in- 
stantly carried.  As  far  as  he  could,  he  would 
persist. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  question  be  now  put ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  witn  the 
following  result : — 
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Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  LautooTi 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  Qt.  Qtwjt 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bowe, 


Atxb. 

Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 
TeUert, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Shedian. 


Non. 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Oarrington, 
Mr.  EeUy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lnmsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Qt,  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
The  previous  question 
xied. 


Mr.  Fyke, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whxtaker, 
Mr.  Williams. 

T$Uer$, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Beid. 
was  consequently  oar- 
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The  House  went  into  Committee  to  consider  of 
giring  leare  to  introduce  this  BiU.  Leaye  was 
given,  the  resolution  reported  to  the  House,  and 
the  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved,  That  the  BiU  be 
read  a  seoond  time.  He  trusted  that  under  all 
the  circumstances  the  House  would  consent  to 
reinstate  tlie  Bill  in  its  former  position.  Any  ob- 
jection to  it  could  be  fully  discussed  during  its 
further  progress. 

Mr.  REES  did  not  think  it  was  right  or  proper 
to  allow  such  an  important  Bill  to  be  read  a 
seoond  time  in  a  House  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
members.  There  had  been  a  great  deal  of  anxiety 
on  the  part  of  certain  members  to  force  a  sitting 
on  that  day,  and  now  those  very  honorable  mem- 
bers were  not  present.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
at  all  desirable  to  push  the  Bill  through  the 
second  reading.  An  analogous  Bill  was  brought 
in  early  in  the  session,  but  it  was  withdrawn  for 
.  the  purpose  of  being  introduoed  in  another 
Chamber.  There  had  been  a  very  great  amount 
of  delay,  for  which  the  Qovemment  were  respon- 
sible, and  now  they  wished  to  suspend  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  so  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  rush 
the  Bill  through.  He  ejected  to  that  alto- 
gether. The  Bill  was  a  long  and  important  one ; 
but,  apart  from  that,  he  £uled  to  see  what  was 
to  be  gained  by  reading  it  a  second  time  that 
evening.    Moreover,  there  was  only  a  bare  quorum 


of  members  present,  those  members  who  were 
so  anxious  to  keep  tJie  House  open  on  Satard&j 
to  transact  the  business  of  the  country  bein^ 
away  enioying  themselves.  The  Bill  repealed 
about  fivtj  £c^  of  the  (General  Assemblj  aad 
over  one  hundred  Provincial  Ordinances,  and 
he  felt  confident  that  not  a  single  member  of  the 
Government  could  mention  the  titles  of  half  a 
dozen  of  those  Acts.  To  give  the  House  aa  idea 
of  the  number  of  Acts  repealed,  he  would  give  the 
exact  numbers.  There  were  forty-two  Acta  o£ 
the  General  Assembly,  nine  Acts  of  the  Frovinoe 
of  Auckland,  five  Ordinances  of  the  Province  of 
Taranaki,  eieht  Acts  of  the  Province  of  WelUiigton, 
six  Acts  of  tne  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay,  six  Acta 
and  Ordinances  of  the  Province  of  Nelson,  two 
Acts  of  the  Province  of  Marlborough,  ^eren 
Ordinances  of  the  Province  of  Canterbun',  two 
Ordinances  of  the  Province  of  Westland,  and  nine- 
teen Ordinances  of  the  Provinces  of  Otago  and 
Southland.  •  There  were  altogether  about  140 
Acts  repealed  by  the  Bill,  and  honorable  members, 
without  knowing  anything  of  the  efieot  of  repeal- 
ing these  Acts,  were  asked  to  read  it  a  seoond 
time.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  Canterborj 
members  had  looked  through  the  schedule  of 
Actsropealed. 

Mr.  WASON.— Yea. 

Mr.  REES  would  like  the  honorable  gentlamaa 
to  name  any  of  them. 

Mr.  WASON.— We  are  not  in  Committee. 

Mr.  BEES.— They  were  not  in  Committee. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  he  had  read  the 
schedule ;  and  weiK  when  he  (Mr.  Eees)  asked 
him  to  name  any  of  the  Acts,  he  answered,  **  We 
are  not  in  Committee!"  The  principles  of  the 
Bill  ought  to  be  well  considered  before  the  House 
agreed  to  the  second  reading ;  and  he  would  like 
to  know  how  it  could  be  well  considered  bj 
members  who  knew  nothing  of  it.  Its  effisct 
would  be  to  give  the  Government  enormous 
power.  It  imposed  all  sorts  of  new  penaltiea, 
and  all  sorts  of  new  arran^^ements,  ror  publio 
works  and  railways.  It  provided  for  taking  land 
for  public  works,  and  for  giving  compensation  for 
those  lands ;  it  dealt  with  surveys,  roads,  railways^ 
drainage,  and  water  supplies  to  the  gold  fields. 
He  did  not  think  the  gold  fields  memben  had 
looked  through  the  clauses,  or  could  mention  a 
single  provision  contained  in  the  BilL 

Mr.  WOOLCOOE.— Yon  know  nothing  aboot. 
thst. 

Mr.  REES  said  he  had  the  Act  in  his  hand, 
and  he  would  challenge  the  honorable  member  to 
mention  even  the  numbers  of  the  clauses  relating 
to  the  gold  fields.  This  Bill  provided  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  sorts  of  new  officers,  making  all 
sorts  of  salaries  and  positions  in  which  the  publio 
money  should  be  drawn.  The  Ghovemor  might 
make  contracts  of  enormous  value.  ECe  supposed 
it  did  not  matter  much  to  honorable  gentlemen, 
whose  districts  would  not  be  much  affected^  but 
to  other  places  it  would  make  an  enormous  difier- 
enoe.  No  explanation  was  ^ven  as  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  BiU,  or  of  the  liabilities  which  wero 
to  be  placed  upon  the  sevei;^  districts  by  it }  yet 
the  Ministry,  because  it  was  late  in  the  session, 
wanted  the  House  to  pass  the  Bill  at  onoe.    In 
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relation  to  the  Acta  repealed,  he  would  like  to 
point  out  one  or  two.  There  were  "  The  Pablio 
Works  Land  Aot,  1864;"  "  The  Prorincial  Powers 
Extension  Act,  1865 ;"  "  The  Bailway  Fences  Act, 
1865;"  <'The  Compalsory  Land  Taking  Act;" 
'<The  Land  Clauses  Consolidation  Act;"  "The 
Bailways  Act,  1867;"  "The  Immigration  and 
Public  Works,  1870  " 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  really  wanted  more  time  to  consider 
the  Bill,  he  would  at  once  consent  to  postpone  the 
second  reading  until  Monday,  and  would  then  be 
prepiy^  to  go  into  Committee,  which,  he  under- 
stood, the  honorable  member  would  not  object  to. 

Mr.  RSES  said  he  thought  it  would  be  quite 
right. 

Mr.  RBID  thought  it  was  a  great  pitj  that  the 
rwy  lucid  explanation  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Aucuand  City  East  bad  favoured  them 
with  had  been  interrupted.  He  was  sure  it  would 
have  aided  them  materially  in  understanding  the 
the  prorisions  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BEES  said  that  before  the  question  was 
put  he  would  inst  like  to  say 

Mr.  OBMOND  asked,  as  a  point  of  order, 
whether  the  honorablo  member  for  AucUand 
Cttj  East  had  not  finished  his  speech  and  sat 
down  before  the  honorable  member  for  Taieri 
addressed  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB  said  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East  had  been  interrupted 
fay  the  Premier,  and  consequently  had  not  floished 
krLi  speech.  Therefore  he  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  could  now  proceed. 

Mr.  BEES  would  promise  to  say  what  he  had 
to  say  in  a  few  minutes.  He  would  say  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Taieri  that  he  had  not  yet 
acquired  the  art  of  saying  one  thing  and  meaning 
another,  and  of  being  able  to  give  up  his  prin- 
oiples  in  the  endeayour  to  make  the  most  he 
ooilld  out  of  them  afterwards.  Besides,  he  had 
some  little  knowledge  of  laws,  and  it  did  not 
require  any  yery  lengthened  study  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  understand  a  yery  simple  thing. 
When  honorable  gentlemen  attempted  to  be 
witty,  they  should  really  try  to  understand  what 
the  meaning  of  wit  was.  As  for  the  interruption 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Clire,  he  coula  not 
expect  anything  better  from  him.  Nobody  could 
expect  him  to  understand  the  difference  between 
aa  interruption  and  a  speech.  If  they  had  ex- 
pected anything  more  from  him,  they  would  haye 
Men  greatly  surprised.  He  would  accept  the 
oflSsr  m  the  Premier  at  once. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  would  like  to  point  out  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
Ibo  position  in  which  he  was  plaoins  a  great 
mmj  members.  This  Bill  was  down  n>r  second 
Madmg  on  Friday  last,  and  it  was  only  a  tech- 
nioal  point  that  interfered  with  the  second  read- 
ing. He  appealed  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
n^  to  impose  on  the  patience  and  good-humour 
of  tho  House,  when  a  number  of  members  were 
wanting  to  get  through  with  the  business,  by 
raiting  objections  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  which  had  only  been  interrupted  by  a  mere 
teohnieality.  He  was  sorry  to  see  the  Gofem- 
VMDlfifvwtgrin  thitmattor.    He  ikuut  lay  the 


kindly  way  in  which  the  Premier  met  the  honor- 
able member  did  him  great  credit ;  but  he 
thought  there  were  other  members  of  the  House 
who  deeeryed  consideration.  He  thought  the 
House  could  not  go  on  ni^ht  after  night  and  day 
after  day,  haying  the  business  obstructed  in  this 
manner.  He  thought  honorable  members  could 
not  regard  such  conduct  as  anything  but  aa 
affront  to  themseWes. 

Mr.  BEES  asked  if  he  could  reply  to  the  re- 
marks just  made. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB  said  the  honorable  member 
could  not,  as  he  had  already  spoken. 

Sir  a.  GBET  thought  the  freedom  of  debate 
should  not  be  interfered  with.  With  the  tax 
upon  their  time  he  found  it  absolutely  impossible 
to  read  these  Bills  or  deyoto  a  single  instent  to 
them.  He  neyer  saw  this  Public  Works  Bill 
until  Friday  last,  and  he  was  quite  unaware  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East  was 
ffoing  to  raise  the  objections  he  did.  Whilst  no 
honorable  member  was  more  strongly  impressed 
than  himself  with  the  belief  that  public  business 
should  not  be  delayed,  stiU  he  thought  they 
should  not  be  compelled  to  swallow  all-importont 
measures  of  this  kind  wholesale  in  the  manner 
attempted.  He  thought  it  was  not  right  that 
honorable  gentlemen  struggling  to  get  time  to 
understond  measures  of  the  greatest  possible  im- 
portance, should  haye  their  intentions  misinter- 
preted. So  far  as  his  knowledge  went,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  East  came  down 
with  eyeiy  desire  to  promote  public  business,  and 
the; whole  of  what  had  token  place  had  originated 
— in  his  firm  belief — ^in  the  fisct  that  the  honorable 
member  could  not  understand  this  most  impor- 
tent  measure.  He  was  most  grateful  that  the 
Ghoyemment  had  giyen  way. 

Mr.  BEID  wa«  not  going  to  offer  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  on  Monday. 
As  far  as  his  limited  ability  and  application  went, 
he  was  quite  prepared  to  proceoa  with  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  at  once.  In  fact,  he  had 
made  a  yery  careful  analysis  of  the  Bill,  and  had 
a  few  suggestions  to  make  in  regard  to  it.  But 
owing  to  the  manner  in  which  the  business  was 
now  being  oooducted  in  the  House,  he,  in  common, 
hebelieyra,  with  many  other  members,  was  forced 
into  tlus  position.  Seeing  that  the  priyileges  of 
honorable  members  were  so  much  abused  by  a  few 
honorable  gentlemen  in  this  House,  rather  than 
raise  the  sughtest  discussion  or  opposition  eyen 
on  pointo  thiat  he  thought  of  great  importance, 
he  was  content  to  allow  measures  to  pass  through 
which  he  would  otherwise  haye  questioned  and 
discussed.  The  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
Cit^  East,  with  a  refinement  of  feeling  charao* 
tenstio  of  himself,  and  which  did  credit  to  a 
sentleman  trained  to  the  legal  prof ession,  had 
tnought  fit  to  charge  him  that  eyening  witii  de- 
liyering  speeches  carefully  made  in  order  that  he 
might  trim  his  sails  to  any  side  and  insure  ad- 
yantage  to  himself.  He  could  stend  an  accusa- 
tion like  that  ooming  from  a  new  member,  and  a 
member  who  up  to  that  period  had  not  acquired 
such  a  position  in  the  House  as  to  justify  him  in 
making  any  such  charge.  He  (Bur.  Beid)  waa 
oompamtiiiely  sa  old  member  of  tbe  Bovmo,  aad 
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he  pat  it  to  those  who  had  known  him  ever  nnoe 
he  had  entered  Parliament,  whether  his  actions 
had  eTcr  been  such  as  to  justify  such  a  charge 
as  that.  If  he  had  wished  to  obtain  a  position 
to  his  own  advantage,  he  might  hare  done 
00  time  after  time;  but  as  for  speaking 
enigmatically  or  in  an  indedsiye  manner,  he 
thought  there  was  no  member  in  the  House 
who  had  more  openly  expressed  his  opinions 
than  he  had.  During  the  present  session,  his 
position  had  been  a  Tery  unfortunate  and 
painful  one  to  him.  His  feelings  on  the  most 
important  question  had  been  with  a  party  with 
whom,  owing  to  their  extreme  action  on  many 
occasions,  he  could  not  act;  but  he  endea- 
Toured  to  act  as  loyally  with  them  as  ho  possibly 
could,  because  they  supported  generally  riews 
which  he  belieyed  in.  He  had,  therefore,  on 
many  occasions,  when  differing  from  that  party, 
thought  it  right  rather  to  walk  out  of  the  House 
than  Tote  against  them.  And  this  was  the  re- 
turn which  he  got  for  subserring  his  own  views 
on  minor  questions  in  order  to  support  the  party 
whose  policy  on  one  important  pomt  he  belieTed 
in.  The  conduct  of  the  leaden  and  of  some  of 
its  members  had  been  such  as  to  make  him 
feel  disgraced  that  ho  had  been  compelled  to 
work  with  them  in  order  to  carry  out  a  policy 
which  he  belieTed  in.  The  House  had  been  told 
that  these  honorable  members  came  there  that 
OTcning  to  promote  public  business;  but  could 
any  honorable  member,  who  saw  the  efforts  they 
made  to  get  a  count  out  when  the  House  met  at 
half-past  seTen  o'clock,  belieTe  that  such  was  the 
case?  It  was  an  insult  to  honorable  members' 
common  sense  to  say  that  their  intention  was  to 
promote  the  conduct  of  public  business.  He  felt 
oonTinced  himself,  fi*om  tiie  action  taken,  that  the 
intention  was  to  defeat  the  object  which  members 
had  in  coming  there  that  CTening.  Instead  of 
being  allowed  to  go  on  with  the  busmess,  the  time 
bf  the  House  was  taken  up  not  with  fair  dis- 
cussion, not  with  promoting  business,  not  in 
fulfilling  the  legitimate  functions  of  an  Oppo- 
sition, but  in  pandering  to  the  gratification  of  the 
evil  dispositions  and  feelings  of  some  honorable 
members  whose  sole  object  appeared  to  be  to  irri- 
tate and  annoy  the  GDTemment,  and  keep  mem- 
bers up  to  all  hours  of  the  night,  to  the  neglect 
of  the  public  business.  The  session  had  arriT^  at 
that  stage  when  many  members  were  leaTing,  and 
the  object  of  the  honorable  members  who  were 
now  obstructing  business  was  that  the  session 
should  come  to  a  close  without  the  most  impor- 
tant Bills  being  passed.  He  cared  little  for  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East.  That  honorable  member  might  think 
he  was  going  to  put  members  down  by  turning 
round  and  sneering  at  them ;  but  if  he  attempted 
to  take  that  course,  he  would  find  that  there  were 
those  in  the  House  who  could  defend  themselTes 
or  their  actions.  And  he  would  find  that  on  cTeir 
occasion  on  which  he  attempted  such  action  with 
him,  he  would  receiTe  a  not  Tery  pleasant  reply, 
if  indeed  it  should  be  thought  worth  while  to 
reply  to  him  at  all.  He  regretted  to  say  that 
most  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  obserrations 
were  scarcely  worth  the  trpuble  of  replying  to. 


Sir  B.  BOUaiiAS  said  that,  after  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  member  for  TJueri,  it  was  hardly 
necessary  for  him  to  say  much.  There  were  few 
memberd  of  the  House  who  had  more  loyally 
supported  the  GoTemment  this  session  than  he 
had  done,  because  he  thoroughly  belieTed  in  the 
policy  of  Abolition  which  they  were  carrying 
out;  but,  at  this  late  period  of  the  sesaioiiy 
there  were  now  for  the  first  time  coming  down 
Bills  which  most  affected  the  country  districta. 
The  session  might  hare  been  wasted,  but  that 
was  no  fault  or  his ;  and  what  he  complained  of 
was  that  the  House  should  be  called  upon  to  ait^ 
night  after  night,  tiU  three  o'clock,  with  iT  thin 
House,  with  few  members  present — some  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition,  and  a  few  other  megoiben 
who,  like  himself,  felt  deeply  interested  in  the 
questions  that  were  being  considered.  When 
such  members  as  he  was,  who  had  loyally  sup- 
ported the  QoTernment,  asked  them  to  delay  the 
business  in  order  that  they  mieht  consider  the 
measures  which  most  affected  their  distriets,  it 
was  hard  upon  them  that  the  only  response  they 
oould  get  was  "  Question,"  and  that  measures  on 
which  the  whole  fate  of  the  country  hung,  and 
which  were  of  more  importance  than  any  others 
that  had  been  brought  down  during  the  session, 
should  be  hurried  through  with  so  little  con- 
sideration. Besides  which,  the  only  day  in  the 
week  on  which  honorable  members  had  to  rest, 
the  only  day  when  they  could  giTS  their  minds 
and  bodies  that  rest  which  they  required,  was 
denied  to  them.  It  was  a  case  of  all  work 
and  no  play.  Was  it  not  that  whieh  made  Jack 
a  dull  boyP  The  mind  required  rest  as 
well  as  the  body;  yet  honorable  members  were 
forced  to  come  to  the  House  and  sit  there  all 
that  day,  and  af)ier  all  nothing  had  been  done. 
Again,  when  the  CTening  came,  the  House  was 
asked  to  go  on  with  the  GoTomment  business, 
though  members  were  tired  out  through  sitting 
up  niffht  afUr  night  in  hurrying  through  Bills— 
the  House  not  listening  to  the  remarks  upon 
those  Bills  of  the  honorable  members  who  cared 
most  about  them.  If  one  spoke  or  attempted 
to  make  any  amendments,  he  was  obliged  to  sit 
down  by  being  met  with  cries  of  "Question, 
question."  That  was  not  the  way  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  country.  He  came  to  the  session 
to  do  the  business  of  the  country.  There  was 
now  a  Bill  being  passed  with  regard  to  which  he 
might  say,  that,  notwithstanding  all  his  wish  to 
keep  the  GoTemment  in  office,  he  would  see  them 
turned  out  with  pleasure  rather  than  assent  in 
an^  waT  to  passing  that  measure.  It  contained  a 
prmciple  to  which  the  country  objected ;  and  yet 
this  Bill  was  attempted  to  be  passed  through  in 
the  early  hours  of^the  morning  when  members 
who  were  anxious  to  amend  it  would  scarcely  be 
listened  to.  There  was  a  principle  amonest  Eng- 
lishmen which  made  them  hang  like  bull-dogs  to 
their  work,  and  he  was  ready  to  sit  there  tiU  next 
year  and  see  the  business  carried  through;  but  he 
would  insist  upon  it  as  far  as  he  could  that  the 
House  should  not  sit  at  improper  hours,  but  at  a 
time  when  men  could  weigh  eTery  sentence  and 
eTery  word  of  the  measures  thej  were  oonaider- 
ing.    That  was  the  time  when  important  Bil]« 
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should  bo  ooiuideredj  and  not  when  man  came 
there  without  havine  had  any  rest,  tired  out,  and 
out  of  temper.  Such  a  course  should  not  be  at- 
tempted in  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand.  He 
felt  the  course  taken  by  the  Q>oTemment  yery 
bitterly.  He  came  there  hoping  to  find  that  men 
would  act  throughout  according  to  their  con- 
sciences. He  haa  no  blame  to  take  to  himself 
on  that  score,  because  he  supported  the  Goyern* 
ment,  as  he  belieyed  in  their  measures.  But  he 
must  say  that  he  thought  their  conduct  now  was 
wrong,  and  so  he  would  oppose  them  in  the 
course  they  were  taking. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  that  one  member  of  the 
Opposition  had  stated  that  he  felt  himself  dis- 
graoed  at  being  associated  with  his  party,  while 
a  supporter  of  the  GK)yemment  was  shocked  with 
his  friends.  He  thought  the  House  might  put 
one  against  the  other,  and  let  the  matter  drop. 
It  was  foolish  that  the  House  should  haye  been 
called  to  meet  that  eyening ;  but  as  it  had  met, 
they  ought  to  go  on  wiUi  the  business.  He 
hoped  tJ^e  proposal  of  the  Premier  would  be 
agreed  to,  and  that  they  would  get  rid  of  this 
Bill  for  the  night,  and  go  on  with  some  other 
business. 

Mr.  DB  LIUTOUB  U-.ought  that,  when  the 
leaders  of  the  Opposition  told  honorable  mem- 
bers how  anxious  they  were  to  do  their  duty  to 
the  public,  they  might  remember  that  there  were 
duties  owed  by  leaders  of  the  Opposition  to  their 
followers,  and  that  in  obeying  those  duties  they 
would  be'serying  the  interests  of  the  public ;  be- 
cause  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  public 
that  man  who  were  loyally  supporting  the  Oppo- 
sition should  not  be  driyen  into  deserting  their 
party.  He  did  not  say  that  any  action,  howeyer 
ill-adyised,  taken  by  men  who  supported  the  ideas 
which  he  held,  should  make  him  yote  against 
them,  but  it  would  debar  him  from  giying  them 
that  loyal  support  which  he  would  uke  to  giye 
them.  There  was  no  occasion  whateyer  for  the 
action  taken  that  eyening  against  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  Three  months  ago  he  had 
mastered  the  proyisions  of  the  measure,  and  had 
spoken  upon  it ;  and  if  honorable  members  had 
not  bad  time  in  those  three  months  to  look  into 
it,  he  thought  they  might  haye  deyoted  to  doing 
so  some  of  the  time  which  was  taken  up  in  mere 
disputes.  If  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
Cil7  East  had  not  wanted  to  go  to  the  Institute 
that  eyening,  the  House  wocud  not  haye  been 
brought  to  the  position  in  which  it  was.  He 
wisheid  the  leadm  of  the  Opposition  would  re- 
member that  they  had  duties  to  those  who  had 
supported  them,  and  that  they  would  giye  way. 
:  Mr.  W.  WOOD,  as  a  member  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, wished  to  aclmowledge  the  compliment  paid 
to  it  by  the  honorable  member  for  Taieri,  who 
•poke  of  himsdf  as  a  member  of  that  party,  and 
also  by  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida, 
whom  he  likewise  recognised  as  a  member  of 
the  party.  He  would,  howeyer,  remind  those 
honorable  members  of  the  old  saying,  that  it  was 
beet  to  "  wash  one's  dirty  linen  at  home." 

Mr.  SEES  would  like  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation with  regard  to  what  had  fidlen  from  the 
oonorablo  member  for  Mount  Ida.    He  bad  de- 


clined to  go  to  a  cricket  match  that  day,  in  order 
to  attend  the  House ;  and  although  he  had  been 
inyited  to  the  Institute  that  eyening,  he  had  de- 
clined the  inyitation  in  order  to  attend  in  his 
place  in  the  House.  The  honorable  member 
would  therefore  own  that  that  was  not  the  object 
he  had  in  yiow  in  taking  the  course  he  had  taken 
in  relation  lo  this  measure.  He  came  into  the 
House,  and  found  that  the  Bill  was  about  to  be 
read  a  second  time  at  once.  He  remonstrated 
partly  on  account  of  the  thin  state  of  the  House, 
and  chiefly  because  of  the  enormous  number  of 
Acts  which  the  Bill  repealed,  and  which  made  it 
necessaxy  for  honorable  members  to  consider  it 
yery  carefully. 

Mr.  BABFF  entirely  agreed  with  the  proposi' 
tion  that  the  second  reai&ng  of  this  Bill  should 
be  made  an  order  of  the  day  for  Monday.  At  the 
same  time  he  personally  would  haye  no  objection 
to  taking  the  seoond  reading  that  eyening.  He 
also  maintained  that  eyery  member  of  the  House 
who  wished  to  address  himself  to  an  important 
question  ihould  haye  full  liberty  to  do  so,  so 
long  as  he  confined  himself  to  the  question. 
There  were  seyeral  remarks  which  he  felt  it  neoefr* 
sary  to  make  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  but  he  did  not 
intend  to  make  those  remarks  now,  and  would  re- 
serye  them  for  a  future  occasion.  He  made  this 
explanation  simply  that  the  House  should  know 
that  he  was  not  obstructing  the  seoond  rsading  of 
the  Bill.  He  was  perfectly  prepared  to  go  on 
with  it.  Oonsidering  that  this  House  has  taken 
the  unusual  course  of  meeting  on  Saturday,  and 
that  members  were  eyidently  suffering  nom  a 
pertain  amount  of  irritation,  judging  from  the 
peculiar  remarks  made  when  any  honorable  mem- 
ber  rose  to  speak,  it  was  a  bad  time  to  take  a  dis- 
oussiou  on  a  large  question  like  Uus.  For  his 
own_part  he  was  perftotly  prepared  to  go  on  with 
theBiU. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that,  while  it  was  only 
right  that  the  honorable  member  for  Taieri  should 
defend  himself  as  he  had  done,  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  honorable  gentleman  and  other  speakers 
on  this  matter  was  not  justified.  Those  honor* 
able  members  talked  about  the  Opposition  ob- 
structing the  business.  They  might  as  well  accuse 
the  Opposition  for  haying  caused  the  death  of 
the  late  Agent-General,  for  the  crisis  which  took 
place  upon  the  appointment  of  the  new  Agent- 
Oeneral,  which  resulted  in  the  Goyemment 
ffoing  out  and  a  new  GK)yernment  coming  in — 
for  a  new  Counties  Bill  beins  introduced,  in 
fresh  estimates  being  submittea,  and  for  all  the 
principal  measures  of  the  Ghoyemment  being 
withdrawn  and  remodelled.  That  was  the  cause 
of  the  delay.  He  would  say  at  once,  openly, 
that  he  had  not  occupied  much  of  the  time 
of  the  House  in  speaking.  He  had  not 
spoken  a  dozen  words  except  from  a  conyic- 
tion  that  he  was  entitled  to  diseuss  the  question 
upon  which  he  spoke,  and  he  endeavoured  not  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  unnecessarily. 
While  ne  admitted  that  they  might  prolong  their 
speeches  to  an  extreme  length,  it  was  possible  to 
haye  a  tyranny  that  would  put  down  ul  freedom 
of  speech.  It  had  beooine  the  practice,  when  % 
member  got  up  to  ipeak,  to  be  met  with  lond 
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ones  of  **  Qnetlion,"  from  gentlemen  lying  half- 
eeleep  on  the  iMnehee.  Lees  hsnn  would  aoorue 
from  exoeeeif e  t«Unng  than  from  allowing  matters 
to  go  without  dieonesion  or  comment.  He  would 
be  slad  to  see  the  Bill  poetfMned  until  thej  had 
had  time  to  oonsider  its  proTisions. 

Sir  Qt.  GBSY  said  remarks  had  been  made 
about  the  effort  used  to  get  a  House  made  this 
eyening.  It  had  been  stated  that  that  was  abso- 
solatelj  a  proof  of  the  desire  on  his  part  to  in- 
termpt  the  publio  business.  Although  he  had 
bem  unwilling  that  tliis  should  be  made  a  sitting 
daj,  he  was  in  his  plaoe  when  prayers  were  read 
in  order  to  oarry  on  the  public  Dusiness.  ¥nien 
the  House  met  this  eTemng  he  was  in  his  place 
to  help  to  oany  on  the  piwlio  business.  There 
was  hardly  a  member  of  the  Ghyremment  present 
— s>nly  one  or  two. 

Mr.  BO  WEN.— There  were  three. 

Sir  0.  GBSY.— That  was  a  mat  number  cer- 
tainly considering  the  number  of  Ministers.  The 
House  was  almost  absolutely  empty.  He  did  feel 
that  it  was  vnjust  to  compel  him  and  hisYriends  to 
come  here  to  make  a  Hoose  to  carry  on  the  public 
basiness,  and  that  the  Gk>Temment  and  their 
mppoiters  should  be  absent  from  the  House.  His 
eligeot  was  that  the  business  of  the  oountir  should 
be  discussed  in  a  full  and  {sir  House.  He  con- 
tended that  he  had  done  his  duty  to  the  House 
and  the  eountiy,  and  to  Bfinisters  themselTes,  in 
forcing  them  to  come  into  their  places  in  the 
House  and  attend  to  the  business  of  Parliament. 
That  was  his  sole  object  He  and  his  friends 
were  the  first  members  to  come  into  the  House, 
anzioos  to  canry  on  the  public  business.  They 
had  done  their  duty  in  insisting  that  a  House 
should  be  made  to  deal  with  the  great  questions 
that  had  to  come  before  it. 

The  second  rsading  of  the  Bill  was  made  an 
Order  of  the  day  for  next  sitting  day. 

FIKANOIAL  AEBANaEMBNTS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  fturther  oonsidered  in  Committee. 

Clause  85. — Qoremor  may  retain  serrices  of 
any  pronnoial  officer. 

Sir  O.  OBEY  moved,  That  the  following  words 
be  added  after  the  word  proTinoe :  "  not  being  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly." 

Question  put»  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  there  inserted  ;"  upon  which  a  din- 
sion  was  called  for,  with  the  Ibilowing  result : — 
Ayes  21 
28 


Aya 
Ko« 


Hijoitfy  against.. 


ICr.  Baigent, 
Mr.Barff, 
ICr.  Bryoe, 
ICr.  De  Lautour, 
ICr.  Bignan, 
Sir  B.  I>ouglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  a.  Orey, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce,  , 

Mr.  Laniaah, 


ATM. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 


Montgomery, 
Murray, 
Beid, 
Swanson, 


Tawiti, 

Williams, 

W.Wood. 

JKees, 
Tola. 


N<HM. 

Mr.  O.  McLean, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Teschemakcr, 
Mr.  Waion, 
Mr.  Whitaler. 
Tellerg. 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  F^ke. 
consequently  negatiyed. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Fitsroy, 
Mr.  aibbs, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  HursUiouse, 
lir.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenuy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
The  amendment  was 

Clause  8a— «'I>isqualiftcat«>n  Act,  18^0,"  nci 
to  apply. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause,  as  amended, 
stand  part  of  t^e  Bill ;"  upon  which  a  dirision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes        3d 

Koes        16 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Andrew, 
M^jor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Canrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  FiUroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hursthonseb 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Laniaob, 
Mr.  Lumaden, 
Mr.  a.  McLsaa, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr.  Di|nan, 
Sir  B.  JJouglas, 
Mr.  Fishor, 
Sir  O.  Grey, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  NaJie, 
Mr.  Bees, 


ATM. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Noxs. 
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Moutfomflry, 
Muimy, 
Ormond, 
Betd, 
Beynolds, 
Bichardson, 
BoUestoo, 
Bowe, 
Sterens, 
Tawiti, 
Tesehemaker, 
Wason, 
Whitaker, 
Wooloock. 
IVUsrv. 
Kelly, 
Pyke. 


Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

TeUer9, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Tole. 

The  danse  was  oonseqnentlr  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  with  amenwnents,  whioh 
ordered  to  be  oonsidered  on  Monday. 

The  House  adjourned  at  eleven  o'oLodk  pjn. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  2»rd  October,  1876. 

lint  Besdiar-Seeond  Besding^-Thivd  BMdinfl»-Bfll 
Diaeharg«d~BoUiuo  Gwden  ItMnng  Bill— WelliDg. 
Bill-CMUepoint  Harbour  Boaid  Bill- 
urbonr  Board  BUI. 


ton 

BiTerton  Harbour 


The  Hon.  the  Spbaxbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'dook. 

Fbaybbs. 

FIRST  BEABINa. 
The  Wellington  Hospital  and  College  Beaerree 
Bill. 

8EC0KD  BEADINa. 
The  Waitahnna  Athenaeum  Bill. 

THIBD  BBADINaS. 
The  Waitahnna  AthenflBum  Bill,  the  Wanga- 
nni  Harbonr  Board  Bill,  the  Kapier  Harbour 
Board  Bill,  the  Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHABGBD. 
The  Lake  Forsyth  Native  Besenres  Bill. 

BOTANIC  GARDEN  LEASING  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  in  moving  the 
seoond  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  ho  had  expUkined 
its  object  so  follj  on  the  occasion  of  its  introduc- 
tion that  he  need  not  detain  the  Council  long 
now.  He  had  only  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  one  or  two  points.  One  was  that 
whereas,  when  he  introduced  the  BiU,  it  con- 
tained provisions  to  enable  the  Botanic  Gkrden 
Board  to  sell  as  well  as  lease  any  portions  of  the 
Gardens,  it  did  not  now  propose  to  enable  the 
Board  to  sell.  His  object  for  giting  so  wide  a 
scope  to  the  title  ef  the  Bill  which  he  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  was  simply  in  order  that  the 
Botanic  Gkurden  Boajd,  which  was  then  about  to 
meet,  might  hare  full  range  to  suggest  to  the 
Legislature  whatever  steps  it  might  think  neces- 
sary to  propose.  The  Board  did  not  desire  any 
power  to  sell.  There  was  onother  point :  In  the 
third  line  of  the  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill  there  was 
a  clerical  error,  which  was  owinff  to  a  fault  of  his 
own,  he  having  misunderstood  the  wishes  of  the 
Board,  and  thereby  caused  thirty  to  be  inserted 
instead  of  twenty  acres.  The  whole  area  of  the 
Gardens,  as  he  mentioned  before,  was  eighty  acres. 
Although,  if  this  Bill  passed,  the  Board  would 
have  power  to  lease  twenty  acres,  he  scarcely 
thought  it  likely  that  twenty  acres  could  be 
selected  from  the  Gardens  which  would  let,  still 
less  did  he  think  there  were  twenty  acres  which 
oould  be  let  without  detriment  to  the  general 
arrangement  of  tho  Gardens.  However,  it  was 
better,  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  to  sive  sufficient 
scope.  The  Council  might  be  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  Board  of  Governors  had  no  object  in 
view  but  the  maintenance  of  the  Botanic  Garden 
in  its  most  efficient  state,  and  therefore  it  need 
have  no  fear  as  to  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
vested  in  that  body,  whose  only  desire  was  for  the 
welfare  of  these  Gardens,  and  for  their  utility  to 
the  public  It  was  one  of  those  cases  in  which 
the  Council  need  not  hesitate  as  to  the  amount  of 


power  to  be  conferred  on  a  Board  presided  over 
by  tiie  Gtyvemor  himself,  who  took  an  active  and 
personal  intereat  in  the  matter,  and  consuting, 
with  probably  a  solitary  exception — namely,  him* 
self — of  genUemen  who  took  an  active  and  intel- 
ligent interest  in  the  matters  committed  to  their 
bhaige.  The  clauses  of  the  Bill  were  very  short, 
and  of  a  practical  kind.  They  would  be  better 
analyxed  by  legal  members,  and  to  those  honor* 
able  ffentlemen  he  submitted  the  BilL 

•  The  Hon.  Br.  POLLEN  had  no  olneotimkto 
the  seoond  reading  of  the  Bill,  bat  the  honoraUe 
ffentleman  who  had  charge  of  it  would  possibly 
be  able  to  give  them  information  which  perhape 
he  (Dr.  Pollen)  ought  to  have  obtained  other* 
wise,  as  to  wheUier  this  proposed  dealing  with  a 
portion  of  the  land  was  a  part  of  the  pdliOT  of  the 
Board  of  €K>vemors  generally,  or  whether  the 
necessity  for  resorting  to  this  method  of  getting 
an  inoome  had  been  forced  npon  the  Board  bv 
the  recent  action  of  withdrawmg  the  vote  which 
bad  been  hitherto  annually  granted  for  maintain* 
ing  the  Gardens.  To  his  knowledge,  that  vole 
had  in  past  years  been  subjeoted  to  many  aasanlts 
and  escaped  some  dangers,  and  he  was  not  with- 
out hope  that  even  in  the  present  case  it  might 
survive.  In  that  case,  he  assumed  that  the  power 
which  was  proposed  to  be  granted  by  this  BiU 
would  not  be  necessary.  Without  otfering  any 
opposition  to  the  second  reading  of  the  BUI,  he 
desirsd  that  the  Council  might  have  the  infoima- 
tion  he  aUuded  to. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON  said  it  ap- 
peared to  him  t^t  this  BiU  came  before  the 
CouncU  accompanied  with  very  Uttle  information* 
He  did  not  know  whether  it  applied  to  the  Bo- 
tanic Gardens  in  WeUingtmi,  or  other  gardens,  at 
it  bore  no  particular  name.  He  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  it  referred  to  the  WelUngton  Gardens. 
He  did  not  know  the  extent  of  these  Ghudens  % 
but,  whatever  their  area  might  bo,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  let  thirty  acres  for  the  long  period  of 
foity-two  years.  Before  he  fi^ve  his  consent  to 
such  a  propoial,  he  would  Uke  to  have  more 
information  than  was  before  the  Council;  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  desirable  to  defer  the 
second  reading  of  the  BiU  untU  next  day,  so  that 
honorable  members  might  have  time  to  consider 
the  information  on  the  subject  which  the  honor- 
able mover  might  giro  tlie  Council  in  his  reply. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that,  on  the 
introduction  of  the  BiU,  t^  Garden  was  styled 
the  "  Colonial  Botanio  Garden,"  as  it  was  in  fiiet: 
there  was  but  one  colonial  Garden,  and  that  was 
situated  at  WeUington.  The  BiU  itself,  referring 
to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Colonial  Botanic 
Garden,  necessarily  fixed  the  garden  to  be  the 
Botanic  Garden  at  Wellington ;  but  inasmuch  as 
in  aU  previous  legblation  on  the  subject  it  had 
been  spoken  of  simplv  as  the  Botanio  Garden,  the 
draftsman  of  the  Bill  had  thought  it  necessary  to 
adopt  that  title.  There  was  but  one  Botanio  Gar- 
den in  tho  colony  which  was  controUed  by  a  body 
of  Governors.  It  had  probably  escaped  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Johnston  that  he  had  named  the  area  at 
eighty  acres.  There  was  an  additional  area  of 
ten  aores  which  was  enclosed  for  convenience  in 
order  to  prevent  it  beooming  a  nuisaaosyandy 
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vhioh  was  really  Tested  in  tbe  InuteeB  of  two 
cemeteries,  who  had  consented  to  the  6K>Temors 
of  the  Botanic  Garden  taking  charge  of  it  and 
planting  it,  ]^nding  the  ulterior  use  that  might 
be  made  of  it.  It  was  possible,  if  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  two  or  three  years  could  see  his  way 
to  bring  into  operation  the  Act  wliioh  was  passed 
two  sessions  ago,  enabling  the  Gbyernor  to  close 
intramural  cemeteries,  that  these  portions  of  the 
cemeteries  might  merge  ioto  the  Botanic  Ghirdens. 
fie  hoped,  after  this  explanation,  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Johnston  would  not  think  it  necessary  to 
press  for  the  postponement  of  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  In  reply  to  the  question  of  tbe 
Colonial  Secretary  as  to  whether  it  was  in  carry- 
ing out  the  policy  of  the  Board  of  QoTemors  that 
they  applied  for  this  power  to  lease  portions  of  the 
Gardens,  or  whether  it  was  a  course  forced  upon 
them  by  necessity,  he  must  say  that  it  was  a  little 
of  both.  He  thought  the  Governors  had  always 
been  of  opinion  that  there  were  here  and  there 
odd  comers  which  might  with  adyantage  be  let, 
as  tending  in  some  small  measure  to  relieye  the 
charges  on  their  funds — that  was  when  they  had 
funds;  at  present  they  had  £1  17s.  4d.  in  hand, 
and  four  months'  bills  to  pay — ^because  it  was  an 
adyantage  to  haye  a  priyate  fence,  instead  of  a 
public  fence,  all  round  a  public  roserye  of  this 
kind.  Trusting  to  the  usual  anniutl  yote,  and 
considering  that  they  would  be  guilty  of  imperti- 
nence to  the  Legislature  if  they  supposed  it  would 
not  be  yoted,  the  ordinary  little  liabilities  had 
been  incurred,  and  would  haye  to  be  met  in  some 
way  or  another.  He  did  not  think  any  large  ad- 
dition to  the  income  of  the  Board  would  arise 
from  the  source  referred  to  in  the  Bill ;  but  it  was 
just  as  well  the  Goremors  should  have  it  in  their 
power  to  see  what  could  be  raised  in  this  way,  iu 
order  that  the^  might  consider,  before  another 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  whether  or  not 
it  would  be  their  duty  to  represent  to  the  Parlia- 
ment the  necessity  for  making  a  larger  provision 
for  the  maintenance  of  so  useful  a  public  institu- 
tion, or  of  suffering  it  to  fiiU  into  abeyance  alto- 
gether. He  might  say,  that  if  the  latter  course 
were  taken,  it  would  be  looked  upon  with  regret 
by  scientific  men  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The 
Wellinffton  Botanic  Gardens,  owing  to  the  dis- 
tinguished labours  of  its  chief.  Dr.  Hector,  were 
well  known  and  regarded  as  ayaluable  institution 
throughout  the  colony.  Another  point  he  might 
mention,  in  order  to  disarm  the  adverse  critidsms 
of  any  honorable  gentlemen  who  had  the  good 
fortune  not  to  live  in  Wellington,  was  this :  that 
sdentifio  men  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  a  peculiarity  in  tbe  temperature  and 
climate  of  Wellington  which  made  it  that  point 
in  New  Zealand  where  there  was  the  greatest 
prospect  of  raising  the  widest  range  of  plants, 
climatically  speaking ;  and  on  that  account,  even 
if  the  seat  of  Government  were  not  at  Wellington, 
in  the  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  it  would  be 
better  that  the  Colonial  Botanic  Garden— if  such 
an  institution  was  to  be  maintained  by  the  Go- 
vernment— should  be  at  this  spot.  The  whole 
expenditure  on  the  Gurden  since  it  had  been 
founded  did  not  amount  to  a  single  year's 
Government  expenfliture  upon  the  Qfodens  of 


Melbourne,  Sydney,  Adelaide,  or  Queensland. 
The  contributions  from  public  funds  towards 
the  Garden  during  the  whole  time  had  been 
£1,800 ;  and  the  rest  of  the  expenditure,  £3,017, 
had  been  met  partly  from  an  accumulated  fond 
of  £400  inyested  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stokes  and 
others  in  a  bank  and  appropriated  by  statate, 
partly  by  yotes  of  the  Provinciai  Council,  and 
partly  by  donations  from  the  Wellington  Pliiloso- 
phicfu  Society.  His  own  opinion  was  that  three 
times  the  vote  wliich  had  usually  been  given  to 
the  Botanic  Ghirden  might  very  well  be  expended 
there,  and  with  much  increased  adyantage  to  the 
public. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  without  amendment,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

WELLINGTON  LOANS  BILL. 
•  The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  had  a  reiy 
simple  duty  to  perform.  He  oould  assure  honorable 
members  that  the  word  "  harbour  "  did  not  onoe 
occur  in  the  Bill,  and  he  therefore  hoped  it  wonid 
not  be  confounded  with  any  of  the  Bills  which 
had  been  under  their  notice  the  previous  week. 
This  Bill  was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
solidating the  numerous  loans  authorized  to  be 
raised  under  Acts  of  this  Legislature,  but  which 
the  Corporation  had  not  yet  succeeded  in  raising. 
He  was  given  to  understand  by  the  Manager  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  that,  in  order  to  nego- 
tiate a  loan  in  London,  it  must  be  of  a  certain 
amount :  that  was,  they  might  negotiate  a  loan 
of  £200,000,  when  they  could  not  negotiate  a 
loan  of  £100,000.  He  could  easily  understand 
that,  because  by  the  rules  of  the  Stock  Exchange 
any  loan  under  a  certain  amount  could  not  be 
quoted,  and  therefore  would  ^Hot  be  marketable. 
For  instance,  the  Turkish  Loan  was  a  marketable 
loan,  because  it  amounted  to  many  millions,  and 
was  quoted  on  the  Stock  Exchange;  but  Uie 
public  had  had  to  pay  pretty  dearly  for  it.  He 
believed  the  effect  of  the  Turkish  and  other  loans 
on  the  inyesting  part  of  the  English  community 
had  been  to  produce  a  thirst  after  colonial  loew. 
He  could  assure  the  Council  that  this  was  really 
a  very  innocent  little  Bill.  Although  it  was  a 
borrowing  Bill,  there  was  nothing  in  it  to  frighten 
anybody.  He  was  not  at  all  in  favour  of  borrow- 
ing; but  he  could  conscientiously  say  that,  if  be 
had  the  means,  he  would  be  willing  to  pay  the 
money  out  of  his  own  pocket  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  Bill.  He  would 
go  over  the  items  referred  to  in  the  Bill,  ana 
members  could  then  judge  for  themselves.  5^ 
total  amount  of  the  loan  sought  to  be  negotiated 
was  £200,000,  but  the  Corporation  only  required 
£100,000  during  the  current  year.  The  first  item 
that  appeared  in  the  schedule  was  the  wharf  loan* 
No  doubt  the  Council  was  aware  that  £20,000 
was  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  for  tbe 
wharf.  That  money  was  raised  by  debenture, 
bearing  7i  per  cent.  Those  debentures  would 
fall  due  in  less  than  two  years,  and  consequent]/ 
they  would  be  soon  paid  off,  as  it  was  the  intwe^ 
of  the  Corporation,  of  course,  to  pay  them  off  a» 
soon  as  they  became  due.    The  next  item  ww  ^' 
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eUimed  land.  That  was  not  the  land  now  heing 
recUumed,  but  the  reclaimed  1  and  on  which  the 
Cuatom  Hooae  and  other  buildings  were  erected. 
£31,000  was  the  amount  that  Uie  Corporation 
agreed  to  pay  to  the  prorinoei  and  Uut  debt 
had  been  transferred  as  due  from  the  Cor-- 
poration  to  the  Gkneral  GoTemment.  That 
snm  bore  6  per  [cent,  interest,  and  there  was 
a  sinkinff  fund.  Therefore  this  portion  of  the 
money,  idthough  included  in  this  loan,  would  not 
be  required.  Then  came  the  waterworks.  This 
loan  had  already  been  sanctioned  by  the  legis- 
lature, but  the  money  had  nerer  been  raised.  The 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  had  advanced  £40,000,  for 
which  they  held  the  security  of  £60,000  of  deben- 
tures. That  money,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  was 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  until 
th^  oould  negotiate  this  loan.  The  next  item 
had  already  been  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature — 
that  was  a  drainage  loan.  He  need  hardly  call 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  necessity  for 
this  loan.  He  was  sure  his  honorable  friend 
Colonel  Brett  had  had  experience  of  the  bad 
odours  in  Wellington,  and  he  was  only  surprised 
that  the  honorable  genUeman's  health  kept  up  as 
well  as  it  did.  Perhaps  for  his  sake  and  the  sake 
of  honorable  gentlemen  generally,  the  Corporation 
were  Tery  anxious  to  carry  out  Uiis  work.  They 
proposea,  in  addition,  a  great  extension  of  water- 
works, the  plans  for  whidi  were  on  the  table,  and 
which  were  highly  approved  of  by  Mr.  Blackett. 
The  last  item  was  wharf  extension,  in  connection 
with  which  there  were  plans  laid  on  the  table. 
It  would  take  £19,000  to  carry  out  these  plans. 
As  honorable  members  were  aware,  there  was 
a  great  necessity  for  increased  wharf  accom- 
modation. Some  doubt  might  arise  in  the 
minds  of  honorable  gentlemen,  in  consequence 
of  what  had  been  said  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace, 
in  relation  to  the  reyenue  deriyed  from  the 
wharf.  That  honorable  gentleman  had  said  that 
the  Corporation  should  not  have  spent  the  large 
rerenue  derived  from,  the  wharf  uppn  ^eneial 
puiposes,  but  should  have  spent  it  on  the  wliarf. 
Unfortunately,  the  terms  of  the  sale  provided 
that  aU  surplus  revenue  from  the  wharf  should 
become  general  revenue  of  the  Corporation.  He 
believed  it  was  a  very  great  mistake  that  such  a 
clause  should  have  been  inserted  in  the  contract. 
The  aogregate  amount  was  £200,000.  In  looking 
over  the  Sill,  he  saw  it  would  be  necessary  to 
make  several  amendments  in  Committee.  For 
instance,  the  rate  of  7  per  cent.,  mentioned  in 
the  Bill,  was  a  very  high  rate  of  interest  at  which 
to  borrow  money.  To  say  that  the  money  should 
be  borrowed  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  7 
per  cent,  would  be  a  temptation  to  London  capi- 
talists not  to  offer  tlieir  money  at  less  than  7  per 
cent.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  reduce 
it  to  6  per  cent.  The  Kapier  loan  was  a  case  in 
point  In  the  Napier  loan  7  per  cent,  was  named, 
and  the  amount  was  taken  up  at  that  rate  with 
great  readiness.  He  did  not  know  what  effect 
their  legislation  in  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  would  have  upon  the  special  rating  clause  in 
this  Bill;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that,  if  the 
ratepayers  were  to  be  consulted  before  money 
ooold  be  borrowed  for  drainage,  it  would  be  a 


very  long  time  before  they  could  have  sny  drain- 
age at  all.  This  Bill  gave  power  to  raise  a  special 
rate  to  pay  off  a  certain  amount.  He  had  nothing 
further  to  advance  in  support  of  this  Bill,  and  ho 
hoped  it  would  receive  the  favourable  considera- 
tion of  the  Council.  He  was  happy  to 'say  that 
he  appeared  in  the  Council  with  a  whole  skin. 
He  was  told  that  he  dared  not  go  down  the  beach 
in  consequence  of  his  action  in  reference  to  the 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill.  He  found,  how- 
ever, tlmt  he  could  go  about  with  perfect  safety; 
and  he  thought  Wellington  would  have  reason  to 
be  thankful  to  the  Council  for  their  action  in  re- 
ference to  the  Harbour  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  had  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  this  proposal,  because  he 
thought  there  was  a  certain  difference,  which 
honorable  gentlemen  must  veoogniae,  between  this 
Bill  and  a  great  many  other  measures  which  had 
been  before  them.  This  branch  of  the  JLegisla- 
turo  exercised  a  very  useful  and  important  func- 
tion in  delaying  hasty  and  ill-cons.idered  legis- 
lation, especially  in  matters  where  the  colonial 
credit  was  concerned.  He  thought  it  was  incum- 
bent on  them  to  proceed  with  the  greatest  can- 

I  tion  when  Bills  of  this  sort  were  brought  before 
them :  and  he  thought  they  oould  say  conscien- 
tiously, that  they  slways  gave  such  Bills  the 
greatest  consideration.  But  they  would  lose  their 
influence  in  the  country,  and  would  fail  to  be 
supported  by  the  opinion  of  right-thinking  people 
in  the  country,  if  they  offered  to  every  proposal 

'  of  this  kind  a  stone-wall  opposition  and  stupid 
resistance.  There  were  loans  and  loans — loans 
which  were  urgent,  and  loans  which  might  be 
deferred  for  further  inquiry  and  consideration. 
He  conceived  this  to  be  a  case  in  which  great 

I  urgency  existed.    He  had  never  been  one  of  those 

'  who  hod  it  upon  their  consciences  that  they 

j  yielded  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  advocating 
wholesale  borrowing  for  speculative  enterprises. 

I  As  far  as  he  could  recollect,  honorable  members 
would  not  End  bis  name  recorded  in  a  single  case 

I  of  reckless  and  ill-considered  borrowing  m  that 
Council;  and  he  took  this  earliest  opportunity 
in  the  debate  to  say  that,  having  given  the  sub- 
ject considerable  attention,  and  naving  informed 
himself  as  well  as  he  possibly  could  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  proposal,  ue  could  conscientiously 
vote  for  this  Bill.  The  several  items  in  the 
preamble  had  been  before  him,  and  he  had 
carefully  considered  and  gone  through  all  the 
information  in  the  papers  on  the  table,  and 
had  satisfied  himself  that  they  had  been  con- 

I  sidered  witli  care  and  had  been  scientifically 
worked  out.  As  far  as  all  that  information 
went,  he  thought  he  might  fairly  say  that  this 
Bjill  was  of  such  a  character  that  it  would  be 
a  discredit  to  them  to  refuse  to  pass  it.  The 
sum  asked  for  was  considerable;  but  when  it 
was  considered  that  it  only  included  £49,000  of 
new  money,  the  only  thing  that  astonished  him 
was  that,  with  the  example  of  the  City  of  Dun- 
edin  before  them,  the  Corporation  of  Wellington 
should  be  contented  with  so  small  a  sum.  In 
fact,  he  would  consider  it  wise  if  they  proposed  to 
raise  the  sum  of  £250,000 ;  for  with  that  sum  he 
believed  they  would  be  able  to  undertake  latia* 
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factory  drainage  works,  which  he  did  not  think  the 
sum  aflked  would  be  suiBoient  to  effect.  Honor- 
able members  must  consider  what  the  drainage  of 
this  city  meant.  It  had  nerer  been  drained  in  a 
soientifio  manner,  and  the  newly  reclaimed  land 
would  be  exoeecUnglj  dif&eult  and  expensive  to 
drain  in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  manner.  A 
very  high  pressure  of  water  would  be  required  to 
flush  the  drains ;  and  to  obtain  a  high  pressure 
Tery  considerable  works  must  be  nndertaken — 
works  to  which  a  great  deal  of  scientific  know- 
ledge must  be  applied.  The  plans  now  on  the 
tabb  went  into  the  minutest  details  on  this  point. 
The  question  of  sewerage  and  drainage  had  not 
been  so  expbtined,  and  he  could  readily  conceive 
why.  That  was  a  subject  which  could  not  be 
settled  in  the  off-hand  manner  in  which  they 
settled  the  railways  of  the  colony,  which  he  must 
say  he  considered  to  be  a  discredit  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Zealand.  He  respected  the  pro- 
moters of  this  BiU  for  not  drawing  a  pink  line 
across  the  .streets,  and  telling  them  that  that 
was  to  be  the  drain.  Their  own  common  sense 
must  tell  them  that  that  was  not  the  way 
to  effect  that  project  satisfactorily.  On  the 
question  of  water  supply,  the  Oorporation  bad 
given  every  possible  information,  and  also  with 
regard  to  wharf  extension.  He  believed  they 
could  not  elongate  the  present  wharf,  because 
they  were  prevented  by  the  Public  Works 
Department ;  and  they  had  therefore  adopted  the 
alternative  of  wideniiig  the  T's,  which  he  pre- 
sumed  was  all  they  ooud  do  with  the  permission 
of  the  Q'ovemment  to  give  further  wharf  accom- 
modation. He  believed  it  was  intended  to  make 
the  T's  broader,  so  that  a  great  deal  more  traffic 
could  be  taken  over  them.  He  would  say  nothing 
about  the  necessity  for  drainage,  as  every  honor- 
able gentleman  must  be  convinced  of  that ;  but 
he  wished  to  allude  to  what  the  honorable  gentle- 
man said  with  reference  to  the  Napier  loan.  He 
hoped,  however,  he  would  never  advocate  any 
measure  for  the  benefit  of  a  particular  locality  in 
which  he  had  an  interest  that  did  not  likewise 
benefit  the  whole  colony.  The  Napier  loan,  he 
was  sorry  to  say,  did  not  float  satisfactorily,  as 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  said.  In  fact,  he 
was  assured  that  only  a  very  few  thousand  pounds 
were  applied  for.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  inter- 
vention of  the  bank  who  acted  as  agents,  the  loan 
would  not  have  been  floated  at  all.  He  thought  he 
would  not  be  far  wrong  in  saying  that  a  sum  under 
£1,000  was  all  that  was  applied  for.  Therefore 
he  did  not  think  that  7  per  cent,  was  a  tempta- 
tion in  the  English  market.  He  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn,  but 
by  a  totally  different  course  of  reasoning.  He 
thought  high  interest  meant  bad  security;  and 
when  they  went  upon  the  London  market,  and 
offered  7,  8,  or  10  per  cent.,  they  did  not  in  any 
way  render  it  more  probable  that  their  loan 
would  be  accepted  easily  in  England.  When  he 
was  in  England,  the  Auckland  loan  of  £100,000 
was  floated  at  6  per  cent. ;  and  in  that  case, 
although  the  rate  of  interest  was  only  6  per 
cent.,  a  good  deal  more  than  the  amount  was 
applied  tor,  and  a  pro  rata  allowance  made  to 
applicants.    He  thought  that  the  fact  of  fixing 


6  per  cent,  to  a  loan  to  be  placed  on  the  Lon- 
don market  would  render  it  more  likelj  to  be 
subscril)ed  for  than  if  7  per  oent  were  offend. 
If  the  balance  were  devoted  to  a  sinking  fond,  it 
would  be  more  satislaotoiy.  In  one  dause  in  the 
Bill,  he  thought  the  18th,  there  was  provision  for 
a  special  rate  to  pay  off  the  capital.  The  City  of 
Wellington  should  proceed  on  one  of  two  prin- 
ciples :  either  they  should  make  a  sinking  fand 
for  their  loan,  or  they  should  arrange  to  psj  it 
off,  as  proposed,  by  special  rate.  It  ought  not 
to  be  optional,  and  this  provision  regarding  the 
special  rate,  should,  if  it  was  to  form  a  sink- 
ing fund,  be  made  imperative,  and  the  word 
"  shall "  substituted  for  "  may."  He  had  risen, 
perhaps,  rather  early  in  the  debate;  but  as  he 
liad  on  man^  occasions  lately  found  it  his  dntjto 
oppose  apphcations  to  borrow  money  and  to  take 
from  Uie  national  wealth,  in  the  shape  of  endow- 
ments of  land,  for  reasons  which  were  not  always 
against  the  principle  of  doing  those  things,  bat 
against  the  period  and  against  the  way  in  which 
they  were  brought  up,  he  desired  to  show  that  he 
had  no  wish  to  oppose  a  really  well-considered 
scheme  coming  before  them  as  this  did,  in  a  esse 
where  there  was  reaUy  grestt  urgency  and  neces- 
sity, and  where  honorable  eenUemen,  if  they 
looked  into  the  question,  would  find  that  no  oihse 
course  than  the  one  propoeed  would  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  oase. 

•  The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  thought  the 
mistake  the  Corporation  had  made  was  in  not 
applying  for  a  much  laiger  sum.  It  would  requirs 
nearly  Uie  whole  of  the  amount  they  proposed 
to  borrow  merely  to  initiate  a  proper  system  of 
drainage.  A  gentleman  who  oame  over  £nom  Mel- 
bourne with  lum,  Mr.  Gk>rdon,  a  hydraulic  engi- 
neer of  very  great  eminence,  who  had  been  for  a 
long  tin^e  in  India,  and  also  in  Holland,  told  him 
that  to  introduce  a  proper  system  of  drainsge  in 
Dunedin  would  cost  upwards  of  half  a  million  of 
money ;  and  here  in  Welling^n  it  would  be neoes- 
sary  to  haye  a  barrel  drain  from  the  Sailway 
Station  to  the  other  end  of  Te  Aro  ilat  Othe^ 
wise,  if  the  drains  were  run  out  open  into  high 
water,  the  whole  of  the  gases  would  oe  driven  into 
the  houses  at  high  tide,  and  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington would  be  much  worse  than  it  was  at  pre- 
sent He  thought  it  would  be  a  great  mistske  to 
fix  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  loan  at  7  per  cent 
He  was  sure  it  would  move  off  quieter,  snd 
realize  more,  at  6  per  oent.  than  at  7  per  cent  He, 
too,  was  in  London  when  the  Auckland  loan  was 
raised.  Several  capitalists  there  came  to  hinii 
and  asked  what  the  security  was.  He  told  them 
that  it  wa%  equal  to  a  first  mortgage  upon  pro- 
perty amounting  to  millions;  and  that  was  the 
real  state  of  the  case,  because  the.  security  was 
the  rates  upon  property  worth  millions.  A  loan 
for  £400,000  would  float  in  the  London  market 
as  easily  as  one  for  £200,000,  particularly  if  it 
were  at  6  per  oent.  His  honorable  friend  Mr. 
Pharazyn  said  the  Corporation  were  going  to 
undertake  this  drainage  work  to  protect  t^®^'** 
of  honorable  members ;  but  he  thought  the  Wel- 
lington people  would  like  to  see  his  honorabte 
friend,  and  also  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stokes  and  himself, 
moved  off  altogether,  judging  by  the  accounts  they 
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Baw  in  the  papers.  But  in  the  intereste  of  the 
cbildron  in  Wellington,  and  of  the  delicate  people 
here,  he  was  quite  sure  there  was  not  a  single 
member  of  the  Council  who  would  refuse  to  sanc- 
tion this  loan  to  iosure  drainage. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  thought  there  was 
yerj  little  difference  of  opinion  on  this  subject. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  wharf  required 
to  be  extended.  Ship  captains  all  declared  that 
tlie  aooommodation  was  not  at  all  adequate. 
There  was  one  point  in  connection  with  this  mat- 
ter to  which  attention  required  to  be  directed, 
and  that  was  as  regarded  the  rates  charged  in 
the  port  of  Wellington  on  shipping.  A  colony 
like  New  Zealand,  which  was  likely  to  be- 
come a  great  maritime  country,  with  such  an 
immense  seaboard  and  so  many  ports,  should 
be  allowed  eyery  facility  for  shipping,  and  that 
branch  of  trade  should  be  encouraged,  not 
only  by  making  the  charges  light,  but  by  fixing 
them  so  that  they  would  not  operate  as  a  deter- 
rent. He  had  been  told  that  morning,  by  a  ship- 
ownej  whose  yessels  frequented  this  port,  that  it 
was  the  dearest  port  in  New  Zealand  ;  and  why 
it  should  be  so  he  (Mr.  Holmes)  could  not  nnder^ 
stand,  because  there  was  not  a  port  in  New  Zea- 
land which  could  be  so  easily  made  ayailable  for 
the  accommodation  of  shipping.  For  example, 
the  full  rate  was  charged  when  goods  were  tran- 
shipped. In  eyery  other  port  a  large  allowance 
was  made.  With  regard  to  the  rate  of  interest 
on  the  proposed  loan,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore 
had  quoted  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  iamous 
mying,  that  a  high  rate  of  interest  meant  bad 
security.  That  was  well  exemplified  in  the  case  of 
the  first  Otago  Loan.  After  Otaso  became  a  pro- 
Tinoe  its  Goyemment  thought  they  would  go  in 
for  very  considerable  borrowing,  and  the  amount 
thej  resolyed  to  raise  was  £20,000.  As  there 
was  no  chance  at  that  time  of  getting  so  much 
money  in  the  colony,  thoy  sent  the  loan  to  Lon- 
don ;  and,  looking  at  it  from  their  point  of  view, 
they  thought  nolK>dy  but  a  large  financial  house 
oould  advance  so  much  money,  and  it  was  sub- 
mitted to  Barings,  who  entertained  it.  But  when 
they  heard  that  the  interest  was  10  per  cent, 
they  said,  "  Oh  no.  If  it  had  been  6  per  cent,  we 
would  haye  taken  it  up;  but  as  it  is  10  per 
cent.,  we  will  haye  nothing  to  do  with  it."  That 
"would  show  the  prejudice  there  was  in  the  Lon- 
don market  against  high  rates  of  interest.  Un- 
lese  parties  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
country  and  of  the  security,  they  would  not 
entertain  a  loan  with  a  high  rate  of  interest, 
because  they  naturallyjudged  that,if  the  seourity 
was  good,  there  was  no  necessity  for  giying  much 
aboye  a  certain  rate:  i  or  1  per  cent,  aboye 
the  ordinary  rate  of  first-class  security  should 
float  any  loan  of  this  description.  He  would 
haye  much  pleasure  in  assisting  to  pass  this  BiU. 
It  was  yery  much  required,  and  more  especially 
on  account  of  the  drainage. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  said  the  objects  of 
this  Bill,  as  well  as  the  propriety  of  it  and  its 
ultimate  good  results,  might  be  yery  apparent  to 
some  honorable  gentlemen,  and  much  more  so  to 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  and  other  honorable 
gentlemen  who  had  spoken  in  layour  of  it  than 


they  were  to  him.  The  Bill  appeared  to  him  to 
be  objectionable  on  account  of  the  many  subjects 
with  which  it  dealt.  The  appeal  which  had  been 
made  to  the  Council  respecting  the  necessity  for 
drainage  in  Wellington  was  quite  out  of  place. 
It  was  so  in  this  sense :  Nothing  oould  be  more 
necessary  or  more  urgent,  and  yet  it  appeared  on 
the  face  of  this  Bill  that  in  1873  the  Parliament 
authorised  the  Coiporation  to  raise  £50,000  for 
the  purposes  of  drainage,  and  that  for  three  yeara 
nothing  whatever  had  been  done;  and  now,  after 
such  a  long  time  had  elapsed,  without  any  steps 
haying  been  taken,  in  a  Bill  in  which  drainage 
was  mixed  up  with  a  variety  of  other  subjects,  the 
Council  was  called  upon  to  authorise  a  further 
loan  for  that  purpose,  when  no  cause  had  been 
shown  why  the  Corporation  of  Wellington  had  not 
provided  any  drainage  or  sewerage,  or  promoted 
any  of  the  objects  for  which  the  £50,000  was 
authorized  to  be  raised  in  1873.  That  was  one 
reason  why  he  objected  to  this  Bill ;  and  he  ob* 
jected  to  this  subject  being  mixed  up  with  a 
variety  of  others.  Let  honorable  members  see 
what  had  been  done  with  regard  to  drainage  in 
the  case  of  Christchurch.  If  his  recollection  was 
correct,  last  year  a  sum  of  money  was  authorized 
to  be  raised  by  the  City  of  Christchurch  for 
the  purpose  of  drainage,  and  he  believed  that 
the  drainage  works  were  now  in  operation  there, 
and  had  been  for  some  time  past.  He  would  be 
the  last  person  in  the  world  to  object  to  a  dis- 
tinct and  separate  Bill  being  introduced  on  behalf 
of  Wellington  for  the  purpose  of  draining  the 
city ;  but  ne  thought  the  proposal  had  now  been 
submitted  to  the  Council  m  an  objectionable 
manner.  The  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  might  have 
scientifically  examined  the  question  and  informed 
himself  thoroughly  upon  it,  and  become  the  ex- 
ponent for  others;  but  he  (Colonel  Kenny)  did 
not  see  why  in  a  consolidating  Bill  like  this 
should  have  been  included  the  specific  question 
of  the  drainage  of  Wellington,  for  which  £50,000 
had  previously  been  authorized  to  be  raised.  A 
separate  Bill  ought  to  have  been  brought  in,  and, 
if  necessary,  a  larger  sum  named.  He  would 
absent  himself  from  the  Council  rather  than  vote 
against  tJ^e  Bill,  because  it  involved  so  essential 
a  work  as  the  drainage  of  Wellington,  which  of 
course  was  of  paramount  importance.  He  thought 
it  was  an  objectionable  BiU,  but  he  would  take  no 
part  in  opposing  it,  because  the  drainage  was  very 
necessary* 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  said  he  would  be  able 
to  remoye  the  objection  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  if  he  would  wait  to  hear 
the  explanation,  which  was  to  this  effect:  that 
£200,000  could  be  borrowed  on  the  London 
market,  or  £100,000  out  of  the  £200,000  could 
be  there  borrowed,  when  £50,000  could  not  be 
raised.  An  endeavour  had  been  made  to  float 
the  loan  of  £50,000  which  was  authorized  three 
years  ago  on  the  London  market  without  success, 
on  account  of  the  amount ;  but  the  city,  being 
unable  to  wait  any  longer,  had  borrowed  £40,000 
from  their  bankers  upon  the  security  of  tbe  de- 
bentures authorized  to  be  Lesued  by  that  loax), 
with  which  money  they  had  constructed  the  vrater- 
work«  »t  preeent  in  nee  in  the  oitj.    The  olgeqt 
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of  induding  the  loan  for  waterworks  with  the 
loan  for  the  drainage  was  to  be  able  to  float  the 
loan  in  the  London  marketi  and  to  enable  the 
Bum  to  be  raised  at  the  beet  rate  of  interest. 
The  Corporation  had  acted  wiselj  in  not  setting 
about  the  drainage  of  the  citj  imtil  thej  had  a 
reasonable  eertaiutj  of  being,  able  to  raise  the 
money  thej  wanted  for  it.  fiverj  one  who  un- 
derstood anything  of  the  difficulty  of  drainage 
works  would  be  inclined  to  agree  with  that. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  caid  he  had  intended 
to  say  a  word  or  two  in  support  of  this  Bill,  but 
such  an  entire  change  seemed  to  have  oome  oyer 
the  spirit  of  the  dreams  of  honorable  members  that 
any  remarks  from  him  in  iayour  of  the  measure 
would  be  a  work  of  supererogation.  In  &ct,  he  did 
not  know  that  he  was  sitting  in  the  same  Chamber 
as  yesterday.  Certainly  the  counsels  were  entirely 
different.  Some  honorable  members  seemed  now 
as  anxious  to  encourage  borrowing  as  they  were 
formerly  to  discourage  it.  He  would  therefore 
confine  himself  to  drawing  the  attention  of  the 
honorable  sentleman  in  charse  of  the  Bill  to  one 
or  two  points  upon  which  he  thought  further 
information  should  be  giyen.  What  he  would 
like  to  haye  clearly  understood  was  whether  the 
TBiious  purposes  for  which  the  money  was  bor- 
rowed, and  the  expenditure  on  account  of  them, 
would  be  kept  separate — ^whether  there  would 
be  distinct  and  separate  accounts.  For  instance, 
was  the  money  that  would  be  expended  on  the 
wharf  to  be  kept  separate,  and  was  the  reyenue 
henceforward  to  be  Kept  separate  and  applied  to 
the  improyement  of  the  wharf  P  He  did  not  see 
any  proyision  of  that  sort  in  the  Bill,  and  it  was 
desirable  that  the  Council  should  understand 
what  course  was  proposed  to  be  pursued  in  that 
respect.  Also,  woula  the  honorable  gentleman  ob- 
ject to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  desirable 
in  this  case  to  make  it  obligatory  that  a  moderate 
sinking  fund  should  be  proyided  for  all  these 
loans?  He  obserted  by  the  Bill  that  it  was 
optional  to  create  a  sinking  fund.  But  when 
they  were  borrowing  money  for  works  which  in  a 
great  many  instances  were  of  a  perishable  charac- 
ter, he  thought  it  was  fair  and  reasonable  that 
a  moderate  sinking  fund  should  be  set  apart. 
These  were  points  upon  which  he  did  not  ask  for 
any  immediate  answer,  but  thought  it  as  well  to 
sumst  them  to  the  honorable  member  at  once. 

«^The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKBS  said  it  was  a  pity 
that  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  who 
thought  the  Bill  so  objectionable  riiould  haye 
left  his  seat  before  the  discussion  dosed.  Eyi- 
dently  the  honorable  gentleman  was  under  a 
miBapprehension  on  the  subject.  The  whole 
aifiur  appeared  to  be  yery  simple.  There  were 
two  or  three  debts  actually  existing,  which  had 
been  raised  in  separate  loans ;  and  it  was  found 
that  in  raising  these  loans  separately  a  higher 
interest  had  been  paid  than  if  they  were  consoli- 
dated. They  found  that  for  the  waterworks  the 
Corporation  were  paying  the  bank  at  the  rate  of 
8  per  cent. ;  that  they  had  not  raised  the  loan 
they  were  authorised  to  raise  for  drainage,  be- 
cause they  would  haye  had  to  pay  as  much,  if  not 
more  interest,  and  the  loan  would  oonse^ently 
Siaye  been  diffloolt  to  float    It  was  the  samo  iq 


regard  to  another  loan  which  had  been  raised 
by  them,  and  for  which  they  were  paying  1\  per 
cent.  By  consolidating  aU  these  loans,  snd  hj 
including  a  further  sum  they  required,  Disking  in 
all  £200,000,  there  was  eyery  probabQitj  of  the 
money  being  raised  at  6  per  cent,  much  moie 
easily  than  Uie  preyious  loans  had  been  nused  it 
7i  and  8  per  cent.  His  honorable  friend  Mr. 
HaU  seemed  to  think  that  a  change  had  oome 
o'er  the  spirit  of  the  dream  pervading  the 
Council — in  other  words,  that  th^  were  gobg 
from  one  extreme  to  another.  To  him  (Mr. 
Stokes)  it  appeared  that  there  was  no  ohonge 
whatever.  When  a  Corporation  came  forward, 
showing  that  it  had  more  than  sufficient  mon^ 
in  the  way  of  rates  to  meet  any  paymenfci  it 
might  be  called  upon  to  make  in  the  way  of  in- 
terest, and  had  ample  security  for  works  which 
were  absolutely  neoessary  for  the  health  of  the 
town  and  for  the  commerce  of  the  town,  it  msde 
out  a  sufficient  ease  to  reoeiye  the  assistspoe  of 
the  Council.  But  when  they  had  dosens  of  BiQs 
asking  for  endowments  and  asking  for  Ioadi, 
brought  up  anonymously — that  is  to  say,  limpl/ 
on  the  authority  of  indiyidual  members— when 
the  Government  made  no  sign  on  the  subject, 
and  when  there  was  no  immiediate  necessity  for 
legudation,  honorable  members  thought  thois 
Buls  might  well  reinain  for  a  seBson---that  they 
had  bettor  be  handed  over  to  the  Gkyvemmeot  to 
receive  its  careful  consideration,  and  that,  wha 
the  matter  had  been  fully  considered  b^  ths 
Government)  it  might  make  such  a  seleobon  of 
those  works  that  were  absolutely  required  si  io 
ito  opinion  would  meet  with  the  favourable  oon* 
sideration  of  the  Legislature.  Where  no  seai^ 
anoe  was  required,  the  harbours  would  remsia 
as  they  are.  No  harm  would  be  done,  and  the 
credit  of  the  colony,  by  being  carefully  proteetod 
in  this  way,  would  be  more  avulable  for  the  pe^ 
ibanent  works  which  the  colony  had  undertsken } 
and  wheneyer  a  Bill  of  this  kind  came  ferwsid, 
there  would  be  a  better  opportunity  for  the  sppli- 
cants  to  avail  themselves  of  the  credit  of  the 
colony  than  would  be  the  case  if  indiscriminste 
borrowingwere  sanctioned  by  the  LegisistDro. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BON  AS  said  it  was  shnort 
unnecessary  to  say  a  single  word  on  this  questioD, 
and  he  only  rose  to  support  tlie  suggestion  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  who  he  hoped  would  take  Bome 
stops  to  give  effect  to  his  recommendations,  so  thst 
the  Council  might  at  all  events  see  that  the  whsrf 
was  kept  in  a  proper  stata  of  repair,  and  its  reve* 
aue  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  wu  in- 
tended. It  was  a  matter  of  regret  with  him  thst 
the  Council  did  not  adopt  the  proposition  to  ood- 
stitute  a  Harbour  Boaxd,  and  place  the  hsrboor 
under  its  control ;  and  since  that  had  not  been 
done,  he  thought  the  Council  ought  to  see  thst  a 
proper  expenditure  of  the  large  moneys  received 
from  the  wharf  should  take  place.  He  lymps* 
thized  very  much  indeed  with  the  remarks  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  as  to  the  diarges  levied  on  the 
Wellington  wharf.  They  were  very  eioessiT«> 
Wellington  being  a  centrsl  distributing  port,  lonw 
speoial  arrangement  should  be  made,  and  the 
wharfage  for  goods  that  irere  simply  pMsiog  ts 
iraiuUH  to  other  pboss  siboold  bs  coiisidsiab|r 
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laea  than  was  charged  at  pnaenl.  It  would  be  in 
the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wellington 
themselTes  that  this  shotdd  be  done,  and  more 
equitable  to  those  oharffed.  He  observed  bj  the 
24th  clause  that  the  Bifi  prorided,  with  reference 
to  the  additional  £19,000  to  be  borrowed,  that  it 
should  be  expended  either  under  the  Drainage 
and  Sewage  Act  or  upon  the  wharf.  VThen  that 
clause  came  under  consideration,  he  would  pro- 
pose  to  limit  that  expenditure  to  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  expended  in  connection  with  the 
wharree.  He  thought,  seeing  that  the  Corpora- 
tion had  a  sum  of  i^,000  unused  at  the  present 
time  for  sewerage,  the  Council  might  verj  well 
see  that  the  £19,000,  which  was  not  a  Tery  large 
sum,  was  expended  in  connection  with  the  whan. 
Speaking  generally  on  this  matter,  it  seemed  to 
bim  that  the  Bill  was  a  very  good  one.  It  was  a 
wise  thing  to  get  these  small  loans  brought  into 
one  compass,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
Corporation  would  be  very  much  better  able  to 
get  the  money  they  required,  and  on  better  terms, 
than  by  raising  small  loans.  The  amount  they 
were  asking  for  oyer  and  above  that  already 
authorised  was  not  an  excessiTc  amount,  and  he 
thought  they  had  shown  good  cause  why  this 
money  should  be  borrowed.  He  might  express, 
howcTcr,  the  gratification  he  felt  that  the  Corpo- 
ration had  not  asked  for  £400,000,  but  had  simply 
come  down  to  the  Council  for  the  actual  amount 
they  thought  they  would  require.  He  would 
topport  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN,  in  reply,  said  he 
would  first  refer  to  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore's 
objection  to  the  Corporation  borrowing  so  small  a 
sum.  All  he  could  say  was  that  the  Corporation 
was  willinff  to  increase  the  amount  to  £260,000  if 
the  Councu  was  so  inclined.  With  respect  to  the 
drainage,  this  question  had  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  Corporation  for  the  last  three  years.  They 
had  had  plans  propared,  but  had  been  unable  to 
arrire  at  anything  definite.  The  subject  was 
always  brought  forward  in  warm  weather,  owing 
to  the  preyslence  of  feyer  and  disastrous  sickness 
in  ianmies ;  but  although  it  had  been  continually 
discussed  at  the  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  no 
leralt  had  been  anived  .at.  The  Corporation 
wero  now  taking  the  levels,  and  wero  prepared 
with  plans.  He  belieyed  it  was  their  intention 
not  to  go  on  with  any  work  without  first  obtain- 
ing the  sanction  of  the  consulting  engineer.  It 
was  y«ry  dear  that  £50,000  was  not  sufficient  to 
carry  out  a  proper  system  of  drainage.  During 
the  last  conyersation  he  had  with  the  Mayor  on 
the  subject,  that  gentleman  talked  of  taking  the 
drainage  aWay  by  means  of  a  tunnel  into  Lyell's 
Bay.  That  was  a  work  which  could  not  be  car- 
ried out  for  less  than  a  few  hundred  thousand 
pounds.  Some  persons  proposed  that  the  plan 
used  in  Melbourne,  of  flushing  the  drains  and 
gutters  with  a  plentiful  flow  of  water,  should  be 
adopted.  It  was  necessary  that  they  should  haye 
a  yery  lane  supply  of  water  to  do  that.  No 
money  woiud  be  spent  for  this  purpose  without 
its  reoeiying  the  grayest  consideration.  He  be- 
lieyed the  whole  expenditure  for  plans,  Ac.,  would 
comprise  the  sum  of  £600,  wnich  would  be 
flumey  well  spent,    fie  quite  agned  with  tb# 


Hon.  Mr.  Hall  with  regard  to  haying  separate 
accounts;  and,  if  necessary,  another  schedule 
could  be  added  to  the  Bill  providing  that  the 
amounts  raised  should  not  be  employed  for  any 
other  purpose  than  that  specified  in  the  Act.  He 
belieyed  the  difficulty  about  the  wharf  was  this : 
The  wharf  at  present  was  the  property  of  the 
Corporation— whether  justly  or  uijjastly  he  did 
not  Know ;  and  they  said  the  reoeipts  nom  tJ^ie 
wharf  wero  their  property,  and  they  wero  not  to 
be  deprived  of  them.  But  the  G-ovemment  would 
yery  soon  haye  it  in  their  power  to  make  terms 
with  the  Corporation.  The  reclaimed  ground 
was  to  be  handed  over  to  a  Harbour  Bmrd  or 
the  Corporation  on  certain  terms,  and  that  would 
be  the  time  for  the  Gk>yeminent  of  the  day  to 
say,  If  you  make  oyer  this  wharf,  as  originally  in- 
tended, for  harbour  purposes,  or  a  portion  of  it, 
the  land  will  be  handed  oyer  to  you.  He  be* 
lieved  that  thero  would  be  no  necessity  whatever 
for  a  Harbour  Board  if  the  Te  Aro  foreshoro 
were  handed  over  to  the  Corporation  on  condition 
that  the  latter  undertook  to  carry  out  the  neoes* 
sary  harbour  works,  and  to  keep  separate  accounts. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  with  regard  to  the  sinking  fund,  and 
if  possible  a  cUiuse  to  effect  that  object  might  be 
inserted  in  Committee.  It  was  a  wise  provision, 
and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  put  into  all  bor« 
rowing  BiUs. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CASTLEPOIKT  HABBOUB  BOABD  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  moyed.  That  the 
Bill  be  recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
a  proviso  in  clause  12  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATBBHOUSE  moyed,  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  that  day  six  months. 
He  thought  this  was  a  joke  carried  too  far.  Thero 
was  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced to  meet  no  proyed  want  of  the  district,  but 
simply  with  the  yiew  of  casting  ridicule  upon  a 
large  number  of  Harbour  Board  Bills  which  had 
been  introduced.  He  had  some  knowledge  of 
this  district.  Until  a  few  months  past,  property 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  befongea  to  him. 
Now  he  had  no  interest  in  it  whateyer.  He  might 
remark  that,  if  thero  wero  a  need  for  a  Harbour 
Board  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Castlepoint,  the 
Board  constituted  should  not  be  a  Boad  Board. 
The  Boad  Board  district  was  an  extensiye  one^ 
He  believed  he  was  right  In  saying  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Boad  Board  resided  within  flfteen 
miles  of  Castlepoint.  The  sittings  of  the  Boad 
Board  wero  held  fifteen  milee  away  from  Castle- 
point, so  that  thero  could  practically  be  no  super- 
yision  whatever.  But  moro  than  that,  under  the 
Counties  Bill  thero  was  a  county  to  be  created 
which  would  take  the  place  of  the  Boad  Boaid. 
The  country  running  along  the  east  of  the  Wai- 
rarapa  was  entiroly  composed  of  pastoral  land. 
Thero  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  one  of  the  first 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  Coun^  Council 
would  be  to  do  away  vrith  the  Boad  Boards,  so 
the  probability  was  that,  three  months  after  they 
bad  passed  this  Bill,  tha  Boad  Board  which  was 
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to  tako  charge  of  the  harbour  would  be  done  away 
with.  In  all  those  little  harbours  there  was  a 
neoessitj  for  some  superrision,  but  In  the  Coun- 
ties Act  they  had  made  special  proTision  in  clause 
92  to  execute  any  pubho  works  that  might  be 
desirable  in  such  harbours.  Therefore  they  had 
made  all  the  pronsion  necessary  in  connection 
with  little  harbours  of  this  kind,  and  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  Oounty  Council  would  be  &r 
better  able  to  attend  to  these  matters  than  the 
Board. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  was  not  aware  that  in 
the  Counties  Bill  there  was  any  power  whaterer 
to  do  away  with  Boad  Boards.  He  thought  there 
oould  be  nothing  more  natural  and  simple  than 
the  proTision  nuule  in  this  Bill,  and  he  wished 
that  it  might  be  made  an  example  of,  as  showing 
what  might  be  done  in  this  way — ^namely,  giyiog 
an  existing  Boad  Board  a  new  function,  and  pro- 
Tiding  for  a  want  which  existed  in  this  district. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  along  the  line  of  coast 
Castlepoint  was  the  only  port  of  refuge  for  vessels 
in  a  certain  state  of  the  weather.  Somebody 
must  be  stationed  there  to  direct  those  in  com- 
mand of  Tcsseb  as  to  how  long  they  oould  take 
refuge  there.  For  that  purpose  there  should  be 
some  person  or  body  qualified  to  turn  to  account 
the  small  resenre  aealt  with  by  this  Bill.  He 
thought  the  proposal  in  this  Bill  was  the  most 
economical  mode  of  dealing  with  a  necessity  which 
existed  that  he  had  yet  seen  in  their  iMpslation. 
It  created  no  new  body  or  new  expense,  but  gave 
a  Boad  Board  a  corporate  capacity  for  this  pur- 
pose, in  the  simplest  possible  form,  to  deal  with 
this  necessity,  and  have  Tested  in  it  the  land 
which  might  perhaps  be  taken  up  for  another 
purpose. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATBBHOUSE  did  not- 
know  whether  the  honorable  member  was  aware 
that  this  reserve  was  a  rotfk,  accessible  only  at 
low  water.  There  wna  not  a  drop  of  fresh  water 
obtainable  on  the  rook. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  said  that  at  any  rato 
there  would  be  no  harm  done  by  setting  aside  the 
land.  It  was  said  that  the  Bill  was  a  satire  on 
other  measures.  Well,  let  it  pass  as  a  satire; 
bat  he  belieyed  it  was  introduced  to  meet  a 
serious  necessity.  Otherwise,  he  did  not  know, 
and  perhaps  tlie  Colonial  Secretary  could  inform 
them,  whether  there  was  anT  provision  made  for 
maintaining  a  service  of  the  kind  he  spoke  of.  It 
was  most  essential  on  this  coast,  which  was  one 
of  the  worst  on  that  side  of  the  island. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  did  not 
intend  to  press  his  motion  for  adding  a  proviso  to 
one  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  as  he  found  that 
it  was  irrelevant.  The  Hon.*  Mr.  Waterhouse 
said  that  this  Bill  was  a  joke,  and  an  attempt  to 
throw  ridicule  on  other  Bills.  He  oould  assure 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  the  honorable  mem- 
Jber  who  introduced  the  Bill  in  the  other  House 
was  interested  in  the  district,  and  was  most 
sincere  in  wishing  to  pass  the  Bill,  for  which 
object  he  had  gone  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
He  could  have  secured  the  land  at  a  nominal 
price,  but  he  thought  it  sros  highly  desirable  that 
it  should  be  public  property.  An  honorable  mem- 
ber of  that  Council  had  also  taken  a  great  interest 


in  the  Bill.  It  appeared  to  him  highly  deiinble 
that  there  should  be  some  body  to  look  after  the 
liarbour  at  Castlepoint.  It  was  the  only  pUce  on 
the  coast  between  Napier  and  Wellington  where 
vessels  oould  take  shelter,  and  he  thought  it  was 
verr  desirable  that  there  should  be  some  ground 
tackle  or  other  appliances  in  order  to  secaie 
Tcssels  seeking  shelter  there.  Besides,  then 
should  be  some  person  living  there  who  could  be 
able  to  signal  to  vessels  when  they  should  remain 
and  when  they  should  stand  out  to  sea.  He 
thought,  therefore,  seeing  that  the  Bill  could  do 
no  harm  and  might  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  that 
it  should  be  read  a  third  time. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that  the  Eon. 
Mr.  Hart  asked  whether  any  provision  was  pro* 
posed  to  be  made  for  an  establishment  at  this 
harbour.  His  answer  was,  that  no  provision  bad 
been  made,  nor  was  he  aware  that  any  such  pro* 
vision  was  ever  thought  necessary. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON  said  that, 
when  the  captain  of  a  ship  made  Castlepoint  foK 
refuge,  he  required  no  communication  with  the 
shore.  He  would  take  refuge  from  a  stroog 
south-east  wind,  and  the  moment  he  taw  the 
approach  of  a  wind  from  the  north-west  he  would 
leave  Castlepoint. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  said  that,  if  this  Bill 
was  a  joke,  it  certainly  did  not  appear  to  be  one 
when  it  was  before  the  Waste  Lands  Committse, 
which  made  a  great  deal  of  inquiry  on  the  mb- 
ject.  It  certainly  was  ascertained  that,  although 
it  was  not  a  work  of  great  urgency  or  one  rsquiiine 
a  large  expenditure,  yet  vessels  occasionally  called 
there,  and  were  a  veiy  great  convenience  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district.  It  also  came  to  their 
knowledge  that  the  expense  in  connection  with 
this  shipping  was  very  considerable.  He  belieyed 
that  the  cost  on  goods,  independently  of  landing 
them,  which  was  done  by  boats,  was  ISs.  per  ton; 
and  possibly  the  inhabitants  there  thougot  some 
cheaper  mode  might  be  adopted.  The  introducer 
of  this  BUI  in  the  other  House  denied  that  there 
was  any  jocular  intention  in  introducing  thii 
Bill.  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB  protceUsd 
against  Bills  being  introduced  by  way  of  a  joke. 
Ho  thought  the  members  of  the  Waste  Unoi 
Committee  would  bear  him  out  in  saying  that  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  was  taken  with  this  Bif  1| 
was  thought  that  a  time  might  come— if  it  aid 
not  already  arrived — when  it  would  be  oecesiaff 
to  place  the  boat  service  under  some  soH  » 
regulations;  and  that  some  body  should  bare 
the  power  of  fixing  rates,  and  regubting  the  land- 
ing of  goods  from  the  vessels.  He  did  not  attaj 
much  importance  to  storm  signals,  as  be  tboaght 
captains  of  vessels  would  depend  upon  their  own 
experience;  but  he  did  attach  a  great  ^euo^ 
importance  to  this  landing.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  said  that  the  Boad  Board  was  a^7 
unsuitable  body,  because  the  members  ^^^* 
long  way  ofi*;  and  the  Boad  Board  would  m 
disholved  by  the  County  CouncU.  But  adminis- 
trations never  died ;  and  if  the  Boad  B**'^]']? 
done  away  with,  some  other  bodv  would  suooeett 
to  its  functions  and  revennes.  ^Ten  if  the  m^* 
bers  of  the  Booxd  did  Uto  a  long  wsy  off,  m 
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could  autborise  Bomebody  on  the  spot  to  look 
after  the  harbour  in  their  name.  Me  thought 
this  proposal  with  regard  to  the  Boad  Board  was 
remarkably  Bendble,  and  likely  to  be  economical. 
At  first,  he  thought  it  &r  too  small  a  matter  to 
trouble  the  Legislature  with,  but,  haying  gone  so 
&r,  he  thought  they  should  pass  ^e  BilL  When 
the  Bill  was  before  the  Committee,  none  of  the 
persons  examined  objected  on  any  of  the  grounds 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  referred  to ;  so  he 
was  bound  to  assume  that  the  inhabitants  and  the 
people  interested  in  the  place  had  no  strong  ob- 
jection at  all  erents  to  it,  and  that  some  of  wem 
had  a  feeling  in  its  favour. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  that  any 
one  who  knew  Oastlepoint  must  hare  felt  that 
this  thing  was  a  humbug.  He  regarded  it  with 
such  thorough  contempt  that  he  had  taken  no 
interest  whatcTcr  in  the  matter.  Ho  was  gene- 
rally considered  rather  obstructiTe,  but  in  this 
instance  he  took  no  interest  in  the  matter.  He 
intended  to  Tote  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse, 
because  he  thought  the  proposal  was  thoroughly 
contemptible  and  ridiculous. 

Question  put,  *'That  the  word  'now'  stand 
part  of  the  question ;"  upon  whidi  a  dirision  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         IB 

Noes         9 


Minority  for 


6 


Atks. 


Mr.  Bonar, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 


Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Peter, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Major  Bichmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  BobinsoD, 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Mr.  Bussell, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Waterhouse. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  negatiTed, 
and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time. 


BTYEBTON  HABBOUB  BOABD  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  moTcd,  That 
the  Chairman  report  progress. 

Question  put,  "That  the  motion  be  agreed  to;" 
upon  which  a  diTision  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result , — 

Ayes         12 

Noes         6 


Majority  for 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Eraser, 


6 

Atbs. 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bobinson, 
Mr.  Bussell^ 


Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Lieut-Colonel  Eienny, 
Mr.  Paterson, 


Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Waterhouse, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Dr.  Pollen. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  carried,  and 
progress  reported. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  29rd  October,  1876. 


First 


SSaland  Timei:  PnTilege— Intestate  NatiTes  Suoces- 
Bion  Bill— Finanoial  AmngemenU  Bill— Gold  Fields 
Act  Bepeal  Bill— AnoUand  Beaoh  Boad  Graata  Bill— 
Douglas  Grant  Bill— Otaco  and  Wellington  ToUs  Bill 
— Diaqoalifloation  Bill— PabUo  Works  Bill— Kew  Zea- 
hmd  Loan  BilL 


Mr.  Spbakis  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pratbbs. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
The  Botanic  Ghirden  Leasing  BilL 

SECOND  BBADINa. 
The  Gold  Fields  Bill. 

THIBD  BEADINGS. 
The  Gold  Fields  Bill,  the  Land  Transfer  Bill, 
the  Auckland  Public  Buildings  Bill. 

SAN  FBANCISCO  MAIL  SEBYICB. 
Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  that,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  he  would  read  two  telegrams 
which  he  had  received  from  New  South  Wales 
with  reference  to  tbe  San  Francisco  Mail  Serrice. 
Honorable  members  would  recollect  thff  position 
in  which  the  question  was  left  on  the  CTcning 
when  it  was  last  referred  to.  That  was  on  Friday 
eyening.  He  then  read  to  the  House  a  telegram 
which  the  Choyemmont  had  just  receired  from 
the  Ne,w  South  Wales  Goyemment.  On  Saturday 
a  communication  was  received,  asking  that  the 
New  South  Wales  Goyemment  might  receiye  an 
answer  before  the  "  Australia  "  left  New  Zealand. 
This  answer  was  sent,  to  which  a  reply  was  ex- 
pected ;  but  on  Sunday  eyening  the  Goyemment 
received  the  following  telegram  from  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  telegraph  station 
at  Botany,  New  South  Wales: — "Hate  asked 
Sydney  repeatedly  about  reply,  but  cannot  find 
any  of  the  Ministers.  Hopeless  to  get  anything 
to-day."  A  few  minutes  before  the  House  met 
this  erening,  the  Goyemment  received  the  fol- 
lowing telegram : — "  We  cannot  consent  to  sub- 
stitute Auckland  for  Bay  Islands. —^  Colonial 
Sbobstast,  Sydney."  As  the  "Australia"  had 
now  left  Auckland^  there  was   no    immediate 
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bony  I  but  io-morvow  or  next  day  be  wonld  in- 
form the  HouM  what  tbe  OoYenuneot  propoeed 
to  do  in  r^gvd  to  the  matter. 

SUPPLY. 

Mr.  SHARP,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Seymour, 
asked  tbe  Premier,  If  be  will  take  steps  during 
the  recess  to  obtain  a  return  showing, — (1.)  AU 
reductions  made  in  Ck>mmittee  of  Supply  on  esti- 
mates submitted  during  tbe  last  ten  years ;  (2.) 
All  additions  made  to  the  estimates,  in  compliance 
with  the  lesolutioDs  of  tbe  Hooee,  during  the  past 
ten  years ;  (3.)  Such  return  to  show  the  amounts 
respectiTely  in  a  tabular  form. 

Major  ATEIKSON  said  he  would  take  steps 
to  have  the  return  asked  for  presented  to  the 
House. 

NATIVE  FUEL. 

Mr.  WASON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  tbe  Goyerament  are  prepared  to  carry 
out  the  recommendations  oontainea  in  tbe  report 
of  the  Native  Fuel  Committee  ?  He  thought  itright 
to  say  that)  in  his  opinion,  the  information  asked 
should  baye  been  giyen  before.  He  would  remind 
tbe  Minister  for  Public  Works  that  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  largest  coal  mines  in  Oanterbury  bad 
stated  that  he  was  prepared  to  give  sufficient  coal 
to  the  department  for  a  month,  in  order  that  a 
£ur  trial  of  it  should  be  made. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON,  with  reference  to  the 
portion  of  tbe  question  relating  to  tbe  use  of 
native  coal,  might  state  that  already  a  large 
quantity  of  it  was  being  used  on  tbe  Auckland 
and  Meroer  Railway,  and  instructions  would  be 

S'yen  to  have  it  tried  on  the  Oanterbury  and 
tago  railways  also.  With  regard  to  tbe  report 
of  the  Native  Fuel  Committee,  he  would  say  that 
tbe  Government  bad  thought  the  matter  over, 
and  were  not  inclined  to  carry  out  tbe  recommen- 
dations contained  tbereui,  by  offering  a  bonus  for 
manufacture  of  patent  fuel. 

WHANGABEI  COUNTY. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  asked  tbe  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  tbe  Government  are  willing  to 
advance  the  sum  of  £5,000  to  the  County  of 
Whang^ei,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  tram- 
wajr  to  facilitate  the  shipment  of  coal  from  the 
various  mines  in  tbe  distiict ;  such  sum  to  be  a 
charge  against  land  revenue  raised  in  the  provin- 
cial district?  A  resolution  of  the  Provincial 
Council  bad  been  passed  calling  on  tbe  Superin- 
tendent to  make  provision  to  earry  out  this  tram- 
way, and  he  did  not  see  why  the  Government 
should  not  allow  this  course  to  be  followed,  and 
tbe  cost  charged  against  the  land  revenue  of  the 
Province  of  Auckland. 

Mr.  BICHABUSON  said  the  Government  had 
no  funds  at  their  disposal  to  make  such  an  ad- 
vance. The  Govermnent  would,  however,  look 
into  the  matter,  with  tbe  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  tbcy  could  give  any  assistance  in  regard 
to  the  matter. 

AUCKLAND  BATHS. 
Mr.  SWANSON  asked  the  Premier,  If  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  give  effect  to 
tbe  report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on 


the  petition  of  the  Mayor  of  Auckland  with  r- 
ferenoe  to  tbe  reserve  for  hatha  and  wasb-houaes? 
He  said  that  his  question  had  relation  to  a  small 
piece  of  land  whion  was  originally  set  qiart  sis 
reserve  for  public  baths  in  Auddand.  It  had 
been  taken  out  of  the  handa  of  the  CorponytioD, 
and  they  wished  to  have  it  restored  to  them.  Tlie 
Public  Petitions  Committee  had  rsoommended 
that  the  land  should  be  returned  to  than. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  this  land  had  origmally 
been  part  of  the  Auckland  Domain,  from  whtok 
it  had  been  taken  away  as  a  site  for  baths  sod 
wash-houses.  In  I860,  however,  it  was  restored, 
and,  the  water  having  been  diverted,  to  his  mind 
the  land  would  no  longer  be  of  any  use  for  iti 
original  purpose,  and  should  not  be  takea  from 
the  domain. 

CONTINGENCIES. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  asked  tbe  Colonial  Tressurer, 
If  he  will  lay  before  this  HonBe,  early  next  bm- 
sion,  a  return  showing  the  expenditure  under  the 
various  votes  for  contingencies  ? 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the  return  wai 
already  on  the  table.  It  was  laid  thers  ersry 
year  as  part  of  the  public  acooonts. 

NEW  ZEALAND  TIMES:  PBIVHEGE. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Before  tbe  House  goes  to 
the  Orders  of  the  day,  I  should  like  to  bnog 
before  the  House  a  matter  of  privilege  affecting 
myself.  I  will  state  the  facts  as  sbortiy  ss  I  cao. 
There  is  in  the  New  Zealand  Times  this  momiiig 
a  sub*leader  having  reference  to  a  discussion  that 
took  place  upon  a  despatch  from  His  Ezcellencj 
the  GfoTcmor  covering  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dsiga* 
TiUe.  Of  that  paper  I  have,  for  greater  accuracj, 
obtained  a  copy,  and,  to  mi^Le  my  remarka  dear, 
I  will  first  quote  the  remarks  of  which  I  com- 
plain.   The  article  says, — 

"  Sir  Gborge  Ghrey  and  the  members  of  his  partj 
are  marvels  of  honor;  and  there  continaalljr 
arises  from  them  a  thanksgiving  that  they  are 
not  as  other  men.  High  rank  in  the  party  is  a 
guarantee  of  tbe  occupants'  excellence  in  these 
qualities ;  hence  Mr.  Sheehan  is  either  first  or 
second  lieutenant,  and  his  purity  and  truth  are 
as  conspicuous  as  are  those  of  the  Grand  laoia, 
who  can  do  no  wrong.  There  has  been  somo 
controversy  as  to  whether  Bfr.  Sbeehan'a  sction 
in  reference  to  the  rescinding  of  the  Abolition 
resolution  passed  by  tbe  Auckland  ProTincial 
Council  was  not  directly  due  to  the  instructions, 
at  any  rate  influence,  of  Sir  G^rge  Grey.  Hr. 
Sheehan  has  denied  it  very  emphatically ;  but  to 
let  the  public  judge  for  themselves,  we  print 
what  Mr.  Sheehan  said  in  moving  tbe  resolution 
in  1875,  and  what  be  said  in  deni^  in  1876." 

And  the  paper  goes  on  to  quote  as  follows  from 
my  speech  in  this  House  during  the  disoossios 
on  His  Excellency's  despatch : — 

"  Another  statement  made  in  this  despatch,  m 
the  refutation  of  which  I  appeal  to  all  toemben 
of  the  Provincial  Council  now  present  to  support 
nie,  is  that  the  repeal  of  tbe  resolutions  earned 
by  the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland  in  ^y<^^ 
of  abolition  was  brought  about  by  the  direct  m* 
Btigation  of  3ir  George  Gx^.    There  is  no  tratb 
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whaUTer  in  that  sUtement.  Those  reiolationa 
were  moYed  by  me.  I  came  on  that  very  day 
from  Kapier,  and  had  no  opportunity  whateTer 
of  coniuUing  with  Sir  Qeorge  Grey  on  the  qnee- 
tion.  The  queetion  in  &your  of  abolition  waa 
put  to  the  Council,  and  by  one  of  those  blunders 
which  ooonr  in  all  representatiye  bodies,  it  was 
carried  without  discussion.  I  was  in  the  library 
at  the  time  it  was  oanied,  drawing  up  an  amend- 
ment which  I  intended  to  more.  Iretamed  to 
the  House,  and,  without  any  consultation  with 
Sir  George  Gm,  gare  notice  of  the  rescinding 
resolutions  which  were  afterwards  carried.  That 
Sir  George  Grey  instigated  that,  or  desired  it,  or 
brouffht  it  about,  is  utterly  untrue." 

What  I  am  reported  to  hare  said  in  moTing 
the  rescinding  resolution  in  the  Auckland  Fro- 
Tinoial  Oouncil  is  also  given  in  this  paper.  The 
reports  of  the  Auckland  papers  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  FroTinoial  Council  are  not  so  full  as 
the  Hamard  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
House ;  but  still  the  account  giTen  of  what  I  said 
on  the  occasion  does  fairly  represent  what  I  said. 
These  are  some  of  the  statements  I  made  in 
moving  the  resolution : — 

"  He  had  the  authority  of  Sir  George  Grey  for 
saying  that  he  regarded  the  action  taken  on  the 
previous  day  as  most  disastrous,  and  fettered 
nim  to  such  a  degree  that  it  beoikme  a  question 
whether  it  was  worth  while  carrying  on  any  fur- 
ther. Sir  George  Grey  said  he  had  left  his  re- 
tirement for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  this  ques- 
tion. The  people  heard  him.  He  proclaimed 
openly  what  views  he  held.  Resolutions  of  con- 
fidence were  passed  in  him.  The  provincial  Press 
teemed  with  articles  of  approval ;  and  yet  the 
Council,  which  he  expected  to  assist  and  aid  him 
in  this  matter,  appeared  determined  to  convert 
him  into  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  mouthpiece. 
He  appealed  to  honorable  members  not  to  spoil 
the  chance  the  province  had  of  getting  a  fair 
consideration  of  its  claims  in  the  General  As- 
■emblir." 

And  then  the  article  ooncludes  with  what,  I 
suppose,  is  the  moral  of  the  article^*'  And  Mr. 
Sheehan  '  is  an  honorable  man ! '  "  Kow,  the 
conclusion  which  the  editor  of  the  paper  wishes 
the  public  to  draw  from  this  is  utterly  opposed 
-to  the  actual  fiusts.  He  has  overlooked  a  most 
material  fact  in  connection  with  the  matter.  The 
point  of  the  article  was  that  the  rescinding  reso- 
lution was  moved  at  the  instigation  of  Sir  George 
Grey.  Now,  Sir,  I  repeat  t^t  Sir  G^rge  Grey 
oould  have  had  no  idea  of  iirhat  was  going  on. 
When  the  main  question  was  put,  I  was  called 
on  to  draw  up  an  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
and  retired  to  the  library  to  do  so.  During  my  ab- 
sence, the  resolution  was  put  and  carried.  Every 
member  of  the  Provincial  Council  who  is  present 
here  knows  that  to  be  a  fact.  This  artide,  how- 
ever, would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the  giving 
notice  of  these  resolutions  and  moving  them  were 
identical,  whereas  the  resolutions  were  not  moved 
till  the  following  day.  In  the  meantime,  as 
a  matter  of  oiEcial  duty,  I  had  to  meet  Sir 
George  Grey,  and  I  may  tell  the  House  that 
the  resolutions  which  I  had  moved  to  rescind 
did  not  meet  with  hie  approval,  beoauie  they 
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were  opposed  to  the  objects  which  induced  him 
to  come  out  from  private  life  to  take  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Province  of  Auckland.  I  should 
not  have  mentioned  the  matter  at  all;  but  I 
am  not  content  that  my  character  should  be 
judged  in  a  House  containing  so  many  new  mem- 
bers by  articles  such  as  these.  I  did  not  see  my 
way  to  making  my  explanation  in  any  other  form, 
or  I  should  have  done  so.  I  might  have  written 
to  the  editor  of  the  paper ;  but  he  probably  would 
have  appended  to  my  letter  a  footnote  similar  in 
character  to  this  article.  I  can  only  repeat  that 
at  the  time  I  had  no  consultation  with  Sir  George 
Gk'ey,  and  he  did  not  know  that  I  was  going  to 
move  the  resolutions.  I  moved  them  on  my  own 
responsibilitv,  as  members  of  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil very  weU  know ;  and  I  would  have  moved 
them  even  if  Sir  Ghorge  Ghney  had  disapproved  of 
them.  If  I  thought  tliat  other  honorable  mem- 
bers desired  to  express  themselves  upon  the  mat- 
ter, I  would  move,  That  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  O'BOBEE.— I  rise  to  corroborate  what 
has  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for  Rod- 
ney, and  to  state  that,  if  any  one  is  to  blame  fcv 
the  resolution  in  fitvour  of  abolition  being  carried 
in  the  Province  of  Auckland,  I  am  that  person. 
It  is  to  me  a  matter  of  the  utmost  amusement 
that  so  much  stress  should  from  time  to  time  be 
laid  upon  that  resolution  by  His  Exoellenoj  the 
Governor — a  resolution  which  was  carried  by  the 
merest  snatch  vote.  Why,  Sir,  the  motion  with 
regard  to  the  Piako  Swamp,  which  was  carried 
early  in  the  session  by  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  the  Thamee,  was  a  princely  vote  com- 
parsd  to  it.  Sir,  the  fact  is,  that  in  every  legis- 
lative body  there  is  sure  to  be  some  mischief- 
maker.  It  was  well  known  that  a  resolution  con- 
firmatory of  the  three  iniquitoue  resolutions  for 
the  abolition  of  the  provinces  in  the  North  Island 
was  being  hawked  about,  and  it  was  slso  well 
known  ttukt  if  the  author  of  this  resolution  were 
put  forward  to  more  it  he  would  receive  no  sup- 
port. However,  it  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
new  member,  a  "  green  "  member,  I  may  say ;  and 
when  the  resolution  was  giyen  notice  of,  it  was 
looked  upon  with  perfect  contempt.  The  member 
who  proposed  it  had  no  standing  in  the  Council 
beyond  that  of  other  members  who  had  taken 
no  prominent  part  in  its  proceedings.  On  the 
day  upon  which  the  first  resolution  was  passed, 
the  Council  met  as  usual  at  three  o'clock.  Mem- 
bers came  into  the  Council  Chamber  slowly,  and 
in  a  very  sudden  manner  this  resolution  was 
brought  to  a  division.  The  speech  of  the  mover 
might  have  occupied  three  minutes,  that  of  the 
seconder  three  seconds.    When  the  queetion  was 

Eut  to  the  vote,  the  other  members  were  in  the 
brarr  discussing  whether  the  resolution  should 
be  tscen  notice  of  or  allowed  to  pass  with 
derision.  The  voices  were  taken,  and  I  decided 
that  the  <*  Noes"  had  it  A  division  was  called 
for,  and,  after  the  voices  had  been  taken,  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton  rushed  in  and 
said,  "I  want  to  speak  upon  the  resolution;" 
but  as  the  "Noes"  had  given  their  voices,  I 
ruled  that  he  could  not  do  so.  He  seemed  very 
much  annoyed  at  not  being  allowed  to  speak ;  bnt, 
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in  acoordanoe  with  mj  uiwal  practice,  I  decided 
that  the  debate  could  not  be  opened.  I  hare 
no  doabt  that  had  I  relaxed  my  ruling,  the  deci- 
sion would  hare  been  yeir  different.  But  the 
whole  thing  wai  diBpoted  of  in  five  minutes. 
Members  came  in  and  voted  hardl j  knowing  wbst 
the  question  was.  Immediatelj  after  the  reeult 
was  made  known,  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton  and  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney 
asked  whether  some  means  could  not  be  taken  to 
reverse  the  rote.  I  told  them  the  only  course 
they  could  adopt  was  to  rescind  the  resolution ; 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney  there  and 
then  gare  notice  of  a  resolution  to  rescind  the 
resolution  already  arrived  at.  How  the  Super- 
intendent oould  be  said  to  haye  anything  to  do 
with  instigating  the  matter  I  am  at  a  loss  to  con- 
oeiTc,  for  I  never  saw  him  about  the  Council 
Chamber  during  session,  except  at  the  opening 
and  dosing  of  the  Council.  That  is  the  history 
of  the  matter,  and  I  am  surprised  that  the  gentle* 
men  on  the  Treasury  benches  should  seek  to  bol- 
ster up  their  scheme  of  abolition  by  constant  re- 
ference to  this  snatch  vote  of  the  Province  of 
Auckland.  Let  us  look  at  the  actual  state  of  the 
case,  if  we  really  wish  to  know  what  the  feeling 
of  the  Council  was.  The  following  day  the  reso- 
lution was  rescinded,  it  is  true,  by  a  majority 
of  one;  but,  Sir,  the  counter  resolutions  were 
carried  unanimously.  Did  those  honorable  gentle- 
man who  wished  to  see  abolition  carried  out  in 
the  Province  of  Auckland  dare  to  contest  the  pro- 
posals of  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Bodney  P  No.  They  were  carried  unanimously, 
and  that  showed  thi^  there  was  at  that  time  a 
strong  feeling  against  abolition  in  the  Province  of 
Auckumd. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS.— I  should  be  sorry,  after 
what  has  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Onehun^  to  allow  this  matter  to  pass  bv  with- 
out making  a  few  remarks.  I  am  as  mmiliar 
with  the  aroumstances  as  any  honorable  mem- 
ber in  this  House.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bodney  is  perfectly  right  in  the  statement  he 
made  regarding  himself ;  but  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Onehunga  is  not  right  in  the  statements 
he  made  regarding  those  members  who  voted  in 
&vour  of  me  AbMition  resolution.  The  resolu- 
tion was  peculiarly  worded,  and  the  intention  to 
Sropose  it  was  well  known  to  members  of  the 
k>uncil  for  two  days  before  it  was  actually  pro- 
posed. Now,  that  was  not  a  snatch  vote,  secured 
for  purely  party  purposes,  nor  can  I  believe  that 
it  was  the  result  of  a  pure  accident.  Indeed, 
there  were  several  other  members  who  would,  in 
my  opinion,  have  voted  for  the  resolution,  had 
they  been  in  time  for  the  dirision. 

Mr.  O'BOBEE.— Mr.  BoyknP 

Sir  B.  DOUGhLAS.— Mr.  Boche  was  one; 
but  there  were  others,  who  told  me  that  they 
would  have  voted  for  the  resolution  had  they 
been  present  when  the  vote  was  taken.  Was 
this,  then,  a  snatch  vote?  It  was  deliberately 
given,  and  those  who  gave  it  would  give  it  again. 
Mr.  Boche  told  me  that  he  would  have  voted 
for  the  Abolition  resolution,  but  explained  that 
he  did  not  vote  on  the  second  resolution  because 
he  did  not  vote  on  the  first    It  is  a  mistake  to 


suppose  that  the  Abolition  resolution  ^vas  r«- 
ceived  with  contempt.  The  whole  thing  ms 
deliberately  done.  I  was  asked  whether  I  came 
to  that  Council  with  a  view  of  getting  thow  in* 
stitutions  upset,  and  it  stands  on  record  that  I 
said  "I  did." 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — ^I  also  have  some  reoollection 
of  what  took  place.  In  some  respects,  I  agree 
with  what  has  just  been  stated  by  the  hononble 
member  for  Marsden ;  but  instoid  of  it  beiDg 
known  amongst  members  of  the  Council  two  days 
before  that  the  Abolition  resolution  was  to  be 
brought  down,  I  recollect  that  a  certain  bono^ 
able  gentleman  from  the  extreme  North  went 
round  insidiously  endeavouring  to  get  members 
to  vote  for  it.  I  hear  some  honorable  members 
crying  "  Name."  It  is  not  necessary  to  name ;  I 
am  statinff  exactly  what  happened.  I  was  waited 
upon,  and  I  said  to  this  gentleman,  ''Yoaare 
perfectly  well  aware  what  my  feelings  are.  As 
to  pledging  myself  to  vote  for  this  resolution,  I 
shall  not  do  anything  of  the  kind.  When  the 
matter  comes  up  for  discussion  in  the  Prorincial 
Council,  I  shall  say  what  I  have  to  say,  and  gire 
my  vote  in  accordance  with  my  feelings.'*  The 
honorable  member  for  Bodney  is  perfectly  correct, 
notwithstanding  the  opinions  of  the  New  Zealead 
Times,  The  honorable  gentleman  came  to  the 
Council  only  two  hours  before  the  Council  met 
The  resolution  was  brought  on  by  one  of  the 
members  for  the  Thames,  and,  as  has  been  stated 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga,  the 
whole  matter  did  not  last  more  than  four  or 
five  minutes.  I  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney,  the  honorable  member  for  Franklin  (Mr. 
Lusk),  and  the  honorable  member  for  Newton  (Mi. 
Swanson),  and  otJier  members,  had  gone  into 
the  library  with  a  view  of  draibing  an  amend* 
ment  to  propose  to  the  Provincial  Council  j  but 
so  well  had  the  gentleman  who  had  unde^ 
taken  the  case,  and  whose  sole  object  was  to  get 
the  vote  carried,  whether  by  a  snatch  Toi»  or 
otherwise,  looked  after  the  matter,  that  so  won 
as  he  saw  a  certain  number  of  honorable  members 
out  'of  the  Council  who  were  likely  to  hare 
jumped  up  and  created  a  debate,  the  member 
who  was  speaking  sat  down,  and  the  question  wbb 
immediately  put,  as  stated  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Onehunga.  Thus  it  was  rirtually  » 
snatch  vote.  There  is  one  matter  besideB  m 
which  I  differ  from  the  honorable  member  fiff 
Marsden.  Possibly  he  is  right,  but  I  think  htf 
recollection  is  slightly  incorrect.  I  think  he  wiU 
find  that  the  member  of  the  Provincial  CouncU 
for  Waipa  (Mr.  Boche)  voted  on  the  first  occa- 
sion, and  that  his  vote  is  recorded  in  the  Journals 
of  the  Provincial  Council  in  favour  of  the  reso- 
lution. But  when  he  found  how  it  was  done,  he, 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Howick  (»'• 
Peacocke),*both  refused  on  the  second  occasion^ 
vote,  in  order  to  have  the  matter  faiily  brougM 
forward,  properly  discussed,  and  a  deosion  pi^ 
perly  arrived  at.  Last  session  it  pained  me  ex- 
ceedingly to  find  that  some  honorable  memberv, 
and  especially  the  honorable  member  for  Chre, 
should  have  taunted  the  members  of  the  Auwj 
knd  Provincial  Council  with  having  been  dictated 
to  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  *»<> 
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with  haying  obeyed  him  like  babes.  Nothing 
oould  be  more  incorrect.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Clive  mistook  altoffether  the  temper 
and  mettle  of  the  Froyincial  Council  of  Auck- 
land. Not  eTen  the  present  Superintendent 
of  Auckland,  although  aided  and  abetted  bj 
the  honorable  member  for  Cliye,  would  haye 
been  able  to  dictate  to  the  Auckland  Proyin- 
cial  Councillors  and  make  them  say  one  Uiing 
to-daj  and  another  thing  the  next  day  unless  it 
was  their  oonyiction  —  the  oonyiction  of  their 
hearts  and  souls,  and  not  merely  the  oonyiction 
of  one  honorable  member.  It  did  astonish  me 
that  an  honorable  member  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
sitting  in  his  own  Council,  and  who,  by  his  ffreat 
name  perhaps,  frightened  his  fellow-Cfouncillors, 
should  haye  presumed  to  judge  of  others  as  he 
did  of  his  own  people.  They,  with  his  august 
presence  in  their  midst,  no  doubt  easily  gaye  way 
to  him,  but  that  gaye  him  no  right  to  attribute  to 
us  such  cowardly  motiyes.  We  are  made  of  dif- 
ferent metal,  ana  we  showed  it,  for  we  struck  out 
yotes  from  the  estimates ;  and  the  only  occasion 
on  which  we  were  thwarted  was  in  the  case  of 
certain  yotes  oyer  which  this  Parliament  had  a 
control.  If  it  had  not  been  for  that  control,  we 
should  haye  reduced  the  expenditure  of  Auckland 
by  £6,000  or  £7,000 ;  but  the  General  Assembly 
stepped  in  and  resuscitated  certain  officers  whom 
we  considered  unnecessary.  A  great  deal  has 
been  said  by  His  Excellency  the  Gbyemor  with 
ref^ard  to  this  matter,  and  I  deeply  regret  that 
His  Excellency  should  not  haye  chosen  a  more 
worthy  member  of  the  community  of  Aucklimd 
on  whose  statements  to  base  the  despatches  he 
sent  Home.  If  there  was  any  man  who  lacked 
the  courage  to  come  forward  in  Auckland,  and 
who  knew  that  he  had  foregone  all  claims  upon 
the  electors  of  that  proyince,*it  was  the  indi- 
yidual  His  Excellency  has  quoted.  It  has  giyen 
me  considerable  pain  to  think  that  any  one 
in  so  high  a  position  as  His  Excellency  should 
haye  baseid  a  despatch  upon  the  statements  of  so 
unworthy  an  indiyidual,  and  one  so  little  re- 
spected in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  people  of 
Auckland,  as  the  indiyidual  in  question. 

Sir  G.  G-BEY. — Sir,  being  personally  interested 
in  this  matter,  I  may  be  idlowed  to  offer  a  few 
obseryations  to  the  House.  I  am  compelled  to 
do  this  because  it  is  with  the  greatest  regret  I 
find  that  His  Excellency  the  Goyemor,  after  I 
haye  placed  the  clearest  eyidenoe  before  him,  has 
reiterated  the  charge  he  has  made  against  myself. 
Had  the  charges  rested  simply  on  myself  I  should 
haye  cared  little  about  them;  but  the  truth  is 
they  are  intended  to  prejudice  to  the  Home 
authorities  the  cause  which  I  represent.  The 
Goyemor  has  sent  down  to  this  House  two 
despatches  which  he  has  written  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  relation  to  this  subject;  and  I 
solemnly  declare — and  I  am  justified  in  so  doing 
— that  the  charges  against  myself,  in  both  those 
deepatohes,  are  absolutely  untrue.  I  regret  I 
must  go  further  and  say  that  they  haye  been 
written  with  the  pen  of  malice. 

Major  ATKINSON  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able member  is  justified  in  saying  that. 


Sir  G.  GREY.— Well,  they  haye  been  written 
with  the  pen  of  a  man  who  has  desired  to  distort 
facts  to  injure  another  man. 

Major  ATKINSON  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  must 
not  impute  motiyes.  The  honorable  member  can 
comment  upon  the  subject.  He  can  state  in 
defence  that  the  charges  are  unsubstantiated  or 
incorrect;  but  the  honorable  member  goM  be- 
yond what  can  be  permitted  when  he  attributes 
motiyes. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— If  one  indiyidual  imputes 
motiyes  to  me,  and  these  motiyes  so  imputed 
are  false,  what  am  I  allowed  to  say  ?  I  speak 
not  as  to  £BU)ts,  but  as  to  motiyes  attributed  to 
myself. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  sure  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  quite  perceiye  that,  to  use  a  yery 
mmiliar  simile,  two  blacks  do  not  make  one 
white.  If  it  be  so,  as  stated  bj  the  honorable 
member,  it  can  be  no  justification  for  his  follow- 
ing the  course  he  is  now  takine. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  will  abide  by  your  ruling. 
Sir ;  but  I  may  say  that  the  first  accusation  of 
which  I  am  now  complaining,  made  against  me, 
is  an  unconstitutional  accusation.  The  Crown, 
neither  b^  itself  nor  by  its  representatiye, 
has  any  ruht  to  interfere  with  elections,  nor 
has  it  a  right  to  receiye  reports  with  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  members  in  reference  to 
elections.  Our  freedom  is  gone  if  elections  can 
be  watched  oyer  by  the  Crown  or  its  representa- 
tiye, if  motiyes  in  going  to  elections  can  be 
misrepresented,  and  if  reports  can  be  made  to 
the  Crown  in  reference  to  such  subjects.  The 
Goyemor  was  pleased  to  state  that  I  had  con- 
sented to  be  put  in  nomination  for  the  Thames 
District  after  I  had  been  returned  for  Auckland 
City  West;  but  mark  the  words  which  follow: 
"  with  a  yiew  " — that  is,  with  the  motiye — "  by 
his  own  personal  infiuenoe,  of  preyenting  the 
return  of  a  second  Abolition  candidate  by  that 
constituency."  That,  Sir,  was  not  my  motive ; 
I  deny  absolutely  that  it  was  my  motiye.  My 
motiye  was  of  a  much  nobler  character.  I 
belieyed,  Sir,  that  the  Thames  constituency  yras 
prepared  to  return  at  least  one  candidate  in 
myour  of  the  yiews  I  entertained,  if  a  candidate 
could  be  found  who  could  bear  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  election.  I  tried  to  find  a  candi- 
date for  that  purpose ;  and  no  candidate  being 
found,  I  thought  tne  people  at  the  Thames  had  a 
right  to  return  one  member  on  the  side  I  adyo- 
cated.  I  neyer  entertained  the  malignant  motiye 
which  has  been  attributed  to  me.  My  motiye 
was  a  totally  different  one.  Then,  upon  the  sub- 
ject which  has  appeared  in  the  newspaper,  it  is 
due  to  myself  to  say  that  His  Excellency  the 
Goyemor  has  been  pleased  to  state  that  he  did 
not  advance  a  charge  with  reference  to  the  police 
of  Auckland  and  my  action  in  connection  with 
the  matter.  He  states  that  he  simply  enclosed  a 
letter  oontainina  that  charge.  I  tnink  his  con- 
duct is  more  blamable  in  doing  that  than  if  he 
had  made  a  charge  against  myself.  I  think  no- 
thing can  be  worse  than  to  stab  a  man  through 
a  private  letter  received  behind  his  back,  oon- 
oe^ed  from  him|  and  then  that  the  whole  mat* 


656 


New  Zealand  Timet: 


[HOUSE.] 


Privilege. 


[Oct.  28 


ter  should  be  allowed  to  proceed  witbont  his 
knowledge.  Then,  I  say,  when  I  bave  clearly 
TOOTed  the  groundlessness  of  that  accusation,  the 
C^Temor  has  expressed  no  regret  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  what  he  had  done,  nor  has  he 
expressed  any  regret  to  myself.  But  I  must  con- 
clude that  he  has  maintained  that  accusation — 
it  is  maintained  in  the  letter  which  he  for- 
warded Home.  I  say  that  to  forward  an  accu- 
sation made  by  another  man  in  a  lett^  from 
yourself,  in  wliich  you  state,  your  belief  in  some 
of  his  accusations,  is  worse  than  to  make  the 
accusation  yourself.  I  contend  that  any  man 
who  intended  to  have  made  such  an  accusation 
against  another  should  hare  instantly  let  him 
know,  and  allowed  him  an  opportunity  to  rebut 
it  if  he  could.  Then  upon  this  other  question,  I 
gaye  the  most  explicit  denial  to  the  statement 
made  of  my  haying  instigated  and  dictated  the 
TMolution  of  the  ProTindal  Council  of  Auckland, 
which  I  was  accused  of  haying  so  instigated  and 
dictated.  It  has  been  proyed  that  I  did  not  do 
so  by  eyidence  which,  I  contend,  is  as  clear  as  the 
sunshine  in  midday;  but  the  accusation  is  re- 
peated, and  supported  by  the  same  arguments  as 
haye  been  used  in  this  newspaper.  I  say  it  is 
wrong  that  men's  characters  should  be  so  taken 
away,  and  no  regret  be  expressed  when  its  erro- 
neousness  has  been  shown,  but  Uie  thing  be 
re-afflrmed  in  the  same  positiye  language.  I 
declare  that  I  haye  no  knowledge  of  the  original 
motion  made  to  the  ^royindal  Council.  I  had 
no  knowledge  of  what  was  to  take  place,  nor 
any  knowledge  that  an  amendment  was  to  be 
proposed,  until  I  heard  of  it  afterwards — ^in  fact, 
not  until  the  next  day.  That  was  clearly  proyed 
by  the  declaration  of  seyeral  honorable  members 
of  this  House  in  their  places  in  Parliament.  I 
cannot  understand  how  the  G-oyemor,  knowing 
those  speeches  had  been  made,  should  still  haye 
reiterated  that  accusation  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  his  second  despatch.  I  say  that  his  course  in 
doing  so  was  a  wanton  and  tmfair  abuse  of 
power.  Not  only  was  that  done,  but  the  most 
damaging  statements  were  at  the  same  time  made 
against  myself.  The  Secretary  of  State  was  in- 
formed that  I  had  in  point  of  fact  declared, 
through  Mr.  Reader  Wood,  that  I  did  not  intend 
to  act  as  a  constitutional  Goyemor.  And  these 
statements  were  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
a  manner  likely  to  produce  *a  prejudice  against 
myself  in  the  minds  of  the  Queen  and  the  British 
Parliament.  These  statements  ara  absolutely 
contrary  to  the  truth  in  the  way  they  stand,  and 
in  the  connection  in  which  they  are  made.  The 
G-ovemor,  in  order  to  Justify  his  own  statements, 
said  that  I  could  not  dispute  them,  because  the 
quotations  made  from  Mr.  Reader  Wood's  speech 
were  contained  in  papers  laid  before  this  Parlia- 
ment. It  was  the  Gk)yemor  himself  who  laid  the 
papers  before  Parliament,  and  it  was  he  himself 
who  was  my  accuser  to  this  Parliament.  Until 
I  receiyed  his  despatch,  I  had  no  knowledge  that 
such  papers  were  laid  on  the  table;  and  how 
could  I  beliaye  that  the  papers  in  which  that 
accusation  is  contained  should  be  called  **  Auck- 
land Land  Sales"?  How  could  a  person  search  in 
a  paper  of  that  kind  for  an  accusation  against 


himself  in  relation  to  the  Proyincial  Oonneil 
Auckland  and  upon  a  totally  diibrent  subject 
Now,  Sir,  the  paper  that  the  Goyemorlaid  befen 
this  House  is  an  extract  from  the  Souihem  Crou 
newspaper.  It  is  not  a  full  report  of  what  took 
place  in  the  Proyincial  Council,  such  as  wooJd 
appear  in  ffansard ;  it  is  a  statement  made  in  s 
public  journal  in  Auckland  of  which  Sir  Jdias 
Yo^l  was  proprietor  at  the  time,  which  wai 
mamtAined  for  the  express  purpose  of  yiUfying 
the  opponents  of  the  €h>yemment,  and  of  placing 
all  their  proceedings  before  the  public  in  tbe  moit 
unfayourable  light.  The  Goyemor  knew  that  st 
the  time  he  sent  his  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  he  did  not  lay  it  on  the  table  of  thii 
House  until  more  than  a  month  after  he  had  fo^ 
warded  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  I  am 
stated  to  haye  used  these  words  with  regard  to  the 
ExecQtiye,  which  are  incorrect,  taken  in  the  con- 
nection in  which  they  are  stated,  and  which  win 
be  read  by  jMOpIe  in  England  who  are  ignorast 
of  our  Constitution.  But  what  is  tlie  real  &ct  of 
the  case  ?  I  had  made  proyision  with  the  greateit 
care  in  the  Constitution  Act  by  which  the  8^pe^ 
intendent  mifht  act  as  the  entire  SxeootiTe  of 
the  proyince  m  these  things,  and  haye  the  moit 
absolute  control.  If,  therefore,  the  Sapeiinten- 
dent  of  a  proyince  had  no  Bxecutiye  Ooren- 
ment  which  was  rasponsible^what  was  eslled 
a  responsible  Gbyemment — there  is  this  fro- 
yision  in  the  Constitution  Act,  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Proyincial  Council  can  remote  bim 
from  his  office  by  Tote,  and  the  Goremor 
has  to  consider  whether  he  will  or  will  not 
do  it.  When  I  was  elected  Superintendent  of 
Atickland,  I  found  that  form  of  goyemment 
preyailed  there— that  the  Superintendent  was  a 
responsible  officer,  subject  to  dismissal  hj  the 
majority  of  the  Proyincial  CouncU.  He  was 
really  liable  to  be  turned  out  by  an  appeal  to  the 
Crown,  just  in  the  same  wa^  as  by  a  yoteof  want 
confidence  we  might  require  the  Gt>yemor  to 
remoye  his  Ministry.  So  in  the  Proyince  of  Anol- 
land,  at  the  time  when  I  became  Saperintendent, 
the  Superintendent  could  be  remoyed  from  his 
office  by  a  yote  of  the  Proyincial  Council  1 
determined,  looking  at  the  question  which  was 
agitating  the  public  mind,  and  the  possible  short 
time  that  the  proyinces  might  continue,  that, 
upon  the  whole,  it  was  best  that  the  then  existing 
form  of  goyemment  should  continue.  Was  it 
fair  upon  such  grounds,  and  upon  such  reasons, 
when  in  a  constitutional  manner  I  chose  that 
form  of  goyemment  which  I  was  entitled  to 
cany  on,  that  I  should  be  misrepresented  to 
my  Soyereign  and  to  the  British  Pariiament 
as  hayine  used  language  of  the  most  offensire 
kind  P  1  say  that  a  more  unjust  or  uniSair  state- 
ment could  not  haye  been  made  in  referenee  to 
any  man.  The  whole  despatch  which  has  been 
sent  Home  really  bristles  with  statements  of  the 
same  nature.  Nothing,  I  submit  to  the  Hous^* 
my  despatch  can  be  read — could  be  more  mode- 
rate  than  the  language  I  used.  I  defended 
myself  before  a  Judge  whom  I  knew  to  be 
powerful^a  Judge  whom  I  knew  it  was  to  my 
adyantaee  to  conciliate.  I  used  such  language  as 
I  thought  became  a  suppliant  under  saoh  ctr 
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cumBtancefl.  I  contend  that  not  only  is  my 
defence  absolutely  ignored,  bat  injury  is  added 
to  iajuryi  and  not  one  word   of  regret  is  ex- 

Sressed.  When  I  received  the  GoTcmor's  first 
espatch,  I  found  that  he  had  already  written 
Home  to  the  Home  Ooremment  four  months 
preyiously,  declaring  that  he  would  not  idlow 
the  Queen's  vessels  or  marines  to  be  used  in  any 
disturbance  which  might  take  place  amongst  the 
European  population  of  this  country.  Had  I 
known  that,  1  would  not  have  sent  the  second 
telegram  I  did.  And  when  I  wrote  in  humble 
terms  asking  him  immediately  to  transmit  a 
telegram  inarming  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
when  I  sent  my  telegram  to  him  I  was  in  ignor- 
ance of  his  despatch,  the  Governor  refuted  to  send 
that  telegram.  He  refused  upon  the  advice,  as 
he  said,  of  his  Besponsible  Ministers.  I  contend 
that  in  doing  that  he  did  me  a  great  injury  and 
a  great  injustice ;  and  I  say  more  than  this — 
that  it  was  a  case  in  which  he  was  not  justified  in 
ffoing  to  his  Besponsible  Ministers  for  advice. 
The  rule  is,  that  when  the  Crown  of  its  own  act 
does  a  personal  wrong  to  a  subject,  the  moment  it 
is  shown  that  it  committed  a  wrong,  the  Grown 
itself  makes  instant  reparation.  It  does  not  go  to 
its  Besponsible  Advisers  and  ask,  ShaU  I  make 
reparation  or  shall  I  not  P  It  does  not  ask  them. 
Shall  I  allow  the  injury  which  I  have  inflicted 
upon  that  man  still  to  eiist,  or  shall  I  remove  it  ? 
Ko,  but  hurriedly,  with  honor,  with  generosity, 
it  does  its  utmost  to  redress  the  wrong  and  injury 
which  it  has  done  to  the  subject.  I  believe  that 
nothing  worse  has  ever  been  done  than  the  act  of 
which  1  complain.  I  believe,  Sir,  that  had  my 
•soond  telegram  gone  Home,  a  very  different 
opinion  might  have  been  formed  of  the  state  of 
atEyrs  here.  But  an  attempt  has  throughout 
been  made  to  impress  the  mmds  of  the  Homo 
authorities  with  the  most  favourable  views  of  the 
supporters  of  abolition.  Any  one  who  reads  this 
paper  called  "Auckland  Land  Sales,"  and  the 
memorandum  of  Dr.  Pollen,  bristling  with 
perversions  of  fiscte,  and  who  reads  the  other 
memoranda  sent  Home  by  the  Governor,  will 
see  that  there  has  been  a  deliberate  intention  to 
injure  myself  and  those  who  thought  with  me. 
It  has  been  carried  to  such  an  extent,  that  even 
ilk  English  periodicals  favourable  to  myself,  the 
proprietors  of  which  are  friends  of  my  own, 
statements  are  now  made  that  I  am  the  one  man 
resident  in  a  dependency  of  the  British  Empire 
who  is  desirous  of  breaking  up  the  Empire, 
whereas  every  effort  of  mine  has  been  directed 
to  its  well-bemg  and  to' its  conservation.  I  know 
that  the  minds  of  Her  Majesty's  Advisers  have 
been  filled  by  the  statements  which  the  Gover- 
nor of  this  country  faks  sent  Home  against  me. 
Therefore  I  knew  that  the  other  day  he  had  a 
hit  opportunity  of  saying — **  1  feel  1  have  done 
you  an  injury ;  I  am  sorry  for  having  stated  the 
things  which  I  did ;  I  at  onoe  will  endeavour  to 
remSdy  the  evil  that  I  have  done."  I  sav  that, 
instead  of  pursuing  a  course  of  that  kind,  ne  has 
reiterated  things  which,  had  he  possessed  the 
ordinary  fiusulties  of  reason,  he  must  have  known 
to  have  been  untrue.  I  say  it  is  impossible  that 
Koy  man  with  the  evidence  Mfefe  him  in  relation 


to  what  passed  in  the  ProTincial  Coonoil  of  Auck- 
land, on  the  occasion  of  tlie  resolutions  spoken  of, 
could  have  come  to  the  belief,  weighing  calmly 
as  a  Judge,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  the  evidence 
— I  say  it  is  impossible  that  he  could  have  come 
to  the  belief  that  the  muority  of  the  Council 
upon  the  second  resolution  had  acted  at  my  insti- 

Sstion  and  at  my  dictation  upon  a  resolution 
ictated  by  mysm.  I  say  it  is  impossible  that 
any  roan  possessing  the  ordinazy  faculties  of 
reason  could  have  come  to  that  eondusion ;  and 
in  the  same  way  it  is  impossible  that  any 
man  possessing  the  ordinary  faculties  of  reason 
could  have  oome  to  the  eondusion  that  the  evi- 
dence which  he  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  proved  that  I  was  the  originator  of  the 
report  that  he  said  I  originated.  He  might,  in 
his  own  mind,  have  believed  it  from  reports  made 
to  him  in  a  manner  of  which  I  have  no  know- 
ledge. That  any  man  of  cool  and  unimpassioned 
judgment  could  have  come  to  the  eondusion  that 
there  was  evidence  to  convict  me  of  that  charge, 
I  say  is  absolutely  impossible.  The  truth  is  that 
the  Governor  has  throughout  acted  as  a  partisan. 
That  appears  by  his  sending  down  the  Abolition 
Act  to  this  House  as  a  Money  Bill,  recommending 
this  House  to  pass  that  Act,  knowing  that  the 
Act  was  to  deprive  men  of  privileges  which  the 
Queen's  subiects  generally  value  above  all  things. 
He  sent  it  down  in  that  way,  thereby  indicating 
that,  if  passed  by  this  House,  he  would  assent  to  it. 
I  ear  that  the  history  of  the  Empire  wiU  produoe 
no  incident  parallel  to  thatr  Then,  when  the 
Abolition  Act  was  passed  here  with  a  reservation 
that  it  should  not  come  into  operation  until  the 
end  of  the  session,  and  when  it  passed  another 
branch  of  this  Legislature,  he  sent  it  Home  in  a 
despatch,  conveying  to  the  Crown  the  belief  that 
the  people  of  this  countrr  would  approye  of  it — 
that  he  bdieved  that  that  question  was  to  be 
submitted  fairly  to  the  constituenoies,  when  he 
knew  that  that  would  not  be  the  case. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  vrish  to  inter- 
rupt the  honorable  ^ntleman ;  but  I  would  ask 
you,  Sir,  whether  he  is  not  now  going  beyond  the 
question  under  discussion  P 

Mr.  SPEAKER^— I  bdiere  the  honorable 
member  is  endeavouring  to  rebut  a  charge  per- 
sonal to  himself.  Hitherto  he  has  confinMl  him- 
self to  the  question  of  privilege ;  but  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  he  is  now  travelling  berond  that 
question  of  privilege,  which  is  as  to  whether  the 
honorable  member,  in  another  capacity,  had  in- 
stigated or  dictated  a  certain  resolution.  I  think 
the  honorable  member  is  going  too  &r  in  re- 
opening the  Abolition  question.  The  question 
immedmtely  before  the  House  is  as  to  whether 
the  account  given  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney  as  to  the  part  he  took,  and  the  part 
alleged  to  have  been  taken  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  is  correct  or  not.  The 
honorable  gentleman  is  ^uite  justified  in  eluddat- 
ing  his  view  on  that  point,  but  he  ought  not  to 
travel  beyond  that. 

Sir  G.  GBBY.— The  Government  never  can 
bear  the  mirror  of  truth  to  be  hdd  up  to  them. 
They  always  throw  some  obstade  in  the  way  to 
prevent  the  truth  from  bdng  stated*  I  am  not  quite 
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sure  that  I  am  not  justified  in  speaking  as  I  hafo 
done  in  defending  naraelf  from  the  graxe  aocuea- 
tiont  made  hy  one  who  oneht  to  be  a  Judge,  and 
veiterated  i^n  to  the  Home  GK>Temment.  I 
think,  Sir,  if  I  show  under  saoh  ciroumstanoes 
that  the  mind  of  the  Judge  is  a  biaised  mind — 
that  he  is  not  an  unprejudiced  Judge — ^if  I  can 
show  distinctlj  that  such  is  the  caae,  I  think  I 
should  be  allowed  to  do  it.  The  distinct  acou- 
Bation  made  against  me,  after  the  fuU  explanation 
that  I  had  given,  is  that  I  had  not  stated  the 
truth ;  that  the  accusation  made  against  me  be- 
fore was  oorrect ;  that  my  reply  was  not  truthful 
and  not  sufficient.  That  reply  has  gone  Home, 
and  was  instantly  promulgated  to  all  the  peoj^e 
of  New  ZeaUnd.  Surely,  Sir,  I  am  justified  in 
saying.  Be  careful  how  you  take  this  opinion 
from  my  Judge.  I  will  show  you  that  he  is 
not  an  unbiassed  and  impartial  Judge.  Here 
are  my  proofs  of  that  fiMt.  If  I-prore  what  I 
say,  weign  with  caution  the  dedsiop  at  which  he 
has  arrived.  Is  that  privilege  to  be  allowed  me 
or  not  P  That  is  what  Ministers  try  to  stop.  I 
say,  Sir,  that  the  Ch)vemor  and  a  party  at  Home 
were  determined  that  Abolition  should  take 
place.  A  large  party  in  this  colony  were  also  in 
favour  of  it ;  and  they  have  acted  together,  and 
they  have  endeavoured  to  prejudice  the  minds  of 
the  Sovereign  of  Bngland,  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, and  of  the  Parliament  of  England  against 
those  who  hold  views  opposite  to  their  own.  The 
papers  I  hold  in  my  hands  prove  that.  I  was 
going  on  to  say,  and  I  think  I  am  justified  in 
saying  it,  tliat  the  G-ovemor  has  shown  that  he  is 
a  partisan. 

Major  ATKINSON  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  Although  great  latitude 
should  be  conceded  to  an  honorable  member  who 
is  endeavouring  to  refute  charges  brought  against 
him,  I  do  not  think  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  upon  this  occasion  diould  take  so 
wide  a  scope.  A  distinct  issue  was  brought  for- 
ward as  a  question  of  privilege ;  but  that  must 
not  be  made  a  means  of  introducing  a  large  ques- 
tion that  scarcely  can  be  said  to  be  relevant  to  it. 
I  am  sure  the  honorable  member  will  see  that  on 
this  occasion  he  is  going  beyond  what  the  case 
requires. 

Sir  G.  GBET.— Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  how 
to  defend  myself.    I  stand  here  as  a  member. 

Mr.  BEES.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  ruUng  there  is  in  the 
precedents  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  of  this 
House,  to  prerent  the  Governor's  name  being 
mentioned. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— That  is  not  at  all  the  ques- 
tion. It  is  not  a  question  as  to  whether  an 
honorable  member  can  call  anything  into  question ; 
but  the  same  broad  rule  of  parliamentary  debate 
and  usage  applies  to  this  case  as  in  any  other 
case — and  that  is,  when  a  distinct  question  is  be- 
fore the  House,  an  honorable  member  must  confine 
himself  in  some  respects  to  the  question  before 
the  House.  I  have  not  endeavoured  to  confine 
the  honorable  member  within  narrow  limits  $  but 
.  when  the  honorable  gentleman  enters  into  a  much 
larger  discussion,  I  cannot  permit  it,  especially 
after  my  attention  has  been  oaUed  to  it. 


Mr.  BEES. — ^I  misunderstood  the  point  of 
order.  Sir.    I  must  apologize. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— I  shall  not  attempt,  Sir,  to  ssj 
anything  more.  I  must  trust  to  hare  some  other 
opportunity  for  fiurly  answering  this  question; 
but  I  still  think  I  was  perfectly  within  order.  I 
cannot  see  how,  when  one  is  assailed  in  tKu 
wav,  one  can  possibly  defend  oneself  unless  lati- 
tude is  allowed.  I  believe  a  man  pleading  in  his 
own  defence  is  always  allowed  very  great  kUtode 
indeed.  I  did  not  begin  this.  A  despatch  vhich 
was  kept  from  me  for  four  months  was  sudden]/ 
brought  up.  The  poison  la  that  despatch  wsi 
generally  circulated  in  Great  Britain,  and  I  wm 
anxious  to  meet  the  case  in  every  way.  The 
poison  is  being  circulated  throughout  the  whole 
of  New  Zealand,  I  must  say  by  subtil ty,  bj  papers 
under  the  control  of  the  G-ovemment.  I  in- 
tended to  have  made  no  written  reply  to  the 
Gorernor,  but  to  have  spoken  where  I  thought 
my  words  would  have  reached  other  portion!  of 
this  colony  and  other  portions  of  the  Empire; 
but  if  I  am  not  allowed  to  do  that  now,  I  moit 
x>nly  regret  that  these  reports  may  stiU  beaV 
culated  for  a  lone  time  before  I  can  give  tliafc 
answer  to  them  which  I  think  my  character  and 
standing  demanded  from  me,  and  my  position  in 
this  county  entitles  me  to.  I  am  sorry,  indeed, 
that  the  Government  should  have  interfered  ai 
they  have  done.  They  have  interfered  to  pre- 
vent my  telegram  from  going  Home ;  they  hare 
interfered  in  every  possible  way  to  prevent  me 
from  defending  myself.  Any  one  will  see  that 
they  were  really  the  instigators  of  the  GoTemor  i 
despatch,  by  that  means  to  stab— they  knew  he 
was  availing  himself  of  private  information,  and 
did  not  allow  me  an  opportunity  of  fully  and 
fairlv  disabusing  the  public  mind  here  and  in 
England  of  the  crimes  attributed  to  me,  and  of 
showing  what  is  the  real  source  and  origin  of 
those  crimes,  and  what  are  the  feelings  and  pre- 
judicea  of  those  persons  who  have  made  chuges 
against  me.  I  shall  take  your  ruling.  Sir,  and  ut 
down. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— The  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bodney  refer  to  the 
GK>vernor's  despatch,  and  I  as  a  new  membwr  of 
the  House  was  under  the  impression  thsttl^ 
would  open  up  the  whole  question  of  the  de« 
spatch,  and  give  members  an  opportunity  of  com- 
menting upon  any  part  of  it.  From  what  I  can 
gather  from  your  ruling,  we  are  only  at  liberty  to 
deal  with  that  partiouUr  paragraph  which  retsn 
to  the  action  taken  in  the  Auckland  Prorioeiai 
Council.  If  so,  I  shall  not  proceed  any  further. 
I  would  wish  to  ascertain  whether  I  am  at  bberty 
to  make  any  comments  upon  the  despatch  gene* 
rally  or  simply  upon  one  paragraph.  .    , 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— A  distinct  issue  was  raised 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney,  respecting 
a  matter  which  he  had  no  ri^ht  to  raise  excep 
as  a  question  of  privilege.  Incidentally,  no  doubt, 
it  had  other  bearings,  and  very  considerable  lati' 
tude  has,  I  am  bound  to  say,  been  allowed  in  ^ 
iar  as  this  debate  is  concerned.  The  immediate 
matter  before  the  House,  which  I  hope  the  Hoa« 
in  this  debate  will  confine  itself  to,  is  a  question 
railed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney  *•* 
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misrepresentation  of  facts  concerning  himself;  and 
it  would  manifestly  be  exceedinglj  inconyenient 
if  it  were  made  the  occasion  to  enter  upon  a 
question  cognate  to  it,  but  yery  much  beyond 
the  immediate  point  raised.  Any  one  who  has 
a  charge  made  against  him  has  a  greater  amount 
of  latitude  allowed  to  him,  but  still  there  is  a 
limit.  I  hope  the  House  will  confirm  me  in  the 
ruling  I  haye  giyen — ^that  such  latitude  had 
reached  its  extreme  limit  upon  this  occasion. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— I  will  Uke  another 
opportunity  of  referring  to  this  despatch. 

Mr.  SHESHAN.— I  may  say  I  did  not  expect 
any  debate  upon  this  matter.  When  I  saw  the 
turn  the  debate  was  taking,  I  thought  the  matter 
I  referred  to  and  myself  were  being  oyerlooked. 
I  will  take  leaye  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.—I  am  yery  much  obliged 
to  you.  Sir,  for  your  ruling,  and  I  know  the  House 
IS  yery  much  obliged.  Af&r  what  you  have  ruled, 
I  shall  not  make  any  reference  to  the  speech  wo 
haye  just  heard  from  the  honor&ble  member  for 
the  Thames;  otherwise,  I  should  haye  commented 
upon  it ;  but  as  there  will  be  another  opportunity 
of  doing  so,  I  shall  leaye  dealing  with  it  until 
a  subsequent  period.  I  would  point  out  to  the 
honorable  gentleman,  if  he  desires  to  haye  an 
answer  spread  abroad  in  the  same  way  as  the  de- 
spatch upon  which  he  commented,  he  could  haye 
had  that  done  by  replying,  and  in  the  ordinary 
course  his  reply  would  be  laid  upon  the  table  ana 
printed.  So  the  honorable  member  had  another 
opportunity  than  that  which  he  has  taken  upon 
this  occasion.  I  would  also  say  that,  in  rising  to 
call  the  honorable  member  to  order  upon  seyeral 
occasions  to-day,  the  Goyemment  were  not  at  all 
desirous  of  putting  a  stop  to  accusations  against 
themselves.  What  we  are  here  for  is  to  be  found 
fault  with  upon  all  executiye  matters.  I  did  rise 
— and  I  thank  you  for  bearing  me  out — wheneyer 
the  honorable  member  appeared  to  me  to  be  pro- 
ceeding to  undue  limits  of  comment  upon  His 
Excellency  the  Goyemor,  and  also  upon  the 
ground  that  he  was  trayelling  beyond  the  quee^ 
tion  under  discussion.  I  shidl  take  a  future  op- 
portunity of  discussing  this  matter. 

Mr.  BEES. — It  was  in  rehition  to  the  point 
mentioned  in  the  first  part  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  Premier,  and  not  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  the  honorable  member  trayelling 
beyond  the  question  under  debate.  I  did  not 
think  of  that  part  of  it.  Upon  the  point  of 
referring  to  the  Goyemor,  I  shall  be  perfectly 
preparea  to  meet  the  Ministry  or  anybody  else  at 
any  time. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
negatiyed. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION  BILL. 
Mr.  WHITAEEB,  in  moring  the  committal  of 
this  BiU,  said  he  asked  the  House  the  other  day 
to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time  on  the  under- 
standing that  any  discussion  upon  it  should  take 
place  on  the  motion  that  the  Speaker  should 
leaye  the  chair  in  order  that  the  Hou^e  might 
go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill.  He  now  wished 
to  say  a  few  wordi  in  explanation  of  the  principle  I 


of  the  Bill,  and  the  reason  for  its  being  brought 
forward.  Considerable  difficulty  had  arisen  in 
reference  to  lands  held  by  the  Natiyes,  for  the 
reason  that  the  orders  of  succession  made  by  the 
Natiye  Land  Court  only  applied  to  land  which 
had  been  passed  through  that  Court.  But  Na- 
tiyes were  in  possession  of  land  under  yarious 
other  titles  ;  and  one  object  of  the  Bill  therefore 
was  to  make  the  order  of  succession  apply  to  all 
Natiye  lands,  whether  they  had  passed  through 
the  Natiye  Land  Court  or  not.  That  object 
was  a  good  one,  and  the  Natiye  members 
of  the  House  were  yery  desirous  that  the  Bill 
should  be  passed  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
persons  who  ought  to  suooeed  to  lands  to  ac- 
quire a  good  title  to  them.  Another  part  of 
the  Bill  extended  the  power  of  granting  suc- 
cession orders  in  regard  to  personal  estate.  The 
power  to  grant  orders  at  present  referred  only  to 
lands  that  had  passed  the  Natiye  Land  Court,  and 
did  not  apply  to  personal  property  at  all.  The 
consequence  was,  that,  when  Natiyes  died  pos- 
sessed of  considerable  personal  property,  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  arose  as  to  who  should  succeed 
to  it.  The  Bill  had  been  brought  forward  on  the 
present  occasion  in  consequence  of  a  circumstance 
which  occurred  at  the  Thames.  Bapana,  a  chief 
of  considerable  importance,  died  some  time  ago, 
leaying  a  sum  of  £7,000,  deposited  in  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand.  He  left  a  widow  and  two 
children.  The  yridow  applied  in  ordinary  course 
for  letters  of  administration  ;  but  the  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Auckland  would  not  grant 
them  because  she  was  unable  to  proye  she  had 
been  married  according  to  the  laws  regulating 
marriages  among  ourselyes.  The  consequence  was, 
the  money  was  at  present  locked  up  in  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  and  nobody  was  able  to  make 
use  of  it.  In  order  to  get  oyer  that  difficulty,  the 
Natiye  Land  Court  was  enabled  by  this  Bill  to 
ascertain  who,  according  to  Maori  custom,  would 
be  entitled  to  the  money,  and  the  Court  would 
make  an  order,  and  upon  that  order  letters  of 
administration  would  be  granted.  By  this  Bill, 
Natives  would  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
Europeans  in  ref^trd  to  intestate  estates  after  the 
order  granted  by  Native  Land  Court.  He  moyed, 
That  Mr.  Speaker  leave  the  chair  in  order  that 
the  House  might  go  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  he  had  gone  carefully 
through  the  Bill,  which  he  would  support.  Many 
districts  had  for  many  years  felt  the  want  of  such 
an  Act  as  this.  He  thought  that  it  should  be 
made  law  that  every  estate  of  over  £50  or  £100 
should  come  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

Mr.  SHABP  did  not  intend  to  make  any  objec- 
tion at  all  to  the  Bill,  but  he  would  like  to  know 
how  far  it  related  to  half-castes.  He  would  like 
to  know  how  they  were  to  be  aff'ected  by  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  TAIABOA  hoped  the  House  would  agree 
to  this  BiU.  At  the  oeginning  of  the  session  he 
had  suggested  to  the  Government  the  desirability* 
of  introducing  such  a  Bill,  as  there  were  a  great 
many  people  who  held  lands  under  Crown  grant, 
and  when  they  died  those  kknds  were  the  subject 
of  dispute  amongst  the  descendants  of- the  owner. 
As  the  law  at  present  stood,  nobody  knew  to 
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whom  BQoh  kad  belonged;  Irat  he  wm  iore  Ihat 
if  this  Bill  were  peeeed  there  would  be  no  trouble. 
With  regurd  to  what  hftd  been  eaid  bj  the  honor- 
able member  for  Neleon  Oitj,  he  ooold  only  eay 
that  he  himself  had  notieed  that  there  waa  no 
prorinon  made  for  half •eaetee.  He  would  sup- 
port the  Bill. 

Mr.  NAHE  thought  this  waa  one  of  the  beet 
Bills  whioh  had  yet  been  introdoeed  relating  to 
Native  prooertj,  but  at  the  tame  time  he  belieTed 
that  the  huf-castes  could,  as  prorided  fior  in  other 
Aots,  oome  under  the  prorieioae  of  this  Bill  the 
same  as  Maoris. 

Motion  agreed  to.  Bill  oansidered  in  Commit- 
tee, reported  without  amendment,  and  read  a 
third  tune. 

FINANCIAL  ABBANaSMENTS  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  whole 
to  consider  the  following  propoeed  new  elause : — 

"  NotwithstandinganTthing  contained  in  '  The 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Works  Loan  Act,  1878,'  when 
any  money  should  be  borrowed  or  raised  under 
the  said  Act,  the  msae  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a 
portion  of  the  pennaoent  debt  of  the  District  of 
Canterbury  witnin  the  meaning  of  the  6tb  section 
thereof,  and  shall  oease  to  be  a  charge  on  the 
dues,  rates,  and  charses  speoified  in  the  18th 
section  of  the  said  Act. 

Sir  a.  &KEY  aeked  if  it  was  proposed  to  be 
made  a  charge  upon  the  Land  Fund. 

Major  ATKINSON  explained  that  such  was 
the  object— to  take  it  off  the  Ljttelton  Harbour 
and  place  it  on  the  Land  Fund. 

Sir  Gt.  GREY  objected  to  that  course  being 
taken.  He  belieyed  £50,000  of  the  money  was 
already  charged  on  the  Land  Fund  in  respect  to 
this  work.  An  Act  was  passed  by  which  £  100,000 
was  allowed  to  be  raised  to  construct  works  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  harbour  at  Lyttolton, 
and  the  interest  upon  that  money  waa  to  be  a 
oharge  upon  the  harbour  dues  and  whar&ge 
rates.  The  effect  of  traaaferring  those  charges 
would  be  to  enable  the  Lyttolton  Harbour  Boud 
to  raise  another  £100,000. 

Mi^or  ATKINSON  said  it  was  not  so.  The 
clause  simply  proyided  that  the  Land  Fund  of 
the  diatriot  should  be  security  for  the  £100,000, 
instead  of  the  harbour  dues  and  whaxAige  rates. 

Sir  G-.  aitEY.— Then  the  harbour  dues  and 
ratea  would  be  relieyed  to  that  extent,  and  the 
Board  could  raise  another  £100,000. 

Mi^or  ATKINSON.— No,  it  gaye  no  power  to 
raise  a  new  loan. 

Sir  &.  GBEY  thought  it  was  not  a  right  pro- 
ceeding to  charge  this  money  upon  the  whole 
district.  From  what  he  had  seen  in  the  Lyttelton 
papers,  he  belieyed  he  was  expressing  the  yiewa 
of  the  people  there  in  thia  reapect. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  was  suro  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  would  not  do  what  waa 
unfair  in  regard  to  this  matter.  What  the 
honorable  member  had  seen  in  the  Christdiuroh 
papers  was  not  what  he  seemed  to  imagine,  but 
thati/be  people  had  a  strong  objection  to  losing  the 
borrowing  power,  which  waa  absolutely  necessary 
in  order  to  complete  the  work.  The  question  was 
of  considerable  colonial  importance.     Thero  waa 


no  harbour  in  the  colony  to  whioh  railway  traffie 
ao  much  conyerged  aa  the  Lyttelton  Harbour; 
and  when  the  provincea  were  abolished,  that 
harbour  would  be  left  without  power  to  laise 
sufficient  money  to  make  the  haxbour  works 
ayailable  ibr  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
oonstrooted.  He  would  ask  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  consider  the  poaition  of  Canterbury.  It 
waa  yery  difTerent  from  the  poaition  of  other  pro- 
yincea ;  bccauae  when  its  rauwaya  wero  adld,  as  it 
waa  propoeed  they  ahould  be,  they  would  not,  as 
in  other  proyinoes,  leaye  Oanterbuxy  with  a  con- 
aiderable  debt.  If  the  harbour  duea  and  wharf- 
age ratea  wero  to  be  charged  with  thia  sum,  the 
darbour  Board,  which  was  to  take  the  place  <^ 
the  Ooyernment  in  the  matter,  would  be  yeiy 
much  crippled.  What  it  was  proposed  to  do 
waa  not  what  waa  indicated  in  the  newspaper 
article :  the  £100,000  was  going  to  be  raised,  but 
the  intereet  upon  that  sum  was  to  be  charged 
upon  the  whole  district,  and  be  a  liability  as  i»rt 
of  the  permanent  debt  of  the  prorinoe.  The 
people  who  traded  with  Lyttelton  would,  under 
any  ciroumstances,  haye  to  pay  this  money ;  but 
in  order  not  to  cripple  the  harbour  works  in 
futuro,  it  was  i>roposea  to  leaye  the  Board  free  in 
ite  dealing  with  thoee  yery  important  works. 
He  was  quite  sure  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  would  see  that  when  the  railways  wero 
about  to  become  colonial  property  thero  could  be 
no  moro  suicidal  action  than  to  leaye  the  harbours 
in  such  a  condition  that  the  colony  would  lose  by 
the  railways.  In  makinc  the  proyision  now  pro- 
posed, the  colony  would  be  doing  that  whioh 
would  benefit  iteelf  as  much  as  it  would  benefit 
Canterbury. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  quite  concurred  in  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  member  who  had  just  sat  down, 
and  belieyed  the  prinoiide  laid  down  was  so  ^od 
that  it  should  be  extended  to  other  places.  What 
was  good  for  Lyttelton  Harbour  was  good  for 
the  Bluff  Harbour  also.  He  thought  thero  was 
nothing  extrayagsnt  in  the  request  now  made 
for  the  Lyttelton  Harbour,  considering  that 
Canterbury  had  six  or  seyen  millions  of  unsold 
acres  of  waste  land;  but  it  would  be  well  for 
Canterbury  members  too,  as  they  wanted  assist- 
ance themselyes  in  carrying  this  through,  to 
assist  other  honorable  members  in  obtaininjg 
what  was  required  for  the  harbours  in  their 
districts.  It  would  be  well  to  brin^  these  matters 
up  in  the  eariy  part  of  next  session,  and  make 
their  demands,  wnen  it  could  be  done  witli  such 
force  that  they  would  be  sun  to  be  granted.  He 
admitted  that  the  House  of  Bepresentetiyes  had 
this  year  granted  an  endowment  of  85,000  acres 
for  the  Bluff  Harbour,  and  it  could  safely  do  so, 
seeing  that  Otago  had  some  18,000,000  of  unsold 
acros ;  but  it  had  been  refused  in  another  place  ; 
and  unless  the  asaiatance  of  the  Canterbury  and 
other  membera  were  giren  next  aession,  the  re- 
queat  might  be  rofuaed  again.  If  other  harboun 
were  placed  in  the  aame  poaition  aa  the  Lyttelton 
Harbour,  he  would  aupport  thia  proposition.  If 
the  requeato  for  other  narboura  were  ahown  to  be 
aa  just  as  those  for  the  Bluff  and  Lyttelton,  he 
would  be  quite  ready  to  support  them. 

Mr.  BO WB  agreed  with  eyeiy  word  that  had 
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fiUen  from  the  honorable  member  for  Atop,  and 
also  with  all  that  had  been  said  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Mataara;  but  he  cotdd  not  help 
saring  that  what  the  honorable  member  for  Avon 
said  that  afternoon  was  veiy  different  from  what 
he  said  in  reference  to  the  other  Harbour  Board 
Bills  on  a  prenons  occasion.  When  endowments 
were  proposed  for  those  harbours,  the  honor- 
able member  did  not  take  the  same  oonrse  or 
act  so  liberally  as  ho  now  appeared  inclined  to  do. 
He  miirht  say,  with  reference  to  the  Bluff  Har- 
bour Board  Bill,  that  he  was  neyer  so  much 
astonished  as  he  was  the  other  eyening  when 
the  member  of  the  Ministry  in  charge  of  that 
measure  consented  to  the  amendments  made 
in  it  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
There  had  been  no  measures  introduced  during 
the  present  session  which  demanded  mora  con- 
sideration from  the  House  than  these  Harbour 
Board  Bills.  By  some  it  had  been  said  that 
they  were  the  natural  outgrowth  of  the  Abolition 
policy ;  but  he  contended  that,  if  ever  New  Zea- 
land was  to  be  made  what  she  ought  to  be,  her 
harbours  must  be  improved ;  and  if  the  harboun 
wara  eter  to  be  improred,  it  would  not  be  by 
direct  money  Totes  from  Parliament.  If  those 
who  had  charge  of  these  Bills  had  come  to  the 
House  this  session,  and  asked  for  direct  money 
Toies  lor  the  improrement  of  the  harbours,  would 
they  haye  got  them?  They  might  have  called 
spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,  but  thev  would  not 
hare  come.  The  House  would  have  been  told  by 
honorable  membem  on  the  Ministerial  bench  that 
there  was  no  money  for  the  purpose.  If  endow- 
ments were  over  appropriated  to  a  right  pnrpose, 
and  to  an  object  which  would  develop  and  pro- 
mote the  resources  and  interests  of  New  Zealand, 
it  was  to  the  improvement  of  these  harboure. 
When  a  member  of  the  Ministry  in  charge  of  one 
of  these  Bills  so  readily  abandoned  the  provisions 
giving  endowments  for  the  harbour,  it  must  be  a 
matter  of  surprise  to  every  one.  He  believed 
the  memben  of  the  Upper  House  would,  eren 
before  the  session  was  over,  see  that  they  had 
done  wrong.  He  believed  there  was,  amongst 
memben  of  that  House,  that  good  sense  and 
deep  interest  in  New  Zealand  which  would  make 
them  recall  their  action ;  and  then  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  lose  his  chance,  while  other 
honorable  memben  in  charge  of  other  Harbour 
Bills  would  be  able  to  seize  their  opportuni^, 
and  obtain  endowments  for  their  harboun.  He 
would  vote  for  this  clause ;  and  he  hoped  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  would  deliver  a  very 
different  speech  from  that  which  he  had  delivered 
to  the  House  on  a  previous  evening,  when  any 
matter  in  connection  with  harboun  was  brought 
toward  again. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  would  be  sony  if  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Bowe) 
misundentood  what  he  said  in  regard  to  these 
Harbour  Board  Bills.  What  he  had  contended 
was,  that  it  was  a  great  pity  the  innocent  and 
the  guilty  should  Im  slaughtered  together,  and 
that  thera  had  not  been  more  discrimination 
shown  in  dealing  with  the  matter  generally.  He 
would  like  to  teU  the  honorable  member  that  this 
wae  no  new  proposition.     The  money  had  been 
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actually  spent,  having  been  borrowed  temporarily 
from  one  account  by  another.  The  narbour 
works  at  Lyttelton  were  now  very  nearly  com- 
pleted, so  that  it  was  not  a  question  of  the 
construction  of  a  new  harbour  that  was  before 
the  House.  There  was  no  more  colonial  work 
than  the  formation  and  improvement  of  harboun. 
He  would  assure  the  honorable  member  that  he 
would  support  any  Bill  that  was  brought  forward 
upon  its  merits,  as  he  considered  there  was  no 
colonial  work  of  more  importance  than  the  con- 
struction of  harboun. 

Mr.  BOWE  said  the  honorable  member  bad 
misundentood  him.  What  he  said  was  this : 
that  if  they  were  to  have  BiUs  introduced  and 
passed  for  that  purpose,  they  must  have  endow- 
ments. That  principle  had  been  set  aside.  With 
respect  to  the  Bill  he  had  introduced,  he  was 
sorry  to  say  that  they  had  no  land  in  the  Thames 
District  except  the  foreshore.  There  was  no 
object  for  which  endowments  could  be  more 
properly  set  aside  than  the  improvement  of  the 
harboun  of  New  Zealand.  The  greatness  of  the 
colony  in  future  would  veir  much  depend  on  its 
commercial  development ;  that  development  could 
not  be  obtained  without  the  improvement  of  the 
harboun,  and  the  harboun  oonld  not  be  improved 
without  endowments.  Therefore  those  who  had 
voted  against  endowments  did  what  was  wrong, 
as  they  voted  against  the  future  advancement  of 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  if  he  was  informed  aright 
there  was  no  Harbour  Board  in  Lyttelton,  and 
this  was  simply  a  provincial  debt.  The  Province 
of  Canterbury  had  chosen  to  expend  its  money  at 
the  port  of  Lyttelton,  and  now  all  that  was  asked 
was  that  this  debt  should  be  part  of  the  general 
debt  of  the  province,  and  should  be  ohamd  to 
the  account  of  the  province.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  n  monstrous  idea  that,  if  a  Harbour  Board  was 
now  to  be  formed,  they  should  be  saddled  with 
a  debt  previously  incurred,  particularly  when 
the  provindal  authorities  were  willing  that  it 
should  be  added  to  their  account.  If  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  had  met,  they  would  have  passed 
a  resolution  wiping  the  whole  thing  off,  but,  as 
the  matter  now  st^,  the  debt  was  incurred  by 
them,  and  they  did  not  make  provision  to  charge 
it  to  their  account.  All  that  was  now  asked  to  be 
done  was  to  chaiige  the  debt  against  the  account 
of  the  province,  and  to  wind  up  the  old  partner- 
ship account  of  the  province. 

Mr.  SWANSON  would  like  to  be  informed 
what  was  £100,000  at  20s.  in  the  pound,  and 
60,000  acres  of  land  at  £2  an  acre.  He  might  be 
wrong,  but  he  could  not  see  any  difference.  This 
monev  was  to  be  given  to  the  Lyttelton  Harbour 
Board  while  endowments  were  refused  to  other 
places. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  that  it  was  at  fint 
proposed  to  give  an  endowment  in  land,  but  that 
intention  was  not  adhered  to,  as  it  was  thought 
better  that  borrowing  powen  should  be  con- 
ferred. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  that,  whUe  £100,000  waa 
proposed  to  be  gifcn  to  the  Harbour  Board  of 
Lyttelton,  endowments  in  land  were  refused  to 
other  Harbour  Boards.    They  should  all  start 
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fair  in  these  mattera.  The  Harbour  of  Lyttelton 
should  be  placed  in  exactly  the  same  position  as 
the  Prorincial  Council  intended  to  put  it  in,  and 
that  was  all  this  House  should  be  called  upon 
in  justice  to  do.  Let  the  arrangement  made 
bj  the  Provincial  OoTemment  respecting  the 
£100,000  be  ratified.  A  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  these  harbours  being  colonial  works,  but  he 
Tentured  to  say  that  the  harbours  would  never  be 
as  well  worked  or  cared  for  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment as  by  local  management.  Would  the 
harbours  of  Glasgow  or  Liverpool  have  been  as 
well  looked  after  by  the  Gt>Temment  as  they  had 
been  under  local  management  ?  He  did  not  think 
it.  There  would  hare  been  an  absence  of  that 
emulation  which  existed  between  the  various  Har- 
bour Boards,  which  benefited  the  harbours  of  the 
respectiye  cities.  He  could  easily  understand  a 
oentxal  power  depressing  one  place  and  stimu- 
lating another.  He  did  not  believe  in  making  the 
Harbour  Boards  subservient  to  this  House.  An 
attempt  was  made  last  year  to  have  the  power 
of  suspending,  dismissing,  or  appointing  officers 
oonnected  with  Harbour  Boards ;  but  it  failed, 
and  he  hqped  any  similar  attempt  would  be  op- 
posed. He  would  vote  against  this  measure,  as 
ne  thought  it  was  quite  un£ur  and  uncalled  for. 

Mr.  STAFFOBI)  said  a  misapprehension  an- 
peared  to  exist  in  the  minds  of  some  honorable 
gentlemen  on  this  question.  From  what  had 
been  stated  by  the  honorable  member  for  Newton, 
they  were  led  to  infer  that  something  new  was 
asked  for  the  harbour  of  Lyttelton.  The  fact 
was  that  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  asked  for. 
Tber»  was  a  power  given  by  Act,  which  had  been 
on  the  Statute  Book  for  some  years,  to  borrow 
£100,000,  but  that  power  had  not  yet  been  exer- 
cised. It  could  be  exercised  at  any  moment. 
The  House  could  not  prevent  it.  Of  course,  it 
oould  pass  an  Act  to  repeal  that  statute  if  it 
ohose.  All  that  was  asked  for  was  that,  instead 
of  the  people  of  Lyttelton  paying  the  interest  on 
that  loan  in  the  shape  of  harbour  dues,  it  should 
be  spread  over  the  whole  people  in  Canterbury. 
No  person  in  Canterbury  objected  to  that  being 
done.  There  was  no  new  power  sought.  He 
could  understand  the  objection  raised  if  the  con- 
trary were  the  case,  or  if  any  undue  advantage 
was  to  be  conferred  upon  the  port  of  Lyttelton. 
The  only  question  was  as  to  how  the  interest  on 
the  money  should  be  charged — whether  upon  the 
people  of  Lyttelton  or  its  neighbourhood,  or  on 
the  people  of  the  whole  Province  of  Canterbury. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said-  he  was  under  no  mis- 
apprehension. An  undue  advantage  was  given  to 
the  people  of  Lyttelton,  inasmuch  as  they  would 
have  to  pay  no  harbour  dues  or  rates,  while  the 
shipping  going  in  and  coming  out  of  other  har- 
bours in  the  colony  were  saddled  with  very  heavy 
fees  and  chaises.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  every 
harbour  endowed  in  such  a  way  as  that  every 
faciUty  would  be  given  to  shipping  entering  tl^e 
ports.  He  should  object  to  any  Harbour  Board 
being  exceptionally  assisted  to  the  extent  now 
proposed.  It  was  proposed  that  the  Harbour  of 
Lyttelton  should  get  £100,000  free :  it  would  then 
be  able  to  go  into  the  market  at  onoer  and  bor- 
row £200,000.     He  would  like  to  know  what 


Harbour  Board  could  start  in  the  same  podtion 
as  that.  He  had  no  objection  if  aU  the  harbours 
of  the  colony  were  to  be  in  the  same  poation. 

Mr.  HUNTER  said  it  seemed  to  hun  that  ibis 
quostion  was  being  considered  from  a  narroir- 
minded  point  of  view,  instead  of  one  having  for 
its  object  the  benefit  of  the  whole  colony.  If 
they  could  not  get  all  they  wanted,  it  was  surely 
better  to  agree  to  a  proposal  that  would  benefit 
the  harbour  of  Lyttelton.  They  should  take  this 
broad  view  of  the  matter :  that  if  the  harbour  of 
Lyttelton  was  benefited  in  any  way,  the  whole 
colony  would  derive  advantage.  They  should 
eschew  narrow-minded  prejudices,  and  do  thst 
which  would  advance  the  prosperity  of  New 
Zealand  as  a  whole.  This  appeared  to  be  s 
question  which  directly  conoemed  the  Canterbuiy 
people  themselves.  It  was  easy  to  speak  of  this 
as  a  provincial  matter,  but  it  was  one  which  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  oolonv,  and  be  would 
certainly  support  the  vote ;  and  he  hoped  tfast 
those  who  had  not  been  able  to  secure  means  for 
improving  their  harbours  would  be  morefcrtanate 
next  session.  The  honorable  member  for  Avon 
alluded  to  particulars  not  being  given  respect- 
ing Harbour  Bills ;  but  that  was  done,  in  most 
cases,  when  they  were  first  introduced,  and 
the  honorable  member  should  have  recollected 
the  peculiar  positions  in  which  these  Harbour 
Board  Bills  were.  They  were  first  brought  in 
by  honorable  members,  and  some  explanatiott  wm 
then  given.  They  were  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  were  withdrawn,  afterwardi 
introduced  by  the  Gk)vemment,  and  then  finallj 
brought  in  by  individual  members.  This  made 
matters  rather  oomplicated,  and  probably  hoDO^ 
able  members  had  forgot  the  arguments  that  had 
been  adduced  in  support  of  these  Bills  when  they 
were  brought  in. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  desiiod  to  point  out  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Newton  that  lyttelton 
Harbour  would  not  start  in  such  an  admiiabJe 
position  as  the  honorable  member  anticipated,  for 
it  would  require  from  £5,000  to  £7,000  a  year  to 
be  expended  in  dredging.  In  the  next  place,  it 
had  got  no  endowments  whatever.  Auckland  and 
Dunlin  had  got  endowments,  and  he  was  very 
glad  to  know  that  he  had  voted  for  the  endow- 
ments being  given  to  the  various  harbours,  and 
would  be  prepared  at  any  future  time  to  vote  for 
reasonable  endowments  of  harboursi  provided  the 
land  was  in  the  locality  where  a  harbour  was 
situated.  He  would  assure  honorable  memben 
that  very  heavy  rates  would  have  to  be  levied  to 
maintain  the  harbour.  He  thought  that, as^ 
members  from  the  province  were  entirely  agreed 
that  this  should  be  made  a  provincial  cbarg^ 
honorable  members  might  saialy  aUow  i^  ^  ^ 
made  so,  and  be  sure  that  no  injustice  would  be 
done  either  to  the  province  or  to  the  colony  ftt 

Sir  G.  GRET  quito  agreed  with  the  Ubewl 
views  of  the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  as  to 
the  desirability  of  seeing  harbours  as  free  as  pos- 
sible. Ho  would  go  with  the  honorable  member 
to  this  extent :  if  they  wished  the  Colony  of  Ji«J 
Zeaknd  to  be  the  Queen  of  the  Faoifio,  vdA  bc^d 
the  commerce  of  the  Fadfic  in  its  hands,  tbe 
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pToper  course  would  be  to  make  all  the  harbours 
tree.  Nothing  would  more  tend  to  the  advanoe- 
ment  of  the  commeroe  of  the  colony  than  that,  at 
all  the  harbours  where  goods  could  be  entered  at 
the  Customs,  ships  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
should  arriye  and  depart  without  paying  any  fees 
for  lights,  pilotage,  or  wharfage.  Honorable 
members  might  think  that  a  wild  view ;  but  as 
long  ago  as  1842,  when  Adelaide  was  in  a  most 
depresi^od  condition,  he  proposed  that  plan,  and  it 
was  carried  out  with  almost  general  consent.  The 
commerce  of  the  colony  improved  from  that  day 
in  a  most  wonderful  manner.  That,  he  thought, 
was  one  of  the  great  questions  to  which  they 
should  direct  their  attention.  The  effect  of  hav- 
ing free  ports  would  be  that  every  article  of  food 
imported,  everything  consumed,  would  be  cheaper, 
our  exports  would  be  disposed  of  cheaper,  &r 
more  vessels  would  resort  to  the  colony,  freight 
would  be  cheaper,  and  we  should  be  enormous 
gainers.  With  lefereiioe  to  the  vote  of  £100,000 
for  the  harbour  at  Lyttelton,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru  said  that  had  been  given.  It  is 
quite  certain  that  the  money  was  found,  but  it 
was  found  as  a  loan,  secured  upon  certain  rates ; 
and  now  it  was  proposed  to  change  the  incidence 
of  the  charge,  and  really  to  give  the  harbour  of 
Lyttelton  a  grant  of  £100,000.  The  question 
was,  who  was  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  money  ? 
The  House  was  going  to  compel  the  Boad  Boards 
to  pay  it.  Tiie  House  was  going  to  take  from 
the  Road  Boards  a  sum  of  money  they  would 
otherwise  hare,  and  that  was  unfair.  It  should 
fall  upon  the  whole  of  the  consumers  of  New 
Zealand.  It  was  impossible  to  say  that  part  of 
the  goods  imported  at  Lyttelton  might  not  pass 
into  Otago  or  Marlborough.  Ho  did  not  agree  with 
the  observation  made  that  the  people  of  Canter- 
bury desired  that  this  should  be  done.  Where 
were  the  petitions  from  the  Road  Boards  asking 
that  this  sum  of  money  should  be  taken  from 
them? 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  money  had  been 
taken  from  them  already,  and  paid  for  the  work. 
It  was  now  proposed  to  recoup  them  by  raising 
£100,000. 

Sir  G.  G-REY  said  the  money  had  only  been 
lent  to  the  harbour,  and  it  was  now  sought  to 
turn  the  loan  into  a  permanent  gift.  He  would 
haye  no  objection  at  all  to  the  House  agreeing  to 
this  TOte,  on  the  understanding  that  tliey  would 
endeavour  to  make  the  charges  in  all  the  great 
harbours  of  New  2^aland  as  light  as  possible. 
By  sJl  means  let  them  begin  at  Lyttelton,  for 
there  was  no  jealousy  in  his  mind.  He  thought 
it  was  a  preferable  course,  but  it  was  one  that 
should  not  be  adopted  on  a  sudden.  A  Bill 
should  have  been  brought  in  for  that  purpose,  and 
he  did  not  think  that  a  clause  should  suddenly 
be  pot  in  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill  to  ob- 
taiu  the  object  sought ;  and  the  House  should  not 
agree  to  this  vote  until  the  Road  Boards  had 
be^n  consulted.  Ho  lioped  these  remarks  would 
be  tAken  in  a  friendly  spirit,  for  he  freely  agreed 
that  the  works  at  Lyttelton  were  necessary,  had 
been  most  admirably  carried  out,  and  would 
benefit  New  Zealand.  They  were  important 
works,  in  which  all  should  take  a  share ;  and  he 


was  prepared,  on  behalf  of  the  country  from 
which  he  came,  to  take  a  share  if  Auokhmd  was 
to  be  treated  in  the  same  way  afterwards. 

Mr.  WASON  agreed  that  no  petition  had 
come  from  the  Road  Boards ;  but,  as  a  member 
representing  an  outlying  district,  he  would  say 
conclusively  that  such  a  proposition  as  this  would 
meet  the  views  of  the  people  of  Canterbury. 
Nothing  would  more  conduce  to  the  general  wd- 
fare  of  the  Road  Boards  in  Canterbury  than  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  Every  member  from  an  out- 
lying district  would  say  that  he  would  sooner  see 
the  whole  of  this  sum  spent  for  the  benefit  of 
Canterbury  than  several  small  sums  spent  among 
the  Road  Boards. 

Mr.  BURNS  asked  whether  the  revenue  from 
shipping  charges  in  the  port  of  Lyttelton  was  to 
be  handed  over  to  Canterbury. 

Mr.  G.  McLEAN.— No. 

Mr.  BURNS  said  he  had  partly  drawn  that 
conclusion  from  the  renmrks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  it 
was  not  the  case,  for  he  was  inclined  to  vote  for 
the  proposal,  but  would  not  have  done  so  had  it 
been  intended  to  hand  over  the  port  charges  to 
Canterbury. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  Province  of  Canterbury 
had  already  made  large  sacrifices  in  constructing 
the  tunnel  at  Lyttelton.  These  harbour  works 
would  benefit  the  whole  community.  He  did  not 
think  any  objection  would  be  made  to  the  vote  by 
the  people  in  any  district  of  the  province,  for 
without  a  good  harbour  at  Lyttelton  they  would 
not  be  able  to  get  on  at  all. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with 
this  proposal.  He  would  be  quite  willing  to  con- 
cur m  any  agreement  whereby  the  money  might 
be  left  on  loan  to  the  persons  managing  the  har- 
bour at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest  for  a  reason- 
able number  of  years.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
now  they  had  abolition,  and  the  Land  Fund  was 
practically  made  colonial  revenue,  it  was  not  fair 
to  handicap  all  the  other  harbours  in  the  colony 
by  giving  Lyttelton  £100,000.  With  this  vote 
they  could  go  into  the  market,  raise  another 
£150,000,  and  make  Lyttelton  the  best  harbour 
in  the  colony  at  the  expense  of  what  even  the 
most  extreme  Abolitionist  would  call  colonial 
revenue.  The  House  had  been  told  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  that  next  year  he 
would  go  in  for  making  the  Land  Fn,nd  colonial 
revenue ;  but  in  the  meantime  the  Legislature  was 
giving  to  the  harbour  of  Timaru  an  immense 
landed  endowment,  and  was  giving  Lyttelton 
what  was  proclically  an  endowment  in  land.  If 
the  provinces  had  remained  as  they  were,  ha 
would  have  denied  the  right  of  the  House  to 
question  this  vote,  because  the  province  would 
have  a  perfect  right  to  give  it  out  of  its  dwn 
Land  Fund ;  but  now  matters  were  entirely  dif- 
ferent. Honorable  mem  here  had  seen  this  spec- 
tacle: 'The  Land  Fund  of  the  colony,  whieh 
oAght  to  be  available  for  roads  and  railways,  for 
opening  up  the  country,  was  to  bo  used  Ibr 
charitable  purposes,  hospitals,  and  education,  and 
now  for  harbour  purposes.  This  was  a  yery  in- 
consistent proposal ;  and  unlets  the  (Government 
saw  its  way  to  make  provition  out  of  Land  Fond 
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lor  .trunk  lines  of  road  in  the  Tariom  diBtricte  of 
the  oolonj,  th^  should  not  allow  £100,000  of 
what  was  praotically  colonial  money  to  be  taken 
lor  the  purpose  of  building  up  a  harbour  at 
lijttelton.  He  admitted  its  importance,  for  he 
beliered  it  was  the  only  harbour  on  the  eastern 
Bea*board  of  Canterbury,  and  the  whole  trade  of 
the  province  must  centre  there.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  trade  might  go  to  Timaru ;  but 
eren  if  the  Assembly  passed  the  Timaru  Harbour 
3oard  Bill,  it  would  not  provide  means  for 
making  a  harbour  there.  He  would  not  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Committee  any  further,  as  the 
question  had  already  been  discussed  as  fully  as 
possible. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  clause  be  agreed  to ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         84 

Koes         9 


Majority  for 

•« 

Atbb.                       ~ 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Bowc, 

Mr.  CarriugtoDi 

Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  5'isher. 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Pitzroy, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Oibbs, 

Mr.  Tescbemaker, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Waaon, 

Mr.  Hurdthouse, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Lamaoh, 

Tellera, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Qt,  McLean, 

Mr.  Wakefield. 

No 

BS. 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Tole. 

TeUera. 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr..Sheehan. 

The  clause  was  consequently  agreed  to,  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  considered  in 
Committee  on  the  Bill. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
Bill,  which  was  reported  with  an  amendment, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

GOLD  FIBLDS  ACT  BEPEAL  BILL. 
Major  ATKINSON,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  ite  object  was  simply  to  re- 
pcMsd  an  Act  passed  last  year  to  give  relief  to  the 
miners  in  respect  to  water-rights.  That  Act  had 
been  found  inoperative ;  and  at  the  request,  he 
believed,  of  the  whole  of  the  gold  fields  members, 
the  Government  had  consented  to  repeal  it.  It 
could  apparently  do  no  good  to  the  miners,  and 
might  possibly  inflict  very  considerable  injury 
upon  then. 


Mr.  TBIBB  would  not  like  to  see  a  msssan 
of  this  kind  passed  unchallenged.  He  was  awaie 
that  the  Act  was  passed  anier  a  great  deal  of 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  then  honorable  sMmber 
for  Dunstan.  It  passed  this  House  latt  sswion, 
and  had  the  support  of  the  Minister  for  Pablio 
Works.  It  contained  a  provision  valuable  to  ths 
miners;  and  he  should  be  glad  toknowwhjifc 
was  inoperative  before  he  coi^d  consent  to  its  re- 
peal, in  1874,  the  measure  which  it  was  proposed 
to  repeal  passed  this  House,  but  was  thrown  out 
in  the  other  branch  of  tho  Legislature.  In  the 
following  session,  it  was  passed  through  both 
Houses,  and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  then 
spoke  in  favour  of  it.  It  was  veiy  essential  thst, 
where  men  had  Uie  right  to  mine,  they  should 
also  have  the  right  of  using  the  watercourses.  The 
Act  not  only  gave  them  that  right  on  payment  of 
compensation,  but  it  provided  that  in  future  the 
land  used  should  not  be  subject  to  water-rights, 
but  that  the  mining  interest  should  be  respectel 
He  very  much  regretted  that  the  honorable  mem* 
her  who  represented  Dunstan  last  year  wss  not 
in  the  House  to  give  some  explanation  of  this 
matter ;  but  he  hoped  some  gold  fields  members 
would  be  able  to  say  why  the  repeal  was  sdud 
for.  Gold  fields  members  had  struggled  for  tvo 
sessions  to  get  this  Act  passed,  and  he  did  not 
like  to  see  it  now  repealed,  because  they  sll  most 
know  whAt  a  difficult  matter  it  was  to  get  s  Bill 
through  the  other  House  if  it  affected  the  inte^ 
ests  of  the  large  landed  proprietors.-  Be  hoped 
the  House  would  pause  before  it  agreed  to  the 
repeal,  and  he  thought  some  veiy  strong  reasons 
should  be  urged  before  it  was  agreed  to.  He  had 
referred  to  some  of  the  remarks  made  uwa  the 
Act  of  last  year,  and  he  found  that  the  SupeiiB* 
t«ndent  of  Otago  spoke  veiy  strongly  in  isTOur 
of  it,  saying  it  was  a  step  in  the  right  direetioot 
and  that  the  Provincial  Uouncil  of  Ota«o  had  »• 
quested  that  such  action  should  be  taken.  Kr. 
Stout,  then  Provincial  Solicitor,  was  also  in  hToax 
of  some  such  legislation.  If  the  Act  was  inopera- 
tive, he  would  ask  honorable  members  what  ob- 
ject there  could  be  in  repealing  it ;  but  if  it  w 
operative,  it  should  not  be  repealed  without  eome 
very  substantial  reasons  being  given. 

Mr.  BICHARDSON  said  he  supported  the 
Act  when  it  was  before  the  House  last  year  j  but 
when  it  came  back  from  the  other  branch  of  »• 
Legishiture,  it  was  a  totally  different  niessuw* 
Immediately  after  last  session,  the  Gtevemment 
took  steps  to  put  the  Act  in  operation ;  but  the 
Wardens,  almost  without  exception,  advised  thst 
it  should  not  be  enforced,  as  it  would  not  work 
satisfactorily.  The  Superintendent  of  Otago,  in 
forwarding  the  reports  of  the  Wardens  in  tMt 
province  who  objected  to  the  Bill,  declined  to 
make  any  recommendation  as  to  enforcing  u* 
provisions.  This  session,  the  gold  fields  mem- 
bers one  and  all — ^he  had  not  been  aware  the 
honorable  member  for  Totara  was  an  exception- 
had  requested  that  the  Bill  might  be  repesled. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  the  object  for  which  the 
Act  was  passed  was  one  of  very  considerable  un* 
portance  in  Otago,  where  rights  between  jano- 
owners  and  runholders  and  the  miners  would  w 
likely  to  conflict  j  but  on  gold  fields  such  as  those 
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on  liie  wett  ooatt  of  the  Middle  lalAod,  where  the 
population  almost  entirely  consisted  of  miners, 
there  was  no  necessity  for  such  an  Act  at  all. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  present  Act  was  rery 
dangerous.  He  thought  its  details  were  very 
insufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the 
miners  agadnst  the  runholders  and  limdowners; 
for  ezpensiTS  machinery  was  to  be  put  in  force, 
heary  compensation  was  to  be  paid,  and  that 
compensation  was  to  be  taken  out  of  the  gold 
i^tAd»  reTonue  of  the  district  interested.  If  all 
the  parties  who  could  hatch  up  a  claim,  in  the 
erent  of  a  stream  being  dedarea  a  place  for  run- 
ning tailings  under  Uiis  Act,  were  to  receiro 
compensation,  it  would  simply  be  ruinous  to  a 
district.  Thers  was  a  portion  of  the  Act  which 
might  hare  been  useful— namely,  that  which  de- 
clared that  land  sold  in  the  future  should  be 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  j  but  that 
was  not  an  unmixed  benefit,  because  it  was  ouite 
obrioos  that  very  great  injustice  might  be  clone 
to  pofchasers  of  Isind.  A  person  might  buy  a 
piece  of  ground,  and  make  ^reat  improvements 
upon  it,  at  a  time  when  no  tailings  were  running 
down  a  stream  that  passed  through  his  property. 
He  might  hare  been  induced  to  buy  the  laud  by 
the  fact  of  the  stream  running  through  it ;  and 
when  he  cultivated  and  improved  the  land  on  its 
banks,  it  might  turn  out  that  the  stream  would  be 
useful  for  mining  purposes,  and,  under  the  Act, 
the  whole  of  his  cultivated  land  might  be  covered 
with  d^ris  60m  the  mines :  yet  there  would  be 
no  compensation  given.  That  would  not  be  just 
and  fair.  Cominff  away  from  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  the  rights  of  the  miners  might 
oonfliot  with  the  interests  of  the  runholders,  he 
would  say  that  on  the  West  Coast  Gold  Fields 
the  provisions  of  the  present  Act,  so  far  from  being 
aooeptable,  were  positively  mischievous.  It  was 
proposed  to  bring  the  Act  into  operation  at  the 
Waimea,  near  the  Kumaro  diggings,  for  the  pu» 
pose  of  declaring  the  Waimea  Creek  a  place  to 
run  tailings.  The  Act  had  been  drawn  to  protect 
the  interests  of  property-holders,  not  those  of 
the  miners.  A  great  many  diggers  on  the  West 
Coast  had  rights  in  creeks,  and  a  great  many 
had  rights  in  the  Waimea  Creek ;  but  none  of 
those  rights  were  respected  by  the  Act,  and,  if  it 
had  been  enforced,  the  miners  would  have  lost 
their  rights,  and  been  greatly  injured ;  but  they 
would  not  have  got  a  penny  by  way  of  oompenm- 
tion.  No  Act  of  the  kind  was  required  on  the 
West  Coast.  There  might  be  a  few  isolated 
instances  in  which  lands  luid  been  purchased  that 
would  be  affected  by  tailings  running  into  the 
streams;  but  they  were  almost  isolated  cases. 
He  would  support  the  repeal  of  the  Bill,  although 
be  thought  some  of  its  provisions  might  be  whole- 
some if  introduced  in  a  different  manner.  As 
alrea47  mentioned  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  the  Act  was  sent  back  from  the  other 
Chamber  in  a  very  different  shape  from  that  in 
which  it  passed  through  this  House,  and  it  had 
been  so  hacked  and  cut  about  in  another  place 
that  it  was  almost  a  useless  measure.  He  be- 
lieved the  Act  was  introduced  at  the  instigation 
of  the  honorable  member  who  sat  for  Dunstan  in 
the  last  F)arli*ment ;  and  he  believed  the  present 


member  for  that  district  was  vei7  anzious  that  it 
should  be  repealed  ;  for  the  very  district  for  the 
benefit  of  which  it  had  been  introduced  into  the 
House  found  that  it  was  disadvantageous,  and 
sought  to  have  it  repealed. 

Mr.  D£  LAUTOUR  thought  one  remark  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Totara  ought  to  be 
replied  to.  He  said  very  justly,  "  If  this  Act  is 
inoperative,  why  interfere  with  itP"  The  fact 
was,  it  would  onlv  be  inoperative  bo  long  as  the 
funds  out  of  which  compensation  was  payable 
were  colonial  funds,  because  the  Government 
very  wisely  declined  to  put  the  Act  into  operation 
so  long  as  that  was  the  case;  but  the  moment 
the  funds  upon  which  compensation  was  thrown  * 
were  local  funds,  as  the  gold  fields  revenue  was 
now  to  be  under  the  (Government  proposals,  the 
landowners  would  be  entitled  to  claim  to  have  the 
Act  put  into  operation,  and  the  result  would  be 
that  the  whole  revenue  would  be  swallowed  up  in 
attempting  to  meet  the  compensation  Uiat  would 
be  awarded.  One  other  verv  unjust  provision  of 
the  Act,  which  rendered  it  necessanr  that  it 
should  be  repealed  or  amended,  was  that,  while 
due  notice  must  be  given  before  watercourses 
oould  be  proclaimed  watercourses  under  the  Act, 
at  any  time  after  that  had  been  done  the  Go- 
vernor might,  by  the  stroke  of  his  pen,  cancel 
the  Proclamation,  and  the  miners  would  be  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  using  the  stream  without 
receiving  any  compensation  whatever.  That,  he 
thought,  must  be  an  error,  for  he  could  hardly 
conceive  that  so  unjust  a  provision  could  creep  into 
an  Act  if  it  had  been  noticed  at  the  time.  It 
would  not  have  passed  through  the  Upper  House 
last  year  if  the  compensation  was  to  be  paid  out 
of  anything  other  than  gold  fields  revenue.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  the  Hon« 
Mr.  Holmes,  and  others  pointed  out  very  forcibly 
that  the  claims  for  compensation,  at  the  lowest 
computation  that  could  be  made,  would  be  a 
very  heavy  charge  indeed ;  and  they  could  not 
a^e,  on  any  terms,  that  the  Land  Fund  should 
be  the  fund  out  of  which  the  money  should  be 
recoverable.     It  was  onlv  on  condition  that  the 

gold  fields  revenue  should  be  laid  under  contri- 
ution  that  they  allowed  the  Act  to  pass.  The 
Gold  Fields  Committee  very  early  this  session 
took  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  unani- 
mously agreed  to  ask  for  a  repeal  of  the  Act. 
A  deputation  waited  upon  the  Government,  and 
the  Government,  in  accordance  with  the  request 
made  to  them,  adopted  the  measure  introduced 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan,  as  Clmir- 
man  of  the  Gold  Fields  Committee.  It  was  with 
very  great  regret  that  the  Gold  Fields  Committee 
felt  bound,  in  duty  to  the  interest  they  repre- 
sented, to  appear  to  be  undoing  the  work  of  the 
honorable  member  who  former^  sat  for  Dunstan, 
whose  efforts  were  duly  appreciated ;  but  the 
measure  appeared  to  be  so  dangerous  a  one,  and 
so  unjust  to  those  in  whose  interests  it  was  sup- 
posed to  stand  on  the  Statute  Book,  that  they 
had  no  alternative  but  to  osk  the  Qovemment  to 
agree  to  the  repeal  of  the  Act. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  read  a  third  time. 
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AUCELANB  BBACH  BOAI>  GRANTS 
BILL. 

Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moying  the  second  Wftd- 
ing  of  this  BiUi  said  that  the  Bill  wai  introduced 
in  order  to  enable  the  Gk>Ternor  to  issue  grants 
for  certain  lands  on  the  Auckland  Beach  Road 
to  persons  whose  property  had  been  affected  by 
works  carried  on  in  front  of  their  land.  Between 
the  Beach  Road  and  the  railway  there  was  a  nar- 
row strip  of  land,  which  was  the  land  proposed  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  Bill.  One  gentleman  was 
already  taking  steps  to  enforce  his  claim  for  com- 
pensation in  a  Court  of  law;  but  the  claimants 
l^enerally  had  said  that  they  would  take  the  land 
in  question  in  full  of  all  denuinds.  He  moyed 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TOLE  would,  before  the  question  was  put, 
like  to  obtain  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling  as  to  the  par- 
liamentary regularity  of  this  Bill.  Li  his  opinion, 
it  came  within  the  definition  of  a  private  Bill 
according  the  292nd  Standing  Order,  which 
said,-^ 

"  Private  Bills  shall  be  understood  to  be  Bills 
which  are  promoted  for  the  private  interest  of 
individuals  or  companies,  or  which,  by  their  pro- 
visions, directly  interfere  with  the  private  property 
of  individuals. ' 

He  held  that  this  Bill  did  interfere  directly 
with  the  private  property  of  individuals.  The 
preamble,  he  might  say,  in  the  first  instance  was 
not  at  all  correct ;  for,  amongst  other  things,  it 
assumed  that  the  consent  of  the  Harbour  Board 
to  this  arrangement,  as  alleged  by  the  Bill,  had 
been  obtained.  He  had  received  the  following 
telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Auckland 
Harbour  Board  about  a  week  ago,  when  it  first 
became  known  that  this  Bill  was  on  the  Order 
Paper  for  its  second  reading : — 

"  I  notice  second  reading  of  Auckland  Beach 
Road  Bill  is  to  take  place  to-day.  As  we  know 
nothing  of  it,  and  it  may  in  some  way  afiect  this 
Board,  I  would  feel  obliged  by  your  using  every 
endeavour  to  protect  our  interests,  if  in  any  way 
ipterfered  with.  Would  be  glad  to  get  particulars 
of  Bill  for  Board  meeting  to-morrow." 

This  showed  the  serious  inaccuracy  of  the  pre- 
amble. He  sent  the  Harbour  Board  a  copy  of 
the  Bill ;  and  that  very  evening,  just  before  the 
sitting  of  the  House,  he  had  received  the  follow- 
ing telegram  from  the  Chairman  of  that  body : — 

"Copies  of  Beach  Road  Bill  received.  Pre- 
amble altogether  wrong.  *  Foreshore  G^i-ant  Act, 
1875,'  does  not  include  foreshore  proposed 
to  be  vested  in  Queen ;  grant  by  Crown  to 
Superintendent  in  1858.  Board  never  gave  con- 
sent. Allotments  from  Britomart  to  Eden  Street 
have  no  riparian  rights ;  in  Crown  grants  de- 
scribed as  bounded  by  a  public  quay. 
"William  C.  Daldy, 
"  Chairman,  Auckland  Harbour  Board." 

He  had  also  received  the  following  telegram 
from  a  gentleman  whose  property  was  directly 
affected  by  the  proposed  Bill : — 

"  Have  not  seen  Beach  Road  Grant  Act.  .  . 
.  .  Stewart's  measurements  are  not  admitted 
by  the  landowners.  The  cases  aro  beforo  the 
Court." 


And  the  sender  of  the  telegram  Yerj  properij 
added  that — 

"It  is  a  shame  that  Acts  like  this  can  paaa 
without  the  persons  interested  being  able  to  see 
them.  Stewart  says  my  lot  encroaches  ;  it  doea 
not.    Do  not  let  me  be  shut  out  from  proving  it.'* 

This  afternoon  he  received  this  telegram  from 
the  same  individual,  who,  along  with  othen,  felt 
very  much  in  the  matter : — 

"  Reject  this  Bill.  The  piece  coloured  pink  is 
not  true.  .     .    .    We  have  a  right  to  be  heard." 

This  showed  conclusively  the  private  and  secret 
character  of  the  Bill,  and  it  showed  also  the 
necessity  for  time  being  given  for  the  considora- 
tion  of  its  injurious  provisions  in  relation  to 
private  property.  The  2nd  danse  of  the  Bill 
referred  to  a  plan,  the  measurements  and  delioea- 
tions  on  which  wero  in  dupute  between  the  Resi- 
dent Engineer  and  landowners.  The  8rd  dause 
of  the  Bill  said,— 

"The  said  parcels  of  land  coloured  pimk  on 
the  said  plan  are  hereby  vested  in  Her  l^eaty 
the  Queen  and  her  successors  for  an  estate  in  fee- 
simple,  freed  and  discharged  from  aU  mortgages, 
charges,  leases,  and  incumbranoes  of  every  kind." 

Though  the  consent  of  the  Harbour  Board  to 
this  arrangement  had  not  been  obtained,  as  stated 
in  the  preamble,  their  property  was  to  be  taken 
from  them  according  to  this  Bill,  'and  vested  in 
Her  Majesty,  in  order  to  enable  the  Ghovemor  to 
convey  it  to  these  landowners.  It  could  not  be 
disputed  that  that  was  a  direct  infringement  of 
nrivate  property  ;  and  therefore  he  believed  that 
Mr.  Speaker  must  rule  this  to  be  a  private  BilL 
He  would  also  like  to  remind  honorable  niembert 
that  in  cases  of  this  kind  Parliament  did  not  act 
so  much  as  a  legislative  body  as  one  of  a  jadidal 
character.  He  held  that  all  Bills  of  this  kind 
should  be  subject  to  the  usual  intervals  and 
notices,  in  order  to  give  people  who  were  inter- 
ested an  opportunity  of  making  any  objectiona 
they  might  have  to  make  in  regard  to  them. 
Moreover,  in  this  case  there  was  a  strong  arga- 
ment  against  immediately  dealing  with  the  Bm^ 
namely,  that  a  case  was  already  pending  trial 
before  the  law-courts  in  connection  with  the 
question,  and  should  not  be  prejudiced.  Thia 
Bill  might  doubtless  do  good  to  some  individuals, 
but  it  would  injure  others ;  and  the  House  could 
not  be  too  vigilant  in  protecting  the  property  of 
all  people.  He  was  of  opinion  that  this  was  a 
private  Bill,  and,  as  it  was  a  matter  which  was 
before  the  Courts,  he  thought  the  passing  of  the 
measure  should  be  deferred  till  next  session. 

Mr.  SPEAKRB  said  that,  his  attention  having 
been  drawn  to  this  Bill,  he  could  only  say  that, 
pritnd  facie,  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  private 
Bill,  and  one  which  ought  consequently  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prirate  Bills. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  would,  before  Mr.  Speaker 
gave  his  decision,  like  to  say  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  Bill  was  not  a  private  one.  It  neither  took 
away  nor  interfered  with  any  right,  but 'merely 
enabled  the  Oovernor  to  grant  certain  lands  to 
certain  people  who  might  desire  to  acquire  them. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  ha4  understood  the 
honorable  member  for  Eden  to  urge  that,  whereas 
certain  lands  were,  by  virtue  of  this  Bill,  to  be 
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Tested  in  Her  Majesij,  and  as  it  interfered  with 
the  private  rights  of  people,  that  it  was  a  private 
Bill.  He  had  to  point  out  that,  primd  facie,  this 
did  appear  to  him  to  he  a  private  Bill,  and  there- 
fore ttiat  it  oneht  to  he  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Bills. 

DOUGLAS  GRANT  BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  House  was  probably 
aware  that  some  years  ago — in  1874 — a  certain 
block  of  land  was  sold  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment of  Wellington,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Gknand  Government,  on  terms  mutually  agreed 
upon,  to  a  certain  company,  the  terms  being 
that  the  company  were  to  make  certain  improve- 
ments on  the  land,  and  place  seventy  fiimilies  on 
it  within  a  {^ven  time.  GThe  land  being  in  a 
Native  district,  some  difficulty  had  arisen  with 
the  Natives,  which  prevented  the  company  ob- 
taining peaceable  possession.  The  object  of  the 
Act  was  to  extend  the-time  for  the  settlement  of 
the  families,  and  to  grant  them  a  certain  portion 
of  the  land,  ample  security  being  received  by  the 
Grown  for  the  fufilment  of  the  conditions.  The 
matter  had  been  very  carefully  considered,  not 
only  by  the  Government,  but  by  the  members  for 
the  district.  The  Bill  represented,  or  nearly 
represented,  the  terms  of  the  agreement  made 
with  the  company. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  had  no  wish  to  obstruct  the 
Bill  or  to  take  up  time  unnecessarilv ;  but  it  ap- 
peared that  this  land  had  been  sold  on  certain 
conditions  for  the  purpose  of  securing  settlement. 
If,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  Premier,  the  com- 
pany had  been  obstructed  by  the  Natives,  that 
wae  a  very  good  reason  why  some  concession 
should  be  granted ;  but  he  knew  other  instances 
where  persons  had  bought  land  on  favourable 
terms,  on  condition  that  certain  improvements 
should  be  made  and  settlement  should  be  se- 
oared,  and  a  strong  desire  was  afterwards  evinced 
to  evade  the  conditions.  He  hoped  that  was  not 
the  case  in  this  instance.  If  the  Government 
were  satisfied  that  the  company  were  in  earnest 
there  should  be  no  objection  to  the  Bill ;  but  he 
hoped  they  would  satisfy  themselves  that  it  was 
not  an  attempt  to  shirk  the  conditions. 

Mr.  SHBIIHAN  thought  the  agreement  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  was  fair  to  the  colony  and  fair 
to  the  company,  and  should  therefore  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BBTCE  could  give  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Mataura  his  humble  assurance  that  the 
company  had  been  obstructed  by  the  Natives. 
He  might  say,  further,  that  he  had  been  con- 
sulted as  to  the  arrangement  which  was  sought 
to  be  given  efiect  to,  and,  with  one  exception,  he 
concurred  in  it.  He  had  just  received  the  Bill, 
and  therefore  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  care- 
fully studying  it;  but  there  was  one  provision 
which  was  entirely  new  to  him,  and  he  hoped  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  not  press  the  com- 
mittal of  the  BUI. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  hb  did  not  propose  to 
commit  the  Bill  that  evening.  With  regard  to 
what  was  said  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Mataura,  be  might  inibrm  the  honorable  gentle- 


man that  the  conditions  upon  which  the  land 
was  originally  purchased  were  published  in  the 
Q-azette;  and  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
compare  them  with  the  Bill,  he  would  see  that 
there  was  no  chance  of  the  company  evading  the 
conditions. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

OTAGO  AND  WELLINGTON  TOLLS 
BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  oon- 
sidered  in  Committee. 

Schedule  2.— Bates  of  toll. 

Mr.  BBANDON  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
following  words:  "For  every  such  vehicle  carry- 
ing milk  and  other  dairy  produce  only,  on  and 
after  the  Slst  March,  1877— Sin>enoe  only." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  there  inserted ; "  upon  which  a  divi- 
sion was  caUed  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         *  16 

Noes         82 


Majority  against... 

16 

Ayw.                        ~ 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Biehardson, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Eowe, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Telleri. 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  BoUeston. 

No 

B8. 

M^or  Atkinson, 

Mr.  G.  McLeau, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Oarrington, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Bfr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Fitzioy, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hinlop, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr,  Johnston, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Tellen. 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Sheehan. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Bill  reported  to  the  Houae,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL. 
Mr.  BBANDON,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  it  woiud  be  needless  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  bv  making  any 
lengthy  observations  upon  the  Bill,  the  principle 
of  which,  now  universally  acknowledgea,  was  to 
prevent  a  (Government  obtaining  too  great  an 
influence  over  the  members  of  either  branch  of 
the  Legislature.    The  Bill  now  before  the  BEouse 
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WM  fruDod  upon  ilia  raeommeiidatioDB  of  tiio 
DiiqualifioAiion  Committee.  It  was  msinly  a 
oouolidation  of  the  existing  Acts,  and  it  oon* 
tained  one  neiv  principle.  It  provided  generallj 
a^itnst  members  of  either  House  holding  office, 
but  exempt-ed  eeven  members  of  the  Sxoeutrre 
Council.  The  Speakers  and  the  Chaimen  of 
Committees  of  both  Houses  were  also  exempted. 
The  new  prineiple  was  this :  that  no  member  of 
the  AsMmbly  should  aooept  office  for  a  certain 
time  after  he  bad  ceased  to  be  a  member.  The 
proTisions  as  to  the  di^iualification  of  contractors 
might  lead  to  some  little  diseussion  in  Commit- 
tee^  beoauM  a  new  exception  had  been  intiodnoed 
by  the  Gh>Temment,  which  was  not  reoommended 
by  the  Committee. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  wonid  hardly  like  to  let  the 
Bill  pass  without  making  a  few  remarks  upon  it. 
He  thought  the  electors  ci  New  Zealand  should 
be  allowed  to  choose  whom  they  liked.  They 
would  never  make  the  people  better  in  this 
respect  by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Bill  would, 
he  thought,  have  a  contrary  effect,  for  it  would 
tend  to  make  people  careless  with  the  members 
they  returned,  thinking  that  the  Disqualifloation 
Acts  kept  them  from  doing  wrong.  His  idea  was, 
that  the  sooner  they  taught  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land that  it  rested  with  them  to  send  good  men 
to  the  House  the  better.  He  thought  members 
of  the  House  knew  perfectly  well  that  they  could 
take  contracts  if  they  chose.  They  could  take 
contracts  and  still  retain  their  seats  in  the  House 
by  Bin^ply  transferring  the  contract  to  another 
party.  The  protection  against  jobbery  and  cor- 
ruption must  rest  with  the  people  thMnselTes. 
If  they  thought  a  man  was  good  enough  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  House,  they  should  be  allowed 
to  send  him  there.  If  bad  or  inferior  men  were 
sent  there,  the  colony  would  of  course  suffer.;  but 
it  would  be  only  in  the  same  position  as  other 
colonies  which  had  suffered  for  their  misdeeds  in 
consequence  of  failing  in  their  duties  to  them- 
selyes. 

Mr.  BEES  thought  it  would  be  found  that  in 
eyery  Assembly  in  the  world  there  was  some  re- 
striction placed  on  the  people  who  were  elected 
to  be  members  of  it,  and  whose  duty  it  Was  to 
leyy  taxation  and  to  expend  it.  It  had  always 
been  found  undesirable  to  put  representatiyes  of 
the  peojde  in  the  position  of  contractors.  The 
Bill  simply  amounted  to  this:  that  anybody 
would,  if  it  were  carried,  bo  able  to  influence  the 
Goyemment  or  be  influenced  by  the  Gk>yem- 
ment  while  they  were  in  the  House,  by  reason  of 
tiding  an^  empbyment  from  the  Goyemment, 
with  certain  exceptions,  which  it  had  been  found 
advisable  to  make  in  every  Anglo-Saxon  place 
where  representative  institutions  existed.  He 
thought  the  Bill  was  a  good  one.  It  was  a  con- 
solidation of  all  the  laws  already  in  existence, 
together  with  the  laws  of  Victoria  on  the  same 
same  subject,  and  it  embodied  some  hints  from 
the  English  Acts;  and  he  thought  the  House 
would  do  well  to  pass  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BUTTON  would  support  the  BU]»  beorase 
it  contained  one  good  daaiei  which  was  the 
2nd. 


Sir  G.  GBBY  said  this  Bill  did  not  onljn. 
late  to  members  of  that  Chamber,  but  also  to 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council.  Tfaerefors 
it  was  not  a  question  of  the  people  of  New  Zetp 
land  being  allowed  to  choose  their  niemben,if 
the  Gbvemraent  were  to  be  allowed  to  csU  to  tfas 
Council  contractors  and  other  like  penons.  He 
thought  that  a  Bill  of  this  kind  was  abso* 
lutely  necessary,  considering  the  Constitation 
they  lived  under.  He  had  some  otjeetioiii  to 
the  details  of  the  measiue,  wfaieh  he  would 
bring  forward  when  the  Bill  was  in  Oommittee. 
In  the  fiivt  plaee,  he  was  of  opinion  that  tben 
should  be  some  proviston  to  preyent  the  Goran- 
meat  from  calling  Civil  servants  to  the  Upper 
House  and  making  them  Ministers.  He  belisTod 
that  most  of  the  evils  whieh  they  now  laboond 
under  arose  out  of  that  system  having  preraiied. 
The  8rd  subsection  of  the  5lh  clause  wssabio* 
lutely  unneoessaiy.  It  irae  to  the  efliwt  that  no 
oiBoerof  the  Army  or  Navy  was  tohddaieat 
in  the  House.  He  thought  half-pay  officers  ^ 
came  out  to  the  colony  to  settle  hers  should 
not  be  ezdnded  from  Pariiament;  but  at  tho 
same  time  he  was  equally  certain  that  no  Annj 
or  Navy  oiBoer  who  was  merely  visiting  the  eolosy 
temponwily  should  be  allowed  to  have  s  voice  ia 
the  government  of  the  colony.  He  might  say  the 
same  thing  with  regard  to  the  4th  subaeekion  of 
the  clause,  which  appeared  to  him  to  need  modi- 
fication. In  subsection  8  of  clause  8  it  was  pro- 
vided that  any  contract  for  printing  or  adfo*- 
tising  was  not  to  be  considerea  as  disquali^og  s 
person  from  sitting  in  the  House  or  the  other 
Chamber.  He  thought  that  provision  should  alio 
be  struck  out,  because  sneh  a  oontiaotor  sewn 
here  referred  to  might  be  the  most  dangoraai 
contractor  of  all.  Thostf  were  the  main  renteu 
which  he  had  to  make  at  present.  The  unpjj^ 
ments  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  Bill « 
the  instance  of  the  honorable  member  for  AlMOi 
he  would  consider  when  they  were  in  OomamM* 
He  hoped  the  House  would  read  the  BiUsMeond 
time. 

Mr.  MANBEM  said  he  was  not  in  the  Houje 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  8P0*«  "^ 
regard  to  the  objections  against  membcn  nolding 
office  which  had  been  referred  to.  It  ^^  «** 
instance  of  the  honorable  member  for  '^'*^ 
that  clause  6,  which  disqualified  any  person  who 
had  been  a  member  of^the  House  from  being 
appointed  to  any  office  under  the  GoTemmcM 
for  six  months  after  he  had  ceased  to  be  »  ™®^' 
her,  was  inserted,  and  he  believed  that  it  w 
brought  forward  in  consequence  of  party  fecljng. 
It  was  brought  forward,  he  believed,  to  mjrt 
an  honorable  member's  claim.  That  honoraow 
member's  name  had  been  often  b*"^®^  •!!?? 
When  they  went  into  Committee  on  the  m  m 
would  express  his  views  at  greater  lenggJ,  »^ 
endeavour  to  get  this  clause  excised.  ^®  T^ 
aware  such  a  veto  existed  in  Acts  in  '-^^  J*Jr[ 
colonies.  But  such  a  clause  as  that  limited  tw 
Government  in  their  choice  of  men  for  p^w 
offices.  He  was  of  opinion  that  such  a  profiflwi 
should  find  no  place  in  the  BUI. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 
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PUBLIC  WORKS  BILL. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  in  moying  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  did  not  propose  to 
enter  into  the  details  of  the  BilL  It  must  ho 
admitted  on  all  sides  that  a  Bill  such  as  this  was 
necessarj.  He  thought  that  the  discussion  on 
the  Tarions  clauses  would  take  place  yeiy  much 
more  conyeniently  in  Committee.  A  dehate  had 
already  taken  place  on  the  previous  Bill,  which 
was  almost  identical  with  the  present  one.  Great 
care  had  been  taken  in  drafting  this  Bill  to  al- 
low for  the  Tarions  proTisions  which  were  con- 
tained in  the  Acts  which  it  proposed  to  repeal. 
He  moyed  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  DIONAN  said  it  would  be  within  the 
recollection  of  honorable  members  that  a  few 
weeks  ago  he  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  a  question  regarding  the  Kaipara  Bail- 
waj.  The  only  answer  he  got  to  that  was,  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  deal  with  the 
matter  in  his  statement  of  public  works.  That 
statement  had  been  made,  and  he  was  just  as  wise 
now  as  he  was  when  he  first  put  the  question. 
He  would  ask  one  simple  question  now — ^namely, 
Was  it  the  intention  of  the  present  Goyernment 
to    construct   the    railway    from    Auckland    to 

£ioT  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  REES  was  glad  to  hear  that  that  was  the 
intention  of  the  present  CK)yemment,  because  it 
had  also  been  the  intention  of  the  two  preyious 
Goyemments,  but  they  had  neyer  carried  out 
their  intention.  He  hoped,  howeyer,  that  the 
present  G^yemment  would  do  the  work.  He 
would  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  for 
seyeral  reasons,  the  chief  of  them  being  that  it 
brought  the  County  Councils  into  operation 
whether  they  liked  it  or  not.  Seyeral  sections  of 
the  Bill  provided  that  work  should  be  done  by 
the  yarious  County  Councils  oompulsorily.  Then 
the  County  Councils  would  haye  with  all  con- 
yenient  despatch  to  make  surreys  for  the  purpose 
of  draining,  which  sunreys  they  would  haye  to 
forward  to  the  €k>yemment.  The  expense  of 
that  would  be  at  least  £1,000  to  each  county. 
He  did  not  propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  arguing  the  question  ;  but  he  wished  to 
point  out  that,  in  section  18,  County  Councils 
were  compelled  to  send  in  yearly  reports  of 
their  expenditure  —  that  was  whether  they 
were  brought  into  operation  on  not — witliin 
the  counties.  Then  they  would  haye  to  keep 
their  officers;  and  though  they  declined  to  act, 
they  would  be  compelled  to  send  in  yearly  re- 
ports. Then  there  were  clauses  which  would 
compel  the  County  Councils  to  sit  whether  they 
wanted  to  do  so  or  not.  The  work  marked  out 
for  the  counties  in  this  Bill  would  entail  upon 
them  yery  great  expense.  Then  subsections  10 
and  11  of  section  95  were  just  the  same.  The 
County  Councils  were,  after  giring  not  less  than 
ten  days'  notice,  to  hold  a  meeting.  Meetings  of 
the  Councils  were  proyided  for  as  if  the  people 
liyed  within  a  radius  of  100  yards,  and  could  be 
called  together  in  an  afternoon  ;  whereas  in  most 
oases  they  would  haye  to  travel  hundreds  of  miles 
oyer  country  where  there-  were  no  roads  to 
attend  these  meetings.     Then  in  seotion  119| 
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there  was  another  work  for  the  Council  to  do.  If 
the  County  Council  were  of  opinion  that  any  toll- 
gate  was  not  necessary,  or  that  the  road  in  respect 
of  which  the  tolls  were  taken  was  not  kept  in 
proper  repair,  or  that  the  tolls  were  excessiye 
and  unduly  burdensome,  the  County  Council 
might,  after  due  inquiry  into  the  case,  by  en 
order  publicly  notified,  abolish  such  toll-gates. 
So  that  it  might  interfere  with  the  Road  Boards 
and  take  away  all  the  tolls  if  it  chose.  That  was 
a  yery  improper  thing  to  do,  because  there  were 
many  Road  Boards  which  could  not  do  without 
the  tolls.  If  it  was  necessary  to  deal  with  these 
matters  at  all,  power  should  be  giyen  to  the  Road 
Boards  to  do  it.  All  these  things  could  be  done 
under  the  present  law.  Any  Road  Board  could 
abandon  any  toll-gate  within  its  boundaries.  In 
sections  170  and  172  the  same  thing  was  carried 
on: — 

"  If  a  Road  Board  desires  to  drain  any  of  the 
lands  within  a  road  district,  such  Board  may 
cause  plans  to  be  proposed  showing  the  course, 
dimensions,  and  levels  of  the  drain  proposed  to 
be  made,  and  may  lay  the  same  before  the  County 
Council,  who  may  approve  thereof." 

Then  every  County  Council — and  he  would 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this,  be- 
cause it  would  give  to  the  €k>yemment  a  splendid 
system  of  surveying  all  over  the  country,  but 
would  entail  upon  the  Road  Boards  an  expense  of 
at  least  £160,000:— 

"  Every  County  Council  shall,  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
cause  to  be  prepared  a  drainage  map  of  the 
county,  on  which  shall  be  tfhown  all  the  public 
drains  within  the  county,  with  the  levels  and 
gradients  thereof,  referred  to  a  datum  plane  thirty 
feet  below  the  average  level  of  the  sea." 

If  the  County  Councils  had  to  perform  that 
duty,  it  would  entail  upon  them  an  amount  of 
work  which  no  member  of  the  House  could  fore- 
cast, and  which  would  swallow  up  all  the  rates 
of  a  district  for  two  or  three  years.  A  plan  must 
be  prepared,  and  must  be  lodged  during  reason- 
able hours  at  the  office— so  that  every  County 
CouncU  must  have  an  office— and  whatever  the 
cost  might  be,  any  person  under  the  authority  of 
the  Minister,  or  any  Road  Board  within  the 
county,  might  cause  a  copy  to  be  made  of  any 
part  of  such  map.  Then  the  14th  subsection 
of  clause  160  gave  the  County  Council  power 
to  do  certain  things  for  the  drainage  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  all  these  things  must  be  done  whether 
the  Counties  Bill  was  brought  into  operation  in 
the  district  or  not.  Tben  in  sections  176  and 
177,  they  found  the  same  thing.  Again,  accord- 
ing to  seotion  176,  whenever  a  drain  ran  through 
two  counties,  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  had 
power  to  order  its  construction  ;  so  that,  if  there 
were  half  a  dozen  counties,  and  one  county 
thought  a  drain  ought  to  run  through  them,  it 
might  compel  all  the  other  counties  to  be  put  to 
an  enormous  expense  without  their  consent  being 
obtained.  Then  section  177  directed  that  the 
cost  of  such  drainage  was  to  be  divided  amongst 
the  County  Councils.  It  was  simply  a  system  of 
vesting  the  whole  power  of  the  government,  not 
in  the  local  bodies,  bat  in  the  General  Govern- 
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menl  iMd.     The  kwiil  bodies  wefe  to  be  oom- 
peLled  to  be«r  a  oertun  burden  to  ceny  o«t  all 
thie  work ;  and,  altho«d^  their  oonient  might  not 
be  obtained,  ihej  oould  not  efome  firom  the  ex- 
penee.    Onoe  the  maehineiy  of  toe  law  was  put 
into  opezatioo,  they  were  to  be  compelled  to 
undertake  theee  dutiee  under  oertain  paina  and 
penaltiee.     Then,  again,  there  were  105  of  the 
eziiting  Aoti  repealed ;  and  although  the  Minis- 
ter of  Jastioe  nad  said  that  the  metier  had 
been   Tery  oarefolly   gone   through,  he  would 
defy  him,  or  any  other  honorable  member,  to 
say    what   the    effect    of    repealing   all    these 
Acts  would    be.    His   own    opinion   was,  that 
the^  would   repeal  rery   many   useful   powen 
which  would  not  be  ^ren  dSbot  to  under  this 
Act      He   would    point    paittoularly    to  Part 
yn.,  under  which    any  priTate  person  might 
get  a  drain  passed  through  another  person's  pri- 
Tate land,  a  work  to  which  aU  sorts  of  e:q>enseB 
were  attached,  and  yet  there  was  no  power  of 
redress.  The  efEsotof  bringiiig  the  Act  into  opera- 
tion would   be  simply  ruinous  to  the  persons 
concerned,  excepting  of  course  the  Qoyemment, 
and  there  were  new  powers  and  responsibilities 
given  to  the  QoTemment  and  to  the  Uoyemor  in 
OounoiL    If  honorable  members  would  look  at 
tiie  Bill,  they  would  see  that  some  of  the  clauses 
had  as  many  as  fourteen  subsections ;  and  in  ad- 
dition to  them,  power  was  pwen  to  the  Ghnremor 
in  Council  to  make  regulations  of  OTeiy  sort.    He 
felt  sure  it  woold  be  found,  when  the  Bill  was 
brou^t  into  operation,  if  ever  it  was,  that  some- 
thing had  been  omitted-* something  which  was 
required  for  the  public  weUare.    He  o]^K>sed  the 
second  reading  on  the  ground  that  at  this  stage 
of  the  session  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  consider 
it  propeiiy  in  Gommittee.     It  would   take  at 
least  three  weeks  or  a  month  to  give  the  matter 
the    consideration    it    should    receiye,  and    to 
go  through  all   the  repealed  Acts  to  see  that 
ererythinff    of    value    nad    been    saved    from 
them.    The  Bill  could  not  be  considered  under 
that  time.    There  was  no  imperative  necessity 
for    pasainff    the    Bill    this    session.      If  they 
were   simply  to  read  the  marginal  notes,  and 
hurry  it  on  in  that  way,  it  might  be  passed  and 
become  law;  but  if  it  was  to  be  properly  con- 
sidered, if  members  representing  constituencies, 
or  who  were  supposed  to  represent  constituencies, 
were  properiy  to  consider  tne  powers  to  be  given 
to  the  Ministry  and  the  powers  to  be  given  to 
the  local  bodies,  it  could  not  be  got  through  Com- 
mittee in  a  month.    Of  course,  any  one  who  ob- 
jected to  the  BiU  beins  rushed  through  in  that 
way  would  be  accused  ofwasting  time ;  but  a  Bill 
affecting  private  and  public  property,  and  the 
responsibilities  of  individuals  and  communities, 
ought  to   receive    something  like    proper   con- 
sideration.    And   then  they  were  to   nave  the 
Loan  Bill,  which  must  be  gone  on  with,  and 
the  Waste  Lands  Bill,  though  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  Qovemment  intended  to  press  that 
Bill  through  also.    It  was  simply  a  mockery  to 
say  that  they  were  come  to  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion if  these  Bills  were  yet  to  be  gone  tiirough. 
He  would  ask  the  Gbvemment  whether  it  would 
be  Absolutely  neosisary  to  pass  this  BiU^  and  I 


whether  the  work  of  the  oountiy  could  not  go  on 
under  the  old  Aots,  which  surely  were  as  good 
as  this  one  ?  They  might  be  cumbersome,  but 
they  had  worked  under  them  for  years.  The 
profession  and  the  public  knew  where  to  find 
them  and  how  they  operated  i  and  it  would  be 
much  better,  under  the  circumstances,  to  leave 
things  as  th^  were.  He  should  oppose  the  BilL 
He  would  not  attempt  to  canvass  the  danaei  in 
Committee  unless  he  did  it  thoroughly  from  be- 
ginning to  end ;  and  he  knew  that  he  would  then 
be  accused  of  wasting  the  time  of  the  Houee. 

Ma^  ATSIKSOK  said  it  was  no  doabt  as- 
fortunate  that  the  BOl  had  been  delayed  to  w 
late  a  period  of  the  session  $  but  it  was  abeolatelj 
necessary  that  it  should  be  passed,  because,  if  it 
were  not,  the  counties  would  have  no  powen 
under  which  to  act.  If  it  were  not  for  that,  the 
Bill  might  be  postponed  till  next  aeatioa,  bat  he 
would  point  out  that  the  Bill  had  been  nuHt 
carefully  considered  b^  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature— a  body  which  invariably  paid  giest 
attention  to  any  Act  affecting  property.  The 
honorable  gentlmnan,  tiierefore,  might  reetswozed 
that  property  would  not  be  isyuriously  affected 
l^  the  Bill;  and  it  was  absolutely  necesmytbst 
they  should  have  this  Bill,  in  order  to  enshle 
the  oounW  system  to  work.  He  thought,  leeing 
the  Bill  had  been  drawn  with  very  great  osie- 
his  honorable  friend  the  Minister  for  Pahlie 
Works  had  bestowed  months  of  consideretion 
upon  it  during  the  recess— it  might  be  sUowed 
to  pass  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  CABBINOTON  thought  it  was  genenllj 
known  in  the  House  that  he  was  a  staunch  sojh 
porter  of  the  Ghyvemment  and  of  abolition ;  sod 
he  was  so  because  he  did  not  think  New  Zealsod 
required  ten  LegislAtures  now  that  it  had  etesm 
and  telegraphic  communication.  As  he  nid  st 
the  time,  when  sjpeaking  on  the  AboHtion  Bill,  he 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  consider  what  then 
future  Constitution  should  be ;  and  it  ^oeorea 
to  him  that  they  might  as  well  have  fl"^^!^ 
the  country  for  one  year  with  the  existing  Bead 
Boards,  Municipalities,  and  Provincial  Bxecotire^ 
and  they  could  by  that  means  have  diacofered 
what  was  the  best  course  to  pursue.  If  it  wie 
possible  to  do  without  the  Counties  Bill  or  toe 
Public  Works  Bill  for  another  year,  he  wee  quite 
satisfied  in  his  own  mind  that  it  would  be  w 
wisest  course  to  pursue.  He  said  very  few  ^oidt 
in  that  House;  but  probably  he  thought  moie 
than  a  cood  many,  members  gave  him  credit  for. 

Mr.  ANDREW  eaid  they  were  told  juet  nor 
by  the  Prime  Minister  that  this  Bill  was  pn- 
pared  as  long  ago  as  the  recess.  He  saw  thst 
the  Bill  repealed  "The  Immigration  and  Fablio 
Works  Act,  1870,"  under  whidi  the  Agent-Gene- 
ral was  appointed.  It  seemed,  then,  that  as  long 
ago  as  the  recess  it  was  contemplated  to  do  ^mj 
with  the  Agent-General.  He  would  like  to  knov 
under  what  Act  the  Ministry  intended  to  oon* 
tinue  the  appointment  of  Agent-Gkeneral. 

Mr.  BESS  said  he  had  intended  to  point  oat 
that  the  saving  clause  was  utterly  insafflcio°*' 
It  would  be  found  that  not  a  quarter  of  va 
things  done  would  be  saved.  . 

Mr.  BICHABDSON,  in  w^Aj,  said  that  thi 
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Agent-Ghenenl  was  appointed  under  the  existing 
Aot  of  1870.  The  proposed  Bill  eaved  the  ap- 
pointment. He  hoped  the  House  would  pats  the 
■eoond  reading;  andj  in  going  through  Com- 
niittee,  a  great  mauT  of  the  objeottone  railed  by 
the  hononble  member  for  AucUand  City  fiaet 
would  be  found  to  be  not  yery  serious. 

Mr.  FISHBR  said  that,  as  the  borrowing 
powers  were  taken  away  in  the  Counties  Bill,  he 
would  like  to  know  where  the  money  was  to  oome 
from  to  cany  out  the  prorisions  of  this  BilL 

Bill  read  a  seoond  time,  and  considered  in 
Committee. 

Sir  Qc.  aREY  moved,"  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Question  put,  **  That  nrogress  be  reported,  and 
leave  given  to  sit  again  ;^  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         7 

Noes         18 


IC^jority  agamst ... 


11 


Sir  G.  Grey, 
ICr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanson, 


Atxb. 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Tole. 


Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Fiiher,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Lumsden,  Mr.  Wooloook. 
Mr.  G-.  McLean, 

ICr.  Montgomery,  Tellert. 

Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Wason. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 


NBW  ZBAIAND  LOAN  BILL. 
On  the  motion,  That  this  Bill  be  committed 


Mr.  SHBBHAN  said  he  hoped  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  not  press  on  this  motion.  There 
were  224  okuses  in  the  Public  Works  Bill,  and 
surely  he  did  not  expect  the  House  to  gp  thitrngh 
with  more  work  than  that.  He  was  satisfied  tluit 
the  Gkyvemment  oould  not  expect  this  Bill  to  be 
passed  through  in  the  same  manner  as 'the  Public 
Health  Bill.  The  undentanding  was  that  the 
Loan  Bill  should  be  debated  on  the  motion  for 
going  into  Committee. 

Major  ATKINSON  saw  no  reason  why  the 
debate  should  not  be  taken  now.  He  supposed 
that  there  was  no  desire  to  make  long  speeches  on 
the  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GRBT  would  suggjBst  that  they  should 
not  take  the  discussion  to-night.  It  would  pro- 
bahbr  be  a  very  long  discussion  indeed. 

Mr.  MURRAY  trusted  the  Government  would 
be  satisfied  with  going  through  the  Public  Worits 
Bill,  whioh  he  mught  was  quite  soflloient  for  one 


momiuff's  work.  It  was  now  past  twelve  o'clock, 
and  he  believed  that  if  a  thing  was  worth  doing 
at  all  it  was  worth  doing  well.  They  really 
undertook  more  than  they  were  able  to  do  with 
advantage.  He  believed  that  if  they  postponed 
the  matter  the  oountxy  would  be  a  gainer. 

Sir  G.  GRBY  ho]^  the  Government  would 
not  press  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  the  PubUo  Works  Bill 
was  to  be  committed  to-nij^ht,  and  he  saw  no 
necessity  whatever  for  pressing  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  only  object  was  to 
advance  the  Bill  a  stage.  When  this  Bill  was 
advanced  a  stage,  they  oould  go  into  Committee 
on  the  Public  Works  Bill,  and  the  Government 
would  not  go  on  longer  than  the  House  desired* 
The  Government  were  entirsly  in  the  hands  of 
the  House. 

Question  put,  "That  the  New  Zealand  Lo«t 
Bill  be  ordered  to  be  considered  in  Commitlee 
presently ; "  upon  which  a  division  WM  called 
for,  with  the  following  reenlt : — 

Ayes         84 

Noes         9 


Mijorify  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
ICr.Baitf, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Biyoe, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Carrixigton, 
ICr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Pisher, 
Mr.  Pitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Blr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
ICr.  Kennedy« 
Mr.  Lumsden, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 


Atsb. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
ICr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
ICr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


26 


G.  McLean, 

Montgomeiy, 

Murray, 

Ormond, 

Reid, 

Reynolds, 

Richardson, 

Seaton, 

Stafford, 

Stevens, 

Tribe, 

Wason, 

Whitaker, 

Wooloook. 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Kelly. 


Howl 


lCr.T6le, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
TelUrM, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.Rees. 


The  motion  wm  oonsequently  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  Tbat  the  Speaker  leave  the 
ohair  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Committee  on 
the  BUls  ordered  to  be  committed  presently, 

Sir  G.  GRBY  said  he  must  so  on  to  discuss 
the  Loan  Bill.  He  had  hoped  that  he  would 
have  been  aUowed  until  next  day  to  make  up  his 
mind,  and  consult  his  friends.  He  subnutted 
that  the  whole  thing  was  absolutely  irregular  and 
improner.  The  Government  had  promised  that 
the  Bui  should  be  discussed  on  gomg  into  Com- 
mittee. He  had  reason  to  thini  it  had  never 
happened  before  that  a  Loan  Bill  had  been  intro- 
duced without  any  number  of  the  CteyernBwnt 
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stating  a  single  woid  on  the  sabjeot  He  had 
imagined  that  tome  Minister  would  have  ex- 
plained the  object  of  the  Loan  Bill,  why  sooh  an 
amount  was  asked  for,  and  only  such  an  amonnt, 
and  the  mode  in  whioh  it  was  proposed  to  raise  it, 
and  that  he  (Sir  G-.  G-rey)  womd  hare  had  an 
opportunity  of  replyioff.  He  beliered  the  whole 
of  this  proceeding  was  without  precedent,  and  he 
still  hoped  the  GoTemment  would  agree  to  bring 
the  Bill  forward  in  a  proper  manner — that  upon  a 
future  occasion  they  would  go  into  Committee, 
and  that  the  Ministry  would  make  a  statement  so 
that  he  might  know  exactly  what  points  he  was 
to  reply  to. 

Mtyor  ATEINSOK  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  find  it  all  in  his  Financial  Statement. 

Sir  a.  G-BSY  submitted  that  was  not  the 
usual  way  of  dealing  with  a  Bill.  Then,  he  sup- 
posed he  must  address  himself  to  the  question ; 
and  he  felt  that  he  had  been  very  unfairly  and 
Tery  hardly  treated.  He  oonld  not  do  justice  to 
a  subject  of  such  importance  at  that  time  of 
night.  Would  the  GhoTemment  undertake  to 
carry  the  Bill  no  further  until  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  and  then  enable  him  to  dis- 
cuss the  whole  subject  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  could  not  consent 
to  the  request  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  who 
would  haye  many  opportunities  afforded  him  for 
expressing  his  opinions,  both  in  Committee  and 
on  the  third  reaaing. 

Sir  G-.  G'BEY  would  make  such  remarks  as 
he  oould,  and  would  do  so  under  protest.  He 
had  now  to  consider  the  question  of  the  authority 
under  which  these  large  loans  had  been  raised. 
That  was  a  reiy  serious  question  indeed.  He 
wished  to  point  out  that  the  loans  of  this  coun- 
try had  not  been  raised  by  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Zealand  or  by  their  representatiTCS  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  term.  The  Legislature 
which  raised  these  loans  had  been  imposed  on 
this  country  without  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Zealand  haying  been  consulted.  They  had  been 
raised  by  the  General  Assembly,  consiBting  of  three 
branches,  two  of  these  branches — the  &oyemor 
and  Le^islatiye  Council  —  nominated  by  the 
Crown,  in  no  way  chosen  by  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  and  in  no  way  representing  them ;  while 
the  other  branch,  called  the  *'  Bepresentatiyes  of 
New  Zealand,"  did  not  really  represent  the  people 
of  this  countiy  either  in  point  of  numbers  or  in 
its  particular  members.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  loans  had  been  raised  by  a  House  com- 
posed mainly  of  members  taken  from  Tatanaki 
in  undue  proportions,  and  from  Hawke's  Bay 
in  undue  proportions,  and  from  other  parts  of 
the  colony  in  the  same  way.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  whateyer  that  the  loans  had  been  raised 
unfiurly*  and  been  unfairly  spent.  They  had 
been  disbursed,  to  a  great  extent,  for  the  benefit 
of  particular  places :  nay,  large  portions  of  them 
had  been  disbursed  for  the  Mnefit  of  particular 
indiyiduals.  So  ui^'ust  had  been  the  distribution 
of  these  loans  that  the  Proyince  of  Auckland, 
with  its  large  population,  had  not  receiyed  any- 
thing like  that  share  of  the  loans  to  which  it  was 
entitled,  although  its  inhabitants  were  called 
upon  to  pay  the  same  rate  per  head  of  interest 


on  these  loans,  and  towards  the  liquidation  of  the 
principal,  as  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  other  puU 
of  New  Zealand.    Not  only  was  that  the  case, 
but,  on  the  first  occasion  when  the  inhabitants 
were  to  feel  the  weight  of  this  taxation,  the  Con- 
stitution of  the   country  had    been    absolutely 
changed  without  the  people  haying  iu  any  wsj 
been  consulted  in  reference  to  that  diange,  or  in 
reference  to  the  system  of  taxation  which  thej 
would  wish  to  be  leyied  for  the  purpose  of  defrej- 
ing  these  loans.    In  all  other  countries  when  a 
groat  constitutional  change  of  this  kind  was  made, 
the  people  would  be  appealed  to  fiurly  through 
their  constituencies,  and  they  themselyes  would 
haye  been  consulted  as  to  whether  the  Ooniti- 
ttttion  under  which  weA  henceforth  to  liye,  and 
under  which  those  loans  were  to  be  raised,  wu 
such  as  was  conformable  to  their  tastes,  their 
wishes,  and  their  customs.     Now  that  had  been 
carefully  ayoided  here.    It  was  known  to  all  the 
members  of  the  House,  and  to  the  countiy  at 
large,  that  the  Act  taking  from  the  people  their 
Constitution  was  sent  down  to  Parliament  as  a 
Money  BiU  by  the  €K>yemor.    It  was  then  passed 
with  the  indioation  that  his  assent  wotdd  be 
giyen  to  it.    His  assent  was  pledged  to  it  from 
the  first  instant,  so  that  the  whole  weight  of  hii 
authority  was  thrown  in  £ayour  of  the  Bill.  Hien 
it  was  carried  to  another  nominated  braneh  of 
the  Legislature.    It  was  passed  there,  and  then 
assented  to  by  the  €k>yemor.     After  that,  it  was 
transmitted  to  Her  Mijesty,  without  any  &irei- 
nlanation  whateyer  as  to  what  had  taken  place; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  with  a  direct  assurance  that 
it  would  not  be  forced  on  this  oountry  until  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  had  had  an  op]xn^ 
tunity,  by  their  constituencies,  of  declaring  whe- 
ther they  would  or  would  not  accept  it.    Now 
what  took  place  was  a  sham,  because  a  daoie  had 
been  f  oroea  into  the  Bill  which  brought  it  into 
operation  on  a  certain  day  unless  it  was  repealed; 
and  it  was  perfectly  well  known  to  all,  thsteren 
if  this  House  had  rejected  the  Abolition  Bill, 
there  was  no  chance  &t  getting  the  measure  mo- 
dified or  repealed  in  anoUier  branch  of  the  L^gu* 
lature.    The  iababitanU  of  New  Zealand  had  no 
power  whateyer  to  enforce  that  being  done.    Xbe 
position,  therefore,  in  whic^  they  stood  in  n^ 
ente  to  these  loans  was  this :  that  GreatBritain 
was  quite  as  much  responsible  for  them  ss  the 
inhabitants    of    this    country.    In    bet,   Oreat 
Britain  was  more  responsible  for  them  than  the 
inhabitants  of  Auckland  were.    He  shouU  hare 
wiahed  to  haye  argued  this  point  at  length,  am 
to  haye  shown  that  such  was  the  case ;  but)  forced 
as  he  was,  suddenly,  at  such  a  Ikte  hour  of  the 
night,  and,  as  he  would  say,  unfairly,  to  speu, 
he  could  not  adduce  all  the  arguments  which  be 
should  haye  desired  to  haye  brought  forward  on 
this  occasion.    He  would  still  protest,  and  io  the 
name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Auckland  he  did  pro- 
test^ against  this  loan  and  against  the  psst  loans 
that  they  were  not  responsible  for  the  psymeDj 
of  the  principal  of  these  loans  as  a  whole,  or  w 
the  interest  on  them.    He  thought  it  in»  j^ 
that  an  arbitration  should  take  place,  to  deter- 
mine as  to  what  part  of  the  principal  and  interest 
on  those  loans  Gieat  Brit^  was  responsible  fori 
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under  the  tystem  enforced  upon  this  country; 
and  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  AuoUandi  and 
on  behalf  of  their  defoendanti,  and  those  who 
might  hereafter  ocoupj  the  oountrj,  he  now  pro- 
tested that  it  was  unfair,  and  that  it  was  not 
right  to  call  upon  them  for  payment  of  the 
interest  or  the  principal  of  the  loans,  until  a  fair 
and  just  arbitration  should  take  place  to  settle 
what  proportion  Great  Britain  was  in  justice  com- 
pelled to  pay,  and  what  proportion  should  justly 
and  fairly  fall  on  the  people  of  the  colony  and  the 
people  of  each  proTince.  HaTing  entered  that 
protest,  it  woula  be  known  to  aU  persons,  now 
and  hereafter,  who  intend  to  lend  money  to  New 
Zealand,  that  such  a  protest  had  been  made— 
that  such  a  right  had  been  maintained — that  such 
a  ri^ht  could  be  enforced  when  time  and  oppor- 
tunity came.  He  contended  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Gorernment  towards  those  who  wished  that 
a  fair  discussion  should  haye  taken  .place  on  this 
measure  made  him  feel  more  completely  the 
great  injustice  which  had  been  infliotea  upon  him. 
He  protested,  therefore,  against  the  past  conduct 
and  against  tiie  present  conduct  of  the  QoTem- 
ment.  He  simply  declared  that  he  recorded  his 
protest,  which  he  made  that  night  on  behalf  of 
the  Deople  of  the  FroTince  of  Auckland. 

Mr.  SSES  did  not  intend  to  make  many  re- 
marks to  the  House  on  this  subject,  but  he  con- 
sidered that  the  Goyemment  would  haye  been 
wise,  and  that  it  would  haye  been  expedient  and 
just,  not  to  haye  gone  on  with  the  discussion  to- 
night, but  in  the  day-time,  when  members  would 
have  been  able  to  take  part  in  the  discussion,  if 
any  discussion  had  arisen.  He  did  not  know 
when  the  system  of  borrowing  was  to  come  to  an 
end  in  New  Zealand.  He  faelieyed  that,  under 
the  present  system,  it  would  not  end  so  long  as 
they  got  persons  to  lend  them  money.  It  seemed 
to  amount  to  that.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Ministry  might  well  haye  inyited  discuMion 
before  they  askM  the  House  to  giye  them  au- 
thority to  borrow  an  additional  million  of  money, 
and  which  discussion  should  haye  taken  place  on 
the  Supplementary  Financial  Statement  of  the 
Premier,  in  relation  to  the  borrowing  of  this 
money  and  the  expenditure  of  it.  He  thought 
the  Goyemment  would  see  that  they  had  not 
acted  wisely  in  not  giving  a  few  hours,  in  order 
that  any  member  who  wished  to  do  so  might  dis- 
cuss the  subject  of  these  loans  —  that  they 
might  do  so  at  tbe  proper  time  and  in  a  proper 
spirit.  He  thought  the  step  which  the  nonor- 
able  member  for  we  Thames  had  taken  to-night 
would  meet  with  the  people's  approvaL  Some 
honorable  members  might  smile,  but  these  were 
not  smiling  matters  at  all.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  expression  of  opinion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  would  be  indorsed  by 
the  people  of  Auckland  ;  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikato  knew  as  well  as  he  did  that  that 
opinion  would  be  indorsed  by  a  great  m«ority  of 
toe  people  of  Auckland.  The  people  of  that  pro- 
vince believed  that  thejr  had  been  dealt  with 
oniairly  in  the  past  and  in  the  present,  and  that 
there  was  little  prospect  in  the  future  that  they 
would  be  dealt  with  fairly  by  the  Gh>yemment 
in  relation  to  this  borrowed  mon^«    The  proteet 


of  the  Superintendent  elected  by  the  whole  people, 
and  representing  them  in  a  way  in  which  no  other 
person  could  be  said  to  represent  them,  would  be 
felt  by  the  people  of  Auckland  as  a  protest  on 
their  behalf  in  relation  to  their  liability,  their 
willingness  or  unwillingness  to  pay  untU  a  fair 
arbitration  should  be  made.  They  would  feel 
that  his  statement  was  one  entitled  to  considera- 
tion, and  would  weigh  very  considerably  with 
public  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  borrowing  of 
money.  If  there  was  likely  to  be  strife  or  con- 
tention, or  unwillingness,  to  use  the  mildest  term, 
it  was  unlikely  that  any  persons  would  have  the 
same  confidence  about  the  matter  as  if  they 
knew  that  they  were  dealing  with  those  who  were 
unanimous  in  feeling  and  consistent  in  their  con- 
duct. The  people  of  Auckland,  and  some  honor- 
able members  from  Auckland,  were  now  beginning 
to  find  out  that  their  position  under  this  new 
scheme  would  not  be  cared  for.  He  was  afraid 
they  would  all  find  it  to  be  so.  He  did  not  wish 
to  make  any  threat,  but  he  could  assure  the 
€k>vernmeut  that  they  would  find  it  to  be  a 
very  difficult  matter,  u  the  people  were  utterly 
unwilling  and  utterly  determined  to  oppose  the 
allocation  of  the  debt — ^they  would  find  it  a  dif* 
ficult  thing  to  wring  from  them  the  taxation 
necessary  to  pay  the  interest  and  principal  of  the 
debt.  The  members  from  Auckland  had  not,  he 
was  sorry  to  say,  been  unanimous  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Being  himself  a  representative  of  a  district 
which  had  no  fikvour  to  ask,  he  had  asked  for 
nothing  since  he  had  taken  his  seat  in  Parliament, 
and  did  not  suppose  he  would  have  to  do  so. 
Still,  his  district  contained  a  laige  tax-paying  com- 
munity, who  had  not  received  any  borrowed 
money  and  wero  not  likely  to  receive  any.  It  was 
not  probable,  therefore,  tnat  when  things  of  this 
sort  wero  done  he  would  let  them  pass.  He  did 
not  suppose  the  Biinistry  had  done  it  to  annoy 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames ;  but  they 
had  shown  a  want  of  caro  and  consideration  in 
the  matter,  and  it  was  not  probable  that  would 
lead  to  greater  unanimity  than  at  present  existed. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  Ukely  to  lead  in  the  oppo- 
site direc^n.  The  Bill  would  no  doubt  go  into 
Committee ;  but  the  Ministry  would  see  that  it 
would  be  easy  for  any  two  or  three  members  even 
to  stop  the  business  on  many  of  the  points  that* 
would  arise.  If  they  save  way,  Ministers  must 
understand  that  it  was  because  they  desired,  even 
while  these  wrongs  wero  going  on,  not  to  tie  up 
the  hands  of  the  Ministry  in  resard  to  obtaining 
money,  or  to  cast  a  stumblinff-Uock  in  their  way 
in  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  country.  See- 
ing that  it  would  be  so  easy  to  take  such  a  course, 
and  that  members  like  himself  wero  not  attempt- 
ing to  interpose  difficulties  in  the  way,  he  was 
astonished  that  the  Government  wero  not  willing 
to  meet  the  reasonable  propoution  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  in  regard  to  carry- 
ing on  the  public  business. 

Miyor  ATKINSON  would  like  to  point  out 
that  thero  was  a  fallacy  running  through  the 
arguments  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
GThames  and  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  Bast,  with  rogard  to  the  expendituro 
\  of  these  loans.    The  honorable  member  for  the 
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GnuHUM  appMwnUy  did  nofc  andentand  the 
nature  of  the  busineM.  Theie  wm  no  qoee- 
tion  that  the  loans  which  were  now  being  ex- 
pended were  not  eoeting  iB4  4s.  per  head  to 
the  ooi^munity  aU  over  the  oolony.  Auckland 
p^  rery  little  indeed.  The  loans  were  a  direct 
charge  upon  the  prorinces  in  which  they  were 
spent ;  and  by  the  lime  the  railways  in  Auckland, 
which  were  now  under  contract,  and  for  which 
the  QoTernment  had  taken  rotes,  were  finished, 
Auckland  would  hare  had  her  full  share  in 
proportion  to  her  peculation  and  means.  Honor- 
able members  must  acknowledge  that  it  was 
right  that  all  portions  of  the  colony  should 
bmefit  according  to  their  population  and  income  j 
and  it  was  quite  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
one  portion  was  to  get  the  adnmtage  of  the  ez- 
peniuture  while  another  bore  the  ocet  of  that 
•zpendituie.  He  was  certain,  that  if  they 
analyzed  that  expenditure,  it  would  be  found  that 
if  there  was  any  inequality,  which  he  did  not 
think  would  be  the  case,  it  would  be  found  to 
be  in  fiiTOur  of  Auckland  rather  than  against 
thttt  proTinoe.  If  that  were  found  to  be  the  case, 
it  would  he  quite  right  to  make  an  adjustment. 
The  House  would  no  doubt  under  any  ciroum- 
•tances  do  justice  to  Auckland.  With  regard  to 
the  way  in  which  the  Bill  was  brought  on  that 
night,  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  said 
that  he  was  treated  unfairly — that  he  had  not 
had  time  to  consider  his  aivuments.  He  (Major 
Atkinson)  submitted  that  Sie  Bill  stood  in  such 
a  position  on  the  Order  Paper  that  any  honor- 
able member  might  reasonaU^  ha?e  expected  it 
to  come  on  at  any  time.  When  he  moved  the 
second  readings  of  the  three  financial  Bills,  be 
inyited  the  House,  and  the  House  consented,  to 
take  the  diicussion  upon  the  Financial  State- 
ment. It  was  on  that  understanding  that  the 
House  allowed  him  to  move  the  seoond  read- 
ing in  the  way  he  did,  beoanse  the  whole  of 
these  questions  were  raised  in  the  Finartcial 
Statement.  The  QoTemment  could  not,  tlkere- 
fore,  be  accused  of  hurrying  on  this  Bill  unduly. 
The  House  was  desirous  that  the  Goremment 
should  push  on  the  business  without  delay,  and 
ample  opportunity  had  already  been  given  fo 
discussing  these  measures. 

The  Houae  then  went  into  Oommittee  on  the 
Bill.  Progress  was  reported,  and  leate  given  to  eit 


The  House  a^oumed  at  twenty  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATITB  COUNCIL. 

Tneiday,  24ih  October,  1876. 

Fizat  Basdinffs— Seeond  Beadiags— Tkifd  Beadiiigs— Ks- 
tare  B«aenreB  BiU— DiMMed  Sheep  BiO-^bton 
and  Orediton  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Spxaxxb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'dook. 

Pbatbss. 

FIBST  BLADINGS. 
The  Finanoial  Anangemente  Bill,  the  Intsitato 


Native  Succession  Bill,  the  Otago  and  Wdlingtoa 
Tolls  Bill,  the  Aueklaad  Public  BuUdings  Bill, 
the  Gold  Fields  Act  Amendment  Bill,  the  Gold 
Fields  Act  (No.  1)  Bepeia  Bill,  the  New  Zeslsnd 
Loan  Bill. 

SBCOND  SHADINGS. 
The  Wellington  HoMutal  and  Oollege  Beeerrw 
BiU.         ^^ 

THIRD  BJSADINGS. 
The  Waitara  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Fozton 
Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Counties  Bill 

NATIVB  BBSBHYSS  BILL. 

•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the 
eceond  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  would  be  io 
the  veooUeotion  of  honorable  memben  that,  in 
the  year  1878,  an  Act  known  as  the  Nsli?e 
Beserves  Act  was  introduoed  into  the  Council 
after  having  been  piwiously  passed  in  the  Hcose 
of  Bepresentatives.  That  Aob  dealt  comprehen- 
sively with  the  whole  question  of  Native  re^ 
eerves,  and  in  respect  oa  their  dassificstion  it 
appeared  to  him  to  have  sncoeeded  to  a  vwy 
great  extent.  When  that  measure  was  read  s 
second  time  in  tlie  Oouneil  it  was  refened  to 
a  Select  Committee,  and  alter  receiving  carefiil 
consideration  the  amendments  which  were  reeom- 
meoded  by  the  Oommittee  to  be  made  wwe 
adapted  by  the  Oouneil,  and  the  BUI  was  tkes 
passed  nearly  as  it  was  modified  in  Committee. 
Amongst  the  meet  important  oi  the  ameodmeBti 
effected  by  the  Committee  vras  that  one  which 
now  stood  as  eh^use?  in  the  Act  of  1878.  In  ^ 
Native  Beservee  Bill,  as  it  came  to  the  Oounoilia 
1878,  there  stood  as  ofaose  16  a  provision  for  ft 
Committee  of  Advice^  composed  ot  Native  chiefo 
who  were  to  be  the  guides  of  the  Oommisuooer 
in  dealing  with  qoestions  relating  to  Nstive  re- 
serves. By  the  Beleot  Oommittee  it  was  reoom- 
mended  that  that  clause  should  be  erased,  and 
that  the  dause  which  now  stood  as  daase  7  of 
the  Bill  should  be  inserted.    It  was  as  ibllows:— 

*'  In  every  district  created  under  this  Act  theie 
shall  be  elected  by  the  Natives  resident  in  the 
district  from  amongst  themselves,  in  manner  to  be 
regulated  by  the  Gbveraor  in  Council,  three  pe^ 
SOBS  as  Assistant  Commiesionen,  who,  togew 
with  the  Native  Beserves  Commissioner  9iW0^^ 
as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  shall  form  a  Scsid  of 
Direction  for  the  administration  of  the  Native 
reserves  in  such  district.  Of  every  such  Board 
the  Native  Beeerves  Commissioner,  appointed  si 
aforesaid,  shall  be  tibe  dhairman. 

"  The  Native  Beserves  Commissioner  Atii  frm 
time  to  time,  as  he  mi^  deem  desirable,  oall  • 
meeting  of  the  Board,  who  shall,  bya  migorily  n 
its  members,  decide  on  all  matters  connected  with 
Native  reserves  in  the  district  for  which  they  ve 
constituted ;  and  no  sale,  lease,  or  exAaoge  of 
any  Native  reserve  shaU  be  effecfcsd  "^^^ 
such  decision  being  first  obtained  and  '^^tr 
upon  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Board. 

It  was  heUl-Hmd  the  doctrine  had  his  per^m^ 
empathy— that  there  was  an  opportoaity  ft^ 
forded  by  this  provision  of  interesting  the  ableit 
and  most  inteUignt  of  the  Nattves  in  the  nea- 
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agement  of  their  own  ftffiun,  and  tbai,  bj 
asaociatinff  them  with  a  CommiMioner  on  these 
Boards,  &ej  woold  receire  a  certain  education 
which  might  be  Teiy  nsefol  to  themselyes  and  to 
the  coontiy.  But  it  did  not  appear  that  that 
Act  was  erer  nraotioallj  brongfat  into  operation. 
The  districts  whioh  the  GoTemor  was  aathorised 
to  make  and  proclaim  bj  the  Act  were  not  so 
made,  and  oonseqoently  the  Act,  to  that  extent 
at  leasts  had  remained  in  abeyance.  The  6h>- 
remment  appeared  to  hare  beoi  mored,  in  their 
dealing  with  this  question,  by  two  oonsiderations. 
One  of  them,  and  the  chief,  might  be  said  to  be 
stated  in  the  memorandum  by  Mr.  liaekay,  Oom- 
missioner  of  Natire  Beserres  in  the  South  Island. 
He  would  quote  two  passages  from  this  report,  as 
showing  the  chief  objections  which  were  ndsed 
departmentally — ^if  one  might  so  term  it— to  the 
making  of  districts,  and  the  bringing  of  this  part 
of  the  Act  into  operation.    Mr.  Mackay  said, — 

"By  section  7  a  Board  of  Commissioners  is 
orsated,  without  whose  consent  no  dealing  can  be 
effected  with  any  portion  of  a  Natiye  reserre ; 
and  clause  19  sup«radds  the  necessity  of  the 
assent  of  the  Gbvemor  being  obtained  to  Talidate 
all  dispositions  of  land  that  may  be  agreed  on  by 
the  Board,  thereby  creating  further  difficulty  and 
delay  in  the  traasaotion  of  business,  besides 
troubling  the,  Goremor  and  his  Advisers  with 
matters  of  local  character,  of  whioh  they  can  hare 
but  little  knowledge,  however  clear  the  circum- 
stanoss  of  each  case  are  explained ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  it  lays  the  GoTcmment  open  to  the 
accusation  offaTouritism  in  event  of  a  lease  being 
sanctioned  in  fiivour  of  a  political  supporter,  in 
preference  to  a  person  holdm^  opposite  views. . . . 

*'  Another  grave  objection  u  the  constitution  of 
the  Board  of  Management.  Besides  opening  a 
way  to  private  designs,  it  does  not  effect  the  ob- 
ject in  view — •.«.  to  give  the  Natives  a  voice  in 
the  management  of  their  property.  It  would 
simply  dqthe  A,  B,  and  0,  of  the  Native  race, 
with  the  power  to  deal  arbitrarily  with  the  pro- 
perty of  tribes  to  which  they  neither  belong,  nor 
have  any  sentiment  in  common  with.  Had  the 
Act  of  1878  been  brought  into  effective  operation, 
this  intermeddling  with  lands  of  other  tribes  by 
the  Native  membors  of  the  Board  would  have  had 
the  ellect  of  rousing  tribal  jealousies ;  the  Natives, 
as  a  race,  being  most  impatient  of  interference  in 
remrd  to  landed  proper^." 

This  was  what  mignt  be  called  the  general  ob- 
jection from  the  departmental  point  of  view. 
There  was  another  objection  wnioh  he  might 
define  to  be  of  a  spe<aal  character,  and  which 
existed  itself  in  the  form  of  certain  local  in- 
terests upon  whioh,  frtmi  the  point  of  view  of 
the]  persons  interested,  it  was  declared  that  the 
Act  would  operate  very  unfortonately.  A  peti- 
tion was  presented  to  the  Gk>vemment  shortly 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act  firom  a  number  of 
lessees  interested  in  the  property  known  as  the 
Oreymouth  Reserve,  pointing  out  the  danger  to 
their  own  interest  and  to  the  progress  of  the 
district  whioh  might  result  from  bringing  the 
Act  into  force  in  that  particular  district.  The 
settlers  on  the  Oreymouth  Reserve  numbered 
•boot  400,  and  the  improvements  they  had  made 


upon  allotments — ^which  they  held  under  lease 
for  twenty-one  years — were  represented  as  being 
Terr  considerable.  These  improvements  micht 
probably  be  valued  at  £40,000.  It  was  said  that 
there  was  an  understanding  implied — ^implied,  he 
believed,  because  he  was  not  able  to  find  any 
direct  or  positive  proof  of  this  understanding, 
though  its  existence  was  asserted  on  the  one  side, 
and  was  not  denied  on  the  other-^with  these 
lessees  at  the  time  of  their  first  oconpation 
of  the  land,  that  they  would  be  entiUed  to  a 
renewal  of  their  leases.  It  was  fisared  or  asserted 
— he  supposed  upon  sufficient  grounds— that  if 
this  Act  were  brought  into  operation  and  a  Board 
of  Natives  constituted,  those  promises  could  not 
be  fulfilled,  inasmuch  as  the  Natives  directly 
interested  in  the  land — who  numbered  about 
twenty^—were  unanimous  in  their  declaration 
that  at  the  termination  of  the  existing  leases 
no  renewal  would  be  granted.  He  did  not  indeed 
know  whether  this  fear  had  a  sufficient  founda> 
tion,  but  there  was  no  doubt  that  it  was  very 
general  amonnt  the  lessees,  and  they  had,  at 
least,  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Mackay  that  it  was 
not  wholly  without  foundation,  because,  he  be- 
lieved that,  it  was  upon  his  reoonmiendation 
chiefly,  that  portion  of  the  Act  was  not  brought 
into  operation.  No  doubt,  there  was  a  good  deal 
to  be  said  in  favour  of  giving  the  lessees  of  the 
Gheymouth  Reserve— the  land  forming  a  very 
large  and  important  portion  of  the  township- 
such  a  length  of  tenure  as  would  be  an  induce- 
ment to  them  to  put  up  a  better  and  more  sub- 
stantial class  of  Duildmgs  than  the  flimsy  and 
slightly-constructed  edifices  which  usually  graced 
a  new  gold  fields  town  in  process  of  development. 
The  necessity  of  taking  some  action  in  this  matter 
had  been  pressed  won  the  Oovemment  from 
■eveial  directions.  Honourable  gentlemen  who 
represented  the  district  were  rery  anxious  that  a 
considemtion  of  this  question  in  the  interest  of 
their  district  should  be  had,  and  accordingly  this 
Bill  had  been  prepared;  and  in  the  absence  of  his 
honorable  colleague  the  Native  Minister  from  an- 
other place,  through  illness,  he  had  undertaken 
to  take  charge  of  it,  and  to  introduce  it  into  the 
Ck)unoil.  It  proposed  to  extend  the  classification 
of  Native  reserves  made  in  the  Act  of  1878 ;  also 
to  abolish  the  Board  of  Oommissioners  which  was 
intended  to  be  constituted  by  the  Act  of  1878, 
and  to  repose  in  the  Commissioner  the  power — in-  - 
dependently,  or  sulgect  to  appeal  for  the  oonsent 
of  the  Natives  in  certain  cases— of  dealing  with 
those  reserves,  a  power  which  he  was  to  have 
simply  as  a  member  of  the  Board  in  conjunction 
with  other  members  under  the  Act  of  1878.  It 
made  another  proposition  also  in  the  6th  clause, 
providing  for  giving  extended  leases  of  land  for 
building  purposes ;  and  in  the  7th  clause  a  very 
important  proposition  was  made  to  give  authority 
for  converting  a  leasehold  tenure  into  a  fee-simple 
in  consideration  of  a  rent  charge  which  should  be 
perpetual,  lliose  were  the  most  important  pro* 
visions  of  the  Bill  to  which  he  wished  to  direet 
the  attention  of  the  Ooundl.  The  changes  were 
rei^  important,  as  they  were  the  revenal  of  a 
policy  wnich,  as  he  had  said,  afler  careful  con* 
sidavalion,  was  aeoepted  by  the  Oonnoil  two  yean 
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ago.  He  thought,  if  the  Bill  were  read  a  second 
time,  it  would  be  proper  on  this,  as  on  a  former 
occasion,  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Oomraittee,  in 
order  that  eridenoe  more  precise  than  he  had 
been  able  to  gire  in  the  introduction  of  this  Bill, 
as  to  the  necessity  for  the  proposed  alteration, 
should  be  obtained. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  NGATATA  said  that  he  had 
something  to  say  in  reference  to  this  Bill,  because 
he  heard  it  repealed  the  Act  of  1873.  The  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen  said  that  the  Act  of  1878  was  assented 
to  by  the  Council.  He  spoke  now,  because  this 
matter  had  reference  to  the  Natives.  If  it  had 
been  a  Bill  referring  to  European  lands,  he  would 
not  haye  anything  to  say.  This  Bill  had  refer- 
ence to  the  other  island,  but  it  was  to  have  an 
influence  over  this  island  as  well.  His  feeling 
with  regard  to  this  Bill  was  that  he  would  not 
consent  to  it  at  all,  because  it  had  an  influence 
oyer  all  the  Native  lands,  and  the  Natives  held  a 
great  many  lands.  The  Act  of  1873  was  a  very 
good  Act,  and  Native  Commissioners  should  be 
appointed  to  control  their  own  reserves.  It  was 
not  right  that  only  Europeans  should  have  con- 
trol over  the  reserves,  because  those  lands  be- 
longed to  the  Natives.  According  to  this  Bill,  it 
was  robbing  the  Natives  of  their  lands.  It  was 
taking  the  land,  and  shifting  the  Natives  off. 
The  Bill  was  not  at  all  dear.  He  saw  nothing 
good  in  it  as  regarded  the  Maoris.  He  had  not 
seen  anything  so  bad  introduced  this  year  against 
the  Maori  race.  There  were  different  laws  for 
the  Europeans  and  the  Maoris.  The  Maoris 
were  excluded  from  having  anything  to  do  with 
their  own  lands,  and  only  the  Europeans  had  a 
voice  in  the  matter.  Therefore  he  would  say  to 
the  Council,  Let  the  thing  be  properly  done. 
This  was  the  House  that  introduced  the  Bills. 
He  considered  that  this  was  the  House  which  had 
the  greatest  authority.  He  thought  his  position 
in  that  House  was  that  he  should  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  Natives,  and  see  that  they  had 
justice  done  to  them.  He  was  not  able  to  speak 
much  to-day,  because  he  was  not  well ;  but  let 
other  members  speak.  He  moved.  That  the  Bill 
be  read  that  day  six  months. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  said  that  al- 
though he  was  not  prepared  to  suggest  the  adop- 
tion of  so  decided  a  course  as  that  which  had  been 
proposed  by  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Wi  Tako 
Ngatata,  yet,  that  course  having  been  proposed, 
he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  record  his  vote  in 
&vour  of  the  honorable  member's  proposition. 
His  honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary  had 
given  them  a  very  fair,  impartial,  and  he  be- 
lieved correct  account  of  the  Act  of  1878 ;  and 
after  hearing  that  account,  he  believed  honorable 
members  could  arrive  at  no  other  conclusion  than 
that  they  were  not  justified  in  passing  a  Bill 
virtually  repealing  the  Act  of  1878,  until  that 
Act  had  been  brought  into  operation.  The 
object  of  the  Act  of  1878,  as  stated  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary  in  introducing  the  Bill  into 
the  Council,  was  amongst  other  things  to  accus- 
tom the  Natives  to  the  manasement  of  their  own 
aiftirs.  The  honorable  gentleman  on  that  occa- 
sion told  the  Council  that  there  was  a  provision 
under   which    Natives    intererted    in    reserves 


should  be  associated  with  the  ComnussioDers  ap- 
pointed in  their  special  districts.  The  BUI  m 
the  form  in  which  it  was  introduced  was  not 
acceptable  to  many  honorable  members,  and  wu 
especially  unacceptable  to  his  honorable  friesdi 
the  Maori  members.  Those  honorable  gentlemen 
took  action  in  the  matter,  and  the  result  wss  thit 
the  Bill  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of 
the  Council.  In  that  Select  Committee  they 
were  favoured  with  the  attendance  of  the  Hon. 
the  Native  Minister,  as  he  thought  the  Colomal 
Secretary  would  romember,  and  many  details  of 
the  Bill  were  considered  when  thai  hooorsbk 
gentleman  was  present ;  and  unless  his  memoiy 
strangely  misled  him,  the  Hon.  the  Native  Minii^ 
ter  himself  was  a  concurring  party  to  the  sctioa 
taken  by  the  Committee  in  constituting  a  Bosid 
of  Commissioners  to  be  presided  over  by  a  Euro- 
pean, but  of  which  the  members,  with  that  excep- 
tion, should  be  representatives  of  the  Maori  rsce. 
He  believed  his  memory  did  not  mislead  him 
in  this  respect;  but,  at  any  rate,  that  view 
was  adoptea  by  the  Committee.  It  was  sdopted 
also  by  the  Council,  and  the  amendment  wm 
accepted  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislaton. 
The^ill,  with  these  important  provisions,  pssMd 
into  law,  and  for  the  last  three  years  that  law 
had  romained  upon  the  Statute  Book.  If  at  any 
time  during  the  last  three  years  any  honorable 
member  of  the  Council  had  been  asked  what 
was  the  law  affecting  Native  reserres,  he 
would  naturally  have  turned  over  the  Statate 
Book,  and  from  the  Statate  Book  he  woold 
have  declared  what  the  law  was ;  bat  if  he 
had  done  so,  he  would  certainlv  have  fallen  into 
a  great  mistake.  Although  the  law  had  been 
on  the  Statute  Book  for  the  last  three  yean, 
it  had  not  been  brought  into  operation.  It  wu 
not  a  permisaive  measure  the  Council  paaied; 
it  was  as  much  imperative  on  the  Government 
to  carry  into  effect  that  law  as  it  was  imperatiTe 
upon  them  to  carry  into  effect  any  other  Isw  the 
lii^slatun  passed ;  and  vet,  in  spite  of  that,  for 
three  years  that  law  had  remained  a  dead- 
letter,  and,  as  admitted  in  the  present  Bill,  had 
not  been  brought  into  operation.  It  would  ap- 
pear that,  on  the  11th  July  in  this  ^ear— that 
was,  nearly  three  years  after  the  passing  of  ibe 
Act — an  application  was  made  by  the  Natire 
Department  to  Mr.  Mackay  to  prepare  an 
amendment  of  the  Act.  Mr.  Maosay  pT^ 
pared  that  amendment  in  thirty-five  daji, 
and  it  was  now  before  them  in  the  meaBure 
which  they  wero  asked  to  read  a  second  time. 
He  satherod  from  Mr.  Biackay's  letter  that 
the  Act  had  not  been  brought  into  operation 
because  it  was  anticipated  that  there  would  be 
opposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Native  Commis- 
sioners, to  the  view  taken  by  the  Native  Beeerfet 
Commissioner  upon  various  important  matters. 
It  was  possible  that  that  would  have  been  the 
case,  it  was  possible  that  complications  might 
arise ;  but  it  was  not  for  the  Government,  nor 
was  it  for  the  Native  Department  nor  any  other 
department  of  the  Gbvemment,  to  decide  upon 
a  question  of  policy  that  had  already  been 
decided -upon  bv  the  Legislature.  The  ^^^P'^ 
turo  determined  that  there  should  be  a  Bosid 


1876.] 


Native 


[COUNCIL.] 


Betervet  Sill. 


677 


of  CommUsionen,  of  whom  all,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  ChainneQ,  should  be  members  of  the 
Maori  race,  and  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
Goyemment  to  giro  effect  to  that  law.  The 
Natiye  Department  should  have  yielded  to  that 
decision  of  the  Legislature,  and  they  ousht  not 
to  hare  taken  upon  themselves  the  duty  of 
refusing  to  give  effect  to  an  Act  because  they 
disagreed  with  the  policy  upon  which  that  Act 
was  founded.  Ho  would  not  say  whether  the 
Tiew  which  the  Natiye  Department  took  of  the 
probable  effect  of  the  Maori  members  being  on 
that  Commission  was  a  correct  one  or  not.  As 
far  as  he  had  seen  of  the  Maoris,  he  was  bound 
to  bear  evidence  in  their  favour  to  this  extent : 
that  ther  were  as  a  people  a  very  fair  dealing 
race,  and  he  would  as  soon  trust  himself  or  his 
interests  to  a  number  of  Maoris  taken  indiscri- 
minately as  he  would  trust  his  interests  to  a 
number  of  Europeans  taken  indiscriminately. 
He  did  not  wish  to  inquire  whether  the  riow 
taken  by  the  Oovemmcnt  was  a  correct  one  or 
not,  but  whafhe  did  say  was  this,  that,  wliaterer 
view  they  took,  it  was  not  right  for  them  to  refuse  to 
carry  out  the  intention  of  the  LegisUture.  It  was 
their  bounden  duty  to  carry  out  the  law  of  the 
land.  If  they  disapproTed  of  that  measure,  there 
was  a  constitutional  means  open  to  them,  as  the 
GoTcrnor  po:«8essed  the  right  of  veto  ;  but  if  the 
Oovemor  did  not  exercise  that  veto,  then  no 
other  course  was  open  to  them  than  loyally  to 
carry  it  into  effect.  With  reference  to  this  BiU, 
he  would  at  once  state  that  he  had  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  go  through  it.  It  was  no  use  going 
through  a  Bill  if  they  did  not  know  when  it 
passed  into  law  whether  it  would  be  carried  out  or 
not,  and  that  was  what  he  felt  in  relation  to  this 
legislation.  If  they  passed  a  Bill,  and  for  three 
years  it  was  allowed  to  remain  on  the  Statute 
Book  without  being  brought  into  operation  and 
without  being  given  effect  to,  what  conBdeuce 
would  they  have  in  passing  another  Bill,  and 
what  guarantee  would  there  oe  that  it  would  not 
be  treated  in  the  same  way  ?  It  appeared  to  him 
to  be  their  bounden  duty  to  express  their  dissatis- 
fiaction  with  the  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
the  past  by  throwing  out  this  Bill.  By  doing  so, 
he  did  not  wish  to  give  anv  expression  of  opinion 
as  regarded  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  but  wished 
only  to  indicate  that  he  regarded  with  dissatis- 
faction the  oonduct  of  the  Government  iu  not 
giving  effect  to  the  Act  of  1873,  or  in  not  earlier 
seeking  to  repeal  that  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  differed  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  in 
til  is  respect.  So  far  from  not  having  read  this 
Bill,  he  nad  read  it  very  carefully,  and  considered 
its  provisions.  He  had  been  prepared  to  give  his 
support  to  the  Bill ;  but,  after  the  speech  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  he  believed  there  were  very 
few  Bills  that  would  come  before  the  Council  to 
which  he  would  give  the  same  hearty  and  con- 
scientious opposition.  It  was  not  so  much  on 
account  of  tne  provisions  of  the  Bill  that  he  took 
this  course  as  owing  to  the  reasons  the  honorable 
gentleman  laid  before  the  Council  for  the  adop- 
tion of  those  provisions.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  said  he  had  no  oonfidence  that  this  Bill 
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would  be  brought  into  effect  any  more  than  the 
former  Act.  The  general  inference  to  bi  drawn 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary's  speech  was  that  in 
the  case  of  the  former  measure  there  was  a  pro- 
bability of  a  collision  of  certain  European  inter- 
ests, real  or  supposed,  present  or  prospective, 
which  were  protected  in  this  Bill.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouae  mi^ht 
have  thorough  oonffdence  that  this  Bill,  if  it 
were  put  upon  the  Statute  Book,  would,  so  far 
as  those  provisions  were  concerned,  be  carried 
carefully  into  effect.  But  the  one  point  in  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  speech  which  settled  his  con- 
victions in  regard  to  this  matter  was  this:  The 
honorable  gentleman,  if  he  heard  him  correctly, 
referred  to  some  promises  with  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  lessees  at  Greymouth,  or  some 
reserve  on  the  West  Coast,  where  at  present  they 
were  holding  land  on  twenty-one  years'  leases, 
upon  which  they  had  erected  buildings  of  a  fabu- 
lous value,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  spoke  in 
the  vaguest  possible  manner'of  there  having  been 
a  sort  of  understanding  by  some  person  author- 
ized for  a  renewal  of  the  leases  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time.  He  then  went  on  to  say  tliat  there 
were  400  inhabitants  or  lessees — hb  (Mr.  Man- 
tell)  forgot  which — interested  in  this  matter,  and 
on  the  other  side  a  contemptible  number  of 
twenty  Natives.  Well,  here  was  a  question  of 
a  promise  of  the  vaguest  kind  which  it  appeared 
they  were  called  upon  to  put  the  Government  in 
a  position  to  carry  out  by  altering  legislation, 
which  had  been  kept  in  abeyance,  as  far  as  they 
could  make  out,  lest  it  should  interfere  with  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  give  effect  to  this 
ghost  of  a  promise.  On  the  other  hand,  he  could 
not  forget,  either  then  or  at  any  other  time,  pro- 
mises of  far  greater  importance  which  had  been 
made  to  the  Natives,  and  had  never  been  realized 
by  the  Government.  The  Council  were  never 
called  upon  to  pass  any  Act  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  fulfil  their  promises  to  Natives  of  the 
Middle  Island ;  and  why  ?  Simply  because  the 
Natives  were  few  iu  number,  and  could  not  en- 
force their  claims.  He  would  have  a  chronic 
contempt  for  himself  if,  on  the  grounds  on  which 
the  passing  of  this  Bill  was  advocated  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  he  were  induced  to  give  his 
vote  for  the  second  reading.  He  regretted  that 
he  was  unable  to  go  very  fully  into  the  subject. 
It  was  one  of  those  matters  which  certainly 
aroused  one's  indignation  to  a  very  great  extent, 
and  he  was  sorry  he  was  not  quite  well  enough 
to  go  into  it  this  session. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  said  that,  coming 
from  the  place  particularly  interested  in  this  Bil^ 
he  desired  to  say  one  or  two  words.  He  felt 
somewhat  surprised  that  honorable  members 
should  object  to  the  Bill,  particularly  on  the 
ground  that  they  had  not  read  it,  and  because  a 
former  measure  had  never  been  acted  upon.  He 
had  noticed  some  time  back  that  a  wholesale  con- 
demnation of  certain  Bills  had  taken  place  in  that 
Chamber,  but  reasons  were  assigned  which  were 
more  or  less  well  founded.  He  had  never  yet 
heard  a  Bill  opposed  because  a  former  Act  had 
not  been  carriea  out.  Of  course,  he  could  only 
speak  from  a  Greymouth  point  of  view  as  to 


578 


Native 


[COUNCIL.]  Beierves  Sill  [Oct.  24 


NatiTe  affairt.  Whether  this  Bill  woald  affect 
the  Ifatires  of  thfi  Korth  Island  or  not,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  ta^;  but  he  could  cay  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary,  and  in  hd  almost  com- 

Eulsory,  that  some  Act  should  be  passed  to  regu- 
kte  the  affairs  of  the  lessors  and  lessees  in  the 
town  of  Q-reymouth.  It  had  been  stated,  and 
was  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Native  Com- 
missioner, that  the  people  of  Greymouth  had  in- 
Tested  yery  largely  m  buildings  on  Natiye  land. 
It  was  not  only,  as  had  been  said,  to  the  extent  of 
£40,000  that  these  investments  had  been  made ; 
but  he  could  state,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  it  was  to  the  extent  of  £100,000.  But  what 
had  been  the  state  of  affairs  there  ?  There  was  a 
time  when  the  Natives  had  the  leasing  of  the 
land  in  their  own  hands ;  but  the  Qovemment 
stepped  in,  and  rightly  so,  because  designing 
peofue  of  our  own  race  took  advantage  of  the  Na- 
tiTOs,  and  made  good  barons  for  themselves. 
But  ever  since  then  the  Native  Commissioner  had 
arranged  affairs  between  the  lessors  and  lessees. 
What  was  the  case,  however  ?  There  were  about 
100  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  G-reymouth 
which  had  been  let  to  the  people  there,  and 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  rent  from  those  100 
acres  amounted  to  from  £8,000  to  £4,000  a 
year.  That,  honorable  sentlemen  would  admit, 
was  a  very  fair  rent,  ii  not  an  excessive  one. 
And  what  did  the  people  of  Ghvjmouth  de- 
sire ?  They  did  not  require  to  have  their  rents 
reduced  —  they  did  not  even  ask  for  that ; 
but  they  desired  to  be  a  little  safer  in  their 
tenure.  Hitherto  the  renewal  of  the  leases  by 
the  Native  Commissioner  had  been  granted  more 
as  a  favour,  although  at  the  very  beginning  a 
promise  was  held  out  to  the  tenants  that  the 
leases  would  be  renewed  from  time  to  time. 
Latterly  the  leases  had  been  renewed  for  a  period 
of  twenty-one  years.  Therefore  it  would  be  seen 
by  honorable  members  that,  in  any  case,  there 
was  a  necessity  for  arranging  the  position  between 
the  Natives  and  Europeans  in  the  tolm  of  Grey- 
mouth.  As  he  had  stated  before,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  how  far  the  Bill  would  affect  Native 
reserves  in  the  North  Island,  but  he  was  positive 
that  the  question  of  the  Native  reserves  in  the 
Middle  Island,  or  at  least  in  the  Province  of 
.Westland,  required  to  be  looked  into  by  the 
Legislature,  in  order  to  give  the  occupiers  of 
those  reserves  a  more  secure  tenure  than  they  at 
present  possessed.  It  had  been  stated  in  the 
Council,  and  he  thought  also  in  the  report  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Mackay,  that  the  uncertain  tenure  of 
(lie  land  had  prevented  the  inhabitants  of  Grey- 
mouth  from  erecting  more  substantial  buildings. 
If  honorable  members,  however,  were  acquainted 
with  that  town,  they  would  know  that  already 
yeiy  substantial  buildings  had  been  erected  on 
the  Native  reserves;  and  if  more  reliable  arrange- 
ments were  come  to  between  the  Natives  and 
Europeans,  there  was .  not  the  least  doubt  that 
most  substantial  and  valuable  buildings  would  be 
erected  in  the  place.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  town  of  Greymouth  was  not  entirely 
dependent  on  the  gold  fields.  The  resources  of 
that  district  were  so  manifold,  and  the  coal  de- 
posits so  valuable,  that  there  was  every  reason  to 


hope  Greymouth  would  become  the  Newcastle  of 
New  Zealand  before  long.  For  those  reasons  he 
hoped  honorable  members  would  agree  to  the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  or  at  least  the  clauBO  which 
referred  to  the  leasing  of  the  land  in  the  town  of 
Greymouth.  He  would  be  prepared  to  consent 
to  any  amendments  that  might  be  considered 
necessary,  if  only  they  could  arrive  at  a  more 
satisfactory  arrangement  between  the  Native 
owners  and  the  European  occupiers  of  the  re- 
serves in  Greymouth. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  was  rery  sorry 
he  could  not  support  the  amendment  of  his 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Wi  Tako,  and  he  could  not 
do  so  in  the  interests  of  a  small  portion  of  the 
Maori  race.  He  was  on  the  PnbUc  Petitions 
Committee  when  the  question  of  the  Grcnpmouth 
Native  Beserve  came  under  consideration.  It 
was  before  the  Committee  for  several  days ;  they 
had  ample  evidence  upon  it,  and  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
thing  to  place  that  reserve  in  the  hands  of  the 
Maori  people,  because  they  would  sell  the  land, 
and  their  families  and  children  be  left  beggars. 
The  Committee  formed  the  opinion  that  it  was 
very  desirable  that  sixty  years'  leases,  with  a  fresh 
assessment  at  the  end  of  every  twenty-one  years, 
should  be  given  to  those  who  were  at  pieoent  in 
the  occupation  of  the  reserves.  For  that  reason 
he  was  bound  to  support  this  Bill  as  it  stood ;  and 
he  regretted,  that  in  the  interests  of  a  portion  of 
the  Maori  race,  he  could  not  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  trusted  the  Conndl 
would  deal  with  this  Bill  with  perhaps  an  ex- 
ceptional amount  of  consideration,  mainly  owing 
to  the  fact  that  it  had  been  introduced  so  late  in 
the  session,  and  that  not  through  any  fiialt 
of  the  Government,  but  chiefly,  he  believed,  in 
consequence  of  the  unfortunate  indisposition  of 
his  honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Seoretarj. 
He  thought  that  the  proposal  whidi  had  been 
made  by  the  Colonial  Becretazy  was  one  which 
would  commend  itself  to  the  Council  as  being 
a  more  &ir  and  equitable  mode  of  dealing  with 
this  Bill  than  accepting  the  amendment  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata  to  postpone  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  for  six  months  without 
any  further  consideration.  Li  his  opinion,  the 
reference  to  a  Select  Committee,  where  the 
matters  that  had  been  alluded  to  could  be  more 
thoroughly  dealt  with,  would  be  the  proper 
course  to  adopt  with  reference  to  a  measure  such 
as  this,  which  really  affected  not  only  the  Maori 
proprietors  of  the  reserve,  but  also  a  very  large 
number  of  European  proprietors  and  many 
important  and  valuable  interests.  He  there- 
fore trusted  the  Council  would  see  its  way 
to  allow  the  BiU  to  go  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, with  a  view  of  having  the  fuller  inqoiry 
which  would  be  afforded  by  that  means.  With 
reference  to  the  objections  that  had  been  taken  to 
the  measure  up  to  the  present  time,  he  tlioaght 
they  really  comprised  only  two  questions.  One 
was  that  named  by  the  £[on.  Mr.  Ngatata,  tliat 
the  Bill  interfered  not  only  with  l^ds  in  the 
Middle  Island  —  to  which  he  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  did  not  object — but  also 
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irith  UndB  in  the  North  Island ;  and  the  other 
point  was  that  started  by  the  Hon.  1&.  Water- 
nouse,  that  because  the  Act  of  1873  had  not  been 
brought  into  operation  it  was  right  that  a  protest 
ihould  be  entered  against  the  action  of  the  Gto- 
Temment  in  that  respect  He  apprehended  that 
neither  of  those  objections  would  be  considered 
sufficient  to  lead  to  the  postponement  of  the  Bill. 
With  referenoe  to  the  objection  of  the  Hon.  Bir. 
Waterhouse,  he  thought  the  honorable  gentleman 
might  be  satisfied  by  testifying  in  his  place  in  the 
Council  his  condemnation  of  the  course  that  was 
adopted.  That  would  be  sufficient  to  relicTC  the 
honorable  gentleman's  mind  of  any  responsibility 
as  to  bein^  a  consenting  party  to  the  Act  havinff 
remained  m  abeyance ;  and  he  thought  it  should 
not  be  allowed  to  weigh  against  the  yery  impor- 
tant interests  which  this  J3iU  proposed  to  deal 
with.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  inter- 
ference with  lands  in  the  North  Island^  he 
thought  a  perusal  of  the  yerv  Taluable  memoran- 
dum by  Mr.  Mackay,  and  also  of  the  Bill  itself, 
would  conTince  honorable  members — and  if  it 
did  not,  he  was  sure  eridence  could  be  procured 
that  would— that  only  a  very  small  section  of 
lands  in  the  North  Island,  and  very  few  of  the 
Katiyes  there,  would  be  affected  by  the  operation 
of  this  BilL  He  found,  on  referenoe  to  the  Bill 
and  to  the  memorandum  of  Mr.  Mackay,  that  the 
Katiye  reseryes  were  olassifiejl  into  fiye  different 
sections  ;  and  in  page  2  of  Mr.  Mackay's  report 
he  found  a  recognition  of  the  principle  which 
was  affirmed  by  the  Act  of  1873,  and  which  was 
giyen  effect  to  in  the  Bill  now  proposed  to  be 
read  a  second  time.  Mr.  Mackay,  in  his  memo- 
randum, said, — 

"  The  Assembly,  in  passing  the  Act  of  1873, 
haying  declared  its  belief  that  it  was  advisable 
that  the  Natiyes  should  haye  a  yoioe  in  the 
management  of  their  lauds,  this  right  has  been 
extended  to  them  in  the  case  of  reseryes  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  class." 

Therefore  reference  to  the  Bill  would  show  that 
a  yery  large  and  important  series  of  the  reseryes 
would  stiH  continue  to  be  administered  in  ac- 
eordance  with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  parts  of  the  reserves  that  were  more 
particularly  connected  with  the  West  Coast  were 
those  comprised  in  sections  2,  8,  and  4 ;  and  he 
might  say  that  handing  those  over  to  the  Com- 
missioner to  deal  with  would  affect  to  a  yery 
small  degree  any  lands  in  the  North  Island,  and 
would  affect  a  yery  small  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  that  island.  With  reference  to  the  lands 
in  Greymouth,  he  thought  he  might  be  pardoned 
for  quoting  from  a  return  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Council  to  show  what  was  really  the  extent  of  the 
interests  concerned.  He  found  that  during  the 
year  1875-76  there  had  been  no  less  a  sum  than 
d^4,213  received  from  the  rents  of  those  reserves, 
and,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, this  money  had  been  received  mainly  for 
the  benefit  of  about  twenty  or  twenty-five  Na- 
tives. The  Council  would  see  that  a  veiy  large 
European  population — upwards  of  at  least  500 
tenants — were  affected  by  this  question  of  the 
reseryes.  The  question  of  the  tenure  they  ought 
to  hold  had  been  ft  matter  of  rery  serious  con- 


sideration to  all  who  were  occupiers  of  those 
reseryes  for  a  number  of  years  past,  and  efforts 
had  been  made  in  various  directions  to  get  that 
security  of  tenure  without  which  no  town  could 
possibly  progress.  And  he  might  say  here  that  the 
larger  part  of  the  business  portion  of  the  town  of 
G-reymouth  was  built  upon  this  Native  land,  and 
therefore  it  was  that  the  matter  was  so  pressing. 
He  would  further  add,  in  connection  with  the  oc- 
cupation of  these  Native  lands,  that  the  lessees 
had  gone  to  very  considerable  expense  indeed  in 
the  shape  of  taxation  and  private  subscriptions 
in  order  to  preserve  this  Native  property. 
Honorable  members  must  be  well  aware  of  the 
very  serious  fioods  which  occurred  from  time  to 
time  in  the  G-rey  Biver.  They  had  out  away  a 
very  Birge  portion  of  this  Native  reserve ;  and 
without  very  considerable  expenditure  having 
been  incurred  by  the  tenants,  to  which  he  be- 
lieved the  Native  Trust  only  contributed  to  a 
very  small  extent,  the  whole  of  the  property 
would  have  been  rendered  utterly  valueless,  and 
the  Natives  would  not  have  been  in  receipt  of  the 
lai^e  rents  they  are  now  obtaining.  He  thought 
also  that  it  was  a  matter  of  very  considerable  im- 
portance that  engagements,  whether  made  di- 
rectly by  agreement  or  implied  by  the  Native 
Commissioner,  should  be  maintained.  This  was 
borne  out  very  fuUy  by  the  Commissioner's  re- 
port with  reference  to  tnat  matter.    He  said, — 

"  In  the  case  of  the  tenants  on  the  Native  re- 
serves in  Westland,  but  more  especially  in  regard 
to  the  tenantry  at  Greymouth,  the  above  rule  will 
have  to  be  faithfully  observed  in  respect  of  the 
implied  right  of  renewal,  as  they  have  always 
been  led  to  understand  that  a  renewal  of  their 
leases  would  be  granted  them,  at  a  moderately 
increased  rent,  at  the  end  of  the  subsisting  term, 
depending  on  the  annual  amount  of  rental  hither- 
to paid.  On  the  fiuth  of  this,  they  have  erected 
substantial  buildings  and  improvements  to  the 
value  of  over  £40,000,  besides  raising  money  for 
town  improvements.  This  last  expenditure, 
coupled  with  the  outlajr  needed  for  other  muni- 
cipal works,  has  necessitated  their  levying  a  ta^ 
equal  to  10  per  cent,  on  the  annual  value  of  their 
properties." 

Then  Mr.  Maokay  went  on  further  to  deal 
with  that  question,  and  with  the  proposed 
arrangement  as  to  rentals.  Now,  although  the 
Bill  proposed  to  give  leases  for  a  very  consider- 
able period,  still  it  was  proposed  that  at  the 
end  of  every  twenty-one  years  the  rentals  should 
be  re-assessed.  Therefore  the  Natives  would 
derive  full  benefit  from  the  improyement  of 
their  property  by  the  increased  rentals  they 
would  receive,  and  the  owners  and  occupiers 
would  have  had  that  security  of  tenure  with- 
out which  no  town  could  possibly  progress. 
Although,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
also  in  the  Council,  petitions  had  been  presented 
from  the  Natives  bearing  upon  this  question,  as 
the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  had  pointed  out  these 
matters  had  been  examined  very  carefully,  and 
reports  by  the  respective  Committees  had  been 
submitted  favourable  to  the  passing  of  this 
measure.  That,  he  thoudit,  was  an  additional 
reason  for  paanng  the  Bill,  and  allowing  thi 
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matter  to  receive  fuller  inTeBtigation  by  a  Com' 
mittee.  He  did  not  wish  to  enter  at  any  length 
upon  the  merits  of  the  question,  trusting  tnat 
the  Council  would  agree  to  the  reference  to  the 
Select  Committee,  so  that  the  matter  might  be 
inquired  into;  but  he  thought  the  appeal,  if 
he  might  saj  so,  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who 
did  not  fcol  equal  to  entering  at  great  length 
into  the  subject,  ought  of  itself  to  warrant  the 
Council  in  passing  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  allowing  it  to  be  subjected  to  the 
investigation  which  was  proposed.  He  would 
support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOEE  would  sup- 

gort  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ngalata  in  this  matter,  because 
e  thought  that  the  Act  which  was  passed  in  1873, 
after  careful  inrestigation,  should  be  givei^  a  fair 
trial  before  it  was  repealed.  He  did  not  approve 
of  their  consenting  to  erant  these  lands  without 
much  better  evidence  than  had  been  adduced  to 
the  Council  that  any  such  arrangement  was  ever 
entered  into  by  a  proper  autliority.  As  far  as  he 
had  been  able  to  see,  the  petitions  which  had  been 
received  from  the  Natives  were  all  against  the 
Bill,  and  he  was  bound  to  pay  great  deference  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata,  who  he 
knew  had  treated  the  subject  with  ereat  attention 
fot  some  weeks,  and  had  made,  he  was  led  to 
believe,  every  inquiry  from  people  of  his  own  race 
who  were  interested  in  the  matter.  That  honor- 
able gentleman  had  for  some  weeks  been  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  very  undesirable  to  pass 
this  Bill.  There  could  be  no  justification  for 
bringing  in  a  Bill  which  dealt  with  the  freehold 
property  of  persons  of  the  Native  race  in  the  last 
few  days  of  the  session.  It  was  not  right  that 
the  Council  should  be  asked  to  deal  with  lands 
that  belonged  to  the  Natives  when  there  was  to 
little  time  to  consider  the  matter.  It  was  not 
right  to  ask  the  Council  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee  at  this  period  of  the  session ; 
because  it  would  be  impossible  for  members,  dur- 
ing the  few  davs  that  the  session  would  last,  to 
do  justice  to  the  Bills,  which  were  already  before 
them.  Under  such  circumstances  he  did  not  think 
he  would  be  wrong  in  following  the  lead  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ngafata.  A  Bill  had  been  paased  which 
had  been  strongly  supported  by  his  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Hart ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  honor- 
able gentleman  would  have  advocated  it  so  warmly 
if  he  had  thoroughly  understood  what  he  was 
doing.  He  thought  that  honorable  members 
ought  to  refuse  to  enter  into  Bills  of  this  kind  at 
such  a  late  period  of  the  session,  more  especially 
when,  as  in  this  case,  the  existing  law  had  not 
been  put  fairly  on  its  trial. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  that  honor- 
able gentlemen  would  consider  well  before  they 
came  to  a  decision  on  this  matter.  He  trusted 
they  would  permit  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time,  and  then  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 
Tlie  deliberations  of  the  Committee  need  not 
occupy  a  long  time.  Mr.  Mackay,  who  was  an 
authority  on  the  subject  of  these  Native  reserves, 
was  now  in  Wellington,  and  if  he  were  before  the 
Committee  he  could,  in  a  very  short  time,  give 
the  Committee  a  great  deal  more  information 
fuid  tihrow  a  great  deal  more  light  on  the  subject  | 


than  he  (Dr.  Pollen)  could  now  attempt  to  do. 
He  was  advised  that  the  extent  of  land  which 
was  affected  by  this  Bill  was  very  smalL  He  was 
informed  that,  whilst  the  reserves  which  had  al- 
ready been  made  in  the  North  Island  amounted 
to  considerably  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of 
acres  of  land,  the  number  of  acres  which  would 
be  affected  by  the  operation  of  the  Bill  was  not 
more  than  5,000  or  6,000  at  the  outside.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  allow  the  Bill  to  be 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Seleot  Com- 
mittee. The  Committee  appointed  last  year  con- 
sisted of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar,  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ngatata,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hart,  and  himself.  He  womd  propose  that  the 
name  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  or  of  some 
other  honorable  gentleman,  should  be  substituted 
for  that  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taylor,  who  was  not 
now  in  the  Council.  The  Committee  might  meet 
next  day  and  take  the  evidence  of  Mr.  B£M;kay. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  word  'now'  stand 
part  of  the  question ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         17 

Noes         10 


Mijority  for 


Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lahmaon, 


Atjbb. 


Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Pharasyn, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Bhodes, 

Mi^or  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Busa^, 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Stokes. 


Noes. 

Mr.  Ngatata, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Waterhouse, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Ifr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  G-.  B.  Johnson, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Kohere, 
Mr.  Manteli, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DISEASED  SHEEP  BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  the  amendments 
made  in  this  Bill  by  the  other  House  were  of  a 
very  important  nature,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  desirable  to  endeavour  to  arrive  at  some  agree- 
ment on  the  subject  in  the  usual  way.  He  there- 
fore proposed,  That  the  Council  do  disagree  with 
the  amendments. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  thought  the  Council 
should  agree  to  the  amendments  suggested  by  the 
House  of  Representatives.  It  was  an  unfortu- 
nate fact  that,  owing  to  the  rough  nature  of  the 
country  on  the  east  coast  of  this  province,  when 
once  scab  was  introduced  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  get  rid  of  it.  He  owned  sheep  him- 
self, and  had  found  that  his  sheep,  though  he 
tried  to  keep  them  clean,  generally  got  the  scab 
about  once  a  year  from  his  neighbours'  sheep. 
Tl^e  Bill  was^  in  bis  opinion,  one  which  would 
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have  a  good  effeotj  but  at  the  tame  time  it  was 
questionable  whether  such  extreme  measures  as 
were  laid  down  in  the  Bill  were  necessary.  He 
believed  that  if  they  were  brought  into  operation 
a  great  many  people  would  be  mined.  He  was, 
howerer,  prepared  to  take  his  chance  under  the 
proTisions  of  the  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  WATBBHOUSE  said  he  was 
quite  satisfied  that,  unless  some  such  Bill  as  this 
were  passed,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
stamp  out  scab.  So  long  as  there  was  scab  in  the 
country,  there  was  the  danger  of  the  resources 
of  the  colony  being  seriously  diminished.  That 
scab  could  be  stamped  out  of  a  country  was  quite 
dear,  from  what  had  taken  place  in  other  colo- 
nies. The  scab  law  had  been  most  beneficial  to 
South  Australia:  in  fact,  scab  had  been  com- 
pletely stamped  out  there  by  means  of  it,  and 
people  who  had  hitherto  derived  no  income 
from  their  sheep  were  thereby  enabled  to  do 
so.  In  Victoria,  scab  was  allowed  to  run  ram- 
pant for  many  years,  and  the  Scab  Act  was 
introduced  there  in  the  fisce  of  a  great  outcry 
from  persons  whose  flocks  were  affected  by  scab. 
An  Act  on  the  subject  of  scab  was  only  passed 
when  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  by  those 
flockowners  whose  sheep  were  clean.  The  result 
of  that  legislation,  however,  was  that  scab  had 
been  stamped  out  in  Victoria,  and  the  same  thing 
had  occurred  in  New  South  Wales  and  Tasmania. 
In  New  Zealand,  scab  still  existed  to  a  considerable 
extent.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  the  Pro- 
yinces  of  Marlborough  and  Nelson.  It  was  the 
practice  to  send  sheep  from  one  province  to  another 
oy  steamer,  and  it  would  easily  be  understood  that 
scab  might  be  introduced  into  a  "  clean"  province 
in  this  way.  It  was  known  that  the  sheep  which 
were  brought  by  butchers  were  frequently  more 
or  less  suf&ring  from  scab.  Only  H  few  months 
ago  the  disease  had  been  ^brought  to  this  neigh- 
bourhood by  some  sheep  which  had  been  intro- 
duced in  this  manner.  He  belieyed  that  the 
amendments  which  the  Council  was  now  con- 
sidering had  been  put  into  the  Bill  by  some 
persons  who  were  interested  in  the  Proyince  of 
Marlborouffh,  and  who  were  so  short-sighted  as 
not  to  be  able  to  see  that  the  Bill  would  really 
be  for  their  own  beneflt.  He  hoped  that  the 
Council  would  not  agree  to  the  amendments,  but 
that  some  arrangement  would  be  come  to  between 
the  two  Houses,  by  which  some  legislation  of  a 
stringent  nature  might  be  agreed  to — leffislation 
which  would  haye  the  effect  not  only  of  checking 
but  actually  of  stampixig  out  scab. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  thought  that  if 
ihey  opposed  the  amendments  they  would  imperil 
the  BuL  He  thought  they  were  making  a  great 
mistake  in  passing  stringent  Scab  Acts.  They 
did  not  want  stringent  Scab  Acts ;  they  wanted 
Magistrates  who  would  do  their  duty.  They  had 
a  very  mild  Act  in  Otago }  but  they  stamped  out 
scab,  because  the  Magistrates  did  their  duty. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  explained  tliat  he  did 
not  intend  by  his  motion  that,  in  the  event  of 
their  being  unable  to  agree  with  any  modification 
in  the  amendments,  they  should  lose  the  Bill ; 
but  he  thought  it  was  right  they  should  make  an 
effort  in  order  to  see  whether  a  modification  could 


not  be  arrived  at  which  would  meet  the  riews 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  also 
the  views  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  whose  yiews 
he  was  sure  they  would  be  willing  to  give  great 
weight  to. 

Question  put,  '*That  this  Council  doth  not 
concur  with  the  amendments  made  by  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives ;"  upon  which  a  diyision  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         15 

Noes         10 


Majority  for 


Atra. 


Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Qt.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Nurse,  * 
Mr.  Peter, 

Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 


Mr.  Pharazyu, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Bhodes, 
BCr.  Bussell, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Waterhouse, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Lieut-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmaun, 
Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Scotiand. 
The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  following  managers  appointed  to  draw  up 
reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendments : — 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stokes, 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall. 

DEBTORS  AND  CREDITORS  BILL. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLOIN,  in  moving  That  the 
Council  doth  not  insist  on  its  amendments  of  the 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill  objected  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  said  that  the  amend- 
ments in  question  were  carried  by  the  very  small 
majority  of  two.  Seeing  that  the  necessity  for  legis- 
lation on  this  subject  was  admitted,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  imperil  the  measure  by 
insisting  upon  the  amendments  which  at  the 
instance  of  the  Hon.  Blr.  Hart  the  Council  had 
been  induced  to  adopt. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  yery  much  regretted 
that  the  reasons  assigned  on  the  part  of  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  for  dissenting  from  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Council  most  distinctly 
misrepresented  the  effect  of  those  amendments. 
He  was  sonr  for  it,  because  the  amendments  were 
in  print,  and  the  reasons  alleged  were  in  print. 
He  would  read  the  reasons  to  which  he  referred. 
The  first  was,— 

"That  the  said  amendments  alter  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Act,  and  take  the  management  of 
estates  practically  out  of  the  hands  of  credi- 
tors to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  officials." 

Now,  the  amendments  did  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  touch  the  power  of  creditors  to  appoint  a 
trustee  in  any  case  in  which  they  chose  to  ap- 
point a  trustee,  so  that  nothing  whatever  was 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  creditors  by  those 
amendments.  He  gave  a  practical  denial  to  the 
first  of  these  rsMons.     The  sooond  reason  was, — 
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"  That  eyery  proTuicm  neoeeaaiy  to  prereut  de- 
lay in  the  resting  and  management  of  bankrupt 
estates  was  made  in  the  Bill  sent  up  to  the  Legis- 
latiTe  CoancU,  without  interfering  with  the  exer- 
cise of  the  profession  of  assignee  by  prirate  indi- 
Tiduals." 

He  did  not  understand  what  was  meant  b^ 
"the  profession  of  assignee  by  prirate  indi- 
yiduals."  The  Testing  of  estates  in  the  Begistrar 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  could  do  nothing 
towards  taking  possession  until  such  time  as  the 
creditors'  trustee  was  appointed,  was  practically  a 
delay  in  that  which  was  necessary  in  the  very  &rBt 
instance — namely,  taking  possession  of  the  estate, 
and  preyentinf  it  being  wasted  by  nobody  being 
concerned  in  the  possession  of  it  until  the  meet- 
ing of  creditors.  As  far  as  he  understood  that 
reason,  he  mast  give  a  practical  denial  to  it  also. 
He  would  refer  to  the  next  two  reasons  presently, 
but  would  at  once  proceed  to  deal  with  the  fifth 
reason,  which  was  as  follows : — 

"  That  the  system  of  official  assignees  was  not 
found  satisfactory  in  this  colony ;  and  that  the 
principle  of  free  trade  in  the  profession  of  trustee, 
accepted  by  the  legislation  of  last  year,  has  not 
received  a  fair  trial." 

Now,  the  return  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  Council  on  his  motion  showed  that  in  739  out 
of  something  under  900  cases  the  official  assignees 
administered  those  estates.  In  many  of  those 
oases  the  official  assignees  were  appointed  by  the 
creditors  themselves  ;  and  to  say  that  the  system 
was  uusatisfoctoiy  was  to  say  that  which  ex- 
perience Droved  was  inconsistent  with  fact.  The 
words  "  tne  principle  of  free  trade  in  the  profes- 
sion of  trustee,  accepted  by  the  legislation  of  last 
year,  has  not  yet  received  a  fair  trial,"  were 
absolutely  without  meaning  or  absolutely  de- 
ceptive. He  did  not  know  what  was  meant  by 
the  principle  of  free  trade  in  the  profession  of 
trustee.  The  creditors  were  authorized  by  the 
Act  in  existence  to  elect  their  own  trustee  if  they 
pleased,  and  what  was  meant  by  "  the  profession 
of  trustee  "  he  did  not  understand  in  the  sense  of 
this  reason.  If  it  had  any  meaning — if  it  meant 
that  the  State  would  not  accept  trusteeship  in 
any  case,  and  that  the  State  should  not  accept 
trusteeship  in  any  case — what  was  the  meaning 
and  intention  of  those  statutes  passed  by  the 
Legislature  which  added  so  much  to  the  powers 
of  the  Public  Trustee  ?  Thev  actually  put  into 
his  hands  the  management  oi  the  estates  of  ab- 
sentees who  had  not  been  represented  in  the 
colony  for  ten  years,  and  enabled  him — very 
much  to  the  benefit  of  those  estates— to  let 
them  for  a  period  of  seyen  years.  He  mentioned 
this  simply  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
State  did  take  trusts  upon  itself— trusts,  it  was 
true,  where  there  was  likely  to  be  a  profit  on  the 
estates,  but  it  did  not  try  to  escape  the  duty  cast 
upon  it  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case.  As  he  had  stated  briefly  before,  the  State, 
in  this  case,  interfered  with  the  rights  of  indivi- 
duals by  suspending  in  the  first  instance,  abso- 
lutely taking  away  in  the  last,  the  rights  of  the 
creditors  against  the  debtor.  Having  done  that, 
they  were  bound  to  take  care  that  what  the  debtor 
had  was  dirided  among  the  creditors.     To  say 


that  was  a  private  matter,  and  not  an  interfer- 
ence by  the  State  with  the  estate  of  tlie  debtor  was 
what  he  did  not  understand  and  could  not  under- 
stand. He  would  also  yery  briefly  refer  to  the 
hct  that  the  Grovemment,  in  this  case,  was  not 
representing  the  mercantile  interest  of  the  colony. 
In  Otago,  Canterbury,  and  Auckland  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  had  been  com- 
pletely pronounced  on  thb  subject,  and  ha  be- 
lieyed  that  the  merchants  and  bankers  throughout 
the  colony  had  but  one  opinion.  Again,  did  the 
Government  escape  responsibility  by  the  poaition 
which  it  had  taken  up  as  to  trusteeship  under 
this  Bill  ?  What  difference  could  it  bo  in  eS^ 
that  the  Government  should  directly  appoint  tb^ 
trustee  or  appoint  an  officer  to  appoint  the  tr^s- 
tee  ?  If  the  trustee  was  appoint^  by  the  Beyis- 
trar  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  as  effecti|»lly 
appointed  by  the  Government  as  if  he  weif  ap- 
pointed by  the  latter  direct.  He  thought  Ihese 
were  matters  of  reason  and  principle,  fluod  ou^ht 
not  to  be  overcome  by  reasons  so  slender,  sjiallow, 
and  superficial  as  those  upon  which  he  vie  now 
commenting.    The  third  reason  was — 

"That  the  appointment  of  permanent  official 
trustees  in  every  judicial  district  in  tYffi  country 
throws  a  responsibility  on  the  StaU  for  the 
management  of  private  business,  ^m  which 
creditors  should  not  be  relieved." 

The  answer  to  that  had  been  giyen  in  the 
observations  he  had  already  ma4«.  A  trustee 
appointed  by  the  Begistrar  of  the  Supreme  Court 
was  actually  appointed  by  the  State.  The  ineon- 
yenience  was  that  the  address  ^  such  a  trustee 
was  not  known  to  the  credlton,  which  would  not 
be  the  case  with  an  official  ^ustee.  The  next 
reason  was : — 

"  That  it  would  be  necesiarr,  in  the  event  of 
official  trustees  being  appointed,  in  order  to  secure 
the  efficient  diBcharp;e  of  their  duties,  that  such 
trustees  should  receiye  a  salary,  instead  of  being 
paid  by  fees;  and  that  it  is  not  adyisable  to 
create  another  class  of  salaried  officials." 

He  had  not  heard  throughout  the  colony  that 
such  a  necessity  had  been  found  to  exist.  They 
had  no  eyidence  of  such  a  necessity  before  them 
this  session ;  and  in  a  matter  so  important  as  the 
passing  of  an  Act  which  related  to  the  arrange- 
ments between  debtors  and  creditors,  it  would 
have  been  desirable,  if  such  evidence  existed,  to 
place  it  before  the  Legislature.  They  had  been 
informed  that  the  existence  of  official  trustees  had 
caused  a  cost  to  the  country  of  £600  a  year  in 
the  appointment  of  an  official  inspector  in  bank- 
ruptcy. That  official  inspector  in  bankruptcy, 
one  would  suppose,  would  iiaye  made  a  report  on 
the  duties  penormed  by  him,  and  would  haye 
reported  on  the  instances  in  which  he  had  de- 
tected discrepancies  in  the  accounts  of  trustees, 
negligence  in  their  duties,  or  had  otherwise  bene- 
ficially interfered  for  tbe  purpose  of  protecting 
the  interests  of  creditors.    There  had  not  been  a 

gaper,  or  report,  or  evidence  on  the  subject,  that 
e  was  aware  df,  laid  before  the  Council,  and,  for 
anything  the^  had  in  evidence  before  them,  the 
office  of  official  inspector  might  as  well  not  haye 
existed.  On  this  account  he  conceived  the  4th 
reason  wa«  one  that  would  not  hold  water,  «nd  he 
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thought  the  GK>Terninent  could  gire  a  fair  answer 
to  anj  demand  for  such  an  office.  They  could 
say,  "  If  you  want  an  official  inspector  in  bank- 
ruptcy, his  salary  must  be  paid  by  means  of  a  tax 
levied  on  the  bankrupt  estates."  He  had  studied 
to  be  brief  in  his  remarks,  but  he  thought  he  had 
sufficiently  disposed  of  the  reasons  given  by  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  If  this  motion 
were  negatived,  he  would  move  that  managers  be 
appointed  to  reply  to  the  reasons. 

Question  pu^  "That  this  Council  doth  not 
insist  upon  its  amendments  in  the  Debtors  and 
Creditors  Billj"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         7 

Noes         17 


Majority  agiainst . 


Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Dr.  Pollen, 


10 

Aybs. 

Major  Bichmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Stokee, 
Mr.  Waterhouae. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Mantel], 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Mr.  Bhodes, 
Mr.  Bussell, 
Mr.  Scotland, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Colonel  Brett, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Captain  Praser, 

Dr.  Grace, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Lieat.-Colonel  Kenny, 
The  motion  was  consequently  negatived,  and 
the  followinp;  managers  were  appoint^  to  prepare 
Teasons  for  insistinff  upon  the  amendments  made 
in  the  Bill :— The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson,  the 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  and  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
noore. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  eight  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  BEPEESENTATIVES. 

l\iudajf,  %^\  October,  1876. 

Ftxtt  Beadiiif— Third  BMdiBs— Ohrittohimdi  sad  Ahanra 
Mail  Service— "Taranaki"  and  "Nspier"— Civil 
Serrantft-a.  Bonu— Width  of  Tires— Wbanjaroa  to 
MongoBtti  Telegraph — San  Frandseo  Mail  Mrvioe— 
Waste  Lands  Bffl. 


Mr.  Spbaxbs  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'dock. 

PSATXBS. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
The  Katire  Schools  Bill. 

THIBD  BEADING. 
The  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 

CHBISTCHUBCH    AND    AHAXJBA    MAIL 
SEBVICE. 
Mr.  KENNEDY  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
nl,  In  the  cTent  of  a  coach  serrice  being  estab- 


lished between  Christchurch  and  the  Hanmer 
Plains,  if  the  Government  will  establish  a  pack- 
horse  mail  serrice  from  the  said  Plains  to  Ahaura, 
vid  the  Amuri  Pass,  if  obtainable  at  a  moderate 
cost?  He  would  merely  say  that  there  was  a 
considerable  settlement  taking  place  in  the  Upper 
Buller  and  Grey  Valleys,  which  would  be  much 
benefited  by  more  direct  communication  with  the 
Amuri  and  North  Canterbury  District.  He  was 
reliably  informed  that  a  coach  service  was  about 
being  established  between  Christchurch  and  the 
Hanmer  Plains.  From  there  to  Ahaura,  a  dis- 
tance of  sixty  miles,  a  pack-horse  service  would, 
he  believed,  be  obtained  at  a  moderate  cost. 
There  was  a  mail-coach  passing  Ahaura  daily, 
between  Greymouth  and  Beefton  ;  therefore  the 
mail  service  referred  to  in  the  question  would  be 
of  very  great  service  to  the  settlers  in  that  part  of 
the  country ;  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  answer  his  question 
favourably. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  if  a  coach  service  was 
established,  the  Government  would  call  for  ten- 
ders for  the  service  the  honorable  gentleman 
required.  It  would  then  be  seen  whether  it 
could  be  performed  at  a  moderate  cost  or  not, 
and  a  decision  would  be  come  to. 

"TABANAKI"  AND  "NAPIEB." 
Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs,  Whether  he  will  lay  before  this  House 
the  papers  connected  with  the  inquiry  into  the 
condition  of  the  boilers  of  the  steamers  "  Tara- 
naki"  and  "Napier"? 

Mr.  G.  McLean  said  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  lay  the  papers  on  the  table. 

CIVIL  SEBVANTS. 

Mr.  SWANSON  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
officers  of  the  General  Government  are  subject  to 
the  same  restrictions  and  penalties  for  onences 
committed  against  municipal  laws  and  regulations 
as  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  P  Ho  would  read 
a  letter  which  appeared  lately  in  an  Auckland 
newspaper  on  a  matter  of  considerable  import- 
ance, but  would  leave  out  two  or  three  lines  which 
were  not  necessary  to  make  the  meaning  of  the 
letter  dear.  The  following  letter  was  read  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Auckland  City  Council : — 

"Auckland,  9th  October,  1876. 

"  GBivTLXinnr, — I  respectfully  make  the  follow- 
ing report : — On  Satuiday,  the  7th  instant,  at 
about  10.30  a.m.,  Mr.  Halliday,  cabinetmaker, 
Shortland  Street,  called  at  the  office  to  complain 
of  a  nuisance  proceeding  from  and  belonging  to 
the  police  establishment  in  Chancery  Lane.  I 
went  with  Mr.  Halliday  to  see  the  nuisance  com- 
plained of,  and  he  pointed  the  matter  of  com- 
flaint  out.  We  went  to  the  police  establishment, 
asked  one  of  the  constables  if  ho  would  be  kind 
enough  to  show  nie  upstairs.  He  referred  me  to 
the  sergeant-major,  who  went  with  us,  and  opened 
the  door,  and  remained  some  time  with  us.  I 
was  desirous  to  find  out  the  cause  of  the  nuisance 
complained  of,  and  where  it  proceeded  from.  I 
procured  a  screw-driver,  and  unscrewed  two  screws 
from  the  front  of  the  seat,  and  was  in  the  act  of 
replacing  them,  when  Sergeant  Bulford  desired 
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me  to  come  with  liim.  Mr.  Halllday  followed 
me,  and  we  were  shown  into  a  room  occupied  bj 
Inspector  Broham,  who,  in  a  most  indignant 
manner,  demanded  who  authoriaed  me  to  enter 
these  premises.  I  said, '  I  bare  come  in  my  official 
capacity,  and  in  the  execution  of  my  duty  as 
officer  appointed  by  the  Local  Board  of  Heidth/ 
when  he  jumped  to  his  feet  and  approached  me 
close,  and,  more  like  a  demon  than  a  man,  said, 

*  D n  you,  leare  the  premises.'    I  said,  *  Mr. 

Broham,  I  asked  permission  to  be  shown  the 
closet,  as  a  complaint  had  been  made  about  it.' 
He  said,  '  Who gare  youpermission P'    I  replied, 

'The  sergeant-major.     He  said  again,  *D n 

you,  leare  tliese  premises  instantly,  or  I'll  kick 
you  downstairs.  How  dare  you  to  enter  on  GK>- 
yemment  property  ?'  saying  to  Sergv  ant  Bulford, 
Bemoye  this  man  instantly.'  So  1  proceeded  to 
]0  down  stairs,  when  we  were  met  by  Sub- 
inspector  Pardy,  who  came  running  up,  when 
Inspector  Broham  called  out,  'Pardy,  remoye 
that  man,  and  see  that  he  does  not  enter  on  these 
premises  again.'  I  said  to  Pardy,  'Don't  lay 
hands  on  me  ;  I  will  walk  out.'  I  firmly  belieye 
I  would  haye  been  assaulted  and  ^maltreated  had 
not  Mr.  Halliday  been  present.  I  respectfully 
ask  that  an  inquiry  be  made  into  this  unfiur 
abuse.  If  the  head  of  the  police  establishment 
will  giye  me  such  treatment  in  discharging  my 
duty,  the  public  will,  in  many  instances,  follow 
the  same  example. — ^I  am,  &o., 

"  G^BO.  GOLDIB, 

"  Sanitary  Inspector. 
"To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  Councillors." 

He  might  add  that,  although  these  were  called 
the  Gt>Ternment  Buildings,  they  were  the  property 
of  the  proyince,  and  he  did  not  think  the  General 
Ooyemment  had  eyer  paid  anjr  rent  for  them. 
The  matter  was  of  yery  considerable  import- 
ance, for  it  would  affect  Ooyemment  officers  and 
Ooyemment  buildings  all  oyer  the  colony.  It 
was  desirable  to  know  whether  Gk>yemment 
officers  were  amenable  to  the  law  like  other 
people. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  question 
that  Ooyemment  officials  were  no  more  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  law  than  other  people. 

Mr.  SWANSON  asked  the  Premier  whether 
the  GK>yemment  would  take  axiy  notice  of  Uie 
matter  if  they  found  there  was  any  troth  in  the 
complaint. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that,  if  a  comphunt 
was  made  in  the  ordinary  course,  notice  would 
undoubtedly  be  taken  of  it. 

J.  BURNS. 
Sir  O.  OKEY  asked,  What  steps  the  Ooyem- 
ment will  take  to  giye  effect  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  of  the 
14th  October,  1875,  relatiye  to  the  petition  of 
James  Burns?  The  Committee  went  into  the 
matter  very  carefully,  and  recommended  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  to  the  fayourable  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  The  facts  of  the  case 
were  that  the  petitioner  was  induced  to  come  out 
to  the  colony  on  the  representation  that  he  would 
reccire  forty  acres  of  land  under  the  Waste  Lands 
Begulations  of  tilie  proyince.    He  remained  in 


Auckland  for  a  considerable  time,  but  came  to 
Wellington  when  the  seat  of  Gkiyemment  wai  re- 
moTod,  as  an  official  in  the  Ooyemment  Printing 
Office.  When  he  did  so,  three  months  of  the 
time  necessary  to  enable  him  to  claim  the  forty 
acres  had  not  expired;  but  as  the  petitioner  came 
to  Wellington  in  the  serrice  of  the  Ooyemment, 
he  was,  he  thought,  fully  entitled  to  the  grant 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  case  had  not  been 
before  the  OoyerAment  lately.  They  had  the 
matter  under  consideration  some  time  ago,  and  it 
was  then  decided  that  it  was  a  question  whidi 
should  be  left  to  the  Proyinoial  Ooyemment  Of 
course,  now  tliat  the  proyinoee  were  abolished,  the 
Ooyemment  would  haye  to  take  the  matter  again 
into  consideration. 

WIDTH  OF  TIKES. 

Mr.  MONTOOMSRY  asked  the  Preinier,  If 
the  Ooyemment  intend,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee on  "  The  Width  of  Tires  Ordinance,  1875," 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  local  authoritiei 
to  deal  with  such  matters  P  A  petition  presented 
to  the  Ooyemment  some  time  ago  in  regard  to 
this  matter  was  referred  to  the  Petitions  Com- 
mittee, who  reported  that  it  was  desirable  tbst 
legislation  on  the  subject  should  take  place,  so  si 
to  enable  the  local  authorities  to  deal  with  the 
subject  He  therefore  desired  to  know  whether 
the  Ooyemment  intended  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter. 

Major  ATKINSON   said  that,  although  the 

Snestion  was  one  of  great  importance,  there  via 
Iready  so  much  work  before  the  House  tliat  they 
were  not  prepared  to  deal  with  it  this  session. 

WHANOABOA  TO  MONOONUI  /TBLK- 
OBAPH. 

Mr.  THOMSON  asked  the  Oommissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  Whether  he  is  in  possession  of  s 
report  nom  ui  officer  of  the  TeltQgraph  Bepsrt- 
ment,  showing  that  he  is  justified  in  placing  on 
the  estimates  the  sum  of  £i,00O  for  telegraph 
line  from  Whangaroa  to  Mongonui ;  if  so,  whether  I 
he  will  lay  such  report  before  this  House ;  and,  if 
thefe  is  no  sooh  report,  whether  he  has  resion- 
able  grounds  for  belieying  that  such  line  «iU 
pay  P  He  knew  nothing  regarding  the  propoied 
telegraplf  line  from  Whangaroa  to  Mongonui,  hat 
he  was  informed  that,  if  constructed,  it  would  not 
pay  as  well  as  the  line  to  Catlin's  Biysr.  He 
simply  wished  to  inform  himself  upon  that  point 
If  his  information  was  correct,  either  the  )i^ 
from  Whangaroa  to  Mongonui  should  not  he 
made,  or,  if  made,  the  line  to  Oatlin's  'Bxf& 
should  be  made  also. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's geographical  knowledge  of  the  Whangaroa 
to  Mongonm  line  was  on  a  par  with  his  (Vi- 
Whitaker's)  geograpbical  knowledge  of  Oathna 
Biyer.  The  honorable  gentleman's  question  re- 
lated to  a  proposal  to  oonstmct  a  telegraph  ant 
from  Whangaroa  to  Mongonui,  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  no  proposal  of  the  kind  had  been  made. 
There  was  a  proposal  to  constract  a  line  from  (''^ 
Bay  of  Islands  to  Whangaroa,  and  thence  to  Mon- 
gonui.   In  answer  to  the  question  as  to  whether 
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any  report  had  been  reoeiTed  from  an  officer  of  the 
Telegraph  Department  showing  that  he  would  be 
justified  in  plaoing  £4,000  on  the  estimates  for 
the  construction  of  a  line  from  Whangaroa  to 
Mongonui,  he  had  to  say  that  no  euch  report  had 
been  received.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman 
asked  whether,  if  there  was  no  such  report,  there 
were  reasonable  gronnds  for  beliering  that  the 
line  would  pay.  He  did  not  beUeve  the  line 
would  pay,  but  the  matter  stood  in  this  position : 
During  the  time  Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  Telegraph 
Commissioner  he  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the 
estimates  a  sum  of  £3,750  for  the  construction  of 
this  line.  That  sum  was  upon  the  estimates,  and 
would  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  House 
in  duA  course.  It  would  then  be  for  the  House 
to  consider  whether  the  line  should  be  constructed 
or  not. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  WHITAKER,  before  the  Orders  of  the 
day  were  proceeded  with,  read  a  telegram  which 
he  liad  just  received  from  the  Post-master- General 
of  New  South  Wales  regarding  the  San  Francisco 
Mail  Service.  He  inferred,  from  what  had  al- 
ready taken  place,  that  the  House  desired  to  be 
kept  fully  informed  of  what  took  place  between 
the  two  GoTernmeots ;  and  he  therefore  would 
read  the  following  telegram  : — 

"Gilchrist  and  Watt  wish  Honolulu  to  be 
omitted  from  the  service,  as  this  would  shorten 
the  passage.  We  regard  the  proposal  with  favour. 
What  is  your  opinion  ?'* 

He  proposed,  after  the  matter  had  gone  a  little 
further,  to  come  down  to  the  House  and  state 
what  the  GK>vemment  thought  should  be  done 
under  all  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  MURRAY  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  consider  the  advisability  of  making  Wel- 
lington the  port  of  call.  He  believed  it  would 
only  lengthen  the  passage  through  to  Sydney  by 
another  day.  He  trust<^  the  Gh>vemmeut  would 
consider  the  question,  and  see  whether  it  could 
not  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  BURNS  hoped  the  Government  would  do 
nothing  of  the  sort. 

•  WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  this  Bill, 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  said,— Sir,  I  have  a  few  re- 
marks to  make  upon  this  Bill  which  I  think  otight 
more  properly  to  be  made  in  the  House  than  in 
Committee.  The  Bill  is  of  a  most  revolutionary 
ehancter  as  regards  the  adminiet.ration  of  the 
waste  lands  of  the  colony.  It  proposes  practically 
to  abolish  the  systems  which  have  hetetofore 
existed  in  the  provineee,  and  to  substitute  new 
machinery  and  new  methods  of  dealing  with  the 
waste  lands.  The  Abolition  proposals  adopted  by 
the  House  were  put  before  the  country  with  the 
assurance  that  every  change  made  under  these 
proposals  would  be  a  change  for  the  better.  That 
was  their  chief,  almost  their  only  recommendation. 
Now  it  seems  that  these  proposals,  so  for  as  tlie 
administration  of  the  waste  lands  is  concerned, 
are  abeolntely  a  positive  injury  to  the  Province  of 
Auckland,  and  will  do  more  to  prevent  settlement 
in  that  province  than  anything  the  Government 
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could  have  contrived  for  the  express  purpose.  I 
will  first  point  out  that  this  is  a  Bill  which  ouprlit 
to  have  been  before  the  public  some  months  before 
Parliament  assembled,  in  order  that  public  opinion 
might  have  made  itself  felt  before  the  Bill  came 
on  for  discussion  in  this  House.  Instead  of  that, 
we  have  placed  before  us,  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion, a  Bill  of  a  most  important  character,  a  Bill 
underlying  our  finances  and  our  whole  prospects ; 
and  it  is  to  be  smuggled  through  the  House  in  a 
manner  which  will  prevent  the  people  of  the 
colony  knowing  anytning  of  its  provisions.  It 
has  been  referreid  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
it  is  true ;  but  let  me  show  how  that  Committee 
is  composed.  There  are  seven  members  from 
Otago,  three  from  Canterbury,  two  from  Nelson, 
only  two  from  Auckland,  one  from  Napier,  one 
from  the  West  Coast,  and  one  from  T&ranaki. 
Of  the  two  members  on  the  Committee  from  the 
Province  of  Auckland,  one  is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey),  who  was  not 
in  a  position  to  attend  regularly.  His  position 
in  this  House  and  his  other  duties  prevent  him 
from  attending;  and  the  other  Auckland  member, 
the  honorable  member  for  Marsden,  I  have  no 
dotibt,  found  himself  in  a  considerable  minority 
when  any  question  affecting  Auckland  was  re- 
fen-ed  to  the  Committee.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Committee  has  absolutely  upset  the  waste  lands 
9  V  stem  of  the  Province  of  Auckland.  That  system, 
I  may  say,  was  sanctioned  by  this  House,  which 
in  1874  pa^iied  a  measure  introduced  by  myself — 
a  measure  which  in  all  its  essential  details  was 
first  of  all  discussed  by  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Auckland,  which  was  as  truly  a  representative 
body  ae  any  in  this  colony,  not  even  except- 
ing this  House.'  It  represents  every  shade  of 
political  opinion  in  the  province,  and  is  largely 
composed  of  men  who  have  lived  in  the  province 
for  many  years,  and  whose  interests  are  ideutical 
with  its  progress.  Well,  Sir,  a  Committee  com- 
posed of  some  of  these  gentlemen,  bringing  to 
bear  upon  the  question  tlmt  practical  CTperience 
and  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  pro- 
vince which  very  few  members  of  this  House  pos- 
sess, brought  up  recommendations  to  the  Provin- 
cial Counoil  which,  after  full  discussion,  were  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  I  brought  before  this  House. 
The  land  laws  of  the  province  were  placed  upon 
a  basis  satisfactory  to  the  people ;  bnt  this  Bill 
knocks  all  that  out  of  time,  and  puts  in  its  place 
part«  of  systems  which  have  been  in  operation  in 
other  parte  of  the  oolony.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
admit  that  our  financial  necessities  are  great,  but 
we  were  not  told,  when  the  Abolition  proposals 
were  made,  that  one-fourth  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  would  have  imposed  upon  them  con- 
ditions and  restrictions  which  would  prevent 
settlement  in  their  part  of  the  colony,  instead 
of  enoouraging  it.  If  we  had  been  told  that, 
instead  of  a  majority  being  in  favour  of  this 
policy,  it  would  have  had  a  much  larger  num- 
l>er  of  opponents  from  the  first.  Primarily  the 
chief  end  and  aim  of  all  our  efforts'  should  be 
to  obtain  settlement  of  the  lands  by  people  who 
would  live  upon  them  and  work  tliem ;  and 
everything  we  do,  every  step  we  take,  that  re- 
stricts UB  in  that  principle  is  an  it\iury.    Now  th« 
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country  arailable  for  eettlement  in  the  ProTtnoe 
of  Auckland  is  sot  of  the  kind  to  be  found 
in  many  othor  parts  of  the  colony.  It  is  to  a 
large  extent  poor  country.  It  can  nerer  com- 
pete in  tbe  market  with  the  land  possessed  by 
many  of  the  more  faroured  provmoes,  and  I 
contend  that  it  is  not  fair  to  that  proTincCi  under 
these  circumstances,  to  impose  conditions  and 
limitations  which  may  work  yeiy  well  in  other 
provinces  where  the  land  is  of  greater  ralue  and 
possesses  greater  productireness.  Tou  cannot 
alter  geographical  conditions ;  you  cannot  by  an 
Act  of  the  Assembly  disturb  the  geology  of  a 
country.  There  are  some  persons  who  contend 
that  the  Geological  Department  of  this  colony 
has  done  no  good;  but,  whether  that  be  so  or 
not,  the  fact  remains  that  in  Auckland  you 
hare  a  large  area  of  country,  which  tbe  au&o- 
rities  of  that  department  will  tell  you  is  ex- 
ceedingly poor.  I  wish  it  were  otherwise;  but 
the  fact  remains  that  it  is  so.  There  are,  no 
doubt,  tracts  of  land  as  good  as  any  in  the  colony, 
and  as  fitted  for  settlement ;  but  there  are  also 
large  areas  of  bad  and  inferior  land.  The  waste 
land  laws  of  the  province  met  the  difficulty  by 
providing  for  three  different  systems  of  settle- 
ment, of  which  this  Bill  ignores  two,  and  curtails 
the  third  so  as  to  make  it  practically  inoperative. 
One  of  these  systems  was  adopted  first  in  1870, 
by  the  Act  then  introduced  by  Mr.  Gillies ;  and 
nnder  that  Act  very  valuable  settlements  were 
established ;  very  good  settlers  were  induced  to 
come  into  the  province,  who  took  up  land,  settled 
down  upon  it,  and  became  a  valuable  portion  of 
the  tax-paying  community — men  who  made  two 
blades  of  grass  grow  where  only  one  had  grown 
before,  or  rather  ^ho  made  many  blades  of  grass 
grow  where  none  had  grown  before.  If  these 
men  had  been  called  upon  to  purehase  land 
situated  at  a  distance  from  the  market,  and  with- 
out roads  or  other  means  of  communication,  they 
would  never  have  taken  up  the  land  $  but  they 
did  so  because  the  law  under  which  th^  oh- 
tained  the  land  enabled  them  to  obtain  a  Grown 
grant  for  it  on  condition  that  they  settled  upon 
it.  That  is  a  provision  which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  Province  of  Auckland  if  settlement 
is  to  be  carried  on  there  on  any  large  scale ;  and 
this  is  the  case  not  only  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  province,  but  in  many  places  on  the  East 
Coast  and  in  the  interior.  Another  system  which 
this  measure  abolishes  is  of  even  greater  import- 
ance— ^that  is,  the  provision  for  the  formation  of 
special  settlements.  Under  that  system,  several 
highly  valuable  settlemente  have  been  established 
in  Auckland.  Nearly  all  the  settlements  in  the 
North  owe  their  success  to  their  having  been 
formed  by  men  who  came  out  together  from 
Home,  who  reached  this  colony  in  bands  ready 
to  work  together  shoulder  to  shoulder  from  the 
start,  to  assist  each  other  in  the  difficulties  they 
had  to  encounter,  and  thus  formed  prosperous 
and  thriving  setUements.  It  does  not  become 
us,  then,  b^  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  without  inquiry 
and  without  consulting  the  people  in  any  way,  to 
sweep  away  the  power  of  founding  other  settle- 
ments of  that  kind.  I  put  it  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  charge  of  this  Bill,  and  I  put 


it  to  the  House,  to  say  what  settlement  has  taken 
place  under  the  PubUo  Works  and  Immigration 
policy,  how  many  people  have  taken  up  land  who 
have  been  brought  out  at  the  expense  of  the 
colony  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  if  a  return  were 
furnished  of  the  number  of  persons  who  hare 
done  so,  it  would  be  found  to  be  infiniteeimallj 
small.  The  only  people  whom  we  have  brought 
out  under  that  policy  are  people  who  have  been 
cast  upon  the  colony,  who  have  decreased  the 
rate  of  wages,  and  who  have  for  a  time  been  em- 
ployed upon  our  public  works.  But  I  undertske 
to  sa^  that  the  moment  there  is  any  depression 
in  thu  colony,  or  a  successful  gold  field  has  been 
found  in  another  colony,  or  any  other  disturbing 
cause  arises,  that  moment  they  will  leave  you  for 
ever. 

Mr.  CABRINGTON.— No. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— My  honorable  friend  Ukei 
a  more  fitvonrable  view  of  the  matter  than  I  am 
able  to  do  ;  but  I  am  afraid  he  will  have  to  gvt 
his  harbour  constructed  at  Taranaki  before  he  is 
able  to  get  any  of  these  people  to  settle  down 
in  his  province.  I  say  that  taking  the  colonj 
as  a  whole,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  the  popa* 
lation  brought  out  under  the  Public  Works  and 
Immigration  policy  has  been  essentially  a  floating 
population,  who  will  leave  the  colony  to-morrow  if 
they  can  find  some  other  i^aoe  where  they  can 
obtain  better  wages,  and  particularly  as  in  other 
colonies  the  conditions  as  to  land  which  you  pro- 
pose to  abolish  by  this  measure  still  exist  If  men 
find  that  they  can  obtain  higher  vrages  and  be- 
come permanent  settlers  on  more  favourable  tenu 
in  other  colonies,  they  will  go  tliere,  and  nothing 
will  stop  them.  I  cannot  conceiwe  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  swept  away  this  provision 
with  reeard  to  special  settlements.  I  recollect 
very  welt,  and  honorable  members  who  were  in 
the  House  at  the  time  will  bear  m«  out  in  ssying, 
that  the  establishment  of  the  Katikati  Specnl 
Settlement — ^the  only  sound  settlement  that  hsi 
of  late  years  been  formed  in  Anokl«nd^-was  abso- 
lutely dragged  out  of  the  Gbremment:  it  «•> 
like  drawing  blood  from  them ;  but  they  were  st 
last  obliged  to  assent  to  it.  They  now  evidenUj 
think  that  these  special  settlementa  are  not  desi^ 
able ;  but  if  we  had  not  established  that  settls- 
ment,  which  is  rapidly  improving  the  district, 
and  which  is  every  day  taking  in  fresh  lands,  vs 
should  have  had  in  that  place  nothing  bat  s 
howling  wilderness.  I  put  it  to  the  Honse 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  give  our  land 
to  the  right  class  of  men  than  to  keep  it  lock^ 
up  as  the  dog  in  the  manger  kept  the  hay  ?  Ho 
think,  k>oking  at  these  facte,  and  as  this  Bill  hsi 
been  brought  in  apparently  without  much  con- 
sideration, and  without  the  people  knowing  say- 
thing  about  its  special  application  to  some  of  the 
provinces,  we  should  not  in  a  hasty  manner  psM  * 
measure  which  will  revolutionize  our  waste  lands 
laws.  What  I  should  have  preferred,  and  what 
I  believe  a  great  number  of  members  of  thif 
House  would  have  preferred,  would  be  a  Bill  coo- 
taining  machinery  to  enable  the  Government  to 
take  over  the  administration  of  the  waste  land 
laws  in  the  difibrent  provinces  as  soon  as  aboli- 
tion takes  place  and  until  next  session.     X  think 
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the  GoTemment  should  administer  those  waste 
land  laws  daring  the  reoess,  and  then  they  would 
for  the  first  time  be  brought  face  to  face  with  the 
administration  of  them,  and  would  acquire  that 
local  knowledge  and  experience  as  to  what  condi- 
tions of  settlement  should  take  plaoe  which  would 
enable  them  to  prodoce  a  more  satisfactory  roea- 
sare  next  session.  What  can  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  through  which  this  Bill  passed,  know 
of  the  conditions  favourable  to  settlement  in  Auck- 
land P  How  many  of  its  members  haye  eyerbeen 
there  except  to  pay  a  flying  yisit  F  And  yet  with 
one  stroke  of  the  pen  the^r  would  sweep  away  a 
system  that  has  been  established  for  years,  to  sub- 
stitute a  system  which  I  contend  will  neyor  work. 
I  hold  also  that  the  time  is  not  ripe  for  increas- 
ing the  price  of  land.  Eyery  indication  in  the 
sale  of  estates,  in  commercial  transactions,  and  in 
the  price  of  wool,  and  other  things  that  tend  to 
make  land  valuable,  is  against  the  theory  that 
it  is  right  at  present  to  raise  the  price  of  land. 
Against  this  it  is  argued  that  the  colony  has  bor- 
rowed heavily,  and  carried  out  extensive  public 
works  in  order  to  make  the  land  valuable,  and 
therefore  the  land  should  pay  its  share  towards 
Mdeeniing  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony. 
But  if  you  raise  the  price  of  your  land  above  tlie 
market  price  of  land  in  other  places,  and  people 
can  buy  land  cheaper  in  the  other  colonies,  they 
will  pass  by  our  doors  and  go  where  they  can 
make  the  best  bargain.  I  am  willing  to  concede 
to  gentlemen  from  Otago,  Canterbury,  and  other 
provinces,  knowing  the  wants  of  their  own  pro- 
vinces, that  they  may  be  right  in  raising  the  price 
of  their  lands,  and  that  it  will  confer  a  benefit 
upon  them;  but  I  protest  against  their  raising 
the  price  of  land  in  Auckland,  because  it  will 
amount  simply  to  stopping  all  settlement  in  that 
province  until  the  price  is  lowered  again.  I  do 
not  speak  without  book  in  this  matter.  I  am 
not  a  landholder  in  the  Province  of  Auckland, 
nor  am  I  even  a  resident  there  now ;  but  I  say, 
in  all  sincerity,  that  the  effect  of  patting  this 
measure  into  force  in  the  Province  of  Auckland 
will  simply  be  to  drive  all  settlement  from  the 
province,  either  to  the  other  provinces  or  to  the 
other  colonies.  If  we  have  poor  land,  it  is  our 
misfortune;  do  not  make  it  our  crime.  If  a 
large  quantity  of  our  land  will  not  find  a  ready 
market,  do  not  make  it  a  reproach  to  us  that 
we  endeavour  to  make  it  profitable  in  some 
way.  If  this  measure  passes  and  you  increase 
the  price  of  our  land,  you  must  shut  up  settle- 
ment; and  I  am  bold  to  say  that  for  the  next 
five  years  after  it  oomes  into  force  there  wUl 
not  be  five  pounds'  worth  of  land  sold  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland.  Is  it  fair  that  this  province 
•hould  be  handicapped  in  this  way  ?  She  was  at 
one  time  the  leading  province  in  the  colony ; 
she  is  now  the  second  in  population  and  revenue, 
Attd  if  you  allow  her  to  work  out  her  own  destiny 
•he  wiU  succeed ;  but  if  you  do  not,  and  if  you 
impose  such  heavy  conditions  on  her  as  this  bill 
provides,  she  will  before  long  be  compelled  to 
linger  in  the  race  of  progress.  When  such  a  re- 
•olt  as  that  arises  from  the  legislation  of  this 
House — legislation  of  a  hasty  kind,  founded  upon 
no  experience  and  with  nothing  to  justify  it— I 


say  it  is  a  crime  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature.  I 
iim  quite  aware  of  the  financial  objections  to  this 
measure.  My  honorable  friend  the  Premier  will 
tell  me  that  it  is  an  argument  which  requires  con- 
sideration to  enable  me  to  reply  to  it — ^that  we 
must  make  public  works,  and  carry  on  our  insti- 
tutions. I  quite  admit  it ;  but  I  tell  him  that 
abolition  was  obtained  on  different  grounds.  The 
people  were  told  that  they  were  going  to  have 
everything — ^their  roads,  their  works,  their  govern- 
ment were  to  be  better  and  more  economically  car- 
ried on  than  under  the  old  system  of  separate  pro- 
vinces. I  maintain  that  under  the  old  system  we 
managed  at  all  events  to  strangle  on,  and  we  had 
liberal  land  laws  which  enabled  our  province  to 
become  settled  ;  but  now  you  are  going  to  deprive 
us  of  the  benefit  of  the  measures  which  best  suited 
our  requirements,  and  to  reduce  us  to  a  condition 
which  will  make  us  assume  bat  a  small  position 
in  the  colony.  The  whole  subject  b  rife  with 
complaint.  I  may  add,  as  bearing  upon  this  sub- 
ject, that  from  1871  to  the  present  time  the 
colony  has  been  buying  what  it  has  facetiously 
termed  a  waste  lands  estate  for  Auckland.  Hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  pounds  have  been  spent, 
and  I  forget  how  many  persons  have  been  em- 
ployed upon  this  work ;  but  I  would  ask,  what 
are  the  results  ?  The  results  are  infinitesimal. 
Tou  may  still  see  from  year  to  year,  in  the  reports 
of  the  Native  Minister,  the  black  lines  of  figures 
showing  the  quantity  of  land  purchased  in  Auck- 
land, but  a  very  small  portion  of  that  land  has 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  provincial  autho- 
rities to  deal  with.  There  really  appears  to  have 
been  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Government — I  do  not  allude  to  the  honorable 
member  now  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  but 
to  his  predecessor — to  compel  the  province  to  go 
in  for  abolition  by  taking  away  its  land,  and 
thereby  preventing  its  keepine  up  its  revenue. 
Even  in  the  Waste  Lands  Act  of  1874,  the 
most  unjust  provisions  were  put  in  against  my 
Bill,  which  practically  shut  up  the  lands  of 
the  province  from  settlement ;  and  I  contend 
we  shall  be  making  a  very  great  mistake  now 
if  we  pass  this  Bill.  It  will  be  a  great  mistake 
to  put  a  stop  to  a  waste  lands  system  which 
had  been  proved  to  be  suited  to  each  district ; 
and  the  House  cannot  be  justified  in  passing  a 
measure  which  shuts  the  door  to  progress,  and 
makes  settlement  impossible.  I  trust  the  honor- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  further 
consider  this  question — that  he  will  be  able  to  see 
his  way  to  give  further  consideration  to  it  durine 
the  recess.  I  cannot  understand  how  he  could 
possibly  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  by 
raising  the  price  of  land  in  Auckland,  the 
operation  of  the  homestead  system  and  of  the 
special-settlement  system  Lb  likely  to  prove  bene- 
ficial to  that  province.  If,  to  keep  up  the 
finances  of  the  colony,  and  to  justify  abolition,  it 
is  right  to  sacrifice  a  large  section  of  the  com- 
munity, he  may  perhaps  see  it,  but  I  cer- 
tainly cannot.  But  if  lie  believes,  as  I  believe 
he  does,  that  it  is  only  fair  to  allow  each 
part  of  the  colony  to  work  out  its  own  destiny, 
to  introduce  population  and  strive  for  its  pros- 
perity, then  I  think  he  will  withdnw  this  mea- 
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Native  ai&irs.  Whether  thii  Bill  would  affect 
the  Katires  of  the  North  Island  or  not,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say;  but  he  could  tay  that  it 
was  absolutely  neoeesary,  and  in  fact  almost  com- 
pulsory, that  some  Act  should  be  passed  to  regu- 
late the  affairs  of  the  lessors  and  lessees  in  the 
town  of  Greymouth.  It  had  been  stated,  and 
was  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Katire  Com- 
missioner, that  the  people  of  Gbeymouth  had  in- 
vested very  largely  m  buildings  on  Native  land. 
It  was  not  only,  as  had  been  said,  to  the  extent  of 
£40,000  that  these  investments  had  been  made  ; 
but  he  could  state,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  it  was  to  the  extent  of  £100,000.  But  what 
had  been  the  state  of  affiurs  there  ?  There  was  a 
time  when  the  Natives  had  the  leasing  of  the 
land  in  their  own  hands ;  but  the  Gk)vemment 
stepped  in,  and  rightly  so,  because  designing 
people  of  our  own  race  took  advantage  of  the  Na- 
tives, and  made  good  barpdns  for  themselves. 
But  ever  since  then  the  Native  Commissioner  had 
arranged  affairs  between  the  lessors  and  lessees. 
What  was  the  case,  however  ?  There  were  about 
100  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  G-reymouth 
which  had  been  let  to  the  people  there,  and 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  rent  m>m  those  100 
acres  amounted  to  from  £3,000  to  £4,000  a 
year.  That,  honorable  gentlemen  would  admit, 
was  a  very  fair  rent,  if  not  an  excessive  one. 
And  what  did  the  people  of  Ghreymouth  de- 
sire ?  They  did  not  require  to  have  their  rents 
reduced  —  they  did  not  even  ask  for  that ; 
but  they  desired  to  be  a  little  safer  in  their 
tenure.  Hitherto  the  renewal  of  the  leases  by 
the  Native  Commissioner  had  been  granted  more 
as  a  {atout,  although  at  the  very  beginning  a 
promise  was  held  out  to  the  tenants  that  the 
leases  would  be  renewed  from  time  to  time. 
Latterly  the  leases  had  been  renewed  for  a  period 
of  twenty-one  years.  Therefore  it  would  be  seen 
by  honorable  members  that,  in  any  case,  there 
was  a  necessity  for  arranging  the  position  between 
the  Natives  and  Europeans  in  the  tolm  of  Ghrey- 
mouth.  As  he  had  stated  before,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  how  far  the  Bill  would  affect  Native 
reserves  in  the  North  Island,  but  he  was  positive 
that  the  question  of  the  Native  reserves  in  the 
Middle  Island,  or  at  least  in  the  Province  of 
Westland,  required  to  be  looked  into  by  the 
Legislature,  in  order  to  give  the  occupiers  of 
those  reserves  a  more  secure  tenure  than  they  at 
present  possesBed.  It  had  been  stated  in  the 
CouncU,  and  he  thought  also  in  the  report  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Mackay,  that  the  uncertain  tenure  of 
the  land  had  prevented  the  inhabitants  of  Grey- 
mouth  from  erecting  more  substantial  buildings. 
If  honorable  members,  however,  were  acquainted 
with  that  town,  they  would  know  that  already 
very  substantial  buildings  had  been  erected  on 
the  Native  reserves;  and  if  more  reliable  arrange- 
ments were  come  to  between  the  Natives  and 
Europeans,  there  was ,  not  the  least  doubt  that 
most  substantial  and  valuable  buildings  would  be 
erected  in  the  place.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  town  of  Greymouth  was  not  entirely 
dependent  on  the  gold  fields.  The  resources  of 
that  district  were  so  manifold,  and  the  coal  de- 
posits so  valuable,  that  there  was  every  reason  to  j 


hope  Ghreymouth  would  become  the  Newcastle  of 
New  Zealand  before  long.  For  those  reasons  ho 
hoped  honorable  members  would  agree  to  the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  or  at  least  the  ctause  which 
referr^  to  the  leasing  of  the  land  in  the  town  of 
Greymouth.  He  would  be  prepared  to  consent 
to  any  amendments  that  might  be  considered 
necessary,  if  only  they  could  arrive  at  a  more 
satisfactory  arrangement  between  the  Native 
owners  and  the  European  occupiers  of  the  re- 
serves in  Greymouth. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  was  very  sor^ 
he  could  not  support  the  amendment  of  hu 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Wi  Tako,  and  he  could  not 
do  so  in  the  interests  of  a  small  portion  of  the 
Maori  race.  He  was  on  the  Pubhc  Petitions 
Committee  when  the  question  of  the  Gh^eprmouth 
Native  Beserve  came  under  consideration.  It 
was  before  the  Committee  for  several  days ;  the j 
had  ample  evidence  upon  it,  and  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
thing  to  place  that  reserve  in  the  hands  of  the 
Maori  people,  because  they  would  sell  the  land^ 
and  their  families  and  children  be  left  beggars. 
The  Committee  fonned  the  opinion  that  it  was 
very  desirable  that  sixty  vears'  leases,  with  a  fresh 
assessment  at  the  end  oi  every  twenty-one  years, 
should  be  given  to  those  who  were  at  present  in 
the  occupation  of  the  reserves.  For  that  reason 
he  was  bound  to  support  this  Bill  as  it  stood ;  and 
he  regretted,  that  in  the  interests  of  a  portion  of 
the  Maori  race,  he  could  not  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  trusted  the  Council 
would  deal  with  this  Bill  with  perhaps  an  ex- 
ceptional amount  of  consideration,  mainly  owing 
to  the  fact  that  it  had  been  introduced  so  late  in 
the  session,  and  that  not  through  any  &ult 
of  the  Government,  but  chiefly,  he  believed,  in 
consequence  of  the  unfortunate  indisposition  of 
his  honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
He  thought  that  the  proposal  whibh  had  been 
made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  one  which 
would  commend  itself  to  Ihe  ConncQ  as  being 
a  more  fiur  and  equitable  mode  of  dealing  with 
this  Bill  than  accepting  the  amendment  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata  to  postpone  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  for  six  months  without 
anv  fiuther  consideration.  In  his  opinion,  the 
reference  to  a  Select  Committee,  where  the 
matters  that  had  been  alluded  to  could  be  more 
thoroughly  dealt  with,  would  be  the  proper 
course  to  adopt  with  reference  to  a  measure  such 
as  this,  which  really  alfected  not  only  the  Maori 
proprietors  of  the  reserve,  but  also  a  very  large 
number  of  European  proprietors  and  many 
important  and  valuable  interests.  He  there- 
fore trusted  the  Council  would  see  its  way 
to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, with  a  view  of  having  the  fuller  inquiry 
which  would  be  afforded  by  that  means.  With 
reference  to  the  objections  that  had  been  taken  to 
the  measure  up  to  the  present  time,  he  thought 
they  really  comprised  only  two  questions.  One 
was  that  named  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata,  that 
the  Bill  interfered  not  only  with  Ituids  in  the 
Middle  Island  —  to  which  he  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  did  not  object — but  also 
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with  lands  in  the  North  Island ;  and  tho  other 
point  was  that  started  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
nouse,  that  because  the  Act  of  1873  had  not  been 
brouffhC  into  operation  it  was  right  that  a  protest 
■hould  be  entered  against  the  action  of  the  Gb- 
Temment  in  that  respect  He  apprehended  that 
neither  of  those  objections  would  be  considered 
sufficient  to  lead  to  the  nostponement  of  the  Bill. 
With  reference  to  the  objection  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wafcerhouse,  he  thought  the  honorable  gentleman 
might  be  satisfied  bj  testiffing  in  his  place  in  the 
Council  his  condemnation  of  the  course  that  was 
adopted.  That  would  be  sufficient  to  relie?e  the 
honorable  gentleman's  mind  of  any  responsibility 
as  to  bein^  a  consenting  party  to  the  iu^t  having 
remained  in  abcyauce;  and  he  thought  it  should 
not  be  allowed  to  weigh  against  the  yery  impor- 
tant interests  which  this  JBill  proposed  to  deal 
with.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  inter- 
ference with  lands  in  the  North  Island^  he 
thought  a  perusal  of  the  Tonr  valuable  memoran- 
dum by  Mr.  Mackay,  and  also  of  the  Bill  itself, 
would  convince  honorable  members — and  if  it 
did  not,  he  was  sure  evidence  could  be  procured 
that  would— that  only  a  very  small  section  of 
lands  in  the  North  Islandi  and  very  few  of  the 
Natives  there,  would  be  affected  by  the  operation 
of  this  Bill.  He  found,  on  reference  to  the  Bill 
and  to  the  memorandum  of  Mr.  Mackay,  that  the 
Native  reserves  were  classified  into  five  different 
sections  ;  and  in  page  2  of  Mr.  Mackay's  report 
he  found  a  recognition  of  the  principle  which 
was  affirmed  by  the  Act  of  1873,  and  which  was 
given  effect  to  in  the  Bill  now  proposed  to  be 
read  a  second  time.  Mr.  Mackay,  in  his  memo- 
zmndum,  said, — 

**  The  Assembly,  in  passing  the  Act  of  1873, 
having  declared  its  belief  that  it  was  advisable 
that  the  Natives  should  have  a  voice  in  the 
management  of  their  lauds,  this  right  has  been 
eitended  to  them  in  the  case  of  reserves  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  dass." 

Therefore  reference  to  the  Bill  would  show  that 
a  very  large  and  important  series  of  the  reserves 
would  stiU  continue  to  be  admiaistered  in  ac- 
eordance  with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.  The  parts  of  the  reserves  that  were  more 
particularly  connected  with  the  West  Coast  were 
those  comprised  in  sections  2,  8,  and  4 ;  and  he 
might  say  that  handing  those  over  to  the  Com- 
missioner to  deal  with  would  affect  to  a  very 
small  degree  any  lands  in  the  North  Island,  and 
would  affect  a  very  small  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  that  island.  With  reference  to  the  lands 
in  Q-reymouth,  he  thought  he  might  be  pardoned 
£>r  quoting  from  a  return  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Council  to  show  what  was  really  the  extent  of  the 
interests  concerned.  He  found  that  during  the 
year  1875-76  there  had  been  no  less  a  sum  than 
£4,213  received  from  the  rents  of  those  reserves, 
and,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, this  money  had  been  received  mainly  for 
the  benefit  of  about  twenty  or  twenty-five  Na- 
tives. The  Council  would  see  that  a  very  large 
European  population — ^upwards  of  at  least  500 
tenants — were  affected  by  this  question  of  the 
reserves.  The  question  of  the  tenure  t^ey  ought 
to  hold  bad  been  ft  matter  of  yery  serious  con- 


sideration to  all  who  were  occupiers  of  those 
reserves  for  a  number  of  years  past,  and  efforts 
had  been  made  in  various  directions  to  get  tlmt 
security  of  tenure  without  which  no  town  could 
possibly  progress.  And  he  might  say  here  that  the 
larger  part  of  the  business  portion  of  the  town  of 
G-reymouth  was  built  upon  thb  Native  land,  and 
therefore  it  was  that  the  matter  was  so  pressing. 
He  would  further  add,  in  connection  with  the  oc- 
cupation of  these  Native  lands,  that  the  lessees 
had  gone  to  very  considerable  expense  indeed  in 
the  shape  of  taxation  and  private  subscriptions 
in  order  to  preserve  this  Native  property. 
Honorable  members  must  be  well  aware  of  the 
very  serious  floods  which  occurred  from  time  to 
time  in  the  Grey  River.  They  had  cut  away  a 
very  Itrge  portion  of  this  Native  reserve  j  and 
without  very  considerable  expenditure  having 
been  incurred  by  the  tenants,  to  which  he  be- 
lieved the  Native  Trust  only  contributed  to  a 
yerj  small  extent,  the  whole  of  the  property 
would  have  been  rendered  utterly  valueless,  and 
the  Natives  would  not  have  been  in  receipt  of  the 
large  rents  they  are  now  obtaining.  He  thought 
also  that  it  was  a  matter  of  very  considerable  im- 
portance that  engagements,  whether  made  di- 
rectly by  agreement  or  implied  by  the  Native 
Commissioner,  should  be  maintained.  This  was 
borne  out  very  fully  by  the  Commissioner's  re- 
port with  reference  to  tnat  matter.    He  said, — 

"  In  the  case  of  the  tenants  on  the  Native  re- 
serves in  Westland,  but  more  especially  In  regard 
to  the  tenantry  at  Greymouth,  the  above  rule  will 
have  to  be  faithfully  observed  in  respect  of  the 
implied  right  of  renewal,  as  they  have  always 
been  led  to  understand  that  a  renewal  of  their 
leases  would  be  granted  them,  at  a  moderately 
increased  rent,  at  the  end  of  the  subsisting  term, 
depending  on  the  annual  amount  of  rental  hither- 
to paid.  On  the  £uth  of  this,  they  have  erected 
substantial  buildings  and  improvements  to  the 
value  of  over  £40,000,  besides  raising  money  for 
town  improvements.  This  last  expenditure, 
coupled  with  the  outlay  needed  for  other  muni- 
cipal works,  has  necessitated  their  levying  a  tax 
equal  to  10  per  cent,  on  tho  annual  value  of  their 
properties." 

Then  Mr.  Maokay  went  on  further  to  deal 
with  that  question,  and  with  the  proposed 
arrangement  as  to  rentals.  Now,  although  the 
Bill  proposed  to  give  leases  for  a  very  consider- 
able period,  still  it  was  proposed  that  at  the 
end  oT  every  twenty-one  years  the  rentals  should 
be  re-assessed.  Therefore  the  Natives  would 
derive  full  benefit  from  the  improvement  of 
their  property  by  the  increased  rentals  they 
would  receive,  and  the  owners  and  occupiers 
would  have  had  that  security  of  tenure  with- 
out which  no  town  could  possibly  progress. 
Although,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
also  in  the  Council,  petitions  had  been  presented 
from  the  Natives  bearing  upon  this  question,  as 
the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  had  pointed  out  these 
matters  had  been  examined  very  carefully,  and 
reports  by  the  respective  Committees  had  been 
submitted  favourable  to  the  passing  of  this 
measure.  That,  he  thought,  was  an  additional 
reason  for  passing  the  Bill|  and  allowing  th6 
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matter  to  receive  fuller  inTeatigation  by  a  Com- 
mittee. He  did  not  wish  to  enter  at  any  length 
upon  the  merits  of  the  question,  trusting  that 
the  Council  would  agree  to  the  reference  to  the 
Select  'Committee,  so  that  the  matter  might  be 
inquired  into;  but  he  thought  the  appeal,  if 
he  might  say  so,  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who 
did  not  feel  equal  to  entering  at  great  length 
into  the  subject,  ought  of  itself  to  warrant  the 
Council  in  passing  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  allowing  it  to  be  subjected  to  the 
invedtigation  which  was  proposed.  He  would 
support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  would  sup- 

gort  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ngalata  in  this  matter,  because 
e  thought  that  the  Act  which  was  passed  in  1873, 
after  careful  investigation,  should  be  givep  a  fair 
trial  before  it  was  repealed.  He  did  not  approve 
of  their  consenting  to  grant  these  lands  without 
much  better  evidence  than  had  been  adduced  to 
the  Council  that  any  such  arrangement  was  ever 
entered  into  by  a  proper  authority.  As  far  as  he 
had  been  able  to  see,  the  petitions  which  had  been 
received  from  the  Natives  were  all  against  the 
Bill,  and  he  was  bound  to  pay  great  deference  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kgatata,  who  he 
knew  had  treated  the  subject  with  great  attention 
for  some  weeks,  and  had  made,  he  was  led  to 
believe,  every  inquiry  from  people  of  his  own  race 
who  were  interested  in  the  matter.  That  honor- 
able gentleman  had  for  some  weeks  been  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  very  undesirable  to  pass 
this  Bill.  There  could  be  no  justification  for 
bringing  in  a  Bill  which  dealt  with  the  freehold 
property  of  persons  of  the  Kative  race  in  the  last 
few  days  of  the  session.  It  was  not  right  that 
the  Council  should  be  asked  to  deal  with  lands 
that  belonged  to  the  Natives  when  there  was  so 
little  time  to  consider  the  matter.  It  was  not 
risht  to  ask  the  Council  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a 
S^ect  Committee  at  this  period  of  the  session ; 
because  it  would  be  impossible  for  members,  dur- 
ing the  few  days  that  the  session  would  last,  to 
do  justice  to  the  Bills,  which  were  already  before 
them.  Under  such  circumstances  he  did  not  think 
he  would  be  wrong  in  Yellowing  the  lead  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ngafata.  A  Bill  had  been  passed  which 
had  been  strongly  supported  by  his  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Hart ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  honor- 
able gentleman  would  have  advocated  it  so  warmly 
if  ho  had  thoroughly  understood  what  he  was 
doing.  He  thought  that  honorable  members 
ought  to  refuse  to  enter  into  Bills  of  this  kind  at 
such  a  late  period  of  the  session,  more  especially 
when,  as  in  this  case,  the  existing  law  had  not 
been  put  fairly  on  its  trial. 

*  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  that  honor- 
able gentlemen  would  consider  well  before  they 
came  to  a  decision  on  this  matter.  He  trusted 
they  would  permit  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time,  and  then  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 
The  deliberations  of  the  Committee  need  not 
occupy  a  long  time.  Mr.  Mackay,  who  was  an 
authority  on  the  subject  of  these  Native  reserves, 
was  now  in  Wellington,  and  if  he  were  before  the 
Committee  he  could,  in  a  very  short  time,  give 
the  Committee  a  sreat  deal  more  information 
ftnd  ifhxow  a  ^eat  deal  more  light  on  the  subject 


than  he  (Dr.  Pollen)  could  now  attempt  to  do. 
He  was  advised  that  the  extent  of  land  which 
was  affected  by  this  Bill  was  very  small.  He  was 
informed  tliat,  whilst  the  reserves  which  had  al- 
ready been  made  in  the  North  Island  amounted 
to  considerably  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of 
acres  of  land,  the  number  of  acres  which  would 
be  affected  by  the  operation  of  the  Bill  was  not 
more  than  5,000  or  6,000  at  the  outside.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  allow  the  Bill  to  he 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. The  Committee  appointed  last  year  con- 
sisted of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar,  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ngatata,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hart,  and  himself.  He  woiud  propose  that  the 
name  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  G-.  B.  Johnson,  or  of  some 
other  honorable  gentleman,  should  be  substituted 
for  that  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taylor,  who  was  not 
now  in  the  Council.  The  Committee  might  meet 
next  day  and  take  the  evidence  of  Mr.  H^kaj. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'now'  stand 
part  of  the  question ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         17 

Noes         10 


Majority  for 


Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Bdwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


Atm. 


Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Phaiasyn, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Rhodes, 

Major  Bichmond,  OJB,, 

Mr.  Bussell, 

Mr.  Seotknd, 

Mr.  Stokes. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  NgataU, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Waterhouse, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 
consequently  negatived. 


Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Gt.  R.  Johnson, 
Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Kohere, 
Mr.  Mantel], 
The  amendment  was 
and  the  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DISEASED  SHEEP  BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  the  amendments 
made  in  this  Bill  by  the  other  House  were  of  a 
very  important  nature,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  desirable  to  endeavour  to  arrive  at  some  agree- 
ment on  the  subject  in  the  usual  way.  He  there- 
fore proposed.  That  the  Council  do  disagree  with 
the  amendments. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GhRACE  thought  the  Council 
should  agree  to  the  amendments  suggested  by  the 
House  of  Representatives.  It  was  an  unfortu- 
nate fact  that,  owing  to  the  rough  nature  of  the 
country  on  the  east  coast  of  this  province,  when 
once  scab  was  introduced  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  get  rid  of  it.  He  owned  sheep  him- 
self, and  had  found  that  his  sheep,  though  he 
tried  to  keep  them  clean,  generally  got  the  scab 
about  once  a  year  from  his  neighbours'  sheep. 
Tl^e  BUI  was^  in  his  opinion,  one  which  would 
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hare  a  good  effect,  bat  at  the  lame  time  it  was 
qaeetionable  whether  such  extreme  measures  as 
were  laid  down  in  the  Bill  were  necessarj.  He 
belicTed  that  if  they  were  brought  into  operation 
a  great  many  people  would  be  rained.  He  was, 
however,  prepared  to  take  his  chance  under  the 
prorisions  of  the  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOXTSB  said  he  was 
quite  satisfied  that,  imless  some  such  Bill  as  this 
were  passed,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
stamp  out  scab.  So  long  as  there  was  scab  in  the 
oountry,  there  was  the  danger  of  the  resources 
of  the  colony  being  seriously  diminished.  That 
scab  could  be  stamped  out  of  a  country  was  quite 
dear,  from  what  biad  taken  place  in  other  colo- 
nies. The  scab  law  had  been  most  beneficial  to 
South  Australia:  in  fact,  scab  had  been  com- 
pletely stamped  out  there  by  means  of  it,  and 
people  who  had  hitherto  derived  no  income 
from  their  sheep  were  thereby  enabled  to  do 
so.  In  Victoria,  scab  was  allowed  to  run  ram- 
pant for  many  years,  and  the  Scab  Act  was 
introduced  there  in  the  face  of  a  great  outcry 
from  persons  whose  fiocks  were  affected  by  scab. 
An  Act  on  the  subject  of  scab  was  only  passed 
when  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  by  those 
flockowners  whose  sheep  were  clean.  The  result 
of  that  legislation,  however,  was  that  scab  had 
been  stamped  out  in  Victoria,  and  the  same  thing 
had  occurred  in  New  South  Wales  and  Tasmania. 
In  New  Zealand,  scab  still  existed  to  a  considerable 
extent.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Marlborough  and  Nelson.  It  was  the 
practice  to  send  sheep  from  one  province  to  another 
by  steamer,  and  it  would  easily  be  understood  that 
scab  might  be  introduced  into  a  "  clean"  province 
in  this  way.  It  was  known  that  the  sheep  which 
were  brought  by  butchers  were  frequently  more 
or  less  suffering  from  scab.  Only  h  few  months 
ago  the  disease  had  been  ^brought  to  this  neigh- 
bourhood by  some  sheep  which  had*  been  intro- 
duced in  this  manner.  He  believed  that  the 
amendments  which  the  Council  was  now  con- 
sidering had  been  put  into  the  BiU  by  some 
persons  who  were  interested  in  the  Province  of 
Marlborough,  and  who  were  so  short-sighted  as 
not  to  be  able  to  see  that  the  Bill  would  really 
be  for  their  own  benefit.  He  hoped  that  the 
Council  would  not  agree  to  the  amendments,  but 
that  some  arrangement  would  be  come  to  between 
the  two  Houses,  by  which  some  legislation  of  a 
stringent  nature  might  be  agreed  to— legislation 
which  woald  have  the  effect  not  only  of  checking 
but  actually  of  stamping  out  scab. 

The  Hon.  Captain  f  BASER  thought  that  if 
they  opposed  the  amendments  they  would  imperil 
the  BuL  He  thought  they  were  making  a  great 
mistake  in  passing  stringent  Scab  Acts.  They 
did  not  want  stringent  Scab  Acts ;  they  wanted 
Magistrates  who  would  do  their  duty.  They  had 
a  very  mild  Act  in  Otago ;  but  they  stamped  out 
scab,  because  the  Magistrates  did  their  duty. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  explained  that  he  did 
not  intend  by  his  motion  that,  in  the  event  of 
their  being  unable  to  agree  with  any  modification 
in  the  amendments,  they  should  lose  the  BiU ; 
but  he  thought  it  was  right  they  should  make  an 
effort  in  order  to  see  whether  a  modification  could 


not  be  arrived  at  which  would  meet  the  views 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  also 
the  views  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  whose  views 
he  was  sure  they  would  be  willing  to  give  great 
weight  to. 

Question  put,  "That  this  Council  doth  not 
concur  with  the  amendments  made  by  the  House 
of  Representatives ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         15 

Noes         10 


Majority  for 


Atb8. 


Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  G-.  B.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Nurse,  * 
Mr.  Peter, 

Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 


Mr.  Pharasyu, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Rhodes, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Waterhouse, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Lieut-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmaun, 
Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Scotland. 
The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  following  managers  appointed  to  draw  up 
reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendments : — 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stokes, 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall. 

DEBTORS  AND  CREDITORS  BILL. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLIJSN,  in  moving  That  the 
Council  doth  not  insist  on  its  amendments  of  the 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill  objected  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  said  that  the  amend- 
ments in  question  were  carried  by  the  very  small 
majority  of  two.  Seeing  that  the  necessity  for  legis- 
lation on  this  subject  was  admitted,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  imperil  the  measure  by 
insisting  upon  the  amendments  which  at  the 
instance  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  the  Council  had 
been  induced  to  adopt. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  very  much  regretted 
that  the  reasons  assigned  on  the  part  of  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  for  dissenting  from  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Council  most  distinctly 
misrepresented  the  effect  of  those  amendments. 
He  was  sorry  for  it,  because  the  amendments  were 
in  print,  and  the  reasons  alleged  were  in  print. 
He  would  read  the  reasons  to  which  he  referred. 
The  first  was,— 

"That  the  said  amendments  alter  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Act,  and  take  the  management  of 
estates  practically  out  of  the  hands  of  credi- 
tors to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  officials." 

Now,  the  amendments  did  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  touch  the  power  of  creditors  to  appoint  a 
trustee  in  any  case  in  which  they  chose  to  ap- 
point a  trustee,  so  that  nothing  whatever  was 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  creditors  by  those 
amendments.  He  gave  a  practical  denial  to  the 
first  of  these  reasoiis.     The  second  reason  was,— 
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"  That  OTery  pro?ision  neoessaiy  to  preveut  de- 
lay in  the  Testing  and  management  of  bankrupt 
estates  was  made  in  the  Bill  sent  up  to  the  Legis- 
latire  Oouncil,  without  interfering  with  the  exer- 
cise  of  the  profession  of  assignee  bj  prirate  indi- 
riduals." 

He  did  not  understand  what  was  meant  b^ 
"the  profession  of  assignee  by  prirate  indi- 
riduals."  The  Testing  of  estates  in  the  Registrar 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  oould  do  nothing 
towards  taking  possession  until  such  time  as  the 
creditors'  trustee  was  appointed,  was  praotioally  a 
delay  in  that  which  was  necessary  in  the  Tery  first 
instance — namely,  taking  possession  of  the  estate, 
and  prcTenting  it  being  wasted  by  nobody  being 
ooncemed  in  the  possession  of  it  until  the  meet- 
ing of  creditors.  As  far  as  he  understood  that 
reason,  he  must  give  a  practical  denial  to  it  also. 
He  would  refer  to  the  next  two  reasons  presently, 
but  would  at  once  proceed  to  deal  with  the  fifth 
reason,  which  was  as  follows : — 

''  That  the  system  of  official  assignees  was  not 
found  satisfactory  in  this  colony ;  and  that  the 
principle  of  free  trade  in  the  profession  of  trustee, 
accepted  by  the  legislation  of  last  year,  has  not 
receiTed  a  fair  trial." 

Now,  the  return  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  Council  on  his  motion  showed  that  in  739  out 
of  something  under  900  cases  the  official  assignees 
administered  those  estates.  In  many  of  those 
cases  the  official  assignees  were  appointed  by  the 
creditors  themselres  j  and  to  say  that  the  system 
was  uusalis factory  was  to  say  that  which  ex- 
perience proTed  was  inconsistent  with  fact.  The 
words  "  the  principle  of  free  trade  in  the  profes- 
sion of  trustee,  accepted  by  the  legislation  of  last 
year,  has  not  yet  receiTed  a  fair  trial,"  were 
absolutely  without  meaning  or  absolutely  de- 
ceptiTC.  He  did  not  know  what  was  meant  by 
the  principle  of  free  trade  in  the  profession  of 
trustee.  The  creditors  were  authorized  by  the 
Act  in  existence  to  elect  their  own  trustee  if  they 
pleased,  and  what  was  meant  by  "  the  profession 
of  trustee  "  he  did  not  understand  in  the  sense  of 
this  reason.  If  it  had  any  meaning — if  it  meant 
that  the  State  would  not  accept  trusteeship  in 
any  case,  and  that  the  State  should  not  accept 
trusteeship  in  any  case — what  was  the  meaning 
and  intention  of  those  statutes  passed  by  the 
Legislature  which  added  so  much  to  the  powers 
of  the  Public  Trustee  ?  They  actually  put  into 
his  hands  the  management  of  the  estates  of  ab- 
sentees who  had  not  been  represented  in  the 
colony  for  ten  years,  and  enabled  him — Tery 
much  to  the  benefit  of  those  estates — to  let 
them  for  a  period  of  scTcn  years.  He  mentioned 
tbis  simply  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
State  did  take  trusts  upon  itself— trusts,  it  was 
true,  where  there  was  likely  to  be  a  profit  on  the 
estates,  but  it  did  not  try  to  escape  the  duty  cast 
upon  it  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case.  As  he  had  stated  briefly  before,  the  State, 
in  this  case,  interfered  with  the  rights  of  indiTi- 
duals  by  suspending  in  the  first  instance,  abso- 
lutely taking  away  in  the  last,  the  rights  of  the 
creditors  aeainst  the  debtor.  HaTing  done  that, 
they  were  bound  to  take  care  that  what  the  debtor 
hAd  was  dirided  among  the  creditors.     To  aay 


that  was  a  pnTate  matter,  and  not  an  interfe^ 
ence  by  the  State  with  the  estate  of  the  debtor  was 
what  he  did  not  understand  and  oould  not  unde^ 
stand.  He  would  also  yerj  briefly  refer  to  tlie 
fact  that  the  Government,  in  this  case,  was  not 
representing  the  meroantile  interest  of  the  coIodj. 
In  Otago,  Canterbury,  and  Auckland  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  had  been  com- 
pletely pronounced  on  tliis  subject,  and  he  be- 
UcTcd  that  the  merchants  and  bimkers  throughout 
the  colony  had  but  one  opinion.  Again,  did  tb 
Q-o?ernment  escape  responsibilitj  by  the  position 
which  it  had  taken  up  as  to  trusteeship  under 
this  Bill  ?  What  difference  could  it  bo  in  effe(| 
that  the  Government  should  directly  appoint  t^ 
trustee  or  appoint  an  officer  to  appoint  the  tr«j- 
tee?  If  the  trustee  was  appoint^  by  the  R^a- 
trar  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  as  effecti^llr 
appointed  by  the  GoTemment  as  if  he  werf  ap- 
pointed by  the  latter  direct.  He  thought  then 
were  matters  of  reason  and  principle,  and  ought 
not  to  be  overcome  by  reasons  so  slexider,  qfiallow, 
and  superficial  as  those  upon  which  he  vas  nov 
commenting.    The  third  reason  was — 

"That  the  appointment  of  permaneQi  official 
trustees  in  CTery  judicial  district  in  tb^  coontiy 
throws  a  responsibility  on  the  StaU  for  ihs 
management  of  priTate  business,  pom  which 
creditors  should  not  be  relieved." 

The  answer  to  that  had  been  j^Iven  in  the 
observations  he  had  already  madtf.  A  trustee 
appointed  by  the  Begistrar  of  the  Supreme  Court 
was  actually  appointed  by  the  State.  The  incon- 
Tenience  was  that  the  address  qi  such  a  trustee 
was  not  known  to  the  creditorf,  which  would  not 
be  the  case  with  an  official  trustee.  The  next 
reason  was : — 

"  That  it  would  be  necegiarr,  in  the  event  of 
official  trustees  being  appointed,  in  order  to  secure 
the  efficient  discharge  of  their  duties,  that  such 
trustees  should  receive  a  salary,  instead  of  being 
paid  by  fees;  and  that  it  is  not  adrisable  to 
create  another  class  of  salaried  officials." 

He  had  not  heard  throughout  the  colonj  thai 
such  a  necessity  had  been  found  to  exist.  Tbe^ 
had  no  CTidence  of  such  a  necessity  before  them 
this  session ;  and  in  a  matter  so  important  as  the 
passing  of  an  Act  which  related  to  the  arrange- 
ments between  debtors  and  creditors,  it  would 
haTe  been  desirable,  if  such  eridence  existed,  to 
place  it  before  the  Legislature.  They  had  been 
informed  that  the  existence  of  official  trustees  had 
caused  a  cost  to  the  country  of  £600  a  year  in 
the  appointment  of  an  official  inspector  in  bank- 
ruptcy. That  official  inspector  in  bankruptcy, 
one  would  suppose,  would  haTe  made  a  report  on 
the  duties  penormed  by  him,  and  would  hare 
reported  on  the  instances  in  which  he  had  de- 
tected discrepancies  in  the  accounts  of  trustees, 
negligence  in  their  duties,  or  had  otherwise  bene- 
ficialfy  interfered  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  interests  of  creditors.  There  had  not  been  a 
paper,  or  report,  or  eWdence  on  the  subject,  that 
lie  was  aware  df,  laid  before  the  Council,  and,  for 
anything  they  had  in  CTidence  before  them,  the 
office  of  official  inspector  might  as  well  not  have 
existed.  On  this  account  he  conceived  the  ^f 
reason  was  one  thai  would  not  hold  water,  and  » 
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thought  the  GhoTernmenfc  could  jiye  a  fair  answer 
to  anj  demand  for  such  an  office.  Thej  could 
•aj,  "  If  you  want  an  official  inspector  in  bank- 
raptcy,  his  salary  must  be  paid  by  means  of  a  tax 
leried  on  the  bankrupt  estates."  He  had  studied 
to  be  brief  in  his  remarks,  but  he  thought  he  had 
sufficiently,  disposed  of  the  reasons  giren  by  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  If  this  motion 
were  negatired,  he  would  more  that  managers  be 
appointai  to  reply  to  the  reasons. 

Question  put,  '*That  this  Council  doth  not 
insist  upon  its  amendments  in  the  Debtors  and 
Creditors  Bill;"  upon  which  a  dirision  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         7 

Koes         17 


Majority  against ... 


10 


Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Lahmaun, 
Dr.  Pollen, 


Atzs. 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Waterhouse. 


NOBB. 

Mr.  Mantel!. 
Mr.  Faterson, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Fharazyn, 
Mr.  Rhodes, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Scotland, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Colonel  Brett, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Captain  Eraser, 

Dr.  Grace, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Q.  R.  Johnson, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
The  motion  was  consequently  negatiyed,  and 
the  following  managers  were  appointed  to  prepare 
reasons  for  insisting  upon  the  amendments  made 
in  the  Bill  :~The  Hon.  Mr.  O.  R.  Johnson,  the 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  and  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
more* 
The  CounoU  adjourned  at  eight  o'oloek  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  BEPEESENTATIVES. 

IWfcIay,  24a  October,  1876. 


liitt  TteaiHng  Third  Beadinff— Ghriskohnroh  sad  Ahaora 
Mail  Serrioe— "TannaEi"  and  "Napiw"  —  OiTii 
Serrants-J.  Bani»— Width  of  Tires— Whangaroa  to 
Monffonai  Telegraph— Ban  Francisco  Mail  Mnrioe — 
Waste  Lands  BuL 

Mr.  Spbakib  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two 
o'doeik. 

PlLiTSBB. 

FIRST  RKADINa. 
The  KatiTe  Schools  Bai. 

THIRD  READING. 
The  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 

CHRISTCHURCH    AND    AHAURA   MAIL 
SERVICE. 
Mr.  KENNEDY  asked  the  Postmaster- Gene- 
ral, In  the  cTent  of  a  coach  serrice  being  estab- 


lished between  Christchurch  and  the  Hanmer 
Plains,  if  the  Goyemment  will  establish  a  pack- 
horse  mail  serrice  from  the  said  Plains  to  Ahaura, 
vid  the  Amuri  Pass,  if  obtainable  at  a  moderate 
cost?  He  would  merely  say  that  there  was  a 
considerable  settlement  tiusin^  place  in  the  Upper 
Buller  and  Grey  Yalleys,  whicn  would  be  much 
benefited  by  more  direct  communication  with  the 
Amuri  and  North  Canterbuir  District.  He  was 
reliably  informed  that  a  coach  serrice  was  about 
being  established  between  Christchurch  and  the 
Hanmer  Plains.  From  there  to  Ahaura,  a  dis- 
tance of  sixty  miles,  a  pack-horse  service  would, 
he  beliered,  be  obtained  at  a  moderate  cost. 
There  was  a  mail-coach  passing  Ahaura  daily, 
between  Greymouth  and  Reefton  ;  therefore  the 
mail  serrice  referred  to  in  the  question  would  be 
of  very  great  serrice  to  the  settlers  in  that  part  of 
the  country;  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  answer  his  question 
favourably. 

Mr,  WHITAKER  said  if  a  coach  serTice  was 
established,  the  Government  would  call  for  ten- 
ders for  the  service  the  honorable  gentleman 
required.  It  would  then  be  seen  whether  it 
could  be  performed  at  a  moderate  coat  or  not, 
and  a  decision  would  be  come  to. 

"TARANAKI"  AND  «  NAPIER." 
Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs,  Whether  he  will  lay  before  this  House 
the  papers  connected  with  the  inquiry  into  the 
condition  of  the  boilers  of  the  steamers  "  Tara- 
naki"  and  "Napier"? 

Mr.  G.  McLEAN  said  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  lay  the  papers  on  the  table. 

CIVIL  SERVANTS. 

Mr.  SWANSON  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
officers  of  the  General  Gt>vemment  are  subject  to 
the  same  restrictions  and  penalties  for  oflenoes 
committed  against  municipal  laws  and  regulations 
ae  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  ?  Ho  would  read 
a  letter  which  appeared  lately  in  an  Auckland 
newspaper  on  a  matter  of  considerable  import- 
ance, but  would  leave  out  two  or  three  lines  which 
were  not  necessary  to  make  the  meaning  of  the 
letter  dear.  The  following  letter  was  road  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Auckland  Cltj  Council : — 

"Auckland,  9th  October,  1876. 

*•  GxNTLBHBV, — I  respectfully  make  the  follow- 
ing report : — On  Satuitlay,  the  7th  instant,  at 
al^ut  10.80  a.m.,  Mr.  Halliday,  cabinetmaker, 
Shortland  Street,  called  at  the  office  to  complain 
of  a  nuisance  proceeding  from  and  belonging  to 
the  police  establishment  in  Chancery  Lane.  I 
went  with  Mr.  Halliday  to  see  the  nuisance  com- 
plained of,  and  he  pointed  the  matter  of  com- 
?laint  out.  We  went  to  the  police  establishment, 
asked  one  of  the  constables  if  ho  would  be  kind 
enough  to  show  me  upstairs.  He  referred  me  to 
the  sergeant- major,  who  went  with  us,  and  opened 
the  door,  and  remained  some  time  with  us.  I 
was  desirous  to  find  out  the  cause  of  the  nuisance 
complained  of,  and  where  it  proceeded  'from.  I 
procured  a  screw-driver,  and  unscrewed  two  screws 
from  the  front  of  the  scat,  and  was  in  the  act  of 
replacing  them,  when  Sergeant  Bulford  desired 
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Hsnden  went  further,  and  Bibid  that  the  real 
cause  of  the    non-rapid    Buccess  of   the   fortj- 
acre  settlers  was  that  the  best  lands  were  not 
open  to  them.    It  is  within  my  own  knowledge 
that  that    is    absolutely  the  case.      I  recollect 
particularly  being    told    by    one   eentleman  of 
great  experience,  who  had  travellea  throughout 
the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  country  with  a 
yiew  of  choosing  laud  himself,  which  ultimately 
he  did  not  do,   that   wherercr  he  came  upon  a 
good  block  of  land  it  was  reserved.    I  appealed 
to  the  authorities,  and  they  told  me  that  as  the 
settlers  became  numerous  this  land  would  be  sold 
for  a  great  price,  and  these  blocks  were  reserved 
with  that  yiew.    I  could  not  make  those  gentle- 
men understand  that  it  would  be  infinitely  better 
to  put  the  first  settlers  on  the  good  land,  because 
by  their  presence  there  and  the  improvements 
they  would  make  they  would  increase  the  value 
of  inferior  land  in  the  neiglibourhood.    It  was  in 
yain  to  argue  with  them  in  that  way.     But  I  say 
there  has  been  no  failure  in  the  forty-acre  settle- 
ments ;    they  are  forming  the  nucleus  of    the 
most  thriving  population  in  the  country.     The 
district  is  full  of  settlers  of   a  most  excellent 
character  and  most  enterprising  people — people 
living  in  great  comfort,  reconciled  to  their  posi- 
tion; with  their  farms  gradually  increasing  in 
prosperity,  and  now   carrying    small    flocks  of 
sheep  in  almost  every  instance.    Altogether  I  do 
not  think  there  is  a  more  contented  or  happier 
community  in   the   colony,    although  living  in 
poverty    as    compared    with    settlers    in    other 
places,  partly  from  being  placed  upon  bad  land, 
and  partly  from    no    roads   having   ever  been 
opened  up   there.     That  is  one  subject  which 
should    undoubtedly  demand    the    attention   of 
the  House.    That  part  of  the  country  abounds 
in   good   harbours  and   tidal   rivers,   ending  in 
streams  of  considerable  magnitude,   which  are 
available  for  mill-power  and  for  fertilizing  t^e 
oountiy;   bat  there  is  no  road  reaching  them 
from  Auckland  or  any  other  place,  and  their  only 
mode  of  communication  with  Auckland  is  in  this 
manner:    Stoamers,  hitherto  subsidized  by  the 
local  GK)vemment,  visit  the  islands   and  rivers, 
calling  at  different  places  along  the  coast.    When 
one  of  these  steamers  enters  a  river,  you  find  a 
large  number  of  the  conunanit^  congregated  to- 
gether, and  some  twenty  or  thirty  £t- bottomed 
boats,  containing  the  poultry,  butter,  fruit,  eggs, 
and  general  farm  produce  of  the  settlers.    These 
they  place  in  boxes  on  board  the  steamer,  receive 
the  return  boxes,  the  steamers  go  away,  and  then 
the  boats  disperse  in  every  direction.     It  is  only 
by  means  of  steamers  of  that  kind  that  they  are 
enabled  to  live  as  they  do.     Their   non-rapid 
success  as  compared  with  other  places  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  their  not  being  placed  upon  the  best 
land,  but  upon  very  indifierent  laud,  and  to  the 
fact  that  no  money  has  been  spent  in  opening  up 
communication  with  the  district,  or  in  erecting 
wharves  from  which  to  ship  their  goods.    I  will 
give  one  instance  of  what  1  myself  have  seen  in 
t)ie  Matakana  River,  which  will  show  how  these 
settlers   are   situated.     The   steamer   calls  there 
twice  a  week,  and  then  twenty  or  thirty  flat- 
bottomed  boats  assemble  at  the  place.    It  was  a 


matter  of  the  greatest  importance    thftt  a 
should  be  erected  there.     That  -would  cost 
£350  or  £300;  and  the  settlers  tliemselv^ 
to  put  up  a  store  on  the  end  of  tlie  jettj-  in  wLi^ 
to  place  their  produce,  so  aa   to   tav-e  it   ?*•-:; 
when  the  steamer  arrived.     The  jetty  c?auld  >% 
erected  that  the  steamers  could  go  alongside  /  »' 
any  tide ;  but  the  Gkneral  Govemment  arf -zil; 
would    not   allow   the   provincial   authorirzV? 
spend  the  money.     There  appeared    to  be  s.^^ 
idea  in  their  minds  that  there  was  Boxae  eiecr:::- 
eering  purpose  in  the  proposition.       Such   wa  i 
no  way  the  case,     (t  was  the  same  thing  wii. 
regard  to  Wangarei.    That  is   the  most  imt^^ 
tant  place  along  the  coast,  and  I  am  told  tlut . 
would  be  easy  to  put  a  jettj  in  the  tidal  nr^ 
there  ;  but  no  jetty  has  been  erected  there-     n- 
consequence  is  that  when  the  steamer  gets  thiTL 
it  may  be  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  jou.  arv  pr 
into  a  boat  and  have  to  take  your  chance  a^  to  hct 
you  will  land.     No  provision  whatever  ha*  V»« 
made  for  the  people  inhabiting  the  country  I  spe-» 
of  in  any  way,  as  has  been  done  in  other  part-  «^ 
New  Zealand.    That  is  no  doubt  to  be  attrzccre' 
in  part  to  their  having  been  deprived   of  tLe^ 
Land  Fund.    It  is  a  matter  of  great  r^ret  to  zj 
mind  that,  in  all  measures  for  the  administia^ 
of  the  waste  lands,  notliing  fair   haa  been  pr> 
posed  with  reeard  to  the  Land  Fund.     I  bzoujb 
forward  certein   resolutions    this   session    wlki 
were  called  the  "  Separation  Besolutions,'*  wlil^ 
did    make    a    fair   provision   for    that    purp^s 
and  which  were  supported  by  a  lai^  numb^cf 
the  Southern  settlers.    We  have  the  Premier  s-ov 
telling  us,  with  a  sort  of  glorification,  that  tk 
present  administration  means  localization  of  On 
Land  Fund.    I  was  sorry  when  I  heard  him  sa; 
that,  for  I  do  not  think  that  his  proposals,  or 
even  the  proposals  of  the  honorable  member  fi? 
Timaru,  are  in  any  way  satisfactoiy.     Last  yesr, 
when    those    proposals    were    brought  forward 
which  were  to  result  in  abolition,  the  honorahle 
member  for  Timaru  made  a  strong  effort  to  ob- 
tain four  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands, 
besides  a  large  sum  of  public  monej,  for  the 
Timaru  district. 

Mr.  STAFFOBB.— Last  session  I  asked  kt 
nothing  for  Tiiparu.  When  I  did  ask  ior  any- 
thing, it  was  for  60,000  acres— not  4,000^000  acres. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— There  was  a  dause  put  into 
the  Abolition  Act  which  covered  that,  althoogk 
there  was  no  open  statement  made  as  to  the  dTeet 
that  the  clause  would  have. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— The  honorable  member  is 
altogether  misinformed  with  regard  to  what  to<^ 
place. 

Sir  Q-.  GBET. — I  am  not  misinformed  on  tb« 
subject.  There  are  many  honorable  gentlemen 
now  in  the  House  who  recollect  what  took  place 
last  session. 

Mr.  DIGNAN.— The  Timaru  and  Gladstone 
saving  clause  was  put  into  the  Abolition  Bill. 

Sir  a.  aREY.— I  QTO  perfectly  right.  IbelieTe 
I  am  perfectly  correct  in  what  I  say.  I  recollect 
myself  the  surprise  and  concern  with  whieJi  I 
heard  the  nature  of  the  proposal,  and  I  recollect 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  deny  it 
then  as  he  has  done  now. 
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.'  Mr,  STAJ'FOBD.— I  absolutely  deny  it,  from 
^  flnt  to  last.  The  honorable  gentleman  must  not 
'  attempt  to  put  upon  me  anj  concurrence  in  his 
interpretation  of  anj  clause.  I  refuse  to  allow 
the  honorable  eentleman  to  reiterate  statements 
which  I  hare  denied.  The  denial  of  any  honor- 
able member  of  this  House  ought  to  be  accepted. 
I  would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  to  obserre 
the  same  courtesy  in  this  House  which  in  private 
life  one  gentleman  shows  to  another. 

Sir  G.  aHEY.— I  have  simply  to  say  that 
a  reference  to  what  took  place  last  session  will 
decide  this  question.  Angry  statements  amount 
to  nothing ;  indignation  can  produce  no  effect 
when  it  is  not  manifested  in  a  right  cause.  The 
facts  can  be  easily  ascertained  by  reference  to 
Hansard.  I  say  that  a  most  improper  attempt 
was  made  last  session  to  secure  for  the  Timaru 
and  Gladstone  district  a  large  quantity  of  land. 
Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  deny  it  altogether. 
Sir  G.  GREY.— That  can  be  easily  proved  by 
Sansard.  I  was  going  to  say  that  the  proposed 
now  made  for  the  distribution  of  this  Land  Fund 
is  to  my  mind  most  unsatisfactory.  If  it  had  been 
made  concurrent  with  the  Abolition  Bill,  that 
would  have  been  a  fair  and  proper  course  to  take. 
I  do  say  that  the  course  taken  is  neither  just, 
nor  will  it  be  satisfactory  to  the  community  as 
a  whole.  A  statement  has  been  made  that  next 
session  some  change  is  likely  to  take  place.  I 
cannot  believe  that  the  Government  contemplate 
such  a  change :  if  they  do,  it  is  totally  contrary 
to  their  statements  made  during  the  session,  and 
the  statements  that  they  made  last  session — and 
I  am  in  doubt  as  to  what  their  intentions  may  be. 
We  know  that  one  member  of  the  Ministry  is  of 
opinion  that  the  Land  Fund  should  be  common. 
He  is  considered  to  be  a  great  strength  to  the 
Ministry,  and  his  friends  say  that  he  is  in  the 
Ministry  in  order  that  that  end  may  be  acluered. 
Whether  or  not  they  are  correct  in  that  statement 
I  cannot  say.  Many  gentlemen  who  have  been 
acting  with  myself  during  the  present  session 
have  been  induced  to  be  somewhat  weak  in  their 
adherence  to  me,  in  the  belief  that  that  is 
to  take  place :  that  has  been  held  out  as  an 
object  worthy  of  their  consideration.  But  if 
what  is  intended  is  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru— that  is,  to  fix 
some  low  price  for  the  land,  and  to  make  that 
low  price  of  land  the  common  Land  Fund,  and 
to  spend  an j thing  above  that  in  the  district  in 
which  it  is  raised — that,  I  believe,  will  not  be  satis- 
factory. I  would  rather  that  things  should  remain 
as  they  are.  Where  there  is  a  large  district  of 
bad  land,  as  in  the  North  of  New  Zealand,  that 
land  cannot  realize  anything  like  a  considerable 
price  for  many  years  to  come  j  but  where  there 
IS  a  largo  district  of  good  land,  there  the  land 
must  realize  a  good  price.  In  those  districts 
where  tlie  soil  is  fertile,  the  inhabitants  are  cer- 
tain to  get  wealthy  from  the  occupation  and  cul- 
tivation of  the  land,  while  they  will  have  the 
additional  benefit  conferred  upon  them  of  having 
the  whole  Land  Fund  realized  upon  that  rich 
land,  except  tlie  small  proportion  spent  in  their 
own  district ;  while  that  portion  of  the  country 
where  the  boU  is  indifferent,  and  in  some  places 


absolutely  bad,  and  where  the  people  can  barely 
obtain  a  living  from  it,  will  have  nothing  spent  in 
it.  What  wiU  be  spent  of  the  Land  fund,  after 
the  reduction  is  made,  will  amount  to  nothing 
at  all.  Such  a  proposal  is  not  statesmanlike  or 
satisfactory  in  any  way.  It  is  not  a  proposal 
for  the  good  of  the  country  at  large,  but  it 
is  one  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of 
particular  districts,  and  I  protest  against  such 
a  thing  being  done.  On  the  whole,  I  consider 
that  this  is  a  measure  that  ought  not  to  be 
pressed  on  in  the  present  state  of  the  country. 
Full  time  ought  to  hare  been  given  to  the  inhabi- 
tants to  consider  it.  It  is  a  most  unfair  thing 
to  compel  people  suddenly  to  accept  a  measure 
dealing  with  their  future  welfare  so  largely,  and 
of  which  measure  they  have  no  knowledge  at  all. 
I  do  still  hope  that  the  Government  will  agree  to 
withdraw  this  Bill  from  operation  until  next 
session,  and  that  they  will  allow  the  country, 
durine  the  recess,  to  have  full  opportunity  of 
considering  it.  If  they  are  determined  to  con- 
sider the  welfare  of  the  country  at  large,  then  the 
manner  in  which  they  propose  to  lock  up  large 
districts  of  land  for  pastoral  purposes,  and  the 
mode  in  which  they  propose  that  the  land  shall 
be  paid  for,  cannot  be  justified.  Both  these  pro- 
posals are  unfair  to  the  country,  and  to  the  people 
at  large.  Arrangements  should  be  made  that 
every  man  who  purchased  land  should  have  the 
right  to  run  his  stock  on  the  woste  land  in  his 
neighbourhood,  so  as  to  enable  him  profitably  to 
work  his  &rm.  The  endeavour  now  made  to 
perpetuate  the  state  of  things  that  exists,  and 
to  enrich  a  few  favoured  people  at  the  expense 
of  the  nuiss  of  the  community,  is  a  most  un- 
just aud  unfair  thing.  For  the  Government  to 
force  this  measure  through  by  the  majority  they 
obtained  simply  on  the  Abolition  question,  and 
which  majority  is  certain  to  be  assured  to  them 
until  that  question  is  settled,  is  a  proceediuff 
which  is  unfair,  and  one  which  this  House  should 
in  every  way  resit^t.  I  shall  certainly  support  my 
honorable  friend  in  his  attempt  to  get  the  passage 
of  this  Bill  delayed  until  next  session. 

Mr.  BOWEN. — Reference  has  been  made  in 
this  debate  to  the  forty-acre  system  established  in 
the  Province  of  Auckland.  A  very  simple  rea- 
son why  the  forty-acre  settlers  in  Auckland  have 
not  prospered  has  been  the  smallness  of  Uie 
area  and  the  poverty  of  the  land  on  which  they 
were  put ;  for  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  with  a 
family  to  get  a  comfortable  living  out  of  forty 
acres  of  poor  land.  The  propostd  of  the  Go- 
vernment now  is  to  give  facilities  for  men  who 
are  prepared  to  settle  with  their  families  on  the 
land  to  obtain  200  acres,  and  to  allow  them 
to  pay  for  it  in  such  a  way  that  they  can  meet 
the  payments  by  degrees  out  of  the  land  as  they 
break  it  up  and  settle  upon  it.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  calls  the  Go- 
vernment proposal  one  for  looking  up  the  land 
of  the  country ;  but  I  think  that  the  proposal 
to  deal  with  the  land  by  way  of  sale  upon  de- 
ferred payment  is  the  very  best  means  of  opening 
up  the  country ;  we  know  that  a  very  large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  provinces  in 
New  Zealand  have  been  exceedingly  anxious  that 
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oountry  available  for  eettlement  in  tbe  Proyinoe 
of  Auckland  is  sot  of  the  kind  to  be  found 
in  many  other  parts  of  the  colony.  It  is  to  a 
large  extent  poor  country.  It  can  never  com- 
pete in  tbe  market  with  tbe  land  poesessed  by 
many  of  tbe  more  favoured  provmoes,  and  I 
contend  that  it  is  not  fair  to  that  prorincei  under 
these  circumstances,  to  impose  conditions  and 
limitations  which  may  work  veiy  well  in  other 
provinces  where  the  land  is  of  greater  value  and 
possesses  greater  productiveness.  You  cannot 
alter  geosrapbical  conditions  ;  yon  cannot  by  an 
Act  of  the  Assembly  disturb  the  geology  of  a 
country.  There  are  some  persons  who  contend 
that  the  Geological  Department  of  this  colony 
has  done  no  good ;  but,  whether  that  be  so  or 
not|  the  fact  remains  tbat  in  Auckland  you 
have  a  large  area  of  country,  which  the  autho- 
rities of  that  department  will  tell  you  is  ex- 
ceedingly poor.  I  wish  it  were  otherwise;  but 
the  fact  remains  that  it  is  so.  There  are,  no 
doubt,  tracts  of  land  as  good  as  any  in  the  colony, 
and  as  fitted  for  settlement ;  but  there  are  also 
large  areas  of  bad  and  inferior  land.  The  waste 
land  laws  of  the  province  met  the  difficulty  by 
providing  for  three  different  systems  of  settle- 
ment, of  which  this  Bill  ignores  two,  and  curtails 
the  third  so  as  to  make  it  practically  inoperative. 
One  of  these  systems  was  adopted  first  in  1870, 
by  the  Act  then  introduced  by  Mr.  Gillies ;  and 
under  that  Act  very  valuable  settlements  were 
established ;  very  good  settlers  were  induced  to 
come  into  the  province,  who  took  up  land,  settled 
down  upon  it,  and  became  a  valuable  portion  of 
the  tax-paying  community — men  who  made  two 
blades  of  grass  grow  where  only  one  had  grown 
before,  or  rather  ^ho  made  many  blades  of  grass 
grow  where  none  had  grown  before.  If  these 
men  had  been  called  upon  to  purchase  land 
situated  at  a  distance  from  the  market,  and  with- 
out roads  or  other  means  of  communication,  they 
would  never  have  taken  up  tbe  land ;  but  they 
did  so  because  the  law  under  whicb  they  ob- 
tained the  land  enabled  them  to  obtain  a  Grown 
grant  for  it  on  condition  that  they  settled  upon 
it.  That  is  a  provision  which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  Province  of  Auckland  if  settlement 
is  to  be  carried  on  there  on  any  large  scale ;  and 
this  is  the  case  not  only  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  province,  but  in  many  places  on  the  East 
Coast  and  in  the  interior.  Another  system  which 
this  measure  abolishes  is  of  even  greater  import- 
ance— that  is,  the  provision  for  the  formation  of 
special  settlements.  Under  that  system,  several 
highly  valuable  settlements  have  been  established 
in  Auckland.  Nearly  all  the  settlements  in  the 
North  owe  their  success  to  their  having  been 
formed  by  men  who  came  out  together  from 
Home,  who  reached  this  colony  in  bands  ready 
to  work  together  shoulder  to  shoulder  from  the 
start,  to  assist  each  other  in  the  difficulties  they 
had  to  encounter,  and  thus  formed  prosperous 
and  thriving  settlements.  It  does  not  become 
us,  then,  b^  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  without  inquiry 
and  without  consulting  the  people  in  any  way,  to 
sweep  away  the  power  of  founding  other  settle- 
ments of  that  kind.  I  put  it  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  charge  of  this  Bill^  and  I  put 


it  to  the  House,  to  say  what  settlement  has  taken 
place  under  the  PubUc  Works  and  Immigration 
policy,  how  many  people  have  taken  up  land  who 
have  been  brought  out  at  tbe  expense  of  the 
colony  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  if  a  return  were 
furnished  of  the  number  of  persons  who  have 
done  so,  it  would  be  found  to  be  infinitesimally 
small.  The  only  people  whom  we  have  brought 
out  under  that  policy  are  people  who  have  been 
cast  upon  the  colony,  who  have  decreased  the 
rate  of  wages,  and  who  have  for  a  time  been  em- 
ployed upon  our  public  works.  But  I  undertake 
to  say  that  the  moment  there  is  any  depression 
in  this  colony,  or  a  successful  gold  field  has  been 
found  in  another  colony,  or  any  other  disturbing 
cause  arises,  that  moment  they  will  leave  you  for 
ever. 

Mr.  CARBINGTON.— No, 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— My  honorable  friend  takes 
a  more  &vourable  view  tk  the  matter  than  I  am 
able  to  do  ;  but  I  am  afraid  he  will  have  to  get 
his  harbour  constructed  at  Taranaki  before  he  is 
able  to  get  any  of  these  people  to  settle  down 
in  his  province.  I  say  that  taking  the  colony 
as  a  whole,  from  one  end  to  the  olher,  the  popu- 
lation brought  out  under  the  Public  Works  and 
Immigration  policy  has  been  essentially  a  floating 
population,  wno  will  leave  the  colony  to-morrow  if 
they  can  find  some  other  place  where  they  can 
obtain  better  wages,  and  particularly  as  in  other 
colonics  the  conditions  as  to  land  which  you  pro- 
pose to  abolish  by  this  measure  sUIl  exist  If  men 
find  that  they  can  obtain  higher  wages  and  be- 
come permanent  settlers  on  more  favourable  terms 
in  other  colonies,  they  will  go  there,  and  nothing 
will  stop  them.  I  cannot  conceive  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  swept  away  this  provision 
with  regard  to  special  settlements.  I  recollect 
very  well,  and  honorable  members  who  were  in 
the  House  at  the  time  will  bear  me  out  in  saying, 
that  the  establishment  of  the  Katikati  Special 
Settlement — the  only  sound  settlement  that  has 
of  late  years  been  formed  in  Auoklaad — ma  abso- 
lutely dragged  out  of  the  Gh>ve(mment:  it  was 
like  drawing  blood  from  them ;  but  they  were  at 
last  obliged  to  assent  to  it.  They  now  evidently 
think  that  these  special  settlements  are  not  desir- 
able ;  but  if  we  had  not  established  that  settle* 
ment,  which  is  rapidly  improving  the  diatriot, 
and  which  it  every  day  taking  in  fresh  lands,  we 
should  have  had  in  tbat  place  nothing  but  a 
howling  wilderness.  I  put  it  to  the  House 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  give  our  land 
to  the  right  class  of  men  than  to  keep  it  locked 
up  as  the  dog  in  the  manger  kept  t^e  hay  P  I  do 
think,  k>oking  at  these  &ote,  and  as  this  Bill  has 
been  brought  in  apparently  without  much  con- 
sideration, and  without  the  people  knowing  any- 
thing about  its  special  application  to  some  of  the 
provinces,  we  should  not  in  a  hasty  manner  pass  a 
measure  which  will  revolutionise  our  waste  lands 
laws.  What  I  should  have  preferred,  and  what 
I  believe  a  great  number  of  members  of  this 
House  would  have  preferred,  would  be  a  Bill  con- 
taining machinery  to  enable  the  Government  to 
take  over  the  administration  of  the  waste  land 
laws  in  the  different  provinces  as  soon  as  aboli- 
tion takes  place  and  until  next  session.     I  think 


1876. 


Waste  Lands  BUI, 


[HOUSE.] 


Waste  Lands  Bill 


587 


the  OoTornment  should  adminiBter  those  waste 
land  laws  daring  the  reoess,  and  then  thej  would 
for  the  first  time  be  brought  face  to  faoe  with  the 
administration  of  them,  and  would  acquire  that 
local  knowledge  and  eznerienoe  as  to  what  condi- 
tions of  settlement  should  take  place  which  would 
enable  them  to  produce  a  more  satisfactory  roea- 
•are  next  session.  What  can  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  through  which  this  Bill  passed,  know 
of  the  conditions  laTourable  to  settlement  in  Auck- 
land P  How  man  J  of  its  members  hare  ever  been 
there  except  to  paj  a  fijing  risit  F  And  yet  with 
one  stroke  of  the  pen  they  would  sweep  away  a 
•ystem  that  has  been  established  for  Tears,  to  sub- 
stitute a  system  which  I  contend  will  neror  work. 
I  bold  also  that  the  time  is  not  ripe  for  increas- 
inff  the  price  of  land.  Erery  indication  in  the 
sale  of  estates,  in  commercial  transactions,  and  in 
the  price  of  wool,  and  other  things  that  tend  to 
make  land  raluable,  is  against  the  theoir  that 
it  is  right  at  present  to  raise  the  price  of  land. 
Against  this  it  is  ai^ed  that  the  colony  has  bor- 
rowed heayily,  and  carried  out  extensive  public 
works  in  order  to  make  the  land  raluable,  and 
therefore  the  land  should  pay  its  share  towards 
ndeeniing  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony. 
But  if  you  raise  the  price  of  your  land  above  the 
market  price  of  land  in  other  places,  and  people 
can  buy  land  cheaper  in  the  other  colonies,  they 
will  pass  by  our  doors  and  go  where  they  can 
make  the  best  bargain.  I  am  willing  to  concede 
to  gentlemen  from  Otago,  Canterbury,  and  other 
provinces,  knowing  the  wants  of  their  own  pro- 
vinces, that  they  may  be  right  in  raising  the  price 
of  their  lands,  and  that  it  will  confer  a  benefit 
upon  them;  but  I  protest  against  their  raising 
the  price  of  land  in  Auckland,  because  it  wiU 
amount  simply  to  stopping  all  settlement  in  that 
province  until  the  price  is  lowered  again.  I  do 
not  speak  without  book  in  this  matter.  I  am 
not  a  landholder  in  the  Province  of  Auckland, 
nor  am  I  even  a  resident  there  now ;  but  I  say, 
in  all  sincerity,  that  the  elTect  of  putting  this 
measure  into  force  in  the  Province  of  Auckland 
will  simply  be  to  drive  all  settlement  from  the 
province,  cither  to  the  other  prorinces  or  to  the 
other  colonies.  If  we  have  poor  land,  it  is  our 
misfortune;  do  not  make  it  our  crime.  If  a 
large  quantity  of  our  land  will  not  find  a  ready 
market,  do  not  make  it  a  reproach  to  us  that 
we  endeavour  to  make  it  profitable  in  some 
way.  If  this  measure  passes  and  you  increase 
the  price  of  our  land,  you  must  shut  up  settle- 
ment; and  I  am  bold  to  say  that  for  the  next 
five  years  after  it  comes  into  force  there  will 
not  be  five  pounds'  worth  of  land  sold  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland.  Is  it  &ir  that  this  province 
should  be  handicapped  in  this  way  ?  She  was  at 
one  time  the  leading  province  in  the  colony ; 
she  is  now  the  second  in  population  and  revenue, 
and  if  you  allow  her  to  work  out  her  own  destiny 
she  will  succeed ;  but  if  you  do  not,  and  if  you 
impose  such  heavy  conditions  on  her  as  this  bill 
provides,  she  will  before  long  be  compelled  to 
linger  in  the  race  of  progress.  When  such  a  re- 
sult as  that  arises  from  the  legislation  of  this 
House— legislation  of  a  hasty  kind,  founded  upon 
110  experience  and  with  noUiing  to  justify  it— I 


say  it  is  a  crime  on  the  part  ot  the  Legislature.  I 
9fii  quite  aware  of  the  financial  objections  to  this 
measure.  My  honorable  friend  the  Premier  will 
tell  me  that  it  is  an  argument  which  requires  con- 
sideration to  enable  me  to  reply  to  it — ^that  we 
must  make  public  works,  and  carry  on  our  insti- 
tutions. I  quite  admit  it ;  but  I  tell  him  that 
abolition  was  obtained  on  di£Perent  grounds.  Hie 
people  were  told  that  they  were  going  to  have 
everything — their  roads,  their  works,  their  govern- 
ment were  to  be  better  and  more  economically  car- 
ried on  than  under  the  old  system  of  separate  pro- 
vinces. I  maintain  that  under  the  old  system  we 
managed  at  all  events  to  struggle  on,  and  we  had 
liberal  land  laws  which  enabled  our  province  to 
become  settled  ;  but  now  you  are  going  to  deprive 
us  of  the  benefit  of  the  measures  wliicli  best  suited 
our  requirements,  and  to  reduce  us  to  a  condition 
which  will  make  us  assume  but  a  small  position 
in  the  colony.  The  whole  subject  is  rife  with 
complaint.  I  may  add,  as  bearing  upon  this  sub- 
ject, that  from  1871  to  the  present  time  the 
colony  has  been  buying  what  it  has  facetiously 
termed  a  waste  lands  estate  for  Auckland.  Hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  pounds  have  been  spent, 
and  I  forget  how  many  persons  have  been  em- 
ployed upon  this  work ;  but  I  would  ask,  what 
are  the  results  P  The  results  are  infinitesimal. 
You  may  still  see  from  year  to  year,  in  the  reports 
of  the  Native  Minister,  the  black  lines  of  figures 
showing  the  quantity  of  land  purchased  in  Auck- 
land, but  a  very  small  portion  of  that  land  lias 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  provincial  autho- 
rities to  deal  with.  There  really  appears  to  have 
been  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Government — I  do  not  allude  to  the  honorable 
member  now  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  but 
to  his  predecessor — to  compel  the  province  to  go 
in  for  abolition  by  taking  away  its  land,  and 
thereby  preventing  its  keepine  up  its  revenue. 
Even  in  the  Waste  Lands  Act  of  1874,  the 
most  unjust  provisions  were  put  in  against  my 
Bill,  which  practically  shut  up  the  lands  of 
the  province  from  settlement ;  and  I  contend 
we  shall  be  making  a  very  great  mistake  now 
if  we  pass  this  Bill.  It  will  be  a  great  mistake 
to  put  a  stop  to  a  waste  lands  system  which 
had  been  proved  to  be  suited  to  each  district; 
and  the  House  cannot  be  justified  in  passing  a 
measure  which  shuts  the  door  to  progress,  and 
makes  settlement  impossible.  I  trust  the  honor- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  further 
consider  this  question — that  he  will  be  able  to  see 
his  way  to  give  further  consideration  to  it  during 
the  recess.  I  cannot  undcfTstand  how  he  could 
possibly  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  by 
raising  the  price  of  land  in  Auckland,  the 
operation  of  the  homestead  system  and  of  the 
special-settlement  system  is  likely  to  prove  bene- 
ficial to  that  province.  If,  to  keep  up  the 
finances  of  the  colony,  and  to  justify  abolition,  it 
is  right  to  sacrifice  a  large  section  of  the  com- 
munity, he  may  perhaps  see  it,  but  I  cer- 
tainly cannot.  But  if  he  believes,  as  I  believe 
he  does,  that  it  is  only  fair  to  allow  each 
part  of  the  colony  to  work  out  its  own  destiny, 
to  introduce  population  and  strive  for  its  pros- 
perity, then  I  tnink  ho  wiU  withdraw  this  mea- 
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rare,  and  take  twelTe  months  more  to  consider  in 
what  waj  it  is  expedient  to  modify  the  waste 
lands  regulations  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
colony.  I  do  not  now  speak  of  other  parts  of 
the  colony  than  Auckland.  No  doubt,  so  far  as 
Otago  and  Canterbury  arc  concerned,  the  Bill 
contains  proTisions  suitable  to  them ;  but  as  for 
the  part  of  the  colony  from  which  I  come — know- 
ing its  wants  as  I  do  from  many  years'  experience, 
and  from  frequent  journeys  through  it  from  one 
end  to  the  other — I  say,  if  you  intend  to  carry 
out  this  measure,  you  may  as  well  tell  the  people 
that  no  more  population  shall  enter  until  you 
have  again  reduced  the  price  of  the  land.  I  hope 
tlio  honorable  gentleman  will  see  his  way  to  adopt 
the  suggestions  I  have  made  on  this  subject.  I 
have  just  been  handed  the  following  telegram  : — 

"  AucUand,  24th  October,  1876. 
"  To  Sir  a.  Grey. 

"  A  gentleman  is  here,  accredited  by  a  large 
English  Temperance  Society.  Object:  To  pur> 
chaso  tract  of  country  for  settlement  by  immi- 
grants wlio  are  total  abstainers.  No  power  to 
sell  largo  tracts  for  such  purposes.  He  would 
buy  100,000  acres  if  there  was  anything  suitable, 
and  is  now  gone  north  to  see  some  blocks. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  power  given  by  now 
Act  or  amendment  of  existing  Act  to  meet  wants 
of  this  kind  ?  "  Bbadbb  Wood." 

This  is  a  case  in  point,  and  will  tell  more  in 
favour  of  my  arguments  than  anything  I  could 
say.  It  is  absolutely  impossible,  under  the  law 
which  the  Government  has  introduced,  to  meet 
proposals  for  special  settlements  of  this  character. 
Would  any  one  say  that  it  was  a  proper  state  of 
things,  when  a  proposal  of  this  kind,  coming  from 
a  number  of  respectable  people  who  womd  be 
almost  certain  to  make  good  and  industrious 
settlers,  could  not  be  accepted,  when  the  provin- 
cial authorities  would  be  obliged  to  say,  "We 
cannot  make  proTision  for  your  wants  ;  you  must 
go  to  some  other  place  ?"  Between  the  yean 
1872  and  1876,  if  the  Und  had  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Provincial  Government,  there  would  have 
been  a  dozen  special  settlements  established  in 
Auckland.  In  1874  and  1875,  numerous  applica- 
tions were  made  to  me,  as  Provincial  Secretary, 
for  land  for  special  settlement,  and  I  was  com- 
pelled to  give  the  people  the  same  answer  that 
the  land  had  not  been  handed  over  to  the  pro- 
vince, and  that  we  could  not  give  it  to  them. 
It  would  have  been  wise  and  fair  to  have  given 
the  Provincial  Government  legal  power  over 
the  land.  After  the  experience  of  the  Katikati 
settlers  with  the  General  GoTemment,  I  think 
the  people  will  become  chary  of  these  matters. 
If  a  hundred  people  came  into  this  colony  in- 
tending to  settle  and  to  take  up  Und,  it  would 
be  well  even  to  give  them  the  land.  The  country 
otherwise  would  be  idle  and  unoccupied,  and  be 
a  positive  loss  to  the  Government  who  bought  it. 
If  the  people  were  living  upon  the  land,  they 
would  contribute  to  the  exports  and  imports 
of  the  country  and  to  the  local  taxation ;  and 
although  no  price  was  received  for  the  land, 
yet  a  return  would  be  received  from  the  occu- 
pation of  it.  At  present,  every  difficulty  was 
thrown   in  th9   way  of  a  number   of   people 


who  desire  to  form  special  settlements ;  and  yst 
three  or  four  gentlemen  resident  in  the  ccdony, 
who  desired  to  obtain  large  blocks,  experieooed 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  getting  them  at  a 
cheap  rate.  I  consider  that  to  be  a  blot  upoo 
the  administration  of  the  lands  of  this  colonj. 
Certain  people  in  the  colony  can  obtain  tile 
Und,  ana  can  have  oonoessionB  made  to  them, 
while  every  obstacle  is  (hrown  in  the  way  oC 
people  of  moderate  means  who  dlesire  to  come 
and  settle  in  the  colony.  I  am  sorry  for  taking 
up  the  time  of  the  House,  but  the  question  isoos 
ox  great  importance  indeed.  I  wish  the  honor- 
able  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  unde^ 
stand  that  I  do  not  take  exception  to  the  Bill 
through  any  party  motive.  I  expect  to  have  si 
many  Government  supporters  voting  with  me  ss 
members  of  the  Opposition.  The  subject  is  ods 
of  too  ffrave  importance  to  make  it  a  party  ques- 
tion. It  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death ;  and  if  thej 
persist  in  carrying  out  this  law,  and  if  they  ob- 
struct settlement  in  the  Province  of  Auckland  in 
the  way  now  proposed  by  this  measure,  serious 
evils  will  ensue  which  they  will  be  unable  to  oops 
with,  exhaustive  as  their  powers  of  issuing  Tres- 
sury  bills  may  be.  If  there  had  been  no  lestnc- 
tions  placed  on  the  settlement  of  the  land  dnrtog 
the  last  thirty  years,  there  would  have  been  s  much 
larger  population  in  the  country,  the  revenue 
would  have  been  very  considerably  increased,  and 
the  Government  would  have  had  ample  meaoi 
for  carrying  on  the  administration  of  the  pabUc 
affairs  of  the  country.  I  intend  to  move  that  the 
Bill  be  committed  this  day  six  months ;  bat  if 
the  Government  will  give  me  an  assurance  thst 
they  will  consider  the  points  I  have  raised  whsn 
the  Bill  is  in  Committee,  I  will  not  press  the 
amendment.  I  know  that  the  Government  muit 
liave  some  system  of  administering  the  waste 
lands  durins;  the  recess.  Much  will  depend  upon 
the  successful  administration  of  the  wastelands 
of  the  colony.  A  measure  that  will  confer  sub- 
stantial benefit  will  be  one  that  will  deal  with  the 
waste  lands  of  the  colony  in  a  &Lr  and  impartisl 
spirit,  and  which  will  promote  settlement.  I  b^ 
to  move,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  £ill  be  com* 
mitted  this  day  six  months. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  speech  of  the  hoDO^ 
able  member  is  one  of  very  considerable  interest, 
and  contains  some  points  which  deserve  the  veiy 
careful  consideration  of  this  House.  The  hoDO^ 
able  gentleman  was  rather  inconsistent  in  some  of 
his  statements,  because  he  started  by  teUing  ae 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  laud  in  Auckland  wsi 
quite  worthless,  and  yet  that  a  great  deal  of  tbs 
settlement  which  had  taken  plaoe  had  been  under 
the  homestead  system.  I  wul  say  distinctly,  that 
no  settlement  under  the  homestead  system  can 
be  g)iccessful  upon  bad  land :  any  person  who 
knows  any  thing  about  land  will  know  that.  The 
honorable  gentleman  told  us  that  if  the  land  hsd 
only  been  m  the  hands  of  the  Provincial  Gorem* 
ment,  we  should  have  had  some  five  or  six 
special  settlements  in  the  Province  of  Auckland. 
I  confess  that,  to  my  mind,  those  stateroents 
appear  to  be  very  contradictory.  As  a  matter 
of  Tact,  a  good  deal  of  land  has  been  in  the  hand* 
of  th^  Provincial  Ggvemment  for  sdms  jetx^ 
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There  are  at  preterit  in  their  hands  orer  400,000 
aoret  of  land  piirohaMd  out  of  the  Immigration 
and  Publio  Works  Fund— a  neat  deal  of  which, 
I  am  informed,  is  twj  good  land.  These  are 
facts  whieh  I  do  not  know  whether  the  honorable 

Kntleman  was  aware  of  or  not ;  but  they  cannot 
disputed.  One  question  which  the  honorable 
member  raised  is  tsit  old— namely,  the  question 
of  a  sufficient  price  lor  land.  I  am  not  going  to 
attempt  to  argue  that  question  now;  but  I  will 
point  out  Lliis  fact,  that  if  wo  are  goixig  to  give 
away  the  land,  those  persons  to  whom  it  is  given 
must  be  content  to  ao  the  whole  of  the  pubUo 
works  in  the  district.  There  are  no  funds  avail* 
able  in  the  colony  for  carrying  out  local  public 
works  other  than  the  money  which  is  obtained 
from  the  land.  If  we  are  going  to  give  away  the 
land,  then  the  people  theiuBelves  will  have  to 
carry  out  the  public  works.  I  will  put  it  to  any 
honorable  member  who  has  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  settlement  of  land,  if  it  is  possible 
that  persons  who  would  take  up  40,  60,  or  100 
acres  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  settlement  are 
persons  upon  whom  we  could  depend  for  the 
carrying  out  of  local  public  works.  Such  a 
system  as  that  must  necetsarily  fail,  even  on 
the  best  land,  unless  the  circumstances  are  very 
peculiar ;  and  it  must  inevitably  fail  if  the  land  is 
bad.  It  is  absolute  cruelty  to  hold  out  induce- 
ments to  persons  to  come  to  the  country  and  take 
up  forty  acres  of  land,  if  it  is  known  that  a  large 
portion  of  it  will  be  white  clay,  and  worthless. 
Nothing  but  disappointment  can  come  from  that. 
I  will  take  leave  to  inform  my  honorable  friend 
that  the  chief  settlement  that  has  taken  place  for 
some  years  past  iu  the  Province  of  Aucluaud  has 
not  been  through  the  inducements  held  out  by 
the  Waste  Lands  Regulations,  but  through  the 
confiscated  lands  of  the  province.  The  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland  would  not  have  been  in  the 
position  it  is  in  now  if  that  had  not  been  so. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  initiation  of  the  Publio 
Works  scheme,  the  lauds  in  the  Province  of 
Auckland  would  have  been  useless.  That  scheme 
has  tended  to  the  settlement  and  opening  up  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  improvement  of  the  land. 
I  consider  that  we  should  make  a  great  mistake  if 
we  leave  avray  the  land,  and  I  am  prepared,  on  be- 
half of  the  Gbvernment,  to  take  a  stand  on  that, 
and  to  sajr  that  we  are  not  in  the  future  pre- 
pared to  give  land  away  on  such  conditions  as  it 
has  been  parted  with  before.  I  make  that  state- 
ment after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole 
question.  If  we  could  be  convinced  that  the 
giving  away  of  land  free  would  produce  settle- 
ment, we  should  have  no  difficulty  in  consenting 
to  the  honorable  j^ntleman's  proposals.  But  I 
am  quite  satisfied  m  my  own  mind,  and  I  believe 
the  country  is  satisfied,  that  it  Im  impossible,  if 
we  gave  away  the  land,  not  to  retard  settlement 
to  a  very  great  extent.  The  Government  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  for  the  present  year — ^for 
this  Act  is  only  a  temporary  one— not  to  raise  the 
price  of  land  anywhere,  but  to  leave  it  all  over 
the  colony  as  it  now  stands.  In  the  present  state 
of  the  country,  the  Gh)vemment  cannot  agree  with 
my  honorable  friend's  proposal  to  allow  of  a  sys- 
tem of  giving  away  land.    Now^  with  regard  to 


the  question  of  spedal  settlements,  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  under  certain  conditions 

roial  settlements  might  be  very  advisable.  We 
know  that  l^e  wh(3e  settlement  of  this  coun- 
try has  been  by  special  settlement.  Of  course, 
all  those  who  originally  came  out  here  might  be 
called  special  settlers,  and  very  successful  settlers 
they  hare  been.  I  am  prepared  to  defend  the 
administration  of  the  confiscated  lands  as  being 
rery  successful  on  the  whole,  and  I  do  not  admit 
the  insinuation  of  my  honorable  friend  that  that 
administration  has  been  in  the  interest  of  a  class. 
I  will  say,  without  fear  of  contmdiction,  that  the 
administration  of  the  confiscated  land  has  been 
very  successful.  With  regard  to  special  settle- 
ments, I  am  of  opinion  thst  it  is  not  desirable  to 
have  a  general  clause  in  any  Act,  empowering  the 
Ghoveruor,  or  the  Executive  Government  of  the 
day  to  make  agreemento  with  any  person  or  body 
of  persons  by  which  the  public  estate  can  be  dis- 
posed of.  I  apprehend  that  one  great  difficulty 
during  this  session,  has  arisen  out  of  the  fact  that 
the  Government  had  a  discretionary  power  of 
dealing  with  the  public  estate.  With  regard  to 
the  gentleman  to  whom  my  honorable  friend  has 
referred,  Mr.  Broomhall,  that  gentleman  has 
come  out  to  this  colony  representing  a  very  large 
amount  of  capital  and  a  great  number  of  persons, 
with  the  view  of  taking  up  a  large  quantity  of 
laud  for  special  settlement.  The  Government 
have  been  in  communication  with  that  gentleman, 
and  were  aware  of  his  intended  coming  before  he 
left  England,  and  of  the  reasons  which  brought 
him  out.  It  was  principally  on  the  reoommen* 
dation  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fox  that  he  came  out. 
We  have  had  several  communications  with  Mr. 
Fox  on  the  subject,  and  I  hope  to  see  Mr.  Broom- 
hall  here  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  I  say, 
distinctly,  that  rather  than  have  a  general  pro- 
vision in  any  Act,  it  is  better  that  special  dases  of 
this  sort  should  be  dealt  with  directly  by  this 
House ;  and  that  is  the  position  that  we  took  up 
when  we  refused  to  put  in  this  Act  power  to 
grant  land  upon  special  conditions.  After  some 
experience,  it  is,  to  my  mind,  unquestionable, 
that  this  House  should  relieve  the  Government 
from  the  dutv  of  dealing  speciaUy  with  the  public 
estate.  We  have  all  seen  the  efnct  of  it.  Minis- 
tors  are  subiected  to  accusations  which  no  honor- 
able man  should  make,  and  which  it  is  abnost 
past  bearing  that  any  hmiorable  man  should  be 
subjected  to.  Therefore,  I  say  that  the  time  has 
arrived^ when  the  House  should  relieve  any  Go- 
vemme'nt  of  the  power  of  making  such  agree- 
ments, and  should  take  the  matter  into  ita  own 
hands.  That  seems  to  me  to  sufficiently  answer 
my  honorable  friend  when  he  says,  "  Why  don't 
you  provide  for  special  settlementa  ?"  I  think  I 
have  answered  most  of  the  questions  which  mj 
lionorable  friend  has  raised,  and  will  simply  ada, 
tJiat  this  Act  in  some  form  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. We  must  make  provision  during  the  pre- 
sent session  for  the  change  in  the  form  of  govern- 
ment which  is  now  about  to  take  effect.  The 
Act  has  been  very  carefully  prepared,  and 
granta  to  the  Boanls  every  power  which  it  is 
possible  to  give  to  local  authorities,  transfer- 
zing  powers   from   the  Supezintondento  to  the 
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local  Boards.  If  we  were  merely  to  stand  upon 
the  Abolition  Act  of  last  session,  the  G^ovemor 
would,  require  to  do  a  larse  number  of  things 
which  it  is  not  at  all  desirable  he  should  be  called 
upon  to  do;  and  it  is  to  my  mind  exoeedinsly 
undesirable  that  we  should  oentraliie  in  thu 
matter  in  any  particular  that  can  possibly  be 
avoided.  I  trust,  then,  that  the  House  will  not 
listen  to  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
for  postponing  the  committal  of  the  Bill  for 
three  months.  One  point  in  respect  to  which  it 
deals  generally  with  the  waste  lands  of  the  colony 
is  the  system  of  deferred  payments.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Gh>Temment,  the  time  has  arrired 
when  land  should  be  thrown  open  all  over  the 
colony  to  persons  possessed  of  sufficient  means  to 
cultivate  it,  but  who  do  not  possess  sufficient 
capital  to  both  buy  and  cultivate  land.  The 
system  proposed  by  the  Act  is  eminently  &ir, 
and  it  effectually  meets  the  question  raised  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  as  to  the  settlement  of 
the  country  ;  for  I  am  quite  sure  that  anybody 
who  wishes  to  settle  in  Auckland,  or  in  any  other 
part  of  the  colony,  will  be  able  to  do  so  fiir  better 
under  the  deferred-payment  system  now  pro- 
posed, than  under  any  such  plan  as  the  home- 
stead system  of  Auckland.  I  hope  the  House  will 
consent  to  pass  the  Bill.  I  shall  in  Committee 
move  the  alterations  I  have  indicated  with  regard 
to  the  price  of  land,  which  I  propose  to  leave  in 
all  cases,  as  it  is  now,  for  first,  second,  and  third 
dass  land  ;  and  I  propose  to  add  a  power  which 
is  now  possessed  by  several  Waste  Land  Boards, 
of  allowing  each  Board  to  put  a  special  value 
upon  any  land  which  it  thinks  is  of  special  value. 
Mr.  HODaXINSON.— This  is  one  of  those 
Acts  based  upon  the  assumption  that  abolition  is 
to  be  carried  out.  I  entirely  and  thoroughly 
oppose  that  view,  because  I  consider  abolition  to 
be  both  illegal  and  impolitic.  Therefore  I  shall 
not  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill ;  but 
it  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  stating  this  that  I 
rose.  I  desire  to  express  my  regret  that  the  Go- 
Yemment  have  not  thought  it  fit  to  embody  in 
the  Bill  the  principle  of  giving  free  grants  of 
land  under  the  homestead  system.  I  am  aware 
that,  after  what  the  Premier  has  said,  the  idea  of 
getting  a  vote  of  the  House  in  favour  of  such  a 
principle  is  utterly  hopeless,  and  I  shall  confine 
myseli  to  a  very  few  remarks.  The  Premier,  in 
dealing  with  this  question,  showed  that  he  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  history  of  colonization. 
So  far  from  the  homestead  system  not  ^ing  of 
use  in  effecting  settlement,  history  proves  that  no 
other  system  has  been  so  effective  in  colonizing 
countries.  If  we  go  back  into  ancient  times  we 
find  that  perhaps  the  most  successful  colonies  of 
the  old  world  were  the  G-reek  settlements  in  Ionia, 
in  Asia  Minor.  The  poorer  classes  that  went  out 
to  colonize  received  land  free,  while  the  richer 
dass  who  remained  at  home  had  to  pay  for  any 
interest  they  acquired  in  the  land.  Then,  in  the 
early  American  colonies  the  same  system  was 
carried  out  with  most  beneficial  results.  Besides, 
every  one  but  the  Premier  knows  that  all  the 
Australian  colonies  were  founded  upon  that  prin- 
ciple. In  New  South  Wales  and  Tasmania,  free 
gnnts  of  land  were  given  to  the  early  settlers 


with  very  satisfactory  results.  I  can  stale  from 
my  own  experience  in  the  Province  of  Attckl&nd 
eighteen  or  twenty  years  aeo  that  the  firee-grsotfi 
prindple  worked  there  on  the  whole  Tery  bcnefiei- 
alfy,  although  it  was  but  a  very  imperfect  syatcsa. 
It  has  been  carried  out  on  a  most  piodigioua  leala 
in  the  Korth  American  Continent,  and  I  ooold 
produce  documents  to  show — ^I  did  not  know  tliia 
disousnon  was  coming  on,  or  I  would  hare  been 
mepared  with  figures — ^that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  stated  that  no  other  system 
ever  produced  so  much  settlement  in  that  coun- 
try. It  was  stated  that  in  one  Tear  soooe  mil- 
lions of  acres  were  taken  up  under  free  grants, 
and  the  President  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  the 
G-ovemment  should  give  up  expecting  a  rerenue 
firom  the  sale  of  land,  and  should  prefer  to  give 
it  away  in  order  to  secure  settlement.  In 
Canada  and  British  Columbia,  a  system  of  free 

g-ants  was  carried  out,  and  that  was  the  case  in 
hili  in  South  America.  Yet  the  Premier  told 
the  House  that  the  system  was  of  no  use  in  in- 
ducing settlement.  I  must  express  my  very  great 
regret  that  a  system  of  giving  free  grants  has  not 
been  embodied  in  the  Bill.  If  I  hs^  the  digbtest 
hope  of  the  House  listening  to  any  argument  I 
would  say  more,  but  I  will  simply  enter  my  pro- 
test against  the  omisdon  of  this  principle  from 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD.—I  am  unable  to  agree  with 
the  last  speaker  on  the  subject  of  giving  away 
the  land.  I  have  never  in  all  my  life  had  any 
prejudice  upon  the  subject  of  the  oisposal  of  the 
waste  lands  of  the  Crown.  I  have  read  almost 
every  work  in  the  English  language  that  has  been 
written  upon  the  subject  of  colonization  for  the 
last  thirty  years,  and  during  that  period  hare  reiul 
many  works  of  older  dates,  and  down  to  the  most 
modem  times.  I  have  always  •approached  the 
consideration  of  the  question  with  a  view  to 
approving  of  the  system  which  would  most 
speedily  settle  a  country  without  reference  to 
the  price  of  land,  and  was  prepared  to  give 
away  land  or  to  charge  £10  or  £50  an  acre, 
whichever  would  be  the  best ;  and  I  have  come, 
after  much  reading  and  long  experience  upon  this 
subject,  to  the  belief  that  no  less  favourable  a 
mode  of  settling  a  country  than  giving  the 
land  away  was  ever  yet  proposed.  We  see 
from  the  very  earliest  and  oldest  settlement 
in  Australia  that  the  losses  attendant  upon  this 
system  were  nearly  as  great  in  Tasmania  and 
New  South  Wales  as  they  were  in  Western 
Australia,  arising  solely  from  giving  large  free 
grants  of  land.  In  the  latter  colony  there  was 
no  combination  of  settlements,  no  aggrega- 
tion of  communities  in  any  one  instance  for 
the  purpose  of  mutual  help  and  support ;  and  the 
people  to  whom  these  estates  have  been  given 
away  in  large  or  small  areas  simply  deserted 
them  in  a  uiort  time,  selling  the  land  in  some 
cases ;  but  they  never  attempted  to  settle  upon 
it.  In  this  country  we  cannot  compare  anything 
we  may  do  with  what-  may  be  the  practice  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  or  even  in  Canada. 
The  homestead  possessors  in  America  are  merely 
frontier  pioneers  who  succeed  that  class  who, 
a  few  years  beforei  took  their  xifle  in  their  hands, 
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and  went  out  into  the  wildemetB  partlj  for  the 

furposo  of  leading  a  wild  life  amidst  game  and 
ndians.  Those  who  take  up  land  now,  under 
the  free  grants,  are  simply  a  little  in  advance, 
a  little  more  civilized,  and  a  little  more  settled 
in  their  purpose  than  those  earlier  and  sporting 
pioneers  who  went  out  into  the  wilderness  with 
their  rifles;  but  these  people  do  not  settle  in 
the  country  thej  first  take  up ;  they  sell  out  in 
a  very  short  time  to  others  who  follow  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  permanently,  while  they  go 
lorward  in  the  same  peripatetic  and  unsettled 
manner  further  into  the  wilderness.  These  men 
are  forced  out,  as  the  advanced  guard  of  an 
enormous  and  increasing  population,  with  a  back- 
ground of  millions  of  people  and  large  towns 
growing  up  with  a  rapidity  which  no  other  part 
of  the  world  has  yet  seen.  All  that  forces  these 
people  out  into  the  back  coantry :  but  we  have 
got  no  such  back  ground  in  this  country;  we 
have  no  such  supply  of  frontier  pioneers ;  we  have 
nothing  of  the  kind ;  but  we  have  a  people  in 
this  country  to  whom  I  am  bound  to  say  it  is  a 
matter  of  advantage  not  to  separate  too  far  from 
those  other  communities  with  which  they  were 
in  the  first  instance  connected.  The  shorter  dis- 
tance they  go  the  greater  will  be  the  advantage  of 
settlement,  the  less  will  they  be  cut  off  from  every 
advantage  of  settlement  in  the  way  of  educa- 
tion, medical  assistance,  religious  services,  and 
other  matters,  apart  altogether  from  the  point 
of  view  as  to  means  of  transport  of  their 
produce  to  market  by  roads.  As  a  specimen  of 
the  effects  of  this  system,  I  will  refer  to  Auck- 
land,  where  for  a  great  many  years  they  gave 
away  land  to  persons  who  paid  their  own  passages 
to  the  country.  That  system  has  been  in  opera- 
tion in  Auckland  for  seventeen  or  eighteen  years. 
The  honorable  member  for  Rodney  expresses  dis- 
sent, but  I  visited  Auckland  before  the  honorable 
gentleman  grew  up  to  manhood.  For  nearly 
twenty  years  I  have  had  some  connection  with  the 
administration  of  general  and  provincial  govern- 
ment there,  and  I  have  had  many  interviews  with 
BUOceuiYe  Superintendents  upon  this  very  ques- 
tion. In  1859,  when  I  waa  at  Home,  I  co- 
operated with  the  then  Superintendent  of  Auck- 
land, Mr.  Williamfon,  in  initiating  a  syitem  of 
giving  away  land  in  that  province  to  intending 
Mttlers.  I  had  oommimication  with  the  agents 
for  the  Province  of  Auckland  for  obtaining  im- 
migrants to  send  out.  That  waa  in  1869;  and 
thmfore,  in  saying  that  the  system  has  been  in 
operation  for  seventeen  or  eighteen  years,  I  was 
not  far  from  the  mark. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— It  ceased  in  1870. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD.—The  honorable  member 
says  it  ceased  in  1870.  I  should  like  to  see  a 
return  of  the  number  of  persons  who  ever  settled 
upon  the  land  they  thus  obtained.  I  venture  to 
say  there  were  not  6  per  cent,  of  those  men  who 
ever  settled  upon  the  land  they  were  entitled  to. 
It  is  within  my  own  knowledge  that  the  land 
orders  were  bought  up  in  shoals  by  public-house 
keepers  and  other  persons  in  town,  out  of  which 
these  so-called  and  intended  settlers  never  went. 
So  much  for  this  system  of  giving  away  land. 
The  question  of  the  price  of  Und  ie  not  before 


the  House  now,  because  the  G-ovemment  have 
proposed  to  leave  the  price  until  next  session  aa 
they  found  it,  as  it  is  in  existence ;  but  there 
is  a  very  considerable  amount  of  oUfference  of 
opinion  as  to  what  the  price  of  land  should  be. 
I  am  very  largely  of  the  opinion  of  those  who  hold 
that  it  is  much  more  advantageous  for  a  State  to 
retain  the  possession  of  land,  and  to  let  it  upon 
lease,  than  to  sell  it  for  a  merely  nominal  price. 
There  are  some  people,  the  honorable  member 
for  Dunedin,  Mr.  Stout,  for  instance,  who  go 
further  than  that,  and  say,  in  regard  to  all 
descriptions  of  land,  that  it  is  dissdvantageons 
to  the  State  to  part  with  its  public  property.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  go  that  length,  and  partly 
because  I  think  it  is  at  variance  with  the  instincts 
and  sympathies  of  the  English  race,  and  certainly 
very  largely  at  variance  with  the  feeling  that  has 
induced  people  to  come  out  here  in  order  that 
they  might  acquire  land  upon  which  they  might 
live.  Even  if  it  were,  in  a  politico-economic  point 
of  view,  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  the  public 
estate,  it  would  not  be  in  accord  with  the  feelings 
that  induce  people  to  settle  a  new  country.  But 
between  the  position  of  refusing  to  sell  land  at 
any  price,  and  that  of  squandering  it  away,  if  I 
may  use  the  expression,  for  a  few  shillings  or 
pence,  there  is  a  very  wide  gulf.  I  am  fast  com- 
ing to  the  belief  that  it  is  unwise  and  prodigal, 
not  only  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  but  fdso 
from  a  more  extended  point  of  view,  to  encourage 
them  in  the  delusion  that  they  are  getting  estates 
for  themselves  and  their  families  at  a  low  rate. 
These  men  would  be  the  first  sufferers  under  such 
a  system.  It  would  be  much  better  to  allow  them 
to  occupy  land  under  agricultural  leases,  a  system 
which  has  worked  with  advantage  in  some  parts 
of  the  colony,  and  with  rery  much  success  in  the 
Province  of  Nelson,  as  my  honorable  friend  (Mr. 
Curtis)  will  allow.  Honorable  gentlemen  who 
come  m>m  Otago  can  also  tell  us  that  during  the 
period  that  system  has  been  in  operation  in  that 
prorinoe,  it  has  been  eminently  successful.  I  would 
like  to  see  some  system  of  that  sort  adopted,  in- 
stead of  jpving  away  the  fee-sunple  at  a  nominal 
price.  Then  there  is  another  question  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  connection  with  the 
price  of  land.  There  is  a  large  portion  of  the 
colony  that  calls  out  to  have  the  Land  Fund 
made  colonial  rerenue;  and  there  are  a  large 
number  of  people  who  hold  that  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country  would  be  improved  if 
the  Land  Fund  were  more  largely  drawn  upon 
for  the  execution  of  our  large  colonial  works,  and 
I  am  amongst  them ;  but  I  am  not  at  all  pre- 
pared to  extend  the  benefits  of  a  universal  colo- 
nial Land  Fund,  derived  from  the  sale  of  land  in 
some  of  the  provinces  at  very  high  prices,  to 
those  communities  which  have  given  tneir  land 
away.  I  shall  never  be  found  amongst  those  who 
are  at  all  inclined  to  adopt  such  a  principle  as 
that.  It  would  be  grossly  unfair  to  those  dis- 
tricts which  have  steiadily  insisted  upon  getting  a 
high  price  for  their  land.  I  am  content  that  we 
should  say,  "  Up  to  a  certain  price,  the  whole  of 
the  receipts  shall  be  colonial ;  but  above  that  cer- 
tain price,  the  receipts  shall  go  to  the  district  in 
I  which  they  are  raised,  and  shall  not  be  colonial 
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properly."  In  any  way  that  we  can  meet  both 
DTanches  of  the  question,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
go;  and  it  will  be  for  those  who  hare  parted 
with  their  hinds  for  a  few  shillings  an  acre  to 
consider  that,  if  that  principle  is  to  obtain,  they 
are  not  rerr  likely  to  ^  a  Terr  large  share  of  the 
Land  Fand  of  districts  which  hare  sold  their  land 
at  a  fair  prioe.  I  am  glad  that  the  question  of  de- 
ferred payments  has  l^en  made  part  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  but  I  should  like  to  see  a  stronger 
aaministratire  power,  at  least  a  more  defined  one, 
given  to  the  Goremmentforthe  purpose  of  deter- 
mining the  districts  where  the  deferred-payment 
svslem  shall  be  exercised.  I  am  quite  certain 
that  if  the  Q-oremment  does  not  take  means  to 
secure  settlement  on  such  a  system  that  the  small 
proprietors  can  be  put  down  within  oonrenient 
distances,  so  that  they  can  hold  tolerably  easy 
communication  with  each  other,  and  so  that  the 
holdings  of  small  farmers  shall  intersperfo  the 
larger  estates,  the  result  will  be  very  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  colony.  I  know  a  portion  of  New 
Zealand  where  an  area  of  country  200  miles  long 
is  completely  shut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  colony 
through  being  in  the  bands  of  large  proprietors. 
In  districts  such  as  these,  the  carpenter,  the 
blacksmith,  the  shoemaker,  or  any  other  handi- 
craftsman whose  presence  would  be  beneficial,  is 
altogether  unknown ;  and  I  have  known  instances 
where  a  blacksmith  has  absolutely  had  to  beg, 
hat  in  hand,  for  a  bit  of  land  big  enough  to  build 
a  shop  on,  the  Gk>vemment  having  parted  with  all 
their  right  in  every  acre  of  it.  Now,  if  we  are 
going  to  continue  the  possibility  of  that  system — 
that  is,  the  aggregation  of  these  large  estates 
without  interspersing  them  with  small  holdings — 
we  shall  experience  none  of  the  benefits  deriv- 
able from  settlement,  and  our  immimtion  policy 
will  result  in  comparative  failure,  if  you  do  not 
give  ground  to  persons  who  are  prepared  to  hold 
small  tenements  they  cannot  and  will  not  remain 
in  the  country.  They  will  go  to  those  ooontries 
whero  better  provision  is  made,  and  where  they 
can  remain.  Thereforo  I  desire  that  the  Govern* 
ment  should  carefully  consider  whether  there  is 
sufficient  administrative  power  to  insure  that  in 
addition  to  the  oapafeilitj  of  aeqniring  large 
estates  there  is  a  power  to  plant  communities  of 
small  proprietors,  either  oil  the  deferred-payment 
or  any  other  system. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS.— I  have  very  few  remarks 
to  make  on  this  subject.  I  gather  from  the 
speech  of  the  Premier  that  he  is  going  to  put 
iMck  the  Aucklaud  lands  to  their  origimd  pnoe. 
So  far  so  good.  But  the  honorable  gentleman 
made  a  remark  to  the  effect  that  he  expected  to 
be  able  to  construct  our  public  works  out  of  the 
money  derivable  from  the  sales  of  land.  Now  I 
have  already  pointed  out  to  this  House  that  we 
have  millions  of  acros  unsold,  and  through  which 
a  road  has  never  been  made ;  and  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  means  that  any  money  derived  from 
the  sale  of  that  land  must  go  towards  the  con- 
struction of  works  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
colony,  I  cannot  agree  with  him.  If  he  had  said 
that  the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  land 
was  to  be  devoted  to  the  making  of  roads  through 
it,  I  should  have  agreed  with  him  thoroughly. 


We  find  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  gaols, 
lunatic  asylums,  and  other  public  institutions  ii 
to  be  charged  against  the  local  roTenue,and  I 
should  have  imagined  that  the  making  of  roads 
would  have  been  a  first  charge  against  the  pro- 
ceeds of  land  sold  :  in  fact,  I  hare  alwajs  been 
led  to  think  that  the  wisest  thing  for  a  nation  to 
do  was  to  open  up  the  land  first,  and  sell  it  afte^ 
wards.  And  so  it  should  be  with  regard  to  roads. 
Wlierover  a  block  of  land  is  to  be  opened  up  for 
sale,  roads  should  be  made  through  it  first ;  bot 
the  contrary  has  been  the  case  in  the  Province  of 
Auckland,  and  is  likelv  to  be  the  case  everywhere 
throufhont  New  Zealand.  Whether  that  prin- 
ciple 19  right,  I  shall  leare  the  Government  to 
decide.  I  shall  not  oppose  the  Bill,  and  I  bops 
the  honorable  member  for  Rodney  will  withdnv 
his  amendment  and  leave  all  responsibility— ths 
credit  or  the  blame — with  the  Goremment.  The 
Premier  referred  to  the  forty-acro  system.  Well, 
Sir,  let  me  say  that  under  that  system  some  of 
the  very  best  settlers  in  the  Province  of  Auckland 
at  the  prosent  moment  were  brought  out.  I  do 
not  think  anv  one  in  the  province  will  deny  that 
But  while  the  best  men  wero  brought  out,  thej 
were  given  the  worst  land.  I  remember  the  ease 
of  two  brothers  who  were  placed  on  land  of  this 
description.  They  were  too  proud  to  beg,  and, 
being  unable  to  make  a  living  off  the  land,  one  of 
them,  who  remained  on  the  section,  was  found 
dead  at  his  own  fireside  one  day.  They  say 
heart  disease  killed  him.  **God  knows  it  was 
starvation  1 "  The  system  was  not  snoeeasiii), 
because  thsT  got  none  but  the  poorest  Und. 
After  listening  to  the  speech  of  the  honowWe 
member  for  Timaru,  two  questions  presented 
themselves  to  my  mind.  Bitter  the  nation 
must  make  «  rorenne  out  of  the  land  for 
general  purposes,  or  the  land  mast  be  used  for 
purposes  of  settlement  and  maintaining  popnla* 
tion.  From  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Timarui  I  gather  that  he  is  anxious  to  make 
mon^  out  of  the  sale  of  land.  If  that  is  to  be 
the  ease,  thoro  is  no  use  arffaine  the  point  at  all. 
I  hold  the  opposite  view.  I  think  we  should  n^ 
aim  at  making  money  eat  of  the  sale  of  Isoo. 
The  whole  of  the  proceeds  from  this  souroe 
should  be  used  in  introducing  and  settling  peopto 
in  tile  country.  It  is  much  better  that  we  sbonld 
make  revenue  from  people  living  on  the  laod 
than  that  we  should  seU  the  land  itself.  How- 
ever, I  shall  not  oppose  the  Bill,  but  will  \^^ 
any  blame  or  credit  connected  with  it  at  the 
door  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  MANDBRS.— I  was  not  in  the  Howj 
when  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  but  I  read 
the  debate  which  appeared  in  Santard  with  p»* 
interest.  I  am  sure  the  countnr  will  read  with  a 
great  deal  of  interest  the  speeches  of  the  ^^^^ 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru  in  refw- 
ence  to  the  land  question.  I  was  glad  to  ^^^^^ 
Premier  say  he  would  not,  at  this  late  period  w 
the  session,  deal  with  the  question  as  to  w»H 
the  price  of  land.  When  the  late  Premier  s«d 
it  would  be  necessary  to  increase  the  P^^'V? 
land  throughout  the  colony,  I  entirely  concurred 
with  him  ;  but  at  the  same  time  in  a  sessioniQ 
which  our  principal  duty  is  to  supply  the  tf^* 
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of  population,  I  think  the  question  as  to  the  price 
of  land  might  rerj  well  atand  oyer  for  another 
year.  I  am,  howerer,  gratified  that  such  feelings 
prerail  in  reference  to  the  land  question.  The 
announcement  of  the  Premier  that  the  GK>yem- 
ment  would  endeavour  to  promote  the  settlement 
of  the  people  on  the  soil  will  be  read  with  great 
pleasure  throughout  the  country,  and  so  also  will 
the  statement  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru  that  he  intended  to  support  them  in  giv- 
ing effect  to  that  view.  I  trust  the  House  will 
endeavour  to  make  the  Bill  workable,  and  in 
doing  so  I  hope  it  will  not  forget  that  part  of  the 
Act  which  allows  the  deferr^-payment  system 
to  be  extended  to  the  pastoral  lands  of  Otago. 
The  Canterbury  members  might  well  assist  the 
Otago  members  in  that  direction.  There  is  a 
kind  of  compromise  between  honorable  members 
who  own  runs  in  Canterbury  and  the  different 
tenure  in  Otago ;  and  it  must  be  patent  to  this 
House  and  to  members  who  come  from  various 
parts  of  the  colony  that  the  pastoral  holdings 
have  to  a  very  great  extent  interfered  with  settle- 
ment in  the  past.  The  assurances  of  the  Premier 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru  that  we 
shall  see  a  better  state  of  things  in  the  fature 
will  be  very  acceptable  to  the  country ;  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  see  its  way  to  carry  out  a 
system  of  settlement  which  must  tend  greatly  to 
accelerate  the  progress  of  the  colony.  We  want 
to  see  an  industrious  class  of  people  settled  on 
the  land — not  the  class  who  come  oat  to  the 
colony  with  land  orders,  or  a  class  who  get 
Volunteer  land  orders,  who,  as  a  rule,  sell  their 
orders  to  the  first  bidder,  but  a  class  who  will 
become  attached  to  the  soil,  and  have  an  interest 
in  the  countiy.  I  hope  the  deferred-payment 
clauses  will  receive  the  careful  consideration  of 
the  House  before  they  go  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  I  was  very  much  pleased  indeed, 
ooming  to  this  House  a  new  member,  and  having 
read  in  former  years  so  much  of  the  debates  that 
took  place  here,  and  of  what  were  called  Otago 
free-nghts,  to  see  that  the  late  Premier  had 
introduced  a  general  Waste  Lands  Bill.  I  think 
the  views  of  that  honorable  gentleman  showed  a 
kind  of  cordiality  and  agreement  between  differ- 
ent parties;  and  if  those  views  are  maintained 
in  this  Bill,  and  it  is  then  sent  to  the  oilier 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  receive  the  consideration  which  is  necessary. 
I  thought  it  necessary  to  make  these  remarks,  as 
I  had  no  opportunity  of  speaking  on  the  second 
reading ;  and  I  have  now  only  to  express  the 
great  pleasure  I  feel  at  the  liberality  with  which 
the  land  laws  of  the  colony  haye  been  dealt  with 
in  this  measure. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  wish  simply  to  ask  the  Go- 
yemment  one  question.  How  are  they  going  to 
deal  with  the  waste  lands  in  the  Province  of 
Canterbury  ?  I  see  it  is  intended  by  this  Bill  to 
leave  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Board.  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  that  body. 
They  do  their  work  well,  and  have  regulations  to 
comply  with ;  but  I  say.  it  is  not  rignt  to  leave 
the  management  of  the  large  estates  of  that 
province  in  the  hands  of  a  totally  irresponsible 
body.    If  that  is  to  be  done  this  session,  I  shall 
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yote  against  the  committal  of  the  Bill.  If  this 
land  is  to  be  assessed  at  all,  it  should  be  done  in 
a  proper  manner.  Why  not  appoint  some  inde- 
pendent persons  to  assess  it,  and  not  mere  nomi- 
nees of  the  Crown  ?  I  have  seen  quite  enough 
of  the  management  of  these  lands  to  be  very 
jealous  indeed  as  to  the  way  in  which  they  are 
dealt  with.  If  it  is  to  be  left  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Board  of  Canterbury  to  assess  these  lands 
for  the  runholders,  without  reference  to  this 
House,  I  shall  oppose  this  Bill  in  every  way  I 
can. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— I  do  not  think  I  ought  to 
allow  the  House  to  remain  under  the  erroneous 
impression  that  I  am  afraid  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  must  have  created. 
I  shall  speak  on  this  subject  only  what  I  know 
myself.     I  shall  not  now  speak  of  what  I  have 
read  in  books,  but  of  facts  vdthin  my  own  cog- 
nizance, and  with  regard  to  which  the  House 
has  been  entirely  misled  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru.     In  the  first  place,  he  repre- 
sented Western  Australia  as  the   oldest  settle-  . 
ment   in  Australia,  putting   New  South  Wales  * 
afterwards.     I  may  say,  however,  that  Western 
Australia  was    settled    long   after    New    South 
Wales.    Then  he  said  in  the  most  authoritative 
manner   that   the   failure  of  Western  Australia 
as  a  settlement  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  large 
grants  of  land  and  to  the  price  of  the  land.     I 
can  say,  from  my  own  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  wrong  in  that 
statement.   It  is  impossible  that  a  more  erroneous 
statement  could  be  made.     The  fact  is  that  the 
grants  made  were  in  some  instances  mostly  sandy 
desert,  on  which  it  was  impossible  for  settlers  to 
succeed  in  making  a  living.      The  greater  part  of 
Western  Australia  that  was  settled  consisted  of 
small  fertile  strips  of  land  along  the  rivers,  with 
large  tracts  of  bad  land  between  tliem.     The  coun- 
try was  only  capable  of  carrying  a  sparse  popu- 
lation under  any  circumstances,  and  the  failure 
of  the  settlers  to  accumulate  the  wealth  that 
settlers  in  other  colonies  did  is  to  be  attributed, 
not    to    the    price    of    land,    not  to  the  large 
grants  of  land  that  were  given,  but  to  the  neces- 
sity of    putting  the   settlements   far  from  one 
another,  owing  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  land. 
I  can  assure  you,  Sir,  from  long  observation  and 
consideration  of   the  subject,   from   the  fact  of 
owning  land  there  myself,  and  from  every  circum- 
stance  that  could  give  a  man  personal  knowledge, 
that  that   is  the  real  cause  of  the  non-success 
of  the  settlers  in  amassing  wealth.     They  have 
lived,  however,  in  great  comfort,  although  they 
have  not  acquired  wealth ;  and  I  do  not  believe 
there  are  any  settlers  in    the   world  who  are 
happier  or  live  more  comfortably  than  they  do. 
The  same  remark  was  made  with  regard  to  the 
forty-acre  settlers  in  Auckland,  but  that  remark 
was  fully  answered  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Marsden.     I   declare  to  the   House  that  many 
of  the  forty-acre  settlers  are  amongst  the  ablest 
and  most  energetic  men  I  have  ever  met,  and 
that  they  form  a  community,  in  the  part  of  New 
Zealand  in  which  they  reside,  which  will  here- 
after be  one   of   the    most    valuable   anywhere 
in    the    oolony.      The   honorable    member   for 
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Marsden  went  foiiher,  and  said  that  the  real  | 
cause  of  the    non -rapid   success  of  the   fortj- 
aore  settlers  was  that  the  best  lands  were  not 
open  to  them.    It  is  within  mj  own  knowledge 
that  that    is    absolutely  the  case.      I  recollect 
particularly  being    told    by    one   sentleman  of 
great  expericnoe,  who  had  trayelled  throughout 
the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  country  with  a 
Tiew  of  choosing  land  himself,  which  ultimately 
he  did  not  do,  that  whereycr  he  came  upon  a 
good  block  of  land  it  was  reserred.    I  appealed 
to  the  authorities,  and  they  told  me  that  as  the 
settlers  became  numerous  this  land  would  be  sold 
for  a  great  price,  and  these  blocks  were  reserved 
with  that  view.    I  could  not  make  those  gentle- 
men understand  that  it  would  be  infinitely  better 
to  put  the  first  settlers  on  the  good  land,  because 
by  their  presence  there  and   the  improveinents 
they  would  make  they  would  increase  the  value 
of  inferior  land  in  the  neighbourhood.     It  was  in 
Tain  to  arsue  with  them  in  that  way.     But  I  say 
there  has  oeen  no  failure  in  the  forty-acre  settle- 
ments ;    they  are  forming  the  nucleus  of    the 
most  thriring  population  in  the  country.     The 
district  is  f^  of  settlers  of  a  most  excellent 
character  and  most  enterprising  people — people 
living  in  great  comfort,  reconciled  to  their  posi- 
tion; with  their  farms  gradually  increasing  in 
prosperity,  and  now   carrying    small    fiocks  of 
sheep  in  almost  every  instance.    Altogether  I  do 
not  think  there  is  a  more  contented  or  happier 
community  in  the   colony,    although  living  in 
poverty    as    compared    with    settlers    in    other 
places,  partly  from  being  placed  upon  bad  land, 
and  partly  from    no    roads   having   ever  been 
opened  up  there.     That  is  one  subject  which 
should    undoubtedly  demand    the    attention   of 
the  House.    That  part  of  the  country  abounds 
in   good   harbours  and   tidal  rivers,  ending  in 
streams  of  considerable  magnitude,   which  are 
available  for  mill-power  and  for  fertilizing  the 
country;   but  there  is  no  road  reaching  them 
from  Auckland  or  ahj  other  place,  and  their  only 
mode  of  communication  with  Auckland  is  in  this 
manner:    Steamers,  hitherto   subsidized  by  the 
local  Qt)vemment,  visit  the  islands   and  rivers, 
calling  at  difierent  places  along  the  coast.    When 
one  of  these  steamers  enters  a  river,  you  find  a 
large  number  of  the  community  congregated  to- 
getner,  and  some  twenty  or  thirty  £t-bottomed 
boats,  containing  the  poultij,  butter,  fruit,  eggs, 
and  general  farm  produce  of  the  settlers.    These 
they  place  in  boxes  on  board  the  steamer,  receive 
the  return  boxes,  the  steamers  go  away,  and  then 
the  boats  disperse  in  every  direction.     It  is  only 
by  means  of  steamers  of  that  kind  that  they  are 
enabled  to  live  as   they  do.     Their   non-rapid 
success  as  compared  with  other  places  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  their  not  being  placed  upon  the  best 
land,  but  upon  very  indifierent  land,  and  to  the 
fact  that  no  money  has  been  spent  in  opening  up 
communication  with  the  district,  or  in  erecting 
wharves  from  which  to  ship  their  goods.     I  will 
give  one  instance  of  what  I  myself  have  seen  in 
tlie  Matakana  River,  which  will  show  how  these 
settlers   are   situated.     The   steamer   calls  there 
twice  a  week,  and  then  twenty  or  thirty  fiat- 
bottomed  boats  assemble  at  the  plaoe.    It  was  a 


matter  of  the  greatest  importance  that  a  jettj 
should  be  erected  there.  That  would  cost  about 
£350  or  £300 ;  and  the  settlers  themselves  agreed 
to  put  up  a  store  on  the  end  of  the  jetty  in  whieh 
to  plaoe  their  produce,  so  as  to  have  it  readj 
when  the  steamer  arrived.  The  jetty  could  be  so 
erected  that  the  steamers  could  go  alongside  it  tt 
any  tide ;  but  the  General  Government  actuallj 
would  not  allow  the  provincial  authorities  to 
spend  the  money.  There  appeared  to  be  some 
iaea  in  their  minds  that  there  was  some  election- 
eering purpose  in  the  proposition.  Such  was  in 
no  way  the  case.  }t  was  the  same  thing  m\k 
regard  to  Wangarei.  That  is  the  most  impor- 
tant place  along  the  coast,  and  I  am  told  that  it 
would  be  easy  to  put  a  jetty  in  the  tidal  river 
there  ;  but  no  jetty  has  been  erected  there.  The 
consequence  is  that  when  the  steamer  gets  there, 
it  may  be  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  you  are  pat 
into  a  boat  and  have  to  take  your  ^ance  as  to  hov 
you  will  land.  No  provision  whatever  has  heen 
made  for  the  people  inhabiting  the  country  I  speak 
of  in  any  way,  as  has  been  done  in  other  parts  of 
New  Zealand.  That  is  no  doubt  to  be  attribul«i 
in  part  to  their  having  been  deprived  of  their 
Land  Fimd.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  mj 
mind  that,  in  all  measures  for  the  administntioo 
of  the  waste  lands,  nothing  fair  has  been  pro- 
posed with  reeard  to  the  Land  Fund.  I  brought 
forward  certain  resolutions  this  session  which 
were  called  the  "  Separation  Resolutions,"  which 
did  make  a  fair  provision  for  that  purpose, 
and  which  were  supported  by  a  large  number  of 
the  Southern  settlers.  We  have  the  Premier  now 
telling  us,  with  a  sort  of  glorification,  that  Uw 
present  administration  means  localization  o(  the 
Land  Fund.  I  was  sorry  when  I  heard  him  »j 
that,  for  I  do  not  think  that  his  proposals,  or 
even  the  proposals  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru,  are  m  any  way  satisfactory.  Last  year, 
when  those  proposals  were  brooffht  forwaid 
which  were  to  result  in  abolition,  the  hononWe 
member  for  Timaru  made  a  strong  effort  to  ob- 
tain four  millions  of  acres  of  the  pubUo  landa, 
besides  a  large  sum  of  public  money,  for  the 
Timaru  district. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD.— Last  sesiion  I  asked  for 
nothing  for  Tiiparu.  When  I  did  ask  for  any- 
thing, it  was  for  50,000  acres— not  4,000,000  acrei. 
Sir  G.  GREY.— There  was  a  clause  put  inlo 
the  Abolition  Act  which  covered  that,  althoagk 
there  was  no  open  statement  made  m  to  the  effect 
that  the  clause  would  have. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— The  honorable  member  ii 
altogether  misinformed  vrith  regard  to  what  took 
place. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— I  am  not  misinformed  on  the 
subject.  There  are  many  honorable  gentlemen 
now  in  the  House  who  recollect  what  took  plwe 
last  session. 

Mr.  DIGNAN.— The  Timaru  and  GladBtone 
saving  clause  was  put  into  the  Abolition  Bill- 
Sir  G.  GREY.—I  am  perfectly  right.  I  heUere 
I  am  perfectly  correct  in  what  I  say.  I  recollect 
myself  the  surprise  and  concern  with  which  I 
heard  the  nature  of  the  proposal,  and  I  recoUe^ 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  deny  i^ 
then  as  he  has  done  now. 
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Mr.  STAI'FORD.— I  absolutely  deny  it,  from 
flnt  to  last.  The  honorable  gentlemaA  must  not 
attempt  to  put  upon  me  any  concurrence  in  his 
interpretation  of  any  clause.  I  refuse  to  allow 
the  honorable  sentleman  to  reiterate  statements 
which  I  hare  aenied.  The  denial  of  any  honor- 
able member  of  this  House  ought  to  be  accepted. 
I  would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  to  obserye 
the  same  courtesy  in  this  House  which  in  priyate 
life  one  gentleman  shows  to  another. 

Sir  a.  aHEY.— I  haye  simply  to  say  that 
a  reference  to  what  took  place  last  session  will 
decide  this  question.  Angry  statements  amount 
to  nothing ;  indignation  can  produce  no  effect 
when  it  is  not  manifested  in  a  right  cause.  The 
facts  can  be  easily  ascertained  by  reference  to 
Hantcbrd.  I  say  that  a  most  improper  attempt 
was  made  last  session  to  secure  for  the  Timaru 
and  G-Iadstone  district  a  large  quantity  of  land. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— -I  deny  it  altogether. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— That  can  be  easily  proved  by 
Itansard.  I  was  going  to  say  that  the  proposai 
now  made  for  the  distribution  of  this  Land  Fund 
is  to  my  mind  most  unsatisfactory.  If  it  had  been 
made  concurrent  with  the  Abolition  Bill,  that 
would  have  been  a  fair  and  proper  course  to  take. 
I  do  say  that  the  course  taken  is  neither  just, 
nor  will  it  be  salibfactory  to  the  community  as 
a  whole.  A  sluleoieut  has  been  made  that  next 
session  some  change  is  likely  to  take  place.  I 
cannot  belicre  that  the  Government  contemplate 
such  a  change :  if  they  do,  it  is  totally  contrary 
to  their  statements  made  during  the  sessioui  and 
the  statements  that  they  made  last  session — and 
I  am  in  doubt  as  to  what  their  intentions  may  be. 
We  know  that  one  member  of  the  Ministry  is  of 
opinion  that  the  Land  Fund  should  be  common. 
Ho  is  considered  to  be  a  great  strength  to  the 
Ministry,  and  his  friends  say  that  he  is  in  the 
Ministry  in  order  that  that  end  may  be  achieved. 
Whether  or  not  they  are  oorreo't  in  that  statement 
I  cannot  say.  Many  gentlemen  who  have  been 
acting  with  myself  during  the  present  session 
have  been  induced  to  be  somewhat  weak  in  their 
adlierence  to  me,  in  the  belief  that  that  is 
to  take  place :  that  has  been  held  out  as  an 
object  worthy  of  their  consideration.  But  if 
what  is  intended  is  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
honorablo  member  for  Timaru— tliat  is,  to  fix 
some  low  price  for  the  land,  and  to  make  that 
low  price  of  land  the  common  Land  Fund,  and 
to  spend  anything  above  that  in  the  district  in 
which  it  is  raised — that,  I  believe,  will  not  be  satis- 
factory. I  would  rather  that  things  should  remain 
as  they  are.  Where  there  is  a  large  district  of 
bad  land,  as  in  the  North  of  New  Zealand,  that 
land  cannot  realize  anything  like  a  considerable 
price  for  many  years  to  come  ;  but  where  there 
u  a  largo  district  of  good  land,  there  the  land 
must  realize  a  good  price.  In  those  districts 
where  the  soil  is  fertile,  the  inhabitants  are  cer- 
tain to  get  wealthy  from  the  occupation  and  cul- 
tivation of  the  land,  while  they  will  have  the 
additional  benefit  conferred  upon  them  of  having 
the  whole  Land  Fund  realized  upon  that  rich 
land,  except  the  small  proportion  spent  in  their 
own  district  -,  while  that  portion  of  the  country 
where  the  soU  is  indilTerent,  and  in  some  places 


absolutely  bad,  and  where  the  people  can  barely 
obtain  a  living  from  it,  will  have  nothing  spent  in 
it.  What  wiU  be  spent  of  the  Land  Fund,  after 
the  reduction  is  made,  will  amount  to  nothing 
at  all.  Such  a  proposal  is  not  statesmanlike  or 
satisfactory  in  any  way.  It  is  not  a  proposal 
for  the  ffood  of  the  country  at  large,  but  it 
is  one  cuculated  to  promote  the  interests  of 
particular  districts,  and  I  protest  against  such 
a  thinff  being  done.  On  the  whole,  I  consider 
that  this  is  a  measure  that  ought  not  to  be 
pressed  on  in  the  present  state  of  the  country. 
Full  time  ought  to  have  been  given  to  the  inhabi- 
tants to  consider  it.  It  is  a  most  unfair  thing 
to  compel  people  suddenly  to  accept  a  measure 
dealing  with  their  future  welfare  so  largely,  and 
of  which  measure  they  have  no  knowledge  at  all. 
I  do  still  hope  that  the  Government  will  aeree  to 
withdraw  this  Bill  from  operation  until  next 
session,  and  that  they  will  allow  the  country, 
during  the  recess,  to  have  full  opportunity  of 
considering  it.  If  they  are  determined  to  con- 
sider the  welfare  of  the  country  at  large,  then  the 
manner  in  which  they  propose  to  lock  up  large 
districts  of  land  for  pastoral  purposes,  and  the 
mode  in  which  they  propose  that  the  land  shall 
be  paid  for,  cannot  be  justified.  Both  these  pro- 
posals are  unfair  to  the  country,  and  to  the  people 
at  large.  Arrangements  should  be  made  that 
every  man  who  purchased  land  should  have  the 
right  to  run  his  stock  on  the  waste  land  in  his 
neighbourhood,  so  as  to  enable  him  profitably  to 
work  his  farm.  The  endeavour  now  made  to 
perpetuate  the  state  of  things  that  exists,  and 
to  enrich  a  few  favoured  people  at  the  expense 
of  the  mass  of  the  community,  is  a  most  un- 
just and  unfair  thing.  For  the  Gt>vernment  to 
force  this  measure  through  by  the  majority  they 
obtained  simply  on  the  Abolition  question,  and 
which  majority  is  certain  to  be  assured  to  them 
until  that  question  is  settled,  is  a  proceeding 
which  is  unfair,  and  one  which  this  House  should 
in  every  way  resist.  I  shall  certainly  support  my 
honorable  friend  in  his  attempt  to  get  the  passage 
of  this  Bill  delayed  until  next  session. 

Mr.  BOWEN. — Reference  has  been  made  in 
this  debate  to  the  forty-acre  system  established  in 
the  Province  of  Auckland.  A  very  simple  rea- 
son why  the  forty-acre  settlers  in  Auckland  have 
not  prospered  has  been  the  small  ness  of  the 
area  and  the  poverty  of  the  land  on  which  they 
were  put ;  for  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  with  a 
family  to  get  a  comfortable  living  out  of  forty 
acres  of  poor  land.  The  proposid  of  the  Go- 
vernment now  is  to  give  facilities  for  men  who 
are  prepared  to  settle  with  their  families  on  the 
land  to  obtain  200  acres,  and  to  allow  them 
to  pay  for  it  in  such  a  way  that  they  can  meet 
the  payments  by  degrees  out  of  the  land  as  they 
break  it  up  and  settle  upon  it.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  calls  the  Gt>- 
vcrnment  proposal  one  for  locking  up  the  land 
of  the  country ;  but  I  think  that  the  proposal 
to  deal  with  the  land  by  way  of  sale  upon  de- 
ferred payment  is  the  very  best  means  of  opening 
up  the  country ;  we  know  that  a  very  large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  provinces  in 
New  Zealand  have  been  ezoeedingly  anxioaa  that 
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a  more  general  scheme  of  land  aalei  on  deferred 
payment  should  be  initiated  than  is  at  present  in 
force  in  any  part  of  the  country.  There  are  no 
funds  now  for  opening  up  the  land  where  the 
Auckland  forty-acre  settlers  haye  been  placed, 
because  there  has  been  no  land  revenue  obtained 
from  that  part  of  the  country.  Hereafter,  when 
men  settle  down — and  I  think  they  will  largely 
take  adrantage  of  this  deferred-payment  system — 
when  they  settle  down  upon  tne  land,  the  land 
revenue  '^iUgo  towards  opening  up  the  country 
by  roads.  What  the  honorable  gentleman  calls 
localization  of  the  land  revenue  is  really  the 
specialization  of  the  land  revenue  and  the  putting 
it  aside  for  the  opening  up  of  the  country.  There 
is  a  large  part  of  the  country  in  the  North  Island 
which  will  bring  by-and-by  as  large  a  land  re- 
▼enue  as  has  been  obtained  from  part  of  the 
South  Island  ;  and  the  settlers  in  the  North  will 
be  as  anxious  to  specialize  and  localize  the  land 
revenue  as  ever  the  southern  people  have  been 
heretofore.  In  the  South,  men  have  learned  by 
experience  the  adrantage  of  getting  a  price  for 
their  land  which  will  open  up  and  settle  the 
country ;  and  in  the  North  they  have  not  appre- 
ciated that  system,  because  they  have  never  fairly 
tried  it.  I  hope  that  system  will  be  fairly  tried 
hereafter,  and  that  the  Northern  members,  as  well 
as  the  Southern  members,  will  be  anxious  to  set 
aside  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  that  land.  The  honorable  member  for 
Rodney  spoke  as  if  the  immigrants  that  had  been 
introduced  within  the  last  few  years  were  not 
being  settled  in  the  country.  I  would  ask  him, 
where  are  the  immigrants  now  P  There  are  rery 
few,  comparatively  very  few,  of  the  immigrante 
now  employed  on  the  public  works  of  the  colony, 
and  there  are  fewer  of  them  being  employed  every 
year.  Upwards  of  70,000  souls  have  been  intro- 
duced into  this  country  under  the  Immigration 
and  Public  Works  scheme  j  and  I  "Venture  to  say 
that  a  yery  large  proportion  of  these  people  are 
now  upon  the  land,  and  are  opening  up  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  especially  in  the  South 
Island,  and  in  Wellington  and  Taranaki.  My 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Ileatbcote  asks 
what  the  Government  propose  to  do  about  the 
Canterbury  pastoral  lands.  Well,  Sir,  the  GK>- 
vernment  made  a  proposal  which  has  been  modi- 
fied in  Committee.  The  object  of  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  proposal  was  that  Commissioners  should 
be  appointed  immediately  to  assess  these  lands, 
and  it  was  stated  that  the  names  of  any  per- 
sons appointed  to  do  that  would  be  submitted  to 
this  House.  There  has  been  another  proposal 
made  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  which  will 
be  considered  in  the  Committee  of  this  House, — 
a  proposal  to  intrust  the  assessment  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Board.  Although  I  prefer  the  G-ovem- 
ment  proposal,  I  must  remind  the  honorable 
member  that  there  has  been  less  power  intrusted 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Canterbuiy  than 
has  been  intrusted  hitherto  to  any  other  Waste 
Lands  Board  in  the  colony.  In  Canterbury,  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  has  been  more  strictly  tied 
down  to  rules  of  law  than  any  other  Waste 
Lands  Board  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand. 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  complains 


that  this  House  was  aaked  to  legislate  eaddeiilj 
on  the  question  of  the  waste  lands.  Well,  I  do 
not  know  what  he  means  by  that  This  Bill  haa 
been  before  the  House  during  nearly  the  whol« 
session.  It  has  been  referred  to  the  Waste  Land* 
Committee,  and  it  has  been  the  subject  of  ooar 
versation  among  members  of  the  House,  and 
of  discussion  in  the  public  Press  for  the  lasi 
two  months  at  any  rate.  If  any  BUI  could  be 
said  to  be  the  subject  of  sudden  legislation,  it 
is  certainly  not  the  Bill  before  the  House.  There 
are  a  number  of  proyisions  in  this  Bill  which 
are  admitted  by  honorable  members  on  different 
sides  of  the  House  as  being  most  necessary  and 
useful ;  and  if  there  are  some  matters  which 
honorable  members  wish  to  discuss  further,  and 
upon  which  differences  of  opinion  may  existj 
they  are  matters  which  can  be  discussed  in 
Committee.  It  is  absolutely  necessair  that  at 
the  present- crisis  of  affairs  a  Bill  ot  this  na- 
ture, giving  powers  of  administration,  should  be 
passed  ;  and  I  hope  that  because  one  honorable 
gentleman  does  not  like  one  clause,  and  another 
does  not  like  another  clause,  they  will  not  yote 
for  shelving  the  measure  altogether.  There  ia 
one  provision  in  the  Bill  which  will  be  of  great 
importance  to  the  country — ^namely,  the  power  of 
making  educational  reserves  all  over  the  colonjr, 
both  North  and  South.  In  the  Southern  Island 
there  are  already  large  reserves  of  that  sort,  and  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  they  do  not  also  exist  in 
the  North  Island.  I  hope  that, by  means  of  this 
Bill  provision  will  be  xnade  all  over  the  North 
Island  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
schools.  The  honorable  member  for  Bodney  has 
spoken  of  the  desirability  of  establishing  special 
settlements  in  certain  cases,  and  I  hope  that  the 
House  will  not  run  away  with  the  idea  that,  if 
special  settlements  founded  on  a  scale  of  such 
magnitude  as  to  make  them  desirable  or  yalaable 
are  proposed,  the  G-overnment  are  not  desirous  of 
entertaining  the  proposals.  All  that  the  GK>yem- 
ment  wish  is  that  such  proposals  should  be  brought 
before  the  House,  and  not  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Government  alone.  I  think  that,  considering  all 
the  accusations  which  have  been  brought  against 
the  Government  with  reference  to  special  dealingB 
with  land,  it  is  only  proper  that  this  course 
should  be  adopted.  I  feel  that  the  chief  ob- 
jection made  against  this  BUI  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bodney  may  fairly  be  considered 
unreasonable — unreasonable,  that  is  to  say,  so  fitr 
as  to  justify  any  attempt  to  put  aside  this  Bill 
altogether.  It  is  reasonable  enough  that  such 
a  proposal  as  that  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  be  considered  in  Committee ;  but  I  con- 
tend at  the  same  time  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
Bill  to  justify  an  attempt  to  put  it  aside.  How- 
ever much  honorable  gentlemen  may  think  the 
forty-acre  system  had  been  beneficiid,  they  will 
find  that  it  will  be  advantageously  superseded  by 

E revisions  enabling  people  to  occupy  200  acres  of 
ind  on  the  deferred-payment  system.  I  hope 
that,  for  the  reasons  X  have  adduced,  the  House 
will  not  listen  to  any  proposal  to  shelve  a  Bill  of 
such  great  importance  to  the  country  as  this.  If 
honorable  members  haye  any  proposals  to  make, 
the^  will  find  that  when  the  Bui  is  in  Committee 


1876.] 


Wast^  Lands  Bill  [HOUSE.] 


Waste  Lands  SHI 


697 


the  HouM  will  be  prepared  to  cUboum  them  in  a 
&ir  spirit. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Sir,  few  persons  will  deny  the 
benefit  that  would  arise  to  the  colony  by  the 
establishment  of  special  settlements  in  positions 
and  ander  circumstances  which  insured  success, 
for  the  early  settlement  of  New  Zealand  was  due 
to  special  settlement.  But  I  ncTer  heard  of  any 
special  settlement  harinff  been  successfully  estab- 
lished in  which  the  land  was  giren  away.  Such 
a  proposal  destroys  the  rery  primary  element 
of  success ;  for  it  deprives  the  settlement  of  the 
means  of  constructing  roads  and  bridgesi  without 
which,  settlement,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of 
the  term,  is  impossible ;  but  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  colony,  I  do  not  think  that  any 
special  effort  in  the  way  of  establishing  isolated 
settlements  is  necessary.  If  the  land  was  sold  at 
a  sufficient  price,  and  a  fair  share  of  the  money 
derived  from  the  sale  was  expended  in  opening  up 
the  land  for  settlement,  the  land  would  be  t^en 
up  as  speedily  as  was  desirable,  and  quite  fast 
enough  to  satisfy  all  reasonable  requirements. 
That,  at  any  rate,  has  been  our  experience  at 
Taranaki,  which  is  essentially  a  small-farm  settle- 
ment, a  population  of  some  4,000  souls  having 
been  maintained  in  material  comfort,  before  the 
war  in  1860,  on  about  80,000  acres  of  holdings. 
In  that  province,  several  systems  of  land  adminis- 
tration have  been  tried — the  land  has  been  given 
away,  and  the  result  was  failure  :  settlement  has 
not  succeeded  on  those  conditions ;  and  it  is 
sineular  that  exactly  the  same  result  was  obtained 
on  fairly  good  land  in  Taranaki  which  had  been 
experienced  in  the  north  of  Auckland  under  the 
forty-acre  system,  a  failure  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Marsden  attributed  to  poor  land  on 
which  the  Auckland  settlers  were  placed.  The 
real  difficulty  in  both  cases  was  the  want  of  roads 
fit  for  traffic.  Under  the  present  system  in  Tara- 
naki, a  fair  nrice  is  obtained  for  the  land,  and  one- 
third  of  each  block,  when  thrown  open  for  sale,  is 
set  aside  on  deferred  payment ;  a  large  portion  of 
the  proceeds  is  expended  on  district  roads  ;  and 
vet,  notwithstanding  this,  settlement  would  not 
be  possible  in  the  forest  district  without  a  line 
of  railway,  which  forms  a  trunk  line  of  com- 
munication from  which  district  roads  branch 
off.  It  is  therefore  impossible  to  continue 
settlement  on  a  proper  baisis  unless  the  land  is 
sold  for  its  fair  marxet  value.  Cheap  land  will 
not  hasten  real  settlement  if  it  iuTolves  the  ab- 
sence of  roads,  except  such  as  would  be  made  by 
the  painfully  slow  process  of  local  rating  ;  and  as 
our  borrowing  power  has  at  the  present  time 
almost  reached  its  limit  I  see  no  means  by  which 
to  make  roads  and  bridges  to  o^n  up  lands  for 
settlement  except  from  the  land  itself.  For  this 
reason,  I  will  support  the  Bill,  with  the  existing 
upset  price  of  land. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK.— Sip,  I  do  not  make  any 
profession  or  pretension  of  beinff  an  authority  on 
the  land  question,  because  it  has  so  happened 
that  I  have  not  bad  much  practical  experience 
in  the  administration  of  tne  waste  lands  of 
the  Grown  since  I  have  been  in  the  oolony. 
But  I  have  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
pnMent  and  other  dlseussionB  which  have  taken 


Elace  on  the  subject  during  this  session.  As 
ir  as  the  present  discussion  is  concerned,  I 
have  been  struck  with  the  fact  that  we  have 
been  discussing  details  instead  of  general  prin- 
ciples. We  have  been  discussing  the  particu- 
lar kind  of  land  laws  that  would  be  specially 
adapted  to  small  and  special  districts  in  the 
colony.  To  me,  this  appears  to  be  beginning  at 
the  wrong  end.  Mv  idea  is,  that  we  should  first 
establish  general  principles,  and  then  adapt  those 
general  principles  to  the  particular  cases  as  they 
arise.  I  fully  indorse  all  that  has  ^en  Aid  as 
to  the  importance  of  the  settlement  of  the  land 
of  the  colony,  because  the  larger  the  amount  of 
settlement  wo  have,  the  larger  the  number  of 
wealth-producers  we  shall  have ;  and  the  larger 
the  population,  provided  that  population  can  pro- 
duce more  than  they  consume,  the  better,  be- 
cause such  a  population  will  always  tend  to 
make  the  country  wealthy.  But  it  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  a  possibility  that  we  may  cover  too 
largo  an  area  with  too  small  a  population. 
It  must  be  acknowledged  by  every  member  of 
the  House  that  the  area  of  New  Zealand  is  such 
as  to  be  capable  of  containing  twenty  times  the 
present  population  of  the  colony ;  and  therefore 
it  occurs  to  me  that  it  is  a  question  as  to  how 
far  it  is  wise  to  attempt  to  cover  the  entire  area 
of  the  country  with  the  small  population  we  now 
have  at  our  command.  My  idea  is  that  it  would 
be  better,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  settlers  themselves,  to 
occupy  that  portion  of  the  country  first  where 
people  can  settle  to  most  advantage,  and  can 
enjoy  all  the  blessings  and  privileges  of  civili- 
zation and  of  our  institutions ;  and  then,  when 
that  class  of  country  has  been  anything  like  fully 
and  properly  occupied,  I  would  like  to  see  pro- 
vision made  for  the  extension  of  settlement,  and 
for  affording  facilities  to  people  for  taking  up  new 
country.  One  of  the  practical  results  of  that 
would  be  that  land  would  fetch  double  and 
treble  the  price  it  now  fetches,  and  settlers  would 
not  be  subject  to  the  same  amount  of  incon- 
venience they  now  suffer,  and  they  would  be 
of  far  greater  benefit  as  wealth-producers  to 
the  colony  at  large;  because  they  would  not 
require  the  same  amount  of  Gk)vemment  super- 
vision per  head  as  they  would  if  the  settlements 
were  scattered  and  sparsely  peopled.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  about  the  outlying  districts. 
I  hold  they  should  be  specially  provided  for, 
because  the  prosperity  of  the  centres  of  popula- 
tion depends  very  materially  upon  the  develop- 
ment and  progress  of  the  outlying  districts  ;  but 
that,  like  other  good  things,  may  be  carried  to 
an  extreme.  Virtue  may  run  wild  and  become 
vice;  so,  likewise,  the  desire  to  encourage  out- 
Ijing  districts  might  run  wild  and  become  an 
evil.  If  a  few  persons  choose  to  settle  in  some 
outlying  and  outlandish  place  in  the  colony, 
they  immediately  raise  the  cry  that  they  should 
be  provided  with  all  the  blessings  and  privileges 
of  the  more  settled  and  civilised  districts ;  but 
if  their  demands  were  granted,  the  result  would 
be  that  they  would  entiul  such  an  expense  upon 
the  Government  that  it  would  more  than  absorb 
the  value  of  the  benefit  thoee  settlers  confer 
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upon  the  ooontry.  I  hold  that  we  should  facili- 
tate eettloment  where  it  oan  be  eaiilj  accom- 
pliflhed,  and  where  it  will  secure  the  greatest 
benefit  to  the  settlers  and  to  the  oolony  at  large. 

Mr.  MOKXaOMEBY.— I  understood  the 
honorable  member  for  New  Pljmouth  to  say 
that  the  term  "  special  settlement"  meant  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  land  should  be  spent  in 
the  locality  on  improvements,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  took  a  part  in  forming  the  special 
settlement.  If  that  were  done,  I  know  various 
parts  of  the  country  which  could  be  settled  rery 
fast,  and  I  think  it  is  a  subject  which  it  would  be 
advisable  for  the  House  to  consider.  I  agree  with 
the  honorable  member  who  last  spoke,  that  settle- 
ment should  be  promoted  in  those  parts  of  the 
colony  where  people  could  get  a  living  from  the 
land  easily.  The  honorable  member  for  Timaru, 
in  his  speech,  shadowed  forth  a  new  idea  with  re- 
gard to  the  appropriation  of  money  derived  from 
the  sale  of  land.  He  said  that  a  uniform  rate  per 
acre  should  be  contributed  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
suiy,  and  the  balance  should  be  devoted  to  the  lo- 
cality in  wliich  the  land  sold  was  situated.  That 
plan  might  answer  where  the  price  of  land  was 
high;  but  where  it  was  10s.,  15s.,  or  208.  an 
acre,  and  10s.,  12b.,  or  158.  had  to  be  devoted 
to  the  colonial  revenue,  there  would  not  be 
much  left  for  improvements.  I  do  not  tliiuk 
such  a  system  would  suit  honorable  mem- 
bers from  Auckland,  who  wish  to  make  the 
Land  Fund  common  property.  I  venture  to 
say  that  next  session  the  question  of  dealing 
with  the  land  will  be  a  very  prominent  one, 
and  will  greatly  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House.  I  desire  to  remark,  with  reference  to  the 
deferred-payment  system,  that  I  know  a  part  of 
the  colony  where  there  is  room  for  thousands  of 
families  to  settle,  and  where  thej  would  settle 
if  facilities  were  offered  to  them.  Honorable 
members  have  spoken  of  blocks  being  open  for 
settlement  on  deferred  payments ;  but  I  do  not 
think  that  in  the  part  of  the  country  I  refer  to, 
the  Province  of  Canterbury,  you  could  gel  a 
block  of  5,000  acres  where  people  could  settle  to 
cultivate  the  soil,  because  I  believe  such  blocks  of 
good  agricultural  land  cannot  now  bo  obtained 
in  the  Province  of  Canterbury.  Therefore  I 
think,  if  the  deferred-payment  system  is  only  to 
be  applied  to  blocks  of  considerable  magnitude, 
it  will  not  apply  to  Canterbury  at  all,  and  I  will 
object  to  a  system  of  deferred  payments  which 
wul  only  be  "keeping  the  word  of  promise  to 
the  ear  and  breaking  it  to  the  hope."  A 
deferred-payment  system  in  Canterbury  must  be 
conducted  on  something  like  the  principle  we 
now  have,  one  of  free  selection:  that  people 
should  settle  where  thej  wish,  but  instead  of 
paying  cash  as  they  now  do,  they  should  pay 
certain  annual  amounts  under  stringent  condi- 
tions of  settlement.  If  that  wore  done,  I  venture 
to  say  you  may  retain  the  population  in  the 
country,  add  largely  to  it,  ana  also  afford  com- 
fortable homes  to  thousands  who  are  now  roam- 
ing about.  When  the  question  of  the  Canterbury 
runs  comes  before  the  Committee,  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  make  an  amendment  in  the  Bill  as  it 
now  stands,  so  that  it  may  read  in  one  respect 


as    it  originally   stood  —  that   the    Government 
should  appoint  assessors  to  value  the  runs.  Soms 
months  ago,  when  I  was  standing  for  Akaroa,  I 
said,  ''The  valuation  should  be  made  by  sworn 
assessors,  after  receiving  eridence  on  oa4h  from 
competent  persons  in  open  Court ;  and,  if  the  nm- 
holder  would  not  give  the  rent  so  assessed,  ths 
right  of  pasturage  should  be  submitted  to  public 
competition."    I  think  that  would  be  as  good  s 
way  to  arrive  at  a  settlement  as  an/  other.    I 
venture   to   say   that,   in  the   province   I  come 
from,  the  Waste  Lands  Board  has  quite  enough 
to  do  to  attend  to  its  present   duties,  and  the 
additional  duty  of  assessing  the  runs  should  not 
devolve  upon  it.    When  the  time  comes,  I  will 
propose  that  assessors  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
G-ovemor,  but  that  none  of  them  shall  belong  to 
the  province,  so  that  they  may  be  free  from  all 
prejudice  and  local  feeling.     I  think  there  should 
be  three  assessors,  who  should  hold  an  open  Court 
in  the  town  nearest  to  a  run,  of  which  notice 
should  be  given ;  and  they  should   receive  evi- 
dence on  oath  as  to  the  value  of  the  run.    That, 
I  think,  is  the  only  way  in  which  a  proper  value 
can  be  arrived  at  by  the  assessors.      The  Bill  is  a 
very  oomprehensire  one.     I  dare  say  there  is  a 
good  deal  in  it  that  is  required,  but  there  is  also 
a  good  deal  that  can  stand  over  until  next  session. 
I  think  it  is  very  difficult  for  members  to  clearly 
understand  the  effect  of  repealing  all  these  AcU, 
and  to  understand  what  is  substituted  for  tliem. 
At  all  events  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading, 
and  I  shall  do  what  I  can  in  Committee  to  male 
it  a  good  Bill. 

Mr.  GHBBS.~I  hope  the  House  will  not  ac- 
cept the  amendment  that  this  Bill  be  committed 
this  day  three  months ;  for,  if  the  Bill  is  not 
passed  this  session,  it  will  cause  very  great  con- 
tusion.    I  believe  it  is  very  necessary  that  many 
alterations  should  bo  made  in  Committee.    With 
reference  to  the  proposals  for  a  system  of  de- 
ferred payments,  I  may  say  that  such  a  system 
has  been  in  force  in  Nelson  for  sonic  years ;  but 
I  am  afraid  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  will 
scjiicoly  meet  the  circumstances  of  that  province. 
For  instance,  it  is  provided  that  blocks  of  land 
shall  be  declared  open  for  selection  under  deferred 
payments.      Now,   as   regards    the   Province  of 
Nelson,  the  whole   of  it  is   under  one  system. 
Again,  if  it  is  intended  that  it  must  be  selected 
for  purposes  of  cultivation,  I  am  afraid  it  ^^ 
not  suit  Nelson,  for  there  is  very  little  unsold 
land  there  in  which  a  block  of  20a  acres,  that 
would  be  used  exclusively  for  agriculture,  could 
be   obtained.    The  settlers  there  are  content  to 
get  through  the  world  by  cultivating  small  po^ 
tions  of  their  land,  using  the  greater  ptart  for 
grazing ;  and,  if  the  deferred-payment  provisioM 
of  this  Bill  are  to  apply  only  to  land  used  for 
cultivation,  I  am  afraid  it  will  tall  in  that  pro- 
vince.  The  provisions  for  cultivation  and  residence 
will  be  found  impossible  to  carry  out.     I  took 
exception  on    a  former  occasion  to  an  inoreaee 
being  made  in  the  price  of  land  in  that  proripce; 
but  the  members  of  the  Waste  Lauds  Committes 
have  doubled  that  increase,  and  have  raised  the 
minimum  from  5s.  to  20s.  per  acre.    I  think  1 
may  say  that  a  large  portion  of  the  land  open 
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for  settlement  in  that  proYinco  will  not  be  taken 
up  at  tliat  rate,  for  it  is  not  worth  it.  I  differ 
altogether  from  the  honorable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  as  to  the  selling  price  of  land :  I  look 
upon  the  value  of  land  as  gauged  by  its  capability 
for  carrying  a  population.  I  trust  that  in  Com- 
mittee the  aim  of  honorable  members  will  be  to 
BO  frame  the  Bill  as  to  make  it  conduciTe  to  the 
settlement  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HAMLIN". — I  am  rery  sorry  indeed  that 
the  G-ovemment,  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, should  have  brought  down  so  important  a 
measure.  No  Bill  which  has  come  before  the 
House  this  session  requires  calmer  or  more  care- 
ful attention  than  this  does ;  but  owing  to  the 
late  period  of  the  session,  and  the  protracted 
sittings  which  honorable  members  have  been 
required  to  attend,  it  is  unfair  to  ask  us  to  pass 
a  measure  of  such  magnitude  and  great  im- 
portance as  this  is — one  which  must  inevitably 
seriouely  affect  the  well-being  of  the  colony  at 
large.  It  is  idle  for  honorable  gentlemen  to 
say  that  we  can  amend  the  Bill  by  striking  out 
certain  clauses  and  inserting  others,  to  meet 
the  different  requirements  of  the  country.  That 
would  simply  mean  that  we  must  set  to  work 
to  make  the  Bill  workable,  and  if  we  do  that 
we  shall  simply  have  to  go  through  the  measure 
clause  by  clause,  line  by  line,  and  word  by  word ; 
in  short,  wo  must  make  up  our  minds  to  stay 
here  a  considerable  length  of  time  yet.  It  is 
unfair  and  unjust  to  honorable  members  to 
expect  them  to  consider  such  an  important 
measure  in  the  short  time  at  their  disposal.  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  country  require  a  measure  of  this  kind 
to  be  passed  through  during  the  present  session. 
If  the  abolition  of  the  provinces  has  brought 
about  a  state  of  affairs  which  renders  it  necessary 
that  such  powers  should  be  vested  in  the  Minis- 
try of  the  oiay,  I  for  one  shall  not  assist  to  make 
matters  worse,  particularly  as  the  provincial  au- 
thorities might  exercise  these  powers  lawfully 
and  fairly  for  the  next  six  or  seven  months. 
When  we  consider  the  length  of  time  we  have 
been  in  session,  and  when  we  look  at  the  fact  that 
the  financial  year  wiU  tenninate  in  seven  or  eight 
months,  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that  this  matter 
should  be  allowed  to  stand  over  until  next  session. 
There  is  no  impending  danger  which  justifies  ns 
in  hurrying  tlxis  Bill  on  now,  and  no  great  harm 
can  befall  the  coIout  if  it  is  not  passed.  I  trust 
Ministers  will  consider  the  matter  oarefolly,  and 
withdraw  the  BUI.  To  discuss  it  fairly  will  oc- 
cupy three  weeks  at  least :  not  because  there  is 
likely  to  be  any  violent  or  unnecessary  opposi- 
tion, but  because,  as  representatives  of  the  people, 
we  shall  naturally  endeavour  to  make  the  Bill 
as  complete  as  possible,  and  to  put  it  into  such 
a  form   that  it   will   be   likely   to   advance  the 

Seneral  welfare  and  settlement  of  New  Zealand, 
'here  are  many  parts  of  the  Bill  to  which  I  take 
strong  exception;  but  presuming  that  the  good 
senile  and  wisdom  of  the  House  will  prevent  it 
going  into  Committee,  I  need  not  dwell  at  length 
upon  its  details.  I  need  only  say  that  in  several 
important  matters  it  deals  in  a  harsh  and  arbi- 
trary manner,  so  much  so  that  it  is  evident  on 


the  face  of  it  that  the  Government  have  not  given 
the  subject  that  calm  and  careful  consideration 
which  we  as  representatives  of  the  people  have  a 
right  to  expect.  I  ask,  then,  not  in  a  spirit  of 
opposition,  or  from  any  determination  to  oppose 
the  Bill  unnecessarily,  but  from  a  spirit  of  fair- 
ness, whether  they  should  not  withdraw  the  Bill, 
and  allow  time  for  due  and  deliberate  considera- 
tion of  this  important  question.  They  can  bring 
down  a  Bill  with  a  few  clauses,  to  enable  them  to 
exercise  the  powers  heretofore  exercised  by  the 
Superintendents  and  Provincial  Councils,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  GK>vemment  would,  next 
session,  be  in  a  position  to  J^^  before  the  House 
a  well-digested  measure.  We  shall  have  had  the 
calm  experience  of  the  next  few  months  to  guide 
us,  and  shall  be  able  to  assist,  eamestlv  and 
thoughtfully,  in  framing  a  measure  which  will 
last  for  many  years  to  come.  I  shall  oppose  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  CARRINaTON.— I  have  one  word  to 
Bay,  and  it  is  practical.  I  heard  something  said 
(hiring  the  discussion  in  favour  of  special  settle- 
ments, and  as  to  providing  the  means  for  making 
roads.  I  would  suggest  that  in  future,  irrespec- 
tive of  any  endowments  that  may  have  been 
made,  or  of  the  land  having  been  dealt  with  in 
any  sliape  or  way,  every  block  of  land  should 
be  laid  out  so  that  a  part,  or  certain  allotments, 
should  be  reserved  for  the  express  purpose  of  pro- 
viding funds  for  the  making  of  roads  and  bridges 
for  that  block.  When  the  Bill  is  in  Committee, 
I  shall  move  a  clause  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  HOWE.— As  I  intend  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  address  any  lengthened  remarks 
to  the  House.  I  feel  it  necessary  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  this  question  of  the  administration  of 
the  waste  lands  is  one  in  which  my  constituents 
feel  a  very  deep  interest  No  other  question  that 
has  been  brought  before  the  House  has  oocnpied 
so  much  of  their  attention,  and  that  arises  nom 
the  fact  that  they  have  never  yet  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  become  possessed  of  any  land.  With 
us  it  has  not  been  a  question  of  settling  upon  the 
land  ;  it  has  been  a  question  of  gettinc  hold  of  it. 
I  am  sorry  to  sav  thai  we  have  lost  thousands  of 
people  who  womd  hare  made  the  best  settlers  in 
the  oonntry,  simply  because  we  had  no  land 
to  settle  them  on.  I  have  heard  one  or  two 
honorable  members  say  that  it  is  better  first 
to  settle  the  land  that  is  accessible — that  there 
are  large  blocks  of  land  that  might  be  settled 
without  any  difficulty.  Those  gentlemen  would 
like  us  to  go  down  to  Canterbury ;  but  we  prefer 
to  stay  where  we  are,  if  we  can  get  the  land  we 
require.  I  have  also  heard  a  great  deal  about 
bringing  settlers  into  the  country,  but  I  would 
rather  see  provision  made  for  those  already  in  the 
country.  We  have  thousands  of  young  men  who 
have  grown  up  in  the  province  who  cannot  obtain 
land,  and  I  say  that  facilities  should  be  afforded 
to  them.  As  to  giving  away  land,  that  is  a  prin- 
ciple to  which  I  am  altogether  opposed.  The 
system  is  bad.  There  is  another  point  to  which 
attention  should  be  directed,  and  that  is  that 
the  Government,  in  purchasing  blocks  of  land, 
should  endeavour  to  get  hold  of  land  of  good 
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quality.  The  system  of  land  pnrcliase  that  has 
hitherto  prerailed  in  the  North  has  been  an  ex- 
oeedinely  bad  one.  The  agents  of  the  Qorern- 
ment  hare  been  limited  to  a  certain  price  per 
acre,  and,  partly  with  the  object  of  securing  their 
own  commission,  they  have  bought  up  any  land 
they  could  get,  most  of  it  being  poor  and  unfit 
for  settlement.  It  would  have  bisen  much  better 
if  these  agents  had  been  commissioned  to  give 
a  sufficient  price.  Although  they  might  hare 
obtained  a  smaller  number  of  acres,  the  land 
purchased  would  then  hare  been  much  more 
suitable  for  settlement  I  regret  that  the  Q-o- 
yemment  hare  omitted  all  proTision  for  the 
formation  of  special  settlements.  For  years  past 
the  people  at  the  Thames  had  been  promised  land 
for  special  settlement.  A  great  amount  of  corre- 
spondence has  taken  place  with  the  GoTcmment 
on  the  subject,  and  certain  blocks  have  been 
pointed  out  as  suitable.  Men  have  for  years 
been  waiting  to  get  on  it.  The  land  was  par- 
tially purchased,  and,  although  they  were  wil- 
ling to  pay  the  QoTemment  £2  or  £8  per  acre, 
their  hopes  are  now  swept  away.  I  am  sorry 
this  proTision  has  been  left  out,  because  I  regard 
it  as  adrantageous  to  any  country  that  there 
should  be  regulations  in  its  land  laws  under 
which  a  number  of  indiyiduals  in  the  community 
could  join  together  to  take  up  blocks  of  land  for 
settlement  in  this  manner.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
deferred-payment  system  will  result  in  great 
benefit  to  the  colony  as  a  whole,  but  I  would 
strongly  urge  upon  the  Government  the  necessity 
of  providing  land  for  the  setUemeot  of  the  people 
already  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— It  is  true  this  Bill  has  been 
before  the  House  for  a  long  time,  and  that  honor- 
able members  have  had  ample  opportunity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  it,  but  it  is  also  true 
that  until  to-day  it  has  occupied  a  very  low  place 
on  the  Order  Paper.  On  Grovemment  days  it  has 
stood  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  list.  This,  I 
think,  indicates  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
-remment  not  to  push  the  Bill  forward  this  ses- 
sion. I  believe  tne  Gt>vemment,  or  some  mem- 
bers of  it)  are  under  promise  to  the  Canterbury 
members  to  foroe  the  Bill  through  this  session 
if  possible,  and  no  doubt  they  are  anxious  to 
redeem  their  pledge.  There  is,  however,  a  sec- 
tion of  the  Oanterbniy  members  who  will  not  be 
vei^  much  disappointed  if  it  does  not  pass  this 
session.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
session  is  very  far  advanced.  We  have  been  here 
between  four  and  five  months;  a  great  many 
members  have  gone  home ;  and  if  we  are  to  pro- 
ceed with  such  an  important  measure  as  this,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  make  a  call  of  the  House,  for 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  that  the  members 
who  are  left  should  undertake  such  a  responsi- 
bility themselves.  The  Premier,  in  (he  course  of 
his  speech,  made  a  remark  to  which  I  will  take 
the  liberty  to  refer.  He  said  we  could  not  ex- 
pect the  public  works  to  be  carried  on  unless  we 
mised  the  price  of  the  land,  although  he  stated  at 
the  same  time  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  raise  the  price  this  session.  But 
he  was  clear  about  this :  that  if  we  were  to  have 
public  works  we  must  raise  the  price  of  the  land. 


Major  ATKINSON.— Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  by  way  of  explanation,  that  I  did  not  use 
anv  such  expression.  I  stated  that  we  were  not 
going  to  raise  the  price  of  land,  but  that  if  we 
were  to  give  the  land  away  it  would  be  impoasUkb 
to  execute  our  local  public  works. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— I  took  a  note  of  the  Yioaar- 
able  member's  words.  He  said  that  we  cannot 
expect  to  have  public  works  carried  on  exoepft  by 
increasing  the  price  of  land. 

Major  ATKINSON.- No. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— I  am  glad  to  hear  one 
honorable  member  say  "Hear,  hear:"  in  fact  I 
am  corroborated.  We  shall  see,  when  Sdmsard 
ia  published,  whether  I  am  correct  or  not.  The 
honorable  gentleman  led  this  House  to  believe 
that  in  order  to  have  public  works  we  mast  raise 
the  price  of  ]%pd. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hardly  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  desires  to  misinterpret  what 
I  said.  I  state  distinctly  I  did  not  say  so.  I  will 
put  it  further  to  the  honorable  gentleman  :  If  I 
used  any  words  that  would  imply  that,  I  did  not 
mean  to  do  so. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— I  know  I  must  accept  the 
honorable  gentleman's  statement,  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  admit  I  may  have  taken  his  words  down 
wrongly.  But  he  also  made  another  remark :  he 
said  there  was  no  alternative  except  raiaine  the 
price  of  land.  If  it  is  true  that  the  price  of  land 
should  be  raised  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
value  of  the  land  from  the  Public  Works  policy — 
and  I  have  heard  that  advanced  over  and  over 
again  in  this  Chamber,  and  from  the  Government 
benches,  as  the  reason — I  would  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  another  alternative, 
and  it  is  this:  that  if  the  Government  land 
should  be  increased  in  price  on  account  of  that 
policy,  it  naturally  follows  that  it  would  be  only 
fair  to  tax  the  land  that  has  already  been 
purehased.  Tliat,  I  consider,  is  a  very  fair 
mferenoe  from  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made.  Now,  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  this 
should  be  done.  It  will  be  time  enough  for 
me  to  make  up  my  mind  on  that  ^estion 
when  it  comes  before  the  House.  But  I  think 
that,  if  it  hold  good  in  respect  to  Govern- 
ment land,  the  other  alternative  holds  equally 
good  in  regard  to  land  that  has  already  become 
private  property.  There  was  a  remark  made  by 
the  Mimster  of  Justice  to  which  I  would  like  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  he  made  a 
great  point  of  it  in  opposition  to  an  observation 
that  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney.  The  latter  honorable  gentleman  said  he 
believed  that  very  few  of  the  immigrants  that  had 
been  brought  to  the  colony  had  settled  upon  the 
land.  The  Minister  of  Justice  said  the  very 
opposite  was  the  fact — that  a  great  many  of 
the  immigrants  had  settled  on  the  land.  It  is,  I 
will  admit,  a  very  difficult  matter  to  prove ;  but 
I  think,  from  conversations  I  havC/had  and  from 
the  public  Press,  the  general  opinion  seems  to  be 
that  very  few  of  the  immigrants  have  settled 
upon  the  land.  I  admit  that  married  men  with 
families  coming  to  this  country  cannot  well  get 
out  of  it;  but  with  respect  to  the  unmanned 
immigrants,  I  do  not  thmk  that  very  many  of 
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them  haT6  Bettled  on  the  land.  In  resard  to  the 
settlement  that  has  recentlj  taken  place,  it  has 
been  carried  on  chieflj  bj  the  families  and  rela- 
tions of  the  old  settlers.  At  all  eTents,  if  the 
Minister  of  Justice  is  sure  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  immigrants  that  have  been  brought 
to  the  countzy  hare  settled  on  the  land — if 
he  has  any  means  of  proving  the  position  he 
takes  up — I  think  that  it  would  be  well  that  he 
should  lay  the  facts  before  the  House,  either  in 
the  shape  of  a  return  or  in  some  other  way.  I 
will  now  refer  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth.  That  speech  was 
remarkable  for  two  statements.  The  honorable 
pentleman  said  he  thought  we  were  almost  at  the 
Umit  of  our  borrowing  power.  It  was  not  very 
appropriate  perhaps  ;  but  at  all  cTents  the  honor- 
able gentleman  made  that  statement,  and  coming 
from  him,  who  has  been  such  a  strong  supporter 
of  the  GoTemment,  I  was  a  little  astonished  at 
it.  But  the  honorable  geutleman  went  on  to 
show,  as  far  as  I  understood  him,  that  it  was  not 
desirable  there  should  be  settlement  by  deferred 
payment  at  all — that  what  wo  ought  to  do  was 
to  sell  the  land,  and,  with  the  money  we  got 
fh)m  it,  make  roads  to  the  land.  That  is  what 
I  understood  the  honorable  gentleman  to  mean. 
That  proves  to  me  that  the  members  of  this 
House  who  come  up  here  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  really  know  Tery  little  about  mat- 
ters at  a  distance.  I  think  it  might  be  well 
that  this  Q-eneral  Assembly  should  meet  at 
Taranaki  some  time  or  other,  so  that  the  mem- 
bers might  become  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Taranaki.  I  think  the  remark  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  owing  to  this :  that, 
the  land  of  Taranaki  being  chiefly  bush  land,  a 
yery  small  portion  is  sufficient  for  a  family.  It 
is  very  different  on  open  grassy  land,  for  that 
land  is  immediately  available  for  stock  ;  and, 
unless  the  system  of  defened  payments  were  acted 
upon,  the  probability  is  that,  so  far  at  all  events 
as  many  of  the  good  lands  of  Otago  are  concerned, 
when  opened  up  those  lands  would  pass  into  the 
hands  of  capitalists.  The  deferred-payment  sys- 
tem has  settled  a  large  number  of  persons  on  the 
land — ^knd  which  otherwise  would  hare  been 
bought  by  capitalists,  and  continued  in  the  occu- 
pation of  the  sheplierd-kings  of  the  colony.  It 
has  been  said  that,  if  we  go  into  this  Bill,  it  atiII 
occupy  us  a  long  time — three  weeks  I  think  Atas 
statM  by  one  honorable  gentleman.  It  is  a 
matter  of  very  great  importance,  and  I  believe  it 
will  occupy  us  a  considerable  time ;  but  what  I 
fear  most  in  connection  with  the  Bill  is  its  treat- 
ment by  the  Legislative  Council.  Every  Bill  we 
send  to  the  Legislative  Oouncil  that  is  connected 
with  land  comes  back  far  worse,  so  far  as  the 
settlement  of  the  country  is  concerned,  than  it 
was  when  it  left  this  House.  What  took  place 
last  session  P  A  comparatively  unimportant  Bill 
was  introduced  here,  chiefly  with  respect  to  the 
administration  of  the  waste  lands  in  Otago,  and  it 
went  up  to  the  Legislative  Council,  where  it  was 
completely  changed.  Eight  new  clauses  were  added 
to  it,  and  the  body  of  the  Bill  was  struck  out 
altogether.  In  fiict,  that  little  Bill  completely 
changed  the  land  system   of  Otago.    For  in- 
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stance :  the  deferred-payment  land,  which,  up  to 
that  time,  had  been  at  a  rental  of  2s.  6d.  an 
acre,  was  raised  bv  the  Legislative  Council  to 
4s.  an  acre;  and  tne  price  of  the  land  to  the 
deferred  -  payment  settler,  which  formerly  had 
been  25s.  an  acre,  was  raised  to  £2.  There  was 
also  a  proposal  that  the  whole  colony  should  be 
divided  into  two  parts  —  into  agricultural  land 
■and  pastoral  land :  that  the  agricultural  land 
should  bo  open  for  sale  at  £2,  and  the  pastoral 
land  at  £1.  What  was  the  result  of  thatP 
That  a  compromise  had  to  be  come  to,  and  the 
deferred-payment  land  was  raised  6d.  an  acre 
on  the  annual  rent:  that  is  to  say,  whilst  for- 
merly a  deferred-payment  settler — who  in  Otago 
usually  has  200  acres  —  had  to  pay  £25  per 
anuum  for  his  section,  he  has  under  the  present 
system  to  pay  £80.  So  that  I  expect  when  this 
Bill  leaves  the  Legislative  Council  it  will  be  so 
changed  that  we  shall  hardly  know  it ;  and,  in 
fact,  we  shall  have  to  come  to  some  compromise 
with  the  Legislative  Council,  and  that  compro- 
mise will  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the  settlement 
of  the  country.  The  Premier  has  told  us  that 
the  price  of  the  land  is  not  to  be  raised  this 
year.  I  think  that,  considering  that  wool  is 
low,  and  that  grain  is  also  low,  the  present  is 
not  the  time  to  raise  the  price  of  land.  At  the 
same  time,  I  admit  it  is  a  question  that  this 
Legislature  may  fairly  consider.  But  I  would 
like,  in  connection  with  this  question  of  the  price 
of  land,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  price  of  the  deferred  -  payment  land,  which 
honorable  members  will  flnd  by  referring  to  the 
3l8t  clause  of  the  Bill.  I  said  that  last  year  we 
raised  the  annual  payment  of  deferred-payment 
land  6d.  an  aero ;  or,  so  &r  as  a  deferred-pay- 
ment settler  is  concerned,  we  raised  his  rent  trom 
£25  to  £30  a  year.  But  what  do  we  propose  to  do 
this  session  P  What  would  be  the  consequence 
if  this  Bill  were  to  pass  as  it  has  been  put  into 
our  hands  P  It  would  raise  the  annual  payment 
of  deferred-payment  land  9d.  an  acre  at  the  very 
least ;  or  it  would  raise  the  annual  rent  to  the 
deferred-payment  settler  from  £30  to  £37  lOs. 
In  other  words,  while,  previous  to  last  session,  the 
deferred-payment  settler  paid  £25  for  his  land, 
he  has  since  had  to  pay  £80;  and  wo  pro- 
pose, for  the  future,  tnat  he  should  pay  £87 
10s.,  or  half  as  much  again  as  he  paid  previous 
to  the  Act  of  last  year.  And  this  is  proposed  to 
be  done  in  the  clumsiest  way  imaginable.  By 
the  81st  clause  it  is  proposed  that  the  price  of 
land  shall  be  258.  an  acre,  and  then  50  per  cent, 
is  to  be  added  to  that,  making  the  price  of  land 
37s.  per  acre,  or,  in  other  words,  raising  the 
annual  rent  of  the  settler  by  9d.  an  acre.  Now,  I 
believe  that  £25,  or  2s.  6d.  an  acre,  was  plenty  for 
the  deferred -payment  settlers.  I  think  we  com- 
mitted a  great  mistake  last  session  by  raising  the 
price  of  land  to  these  men.  A  few  pounds  every 
year  may  not  be  a  great  deal  to  some  people,  but 
£5  is  a  great  deal  to  poor  men,  as  deferred-pay- 
ment settlers  usually  are.  If  the  Bill  was  passed 
as  placed  in  our  hands,  the  settler,  instead  of  pay- 
ing £26  every  year,  would  have  to  pay  £87  10s. 
This,  of  course,  would  not  refer  to  the  sections 
already  taken  up,  but  it  would  mean  this :  that 
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all  tbose  who,  from  the  psMing  of  this  Act,  would 
take  up  land  in  that  way,  would  haye  to  pay  an 
increased  rent.  Tliis  may  be  a  matter  of  detail. 
I  have  heard  honorable  gentlemen  complain  very 
much  that  we  have  been  speaking  on  details,  and 
have  not  spoken  on  the  pnnciples  of  the  Bill ;  but 
it  really  appears  to  me  there  is  not  much  prin- 
ciple in  the  Bill.  The  chief  principle  in  the  Bill 
is  that  the  Canterbury  runholders  shall  get  their 
runs  on  the  very  easiest  terms  possible.  I 
think  it  is  rieht  that  that  should  be  referred  to. 
I  was  referring  to  Taranaki  at  one  time  with 
regard  to  the  difficulty  of  really  understanding 
things  in  this  House.  I  may  also  refer  to  the 
case  of  Auckland.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bodney  said  that  this  Bill  completely  changtd  tlie 
land  system  that  had  prevailed  in  Auckland,  and 
I  understood  the  Premier  and  other  honorable 
gentlemen  to  say  that  it  was  a  great  change  for 
the  better.  He  said  he  believed  forty  acrca  was 
too  little  for  any  man  to  bring  up  a  family  on,  and 
that  200  acres  would  be  a  great  deal  better.  No 
doubt  200  acres  would  be  better  than  forty  acres, 
but  at  the  same  time  there  might  be  circum- 
stances where  forty  acres  might  be  even  better 
than  200  acres.  I  understand  that  the  system  in 
Auckland  has  been  this:  that  settlers  get  forty 
acres  for  nothing.  This  it  appears  is  poor  land, 
and  persons  who  take  up  land  m  this  way,  I  pre- 
sume, work  a  good  deal  away  from  home,  and  make 
a  little  money  by  that  means.  But  if  they  had 
to  pay  yearly  8b.  9d.  an  acre,  or  £37  10s.  for  200 
acres  of  busn  land,  in  an  out-of-the-way  place,  it 
would  make  a  great  hole  in  their  earnings.  So 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  argument  is  altogether 
on  the  side  of  the  Government.  I  think  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  evidence  in  favour  of  the  system 
of  giving  small  blocks  of  land  to  persons  who  will 
occupy  and  make  a  home  of  it.  I  think  it  would 
be  well  if  this  Bill  were  withdrawn,  and  that 
two  or  three  chiuses,  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
administration  of  the  waste  lands,  were  passed. 
Such  a  oourse  would  save  a  great  deal  of  time. 
With  regard  to  the  Canterbury  pastoral  leasee,  I 
believe  Uiat  they  do  not  expire  for  four  years.  I 
understand  that  thev  are  not  leases.  1  believe 
the  runholders  stiU  have  a  title  to  the  land  after 
the  four  years.  The  only  thing  is  that  after  four 
years  the  rent  may  be  inoreued  or  decreased, 
according  to  circumstances ;  and,  as  it  is  a  long 
time  until  1880, 1  think  we  may  well  withdraw 
this  part  of  the  Bill  at  all  events,  and  deal  with 
it  in  some  future  session.  I  rose  for  the  special 
purpose  of  drawing  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
that  clause  with  regard  to  deferred  payments.  It 
is  a  very  important  cladse,  and  I  pretend  to  know 
a  little  about  that  matter.  I  spoke  of  the  clause  as 
being  extremely  clumsy.  Now  there  is  this  other 
peculiarity  about  it :  that,  when  there  are  two  or 
more  applications,  the  laud  is  put  up  to  auction, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  upset  price 
258.  Well,  supposing  there  are  two  or  three 
bidders  for  the  und,  and  it  rises  to  £2  an  acre. 
That  is  not  the  price  the  deferred-payment  settler 
will  get  it  for;  50  per  cent,  is  proposed  to  be 
added  to  the  sum  for  which  it  may  be  knocked 
down.  Say  it  is  knocked  down  at  £:S  an  acre ;  50 
per  cent.  Is  to  be  added,  making  the  land  £S  an 


acre,  which  would  make  the  rent  6s.  an  scie 
annually.  I  think  that  is  more  than  this  Hook 
has  any  right  to  expect  that  a  man  under  tbne 
circumstances  would  be  able  to  pay. 

Mr.    DE   LAUTOUR.  —  I    think   the  Hoose 
might  be  better  employed  to-night  than  in  coo- 
sidering  this  Bill  in  Committee.     I  think,  if  t^ 
G-overnincnt  can   see  their  waj   to   accept  tbe 
suggestion  I  am  about  to  make,  we  can  employ 
the  remainder  of  the  night  much   more  profit- 
ably.   It  must  be  very  obvioua  to  the  Houi, 
from  the  debate  that  has  alreadj  arisen,  tUat  i 
we  at  once  go  into  Committee  we  ahall  make  no 
progress  to-night.    If  we  get  throngh  ten  cIsum 
wo  shall  do  very  well ;   and  what  use  will  that 
be  ?     I  admit  that  even  at  this  period  of  the 
session  the  G-overnmcnt  have  a  perfect  right  to 
ask  us  to  consider  and  pass  a  Waste  Lands  Biij; 
but  it  must  be  presumed  they  have  counted  the 
cost  of  so  asking  us.     Although  I  do  not  think  it 
would  take  three  weeks,  I  think  it  would  t.iie 
a  fortnight  to  pass  the  Bill.     I  do  not  think  the 
Government    should    insist   upon    pressing   thii 
Bill,  and   so  necessitating    the    departure  from 
their  homes  to-morrow  of  a  number  of  members, 
now  in  Otago,  who  will  have  to  return  befoie 
the   end  of  the  session  in  order  to  take  part 
in    passing    this    measure,    which    is    of   such 
great    importance  to  the  districts    they  repre- 
sent.    However,  if  it  is  pressed,  we  must  sink 
private  convenience  and  do   our  utmost.    The 
Government  cannot  expect  that  wo  will  allow 
this  Bill  to  pass  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Publie 
Health  BUI.    This  Bill  will  require  most  careful 
and  close   watching.      I   quite    agree  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Clutha,  that  there  is  no 
doubt  that  if  this  Bill  passes  this  House,  sup* 
posing    the    Government    does    not    press  the 
mcrease  in  price,  it  irill  be  pressed  elsewhere 
and  further  time  will  be  taken  up  in  makiog  a 
compromise,  in  which,  as  experience  shows,  m 
shall  get  the  worst.     In  support  of  this  stats- 
ment,  I  need  only  refer  to  many  measnies  wt 
have  passed  this  session.    It  is  now  pionosed  to 
send  up  a  Bill  which  is  bad  in  itself,  whieb  ftltf 
GK>Temment  intend  to  tons  down,  but  which  wiU 
oertainlv  be  toned  up  again  elsewhafe.    The  ob* 
iect  to  be  attained,  for  whioh  we  are  to  ^t^"^^ 
here  for  a  fortnif^ht,   and  to  aaorifioe  a  gop^ 
deal  of  other  bnsmess  of  more  importanoe— is 
to  satisfy  the  election  pledges  of  the  honoraUtf 
member  for  Kaiapoi  and  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
for   Public   Works.     I  think   those  honorable 
gentlemen  will  be  perfectly  absolved  from  any 
such  pledges  if  as  Ministers  they  abstain  from 
pressing  this  measure  in  the  face  of  the  strong 
opposition  raised  against  it.     I  would  ask  (be 
House  to  agree  to  an  adjournment  of  the  debate, 
and  on  this  ground  :   The  Government  can  pla^ 
the  Bill  in  the  same  position  that  it  has  ocrupiea 
during  the  last  few  weeks  j  we  can  then  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  or  take  up  the  other  Bills  on 
the  Order  Paper.     1  think  we  n»ight  go  XhTOUgh 
the   Public   Works   Bill   to-night,    and  perhaps 
the    Public    Works    estimates  ;    and   then  on 
Thursday  or  Friday  the  Government  might  teke 
up  this  Bill.    But  it  is  folly  to  rouse  the  temper 
of  the  House  and  to  take  up  time  in  passing « 
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meMure  which  is  utterly  unpalatable.  I  do 
not  think  w«  should  erer  have  seen  this  Bill  in 
ito  present  form,  were  it  not  that  its  only  object 
was  to  provide  a  big  haystack  for  the  Canterbury 
leaaUig  proTisions.  Knowing  that  we  in  the  South 
desire  an  extension  of  the  deferred  -  payment 
•ystem,  they  offer  us  that  as  a  bribe  to  swallow 
the  Canterbury  pill.  They  oannot  expect  us  to 
do  that.  It  really  cannot  in  consideration  be 
attributed  to  myself  or  others  that  we  are 
attempting  to  take  up  time  unduly  in  opposing 
proTisions  which  are  not  a  legitimate  occasion  for 
opposition.  Eren  if  the  Canterbury  provisions, 
as  amended  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  are 
carried  out,  the  whole  of  the  Otago  runholders 
will  have  a  much  stronger  claim  for  such  a 
concession  in  another  year,  because  the  run- 
holders  of  Otago  are  paying  a  far  greater  rent 
for  Die  extended  leases  they  arc  enjoying  than 
the  runholders  of  Canterbury'.  Therefore,  if  we 
aeree  to  this  concession  this  year,  not  only 
the  Canterbury  members  but  the  whole  House 
will  bare  to  help  the  Otago  runholders  and  their 
mortgagees  to  get  the  same  concessions  next 
year.  1  acquit  the  Canterbury  men  of  holding 
any  very  strong  feeling  in  this  matter.  I  hare 
felt  for  some  time  that  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
wool  and  other  circumstances  would  force  not 
upon  them,  but  upon  the  mortgagees,  the  neces- 
sity for  making  up  their  minds  as  to  whether 
they  would  foreclose  this  year  or  in  a  year  or 
two  upon  the  sheep  and  cattle  that  arc  now 
much  below  their  average  value.  That  is  the  risk 
that  is  before  us.  There  is  one  point  of  so  much 
importance  that  I  must  trouble  the  House  by  re- 
ferring to  it.  It  suggested  itself  to  me  when  the 
Premier  said  there  was  no  money  for  local  public 
works  except  the  money  from  the  land.  I  think 
it  is  a  fair  matter  for  consideration  whether  it 
should  be  confined  to  money  received  from  the 
land  itself  when  absolutely  sold,  and  not  when 
the  money  is  coming  in  in  the  shape  of  interest 
or  rents.  In  the  centre  of  Otago,  which  has 
contributed  a  heavy  amount  to  the  revenue, 
I  have  long  held  the  opinion  that  settlement 
might  very  well  be  carried  out  by  employing 
the  interest  on  the  capital  in  redeeming  the  land. 
If  the  capital  of  the  land  is  to  bo  employed 
in  carrying  out  local  public  works,  why  should 
not  the  interest  on  that  capital?  And  yet 
we  find  in  districts  in  the  interior,  which  con- 
tribute £9,000,  £10,000,  and  even  as  much  as 
£20,000  a  year  to  the  revenue  of  such  interest  on 
capital,  we  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting 
£2,000  or  £3,000  for  local  contribution  to  public 
works.  I  would  urge  upon  the  Q-overnment,  if 
they  beliove  in  that  principle,  that  they  should 
see  whether  some  menus  oould  not  be  devised  by 
which  tlio  land  revenue  from  the  interior  of 
Otago,  which  at  prosoiit  is  ocoupii-d  by  pastoral 
tenants,  should  be  nppropriated  to  redeeming  the 
land  from  the  runholders,  in  order  to  form  settle- 
ments. We  are  there  very  much  in  the  same 
position  as  the  honorftble  member  for  the  Tliames 
(Mr.  Rowe)  complains  that  ho  is  in  with  regard  to 
the  Natives.  We  want  land,  but  wo  cannot  get 
it,  because  we  should  have  to  pay  compensation 
to  the  pastoral  tenants.    We  do  not  begrudge 


them  the  compensation  ;  but  I  say  that  the  money 
derived  in  the  shape  of  rents  ought  first  of  all  to 
be  applied  to  getting  land  for  people  who  are  ab- 
solutely starring  for  it.  I  will  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House,  but  I  ask  honorable  members 
to  agree  to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  and 
then  we  can  go  into  Committee  on  this  Bill,  when 
we  have  got  through  the  other  veiy  important 
business  on  the  Order  Paper.  There  is  another 
oouzte  which  I  think  the  G-ovemment  and  other 
honorable  members  will  be  willing  to  accept:  • 
that  is,  that  we  should  go  into  Committee  now, 
that  the  G-ovemment  should  at  once  report  pro- 
gress, and  then  take  the  Bill  up  again  aflter  the 
other  business  is  disnosed  of.  If  they  will  agree 
to  that  course,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  that 
the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  think  the  honorable 
member  appears  to  entirely  misapprehend  the 
nature  of  this  Bill.  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
consent  to  the  adjournment,  and,  indeed,  to  drop 
the  Bill  altogether,  if  it  were  possible  to  do  so ; 
but  the  country  would  thereby  be  thrown  into 
inextricable  confusion.  The  iBiU  is  rimply  a 
temporary  one,  to  provide  for  the  changes  which 
are  about  to  take  place. 

Mr.  BE  LAUTOUR.— Allow  me  to  explain. 
I  did  not  ask  the  honorable  sentleman  to  drop 
the  Bill ;  but  I  said  that  in  the  interim,  if  the 
Bill  were  committed,  and  progress  were  at  once 
reported,  the  Government  could  come  down  with 
such  a  machinery  Bill  as  the  House  could  pass 
in  half  an  hour. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  now  explain  that 
the  whole  of  this  Bill  merely  prorides  machi' 
nery,  and  corrects  a  few  patent  evils  that  exist  in 
Otago  and  other  parts  of  the  colony,  with  the 
exception  of  the  deferred-payment  clauses  and 
the  Canterbury  clauses.  The  deferred-payment 
clauses  could  of  course  be  struck  out;  but  to 
my  mind  they  would  be  a  great  loss  to  the 
country,  because  I  know  they  are  wanted  very 
much  in  parts  of  the  colony  where  the  system 
is  not  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  The  Government 
arc  prepared  to  abandon  any  -clauses  which  are 
shown  to  bo  not  necessary ;  but  I  think  the  House 
will  make  a  great  mistake  if  it  does  not  pass  the 
Canterbury  clauses.  I  may  say  I  was  very  much 
opposed  at  one  time  to  introducing  these  clauses, 
as  it  appeared  to  me,  as  it  did  to  other  honor- 
able members,  to  be  quite  unnecessary  to  legislate 
four  years  before  the  time  when  the  matter  re- 
quired to  be  settled.  However,  I  examined  into 
the  question  very  carefully,  and  I  saw  that  by 
not  inserting  these  clauses  great  evil  might  be 
done  to  a  very  important  industry.  And  I  say 
deliberately  that  that  is  my  opinion,  after  being 
prejudiced  against  the  clauses,  and  having  care- 
fully examined  into  them.  I  say  we  shall  be 
doing  good  to  the  country,  and  not  to  the  squat- 
ters, by  passing  these  clauses.  Therefore  the 
Government  have  submitted  them  to  the  House. 
I  think  the  House  should  go  into  Committee  on 
the  Bill  at  once,  and  then  we  can  consider  each 
clause  upon  its  merits,  and  see  whether  it  is 
wanted  or  not.  This  Bill  does  not  pretend  to 
deal  generally  with  the  land  laws.  It  is,  as  I 
have  said,  simply  a  temponry  measure  to  remove 
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defects  which  it  is  necessary  to  reniore,  and  to 
make  proTision  for  the  coming  changes.  It  is 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  consent  that 
this  Bill  should  not  pass.  It  must  pass  in  some 
form  or  another,  or  else  the  land  in  all  parts  of 
the  colony  will  have  to  be  administered  in  Wel- 
lington, which  I  think  honorable  members  will 
not  agree  to,  and  which  would  lead  to  great  iu- 
conyenience  to  the  public.  I  think  honorable 
members  must  see  tnat  it  is  only  a  temporary 
and  a  machinery  Bill. 

Mr.  REES.— I  think  both  the  House  and  the 
country  must  begin  to  see  now  how  easy  it  is  to 
build  up  a  Constitution ;  how  easy  it  is  to  pro- 
Tide  for  tliose  things  which  are  necessary  for  the 
peace,  welfare,  and  good  gOTcmment  of  the  coun- 
try ;  liow  difficult  it  is  comparatiyely,  when  you 
bare  a  large  majority  to  help  you,  to  pull  down 
a  Constitution ;  and  with  what  wonderful  ease 
and  skill,  with  what  wonderful  comfort  to  the 
members  of  this  House,  a  Ministry,  still  with  a 
large  majority  at  its  back,  can  build  up  again 
what  it  has  pulled  down.  I  yenture  to  say  that 
when  this  Bill  is  passed,  when  the  Public  Works 
Bill  is  passed,  when  the  Counties  Bill  is  passed, 
and  when  those  other  BUls  are  passed  which  the 
Government  find  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
build  up  a  patchwork  from  that  which  they  have 
puUed  down,  the  whole  work  of  the  country  will 
DC  thrown  into  utter  confusion.  Around  the  seat 
of  Government  at  Wellington,  by  the  constant 
exercise  of  the  powers  given  to  the  Governor,  it 
may  be  possible  to  carry  things  on  with  tolerable 
deoency,  although  not  without  expenditure  of 
time  and  money ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that,  in 
every  province  beyond  the  reach  of  the  officers  in 
Wellington,  the  administration  of  the  laws  in 
relation  to  the  whole  of  these  matters  will  be 
thrown  into  utter  confusion.  I  asked  Ministers 
last  night  to  withdraw  the  Public  Works  Bill. 
They  then  stated  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  Bill  should  pass  i  and,  on  looking  carefully 
through  the  Bill,  I  agreed  with  them.  I  felt 
that,  in  the  existing  state  of  things,  and  with 
repealed  laws,  it  would  be  very  difficidt  to  cany 
on  the  ordinary  work  of  the  country  unless  some 
provision  was  made  to  sustain  the  processes  pro- 
vided by  those  laws.  But  I  do  not  see  that  the 
same  argument  applies  to  this  Waste  Lands  Bill. 
The  present  machinery  could  easily  be  continued 
for  another  year. 

Major  ATKINSON.— If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man will  show  me  how  that  can  be  done  better 
than  by  this  Bill,  I  shall  be  verv  glad.  It  hai 
taken  me  some  months  to  consiaer  the  matter, 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  arrive  at  a  more 
satisfactory  conclusion ;  but  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  show  me  in  Committee  how  a 
few  clauses  can  do  what  he  suggests,  I  shall  be 
ready  to  accept  them. 

Mr.  REES.— If  in  Committee  I  attempted  to 
suggest  any  such  clauses,  we  should  have  a  fight 
over  clause  after  clause.  A  totally  different 
thing  is  wanted  from  that  which  the  Government 
has  placed  before  us.  What  we  want  is  a  simple 
Bill,  without  more  than  a  dozen  clauses  in  it, 
which  would  be  sufficient  at  any  rate  until  next 
session.    That  would  prevent  any  confusion  in 


canring  on  the  laws  which  now  exist,  and  of  the 
working  of  which  we  know  something.     It  would 
be  much  better  to  take  that  course  instead  of 
rushing  head  over  heels  into  enactments,  uukking 
new  laws,  repealing  others,  improving  technicali- 
ties here,  removing  a  few  more  there,  and  putting 
together  a  piece  of  machinery  of  the  working  of 
which  we  can  know  nothing;   and    when^  it   is 
put  in  motion  we  may  find  that  the  linch-pin  has 
been  left  out,  and  it  will  all  fall  to  pieces.     1/  it 
be  any  use  arguing  in  this  House,  if   tharo  be 
any  use  in  attempting  to  use  any  argument  with 
the  honorable  gentlemen  on    those   benclies,  I 
would  submit  to  them  tliat  this  is  not  the  way 
that  legislation  should  be  carried  forward.    There 
is  a  Bill  called  the  Waste  Lands  Administration 
Act,     It  begins  by  repealing  one  or  two    other 
Acts.    It  has  eleven  distinct  and  dififerent  parts, 
each  of  which  repeals  some  portion  of   various 
other  Acts,  keeps  others  in  operation  vKth  certain 
savings,  repeals  Proclamations,  Orders  in  Council, 
regulations  for  waste  lands  administration,  and 
keeps  some  portion  of  an  Act  in  foroe  while  it 
repeals  another,  so  that  the  whole  Bill  is  a  piece 
of  mosaic- work  of  the  most  intricate  description. 
Its   provisions   will .  not    fall  together   like    the 
refractive  harmony  of  a  kaleidoscope.     It  will 
be  Uke  one  corner  without  refraction  or  reflection 
to  make  the  component  whole.    It  will  be  a 
hole   of  a  very  different  description  into  which 
the  colony  will  fall  if  this  Bill  is  passed.     With 
regard  to  the  Public  Works  Bill,  I  may   say 
that  it  contains  some  220  clauses,  very  many  of 
which  have  nine,  ten,  and  even  as  many  as  four- 
teen subsections,  each  and  all  of  which  are  of 
great  importance.     If  the  House  is  to  pay  any 
attention   whatever  to  the  laws  by  which  the 
people  are  to  be  governed,  if  it  is  to  recognize  in 
the  slightest  decree  the  responsibility  it  has  taken 
upon  itself;  and  if  honorable  members  are  deter- 
mined to  discharge  their  duties  to  the  oonntij, 
that  Bill  will  take  not  less  than  a  fortnight  to  dis- 
cuss in  Committee.    Last  night  we  took  five  or  six 
hours  in  discussing  twenty  clauses.  Of  these,  three 
of  the  most  important  were  put  by  for  reconsidera- 
tion, and  seventeen  merely  formal  ones  were  passed. 
There  are  still  200  clauses  not  touched ;  and  if 
the  few  gentlemen,  forming  scarcely  a  quonim, 
who  are  left  here  to  discuss  such  matters  between 
two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  are  to  go 
on  with  such  a  Bill  as  that  in  such  a  way,  I  say  it 
is  not  the  sort  of  legislation  for  a  young  country. 
It  is  not  building  up  at  aU ;  it  is  simply  attempt- 
ing to  rush  through  a  great  quantity  of  workj 
irrespective  of  whether  it  is  well  done  or  not — 
irrespective  of  whether  it  will  acoomplish  what  it 
is  intended  for.    I  pointed  out  last  night  that 
one  of  the  repealed  Acts,  of  which  there  are  lOi, 
contained    a    clause    incorporating   an    English 
statute  of  larger  dimensions  than  the  Bill  we  were 
then  putting  through.    Not  one  of  these  Acts  was 
considered.      Not  one  honorable  member  knew 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts  they  were  repealing.   I 
say  it  would  require  the  skill  of  the  best  drafts- 
man in  the  world  to  pick  out  one  clause  here  and 
another  there,  to  strike  out  half  of  this  clause  and 
leave  in  half  of  the  other,  and  repeat  tlus  process 
in  respect  to  forty  or  fifty  Acts,   Well,  it  is  found 
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•Itorwardi  that  there  are,  mistakes  in  numbers,  in  ' 
figures  s  that  wrong  clauses  are  repealed  and  wrong 
cLauses  saved ;  so  that,  should  the  Bill  become 
law,  it   will  be  absolutelv  and  completelj  un-  . 
workable.    Besides  this,  toere  are  new  principles  | 
embodied  in   this  Bill,  and  old  principles  are  ! 
done  awav  with.    I  lor  one  do  protest  against  \ 
such  a  Bill  being  introduced  and  such  prin-  , 
oiples  being  affirmed  until  ample  time  is  given  i 
to  consider  them — until  we  have  time  to  consider 
the  effect  of  the  laws  we  are  repealing  and  those  i 
we  are  enacting.    We  have  been  sitting  here  ! 
night  after  night,  and  been  attending  Committees 
day  after  day  ;  and  when  a  member  rises  to  speak  I 
upon  any  important  matters,  half  a  dozen  mem-  | 
bers  loudly  cry  out "  Question  j"  and  if  a  member  i 
attempts  to  point  out  serious  defects  which  may  J 
cost  thousands  of  pounds,  and  ^tc  an  enormous  i 
amount  of  trouble  in  the   future,  he  is   imme-  I 
diately  accused  of  either  talking  against  time  or  ' 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House.     We  have  been 
nearly  five  months  away  from  our  homes ;  and  yet 
these  important  Bills,  which  are  to  build  up  a  new 
Constitution  in  this  country,  are  put  before  us  in 
the  fif^h  month  of  the  session.    I  think  the  6b- 
Tcmment  ought  to  seriously  consider  the  position 
which  they  are  putting  the  country  in.     If  they 
haye  no  respect  for  themselres,  and  if  they  are 
regardless  as  to  the  effect  which  this  must  have 
upon   themselves  in  a  few  months,  they  should 
consider  the  effect  of  this  species  of  legislation 
upon  the  welfieure  of  the  country.    How  can  any 
Goyernment    expect    that    the   people    will    be 
patient  if  laws  are  passed  which  have  no  meaning, 
and  if  the  old  courses,  the  old  ways,  in  which 
the^  are  aocustomed  to  walk,  and  the  safety  of 
which  they  know,   are  swept   away,   and  new 
courses  opened  up  which  may  turn  out  to  \)e 
morasses  and  quagmires  P    I  ask',  can  it  be  ex- 
pected that  the  people  will  be  content  ?    If  you 
attempt  to  force  these  changes  in  the  law  upon 
them,  there  will  be  a  rerulsion  of  feeling  which 
will  at  least  be  equal  to  the  great  expectations 
which  have  been  vainly  raised  in  the  minds  of 
the  whole  community  in  respect  to  these  things. 
I  shall  support  the  motion  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate,  but  I  would  rather  support  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  Kodney, 
that  this  Bill  be  committed  this  day  six  months. 
There  are  on  the  Order  Paper  some  thirty-one 
Bills,  some  of  them  of  Terr  great  importance, 
and  equal  in  importance  to  these  two  Bills.    We 
shall,  in  addition  to  considering  these  measures, 
have  supplementary  estimates  placed  before  us, 
and  items  of  estimates  which  have  been  post- 
poned.     The  consideration   of    many  of   these 
measures  will  take  up  a  considerable  amount  of 
time,  and  I  should  like  to  know  when  this  session 
is  likely  to  be  ended  ?    I  would  submit  to  honor- 
able members  the  consideration  of  what  modem 
writers  upon  political  economy  have  stated  :  that 
the  greatest  safety  in  the  passing  of  measures  in 
any  Legislatiye  Assembly  is  to  Im  found  in  this, 
that  they  are  to  be  most  fully  discussed  by  eyery 
species  of  mind — in  fSKst,  that  they  are  to  be  torn 
in  pieces ;  and  that  no  time  should  be  considered 
waste  time  whioh  is  giyen  to  the  full  considera- 
tion of  the  different  dausat  of  Aots^  so  that  the 


absolute  consequences  flowing  from  them  may 
be  plainly  seen  before  they  become  law.  If  tliis 
is  the  principle  on  which  important  Bills  should 
be  considered,  and  if  the  Government  are  deter- 
mined to  force  these  measures  on,  then  I  say  we 
shall  not  get  away  from  here  for  the  next  three 
months.  We  shall  be  sitting  here  until  two  or 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  some  of  us  will 
be  at  work  in  Committee  from  ten  or  eleyen 
o'clock.  This,  Sir,  is  work  for  whicdi  we  shall 
be  unfit  if  we  are  to  bring  a  cool  unbiassed 
mind  to  the  consideration  of  these  questions — 
questions  which  relate  to  the  building  up  of  a 
new  Constitution  for  the  people  to  live  under. 
It  is  utterly  impossible  to  properly  consider 
these  things  under  such  circumstances.  There 
are  some  honorable  gentlemen  in  the  House 
who  take  but  little  part  in  the  business  of 
the  session,  and  who,  when  any  question  of  im- 
portance is  being  discussed  in  this  House,  en- 
deayonr  to  prevent  honorable  members  addressing 
the  House  and  desiring  to  have  light  thrown 
upon  those  questions.  I  can  only  put  this  matter 
to  the  Government  as  to  whether  it  is  fair  to 
press  on  this  measure.  They  have  a  m^'ority  to 
support  them  in  any  matter,  whether  it  be  rea^ 
sonable  or  not.  We  have  seen  this  to  be  the 
case  on  many  occasions.  If  they  are  deter- 
mined to  force  these  things  upon  us,  upon  their 
heads  will  rest  the  responsibility.  It  is  not  cer- 
tain that  honorable  members  wUl  be  content  to 
wait  for  two  or  three  months  longer.  I  am  not 
certain  that  the  patience  of  honorable  members 
will  last  so  long.  Honorable  members  have  been 
away  from  their  ordinary  avocations  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  they  find  that  the  tax  is  so 
great  that  they  cannot  support  it.  They  get 
impatient,  irritable,  and  quarrelsome,  because 
there  are  so  many  things  provocative  in  the  dr- 
cumstanoes  in  which  we  are  surrounded  and  con- 
nected with  our  stay  here  in  Wellington.  We 
cannot  spend  eisht  or  nine  months  of  the  Tear 
here.  This  is  the  result  of  the  Abolition  Act; 
and  it  will  be  worse  than  this  in  a  few  years, 
when  the  House  has  thrust  upon  its  shoulders 
the  work  of  the  Provincial  Councils  and  Provin- 
cial GK>yemments,  and  it  will  be  found  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House 
here  present  will  not  be  able  to  come  up  to  this 
House  at  all.  Men  of  independent  property 
may  choose  to  give  up  their  whole  life  to  it ;  but 
men  who  have  to  earn  their  living,  either  by  their 
brains  or  by  their  hands,  cannot  do  it ;  they  can- 
not give  up  so  much  of  their  time,  away  from 
their  ordinary  avocations,  to  even  such  a  great 
and  lofty  objeot  as  the  benefit  of  their  country. 
I  would  submit  to  the  honorable  gentleman  m 
charge  of  this  Bill  that  he  should  postpone  it, 
even  if  it  be  at  the  cost  of  a  little  discomfort. 
Let  the  old  law  be  carried  into  effect  lor  another 
year.  There  is  no  reason  why  there  should  not 
be  a  saving  clause  or  two  enacted,  altering  the 
petionnel  of  the  offioers  to  some  extent.  I  would 
undertake  to  draw  half  a  dosen  clauses  by  to- 
morrow night  that  would  do  it  effectually.  We 
should  not  alter  the  law,  but  leave  it  in  the  same 
position  until  we  meet  in  June  next.  I  submit 
that  this  is  reaaonable  and  right    If  the  Gorem- 
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ment  are  determined  to  force  ibeir  majoritj  to 
pass  these  Bills  hurriedly  through  the  House, 
then  one  of  two  things  most  come  upon  us — 
.either  the  Bills  will  be  passed  without  any  atten- 
tion whatever,  or  we  shall  have  to  sit  here  for 
two  or  three  months  considering  these  measures. 
It  is  to  the  latter  alternative  I  desire  honorable 
members  to  direct  their  attention,  and  see  if  we 
cannot  reasonably  escape  from  the  necessity  of 
remaining  here  for  such  a  period.  I  submit  that 
the  proposal  of  the  honoraUe  member  for  Rodney 
is  a  reasonable  one,  and  that  the  Bill  should  be 
thrown  on  one  side,  for  the  present  at  any  rate. 
There  seems  to  be  some  misapprehension  in  the 
minds  of  honorable  members  in  relation  to  the 
land  in  Canterbury  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru.  I  mean  the  land  given  to  the 
Timaru  and  Gladstone  Board  of  Works.  Tliere 
is  no  doubt  that  the  latter  part  of  clause  24  of 
the  Act  introduced  last  year,  if  it  had  been 
carried  into  law  and  become  a  portion  of  the 
Abolition  Act,  would  have  had  the  effect  of 
saddling  the  land  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury 
to  the  extent  of  4,000,000  acres,  and  part  of  the 
price  of  which  would  have  gone  exclusively  to  the 
Timaru  and  Gladstone  Board  of  Works.  There 
would  have  been  no  escape  from  that,  and  the 
Talue  of  the  land  would  have  been  equal  to 
£10,000  a  year.  The  honorable  member  for 
Ashley  moved  an  amendment  to  that  clause, 
which  the  Ministry  accepted,  and  the  latter  part 
of  the  clause  was  elruck  out.  The  clause,  as  it 
stood,  was  this  : — 

*'  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  with  respect 
to  the  appropriation  or  division  of  the  Land 
Fund  shall  be  deemed  to  alter  or  affect  the  lia- 
bility of  the  colony  to  the  public  creditor,  or  to 
affect  any  permanent  appropriation  of  or  charges 
upon  such  revenue  under  any  law  in  force  in  the 
colony." 

Mr.  J.  E.  Brown  moved  this  amendment: — 
"Provided  always  that,  on  and  after  tliis  Act 
ooimng  into  operation,  the  endowment  of  ov.e- 
fourth  of  land  revenue  to  the  Timaru  and 
Gladstone  Board  of  Works  shall  cease."  Tliere 
was  a  very  long  discussion  upon  it  wlieu  the 
Abolition  Bill  was  in  Committee.  The  latter 
part  of  the  clause  was  ultimately  abandoned  by 
the  Ministry.  I  should  not  have  referred  to  this, 
were  it  not  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  misunder- 
standing on  the  subject  on  the  part  of  some 
honorable  members.  I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
with  any  further  remarks.  I  do  not  deny  the 
importance  of  the  measure  itself ;  I  do  not  deny 
the  importance  of  bringing  a  number  of  enact- 
ments within  the  scope  of  one  Act  relating  to  the 
law  of  the  colony.  I  do  not  submit  the  argument 
against  the  possibility  of  compelling  people  to 
pay  for  even  poor  land  in  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land, nor  do  I  submit  the  argument  against  many 
of  the  new  clauses  introduced  into  this  Bill. 
What  I  protest  against  is  the  passing  of  these 
measures  without  due  consideration,  and  without 
being  able  to  give '  the  proper  time  to  their  con- 
sideration, BO  as  to  secure  the  best  laws  that  can 
be  given  under  the  circumstances  to  the  country 
at  Targe.    I  submit  that  the  House  is  not  in 


a  fit  state  to  go  on  with  these  measures.  We 
are  not  able  to  attend  Committees  from  ten 
o'clock  in  the  day,  and  to  sit  here  until  three 
or  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  greater  por- 
tion of  the  work  is  thrown  upon  the  Moulders  of 
a  few  members,  and  the  majority  of  the  member* 
are  not  clamorous  to  do  the  work  themaelres.  I 
submit  these  things  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
House.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  I  am  wrong, 
well  and  good  ;  but  if  I  am  right,  then  let  the 
majority  of  the  House  be  guided  by  the  ressona 
which  I  have  advanced.  I  am  confident  I  am 
right  in  relation  to  the  principle  of  which  I  apeak. 
The  time  that  will  *be  taken  will  be  a  matter  for 
every  honorable  member  to  consider.  I  am  cer- 
tain that,  if  these  important  measures  are  pushed 
through  now,  we  shall  all  regret  when  the  House 
breaks  up — and  ^hen  it  will  do  so  I  am  euie  I 
do  not  know — ^that  no  further  time  has  been 
given  for  their  consideration,  and  that  we  have 
not  been  allowed  to  pass  such  laws  as  will  be  a 
credit  to  the  House  and  a  credit  to  the  colon j. 

Question  put,  "That  the  debate  be  adjourned;'* 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes  23 

Noes         36 


Majority  against 


13 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
fiir  G.  Grey,  . 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Ntthe, 
Mr.  Seaton, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


Ayss. 

Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Teller*. 
Mr.  De  Laut-our, 
Mr.  Bees. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wasou, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Wooloook. 


For, 
Mr.  Hislop. 
The  amendment 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  KeUy. 
Pais. 

Agaifui. 
I  Mr.  Pyke. 
was  consequently  negatived. 
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Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  question ;  "  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         86 

Noes         20 


Majority  for 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandoni 
Mr.  Brjee, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Fitzrov, 
Mr.  Gibbs,' 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Ilursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Borke, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 

For. 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Fyke. 


Atbs. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
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Ormond, 

Pearce, 

Beid, 

Reynolds, 

Richardson, 

BoUeston, 

Rowe, 

Sharp, 

Stafford, 

Sterens, 

Teschemaker, 

WakeOeia, 

Wason, 

Whitaker, 

Woolcock. 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Kelly. 


NOBB. 


Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Tftkamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

TelUr*. 
Mr.  Be  Lautour, 
I  Mr.  Bees. 

PAIB8. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Hislop. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  nesatiyedy 
and  the  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

IS   CX>ia(ITTBB. 

Clause  22.  —  Existing  Boards,  duration  of 
oflSce.     Members  remoTable  by  Goremor. 

Mr.  Dfi  LAUTOUR  mored,  That  the  follow- 
ing words  be  struck  out : — "  The  Governor,  by 
warrant  under  his  hand,  may  remove  any  Com- 
missioner of  the  said  Boards,  and  all  racaneies 
occurring  in  any  of  the  said  Boards  shall  be 
supplied  by  new  appointments  by  the  GoTcrnor." 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result :~ 

Ayes         29 

Noes         19 


Majority  for 


10 


Mr.  Andrew, 
jMajor  Atkinson, 
^Ir.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Brjco, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Ilursthouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fi^hcr, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Rowe, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
TeUers. 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  De  Lautonr. 


Pais. 
For.  Against. 

Mr.  Pyle.  |  Mr.  Hislop. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  70.-«-Runs  to  be  assessed  in  the  Pro- 
Tinoe  of  Canterbury. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved.  That  the  following 
words  be  struck  out : — **  The  annual  rent  to  be 
paid  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighty,  in  respect  of  Qjerj 
run  held  under  the  provisions  of  any  Waste  Lands 
Acts  or  regulations  in  force  within  the  Land  Dis- 
trict of  Canterbury,  shall  be  determined  by 
assessment." 

Question  put,  "  Tliat  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result: — 

Ayes         20 

Noes         22 


Majority  against ... 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bovvcn, 
Mr.  Brjce,. 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Larnacli, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 


Atbs. 

I  Mr.  Reid, 
I  Mr.  Richardson, 
I  Mr.  Stafford, 
I  Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  RoUeston. 

Nobs. 

I  Mr.  Shrimski, 
I  Mr.  Swanson, 
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Mr.  Be  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  HursUioufe, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bowe, 


Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Wooloook. 

TeUmn. 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 

PAIB8. 

Againtt, 

I  Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

I  Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Dignau, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Sir  Gh.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Tole. 


Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 

Mr.  Garrington, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Pyke. 

Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  words  were  struck  out. 

The  Bill  was  reported  to  the  House  with 
amendments,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next 
sitting  day. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
WedmMtU^,  25M  October,  1876. 

First  Beadinn— Second  Beadinjn— Third  Beadings— Wei- 
Unffton  Loani  Bill—Qold  Fields  BiU— Kozioos  Ani- 
insJs  Pr<rfiibitioii  Bill— Timwu  Harboar  Board  BiU. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakib  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIBST  BBADINGS. 
The  Waste  Lands   Administration  Bill,  the 
Public  Works  BilL 

SBOOND  BBADIN08. 
The  Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  the  Auckland 
Public  Buildings  BUI. 

THIRD  BEABINGS. 
The  Wellington  Hospital  and  College  Reserves 
Bill,  the  Waimakariri  Harbour  Boanl  BiU,  the 
Thames  Harbour  Board  Bill,  the  Financial  Ar- 
rangements Bill,  the  Auckland  Public  Buildmgs 

WELLINaXON  LOANS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  in  Committee. 

Ckuse  21.— Sinking  Fund. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  moved,  That  the 
clause  be  erased. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  tJie  following  re- 
sult:— 


Ayes 

Noes 


Mjgority  against . 


8 

14 

6 


Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Hall, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Peter, 


Atss. 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  RiebArdson* 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Waterhouse. 


N0E8. 


Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


Mr.  Nurse, 
'  Mr.  Pharasyn, 
j  Mr.  Rhodes, 

Mr.  Robinson, 
I  Mr.  RusseU, 
I  Mr.  Stokes, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  clause  struck  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  moved  the 
insertion  of  the  following  new  clause : — "  All  the 
moneys  derived  from,  the  wharf  shall  be  devoted 
to  the  improvement  of  wharf  and  harbour  aooom- 
modation,  and  to  payment  of  interest  and  princi- 
pal of  the  debentures  issued  in  connection  with 
the  purchase  and  completion  of  such  wharf." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  so  inserted ;"  upon  wluch  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         9 

Noes        8 


Majority  for 


Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  ManteU, 


Atbs. 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Rieh&sdson» 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  WateilKrase. 


Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Mr.  Rhodes, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Stokes. 


The  dause  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

GOLD  FIELDS  BILL. 
•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  this  Bill  was 
rendered  necessary  by  the  fact  that  the  recently- 
discovered  gold  field  of  Kumara,  in  the  ProTince 
of  Westland,  covered  or  included,  as  he  was  in- 
formed, a  reserve  of  1,000  acres  which  had  been 
made  for  educational  purposes,  and  which  was 
vested  in  the  Education  Board  of  that  proTince. 
The  land,  having  been  granted  as  a  reserve  for  a 
specific  purpose,  could  not  be  regarded  as  Crown 
land,  nor  cotdd  the  Education  Board  be  regarded 
as  a  "  private  individual "  for  the  purposes  oi '*  The 
Gold  Fields  Act,  1866,'*  so  that  this  block  in  the 
centre  of  the  new  "rush"  could  not  be  made  avail- 
able for  mining.    It  was  proposed  to  get  over  the 
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difficult  J  that  had  arisen  by  means  of  this  Bill,  the 
2nd  clause  of  which  proYided  that  "The  words 
'  private  indiTidual/  in  the  98th  section  of  the 
'  The  Gtdld  Fields  Act,  1866/  shall  include  any  com- 
pany or  corporation  other  than  Her  Majes^  the 
Queen."  The  effect  of  that  would  be  to  giye  to 
the  Education  Board  of  the  Proyince  of  Westland 
the  same  rights  with  regard  to  this  land  as  were 
given  to  a  private  individual  by  the  98th  section 
of  "The  Ghold  Fields  Act,  1866."  The  8rd 
clause  of  the  Bill  provided  as  follows : — 

"  For  the  purposes  of  the  forty-fourth  section 
of  'The  Westland  Waste  Lands  Act,  1870/  any 
reserves  made  under  the  twenty-second  section  of 
that  Act  shall  be  deemed  to  be  land  sold  under 
the  provinons  of  that  Act,  and  the  date  of  making 
any  such  reserve  shall  be  deemed  the  date  of  the 
sale  thereof ;  and  the  person  or  persons,  body  or 
bodies,  having  the  control  or  management  of  any 
such  reserve,  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  the  fourth 
schedule  of  the  last-mentioned  Act,  be  deemed  to 
be  the  owner  thereof." 

The  section  referred  to  provided  that  all  sub- 
urban and  rural  lands  sold  under  the  Act  should 
be  open  to  re-entry  for  mining  purposes  for  a 
period  of  fourteen  years  after  sale,  subject  to  re- 
gulations specified  in  the  fourth  schedule,  in 
which  was  made  ample  provision  for  the  preser- 
vation of  individual  rights.  It  would  thus  be 
seen  that  the  3rd  clause  proposed  to  place  the 
lands  comprised  in  this  reserve  in  the  same  cate- 

STj  as  land  sold  under  the  Waste  Lands  Act. 
e  was  advised  that  the  Bill  would  serve  tlie 
public,  that  it  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Education  Trust,  as  giving  immediately  a  large 
income,  and  that  it  was  necessary  in  the  present 
condition  of  affairs  at  the  Kumara.  He  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  BilL 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  agreed  with  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Colonial  Secretaiy  in  regard  to 
this  Bill.  The  proposed  alterations  were  of  a 
purely  technical  character,  and  simply  provided 
for  giving  greater  facilities  for  the  proper  collec- 
tion of  the  revenues  of  the  Education  Board. 
While  on  this  subject,  he  might  say  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  Kumara  Gold  Field  lay  over  the 
land  which  had  been  f^ranted  as  a  reserve  to 
the  Education  Board.  The  question  which  had 
arisen  was,  whether  lands  which  had  been  Crown- 
granted  to  the  Education  Board  occupied  the 
same  position  as  lands  which  had  been  sold.  Tliis 
Bill  would  not  only  settle  that  question,  but^vould 
remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  Warden's  jurisdiction 
over  those  lands. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NOXIOUS  ANIMALS  PROHIBITION 

BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  in  moving  the 
second  readine  of  this  BiU,  said  it  was  a  very 
simple  one,  and  honorable  members  could  easily 
master  its  contents  in  two  minutes.  It  merely 
provided  for  an  increase  in  the  protection  of  our 
native  and  imported  birds  and  other  animals  by 
the  extension  of  the  prohibition  of  the  importa- 
tion of  noxious  animals,  so  as  to  include  pole- 
cats, stoats,  and  weasels.  He  need  not  point  out 
to  honorable  members  the  importance  of  extend- 
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ing  this  prohibition,  especially  at  the  present 
time,  when  there  was  what  might  be  called  a 
rabbit  scare  amongst  gentlemen  of  the  pastoral 
persuasion,  which  might  induce  them  to  import 
things  in  order  to  exterminate  the  rabbits,  which 
they  would  be  hereafter  verv  sorry  they  had  in- 
troduced. He  had  been  tola,  on  good  authority, 
that  neither  polecats,  stoats,  nor  weasels  would  be 
found  of  any  avail  for  the  reduction  of  rabbits. 
Scarcely  a  week  passed  in  which  a  plan  was  not 
suggested  by  which  rabbits  could  be  made  abso- 
lutely extinct,  if  it  were  only  properly  applied. 
He  could  not  imagine  that  any  honorable  member 
would  have  any  objection  to  offer  to  this  Bill. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped,  as  far  as  he 
was  personally  concerned,  that  the  operation  of 
this  Bill  would  not  be  retrospective,  for  he  had 
some  weasels  in  his  possession,  and  he  would  be 
sorry  to  be  made  the  first  victim  of  an  Act  of 
this  kind.  Besides,  he  had  some  very  pronounced 
opinions  as  to  the  usefulness  of  weasels  in  this 
country,  which  led  him  to  vote  against  the  par- 
ticular portion  of  the  Bill  having  reference  to 
those  animals. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  begged  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
The  reason  given  by  his  honorable  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  would  in  itself  be  a  strong 
one  against  the  BUI.  The  honorable  mover  could 
not  have  looked  very  closely  into  the  Bill,  or  he 
would  have  seen  that  not  only  any  person  who 
should  introduce  any  of  these  animals  into  the 
country,  but  any  person  who  had  a  polecat,  stoat, 
or  weasel  in  his  possession,  would  be  liable  to  a 
fine  of  £100  or  imprisonment  for  six  month*.  It 
was  really  a  BiU  of  pains  and  penalties  against 
his  honorable  friend  the' Colonial  Secretary.  He 
gathered  from  the  honorable  mover  that  the  BiU 
was  to  protect  the  game  of  this  country.  He 
did  not  think  there  was  much  chance  of  stoats 
being  introduced.  It  would  be  a  matter  of  such 
difficulty  to  transport  the  stoat  to  this  country 
that  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  prubability 
of  its  being  done.  But,  if  it  could  be  done,  he 
thought  it  would  be  of  very  ffreat  advantage  to 
the  people,  for  there  was  no  four-footed  animal 
more  destructive  to  rabbits  than  the  stoat. 
With  regard  to  polecats  and  weasels,  he  thought 
that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  colony, 
and  considering  also  the  dangers  with  which  the 
colony  was  threatened,  although  these  animals 
misht  do  some  harm  to  game,  and  interfere  a 
little  with  the  pursuits  of  sporting  men,  they 
would  do  more  good  in  the  country  than  harm. 
He  believed,  as  was  stated  in  a  recent  debate  on 
the  rabbit  nuisance,  that  the  introduction  of  the 
natural  enemies  of  the  rabbit  was  one  of  their  best 
means  of  coping  with  what  threatened  to  become 
not  only  a  nuisance  but  an  absolute  scourge ;  and 
as  this  Bill  would  place  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  that  wise  precautionary  measure,  he  sincerely 
trusted  the  Council  would  not  adopt  it.  The 
only  harm  which  he  understood  it  was  appre- 
hended might  result  from  the  introduction  of 
either  the  polecat,  stoat,  or  weasel,  was  that  they 
would  attack  some  of  the  introduced  game  of  the 
country.  He  was  not  sure  that  would  occur  to 
any  gnat  extent,  because  these  animalt  flourished 
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in  the  old  countiy,  and  England  swarmed  with 
game  more  than  an^^  other  coontrr  be  had  ever 
been  in.  But  eren  if  it  were  S0|  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  suffer  a  diminution  in  the 
game  than  see  rabbits  run  riot  oyer  the  country, 
B8  they  were  now  doing  in  some  dLBtricts.  For 
those  reasons  he  trusted  the  Bill  would  be  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

•The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOKE  was  afraid 
that  in  this  debate  the  advocates  for  the  reading 
of  this  Bill  six  months  hence  would  hare  this  ad- 
vantage :  thati  owing  to  the  long  period  of  their 
lives  which  they  had  spent  in  this  country,  those 
hondrable  gentlemen  had  forgotten  their  instinctSj 
which,  when  they  were  young,  probably  gaye 
them  a  certain  familiarity  with  the  habits  of  these 
animals.  This  was  a  subject  on  which  he  oon- 
ceiyed  himself  better  informed  than  the  average 
of  people  that  made  the  colony  their  home,  and 
he  would  tell  honorable  gentlemen  that  nothing 
could  be  more  contrary  to  fact  than  the  statement 
that  stoats  and  weasels  really  did  keep  rabbits 
under  any  considerable  subjection.  If  the  honor- 
able gentlenuin  who  had  moved  the  amendment 
had  any  familiarity  with  the  destruction  of  rab- 
bits in  the  old  country,  he  would  know  that  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  there  was  no 
preservation  of  game,  and  where  consequently 
Tormin  were  allowed  to  increase,  the  stoats  and 
weasels  did  not  kiU  out  the  rabbits.  The  honor- 
able gentleman,  if  he  were  familiar  with  the  habits 
of  these  animals,  would  know  that  so  long  as  there 
existed  one  bird  in  a  district  the  stoat  or  weasel 
would  prefer  to  fasten  on  to  that  bird  to  hunting 
rabbits.  The  honorable  gentleman  thought  that 
stoats  and  weasels  were  the  natural  enemies  of 
the  rabbit.  All  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  could 
say  was  that  within  a  very  few  months  of  the 
present  time  he  had  been  obliged  by  the  terms  of 
nis  lease  to  keep  down  rabbits,  and  was  pretty 
iamiliar  with  nearly  every  rabbit-hole  on  the  pieoe 
of  country  he  lived  in,  and  altliough  there  were  a 
considerable  number  of  stoats  and  weasels  de- 
stroyed, and  a  great  number  of  holes  dug  out  and 
again  many  rabbits  hunted  by  ferrets,  he  never 
once  came  across  a  stoat  in  a  rabbit-hole,  though 
it  did  sometimes  occur,  he  believed.  The  fact  was 
that,  when  a  stoat  or  weasel  could  get  no  other 
food,  it  would  take  to  rabbits  ;  but  a  rabbit's  blood 
fed  one  of  those  animals  for  a  yery  long  time, 
whereas  a  bird,  which  was  choice  food,  served 
only  as  a  mouthful,  and  a  stoat  or  weasel  would 
kill  a  vast  number  of  small  birds,  while  he  would 
only  now  and  then  kill  a  rabbit.  The  rabbit 
nuisance  would  never  be  brought  to  an  end  in 
that  wny.  It  would  have  to  be  seriously  met  in 
tlie  way  it  was  treated  in  all  civilized  countries, 
because  this  nuisance  had  not  been  confined  to 
colonies  alone,  and  stoats  and  weasels  had  never 
been  found  sufficient  or  in  any  way  successful  in 
keeping  it  under.  A  more  systematic  and  ex- 
pensiye  process  for  the  extermination  of  rabbits 
would  have  to  be  undertaken,  whether  stoats  and 
weasels  were  imported  or  not.  But  if  these 
animals  were  introduced,  it  would  be  found  in  a 
short  time  that  they  would  be  a  much  greater 
nuisance  than  the  rabbits  themselyes.  The  im- 
ported birds,  upon    which    the  acclimatization 


societies   had    already   spent    so     much   luoner, 
would  entirely  disappear  in  some  diatrict^,  and 
the  poultry  would,  in  a  great  many  parts  of  the 
country,  be  seriously  diminished ;  and  it  would 
be  found  that,  if  it  was  difficult  to  kill  rabbits,  ifc 
would  be  fifty  times  more  difiicult  to  kill  the 
stoat.    The  latter  was  a  much  more  wary  animal, 
and  increased  perhaps  just  as  fast  as  the  rabbit. 
They  did  not  graze  like  rabbits,  but,  being  alwajs 
more  or  less  in  concealment  watching  their  prey, 
these  animals  were  exceedingly  difficult  to  catch 
and  destroy.     It  was  all  very  well  to  raise  this 
democratic  cry  about  game,  but  he  would  ret^pect 
the  honorable  gentleman  more  if   he   had  not 
used    that    argument.       It   was     au    argument 
that  had  a  great  many  unfair  elements  in  it. 
Gume   was    not    introduced    into    this   couutiy 
to  be  preserved  as  it  was  in  the  mother  coun- 
try to  the  injury  of  tenant  farmers,  or  to  he 
a  perpetual  temptation  to  a  starving  population 
to  offend  against  the  game  laws.     Game  was  in- 
troduced into   this   country  to   perform  a  very 
useful  function  in  the  destruction  of  insects,  and 
insects  were  becoming  so  numerous  in  some  dis- 
tricts that  the  settlers  were  unable  to  save  grass 
crops  ur  any  crops  at  all.    If  honorable  gentlemen 
were  familiar  with  pheasant-shooting,  or  had  a 
taste  for  natural  history,  they  might  have  opened 
the  crops  of  the  pheasants  in  this  colony.    On 
one  occasion    he  .opened    the  crop   of   a   cock 
pheasant,  when  the  crickets  were   in   the  grass 
in  eyery  direction,  and  he  found  in  it  no  less  than 
260  crickets.      Grasshoppers  were   also  a  veiy 
great  nuisance    in    the  country,  but    the  wild 
turkeys,   pheasants,   and    other   imported   birds 
made  short  work  of  them.    Some  parts  of  the 
country  had  also  been  subjected  to  the  plagos 
of   caterpillars,    which    were    a    moat    hornble 
nuisance.   In  the  part  of  the  countiy  where  he 
lived  it  was  not  one  year  in  three  that  they  could 
get  the  grass  cropped  off  the  paddocks  in  oonse- 
quenoe  of  the  ravages  of  cateipillan,  and  there 
was  no  limitatbn  to  the  increase  of  these  noxiooi 
insects  except  such  as  might  be  found  in  the 
native  and  imported  birds.    In  this  country  there 
was  no  possible  grievance  such  as  that  of  the 
game  laws  in  Enguuid,  and  there  was  no  analogy 
between  the  two  countries.    They  protected  the 
animals  and  birds  of  this  countiy,  but  it  was  for 
a  totally  different  purpose,  and  a  purpoee  whidi 
it  would  be  to  their  interest  to  further  by  their 
legislation  as  fiir  as  possible.    If  it  were  proved 
that  the  introduction  of   polecats,  stoats,  and 
weasels  would  ever  diminish  the  plague  of  rab- 
bits, he  would  not  oppose  the  amendment  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall;  but  as  that  was  not  a  proved 
thing,  and  as  it  was  a  certainty  that  if  these 
animals  were  imported  it  would  be  impossi^ 
to  get  rid  of    them  afterwards,   he  considered 
thejr  would  be  doing  very  wrong  if  they  suffered 
their  sympathies  to  be  worked  upon  by  the  worn- 
out  cry  of  the  game  laws.     They  had  that  cry 
raised  when  they  first  proposed  to  legislate  on 
the  subject  of  protection   of  animals ;   but  the 
common    sense   of    the   people  very   soon   got 
the   better  of  that,  and   there  was   no  part  of 
the   country  that   he  had  heard  of  yet  where 
there  was  any  complaint  whatever  of  the  inci- 
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dence  of  that  kind  of  legislation.  There  was 
this  adrantage  in  the  introduction  of  birds,  that 
if  thej  got  too  numerous  it  was  easy  to  kill 
them.  The  argument  used  by  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  was,  no  doubt,  a  very  fair  one 
— -nam^y,  that  there  should  be  no  retrospeotlTe 
aetion  in  the  legislation  on  this  subject.  He 
certainly  thought  it  would  be  yeiy  hard  to  make 
■o  illustrious  an  example  as  had  been  referred 
lo ;  and  probably  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
iind,  with  regard  to  those  animals,  that  he  was 
in  a  position  to  giro  way  to  the  general  opinion 
Cf  the  public,  and  perhaps  he  would  deter  to 
the  opinions  of  persons  who  had  tried  the  ex- 
periment before.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
tried  to  get  rid  of  those  animals,  which  he  told 
them  he  bad  introduced,  he  thought  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  find  that  it  would  be  ^ears 
before  he  could  get  rid  of  them.  If  the  anmials 
were  in  a  wild  state,  he  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  find  that  he  was  about  as  suc- 
cessful as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  who,  he  believed, 
first  introduced  the  rabbit  into  Southland.  He 
would  find  he  would  bo  as  successful  as  that 
honorable  gentleman  in  having  imported  a  kind 
of  animal  which  would  overrun  the  district 
where  he  had  Iiis  home.  Before  they  undertook 
the  8tep  of  introducing  such  animals,  he  hoped 
a  very  strong  certainty  of  their  being  efficacious 
would  be  proved  to  exii>t.  He  felt  quite  certain 
that  it  would  not  bo  many  months  before  they 
would  hit  upon  sometliing  more  efficacious  for 
the  destruction  of  rabbits,  and  less  likely  to  do 
injury  to  tlic  country,  than  the  importation  of 
stoats  and  weasels. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  that,  if 
the  question  was  one  concerning  the  acclimatiza- 
tion of  animals  likely  to  be  useral  to  man,  he  did 
not  think  there  could  be  much  difference  of 
opinion,  because  they  were  all  agreed  that  it  was 
desirable  by  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  facili- 
tate the  acclimatization  of  animals  that  might  be 
useful  to  man.  Were  the  question  confined  to 
that,  it  would  of  course  not  be  desirable  that  they 
should  take  any  steps  whatever  with  a  view  to 
facilitate  the  introduction  of  what  was  regarded 
as  venniu  ;  but  amongst  other  animals  that  had 
been  introduced  was  one  that  threatened  to  over- 
run the  count jy  very  fast,  and  to  destroy  the 
C'oductire  capabilities  of  the  country  to  a  very 
rge  extent  indeed.  In  the  report  of  the  Rabbit 
Commi9!»ion  of  Southland,  there  was  eridence  of 
the  extent  to  which  the  rabbit  had  already  de- 
stroyed the  productive  resources  of  that  part  of 
the  colony ;  and  incidentally,  if  his  memory  did 
not  mislead  him,  there  was  a  reference  to  the  fact 
that  the  rabbits  had  increased  there  to  an  alarming 
extent,  partly  through  the  action  of  the  settlers 
themsflves  in  destroying  the  few  native  animals 
they  po^^8(•s9ed,  such  as  the  weka,  which  would  have 
destroyed  tiic  rabbit,  as  well  as  through  their  not 
taking  any  steps  for  the  introduction  of  other 
animals  which  would  have  served  the  same  pur- 
pose. It  was  not  only  in  this  colony  that  rabbits 
were  inereasinf^  with  such  rapidity.  It  would 
appear,  that  after  struggling  for  many  years  to 
get  acclimatized,  they  had,  in  othetr  places  as 
well  as  in  New  Zealand,  of  late  yean  increased 


to  an  alarming  extent.  When  he  was  in  Sooth 
Australia,  nothing  was  ever  heard  of  the  ravages 
of  rabbits,  and  his  impression  was  that  South 
Australia  was  one  of  the  countries  in  which  the 
character  of  the  soil  and  climate  would  prevent 
the  rabbit  from  ever  beooming  a  nuisance ;  but 
during  the  last  four  or  five  years  they  bad  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent  as  to  become  a  serious 
nuisance  to  Uie  settlers  of  all  dassee ;  and  in  a 
paper  which  he  received  recently  ^m  there  he 
saw  that  on  one  property  not  less  than  200,000 
rabbits  were  killed  within  twelve  months,  aud  that 
they  were  again  as  numerous  there  as  ever.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  referred  to  his  own  experience 
in  New  Zealand,  and  had  given  them  some  idea 
of  the  extent  of  the  damage  to  which  the  country 
was  subjected  by  the  rabbit  nuisance  in  the 
South.  Now,  it  was  quite  clear  that  the  stepe 
hitherto  taken  to  check  the  increase  of  rabbits 
had  altogether  failed  to  accomplish  the  object  in 
view.  It  was  possible  and  probable  that  in  the 
agricultural  portions  of  the  country,  where  the 
population  was  dense,  steps  would  be  taken  to 
check  the  rabbits,  and  those  steps  might  be 
taken  suocessfully.  The  larger  portion  of  this 
country  was  essentially  pastoral  in  its  charac- 
ter, and  there  would  not  be  a  sufficient  amount 
of  population  to  hold  the  rabbits  in  check  un- 
less some  live  opponent  such  as  the  ferret,  weasel, 
or  stoat  was  introduced.  He  mi^ht  state,  as 
regarded  the  spread  of  rabbits,  that  in  the  district 
of  Wairarapa  they  were  known  to  exist  for  many 
years ;  but  they  never  became  a  source  of  alarm 
until  within  the  last  three  or  four  years,  and  dur- 
ing that  time  they  had  spread  with  Tciy  great 
rapidity  indeed.  They  had  now  travelled  from 
the  Wairarapa  right  on  to  the  coast,  were 
beginning  to  spread  along  the  coast,  and  it  would 
only  be  a  question  of  a  very  few  years  for  them 
to  find  their  way  right  up  from  Cape  Falliser  to 
the  East  Cape.  It  had  been  stated  that  the 
weasel  and  stoat,  if  introduced,  were  not  likely  to 
effect  much  injury  to  the  rabbits.  .Only  the  other 
day  he  happened  to  be  reading — ^he  thought  it 
was  in  Chambers's  Encyclopeedia — an  article  on 
the  weasel,  and  he  remembered  that  there  it  was 
stated  incidentally  that  the  weasel  was  very  de- 
structive to  the  rabbit,  and  that  the  presence  of  a 
couple  of  weasels  in  a  rabbit  warren  very  con- 
siderably detracted  from  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty. He  had  in  his  hands  "  Wood's  Natural 
History,"  and  he  might  be  permitted  to  quote  one 
or  two  remarks : — 

"  Like  the  polecat  and  others  of  the  same  poup 
of  animals,  the  weasel  is  most  destructive  m  its 
nature,  killing  many  more  animals  than  it  can 
devour,  simply  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  killing. 
Even  such  large  animals  as  hares  have  been  said 

to  fall  victims  to  the  weasel That 

the  weasel,  when  its  numbers  are  not  very  great, 
is  a  valuable  ally  to  the  farmer  and  tlie  poultry 
fancier  is  now  generally  acknowledged." 

Then  as  regarded  the  stoat,  which  he  might  say 
he  was  more  particularly  desirous  to  see  intro- 
duced into  the  colony,  it  was  stated, — "  The  stoat 
is  enabled  by  its  great  delicacy  of  soent,  and  the 
singular  endurance  of  its  frame,  to  ran  down  any 
hare  on  whose  trade  it  may  have  set  itself,  in 
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spite  of  the  long  legs  and  wonderful  speed  of  ite 

The  writer  then  went  on  to  say,  "  Of  rabbits  it 
is  Tery  fond,  and  kills  great  numbers  of  them, 
especially  when  they  are  young."  It  was  quite 
dear  that  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  had  under- 
valued altogether  the  capability  of  these  animals 
for  holdins  the  rabbite  in  check.  There  was  no 
direct  prohibition  of  ferrets  in  this  Bill;  and 
it  was  only  inferontially  he  gathered  that  it  was 
intended  to  prevent  their  being  introduced  and 
turned  loose.  He  might  state,  with  reference  to 
himself,  that  he  had,  within  the  last  three  or  four 
months,  turned  loose  a  considerable  number  of 
ferrets.  He  did  so  with  the  knowledge  that  he 
could  not  expect  to  get  any  game,  but  likewise 
with  the  knowledge  that,  unless  some  steps  of  this 
kind  were  taken,  the  rabbits  would  eat  him  out 
of  house  and  home.  He  would  rather  do  without 
game  than  have  game  and  nothing  else  to  live 
upon.  He  did  not  think  they  need  fear,  as  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  did,  the  introduction  of 
iuch  animab.  He  remembered  reading,  some 
time  ago,  an  article  written  br  Mr.  Waterton,  the 
celebrated  naturalist,  who  allowed  nothing  what- 
ever in  his  park  to  be  destroyed ;  and  he  found 
there  that  while  almost  every  description  of  game 
was  to  be  found,  and  also  the  animals  which 
preyed  upon  them,  yet  they  kept  each  other  in 
mutual  check,  and  left  sufficient  for  his  own 
amusement  when  he  desired  to  enjoy  a  little  sport. 
He  hoped  the  Bill  would  not  be  read  a  second 
time.  He  was  satisfied  that,  in  whatever  view 
the  matter  misrht  be  regarded  now,  before  many 
years  passed  Uiose  who  now  opposed  the  intro- 
duction of  the  animals  referred  to  in  this  Bill 
would  see  that  they  had  been  mistaken. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  NUBSE  would  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  Speaking  as  a  prac- 
tical &rmer  he  had  a  great  deal  more  fear  ot  the 
destruction  caus^  by  insects  than  by  rabbits.  It 
was  only  a  short  time  ago  that  he  was  riding 
through  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse's  own  property, 
and  he  saw  patches  of  grass,  many  acres  m  extent 
on  that  land  which  were  perfectly  brown,  and 
which  had  been  destroyed  by  insects.  Now,  the 
destruction  by  rabbits,  at  any  rate  in  the  part  of  the 
colony  where  he  lived,  where  those  animals  were 
supposed  to  be  most  numerous,  had  never  been  so 
bad  as  that.  It  was  a  very  bad  argument  to  talk 
about  game  laws,  because  in  this  country  every 
farmer  owned  the  land  he  occupied,  and  the  game 
was  consequently  his  own.  If  he  did  not  like  the 
game^  he  could  destroy  it.  From  his  own  ex- 
perience he  knew  that  the  ordinary  poultry  at 
times  lived,  to  a  very  great  extent,  on  insects; 
they  left  the  farmsteads  during  the  summer,  and 
lived  for  weeks  and  weeks  entirely  on  insects. 
They  cannot  do  this  if  there  are  to  be  polecats 
about.  The  fi!on.  Mr.  Waterhouse  had  read 
some  extracts  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wood's  work 
on  Natural  History.  He  did  not  think  much 
dependence  was  to  be  placed  on  those  ex- 
tracts, because  that  reverend  gentleman  was 
an  amateur  naturalist,  who  considered  that 
every  animal  was  of  great  valoe.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  if  they  read  this  work  through  they 
Ifould*  find  that  every  animi^  ihi^t  oan^  out 


of  the  Ark  was  of  enormooa  Talne,  and  that 
it  was  a  great  pity  to  destroy  it.  However 
much  he  would  like  to  see  the  rabbits  de- 
stroyed, he  would  be  very  sorry  to  see  animals 
introduced  that  would  totally  destroy  the  birds 
they  had  imported  at  such  an  immenae  expense ; 
and  if  they  were  destroyed,  the  £armMr  would  be 
destroyed  with  them,  as  it  would  otherwise  be 
impossible  to  keep  down  the  insects.  He  knew 
that  polecats,  stoats,  and  weasels  were  looked 
upon  at  Home  as  the  greatest  pests.  If  thej 
attacked  a  hen-roost,  they  killed  every  bird, 
simply  for  amusement,  as  dogs  worried  sheep: 
they  sucked  the  blood  of  the  fowls,  and  then 
made  ofi".  He  would  support  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  without  reference  to  game  or 
anything  of  the  sort. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  intended  to  support 
the  amendment.     An  honorable  gentleman  in  an- 
other branch  of  the  Assembly  decbired  that  his 
father    discharged  his  gamekeeper   and  allowed 
the  birds  and  the  animals  to  regulate  their  affiiirs 
amongst  themselves,  and  the  result  wras  that  the 
weaseiB  and  stoats  kept  down  the  rabbits,  and  yet 
there  was  always  a  sufficient  supply   of  game. 
Nature  made  provision  for  keeping  an  equilibrium 
between  the  game  and  their  enemies.     An  arga- 
ment  against  the  introduction    of  weasels    and 
stoats  into  this  country  was  furnished  by  Pro- 
fessor Newman,  who,  seeing  an  advertasement  in  a 
London  paper  for  a  hundred  weasels  which  were 
required  for  New  Zealand,  immediately  entered 
a  vigorous  and  alarming  protest  against  the  in- 
troduction of  those  animals  into  the  oolony.    That 
gentleman  declared  that  they  would  destroy  our 
native  birds,  and  particularly  the  kiwi,  which  wu 
almost  extinct.    He  (Mr.  Holmes)  would  ask  hsd 
they  got  any  birds  worth  preserving  in  this  conn' 
trv  ?    They  had  only  a  few  parrots,  and  the  kiwi, 
a  bird  they  only  saw  in  a  live  state  about  once  in 
seven  years.    That  showed  what  frivolous  argu- 
ments could  be  used  to  support  a  foregone  con- 
clusion.   Did  all  the  birds  disappear  in  England, 
where  those  animals  had  been    at  liberty   for 
generations  ?   In  England  there  was  an  abondascs 
of   game-birds,    despite    the    fact    that    stoats 
and  weasels  were  at  large  there.    He  believed 
that  if  they  sent  Home  an  order  for  stoats  and 
weasels  they  would  be  unable  to  get  it  executed 
for  the  next  seven  yean.    He  himself  tried  to  get 
stoats  and  weasels,  and  in  hct  he  was  the  veiy 
partv  who  ordered  the  hundred  weasels,  and  of- 
fered  £1  a  piece  for  them,  yet  he  could  not  get 
them.    Therefore  he  apprehended  this  was  a  men 
alarm  about  the  colony  being  inundated  with  stoats 
and  weasels.    It  was  someUiing  bordering  on  the 
ridiculous.    The  question  whiui  arose  was,  whe- 
ther or  not  it  was  better  that  they  should  import 
some  animals  to  deal  with  this  rabbit  nmsanoe. 
Was  not  the  loss  of  £50,000  or  £100,000  greater 
than  the  loss  thejr  would  sustain  through  the 
injury  to  their   birds   or  small  animals?     He 
thought  there  could  be  no  question  that,  if  stostf 
and  weasels  could  be  imported,  it  would  be  ififi- 
nitely  better  than  to  allow  the  increase  of  this  rab- 
bit pest,  which  was  oostine  the  country  so  much. 
His  impression  was  that,  if  they  imported  stoats 
and  weasels,  they  would  be  l^umed  out  in  locsU* 
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tiet  where  thej  could  do  no  harm,  snoh  as  on 
high  stony  ground,  where  it  was  impoMible  to 
hunt  with  dogs,  or  in  scmbbj  ground,  where  the 
rabbits  oould  only  be  reached  bv  animals  of  this 
kind.  He  thought,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
six  months,  as  it  was  not  likely  to  do  any  good 
to  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  had  Tery  little 
hesitation  in  offering  some  remarks  on  this  Bill, 
inasmuch  as  the  subject  was  one  in  which  they 
were  all  interested  to  the  same  extent.  They 
were  all  in  the  same  boat,  and  it  was  only  a  mat- 
ter of  opinion  which  was  the  best  way  to  eet  to 
the  shore.  However  much  they  might  diner  in 
opinion,  it  could  not  be  said  that  they  spoke  from 
interested  motiyes.  He  was  surprised  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  should  say  that  the  only  birds 
they  had  in  the  colony  were  a  few  parrots  and 
kiwis.  He  was  sorry  the  honorable  gentleman 
seemed  to  ha?e  so  little  knowledge  of  the  birds  of 
this  country.  Probably  the  part  of  the  colony 
in  which  he  lired  was  differently  situated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  explained  that  he 
referred  to  native  birds. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  was  also  alluding 
to  native  birds.  Probably  it  was  different  in  the 
part  of  the  colony  where  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes 
lived  ;  but  from  his  own  experience  he  could  say 
that  the  variety  of  birds  in  New  Zealand  was  very 
great  indeed  ;  and  they  had  song-birds  here  equal 
to  the  blackbird  or  thrush.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmes  said  that  at  Home  weasels  and  stoats  had 
been  at  liberty  for  years  and  years,  and  yet  they 
had  not  destroyed  all  the  birds.  Yet  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  told  them  immediately  after- 
wards that  he  sent  Home  an  order  for  a  hun- 
dred weasels,  and  could  not  get  the  order  exe- 
cuted. He  thought  it  was  a  very  strong  ami- 
ment  indeed  in  nvour  of  there  being  very  few 
weasels  in  Ghreat  Britain.  Now,  it  was  said 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  introduce 
stoats  and  weasels,  or  the  country  would  be 
overran  with  rabbits  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
settlers  would  be  eaten  out  of  house  and  home. 
His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Nurse  had  taken  up 
the  line  of  argument  that  he  intended  to  have 
adopted ;  but  he  thought  he  might  enlarge  a  little 
as  to  the  damage  done  by  insects.  He  had  seen 
large  tracts  of  grass  swept  away  by  insects.  Some 
few  years  ago  he  noticed  that  all  the  trees  in  the 
neighbourhood  where  he  lived  were  stripped  of 
theur  leaves  day  after  day  and  month  after  month 
by  green  beetles,  and  he  introduced  birds  to  kill 
these  insects  off.  The  consequence  was  that  now 
they  never  saw  one  of  these  green  beetles ;  but 
he  waa  not  egotistical  enough  to  say  that  their 
absence  was  caused  by  his  own  action  in  intro- 
ducing the  birds.  The  birds  certainly  destroyed 
the  fruit,  but  he  said  to  them,  *'  There  you  are ; 
it  is  through  you  we  lyive  got  the  fruit — yon  are 
welcome  to  it."  Through  the  introduction  of 
birds  it  had  been  found  impossible  to  grow  fruit 
without  placing  nets  round  the  trees.  If  they 
introducai  stoats  and  weasels,  he  would  say  they 
would  have  all  their  feathered  creatures  destroyed. 
These  animals  would  destroy  all  the  young  tur- 
keys, ducksy  and  goslings,  if  they  wer9  to  be 


imported  in  such  numbers  as  to  have  any  effect 
in  putting  down  the  rabbits.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  said  rabbits  had  become  a  very  great 
nuisance  in  Australia,  and  some  people  there  had 
spent  thousands  of  pounds  in  trying  to  get  rid  of 
them.  After  all,  the  rabbite  in  Australia  were 
not  destroyed  by  weasels  and  stoats ;  and  if  stoats 
and  weasels  were  introduced  here,  they  would 
become  such  a  nuisance  that  they  in  turn 
would  have  to  be  got  rid  of.  He  felt  sure 
people  would  haye  to  go  to  the  same  expense 
m  destroying  the  rabbits  if  thoy  had  weasels  and 
stoats  as  they  would  have  to  cio  without  them, 
and  they  would  have  to  spend  just  as  much  money 
afterwiuds  in  destroying  the  stoats  and  weasels  as 
they  had  spent  in  destroying  the  rabbits.  An 
honorable  gentleman  had  alluded  to  hawks.  He 
would  only  say  that  all  the  hawks  in  the  country 
had  been  destroyed,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  vermin  of  all  sorts  had  sprung  up.  He  re- 
membered a  time  when  hawks  were  quite  as 
numerous  in  the  country  as  rabbits  were  now. 
The  hawks  were  killed  at  the  rate  of  50  or  100  a 
week.  To  imagine  that  stoats  and  weasels  would, 
rid  the  country  of  rabbits  was  a  great  mistake. 
At  the  same  time,  he  had  not  been  conyinced  that 
rabbits  were  such  a  g^cftt  nuisance  as  they  were 
represented  to  be.  He  knew  of  some  districts 
in  which  they  would  not  increase  at  all ;  in  fact, 
they  had  originally  existed  in  those  districts,  but 
had  died  out,  because  they  could  no  longer  live 
there.  He  would  vote  for  the  second  reining  of 
the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEK  said  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson  had  stated  that  he  was  sure 
no  member  of  the  Council  would  speak  on  this 
subject  from  interested  motives.  He  (Captain 
Eraser),  however,  was  speaking  from  interested 
motives.  It  was  all  yery  well  for  gentlemen  who 
were  not  suffering  from  the  rabbit  pest  to  talk  in 
the  way  the  honorable  gentleman  had  done.  He 
himself  was  very  fond  of  birds ;  but  if  it  came  to 
be  a  question  whether  he  would  have  birds  or 
sheep,  he  would  certainly  yote  in  favour  of  the 
sheep.  He  would  be  delighted  to  see  a  shipload 
of  stoats  brought  out  to  this  country.  Some 
honorable  gentlemen  had  said  a  great  deal  about 
a  matter  of  which  thoy  knew  very  little.  His 
honorable  friend  Colonel  Brett,  who  had  been 
many  years  in  India,  knew  as  well  as  himself  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  feathered  game  there, 
and  also  a  great  many  noxious  animals,  and  it 
was  some  of  those  very  animals  that  he  would 
like  to  see  brought  out  to  this  country.  He 
would  like  to  see  mungooses  brought  out  to  this 
country.  They  would  destroy  every  rabbit,  but 
would  not  touch  the  lambs.  If  his  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Holmes  sent  to  India,  he  was  sure  he 
would  get  a  hundred ;  mungooses  were  just  as  fond 
of  feathered  game  as  they  were  of  rabbits,  and  the 
result  would  be  that  there  would  not  be  much 
feathered  game  in  the  colony,  but  at  the  same  time 
they  would  get  rid  of  the  rabbits.  Some  honorable 
members  seemed  to  think  that  stoats  and  weasels 
ate  the  rabbits,  but  they  did  not  do  that ;  they 
simply  sucked  their  blood.  They  always  attacked 
the  jugular,  and  killed  the  rabbits  in  that  way. 
He  would  support  the  amendment. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTBLL  said  the  question 
had  been  so  ably  argued  on  both  sides  that  he  re- 
quired to  say  rerj  little  in  reply.  He  wonld  like 
to  see  mungooses  introduced,  because  his  honor- 
able friend  Captain  Eraser  seemed  to  think  that 
they  would  be  efficacious.  His  honorable  friend 
Br.  Pollen,  being  in  the  painful  position  of  an 
owner  of  weasels,  was,  of  course,  pecuniarily  in- 
terested in  the  Bill,  and  he  was  sure,  therefore, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  would  refrain  from 
▼oting  in  regard  to  it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes 
had  referred  somewhat  contemptuously  to  a  letter 
ot  Professor  Newman,  and  he  was  sorry  that  he 
had  not  that  letter  with  him,  in  order  that  he 
might  read  it  to  the  Council.  He  trasted  that 
the  Council  would  read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 

Question  put,  **That  the  word  *now*  stand 
part  of  the  question ;"  upon  which  a  dirision  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         14 

Noes         12 


Majority  for 

Captain  Baillie, 

Mr.  Bonar, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Dr.  Grace, 

Mr.  G.  E.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Mant^ll, 


2 

Atbs. 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Bussell, 

Colonel  Whitraore. 
Noes. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Stokes, 

Mr.  Waterhouse. 
consequently  negatired, 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 

The  amendment 
and  the  Bill  read  a  second  time'. 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  3. — Prohibition  of  introduction  of  cer- 
tain noxious  animals. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  mored,  That 
the  word  **  weasels,"  be  struck  out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
struck  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which 
a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         13 

Noes 13 


Captain  Bailliei 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  G-.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Nurse, 

Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 


Ate6. 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Peter, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mix  Robinson, 

Mr.  Russell, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 

Nobs. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Stokes, 

Mr.  Waterhouse. 


The  Chairicak  gare  his  casting  vote  with  the 
Ayes,  and  the  amendment  was  consequently  ne- 
gatiyed. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leaye  given  to  sit 
again. 

TIMARF  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL, 
Ckuse  16. — Moneys  comprising  U arbour  Fund. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  moved.  That 
subsection  5 — proceeds  and  profits  of  land  set 
aside  as  endowments — ^be  struck  out. 

Question  put, "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  do  stand  part  of  Bill ; "  upon  which  a 
diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         10 

Noes         14 


Majority  against . . 


Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


AtE8. 

Mr.  Pet^r, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Waterhouse. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Mantell, 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Russell, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  midnight. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny, 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVB8. 

Wednesday,  25M  October,  1876. 


First  Beading— Bills  Discharged— Sir  J.  Vofpel's  Misaiona 
to  England— Auditors'  Report— Bonus  on  P»P*r — 
CanterbuiT  Railway  Coal  Charges — Kaimai  Gold  Field 
— Waste  Lands  Administration  Bill— Public  Works 
Bill— Disqnaliflcation  Bill. 


Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READINaS. 
Tlio  Aueklatad  Beach  Road  Grants  Bill,  the 
Civil  List  Bill. 

BILLS  DISCHARGED. 
The  Lotteries  and  Art  Uwona  Bill,  the  Friendly 
Societies  Bill,  the  Coroners  Bill. 

SIR  J.  VOGEL'S  MISSIONS  TO  ENGLAND. 

Mr.  CURTIS  brought  np"tho  following  report 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  : — 

"The  Public  Accounts  Committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  tiie  subjeet  of  the  cost  to  the  oolonj 
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Auditors'  Seport. 


[HOTJSB.] 


Sonut  on  Paper, 
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of  Sir  Julius  Vo^el'B  two  missions  to  England, 
have  the  honor  to  rep  jrt  as  follows  : — 

"The  Connnitlce  iind  tliiit  the  total  expenses 
of  the  first  mission  amounted  to  £3,161  2^.  Gd., 
as  per  statement  attached,  exclusive  of  Sir  Julius 
Vogel's  salary,  which  amounted  to  £638  178.  9d. 

"The  Committee  further  find  that  the  total 
expenses  of  the  second  mission  amounted  to 
£6,640  98.  7d.,  exclusive  of  Sir  Juhus  Vogel's 
claim  for  a  further  sum  of  £2,750,  and  also 
exclusive  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel's  salary,  which 
amounted  to  £2,172  16s.  5d.,  and  of  the  salary  of 
his  Secretary,  amounting  to  £534  9s.  6d.  That 
the  following  statement  shows  the  actual  amounts 
received  and  claimed  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  for  his 
salary,  allowances,  and  personal  expenses  during 
his  second  mission  : — 

£      B.    d. 

Salary 2,172  16     5 

Trarelling  expenses 2,171    8    0 

Special  allowance       1,500     0     0 

Passages  of  himself  and  servant     -283  10    0 


Additional  Tote  asked  for 


£6,127  14    5 
2,750    0    0 


£8,877  14    5 

''  The  Committee  append,  for  the  information 
of  the  House,  various  accounts  which  have  been 
furnished  to  them  by  the  Treasury  and  the  Audit 
Office,  showing  the  items  which  form  the  totals 
above  referred  to,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  been  charged  to  the  Public  Account. 

'*  The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  laid  upon  the  table  with  this  report." 

AUDITOES'  REPORT. 

Mr.  OUBTIS  brought  up  the  following  report 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee : — 

"The  Public  Accounts  Committee  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  they  have  agreed  to  the 
following  resolution : — 

"  The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Audit  furnish  to  Parliament,  within 
ten  days  after  the  close  of  each  financial  year,  a 
oompmtive  statement  showing  the  amount  voted 
during  the  previous  session  for  each  item  of  ex* 
penditure,  tne  amount  spent,  and  the  saving  or 
over-expenditure  (if  any)  in  each  case ;  and  fur- 
ther, a  statement  of  the  unauthorized  expenditure 
in  detail." 

Mr.  CURTIS  moved,  That  the  House  agrees 
with  the  Committee  in  the  report.  He  might 
explain  that  nothing  more  than  a  merely  formal 
statement  of  figures  was  required,  which  the  Com- 
missioners of  Audit  could  have  no  difficulty  in 
furnishing.  A  similar  statement .  was  furnished 
to  many  of  the  Provincial  Councils,  and  it  had 
always  been  found  to  be  an  exceedingly  instructive 
return.  He  apprehended  it  would  be  equally  in- 
structive to  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BONUS  ON  PAPER. 

Mr.  BURNS  asked  the  Government,  Whetiior 
any  bonus  has  been  paid  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper  within  the  colony,  or  any  demand  been 


niftde  by  any  person  or  persons  for  payment  of 
any  such  bonus  ;  if  so,  by  whom  ? 

Mr.  BO  WEN  replied  that  no  bonus  had  been 
paid  for  the  manufacture  of  paper  in  the  colony. 
Two  notices  had  been  given  that  demands  would 
be  made ;  but  these  demands  were  not  made,  ac- 
cording to  conditions,  within  the  advertised  time. 
A  great  deal  of  machinery  had  been  introduced 
into  the  colony  for  the  manufacture  of  paper  by 
the  Mataura  Company  and  the  Woodhaugh  Com- 
pany. It  was  the  intention  of  the  (Government  to 
provide  for  a  bonus  upon  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates, and  to  extend  the  time  for  making  the 
demand  ;  but  they  would  take  care  that  no  bonus 
was  paid  unless  the  paper  had  been  manufactured 
and  sold  within  the  colony. 

CANTERBURY    RAILWAY    COAL 
CHARGES. 

Mr.  WASON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  Government,  on  taking  over  the 
railways,  will  be  prepared  to  abolish  the  terminal 
charge  of  2s.  per  ton  for  the  loading  and  un- 
loading of  coal  upon  the  Canterbury  railways? 
Ho  asked  the  question  in  the  hope  that  the 
Government  would  give  the  subject  the  atten- 
tion it  required  when  they  took  over  the  direction 
of  the  railway  lines  in  Canterbury  and  Otago. 
He  found  that  for  the  conveyance  of  coal  a  dis- 
tance of  over  thirty  miles  the  charge  in  Otago  was 
59.  a  ton,  as  compared  with  7s.  a  ton  for  native 
coal  and  9s.  6d.  a  ton  for  sea-borne  coal  in  Canter- 
bury. It  seemed,  however,  tliat  this  additional 
charge  was  made  up  by  a  terminal  charge  of  2a. 
a  ton  for  loading  and  unloading.  This  was  ob- 
jected to  by  some,  who  considered  they  oould 
load  and  unload  the  coal  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as 
the  Government.  They  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  terminal  charges  would  be  so  far  done  away 
with  that  the  responsibility  of  loading  and  un- 
loading would  be  left  to  the  people  themselves,  if 
they  were  wiUins  to  perform  this  work. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  without  being  able  to 
give  a  decided  answer,  said  that,  so  long  as  the 
Provincial  Governments  continued  to  exist,  the 
Government  would  be  unable  to  do  away  with 
the  terminal  charge ;  but  in  the  case  of  persons 
who  loaded  and  unloaded  their  own  coal  a  reduc- 
tion should  be  made,  though  he  questioned  whe- 
ther it  oould  be  done  away  with  entirely. 

TIMARU  AND  GLADSTONE  PROPERTY. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD  asked,  What  steps  the 
Government  intend  to  take  with  regard  to  the 
buildings  or  other  property  of  the  Timaru  and 
Gladstone  Board  of  Works,  on  "  The  Abolition  of 
Provinces  Act,  1876,"  oomiue  into  operation?  As 
the  question  did  not  clearly  indicate  what  he 
meant,  he  might  state  that  what  he  intended  to 
ask  the  Government  was,  wliether  they  were  going 
to  take  over  buildings  belonging  to  the  Timaru 
and  Gladstone  Board  of  Worlu,  and  set  them 
against  the  liabilities  of  the  province,  or  whether 
they  would  regard  them  as  property  strictly  be- 
longing to  the  Board  of  Works.  There  was  not 
'\ery  much  of  it,  but  what  there  was  belonged  to 
Die  district,  and  ho  would  like  to  know  what  tho 
Government  intended  to  do  in  regard  to  it. 
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Major  ATKINSON  eaid  he  could  not  gi?e  a 
Tery  satisfactory  answer.  No  doubt  the  same  rule 
would  apply  to  these  as  to  other  prorincial  build- 
ings. He  might  have  to  ask  the  House  to  recon- 
sider the  matter  when  the  question  with  regard 
to  the  Taluation  of  proTincial  buildings  came  on. 

EAIMAI  GOLD  FIELD. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  wished,  without  notice,  to  ask 
a  question  which  had  relation  to  a  question  put 
on  the  previous  day  as  to  the  opening  of  the 
Kaimai  country  for  gold  mining.  The  answer  to 
the  former  question  was  to  the  e£fect  that  every 
exertion  was  being  used  to  open  up  the  gold  field, 
but  that  there  was  undue  eagerness  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  which  would  render  it  neoessarr  to 
act  in  a  cautious  manner.  Since  11:  en,  he  had 
received  a  telegram  from  the  chairman  of  the 
public  committee  which  in  Tauranga  was  watch- 
ing the  proceedings  in  relation  to  this  gold  field. 
That  telegram  embodied  a  resolution  passed  at  a 
public  meeting,  and  was  to  this  effect :  "  That  the 
reply  of  the  Premier  to  Mr.  Sheehan  re  Kaimai  is 
evasive  and  incorrect.  The  public  are  rendering 
G-overnment  every  assistance,  and  express  noeager- 
ness  to  obtain  possession  of  the  district  as  stated 
by  the  Premier.  They  only  desire  to  have  the 
country  open  for  prospectors.  We  issued  a  cir- 
cular on  the  16th  in  English  and  Maori,  request- 
ing prospectors  to  discontinue  prospecting,  pend- 
ing arrangements  being  made;  thus  clearly 
demonstrating  the  fact  of  our  cordial  desire  to 
render  the  Government  every  assistance."  That 
day  he  had  received  the  following  telegram : — 

"  On  good  authority  committee  learns  that 
Commissioner  Brabant  has  been  to-day  instructed 
by  Government  to  discontinue  taking  any  steps 
towards  opening  Eaimai.  Is  it  too  much  to  ask 
you  to  put  the  question  in  the  House  whether 
such  is  the  case,  without  loss  of  time  P" 

That  was  the  question  he  wished  to  put : 
Whether  it  was  true  that  Mr.  Commissioner  Bra- 
bant had  been  instructed  by  the  Government  to 
discontinue  any  steps  towards  opening  up  the  gold 
field?  It  was  a  matter  of  very  great  urgency, 
and  he  hoped  the  Government  would  be  able  to 
give  a  verr  satisfactonr  answer. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  was  unable  to  give 
the  honorable  member  a  definite  answer,  because 
the  matter,  referred  to  did  not  lie  within  his 
department,  and  the  Native  Minister  was  absent. 
When  he  gave  an  answer  to  a  similar  question  a 
few  days  previously,  he  did  so  on  the  authority 
of  officers  of  the  Native  Department.  They  in- 
formed him  that  instructions  had  been  given  to 
Mr.  Commissioner  Brabant  to  open  up  the  coun- 
try ;  but  that  the  difliculty  had  been  increased  by 
the  eagerness  of  the  Europeans.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  that  that  was  not  the  case,  and  that  steps 
were  being  taken  to  allay  any  over-excitement 
that  might  have  existed.  Instructions  would  be 
given  to  take  all  necessary  steps  with  convenient 
speed.  He  knew  the  Native  Department  was 
doing  all  it  could  to  open  the  ground. 

WASTE  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  BILL. 
Major  ATKINSON  moved,  That  this  Bill  be 
read  a  third  time. 


Mr.  REYNOLDS  desired  to  make  an  explana- 
tion with  reference  to  the  amendment  which  he 
proposed  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee  thst 
morning,  relating  to  leasing  the  Canterbury  ruiu. 
His  amendment  was  to  the  effect  that  the  clausei 
providing  for  the  assessment  of  the  Canterbuir 
runs  should  be  struck  out,  and  it  was  carried. 
There  seemed  to  be  an  idea  in  the  minds  of 
several  honorable  gentlemen  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  principle  laid  down  in  those  clauses.  That 
was  not  the  reason  which  induced  him  to  more 
that  the  clauses  should  be  struck  out,  but  he  de- 
sii'ed  that  the  matter  should  stand  over  until  neit 
session  of  the  Assembly.  He  thought  there  was 
no  use  in  legislating  four  years  in  advance. 

Mr.  FITZBOY  thought  the  romarks  of  the 
honorable  member  were  scarcely  worth  answering. 
The  vote  of  last  night  would  entail  real  hardship 
upon  a  great  number  of  people  in  Canterbuiy. 
It  simply  meant  this:  that  many  persons  who 
were  struggling  against  hard  times,  especially  in 
the  back  country  of  that  province,  would  be  greatly  - 
injured.  Most  of  them  had  borrowed  money  to 
a  large  extent  upon  their  properties,  and  the 
mortgagees  would  now  foreclose  upon  them,  and 
the  holders  of  the  runs  would  thus  be  brought  to 
a  state  of  impecuniosity  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 
That  would  be  a  very  great  hardship  indeed.  It 
was  not  merely  a  question  as  to  whether  legisla- 
tion should  be  postponed  to  next  session.  There 
was  a  large  amount  of  property  in  the  country, 
in  the  present  unsettled  state  of  affiiirs,  abso- 
lutely unnegotiable ;  the  runs  were  unsaleable, 
and  would  remain  so  until  there  was  some  posi- 
tive legislation  on  the  subject  to  decide  upon 
what  basis  and  in  what  manner  the  runs  should 
be  held  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BBO  WN  said  the  present  holders  of 
these  runs  had  brought  the  difficulties  on  them- 
selves, by  paying  a  high  price  for  the  land  for 
which  the  State  received  no  benefit.  The  State 
was  not  called  upon  to  give  them  compensation 
because  those  who  sold  to  them  had  got  an  ad- 
vantage over  them. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Clause  80. — ^Definition  of  road. 
Mr.  BEID  moved.  That  subsection  8,  including 
in  the  definition  of  the  word  "  road  "  lands  orer 
which  right  of  way  has  been  acquired  by  the 
public  by  usage,  be  struck  out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  subsection  stand  part 
of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         26 


Majority  against ... 


9 


Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 


1876.^         PubBe  iTorit  sat.         [fiOtJSS.]         ^  t^Jie  Jf^orht  Biti. 


ei» 


Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 


I  Tellers. 

Mr.  BoUeeton, 
I  Mr.  Wason. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Marray, 
^Mr.  Nahe, 
**  Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Sbeehan. 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanion, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Thomaon, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellen, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bowe. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ba^, 
Mr.  Boms, 
Sir  B.  Dooglaa, 
Mr.  Fiaher, 
Mr.  Gibba, 
Mr.  Hialop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinaon, 
Mr.  Johnaton, 
Mr.  Joyee, 
Oaptoin  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lumaden, 
Mr.Lnsk, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  99. — Penalties  for  injuries  to  roads. 
Mr.  WASON  proposed  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing proTiso  : — '*  Provided  that  no  penalty  shall 
be  impMed  unless  the  information  or  complaint  is 
laid  by  authority  of  the  Board." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  so  added ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         86 

20 


Ayes 

Noea 


Minority  for 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fifzroy, 
Mr.  aibbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Henrr, 
Mr.  Hodgkinaon, 
Mr.  Hunter, 


Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 


6 


ATB8. 

Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  a.  McLean, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Beynolda, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Whiteker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 

Tsller*. 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Wason. 


NoSB. 


Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  100. — Penalty  for  a  tree  overhanging  a 
road. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  proposed  that  the  following 
words  be  added  to  the  danse :   "  and  ft  further 

▼OL.  ZZIII.-78. 


sum  e<iual  to  the  cost  incurred  by  the  Board  in 
remoTing  such  tree,  or  lowering  or  trimming  such 
hedge,  or  grubbing  or  removing  such  gorse.** 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  so  added ;"  upon  which  a  division  waa 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         80 

Noes         16 


Minority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitcroy, 
Mr.  Gibb», 
Mr.  Hodgkinaon, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Barff. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hnrsthouse, 
Captein  Kenny, 


U 

ATM. 

Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  a.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Whit«ker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Noxs. 

Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Williams. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  amendmento,  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Clause  4. — Peraons  holding  offices  under  the 

Government  to  be  incapable  of  being  summoned 

to  the  Legislative  Council  or  elected  to  tbe  House 

of  Bepreaentatiyes. 

Mr.  BUTTON  mored  that  the  eUute  be  struck 
ont. 

Question  put,  "Tliat  the  clause  stand  part  of 
the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result  i — 

Ayes         40 

Noes        12 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Carrington, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Pearoe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
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Mr.  Pe  LMitonr, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  FiBher, 
Mr.  Fitzroj, 
Mr.  Gibbt, 
Sir  Qt.  Gny, 
Mr.  Hialop, 
Mr.  Hodgsiiuon, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Qt.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


Mr.  Barff, 
Sir  K.  Doiiglas, 
Mr.  Hamlin» 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 


Mr.  SteTone, 
Mr.  StraoBon, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield* 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  W.Wood. 

TeUert. 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


IfOB 


Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  SIirim«ki. 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

TelUri, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Manden. 


PlXB. 


For,  Againtt, 

Captain  Kenny.  |  Captain  Morris. 

The  clause  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Clause  6. — ^Who  are  to  be  exempt  from  last 
preceding  section. 

Subsection  2.  —  Speakers  and  Chairmen  of 
Committees,  and  persons  appointed  in  pursuance 
of  resolution  of  either  House. 

Mr.  BUTTON  mored,  That  after  the  words 
"resolution  of  either  House  of  the  General 
Assembly "  the  following  words  be  inserted  : 
"  naming  the  persons." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  there  inserted  ;"  upon  which  a  diyi- 
•ion  was  called  for,  with  the  fouowing  result : — 

Ayes         27 

Koei        19 


Minority  for 


Mr.  Baigenfei 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Homlin, 
Mr.  Heiiry, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Bo  wen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Bums, 


8 


At18. 


Mr.Kahe, 
Mr.  Beynoldi^ 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swansbn, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
IVUers. 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Montgomery. 

27oB8. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Fearoe, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sharps 


Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 
TMer». 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Pais. 

Agakui, 
*|  Captain  Keanj. 


Mr.  Do  Lantour, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lnmsden, 

For. 
Captain  Horria. 

The  amendment  was  ooneeqnently  agreed  to. 

Subsection  7. — ^Barristers  acting  as  couiuel  for 
the  Crown. 

Mr.  KSLLY  mored  the  omiseioh  of  the  words 
"any  barrister"  at  the  oommenoement  of  the 
sabaeotion. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  worda  proposed  tx>  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  sabeection ;"  upon  which 
a  diyision  waa  ddled  for,  with  the  fottowing  re- 
tolt:— 


Ayee 

Noes 

Majority  for 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursihoiise, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumtden, 


Mr.  Bakent, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gibba, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Heniy, 


27 

15 

12 


AtB8. 


Mr.  MantgonMS7f 
Mr.Nahe, 
Mr.  Fearoe, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tuaroa, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  De  Lanloiu^ 
Mr.  Sheehaa. 


NOH. 


Mr.  OmMnid, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sterenf , 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
2Wlsr«. 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Bolleston. 


Paib. 


For,  AaaimH, 

Captain  Morris.  |  Captain  Kenny. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatiyed. 

Mr.  HBNBY  mored,  That,  after  the  words 
"  any  barrister  or  solicitor  of  the  Supreme  Courts" 
the  following  words  be  inserted:  '*or  reeidsnt 
medical  practitioner." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
insorted  be  so  inserted ;"  upon  which  a  diTisioa 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Aye 23 

Noes         19 

Majority  for        •••        .<•        ...  4 
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ATM. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  moTcd  the  omission  of  the 

Mr.  Barfl^ 

Mr.  MontgomeiT, 

following  words  after  the  word  "  acting :"  "  for  or 
on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  or  tho 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.  Nahef 

Mr.  Bryoe^ 

BCr.Beea, 

Gbremor  or  the  Qoyemment  of  New  Zealand,  or 

Mr.  Buitoo, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

any  officer  of  such  GoTcrnment." 
Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 

Mr.  dikrriDgtoii, 

Mr.  ftiohardson. 

Sir  B.  BouglM, 

Mr.Rowe, 

omitted  stand  part  of 

the  subsection  ; '   upon 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 

Mr. Hamlin, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

ing  result : — 

Mr.  HodgkiniOD, 

Mr.  Wooloo<&. 

Ayes         

28 

Bfr.  Hanthonte, 

TetUn. 

Noes         

22 

Bfr.  JoToe, 

Mr.  HeniT, 

— 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Kelly. 

Majority  for 

1 

Ko 

S8. 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Ayes.                       "^ 

Mr.  Bttgent, 

Bfr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  MontgomeiT, 

Mr.  Burnt, 

Mr.  SwansoD, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.Rees, 

Bfr.  Dign«n, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Swanaon, 

Bfr.  Fitzroj, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Oibbe, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  R.  DougUs, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hielop, 

TelUrt, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hanter, 

Mr.  De  Lantonr, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  JohnMxm, 

Mr.  Sheehan. 

l£r.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

IB. 

I  Captain  Kenny. 

Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  HodgkinsoD, 

TaUen. 
Mr.  Henry, 

Captain  Morris. 
The  amendment  was  o 
Mr.  RICHARDSON 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Sheehan. 

onsequenUr  ajg[i«ed  to. 
mored,  That,  after  the 

No 
Mr.  Andrew, 

n. 
Mr.  Richardson, 

words  "  resident  medical 

practitioner,"  the  follow- 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

injE  words  be  inserted  :  " 
Question  put,  "Tliat  t 

or  engineer." 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

lie  words  proposed  to  be 

Mr.  FitooT, 

Mr.  Sterens, 

inserted  be  so  insertec^ ;' 

'  upon  which  a  dirision 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

was  called  for,  with  the  \ 

ollowing  result  :— 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Ajes         

...         ...         16 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Noes        

84 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Waeon. 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Majority  against... 

» 

Bfr.  Ormond, 

TeUm. 

Ax 

\t.  Nahe, 

Mr.Peaioe, 

Mr.  Kelly. 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  RoUeston. 

Mr.  Biyoe, 

Mr.  Pearce, 

Pa 

IB. 

Mr.  Carringtoo, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

For, 

AgaifuL 

Hr.Qamlin, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Captain  Morris. 

Captain  Kenny. 

Mr.  geniy, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

The  amendment  was 

oonsequcntly  negatired, 

Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hunthoose, 

Teller9. 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 

and  the  clanse  was  agrees 

Clause  6. — Disqualific 

period  of  six  months  afi^e 

ito. 

ation  of  member  for  a 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Kelly. 

r  ceasing  to  be  member. 

No 

M. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  mor 

ed.  That  the  word  "six" 

Mr.  Andi«w, 

Mr.Rees, 

be  struck  out,  with  the  t 

ew  of  inserting  llie  word 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  RoUeeton, 

"tweWe"  in  lieu  thereof 

Mr.  Bowm, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Question  put,  *'  Th|^ 
omitted  sta<id  part  of  t 

the  word  proposed  to  be 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  S(affl>rd, 

le  clause ;"  upon  which 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.Sterons^ 

a  dirision  was  called  i 

tor,  with   the  following 

Mr.  Boms, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

result:— 

Mr.  De  Laatoor, 

Mr.Tbiaroa, 

Ay**         

Noes         

19 

Mr.Bigmui, 
Mr.FiSier, 

Mr.  lawiti, 

27 

Bfr.  Fitsioj, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Majority  against ... 

8 

Sir  O.  Graj, 

lir.  Tole, 

— 

Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

At 

S8. 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr  Andrew, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Tellm. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Riehardsoni 

Mr.  Mnrmy, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  WaK>n. 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Tho  amendinent  wm  e 

Sir  R.  Douglas^ 

Mr.  Woolcock. 
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Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mien. 

Mr.  Henrj, 

Mr.Barff, 

Mr.  Hursthoase, 

Mr.  KeUy.     ' 

KOM. 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Bum?, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Ste?ens, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Bfr.  FitxroT, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  ilialop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinaon, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Bir.  Tole, 

Mr.  Jojce, 

lir.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Montgomerj, 

Mr.Wason, 

lir.  Ormond, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Pearoe, 

TeUen. 

Mr.  Bees, 

lir.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  BoUeston, 

Mr.  Beynolds. 

Path. 

For. 

J^ainH. 

Captain  Morris. 

Captain  Kenny. 

The  amendment  was 

consequently  agreed  to, 

and  the  dause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  8.— Bzemption 

of  certain  contracts. 

Mr.  BABPF  moyed,  That  the  following  words 

be  struck  out :  "  any  oontraot  for  printing  or  ad- 

Tertising." 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;     upon  which 

a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 

sult:— 

Ayes 

Noes         

8 

...           *■•           2S0 

Majority  against... 

17 

ATM. 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.Whitaker. 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  a.  McLean, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  TawiU, 

Mr.  Kennedy. 

No 

■B. 

Mr.  Bnndon, 

Mr.  BoUeston, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Steyens, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 

Bfr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Kelly. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  words  strack  out. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  was  read  a 
third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  two 
o'dook  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tkmrsday,  2Stk  October,  1876. 

'  -Wtrt« 

Jl-Lyt. 

talton  Harbour  Board  Bill— Moeraki  Harbour  Board 
Bin— Hokitika  Harbour  Board  BiUr-Timam  Hirb<mr 
Board  Bill— Oamara  Harbour  Board  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbaxsb  took  Um  chair  at  hslf- 
paat  two  o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

FIBST  HBADINa. 
The  Biaqoalification  Bill. 

SBCONB  EBADINa. 
The  Public  Works  BilL 

THIRD  BSADINa. 
The  Ohinemuri  Gold  Fields  Agriooltoril  Lesaci 
Bill. 

BILL  BISCHASaED. 
The  Gold  Fields  BilL 

WAKA  MAOMI. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  NGATATA  asked  the  Oolonisl 
Secretary,  without  notice.  Whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Gh>Ternment  to  publish  the 
speeches  of  the  Bfaori  members  of  Parliament  in 
the  Waka  Maori,  in  accordance  with  the  motion 
passed  by  the  Council  on  16th  September,  187Sf 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLBN  replied  that  hooof 
able  ffentlemen  were  probably  aware  that  the 
Tote  tor  the  maintenance  of  the  Waka  Maori 
bad  been  objected  to  in  another  place.  If,  how- 
eyer,  it  was  decided  that  the  paper  should  be 
continued,  the  custom  which  had  hitherto  been 
obserred  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  Hsori 
members'  speeches  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be 
continued  also. 

MB.  MACKAY^S  BOOK. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  NGATATA  said  that  a  tm- 
lution  had  been  passed  by  the  Council  last  yesr 
in  reference  to  the  translating  and  printmg  of 
Mr.  Mackay's  book  on  the  Middle  isUnd  na^ 
chases  into  the  Maori  language.  He  wished  to 
ask  what  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLBN  said  that  if  hii  re- 
collection did  not  betray  him^  the  Council  merely 
ordered  that  an  abstract  of  the  book  should  be 
translated  into  the  Maori  language,  and  hewsi 
under  the  imnvession  that  the  Interpreter  to  the 
Council  should  be  instructed  to  make  sneh  sa 
abstract. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTBLL  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  decided  that  the  whole  of  the 
book  should  be  translated. 

WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  this  BiU  hM 
come  up  to  us  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatirai, 
where  it  was  introduced  by  the  Premier.  Itii 
similar  in  character  to  other  Bills  which  have 
been  before  this  Council,  inasmuch  as  its  intro- 
duotion  has  been  rendered  necessaiy  by  the 
impanding  piorinoial  cfaangw»    It  pmidiM  tb« 
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maoliinery  for  the  admizuBfcntion  of  the  WMte 
lands  of  the  Grown  in  the  seTeral  proyineial 
distriote  after  the  Abolition  Aot  oomee  into  foroe. 
It  proTidet  that  the  adminietvation  shall  be  car- 
ried on  under  the  laws  at  present  ezistinff  in 
the  proyineial  distriets,  with  snoh  modifications 
of  a  general  as  well  as  of  a  particular  obaracter 
at  the  altered  oiroumstanoee  may  render  neoes- 
saiy.  I  think  it  is  yery  much  to  be  xegretted 
that  a  Bill  of  tbie  eharaoter  shoold  come  into 
our  hands  at  such  a  late  period  of  the  session  i 
but  as  it  does  not  to  any  great  extent*  except 
in  the  instanoee  to  whioh  I  will  rsfer  presently, 
disturb  the  existing  arrangements,  and  at  it  w&l 
be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Oommittee  in 
the  usual  course,  onr  dealings  with  it  will  be  a 
food  deal  simplified  by  the  examination  which 
it  will  undergo  in  that  Oommittee.  It  will  be, 
I  think,  a  step,  if  not  a  jerj  long  one,  towards 
establishing  a  system  of  uniformity^  of  admimstra- 
tion  of  the  waste  lands.  One  of  the  steps  towards 
that  uniformity  is  tha  elimination  which  ie  pro- 
posed to  be  effected  by  this  Bill  of  the  proyi- 
iiona  for  the  formation  of  special  settlements, 
and  the  clauses  which  are  known  as  homettead 
dauses  which  exist  in  seyeral  of  the  waste  land 
laws,  which  are  now  in  foroe  in  the  proyinces. 
The  Bill  also  confines,  as  far  as  praeticaole,  trans- 
actions for  the  disposal  of  land  to  sales  for  oeeh 
and  to  sales  under  the  deferred-payment  sys- 
tem. The  existing  systems  of  dealing  with  the 
rans  in  pastoral  country  is  not  proposed  to  be 
altered  by  this  BiU.  The  fact  that  there  is  no 
proposition  to  alter  this  system  in  the  BiU  is  not 
to  my  mind  an  eyidenoe  that  a  necessity,  in  some 
of  the  districts  at  least,  does  not  exist  for  such  an 
alteration ;  and  I  haye  no  doubt  that  question,  if 
the  Bill  goee  before  the  Waste  Lands  Oommittee, 
will  be  brought  forward  for  consideration  again. 
It  is  one  of  htrge  importance,  aifooting  yeiy  graye 
interests.  The  Oounoil  will  see  that  the  proyi- 
sion,  which  I  think  may  be  said  to  be  complete, 
and  I  hope  will  be  found  by  the  Oouncil  to  be 
satisfactory,  for  the  disposal  of  land  upon  what  is 
known  as  Uie  deferred-payment  system,  does  not 
oonfine  that  system,  as  it  was  hitherto  confined, 
to  rural  lands,  but  proyides  that  all  lands  ma^  be 
bron^ht  under  its  operation  upon  certain  specified 
oonditions.  It  limits  the  quantity  which  may  be 
taken  up  by  any  selector  of  rural  land  to  £00  acres 
and  to  one  suburban  or  town  allotment.  It  pro- 
yides for  actual  occupation  and  improyement  of 
the  land,  and  I  think,  carries  out  generally  all 
that  those  who  approyed  of  this  deferred-payment 
sjretemr— and  thi^  are  many — desire  to  see  estab- 
lished. This  system,  in  two  instances  at  least,  is 
extended  beyond  the  usual  and  ordinary  limits — 
that  is,  in  respect  to  the  districts  of  Otago  and 
Southland,  in  which  prorision  is  made  n>r  the 
disposal  of  pastoral  lands  in  blocks  of  5,000  acres 
upon  this  system  of  deferred  payments.  The 
proyisions  with  respect  to  Ota^  are  contained 
in  the  90th  and  subsequent  dauses,  and  the  same 
proyisions  are  made  applicable  to  dealing  with 
pastoral  lands  in  Southland.  The  maeninery 
which  is  proyided  for  the  administration  of  these 
lands  is  by  Waste  Land  Board  in  all  the  jaro- 
nnciil  diitrifltf.  In  AiioUand  ud  Hawks's  Bay, 


where  no  Land  Boards  exist,  the  Gbyemor  i» 
giyen  power  to  constitute  them  ;  and  where  the 
Land  Boards  do  exist,  they  are  declared  to  be  the 
Land  Boards  under  this  Act,  and  to  hold  office 
until  the  end  of  next  year.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  BiU  proposes  to  repeal  the  Immigrants  Land 
Act,  which  was  enadUd  three  years  ago,  and 
operations  under  which  haye  not  been  found  to 
be  altogether  of  that  satisfiMtoiy  character  that 
was  anticipated  when  this  Aot  was  passed.  It 
also  does  eiTectiyely  what  has  on  seyeraT  occasions 
been  attempted  to  be  acoompUsliod  in  this  Legis- 
lature: it  abolishes  altogether  the  system  of 
making  beneyolences— as  I  haye  called  them  on 
seyenJT  occasions — to  Volunteers  out  of  the  lands 
of  the  colony.  Those  srants  of  land  did  not  con- 
fer upon  the  indiyiduaTYolunteer  the  benefit  that, 
was  intended,  and  they  cost  the  colony  a  great, 
deal  of  land.  I  haye  known  in  my  own  proyince 
cases  in  whioh  certificates  of  the  yalue  of  £80, 
entitling  the  holders  to  sixty  acres  of  land,  haye 
been  sold  for  £4  or  £6,  and  in  many  instances  for 
less.  The  Volunteer  Land  Acta  of  1866  and 
1867,  as  weU  as  seyeral  amending  Ordinances,  are 
declared  to  be  repealed.  AU  claims  which  haye 
accrued  are  proposed  to  be  sared.  There  is  » 
proyision  in  clause  12,  in  reference  to  pre-emptiye 
rights,  as  to  which,  no  doubt,  there  wUl  be  con- 
siderable difference  of  opinion.  A  general  power 
is  ffiyen  to  the  Gh>yemor  hj  the  next  clause  to 
make  reseryes  under  condition  that  the  returns 
of  those  reseryes  shaU  in  eyery  session  be  laid 
before  the  Assembly ;  and  that  whether  they  are 
to  become  permanent  reseryes  wiU  depend  on  the 
action  of  both  Houses.  The  BiU  also  proyides 
for  bringing  the  confiscated  lands  under  the 
ordinary  waste  lands  administration,  instead  of 
being,  as  at  present,  under  a  separate  adminis- 
tration. It  proyides  for  deaUnc  with  the  lands 
purchased  in  the  North  Island,  for  the  oom- 
pletion  of  purchases  which  haye  not  been  finaUy 
concluded,  and  for  dealing  with  lands  which  haye 
been  leased— as  they  haye  been  leased  to  a  yeiy 
considerable  extent — from  the  Natiyes  for  a 
period  of  years.  It  giyes  the  power  of  leasing 
those  lands  i  and  it  makes  another  arrangement 
with  respect  to  suireys  of  Natiye.  lands,  by  bring- 
ing aU  the  exbting  suryeys  of  such  lands  under 
the  Suryeyor-Ghsneral  of  the  colony,  instead  of 
beinff ,  as  they  are  at  present  placed  by  the  Natiye 
Lands  Act,  under  the  Inspector  of  Surreys.  There 
is  a  section  in  the  BiU  dsyoted  to  the  subjsct  of 
State  forests,  and  it  giyes  the  Gbyemor  yery  large 
powers — ^powers,  in£ed,  which  were  proposed  to 
be  oonforred,  to  a  great  extent,  upon  the  Oom* 
missioner  by  the  State  Foreets  Act.  There  are  a 
number  of  amendments  made  in  the  Waste  Lands 
Acts  in  foroe  in  the  seyeral  proyineial  dtstriotsi 
but  they  are  for  the  most  part  merely  of  a  tech- 
nioal  character,  in  order  to  bring  the  working  of 
those  Acts  into  conformity  with  the  new  general 
proyisions.  I  beg  to  moye  that  the  BiU  be  read  a 
second  time. 

•  The  Hon.  Oolonel  WHITMORB.--I  shaU 
support  this  BiU  as  it  stands.  I  do  not  altogether 
approye  of  the  principle  of  deferred  psmnent 
unless  accompanied  by  yeiy  strict  dis^waiinealion 
dauiM.    There  appeaa  to  be  grott  improprieljy 
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in  ihe  esewiM  of  ih*  ftmnduM  bj  penons  who 
aie  purobaMn  on  deferred  pejment;  and  the 
inflttenoe  ih^  vamj  eseroise  apon  Uie  Lagialakure 
if  this  prtvilege  ie  extended  all  OTer  the  ooanirj 
will  be  Teiy  mueh  against  the  interests  of  tbie 
colony.  I  think  that  under  the  eirenmstftnoee 
wo  baTo  no  nAt  to  refuse  to  pass  what  is  ohieflj 
a  maohiner  J  Bill,  or  OTon  to  oonsider  it  to  a  rery 
great  extent.  I  notice  yetj  oonsidsrable  iin- 
ppoyements  in  this  Bill  as  it  appears  hen  upon 
the  Bill  tHat  was  originally  inti^uoed  in  anotner 
nkoe,  and  to  which  I  gaye  a  great  deal  of  afe- 
lantion ;  and  I  think  the  omission  which  has 
ooouned  entirelj  adyantagBOus,  as  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session  it  would  be  quite  impossible 
for  us  to  enter  into  so  wide  a  question  as  that  of 
the  Oanterbuiy  leases.  If  there  is  any  attempt 
to  reintroduce  those  proruions  in  the  Bill,  it  will 
meet  with  most  determined  opposition  firom  me. 
There  is  no  less  than  four  years'  time  to  oonsidor 
ike  matter,  and  I  think  that  a  question  of  so 
mnob  importance  to  the  whole  country  should 
not  be  thvown  down  on  the  floor  of  this  Oouncil 
on  the  third  or  fourth  day  before  the  termination 
ol  the  session.  If  there  was  any  intention  to 
baye  introduced  those  clauses,  I  should  consider 
it  yecy  culpable  on  the  part  of  the  Gh>yemment 
to  have  kept  the  Bill  back  to  the  present  time. 
There  is  no  Bill  more  proper  to  be  first  intro- 
daoed  into  the  Legislatiye  Council  than  a  Waste 
Lands  Bill;  and  it  bos  been  kept  back,  kept 
bask,  all  the  time  that  we  haye  been  asking  to 
haye  business  brought  down  to  us.  I  do  not 
think  that  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  which  we  are 
disposed  always  to  enter  into  with  a  liberal 
spirit,  and  wiUi  the  utmost  desire  to  give  fair- 
play  and  to  oonsider  the  existing  claims  of 
earl^  settlerB,  clauses  of  that  kind  should  be 
huRied  into  this  Oounoil  in  the  last  few  days 
of  the  session,  as  I  understand  there  is  some 
dfmgsr  of.  We  shall  be  placed  upon  the 
horns  of  a  dilemma:  we  shall  either  have  to 
refuse  those  proposals,  and  thereby  to  a  cer^ 
tain  degree  prejudice  the  chance  of  the  persons 
interested  obtaining  what  they  wish,  of  we  shall 
»Uk  the  risk  of  doing  an  injustice  to  the  country, 
and  incurring  the  accusation  of  having  fisvoured 
a  (dass  who  certainly  are  not  in  a  majority  here, 
but  with  whom  we  are  popularly  supposed  to  sym- 
pathise. I  hare  only  to  say,  with  regard  to  the 
pfovisioDs  still  left  in  the  Bill,  that  I  see  nothing 
to  comi^n  of.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  arrange- 
ment for  repealing  the  Immigrants  and  Vblan- 
teers  Land  Acts.  To  a  great  extent  thew  things 
have  been  a  nuisance,  and  not  only  a  nuisance 
but  a  very  ereat  injustice  to  the  country,  because 
the  land  oraers  have  in  some  oases  been  very  un- 
worthily used.  The  ppovision  with  regard  to  the 
Waste  Land  Boards  is  one  which,  I  presume, 
could  not  be  avoided  under  the  circumstances.  It 
is  not  exactly  what  I  could  have  wished.  So 
long  as  the  Gbvemment  is  a  land-buying  and 
land-selling  institution,  I  should  prefer  that  there 
should  be  a  Crown  Lands  Commissioner  who 
diould  aot  distinctly  under  the  instructions  and 
on  the  responsibtliiy  of  a  Minister  of  Lands. 
Bat  I  pMsume  that  the  diiBoulty  under  which 
the  Qoverament  4»bour  in  thi«  case  may  bo  «f 


a  character  which  it  is  to  onr  interest  to  i 
them  in  throwing  off  their  shoulders.    There  ii 
very  great  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  them, 

.and  it  may  be  to  the  interest  of  tke  oonntiy  that 
they  should  be  ralieyed  of  that  preaaofe.    Bat, 

.with  respeot  to  the  deferred-payment  dauiei, 
hoooeable  gentlemen  will  see  that  this  svstem  is 
proposed  to  be  adopted  practioally  thnrng^outihe 
wh^  colonv  and  otherwise  enluged ;  and  I  am 
much  afeaid  that  a  very  larse  cUea  of  penom 
will  arise  under  it,  haying  a  distinct  interest  in 
upsetting  the  arrangement  they  haye  entered  inlo 
with  the  0ovemment  after  they  have  got  possee- 

,sion  of  Uieir  land.  I  think  it  would  be  only  judi- 
cious if  we  were  to  propose  next  seseion — ior  thii 
year,  periiaps,  we  have  not  time  to  go  into  the 
question — to  disfranchise  all  persona  who  hxM 
Und  under  deferred  payment.  This  question  of 
disfranohiiement  will  nave  to  be  considered  maeh 
more  widely  in  a  short  time ;  and  I  believe,  if  we 
do  not  wish  to  be  alternately  ruled  by  the  Ciiil 
Servioe  uid  by  the  persons  who  hoid  land  oa 
deferred  payment,  and  possibly  by  miners,  we 
ought  to  disfranchise  the  whole  of  those  dasees  of 
people— the  Civil  Service  more  eepeoially ;  for  that 
IS  bBcoming  a  power  in  tliii  country  which  we 
have  very  little  idea  of  as  yet,  and  the  destruction 
of  the  provinces  can  only  have  a  tendency  to  en- 
large the  Civil  Service.  The  purchasers  of  lend 
on  deferred  payment  will  in  a  very  short  time  be 

I  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  population,  sod 
their  interest  will  be  distinctly  to  repodiate  tbeir 
obligations.  I  do  not  say  they  would  do  that— 
'they  may  be  honoraUs  enough  not  to  do  it ;  bat 

I I  wish  to  point  out  that  su<m  would  be  tbeir  in- 
terest ;  and  I  think  it  oug^t  to  be  our  interest  to 
diBfiranohise  them  until  they  have  completed  tbeir 

?urchases.  The  miners  I  am  not  so  sore  about 
,  wish,  in  conclusion,  to  say  that  I  am  exoeedin^y 
pleased  to  find  that  the  Government  have  lo- 
iserted  in  this  Bill  the  clauses  for  the  protection 
I  of  tlie  State  forests,  and  I  think  they  deserve  greet 
I  credit  for  having  done  so.  It  would  be  exceed* 
■  ingly  dangerous,  in  a  purely  machinery  Bill,  to  in- 
I  troduce  any  amendments  of  in^»ortanoo  in  Com- 
'  mittee ;  ana  I  fed  quite  sure,  if  there  is  any  st- 
;  tempt  to  introduce  clauses  bearing  upon  the 
I  leasing  of  the  Canterbury  runs,  those  clauses  will 
j  eventually  be  thrown  out,  a  number  of  dm 
I  wasted,  and  we  shall  do  ourselves  great  discrecnt 
I  in  the  estimation  of  the  country  by  having  en- 
!  deavoured  to  carry  such  provisions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATBBHOUSB.-~I  mmt 
say  that  I  share  in  the  regret  expressed  by  the 
Cobnial  Secretary  that  a  Bill  of  tins  impoitsat 
character  should  have  been  introduced  intoUu* 
Council  at  so  advanced  a  period  of  the  sessioD. 
It  is  impossible,  in  the  short  time  now  left  at  our 
disposal,  to  devote  to  this  Bill,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  important  the  Colonial  Lepslature  is  oaljed 
upon  to  deal  with,  that  time  and  attention  which 
it  merito.  It  has  been  said  by  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  that  this 
is  purely  a  machinety  BUI.  If  the  Bill  were  of 
that  character  exclusively,  I  should  not  have  the 
same  objection  to  dealing  with  it  now  that  I  do 
experience.  But  it  is  far  more  than  a  macbinMT 
BuU    It  ia  a  Bill  dMling  with  grwt  priaoiipltf 
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which  hare  been  tried  upon  onlj  a  limited  scale  in 
the  colonj,  and  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  bring 
into  operation  throughout  the  colony ;  and  it  is 
Terr  unfortunate  that,  in  discussing  a  Bill  dealing 
with  such  great  principles  as  are  contained  in  this 
measure,  there  should  be  so  limited  an  amount  of 
time  at  our  disposal  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
grapple  with  them,  and  devote  to  them  the  time 
and  consideration  they  deserre.  I  must  saj  that 
to  a  great  extent  I  differ  from  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  as  to  the  course  we  should  adopt  in 
regard  to  this  BOl.  He  has  stated  that  he  thinks 
it  Terj  objectionable  that  we  should  make  any  ex- 
tenaiTe  aroendmente  in  the  Bill  itself.  Now,  so 
far  as  the  Bill  is  purely  a  machineiy  Bill,  it  is,  of 
course,  important,  and  indeed  necessary,  that  we 
should  pass  it.  There  ie  an  absolute  necessity  for 
the  providing  of  some  machinery  for  carrying  on 
the  administration  of  the  waste  lands,  now  that 
Froyincial  Gbvermnents  have  been  abolished  s  but 
I  think  that  at  the  present  advanced  period  of  the 
session  our  legislation  should  be  confined  to  pro- 
viding this  machinery,  and  that  the  other  and 
more  extensive  questions  that  are  opened  up  in 
this  Bill  should  be  deferred  to  another  session, 
when  there  will  be  time  at  our  disposal  to  devote 
to  them  the  attention  they  merit.  I  throw  this 
out  for  the  consideration  of  honorable  members. 
Any  honorable  member  who  has  endeavoured  to 
go  through  this  Bill  carefully  must  haTe  realized 
Uiat  it  was  impossible  in  its  present  shape,  in  the 
time  we  have  had,  to  comprehend  the  measure 
thoroughly.  Every  honorable  member  must  feel 
that,  if  we  pass  it  as  it  is,  we  shall  pass  a  Bill  of  a 
ereat  deal  of  the  details  of  which  we  are  ignorant. 
It  03^  be  said  that  the  Bill  is  to  be  renrred  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  I  admit  it  is  so  $ 
but  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  in  the  yery 
limited  time  it  will  have  to  devote  to  ti^is  mea- 
sure, will  not  be  able  to  make  itself  master  of  the 
detaib  contained  in  the  Bill.  It  mus^  agree  to  a 
report  when  to  a  great  extent  in  ignorance  of  the 
Bill  itself;  and  it  is  not  desirable  in  the  interests 
of  Pariiament»  in  the  interests  of  the  country,  tdiat 
peat  and  important  questions  of  this  sort  should 
be  legislated  upon  in  this  manner.  As  regards 
the  abolition  of  the  Immiorants  Land  Act  of 
1878, 1  may  state  at  once  that  I  Tiew  tliat  with 
great  satis&ction.  I  remember  that  that  Bill 
was  introduced  with  a  mat  flourish  of  trumpets, 
and  at  the  time  brought  a  considerable  amount 
of  pooularity  upon  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
introauoed  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Colonial  Legist 
lature— an  amount  of  popularity  that,  after  three 
▼ears,  is  only  eqnalleoi  by  the  amount  of  popu- 
larity obtained  by  that  honorable  gentleman 
when  he  indicated  his  intention,  early  in  the 
session,  to  propose  its  repeal.  I  siways  believed 
that  the  measure  was  a  delusion,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  attended  by  any  public  benefit 
whatever;  and  I  see  that  that  view  is  realised. 
This  is  the  second  of  the  political  bubbles  of  late 
years  that  we  have  seen  collapse  during  the  pre- 
sent session ;  and  I  wish  I  ooiud  believe  that  tney 
are  not  the  precursors  of  a  noble  army  of  martyrs 
that  will  follow  in  succeeding  years.  The  ques- 
tion of  Uie  constitution  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Boards  is  one  of  veiy  ooDsidera|)le  importance 


indeed,  and  I  could  wish  that  in  this  measure 
that  question  had  been  dealt  with  in  a  more  oom- 
prehensi've  and  more  satisfibotory  manner.  These 
Boards  should  either  be  of  an  independent  cha- 
racter,  or  else  be  done  away  with  entirely.  As 
they  are  proposed  to  be  adopted,  they  will  merely 
serve  as  buffers  between  the  GoTemment  and  the 
public.  They  will  relieve  the  Gbvemment  from 
a  great  deal  of  reaponsibtlitT^  that  would  other^ 
wise  attach  to  them,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
the^  will  not  nossess  that  independent,  power 
which  will  enable  them  efficiently  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  public.  I  will  refer  to  the  great 
and  important  principles  introduced  into  this 
BUI.  The  Colonial  Secretary  alluded  to  the  fttot 
that,  as  regarded  deferred  payments,  which  are 
now  made  of  universal  application  throughout  the 
colony  by  this  Bill,  town  and  suburban  as  well 
as  rural  lands  would  be  affected.  It  is  iUustra* 
tive  of  the  want  of  attention  paid  to  this  Bill 
elsewhere,  and  of  the  attention  which,  if  it  is  to 
pass  into  law  this  session,  it  is  requisite  we  should 
devote  to  it,  that  there  are  in  these  parts  provi«' 
sions  which  show  that  there  has  been  no  thorough 
consideration  of  the  details  of  this  portion  of  the 
Bill.  For  instance,  while  it  is  proposed  that 
town  and  suburban  lands  should  be  sold  on  the 
system  of  deferred  fjayment,  I  find,  as  a  oondt« 
tion  of  the  acquisition  of  such  land  on  those 
terms,  that  a  selector  shall  in  one  year  bring  into' 
cultivation  not  less  than  a  twentieth  of  the  hmd  i 
that  he  shall  within  two  years  bring  into  onlti- 
Tation  not  less  than  a  tenth  of  the  land,  and  so  on. 
According  to  the  Bill,  eyen  town  and  suburban 
lands  must  be  aetuallv  brought  into  a  state  of 
cuMvation.  I  only  refer  to  this  as  iUnstratiye  of 
the  considerable  amount  of  amendment  required 
in  this  Bill,  and  I  mention  it  because  it  is  sug*- 
gestiye  of  the  idea  that^  at  this  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  we  can  scaxtoely  devote  to  the  mea^ 
sure  itself  that  tim^  and  attention  which  will 
enable  as  to  make  it  a  workable  measure*  With 
regard  to  the  huge  series  of  amendments  in  thd 
seeend  to  the  tenth  parts  of  the  Bill  inclnsiye,  I 
will  only  say  that  I  belieye  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible for  any  person,  without  devottng  several 
days  to  the  subject,  to  understand  what  these 
amendflMnts  are,  and  how  hoe  they  will  work  in 
unison.  These  reasons  lead  me  to  tlie  oondosiofei 
that,  while  it  is  absolutely  neoessary  that  we 
shoidd  pass  a  portion  of  the  Bill,  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  public  that  the  other  portions, 
which  are  not  connected  with  the  simple  ma- 
ohinerv  provided  for  carrying  on  the  administra- 
tion of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  should  be 
held  over  for  another  session. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASBB.~Sir,  I  imagine 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhonse  did  not  clearly 
understand  what  fell  from  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore.  I  understood  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  to  say  that  he  objected  altogether  to 
any  attempt  at  re-introducing  into  this  Bill  cer- 
tain clauses  connected  with  the  Canterbury  leases 
which  were  stroek  out  by  the  representatives  of 
the  people.  He  said  he  would  set  his  face  against 
that,  and  I  hope  the  whole  Council  will  do  so  too. 
A  great  many  of  us  in  this  Council  being  con- 
ne^^ed  with  wool-growing,  I  think  it  would  be 
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▼erj  wrong  on  onr  part  to  re-infcroduoe  those 
aUuses.  I  apprehend  that  was  the  meaning  of 
the  remariu  made  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore, 
and  he  will  hare  my  hearty  astistanoe  in  earryine 
out  those  views.  I  quite  agree  with  what  feU 
from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhonse  with  regard  to 
the  Waste  Land  Boards.  Erer  since  1  haye 
been  in  the  colony  I  haye  objected  to  the  Waste 
Land  Boards.  1  haye  neyer  seen  them  work 
well.  Certainly,  in  Otago  they  haye  neyer  worked 
well.  I  recollect  that  at  one  time  we  had  no  less 
t^ian  twelye  or  fifteen  Waste  Land  Commis* 
sioners ;  bat  the  Hon.  the  Speaker,  at  one  swoop, 
cleared  them  all  out  Then  there  was  a  new 
system  introduced,  and  that  did  not  work  well. 
I  haye  neyer  yet  seen  a  Waste  Land  Board 
giye  satisfaction  in  Otaeo;  and  I  think  the 
sooner  the  Watte  Land  Boards  are  done  away 
with  the  better.  Why  should  we  haye  a  sys- 
tem dilFerent  from  the  other  Anstralian  colo- 
nies, where  the  Chief  Suryeyor  is  the  Waste 
LandBoardP  Let  the  Waste  Lands  Boeid come 
face  to  hoe  with  the  Goyemment,  and  do  not  let  us 
permit  the  appointment  of  half  a  dosen  guinea- 
pigs,  who  can  be  remoyed  by  the  Gh>yemment, 
and  whOf  of  course,  are  the  seryants  of  the  Gh>- 
yemment.  I  call  them  guinea-pigs  because  they 
reoeiye  a  guinea  a  week.  It  is  just  like  haying  a 
member  of  the  Ciyil  Seryice  here,  holding  a  yery 
high  appointment,  the  duties  of  which  should  l»e 
pwformed  independently ;  but  if  he  receiyes  pay 
from  the  GK>yemment  outside  his  office  he  is  no 
longer  independent,  and  should  no  longer  hold 
that  appointment.  There  is  a  yery  strange 
noyelty  mtroduced  into  thia  BUI,  which  I  think 
will  be  a  yery  great  blessing  to  the  part  of  the 
country  from  which  I  come.  I  mean  the  disposal 
of  pastoral  land  in  blocks  on  deferred  payments. 
I  think  that  is  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  which 
oould  be  introduoed  into  Otago  or  elsewhere  in 
the  interests  of  settlement ;  bMause,  although  we 
haye  a  aumber  of  runs  in  Otago— I  think  about 
800 — ^how  yery  lew  of  those  holding  runs  are 
liying  on  them !  They  are  liying  at  the  centres 
of  population  or  at  Home,  doing  no  earthly  good 
whateyer  in  their  own  localities.  I  shall  make 
eyery  effort  in  my  power  to  preyent  any  tamper- 
ing with  this  BiU,  lest  it  should  be  thrown  out 
when  it  is  sent  back  to  the  other  House.  I  con- 
sider that  would  be  a  yery  great  misfortune, 
because  I  think  that  this  new  system  which  is 
about  to  be  introduoed,  and  which  has  the  con- 
sent of  the  whole  of  Otago,  will  be  a  great  bless- 
ing. I  shall  support  the  Bill,  and  resist  eyery 
attempt  made  to  tamper  with  it. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr,  HALL. — I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
on  this  occasion  agree  with  much  that  has  fallen 
from  the  Colonial  Secretaiy,  and  I  trust  that  the 
Council  will  rather  take  the  yiew  of  the  case 
expressed  b^  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse.  I  think 
this  Council,  and  the  persons  affected  by  the 
Bill,  haye  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Goyemment  in  the  way  they  haye  dealt  with 
this  subject.  My  honorable  friend  was  surely 
fuetious  when  he  said  that  this  was  a  mere 
machinery  BilL  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
expects  us  to  belieye  that,  he  must  assume  that 
«e  are  not  going  to  road  the  Bill.    It  oontaias 


machinery,  it  is  true;  but  it  contains  a  great 
deal  more.  It  introduces  a  land  policy  of  a 
radical  and  noyel  character.  If  the  Goyemment 
really  meant  this  question  to  be  dealt  with  during 
the  present  session,  th^  oueht  to  haye  brought 
it  under  the  consideration  or  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  and  before  this  branch  at  such  a 
time  as  would  enable  us  to  giye  it  that  carefbl 
attention  which  a  question  of  this  importance 
absolutely  requires.  I  think  it  is  yery  unde- 
sirable that  this  Council  should  be  depriyed,  as 
we  now  are,  of  the  opportunity  of  putting  a  che6k 
on  hasty  leffislation,  which  in  matters  connected 
with  waste  lands  is  perhaps  more  neoessaxy  than 
in  any  other.  Tet  if  we  are  really  to  go  into 
the  large  questions  inyoWed  in  thu  Bill,  I  sty 
we  are  practically  deprived  of  this  opportunity ; 
because,  eyen  if  it  is  referred  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhoiue 
has  said,  to  do  it  anything  like  justice  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  would  haye  to  consider  it  day 
after  day  for  seyeral  days  ;  and  it  will  be  a  mere 
shun  if,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  they  pre- 
tend to  say  that  the  clauses  are  correct,  or  that 
they  reqTiire,  or  do  not  requiie,  alteration.  How- 
eyer  assiduously  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
may  appljr  themselyes  to  that  task,  I  defy  them 
to  do  justice  to  it  in  the*  short  time  that,  in  sU 
probability,  will  be  at  their  disposal.  My  own 
yiew,  therefore,  is  that  the  proper  (bourse  to  take 
would  be  that  suggested  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  :  that  we  slrould  pass  the  absolutely  neoes- 
saiT  alterations  in  the  administratiye  machineiy, 
and  leaye  the  larger  questions  inyoWed  to  be  dealt 
with  in  a  subsequent  session.  We  haye  been  told 
lately,  in  connection  with  other  subjects,  that  it  is 
only  a  few  months  before  Pariiament  will  meet 
again,  and  this  question  can  yery  well  stand  o?er 
for  that  time.  It  should  not  be  forced  on  us  at  a 
time  when  we  really  cannot  discuss  it.  A  consi- 
derable number  of  members  are  away,  and  befivre 
the  matter  comes  to  a  yote  more  members  will 
haye  left.  The  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  referred 
to  the  extension  of  the  system  of  deferred  pay- 
ments ;  and  to  a  considerable  extent  I  agree  with 
his  remarks.  I  yery  much  doubt  whether  the 
system  of  deferred  payments  will  haye  that  effect 
in  the  hondJUU  settlement  of  the  country  that 
many  persons  anticipate.  All  I  know  is,  that 
in  the  part  of  the  country  where  I  haye  lired 
so  long,  we  haye  neyer  haot  any  system  of  that 
kind,  and  actual  bond  fide  agricultural  settle- 
ment there  is  in  excess  of  that  which  exists 
in  any  other  part  of  the  colony  of  the  same 
siae.  The  system  of  payment  for  the  land  of  a 
sulBcient  fixed  price,  cash  down,  has  answered 
there,  and  has  brought  under  cultiyation  a 
greater  amount  of  land,  has  distributed  it  in  a 
larger  number  of  holdings,  than  in  any  other 
proyince.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  to 
see  a  land  system  which  has  existed  so  long  and 
worked  so  well  in  that  proyince  interfered  with. 
There  has  been  no  demand  from  that  part  of 
the  country  for  any  such,  alteration.  T|ie  politicsl 
disadyantages  of  this  system  the  Hon.  Colimel 
Whitmore  has  not  oyer-rated ;  and  it  is  of  im- 
portance to  consider  whether,  if  danger  exists 
under  the  deferred-payments  system  in  opeistioD 
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hitherto,  it  will  not  he  immensely  increased  when 
we  extend  that  system  to  another  class  of  people 
— people  more  well-to-do  in  the  world,  more 
aotire-minded,  and  who  take  a  more  active  and 
influential  part  in  politics — ^namely,  those  to  whom 
yon  propose  to  sell  large  blocks  of  pastoral  land 
on  defened  payments.  If  you  extend  the  system 
of  deferred  payments  in  that  way,  I  agree  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  the  time  may  come 
when  no  Ghoremment  will  be  able  to  stand  against 
these  deferred-payment  holders  unless  it  agrees  to 
make  unreasonable  concessions  from  time  to  time. 
Thehistoiy  of  deferred-payments  in  other  colonies, 
as  &r  as  1  am  aware,  nas  been  in  that  direction. 
I  should  like  to  know  from  the  Colonial  Secretary 
what  is  the  policy  of  the  GoTernment  in  this 
respect.  The  deferred-payment  clauses  in  the 
early  part  of  the  Bill  were  in  it  when  the  measure 
was  mtroduced  by  the  GoTemnient;  but  the 
latter  part  of  the  clauses,  and  the  most  important 
part,  is  a  mere  recommendation  by  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee — a  yery  small  proportion  of  the 
Legislature.  I  have  not  heard  that  any  reason 
has  been  given  by  the  Government  for  the  adop- 
tion of  so  large  and  important  a  change.  I  must 
say  that  I  think  the  introduction  and  passing, 
almost  without  debate,  at  an  advanced  hour  iu 
the  morning,  of  a  provision  effecting  so  radical  a 
change  in  the  land  policy  of  the  country,  without 
leading  or  guidance  by  the  Gt>vemmeDt,  is  a 
matter  of  wmch  we  have  great  reason  to  complain. 
Referring  to  the  clauses  affecting  the  pastoral 
tenants  of  Canterbury,  I  think  they  also  have 
very  strong  reason  to  complain.  I  must  confess 
that  before  the  Session  commenced,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  through  the  newspapers  tliat  the 
Qovemment  proposed  to  deal  with  this  question 
at  the  present  time,  because  the  leases  do  not  run 
out  for  nearly  four  years.  When,  however,  that 
was  one  of  tae  subjects  included  in  the  policy  of 
the  Government  so  long  ago,  I  think  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  Gt>verament  to  bring  it  be- 
fore the  other  branoh  of  the  Legislature  at  such 
a  time  as  would  give  it  a  fair  chance  of  receiving 
full  consideration.  That  is  what  the  Govern- 
ment have  entirely  failed  to  do.  I  think  it  is 
a  matter  for  very  great  regret  that  the  subject 
has  been  shelved ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
matter  for  much  surprise  that  the  members  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  should  »lielre  a 
subject  brought  before  it  at  the  end  of  the  session. 
The  raising  of  the  question  and  dealing  with  it 
in  that  way  has  inflicted  a  very  great  injury  on 
many  industrious  and  enterprising  men  —  men 
who  have  done  more,  perhaps, '  than  any  other 
class  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  colony. 
It  has  thrown  an  amount  of  uncertainty  over  all 
pastoral  property  in  Canterbury,  that  has  depre- 
ciated, and  must  depreciate,  the  value  of  it  to  a 
veiy  large  extent.  It  has  created  anxiety  and 
uneasiness  where  it  need  not  have  existed,  and 
has  spread  abroad  an  impression  that  Parliament 
is  not  prepared  to  deal  with  this  subject  in  that 
sfnrit  m  fairness  in  which  I  believe  it  will  deal 
with  it  when  properly  brought  forward.  There- 
fore,  I  say  again  that  I  think  the  Government 
has  not  dealt  fairly  with  the  large  interests  which 
m  at  stake.    The  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  objects 

VOL.  ZZUL— 79. 


to  Waste  lAuds  Boards,  which  he  says  never 
worked  well  in  Otago.  I  am  afraid  Otago  may 
have  been  rather  unfortunate  in  that  respect.  I 
believe  there  is  a  political  element  introduced 
into  the  Otago  Waste  Lands  Board,  containing 
as  it  does  one  or  two  members  of  the  Provin- 
cial Government.  That  is  a  very  objectionable 
principle.  If,  however^  my  honorable  friend  had 
taken  an  opportunity  of  collecting  any  informa- 
tion regarding  the  public  feeling  of  Canterbury, 
and  our  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Board,  he  would  find  that  there  had 
been  no  complaint  whatever.  I  do  not  know 
any  institution  that  has  given  greater  satisfaction 
to  all  classes  of  the  community  than,  speaking 
generally,  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  of  Canterbury 
have  done.  There  has  been  no  kind  of  suspicion 
of  partiality — there  has  never  been  any  charge 
or  the  slightest  imputation  of  partiality  —  and 
nothing  but  the  most  perfect  independence  and 
most  thorough  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Board  to 
do  their  duty  fairly.  So  far,  therefore,  as  our 
experience  can  be  of  any  account,  we  should  be 
sorry  to  see  that  system  altered.  If  this  Bill  is 
to  go  before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  I  shall 
do  my  best  to  deal  with  it ;  but  I  must  say  that 
the  Government  ought  not  to  expect  us  to  hurry 
over  the  Bill.  If  we  are  to  do  anything  like  our 
duty,  we  must  take  time  over  it,  and  must  have 
tiie  session  extended  to  whatever  length  may  be 
necessary  tq  enable  us  to  deal  fairly  with  it.  If 
not,  I  shall  entirely  object  to,  and  do  my  best  to 
oppose,  any  legislation  whatever  on  the  subject. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  would  merely 
reiterate  what  has  been  already  paid  regarding  the 
short  time  we  have  had  this  Bill  in  our  hands, 
and  our  utter  inabiUty  to  master  all  its  details. 
This  Bill  perpetuates  in  some  of  the  provinces 
the  bad  system  of  a  variety  of  prices  for  land. 
I  quite  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  that  no 
system  has  ever  been  devised,  either  in  New  Zea- 
land or  any  Australian  colony,  which  lias  worked 
so  uniformly  well  as  that  of  Canterbury.  It  has 
not  only  afforded  satisfaction  to  the  labouring 
classes,  but  it  has  not  interfered  unduly  with 
any  section  of  the  community.  The  result  of  the 
Canterbury  land  law  is,  that  there  is  more  bond 
fide  settlement,  more  agriculture,  a  denser  popu- 
lation in  Canterbury,  in  proportion  to  its  area, 
than  there  is  in  any  other  part  of  New  Zealand, 
and  I  might  say,  in  any  part  of  (he  colonies.  The 
system  has  worked  admunably.  I  hare  my«elf 
purchased  under  it,  and  I  was  very  well  satisfied. 
With  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Board,  I  can  testify  that  although  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  there  might  have  been  a 
tendency  to  favouritism,  yet  a  more  upright  or 
honorable  Board  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with. 
With  regard  to  the  system  of  deferred  payments, 
I  will  omy  say  that  the  land  now  open  in  a  great 
portion  of  the  Middle  Island  is  so  &r  removed 
from  the  centres  of  population,  that  I  think  if  we 
grant  the  privilege  at  all,  we  ought  to  gire  the 
land  in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  of  some  use  to 
the  settlers.  I  think  that  every  man  taking  up 
land  should  be  able  to  get  half  a  square  mile  or 
320  acres.  I  have  made  it  m^  business  to  inquire 
how  the  system  has  worked  in  Otago,  and,  from 
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ftU  that  I  liftTe  iMrned,  it  liM  beea  a  saooest  in 
that  proTinoe.  But  we  mntt  noolleot  that  f  iooe 
the  sjttem  was  intToduoed,  the  Board  hat  been 
in  good  handf,  and  it  has  been  administered  in 
sueh  a  way  that  there  has  been  no  ooilusion,  and 
no  attempt  at  eoUusion  has  been  permitted. 
Therefore),  nothing  that  has  transpired  heretofore 
woald  lead  me  to  beliete  that  the  system  has 
been  anything  bat  a  suooess.  With  regard  to 
State  forests,  I  think  more  strineent  regulations 
are  necessary  to  preyent  their  being  cat  down 
indiscriminately.  Under  the  present  system,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  timber  is  wasted ;  but 
with  more  careful  management,  I  beUero  thatt>ur 
forests  might  be  made  to  produce  a  very  much 
lai|^  income  to  the  State,  and  be  as  profitable  to 
those  who  work  them.  There  is  one  suggestion  to 
which  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  GK>Tem- 
ment  in  oonnection  with  this  matter.  I  twliere 
it  would  be  desirable  to  sell  exhausted  forest  land 
onW  on  condition  that  it  should  be  fenced  in  and 
replanted,  in  order  that  we  might  hare  trees  at 
some  future  period.  Now  I  come  to  the  clause 
that  deals  with  the  disposal  of  Uocks  of  land  on 
deferred  payments  for  mefoij  pastoral  purposes. 
I  belicTe  it  has  been  determined  that  this  system 
shall  only  apply  to  Otago ;  but  I  cannot  under- 
stond  why  it  snould  not  also  apply  to  the  whole 
colony :  my  own  impression  is,  that  the  same  law 
should  apply  everywhere.  This  strikes  me  more 
particularly  now,  when  all  differences  between 
prorinces  are  to  be  done  away  with.  Why 
should  we  now  continne  to  have  different  regula- 
tions for  the  sale  of  lands  lying  side  by  side  ? 
For  example,  on  one  side  of  the  Waitaki  the 
upset  price  of  land  is  40s.  per  acre  ;  whereas  on 
the  other  the  upset  price  of  land,  of  equal  value, 
is  20b.  an  acre.  With  regard  to  the  extent  of 
these  holdings,  there  may  be  circumstences  in 
which  it  would  be  desirable  to  give  even  a  larger 
quantity  than  6,000  acres.  For  example,  it 
becomes  a  question  whether  6,000  acres  of  hill- 
tops— of  purely  pastoral  counti^ — would  be  suffi- 
cient to  support  a  family  in  anything  Uke  com- 
fortable circumstences.  I  doubt  whether  it  would 
be.  Five  thonsand  acres  would  carry  about  1,500 
sheep,  the  profite  from  which  would  be  £S00  to 
£400  a  year  at  the  most.  That  would  not  be  a 
very  large  income  to  support  a  family.  I  hold, 
therefore,  tliat  if  this  privilege  is  granted  ut  all, 
the  proviso  should  read  "  not  less  than  5,000  nor 
more  than  10,000  acres."  Besides,  circumstances 
might  render  it  desirable  that  a  larger  quantity 
should  be' given  in  order  to  teke  in  any  particular 
part  of  country.  Then  there  is  this  other  con- 
sideration :  A  settler  with  640  acres  of  level  land 
might  desire  to  possess  a  hilly  run  immediately 
adjoining.  Are  we  to  prevent  that  person  ac- 
quiring a  few  thousand  acres  adjoining  his  home- 
stead simply  because  he  cannot  make  it  conve- 
nient or  profitable  to  live  on  5,000  acres  P  That 
I  consider  is  unreasonable;  I  think  an  addi- 
tion should  be  made  to  the  clause  permitting 
persons  to  purchase  land  adjoining  their  present 
holdings,  under  pre-emptive  riehte.  Tliose  are 
the  only  peculiarities  that  strike  me  in  looking 
over  the  Bill.  It  would  teke  several  days,  how- 
ever, to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 


Bill,  as  there  are  such  frequent  references  in  it 
to  other  Aote  which  have  been  passed  during  the 
last  eleven  years. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— There  is  no  donhfe 
a  great  deal  of  truth  in  what  has  fallen  from 
some  honorable  members,  namely,  that  this  is  m, 
Bill  of  such  an  important  character,  and  affecting; 
so  many  different  Acte,  that  it  is  somewhat  difficult 
for  us,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  to  grasp  the 
contents  with  as  much  care  as  we  would  othe^ 
wise  wish.  I  have  endeavoured  myself,  daring 
the  short  time  we  have  had,  to  look  through  the 
Bill  as  carefully  as  possible ;  and  it  reafiy  appears 
that  a  large  portion  of  it  consiste  purely  of  ma- 
chinery. In  looking  through  those  clauses  which 
affect  the  part  of  the  country  I  live  in,  I  find  that 
no  amendment  of  any  consequence  is  proposed 
in  the  regulations ;  and  although  some  very  con- 
siderable excisions  have  been  made  in  different 
clauses,  still  I  find  that  they  are  mainly  of  a 
technical  character.  The  principal  features  of 
the  Bill  appeared  to  be,  in  the  first  place,  to  pro- 
vide for  administration  in  the  shape  of  Waste 
Lands  Boards  where  they  do  not  exist  at  present ; 
and,  secondly,  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  de- 
ferred paymente  throughout  the  whole  ofAonj, 
These  appear  to  be  the  main  features  of  the  Bill ; 
and  I  think  that  perhaps,  by  dose  application,  we 
may  be  able  to  consider  these  in  a  fair  manner, 
even  at  this  period  of  the  session.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  constitution  of  the  different  Waste 
Lands  Boards,  it  appears  to  me,  from  my  own 
little  experience  of  the  matter,  that  certainly  the 
best  means  of  forming  these  Boards  is  by  appoint- 
ment by  the  Governor.  And  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying,  that  I  think  a  most  improper 
stigma  was  oast  on  the  members  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Boacds,  by  saying  that  they  are  directly 
under  the  influence  of  the  Government,  becauee 
they  receive  a  guinea  a  sitting.  I  think  that  most 
of  us  who  have  had  experience  in  this  matter, 
have  found  that  the  members  so  appointed  are 
men  of  yery  independent  character,  who  would 
not  allow  themselves  to  be  dictated  to  by  any 
Government.  They  feel  that  they  are  placed  in 
this  position  to  administer  the  waste  lands  of  the 
province  in  a  fair,  equitable,  and  just  manner. 
With  reference  to  the  system  of  deferred  pay- 
ments, it  seems  to  me  that  the  restrictions  wliich 
are  placed  upon  the  holding  and  possession  of 
ground  which  is  so  to  be  parted  with  are  veiy 
strict  indeed.  In  fact,  it  would  be  a  matter 
for  consideration  whether  we  have  not  been  a 
little  too  stringent  in  the  restrictions  which  hare 
been  made.  I  agree  with  my  honorable  friend 
Kr.  Holmes  in  what  he  said  as  to  the  area  of 
land  which  persons  might  be  allowed  to  occupy. 
I  think  it  would  be  fairer  to  allow  a  person  to 
occupy  320  acres  than  200  acres.  The  provision 
that  no  selector  who  has  parted  with  his  land 
can  again  select  during  the  remainder  of  his  li£», 
is,  I  think,  an  extreme  restriction.  There  are 
many  cases  in  which  selectors  might  have  land 
adjoining  each  other,  and  it  might  be  to  the  ad- 
vantege  of  both  that  one  should  sell  the  land  he 
had  selected  to  the  other.  I  think  that,  in  8U<^ 
a  case^  the  seller  should  not  be  precluded  from 
selecting  again  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  this 
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seems  to  me  to  be  a  proTision  which  requires 
consideration  if  not  modification.  Another  point 
which  ha8  been  aUuded  to  in  regard  to  this  Bill 
is,  that  pro?ision  is  made  for  the  right  to  pur- 
chase pastoral  land  up  to  5,000  acres.  That 
seems  to  be  too  large  a  power  to  giro.  It  is  not 
a  system  which  would  meet  with  mj  approral  at 
present,  beoaueo  it  would  allow  Terj  largo  hold* 
mgs  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  persons  as  freeholds 
for  such  sums  as  would  be  little  more  than  those 
which  would  be  receired  if  the  lands  were  leased. 
We  shall  be  pnrting  with  freeholds  for  20s.  an 
aero,  the  purchasers  having  fifteen  years  in  which 
to  paj  the  money,  and  consequently  the  real 
purchase  money  will  only  be  Is.  Sd.  per  acre, 
which  seems  to  me  to  be  too  small  a  price.  I  do 
not  see  why  there  should  be  so  much  difference 
made  between  the  pastoral  and  ordinary  lands. 
With  reference  to  what  has  been  said  respecting 
the  Canterbury  leases,  I  can  only  say  that  I  do 
not  feel  myself  in  a  position  to  speak  regarding 
the  question,  as  the  clauses  bearing  on  the  subject 
are  not  before  us.  There  is,  howeyer,  no  doubt 
that  the  tampering  or  dealing,  or  threatened 
dealing,  with  land  at  a  future  time,  unsettles  very 
much  the  position  cf  persons  who  have  obtained 
large  advances  upon  such  properties ;  and  that,  I 
think,  does  not  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  I  should  not  wish  to  have  people 
always  liable  to  these  sudden  changes.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  absolutely  necessary  that  some  mea- 
sure respecting  the  administration  of  the  waste 
lands  of  the  colony  should  be  passed  this  session ; 
in  (act,  I  do  not  see  how  the  waste  lands  aro  to 
be  administered  unless  some  Bill  of  this  sort  is 
passed.  It  may  be  considered  necessary  to  strike 
out  sAne  clauses  in  this  Bill,  which,  I  think, 
might  be  properly  considered  eren  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session.  I  shall  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  iu  the  hope  that  we  may  be 
now  making  a  start  in  the  direction  of  consoli- 
dating the  laws  referring  to  the  waste  lands  of  the 
colony,  and  having  one  general  law  instead  of  a 
number  of  different  ones,  as  is  at  present  the  case. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL.  —  Sir,  I  think 
it  is  desirable  that  the  Council  should  consider 
what  this  Bill  really  means.  It  is  a  Waste  Lauds 
Administration  BiU  :  that  is  to  say,  it  is  intended 
to  enable  the  General  G-overnment  to  carry  on 
the  functions  hitherto  carried  on  by  Provincial 
Governments.  I  do  not  see  how,  at  this  period 
of  the  session,  we  can  properly  discuss  a  Bill 
which  is  full  of  totally  new  features.  I  will  refer 
honorable  gentlemen  to  the  Otago  portion  of  the 
Bill.  Now,  in  Otago  we  are  quite  satisfied  with 
our  land  laws,  and  could  get  on  very  well  with 
them',  but  this  Bill  proposes  estirely  new  laws. 
Clause  87  of  the  Bill  says  :  **  *  The  Otago  Waste 
Lands  Act,  1872,'  is  hereby  amended  as  follows : — 
Sections  6  to  13  inclusive,  15  to  25  inclusive, 
46  to  64  indusire,  section  85,  and  the  second 
sobadule  to  the  ninth  schedule  inclusive,  are 
hereby  repealed."  Kow,  you  would  have  to  go 
through  the  whole  of  tlie  Bill  to  see  how  any 
pWe  was  really  nir>cted.  Again,  clau*ie  88  says : 
" '  The  Otago  Wusto  Lands  Administration  Act, 
1874,'  is  hereby  amended  as  follows: — Section  2, 
lines  6  and  7,  omit  '  Superintendent/  sabstitnte 


'Board.'  Section  3,  lines  1  and  2,  the  words 
'  with  the  consent  of  the  Superintendent,'  are  herO" 
by  repealed.  Sections  7  and  8  are  hereby  re* 
pealed."  Now,  I  contend,  that  to  go  through  a 
Bill  of  this  great  importance  proper^  would  take 
at  least  a  week.  You  haye  got  to  consider  the 
clauses  as  bearing  on  the  clauses  that  are  repealed, 
and  yet  we  are  asked  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session  to  discuss  the  Bill.  I  hope  the  Bill  will 
be  confined  simply  to  administration  until  the 
neit  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  and  we  can  then 
discuss  the  whole  policy  as  to  the  disposal  of 
land«.  As  regards  the  pastoral  lands  which  are 
proposed  to  be  sold  on  deferred  payments,  I 
think  it  would  be  very  undesirable  to  force  people 
to  live  on  some  lands  that  I  know.  Why  should 
a  man  be  told  that  he  must  either  Uto  perhaps 
on  the  top  of  a  hill,  at  an  altitude  of  5,000  or 
6,000  feet,  or  else  give  up  his  land?  Those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  are  at  well  acquainted 
with  the  lands  of  the  colony  as  I  am,  must  see 
the  absurdity  of  such  a  provision  as  that.  I  do 
not  think  an  area  of  5,000  acres  of  pastoral  land 
is  enouffh  for  any  man  to  get  a  living  out  of, 
especially  when  I  consider  that  in  some  cases  it 
takes  five  or  six  aores  to  run  a  single  sheep.  Ton 
cannot  in  these  high  countries  manage  the  sheep 
unless  you  have  the  land  fenced  in,  and  it  would 
be  impossible  to  fence  some  land.  I  think  the 
whole  thing  can  be  allowed  to  remain  over  till 
next  session.  I  hope,  in  any  case,  that  the  clauses 
I  have  objected  to  will  be  struck  out. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLBN.-^ir,  in  this  as  in 
many  other  cases  where  anything  goes  wrong, 
the  first  disposition  is  to  find  some  one  to  bear 
the  blame,  and  the  Government  has  been  thought 
to  bo  the  most  convenient  horse  to  put  the  saddle 
of  blame  upon.  Honorable  gentlemen  must  re- 
member that  however  desirous  the  Gk>vemmeut 
may  have  been  to  have  this  question  of  waste 
lands  disposed  of  by  the  Legislature  at  an  earlier 
period,  they  have  not  been  able  to  determine 
upon  the  day  on  which  honorable  gentlemen 
in  another  place  would  aUow  the  matter  to  be 
considered.  This  Bill  has  been  for  some  time 
before  Pariiament,  and  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  been  disposed  to  have  it  settled  is, 
I  think,  to  say  that  which  is  hardly  warranted 
under  the  ciroumstances.  I  do  not  think  that 
honorable  gentlemen  will  refuse  to  give  to  this 
Bill  the  consideration  which  it  requires.  It  is 
indispensable  that  this  Bill  slioula  be  passed. 
If  the  session  were  allowed  to  dose  without 
making  the  provision  which  is  proposed  to  be 
made  in  thia  BiU  for  the  administmtion  of  the 
waste  lands,  it  would  be  impossible  to  sell  land 
during  the  recess ;  and,  after  all,  the  questions 
of  policy  raised  by  this  BiU  are  not  of  a  veiy 
important  character.  The  principal  point  in  it 
is  the  provision  that  land  shall  be  sold  on  de- 
ferred payments.  That  question  has  been  dis- 
cussed in  this  Council  again  and  again,  and  it  has 
met  with  the  approval  of  a  majori^  of  members. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  the  existing  policy 
in  the  waste  lands  administsation  of  the  largest 
provinces  in  the  colony.  The  question  which  this 
BiU  raises  is,  whether  the  system  of  seUing  land 
on  deferred  pajment  shaU  or  shall  ntft  be  mide 
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mneral  throoghont-the  colony ;  and  I  think  this 
Oounoil  can  decide  that  without  any  aerions  waste 
of  time.  The  only  other  question  in  the  Bill  of  a 
dabatahle  character  is  the  proposed  increase  in  the 
price  of  land.  Considering  the  large  expenditure 
which  has  taken  place  dunng  the  last  few  years — 
the  liabilities  which  hare  iMcn  incurred  for  the 
promotion  of  public  works  and  immigration — it  is 
not  unfair  for  the  Goyemment  to  ask  that  the 
colony  sliould  deriye  some  direct  profit  or  ad- 
Tantage  from  increased  ralue  of  the  waste  lands 
of  the  colony.  Beference  has  been  made  U>  the 
number  of  the  amendments  which  are  proposed 
in  the  waste  land  laws  of  the  several  proTinces. 
I  admit  that  they  look  formidable ;  but  the  diffi- 
culty is  more  apparent  than  real.  The  amend- 
ments are  purely  of  a  technical  character.  I  may 
take  at  random  the  amendments  which  are  pro- 
posed to  be  made  in  the  Auckland  Waste  Lands 
Act.  Olause  59  proposes  to  repeal  sections  6,  7, 
9  to  14  inclusive,  16,  20,  88  to  58  inolusi?e,  56  to 
61.  inclusive,  66,  70,  75,  and  78  to  83  indusiye. 
Section  5  of  the  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act 
says, — ''£yery  act  which  the  Superintendent  is 
hereby  authorised  or  required  to  perform,  he  shall 
perform  in  accordance  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  his  Bxecuti^e  Oouncil  for  the  time  being." 
It  happens  that  tbe  Superintendent  of  Auck- 
land dispenses  with  his  Bzecutiye ;  and  as  we 
are  about  to  dispense  with  him,  it  is  quite  dear 
that  a  repeal  of  this  clause  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Sections  18  and  14  relate  to  making  of 
reserves  ;  but  as  a  general  power  is  given  to  the 
Gt>vernor  to  make  reserves,  there  is  no  need  for 
keeping  a  special  power  in  the  local  Acts.  Sec- 
tions 88  to  61  of  the  Auckland  Waste  Lands 
Act,  which  it  is  proposed  to  repeal,  relate  to 
special  settlements,  selections  uoaer  the  home- 
stead system,  whidi  it  is  agreed  should  be  re- 
pealed. I  need  not  detain  the  Oouncil  any 
longer ;  but  I  trust  that  the  Bill  will  be  read  a 
second  time,  and  that  time  will  be  afforded  for  its 
proper  consideration. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NOXIOUS  ANIMALS  PBOHIBITION 
BILL. 
On  tbe  question,  That  this  Bill  be  now  further 
considered  in  Committee, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved.  That  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'now'  stand 
part  of  the  question,"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  foUowing  result : — 

Ayes         11 

Noes         14 


Nob 


Minority  against... 


8 


Captoin  BaUUe, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Q-.  B.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  ManteU, 
Mr.  Nurse, 


Ates. 


Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Bfr.  Bobinson, 
Mr.  BusseU. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Dr.  Ghrace, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Bfr.  Holmes, 


Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Lieut.-Colonel  l^nnj. 
Dr.  PoUen, 
Mr.  Bhodes, 
M^or^Bichmond,  C.B. 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.'Waterhonse. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  further  consid«red  ia 
Committee  that  day  six  months. 

LYTTBLTON  HABBOIJB  BOABD  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  41. — ^Board  authorized  to  raise  numej 
for  harbour  works  to  the  extent  of  £250,000. 

The  Hon.  Bfr.  HALL  moved,  That  the  words 
''  two  hundred  and  fifty  "  be  struck  out,  with  tfao 
view  of  inserting  the  words  '*  one  hundred  "  in 
lieu  thereof. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  foUowine  re- 
sult:— 


Ayes         

Noes         

•••         ... 

2 
14 

Majority  against 

12 

ATX8. 

Mr.  Edwards,                |  Lieut.-Colonel 

Kenny. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

2fr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Pharaxyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Bussell, 
Mr.  Scotland, 
Mr.  Stokes. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

MOEBAEI  HABBOUB  BOABD  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  moved.  That  the  Chair- 
man do  report  progress. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Chairman  do  report 
progress ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         5 


Minority  for 


Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 


10 

Atb8. 

Mr.  Pharasyn, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Bichardaoiiy 

Mr.  Bobinson, 

Mr.  Bussell, 

Mr.  Stokes, 

Mr.  Waterhouse, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 
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Board  mn. 


NOM. 

Captain  Fraeer,  Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Hohnee,  Dr.  Pollen. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

The  motion  wae  eonfeqoentlj  agreed  to,  and 
progreee  reported. 

HOKITIKA  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

This  BUI  was  oonmdered  in  Oommittee. 

Clanee  16.  —  Monejs  oonstituting  Harbonr 
Fund. 

The  Hon.  Oolonel  WHITMORE  moved  the 
omiasion  of  the  fourth  subsection — namelj,  "  Pxo- 
oeeds  and  profits  of  land  set  aside  as  endow- 
ments." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause;"  upon  which 
a  dirision  was  oalled  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 


^    ;;; 

16 

6 

Minority  for 

11 

Ates.                      "~ 

Mr.  Bonar, 
Oolonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Oampbell, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Oaptain  Fraser, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Ngatata, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Dr.  PoUen, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Stokes,      "" 
Mr.  Waterhouse. 

No 

BB. 

Captain  BaOUe, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Nurse, 

Blr.  Paterson, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 

and  read  a  third  time. 

onseauently  negatiTcd. 
>unoil  with  amendments. 

TIMARU  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  with  amendments. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL. — I  hare  to  moye,  Sir, 
that  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill  be  an  Order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow.  I  understand  that  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  has  been  kind  enough  in 
my  absence  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
tame.    I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  misinformed. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.~The  honor- 
ftUe  gentleman  is  in  error.  I  made  no  motion  at 
slL    I  was  waiting  for  him  to  moTe. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL. — I  was  giyen  to  under- 
stand that  during  my  absenoe  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  been  kind  enough  to  sugrnst  that 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  should  tue  place 
•t  onoe.  I  move  that  the  third  reading  be  fixed 
for  to-morrow,  for  this  reason :  I  haye  been  reiT 
strongly  nrced  by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  to  ask 
the  Council  to  reconsider  the  decision  at  which 
it  arrired  in  reference  to  the  endowment  dauses. 
Ths  interests  inyoWed  are  so  important,  that  I 
think  it  right  to  giye  the  Council  an  opportunity 
of  doing  tubt.  I  do  not  wish  honorable  gentlemen, 
by  now  yoting  for  the  postponement  w  this  BiU 


until  to-morrow,  to  express  any  opinion  in  &yoar 
of  the  endowment  clauses ;  but  I  ask  them  to  put 
it  off  until  to-morrow,  that  this  proposal  may  be 
made  wiih  fuU  and  &ir  notice — that  it  shall  not  be' 
brought  on  hurriedly,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  said 
that  I  asked  the  CounoQ  to  reconsider  its  decision 
without  the  fullest  possible  notice.  The  prooeed« 
ing  is  the  ordinary  proceeding  in  this  Council  on 
a  uiird  reading,  which  is  that  when  a  Bill  has  been 
amended  in  Committee,  not  to  read  it  a  third  time 
until  the  following  day.  Of  course,  at  the  end  of 
the  session,  that  is  often  yaried ;  and  where  there 
is  occasion  for  it,  the  Bill  is  read  a  third  time  at 
onoe.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  I  would 
liaye  moyed  that  thu  Bill  be  read  a  third  time 
now ;  but  I  trust  honorable  gentlemen,  whateyer 
their  opinions  may  be  as  to  the  desirability  or 
otherwise  of  reconsidering  this  matter,  will  not 
refuse  to  allow  this  Bill  to  be  put  on  the  Order 
Paper  for  to-morrow.  I  understand  there  is  to 
be  an  attempt  to  force  the  third  reading  imme- 
diately. I  must  say  I  think  that  would  be,  under 
the  circumstanoes,  a  yeiy  unusual,  and  I  do  not 
think  a  yery  considerate,  course  towards  myself, 
when  I  ask  the  Council  to  allow  the  third  reading 
to  be  put  off  until  to-morrow,  stating  yeir  fully 
and  dearly  my  purpose  in  doing  so,  not  taking  it 
in  any  manner  by  surprise,  but  giving  it  full 
opportunity  of  knowing  what  it  is  that  it  is  to 
bie  asked  to  consider.  I  beg  to  moye.  That  the 
third  reading  of  the  BUI  be  an  Order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 

•The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— -The  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  referred  to  me  on  two  or 
three  points,  and  I  am  now  about  to  take  him  to 
task  for  it.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  made 
use  of  language  which  I  wUl  not  tolerate  from 
him  or  any  other  honorable  gentleman  in  this 
CoundL  He  said  that  there  was  an  attempt 
about  to  be  made  to  surprise  him.  He  said  I 
had  moyed  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill  with* 
out  his  knowledse.  Now,  I  will  tell  honoiable 
members  what  I  did  and  what  he  did  in  this  mat- 
ter. The  honorable  gentleman  attempted  to  sur- 
prise us  and  surprise  me.  The  honorable  sentle- 
man  had  this  plan  of  recommitting  the  Sill  to- 
morrow, with  the  specious  argument  ready  that  it 
was  Uie  ordinaiy  practice  to  read  the  Bill  on  the 
day  after  its  passing  through  Committee,  when 
he  weU  knew  tnat  it  was  yesterday  night,  and  not 
to-night,  that  the  BiU  was  passed  through  Com- 
mittee, and  that  the  ordinary  custom  would  bays 
been  to  haye  read  it  a  third  time.  The  honorable 
gentleman  said  I  moyed  this  BiU  in  his  absenoe. 
Far  from  moying  it  in  his  absenoe,  when  I  heard 
this  idea  was  afloat — that  there  was  an  intention 
to  surprise  us  in  this  matter  who  haye  opposed 
this  BiU— I  went  first  to  look  for  the  Hon.  Mr. 
HaU.  Not  finding  him,  I  went  to  the  Hon.  Dr. 
PoUen.  I  asked  the  Hon.  Dr.  PoUen  whether 
this  was  intended.  I  told  him  if  I  understood 
for  certain  it  was  intended,  I  should  bring  the 
matter  to  an  issue  at  once,  and  moye  to  report 
progress.  He  asked  me  to  see  the  Hon.  Mr.  HaU 
upon  the  subject,  and  I  went  on  purpose,  and  I 
found  him  and  told  him  about  it;  and  he  ad- 
mitted what  lie  intended  to  do,  and  then  I  came 
back  here  and  waited  in  my  plJMM  until  he  stood 


Titnaru  Harbour 


[COTJNCIL.] 


Board  Bill 


[Oct.  26 


op  »iid  mored  the  pottponexnent  of  the  BilL 
Tbereopon  I  stood  up  to  oppose  bis  motion. 
What  oould  be  more  fair,  or  moie  straightfor- 
ward than  the  ooorse  I  have  adopted  in  this 
matter?  I  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time  I 
did  it  whether  the  h<morable  gentleman  had  a 
Btfjority  in  this  House,  or  whether  he  had  not^ 
in  support  of  the  oourse  he  had  taken  in  the 
matter;  but  it  seemed  objeotionable  that  there 
riiould  be  an  intention  late  in  the  eyening  in  this 
way  to  postpone  the  Bill  uutil  to-morrow  (which 
ia  not  the  proper  da;^ ,  I  beg  to  obserre  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman),  without  anj  good  reason,  and  to 
xiecommit  the  BilL  It  was  last  night  that  the 
diTision  was  taken  on  this  Bill.  As  the  honor- 
able gentleman  himself  said  just  now,  the  or- 
dinary oourse  would  haye  been  to  have  read  it 
to-day.  Had  the  honorable  gentleman  come  over 
to  me,  or  to  any  of  us  who  took  part  in  that  Bill, 
and  told  us  that  he  had  further  reasons  to  give, 
and  would  like  to  recommit  the  measure,  we 
should  have  no  possible  objection  to  recommit  the 
Bill,  and  those  hooorable  gentlemen  who  are  dis- 
posed now  to  act  with  me  will  bear  me  witness 
that  if  he  had  taken  that  course,  we  should  have 
made  no  obstacle  whatcTcr  to  his  moring  the  re- 
oommittal  of  the  Bill,  and  its  reconsuleration 
to-morrow.  It  is  because  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  too  much,  as  regards  this  Bill,  of  outside  in- 
fluence brought  to  bear,  which  we  have  all  felt  yery 
much,  for  it  has  brought  us  who  are  conscientiously 
moTing  in  ihifi  matter  into  opposition  with  those 
whose  intimacy  and  whose  political  friendship 
we  haye  valued  for  years,  that  we  all  feel  so  yery 
unwilling  to  haye  this  matter  prolonged.  It  is 
much  better  that  we  should  have  the  thing  out 
now  and  have  done  with  it^  and  then  let  us  fall 
back  into  our  places.  Our  minds  are  quite  made 
up  on  the  subject.  We  did  make  the  only  posuble 
oyerture  to  compromise  the  matter ;  we  made  it 
some  time  ago  in  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 
The  promoter  of  the  Bill  told  us  he  could  not  ac- 
cept the  amendment.  There  was  nothing  left  ex- 
cept to  throw  out  the  endowment.  Now  do  not 
let  ue  haye  this  hanging  oyer  us  any  longer.  It 
makes  exceedingly  bad  blood  amongst  people 
who  do  not  wish  to  hare  bad  blood  among  them, 
and  the  sooner  it  is  disposed  of  the  better.  I 
must  oppose  this  postponement  of  the  third  read- 
ing, and  I  move  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time.  I  will  take  a  division  and  have  done  with 
it.  I  only  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  does 
not  suffer  by  that.  I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to 
eay  whether  he  gains,  or  whether  he  does  not.  I 
would  willingly  try  the  question  entirely  upon 
the  same  proportion  of  the  Council  as  there  were 
present  before,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  there  are 
only  two  or  three  away  who  are  likely  to  be 
here  to*morrow,  and  which  way  their  rotes  would 
go  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  any 
advantage ;  I  only  wish  to  have  the  question 
settled.  I  consider  there  would  have  been  an 
advantaffc  taken  if  we  were  asked  to  postpone 
this  BiU  until  to-morrow,  when  possibly  some 
honorable  members  may  have  entered  into  ar- 
sangemente  which  would  make  it  impossible  for 
them  to  be  present.  I  move.  That  this  Bill  be 
aow  read  a  third  time. 


•  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB.— May  I  ask  when 

this  Bill  finally  passed  through  Committee?  I 
understood  that  last  night,  after  the  diyision  wae 
taken,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  asked  to  report  progress, 
and  that  the  BiU  was  not  finished  until  to-daj. 
I  think  if  the  honorable  and  gallant  Colonel  wUl 
consider  for  a  moment,  he  will  remember  thaft 
that  was  the  courae  which  was  adopted. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  Bill  finaliy 
left  the  Committ-ce  this  evening. 

•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  wish  to 
surprise  the  honorable  gentleman  in  no  respeet. 
If  I  am  not  incorrect,  it  would  be  a  deviation 
from  the  ordinary  custom  to  postpone  the  Bill 
till  to-morrow.  I  think  we  just  now  read  a  Bill 
a  third  time,  which  I  recollect  going  through 
this  morning ;  and  the  only  other  Bill  of  many- 
Bills  which  we  passed  through  that  was  post- 
poned was  the  Lyttelton  Harbour  Bill.  I  wish 
to  follow  the  oridinary  practice,  and  take  no 
advantage  whatever  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 
He  said  himself  that  the  ordinary  practice  wme  to 
take  it  on  the  following  day.  Deferrin((  to  hie 
older  knowledge,  I  said  I  believed  it  had  passed 
to-day,  and  wished  the  ordinary  practice,  if  that 
was  the  ordinary  practice,  to  be  followed. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— Perhaps  the  honor- 
able gentleman  will  allow  me  to  explain  what  I 
did  say.  I  said  that,  at  this  period  of  the  session, 
it  was  customary  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders, 
and  to  pass  Bills  with  unusual  expedition — to 
read  them  a  third  time  on  the  same  day  on  whieh 
they  pasKd  through  Committee;  but  that  that 
was  not  the  Standing  Order  practice.  The  usual 
Standing  Order  practice  is,  that  a  Bill  is  read 
a  third  time  the  day  after  it  is  amended  in 
Committee.  Now,  this  Bill  has  been  amended  in 
Committee  this  evening,  and  therefore,  under  the 
ordinary  Standing  Orders,  it  would  not  come  on 
till  to-morrow.  Still,  at  this  period  of  the  eomon. 
Bills  are  often  read  a  third  time  on  the  same  day 
that  they  are  considered  in  Committee.  In  this 
particular  case,  I  propose  to  follow  the  Standing 
Order  practice. 

•The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.— If  the 
honorable  gentleman  says  it  is  customary  at  this 
period  of  the  session  to  do  it,  I  do  not  seek  to 
make  any  exception.  I  must  therefore  adhere  to 
the  motion  I  have  made  as  an  amendment  to  the 
honorable  gentleman's  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— For  one  reason, 
I  am  vei7  pleased  that  this  discussion  has  taken 
place.  I  gave  my  vote  last  night  without  explain- 
ing to  the  CouucU  my  reasons  for  doing  so ;  and  I 
think  I  shall  be  in  order  if  I  give  those  reasons 
now,  inasmuch  as  to  my  mind  the  question  before 
the  House  is  simply  whether  the  Bill  should  be 
recommitted  again  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
the  endowment  clauses. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— That  is  not  the  ques- 
tion now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  EOBINSON.— Is  it  not  the 
intention  of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  recommitted  for  that  purpose  ? 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— That  is  not  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  Council.  The  quesUon  la, 
whether  that  proposal  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
considered  to-morrow. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— Then  we  have 
no  reason  before  us  why  we  should  delay  the  third 
reading  of  this  Bill.  The  honorable  gentleman 
gave  no  reason.  It  is  now  getting  late  in  the 
session .  We  have  been  asked  to  suspend  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  bo  that  Bills  may  pass  through  all 
their  stages  in  the  course  of  an  hour  if  it  is 
possible.  But  I  hope  I  will  not  be  denied  the 
privilege  of  giving  shortly  the  reason  why  I  gave 
my  vote  in  the  way  I  did  last  night.  I  may  say 
it  was  with  very  great  reluctance  indeed  that  my 
vote  oame  from  me.  I  was  more  reluctant  in 
giving  my  vote  than  I  ever  was  before,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  name — a  name  which  I  respect  and 
honor — that  was  placed  at  the  head  of  this  Bill. 
But  I  could  not  allow  that  to  weigh  with  me 
when  I  felt  that  I  had  a  duty  to  perform  to  the 
country ;  and  to  give  my  vote  conscieutiously,  I 
was  obliged  to  give  it  in  the  way  I  did.  I  was 
never  in  favour  of  this  breakwater  from  the  day  I 
first  saw  the  place.  I  had  many  conversations 
with  people  on  this  subject,  and  no  one — not  even 
I  believe  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  on  the  Bill 
— had  thought  of  this  measure  some  time  ago. 
It  will  be  well  xecolleoted — ^it  is  no  secret— that 
when  that  gentleman  addressed  his  constituents 
at  Timaru,  a  short  time  after  it  was  contemplated 
making  this  breakwater,  he  said  that  he  would  be 
Tery  willing  to  support  a  Bill  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  breakwater,  but  he  would  very  much  like 
to  see  Sir  John  Ooode  answerable  for  the  work  or 
enter  into  a  contract  for  its  completion.  On  the 
face  of  this  report,  from  one  of  the  most  eminent 
marine  engineers  in  the  world,  I  was  inclined  to 
give  way  a  short  time  ago,  and  felt  disposed  to 
give  my  rote  in  favor  of  this  measure ;  but  after 
bearing  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  more  especially  that  of  Mr. 
Stafford  himself,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  I  cannot  conscientiously  support  the  pro- 
posaL  I  think  it  will  be  recollected  that  even 
Mr.  Stafford,  in  his  evidence,  did  not  gire  us 
to  understand  that  he  entertained  a  firm  belief 
tliat  this  scheme  would  be  a  success.  I  think 
he  told  us  he  would  very  much  like  to  see  Sir 
John  Coode  responsible  for  this  undertaking. 
I  was  more  swayed  by  the  evidence  of  our  Chief 
Engineer,  a  man  whp,  I  have  always  been  given 
to  understand,  came  to  this  country  with  the 
very  highest  testimonials — a  gentleman  who  was 
selected  from  amongst  a  great  number,  and  who 
was  supposed  to  be  the  most  eminent  man  in  his 
profession  whose  services  it  was  possible  to  en- 
gage. And  I  must  say  that  that  gentleman  spoke 
and  gave  his  evidence  with  a  modesty  that  well 
became  him  ;  and  he  also  evinced  a  diffidence  in 
giving  an  opinion  contrary  to  that  of  Sir  John 
Coode,  for  whom,  ho  said,  he  had  the  very  highest 
respect,  and  who,  ho  told  the  Committee,  was  at 
the  head  of  his  profes^iion.  But  Mr.  Carruthers 
gave  us  to  understand  that,  in  giving  the  reasons 
which  he  did,  he  was  under  the  impression  that 
if  Sir  John  Coode  had  seen  the  locality  himself, 
his  report  would  have  been  a  very  different  one. 
Mr.  Carruthers'  answers  were  not  given  hurriedly, 
bccauso  it  would  bo  recollected  that  tlie  question*? 
were  writteu  down,  and  ho  took  tlicm  home  with 
him,  and  I  have  no  doubt  wrote  out  his  answers 


in  a  calm,  deliberate,  and  unimpassionedlmanner, 
never  forgetting  a  single  letter  ne  was  writing  in 
answer  to  the  question  put  to  iTim.  It  is  not  as 
if  the  questions  were  put^  hurriedly,  and  a  man 
might  have  said  a  thing  that^e^would  be  willing 
to  withdraw.  They  were  taken  home,  and  the 
answers  were  written  quietly  in  a  room;  and 
what  was  the  purport  of  the  answers?  Whr, 
Mr.  Carruthers  told  us  in  the  most  unmistakable 
terms,  and  in  as  plain  language  as  it  is  possiUe 
to  be  conveyed  in,  that  it  is  entirely  impracti- 
cable, in  his  opinion,  to  make  a  harbour  between 
the  Waitaki  Biver  and  Lake  EUesmere.  After 
hearing  evidence  of  that  kind,  how  oould  I  hare 
given  my  vote  in  a  contrary  direction,  and  hare 
met  tliat  gentleman  the  next  day  in  the  street  or 
any  other  place  ?  He  would  have  had  a  right  to 
consider  that  I  either  considered  him  a  Toiy  in- 
competent person  for  his  position,  or  otherwise 
that  I  did  not  place  that  credit  in  his  statements 
which  I  ought  to  hare  done.  Those  were  the 
alternatives  that  were  left  to  me.  What  oould  I 
do  ?  Mr.  Carruthers  was  a  man  who  had  been 
^selected  from  a  great  many  eminent  engineen 
by  our  G-ovemment,  in  whom  I  have  the  greatest 
confidence.  It  would  have  been  a  reflection  upon 
the  G-overnment,  as  well  as  upon  that  eminent 
engineer,  if  I  had  voted  otherwise ;  and  it  would 
naturally  have  been  asked,  what  right  have  the 
Government  to  keep  that  man  in  the  position 
which  he  occupies  at  present  if  his  action  and  hit 
statements  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  cannot  be 
taken  ?  For  those  reasons  I  gave  my  vote  on  this 
question,  when  it  was  last  before  the  House,  in 
tne  way  I  did ;  and,  as  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
more  has  Tery  truly  said,  the  way  in  which  votes 
have  been  given  on  this  occasion  have  to  my  mind 
created  bickerings  and  ill-feeling  between  those 
who  have  been  on  the  best  terms  of  friendship 
up  to  the  present  moment,  and  who  ought  to  be 
wilUng  to  accord  to  others  what  we  are  willing 
to  accord  to  them — namely,  an  unselfish  and  un- 
biassed vote  on  this  occasion  ;  and  I  say  that  the 
sooner  we  settle  (he  matter,  so  that  there  may  be 
an  opportunity  for  this  state  of  things  to  die  out, 
the  better  for  us  all.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  on  thia 
occasion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  will  not 
enter  into  this  question  upon  its  general  merits. 
I  shall  simply  confine  myself  to  the  question  now 
before  the  Council — namely,  whether  this  Bill 
shall  be  read  a  third  time  now  or  to-morrow.  I 
think  it  is  in  accordance  with  ordinary  courtesy 
that  when  the  introducer  of  a  measure  asks  that 
the  third  reading  shall  be  postponed  till  the  fol- 
lowing day,  that  that  consideration  should  be  ex- 
tended to  him ;  and  I  think,  it  will  not  conduce 
to  the  harmony  of  our  proceedings  if  we  do  not 
treat  honorable  members  in  charge  of  Bills  with 
tlmt  amount  of  consideration.  I  shall  therefore, 
irrespective  of  the  merits  of  the  question,  vote 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  that 
this  Bill  be  made  an  Order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Bill  be  ordered  to  b^ 
read  a  thira  time  to-morrow;"  upon  which  a 
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diriBion  was  ctUed  for,  with  the  follovinc  re- 
•ult ;—  * 

Ayes  10 

Noei  12 


Minority  against . 


Hr.  Bonar, 
Colonel  Bratt, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hart, 

Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraaer, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


2 

Ayxb. 

Mr.  Peter, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Major  Biohmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Stokes, 

Mr.  Wakerhonse. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Ngatata, 
Mr.  Nurso, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Bobinson, 
Mr.  Bussell, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


The  motion  was  conseqaently  negatired. 
On  the  qnestion  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
third  time, 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  had  hoped  that  I 
should  to-morrow  hare  had  an  opportuni^  of 
addreesine  a  Council  in  a  somewhat  cooler  frame 
of  mind  than  at  present,  and  that  we  could  then 
discuss  the  question  more  adrantageously  than 
we  can  at  the  present  time.  But  that  is  not  to 
be,  and  I  hare  been  placed,  by  what  has  been 
properly  described  as  a  rery  unusual  proceeding, 
in  the  position  of  not  being  able  to  place  before 
the  Council  again  the  consideration  of  a  question 
which  appears  to  be  one  of  Tery  great  importance. 
I  shall  only  say  that  I  am  Tery  sorry  for  it.  I 
beliere  that  if  honorable  members  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  my  explanation,  they  would 
have  been  thoroughly  satisfied  that  anything  like 
an  attempt  on  my  part  to  surprise  the  Council 
was  entirely  out  of  the  question.  So  far  from 
that  being  the  case,  the  Tery  first  opportunity  I 
had  of  speaking  upon  the  question  1  gaye  notice 
of  what  was  intended  to  be  done  to-morrow :  I  pro- 
posed that  tlie  third  reading  should  be  made  an 
Order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  stated  clearly 
what  my  object  was  in  doing  so^  The  unnsnA 
course,  a  course  evincing  want  of  consideration, 
has  been  adopted,  of  absolutely  refusing  that,  not 
so  much  to  myself,  but  to  those  other  eentlemen 
who  are  more  immediately  in  charge  of  the  large 
interests  affected  by  this  JBilL  I  do  not  suppose 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson  means  for  a  moment 
to  say  that  the  Tote  which  he  save  was  called 
forth  by  any  reflection  from  myse&. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON.— None  whatever. 

•  Tlio  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— The  speech  which 
he  addressed  to  the  Council,  and  the  excitement 
which  has  prevailed,  is  evidently  due  to  circum- 
stances altogether  outside  of  this  Council.  But 
I  can  only  say  that  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  desirous,  as  I  am  sure  we  all  are,  that  any 
unpleasantness  should  pass  away — if  that  was  to 
be  the  case,  then,  I  think,  it  was  exceedingly 
unfortunate  that  a  coarse  has  been  adopted 
which,  instead  of  smoothing  matters  over,  is 
likely  yerj  much  to  aggravate  them. 


•  The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBB.— If  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  taken  a  different  coarse 
— if  he  hi4  come  to  us  and  said  he  wished  to 
throw  additional  light  on  the  matter — we  should 
have  been  happy  to  meet  him.  It  has  been  in 
our  minds  that  he  was  seeking  to  prolong  this 
discussion  unnecessarily,  and  to  place  us  in  some 
way  at  a  disadvantage.  That  has  induced  as  to 
take  the  course  we  have  done.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Bobinson  has  said  it  has  caused  him  a  great  deal 
of  personal  regret.  I  can  only  say  that  there  hae 
never  been  anythine  that  has  occurred  in  this 
Council  during  the  £urteen  years  that  I  have  been 
a  member  of  it  that  has  given  me  so  much  pain  i 
and  I  have  tried,  in  every  possible  way,  to  acoon- 
modate  this  matter  before  it  came  into  the  Coun- 
cil. I  made  suggestions,  and  tried  eveiy  poasible 
way  that  would  have  enabled  me  to  have  carried 
oat  the  views  of  the  promoters  without  saerificing 
what  I  consider  mytionscientioas  daty.  Now  the 
matter  has  gone  on  until  it  has  oome  to  this.  It 
has  been  apparent  to  or  at  least  sappoeed  by 
us,  that  in  some  way  we  should  be  at  a  oisadTmn- 
tage  if  the  matter  was  not  brought  on  to-night^ 
and  we  have  moved  for  the  thira  reading ;  and 
sorry  as  I  am  that  there  should  be  any  unplea* 
sant  feelings  on  the  honorable  gentleman's  peiit 
still  I  must  adhere  to  my  motion,  and  trust  that 
the  unpleasant  associations  connected  with  tliia 
matter  may  soon  die  out. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— Asamatterof  juatioe 
to  myself,  I  would  ask  the  honorable  and  gallant 
Colonel  to  say  what  there  was  either  in  speech 
or  act  on  my  part  which  gave  any  colour  to  the 
supposition  that  I  in  any  way  intended  to  take 
any  unfair  advantage,  or  take  any  surprise  on  the 
gentlemen  who  voted  on  the  other  side.  What 
did  I  say  or  do  which  gave  anv  reason  or  cdoor 
to  the  impression  that  1  intended  to  do  anything 
of  the  kind  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBB.— It  is  veiy 
evident  what  yoa  gave  oolonr  to 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— -What  did  I  nj  or 
doP 

•The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBB.  —  The 
honorable  gentleman,  unenMotedly  to  everybody, 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Coonoil  » 
motion  which  I  presume  would  have  been  moved 
anticipatory  of  any  action  w*e  might  have  taken  at 
anv  period  of  the  night  when  the  Public  Worka 
Bill  had  been  disposed  of.  He  postponed  the 
matter  when  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  all  the 
other  Harbour  Board  Bills  were  read  a  third 
time.  As  soon  as  they  were  released  from  Com- 
mittee, I  had  reason  for  believing,  and  I  stiU 
think,  the  honorable  gentleman  had  prepared 
gentlemen  who  were  of  his  way  of  thinking,  for 
the  action  he  was  about  to  take. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— Sir,  I  had  no  op- 
portunitv  Whatever  of  communicating  with  the 
honorable  gentleman.  I  was  asked  daring  the 
debate  on  the  Hokitika  Harbour  Board  BUI,  by 
the  gentleman  who  had  placed  me  in  charge  of 
the  Timaru  Bill,  to  make  another  effort  to  get  the 
Council  to  reconsider  it,  and  I  believe  it  was 
within  half  an  hour  of  that  time  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  opposite  spoke  to  me  himself 
upon  the  subject.    J  should  have  brought  the 
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matter  forward  at  the  yeiy  earliest  time  it  was 
possible  to  do  so;  but  I  could  not  do  so  when 
the  Council  was  in  Committee  on  another  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON.— Sir,  I  merely 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  by  way  of  personal  ex- 
planation. I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
permit  me  to  say  that  no  remarks  he  has  made 
this  eyening  make  any  difference  in  my  senti- 
ments. I  would  not  like  to  trust  myself  to  say 
much  now;  but  I  think  that  the  sooner  this 
matter  is  settled  the  better.  I  do  not  think  any 
change  would  be  made  in  our  feelings  by  any 
communication  we  might  hare  with  the  honorable 
gentleman. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB.— Sir,  as  I  hare  been 
referred  to  in  connection  with  this  matter,  I  ought 
perhaps  to  say  that  I  have  had  no  communica- 
tion with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  before  the  Council 
met.  The  first  I  heard  of  the  matter  was  outside 
this  Chamber — in  tbe  smoking-room  in  fact ;  and 
when  I  came  into  the  Chamber  I  asked  Mr.  Hall 
what  his  intentions  were  with  reference  to  it,  and 
he  then  told  me,  exactly  in  the  same  words,  what 
he  has  told  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman 
a  few  moments  afterwards. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER— I  will  say  this : 
That  while  the  Council  was  in  Committee  on 
some  Bill,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  told  me  it  was  his 
intention  to  act  as  he  has  done — that  is  to  say, 
that  he  would  more  that  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  at  which  I 
expressed  my  regret. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

OAMARU  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL, 
lliis  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
New  clause. — Constitution  of  Harbour  Board. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  moTcd,  That  the 
words  "  eighteen  hundred  and  serenty-seTen  "  be 
omitted,  with  the  riew  of  inserting  the   words 
"  eiffhteen  hundred  and  eighty." 

Question  put,  "  Tliat  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question  ; "  upon  which 
a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         11 

Noes         13 
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Majority  against .. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Pharasyn, 


Atxb. 

Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Scotland, 
Mr.  Waterhouse. 


Noics. 

Mr.  Mantell, 

Mr.  Ngatata, 

Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Rhodes, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Stokes. 


Mr.  Bonar, 

Mr.  Campbell, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

LieQt.-Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  twelve 
o'clock  p.m. 

VOL.  ZZZU^-M. 


Fint  Beadings— Second  Baadings^Third  Beedingt— Bills 
DiMhuTKed  ~  ThuuM  Minan*  Bighte -*  Canteibaiy 
Bailway  Property  —  Lawrenoa  Post  OiBoa  — Hoiue 
Committee  —  Abolition  PermissiTe  Bill  —  Native 
Grantees  Bill— Triennial  Parliaments  Bill— Oiril  List 
BiU-New  Zealand  OonsoUdated  Stoek  BilL 


Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatxbs. 

FIRST  READINQS. 
The  Sartoris,  Downe,  and  other  Claims  Bill, 
the  Gore-Blbow  Railway  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
The  Milton  Athen»nm  Bill,  the  Botanic  Gar- 
den Leasing  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
The  Milton  AthensBum  BiU,  the  Otago  Bda- 
oatioual  Reserres  Bill,  the  Wellington  Corporate 
Lands  Bill. 

BILLS  DISCHARGED. 

The  Wellineton  Hospital  Loan  Bill,  the  Dis- 
qualification No.  2  Bill,  the  Dunedin  Munioipal 
Bill,  the  New  Zealand  University  Bill. 

THAMES  MINERS'  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  NAHE  asked  the  Premier,  If  the  GoTem* 
ment  will  give  effect  to  the  tacommendation  of 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
Meha  te  Moananui  and  others,  referrad  to  the 
Gt>vemment  on  the  20th  September?  Certain 
Natives  at  the  Thames  sent  in  a  petition  under  a 
misapprehension  to  the  Houee  with  respect  to  the 
miners'  rights,  and  therefore  it  was  that  the  Com- 
mittee suggested  that  the  Government  offices  at 
the  Thames,  where  the  miners'  riehts  were  to  be 
dealt  with,  should  be  open  to  the  Maoris,  so  tliat 
they  might  have  facilities  for  examining  the 
accounts. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment approved  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee,  and  would  issue  instructions  accord- 
ingly. 

CANTERBURY  RAILWAY  PROPERTY. 
Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Goremment» 
What  provision  thev  have  made  for  payments  for 
railway  works  and  buildings  in  the  Province  of 
Canterbury,  after  the  railways  become  colonial 
property  P  He  would  like  to  make  the  question 
a  little  plainer  than  it  appeared  on  the  paper  by 
inserting  the  words  "  now  in  course  of  construc- 
tion "  after  the  word  **  Canterbury."  The  object 
of  his  question  was  to  ascertain  what  course  the 
Gh>vemment  proposed  to  take  with  regard  to  the 
railway  buildings,  workshops,  stations,  sidings, 
and  other  railway  works  as  soon  as  they  became 
the  property  of  the  oolony.  The  question  was 
askea  upon  the  assumption  that  when  these 
became  the  property  of  the  oolony  all  expendi- 
ture from  provincial  f onda—ibat  wae  to  say,  from 
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funds  that  w^ro  in  band  and  belonoing  to  the 
province  at  the  present  time — would  naturally 
oeaao.  The  prorince  could  not  be  expected  to 
continue  making  payments  from  provincial  funds 
alter  these  railways  became  colonial  property. 
He  was  not  raising  any  debatable  matter;  but 
the  question  was  asked  on  the  assumption  that 
such  payments  would  cease  as  the  railways  became 
colonial  property. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  replied  that  provision 
mm  made  in  the  estimates  of  the  Provincial  Gho- 
vemment  of  Canterbury  for  these  works.  The 
works  would  be  carried  on  in  the  same  direction 
as  at  present  to  the  3 1st  December  next,  and 
then  whatever  contracts  remained  unfinished 
would  be  carried  on  by  the  General  Government 
to  their  completion.  In  the  meantime,  the  ac- 
counts of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the 
railways  would  be  kept  precisely  in  the  same 
way  as  they  were  at  present. 

LAWRENCE  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  asked  the  Postmastcr- 
Ganeral,  When  it  is  intended  to  occupy  the  late 
^urt  House  at  Lawrence  as  a  post  office  ?  Ho 
would  inform  the  Hon.  the  Postmaster- General 
that  he  asked  a  similar  question  on  this  subject 
in  September,  1S75,  and  the  answer  he  received 
from  the  then  Acting  Postmaster-General,  Mr. 
Reynolds,  was  that  "  me  matter  had  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Government,  but  no 
decision  could  be  come  to  until  the  Inspector  of 
Post  Offices,  who  was  at  present  in  the  north 
of  this  island,  returned  to  Wellington."  He 
believed  that  gentleman  returned  to  Wellington 
•in  one  or  two  weeks  afterwards.  He  might  state 
that  the  Court  House  was  now  available  for 
occupation.  A  new  Court  House  had  been 
erected,  and  the  contractor  had  given  up  the 
J^uilding  fifteen  months  o^o.  Apparently  thei*e 
was  no  one  to  take  possession  of  a  Building  which 
had  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  £3,000.  The  pre- 
pent  post  office  had  been  in  a  dilapidated  and 
wretcned  state  for  many  years.  It  was  nothing 
more  than  a  patchwork  shed,  and  had  been  much 
complained  of  by  the  different  postmasters  who 
liad  been  thero.  It  was  in  such  a  wretched  state 
as  to  cause  a  great  deal  of  sickness  among  the 
occupants.  He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
woiud  give  a  satisfaotoxy  reply. 

Mr.  WHITAKBR  replied  that,  as  soon  as  the 
Resident  Magistrate's  Court  was  removed  to  the 
new  building,  the  old  Court  House  would  be  fitted 
.up  as  a  post  office.  There  had  been  some  delay 
in  the  matter,  which  was  being  carried  out  by  the 
Provincial  Government ;  but  the  cause  of  that 
delay  was  now  removed,  and  the  arrangement 
would  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible.  When 
the  new  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  was  occupied 
by  the  Resident  Magistrate,  the  present  Court 
House  would  be  available  for  the  Postmaster. 

HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  FITZROY  asked.  If  the  Government  will, 
during  the  recess,  give  effect  to  the  report  of  the 
Joint  House  Committee  ? 

.  Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Government 
would  be  prepared  to  give  effect  to  the  report  of 


the  Committee  as  fnr  ns  it  was  possible  with  the 
funds  at  their  disposal. 

ABOLITION  PERMISSIVE  BILL. 
Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  rise  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  a  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
make  Provincial  Abolition  permissive  in  each 
Province."  The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  maintain 
for  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  privileges 
which  Great  Britain  has  afforded  to  her  posses- 
sions in  no  other  part  of  the  world.  In  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  the  universal  rule  of  the  !Empizc 
has  been  that  whenever  a  privilege  bestowed  by 
charter,  or  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  or  by 
a  Legislature,  is  about  to  be  taken  away,  such 
charter  or  privilege  was  never  taken  away 
until  the  Legislature  interested  consented  by 
its  own  vote  that  that  might  be  done.  In  the 
case  of  the  Abolition  Bill  introduced  into  this 
Assembly,  the  Government  Ikito  decided  not  to 
allow  the  Provincial  Legislatures  to  exercise  that 
privilege  and  immemorial  usage.  I  understand 
they  are  about  determinedly  to  take  away  from 
the  provinces  privilege.^  which  eonie  of  them  are 
unwilling  to  part  with.  They  will  not  allow  the 
fact  of  their  unwillingness  to  part  with  such 
privileges  to  be  ascertained,  by  permitting  an 
appeal  to  be  made  to  the  constituencies  of  tho 
several  provinces  and  representatives  to  be  re- 
turned to  express  an  opinion  upon  that  point. 
Now,  Sir,  this  is  a  great  grievance,  and  one  which 
I  trust  this  House  will  not  sanction,  and  I  may 
say  that  it  forms  part  of  a  plan  which  has  been 
deliberately  pursued  for  a  long  series  of  yean 
— I  mean  for  a  period  of  upwards  of  ten  years 
certainly— to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Zealand  of  rights  which  secured  to  them  the 
whole  of  their  liberties,  such  as  no  other  por- 
tion of  the  Empire  has  ever  hitherto  enjoyed. 
It  has  been  part  of  a  plan  deliberately  pur- 
sued to  give  an  example  or  a  proof  to  the  rest 
of  the  Empire  that  British  subjects,  if  endowed 
with  such  privileges  as  were  bestowed  upon  them 
in  New  Zealand,  did  not  value  them,  but  wez« 
ready  to  part  with  them;  and  undoubtedly. 
Sir,  the  course  pursued  here  will  be  used  aa  an 
argument  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire  to  prevent 
similar  privileges  being  bestowed  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  parts  of  the  British  Islands  which 
they  are  most  desirous  to  obtain.  Further,  I 
maintain,  and  I  am  able  to  show,  that  an  attempt 
has  for  a  considerable  time  been  made  in  New 
Zealand  to  set  up  a  spurious  aristocracy,  to  endow 
certain  favoured  people  with  large  tracts  of  terri- 
toiT,  sometimes  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  law, 
and  thus  allow  small  portions  of  the  inhabitants 
to  be  elevated  in  rank  and  wealth,  whilst  the  mass 
of  the  community  are  to  be  sunk  to  a  state  such 
as  ii  occupied  by  the  poorer  populations  in 
Europe,  or  to  be  reduced  to  that  state  to  avoid 
which  was  the  main  object  that  caused  many  of 
us  to  seek  these  islands — to  be  deprived  of  those 
rights  and  privileges  which  would  preserve  some 
equality  of  rank  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zea- 
land for  all  time — that  they  are  to  be  deprived  of 
that  which,  when  men  value  anything  at  all,  they 
ought  to  value  above  everything  else  that  this 
world  can  give  them.    Now,  what  I  have  said  can- 
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not  be  denied — cannot  be  denied  with  reason,  can- 
not be  disproTcd  by  argument.  In  a  few  words  I 
can  show  that  what  I  hare  said  is  absolutely  cor- 
rect Permit  me  to  recall  to  the  memory  of  this 
House  that  to  secure  the  destruction  of  the  liber- 
ties of  New  Zealand,  the  British  Ooremment 
were  applied  to  in  ambiguous  terms  to  hare  an 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  for  one  declared  object, 
which  was  afterwards  to  be  used  for  totally  differ- 
ent purposes,  and  at  the  Tery  end  almost  of  a  ses- 
sion of  the  Parliament  of  Qreat  Britain  an  appli- 
cation was  made  to  have  an  Act  passed  solely  to 
produce  certain  effects  in  relation  to  the  Province 
of  West-land,  or  rather  to  that  part  of  the  colony 
which  is  now  the  Province  of  West  land ;  and  it 
was  so  managed  that  that  Act  was  sent  Homo 
from  here  in  such  a  way  as  to  reach  Ghreat  Britain 
a  very  few  days  before  tlie  session  of  Parliament 
terminated  there ;  and  under  pressure  from  this 
oountiy  the  Secretary  of  Stat«  was  induced  to 
hurry  that  Act  through  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, without  explaining  to  the  members  of 
either  branch  of  the  Legislature  at  Home  what  it 
was  intended  to  accomplish.  Not  only  was  that 
done  with  reference  to  Great  Britain,  but  the 
fact  of  this  application  having  been  made,  and 
the  intention  that  application  embodied,  were 
carefully  concealed  from  the  General  Assembly 
of  New  Zealand  and  from,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  colony  at  large.  And  it  is  under  an  Act  so 
obtained,  by  means  of  a  most  improper  nature, 
that  an  effort  has  been  made  to  destroy  the 
freedom  of  New  Zealand  in  the  manner  whi^  we 
have  all  witnessed  during  this  and  last  session. 
Not  only  was  that  done,  but  for  many  years  an 
attempt  has  been  made,  I  may  say,  to  degrade 
the  mass  of  the  colonists  of  New  2Sealand,  and  to 
place  them  in  a  position  which  rendered  it  very 
difficult  for  them  afterwards  to  regain  those 
liberties  which  they  ought  to  have.  It  is  one 
party,  Sir,  one  party,  eomposcd  of' a  very  few 
individuals,  who  throughout  have  sy.'itematically 
followed  this  course.  Let  me  recall  to  the  minds 
of  the  Assembly  that  such  was  the  desire  unfairly 
to  oppress  the  people  of  this  country,  that  in 
1862  an  effort  was  made  to  secure,  by  a  resolution 
of  thi<«  House,  that  for  ten  yea.Ts  no  member  of  the 
New  Zealand  Bar  should  be  placed  upon  the  Bench 
of  New  Zealand  ;  that  the  whole  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession in  this  country  were  to  be  placed  under 
the  ban  of  exclusion  ;  that  every  man  who  came  to 
this  country  to  join  the  Bar  of  New  Zealand 
should  know  that  he  forfeited  all  chance  of  pro- 
motion for  that  period  of  time ;  and  this  party 
hoped  in  that  way,  amongst  others,  to  keep  in 
their  own  hands  all  power  in  this  country. 
They  went  still  further.  Such  wbs  their  desire 
to  maintain  power  of  that  kind  that  an  effort 
was  subsequently  made  in  tlie  same  year  to 
secure  that  those  Judges,  whom  they  had  as  friends 
in  this  country,  should  bo  allowed  to  occupy 
seats  in  the  Legislature  of  Now  Zealand  in  a 
manner  which  is  not  allowed  at  Home,  or  in  any 
other'  British  community.  Following  out  that 
plan  which  I  1:  ire  shited,  a  Civil  Service  of  an 
unusual  kind  w:m  established  In  this  country, 
and  establij^lii'jl,  I  may  say,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  CoiumiBsiou  not  fairly  or  properly 


constituted.      That  having  been   done,  a  Civil 
Service  of  that  nature  having  been  established, 
and  there  being  also  a  nominated   Legislative 
Council  in  the  colony,  for  the  first  time,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  goes,  a  system  was  at  onoe  intro- 
duced of  selec^g  Civil  servants,  subsertiemt  to 
the  Government  of  the  day,  who  had  never  been 
chosen  by  any  constituency,  who  represented  no 
one,  and   placing  them  in   the  Upper  House, 
and  then  immediately  placing  them  upon  the 
Ministerial  benches — a  practice  I  believe  unknown 
in  any  other  community  of  the   British  race, 
one  of  which  certainly  I  have  never  heard,  one 
which  has  produced  most  disastrous  results  in 
this  colony,  and  one  which  should  never  have 
been  allowed  to  spring  up.    Then,  not  satisfied 
with  that,  they  attempted,  within  the  limits  of 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  to  set  up  a  spurious 
aristocracy,  not  allowed  by  law ;  so  that  even  in 
the  case  of  this  House  we  have  intruded  amongst 
us,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  persons  with 
the  title  of  honorable  attached  to  their  name^ 
under  instructions  issued  from  Home,  which  9an 
positively  illegal.    The  law  of  Great  Britain  has 
laid  down  mut  the  Crown  is  the  fountain  of 
honor;  but  it  has  gone  a  degree  further,  and 
said  that,  although  the  Crown  is  the  fountain  of 
honor,  it  can  only  bestow  such  honors  as  are 
known  to  the  Empire,  but  oan  create  no  new 
honor  whatever ;  and  that  law  is  rigidly  observed 
in  the  British  I^ands.    Sir,  an  attempt  was  made 
a  few  years  since    by  the  Ministry  in  Grpat 
Britain  to  establish  another  Order  within  the 
British  Islands;   and  the  Queen  was  actuallj 
induced,  upon  the  recommendation  of  her  Be* 
sponsible  Advisers,  to  issue  letters  patent  by  which 
was  created  a  life  peer,  that  is,  ajperson  who  held 
rank  in  the  British  House  of  Peers  for  life—a 
rank  unknown  to  the  Constitution.    The  moment 
that  was  done  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  re- 
sisted such  »  proceeding,  and  insisted  upon  those 
letters  patent  being  revoked;  and  when  it  was 
argued  that  the  Queen  was  the  fountain  of  honor, 
and  could  do  that  which  seemed  good  to  Her 
Majesty,  the  answer  was,  "True,  but  only  the 
fountain  of    honor   to    dispense    those    honors 
allowed  by  constitutional  law."    Then  reply  was 
made,  "  Such  is  not  the  case.  The  Stuarts  created 
new  titles ;  they  created  the  Order  of  Baronets  ;*' 
and  the  reply  given,  was  "  True,  the  Stuarts  did 
that ;  but  they  did  many  other  wrong  things,  and 
they  lost  the  throne  and  power  in  Bngland  in 
consequence ;  and  that  was  one  of  the  very  causes 
which  led  to  their  losing  their  position  in  the 
Empire."   Then,  Sir,  the  reply  was  made,  "After 
the  Revolution  and  Restoration  there  was  a  new 
order  of  things,  but  the  Crown  was  not  deprived 
of  that  particular  right  of  creating  new  orders 
which  the  Stuart^  had  exercised.     No  law  was 
pa!<sed  to  take  it  from  the  Crown."    To  that, 
reply  was  made,  "True,  no  such  law  was  made, 
nor  were  any  laws  made  which  took  from  the 
Crown  power  upon  any  kindred  subfeets;   but 
the  Crown  has  never  ventured  to  exercise  sudh 
powers  since  the  Great  Revolution  took  place!" 
Then,  Sir,  an  appeal  was    made  to  tlie  tym- 
pnthy  of  the  Legislature  at  Home,  and  uiey 
\rere   asked,   would   they  force  the   Queen  to 
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leroke  thd  letters  patent  whieh  Her  Majeetj 
had  been  pleMed  to  ifeae?  And  they  deter> 
mined  that  iu  a  case  of  that  kind  snoh  a  thing 
most  be  done,  and  the  letters  patent  were  revoked. 
Oar  rights  in  this  oolonj  in  toese  rsspects  ezoeed 
the  rights  of  the  inhaUtaDts  of  the  British 
Islands,  beoanse  in  this  oolonj  we  have  a  Consti- 
tntion  bestowed  upon  ns  bj  Act  of  Parliament ; 
and  by  a  well-known  principle  of  law,  affirmed 
and  re-afflrmed  oTer  and  over  again  by  the  Ju- 
dicial CommitUe  of  the  Priry  Gouncil,  the 
Queen  and  Parliament  haTinff  bestowed  such  a 
Constitution  upon  us,  Her  Majesty  retains  in 
these  islands  no  power  beyond  the  limits  of  that 
Constitution ;  all  other  powers  were  abandoned 
when  that  Constitution  was  given.  Therefore, 
Sir,  the  Queen  can  constitute  no  new  rank  what- 
•rer  in  New  Zealand,  no  new  rank  in  society 
here,  without  the  permission  oi  the  General  As- 
sembly of  New  Zealand ;  such  new  ranks  can 
only  be  created  by  Act  agreed  to  by  the  Queen 
herself,  and  by  her  subjects  in  New  Zealand. 
Against  our  wills,  against  our  consent,  no  such 
Older  of  aristocracy  can  be  created  within  the 
limits  oi  this  country.  Yet  in  defiance  of  that 
well-known  principle  of  law,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  some  of  those  tcit  gentlemen 
who  are  luxuriating  in  these  titles,  the  Queen  has 
been  adrised  to  issue,  and  has  issued  authority, 
hj  which  a  new  rank  is  created  in  New  Zea- 
land, a  rank  contemptible  in  itself,  petty  in 
its  bearing,  which  no  high-minded  man  would 
bear,  giving  the  right  to  bear  the  title  of 
*<  Honorable^'  for  life  within  the  limits  of  New 
Zealand  ;  but  the  moment  the  holder  leaves  this 
edlony  he  sinks  to  be  nothing — ^no  longer  honor- 
able, no  longer  possessing  any  title,  once  beyond 
the  shores  of  this  count^.  It  being  given  sur- 
reptitiously, unlawfully,  toad  a^nst  the  rights  of 
all  of  us,  it  is  a  title  which,  within  the  limits  of 
New  Zealand,  none  of  us  ought  to  lycognize,  and 
which  this  House  ought  to  insist  upon  being 
struck  off  the  rolls  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Well,  Sir,  this  is  a  part  of  a  plan  by  which 
an  attempt  has  been  made  gradualfv  to  rob  us  of 
those  institutions  which  we  should  most  prize. 
Sir,  I  say  again,  a  plan  has  been  followed  to  bestow 
grsat  estates — I  must  say  unlawfully  also— upon 
members  of  this  House  or  of  the  upper  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  or  upon  the  friends  of  the 
Government,  whom  they  are  determined  to  try 
to  raise  in  wealth  and  authority.  We  have  seen 
members  of  the  Civil  Serrioe  placed  on  the 
Ministerial  benches,  either  in  thu  or  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  entering  into  secret 
compacts  to  bestow  large  tracts  of  land  upon  those 
to  whom  they  were  indebted  for  their  position. 
The  knowledge  that  such  was  the  case  has  been 
kept  back  from  the  people  of  New  Zealand  for 
pniods  of  time  amounting  to  two  years,  until  a 
oonvenient  opportunity  should  present  itself  to  is- 
sue an  Order  m  Council  to  legalize  that  which  was 
illegally  done  years  before.  Then  we  have  seen 
efforts  made  to  use  the  Le^lature  of  this  country 
to  secure  pastoral  licenses  lor  long  periods  of  time 
to  favoured  individuals  also  members  of  this  or  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  For  many  years 
yrp  have  seen  these  efforts  made  to  debase  the  in- 


habitants of  New  Zealand  at  hum  by  raising  abcre 
them  a  nominally  spurious  rai^  And  for  sll  of 
these  proceedings  there  was  no  necessity  whatevsr. 
If  any.  inhabitant  of  New  Zealand  is  worthy  of 
honor  or  praiie,  or  is  worthy  of  takizig  a  high  plsee 
among  the  subjects  of  Her  ICajeaty,  there  are  high 
Imperial  honors  which  could  have  been  given  to 
him — honors  which  he  oould  have  borne,  not  onlj 
within  the  limits  of  our  own  colony,  but  in 
every  part  of  England,  the  British  Bmpire,  end 
elsewhi9re.  Such  honors  oould  have  hitm  cod* 
ferred  irithout  casting  upon  us  the  shame  we  now 
have  to  bear.  Not  only  has  that  been  done,  bat 
a  last  effort  has  been  made  to  centre  in  the  gnat 
Civil  Service  established  here  in  Wellington  an 
absolute  power  of  dominion  over  every  other  part 
of  these  islands.  And  this  has  been  done  un&irlj, 
against  justice,  and — I  hardly  like  to  use  thewoi< 
but  I  must  say  it — with  deceit  to  the  Parliament 
and  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  First  of  all  thete 
are  three  branches  in  our  Legislature — the  Qo- 
vemor,  the  Legislative  Council,  and  the  Honie  of 
Bepresentatives.  Over  two  of  these  we  have  no 
control  whatever — the  inhabitants  of  New  Zea- 
land can  exercise  no  influence  upon  them.  We 
are  absolutely  powerless  in  reference  to  them. 
These  two  branches  are  nominated  by  the  Crown 
or  by  the  party  in  power  in  New  Zealand.  To 
secure  their  end  and  object  the  Ckwemmeot 
of  this  country  have  provided  that  an  un- 
fair representation  should  exist  within  the 
limits  of  New  Zealand.  They  have  pro- 
vide^ that  the  representatives  returned  to  tfaii 
Home  shall  not  represent  the  inhabitanti  of 
New  Zealand,  but  shall  represent  small  dii- 
tricts,  by  which  the  Government  can  compel  the 
inhabitants  of  the  great  provinces  to  bow  to  the 
will  of  an  insignificant  population,  who  are  en- 
tirely under  the  control  of  the  Gk>Temmeot  of 
the  day.  The  rotten-borough  system  of  £d^ 
land,  which  has  been  swept  away  from  that 
country,  has  been  restored  here  in  a  more  sggrs- 
vated  form  for  the  express  purpose  of  destr^jnig 
the  institutions  granted  to  us  by  Great  Britain. 
That  end  appears  at  present  to  have  been  gained 
— not  that  I  believe  that  that  gain  will  last— bat 
that  end  appears  to  have  been  accomplished ;  and 
it  was  with  sorrow  I  heard  the  Premier  a  few 
days  ago,  laughing  with  scorn,  say,  "Let  thow 
laugh  who  win  r  Win  what  ?  Place  sod 
power !  That  is  what  they  win ;  but  how  ?  Br 
bribing,  a  loan  agent  with  an  office  in  Soglsno, 
by  providing  employment  for  a  man  who  placed 
them  upon  those  benches,  by  seeking  to  get  great 
emolument  for  him— and  having  obtained  power 
by  such  means,  they  sit  and  smSe  and  eay,  "I't 
those  laugh  who  win !"  Sir,  to  win  may  be  to 
lose.  It  often  happens  that  men  who  meant  to 
power  by  means  whieh  honorable  men  would 
spurn  and  despise,  gain  little  in  the  end.  Men 
who  say,  "  We  laugh  because  we  have  won,"  xosy 
find  that  they  have  sustained  an  enormous  loes  of 
reputation,  a  loss  of  all  that  men  should  valne ; 
a  loss  of  the  liberties  of  the  country  which  they 
s|)ould  preserve ;  a  loss  of  respect  for  the  state** 
men  of  New  Zealand,  which  all  the  Empire  at 
one  time  felt.  What  is  won  when  we  see,  se  we 
have  lately  seen,  the  late  Premier  abaodoniog 
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bif  position,  reoeiving  giA»  of  monej,  publiolj 
collectod,  and  leaying  the  colony  ?  Such  a  sight 
has  never  before  been  seen,  a  sight  so  melancholy 
as  to  fill  with  sadness  the  heart  of  any  true  patriot. 
And  yet  gentlemen  who  ha?e  had  a  hand  in  all 
this  say,  "  Let  those  laugh  who  win !"  Win  what, 
indeed  ?  Why,  Sir,  it  will  win  shame,  disgrace, 
and  infamy  from  the  future  historian.  The 
prayer  contained  in  this  Act  of  which  I  now 
moTe  the  second  reading  is  that  we  of  the  pro- 
vinoes  which  are  adverse  to  abolition  shall  be 
allowed  to  exercise  the  pmilege  which  the  Empire 
has  given  to  all  subjects  to  decide  whether  we 
will  relinquish  the  advantages  bestowed  upon  us, 
not  by  this  House  but  by  the  British  Crown  and 
Parliament,  not  by  this  G-oTemment,  who  are 
now  destroying  them,  having  obtained  influence 
by  raising  and  squandering  millions  of  money, 
by  purchasing  support  in  a  way  in  which  no 
other  GoTernment  has  ever  purchased  it.  In 
regard  to  that  support,  let  me  say  that,  when  I 
thmk  of  all  the  ways  in  which  it  has  been  ob- 
tained, my  mind  is  filled  with  sorrow.  Only  the 
other  night  it  came  suddenly  to  our  knowledge 
that  one  of  the  principal  supporters  of  the  Go- 
yemment  in  the  late  Parliament,  and  a  yiolent 
supporter  of  this  Abolition  measure,  received  a 
yaluable  appointment  affcer  the  Parliament  closed, 
and  got  an  appointment  for  his  brother  also,  who 
was  taken  from  the  command  of  a  vessel,  lacking 
all  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  placed  on  the 
judicial  bench  to  jidminister  justice.  When  I 
heard  that  such  things  had  been  done,  and  that 
the  so-called  Minister  of  Justice  could  be  a  party 
to  such  a  transaction,  I  felt  that  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Zealand  might  well  feel  ashamed  of  what 
had  taken  place.  Sir,  I  think  men  who  haye  done 
such  things  should  also  at  length  do  such  tardy 


justice  as  is  in  their  power.  Let  them,  therefore, 
by  passing  this  Act,  leaye  to  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Zealand  the  power  to  decide  under  what 
form  of  government  they  will  liye  for  the  future. 
Let  them  say  to  their  fellow-countrymen,  *'  We 
will  attempt  to  force  nothing  upon  you  ;  we  feel 
that  you  ought  to  be  dealt  with  as  men,  as  reason- 
able beings.  Tou  are  as  capable  of  forming  a 
judgment  upon  these  things  as  we  are ;  and  we 
will  giye  you  the  right  to  decide,  through  your 
representatiyes,  whether  you  will  abandon  the 
pnyileges  which  the  British  Parliament  gaye  you, 
and  under  what  form  of  constitution  you  will  liye 
for  the  future."  Let  the  Goyemment  say  that. 
Let  them  allay  the  feeling  of  distrust,  discontent, 
and  dissatisfaction  which  is  fermenting  in  the 
yarious  parts  of  the  colony.  Let  them  do  that  of 
which  they  will  feel  proud  hereafter.  Let  them 
do  that  which  in  their  own  hearts  they  know 
they  ought  to  do,  and  the  doing  of  which  will 
turn  the  hearts  of  the  community  towards  them, 
and  make  them  ready  to  help  the  Gbyernment  in 
their  task.  It  is  not  much  they  are  asked  to  do. 
A  delay  of  one  or  two  months  will  settle  the 
whole  question,  and  they  may  depend  upon  it 
that  if  they  do  not  agree  to  this  course  the  result 
I  predict  will  take  place.  The  people  in  yarious 
parts  of  the  colony  will  insist  upon  being  sepa- 
rated from  the  central  rule  of  Wellington.  They 
may  rely  upon  it  that  the  British  Parliament, 


haying  no  desire  to  coerce  the  people  of  this 
country  or  to  act  contrary  to  their  wishes,  will,  if 
it  is  satisfied  that  the  main  part  of  the  population 
desire  it,  assent  to  separation  taking  piaoe.  Not 
only  will  that  be  done,  but  the  rectification  of  our 
finances  will  take  place,  and  an  allowance  will  be 
made  to  the  communities  that  wish  to  separate 
for  the  enormous  loss  they  haye  sustained  in  re- 
ference to  the  Land  Fund,  or  through  their  having 
to  sustain  the  burden  of  loans  which  ought  not 
to  fall  upon  them,  and  from  which  they  haye 
deriyed  no  commensurate  advantage.  The  people 
will  not  sit  down  contentedly  under  a  system 
forced  upon  them  against  their  will.  If  the  Go- 
yemment refuse  to  accept  the  measure  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  which  enables  them  to  do  tardy  justice, 
they  will  create  a  series  of  discontented  move- 
ments to  secure  separation,  a  fair  adjustment  of 
the  debt,  a  fair  apportionment  of  the  reyenues  of 
the  country;  and  these  movements  vrill  neyer 
eeose  until  those  ends  are  gained.  I  ask  them  to 
ayoid  bringing  upon  us  difficulties  of  that  kind. 
I  ask  them  at  once  to  agree  to  that  to  which  they 
must  ultimatley  come.  I  ask  them  to  agree  to 
that  for  which  so  large  a  minority  of  this  House 
has  already  yoted  during  the  present  session.  I 
ask  them  well  to  consider  the  course  on  which 
they  ^re  embarked,  if  they  intend  to  cany  out 
their  plans.  I  ask  them  to  take  all  means  for 
ayoiding  that  stormy  sea  of  discontent,  trouble, 
and  agitation  which  must  preyail  for  years  to 
come.  I  ask  them  to  steer  their  bark  to  a  secure 
haven  which  now  lies  open  to  them.  I  ask  the 
House  to  support  me  in  this  last  tardy  appeal  for 
justice — an  appeal  which  I  have  put  off  to  the  last 
moment,  in  the  hope  that  at  length,  before  this 
House  separated,  it  would  consent  to  the  humble 
petition  which  I  yenture,  as  Superintendent  of  a 
great  proyince  and  representatiye  of  a  great 
constituency,  to  place  before  it.  Sir,  I  moye  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  MANDERS.— Sir,  I  should  like  to  answer 
the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames.  I  think,  of  all  the  speeches  that  haye 
eyer  been  deliyered  in  a  deliberatiye  Assembly — 
which  should  be  deliyered  in  a  calm,  dispassionate, 
and  moderate  manner — the  speech  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  has  been  the  most 
exciting  and  inflammatory  one  that  I  haye  eyer 
heard  of.  The  speech  deliyered  by  that  honor- 
able gentleman,  for  whom  I  entertain  the  highest 
respect,  is  not  worthy  of  the  great  reputation  he 
has  made,  and  it  was  not  worthy  of  him  that  he 
should  come  down  here  and  moye  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  in  the  manner  he  has  done. 
This  speech  would  indicate  to  me,  as  one  of  his 
fellow-colonists — for  I  suppose  all  men  are  alike 
when  they  meet  together  to  discuss  great  prin- 
ciples, and  when  they  are  sent  here  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  union  of  the  colony — that  the  senti- 
ment yery  clearly  laid  down  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  open  rebellion,  although  couched 
in  the  term  "discontent."  I  am  as  rough  a 
working  man  as  any  member  of  this  House.  It 
has  been  my  lot  to  gain  my  bread  by  yexy  hard 
work.  I  haye  been  a  fencer,  a  sawyer,  a  miner; 
but  I  haye,  at  all  evente,  been  able  to  take  that  po- 
sition in  life  which  I  haye  aspired  to,  and  I  can- 
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not  allow  tbe  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
howerer  high  his  position  may  be  in  other  re- 
spects, to  nse  to  mc — common  backwoodsman 
though  I  be — the  expression  that  discontented  dis- 
tricts will  rise  against  the  Government.  I  saj  the 
eoantry  is  not  dislojal ;  that  the  people  will  not 
exhibit  their  discontent  in  the  form  indicated  ; 
that,  indeed,  the  country  is  loyal,  especially  the 
inland  districts.  I  think  the  honorable  member 
has  orerstepped  the  lines  of  debate  that  should  be 
used  in  this  House,  and  I  trust  that  he  will  with- 
draw the  expressions  he  has  used,  or  that  the 
Ministry,  upholding  the  honor  of  the  colony,  as 
they  are  bound  to  do,  will  not  reply  to  those 
remarks.  I  think  if  they  do,  they  will  he  attach- 
ing more  importance  to  the  speech  than  is  due  to 
it.  To  my  mind,  it  is  an  insult  to  the  whole 
community  to  infer  that  they  would  be  guilty  of 
that  discontent  which,  according  to  the  language 
of  the  honorable  member,  means  revolution. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  not  going  to  trouble 
the  House  with  any  lengthened  speech  on  the 
present  occasion.  I  would  merely  pay,  as  the 
House  must  already  be  very  well  aware,  that  wo 
cannot  consent  to  the  passing  of  this  Bill  in  any 
ibrm.  The  arguments  of  the  honorable  member, 
BO  far  as  they  related  to  the  subject-matter — and 
I  was  sorry  to  see  that  he  travelled  so  wide  of 
the  mark — have  been  answered  over  and  over 
again  in  this  House,  and  therefore  it  is  quite 
unnecessary  for  mo  to  go  into  the  matter  now. 
I  would,  however,  point  out  to  the  honorable 
eentleman  that  the  whole  action  in  this  matter 
has  not  boen  the  action  of  this  G-overnment  or 
that  Government,  but  has  been  the  action  of 
the  Assemblies  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand. 
The  honorable  gentleman  appears  to  think  that 
a  certain  number  of  persons,  whom  he  calls 
**  thoy,"  have  existed  in  New  Zealand  for  twenty 
years,  and  have  been  working  for  a  particular 
object.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  will  examine 
the  work  which  **they,"  as  he  calls  them,  have 
performed,  he  will  find  that  it  has  boen  tlio  work 
of  the  Parliament,  carried  out  witli  tht>  approval 
of  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  I  conff^s  that  I 
am  proud  to  think  that  I  have  been  ahlo  to  take 
a  part  in  that  work.  I  believe  the  action  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  specially  repro- 
bated is,  that  this  colony  went  to  the  Parliament 
of  England  to  obtain  extended  powers,  not  for 
the  Governor  or  the  Government,  but  for  this 
Assembly.  To  my  mind,  that  was  a  most  wise 
and  patriotic  action.  I  believe  you  cannot  leave 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  too  free.  1  believe 
they  con  shape  a  Constitution  for  themselves  far 
better  than  any  outside  power  can ;  and  I  am  quite 
satisfied  the  people  of  New  Zealand  will  mould 
their  Constitution  to  a  satisfactory  result.  In  my 
opinion,  the  removal  of  the  provinces  was  the  first 
necessity  in  this  direction.  Until  they  were  re- 
moved, there  was  no  possibility  of  the  peojile  being 
fairly  heard.  We  shall  now  have  local  bodies  aU 
over  the  country,  and  everywhere  the  people  will 
be  able  to  make  their  voices  heard  in  this  As- 
sembly. So  far,  I  say,  the  action  throngliouL  has 
not  been  to  deprive  the  people  of  one  iota  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  they  possess,  but  to  leave 
them  fiur  more  untrammelled  tlu&n  they  hare 


been  in  the  past.  I  hope  the  Assembly  will  pro- 
ceed steadily  to  carry  out  abolition,  and  then 
the  people  will  soon  see  that  power  will  be  really 
placed  in  their  hands,  and  that  they  will  be  able 
to  have  their  wishes  attended  to  as  they  have  never 
yet  been.    I  trust  this  Bill  will  be  rejected. 

Bir.  HODGKINSON.— It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion  to  address  the  House  at  any  length  upon 
this  question,  more  especially  as  I  have  already 
spoken  npoii  the  illegality  of  the  Abolition  Act 
I  shall  not  dwell  further  upon  that  aspect  of 
the  question,  but  will  merely  remark  that,  since 
I  spoke,  a  despatch  has  come  out  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  saying  that  in  the  opinion  of  a 
certain  law  officer  the  Abolition  Act  was  not  ultra 
vires.  1  beg  to  say  that  that  despatch  is  not  of 
the  slightest  importance,  and  that  the  opinion  of 
that  lawyer  does  not  make  the  Abolition  Act  a 
bit  more  legnl  than  it  was  before — especially 
when  we  know  that  the  Ministry  advised  the 
Governor  to  send  Home  his  despatch  covering  the 
Bill  in  such  a  way  that  he  was  evidently  acting 
as  a  special  pleader.  I  intend  to  speak  rery 
briefly,  not  with  respect  to  the  illegality  of 
the  Act  or  the  policy  of  Abolition,  but  rather 
with  reference  to  the  immorahty  of  the  course 
pursued  by  the  promoters  of  the  Act  from  the 
very  commencement  up  to  the  present  time. 
Commencing  with  the  initiation  of  this  move- 
ment, I  have  shown  that  some  years  ago,  when 
it  became  necessary  to  obtain  an  Act  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  validntiug  the  County  of 
We^tland  Act,  the  Coloniol  Ministiy  then  in 
office,  of  which  I  believe  the  honorable  member 
for  Timaru  was  the  head,  very  wrongly  took 
upon  themseUes  to  obtain  surreptitiously  in- 
creased powers  to  deal  with  the  provinces.  That 
may  not  be  called  an  immoral  act  by  some,  bat 
it  is,  at  all  events,  true  that  they  obtained  these 
increased  powers  in  an  underhand  way.  But  that 
i^  only  a  small  part  of  the  matter.  The  same 
men  who  ol>t!uned  those  increased  powers  now 
conti'nd  that  those  powers  enable  the  Assembly 
of  New  Zealand  to  sweep  away  the  whole  Con* 
stitution  of  New  Zealand.  Jf  thoy  can  prove 
that  position,  they  then  convict  themselves  of 
having  obtained  these  powers  in  a  fraudulent 
mnjiiier  from  the  Imperial  Parliament,  because 
they  obtained  them  without  making  the  Imperial 
Parliomeut  cognizant  of  their  desire.  To  show 
that  such  was  the  case,  I  will  read  a  few  words 
used  by  the  head  of  the  then  Ministry.  Mr. 
Stafford  wrote, — 

"Any  Act  passed  with  that  object  (the  valida- 
tion of  the  County  of  West  land  Act)  should  also 
confer  on  the  New  Zealand  Legislature  full  powers 
to  provide  in  all  cases  for  the  governmeut  of  eveiy 
province,  the  s()ecial  circumstances  of  which  may 
require  from  time  to  time  changes  in  the  form  of 
government." 

The  honorable  member  must  be  aware  that  the 
British  Parliair.ent  would  never  understand  from 
that  that  he  was  asking  for  power  to  abolish  all 
the  provinces.  I  maintain  that  it  was  not  moral  1 
o»  honorable  to  obtain  such  an  Act  in  such  a  1 
manner.  He  should,  in  common  honesty,  have  I 
told  the  Imperial  Government  what  he  wanted;  I 
for  I  repeat  that  the  Imperial  Fariiamenthad  not 
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the  slightest  idea  of  wiiaJ.  was  n-kcd  for.  Mr. 
Hall  spoke  to  the  eaine  clfcct,  !*nving, — 

"A  Bill  which  it  in  proposed  lo  introduce  into 
the  Imperial  Parlinment,  for  tlio  purpoBC  of  re- 
moying  doubts  as  to  the  validity  of  tho  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  ontitletl '  llie  County  of  West- 
land  Act,  1807,'  and  of  giving  further  powers  to 
the  Qeneral  Assembly  to  enablo  it  to  make  any 
alterations  in  the  existing  provincial  institutions 
which  circurastauces  may  render  necessary." 

That  is  altogether  a  different  thing  from  apply- 
ing for  full  powers  to  repeal  the  Constitution  Act. 
I  can  proTO  it  also  by  the  words  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  who  says  that  it  was 
an  Act  "  for  the  purpose  of  validating  the  County 
of  Westland  Act,  and  also  for  making  alterations 
in  the  provincial  syBtem  of  New  Zealand,  by 
giving  farther  power  to  the  General  Af»sembly  to 
meet  Dy  legislation  requirements  then  exi'Jting,  or 
which  might  be  expected  to  arise."  It  is  quite 
dear  from  that  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  no 
idea  that  ho  was  asking  tho  Imperial  Parliament 
lo  give  powers  to  this  Apsembly  to  repeal  clauses 
3,  17,  and  18  of  the  Constitution  Act,  which 
established  provinces.  In  commercial  concerns, 
when  a  person  obtains  money  or  goods  by  fal:«e 
pretences,  it  is  called  swindling;  but  I  will  leave 
the  Ministry,  with  due  regard  to  eupliemisjn,  to 
invent  another  word  to  describe  this  nefarious 
and  dishonest  transaction.  The  next  stage  in 
the  proceeding  was  Mr.  Vogel's  alliance  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Timaru.  We  know 
tliat,  when  Mr.  Vogel  felt  his  tenure  of  office  un- 
certain, ho  brought  down  the  resolutions  for 
abolishing  the  provinces  in  the  Korth  Island. 
Now,  to  repeat  an  expression  already  used  by  an 
honorable  member  in  this  House,  the  honorable 

gsntleman  threw  himself  into  the  arms  of  the 
onorable  member  for  Timaru,  and  that  honor- 
able member  clasped  him  to  his  manly  breast.  I 
t^ink,  wheu  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru 
did  that,  he  waa  forgetful  of  a  proverb  written 
three  thousand  years  ago,  which  states  that  there 
are  certain  substances  which  cannot  be  taken 
into  the  bosom  without  defilement.  I  can 
only  designate  it  as  an  unholy  alliance  between 
a  conspirator  and  a  renegade.  I  am  not  so 
much  ODJecting  to  a  change  of  opinion,  because  a 
change  of  opinion  in  politics  may  be  sincere.  But 
we  must  judge  of  the  surrounding  circumstances 
and  of  the  effects.  If  these  changes  lead  to  an 
improvement  of  life,  especially  it  thoy  lead  to 
self-denial  and  to  losses,  then  we  may  conclude 
that  they  are  sincere.  But  if  they  lead  to  an 
office  of  emolument,  as  in  flii$)  case,  and  to 
the  sending  of  the  late  Premier  Home  at  the 
expense  of  this  colony  to  fill  an  appointment 
which  is  not  at  all  necessary,  then  I  say  that  they 
are  immoral.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  unng  that 
hard  word.  This  is  not  a  time  or  occabion  to 
mince  matters.  Tho  next  step  in  the  immoral 
proceedings  is  the  proposal  that  abolition  should 
only  affect  the  North  Island,  and  the  next  session 
the  bringing  down  of  a  measure  for  tho  total 
abolition  of  tho  provinces  throughout  tho  whole 
of  New  Zealand.  Tho  next  stage  in  thU  affair 
is  that  this  question  was  not  submitted  to  the 
constituencies  of  each  province  as  it  ought  to 


have  bicn.  I  am  aware  that  a  certain  despatch 
has  been  ?ent  Home.  In  speaking  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  tho  colony,  I  always  speak  of  him  with  the 
utmost  respect;  but  when  1  look  at  him  as  the 
representative  of  the  Crown,  I  find  that  my  vision 
is  obstructed.  I  cannot  see  the  representative  of 
the  Crown  :  on  tho  contrary,  I  see  a  political 
partisan  striving  to  deprive  tho  people  of  this 
colony  of  their  rights  and  privileges.  The  writer 
of  this  despatch  has  not  only  shown  a  partisan 
feeling,  but  he  has  evinced  a  great  ignorance  of 
constitutional  government.  I  will  refer  to  the 
part  of  the  despatch  in  which  he  argues  that  it  is 
not  right  to  reier  the  question  to  the  provinces, 
but  that  it  must  be  referred  to  the  General 
Assembly.     He  writes, — 

"  That  the  proposed  change  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  colony  is  a  matter  of  general  policy  is  a 
point  which  admits  of  no  question ;  and  to  sup- 
pose that  tho  legislation  of  the  General  Assembly, 
on  a  matter  of  this  importance,  should  be  sub- 
servient to  tlie  wiH  of  one  or  more  of  these  local 
Councilp,  appears  to  me  to  be  utterly  untenable." 
Now,  any  person  having  the  least  knowledge  of 
tho  science  of  politics  must  know  that  there  is  no 
instance  whatever,  in  the  history  of  any  country 
where  a  federal  system  of  government  obtains,  of 
the  Federal  Assembly  having  tho  power  to  abolish 
any  member  of  the  Federation.     To  show  what 
some  of  onr  public  men  in  Sneland  tliink  on  the 
{iubjeet,  I  may  read  an  extract  from  the  speech  of 
the  Buke  of  Newcastle,  in  the  House  oi  Lords, 
re   New   Zealand    Bill,   25  and   26  Victoria:— 
"  Unless  pressing  exigencies  arose,  or  the  local 
Legislatures  themselven    recommended    such    a 
course,   he  should   propose   no  measure  for  the 
amendment  of  the  existing  Constitution.*'    The 
writer  of  this  despatch  argues  that  they  ought 
not  to  bo  consulted  at  all,  while  their  vexy  exist* 
cnce  is  at  stake.     A  great  ignorance  of  constitu- 
tional usages  and  constitutional  histoiy  is  shown 
in   this  despatch.     But  even   if  we  accept  the 
theory  of  the  Centralists,  and  say  that  it  was 
proper  that  the  question  should  be  referred  to 
this  Assembly  only,  then  it  has  acted  very  im- 
properly, because  in  all  such  cases,  where  even 
only  a  constitutional  amendment  is  made,  it  is 
always  the  custom  that  there  should  be  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds    obtained  in  favour  of  it. 
There  was  not  a  majority  of  two-thirds  in  this 
Assembly   pledged   to   support   tho   abolition  of 
the  provinces.     This  is  another  question  which 
should  be  considered.     Then  another  instance  of 
political  immorality,  I  contend,  was  the  passing 
of  the   Abolition   Bill   in   the  last   session  of  a 
'  moribund  Parliament—  not  only  a  moribund  Par- 
I  liament,   but   a   Vogolizcd    Parliament,   and,   as 
I  evei-y   one    knows,   the    very   worst    Parliament 
'  that  ever  existed  in  New  Zealand.    "Yogelism" 
i  is  a  word  used  now  to  de-igivito  extravagant  and 
reckless   financial   operations,  and   also   political 
;  corrnplion.     I   think   I    have   shown   that    this 
i  Abolition    matter,   from   beginning   to   end,   has 
I  been  coiiducted  in  contravention  of  all  political 
'  morality,  of  all  ordinary  ju^liee,  and  of  all  moral 
right.     I  say  that  many  of  the  honorable  mem- 
bers of  this   House  were  inveigled  into  a  false 
'  position  by  the  statements  put  forth  by  Ministers. 
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Tfaey  have  been  under  tbo  impression  that  a 
majority  of  this  House  had  authoritj  to  abolish 
the  proTincet ;  but  now  that  they  are  made 
acquainted  with  all  the  dishonesty  that  has  been 

fractised  from  beginning  to  end  in  this  matter, 
put  it  to  them,  and  I  say  that  no  honest  man, 
no  conscientionB  man  or  honorable  man,  can 
refuse  to  Tote  for  this  Bill  introduced  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  if  he  has  any 
due  regard  for  his  character.  I  say,  if  they 
refuse  to  Tote  for  this  Bill,  they  are  acting  in  a 
manner  injurious  to  their  character.  I  may  point 
out  the  serious  results  which  must  follpw  from 
the  unconstitutional  and  unjust  attempt  made  to 
depriye  the  people  of  two  of  the  greatest  pro- 
yinces  in  botn  islands  of  their  rights.  I  say  the 
attempt  will  be  resisted  by  the  people.  It  does 
not  look  well  to  see  the  Governmont  putting 
up  one  of  their  own  supporters  to  speak  against 
the  Bill — one  who,  ererybody  knows,  has  yiolated 
the  pledges  he  gave  to  his  constituents  on  the 
hustings.  I  put  it  to  the  members  of  this 
Honae,  for  the  sake  of  the  peace  and  unity  of  the 
colony,  to  pause  before  tney  persist  in  such  a 
course  aa  they  hare  been  pursuing,  and  allow  this 
Bill  to  pass,  as  it  is  a  fur,  equitable,  and  honor- 
able solution  of  the  question,  and  will  enable 
them  to  retreat  with  dignity  from  the  false 
position  into  which  I  belieye  some  of  them  have 
been  inveigled  through  the  action  of  the  Ministiy. 
Mr.  TOLE. — I  desire  to  make  one  or  two  oo- 
senrations  upon  one  point,  which  is  the  essential 
principle  of  this  Bill,  before  it  .goes  to  the  TOte. 
1  neea  hardly  say  that  I  shall  support  it,  and  I 
bope  the  majority  of  this  House  will  do  the  same. 
It  must  be  erident  that  the  mind  of  the  GoTcm- 
ment,  so  far  as  abolition  is  concerned,  is  not  clear ; 
and  I  am  glad  that  the  consideration  of  this  Bill 
has  been  postponed  until  this  stage  of  the  session, 
because  it  will  enable  the  Government  to  retricTC 
in  some  measure  their  reputation,  which  I  am 
afraid  has  been  tarnished  by  the  blind  and  on- 
ward course  they  are  pursuing;.  It  will  enable 
them  to  come  to  a  constitutional  compromise. 
It  will  show  a  laudable  wisdom  on  their  part  to 
adopt  the  same  course — which  could  be  done  with 
greater  reason— in  relation  to  abolition,  as  they 
aid  in  respect  to  the  County  system,  namely,  make 
it  permissiye.  It  is  Terjr  discouraging  to  speak  on 
this  subject,  seeing  the  little  interest  that  is  taken 
in  it  by  the  GoTcmment  and  their  supporters. 
They  seem  resoWed  to  one  course,  and  will  not 
turn  to  either  the  right  or  the  left,  to  listen  to 
any  reasons  or  arguments  on  the  subject.  Pro- 
bably nothing  new  can  be  said  on  the  question ; 
but  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  ercry  one  who  has  the 
good  of  the  country  at  heart,  or  who  regards  the 
welfare  of  the  people  who  are  to  come  after  us,  to 
warn  the  Govern  ment  of  the  evils  which  must 
naturally  follow  from  the  breaking  up  of  one  Con- 
stitution and  the  substitution  of  another  without 
the  consent  of  the  people.  I  ask  the  Gt>vemmcnt, 
-therefore,  to  consider  these  two  or  three  points : 
First,  that  the  Abolition  Bill  was  passed  during 
the  last  session  of  an  expiring  Parliament:  not 
only  that,  but  of  a  Parliament  that  did  not  repre- 
sent the  people.  This  is  shown  in  many  ways, 
and  I  believe  the  Parliament  even  now  does  not 


represent  the  people — that  is,  in  accordance  with 
the  Constitution  Act.  The  41st  section  of  the 
Constitution  Act  declares  that  "in  determining 
the  number  and  extent  of  such  electoral  districta, 
and  the  number  of  members  to  be  elected  for  each 
district,  regard  shall  be  had  to  the  number  of 
electors  within  the  same,  so  that  the  number  of 
members  to  be  assigned  to  any  one  district  may 
bear  to  the  whole  number  of  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
the  same  proportion  as  the*  number  of  electors 
within  such  district  shall  bear  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  electors  in  New  Zealand.*'  This  would 
give,  on  an  avisrage,  one  member  to  every  700  or 
800  electors ;  and  there  are  many  members  in 
this  House  representing  much  smaller  constitu* 
encies.  If  that  principle  in  the  Constitution  Act 
were  carried  out,  Hawke's  Bay  and  Taranaki 
would  not  be  in  the  position  they  are  now,  to 
vote  away  the  Constitution.  There  are  too  many 
representatives  for  Taranaki  and  Hawke's  Bay, 
as  compared  with  the  representation  of  the  rest 
of  the  colony.  The  next  point  I  would  ask  the 
Government  to  consider  at  this  stage,  is  the  form 
of  government  they  are  setting  up  instead  of 
the  system  they  are  aBolishing.  They  are  simply 
establishing  a  strong  central  Government  and 
a  mock  County  system.  All  the  constitutional 
measures  they  have  brought  down  this  session 
tend  to  build  up  one  strong  system  of  centrali- 
zation. If  that  be  so,  the  vreihre  of  the  people 
will  not  be  conserved,  good  government  will  not 
be  maintained,  and  effective  administration  will 
not  be  obtained;  there  will  be  bad  legislation, 
and  it  will  not  result  in  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  the  people,  which  is  the  highest  aim  of  good 
government.  Then,  Sir,  there  is  also  another 
point:  Even  during  this  session,  meetings,  repre- 
senting more  than  one-half  the  whole  population, 
both  in  the  north  and  south  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand,  have  unmistakably  affirmed  their 
dissent  from  the  enactment  of  this  Abolition 
BiU  i  and,  moreover,  taking  population  as  a  basis, 
I  believe  that  the  members  in  this  House  who 
are  opposed  to  abolition  represent  the  majority 
of  the  people.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  alleged  by 
the  Government  that  the  matter  has  been  dis- 
cussed; but  really  it  has  not.  The  whole  of 
this  question  turns  upon  the  consent  of  the  local 
Legislatures.  There  is  no  clearer  maxim  in  con- 
stitutional law  than  that  the  consent  of  the  local 
Legislntures  should  be  taken.  It  is  as  dear  as 
the  trite  constitutional  maxim  that "  Neeeisitas 
quod  eoffU,  defendit"  which  probably  expresses 
also  future  warning.  Such  a  consent  is  univer- 
sally acknowledged  by  all  really  sound  statesmen. 
If  we  turn  to  the  protests  made  in  the  House  of 
Lords  upon  the  question  of  the  union  of  Canada 
in  1840,  wo  shall  find  that  Lord  Brougham  pro- 
tested in  these  terms  t — 

"Because  the  imposed  union  is  about  to  be 
effected  without  the  consent  of  cither  province 
having  been  obtained  by  any  proceeding  upon 
which  the  least  reliance  can  be  placed,  and  at  a 
moment  when  the  temporary  suspension  of  the 
Parliamentary  Constitution  in  the  more  impor- 
tant of  the  two  provinces  made  it  impossible  to 
consult  the  representatives  of  the  people." 
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In  exactly  tbe  same  terms  the  Earl  of  G^osford 
and  the  Duke  of  Wellington  spoke ;  and  Lord 
EUenhorough,  after  protesting  in  similar  wordsj 
concluded  by  saying  it  was — 

"  — inconsistent  with  prndonoo  to  take  a  step 
which  cannot  be  recalled,  ....  and 
hastily  to  adopt  a  measure  of  which  the  proposers 
do  not  pretend  to  see  the  working,  and  which  its 
opponents  deem  to  tend  directly  to  discontent 
and  injustice." 

I  would  ask  the  Goremment  to  consider  ex- 
pressions of  the  wisdom  of  men  of  that  kind. 
Coming  later  down,  to  1867,  we  find  that  John 
Bright,  one  of  the  greatest  thinkers  of  the  day, 
and  who  for  forty  years  of  his  life  has  been  en- 
Imaged  in  the  government  of  the  people,  and  who 
IS  noted  for  his  candour  and  sincerity,  spoke 
in  this  way  in  reference  to  the  proposal  to  bring 
Nova  Scotia  into  tlie  Canadian  Confederation  : — 

"  For  my  part,  I  do  not  belieye  in  the  propriety 
or  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  Toting  on  a  great 

Question  of  this  nature,  with  reference  to  the 
legislature  of  Nova  Scotia,  if  the  people  of  Nova 
Scotia  have  noTcr  had  the  question  directly  put  to 
them." 

And  then  ho  says  : — 

"  Now,  whether  the  scheme  be  a  good  or  a  bad 
one,  scarcely  anything  can  be  more  foolish,  looking 
to  the  future,  tlmn  that  any  of  the  provinces  should 
be  dragged  into  it,  either  perforce,  by  the  pres- 
sure of  the  Colonial  Office,  or  by  any  party  action 
on  the  part  of  Parliament,  in  the  hope  of  pro- 
ducing a  result  which  probably  the  populations  of 
those  provinces  may  not  wish  to  be  brought 
about.'^ 

I  may  say  here,  speaking  of  the  Colonial  Office 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Bright,  that  this  reminds  me 
of  the  despatch  of  Lord  Carnarvon,  who  appears 
to  exercise  the  same  kind  of  pressure  on  oehalf 
of  the  Colonial  Ollice,  as  I  believe  that  despatch 
based  upon  some  misrepresentation  from  the 
colony,  and  not  upon  the  unbiassed  opinion  of 
the  Law  Officers  oi  the  Crown  in  England.  No 
lawyer  could  approve  of  such  a  despatcti  as  re- 
gards its  law.  One  more  word  from  Mr.  Bright, 
and  then  I  am  done, — 

"  If  at  a  time  like  this,  when  you  are  proposing 
a  union" — a  word  which  ia  less  revolting  than 
Abolition — **  which  we  all  hope  is  to  last  for  ever, 
you  create  a  little  sore  in  a  short  time,  it  may  be 
that  the  intentions  of  Parliament  will  be  almost 
entirely  frustrated  by  the  haste  with  which  this 
measure  is  being  pushed  forward." 

These  words  speak  for  themselves.  It  was 
simply  to  bring  out  this  question  of  the  necessity 
of  the  consent  of  the  local  Legislatures  that  I  rose, 
thinking  that  this  point  might  not  have  received 
that  attention  from  the  Government  which  it  un- 
doubtedly deserves  ;  though,  perlinps,  they  are  so 
blind  in  the  onvvard  course  they  arc  pursuing  that 
they  will  see  nothing.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  think  they  would  be  consulting  their  future  glory, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  if  they  would 
avert  evils  which  must  inevitably  come  upon  the 
people  by  forcing  on  this  Abolition  Bill.  It  is 
not  now  too  late ;  they  would,  by  doing  so,  lose 
no  prestige  whatever.  Abolition,  under  present 
circumstances,  must  lead  to  the  utter  dissolution 
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of  the  country ;  and  as  the  only  means  of  averting 
the  danger,  I  hope  the  House  will  accept  this 
Permissive  BilL 

Mr.  BEES. — Sir,  I  cannot  allow  the  eonsideraf- 
tion  of  this  question  to  close,  and  the  session 
which  is  now  rapidly  drawing  to  an  end  to  past 
away,  without  giving  utterance  to  the  thoughts 
I  have  concerning  this  question,  its  importance, 
and  the  course  which  ought  to  be  pursued  by  the 
Ministry  and  the  majority  of  the  House  in  this 
matter.  The  Bill,  the  second  reading  of  which 
has  been  moved  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey),  is  in  itself  simple  and 
easy  of  comprehension,  and  one  which  any  person 
who  pretends  for  a  moment  to  be  a  student  of 
history,  or  to  have  any  acquaintance,  however 
slight,  with  constitutional  law,  at  all  events  among 
English-speaking  people,  will  see  is,  in  the  very 
highest  sense,  not  only  just  and  right,  but 
expedient  also.  The  session  which  is  now  dos- 
ing has  witnessed  a  great  many  very  impo^ 
tant  debates,  and  very  many  important  concla- 
sions  have  been  arrived  at  by  la  majority  of 
this  House.  It  is  not  very  long  since  we  heard 
the  House  resolve  that  the  peculiar  position  of 
the  colony  required  that  both  its  finances  and 
its  Constitution  should  be  reconsidered.  Thv 
tlie  Ministry  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was 
passed  unanimously.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
reconsideration  there  has  been  since  that  time, 
either  as  regards  the  financial  position  of  the 
colony  or  the  constitutional  position  of  the  colony. 
Sir,  from  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  (his  is  a 
more  important  matter  than  honorable  members 
seem  to  me  to  be  inclined  yet  to  think.  In  the 
last  session  of  Parliament,  when  the  Parliament 
was  moribund,  was  about  to  die,  a  ^Tg^  majority 
of  this  House  passed  a  resolution  affirming  the 
desirability  of  doing  away  with  the  provinces — of 
abolition,  as  it  was  called ;  and  a  measure  was 
brought  down  to  this  House  which  provided  foe 
the  carrying  out  of  that  purpose.  All  men 
seemed  to  have  considered  that,  because  this  Aet 
was  passed,  abolition  must  inevitably  come  to 
pass  ;  that  indeed  it  was  an  accompUshed  fact ; 
that  we  could  not  get  behind  the  Act;  and 
by  reason  of  that  Act  being  passed  by  this  AiH 
sombly,  it  was  assumed  that  the  provinces  wera 
literally  abolished,  the  only  oontcst  being  as  to 
the  time  when  abolition  was  to  take  effect.  We 
have  heard  a  good  deal  said  in  this  matter  in 
relation  to  the  importance  of  the  business  of  the 
country.  When  debates  have  taken  place  in 
this  House,  honorable  members  have  been  pressed 
as  to  the  time  within  which  they  oon6ned  their, 
remarks,  and  have  been  repressed,  as  it  were, 
when  giving  free  and  full  utterance  to  their 
thoughts,  by  regard  being  had  or  being  sought  to 
be  had  to  the  business  of  the  country.  Sir,  this 
question  of  the  Constitution  is  the  very  highest 
business  of  the  country.  There  is  none  tliat 
can  for  a  moment  compare  in  importance  to 
the  deciding  as  to  the  nature  of  the  laws  and 
the  form  of  government  under  which  people 
are  to  live.  What,  Sir,  is  civil  authority?  It 
is  simply  a  collection^  an  aggregation  ox  units, 
of  small  communities  which  agree  by  compact  to 
1  live  together  and  to  be  guided  by  certain  laws. 
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To  decide  the  fonn  of  Coustitation  under  which 
tre  ItTe,  the  lawe  b^  which  we  are  goTcmcd,  10 
the  matter  of  the  highest  importance  we  can  be 
galled  upon  to  consider,  and  the  most  important 
question  that  can  by  any  possibility  m  sub- 
mitted to  this  Assembly.  It  was  supposed,  when 
the  GK>Temment  brought  down  the  Abolition 
Bill  of  last  year,  they  would  haye  brought  down 
that  which  would  haye  benefited  the  whole 
people,  and  would  be  carrying  out  that  which 
thcT  stated  the^  had  commenced  in  years  gone  by 
with  the  introduction  of  the  Publio  Works  and 
Immigration  scheme ;  that  they  would  bring 
about  a  state  of  things  which  would  make  people 
in  aU  parts  of  the  country  more  wealthy  and 
prosperous — that  all  the  prosperity  which  a  people 
conla  count  upon  haying  would  be  secured.  This 
alteration  of  the  Constitution  was  to  be  the  key- 
atone  of  the  arch ;  and  yet,  when  honorable  mem- 
bers have  been  indined  to  debate  the  question, 
and  to  find  fault  with  some  of  the  measures 
of  the  Ministry,  or  to  make  suggestions  of 
alterations  in  most  important  matters,  they 
have  been  looked  upon  as  wasting  tlio  time 
of  the  Assembly ;  ana  the  cry  has  always  been, 
"  Q«t  on  with  the  business  of  the  country — the 
business  of  the  country."  Sir,  no  nation  ever 
became  great  by  becoming  wealthy.  I  think  that 
will  be  found  to  be  so.  If  any  person  who  chooses 
tor  a  moment  to  consider  the  history  of  that 
muoh-mali^ed  portion  of  the  creation,  the  men- 
tion of  which  seems  to  raise  laughter  here,  the 
human  race — ^if  any  person  wiU  tue  the  history 
of  any  portion  of  it,  in  any  station,  in  any  clime, 
or  in  any  ace,  he  will  find  that  no  nation  ever  be- 
came greatby  becoming  wealthy.  Nations  liare 
become  wealthy  after  becoming  great.  Great- 
ness in  art,  greatness  in  science,  greatness  in 
naterial  power,  have  conduced,  no  doubt,  when 
possessed  by  any  country  or  community,  to 
Its  wealth  1  but  the  mere  wealth  itself  of  any 
people,  their  merely  material  prosperity,  has 
nerer,  in  any  right  sense  whaterer,  conduced  to 
make  a  people  great.  When,  therefore,  we  hear 
tliis  constitutional  question  postponed  for  some 
question  of  material  prosperity,  when  we  hear  the 
.qnestion  of  the  amendment  A  the  laws  by  which 
the  people  are  to  be  governed,  questions  as  to  the 
model  on  which  our  constitutional  form  of  go- 
Temment  is  to  be  made  perfect,  postponed  for 
the  consideration  of  a  Haroour  Board  3ill,  or  a 
monetary  loan  Bill,  or  of  the  Bills  which,  by  hun- 
dreds almost,  during  the  present  session,  have 
encumbered  the  Order  Paper^-when  we  hear 
such  things  being  done  as  these,  we  may  well 
bdicre  that  a  majority  of  the  House  have  not 
given  due  consideration,  have  not  attached  proper 
importance  to  these  constitutional  questions,  and 
have  not  rated  them  at  their  proper  value. 
The  Constitution  of  New  Zealand,  when  it  was 
first  proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  then  the  Governor  of  this  country, 
provided  for  a  state  of  affkirs  under  which  the 
present  order  of  things  could  never  have  obtained, 
could  never  in  fact  have  arisen  ;  for  the  Constitu- 
tion proposed  by  that  honorable  gentleman  pro- 
vided that  members  of  this  House  should  be 
returned  in  proportion  to  the  population,  and 


membt-rs  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
should  be  elected  by  the  Provincial  Councils  from 
amongst  their  members.  In  that  case  we  should 
never  have  seen  the  things  we  have  witnessed. 
The  Upper  House  would  then  have  been  a  com- 
ponent part  of  the  whole  Legislature,  every  part 
of  it  helping  to  make  with  the  others  a  full 
representation  of  the  people ;  this  Chamber  being 
doubly  responsible  to  the  people  themselves, 
and  the  other  Chamber  to  bodies  who  were 
elected  by  the  people  as  their  representatives  in 
the  different  provinces.  Then  we  should  have 
found  the  Legislative  Council  working  with  this 
House,  and  not  working  in  the  interests  of  a 
class ;  not  being  antagonistic  to  the  interests  of 
the  people;  not  being  in  the  interest-s  of  one 
section  or  class  of  the  people  ns  opposed  to  the 
interests  of  another  section  or  class ;  but  striving 
in  just  and  noble  emulation  with  this  House  to 
render  the  whole  country  prosperous,  not  only 
in  material  wealth,  but  in  hU  those  principles 
and  all  those  things  which  go  to  make  up  the  true 
crreatness  of  any  country  or  of  any  people.  The 
first  fatal  step  in  the  history  of  the  Constitution 
seems  to  n\o  to  be  that  alteration  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Upper  House  which  has  led,  during  a 
long  course  ot  years,  to  the  confusion  in  which  we 
now  are.  That  seems  to  me  to  teach  a  lesson  to 
honorable  members  and  to  all  persons  who  desire 
to  rightfully  regard  this  matter.  A  fint  step, 
however  little  we  may  regard  it,  whether  it  be  on 
some  incidental  vote,  or  on  some  motion  the  car- 
rying of  which  may  seem  to  us  of  ephemeral  im- 
portance, is  often  the  planting  of  seed  which  will 
afterwards  spring  up  and  bear  good  or  bad  fruit-, 
as  the  case  may  be.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a 
single  measure  passed  through  this  House,  or  a 
single  vote  given  in  this  Chamber,  which  wUl  not 
have  an  effect  for  the  benefit  or  disadvantage  of 
the  community  for  years  to  come.  But,  Sir,  al- 
though the  Constitution  was  so  altered,  and  al- 
though the  Upper  House  had  been  made  non- 
elective,  and  tnerefore  not  representing  the 
people,  but  nominated  first  by  the  Government 
at  Home  and  afterwards  by  the  Gbvemmeut  here, 
yet  the  Constitution  of  this  countrv  was  one  such 
as  no  other  portion  of  the  British  Empire  pos- 
sessed or  enjoved.  Sir,  I  ask  honorable  members, 
and  I  ad[  t£e  people  of  this  country,  to  con- 
sider for  one  moment  the  benefits  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  provincial  system  of  the 
Constitution  Act.  They  had,  in  the  first  place, 
power  within  themselves  to  legislate  upon  all 
local  subjects  —  to  deal  with  these  subjects  by 
local  men,  elected  by  the  local  constituencies : 
that  is  to  say,  in  the  Province  of  Otago  or  the 
Province  of  Auckland,  all  questions  which  solely 
concerned  those  great  provinces  were  deliberated 
upon  by  men  chosen  by  the  people  themselves, 
and  whose  whole  thoughts  were  given  to  the  con- 
sideration of  all  questions  arising  within  the 
boundaries  of  their  own  local  districts.  And 
then  the  provinces  had  the  right — I  ask  honor- 
able members  to  pay  attention  to  this  question, 
because  abolition  takes  all  these  privileges  from 
them — they  not  only  had  the  nght  to  choose 
their  own  representatives,  but  they  had  the  right 
to  determine  on  the  spot  whether  a  road  should 
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be  direrted  or  a  new  one  made,  whether  a  charter 
should  bo  giren  to  a  Ifarbour  Board,  and  to  de* 
tennine  all  other  questions  bj  which  the  welfare 
of  communities  is  secured.  All  these  things  were 
settled  swiftly  and  inexpensivelj  bj  the  local  re* 
presentatires.  But  what  will  be  the  consequence 
of  the  change  proposed?  Tear  after  year  local 
matters  will  hare  to  come  up  to  this  House  to  be 
decided  by  people  who  know  notching  about  tbem, 
and  who,  unless  they  derote  an  enormous  amount 
of  time  and  attention  to  them,  and  obtain  a  vast 
amount  of  information — wliicb  they  are  not  likely 
to  do — will  norer  be  able  to  give  a  fair  and  un- 
biassed opinion  upon  them.  Then  the  local  Legis- 
latures had  the  power,  which  was  exercised  with 
equal  speed  and  economy,  to  hear  and  decide  all 
grieranees  arising  within  their  boundaries.  This 
session  we  have  had  men  coming  here  from  distant 
parts  of  the  colony,  at  yast  expense,  to  have  their 

Eievances  investigated.  And  with  what  result? 
embers  of  this  House  know  that  many  of  these 
petitioners,  who  came  here  to  prosecute  their 
just  and  righteous  claims  have  had  to  wait  for 
months,  and  been  compelled  to  hang  about  the 
streets  of  Wellington,  at  last  not  having  sufficient 
money  to  carry  them  back  to  their  homes.  How 
di£ferently  these  tilings  would  have  been  dealt 
with  on  the  spot !  The  decision  would  have  been 
prompt  and  final.  If  redress  were  to  be  given,  it 
would  have  been  given  ;  if  it  were  to  be  denied,  it 
would  hare  been  denied  without  delay.  The 
petitioners  would  not  have  been  subjected  to  the 
tedious  delays  attending  such  investigations  here. 
Then  tlio  provinces  had  power  to  spend  their 
own  money,  and  the  people  had  power  to  raise 
taxes  amongst  themselves.  They  had  certain  re- 
Tenucs  belonging  to  themselves,  and  over  those 
taxes  and  over  those  revenues  the  representatives 
of  the  people  from  whom  the  taxes  were  raised 
had  full  power  and  oonl  rol.  They  had  power  to 
raise  money  by  any  kind  of  taxation,  except  by 
interference  with  the  Customs  duties.  Then  they 
had  the  right — ^a  great  right,  which  the  Crown 
always  claimed — of  vetoing  the  Acts  of  their  Le- 
gislature, abandoned  by  the  Crown.  Not  a  single 
Act  of  the  local  Legislature  needed  to  go  Home 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  be  assented  to  by  Her 
Majesty.  That  was  one  of  their  greatest  privi- 
leges, and  it  was  one  of  the  prirlieges  which 
were  to  be  taken  from  the  people  of  the  pro- 
Tincee.  That  was  one  principle  of  their  local 
self-government  which  gare  them  a  very  great 
advantage,  because  even  the  Acts  of  this  House 
must  be  assented  to  by  the  Governor  on  be- 
half of  the  Crown,  or  must  be  sent  Home 
for  the  Queen's  assent,  before  they  can  become 
law.  The  provinces  not  only  had  this  power  of 
electing  their  legislative  bodies,  but  they  had 
the  power  of  electing  from  amongst  themselves 
one  man  whom  tliey  could  trust,  and  in  whom 
they  had  the  utmost  confidence,  to  fill  the  position 
«rf  Superintendent.  They  could  thus  elect  execu- 
tive officers,  who  had  power  to  disburse  their 
monevs,  control  public  works,  and  do  that  which 
the  General  G-ov?mment  will  have  to  do  in  rela- 
tion to  the  w]:olc  of  New  Zealand.  The  Super- 
intendent WPS  a  person  who,  dwelling  amongst 
the  people,  might  be  well  supposed^  as  be  was 


the  chief  custodian  of  all  their  oonfidenoe,  to  bo 
a  person  most  likely  to  look  after  their  interests 
and  secure  their  rights.  Then  thev  had  the  power 
to  dismiss  all  tliese  oflloers.  The  Frovinoial  Uoon- 
cil  had  the  power  to  ask  the  Gk>vemor  to  dismiss 
the  Superintendent,  while  it  was  still  poasible  for 
him  to  go  to  the  people  if  he  were  dismissed,  and 
be  reinstated  in  his  office.  There  was  a  complete 
system  of  check  and  oountercheck.  The  people 
at  all  times  had  the  right  to  exeroise  their  will, 
and  to  choose  for  this  office  the  person  in  whom 
they  had  extreme  oonfidenoe.  The  Provincial  Coun- 
cil Itself  could  also  be  dismissed  :  that  is  to  sa^, 
if  the  people  were  dissatisfied  with  the  Council, 
if  they  thought  it  was  not  acting  wisely,  they- 
could  petition  the  Qovemor  to  dissolve  it.  Bot 
at  the  same  time  the  Council  oould  go  before  the 
constituencies ;  and  if  they  had  oonfidenoe  in  the' 
Council,  the  members  would  be  returned  to  their 
seats.  Then  there  was  another  great  thing :  that 
all  Acts  passed  by  the  local  Legislatores,  all 
matters  concerning  their  funds  or  their  pnblio 
works,  were  discussed  and  decided  in  the  face  of 
the  people  most  interested.  Not  here,  far  avray 
from  the  great  centres,  were  those  matten  dis- 
cussed, but  in  the  provinces,  in  the  ftoe  of 
the  people,  surrounded  by  the  organs  of  public 
opinion,  and  where  the  feelings  and  ideas  of  the 
people  were  impressed  upon  their  representatives. 
Another  important  matter  we  should  not  loeo 
sight  of  is  this :  that  under  the  existing  system 
all  dtixens  are  trained  to  take  mi  active  part  in 
politideil  matters.  This  is  a  thing  we  shall  utterly 
lose  under  the  new  system,  because  it  cannot  be 
pretended  that  County  Boards  can  in  the  tlighteot 
degree  train  the  dtisens  of  the  oountry  to  take 
part  in  its  political  aflfUrs,  inasmuch  as  politics, 
in  their  extended  and  essential  sense,  are  to 
be  barred  consideration  by  the  County  Oonn« 
oils.  This,  I  may  say,  has  been  considered  in 
every  age  and  by  every  enlightened  writer  to  be 
one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  citizen ;  and  I  appeal 
to  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  voted  aninst 
this  measure  as  well  as  to  those  who  voted  for  it, 
to  men  who  are  at  all  acquainted  with  history,  to 
men  who,  in  the  words  of  an  old  writer,  should 
study  these  ingenuous  laws,  which'  are  not 
meant  to  brutalise,  but  to  inform  their  mindi 
and  to  soften  their  manners  —  I  appeal  to 
those  gentlemen  who  are  students  of  mstofj  to 
say  whether  it  is  not  abaolutely  a  hoi  that  in 
every  age  it  has  been  held  to  be  the  chief  atle- 
guard  of  a  oountry  that  all  the  citizens  should 
take  an  active  interest  in  its  Constitution.  Another 
consideration  is  that  there  was  a  liberal  firaaohiae. 
Bepresentatives  were  returned  to  the  Provincial 
Councils  upon  the  same  electoral  basia  as  mem* 
hers  of  this  House.  There  were  in  reality  two 
systems  of  representation.  All  local  matten 
were  governed  by  members  returned  within  their 
local  bonndaries,  and  all  matten  which  it  waa 
necessary  should  be  dealt  with  by  this  Aa« 
sembly  were  dealt  with  by  men  also  ratomed 
by  them  to  the  central  Legislatun.  Then  thavt 
was  the  advanta{||e  of  having  many  small  centrea 
in  which  the  various  laws  could  be  tried.  Hie 
Councils  passed  fencing  laws,  licensing  laws,  eda« 
cation  laws,  and  laws  dealing  with  many  other  nib* 
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J6oU.  AU  these  were  sntgectod  to  a  fSur  test ;  and 
although  there  might  be  half  a  dozen  failures  and 
onlj  one  snooess,  the  one  suooess  might  pounter- 
bahince  all  the  fSiiilores  :  whereas  in  tbia  Chamber, 
if  we  make  a  mistake,  the  people  in  all  parts  of 
the  oolony  maj  suffer  for  years  to  come.  There 
inaj  not  be  the  means  of  rectifying  it  until  ses- 
iiim  after  session  hae  passed  away,  for  we  know 
thai  even  after  stormy  discussions  on  any  subject 
men  do  not  easily  change  their  opinions.  It  will 
be  admitted  also  that  the  best  men  in  the  country 
were  secured  to  represent  the  people — men  who 
will  not  be  able  to  leare  their  businesses  and 
their  homes  to  come  here — and  matters  of  local 
interest  were  settled  close  to  the  doors  of  tlie 
people.  All  men  of  mark  in  the  provinces  were 
to  be  found  in  the  Councils.  Many  members  of 
this  House  are  members  of  Proyincial  Councils, 
and  I  am  sure  they  will  admit  that  they  hare 
kit  behind  them  men  equal  in  ability,  and  equal 
in  power  of  thought  and  speech,  to  any  members 
of  this  House ;  but  those  men  cannot  afford  the 
time  to  eome  here.  It  is  a  rery  good  thing  to 
die  for  one's  countxy,  but  very  often  men  are 
not  aUe  to  devote  themselves  to  public  duties  to 
Iheir  private  loss ;  and  this  is  one  of  these  cases. 
As  to  the  question  of  economy,  it  cannot,  I  think, 
he  denied  that  the  Provincial  Legislatures  have, 
in  their  own  interests,  uniformly  cut  their  coat 
•Qoording  to  the  doth.  Their  ways  and  means 
were  always  carefully  considered.  They  do  not 
net  as  we  do  here.  They  do  not  pass  estimates 
to  the  extent  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds 
an  a  single  night.  They  always  took  care  that 
Ae  burdens  upon  the  people  were  not  laid  on  too 
heavily.  They  ezercisea  far  more  economy  and 
Cstesight  than  we  do  here,  simply  because  they 
devoted  more  time  to  them.  In  this  respect 
provincial  institutions  were  a  positive  gain  to  the 
eountiFy.  In  a  word,  that  which  the  provinces 
had  to  maintain,  the  order  and  good  ^vemment 
of  the  country,  has  been  fiur  better  earned  out  and 
brouffht  to  far  more  successful  results  than  can 
possioly  be  the  case  under  the  legislation  of  this 
Assembly.  I  have  shortly  indicated  what  may 
be  taken  as  a  type  of  the  class  of  benefits  which 
were  oonftrred  upon  the  country  by  provincial 
institutions.  And  what  do  we  gain  by  the 
Qovemment  measures  P  We  liave  them  all 
before  us— at  least,  I  do  not  suppose  they  in- 
tend to  bring  down  any  more  at  this  period  of 
the  session.  We  may  conclude,  therefore,  that 
we  have  all  the  Gh>Temment  measures  before  us. 
The  first  result  is  that  which  sweeps  away  all 
these  provincial  institutions  as  though  they  had 
never  existed.  They  are  blotted  out,  as  a  boy 
at  sohool  would  Uot  out  figures  from  his  slate.  A 
elean  sheet  it  may  be  called,  and  this  may  be  called 
the  dean-sheet  Ministry ;  for  of  the  whole  Consti- 
tation  of  the  country  there  is  simply  left  a  clean 
sheet.  The  next  result  is  that  our  local  matters 
wiU  be  dealt  with  by  a  number  of  strangers 
elsated  by  stranoers  utterbr  ignorant  of  what  our 
vnnts  are.  To  deal  with  Otago  matters,  we  shall 
have  in  this  House  22  Otago  members  and  66 
•tfaer  members ;  and  to  deal  with  Auckland 
matters,  we  shall  have  20  Auckland  members  and 
66  othen — men  who  will  be  impatient  when  any 


local  question  is  raised,  who  will  not  be  able  to 
derote  to  local  matters  that  amount  of  time 
which  is  necessary,  if  they  are  to  be  dealt  with 
properly.  From  the  nature  of  this  country  those 
who  were  resident  in  it  found  it  necessary  to 
form  so  many  centres  of  popuhition ;  and  there 
are  therefore  bound  to  be  questions  of  great 
importance  to  each  particular  district,  which 
require  thoughtful  legislation,  and  should  not  be 
dealt  with  in  a  hurried  manner,  as  they  must 
be  ill  this  Assembly.  Then,  legislation  will  be 
tardy,  and  it  will  be  very  eipensive.  Many  of 
the  Bills  that  will  be  sent  up  to  us  will  here  be 
classed  as  private  BilU,  and  it  will  be  months 
before  they  can  be  put  through ;  while  the  cost 
of  bringing  up  witnesses  and  inquiring  into  each 
case  will  be  very  great,  so  that  there  will  be 
increased  expenditure  of  time  and  of  money. 
There  will  be  no  comparison  whatever  between 
the  cost  of  legislation  *and  the  speed  of  legislation 
under  the  old  system  and  under  the  new.  Then 
all  Acts  affecting  the  provinces  can  now  be  upset 
by  the  Upper  House.  That  was  a  thing  un- 
known in  the  Provincial  Councils.  ,  Here  a  ques- 
tion, it  may  be  of  the  greatest  importance,  is 
brought  forward  and  is  passed  by  this  House  on 
the  assurances  of  the  members  from  the  localities 
afieoted ;  but  it  goes  up  to  the  other  House,  and 
there,  in  all  probability,  is  at  once  thrown  ouL 
There  have  been  two  measures  of  that  kind  lately 
from  Auckland.  There  was  the  Auckhind  Insti- 
tute Bill  which  we  passed,  but  which  was  thrown 
out  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Then 
there  was  the  Auckland  Provincial  Council's 
Library  Bill,  which  the  whole  of  the  Auddand 
people  wished  to  see  made  law,  and  which  was 
passed  by  this  House,  but  in  the  other  House  it 
was  at  once  thrown  out.  An  honorable  member 
of  that  House  said, — 

"  It  was  not  necessary  to  have  any  particular 
knowledge  of  the  Province  of  Auckland  for  any 
one,  on  looking  at  this  Bill,  to  satisfy  himself 
that  the  proposed  Board,  or  whatever  it  was 
called,  was  a  political  party  Board;  and  that, 
so  far  from  providing  for  the  wants,  or  the  wishes, 
or  the  possible  needs  of  the  people  of  Auckland, 
the  practical  result  of  such  a  Bill  as  this  would 
be  to  place  in  the  hands  of  a  section  of  the  people 
of  the  City  of  AuckUnd  that  which,  belonged 
to  the  people  of  the  whole  province." 

I  say,  it  the  whole  of  the  people  of  Auckland 
were  polled  to-morrow,  they  would  elect  these 
verv  gentlemen  to  take  charge  of  the  library  ; 
and  yet,  on  such  statements  as  that,  a  Bill  which 
so  much  affects  our  province  is  at  once  to  be 
throvrn  out !  That  is  one  of  the  advantages  we 
are  to  obtain,  by  sweeping  awa^  the  legislative 
powers  of  the  Provincial  Councils.  Again,  the 
measures  in  relation  to  provincial  affairs  may  be 
vetoed  by  the  Crown.  We  have  given  up  the 
privileges  we  had  in  that  respect ;  and  now,  to 
suit  the  whim  of  a  Ministry,  measures  which  have 
passed  this  House — measures  of  great  importance 
— measures,  perhaps,  affecting  the  waste  lands 
o(  Otago,  or  the  timber  licenses  of  Auckland — 
although  they  have  passed  this  House,  have  been 
carried  through  the  Upper  House,  and  perhaps, 
through  the  pressure  of  public  opinion  have  been 


1876.] 


Abolition 


[HOTrSB.] 


Permiitive  Bill. 


64i5 


aasented  to  by  the  G-oTernor,  may,  if  the  Ministry 
of  the  day  do  not  wish  to  see  them  come  into  ope- 
ration, be  Tetoed  by  the  Crown.    All  they  have 
to  do  is  to  send  Home  a  message  through  the 
Gt>ven]or,  or  even  send    one    themseWes,    and 
Tery  likely  the  Secretary  of  State   would  ha?e 
it  vetoed.    There  was  nothing  of  that  kind  in  the 
ProTincial  Councils.    We  are  now  parting  with 
priTileges  that  were  a  gift  to  us,  without  getting 
anything  to  compensate  for  their  loss.     I  need 
scarcely  point  out,  in  passing,  that  it  was  never 
intended   these  local   matters    should    be    dealt 
with  in   this   Assembly.      The  only  things  the 
Genei*al  Assembly  were  to  deal  with  were  those 
provided  for  by  the  19th  section  of  the  Consti- 
tution Act,  while   the  Provincial  Councils  alone 
were    to   legislate  on   all   matters  outside  that 
section.     Then,  instead  of  electing  our  Superin- 
tendents, we  are  to  have  for  a  time  delegated 
officers,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  the 
Governor — that  is,   the  Ministry   of  the  day — 
is  to  exercise  all  the  powers  which  the  Constitu- 
tion Act  gave   to  the  persons   elected  by  the 
people.    That  is  not  local  self-government — that 
18  not  giving  power  to  the  people.     It  is  taking 
from  them  the  privileges  which  they  had,  and 
Testing  their  privileges  and  powers  in  the  hands 
of  persons  who  are  not  in  the  slightest  degree  re- 
sponsible to  the  people.     Again,  we  can  be  com- 
pelled now  to  corapulsorily  tax  ourselves  under 
this  Counties  Bill.    At  the  will  of  the  Assembly, 
we  may  be  called  upon  to  perform  certain  works, 
and  to  take  upon  ourselves  the  cost  of  various 
things.    This  we  may  be  called  upon  to  do,  not 
only  at  the  will  of  this  Assembly,  but  at  the  will  of 
the  G-ovemor  in  Council — and  that  is  what  is  called 
giving  the  people  greater  liberty!    Again,  we  have 
no  longer  power  to  pray  for  the  dismissal  of  these 
persons.     The  action  of  a  delegated  officer  ap- 
pointed bj  the  Governor  may  be  most  offensive, 
or  the  actions  of  the  Governor  himself  may  be 
most  arbitrary ;  but  there  will  be  no  power  in 
the  people  to  get  the  Ministry  dismissed,  or  get 
anything  done  to  redress  their  grievances.     No 
doubt  tliey  can  petition  ;   but  they  know   very 
well  what  that  means,  and  what  answer  they  are 
likely  to  get.     All  the  power  will  be  gone  of 
assuming  any   potential   part  in  the  redress  of 
their  own  grievances.     All  these  Acts  relating  to 
the  provinces  will  be  passed  far  away  from  the 
people  most  affected  by  them.    So  also  will  it  be 
with  petitions  for  redress  of  grievances.    They  will 
be  considered  in  a  place  a  hundred  miles  or  more 
away  from  that  where  the  persons   concerned 
live,  instead  of  beneath  their  own  notice  and 
under  their  own  observation.     Besides  that,  all 
legislative  acts  will  be  interfered  with  by  expense, 
by  distance,  and  by  the  length  of  time  during 
which  persons  will  be  engaged  in  the  sittings  of 
thia  House.  We  shall  also  have  cumulative  voting 
in  relation  to  these  County  Councils,  which  seems 
to  me  to  be  introducing  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge 
of  territorial  power.      The  old  Constitution  was 
the  moat  liberal  ever  granted  to  any  portion  of 
the  British  dominions.    It  gave  the  true  power 
of  local  government  to  the  people ;  and  however 
much  the  out-di:;trict8  may  have  suffered  from 
the  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  their  repre- 


sentatives or  the  partial  feelings  of  Pxovinoial 
Councils,  these  evils  could  have  been  remedied  i 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  under  the  new  system 
these  out-districts  will  have  less  attention  paid 
to  them,  and  they  will  find  their  new  masters 
worse  than  the  ola.  It  has  already  been  said  W 
the  honorable  member  who  introduced  this  BiU 
that  in  all  constitutional  changes  the  people 
affected  should  be  consulted.  When  the  Irish 
Parliament  was  done  away  with,  it  was  on  its  own 
motion.  When  the  Scotch  Parliament  was  done 
away  with,  it  was  on  its  own  motion.  When  the 
Constitution  of  Jamaica  was  changed,  it  was  on 
the  motion  of  its  own  representative  institution  i 
and  the  same  has  been  the  oase  with  regard  to 
every  single  charter  granted  by  the  Crown,  except 
in  the  reign  of  James  II.,  with  regard  to  the 
charters  granted  to  certain  towns  and  in  the 
North  American  colonies — a  change  which  led 
as  much  as  anything  else  to  the  downfall  of  the 
Stuart  dynasty.  There  is  no  single  example  in 
the  history  of  England  of  a  charter  onoe  granted, 
which  gave  large  powers,  being  taken  away  with- 
out the  people  who  received  it  expressing  their 
willingness  through  their  representatives.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  speeches  of  Pitt  in  days  gone  by ;  to 
those  of  Bright,  and  to  the  letters  of  Haroourt 
and  other  ,men  of  the  present  time — amongst 
them  those  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  whose  writings  have  been  quoted  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter  by  some  of  the  first  men  in 
Europe.  Suppose  for  a  moment  England  were 
to  call  the  colonies  to  Parliament,  and  then 
were  at  once  to  sweep  away  all  the  legislative 
powers,  what  would  be  the  consequence?  It 
would  sweep  away  the  colonies  from  the  Bri- 
tish Crown.  They  would  say,  '*  We  want  our 
own  local  Government — a  Government  repre- 
senting the  people  here,  which,  on  the  spot,  can 
legislate  for  matters  required  on  the  spot — a 
Government  which  can  be  compelled,  by  publio 
opinion  and  influence  in  the  place  itself,  to  guard 
securely  and  loyally  the  interests  of  the  people, 
to  do  the  publio  works  and  spend  the  pubUo 
money  properly.  We  will  not  aUow  you  to  tf^ 
away  our  privileges  without  our  consent."  That 
is  a  position  exactly  analogous  even  to  that  of  % 
conquered  counti7.  Its  ri^ts  and  the  privileges 
of  its  people  are  respected.  Look  at  Canada. 
Look  at  the  Channel  Islands:  Guernsey  and 
Jersey,  to  this  day,  after  centuries  of  rule  by 
England,  have  their  own  special  institutions  pre- 
served to  them.  Look  at  the  little  Isle  of  Man, 
a  place  not  larger  than  an  ordinary  parish,  and 
certainly  not  as  large  as  many  road  districts  in 
this  colony,  and  yet  it  has  its  own  form  of  go- 
vernment, for  it  cannot  be  called  a  Parliament, 
so  tender  is  the  English  Government — and  in 
fact  all  Governments — of  altering  constitutional 
maxims  and  ideas  and  forms  of  legishUive  power 
when  once  they  have  been  granted.  If  this 
House  chooses,  or  if  the  Gk>vemment  chooses,  to 
get  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to 
sweep  away  provincial  institutions  without  oca- 
suiting  the  people,  then  the  next  step  may  be  to 
do  away  mth  the  representative  institutions  of 
New  Zealand  altogether.  That  is  but  another 
step.    I  had  intended,  had  it  not  bwn  for  the 


G46 


Aholiiion 


[HOUSE.]  Permissive  Bill  [Oct.  26 


late  period  of  tlie  session,  when  CTcry  ten 
minutes  nre  considered  of  value,  and  honor- 
able members  are  anxious  to  eome  to  the  end, 
to  have  glanced  at  what  lias  been  done  under 
proTincial  institutions  in  New  Zealand ;  to  haro 
shown  bow,  from  a  wilderness,  the  country  has 
been  made  habitable,  how  roads  and  bridges 
hare  been  constructed  and  railways  formed, 
how  hospitals  and  libraries  and  places  of  pub- 
lic pleasure  and  public  recreation  haro  sprung 
up-—how,  in  a  word,  all  those  institutions 
which  form  a  cirilized  and  happy  society  hare 
grown  up  and  become  great  and  powerful  un- 
der the  provincial  institutions.  I  do  not  do  so, 
out  of  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  ITouse. 
But  I  may  now  point  out  that  the  provincial 
institutions  which  we  are  losing  are  institutions 
which,  in  this  country,  are  of  great  value— are 
privileges  and  rights  which  no  other  part  of  the 
British  Empire  possesses ;  and  in  losing  them  we 
are  to  have  nothing  in  their  place  but  a  large 
system  of  Centralism,  by  which  all  iK)wcr  and  in- 
fluenoe  and  all  appointments  are  centred  in  the 
hands  of  the  few  gentlemr^n  who  may  form  the 
Ministry  of  the  day.  Sir,  the  request  made  in 
this  Bill  is  a  reasonable  request :  it  U  that  the 
people  of  the  provinces  themselros  should  be 
allowed  to  decide  this  question  ;  it  is  that  the 
Provincial  Legislatures  themselves  should  state 
whether,  in  their  opinion,  these  privileges  should 
be  given  up,  and  whether  all  the  powers  should  be 
centred  in  this  Assembly.  If  Ministers  are,  as 
they  seem  to  be,  determined  by  their  majority  to 
carry  the  Provincial  Abolition  Bill,  they  must 
please  themselves  ;  but  they  must  remember  that 
it  is  the  people  who  will  rule  after  all — that  all 
power  in  free  communities  must  spring  from  the 
people.  As  soon  as  the  people  begin  to  find  out 
the  hollownesB  of  the  assurances  of  the  Ministry 
— as  soon  as  they  begin  to  find  that  they 
have  been  promised  bread  and  have  got  but 
a  stone — their  anger  will  fall  upon  those 
by  whom  they  have  been  deceived.  I  am  not 
■orry  at  what  has  taken  place.  I  believe  a  coun- 
tij  and  a  people  can  only  become  great  by  reason 
of  conflicts  such  as  this ;  it  is  only  when  these 
things  press  on  tlie  people  that  their  minds  are 
roused  to  a  consideration  of  their  impoHance,  and 
it  is  only  by  the  whole  people  being  taught  to 
think  and  to  feel  that  any  country  can  expect  in 
any  degree  to  rite  in  the  scale  of  civilized  com- 
munities, and  to  lift  its  head  above  the  common 
ran  of  people.  I  therefore  am  not  at  all  sorry  to 
•ee  these  things  being  done.  All  I  can  hope  and 
trust  is  that  the  will  of  the  people  will  be  exer- 
cised in  a  peaceable  and  constitutional  manner. 
I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  by  the  time  the 
Assembly  meets  next  session  the  people  will 
decide  upon  this  so-called  local  self-government 
which  is  sour;ht  to  be  imposed  upon  them,  and 
will  find  out  that  it  is  a  sham,  a  delusion,  and  a 
mare — that  they  will  contend  for  a  return  to 
those  institutions  under  which  they  have  lived 
ted  prospered  for  so  many  years — that  they  will 
return  from  the  morass  and  quagmire  into  which 
they  have  been  beguiled — that  they  will  return  to 
the  strong  and  steady  standing- ground  which 
they  had  before — that  they  will  return  to  the  old 


paths,  the  old  ways  wHere  they  walked,  and  where 
they  at  any  rate  had  security,  and  of  which  thej 
had  a  knowledge.  I  hope  the  majority  of  this 
House  will  see  fit  to  grant  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  the  seoond  reading  of  the 
measure  that  he  ha^  proposed. 

Sir  G.  GRET.— I  will  only  trouble  the  House 
with  a  very  few  remarks  in  reply.  I  wish  to  say 
that  it  is  with  regret  I  find  that  the  €h>vemment 
answered  my  speech  by  putting  up  an  honorable 
gentleman  to  say  that  I  had  been  guilty  of  open 
rebellion.  No  one  knew  better  than  the  Q-ovem- 
ment  that  that  statement  was  absolutely  contrarj 
to  fact ;  no  one  knew  better  than  the  honorable 
member  who  made  the  statement  that  it  was 
absolutely  contrary  to  fact.  There  are  some 
minds  so  sunk  in  worship  of  those  in  power  that 
anything  said  against  those  in  power  for  the 
moment  appears  to  be  rebellion.  To  have  said 
anything  against  the  Premier  of  this  colony  was 
rebellion  in  the  mind  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wakatipu,who  brought  forward  this  accusa- 
tion of  open  rebellion  against  myself.  My  words 
were  carefully  weighed  ;  they  contained  no  single 
rebellious  thought  or  expression.  The  GK>Tem- 
meut  knew  that  as  well  as  I  did ;  but  throughout 
this  session  one  of  the  means  of  embarrassing  my- 
self and  my  friends  has  been  that  of  the  location  oj 
the  Q-ovemment  of  two  members  close  to  us,  con- 
tinually to  interrupt  and  insult  us.  The  benches 
occupied  by  the  Government  supporters  may  be 
looked  at,  and  it  will  bo  found  that  we  have  put 
nobody  there  to  insult  them  on  every  occasion. 
Not  only  publicly  by  remarks  made  in  this  House, 
but  by  remarks  made  in  private  to  reach  our 
ears  during  debate,  those  who  may  happen  to 
oppose  the  Government  have  been  insulted. 
Although  so  unusual  a  proceeding  in  a  lesis- 
lativo  body  may  be  neglected,  I  ao  hope  that 
in  the  next  session  some  provision  may  be 
made  by  which  honorable  gentlemen  sent  hj 
constituencies  to  this  House  may  be  free  from 
insults  of  the  kind  1  am  referring  to.  I  do  hope 
that  the  Government  will  consider  that  it  forgets 
its  true  position  in  having  recourse  to  warfare  of 
that  kind.  In  no  other  Legislative  Assembly 
would  the  Government  be  concerned  in  suen 
things.  The  Government  cannot  deny  that  one 
of  tlioir  own  officers  in  the  House  has  been  one  of 
the  persons  employed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  such  offences. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— The  honorable  member  is 
out    of   order   in    introducing    now  matter    in 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  statement  is  abso- 
lutely without  foundation. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — ^The  honorable  member  says 
the  statement  is  without  foundation.  I  should 
be  allowed  to  show  that  it  is  not. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  claim  the  righfc 
of  replying  to  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— The  honorable  member  is 
out  of  order  in  introducing  these  new  topics. 

Sir  G.  GRET.— I  submit  that  freedom  of 
debate  ought  to  be  observed  in  this  House.  I 
stand  up  to  ask  for  freedom  of  debate.  That 
has  not  oeen  allowed  this  session  by  the  €K>Teni- 
ment.    When  I  find  that  we  bare  been  robbed 
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of  institutions  such  as  I  nm  in  favour  of  bo- 
curing,  it  ii  difficult,  in  returning  to  one's  con- 
stituents again,  not  to  put  on  record  that  which 
will  preserve  a  remembrance  that  such  t))ings 
hare  taken  place.  That  is  mj  sole  desire.  I  say, 
in  point  of  inct,  that  it  is  bj  a  follower  of  t])e 
GoTornroent  used  by  them,  that  the  accusation 
was  made  against  me  of  having  advocated  open 
rebellion.  A  more  unjust  accusation  was  neyer 
made  against  any  subject  of  the  Queen  or  anj 
member  of  this  House.  I  say  that,  that  accusa- 
tion having  been  made  hero,  if  the  Premier  waa 
actuated  by  right  feelings  towards  members  of  tlie 
Legislature,  he  would  nave  denied  that  such  has 
been  the  case.  That  accusation  having  come 
from  a  follower  of  his  own  party,  according  to 
all  the  ordinary  rules  observed  in  Iiegislative 
Assemblies  I  was  entitled  to  rebut  a  statement 
of  that  kind.  I  simply  indignantly  throw  back 
in  the  teeth  of  the  G-ovemment  the  accusation 
that  they  caused  to  be  made  against  me.  I  say 
that  a  reference  to  my  speech  will  prove  that  the 
accusation  was  unfounded,  and  will  convince 
everybody  that  the  Government  knew  that  it  was 
unfounded. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  bo  read  a  second 
time  ;'*  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 


Ayes         

Noes         

Majority  against .. 


36 
13 


Atis. 


Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Laatour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hi  slop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk, 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bo  wen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hur^thouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Mandcrs, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomeiy, 


Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  W:  Wood. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Tole. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pearoe, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rowc, 
liv.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Wftson, 
Mr.  Whitakor, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Kelly. 


TIio  motion  for  the  second  reading  was  con- 
sequently iiejX'ttived. 

Mr.  MURRAY  explained  that  he  had  paired 
with  Mr.  Murray-Aynsley  on  Government  ques- 
tions, and,  having  remained  in  tlie  House  when 
tlie  division  was  taken,  he,  finding  this  was  a 
Government  question,  gave  his  vote  with  the 
"  Noes,"  otherwise  he  would  have  Toted  with  the 
"  Ayes." 

NATIVE  GRANTEES  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  this  Bill, 

Mr.  BUTTON  explained  that,  when  he  moved 

the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  it  was  understood 

that  any  discussion  desired  should  t-ake  place  on 

the  motion  for  its  committal. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  move  that  the  Order  of 
the  day  for  the  committal  of  this  Bill  be  dis- 
charged, and  would  very  shortly  explain  bis 
reason  for  doing  so.  In  the  first  place,  tnis  was  a 
retrospective  Bill,  and  the  Assembly  ought  to  be 
very  careful  in  sanctioning  retrospective  legisla- 
tion, no  matter  how  good  a  case  it  might  be.  The 
fact  that  a  Bill  was  sought  to  be  passed  for  the 
very  purpose  of  making  that  law  which  was  not 
law  last  year,  or  three  or  four  years  ago,  should 
put  them  on  their  guard.  Tlie  honorable  mem- 
ber who  had  introduced  this  Bill  had  done  so  at 
the  instance  of  an  honorable  member  of  the  Upper 
House,  but  had  not  been  aware  of  the  facts  and 
had  done  so  out  of  good  nature.  The  legislation 
of  the  Assembly  for  many  years  in  reference  to 
Native  lands  had  been  cruelly — he  might  even 
say  criminally — unjust  and  neglectful.  Ho  would 
mention  one  case  to  show  his  meaning.  Nearly 
all  the  grantees  under  the  Native  Lands  Acts 
were  tenants  in  common ;  and  if  one  of  them 
died,  the  property  went  to  the  surviving  grantees, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  widow  and  children.  The 
Act  of  1873,  which  this  Bill  sought  to  repeal,  was 
moved  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  in  the  Upper  House 
who  put  it  before  the  Council  that  it  was  a  retro* 
spcctive  Bill,  intended  to  cure  a  yery  great  defect 
in  tlie  Native  land  laws.  The  Bill  came  down  (o 
the  House  at  a  late  period  of  the  session  ;  it  was 
moved  by  the  Native  Minister,  but  no  discussion 
took  place,  and  the  Bill  became  law.  Three  years 
had  elapsed,  and  no  attempt  had  been  made  to 
show  that  a  necessity  existed  for  the  alteration 
of  the  law.  By  the  Act  of  1873,  certain  rights 
were  given  to  the  Native  people.  Ho  contended, 
first  of  all,  that  the  House  ought  not  to  consent 
to  retrospective  legislation,  excepting  under  a 
pressing  necessity ;  and,  secondly,  if  the  House 
was  asked  to  legislate  retrospectively,  the  Bill 
ought  to  come  from  the  Government,  because  the 
Government  would  bo  responsible  for  it,  and  they 
could  say  whether  a  necessity  for  the  legislation 
existed.  This  Bill  was  brought  into  the  Upper 
House  by  a  private  member,  by  a  member  who 
was  interested — he  would  say  that  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly— in  the  title:*  which  this  Bill  would  affect. 
A  Committee  sat  upon  this  Bill,  and  t-ook  evidence. 
The  stAteinents  of  the  Hon.  Br.  Pollen  and  Sir 
1).  McLean  were  din^clly  contradictory.  Dr. 
Pollen  umintained  that  the  Bill  had  been  brought 
in  by  the  Government  with  the  full  knowledge  of 
its  retrospective  operation ;  and  Sir  D.  McLoau 
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■aid  lie  did  not  know  it  had  a  retrospectiTe 
operation.  It  happened  that,  at  tho  last  meeting 
of  tlie  Committee,  three  or  four  members  were 
away,  they  being  ill.  The  result  was  that  a  re- 
port in  favour  of  the  Bill  was  sent  to  the  Upper 
House,  and  the  Bill  consequently  got  a  second 
and  third  reading.  He  contended  tliat  the  fact 
that  the  Bill  had  not  been  brought  in  by 
the  Government,  but  had  been  introduced  into 
tho  Assembly  by  a  member  of  the  Upper  House 
who  had  a  direct  personal  interest  in  tho  matter, 
and  that  it  had  been  brought  in  without  due 
notice  having  been  given  to  the  people  who  were 
affected  by  it,  tho  Maoris  of  Poverty  Bay,  who 
would  be  deprived  of  rights  given  by  tho  House 
under  solemn  Act  in  1878,  should  cause  this 
House  to  reject  this  Bill.  If  legislnfion  of  this 
kind  was  necessary,  it  ought  to  come  from  the 
Gk>Temnient,  to  whom  all  parties  looked  as  being 
responsible  for  the  law.  If  next  session  the  G-o- 
Temment  could  come  to  the  House  and  say  that, 
having  made  inquiries,  they  found  that  the  Bill 
was  necessary,  he  would  not  oppose  it.  Under 
the  circumstances,  he  hoped  the  Order  of  the  day 
would  be  discharged ;  but  if  the  Bill  were  pushea 
into  Committee,  he  would  oppose  it  to  the  very 
utmost. 

Mr.  BUTTON  did  not  intend  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  with  any  lengthy  remarks  upon 
this  Bill ;  but,  in  answer  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Rodney,  he  wished  to  say  that,  aUhough 
the  Bill  was  retrospectiye  in  its  character,  it  was 
simply  to  cure  a  mischief  done  by  an  Act  having 
retrospective  operation,  which  was  passed  on  a 
previous  occasion.  There  was  only  one  clause  in 
the  Bill  excepting  the  short  title.     It  was, — 

*'  Nothing  contained  in  *  The  Native  Grantees 
Act,  1873,'  shall  be  construed  to  affect  or  to  in- 
Talidate  any  deed  or  instrument  whieh  before  and 
but  for  the  coming  into  force  of  the  said  Act  was 
Talid  at  law  and  in  equity ;  but  cTery  such  deed 
and  instrument  shall  continue  to  have  the  same 
validity  and  operation,  and  to  be  as  binding  on 
the  parties  thereto,  as  if  the  said  Act  had  not 
been  passed." 

The  fact  of  the  matter  waa  that  by  "  The  Na- 
tiTC  6h«ntees  Act»  1878|"  certain  deeds  and  in- 
struments were  rendered  invalid,  and  this  Bill 
Bought  to  put  them  in  the  same  position  as  they 
were  in  before.  The  honorable  member  for  Bod- 
ney  said  that  tho  House,  by  the  Act  of  1878,  con- 
ferred upon  the  Natives  certain  privileges  and 
rights;  but  they  were  rights  the  Natives  had 
parted  with  by  contract  in  some  instances.  The 
position  of  matters  was  this :  It  was  customary 
to  issue  Crown  grants  to  several  Natives,  mak- 
ing them  joint  tenants,  and  when  one  died  his 
rights  went  to  tho  survivors.  As  the  law  stood 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1873,  any  joint 
tenant  could  port  with  his  right,  thereby  bar- 
rine  the  right  of  survivorship.  As  the' matter 
had  been  explained  to  him — he  was  not  person- 
ally acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case — some 
contracts  were  entered  into  with  those  joint  ten- 
ants ;  and,  as  tlie  law  then  stood,  those  contracts 
were  valid.  The  law  of  1873  came  into  force, 
and  altered  the  operation  of  the  common  law 
of  England  with  regard  to  these  joint  tenants. 


It  stated  that  the  lands  should  he  dealt  with 
as  other  Native  lands  were,  thereby  taking  away 
all  tlie  right  of  joint  tenants  to  alienate,  their 
estate,  and  invalidating  the  contracts  that  had 
been  made.  This  Bill  proposed  to  reinBtat«  all 
contracts  made  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
1873  in  the  position  they  formerly  held.  He 
agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for  Rodney 
that  the  House  should  be  careful  in  passing  any 
retrospective  measure;  but  this  Bill  was  to  do 
away  with  the  effect  of  a  retrospective  measure. 

Mr.  NAHE  had  a  fear  about  this  Bill :  it  was 
not  clear  to  the  Maoris.  Tho  law  passed  in  1878 
was  an  improvement  on  the  law  which  existed 
previously,  and  this  had  the  effect  of  making 
the  shares  of  these  grantees  pass  to  their  de- 
scendants. But  there  was  nothing  in  that  Act 
aghinst  the  sales  or  leases  entered  into  before 
1873.  Therefore  he  thought  there  was  no  ground 
of  complaint  on  the  part  of  those  who  purchased 
before  1873  to  warrant  the  introduction  of  a  Bill 
like  this.  He  also  wished  to  urge  this  objection : 
that  numerous  Bills  were  brought  in  relating  to 
Maori  lands ;  the  Maoris  were  not  conversant 
with  the  Acts  already  passed  ;  and  yet  here  they 
had  a  new  Bill  brought  in.  He  did  not  think 
any  regard  had  been  shown  to  the  Maoris  by  the 
promoter  of  this  Bill.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  some  evil  design  on 
the  Natives.  Therefore  he  would  support  the 
proposal  for  its  discharge. 

Mr.  TAKAMOANA  agreed  with  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for  the  West- 
ern Maori  District.  The  Bill  should  be  circulated 
amongst  the  Natives,  in  order  that  they  might 
understand  it  and  be  able  to  compare  it  ^ith 
laws  parsed  formerly.  If  they  desired  that  the 
Native  and  European  people  should  become  one, 
they  should  have  equal  opportunities  of  study- 
ing these  Bills.  It  was  objectionable  that,  whue 
the  Government  were  bringing  in  a  Native  Land 
Bill,  private  members  should  be  permitted  to  do 
so  also.  That  was  very  wrong.  Such  Bills  ought 
to  be  introduced  by  the  Grovemment^  and  not 
by  private  members,  and  he  hoped  this  measure 
would  be  thrown  out. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Bill  appeared  to 
be  a  very  reasonable  one.  It  was  not  retrospec- 
tive in  any  sense,  its  object  being  to  cure  retro- 
spective legislation  in  an  Act  of  1878,  which  was 
Eassed  without  proper  consideration.  If  the 
onorable  gentlemen  representing  Maori  districts 
looked  carefully  into  the  Bill,  they  would  see  that 
it  did  not  interfere  with  Native  rights,  but  simply 

E laced  all  parties  in  an  equal  position  before  the 
kw.  There  were  some  agreements  made  in  1873; 
and  he  felt  sure  the  Natives,  rather  than  repu- 
diate Ihoae  agreements,  would  wish  to  see  them 
faithfully  carried  out.  As  far  as  ho  was  aware, 
the  agreemeuls  were  reasonable  and  fair,  and  this 
Bill  stated  that  if  they  were  fair  and  honest  they 
should  be  enforced.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
agree  to  pass  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  the  Bill  certainly  appeared 
to  have  a  retrospective  effect.  It  not  only  went 
back  as  far  as  1873,  but  it  went  back  to  the  East 
Coast  Act  of  1868.  In  considering  matters  affect- 
ing tho  Natives,  it  was  only  right  that  the  House 
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should  deal  with  them  calmly  and  dispassionate]}'. 
It  was  possible,  as  stated  bj  the  lionorabla 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  G-orcrnment,  that 
the  Natives  had  the  best  of  the  agreements,  but 
on  the  other  hand  they  might  be  told  that  it  was 
not  so.  Ho  certainly  agi'eed  with  the  Native 
members  who  had  spoken  that  it  was  wrong  for 
private  members  of  the  House  to  bring  forward 
measures  simply  to  protect  ihemselyes.  If  an 
amendment  of  the  law  with  regard  to  the  Natives 
was  required,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  consider  the  matter,  and  bring  down  a  well- 
digested  measure.  They  should  not  be  asked  at 
the  last  stage  of  the  session  to  consider  such  a 
Bill  as  this.  It  should  first  of  all  bo  circulated 
amongst  Europeans  as  well  as  Maoris,  and  then 
they  would  be  able  fairly  to  consider  Iho  well- 
being  of  the  two  races,  and  endeavour  to  make 
the  Bill  meet  tho  requirements  of  each.  He 
thought  there  was  very  good  ground  for  iho  dis- 
sension which  at  present  occupied  tho  Native 
mind.  Ue  was  sorry  to  have  to  say  it ;  but  having 
been  born  in  tho  colony,  and  being  tolerably  well 
acquainted  with  the  Native  people  and  tho  Native 
language,  he  thought  he  could  speak  with  some 
little  authority,  and  ho  knew  that  a  great  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  existed  amongst  the  Maoris  at  the 
present  time ;  and  it  bchored  the  Government 
fairly  to  consider  this  measure,  otherwise  they 
would  become  involred  in  some  of  those  troubles 
which  the  Europeans  of  this  island  did  not  wi«h 
to  be  involved  in.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
reject  tho  BilL 

Mr.  SWANSON  would  put  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment whether  it  would  not  be  as  well  to  allow 
this  Bill  to  drop.  It  could  then  bo  printed  in 
the  two  Maori  newspapers,  and  by  that  means  its 
contents  would  become  known  to  the  Native 
people.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  Premier  that, 
if  a  bargain  was  fairly  and  honestly  made,  it 
^ould  be  carried  out ;  but  he  also  believed  tliat 
the  Natives  had  sufllcient  honor  to  prevent  them 
repudiating  a  fair  transaction.  The  Bills  that 
wero  brought  dowu  to  deal  with  Native  matters 
did  not  impress  him  with  the  wisdom  employed 
in  their  preparation.  The  Bill  brought  down  by 
the  Government  early  in  the  session  to  cure  all 
these  matters  ^-as  received  with  great  dissatisfac- 
tion, by  Natives  as  well  as  Europeans ;  and  now, 
at  the  end  of  the  session,  they  were  asked  to  pa^-s 
a  Bill  affecting  very  important  rights.  lie  hoped 
it  would  not  be  proceeded  with  any  further.  No 
evil  result  could  happen  in  tho  meantime ; 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  the  whole  subject 
could  be  dealt  with  in  an  exhaustive  manner  next 
session. 

Mr.  TAIAROA  said  the  Bill  contained  no 
preamble,  and  did  not  in  any  way  explain  its 
object.  Apparently  it  was  introduced  to  validate 
certain  agreements  entered  into  at  some  former 
time ;  but  he  hoped  it  would  be  withdrawn.  It 
would  be  much  better  to  deal  with  the  whole 
subject  of  Native  lands  next  session. 

Bill  discharged. 

TRIENNIAL  PARLIAMENTS  BILL. 
Sir  G.  GREY,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  sold  that  Ayb  years  was  the  period  for 


which  Parliaments  wore  originally  elected  in  this 
colony.  As  public  opinion  changed  so  rapidly  in 
colonial  countries,  and  as  new  questions  arose  sud- 
denly, it  was  proposed  now  to  improve  the  repre- 
sentation by  providing  that  Parliaments  should 
not  be  elected  for  more  than  three  years.  There 
was  a  peculiar  necessity  at  the  present  day  for 
such  a  change  being  made.  Serious  and  important 
events  were  likely  to  take  placed  this  ooantry. 
It  was  now  proposed  to  rehnquish  the  power  of 
electing  their  own  Gt>vernors,  and  to  reoeive  Gt>- 
vemors  nominated  by  the  Ministry  of  the  day 
in  England.  Gt)vemors  were  no  lon^r  nomi- 
nated by  the  Queen.  Their  oommiieions  were 
issued  in  Her  Majesty's  name.  Within  his  own 
lifetime,  a  Governor  was  absolutely  selected  by 
the  Queen.  Kccontly,  however,  he  had  seen  the 
Secretary  of  State  departing  from  that  rule,  and 
simply  notifying  that  he  had  been  pleased  to  ap* 
point  a  Gbvemor,  and  that  Her  Majesty  would  be 
advised  to  confirm  the  appointment.  They  hod 
here  given  up  the  privilege  of  electing  their  own 
Governors,  and  were  about  to  accept  nominated 
Governors.  Then,  a^n,  they  hod  originally 
Ijegislative  Chambers  in  New  Zealand  composed 
of  representatives  from  districts  immediately  sur- 
rounding the  place  in  which  the  Chamber  sat. 
Those  representatives  had  the  right  of  making 
their  own  laws,  free  from  control  from  Ghreat 
Britain  or  any  other  country.  They  were  about 
to  give  up  that  privilege;  they  were  about  to 
give  up  all  power  of  legislating  for  them- 
selves, and  of  attending  to  their  own  affairs  ;  they 
were  about  to  place  those  aflhirs  entirely  in  the 
liands  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  assembled  at 
Wellington.  It  was  very  certain  that  few  gentle- 
men would  spend  so  much  of  their  time  in  Wel- 
lington every  year  if  the  Parliaments  were  elected 
for  five  years.  The  chance  of  getting  good  repre- 
sentatives was  greatly  increasMl  by  limiting  the 
duration  of  Parliament  to  three  years.  It  was 
quite  certain  that  they  would  require  active 
members,  or  the  business  of  the  country  would 
not  be  properly  attended  to  here.  While  the 
present  question  was  under  consideration,  he  saw 
there  were  only  two  members  of  the  Ghovemment 
in  their  place.  He  observed  that  Ministers  were 
continually  absent  when  important  questions 
were  being  considered.  Under  such  a  state  of 
tilings,  and  when  questions  so  vitally  offecting  the 
interests  of  the  colony  would  have  to  be  con- 
sidered, it  was  necessary  that  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Zealand  should  have  the  power  of  rapidly 
changing  their  representatives  if  they  did  not  at- 
tend to  their  important  duties.  He  was  conyinoed 
that  their  only  chance  of  getting  the  business  of 
the  country  properly  conducted  under  the  new 
system  would  be  by  limiting  the  duration  of  Parlia- 
ment— that  was,  to  insure  tho  return  of  memben 
to  t^its  House  at  least  every  three  years.  With 
those  few  remarks,  he  begged  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WHITAXEB  said  the  question  of  the 
duration  of  Parliaments  was  one  wliich  required 
careful  consideration ;  but  he  thought  the  present 
period  of  the  session  was  not  the  time  when  th^ 
could  give  that  consideration  to  the  subject  whira 
it  deserved.     Tho  whole  of  the  electoral  laws 
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would  hare  to  be  taken  into  oonsideralion  next 
seesion,  and  neoeiearilY  this  subject  would  also 
hare  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  subject. 
Therefore  he  thought  tiiis  Bill  had  better  be 
postponed  until  that  time.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  honorable  gentleman's  intention  was 
that  this  Bill  should  apply  to  the  present  Parlia- 
ment or  only  to  future  Parliaments.  He  thought 
this  was  not  ad^  opportune  time  to  discuss  this 
question.  It  must  come  on  for  consideration  early 
next  session.  He  would  more  the  prerious  ques- 
tion— that  the  question  be  now  put. 

Mr.  STEVENS  was  extremely  unwilling  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House ;  but  the  question 
was  one  on  which  he  had  formed  fixed  opinions 
after  a  considerable  amount  of  reflection.  He 
might  say  that  he  was  altogether  in  favour  of  the 
proposition  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  because  it  appeared  to  him  that,  in  view 
of  the  great  changes  that  were  to  take  place  in 
the  gOTemment  of  the  country,  and  which  were 
now  being  given  effect  to,  it  was  important  that 
the  greatest  possible  freedom  should  be  given  to 
the  constituencies  in  the  selecting  of  their  repre- 
sentatives— that  they  should  have  every  oppor- 
tunity of  approving  or  disapproving  of  tiiem. 
He  was  led  to  that  conclusion  as  much  by  what 
had  taken  place  in  the  past  as  by  what  was 
likely  to  take  place  under  the  contemplated 
changes  referred  to,  because  he  had  noticed  for  a 
number  of  years  that  the  whole  character  of 
a  constituency  had  been  completely  or  almost 
completely  changed  in  a  very  short  period  of 
time.  He  noticMl,  also,  that  an  immense  change 
took  place  in  a  few  vears  in  metropolitan  con- 
stituencies. Those  who  represented  suburbs  in 
conjunction  with  cities  must  be  aware  that  they 
were  at  all  times  liable  to  see  a  change  take 
place  in  the  constituency  which  materially  altered 
the  current  opinions  of  that  constituency.  lie 
was  aware  that  arguments  were  used  to  the  effect 
tlwt  it  was  not  desirable  to  disturb  the  minds  of 
the  people  by  frequent  electiona.  He  was  of  a 
quite  different  opinion.  He  thought  the  more 
public  attention  was  given  to  public  affairs  the 
better;  the  more  likely  were  the  people  to  be  well 
and  thoroughly  represented  in  the  country,  the 
more  likely  were  they  to  have  a  represenrjition 
satisfactory  to  the  constituencies  in  the  re- 
spective districts.  There  were  times  when  the 
representatives  might  be  popular,  and  there 
might  be  times  when  they  miglit  be  unpopular: 
they  would  have  to  abide  by  the  public  voice. 
It  was  ridiculous  to  state  as  a  reason  against 
triennial  Parliaments  that  the  constituencies 
would  run  a  risk  of  losing  experienced  public 
men.  There  were  many  arguments  which  might 
be  used  in  support  of  this  Bill.  If  the  arguments 
in  favour  of  it  were  fully  staled,  as  against  those 
brought  forward  in  opposition  to  it,  the  prepon- 
derance in  favour  of  it  would  be  enormous.  The 
great  point  was  this:  that  the  effect  of  the 
present  proposal  woald  be  that  it  would  tend  to 
bring  this  Lenslature  into  the  greatest  possible 
sympathy  with  the  population  of  the  country. 
Under  the  change  in  the  Constitution,  the  House 
was  transferring  to  itself  the  greatest  portion  of 
the  popular  attention  that  had  previously  been 


absorbed  by  the  Provincial  Legislatures.  He  oould 
conceive  nothing  that  would  be  of  more  importance 
than  to  give  to  the  public  the  utmost  po«ibla 
opportunitj  of  placing  themselves  in  the  cloeeifc 
sympathy  with  the  members  of  the  Legialatara 
whom  they  were  called  upon  to  return  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  HENBT,  in  reply  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  had  just  sat  down,  said  that  if  a  general 
election  were  held  every  three  years,  or  at  any 
shorter  interval  of  time  than  five  years,  it  would 
cause  considerable  expense  and  disturbance  in 
the  colony  as  a  whole.  The  present  term  of  Par- 
liament was  quite  short  enough.  It  might  be  all 
very  well  for  those  who  represented  conetitnencies 
in  cities  or  towns  to  wish  for  a  shorter  duration 
of  Parliament.  But  in  the  ease  of  constitoencies 
which  extended  over  a  laree  area  of  country,  and 
where  it  required  days  and  weeks  of  travelling  to 
contest  an  election,  and  heavy  expenses  bad  to  be 
encountered,  Bre  yean  was  not  at  all  too  short  a 
term.  The  motion  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  not  be  assented  to. 

Mr.  BABFF  did  not  think  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  allow  this  question  to  go  to  the  rot^ 
unless  some  arguments  were  put  forward  by 
honorable  members  in  answer  to  those  which  had 
been  advanced  in  favour  of  the  BilL  It  Was  with 
some  surprise  that  he  heard  a  member  of  the  Ghn 
vemment  say  it  was  a  matter  of  probable  neces- 
sity that  this  question  should  be  considered  early 
next  session.  The  House  had  not  yet  heard  a 
single  argument  in  favour  of  the  Bill ;  and  for 
every  one  that  could  be  adduced  in  its  support^ 
there  were  a  thousand  that  could  be  brought 
against  it.  The  honorable  member  for  Bn&er 
had  pointed  out  the  difference  between  electiona 
in  country  districts  and  those  in  towns.  It  might 
be  very  well  for  the  honorable  member  for 
Chriatchurch  (Mr.  |Stevens),  who  actually  made 
an  election  more  of  a  holiday  than  anything  else, 
and  for  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
who  was  returned  for  two  districts  at  the  same 
time,  to  be  in  favour  of  a  short  Parliament ;  but 
if  they  had  to  canvass  the  Hokitika  District,  they 
would  hold  totally  different  views.  During  the 
last  three  weeks  of  a  contested  election  in  that 
district,  if  a  candidate  got  three  nights'  sleep 
in  that  time  he  would  be  lucky,  and  even  then 
he  would  have  to  leave  certain  parts  of  the  district 
uncanvasscd,  and  without  having  held  meetings 
in  them.  If  Parliaments  were  made  triennial,  it 
would  close  the  gates  of  a  political  career  to  a 
largo  number  of  persons  who  made  very  useful 
members  of  the  House  at  present.  It  would 
make  many  constituencies  pocket  -  boroughs  for 
those  who  could  afford  to  contest  an  election  every 
three  years,  and  who  might  trust  to  a  little  per- 
sonal influence,  and  wealthy  influence,  to  secure 
their  return.  There  was  a  large  proportion  of  the 
members  of  the  House  who  would  feel  it  very  in- 
convenient if  they  had  to  go  before  their  consti- 
tuencies once  in  every  three  years — not  because 
they  were  ashamed,  on  account  of  any  action  of 
theirs,  to  meet  the  electors,  but  simply  on  account 
of  the  immense  amount  of  trouble  to  which 
they  would  be  put.  The  honorable  member  for 
Christchurch  said  there  would  be,  with  triennial 
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Parliaments,  greater  sjmpathy  on  the  part  of  the 
pablio  with  their  representativea ;  but,  at  the 
present  time,  oonslituoncies  had  an  opportunity 
for  expressing  a  decided  opinion  upon  the  action 
of  their  representatiTes ;  and  he  would  think  reiy 
meanly  indeed  of  any  gentleman  wlio  would  con- 
tinue to  hold  a  seat  in  this  House  against  the 
direct  and  expressed  wish  of  a  minority  of  his 
constituents.  Therefore  that  argument  would 
not  hold  water  for  a  single  moment.  It  would 
be  extremely  unwiso  to  interfere  with  the  present 
order  of  things.  Only  that  the  session  was  so 
advanced  that  he  and  other  honorable  members 
were  impatient  of  long  speeches,  ho  should  feel 
yery  much  inclined  to  make  more  lengthy  remarks. 
He  was  sure  that,  if  the  matter  were  brought 
forward  next  session,  he  and  other  honorM>le 
members  would  be  quite  prepared  to  oppose  the 
Government  or  the  Opposition,  or  both,  if  they 
proposed  to  alter  the  existing  arrangement.    - 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  would,  in  reply  to  the 
honorable  member  who  spoke  last,  say  that  the 
district  he  represented,  Akaroa,  was  very  difficult 
to  canvass.  Me  was  eneaged  in  canvassing  it  for 
six  weeks  or  two  months,  and  had  considerable 
toil  and  trouble:  nevertheless  he  was  entirely  in 
&vour  of  the  Bill  for  fixing  the  ^ontion  of  Par- 
liament at  three  years.  There  was  no  other 
means  of  giving  the  people  a  potential  voice  in 
the  affhirs  of  the  countiy.  The  going  back  to 
constituents  and  telling  them  what  members  had 
done,  and  obtaining  a  vote  of  confidence,  was  not 
sufficient.  The  people  should  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  consider  whether  another  gentleman  might 
not  be  a  better  representative  than  the  one  they 
had.  The  only  way  in  which  the  people  could 
show  their  confidence  in  their  representatives 
was  by  their  voice  given  through  the  ballot-box. 
He  was  not  going  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  he  would  merely  say  that  the  changes 
in  this  colony  in  three  years  were  mora  numerous 
and  greater  than  they  wera  in  England  in  seven. 
Therefore,  if  seven  years  was  a  fair  duration  for 
Parliament  in  England,  three  years  should  be  the 
outside  duration  of  Parliament  in  New  Zealand. 
He  would  not  vote  for  the  previous  question,  but 
would  support  the  second  leading  of  the  Bill. 

Ifr.  HODGKINSON  would  support  the  Bill, 
bnt  he  did  not  intend  to  speak  upon  it.  Trien- 
nial Parliaments  wore  held  m  England  a  century 
and  a  half  ago,  and  the  substitution  of  a  term 
of  seven  years  was  held,  by  reformen  most 
competent  to  judge,  not  to  have  answered  well. 
He  could  quite  sympathize  with  what  had  been 
said  by  the  country  memben,  as  he  represented 
a  country  district,  as  to  the  difficulties  and  trouble 
of  a  contested  election;  but  still  he  had  no  objec- 
tions to  this  Bill,  and  he  entirely  agreed  with 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa. 

Mr.  MANDERS  iras  undentood  to  say  he 
must  trouble  the  House  with  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  subject,  and  also  to  give  expression  to  an 
opinion  he  wished  to  have  reoordea.  He  thought 
it  veiy  desirable  to  have  triennial  Parliaments. 
What  he  de»ired  to  say  to  the  House  was,  that  it 
was  his  intention  in  all  probability  not  to  be  pre- 
pent  in  the  House  during  n^xt  ■99aoQ  of  Parlia- 


ment. Speaking  in  all  seriousness,  that  was  hi' 
intention.  He  did  not  intend  again  to  witness 
the  waste  of  time,  to  experience  the  infiictions  he 
had  sufiered  under,  and  to  hear  honorable  mem- 
ben speak  solely  against  time.  He  had  listened 
with  fdl  deference  and  attention  to  the  honorable 
member  for  AuokUnd  City  East  (Mr.  Bees) ; 
but  he  liad  been  that  day  insulted  by  being  told 
that  remarks  which  fell  from  him  would  not  be 
listened  to  with  attention  until  a  Minister  liad 
indorsed  them.  Time  had  been  wasted  by  honor- 
able members,  and  now  the  House  was  hurried 
in  transacting  important  business.  Bcferring  to 
the  proposition  to  have  triennial  Parliaments,  he 
thought  that  House,  having  been  elected  for  five 
years,  should  sit  for  that  term,  but  he  would  be  in 
favour  of  having  triennial  Parliaments  after  that. 
He  indorsed  the  views  of  some  honorable  members 
who  said  they  would  like  to  go  to  their  constitu- 
ents every  tHree  years  ;  but  he  thought  no  action 
should  bo  taken  until  all  had  consulted  their 
constituents. 

Mr.  FITZBOY  would  support  the  second 
'reading  of  the  Bill,  for  he  believed  that  it  was  a 
most  desirable  measure*  especially  in  a  oountry 
where  such  great  constitutional  changes  were 
about  to  take  place.  The  closer  the  connection 
between  the  electors  and  the  representatives,  the 
better.  The  arguments  principally  adduced 
against  the  Bill  were  the  expense  it  would  cause 
to  the  colony,  and  the  personal  inconvenience 
and  expense  it  would  cause  memben.  He  did 
not  thmk  those  things  should  be  considered 
in  the  matter.  A  man  did  not  expect  to 
have  the  honor  of  sitting  in  the  House  for 
nothing ;  he  must  go  through  a  certain  amount 
of  personal  inconvenience,  and  give  up  his  time 
to  the  country.  There  was  one  aivument  which 
did  certainly  weigh  with  him,  and  it  was  this : 
It  had  been  well  said  that  it  took  new  memben 
one  session  to  get  into  the  way  of  things — ^if  he 
might  use  the  expressaion,  to  "learn  the  ropes;" 
and  by  the  second  session  they  were  able  to  give 
their  whole  time  and  attention  to  their  duties. 
He  was  told  .that  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament 
memben  were  too  apt  to  take  their  re-election 
into  consideration,  and  were  therefore  too  much 
inclined  to  talk  to  thdr  constituents.  That 
certainly  was  a  good  argument,  and,  instead  of 
triennifli  Parliaments,  he  would  prefer  seeing 
Parliaments  sit  for  four  yean,  bnt  certainly  not 
for  longer.  He  would  not  detain  the  House,  but 
would  support  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  he  had  thought  a  good  deal 
on  this  subject,  and  had  made  a  few  notes  on  the 
question;  but  as  there  was  some  impatience  on 
the  part  of  honorable  memben,  he  would  not 
detain  them  at  any  length.  He  wished,  however, 
to  adduce  a  strong  argument  in  support  of  tho 
Bill,  which  had  not  been  brought  forward.  That 
was  the  rapid  increase  of  the  population,  in  which 
respect  the  colony  was  entirely  different  from 
England.  He  found  that,  in  Kew  Zealand,  be- 
tween the  years  1858  and  1861  there  was  an 
increase  of  40,000  inhabitants;  from  1861  to 
1870,  an  increase  of  44,000 ;  and  from  1870  to 
1876  there  ims  «a  inoTease  of  127,456  people. 
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That  wai  to  thy,  a  yerj  Uirge  seotion  of  tiie 
people  were  not  represented,  and  therefore  the 
Aholition  Bill  was  passed  at  a  time  when  127,456 
people,  whose  Constitution  was  ahont  to  be  swept 
away,  were  not  represented.  He  would  hare 
another  opportunity  of  girtng  his  Tiews  on  the 
question ;  but  generally  he  might  say  that  ho 
was  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  representatiTes 
of  the  people  should  go  before  their  constituents 
much  oftener  than  was  now  the  case,  and  it  would 
be  found  to  work  a  wonderfully  salataTj  effect 
upon  the  government  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SWANSON,  speaking  of  the  difficulty  and 
expense  of  canyassing  the  districts,  said  he  appre> 
hended  there  would  be  far  less  expense  in  the 
case  of  annual  or  triennial  Parliaments,  simply 
because  candidates  for  seats  would  make  the  an- 
nouncements in  the  newspapers  answer  all  these 
purposes.  He  had  heard  something  said  about 
meeting  the  constituencies.  In  his  opinion,  that 
was  generally  the  greatest  of  all  nroos.  He 
had  known  two  members  representing  one  dis- 
trict who  held  meetings  of  their  constituents 
on  the  same  day  at  the  same  time  and  place.' 
They  consistently  TOted  against  each  other  in  the 
House  throughout  the  session,  and  yet  each  re- 
ceived a  vote  of  confidence.  The  best  way  to 
learn  what  the  oonstituenoiee  thought  was  to  go 
to  them  for  re-election.  It  was  then  they  spoke 
in  a  way  that  left  no  doubt  as  to  their  meaning ; 
^nd  if  the  Parliaments  were  short,  that  would 
sharpen  them  up,  and  they  would  keep  a  closer 
watch  on  their  representatitcs.  The  five-year 
Baiiiaments  were  too  long.  Some  members,  as 
toon  as  they  were  elected,  imagined  they  could  do 
M  they  liked,  and  forgot  their  promises  :  in  fact, 
iome  of  them  looked  upon  it  as  an  estate  out  of 
which  they  and  their  friends  were  entitled  to 
do  the  best  they  could  for  themselves.  It  struck 
him  that  it  might  be  a  troublesome  thing  for  the 
Ministry  if  they  had  shorter  Parliaments,  for  the 
number  of  members  they  would  have  to  provide 
billets  for  in  order  to  keep  up  the  majorities  would 
be  something  enormous.  Then  there  was  another 
matter  he  would  call  attention  to.  It  was  one  ad- 
vantage of  the  provincial  system  that  the  people 
were  brought  face  to  face  with  their  representa- 
tives. The  provinces,  however,  were  aoolished, 
and  they  were  told  that  the  people  were  now  to 
be  brought  face  to  face  with  that  House.  In 
those  circumstances  he  thought  it  would  be  very 
much  better  that  they  should  insist  upon  having 
shorter  Parliaments.  Triennial  Parliaments,  in 
the  meantime,  would  do  veir  wdl;  but  in  the 
end  he  beliered  they  would  have  annual  Parlia- 
ments. He  might  not  live  to  see  it,  but  he 
believed  that  time  would  come.  l*he  peojde  did 
not  understand  those  matters  very  well  now,  and^ 
he  believed  it  was  the  deeire  of  the  Ghovemment' 
to  keep  them  ignorant  of  them.  That  was  not  a 
■tatesmanlike  way  of  doing  things.  His  idea 
was  that  the  poliey  of  the  oountiy  should  be 
made  plain  to  the  people  of  the  country;  and 
tiiat  end  could  best  be  secured  by  sending  the 
repretentatires  before  them  at  frequent  intervals. 
The  people  were  charged  with  vacillation — with 
favouring  one  policy  to-day  and  another  to-mor- 
VDW  ;  but  had  the  people  known  as  much  as  we 


did,  the  result  of  their  votes  in  regard  to  a  cer- 
tain poliey  would  have  been  vety  different  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would 
be  agreed  to.  He  had  himself  given  a  promise 
to  his  constituents  that  if  the  sulnect  ever  came 
up — ^he  did  not  say  that  he  would  bring  it  ftr- 
ward  himself,  beoause  he  knew  he  did  not  possess 
sufficient  inflaenoe  to  carry  it — but  he  said  that 
if  ever  it  came  up  he  would  support  it,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  become  law.  If  the  people  were 
to  have  an  interest  in  political  a&irs,  their  po- 
litical representation  should  be  a  reality  and  not 
a  sham.  Their  electoral  laws,  for  instance,  were 
in  a  most  frightfal  state,  and  should  be  thoroughly 
remodelled ;  and  this  will  bring  it  about.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  see  the  propriety  of 
dealing  with  the  matter,  and  devising  a  cheap 
and  economical  system  of  electing  members  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  FISHER  believed  it  to  be  the  vrish  of  the 
people  that  such  a  Bill  should  pass.  As  to  the 
opinions  of  meetings  of  constituencies,  he  could 
indorse  the  remark  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton  as  to  members  for  the  same  district 
voting  against  each  other  in  the  House,  and 
yet  ^th  receiving  votes  of  confidence  from 
their  constituencies.  Still,  it  was  far  better  that 
they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  electing  fresh 
representatives  every  three  years.  To  make  the 
duration  of  Parliaments  shorter  than  three 
years  would  be  absurd.  There  would  not  be 
time  to  go  over  large  districts  eiery  year  ;  but 
after  a  man  had  served  a  constituency  for  three 
years  tiiey  would  know  what  his  capabilitiefl  were, 
and  they  ought  to  have  a  chance  to  send  up  a 
better  man  if  they  thought  fit  to  do  so. 

Sir  a.  GREY,  in  reply,  thought  that  if  tri- 
ennial Parliaments  did  lead  to  greater  expense, 
as  argued  by  one  honorable  member,  the  money 
would  be  well  spent.  It  would  be  much  better 
for  the  people  of  the  country  to  have  to  bear 
that  expense  than  to  have  to  pay  the  enormous 
sums  vrnich  were  squandered  upon  private  indi- 
viduals, and  which  he  was  quite  certain  would 
not  be  paid  if  there  were  triennial  Parliaments. 
It  would  be  much  better,  for  many  reasons,  that 
members  should  return  to  their  eonstituente  fre- 
quently. It  might  perhaps  be  instructive  to  the 
House  to  know  that  this  measure  had  actually 
been  only  lost  in  the  English  Parliament  on  one 
occasion  by  a  majority  of  nine,  so  that  honor- 
able members  should  not  suppose  that  the  sub- 
ject had  not  been  considered  at  Home.  But 
there  was  this  important  ciroumstanee  to  be  con- 
sidered :  that  there  were  absolutely  127,000  ner- 
sons  in  the  colony  who  were  not  represented  in 
the  House  when  the  Abolition  Bill  was  passed. 
That  was  made  clear  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Eden;  but  he  would  go  further  and  state 
his  firm  conviction  that,  if  there  had  been  tri- 
ennial Parliaments,  the  House  would  not  have 
dared  to  pass  the  Abolition  Bill  and  to  foroe 
on  a  new  Constitution  while  there  were  127,000 
people  who  had  no  opportunity  of  making  their 
opinions  regarding  it  known.  If  the  Parlia- 
ment had  been  triennial,  the  Bill  of  which  he 
moved  the  second  reading  that  day  —  the 
Pennistive  Abolition   Bill— would   have   been 
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carried  ;  and  that  bronglit  him  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato, 
who  thought  the  consideration  of  the  present 
BUI  inopportune.  To  his  mind,  the  time  iras 
neTer  more  opportune,  nor  was  there  erer  a 
greater  necessity  for  it.  Then  they  were  told 
that  it  was  too  late  in  the  session  to  pass  such  a 
measure.  That  was  a  mere  sham,  because  it 
was  well  known  that  eTery  mAnber  of  the 
House  had  made  up  his  mind  upon  it.  Another 
honorable  member — the  member  for  Waikato — 
suggested  that  it  should  be  considered  next 
session.  It  was  rather  a  strange  thing,  that 
though  the  same  honorable  member  told  thorn 
that  in  1866  he  promised  the  Premier  that  in 
the  next  session  he  would  bring  forward  a  mea- 
sure to  secure  manhood  suffrage,  yet  here  they 
were  in  1876  and  that  promise  still  remained  un- 
fulfilled. Did  any  one  believe  that  the  GoTcrii- 
ment  had  the  least  intention  to  come  down  with 
a  measure  of  that  kind  next  session  P  Not  at  all. 
They  had  abandoned  their  functions.  They  had 
not  the  manliness  to  say,  "  We  are  opposed  to 
this  measure."  They  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, instead  of  standing  up  and  saying, "  We  are 
opposed  to  this  Bill,  and  ore  prepared  to  stand  or 
&11  by  the  result."  Nothing  of  the  sort.  They 
cling  to  office.  They  lead  the  public  to  believe 
that  their  inclinations  are  one  way  while  they 
vote  in  the  other.  It  was  their  duty  to  state 
manfully  what  their  views  were,  to  lead  the  coun- 
txT,  and  to  abandon  power  if  the  country  did  not 
adopt  their  views.  He  was  sorry  to  see  a  Govern- 
ment adopt  such  courses,  and  should  force  them 
to  record  their  votes. 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  question  bo  now 
put ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         22 

Noes         83 


liogority  against ... 


10 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  De  Lautoor, 
Mr.  Disnan, 
Mr.  Fi^er, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Sir  a.  Orey, 
Mr.  Hamlm, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lnsk, 
Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Andrew, 
Mijor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  0*Borke, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tolc. 

Teller. 
Mr.  Montgomery. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 


Mr.  Hnrsthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLcAn, 
Mr.  Murray, 


Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  KeUy. 


The  question  was  consequently  not  put. 

CIVIL  LIST  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  whole 
to  consider  of  leave  being  given  to  withdraw  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  SHUEHAN  understood  the  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  increase  the  number  of  the  Ministers, 
and  to  add  £1,250  a  year  to  the  charges  on  the 
Civil  List.  Ho  would  oppose  any  such  proposition. 
Seven  Ministers,  with  two  members  of  the  Na- 
tive race  to  assist  them,  were  quite  sufficient  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  ffovemment,  especially 
considering  the  large  salaries  and  allowances 
those  Ministers  received.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  a  proper  time  to  introdace  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  when  the  House  had  just  been  told  that  all 
the  business  would  be  finished  on  the  next  da^ 
or  the  day  after.  The  proposal  that  the  addi- 
tional Minister  should  be  a  Minister  for  Educa- 
tion, to  his  mind,  added  no  recommendation  to 
the  proposal.  He  could  quite  understand  why 
the  Government  should  circulate  the  idea  that 
the  additional  Minister  was  to  be  a  Minister  for 
Education,  because  it  would  lead  away  the  people ; 
but  why  not  give  the  Minister  of  Justice  the 
charge  of  the  Edncational  Department  P  Every 
one  would  have  confidence  in  that  gentleman ;  he 
was  most  suitable  for  the  office,  and  his  time  was 
scarcely  so  much  taken  up  at  present  that  ho 
could  not  attend  to  the  duties.  The  Gbvemmeot 
should  have  given  some  intimation  before  now 
that  they  were  going  to  increase  the  number  of 
Ministers. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  give  such  an  inti- 
mation. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Then  it  was  of  a  very  un- 
decided character,  although  no  doubt  it  left  it 
open  to  his  honorable  friend  to  move  as  he  was 
now  doing.  The  honoi'able  gentleman  did  not 
tell  the  House  tliat  he  would  ask  it  to  consent  to 
an  addition  to  the  Ministry;  and,  that  being 
the  case,  he  ought  not  to  do  so  now,  within  two 
days  of  the  closing  of  the  session. 

Mr.  BRANDON  said  it  was  bad  enough  that 
the  House  should  alter  the  laws  year  by  year  and 
session  bv  session,  but  it  was  much  worse  when 
it  alterea  them  day  br  day.  It  was  only  that 
very  morning  that  the  iHouse  passed  a  Disqualifi- 
cation Bill,  providing  that  there  should  be  only 
seven  Ministers,  and  now  it  was  asked  to  make 
the  number  eight.  Besides  that,  the  Assembly 
had  declared  that  the  edncational  establishments 
of  the  provinces  should  remain  as  they  were  until 
the  next  session.  The  Ckneral  Government  was 
not,  therefore,  going  to  take  them  in  hand,  and, 
if  there  was  anv  necessity  for  them  to  interfere 
in  any  way,  the  Minister  of  Justice,  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Rodney  said,  would  be  the 
proper  person  to  do  so. 
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Mr.  HENRY  said  Omt  if  a  new  portfolio  was 
to  be  created,  it  should  be  that  of  Minister  of 
Mines.  The  countrj  which  thej  all  recognized 
as  their  home  was  so  wonderfully  endowed  with 
minerals  that  a  Minister  of  Mines  ought  to  be 
appointed,  and  a  School  of  Mines  established.  If, 
therefore,  an  additional  Minister  were  appointed, 
he  should  be  a  Minister  of  Mines  instead  of  a 
Minister  for  Education. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  held  that  too  much  import- 
ance could  not  possibly  be  attached  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  youth  of  the  colony ;  but  it  must  also 
be  remembered  that  the  material  wealth  and 
progress  of  the  colony  depended  to  a  yeiy  con- 
siderable extent  on  the  deyelopment  of  its  mineral 
wealUi.  If,  therefore,  a  new  portfolio  was  to  be 
created,  it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be  held  in 
connection  with  the  mining  interest  of  the  country. 
He  knew  that  the  miner  and  the  mining  interest 
were  to  many  honorable  members  like  a  red  rag 
to  an  infuriated  bull— they  were  always  ready  to 
rnah  at  it.  It  could  not,  howerer,  be  denied  that 
the  mining  interest  hod  contributed  Tery  con- 
siderably to  the  material  wealth  and  prosress  of 
the  colony.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who  held 
that  the  mining  interest  was  the  only  interest  of 
importance  to  the  colony;  but  still  he  main- 
tained that  it  was  a  Tcry  important  interest,  and 
that  the  present  position  of  the  colony  was  to  a 
rery  considerable  extent  due  to  the  development 
of  the  mining  interest.  Notwithstanding  aU  that 
had  been  said,  and  the  views  that  might  have 
been  entertained  with  respect  to  the  position  of 
the  colony,  he  maintained  that  its  progress  for 
many  years  to  come  would  depend  very  materially 
on  the  further  development  and  progress  of  the 
mining  interest.  He  did  not  for  a  moment  pre- 
tend to  deny  that  manu&ctures  were  of  very 
ffreat importances  but  the  countir  was  too  young 
for  them.  The  mining  interest  had  contributed 
rery  considerably  to  the  progress  of  the  colony 
np  to  the  present  time,  and  for  many  years  to 
come  the  progress  and  stability  of  the  colony 
must  depend  on  that  source,  it  was  therefore 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  House  and  the 
Government  should  give  every  facility  for  the  de- 
velopment of  that  interest.  Although  he  did  not 
feel  very  strongly  on  the  point  of  having  a 
Minister  of  Mines,  yet  he  felt  that  the  mining 
interest  should  receive  more  consideration  than 
had  hitherto  been  bestowed  upon  it,  or  than  it 
was  now  receiving.  He  felt  that  it  would  be  in 
the  interest  of  the  colony  at  large  to  afford 
{greater  &oilities  for  the  development  of  that 
interest  than  had  hitherto  been  given  by  the 
Parliament.  He  felt  convinced  that  the  future 
progress  and  "Stability  and  dignity  of  this  colony 
would  be  ve^  materially  affected  by  the  edu- 
cational machinery  initiated  and  carried  out ;  yet 
at  the  same  time  he  could  not  but  feel  that  the 
development  of  the  mining  interest  at  the  present 
time  must  deeply  affect  the  well-being  of  the 
colony,  and  he  would  therefore  wish  to  see  at- 
tention bestowed  on  the  development  of  the 
material  interests  of  the  country  as  well  as  on  its 
intellectual  development. 

Mr.  BEES  saia  it  was  impossible  to  go  on 
with  this  Bill,  inasmuch  as  it  contradicted  the 


Disqualification  Bill  passed  on  the  previous  even- 
ing. It  was  impossible  that  two  contradictory 
measures  could  be  passed  in  the  same  session. 
The  exemptions  in  the  Disqualification  Bill  re- 
ferred to  seven  members  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, while  the  present  Bill  proposed  to  exempt 
eight  members.  He  thought  it  was  somewhat 
contradictory  to  pass  a  Bill  one  night  and  next 
night  topass-Auother  virtually  repe^ng  it. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  there  was  no  practical 
difficulty  whatever  in  the  way  of  passing  this 
measure.  Whether  there  should  be  an  additional 
Minister  or  not,  was  a  question  for  the  House  to 
decide.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  additional  labour  thrown  on  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Q-ovemment.  Indeed, 
the  work,  instead  of  decreasing,  had  increased  one- 
third.  Under  these  circumstances;  it  appeared  to 
him  that  there  would  be  enough  work  for  all  the 
Ministers  to  do.  He  had  no  desire  to  press  the 
matter  on  the  House.  Even  with  an  additional 
Minister,  from  the  experience  he  had  had  this 
session,  he  was  quite  satisfied  tliat  there  would  be 
as  much  work  for  the  Ministry  to  do  as  thoy 
could  possibly  overtake.  The  statutes  passed  this 
session  would  have  the  effect  of  ver^  materially 
increasing  the  work  to  be  done,  which  must  be 
provided  for  in  some  way  or  another.  He  did 
not  see  how  Ministers  could  work  longer  hours 
than  they  did  at  present ;  and  if  the  work  of  the 
country  was  to  be  properly  carried  out,  there 
should  be  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  Ministers  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  so.  With  regard  to  the  obser- 
vations of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East,  he  would  state  that  there  could  be  no 
conflict  between  statutes  passed  on  different  days, 
as  ho  suggested ;  and  moreover  it  was  intended,  if 
this  Bill  passed,  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  Dis- 
qualification Bill  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Mr.  BEES  wished  to  know  if  they  could  make 
an  A.ct  and  repeal  it  in  the  same  session. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  supposed  the  honorable 
member  had  read  the  Interpretation  Act  of  New 
Zealand,  where  he  would  find  that  an  Act  passed 
in  a  session  could  be  repealed  in  the  same  session. 

Mr.  BEES  hoped  the  House  would  not  consent 
to  the  proposal  for  increasing  the  number  of 
Ministers,  especially  after  having  passed  the 
Disqualification  Act  on  the  previous  evening. 
They  had  been  told  this  session  that  there  was  to 
be  great  economy  exercised.  Well,  if  this  was  to 
be  the  sort  of  economy  that  was  to  be  practised, 
they  would  find  that  the  expNonses  of  the  country 
would  be  largely  increased  in  every  department 
of  the  Gbvemment.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  consent  to  the  passing  or  this  Bill,  at  any  rate 
this  session. 

Sir  Gt.  GBEY  thought  the  statement  made 
by  the  Postmaster-Gkneral  was  an  alarming  one. 
They  had  been  assured  that  considerable  economy 
and  saving  would  be  the  effect  of  abolition.  The 
honorable  gentleman,  however,  had  already  found 
that  the  work  of  the  Ministry  would  be  increased 
one-third  in  consequence  of  abolition.  It  was 
now  said  that  an  additional  Minister  would  be 
required  besides  the  one.proposed  by  this  measure. 
He  (Sir  Q-.  Grey)  did  not  agree  in  that  statemont. 
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He  did  not  think  the  Ministers  tbcmselves  be- 
lieved it,  or  they  would  not  consent  to  one  of  their 
number  liring  awny  from  the  seat  of  Ghoyemment. 
He  belieyed  there  were  already  more  Ministers 
than  were  now  required,  and  that  the  Minister  of 
Justice  was  quite  capable  of  performing  the  work 
of  Education  Minister,  in  addition  to  the  duties 
connected  with  his  present  office.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  consent  to  an  expenditure  of 
this  kind,  otherwise  they  would  be  sanctioning 
an  expenditure  that  was  altogether  unneoessaxy. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  hoped  the  Gorem- 
ment  would  not  press  this  matter  this  session. 
He  had  not  the  least  doubt  but  the  Minister 
of  Justice  could  easily  undertake  the  duty  of 
Minister  of  Education,  for  which  duty  he  was 
eminently  qualified.  He  admitted  that  Ministers 
would  hare  plenty  of  work  to  do,  but  he  thought 
they  should  not  go  to  an  extreme  expenditure 
Just  now,  seeing  that  there  would  be  yeiy  con- 
siderable expense  in  connection  with  the  scheme 
which  was  to  follow  the  abolition  of  the  proyinces. 
It  had  always  been  understood  that  there  would 
be  some  saying,  but,  if  they  went  on  adding  to  the 
ex|>enseB  as  now  proposed,  there  would  be  no 
saving  at  all.  He  belieyed  it  would  cause  great 
dissatisfaction  if  another  Minister  were  added  to 
the  Ministerial  betiohes.  If  they  found  during 
the  recess  that  another  Minister  was  absolutely 
necessary,  it  would  be  competent  for  the  Govern- 
ment  next  session  to  introduce  this  Bill.  He 
thought  it  would  be  impolitic  to  press  this  Bill  in 
the  absence  of  so  many  members  and  in  such 
a  thin  House.  It  would  not  be  right  to  carry 
through  a  Bill  of  this  kind  with  so  small  an  attend- 
ance of  members. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  it  was  really  refresh- 
ing to  hear  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
prime  movers  in  bringing  about  the  Abolition 
scheme.  They  well  knew  what  abolition  meant: 
that  it  would  vexy  largely  increase  the  number 
of  Ministers  and  departments.  He  was  surprised 
to  hear  the  honorable  gentleman  objecting  to  the 
present  proposal.  Surely  the  honorable  member 
must  have  known,  from  his  experience  as  a 
Minister,  that  the  work  of  the  Government  even 
during  the  last  year  had  been  utterly  behind- 
hand in  a  number  of  the  departments.  They 
were  now  going  to  take  over  a  great  deal  more 
work,  and  he  (Mr.  Bolleston)  affirmed  that  it 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  more 
Ministers  and  more  clerks.  It  was  not  fair  to 
judge  of  this  oonntiy  by  countries  like  Victoria 
and  other  colonies  in  a  matter  of  expenditure. 
They  had  here  most  exceptional  circumstances 
which  had  never  been  recognized,  or  they  would 
not  have  got  into  the  trouble  or  "  mess  " — that 
word  was  now  a  household  word — in  which  they 
were  now  placed.  They  were  sure  to  get  into 
difficulties  m  consequence  of  this  wild  Abolition 
scheme.  The  proposal,  as  it  now  came  before 
the  House,  really  required  a  little  more  explana- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  It  was 
proposed  that  there  should  be  eight  Ministers, 
and  it  had  been  announced  from  tlie  Ministerial 
bench  that  at  least  four  Ministers  were  to  retire 
at  the  end  of  the  iestion.    It  was  not  in  accord- 


ance with  proper  constitutional  government  that 
the  House,  within  forty-eight  hours  of  its  rising, 
should  not  know  what  the  Gbvemment  were 
going  to  do  in  this  matter.  The  House  did  not 
know  to  whom  they  were  going  to  intrust  the 
great  work  of  canying  out  the  Abolition  scheme 
— ^a  scheme  which  would  depend  almost  entirely 
now  upon  administration.  No  one  supposed  ths!t 
the  measures  which  had  been  passed  were  under" 
stood  by  the  House,  by  the  Ministry,  or  by  the 
country ;  and  therefore  it  was  yery  advisable 
that  the  House  should  recognise  that  what 
they  had  to  regard  was  men,  not  measures.  He 
would  give  the  Goyemment  his  support  at  that 
stage  of  the  session  in  getting  what  they  wanted 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  The  House  affirmed  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  for  abolition,  and 
the  Government  were  entitled  to  what  they  asked 
for  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  that  scheme.  He 
would  support  the  €K>vemment  in  this  or  any 
proposal  in  reason  they  said  was  necessary  for 
csrrying  out  this  scheme;  and  he  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  was 
one  of  the  last  who  should  have  got  up  to  oppose 
them  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  BABBF  said,  although  he  was  very  loth 
to  increase  the  number  of  Minister*,  he  would  be 
sorry  to  interfere  by  his  vote  with  the  proper  ad- 
ministratioii  of  the  affiiira  of  the  country.  Some- 
thing had  been  said  by  honorable  memben  about 
the  appointment  of  a  Minister  of  Mines ;  and  he 
must  say  that  he  entirely  indorsed  most  of  the 
views  expressed  upon  that  subject.  He  did  trust 
that  before  the  conclusion  of  the  session  the  House 
would  have  a  distinct  statement  from  the  Gt)veni<* 
ment  benches  that  during  the  reeess  the  Govern- 
ment  would  take  into  their  consideration  the 
desirabili^  of  adding  the  portfolio  of  Minister  of 
Mines.  He  would  point  out  that  in  "  The  Civil 
List  Act  1863  Amendment  Act,  1878,"  provision 
was  made  for  the  portfolio  of  Minister  of  Ifinee. 
He  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House, 
and  particularly  that  of  the  Government^  to  this 
matter;  and  he  would  point  out  that  from  one 
end  of  New  Zealand  to  the  other  the  Press  bad 
been,  he  belieyed,  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that 
the  appointment  of  a  Minister  of  Mines  waa  a 
positive  necessity  for  the  country.  He  did  not 
wish  to,  what  might  be  called,  gush,  with  regard 
to  the  mining  interest ;  but  he  could  not  dose  his 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  mining  interest  was  of 
great  importance  to  the  colony,  and  was  oven  yet 
in  its  infancy.  From  various  parts  of  the  colony 
mineral  discoveries  were  reported ;  and  it  iras 
for  the  €K>vemment  to  consider  whether  the  i^ 
pointment  of  a  Minister  of  Mines  would  not 
aid  in  developing  the  mineral  resources  of  the 
country,  and  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  colony. 
According  to  his  opinion,  the  ordinaiy  increase 
in  the  wealth  of  a  colony  might  be  estimated 
by  the  increase  of  its  exports  over  its  imports, 
and  the  mining  interest  was  especially  the  in- 
terest which  increased  valuable  exports.  The 
whole  Press  of  the  colony  was  ill  &vonr  of  the 
appointment,  and  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
a  larse  majority  of  the  House  were  in  iavour  of 
it.  He  did  not  wish  to  inconvenience  the  Go- 
yemment in  any  manner  by  opposing  the  pro- 
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posal  to  havo  another  Minister ;  bat  bo  wonld 
point  out,  ns  Iiad  been  mentioned  bj  the  Iionor- 
able  member  for  Avon,  that,  when  the  House 
met  next  Bession,  honorable  members  would  be 
faoed  by  nian^  gentlemen  on  the  GoTomment 
benches  who  did  not  now  occupy  a  position  there. 
When  the  reconstruction  of  the  Ministry  took 
place,  it  would  be  extremely  desirable  for  the 
Ministry  to  consider  the  suggestion  he  now  made 
with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a  Minister  of 
Mines.  It  would  be  for  the  Government  to  con- 
sider to  what  extent  they  could  amalgamate 
offices  in  the  distribution  of  portfolios.  He 
presumed  the  work  in  the  department  of  the 
Minister  for  Immigration  was  not  very  heavy, 
and  the  greater  portion  of  it  couLI  be  attended  to 
by  clerks.  The  same  remark  might  apply  to  the 
duties  of  other  honorable  members  on  tho  Govern- 
ment benches.  He  did  not  wish  to  see  them  over- 
worked by  their  not  having  sufBcient  strength 
upon  the  Goremmcnt  benches.  He  would  point 
oat  to  the  Hoase  that  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  had  been  so  closely  kept  to  his  work  that 
he  had  not  had  sufficient  time  or  leisure  to  person- 
ally observe  the  results  of  the  public  works  scheme 
that  had  been  carried  on  in  the  colony.  Ho  took 
it  for  granted  it  would  be  &lse  economy  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  interfere  to  any  great  extent 
with  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
country,  especially  when  it  was  going  through  so 
important  a  constitutional  change  as  it  was  at 
the  present  time.  That  was  more  particularly 
the  case  when,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Avon 
said,  the  suooess  or  failure  of  the  scheme  would 
depend,  at  all  events  at  the  outset,  upon  the 
administration  of  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  would  say  that  tho  appointment 
of  a  Minister  of  Mines  would  be  very  conducive 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  appoint- 
ment of  a  Minister  for  Education  had  been  advo- 
cated, and  he  might  mention  that  the  creation  of 
the  portfolio  of  a  Minister  of  Mines  would  lead 
to  educatioii  in  another  direction. 

Major  ATKINSON  must  confess  ho  was  very 
sorry  to  see  tho  view  the  Committee  took  of  this 
matter,  because,  after  considerable  experience,  he 
was  oonvinoed  tho  business  of  the  country  could 
not  be  satisfactorily  conducted  without  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  Ministers.  He  was  quite 
certain  that  the  re-organization  of  everything — 
for  that  was  what  the  measures  that  were  about  to 
oome  into  operation  would  require — taken  in 
conjunction  with  tho  order  of  the  House  that  the 
ordinary  Civil  Service  should  be  re-organised, 
would  cause  an  amount  of  work  which  it  was  quite 
impossible  for  the  present  staff  of  Ministers  to 
undertake.  If  the  House  desired  that  this  work 
sliould  be  performed  by  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, then  they  would  do  wisely  to  leave  the 
staff  of  Ministers  as  at  present,  and  to  direct  an 
increase  in  the  permanent  staff  under  Ministers. 
He  would  say  disi  inctly  that,  if  the  House  desired 
that  the  country  should  be  really  governed  through 
its  Ministers,  their  n amber  must  be  increased. 
One  of  tho  great  difficulties  under  which  the 
colony  had  to  labour  was  to  obtain  Ministers  who 
had  really  a  knowledge  of  New  Zealand.  There 
had  been  a  great  many  Ministers  who  only  knew 


certain  portions  of  New  Zealand,  and  the  result 
o£  the  whole  political  system  of  the  colony  had 
been  to  localize  our  leading  politicians.  Conse- 
quently, very  few  had  a  real  knowledge  of  the 
country  such  as  should  be  possessed  by  a  Minister. 
If  the  whole  of  the  work  of  re-organization  was 
to  be  thrown  upon  the  present  staff  of  Ministers, 
it  was  impossible  that  they  could  attain  that 
knowledge  which  they  ought  to  attain  by  visiting 
various  parts  of  the  colony,  with  a  view  to  carrying 
out  that  organization  which  the  House  wished  to 
have  properly  done.  It  was,  to  his  mind— be 
being  desirous  of  doing  the  work  effectively,  and 
not  being  afraid  of  work — a  very  great  pity  that 
the  Committee  should  take  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  very  nan*ow  view  of  the  position.  Bat  if 
such  was  the  view  the  Committee  took,  he  wished 
distinctly  to  enter  his  protcet  against  it,  and  to 
say  ho  was  certain  the  Committeo  would  do  vciy 
eerious  harm  to  the  public  service,  sinco  it  would 
be  impossible  to  do  the  work  wliich  he  proposed 
should  be  done  during  the  recess  in  a  manner  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  tho  House.  He  would  do 
the  best  he  could  in  tho  matter;  but,  if  Ministers 
found  it  impossible  to  do  the  work,  they  would 
have  to  leave  some  of  it  undone,  and  that  would 
be  a  very  great  misfortune  at  the  present  time. 
That  being  his  view,  he  would  move  that  the 
Chairman  report  progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again,  with  the  intention  of  not  proceeding  further 
with  the  matter  this  session  ;  but  he  did  so  with 
very  great  regret,  knowing  the  responsibihty  the 
Gbremment  were  accepting. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  tho  statement  of  bis 
honorable  friend  was  very  different  from  the 
statement  he  gave  the  Houso  that  time  twelve 
months.  Then  there  was  nothing  to  be  done 
but  to  abolish  the  provinces.  The  honorable 
member  said  it  was  not  even  necessary  to  have 
a  Local  Government  Bill,  for  the  Boad  Boards 
could  do  the  work.  Now  that  Ministers  had 
got  the  work  into  their  ovm  hands  they  found 
they  must  increase  their  number.  None  would 
object  to  a  Minister  of  Education  or  to  a  Min- 
ister of  Mines.  He  would  like  to  see  the  Com- 
missioner of  Customs  be  Minister  of  Mines  in 
addition  to  his  present  office;  for  the  honorable 
gentleman  seemed  to  have  a  pretty  easy  time  of 
it.  He  had  a  well-organized  de|>artment,  which 
ran  like  so  much  machinery,  and  he  supposed  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  act'  as  Minister  of 
Mines  also.  No  honorable  gentleman  would  be 
better  qualified  for  Minister  of  Education  thaa 
his  honorable  friend  the  Minister  of  Justice ;  but 
the  House  did  not  want  to  increase  the  number  of 
Ministers.  He  believed  Ministers  made  a  mistake 
in  one  direction.  No  one  could  deny  that  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  had  been  a  most  hard- 
working man ;  but  he  thought  the  honorable 
gentlenmn  did  a  good  deal  of  work  that  he  ought 
to  leave  to  his  Under  Secretary  and  clerks.  Minis- 
ters generally  ought  to  do  less  clerks'  work,  and 
leave  all  detail  work  to  the  Under  Secretaries  and 
their  staffs.  If  they  followed  that  course,  they 
would  not  be  so  overladen  with  work  as  they 
were  at  present. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  would  like  to  have  heard  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  moved  tiie  second  read- 
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ing  of  the  Bill  giye  some  explanation  as  to  what 
the  GK>Termnent  proposed  to  do  with  respect  to 
the  offices  which  would  be  yacated  at  the  rising 
of  Parliament.  They  would  be  proroguing  in 
a  few  dajSf  almost  hours,  and  it  was  not  fair 
that  the  Gt)Temment  sliould  not  take  the  House 
into  their  confidence  as  to  who  would  carry  on 
the  goveniment  of  the  countrj  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  LUMSDEN  was  surprised  that  the  Pre- 
mier should  so  hastilj  abandon  the  proposal  to 
appoint  an  additional  Minister.  A  large  amount 
of  additional  administratiye  work  would  result 
from  the  Abolition  proposals,  and  that  would 
haye  induced  him  to  support  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  Minister.  He  could  hardly  see 
how  the  GK>yemment  would  get  through  the 
large  amount  of  additional  work  which  would 
have  to  be  undertaken  at  the  end  of  the  session 
without  Ministerial  assistance.  The  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  Oitj  East  had  spoken  of 
the  ffreat  number  of  Civil  seryants  in  the  employ 
of  the  proyinces  who  would  be  absorbed  in  the 
senrioe  of  the  colony ;  and  surely  that  was  a  good 
reason  why  there  should  be  additional  Ministerial 
superyision.  It  would,  at  any  rate,  be  judicious 
to  appoint  a  Minister  for  Education,  although  the 
members  for  the  gold  field  districts  were  anxious 
to  see  a  Minister  of  Mines  appointed.  He 
thought,  howeyer,  that  the  educational  interest 
more  immediately  belonged  to  the  heart  of  the 
wliole  people  than  the  mining  industry,  which 
was,  if  he  might  say  so,  local  in  its  character. 
There  were  other  interests  quite  as  important, 
and  as  much  entitled  to  special  representation  in 
the  Ministry,  as  the  mining  industry.  It  would 
be  ^uite  as  justifiable  to  appoint  a  Minister  for 
Agriculture.  It  was  the  custom  of  members  re* 
presenting  mining  districts  to  belieye  that  the 
mining  industry  was  paramount;  but  that  was 
altogether  a  mistaken  idea.  He  hoped  the  Bill 
would  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  ANDREW  said  Ministers  seemed  to  be 
yeiT  unfortunate  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
haa  brought  this  Bill  forward.  They  had  brought 
it  forwaid  at  a  late  period  of  the  session,  appar- 
entlj  without  feeling  the  temper  of  the  House, 
and  now,  haying  felt  the  temper  of  the  House, 
and  found  it  adverse,  they  were  prepared  to  with- 
draw it  in  an  unfortunate  manner.  It  was  un- 
fortunate for  themselyes  and  the  country,  if  the 
case  really  were  so,  that  they  should  haye  told 
the  House,  just  as  they  were  going  to  take  charge 
of  the  ship  of  State  during  the  recess,  that  unless 
they  liad  another  mate  they  would  be  under- 
handed. It  seemed  to  him  that  they  should  resisn 
fit  once,  instead  of  taking  control  of  a  yessel  tor 
which  they  had  not  a  crew  sufficient  to  work 
efficiently  and  safely  till  the  next  Parliament. 

Progress  reported,  and  leaye  given  to  sit  again. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLIDATED  STOCK 
BILL. 
Major  ATKINSON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  had  for  a  long  time 
been  pointed  out  that  colonial  debentures  were 
very  incouvcnient  to  investors,  from  the  risk  of 
their  having  to  take  custody  of  the  bonds.  It 
was  well  known  to  honorable  members  who  had 


attended  to  the  matter,  that  it  had  for  a  long 
time  been  under  the  consideration  of  all  those 
persons  who  took  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
colonies.  Mr.  Westgartb,  of  the  London  Stock 
Exchange,  had  been  ureing  the  matter  for  some 
years ;  but  the  various  Colonial  GK>vomment8  had 
not  up  to  the  present  time  seen  their  way  to  enter 
into  any  such  arrangement.  Canada  had  a  sort 
of  inscribed  stock;  but  their  system  was  not  at  all 
efficient,  because  they  had  no  power  to  re-issue 
debentures  when  the  stock  had  been  once  in- 
scribed. This  subject  was  brought  prominently 
under  the  notice  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel  when  in 
England,  he  being  told  that  £200,000  would  haye 
been  invested  in  New  Zealand  securities,  but  for 
the  fact  that  the  trustees  would  be  responsible 
for  the  safe  custody  of  the  bonds.  This  induced 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  to  inquire  into  the  matter ;  and 
after  he  had  had  a  gooa  deal  of  conversation  with 
gentlemen  interested  in  the  subject,  he  opened  ne- 
gotiations with  the  Bank  of  England,  the  Colonial 
Office,  and  Treasury ;  and,  as  honorable  members 
would  see,  after  a' large  amount  of  trouble,  the 
negotiation  was  carried  to  a  successful  issue,  as 
far  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  carry  it.  The 
Imperial  €k>yemment  consented  to  introduce  a 
Bill  into  Parliament,  giving  the  Bank  of  England 
power  to  deal  with  this  subject,  and  to  place  our 
stock  on  a  similar  footing  to  the  Consolidated 
Stock  of  England  and  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  stock,  in  the  remission  of  -certificates 
through  the  post,  and  matters  of  a  like  nature. 
There  was  also  some  talk  of  permitting  trustees 
to  invest  in  it ;  but  that  matter  was  not  settled, 
and  it  was  finally  determined  not  to  introduce 
such  a  clause,  as  it  might  endanger  the  passage  ot 
the  Bill.  There  was  no  doubt,  however,  that 
when  our  stock  was  inscribed,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Bank  of  England,  we  should  very 
soon  obtain  permission  from  the  Lord  Chanoellor 
for  trust  funds  being  invested  in  that  stock.  The 
advantages  of  such  a  proceeding  as  iras  now  pro- 
posed would  be  evident  to  honorable  gentlemen 
who  had  read  the  papers  on  the  subject.  As  he 
had  already  stated,  one  of  the  great  ol^'ections 
private  investors  had  to  investing  in  our  loans 
was  that  the  bonds  might  be  lost,  and  then,  if 
they  were  trustees,  they  would  be  responsible  for 
the  loss.  By  inscribing  the  stock,  the  fear  and 
risk  of  loss  were  entirely  obviated.  A  person 
could  have  his  name  inscribed  on  the  books,  and 
he  then  had  no  document  to  take  care  of.  Asain, 
if  he  desired  to  obtain  what  was  calculated  for 
speculation  and  sale  on  the  market,  he  could  go 
to  the  Bank  and  obtain  a  certificate,  which  was 
transferable  to  bearer.  Thus,  by  inscription,  both 
purposes  were  answered — safe  custody  in  the  one 
case,  and,  in  the  other,  power  to  the  owner,  upon 
application,  to  obtain  any  amount  of  stock  for 
speculative  purposes  on  the  Stock  Exchange. 
Honorable  members  would  see  that  this  was  a 
very  great  advantage,  and  must  necessarily  make 
stock  so  inscribed  much  more  nopular,  and 
consequently  raise  ita  value.  The  direct  advan- 
tage to  the  colony  upon  loans  already  issued 
would  not  bo  very  great,  so  far  as  immediate 
relief  went;  because  all  payments  now  made  on 
these  loans  would  still  have  to  oonttiroe  imtQ 
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the  whole  were  insorihed.  The  cost  to  the  colon  j 
would  therefore  be  a  little  more  until  the  inscrip* 
lion  took  place.  Honorable  gentlemen  would  see 
that  the  propositton  was  that  the  Bank  of  England 
should  do  aU  the  work  of  inscription  for  a  pay- 
ment of  £600  per  million  on  the  stock  inscribed 
up  to  the  first  ten  million  pounds,  and  after  that 
£650  per  million }  but  the  colony  was  in  any  case 
to  guarantee  a  minimum  payment  of  £2,500  per 
annum.  The  colony  was  paying  at  present  for 
the  payment  of  interest  on  £1|000,000  of  its  stock 
i  per  cent,  on  that  interest — that  was  to  say  on 
£45,000  a  year,  supposing  it,  for  oonrenience 
sake,  to  be  a  5  per  cent.  loan.  That  was  £1 12  10s. 
per  £1,000,000.  But  when  the  colony  came  to 
pay  ofi*  loans,  if  the  present  arrangement  were  con- 
tinued, it  would  hare  to  pay  £5,000  per  £1,000,000. 
The  Bank  of  En^nd  undertook  to  pay  (hem  off 
for  £1,000  per  £1,000,000;  but  that  arrangement, 
of  course,  would  not  come  into  operation  for  some 

J  rears.  The  colony  had  also,  on  the  issue  of  new 
cans,  to  paT  to  the  Crown  Agents,  in  addition  to 
what  it  paid  to  them  as  Loan  Agents,  i  per  cent. 
That  represented  an  annual  payment  of  £125  per 
£1,000,000.  That,  of  course,  would  also  be  a 
MiTing  on  any  new  loans ;  but  as  the  colony  had 
paid  that  amount  on  the  loans  now  out,  it  would 
not  be  a  saving  so  far.  The  actual  relief  to  the 
colony  upon  the  matter  of  the  payment  of  the 
loans  that  were  out  would  not  be  immediate; 
but  the  relief  would  be  immediate  upon  any 
loan  that  they  were  about  to  issue.  Should  the 
stock  be  all  inscribed,  they  would  of  course  be 
relieved. of  the  payment  of  sinking  fund.  It 
was  Uie  intention  of  the  Government,  should  the 
Bill  pass  as  it  at  present  stood,  not  to  propose 
to  continue  the  sinking  fund.  Thev  would  pro- 
jK>se  the  inscription  of  stock  simply,  without  a 
sinking  fond.  If  that  were  done,  it  would  of 
course  be  a  very  great  saving  to  the  colony  im- 
mediatelv.  He  did  not  propose  to  enter  into  or 
discuss  the  question  of  the  wisdom  or  unwisdom 
of  a  sinking  fund.  If  the  whole  of  their  stock 
was  inscribed,  honorable  gentlemen  would  see 
that  the  colonv  would  at  once  derive  a  very  great 
immediate  and  direct  advantage,  for  there  would 
be  an  annual  saving  of  about  £180,000,  now  paid 
lor  sinking  fund.  Supposing  they  were  to  carry 
out  this  proposal,  they  would  not  be  able  to  do 
away  with  the  sinking  fund  on  the  loans  that 
were  now  out.  As  long  as  there  was  a  single  bond 
of  those  loans  in  the  hands  of  the  pubUc,  they 
would  have  to  continue  payment  of  the  sinking 
fund,  and  interest  on  that  sinking  fund.  That 
payment  would  have  to  be  maintained  until  every 
bond  of  every  loan  having  a  sinking  fund  had  been 
converted,  but  then  a  large  part  of  this  would  be 
a  payment  to  themselves.  It  was  proposed  that 
the  persons  havinff  their  stock  converted  should 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  conversion.  The  Govern- 
ment did  not  think  tliat  there  was  any  necessity 
at  all  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  conversion  upon 
transfer;  but  this  could  be  commuted  for  one 
payment^  7s.  6d.  per  cent.,  which,  on  new  loan, 
the  Gbvemment  proposed  to  pay.  Honorable 
members  were  aware  (hat  inscribed  stocks  were 
subject  to  a  stamp  duty  of  lOs.,  or  |  per  cent. 
The  Government  did   not   thixik  it  would  be 


advisable  to  charge  any  fees  for  the  tiansferenos 
of  the  stock.  Of  course,  if  tlie  House  thought 
it  better,  they  could  impose  a  small  fee,  eo  as  to 
recoup  (hemselves  tho  money  which  they  were 
paying  to  the  Bank  of  England ;  but  this  would, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  be  a  mistAkc. 
All  the  duties  were  proposed  to  be  performed  bv 
the  Bank  of  England  for  the  £600  a  year  for  the 
million  which  he  had  mentioned.  It  was  thought 
that  it  would  make  the  stock  much  more  popular 
if  they  charged  no  fees  at  all.  He  (bought  those 
were  the  main  features  of  the  Bill.  He  would 
more  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thouffht  it  must  be  si- 
lo wed  by  honorable  members  that  this  was  a  rery 
inopportune  period  of  (he  session  to  deal  with 
a  Bill  of  such  maguitude.  The  Bill  proposed  to 
give  power  to  convert  £20,000,000  of  stock.  It 
authorised  the  Government  to  appoint  Agents  for 
that  purpose,  and  it  also  authorized  those  Agent* 
to  delegate  their  powers  to  other  agents.  Tho«e 
were  important  features  with  respect  to  the  sd- 
vantages  to  be  derived.  He  thought  the  hono^ 
able  gentleman  was  correct  in  saying  tliat  tliej 
would  not  soon  show  tlicmselvce.  Whsterer 
adrantage  it  might  be  in  improving  the  tone  of 
tho  stock,  it  would  not  be  very  much  advantage 
in  the  shape  of  money  to  the  colony.  That  wsi 
quite  true.  Tliis  matter  had  been  considered  bj 
other  colonies  that  had  stock  on  the  London  mu- 
ket.  He  might  instance  the  Colon  j  of  Tictoxis. 
When  Sir  Julius  Yogel  came  out  to  Victoria  he 
communicated  with  the  Government  there,  and 
pointed  out  to  them  the  advantages  to  be  derired 
from  the  inscription  of  stock  and  its  management 
through  the  Bank  of  England.  He  (Mr.  Mont- 
gomery) wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  statement  made  by  the  Treasurer  of 
Victoria  on  the  25th  July  last,  as  it  would  be  in- 
structive, and  food  for  some  thought.     He  vaid,— 

**  1  am  aware  that  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment have  made  arxaneements  with  the  Bank  of 
England  to  negotiate  the  loan  of  that  colony  bj 
means  of  inscribed  stock  in  London.  I  thought 
it  would  be  a  most  desirable  thing  if  we  could 
possibly  take  advantage  of  the  same  course,  and 
negotiate  our  loan  through  the  Bank  of  England 
by  means  of  inscribed  stock,  if  it  could  be  done 
satisfactorily.  I  caused  the  fullest  inquiries  to  be 
made  in  England  as  to  what  effect  it  would  have 
on  our  loan  to  negotiate  it  in  that  way,  whether 
it  would  bo  more  desirable  to  take  that  course 
than  to  continue  the  system  of  debentures  which 
we  have  hitherto  adopted.  I  got  full  infonna* 
tion  from  various  sources  on  this  subject — pe^ 
fectly  disinterested  information,  no  doubt;  and 
the  weight  of  evidence  was  against  any  change 
being  made  fVom  the  present  system  of  issuing 
debentures.  This  was  strongly  represented  to 
the  Government ;  and  I  think  that,  taking  all 
the  circumstances  into  consideration,  we  would 
not  have  felt  ourselves  justified  in  proposing  to 
make  any  such  important  change  at  (he  present 
time.  We  felt  that  it  would  be  risking  more 
than  we  were  justified  in  doing,  and  there- 
fore we  decided  to  continue  the  system  hitherto 
adopted  of  issuing  the  loan  through  the  associated 
banks  of  the  colony." 
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He  then  went  on  to  saj  that  he  had  made  a 
new  arrangement  for  the  proposed  ifsuc  of  the 
new  loan,  and  said, — 

"  At  tho  present  time  our  4  per  cent,  deben- 
tures are  quoted  at  98^  and  99,  cxclusiro  of  the 
interest  duo  upon  them — about  three  and  a  half  or 
four  niojiths*  interest.  Tho  dobentures  are  worth 
in  London  about  97i  or  93,  which  is  a  very  satis- 
factory  price." 

Ho  (Mr.  Montgomery)  rentured  to  say  that 
tho  value  of  our  stock  in  London  would  de- 
pend upon  tlie  opinion  of  the  holders  of  these 
debentures  or  of  the  people  who  wished  to  lend 
money — tho  opinion  which  they  might  form  as 
to  our  resources,  on  tho  amount  of  loan  which 
the  colony  places  on  tho  London  market  from 
time  to  time,  and  not  on  the  fact  of  the  loan 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  England  or 
any  other  bank.  With  regard  to  this  very  large 
transaction,  he  would  wish  honorable  gentlemen 
to  consider  what  power  they  were  going  to  give 
to  their  Agents  at  Home  at  the  end  of  tho  ses- 
sion. The  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  convert  our 
S resent  stock  and  to  issue  fresh  stock.  He  un- 
erstood  the  honorable  gentleman  to  say  that 
he  would  do  away  with  the  sinking  fund — that 
the  fresh  stock  was  not  to  carry  sinking  fund. 
The  honorable  gentleman  further  stated  that 
there  would  be  none  of  this  sinking  fund  set 
free  until  eveij  debenture  outstanding  had  been 
converted.  He  (Mr.  Montgomery)  would  in- 
stance the  amount  of  debentures  outstanding 
upon  the  Cliristchurch  Loan.  There  was  £77,000 
01  outstanding  debentures  upon  that  loan,  and 
they  had  to  pay  interest  and  sinking  fund  just 
the  same  as  if  there  were  £250,000 ;  the  interest 
and  sinking  fund  must  go  on  the  same.  They 
would  have  no  immediate  relief  in  the  shape  of 
interest  paid  to  sinking  fhnd,  nor  would  they 
get  hold  of  that  sinking  fund  until  the  last 
debenture  was  called  in.  The  sinking  fund 
was  resorted  to  when  a  countiy  was  hard  up, 
and  no  doubt,  in  time  of  pressure,  it  might  be 
better  to  do  that  than  anything  else.  He  would 
point  out  what  the  Treasurer  no  doubt  had  seen, 
that  if  the  Bank  of  England  paid  our  interest,  the 
money  to  pay  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  must 
be  lodged  in  the  Bank  a  month  before  the  date 
of  payment ;  so  that  if  he  adopted  this  course 
this  year  or  next  year,  he  would  require  to  have 
^ye  quarters  in  the  year.  Upon  the  whole,  al- 
though this  Bill  might  have  good  features,  it  could 
only  be  of  importance  after  the  Act  which  was 
sought  to  be  obtained  from  tho  British  Parlia- 
ment had  been  passed.  The  payment  of  stamp 
duties  was  a  matter  of  great  moment ;  for  if  they 
had  to  pay  \  per  cent,  stamp  duty,  it  would  be 
a  very  serious  expense.  Therefore  he  thought 
the  Bill  might  very  well  bo  held  over  until  the 
next  session  of  Parliament.  With  reference  to 
the  question  of  issuing  the  bonds  for  the  million 
loan  which  had  been  referred  to,  that  would  en- 
tirely TV38t  with  the  opinions  of  the  people  at 
Home  as  to  the  financial  position  of  the  colony ; 
and  he  trusted  that  the  mere  hope  that  the  bonds 
for  that  loan  would  bo  more  easily  negotiated — 
the  prospect  of  the  stock  being  completed  as 
proposed—would  not  induce  honorable  members 


to  support  the  Bill.  He  hoped  that  the  House 
would  consider  that  at  this  period  of  the  session 
it  would  not  bo  right  to  force  a  Bill  through  of 
this  enormous  magnitude ;  and  he  was  quite  sure 
the  Government  would  be  acting  wisely  if  they 
were  to  givo  more  time  for  the  consideration  of 
this  matter,  and  not  do  a  thing  hastily  which  they 
might  repent  of -afterwards.  He  hoped  the  Bill 
would  not  be  read  a  second  time,  and  that  the 
Government  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  STETENS  did  not  agree  with  the  remarks 
of  his  honorable  friend  who  had  just  spoken.  He 
was  not  at  all  alarmed  at  the  extent  of  the  opera- 
tions, because  he  found  from  examination  of  the 
Bill  that  there  was  no  possibility,  as  far  as  ho 
understood,  of  its  leading  to  any  harm.  Whether 
the  objects  of  the  Bill  were  carried  into  effect 
by  Agents  appointed  or  by  their  delegates,  he 
thought  no  possible  injury  could  result  to  tho 
colony  by  the  passing  of  this  measure,  or  by  tho 
authorization  of  t!ie  process  now  proposed  to  bo 
undertaken.  Neither  did  he  think  that  a  greater 
annual  charge  in  the  long  run  wotdd  be  placed 
upon  the  colony.  As  ho  did  not  agree  with  the 
objections  of  the  honorable  member,  and  as  he 
believed  no  possible  harm  could  be  done,  and 
considered  that  a  considerable  amount  of  |^ood 
might  result  from  the  operation  proposed,  he  felt 
disposed  to  support  tho  Bill.  He  could  not  agree 
with  what  the  honorable  member  said,  and  he 
certainlv  could  not  agree  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Colonial  Treasui-er  of  Victoria  was  necessarily  a 
guide  to  this  colony.  He  did  not  see  the  applica- 
tion of  the  quotation  the  honorable  member  made 
from  the  speech  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of 
Victoria,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  price  of 
bonds  of  that  colony  and  of  the  bonds  of  New 
Zealand.  The  difference  was  very  easily  accounted 
for,  and  it  arose  from  this  :  that  the  public  debt 
of  Victoria  was  a  feather-weight,  in  relation  to 
their  population,  as  compared  with  the  debt  of 
New  Zealand.  It  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  inscription  of  stock.  His  honorable  friend 
quoted  a  portion  of  the  speech  as  if  it  had  some 
application  to  the  question ;  but  all  he  could 
gather  from  it  was  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
of  Victoria  thought  there  must  be  a  risk  in  the 
conversion  of  stock  ;  but  he  did  not  say  what  that 
risk  was,  or  what  injury  could  result.  He  desired 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  view  taken 
of  sinking  funds  by  some  honorable  members. 
Ho  believed  it  would  be  an  exceedingly  good 
thing  if  they  were  to  dispense  with  sinking  funds 
and  place  the  borrowing  operations  of  the  colony 
in  the  future  upon  the  same  system  which  had 
guided  their  more  recent  operations,  instead  of 
attaching  to  them  a  sinking  fund.  There  waf 
not  the  slightest  analogy  between  the  case  under 
discussion  and  that  of  the  Lyttclton  and  Christ- 
church  Bailway  bonds.  Ever  since  the  colony 
had  its  credit  established  by  Mr.  Speaker  when  he 
went  to  England  on  a  mission  in  1867-^S,  thdy 
had  adopted  a  totally  different  principle  from 
the  one  which  prevailed  previously  to  that  time. 
They  had  no  right  to  call  their  Sinking  Fund  by 
that  name  at  all,  for  it  was  a  sinking  fund  by 
annual  drawing;  and  he  submitted  that  under 
the  Bill  the  sinking  fund  might  be  practically 
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released,  thst  smkiuff  fund  was  now  for  a  large 
part  in  the  hands  of  the  oolonj  in  the  shape  of 
canoelled  bonds.  The  position,  if  be  understood 
it  rightly,  was  this:  The  sinking  fund  was  in 
tiie  hands  of  the  colony  itself,  and,  under  the 
oircumstanoes  proposed  to  be  created  bj  this  Bill, 
the  sinking  fund  might  be  practicallj  released 
bT  conversion,  notwithstanding  the  riew  which 
hu  honorable  friend  took.  A  yery  large  amount 
of  bonds  had  already  been  cancelled  by  the  sink- 
ing fund,  and  he  believed  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  correct  him  if  he  was  wrong.  He  intended 
to  eire  his  very  earnest  support  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  believing  as  he  did,  as  he  had 
previously  stated,  that  no  possible  harm  could 
arise  from  it,  but  a  very  large  amount  of  good 
might  ensue.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
Government  proposed  to  make  some  charge  for 
the  inscription  ofbonds  now  outstanding.  Those 
bonds  were  taken  upon  the  understanding  that 
there  would  be  no  such  operation  as  this  applied 
to  them. 

Mr.  BEES  did  not  agree  with  the  remark 
which  fell  from  the  honorable  member  who  had 
last  spoken  in  relation  to  the  cancellation  of 
stock,  debentures,  or  bonds,  whaterer  they  might 
be  called,  and  the  operations  of  the  sinking  fund. 
He  was  sure  the  House  would  like  to  have  some 
information  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  re- 
spect to  that  fact,  inasmuch  as,  if  that  was  the 
case,  the  House  still  allocated  interest  upon  those 
bonds  every  year.  If  they  were  carrying  interest, 
how  could  they  be  cancelled?  The  mere  run- 
ning of  a  pen  across  them  and  making  them  non- 
transferable, was  not  cancelling  them  if  they  still 
carried  interest.  It  amounted  to  this  :  The  colony 
would  have  £500,000  of  debentures  lodged  in  the 
Treasury,  and  they  would  be  called  "  cancelled  " 
because  they  were  not  transferable ;  but  interest* 
was  to  be  paid  upon  them.  If  that  was  the  case, 
they  were  not  cancelled.  Thev  were  just  the 
same,  for  the  purpose  of  cancellation  of  yearly 
moneys,  as  if  thev  stood  to  the  credit  of  John 
Smith,  in  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales.  But 
if  they  were  actually  cancelled,  no  interest  would 
be  paid  upon  them,  and  the  yearly  payment  of 
interest  would  be  reduced  by  so  much.  He  did 
not  see  what  benefit  the  colony  would  get  out 
of  this  Bill  ;  but  a  yery  great  deal  of  ex- 
pense would  be  likely  to  arise  out  of  it  in 
commissions,  charges,  and  things  of  that  sort, 
not  only  in  respect  to  the  Bank  of  England, 
but  through  bartering  away  one  sort  of  scnp  for 
another,  and  receiving  sto<^  at  the  Bank  of  JBng- 
land.  The  colony  would  be  placed  at  considerable 
oost  and  charge  while  this  process  was  going  on. 
This  was  one  of  the  schemes  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel, 
and  the  colony  had  had  quite  enough  of  these 
schemes  of  that  honorable  gentleman.  There  was 
the  South  Sea  scheme,  which  broke  down;  the 
Forest  scheme,  which  was  repealed  a  little  time 
ago  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  House : 
in  fact,  the  bottom  had  fallen  out  of  most  of  his 
schemes.  This  matter,  which  the  House  did  not 
understand,  was  purely  a  matter  of  finance,  which, 
upon  the  face  of  it,  would  increase  the  annual 
charges  by  a  large  portion  of  the  payments  to  be 
made  to  the  Baiu  of  England,    It  was  a  soheme 


which  other  people  were  not  so  anxious  to  ran 
after  as  they  seemed  to  be.  It  would  put  in  the 
hands  of  Agents,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Oto- 
remor,  an  enormous  power  to  make  money  for 
themselves  in  the  transferring  of  stock.  These 
people  would  hare  cluirges,  expenses,  and  oosts  for 
the  transfers,  and  thev  would  have  power  to  ap- 
point other  agraits,  which  was  a  most  dangeroua 
thing :  it  would  be  like  the  position  the  Ministry 
occupied,  for  the  House  did  not  know  who  were  to 
be  the  Ministry  after  the  Assembly  rose,  and  thej 
did  not  know  who  the  Agents  were  to  be,  and  still 
less  who  the  sub-agents  were  to  be.  This  was  not 
a  proper  time  to  bring  forward  a  Bill  of  this  sort. 
Before  such  a  BUI  was  brought  down  to  the  Honae 
or  proposed  to  the  Assembly,  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  It 
ought  to  be  considered,  he  thought,  by  that  Com- 
mittee or  by  a  Special  Committee,  at  which  the 
adrantages  of  the  scheme  could  be  fully  can- 
vassed, and  evidence  taken  of  financiers  and  per- 
sons skilled  in  finance,  so  that  a  report  might  be 
brought  to  the  House,  showing  in  the  first  instance 
whether  or  not  the  project  was  likely  to  be  useful 
to  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  or  its  finances ;  and, 
secondly,  to  what  extent  that  profit  would  accrue 
or  inure  to  the  colony  itself.  But  the  Bill  was 
brought  down  in  a  verv  bold  manner.  No  ex- 
planation was  given  of  it,  except  that  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  and  he  very  miich  doubted  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  knew  what  the  conse- 
quences of  the  Bill  would  be,  or  the  cost  that 
would  be  involved  in  its  operation.  It  had  been 
brought  dovm  irithin  a  few  hours  of  the  rising  of 
the  House,  and  it  sought  to  give  power  to  the 
Gh)vemor  in  Council  to  deal  with  and  transfer 
twenty  millions  of  stock — placing  it  entirely  be- 
yond the  control  of  the  House,  for  the  Gbvemor 
in  Council  was  not  accountable  to  the  House, 
neither  would  be  the  Agents,  or  Agents'  agents, 
that  were  to  be  appointed.  That  was  not  a  thing 
which  should  be  asked  from  the  House;  and 
although,  on  a  cursory  examination,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Christchurch  (Mr.  Stevens) » 
whom  they  all  knew  to  be  to  some  extent  skilled 
in  finance,  gave  in  his  adherence  to  it,  yet  if  the 
honorable  gentleman,  as  a  member  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee,  had  considered  the  Bill,  he, 
with  others,  would  hare  placed  such  restrictions 
upon  it  as  would  seem  to  be  required  by  the 
circumstances.  He  hoped  the  Ministry  would 
not  push  the  Act  through.  It  could  not  be  of 
any  great  advantage,  and  there  could  not  be  anj 
crying  evil  that  required  to  be  remedied ;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  House,  under  the  ciroumstanoes, 
seeing  that  the  Bill  dealt  with  the  credit  and  the 
public  debt  of  the  colony,  would  not  rush  blindlj 
into  the  scheme,  which  it  was  very  probable,  if 
they  did  go  into,  they  would  wish  they  had  never 
entered  upon  at  all. 

Mr.  ANDREW  had  but  a  few  words  to  say 
with  reference  to  the  Bill.  He  entertained  a 
great  respect  for  the  opinions  on  finance  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Akaroa  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch;  but  on  this  occasion 
those  honorable  gentlemen  seemed  to  differ,  so  he 
must  form  his  own  judgment.  The  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  said  he  ooold  see  bq 
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possible  hann  or  danger  to  the  colonj  that  could 
arise  from  this  Bill  becoming  law.  Looking  at 
clause  6  he  saw  a  rery  possible  danger.  The 
clause  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  authorize  an  in- 
creaeo  of  the  capital  or  of  the  annual  charge  of 
anj  loan,  except  that  where  securities  exchanged 
for  new  stock  hear  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than 
the  stock,  an  additional  amount  of  stock  may  be 
created  and  issued  to  make  up  the  difference  in 
saleable  value  between  the  securities  and  the 
stock." 

He  saw  a  yery  considerable  danger  in  this,  not 
to  the  annual  charge  on  the  colony,  but  to  the 
amount  of  capital  for  which  the  colony  would  be- 
come liable,  and  which  would  ultimately  have  to 
be  paid.  Supposing  the  new  stock  were  raised  at 
a  time  when  our  securities  were  not  in  such  high 
esteem  as  they  were  when  the  original  stock  was 
raided,  they  might  have  to  pledge  a  greater  pro* 
portionate  amount  of  capital  to  get  rid  of,  by  con- 
version, the  same  amount  of  interest  due  on  the 
old  stock.  So  that  although  they  might  have  to 
pay  only  the  same  amount  of  interest,  yet  it  would 
be  on  a  veir  much  larger  amount  of  capital,  to 
be  ultimately  a  charge  on  the  resources  of  the 
colony.  At  that  late  period  of  the  session,  and 
considering  that  the  advantages  conferred  by  the 
Bill  were  infinitesimal,  it  would  be  as  well  to  post- 
pone it  till  next  session. 

Major  ATKINSON,  in  replv  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa,  said  he  had 
very  great  respect  for  the  Treasurer  of  Victoria, 
but  he  was  not  at  all  inclined  to  be  guided  by  his 
decision  in  this  matter,  for  the  very  good  reason 
that  he  had  entirely  different  grounds  upon  which 
to  go.  If  his  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Akaroa  had  read  a  little  further,  or  had  really 
looked  into  the  matter,  he  would  have  seen  that 
the  decision  of  the  Treasurer  of  Victoria  was 
founded  upon  other  grounds,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  get  their  stock  inscribed  for  the  particular 
loan  they  wanted ;  amongst  others,  was  the  fieict 
that  he  wanted  money  immediately.  He  was  also 
in  the  hands  of  six  banks.  It  was  all  very  well  to 
say  that  he  was  free  to  make  arrangements  out- 
siae  those  banks.  Any  gentleman  who  was  in  the 
hands  of  his  banker,  as  it  was  phrased,  was  quite 
at  liberty  to  make  an  arrangement  elsewhere,  but 
it  was  not  always  convenient  to  do  so.  There- 
fore he  declined  to  be  guided  by  an  extract 
which  gaye  no  true  indication  of  the  reason  which 
induced  the  Victorian  Treasurer  to  oome  to  his 
decision. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  said  the  Victorian  Trea- 
surer was  not  in  the  hands  of  the  banks.  He  had 
a  balance  at  the  Treasury. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  not  argue 
about  the  exact  terms.  With  regard  to  the  sinbng 
fund  the  bonds  for  which  were  not  cancelled 
according  to  the  statement  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East,  he  would  offer  a  few 
words  of  explanation.  The  process  was  this : 
There  was  1  per  cent,  set  apart  every  year  upon 
such  of  the  loans  as  had  a  sinking  fund.  That 
was  paid  to  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  quar- 
terly, BO  that  the  first  quarter's  interest  paid  to 
th«m  WM  pot  oat  b^  them  »t  iot«retty  ana  tluee 


quarters'  interest  was  got  upon  it.  Upon  the 
second  quarter's  interest  they  got  interest  for  two 
quarters,  upon  the  third  one  quarter,  and  of 
course  upon  the  last  none.  Then,  onoe  a  year 
the  drawing  took  place,  and  any  bond  that  was 
drawn  was  advertised.  Interest  upon  it  ceased 
after  a  certain  date,  and  it  was  called  in  for  pay- 
ment. It  was  bought  up  and  was  paid  for  at 
par.  The  Commissioners  cancelled  that  bond  and 
put  it  in  their  safe,  the  capital  having  been  paid 
upon  it.  The  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  was 
entirely  wrong  when  he  said  the  sinking  fund 
would  not  practically  be  released.  They  would 
suppose  that  the  whole  of  this  loan  had  been 
converted,  except  eight  or  ten  bonds.  The  process 
that  would  be  gone  through  would  be  this :  The 
interest  and  sinking  fund  upon  the  whole  loan 
would  be  remitted  as  he  had  described,  the  annual 
drawing  would  take  place,  and  the  bonds  drawn 
would  be  called  in.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the 
bonds  called  in  would,  of  course,  be  bonds  be- 
longing to  the  Government,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  receive  payment  upon  them.  It  was 
simply  a  matter  of  account.  If  any  of  the  few 
outstanding  bonds  were  drawn,  they  would  be 
paid  off,  and  there  would  be  an  end  of  the 
matter. .  He  trusted  the  House  would  not  be  led 
away  b^  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Andrew),  who  had  not  gone 
into  the  subject  with  any  care.  He  had  rushed 
into  the  matter  on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  As 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa,  he  had  had 
ample  time  to  look  into  the  matter,  and  he 
(Major  Atkinson)  believed  he  had  looked  into  it. 
It  was  true  they  had  unavoidably  delayed  this 
important  measure ;  but  honorable  members  had 
been  expecting  it  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  not  refuse  to  pass  it 
this  session. 

Bill  .read  a  second  time,  committed,  reported 
without  amendment,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  House    adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  27th  October,  1876. 

First  Besdinn  — 8«oond  Beadingt  —  Third  R«adiog— Te 
Ante  College  Estate— WellinKton  Cemetery— MAorl 
Members'  Bpeechee— DiaqosJiflcAtion  BiU  No.  3— Dis- 

2iialific»feioa  BiU— Otago  and  WeUingtOD  Tolls  Bill— 
atesUte  Natires  Saooessioii  BiU— Donedin  DriU-died 
BiU.  

The  Hon.  the  Spsakxb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Peatsbs. 

FIBST  BBABINOS. 
The  Kew  Zealand  Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  the 
Milton  Athensenm  Bill,  the  Wellington  Gorporate 
Lands  Bill,  the  Otago  Educational  Beserree  Bill. 

SECOND  BEADINOS. 
The  New  Zealand  Loan  BUI,  the  Otago  Educa- 
tiooal  Beserree  Bill,  the  Milton  Athenwom  BilU 
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THIRD  BEADIISrOS. 

The  Public  Works  Bill,  the  Lytteltoii  Harbour 
Board  Bill,  the  Native  Bescrvcs  Bill,  the  New- 
Zealand  Loan  Bill. 

TE  AUTE  COLLEGE  ESTATE. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  RIISSELL  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  What  steps,  if  any,  the 
Goverument  have  taken  to  carry  out  the  resolu- 
tion of  this  Council,  passed  last  session,  in  regard 
to  the  Te  Aute  College  Estate  and  other  edu- 
cational trusts  arising  from  donations  by  the 
Maoris  or  from  the  Government?  With  the 
pcraiission  of  the  Council,  he  would  read  the 
resolutions  to  which  his  question  referred : — 

**  (1.)  It  is  expedient  that  the  main  object  of 
the  trust — namely,  the  formation  of  a  school  for 
the  aboriginal  inhabitants — should  be  carried  out 
without  delay.  (2.)  That  all  educational  trusts 
arising  from  donations  by  the  Maoris  or  from 
the  Crown  to  any  denomination  should  be  con- 
nected with  some  one  of  the  departments  of  Go- 
vemment.  (3.)  That  the  trustee  or  trustees  of 
such  properties  should  send  in  to  such  depart- 
ment, immediately  after  the  81st.  December  of 
each  year,  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  past  year,  with  a  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  school  under  the  trusts,  in  a 
form  that  may  be  directed  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Governor  in  Council.  (4.)  That  these  accounts 
•hould  be  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Audit,  and  their  report,  together  with  the  re- 
ports above  referred  to,  should,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  session,  be  laid  before  Parliament. 
(5.)  That  these  reports  and  abstract  accounts 
should  be  published  annually  in  the  WaJca  Maori, 
for  the  information  of  the  Native  race." 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  sdrry  to  have 
to  give  the  honorable  gentlemau  the  answer  that 
no  steps  had  been  taken  in  this  matter.  He  was 
obliged  to  take  partly  to  himself  the  blame  for 
that,  inasmuch  as  his  memory  ought  to  have  been 
better  than  it  was,  and  he  ought  not  to  have  for- 
gotten the  fact  that  resolutions  of  this  kind  were 
adopted  by  the  Council.  But  he  thought  he 
mignt  very  fairly  plead  this  excuse:  tliat  the 
whole  matter  was  left  to  depend  upon  his  indi- 
yidual  memory,  and  that  no  communication  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Council  on  this  subject  was 
made  formally  to  the  Government.  It  would  be 
very  convenient,  he  thought,  when  i*esolutions  of 
this  kind  were  adopted  by  the  Council,  to  move 
that  a  copy  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Gorem- 
ment.  It  would  then  become  a  matter  of  record, 
and  no  longer  depend  upon  the  memory  of  an 
individual  whether  or  not  any  action  was  to  be 
taken.  As  in  this  matter  no  direction  of  the  kind 
was  given,  no  communication  was  made  to  the 
Gorernment ;  and  it  was  owing  to  that  fact  that 
no  action  had  been  taken  in  the  matter. 

•  The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  what  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  just  stated  might  reflect 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Speakers  of  Parliament,  if 
he  were  not  to  make  some  explanation.  It  was 
usual,  when  any  resolution  like  that  in  question 
was  considered  desirable  to  be  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Government,  to  mention  the  fact, 
aad  a  copy  was  transmitted  to  the  Government ; 


and  it  was  his  duty  to  forward  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  behalf  of 
the  Government.  He  was  not  avrare  that  there 
had  been  any  neglect  in  the  matter,  or  that  the 
failure  which  had  occurred  had  been  owing  to 
any  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
of  the  Council. 

•  Tlie  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker  would  not  think  for  a  moment  that 
he  attributed  any  want  of  attention  to  him  in 
the  matter.  He  simply  stated  the  fact,  and 
pointed  out  what  he  thought  might  remedy  the 
defect  in  the  future. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  hoped  the 
honorable  gentleman  representing  the  Govern- 
ment had  himself  kept  copies  and  a  record  of 
those  resolutions  of  the  Council,  which  memberi 
had  been  content  to  withdraw  on  the  promise 
that  notice  would  be  taken  by  the  Goremment. 
If  honorable  members  were  to  understand  that 
such  was  not  the  case,  they  would  bo  compelled 
to  press  measures  to  a  vote,  which  otherwise 
they  would  not  procec^d  with  on  reoeiving  a 
promise  from  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  suggested  that  a 
discussion  on  the  point  would  be  rather  out  of 
order,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  had  better 
make  the  matter  the  subject  of  a  resolution. 

WELLINGTON  CEMETERY. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  the 
desirability  of  discontinuing  intermural  burials 
was  a  subject  that  had  engaged  the  attention  of 
politicians  in  old  as  well  as  in  new  countries.  In 
new  countries,  of  course,  it  was  not  of  so  pressing 
importance  as  in  old  countries.  Still,  the  object 
was  one  that  had  engaged  their  attention,  and  in 
the  year  1874  they  passed  an  Act,  enabling  the 
Governor  in  certain  cases  to  interfere  with  a  view 
to  closing  cemeteries,  and  providing  other  accom- 
modation for  the  burial  of  the  dead.  Until  re- 
cently, the  existence  of  the  practice  of  intermural 
burials  had  not  been  attended  with  any  very  seri- 
ous consequences  in  New  Zealand  ;  but  with  the 
growth  of  the  population  it  was  becoming  more 
and  more  objectionable.  So  long  as  Wellington 
was  a  small  place,  little  inconvenience  was  felt 
from  the  existence  of  the  system  of  burials  within 
the  limits  of  the  Corporation ;  but,  as  the  popu- 
lation had  increased,  more  and  more  inconve- 
nience, and  he  thought  he  might  add  danger, 
had  been  found  to  be  attendant  upon  the 
continuance  of  the  system.  It  had  become 
now  in  Wellington  a  matter  of  pressing  ur- 
gency that  steps  should  immediately  be  taken 
to  close  the  Cemetery  with  all  convenient 
speed.  He  had  received  a  communication  on 
this  subject  from  a  gentleiAan  in  Wellington, 
well  known  to  honorable  members,  and,  he  was 
sure,  respected  by  every  one  who  had  the  plea- 
sure of  knowing  him.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Allan, 
the  chemist ;  and,  with  thie  permission  of  the 
Council,  he  would  read  a  letter  he  had  received 
from  that  gentleman.  Mr.  Allan,  in  his  letter 
alluded  to  a  letter  he  had  published  in  the  Nevo 
Zealand  Titties,  in  which  he  said, — 

"  Where  else  could  be  found  a  town  of  12,000 
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inhabitants  continuing,  in  defiance  of  all  mnitaiy 
precautions,  to  bury  their  dead  at  the  nXe  of  400 
a  Tear  in  a  gravejard  situated  nearly  in  tbo  centre 
of  the  town,  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  human 
dwellings  ?  Again,  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
elsewhere  to  find  a  cemetery  so  singularly  unfitted 
by  nature  for  the  purpose  as  tTio  Wellington 
cemetery  is.  The  subsoil  on  the  Wellington  hills 
consists  of  an  impervious  n on  •  absorbent  clay, 
coTored  by  so  thin  a  layer  of  earth  as  to  be  prac- 
tically useless  for  absorbing  the  products  of  organic 
decomposition  ;  consequently  these  must  of  neces- 
sity  find  their  way  into  the  atmosphere  as  poison- 
ous gases,  or  be  carried  downwards  on  the  surface 
to  a  lower  level,  in  the  shape  of  pestilential  sew- 
age. One-half  of  the  drainage  from  the  Cemetery 
finds  its  way  down  the  natural  valley  of  Sydney 
and  Charlotte  Streets  on  the  one  side  of  Q-ovem- 
nicnt  House  ;  while  on  the  other  side,  down 
Bowcn  Street,  the  other  half  finds  its  way  to 
Lambton  Quay.  The  outlets  for  these  two  drains 
pour  their  contents  into  the  harbour  close  along- 
side the  new  Qovemmcnt  Buildings." 

There  were  further  remarks  in  the  letter  having 
reference  to  those  observations.  Mr.  Allan  wrote 
to  him  on  the  16th  October,  to  the  following 
effect  :— 

"  I  assure  yon  that  I  have  not  overstated  the 
case.  A  friend  of  mine  informed  me  that,  a 
month  ago,  he  attended  the  funeral  of  an  adult 
who  had  died  of  so  virulent  a  disease  that  the 
body  had  to  be  buried  within  twenty-four  hours 
of  death,  and  the  cofiin,  as  it  went  down,  was 
heard  to  plunge  into  a  bed  of  water.  Last  sum- 
mer, a  man  who  had  been  working  in  the  Ceme- 
tery told  me  that,  having  occasion  to  dig  a  hole  a 
foot  or  two  deep,  it  filled  with  water  so  unutter- 
ably fetid  that  it  sent  him  home  to  bed  sick  and 
vomiting,  and  he  could  not  go  to  work  for  two 
days.  And  one  who  had  been  a  medical  student 
assures  me  that,  passing  through  the  Cemetery 
when  the  atmosphere  is  heavy  and  muggy,  he  can 
distinctly  smell  the  peculiar  odour  of  a  dissecting 
room.  Wellington  nas  nearly  doubled  in  popu- 
lation since  the  necessity  of  an  extramural  grave- 
yard was  recognized.  One  could  easily  bo  found 
with  the  drainage  to  Evans  Bay  or  Ocean  Beach, 
and  be  convenient  to  Te  Aro,  the  future  most 
populous  locality  of  Wellington.  Already  the 
danger  I  have  spoken  of  in  my  letter  has  arisen  ; 
scarlet  fever  is  increasing.  A  doctor  told  a  friend 
of  mine  that  yesterday  ho  had  visited  thirty 
cases.  Other  diseases  will  follow  in  its  wake. 
With  a  hot  dry  summer,  and  an  increased  mor- 
tality in  prospect,  it  seems  courting  disease  and 
death  to  continue  to  bury  the  doad  in  the  heart 
of  the  city,  clo90  to  the  GoTcrnment  Buildings, 
Goremment  House,  and  the  new  Government 
oflSoes,  and  close  to  the  main  thoroughfare  of  the 
city,  with  the  drainage  deposited  into  a  part  of 
the  harbour,  which,  by  enclosure,  is  becoming  a 
stagnant  lake." 

Since  that  letter  was  written,  it  was  within  the 
knowledge  of  honorable  members  that  scarlet 
fever  had  made  still  greater  progress,  and  was 
now  becoming  a  very  serious  scourge  in  the  city. 
He  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  present 
outbreak  of  scarlet  ferer  was  due  to  this  Cemetery 


remaining  open,  but  there  was  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  fact  of  the  bodies  of  persons  who  had  died 
of  scarlet  fever  being  buried  in  the  Cemetery,  and 
the  water  from  that  place  finding  its  way  into 
the  drainage  of  the  city,  must  be  likely  to  be 
attended  with  most  injurious  effects.  He  trusted 
tlio  Council  would  adopt  this  resolution,  and  that 
effect  would  be  given  to  it  in  as  short  a  time  as 
possible. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  desirable  that 
immediate  steps  should  be  taken  for  closing  the 
Wellington  Cemetery,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
the  Burials  Act  of  1874."— (^o».  Mr,  Water- 
house.) 

*  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  entirely  concurred 
in  the  object  of  the  resolution.  His  honorable 
friend  would  know  that  up  to  the  present  time  it 
had  not  been  possible  for  the  Governor  under  the 
autliority  of  the  Act  to  take  any  independent 
action — that  it  was  first  necessary  that  a  piece  of 
ground  should  be  provided  by  the  Superintendent 
of  tlie  province  outside  the  limits  of  the  city,  and 
that  proper  regulations  should  be  made  for  the 
management  of  the  burial-ground  before  the  Gho- 
vernor  could  interfere.  In  a  short  time  it  would 
be  competent  for  the  Governor  to  act  directly  in 
matters  of  this  kind,  and  then  attention  would  be 
immediately  given  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  remembered 
so  distinctly  what  was  stated  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  when  the  Act  was  passed — on  which 
occasion  he  thought  the  honorable  gentleman 
gave  the  Council  to  understand  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  take  any  steps  under  it — that 
ho  had  not  been  at  all  surprised  that  no  stops 
had  been  taken.  As  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse 
had  said,  the  evil  had  of  course  gone  on  increas- 
ing; and  he  might  add  that  if,  during  the  session, 
such  a  thing  as  a  wet  day  should  occur,  honor- 
able members  could  verify  the  statements  which 
had  been  made  regarding  the  state  of  the  Ceme- 
tery by  walking  along  the  paths  and  side-cuttings, 
and  observing  the  oozings  from  the  cesspools  called 
graves  which  were  above  the  paths.  It  was  a 
disgrace  to  a  civilized  community  that  a  cemetery 
should  be  so  ill  kept,  and  in  such  a  condition. 
The  present  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever,  and  espe- 
cially at  the  College,  was  not  at  all  attributaole 
to  the  Cemetery.  On  the  contrary,  the  informa- 
tion he  had  on  the  subject  led  him  to  think  that 
the  outbreak  at  the  College  was  attributable  to 
neglect  of  the  merest  precautions  of  cleanliness, 
not  to  say  of  sanitary  measures,  in  the  institu- 
tion itself.  Of  course,  that  was  a  matter  into 
which  the  Governors  of  the  College  should  in- 
quire ;  but  he  would  warn  those  geutlemen  to 
take  the  trouble  to  see  that  the  place  was  not 
cleaned  up  before  an  investigation  was  made. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  could  not  under- 
stand how  it  waslJiat  the  Government  should  go 
to  lar^Tc  expense  to  provide  a  costly  residenge  for 
the  Governor,  and  should  compel  His  Excellency 
to  inhale  the  deadly,  noxious,  and  aw  fill  gases 
which  came  from  the  graveyard  in  tlio  vicinity. 
He  recollected  protesting  agntnst  thi#  three 
sessions  ago ;  and  he  supposed  that  when  a  few 
members  of  the  Government  were  carried  off, 
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the  cemeteiy  would  be  remored  a  greater  dis- 
tance from  its  present  central  situation.  This 
▼as  the  only  town  in  the  world  that  he  knew  of 
in  which  a  grayejard  was  in  the  reiy  centre  of 
the  town.  As  long  as  burials  continued  to  take 
place  there,  disease  would  increase.  If  a  remedy 
were  not  found  for  this  before  next  session,  he 
thought  members  would  refuse  to  come  up  to 
Wellington,  and  risk  their  lives  by  inhaling  the 
deadly  gases  which  emanated  from  the  Cemetery 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  House. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

MAORI  MEMBEBS'  SPEECHES. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  NO^ATATA,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  he  brought 
it  forwsrd  with  a  view  of  having  the  speeches  of 
the  Maori  members  in  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Legislature  published  in  the  Maori  language.  At 
present  the  Maoris  outside  did  not  know  what 
t)ie  Maori  members  said  within  the  walls  of 
Parliament.  They  did  not  know  what  things 
were  upheld  and  What  things  were  disallowed. 
If  the  Wdka  Maori  were  discontinued,  how  were 
the  Maoris  to  know  what  was  being  done  in 
Parliament?  They  would  bo  like  blind  men. 
He  thought  the  speeches  of  Maori  members  as 
well  as  those  of  European  members  should  be 
published.  If  the  Waka  Maori  were  discon- 
tinued, then  the  Maoris  outside  would  not  know 
what  was  being  done  by  the  Parliament.  Did 
the  Council  understand  how  to  deal  with  this 
question?  Perhaps  some  honorable  members 
had  seen  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the  New  Zea- 
land Times  on  Monday  from  the  Ber.  Mohi 
Turei  with  reference  to  the  Waka  Maori.  It 
seemed  that  Mohi  was  concerned  about  his  people 
not  being  made  acquainted  with  what  was  being 
done  in  Parliament  owing  to  the  discontinuance 
of  the  Waka  Maori,  and  therefore  he  published 
that  letter  in  the  newspaper,  so  that  all  the  mem- 
bers might  see  it.  If  the  speeches  of  the  Maori 
members  were  published  in  Hansard  in  the 
Maori  language,  tlien  the  Maoris  would  know 
what  was  being  done  in  Parliament  by  their 
members.  For  those  reasons  ho  liad  tabled  this 
motion.  He  would  say  no  more  about  it,  but 
leare  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Council. 
Why  he  spoke  was  because  that  wos  the  Upper 
House. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  KOHEBE  seconded  the 
motion.  He  supported  what  had  fallen  from  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Kgatata.  What  the  Maoris  thought 
most  of  was  the  Waka  Maori;  that  was  their 
greatest  paper,  and  the  medium  by  which  they 
could  ascertain  the  laws  that  were  being  passed. 
No  matter  what  transpired  in  the  other  island 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  it  was  published 
in  the  Waka  Maori.  The  new  laws  that  were 
brought  forward  were  looked  for  by  the  Maoris 
in  that  paper.  The  Maoris  opt  their  first  know- 
ledge from  what  they  read  m  the  Waka  Maori 
concerning  the  laws  that  were  passed.  He  felt 
grief  because  the  Waka  Maori  was  being  discon- 
tinued. It  was  not  that  it  belonged  to  them 
individually — it  belonged  to  them  all.  Therefore 
he  bewailed  the  loss  of  this  Waka^  because  it  was 
the  Waka  in  which  the  Maoris  fished.    If  the 


Waka  were  broken,  then  they  would  have  nothing 
to  bear  them  on  in  the  sea.  Therefore  he  ex- 
pressed his  grief  with  reference  to  the  diseon- 
tinuanoe  of  the  Waka  Maori. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "Thit, 
inasmuch  as  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  and 
the  speeches  of  Maori  members  are  not  published 
in  the  Maori  language  in  Sansard^  it  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Council,  veiy  desirable  that  every 
facility  should  be  given  to  the  publieation  and 
circulation  of  the  Waka  Maori,  so  that  the 
Maori  people  may  have  some  knowledge  of  whil 
is  done  in  Parliament." — {Son.  Mr.  Ngaiata) 

•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  the  desire 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  expressed 
on  the  part  of  the  Natives  to  hare  their  speeches 
reported  in  their  own  language  was  a  very  natanl 
one.  There  were  two  means  of  acoompliehiog  it. 
One  was  that  a  prScis  or  a  report  of  the  speeches 
as  they  were  delivered  should  be  printed  in  Maori 
in  the  Hansard,  and  thus  obtain  an  official  chsrsc- 
ter  which  would  not  attaol)  to  their  publication  in 
a  newspaper,  llie  other  plan  was  that  which  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata  had  indicated,  that  the  speech 
should  be  printed  in  the  Waka  Maori.  The 
question  of  the  continued  existence  of  the  Waka 
Maori  was  one  which  depended  not  upon  the 
Council,  but  upon  the  means  being  found  for 
maintaining  it.  Whether  it  would  continue  for 
the  future,  he  could  not  say ;  but  he  thought  the 
other  alternative  might  be  properly  taken ;  and, 
while  there  was  an  interpreter  in  the  Council,  it 
would  be  quite  competent,  whenever  the  Maori 
members  addressed  the  Council — ^and  he  gsve 
them  credit  for  not  speaking  except  when  tbej 
had  something  to  say — that  their  speeches  should 
be  reported  in  the  ordinary  way  in  Mansard,  the 
Maori  words  beside  the  English  translation. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  wished  that  a 
little  more  attention  was  paid  to  the  utterances 
of  these  loval  gentlemen.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata 
the  other  day  made  a  remark  which  greatly  in- 
fluenced him.  The  honorable  gentleman  said 
that  if  the  Waka  Maori  were  discontinued,  the 
Natives  would  only  have  the  East  Coast  paper 
called  the  Wananga  to  read,  and  that  the  result 
would  be  that  the  people  would  go  into  rebellion. 
He  (Captain  Eraser)  would  not  be  at  all  aston- 
ished to  see  them  go  into  rebellion  if  such  a 
libellous  paper  as  that  were  alloired  to  be  pub- 
lished. He  was  very  much  surprised  that  the 
Ghoremment  had  permitted  it  so  long. 

The  Hon  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  he  was 
the  originator  of  the  Wtika  Maori.  It  was  started 
at  his  instance,  he  having  taken  the  responsibility 
of  ordering  it  to  be  published ;  and  for  some 
time  he  induced  the  Goyernment  to  give  a  small 
grant  in  its  aid  when  he  was  Civil  Commissioner 
on  the  East  Coast.  But  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
the  Waka  Maori  had  been  degraded  into  a  poli- 
tical engine.  Honorable  gentlemen  had  only  to 
read  its  columns  to  find  that  they  were  alter- 
nately fulsomely  adulatory  of  the  Native  Minis- 
ter, and  as  depreciatory  of  those  who  held  oppo- 
site opinions.  If  the  Waka  Maori  were  strictlj 
kept  as  a  source  of  information  to  the  Maoris  as 
to  current  events,  and  as  a  publication  of  official 
notifications  to  tJie  Maori  people,  or  eyen  if  it 
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were  lued  further  to  extend  their  knowled^  of 
general  Jiterature  and  to  improre  their  minda, 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  it.  But  he  thought 
it  waa  exceedingly  objectionable  that  there  should 
be  a  newspaper  published  taking  a  violent  poli- 
tical bias,  and  employed  practicidlj  to  assist  the 
party,  whichever  it  might  happen  to  be,  that 
was  iu  power  at  the  moment  of  its  publication. 
At  present  it  was  used  by  some  understrapper  of 
the  Native  Department,  who  thought  he  dia  good 
for  his  department  by  continually  putting  ex- 
ceedingly objectionable  articles  into  it — objection- 
able, because  they  were  the  worst  form  of  per- 
sonal political  writing.  It  waa  that  which  had 
probably  caused  members  in  another  place  to 
strike  the  item  off  the  estimates.  The  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen  had  made  a  suggestion  which  ho  was  pre- 
pared to  make  himsel^that  was,  that  the  Maori 
speeches  should  be  printed  in  StMntard  in  the 
Maori  language.  One  race  or  the  other  must 
suffer  the  disa^rantage  of  not  beine  able  to  read 
those  speeches ;  but,  after  all,  he  tnought  it  was 
more  important  that  the  Maori  speeches  should 
be  perpetuated  in  their  own  tongue.  After  all, 
a  good  deal  was  lost  in  translation,  and  the  Na- 
tives receiyed  no  information  from  those  speeches. 
He  thought  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Sewetary's 
suggestion  was  a  wise  one ;  and  he  was  sorry  to 
differ  fix>m  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Ngatata's 
argument  about  the  Waka  Metori.  That  paper 
partook  too  much  altogether  of  party  politics  to 
be  supported  oat  of  Goyemment  funds.  If  it 
was  a  perfectly  private  concern  there  would  be  no 
objection,  as  he  did  not  know  that  it  took  greater 
liberties  than  other  papers ;  but  it  was  not  right 
that  such  a  journal  should  be  supported  out  of 
public  funds. 

•  •  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  agieed  with  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  Maori 
members'  speeches  should  be  published  in  ffan- 
ward  in  the  Maori  langijage.  He  wished,  however, 
to  offer  a  suggestion  as  to  how  that  should  be 
carried  out.  There  would  be  the  necessity  for 
translating  the  speeches,  as  he  supposed  thoy 
had  no  reporter  to  take  them  down  in  Maori ; 
and  that  necessarily  would  give  rise  to  delay  in 
publishing  Samard  itself!  '  Further,  when  it 
was  desired  to  circulate  reports  of  Maori  speeches 
among  Natives,  it  would  be  necessary,  if  they 
were  published  in  the  ordinary  Mani€Hrd,  to 
circulate  with  them  the  whole  of  the  English 
speeches,  which,  to  them,  would  be  a  sealed  book. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  if  the  Maori  speeches 
were  reported  in  a  separate  Santard,  they  would 
be  got  out  more  rapidly  and  oould  be  circulated 
only  where  necessary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  there  was 
something  practical  in  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall's  sug- 
gestion; but,  in  the  meantime,  ho  thought  it 
would  be  much  better  if  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata 
would  accept  an  amendment  of  his  motion,  so  that 
it  would  read,  "  That  the  speeches  of  the  Maori 
members  be  published  in  the  Maori  language  in 
Hansard.**  The  speeches  publbhed  in  Ilansard 
he  understood  purported  to  be  the  utterances  of 
honorable  members  in  that  Council,  and  not  their 
interpretation,  even  by  reporters:  consequently 
h»  thought  that  the  very  words  uttered  hy  the 
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Maori  members  should  be  reported  in  Hatuard, 
Now,  what  they  got  at  present  was,  he  was  sorxy 
to  say,  a  very  meagre  interpretation  of  what  was 
said  by  the  Maori  members.  He  was  sorry  to 
say  that  he  listened  occasionally,  with  very  great 
pain,  to  eloquent  and  sensible  addresses  from  the 
Maori  members,  when  he  found  that  they  reached 
honorable  members  in  a  very  meagre  and  garbled 
state  indeed.  Therefore,  in  Council,  as  European 
members  corrected  their  speeches,  he  thought  it 
was  right  that  honorable  members  of  the  Maori 
race  should  also  have  the  privilege  of  correcting 
their  speeches  in  Maori.  As  to  the  translation 
of  the  speeches,  they  were  distinguished  gene- 
rally for  brevity  and  common  sense;  and  that 
brevity  would  enable  any  competent  translator  to 
interpret  them  in  far  less  time  than  he  had  seen 
devoted  by  honorable  members  to  the  oorreetion 
and  emendation  of  their  English  Santard  slips. 
They  might  be  translated  with  no  appreciable 
loss  of  time  at  all.  He  thought  it  was  scarcely 
consistent  with  the  privileges  of  the  Council  that^ 
instead  of  publishing  the  speeches  made  by  honor* 
able  members  of  tne  Maori  race,  they  had  im- 
perfect and  sometimes  erroneous  translations  of 
the  speeches  printed  in  their  official  reports.  Ht 
was  sorr^  to  make  these  remarks,  because  he  was 
aware  of  the  rejoinder  that  would  be  made.  But 
he  had  waited  for  years  for  improvement,  and  he 
had  not  yet  seen  any  improvement.  He  con- 
sidered it  was  his  duty  to  the  Council  to  expresa 
his  great  dissatisfaction  with  the  interpretation 
of  the  speeches  of  the  Maori  members.  He  would 
only  mention  that  if  it  would  suit  the  views  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  he  would  make  an  addition  to 
his  amendment  so  that  it  would  then  read  aa 
follows  :— "  That  the  speeches  of  the  Maori  mem* 
hers  be  printed  in  the  Maori  language,  with  a 
translation  into  English,  in  Samaird** 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  would  like  to  aak  the 
honorable  gentleman  how  he  proposed  to  fl»t  an 
accurate  report  of  the  Maori  speeches.  Unleaa 
they  had  a  reporter  who  was  oonversant  with  tho 
Maori  language,  he  did  not  see  how  it  wm  to  be 
done. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that  he  knew 
it  lo  bo  a  peculiarity  of  the  Maori  to  be  able  to 
recollect  every  word  that  he  uttered.  He  had 
heard  Maoris  repeat  conversations  of  great  length 
with  absolute  accuracy.  It  was  a  peeuliaritv  of 
the  nation,  and  he  thought  the  Maori  members 
might  be  safely  trusted  to  supply  their  own 
speeches. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  NGATATA  would  accept 
what  the  Hou.  Mr.  Mantell  proposed.  He  did 
not  wish  to  speak  at  any  length,  as  the  European 
members  did.  It  was  not  necessary  that  the 
Maoris  should  speak  at  any  length.  He  con- 
sented to  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Man- 
tell,  that  the  speeches  of  the  Maori  members 
should  be  published  in  the  Blue  Books,  and  not 
in  the  Waka  Maori, 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL  No.  3. 
•The  Hon.  Dr.    POLLEN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  made,  as  the 
title  showed,  another  effort  for  better  seouriBg 
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the  freedom  and  independence  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  did  not  appear  that  the  many 
efforts  which  had  alreaaj  been  made  for  that 
parpoee  had  effected  a  result  that  could  be 
called  completely  satisfactory.  The  Bill  pro- 
posed  to  repeal  "  The  Disqualification  Act,  1870," 
the  Amendment  Acts  of  1875  and  1876,  and 
section  7  of  "The  CivU  List  Act,  1873."  The 
Bill  went  on  to  declare  the  usual  provision  that 
a  member  of  the  LegislatiTo  Council  could  not 
be  elected  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatires,  and 
that  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes 
was  not  capable  of  being  summoned  to  the 
Legislative  OounciL  The  next  was  the  usual 
pri^ibition  to  any  person  haying  a  seat  in  either 
House  accepting  any  office,  or  employment,  or 
gift  from  the  Gt>yemment.  The  exemptions 
were  specified  in  the  6th  clause.  Another  pro- 
vision, which  was  new,  was  contained  in  the  6th 
clause,  which  prevented  any  person,  being  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes  or  of 
the  Council,  from  accepting  any  office  in  the  gift 
of  the  Gk>yemment  within  a  period  of  twelve 
months  after  he  ceased  to  be  a  member.  The 
7th  clause  disqualified  contractors.  He  need  not 
rafer  to  any  of  the  others,  as  they  were  of  the 
usual  character,  excepting  the  14th  and  last. 
That  clause  provided, — 

"  No  member  of  the  Civil  Service  of  New 
Zealand  shall,  whilst  he  is  such  member  or  for 
the  period  of  six  months  thereafter,  be  capable 
of  being  summoned  to  or  of  holding  a  seat  in 
the  Legislatiye  Council,  or  of  sitting  or  yoting  as 
a  member  of  the  said  CoundL" 

This  clause  was  intended,  he  supposed,  to 
provide  against  the  eyils  which  had  been  found 
to  result  from  the  presence  of  members  of  the 
Civil  Service  in  a  Ministerial  capacity  in  that 
Council.  As  the  most  shookins  examples  were 
to  be  found  in  the  persons  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Gisbome  and  himself,  ne  was  not  prepared  to  sa^ 
whether  or  not  the  evils  resultmff  from  their 
being  summoned  to  the  Council  had  been  found 
in  practice  to  be  so  great  as  to  render  necessary 
the  making  of  special  provision  against  the  re- 
currence of  them.  He  would  move  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time. 

•The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBB  thought 
that  this  was  a  very  valuable  Bill,  and  he  gave 
the  G-ovemmeni  great  credit  for  bringing  it  down. 
There  was  nothing  in  it  which  he  diisliked.  He 
had  given  notice  of  an  amendment,  but  he  would 
be  guided  by  the  course  of  the  debate  as  to 
whether  or  not  he  would  press  it.  He  was  sorry  it 
was  not  embodied  in  the  Bill,  but  it  was  thought 
that  at  that  period  of  the  session  the  introduction 
of  ail  amendment  might  have  the  effect  of  dis- 
charging the  Bill.  He  could  not  help  saying 
that  he  thought  the  value  to  the  public  of  those 

Erovincial  officers  who,  for  a  number  of  years,  had 
eld  office  in  the  provinces  was  such  that  proba- 
bly it  would  be  found,  at  least  in  some  instances, 
that  their  services  would  be  sought  for  by  the  \ 
Gorernmont.  He  thought  their  position  should 
be  regulated  by  Parliament,  and  especially  pro- 
vided for.  He  thought  great  injustice  might  bo 
done  unless  special  provision  was  so  made.  In 
some  proyinoitu  distri6ts  it  would  be  found  that 


the  experience  and  practical  knowledge  of  manj 
of  those  honorable  gentlemen  oould  x^t  be  re- 
placed  by  anybody  else.  He  felt  that  every  honors 
able  gentleman  would  only  be  too  happy  to  say 
that  they  had  gained  a  great  addition  to  the 
Council  in  the  honorable  gentleman  who  now 
represented  the  Ch>yemmeut  there,  and  who  had 
alluded  to  a  particular  clause  in  this  Bill.  Alao 
with  regard  to  the  other  gentleman  who  had  been 
appointed  to  the  CouncU,  he  thought  it  would 
be  admitted  that  there  was  never  any  objection  to 
him  on  personal  grounds ;  but  on  public  grounds, 
he  did  not  think  there  had  ever  been  so  great  a 
liberty  taken  with  the  Constitution,  or  anytibiing  to 
grossly  wrong  in  this  colony  before.  They  saw  the 
tJnder  Secretary  of  the  Prime  Minister  one  day 
leave  his  office  and  appear  in  Parliament  sitting 
side  by  side  with  the  opponents  of  that  honorable 
gentleman  the  next ;  and  yet  they  were  to  sup- 
pose that  up  to  that  moment  politics  had  nerer 
dawned  in  that  honorable  gentleman's  mind. 
Only  a  few  months  before  that  they  had  had  laid 
before  them  an  exhaustive  pamphlet  dilating 
upon  the  necessity  of  political  purity  in  the 
Civil  Service.  But  that  was  not  the  end  of  it 
— they  all  knew  how  much  further  it>went.  The 
Hon.  the  Speaker  was  obliged  to  withdraw  in 
Committee  a  motion  which  he  had  made  for  the 
excision  of  a  clause  in  a  certain  Bill,  and  honor- 
able gentlemen  were  called  upon  not  to  suspect 
the  Government  of  doing  anything  wrong.  He 
thought  it  would  be  well  if  Civil  servants  would 
stick  to  the  line  of  life  which  they  had  marked 
out  for  themselves,  and  not  think  of  a  future 

Solitical  career  at  all :  in  fact  they  should  aban- 
on  all  hope  of  obtaining  seats  in  the  Ministry 
till  they  retired  from  the  Ciyil  Service.  There 
was  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  England,  Johir 
Stuart  Mill,  a  man  who  had  probably  the  greatest 
capacity  for  political  discussions  and  comprehen- 
sion of  political  subjects ;. but  he  never  moved  in 
active  politics  until  he  retired  from  the  Civil 
Service  on  his  pension,  and  then  it  was  found 
that  he  was  not  a  yery  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
ranks  of  a  political  party.  It  was  because  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  was  much  more  a  model  settler 
than  an  average  specimen  of  the  Civil  servant 
that  he  was  enabled  to  give  such  valuable  advice 
to  the  Council.  The  true  Civil  servant  who  had 
given  up  his  life  to  the  service  was  not,  as  a  rule, 
an  acquisition  to  the  »nks  of  any  party.  He  did 
not  think  it  would  do  good  to  allow  officers  in 
the  Civil  Service  to  join  the  Government. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  could  not, 
like  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  last 
spoken,  congratulate  Uio  Government  on  having 
brought  up  this  measure.  The  Bill  had  not 
been  introduced  by  Government,  but  had  been 
brought  in  with  the  yiew  of  carrying  out  certain 
resolutions  that  were  adopted  by  the  Committee 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature ;  and  he 
thought  the  members  of  the  other  House  deserved 
credit  for  having  taken  the  first  opportunity  of 
giving  effect  to  what  undoubtedly  must  be  the 
feeling  of  the  people  at  large  in  the  matter  of 
preserving  the  purity  of  Parliament.  The  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitraore  had  given  notice  of  a  yery 
important    amendment   which   he   intended  to 
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move  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee.  Ho 
(Mr.  Waterhouse)  was  in  favour  of  that  amend- 
ment. Ho  thought  that  the  Superintendents  of 
proyinces  and  members  of  the  ExocutiTO  Councils 
bad  some  claim  upon  the  kindly  consideration 
of  the  Q-ovornmeut.  Manj  of  those  men  had 
special  aptitude  for  conducting  public  busiuess; 
and  he  was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  Govern- 
ment miglit,  in  the  interest  of  the  colony,  retain 
their  services.  On  general  grounds,  ho  would 
support  the  amendment,  if  he  did  not  fear  that  it 
would  imperil  the  Bill.  Wbat  would  influence 
him  in  roting  on  tbo  amendment  would  be  the 
action  taken  by  the  G-ovemment  themselves  in 
reference  to  it.  If  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary felt  himself  in  a  position  to  assure  the  House 
that  if  this  amendment  were  adopted  the  Goyem- 
ment  would  do  all  in  their  power  to  secure  its 
passing  and  to  secure  the  return  of  the  Bill  to 
the  Council,  he  would  be  happy  to  give  it  his 
support ;  but  if  that  promise  was  not  given,  he 
would  not  be  inclined  to  support  it.  In  con- 
clusion, he  might  say  that  generally  he  agreed 
that  members  of  the  Civil  Service  should  not 
be  withdrawn  from  the  Civil  Service  to  lake 
positions  in  the  Ministry,  after  going  through 
the  ordeal  of  election.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  that,  in  the  past,  the  system  had  been 
rather  beneficial  than  otherwise. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  would  oppose 
the  amendment  unless  the  Council  received  an 
assurance  from  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
that  the  amendment  would  be  supported  in 
another  phhce. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  would  act  in  the 
same  way,  though  he  was  very  anxious  that  the 
Bill  should  become  law.  He  did  not  see  why 
lawyers  should  be  particularly  exempted  under 
this  Act.  The  Government  had  a  great  deal  of 
legal  business,  and  he  thought  that  there  would 
be  a  great  deal  of  temptation  thrown  in  the 
way. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  would  not  detain 
the  Council  for  any  length  of  time.  He  would 
simply  express  his  dissatisfaction  with  the  Idth 
clause  of  the  Bill.  He  thought  it  was  an  imper- 
tinence to  the  Native  mem&rs  to  make  sucn  a 
provision  with  regard  to  them.  He  would  oppose 
the  clause. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  thought  that  a 
most  extraordinary  appeal  had  been  made  to  the 
Ministry  when  they  were  asked  to  pledge  them- 
selves that  certain  amendments  in  the  Bill  would 
receive  support  in  another  place.  He  hoped  that 
the  Council  would  always  act  independently  of 
any  such  pledge  in  any  other  place.  He  hoped 
that  the  Government  would  neither  compromise 
themselves  nor  the  Council  by  giving  any  such 
pledge. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  regretted  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata  was  not  present,  to  give  his 
opinion  on  the  Bill.  He  presumed  that  the 
Council  would  have  to  accept  the  measure  as  it 
was,  whether  they  understood  it  or  not.  He 
was  inclined  to  support  the  amendment  which 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitraore  had  given  notice  of. 
It  occurred  to  him  that,  before  he  sat  down,  he 
ihoald  refer  to  the  appointment  of  a  oertein 


member  of  the  Civil  Service  to  the  Ministry  and 
a  scat  in  that  Council.  At  the  time  this  took 
place,  a  new  Ministry  was  being  formed,  and 
there  wore  very  few  persons  to  bo  found  who 
were  suitable  for  the  office  of  Colonial  Secretary ; 
and  the  most  fitting  man  who  could  be  found 
happening  to  be  a  member  of  the  Civil  Service, 
he  wns  selected. 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  had,  in  the  early  days 
of  our  parliamentary  history,  seen  Civil  servants 
sitting  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
he  also  knew  of  Civil  servants  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  seats  in  the  Council ;  and,  from  ex- 
perience, he  believed  he  could  say  that  some  of 
the  most  valuable  members  of  Parliament  they 
had  had  been  taken  from  the  Civil  Service.  No 
one  who  remembered  Mr.  Domett  would  forget 
his  perfect  independence  and  great  ability.  He 
believed  that  former  Parliaments  in  which  Civil 
servants  were  not  precluded  from  having  seats, 
would  compare  favourably  with  any  that  had 
existed  since. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said,  with  reference 
to  tlie  appeal  which  had  been  made  by  his  honor- 
able fneud  Colonel  Whitmore  regarding  his 
amendment,  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  accept 
that  amendment  when  it  was  proposed  in  Com- 
mittee. He  agreed  that  the  Government  should 
have  authority  to  avail  themselves  of  the  services 
of  any  of  the  provincial  officers  ;  and  he  thought 
that,  u  the  services  of  such  officers  were  accepted, 
they  should  be  exempt  from  any  consequences  of 
disqualification. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  6. — Who  are  to  be  exempt  from  last 
preceding  section. 

*The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved.  That  subsec- 
tion 7,  as  follows  be  erased  from  the  clause : — 
"Any  barrister  or  solicitor  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  or  registered  medical  practitioner,  aocept- 
ing  any  fees  or  reward  for  acting  for  or  on  behalf 
of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  or  the  Governor  or 
the  Government  of  New  Zealand,  or  any  officer  of 
such  Government,  in  any  suit,  action,  or  proceed- 
ing, civil  or  criminal,  or  as  a  medical  practi- 
tioner." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  jproposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause  ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 


Ayes 
Noes 

Minority  for 


16 
9 


Atu. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
ICr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Nurse, 


Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Rhodes, 
Mr.  Russell, 
ICr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Waterhouie, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 
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Noxfl. 
Mr.  BonaTi  j  Mr.  Lahmann, 

Colonel  Brett,  !  Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Edwards,  i  Sir  J.  L.  C.  Biohardion, 

Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Scotland. 

lieuL-Colonel  Kenny,  I 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatiyed. 

Clause  6. — Disqualification  of  members  for  a 
period  of  six  months  after  ceasing  to  be  members. 

Tlic  Hon.  Sir  J.  L.  C.  BICHABDSON  moved 
the  insertion  of  the  following,  as  a  subsection  : — 
"Any  person  being  a  Superintendent  of  Any 
proYince,  or  any  member  of  any  FroTinoial  Execu- 
tive Council,  who  shall  have  been  such  Superin- 
tendent or  member  of  Exeoutiye  Council  auring 
the  whole  of  the  present  session  of  Parliament, 
and  who  shall  be  holding  such  office  at  the  time 
of  the  complete  coming  into  force  of  '  The  Abo- 
lition of  Provinces  Act,  1876.' " 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  so  added  ;'*  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         17 

Noes         7 


Majority  for 


10 


Ayb8. 


Captain  Baillie, 

Colonel  Brett, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 

ICr.  J.  Johnston, 

lieut-Colonel  Kenny, 


Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Pharacyn, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Rhodes, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Russell. 


N0B8. 

Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Waterhouse, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Scotland, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

The  Bill  was  reported  to  the  Council  with 
amendments,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
read  a  third  time. 

OTAOO  AND  WELLINaTON  TOLLS 
BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  this  was  not  a  Q-ovem- 
ment  Bill;  its  objects  were  purely  of  a  local 
character.  The  matter  might  be  dealt  with  in 
futuro  by  the  local  bodies  the  machinery  for 
which  had  been  provided  this  session,  but  still  it 
was  said  to  be  of  some  importance  that  it  should 
be  disposed  of  at  the  present  time.  It  proposed 
to  amend  two  Provincial  Ordinances.  As  tar  as 
Otago  was  concerned,  the  necessity  for  legislation 
upon  the  subject  arose  out  of  the  wordmg  of  a 
part  of  "The  Turnpike  Ordinance  1866  Amend- 
ment Ordinance,  1875,''  of  the  Otago  Provincial 
Council.  The  error  was  in  the  4th  section  of  the 
schedule  to  that  Ordinance,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows:— 


"  For  every  horse  or  other  beast  (two  oxen  or 
neat  catUe  to  count  as  one  horse)  drawing  amy 
wagon,  wain,  or  other  such  Uke  eon? eyanoe,  if  tbe 
total  number  shall  exceed  eight  horses,  or  what  is 
heroby  made  equivalent  to  eight  horses,  two 
shiUings." 

The  mistake  was  that  a  wagon  drawn  by  move 
than  eight  horses  would  have  to  pay  2s.  each 
hone,  instead  of  Is.,  which  was  the  toll  charge  by 
the  previous  clause  of  the  schedule.  In  oonee- 
qnence  of  the  peculiar  wording  of  the  daase,  a 
team  of  ten  horses  would  be  required,  and  had 
been  required,  to  pay  £1  as  toll,  the  paynicot 
intended  being  12b.  omy.  It  was  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  that,  as  &r  as  regarded  Otago,  that 
this  Bill  was  now  introduced.  Honorable  mem- 
bers would  recollect  that  the  Council  endea- 
voured last  session  to  romedy  some  defects  found 
to  exist  in  the  Wellington  Highways  Tolls  Act ; 
but  it  appeared  they  did  not  quite  succeed  in 
mi^ng  the  net  sufficiently  dose  to  prevent  all 
the  little  fishes  slipping  out  of  it.  There  ap- 
peared to  be  a  great  d^  of  ingenuity  exercised 
m  the  Province  of  Wellington  in  evading  the 
payment  of  tolls.  It  would  appear  that,  taking 
advantage  of  the  looseness  of  the  wording  of  the 
Act  of  last  year,  some  people  were  in  the  habit  of 
tiding  horses  out  of  the  teams  and  putting  them 
behind  the  carts,  and  so  evadinff  the  payment  of 
toUs,  inasmuch  as  the  Act  provided  that  the  t(dls 
should  only  be  chaiged  according  to  the  number 
of  animals  drawing  the  vehicle.  Some  people  also 
appeared  to  be  in  the  habit  of  attaching  several 
carts  together  and  taking  them  through  the  toll- 
gate,  and  thereby  offending  against  the  peace  and 
order  of  our  sovereign  lady  the  Queen,  and  de- 
frauding the  toll-keepers.  This  was,  he  under- 
stood, what  they  were  asked  to  remedy  by  this 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  regretted  that 
the  Colonial  Secrotaij  was  not  better  up  in  the 
facts  regarding  this  Bill  than  appeared  to  be  the 
case  from  the  speech  he  had  just  made.  He  was 
entirely  in  error  as  regarded  the  necessity  that 
existed  for  an  amendment  of  the  law  relating  to 
tolls  in  the  Province  of  Wellington.  The  neces- 
sity for  readjustment  arose  out  of  a  blunder  in 
the  Act  which  was  passed  through  the  Gknezal 
Legislature  last  session.  In  consequence  of  the 
wording  of  that  Act,  some  outrageous  sums  had 
to  be  paid  for  tolls.  For  instance,  teams  of  five 
horses  had  to  pay  ISs.  at  each  toll-gate,  and  the 
result  of  that  was  that  the  price  of  goods  which 
had  to  be  conveyed  over  a  long  distance  was  very 
materially  increased.  It  arose  entirely  out  of  a 
mistake  in  the  schedule,  and  had  acted  most 
iiguriously  upon  the  traffic  of  the  province, 
although  very  beneficial,  of  course,  to  the  toll- 
gate  keeper.  The  Government,  by  the  exercise  of 
powers  which  they  possessed,  came  to  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  toll-gate  keepers,  and  the  ree^t 
was  that  they  undertook  to  maintain  the  tolls 
in  force  up  to  that  time.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
schedule  of  this  Bill,  he  was  not  quite  satisfied 
that  the  tolls  levied  were  the  same  which  were 
being  levied  at  the  present  moment.  He  thought 
that  before  the  BUI  was  passed  throoffh  all  its 
stagpi  inquiiy  should  b»  made,  so   tM  thono 
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should  be  no  repetition  of  the  mistake  of  last 
session.  He  would  call  attention  likewise  to  the 
fact  that  the  4th  clause  appeared  to  go  further 
than  was  intended.  Under  the  4th  clausei  the 
scales  of  tolls  would  be  arbitraiy  throughout 
Otago  and  Wellington,  as  there  was  no  power 
whatever  of  altering  them.  In  the  Counties  Bill, 
the  power  of  levying  tolls  was  eiven  to  the 
Countj  Boards,  and  the  power  of  deciding  what 
these  tolls  should  be;  but  in  this  BUI  it  was 
distinctly  stated  that  the  tolls  mentioned  in  the 
Bill  should  be  in  force  in  the  Provinces  of  Wel- 
lington and  Otago. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 
BILL. 
•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading;  of  this  Bill,  said  that  legislation 
upon  the  subject  of  intestate  Native  succession 
was  not  a  new  one  in  that  CounciL  So  far  back 
as  the  year  1861,  there  was  passed  the  Intestate 
Natives  Succession  Act.  Tliat  Act  gave  the 
Governor  power,  in  cases  of  the  decease  of  any 
person  intestate,  with  respect  to  whom  the  right 
of  succession  was  necessary  to  be  determined,  to 
appoint  a  Commissioner  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  the  Act  gave  power  to  the  Go- 
vernor in  Council,  upon  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner, to  declare  the  succession  and  to  issue  a 
Crown  grant  of  any  land  in  question  to  the  per- 
sons entitled.  This  Act  was  repealed  by  "The 
Native  Lands  Act,  1865,"  by  which  other  pro- 
vision was  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
Native  Lands  Court  for  ascertaining  succession 
in  such  cases.  That  Act  of  1865,  along  with 
some  Acts  enacted  subsequently,  was  repealed  by 
"  The  Native  Lands  Act,  1873,"  which,  however, 
made  very  narrow  provision  for  dealing  with  this 
large  subject.  The  terms  were  confined  alto- 
gether to  landed  estate,  and  dealt  only  with 
Und  which  in  some  shape  or  another  had  passed 
or  was  passing  through  the  Native  Land  Court. 
No  general  provision  had  been  made  for  deal- 
ing with  intestate  estates  of  Natives.  A  good 
many  of  the  Natives  were  now  becoming 
wealthy,  holding  land  by  grant  direct  from 
the  Crown,  and  many  were  holders  of  consider- 
able personal  propertv.  Their  peculiar  domes- 
tic arrangements  made  the  question  of  descent 
often  one  of  considerable  difficulty;  and  cir- 
cumstances had  arisen  lately  which  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  Q-ovemment  very  forcibly 
to  the  necessity  of  making  some  provision  for 
settling  the  question  of  succeesion  in  these  in- 
testate estates.  Beccntly,  at  the  Thames,  a 
Native  died  possessed  of  a  very  considerable 
estate.  He  was  a  very  careful  old  gentleman, 
and  it  was  found  that  he  had  a  sum  of  £7,000 
standing  to  his  credit  in  one  of  the  banks  at  the 
Thames.  He  had  children,  one  of  whom  was 
married  to  a  European ;  and  when  a  claim  to 
succession  was  sent  in,  it  was  found  that,  as  the 
deceased  had  not  been  married,  the  Supreme 
Court  would  not  grant  the  letters  of  administra- 
tion. That  was  a  difficulty  which,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, ought  to  be  met  {  and  it  was  for  the 
pmrpoae  of  meedog  tqdi  oaaee  that  this  Act  wm 


proposed  to  be  brought  into  force.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  whenever  a  question  arose  as  to  suc- 
cession in  the  intestate  estate  of  a  Native  regard- 
ing land  as  well  as  personal  effecte,  the  Native 
Luid  Court  should  have  power  to  make  inquiries, 
and  to  determine  the  case  in  the  same  way  as  it 
had  the  power  of  determining  that  question 
under  '*The  Native  Lands  Act,  1878,"  in  relation 
to  land  passed  or  passing  through  the  Court. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  thought  that 
this  was  a  good  Bill,  and  one  that  would  meet 
an  acknowledffed  want.  He  thcaght  the  Govern- 
ment deserved  credit  for  bringing  it  in,  although 
he  must  say,  in  regard  to  all  these  important 
Bills  dealing  vrith  a  very  large  amount  of  private 
property,  that  it  would  be  better  if  they  were  in- 
troauced  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  so  that 
full  time  might  be  given  to  consider  them.  If 
that  were  the  case,  they  would  not  have  so  much 
trouble  afterwards  in  reconsidering  amending 
Acts  of  the  kind.  He  had  given  notice  of  cer- 
tain amendments  which  he  intended  to  move  in 
Committee,  because,  although  the  Bill  was  a  very 
good  one,  yet  it  had  some  little  imperfections 
which  he  had  discovered,  and  there  might  be 
others  which  had  escaped  his  notice.  Those 
amendments  had  been  printed  on  the  Order 
Paper,  in  order  that  honorable  gentlemen  might 
have  full  notice  of  what  was  intended  to  be  done 
by  them.  It  was  becoming  a  very  difficult 
matter  indeed  for  the  Natives  to  ascertain  the 
real  state  of  the  law  on  this  subject,  and  he  attri- 
buted that  to  the  habit  which  had  been  ftJlen, 
into  of  bringing  in  Native  Bills.  He  thought  he 
would  be  able  to  remedy  one  of  the  defects  of  the 
Act  of  1873  by  the  first  amendment  which  he 
would  propose.  His  second  amendment  would 
provide  that  trustees  should  be  appointed  to  hold 
the  property  of  infant  Maoris ;  and  this  would 
be  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  because  at 
present  there  was  nobody  to  take  ol^argo  of  the 
estates  of  infants  of  the  Native  race.    The  con- 

Xmce  of  this  was  that  the  property  of  an 
t  did  not  accumulate  till  it  begone  of  age, 
as  was  the  case  with  Europeans.  It  was  not 
desirable  to  increase  the  number  of  officials  in 
regard  to  Native  matters,  and  the  Resident 
Magistrates  in  the  various  districts  might  be 
appointed  to  act  as  trustees.  His  fourth  amend- 
ment was  to  the  effect  that  a  deed  could  be 
executed  before  a  solicitor  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
instead  of,  as  now,  a  Resident  Magistrate  or 
Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court.  Some  objec- 
tion might  be  taken  to  this ;  but  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  a  solicitor  of  the  Supreme 
Court  was  direotlyjj  responsible  for  his  actions, 
inasmuch  as  he  was  liaole  to  be  struck  off  the 
roll  if  he  committed  an^  fraud  or  was  justly 
chargeable  vrith  any  negligence  which  amounted 
to  a  crime  deserving  of  diMtisement.  He  would, 
however,  be  willing  to  modify' that  if  any  honor- 
able gentleman  could  suggest  anything  better.  It 
occurred  to  him  that  a  solicitor  of  the  Supreme 
Court  was  a  more  responsible  person  than  a 
Justioe  of  the  Peace.  He  would  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  in  Committee 
would  more  the  anwiidiiMnts  which  he  bad  given 
notioe  of. 
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The  Hod.  Oaptoin  FSASEB  intended  to 
support  the  Bill,  but  was  sorry  he  could  not 
support  the  amendments  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Wliitmore,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  of  them. 
He  had  endeayoured  to  see  his  way  through  the 
matter  j  but  it  was  one  of  those  intricate  Maori 
difficulties  which  ho  could  not  wade  through 
and  understand.  Therefore  he  thought  he  would 
be  justified  in  taking  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman 
outside  the  Council  on  the  amendments.  Tliat 
gentleman's  opinion  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
clauses  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  Intestate 
Natives  Succession  Act  were  irrelevant  to  the  Bill, 
and  that  they  also  intermeddled  with  three  other 
Bills,  with  which  the  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper 
had  nothing  to  do.  He  would  therefore  TOte  for 
the  last  amendment,  but  not  for  the  others. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  would  support  the 
Bill.  He  would  not  have  risen  to  speak  on  this 
subject  but  for  the  remarks  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  had  made  in  speaking  of  the  amend- 
ments he  intended  to  move.  He  thought  that 
the  proper  time  to  consider  these  clauses  would 
be  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee.  He  agreed 
with  the  opinion  which  his  honorable  friend 
Captain  Eraser  had  read— namely,  that  the  amend- 
ments referred  to  matters  altogether  foreign  to 
the  Act.  He  thought  it  would  be  highly  danger- 
ous to  introduce  into  one  Act,  by  a  sort  of  side- 
wind, clauses  which  had  reference  to  another 
Act.  He  held,  further,  that  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly inconvenient,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  to  enter  into  matters  of  such  importance. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  glad  to  see 
that  the  Council  recognized  the  policy  of  reading 
the  Bill  a  second  time.  He  could  not  accept 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore's  amendments,  for 
this  reason :  that  they  referred  not  to  this  Bill, 
but  to  no  less  than  three  other  Acts  of  the 
Legislature,  which,  by  a  side-wind,  they  pro- 
posed, he  would  not  say  to  amend,  but  to  affect. 
The  amendments  affected  the  Native  Lands  Act, 
the  Maori  Beal  Estate  Management  Act,  and 
the  Native  Lands  Frauds  Prevention  Act.  Now, 
if  any  one  of  those  Acts  required  to  be  amended 
at  all,  it  ought  to  be  done  specifically.  He  did 
not  understand  what  relation  the  so-called 
amendments  could  be  said  to  have  to  a  Bill  of 
this  kind. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

DUNEDIN  DRILL-SHED  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  14. — On  failure  of  trust,  lands  to  be 
held  as  endowments  for  purposes  of  museum, 
&o. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  all  the 
words  between  the  word  "disbanded,"  in  the 
61st  line,  and  the  word  **  and,"  in  the  63rd  line, 
be  erased  from  the  clause. 

Question  put,  '*That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 


Ayes         

Noes         

Majority  against.. 


9 
15 


6 


Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Holmes, 


Atiss. 

Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Scotland, 
Mr.  Waterhouse. 

Nobs. 


Mr.  Bonar,  Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Peter, 

Dr.  Grace,  Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Mr.  Gray,  Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Hart,  Mr.  Russell, 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,         Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston,  Colonel  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  carried. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  all  the 
words  after  the  word  "  in,"  in  the  65th  line,  be 
omitted,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  foUow- 
ing  : — "  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  shall  be  and 
shall  become  part  of  the  demesne  lands  of  the 
Crown." 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  question;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result: — 

Ayes  9 

Noes  16 


Majority  against  ... 


6 


Atbs. 


Mr.  Peter, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardflon, 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Waterhouse. 


Nobs. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Dr.  Ghiioe, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Paterson, 

Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Bonar, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Qnj, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
The  amendment  vras  consequently  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  BiU  read  a  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
eleven  o'clock. 


Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Stokes, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 
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Fint  Baftding— Second  Beadinfp— Third  BeadiDgs— Bill 
Diacharged— Adjoamment — Counties  BiU  —  Kfttikati 
Settlement  —  Eaat  Coaat  NatiTes'  Sheep  >- Baleigh 
Town  Board— Sentry  Hill,  Inglewood  Bailwsy— San 
Francisco  Mail  Serriee — Disqnaliflcation  Bill— Sarto- 
ris,  Downe  and  Others  Claim  Bill — School  of  Mines — 
J.  Goodfellow— Supply. 


Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  obair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Fbatbbs. 

FIRST  BEADINa. 
The  Nati?e  Beserres  Bill. 

SECOND  BEADINa. 
The  Auckland  Beach  Boad  Gbanto  Bill. 

THIBD  BEADINGS. 
The  Auckland  Beach  Boad  Grants  Bill,  the 
Douglas  Crown  Grants  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHABGED. 
The  Begistration  of  Electors  Bill. 

ADJOUBNMBNT. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  move,  That  this  House, 
at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  until  to-morrow  at  eleven 
o'clock. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BBOWN.— I  wish  the  Premier  to 
state  when  tlie  prorogation  will  take  place. 

Mr.  WHIT AKEB.— The  prorogation  will  take 
place  immediately  upon  the  completion  of  the 
business  by  the  officers  of  the  House ;  probably 
on  Monday. 

Mr.  T.  KELLY. — I  move,  as  an  amendment, 
the  addition  of  the  words,  That  leave  be  granted 
to  the  Select'Committees  to  sit  during  the  sitting 
of  Ibe  House. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  wish  to  know  whether, 
in  case  the  Appropriation  Act  is  passed  to-morrow, 
any  new  business  will  be  introduced. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  difficult  to  say  what 
"  new  business  "  may  meait.  We  will  introduce 
nothing  that  will  take  advantage  of  the  absence 
of  members.  We  shall  certaiuly  proceed  with 
nothing  new  except  to  complete  some  business 
that  may  require  to  be  completed. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  have  not  the  least  idea 
that  the  Gt>vemment  will  introduce  any  new 
business ;  but  it  is  just  possible  that  some  honor- 
able members  may  wish  to  introduce  some  new 
business.  The  question  is,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  resist  the  introduction  of  new  business. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  decidedly. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — Tliere  is  an  impression 
abroad  that  the  Government  desire  to  introduce 
the  Canterbury  leasing  clauses  into  the  Waste 
Lands  Bill.  There  are  certain  members  pledged 
not  to  leave  to-morrow  unless  an  answer  is  given 
that  this  will  not  be  attempted. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  cannot  give  such  nn 
assurance  at  the  present  time.  The  Government 
are  of  opinion  that  a  very  great  injustice  has 
been  done  lo  Canterbury  by  the  striking  out  of 


these  clauses.  If  the  Legislative  Council  should 
re-insert  those  clauses,  the  GK>vemment  would  ask 
the  House  to  agree  to  them.  To-morrow,  I  shall 
be  able  to  make  a  definite  statement  of  what  the 
Government  propose  to  do :  I  will  make  the 
course  of  the  Government  quite  clear. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— After  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member,  there  is  no  necessity  for  the 
House  to  resume  its  sittings  at  eleven  o'clock 
to-morrow.  If  there  is  the  least  chance  of  this 
question  being  brought  up  again,  I  think  it  will 
be  advisable  for  honorable  members  to  remain 
here.  I  feel  very  strongly  on  this  point.  If  the 
Government  are  going  to  reverse  the  decision 
come  to  by  this  House,  I  shall  oppose  them  to 
the  utmost.  If  they  aid  in  reviving  this  question, 
and  if  honorable  members  propose  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence  in  the  Gbvemment,  I  shall  support 
it.  The  decision  was  fairly  come  to,  and  the 
Government  would  not  be  doing  right  in  attempt- 
ing to  reverse  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  do  not  understand 
what  the  honorable  member  means.  I  have 
stated  that  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  deceive 
this  House  in  the  matter.  I  hope  the  Bill  will 
be  down  to-morrow,  when  the  Government  will 
state  the  course  it  intends  to  pursue.  If  honor- 
able gentlemen  think  it  necessary  to  stop  another 
week,  by  all  means  let  us  do  so.  The  question 
may  never  arise  ;  if  it  does  arise,  honorable  gen- 
tlemen can  oppose  the  clauses  should  they  be 
re-inserted.  I  simply  undertake  that  the  House 
shall  know  at  the  earliest  possible  time  what  course 
the  Government  propose  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  tell  us  at  once  whether  the  clauses — 
which  were  negatived  after  a  great  contest,  and 
after  the  fiercest  system  of  whipping-up  that  ever 
I  saw  on  any  question— are  going  to  be  reintro- 
duced. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB.— There  is  no  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  Gt>vemment  to  revive  this  ques- 
tion in  any  shape  or  way  whatever.  The  matter 
is  now  before  the  Legislative  Council.  If  they 
choose  to  make  amendments  in  the  Bill,  whether 
by  inserting  the  clauses  about  which  there  has 
been  so  much  dispute  or  any  other  clauses,  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  House  to  take  those 
amendments  into  consideration.  That  must  be 
done.  The  Bill  its?lf  is  an  important  one,  and  it 
must  be  passed  in  some  shape  before  the  Assembly 
breaks  up.  That  being  necessary,  if  these  clauses 
are  sent  down,  whether  in  the  shape  they  were 
before  or  in  a  new  form,  they  wUl  have  to  be 
considered  by  this  House.  Supposing  they  come 
down  in  the  shape  which  carries  out  the  Govern- 
ment's views,  it  will  be  the  duty,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  of  the  Government  to  support  them.  I 
cannot  conceive  that  the  Government  can  have 
any  other  duty  than  that,  and  I  presume  that 
they  would  be  playing  false  altogether  if  they 
did  not  act  in  that  way.  They  do  not  intend 
in  any  shape  to  assi:)t  in  bringing  these  clauses 
back  again,  or  to  hare  the  question  reconsidered 
in  any  way  whatever ;  but  if  thc^c  clauses  in  the 
course  of  business  come  down,  how  is  it  possible 
for  the  Government,  after  having  siipi)orted  them 
before,  not  to  do  so  again?    iSo  far  as  the  Gh)- 
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Ternment  are  ooncdrned,  they  will  afford  the 
House  the  fullest  opportunity  of  discussiDg  the 
question  if  it  should  arise.  Supposing  to-day  the 
Legislatife  Council  put  these  clauses  back  into 
the  Bill  or  inserted  any  other  clauses  to  the  like 
effect,  then  to-morrow  the  subject  can  be  con- 
sidered by  the  House;  and  if  it  is  disposed  of, 
then  the  House  can 'break  up  and  members  go 
away.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  LeglslatiTe 
Council  do  not  put  any  such  clauses  into  the 
Bill,  then  the  question  will  neyer  arise  at  all, 
for  the  Gh>Temment  will  not  bring  it  on.  The 
matter  will  drop,  and  there  will  be  no  reason 
why  this  House  riiould  not  break  up  and  mem- 
bers go  away.  The  steamers  are  kept  for  that 
purpose.  There  will  be  nothing  whatever  done 
by  the  Gh>Temment  to  entrap  the  House,  or  to 
ret  any  clauses  passed  without  an  opportunity  for 
ull  discussion.  Every  precaution  will  be  taken 
that  there  shall  be  no  surprise.  The  principal 
object  of  the  House  sitting  to-morrow  is  in  re- 
ference to  the  Bills  which  I  am  about  to  bring 
before  the  House  presently — the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations BiU,  the  Bating  Bill,  and  the  amend- 
ments in  the  Counties  BilL  Very  important 
amendments  have  been  made  in  these  Bills,  some 
of  which  I  am  sure  this  House  will  not  agree  to ; 
and  in  case  a  conference  is  necessary,  It  may  take 
place  at  eleven  to-morrow,  or  such  other  time  as 
the  House  may  think  fit.  The  Waste  Lands  Bill 
may  come  down  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, and  be  submitted  to  the  House;  and  if  it 
become  necessary  that  the  House  should  sit  next 
week,  the  steamers  will  have  to  go  without  mem- 
bers. The  House  may  rely  that  no  kind  of  ad- 
rantage  will  be  attempted  to  be  taken  by  the  Go- 
vernment, but  everything  will  be  straightforward 
and  above-board. 

Sir  a.  GKEY.— It  is  now  distinctly  admitted 
by  the  Government  that  they  are  in  a  minority  in 
the  Upper  House ;  that  they  cannot  carry  mea- 
sures t-hrough  that  Houso.  I  ask  whether  they 
are  going  to  retnin*  their  seats  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, or  wliellier  it  is  not  tho  duty  of  the 
Government  to  have  a  majority  in  both  itouses. 

Mr.  Whitakeb  rose  to  speak. 

Mr.  SPEAXKB  said  the  honorable  member 
had  already  spoken. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  had  intended  to  answer  the 
honorable  gentleman's  question.  However,  the 
honorable  member's  own  common  sense  ought  to 
answer  the  question  for  him. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB.— I  think  there  was  never 
a  clearer  indication  offered  to  the  Legislative 
Council  than  that  which  is  now  offered  them  to 
put  these  clauses  in  the  Bill  again.  The  Legis- 
lative Council  are  asked  to  put  the  clauses  in. 
The  Government  take  advantage  of  members 
wishing  to  get  away,  to  force  the  leasing  clauses 
through  the  Houso  by  recruit-s  from  Canterbury, 
who  arrived  to-day  by  steamer.  The  Government 
were  not  acting  fairly,  because  I  and  others 
agreed  to  give  a  modified  opposition  to  tho  Bill, 
and  the  Government  agreed  to  take  a  decision 
upon  one  clause,  and  so  we  arrived  at  the  decision. 
Had  it  not  been  for  that,  the  Bill  would  not  have 
passed  this  House  at  all.  The  Government  gave 
us  their  word,  and  we  hold  them  to  it. 


Mr.  BOLLBSTON.— Mr  impraesion  of  what 
passed  that  night  is  this :  There  is  no  doubt  tliai 
a  majority  of  one  or  two  were  got  on  that  coca- 
sion,  but  I  must  say  that  I  and  a  considerable 
number  of  others  were  taken  very  much  by  aixr- 
prise  at  tho  time  these  clauses  came  on ;   and  a 
considerable  number  of  members  were   absent, 
who,  if  present,  would  have  made  the  minority  a 
majority  on  that  occasion.     I  say  this  distinctly, 
to  be  put  on  record,  that,  far  from  being  an 
attempt  to  snatch  a  victory  on  our  part,  had  the 
division  not  been  snatched  as  it  was,  the  majority 
would  have  been  on  the  side  on  which  I  Toted. 
It  is  quite  possible,  at  this  stage  of  tli9  seflsion, 
for  a  few  members  who  have  got  a  rictoij  to 
keep  it,  because  it  is  well  known  that  the  House 
will  naturally  prorogue  very  shortly,  ond  there  is 
a  great  disposition  upon  the  part  of  members  to 
abstain  from  doing  that  whi^  is  selfish,  and  to 
consult  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  this  Honae  as 
to  getting  away  as  soon  as  possible.    I  rentare  to 
think,  when  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney  got 
up  that  night  and  got  the  promise  from  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  the  decision  then,  that  a  par- 
liamentary mistake  was  made.    It  so  happened 
that  at  that  time  the  matter  came  on  very  sud- 
denly, and  the  division  was  taken  very  adroit  ad- 
vantage of  by  the  lionorable  member.    I  wish  to 
say  this :  I  believe  the  House,  by  that  decision, 
hM  done  a  considerable  wrong ;  and  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that  if  honorable   members  knew  the 
extent  of  that  wrong,  they  would  not  have  been 
a  party  to  it.     For  my  own  part,  I  should  con- 
sider myself  perfectly  entitled  to  take  any  steps 
I  can  for  the  interests  of  people  who  will  suffer 
great  personal  loss,  and  have  a  great  wrong  in- 
flicted  upon   them,  to  bring  about  a  different 
result.     I  think  a  wrong  has  been  done,  and  I 
am  yery  sorry  to  hear  such  expressions  of  opinion 
from  honorable  gentlemen,    like    the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers,  upon  this  subject.     I 
think  the  Houso  should  be  prepared  to  consider 
the  question  upon  ita  merits,  and  I  think  that, 
up  to  tho  present  time,  it  has  not  been  decided 
upon  its  merits. 

Mr.  BEES. — ^I  am  surprised  to  hear  the  honor- 
able member  for  Avon  hold  forth  in  the  way  he 
has  done.  The  honorable  member  consented  to 
this  proposal ;  bo  wanted  to  push  it  on  as  well  as 
anybody.  Ho  thought  he  had  a  majority,  but  he 
found  he  had  not.  I  saw  the  honorable  member 
go  oyer  and  obtain  one  yote  after  the  bell  had 
been  rung.  I  saw  the  honorable  gentleman  go 
to  the  Maori  members  and  obtain  one  vote  which 
I  knew  had  been  promised  to  the  other  aide. 
Much  to  the  suxprise  of  honorable  members,  that 
vote  was  given  for  the  clause,  or  the  majority 
against  it  would  have  been  four.  If  this  should 
be  admitted  to  be  reconsidered  now,  I  should  like 
to  know  what  becomes  of  the  prodigious  indig- 
nation from  the  Government  benches,  and  from 
the  Canterbury  members,  as  to  the  statement  that 
there  was  an  agreement  between  them  ?  What 
is  tho  country  to  think  ?  If  theeo  clauses  come 
back  here,  and  the  House  has  to  give  opposition 
to  them,  it  will  give  it ;  and  I  for  one  am  per- 
fectly prepared  to  do  it.  I  want  to  get  home  as 
much  as  any  one.    It  ia  absolutely  necessary  for 
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me  to  leave  to  attend  to  my  own  prirate  matters ; 
and  I  am  Buro  mj  own  personal  enjoyment  would 
claim  as  much ;  but  if  we  are  to  be  forced  in  this 
way,  I  am  prepared  to  sit  here  for  one  month  or 
three  months,  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  it.  It 
was  stated  early  in  the  sesfion  that  we  would 
resist  the  proposal  to  grant  a  perpetuity  of 
licenses,  ana  to  grant  an  absolutely  firm  tenure 
of  these  runs ;  and  it  was  added  that  it  was  bc- 
lieyed  there  was  an  understanding  between  the 
Canterbury  members  and  the  Government,  and 
that  some  arrangement  between  them  had  been 
made.  But  that  was  denied.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikato  and  others  hare  been  perpetually 
preaching  of  the  power  of  the  majority,  and  that 
there  was  a  moral  bond  upon  members  of  this 
House  to  obey  the  voice  of  the  majority  directly 
it  was  given.  We  have  heard  very  much  of  this 
bowing  to  the  will  of  the  majority.  The  Go- 
vernment absolutely  consented,  and  the  mem- 
bers from  Canterbury  absolutely  consented,  to  be 
bound  by  the  division  the  other  evening— to  be 
bound  by  the  verdict  of  a  majority  then  taken. 
By  the  consent  of  all  parts  of  the  House,  the 
debate  ceased,  a  vote  was  taken,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  whole  feeling  of  the  country  is  in 
favour  of  the  majority  upon  that  occasion.  Now, 
we  have  the  Postmaster-General  saying  that,  if 
the  Upper  House  overrule  a  majority  of  this 
House,  the  Government  is  prepared  to  support 
the  other  House.  I  never  heara  of  such  a  thing 
in  constitutional  government  in  my  life.  The 
Government  themselves  agreed  to  it.  If  any 
mail  gives  his  word  of  honor,  he  ought  to  stick 
to  it.  I  am  astonished  that  men  should  lend 
themselves  to  such  a  proceeding,  after  they  had 
given  their  words.  Why,  among  Englishmen 
and  among  gentlemen 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— The  honorable  gentleman's 
statement  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  truth. 

Mr.  REES. — I  have  heard  a  great  many  state- 
ments from  the  honorable  gentleman  upon  dif- 
ferent subjects  that  were  not  correct.  I  would 
put  it  to  honorable  members  whether  the 
Gt>vemment  did  not  absolutely  consent  to  that 
arrangement.  What  did  the  nonorable  member 
mean  by  getting  up  and  saying  I  told  an  untruth  P 
It  is  against  the  hearing  of  every  one's  ears,  and 
the  seeing  of  e?ery  one  s  eyes,  to  say  that  what 
I  have  stated  is  not  the  fact.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  honorable  member  was  present,  but 
if  he  was,  he  ought  to  know  better  than  to  get  up 
and  ^ntradict  everybody  in  this  House ;  and  if 
he  was  not  present,  he  has  no  right  to  get  up  and 
say  I  am  stating  an  untruth.  I  appeal  to  every- 
one whether  what  I  say  is  not  correct. 

Major  ATSIINSON. — I  was  present,  and  made 
the  arrangement,  but  I  made  no  such  arrange- 
ment as  the  honorable  gentleman  states. 

Mr.  BESS. — I  state  distinctly,  upon  my  word, 
that  in  Committee  the  honorable  gentleman  con- 
sented to  be  bound  by  the  verdict  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  appeal  to  every  man  who  was  present 
whether  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  consent 
to  be  bound  by  the  verdict  of  the  Committee 
upon  one  of  the  clauses.  I  say  distinctly  that 
any  man  who  denies  that  statement  flies  in  the 
hioe  of  ererj  person  who  was  present  in  this 
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House — I  do  not  care  who  he  is.  J  have  heard 
the  honorable  gentleman  deny  other  things.  X 
havo  heard  him  make  statements  in  this  House — 
and  they  are  in  Hansard — that  cannot  be  proved, 
but  can  bo  disproved.  I  havo  heard  him  deny 
other  things  which  can  be  proved.  I  do  not 
know  how  a  u)an  holding  such  a  position  can  dare 
to  tiTiiisgrciis  the  ordinary  rules  whifh  men  are 
bound  by.  It  is  simply  to  do  what  ?  To  cover 
the  position  which  they  have  taken  up,  and  which 
they  feel  to  be  shameful.  They  wish  now  to 
cloak  it  over.  I  know  that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  will  bear  out  what  I 
say.  I  hardly  know  how  to  express  my  feelings 
upon  such  a  matter.  The  Government  stated 
distinctly  that  they  would  be  bound  by  the  result 
of  the  Committee's  decision,  and  now,  because 
they  have  an  inkling  that  the  other  House  will 
insert  the  clauses,  they  say  that  they  will  do  what 
they  eon  to  give  effect  to  the  action  of  the  Upper 
House.  I  wonder  if  the  Premier  or  the  Post- 
master-General would  place  what  they  said  on 
affidavit  ? 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— Unquestionably. 

Mr.  REES.— I  question  whether  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikato  was  present. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  was  a  party  to  the  ar- 
rangement. 

Mr.  REES. — The  honorable  gentleman  was  a 
party  to  the  arrangement!  Then  he  ought  to 
stand  to  the  result.  Every  one  knows  that  an  ar- 
rangement was  made,  and  the  Government  agreed 
to  be  bound  by  it,  simply  because  they  thought 
the  Government  had  a  majority.  But  it  turned 
out  that  they  had  not,  and  now  they  want  to  go 
round.  I  wisii  honorable  members  to  mark  these 
words  :  I  state  openly  that  I  believe  the  Govern- 
ment are  perfectly  capable  of  doing  anything  of 
this  sort.  The  sooner  a  number  of  gentlemen  in 
this  House  are  got  rid  of,  or  compelled  to  alter 
their  tone,  the  ^tter  it  will  be  for  the  morality 
of  the  country.  This  transaction  is  believed  to 
be  at  the  root  of  the  consistent  adhesion  of  the 
Canterburr  members  all  through  the  session.  It 
is  believed  in  this  House,  and  believed  in  the 
country.  I  stated  that  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  and  I  say  it  now.  If  the  Government 
attempt  to  overthrow  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  will  undertake  to  sat  up  an  opposition 
they  will  not  get  over,  if  any  one  will  assist  me. 
The  thing  is  bad  enough  in  itself ;  but  as  a  league 
between  the  Government  and  an  influential  sec- 
tion of  this  House,  it  is  calculated  to  bring 
representative  institutions  into  disgrace,  and  to 
destroy  that  feeling  of  confidence  in  (his  House, 
without  which  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  the 
Government  of  the  country  can  be  carried  on. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— The  honorable  gentleman  has 
very  nearly  deafened  us  by  shouting  out  a  charge 
I  did  not  exactly  understand. 

Mr.  BEES.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  certainly  did  not  understand 
the  charge;  but  I  understand  this:  that  if  it 
comes  to  a  question  of  fuet  as  between  my  honor- 
able friend  the  Premier  and  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, whose  statements  arc  unsupported  by  any- 
thing but  mere  assertion,  I  think  the  House  will 
oertfunly  not  be  in  a  very  great  hurry  to  takt  his 


674 


AJUownmmU. 


[H0U8B.] 


A^gmtnmmiin 


[Oes.  27 


word  aninst  the  Premier's.  I  hare  not  laid  Teiy 
mucli  hitherto  about  this  qaeetion  of  the  Can- 
terbarr  runi,  because  I  did  not  care  to  repeat 
what  nas  been  said  over  and  over  agaiu ;  but  I 
will  repeat  this,  and  eveiybodj  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  oiroumstances  of  the  case  sajs  this,  that 
the  proposition  made  by  the  Goremment  was 
fair,  just,  and  very  necessary.  It  was  in  the  in- 
terest, not  of  a  class,  but  of  the  whole  proyince — 
of  the  whole  colony.  For  we  cannot  legislate  so 
aa  to  create  a  disaster  in  one  part  of  the  country 
without  doing  general  mischief.  Those  honorable 
members  who  TOted  against  this  proTision  knew 
nothing  about  the  matter;  and  X  say,  farther, 
that  I  am  exceedingly  surprised  at  the  attitude 
taken  up  by  honorable  members  from  Otago,  who 
hare  been  especially  anzioua  that  the  Land  Fund 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  particular  prorincial 
districts  to  which  it  belongs.  When  they  find 
that  (he  members  from  the  ^orince  of  Canterbury 
are  idmost  unanimously  of  opinion  that  a  certain 
proviuon  is  necessary,  honorable  gentlemen  should 
not  interfere  and  say  they  will  not  allow  it  to 
be  made,  or  accuse  eyerybody  who  has  supported 
it  of  entering  into  a  compact  which  would  be 
absolutely  iniquitous.  Kow,  what  is  the  case? 
The  Canterbury  members,  with  the  exception 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  and  one 
or  two  others,  haye  throuchout  supported  the 
Goyemment  upon  the  Ab^ition  question;  but, 
as  a  rule,  they  haye  by  no  means  followed 
the  Gt>yemment  on  other  questions.  We  know 
that,  because  of  course  we  watch  how  honorable 
members  yote.  As  I  haye  abeady  stated,  the 
clauses  were  put  into  the  Bill  because  the  whole 
of  Canterbury  thought  them  necessary.  We 
told  the  House  so  when  the  Bill  wae  under 
consideration ;  and  we  did  our  best  to  carry 
them.  The  question,  howeyer,  has  now  gone  to 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  Go- 
yemment haye  not  interfered  further  in  the  mat- 
ter. Honorable  members  haye  gone  out  of  their 
way  to  ask  what  the  Goyemment  will  do  in  the 
eyent  of  a  certain  contingency,  and  the  Govern- 
ment simnly  say,  "We  shall  adhere  to  our  posi- 
tion and  oo  what  we  consider  right  if  the  matter 
aoain  comes  before  the  House  in  any  shape." 
Qliat  is  the  only  possible  position  the  Gbvernment 
can  take.  With  regard  to  an  understanding  or 
agreement,  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  must 
be  perfectly  well  aware  that  even  where  persons 
may  have  every  desire  to  act  fairly  and  honestly, 
there  may  be  such  a  thing  as  a  misunderstanding; 
but  it  is  perfectly  monstrous  to  use  such  language 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
has  just  used.  I  am  afraid  if  I  were  to  charac- 
terize that  language  as  it  ought  to  be  character- 
ized, I  should  transgress  parliamentary  rule. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  have  no  objection  whateyer. 

Mr.  BOWBN.— No,  Sir;  but  I  have  a  respect 
for  this  House  which  perhaps  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  not ;  and  I  shall  content  myself  by 
saying  that  the  language  used  by  him  in  regard 
to  the  Govemment  and  the  Canterbury  members 
is  absolutely  unjustifiable. 

Mr.  HAMLIK. — I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate.  I  do  so  for  two  reasons.  Firstly,  it 
is  apparent  tliat  the  Goyemment  have  forgotten 


the  terms  of  the  promise  they  made,  and  wfucK 
has  been  so  strongly  alluded  to ;  and,  seoondlyt 
I  wish  to  see  the  BlU  after  it  oomea  down  frwa 
the  Legislatiye  Council.  There  is  no  member  of 
this  House  more  anxious  to  return  home  than  I 
am ;  but  rather  than  a  question  which  haa  been 
already  decided  by  this  House  should  be  defeated 
at  the  last  moment,  I  would  stay  here  aix 
months. 

Mr.  SFEAKEB.— On  an  occasion  such  aa  thia, 
it  is  desirable  that  honorable  membera  ahonld 
confine  themsdves  as  nearly  as  possible  to  giying 
reasons  for  the  adjournment  of  tne  debate,  other- 
wise we  shall  have  to  debate  the  whole  qaestion 
over  again ;  because  if  any  latitude  were  allowed 
in  the  case  of  one  member,  it  must,  aa  a  matter 
of  fairness,  be  accorded  to  others. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.— I  merely  wished,  Sir,  to  see 
the  debate  adjourned,  in  order  that  we  ahoald 
have  more  time  to  properly  consider  the  amend- 
ments made.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  it 
would  be  better  that  the  Goyemment  ahoiild  in- 
struct the  agents  of  the  steamers  not  to  detain 
them  any  longer;  for  we  are  not  likely  to  get 
away  for  a  few  weeks  yet,  if  any  attempt  ia  to  be 
maae  to  upset  the  decision  fairlv  and  honestly 
come  to  in  this  House.  I  moye  the  adjoomment 
of  the  debate. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  shall  support  thea^joom- 
mtfnt,  because  I  think  we  ought  to  know  the 
result  of  the  proceedinga  elsewhere  befine  we 
proceed  any  further. 

Mr.  GIBBS.— I  hope  the  debate  witf  not  be 
adjourned.  It  is  trae  the  clauses  ware  atruek 
out  by  a  Committee  of  this  House,  but  I  do  not 
think  the  matter  was  so  fairly  debated  aa  it 
ought  to  be.  Something  has  been  said  about  the 
majority  having  deddMl  the  Question,  and  an 
arrangement  having  been  arrivea  at^ 

Mr.  SPBAEEB.— I  must  request  the  honor- 
able member  to  confine  himaelf  to  the  qucation  of 
a^ournment. 

Mr.  GIBBS. — ^If  I  may  not  refer  to  the  quea- 
tion  which  gave  rise  to  this  discussion,  I  must,  of 
course,  withhold  the  remarks  I  wished  to  make. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  shall  aupport  the  ad- 
joumment  of  the  debate,  inasmuch  as  certain 
statements  have  been  made  which  I  should  like 
to  refer  to  on  a  future  occasion.  The  honorable 
member  for  Avon  has  stated  that  he  was  taken 
by  surprise.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  may 
state  that  I  mentioned 

Mr.  STAFFOBD.— If  the  honorable  genae- 
man  is  to  be  allowed  to  debate  the  questiob,  we 
must  insist  upon  the  right  to  debate  it  also. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.  —  I  have  already  warned 
honorable  members  of  the  danger  likely  to  follow 
upon  departure  from  the  strict  rule  which  I  think 
should  be  observed  at  this  stage  of  the  session. 

Mr.  BE  YNOLBS.— Of  course,  Sir,  if  I  am  out 
of  order  I  will  sit  down  at  once ;  but  I  may  say 
that  when  the  honorable  member  for  Coleridge 
brought  down  his  Bill,  I  distinctly  stated  that  I 
was  opposed  to  dealing  with  this  quesUon  at  all 
this  session  ;  and  I  also  went  on  to  say 

Mr.  STAFFOBD.— I  must  ask  you.  Sir,  to 
state  whether  members  are  to  be  confined  to  the 
question  of  aiiyoumment^  or  whether  we  are  to 
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be  allowed  to  reopen  the  wbole  question.  The 
honorable  member  is  clearljr  doing  so. 

Mr.  SPEA£BB.— I  think  Ihat  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  must  see  that  he  is 
making  statements  which  necessarily  must  lead  to 
a  debate.  I  trust  the  honorable  ffentleman  wUl 
adhere  as  rigidly  as  possible  to  the  rule  which 
requires  that  upon  the  question  of  adjournment 
of  a  debate,  reasons  for  the  adjournment  only 
should  be  nven. 

Mr.  BE TNOLDS.— I  do  not  see  that  I  can  say 
anything  if  I  am  not  permitted  to  gire  m^  rea- 
sons for  voting  for  the  adjournment.  My  inten- 
tion was  not  to  open  debatable  matter.  I  men- 
tioned to  the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  before 
the  debate  commenced,  that  there  was  a  majority 
against  these  clauses.  Therefore  there  could  be 
no  surprise,  seeing  I  told  him  the  action  I  was 
going  to  take.  There  is  another  reason  why  I 
think  the  debate  should  be  a^'ounied,  and  that  is 
because  the  Goyemment  have  intimated  that  in 
the  OTent  of  the  Upper  House  again  inserting 
these  clauses  with  regard  to  the  Canterbury 
leases.  Ministers  will  feel  themselTes  bound  to 
support  what  they  ^reyiously  brought  down  to 
the  House.  Such  being  the  case,  there  is  likely 
to  be  a  long  discussion  ;  and  it  would  be  fiir  better 
that  this  motion  should  not  be  carried  till  such 
time  as  the  House  is  aware  whether  the  clauses 
are  goin^  to  be  reinserted  by  the  other  branch  of 
the  Xegislature.  I  have  many  other  things  to 
say,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  open  the  debato  again. 
I  merely  wish  to  state,  in  supporting  the  adjourn- 
ment, that  i  am  prepared  to  remain  here  for 
another  month,  if  necessary,  although  at  great 
personal  inoonTenienoe,  to  prevent  £ese  clauses 
being  passed. 

Mlajor  ATKINSON.— I  think  we  are  rather 
wasting  time  over  this  matter.  It  appears  to 
me  we  have  raised  up  a  '*  bogie " — if  I  may 
nse  the  expression.  If  the  House  desires  it,  I 
shall  not  object  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  until  we  hare  a  little  more  knowledge 
of  what  is  likely  to  take  place.  It  seems 
to  me  we  should  agree  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  House  until  to-morrow,  because  that  will 
put  us  in  a  position  of  being  able  to  deal  more 
rapidly  with  the  question  when  it  comes  before 
ns.  Honorable  members  appear  anxious  to  dis- 
cuss the  question,  and  some  are  determined,  if 
certain  measures  come  before  the  House,  to  fight 
the  matter  out  thoroughly.  That  is  quite  a 
proper  course  to  pursue,  and  I  do  not  raise  the 
feast  objection  to  it ;  but  if  we  are  desirous  of 
bringing  the  business  of  the  session  to  a  dose,  I 
think  we  should  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  when 
wo  should  really  know  what  we  have  to  do.  I 
would  suggest  to  the  House  that  neither  pftrty 
would  be  affected  as  to  its  position  by  agreeing  to 
the  motion  under  discussion,  whereas  it  would  be 
very  inconvenient  to  adjourn  the  debate  indefi- 
nitely. If  honorable  members  think  they  would 
be  in  a  better  position  by  considering  the  ques- 
tion presently,  let  it  be  so ;  but  I  submit  that 
our  position  would  be  better  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BB  LAtJTOUB.— I  would  suggest  that 
tbe  debate  should  be  adjourned  vntif  half-past 
tvfea  o'clock. 


Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  accept  that  sug< 
gestion. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  motion  for  the  acyoumment  of  the  House 
on  its  rising  to  11  a.m.  next  day  was  subsequently 
agreed  to. 

COUirriES  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  to  consider 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council 
in  this  BUI. 
Schedule  1. — Description  of  counties. 
Mr.  WHITAKEB  moved,  That  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  Amuri  County  be  disagreed  to. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  amendments  be  dis- 
agreed to ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result^ — 

Ayes         21 

Noes         88 


Majority  against . 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthoose, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  a.  McLean, 
Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Be  Lautour, 
Mr.  Bignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G-.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Captain  fcenny, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Montgoneiy, 


Ats8. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


...        17 

Bichardson, 
Bowe, 
Seymour, 
Stevens, 
Teschemaker, 
Wakefield, 
Whitaker, 
Woohsock. 
TelUrt. 
Baigent, 
Button* 


If  OH. 

1&.  MmnayAymiley, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Pearoe, 
Mr.Pyke, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
ICr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
ICr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
ICr.  WilUams. 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Sheefaaai, 
Mr.  Wason. 


The  amendments  were  consequently  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  moved.  That  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  regard 
to  the  boundaries  of  the  dutha  County  be  a^^eed 
to. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  amendments  be  agreed 
to ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  oalled  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         •      28 

Noes         19 

Majority  for        ...        9^ 
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Aybs. 

;  Mr.  Mftnden,     * 
Mr.  G.  McIiMQ, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  RichardsoDy 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 

{  Mr.  WhiUker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 


I 


I 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  SeatoD, 
Mr.  Takamoaiia, 
Mr.  Tescheinaker, 
Mr.  TbomBon, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Carrlngton, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Ilenrjr, 
Mr.  llislop, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Do  Lautour, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Murray- Ay naley, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

The  amendments  were  consequently  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN  reported  to  the  House  that 

certain  of  the  amendments  had  been  agreed  to, 

and  that  certain  other  amendments  had  been 

disagreed  to. 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Bowen,  Mr. 
Seymour,  and  Mr.  Whitaker  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  draw  up  reasons  for  disagreeing 
with  certoin  amendments  made  by  the  LogislatiTo 
Council. 

KATIKATI  SETTLEMENT. 
Mr.  O'RORKE  asked  the  Goyemment, 
Whether,  with  a  yiew  of  strengthening  the 
Katikati  settlement,  they  will  reserve  another 
block  of  10,000  acres  in  that  neighbourhood  for 
small  capitalists,  of  the  class  introduced  by  Mr. 
Yesey  Stewart ;  the  land  to  be  paid  for  either 
under  a  special  agreement,  or  by  the  immigrants 
themselves,  under  the  deferred-payment  system 
sanctioned  by  this  House  ?  When  the  House  was 
in  Committee  on  the  Waste  Lands  Bill,  he  was 
very  much  gratified  to  hear  the  remarks  of  his 
honorable  friend  the  Premier  to  the  effect  that 
he  for  one  was  in  favour  of  establishing  special 
settlements.  He  (Mr.  O'Rorke)  would  have  been 
glad  if  the  same  feeling  pervaded  the  minds  of 
the  other  members  of  the  Ministry,  as  there  was 
a  general  impreesion  throughout  the  colony  in 
favour  of  such  settlements.  With  regard  to  the 
particular  special  settlement  in  question  which 
was  established  by  Mr.  Stewart,  he  (Mr.  O'Rorke) 
was  a  member  of  the  Government  at  the  time  it 
was  taken  in  hand,  and  he  had  a  most  persistent 
opposition  in  the  matter  from  his  late  colleagues, 
especially  the  Colonial  Secretary,  for  what  reason 
he  knew  not.  The  people  who  had  been  brought 
out  there  were  not  the  people  who  skulked  about 
the  towns  doing  nothing,  but  people  who  went 
straight  to  the  settlement  and  pet  t9  work  at 


onoe  as  good  colonists.  It  was  one  of  the  cha^ 
racteristies  of  the  people  who  came  from  the 
same  country  as  ^e  did,  that  tbey  desired  to 
bring  out  their  friends  also  to  their  new  home ; 
and  he  had  made  a  kind  of  promise  that  thej 
should  have  100,000  acres  of  land  additional  as 
soon  as  they  had  bona  Me  settled  on  the  land 
they  had  idready  got.  Although  Ministers  were 
not  in  favour  of  granting  the  land  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  original  block,  still  he  thought 
they  should  reserve  the  additional  block  for 
settlement,  provided  something  was  paid  for  it. 
10,000  acres  ought  to  fetch  £5.000  or  £6,0O:»; 
but  that  would  be  a  very  small  matter  as  com^ 
pared  with  the  benefit  that  would  be  conferred 
upon  the  colony. 

Mr.  BARFF  wished  to  ask  Mr.  Speaker  whether 
there  was  not  a  Standing  Order  which  prevented 
honorable  members  raising  debatable  matter  when 
putting  a  question  to  the  Government.  Refer- 
ence was  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Onehunga,  in  putting  his  question,  to  a  statement 
by  the  Premier  as  to  his  being  in  favour  of  the 
establishment  of  special  settlements,  aud  follow- 
ing upon  that,  the  honorable  gentleman  said  he 
believed  there  was  a  general  impression  through- 
out the  colony  in  &vour  of  the  establishment  of 
thcf>e  settlements.  That  was  opening  up  a  very 
wide  field  for  discussion ;  and  if  the  question  wero 
raised  in  such  a  way  that  it  could  be  debated^ 
he  for  one  would  be  quite  prepared  to  meet  the 
honorable  member,  and  show  that  such  was  not 
by  any  means  the  case. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Hokitika  was  quite  correct.  It  was  contrmiy 
to  the  usages  of  Parliament  that  debatable  mat- 
ter should  be  introduced  in  putting  a  question  to 
Ministers.  He  did  not  understand  that  the 
sense  in  which  the  honorable  member  for  One- 
hunga was  making  his  remarks  would  provoke 
discussion.    If  it  was  so,  they  were  out  of  order. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
received  applications  with  regard  to  increasing  the 
size  of  the  Katikati  Block ;  and  Mr.  Stewart 
had  been  informed  that  the  extra  land  might 
shortly  be  taken  up  under  the  deferred-payment 
system,  if  the  clauses  of  the  Waste  Luids  Sill 
making  provision  in  that  respect  were  carried. 
That  would  answer  all  that  Mr.  Stewart  wauted, 
and  all  that  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga 
asked  for,  in  so  fur  as  the  land  would  be  put  up 
at  a  fair  price.  The  Government  would  not  be 
prepared  to  give  the  land  on  the  same  terms  as 
the  original  block,  but  would  sell  it  at  a  fair  price. 
If  the  clauses  of  the  Waste  Lands  Bill  were  lost, 
ho  would  make  arrangements  with  Mr.  Stewart, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  House,  to  set  apart  the 
land  at  a  proper  price ;  but  he  would  not  consent 
to  give  it  away. 

EAST  COAST  NATIVES'  SHEEP. 
Mr.  TOLE  asked  the  Government,  What  course 
they  intend  to  take  in  relation  to  the  acceptance 
or  otherwise  of  tenders  submitted  to  the  Govern* 
ment  recently  for  the  boiling  down  of  scabby 
sheep  in  Native  districts  on  the  East  Coast  P  He 
beUeved  a  reply  had  been  sent  to  the  tenderers  in 
this  matter^  to  the  effect  that  the  Government 
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vrould  not  accept  any  of  the  tenders  until  Parlia- 
menl  met,  and  iU  opinion  had  been  obtained.  He 
would  therefore  like  to  know  now,  for  the  infor- 
nialion  of  these  tenderers,  what  the  Goyemment 
intended  to  do. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  put  a  bum  of  £3,000  on  the  supplemen- 
tary est  i mates  for  tlie  purpose. 

RALEIGH  TOWN  BOARD. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Govemmont  will  carry  into 
eirect  the  rccommondalion  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Conmuttco  on  the  petition  of  F.  L.  Webster, 
Chuiiman  of  tiio  Raleigh  Town  Board? 

:Mr.  RICHARDSON,  without  going  further 
into  the  reasons,  might  eay  the  Goyemment  wore 
not  in  a  position  to  cuitt  out  Iho  recommendation 
of  tlio  Public  Petitions  Committee  on  this  subject. 
When  it  was  proposed  tliat  the  railway  should  be 
constructed  to  Waitara,  it  was  found  necessary 
thnt  the  streets  of  this  town  should  be  interl'ered 
with  in  some  way  or  another.  It  was  a  question 
whether  the  particular  street  under  notice  or 
onotlier  should  be  shut  up.  At  the  time,  there 
were  no  buildings  in  this  street ;  and  even  now 
there  were  very  few.  He  thought  the  people  of 
the  town,  having  got  their  railway,  should  bo 
content. 

SENTRY  HILL-INGLEWOOD  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  section  of  line  of  railway 
from  Sentry  Hill  to  Inglewood  will  be  open  for 
tralfic  before  winter  ?  Inglewood  was  quite  a  new 
town,  as  about  two  years  ago  the  place  was  covered 
with  forest.  The  Provincial  Government  estab- 
lished this  township,  as  it  was  on  the  direct  line 
of  railway,  and  the  House  had  ordered  that  the 
railway  should  be  completed  within  a  reasonable 
time.  The  line  was  surveyed,  and  300  acres  of  forest 
land  cleared  for  a  township.  There  were  about 
1,000  persons  on  the  land,  and  the  settlement  was 
lilcly  to  be  a  prosperous  one,  provided  the  line 
is  made  between  Sentry  Hill  and  Inglewood,  a 
distance  of  about  eight  miles.  Eighteen  months 
was  the  time  given  by  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment to  construct  this  small  portion  of  railway  ; 
in  any  other  part  of  the  colony  the  time  given 
would  be  eight  or  nine  mouths.  Settlement  was 
retarded  during  the  winter  months  in  consequence 
of  the  bad  state  of  the  roads.  The  cost  of  car- 
riage of  goods  to  the  Fcttlement  was  £7  per  ton, 
and  no  settlement  could  progress  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. The  provincial  authorities  did  not 
feel  justified  in  making  a  metalled  road  to  the 
district,  expecting  that  the  railway  would  be 
completed.  He  hoped  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  would  be  in  a  position  to  have  the  line 
finibhed  before  the  winter  commenced. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  that  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal reasons  w)iy  the  additional  time  was  given 
for  tlie  construction  of  this  line  was  the  desire  to 
provide  employment  for  the  very  people  who 
formed  this  particular  settlement.  The  Govern- 
ment would  endeavour  to  expedite  the  work  on 
this  contract,  with  the  view  of  having  the  lino 
opened  before  the  oommencement  of  next  winter. 


The  cost  of  transporting  the  material  for  the  per- 
manent way  would  be  the  only  additional  coat 
that  would  be  incurred. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— Sir,  I  have  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  in  order  that  I 
may,  without  formal  notice,  place  before  it  the 
position  in  which  the  Califomiau  Mail  Service 
now  stands.  I  do  so,  because  the  House  will 
soon  break  up,  and  we  should  come  to  some 
definite  conclusion  before  (hat  takes  place.  I 
have  no  further  information  to  afford  the  House 
beyond  tbat  contained  iu  the  printed  papers  laid 
on  the  table.  The  last  telegram  is  dated  24th 
October,  187^,  and  was  sent  by  the  Hon.  the 
Postmaster-General  of  Sydney.  It  is  as  follows  : 
— **  Gilchrist,  Watt,  wish  Honolulu  to  be  omitted 
from  service,  as  this  would  shorten  the  passage. 
We  regard  the  proi>osal  with  fioivouri  what  is 
your  opinion?"  As  no  further  light  can  be 
thrown  on  the  matter,  I  propose  that  the  House 
should  come  to  some  definite  decision  as  to  what 
it  will  agree  to,  and  what  it  will  not  agree  to. 
With  that  view,  I  have  prepared  a  telegram,  con- 
taining the  precise  terms  in  which  we  desire  to 
convey  to  the  Government  of  Sydney  and  the 
contractors  the  decision  of  this  House,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  no  mistake  as  to  what  that 
decision  is.  I  think  this  telegram  is  a  proper 
answer  to  make  to  tlie  Government  of  New 
South  Wales  on  the  subject.     It  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Parliament  has  been  consulted,  and  we  can 
only  agree  to  forego  present  contract  on  following 
oonclitions — viz.,  thirteen  services  a  year,  route 
from  San  Erancisco  to  Sydney,  calling  at  Auck- 
land, and  omitting  Honolulu,  to  save  time,  as  you 
desire.  This  gives  you  entire  benefit  of  tenninuB. 
Subsidy,  seventy  thousand  pounds,  leaving  two 
colonies  to  provide  New  Zealand  ooastal  service, 
about  £5,000,  at  joint  expense.  We  cannot 
consent  to  Bay  of  Islands  unless  the  Company 
will  accept  £76,000,  and  satisfactorily  provide  for 
the  coastal  service,  as  it  would  be  too  expensive 
and  inconvenient,  your  estimate  of  expense  being* 
altogether  erroneous.  Plcaso  communicate  deci- 
sion without  delay,  as  we  must  at  once  make  ar- 
rangements for  mails  if  San  Erancisco  Service  be 
discontinued." 

The  first  question  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  at- 
tention is  the  proposal  to  omit  Honolulu.  It  was 
at  one  time  thought  that  a  trade  would  spring  up 
between  Honolulu  and  New  Zealand,  but  honor- 
able members  will  recollect  that  a  convention 
has  been  entered  into  between  the  Sandwich 
Islands  and  the  United  States,  the  result  of  which 
is  that  the  trade  with  the  Sandwich  Islands  has 
been  virtually  monopolized  by  America.  There- 
fore I  propose  to  omit  Honolulu,  as  in  reality  we 
derive  no  benefit  from  the  connection  what- 
ever. It  causes  some  considerable  delay — a  delaj 
of  from  twenty-four  to  thirty  hours.  So  far  as 
that  question  is  concerned,  I  think  the  House  will 
not  have  any  difficulty  in  coming  to  a  oonclusion. 
Then  I  propose  that  we  should  take  off  the  hands 
of  the  Company  the  ooastal  service  upon  certain 
terms.  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  some  para- 
graphs in  the  different  papers  laid  before  the 
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House.  The  iMt  p«ngi»ph  of  the  letter,  dated 
5th  Auguit,  1876,  from  the  Yiee-PreeideDt  of  the 
Faoifio  Com  pan  J,  reads  (hiu : — 

**  We  can  with  safetj  assert  that,  with  a  few 
alterations  about  to  be  made  in  the  Tessels  to 
adapt  them  more  M\j  to  the  peouliar  service,  it 
will  be  the  finest  sea  route  in  the  world,  and,  of 
course,  we  desire  to  see  some  eridenoe  that  our 
efforts  are  appreciated." 

That  was  followed  bj  a  letter,  dated  the  Sth 
August,  from  the  President  of  the  Paoifio  Com- 
pany, in  whieh  he  states, — 

"  My  oTOOsition  was  based  upon  the  conyiction 
that  the  Colonial  Gk>Temmente  had  established 
this  serrice  in  good  faith,  with  a  desire  which 
was  shared,  as  I  belioTod — and  in  this  belief  I 
hare  been  confirmed  by  Mr.  Watt's  statements — 
by  the  merchants  and  people  of  the  colonies,  to 
make  it  a  permanent  and  prominent  route  be- 
tween the  oolonies,  our  country,  and  the  Home 
Country.  The  many  advantages  whieh  the  route 
presents  rendered  this  view  of  the  case  rea- 
sonable. The  situation  appeared  to  be  that  a 
eontraet  had  been  entered  into  for  the  perform- 
ance of  a  service  which  was  impracticable,  and 
which  appears  to  hare  been  so  regarded  by  the 
underwriters  and  best-informed  merchants  of  your 
oolonies ;  and  condemned,  when  it  was  made,  by 
the  naval  ofilcers  and  seamen  of  both  your  own 
and  our  country  as  unsafe.  Under  the  former 
direction  of  this  Company,  an  abandonment  of 
this  service  had  been  seriously  considered,  when  a 
modifieation  of  the  route  to  the  direct  C  service 
was  permitted,  and  the  servioe  continued. 

"The  necessities  of  the  case  present  to  mj 
mind  the  following  alternatives : — 

"  A  modification  of  the  route  to  what  is  known 
as  the  C  route,  which  avoids  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  of  the  coastal  servioe  and  the  stopping  at 
Fiji. 

*<  The  substitution  of  ships  fitted  for  the  coastal 
servioe  and  Fiji  narigation,  which  steamers  would 
scaroely  be  fit  for  the  long  sea  service,  in  place  of 
the  popular  and  able  steamers  now  performing 
'the  service. 

"  Otherwise  an  abandonment  of  the  service. 

"  With  eyery  desire  to  meet  the  O>lonial  Go- 
▼emments  with  perfect  fairness,  assuming,  as  be- 
'  fore  stated,  that  it  is  their  wish  to  make  this  a 
permanent  route,  and  that  it  is  evident  to  them 
that,  in  order  to  accomplish  this,  this  servioe  must 
he,  as  &r  as  possible,  both  safe  to  the  travelling 
pablio  and  reasonably  profitable  to  the  oontrao- 
t<»ii,  the  interests  of  the  Company  will  compel  me 
to  make  an  early  decision  as  to  which  of  the  alter- 
natives it  must  accept.  Consideration  for  the  safety 
of  life  and  property,  it  would  seem,  should  alone 
have  the  necessary  influence  to  induce  a  reason- 
able change,  added  to  whieh  is  the  consideration 
before  alluded  to,  that  if  the  route  is  to  be  main- 
tained as  a  permanent  and  growing  one,  it  would 
not  be  expected  that  any  Government  would  de- 
rire  to  retain  any  technical  advantages  which  it 
might  have  secured  in  a  negotiation  with  parties 
desiring  to  treat  them  lionorably,  through  want  of 
knowledge  or  eiperienoe  in  the  servioe  proposed 
OB  the  part  of  parties  entering  into  the  contract. 
OoAsideratioiia  bo  illiberal  wid  nanow  as  thia 


would  be  inconsistent  with  the  development  of 
any  enterprise  of  such  public  importaooe  as  tliia 
seems  to  promise.  The  case  strikes  me  aa  so 
reasonable,  and  the  expressions  of  approbatioa  of 
the  change  are  so  universal  upon  tne  part  of  all 
the  oitixens  of  your  colonies  from  whom  I  have 
heard,  that  it  seems  but  reasonable  that  joor 
Government  should  immediately  grant  the  pn- 
vilege  of  the  C  route,  pending  the  time  that  maj 
be  necessary  to  secure  such  action  of  their  respec- 
tive Parliaments  as  they  voaj  deem  neoeeaary. 
After  the  foregoing,  I  need  not  urge  upon  jon 
the  importance  of  an  early  decision  of  the  case. 
If  the  cable  is  working,  please  communicate 
by  it." 

That  refers  to  the  Fiji  service  and  the  ooAstal 
service,  to  which  they  object.  Telegram  Ko.  10, 
of  the  9th  October,  1876,  is  as  follows : — 

"  Beferring  to  letter  twenty-ninth  ult. :  Please 
grant  permission  to  our  mail  steamers  vid  Aock- 
hmd  or  Ba^  Islands,  pending  approval  of  Flarlxa- 
ment  of  direct  servioe.  Otherwise,  Pacific  Mail 
Company  instruct  us  to  send  our  mail  direct 
Home  to  'Frisco,  as  they  will  not  again  riak  their 
large  vessels  on  coastal  servioe.  Please  com- 
municate to  this  Government  your  decisioh,  as 
prompt  action  is  necessary,  and  we  think  it  is 
genendly  admitted  that  it  is  most  undesirable 
now  to  allow  this  important  service  to  be  aban- 
doned." 

That  seems  to  be  rather  a  peremptory  telegram 
from  Gilohrist,  Watt,  and  Co.,  to  the  Postmaster- 
General  of  New  Zealand.  I  will  now  read  tele- 
gram Ko.  8,  dated  17th  October,  1876,  from  the 
SCon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Sychiey,  to  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  Wellington : — 

"17th  October,  1876. 

"Tour  parliamentary  oonditions,  as  oomminu* 
cated  to  us  on  the  14th  instant,  would  render 
continuance  of  servioe  by  Pacific  Company  im« 
possible.  The  Company  have  telegnphed  Gil- 
christ that  they  will  forfeit  penalty,  and  with- 
draw entirely,  rather  than  run  your  coastal 
servioe,  or  undertake  any  responsibUi^  in  con- 
nection with  it  again.  This  colony  will  not  be 
content  with  longer  poetal  time  without  sharing 
in  savings  on  sulnidy,  whidi,  by  your  proposal, 
you  claim  entirely." 

In  a  telegram  dated  20th  October,  1876,  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  Sydney,  said,  "Tou  are  al- 
ready aware  that  the  contractors  will  rather  for- 
feit penalty  than  do  coastal  service."  There  the 
matter  stands  with  regard  to  the  coastal  servioe ; 
and  I  apprehend  that  from  these  papers  we  must 
draw  the  inference  that,  unless  the  contractors  are 
relieved  of  the  coastal  service,  the  San  Framciseo 
service  will  end.  With  the  view  of  meeting  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  views  of  the  House,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  Sydney  Go* 
vemment,  I  propose  to  relieve  the  contractors  of 
the  coastal  servioe,  on  condition  that  instead  of 
receiving  £76,000,  they  receive  £70,000,  leaving 
£5,000  for  the  coastal  service,  and  New  Zealand 
and  Kew  South  Wales  jointly  to  nay  the  cost  of 
it.  With  reference  to  the  Bay  of  Islands  being 
made  a  port  of  call,  I  find,  upon  inquiries,  that  it 
would  be  very  inconvenient,  and  would  lead  to 
great  additioiial  expense  i  therefore,  I  propose^  on 


1876.] 


San^oMitea 


[HOUSB.] 


JUmilArtiee. 


679 


behalf  of  New  Zealand,  that  we  should  not  make 
the  Bay  of  Islands  the  port  of  call.  Conse- 
quently I  hare  said  in  the  telegram  I  propose  to 
lend, — 

"  We  cannot  consent  to  Baj  of  Islands,  unless 
Company  will  accept  £76,000  and  »tisfikctorily 
proTide  for  the  coastal  serrice,  as  it  would  be  too 
ezpensiTe  and  inoonTenient — ^your  estimate  of 
expense  being  altogether  erroneous.'* 

I  think  the  Sydney  Q-ovemment  are  rather 
hard,  because  they  are  getting  the  entire  benefit 
of  the  terminus,  which  is  a  great  adrantage.  On 
the  other  hand,  they  may  say,  We  leave  your  mails 
at  the  place  you  choose,  and  we  assist  in  distri- 
buting  your  mails  for  you.  That  is  a  set-off 
against  the  terminus.  1  want  the  House  tho- 
roughly to  understand  the  position  in  which  the 
matter  stands,  and  the  position  in  which  this 
telegram  will  place  it;  tor  I  am  rery  desirous 
that  before  the  House  breaks  up,  honorable  mem- 
bers should  hare  before  them  the  precise  position ; 
and  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  we  ought  to 
put  before  the  Sydney  Gbyemment  exactly  what 
we  will  agree  to  and  what  we  will  not  agree  to. 
The  Gk>Temment  feel  that  the  proposal  I  make 
would  be  a  reasonable  arrangement,  and  therefore 
I  shall  send  this  telegram  unless  the  House  now 
decides  that  it  should  not  be  sent.  It  is  necessary 
that  we  should  determine  the  matter,  because  the 
acents  are  rery  anxious  to  communicate  with  San 
frandsco  before  the  steamer,  to  start  on  the  8th 
Korember,  leaTcs  that  port ;  and  unless  some  ar- 
ranaement  is  made,  that  steamer  may  not  bring  the 
mul.  Because  it  is  competent  for  the  contrac- 
tors to  say,  "  We  will  discontinue  the  serrice,  and 
pay  the  £25,000  you  haye  fixed  as  the  penalty 
we  hare  to  pay  if  we  do  not  cany  on  the  serrice. 
We  stop  the  serrice,  and  here  is  your  £25,000." 
There  would  be  inoonyenience  if  the  boat  did 
not  leaye  San  Francisco  on  the  8th  Noyember,  be- 
cause the  mails  are  on  the  way  to  or  haye  arriTed 
in  America.  They  will  soon  be  at  San  Francisco, 
and  I  do  not  know  any  moans  by  which  we  shall 
be  able  to  get  them  brought  on,  for  all  communi- 
cation by  this  route  will  be  shut  off.  There  are 
no  yessels  trading  between  this  colony  and  San 
Francisco  by  which  the  mails  could  be  sent ;  and 
the  consequence  would  be  that  the  only  means  of 
setting  them  would  be  to  return  them  to  Eng- 
mnd,  and  transmit  them  by  the  Suez  route  or 
the  long-sea  route,  whicheyer  might  be  found  to 
be  ihe  more  conyenient.  I  haye  said  now  all  I 
think  neoessaxT  to  state  to  the  House;  but  if 
there  is  any  further  information  I  can  giye,  I 
•hall  be  yery  happy  to  do  so.  Looking  at  all 
the  papers  that  have  been  laid  before  the  House, 
and  with  the  explanation  I  haye  now  afforded, 
X  think  honorable  members  are  in  a  position  to 
judge  whether  or  not  they  should  agree  with  the 
Gbyemment  in  sending  tliis  telegram.  I  beg  to 
moye,  "  That  the  House  do  approye  of  the  pro- 
posed telegram  in  respect  to  ttie  continuation  of 
tho  San  Francisco  Mail  Scryice." 

Mr.  STAFFORD.—I  do  not  read  thofc  tele- 
grams as  the  honorable  member  appears  to  do 
with  regard  to  tho  coastal  serrice,  as  indicating 
on  the  part  of  the  contractors  an  absolute  deter- 
mination to  hare  nothing  to  do  with  any  coastal 


serTice.  What  I  read  is,  that  they  will  not  send 
their  large  steamers  down  the  coast  I  can  quite 
understand  that;  because  it  requires  them  to 
keep  fire  expensiye  steamers,  yessels  costing  from 
£150,000  to  £200,000  each,  for  the  fork  seryice, 
so  as  to  enable  one  to  come  to  each  terminus.  X 
can  quite  understand  that  will  not  pay,  and  I 
neycr  thought  it  would  pay,  for  it  meant  the 
locking  up  of  a  large  capital ;  but  if  we  giye  up 
the  fork  seryice,  the  Company  can  sell  one  if  not 
two  steamers,  for  I  belieye  three  boats  would  be 
quite  sufficient  for  the  new  seryice,  with  the 
speed  and  power  their  steamers  haye;  and  ar- 
raujiements  could  be  made  for  the  distribution  of 
mails  along  the  coast  by  smaller  steamers.  There 
is  nothing  in  these  telegrams  sufficiently  explicit 
to  show  that  they  will  hot  take  that  responsibility. 
I  refuse  to  recognize  there  is  at  all  any  neoeesity 
upon  this  0oyemment  for  the  instant  action  the 
honorable  member  thinks  there  is  in  thia  matter. 
We  hare  been  remarkably  badly  treated  by  the 
New  South  Wales  Q-oyemment.  We  have  had 
for  fire  months  most  urgent  telegrams  and  de- 
spatches going  from  this  Goyemment  when  the 
Parliament  at  Sydney  was  in  session,  asking  them 
to  oome  to  the  consideration  of  what  modification 
should  be  made ;  and  they  absolutely  refused  to 
'  giye  any  word  whateyer  as  long  as  their  Parlia- 
ment was  in  session.  They  were  afraid  to  bring 
the  question  before  their  Parliament ;  and  it  was 
not  until  their  Parliament  closed  that  they  con- 
descended to  negotiate ;  and  tihen  they  put  the 
screw  on  this  Cbyemment.  I  say  that  Sydney 
has  got  all  the  best  of  this  contract.  It  gets  the 
direct  serrice,  and  we  are  paying  half  the  cost. 
Sydney  has  the  whole  profit  or  the  terminus  i 
but  we  started  on  equal  terms,  each  haying  a  ter- 
minus, and  are  obliged  to  continue  an  equality 
of  payments,  while  we  haye  an  inequality  of 
senrices  in  every  way.  I  am  opposed  to  the  pro* 
posal  of  the  Postmaater-Gknenu,  for  Sydney  ought 
to  pay  more  if  she  has  her  way  and  all  the  con- 
sideration she  has  asked  for.  What  the  Gh>yem- 
ment  should  do  is  this :  they  should  allow  the 
present  temporary  seryices  to  go  on,  as  they  haye 
for  two  or  three  months,  pending  final  negotia- 
tions; and  they  should  not  send  these  short> 
incondusire  telegrams,  which,  after  all,  require 
explanation  in  every  word.  The  yery  meaning  of 
the  words  "coastal  seryice,"  as  used  by  Gilchrist, 
Watt,  and  Co.,  is  unintelligible  to  my  mind  alto- 
gether. The  Gt>Temmcnt  should  demand  that 
some  person  on  behalf  of  the  contractors  should 
oome  down  and  see  the  Gbyemment  of  New 
Zealand.  That  is  what  they  haye  a  right  to 
do.  New  Zealand  is  the  initiator  of  this  ser- 
yice, and  she  should  not  be  put  off  with  telegrams 
from  the  contractors,  filtering  through  another 
Goremment,  which  has  only  one-half  of  the  in- 
terest, and  one-half  of  the  liability,  and  ought 
not  to  haye  more  than  one-half  of  the  adyan- 
tages  of  tho  contract.  The  Goremment  ought  to 
insist  upon  a  responsible  agent  hevaa  sent  here  to 
discuss  the  matter.  Then  we  could  leam  what 
the  contractors  want,  and  then  we  shall  be  on  an 
equality  with  the  Goremment  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  not. before.  At  present,  that  Go- 
yemment  liat  the  power  of  bringing  ita  wishet 
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and  influence  to  bear  upon  the  contractors,  and 
the  wishes  and  interests  of  this  colony  are  merely 
filtered  through  the  Now  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment. I  should  absolutely  insist  that  some  re- 
sponsible person  should  come  Iicre,  either  from 
Sydney  or  San  Francisco,  to  discues  the  matter 
finally  before  a  conclusion  is  come  to,  and  I  object 
to  the  telegram  being  sent  if  a  new  contract  ia  to 
be  based  upon  it.  We  are  giving  up  a  great  deal 
and  taking  nothing  in  return. 

Mr.  EETNOLDS.— I  am  glad  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru  has  taken  such  a  view  of 
the  case.  It  would  be  ridiculous  for  the  House 
to  agree  to  such  a  proposition  as  is  contained  in 
the  GoYemment  telegram.  According  to  the 
original  ofier  of  the  contractors,  the  C  eerncc 
was  to  bo  performed  for  £75,000,  and  that  em- 
braced the  coastal  service,  which  was  to  bo  car- 
ried on  by  vessels  of  1,500  tons  belonging  to 
the  Company.  Now,  looking  at  the  fact  that 
this  colony  has  agreed  to  make  large  concos- 
sions,  and  that  the  coastal  service  is  to  be  per- 
formed by  small  steamers,  the  contribution  of 
this  colony  ought  to  be  much  less  than  half 
the  £75,000.  Then  I  have  another  objection 
to  the  proposal  of  the  Postmaster- General :  and 
that  is,  that  the  colony  sliould  undertake  the 
responsibility  of  distributing  the  mails  along  the 
coast.  Instead  of  costing  £5,000,  it  will  cost 
£15,000  or  £20,000.  One  of  the  great  disadvan- 
tages would  be  that  the  Company  would  have  no 
interest  in  keeping  regular  time,  and  the  small 
steamers  might  be  kept  waiting  for  the  mail 
steamer  many  days  at  the  Bay  of  Islands.  Tlie 
only  way  to  secure  n-gularity  is  to  insist  that  the 
Company  shoU  carry  on  the  coastal  service.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  this  :  that  New  South  Wales  ia 
acting  very  selfishly,  and  asking  too  many  con- 
cessions from  this  colony.  The  mails,  goocU,  and 
passengers  for  Sydnoy  are  to  be  carried  through 
direct,  and  Sidney  is  to  be  the  terminus  of  the 
line.  That  means  a  gain  of  £10,000  a  year  at 
least ;  and,  considering  all  these  things.  New 
South  Wales  could  well  afford  to  be  a  little  more 
generous.  I  think  this  colony  should  agree  to 
no  proposition  which  does  not  provide  for  the 
delivery  of  the  mails  along  the  coast  by  such 
steamers  as  are  approved  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  ;  and  even  tnen  New  Zealand  should  not 
be  called  upon  to  pay  more  than  £30,000  or 
£85,000,  the  balance  under  the  C  service 
(£40,000)  to  be  paid  by  New  South  Wales.  I 
think  the  best  course  to  adopt  would  be  to  pass  a 
resolution  indicating  the  views  of  the  House,  and 
in  the  meantime  to  carrv  on  the  temporary  con- 
tract until  an  agent  of  the  Company  came  down 
from  Sydney  to  make  a  definite  arrangement. 

Mr.  BURNS.— It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
the  House  did  not  take  some  decided  action  when 
this  subject  was  last  before  it.  I  certainly  regret 
the  vote  I  gave  on  that  occasion,  for  I  see  now 
that  New  Zealand  must  go  to  the  wall  in  this 
matter.  The  more  concessions  we  give,  the  more 
they  vfKiit,  It  is  due  to  myself  to  explain  that 
the  vote  I  gave  when  this  subject  was  last  before 
the  House  was  founded  on  the  statement  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  who  assured  us  that  we  were 
to  effect  a  saving  of  something  like  £10,000.   The 


honorable  gentleman  has  made  a  miBtake  in  his 
figures.  I  do  not  say  intentionally  ;  but  he  bas 
made  a  mistake  either  in  the  amount  to  be  paid 
under  the  contract,  or  in  the  amount  to  be  saved 
by  the  letters  we  send.  If  I  am  right  in  sup- 
posing that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  £10,000 
out,  and  that  we  are  not  to  have  that  saving,  we 
should  compel  the  Company  to  adhere  to  the 
terras  of  the  contract  or  abandon  it.  Then  ve 
should  have  a  sum  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  Sup2 
service  for  a  year.  I  am  convinced  that  upon 
whatever  terms  the  contract  is"  carried  on,  the 
service  will  never  be  satisfactory.  The  best  thing 
we  could  do  would  bo  to  pass  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  this  Houso  is  determined  that  ike 
Company  shall  carry  out  their  agreement  or  te^ 
minate  the  ecrvice  at  once.  That  would  bring 
the  matter  to  a  crisis,  and  then  if  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  offeretl  any  concession,  we 
could  do  so  also.  At  present,  they  are  imposing 
conditions  upon  us  which  we  have  no  right  to 
bear.  The  whole  affair  has  been  unsatisfoctorj 
from  the  beginning,  and  it  is  uoaatisfactoiy  now. 
I  hope  it  will  be  brought  to  a  definite  issue  one 
way  or  other. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.— I  would  be  glad  to  see  the 
Postmaster- General  suggest  this  alternative  to  the 
New  South  Wales  Government,  that  the  terminns 
should  be  at  Auckland,  and  that  New  Zealand 
should  pay  half  the  intercolonial  service  from 
Auckland  to  Sydney.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
Postmaster-General  make  a  counter  offer  to  nego- 
tiate witli  the  Government  of  New  South  Wjdea 
on  this  basis,  but  most  assuredly  not  on  the  terms 
suggested  by  that  Government. 

Mr.  MANDERS.— Any  attempt  to  terminate 
the  present  contract  would  be  a  great  loss  not 
only  to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  but  in  the 
discontinuance  .of  those  relations  which  have 
grown  up  with  the  United  States.  On  the  other 
band,  the  New  South  Wales  Government,  while 
exhibiting  great  anxiety  to  maintain  the  service 
as  a  means  of  communication  with  San  Francisco, 
displays  a  very  illiberal  spirit  in  calling  upon  this 
colony  to  bear  so  large  a  share  of  the  cost. 
There  is  no  doubt  New  South  Wales  has  the 
lion's  share  of  the  advantage«,  and  ou^ht,  there- 
fore, to  contribute  the  largest  proportion  of  the 
cost.  As  to  the  contractors,  I  think  they  are 
right  in  objecting  to  take  their  expensive  boats 
down  the  coast  of  New  Zealand.  It  is  an  absur- 
dity, and  I  am  quite  in  accord  with  them  on  that 
point;  but  when  we  are  asked  to  alter  the  port  of 
call  in  New  Zealand  from  a  convenient  to  an  in* 
convenient  port,  we  ought  to  receive  a  correspond- 
ing amount  in  apportioning  the  cost.  I  trust  the 
Postmaster-General  will  take  a  firm  stand  on  this 
point.  We  may  consent  to  leave  out  Honolulu-- 
that  is  no  advantage  to  us ;  but  I  hope  he  will 
insist  that  the  steamers  shall  call  at  Auckhind. 
It  is  evident  that  the  Sydney  Government  are 
watching  their  own  interest,  and  we  should  do 
the  same. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  — The  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  this  question  certainly  gave 
it  its  fullest  consideration,  with  an  earnest  denre 
to  keep  the  service  afloat.  They  decided  upon 
what  may  be^oonridered  as  an  ultimatum,  and  I 
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believe  it  wm  io  oonaideied  bj  then.  They 
paesed  a  vote  to  modify  the  terms  of  the  oontnet 
by  making  the  service  direct  from  Qan  Franoisoo 
to  Sydney,  calling  at  Auckland,  and  that  the 
Company  should  perfonn  the  coastal  service  with 
ten-knot  boats  at  their  own  expense ;  the  cost 
to  New  Zealand  to  be  lednced  by  £7,500.  Thb 
House  agreed  to  that  resolutum  with  one  slight 
modiflcatioB,  which  was,  that  if  the  oontractors 
chose  to  call  at  the  Bay  of  Islands  instead  of 
Auckland,  the  amount  of  reduction  should  be 
£10,000  instead  of  £7,600.  The  House  adopted 
that,  I  think  very  wisely.  The  time  has  oome 
when  we  must  have  an  end  of  tliese  modifica- 
tions. In  that  respect  I  agree  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru.  The  question  having 
been  so  iar  determined,  we  should  now  make  up 
our  minds  not  to  consider  any  further  modifica- 
tions involving  loss  to  the  colony.  I  shall  there- 
fore move  as  an  amendment  to  the  proposed 
telemm: — 

"That  this  House  is  not  prepared  to  modify 
the  terms  set  out  in  the  telegram  from  the  Post- 
msster-Cbneral  to  the  €k>loni&  Secretary,  Sydney, 
dated  14th  October,  1876,  save  as  regards  omitting 
to  call  at  Honolulu." 

Mr.  WHITAX£B.~Sir,Ithuik  the  honorable 
member  for  Timaru  has  misread  the  telapam  of 
the  17th  Ooteber.  In  that  telegram  the  Colonial 
Seoreta^,  Sydney,  says,  '^Tha  Company  have 
telegraphed  GKlduist  that  thev  will  forfeit  penalty, 
and  withdraw  entirely,  rather  than  run  your 
coastal  service,  or  undertake  any  responsibility  in 
connection  with  it  again."  And  then  he  goes  on 
to  lay,  *'We  recommend  reconsideration,  and 
that  the  two  colonies  offer  to  the  Company 
£75,000,  'Frisco,  Honolulu,  Bay  of  IsUinds, 
Sydney,  thirteen  trips  a  year.  Separate  tender 
£oT  the  coastal  service  to  be  called  for,  and  jointly 
approved.  The  cost  thereof  to  be  joint  and  equal 
between  our  respective  Governments."  J  appre- 
hend that  it  is  quite  clear  the  Company  inll  sot 
agree  to  any  teems  involviog  their  perlbarmanee  of 
the  coastal  service. 

Mr.  BURNS.— Will  the  Postmaster-General 
be  good  enough  to  state  whether  he  is  not  in  error 
in  the  figures  he  gave  us  with  reapeot  to  the 
saving  on  this  service  P 

Mr.  WHITASJlR.*-No}  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  error  in  those  figures.  I  have  looked  over 
them  since,  and  they  appear  to  me  quite  oorreot. 

Mr.  BUBNS.--I  think  there  is  an  error  of 
£4^000  in  them. 

Mr.  HUNTSB.— If  I  read  the  telegram  pro- 
posed to  be  sent  by  the  Postmaster-General 
aright,  it  means  Uiat  the  Company  shall  have 
the  alternative  of  calling  at  the  Bay  of  Islands 
if  they  choose.  I  think  the  Gk)vemment  should 
be  firm  upon  that  point,  and  they  should  at  once 
say  that  if  the  boats  come  to  New  Zealand  at  all, 
^ey  must  call  at  Auckland.  I  have  ahready  ex- 
pressed that  opinion,  and  I  now  beg  to  repeat  it. 
Uonsidering  the  number  of  passengers  that  will 
go  and  come  by  this  line,  we  have  a  right  to  take 
them  into  consideration,  and  their  convenience 
should  be  thought  at  Passengers  might  have  to 
go  there  and  wait  for  days,  at  the  greyest  ineon- 
YmBDM  to  thamselves.    That  propoiilioni  there- 

TOL. 


fore,  on  the  part  of  the  New  Sooth  Wales  Go- 
vernment is  not  fair,  and  is  only  put  forwud  on 
the  ulea  of  saving  a  few  hours  in  the  service.  I 
think  we  may  waive  tbtf  provision  for  eaUing  at 
Honolulu ;  but  I  think  the  Gbvemment  should 
be  firm,  and  say  that  under  no  circumstances  will 
they  consent  that  the  boats  should  call  at  tiie  Bay 
of  Islands.  With  regard  io  the  coastal  service,  1 
think  it  is  a  matter  which  might  very  weU  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  It  is  quite 
certain  that  we  shall  be  able  to  get  that  servioe 
performed  by  local  companies,  and  then  we  should 
be  placed  in  an  independent  position.  It  must 
also  be  borne  in  mind  that  great  inconvenienoe 
would' be  caused  by  any  sudden  stoppage  in  the 
servioe,  and  therefore  the  hands  of  the  Govern* 
ment  riiould  not  be  too  strictly  tied.  It  is  a  pii^ 
the  figures  quoted  hj  the  Postmaster-G^necal  are 
not  printed,  as  I  believe  they  would  dear  up  the 
doubts  entertained  by  the  hmioraUe  membv  for 
Boslyn.  We  should  also  have  the  telegram  pr&- 
poied  by  the  Postmaster^General  printed,  ae  it 
IS  impossible  to  gather  its  exact  intention  from 
merely  hearing  it  casually  read.  I  b^ve  the 
Government  are  right  in  waiving  the  questioii  of 
calling  at  Honolulu,  but  think  they  shoidd  inr 
sist  upon  the  steamers  calling  at  Auokland }  and 
that,  with  regard  to  the  coastal  service,  we  should 
meet  the  New  South  Wales  Gh>veenmeiit,  and  take 
the  matter  into  our  own  hands. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB.— I  do  not  think  honorable 
memliers  bear  in  mind  sufficiently  the  telegram  I 
propose  to  send.  It  reiterates  precisely  the  terms 
of  the  telegram  of  the  14tb  October,  with  this  single 
modification,  as  I  understand  it»  that  the  coasts^ 
service  may  be  undertaken  by  ourselves  if  we  get 
a  reduction  of  £5,000  a  year  in  the  subsidy.  X 
am  bound  to  say  that  if  we  can  get  that  reductioQ 
made,  I  believe  the  coastal  service  would  be  better 
managed  by  oi»selves  than  by  the  Company* 
That  seems  to  me  an  important  matter ;  because 
if  it  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  the 
New  South  Wftles  Government  will  probabW  at 
onoe  aceede  to  the  reduction  .of  £^,(ipO,  and  we 
can  arrange  for  a  better  coastal  eervice.  X  would 
ask  the  honorable  member  for  Cbristohuroh,  Mr. 
Stevens,  if  he  agrees  with  me  that  that  reduction 
is  suffio&snt,  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  let  the 
matter  be  left  as  I  propose}  beoause  then  we 
should  be  in  a  better  position  than  if  we  csrried 
out  strictly  the  terms  of  the  telegram  of  the  14th 
October. 

Mr.  BTJBNS.— Will  the  Postmaster-Gkneral 
give  us  any  data  to  show  that  the  coastal  service 
can  be  carried  on  for  £5,000  a  year  P 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  have  applied  to  the 
Manager  of  the  Union  Company  at  Dunedin,  and 
he  says  it  can  be  done  for  £5,000.  If  he  says  so, 
I  think  we  may  fairly  infer  that  it  will  not  cost 
more. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— It  is  very  singular  that  the 
Postmaster-Gteneral  should  have  told  us  on  a 
previous  occasion  that  the  eervice  between  the 
Bay  of  Islands  and  Auckland  would  cost  the 
colony  £7,000  a  year,  and  yet  we  now  learn  that 
the  servioe  along  the  whole  coast  can  be  carried 
on  for  £6,000  a  year.  I  am  not  altogether 
satined  with  the  amendment,  but  I  prefor  the 
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amendment  to  the  original  motion.  I  do  not 
ihitkk  the  amendment  goes  far  enongh.  I  thtn1[ 
the  whole  onus  of  the  matter  lies  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  New  South  Wales  Gbremment 
for  the  criminal  delay  in  not  coming  to  a  con- 
dnsion  sooner,  and  that  should  be  distinctly 
pointed  out  to  them.  We  shonld  deal  directly 
with  the  contraotorf,  and  not  with  the  Now 
South  Wales  Q-oyernment,  because  we  are  simply 
being  used  as  tools  by  that  Gk>Temmenl.  It  is  a 
point  of  honor  with  them  not  to  be  beaten  by 
victoria  in  their  mail  serrioo  with  England ;  but 
there  is  no  point  of  honor  inyoWed  in  our  deal- 
ing with  the  matter.  We  have  neyer  taken  up 
such  a  position  as  would  preyent  our  allying  our- 
■elyes  with  Victoria  just  as  well  as  with  New 
South  Wales  in  carrymg  on  a  mail  serrice  with 
JBurope.  Tlie  New  South  Wales  Gbremment  are 
eo  much  more  interested  in  the  matter  that  they 
should  not  haye  jeopardised  the  service  by  de- 
laying for  four  or  fiye  months  to  attend  to  the 
remonstrances  of  the  New  Zealand  Goyerument ; 
but,  as  they  hare  done  so,  they  must  take  the 
consequences. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— I  agree  yeiy  much  with  the 
fiews  of  the  honorable  member  for  Timoru.  It 
appears  to  me  it  is  the  dnty  of  the  Qoyemment  to 
see  that  this  colony  gets  fair-play  in  any  arrange- 
ment that  is  made.  At  the  present  moment  we 
are  paying  half  the  cost  of  tlie  seryice,  and  we 
are  getting  equal  adyantages  with  New  South 
Wales.  That  is  to  say,  New  Zealand  u  as  much 
the  terminus  of  the  line  as  is  New  South  Wales. 
If,  then,  we  modify  the  seryice  in  the  way  pro- 
posed by  the  Postmaster-General,  we  shall  be 
modifying  it  in  this  way,  that  we  shall  still  be 
paying  half  the  subsidy,  and  at  the  same  time 
be  giring  up  the  termmus.  I  quite  agree  with 
those  who  say  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  New 
Boutti  Wales  to  keep  up  this  seryice ;  and  if  it  be 
so,  tiien  depend  upon  it,  before  they  allow  it  to 
break  down,  they  will  reconsider  the  whole  ques- 
tion. As  far  as  I  can  see,  the  telegrams  sent  by 
the  New  South  Wales  Goyemment  show  that 
they  are  not  inclined  to  treat  us  with  any  consi- 
deration. Eyerything  we  haye  proposed  has  be.en 
declined,  and  in  the  most  abrupt  way.  Only  the 
other  day  the  New  South  Wales  GoTemment 
telegraphed  to  know  if  we  would  accept  the  tem- 
porary seryice,  and  the  Postmaster-G-eneral  re- 
plied "Yes,"  with  the  proyiso  that  Auckland 
should  be  the  port  of  call.  This  they  at  once 
declined  to  accept ;  and  I  must  say  I  do  not  think 
that  is  the  way  in  which  this  colony  should  be 
treated.  I  think,  therefore,  the  House  would  do 
well  to  confirm  the  proposals  made  the  other 
day,  which  put  us  in  such  a  position  that  we 
.should  pay  £10,000  a  year  less  for  the. seryice 
than  New  South  Wales.  We  should  giye  up  our 
right  to  the  terminus,  and  receive  that  small 
consideration  for  it ;  and  we  should  also  not  take 
upon  ourselves  the  onus  of  the  coastal  service, 
hut  throw  it  upon  the  Company.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  think  the  onus  should  rest  on  them. 
No  doubt  they  would  have  to  arrange  with  local 
companies  to  perform  the  service,  but  the  onus  of 
carrying  it  out  should  rest  with  them.  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 


City,  that  if  that  were  the  case,  we  shonld  have 
the  service  breaking  down  some  day.  Thtl 
would  not  be  so,  because  there  is  a  provision  in 
the  contract  tlutt  the  boats  are  to  be  of  a  ce^ 
tain  class,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  would  therefore  praotically  liavs  th« 
direction  of  the  coastal  service  in  their  own  bsndi. 
There  is  only  one  addition  I  would  like  to  aet 
made  to  the'  proposal  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Christchurch,  and  that  is,  if  there  be  anjtliin|{ 
reasonable  that  they  have  to  propose,  they  shonld 
send  down  a  representative  from  the  Companj^ 
a  duly  authorixed  person — to  treat  with  the  Ne* 
Zealand  (Government  on  this  subject  Thej 
should  treat  this  Government  vrith  a  little  mora 
respect. 

Mr.  HUNTEB.— The  honorable  member  bi 
misunderstood  me.  I  said  that  in  the  event  of 
tlie  maU  boat  from  San  FraooiBoo  arriring  three 
days  late  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  the  stesmcr 
waiting  for  the  mails  and  passengers  would  be 
detained  there ;  and  the  same  thing  wonkl  happen 
if  the  boat  arrived  from  Sydney  three  days  late. 
There  would  be  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience. 

Mr.  BURNS.— I  should  like  to  see  the  Com- 
pany distribute  the  mails,  and  not  the  Govera* 
ment.  It  is  erident  that  the  New  South  Wshi 
Government  want  to  get  out  of  the  service :  ihtj 
want  to  bring  us  into  litigation.  If  we  do  not 
compel  them  to  carry  out  their  •riginal  oontnct, 
we  shall  get  into  trouble  with  them.  I  confess  1 
am  inclined  to  support  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch. 

Mr.  J.  G.  BROWN.— I  think  the  Government 
should  adhere  to  tlie  existing  contract,  as  any  dc> 
parture  from  it  would  not  he  for  our  benefit  If 
any  arrangement  were  come  to  to  do  away  with 
the  coastu  service,  we  ought  to  derive  a  moch 
larger  pecuniary  advantage  than  what  is  proposed 
for  such  an  alteration,  i  know  the  New  South 
Wales  Gbvemment  are  rery  desirous  to  continue 
the  seryice  on  their  own  account,  and  will  no 
doubt  contrive  to  make  such  arrangements  to 
suit  themselves,  without  any  reference  to  the 
convenience  of  New  Zealand.  We  should  abide 
by  the  original  contract,  as  I  believe  any  departure 
■from  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  tlie  colony. 

Bfr.  REYNOLDS.— I  shall  oppose  any  resola- 
tion  which  seeks  to  throw  on  Uie  Government 
the  management  of  the  coastal  service.  Unless 
the  Company  carry  out  this  service,  I  am  con- 
yinced  that  it  will  cost  the  Gbvemment  three 
times  the  sum  which  some  honorable  memben 
consider  it  will  cost.  Companies  sometimes  offer 
to  do  work  at  a  certain  price,  and  afterwards  the^ 
alter  their  minds  and  find  they  cannot  do  it.  u 
there  should  be  any  uncertain^  as  to  when  the 
steamer  would  arrive  from  San  Francisco,  the  risk 
should  rest  not  with  the  Gt>yemment  but  with  the 
Company  with  whom  the  Gk>yemment  has  the 
contract  I  trust  the  House  will  not  agree  to 
any  contract,  or  any  alteration  thereof,  whieh 
does  not  involve  the  Company  delivering  the 
mails  throughout  the  colony. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.— The  time  of  tho  departunj 
of  the  mail  steamers  from  San  Francisco  is  alws^ 
telegraphed,  and  the  time  for  their  arrival  within 
a  few  hours  is  known  beforehand.    If  Auckland 
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IB  mode  Ihe  port  of  arriFal  in*New  Zealand,  there 
ia  constant  comiriunication  between  that  port  and 
tho  other  ports  in  the  colony,  ao  that  there  can  be 
no  delay  or  confu«iou  in  the  distribution  of  the 
maiU.  I  am  told  that  tho  Company  would  effect 
a  aariug  of  £7,000  a  month  by  baring  a  through 
line  instead  of  a  forked  senrice.  Tho  gain  which 
New  South  Wales  would  derive  is  this,  that  the 
would  have  a  through  serrice  every  month  instead 
of  every  alternate  month.  I  think  New  Zealand 
would  have  the  worst  of  the  proposed  barsain. 
She  would  have  to  pay  half  of  tho  cost  of  the 
contract,  and  get  comparatively  little  in  return 
for  tho  expen£ture.  I  think  we  should  manage 
our  own  coastal  service,  and  obtain  a  much  larger 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  our  contribution.  I 
think  the  suggestion  that  a  temporary  service 
should  be  carried  on  for  a  month  or  two,  and 
that  delegates  should  be  invited  to  consult  with 
the  Government  with  the  view,  of  coming  to 
some  arrangement,  is  the  best  suggestion  that 
has  been  made.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
agree  to  adopt  that  course.  If  that  is  not  agreed 
to,  I  shall  support  the  resolution  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Christchurch. 

Mr.  WHITAK£B.-~Thor6  is  no  temporary 
service  whatever  agreed  to :  they  refuse  to  nave  a 
temporary  service. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result: — 

A^es         29 

Noes        .^        86 


Majority  against . . . 


Atbb. 


Miyor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Difnan, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G.  McLean, 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Laotour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  HodgKinson, 
Mr.  Hunter, 


Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Borke, 
Mr.Pyke, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 
Tellerg. 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


Nobs. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Reynolds, 

BoUeston, 

Seaton, 

Sharp, 

Shrimski, 

Stafford, 

Taiaroa, 

Teschemaker, 

Thomson, 

Tribe, 

Wakefield, 

Wason, 

WilltaiQS, 


Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  D.  Beid, 


Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Stevens. 


The  resolution  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  LUSK.— I  will  move,  That  this  debate  be 
adjourned  until  this  evening,  in  order  that  the 
telemm  the  Postmaster-General  proposes  to 
send,  and  the  amendment,  may  be  printed,  so 
that  honorable  members  may  see  exactly  what 
they  are  doing.  I  very  much  fear  that  they  do 
not  know  what  the  effect  of  the  decision  they 
have  come  to  is;  and  if  the  House  does  not 
know,  I  very  much  fear  that  the  House  will  do 
what  they  will  very  much  regret. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  debate  be  now  ad-* 
joumed ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         40 

.Noes         26 

Majority  for        14 


Atbs. 

Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Baigenti  Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bail;  Mr.  O'Borke, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Biees, 

Mr.  Bunny,  Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Button,  Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Dignan,  Mr.  Shee;han, 

Mr.  Gibbs,  Mr.  Swanson, 

Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Hamlin,  Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Tolo, 

Mr.  Hursthouse,  Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Williams. 
Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Tellers, 

Mr.  Lumsden,  Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Manders,  Mr.  Lusk. 

NoB8. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown,  Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  DeLantonr,  Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Fitzroy,  Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Hodgkinson,  Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Beid,  Jailers, 

Mr.  Bolleston,  Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Seaton,  Mr.  Beynolds. 
The  debate  was  consequently  adjourned. 

DEBira  BnUlOED. 
Mr.  SHBBHAN.— I  move  the  addition  of  the 

following  words  to  the  motion  of  tho  honor- 
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ftble  menber  for  Cfaristelmrch  (ICr.  Stoteni)  : — 
"And  in  tbe  erant  of  the  oontncton  eleoting 
to  call  at  Auckland  and  dettring  to  diaoontinuo 
the  eoastat  Mrrice,  that  they  be  permitted  to  do 
to  on  making  a  farther  deduction  of  £5,000  from 
the  eubsidj  payable  to  them,  the  two  ooloniei,  in 
BQoh  oaee,  undertakinff  to  proride  for  that  earfioe 
afc  their  joint  ezpenee. 

Hr.  a.  MoLSAN.— I  think  the  Hoom  has 
been  fighting  with  a  shadow  this  aiUmoon.  If 
honorable  members  will  read  the  telegram  of  the 
Postmaster-Cbneral,  thej  will  find  ^SmX  there  is 
not  mnch  difierenoe  between  it  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Ohristohorch, 
with  the  exception  of  taking  the  risk  of  coastal 
serrioe,  which  the  Companir  positiyely  dedine  to 
do.  A  dirision  was  called  for  on  the  original 
Motion,  in  order  thai  the  responsibility  under 
fnch  circumstances  might  rest  on  the  House. 
The  House  has  said  that  it  will  adhere  to  the 
terms  it  proposed  before  on  the  subject,  and 
will  leare  the  GbTemment  no  option  of  de> 
Tiatingfrom  those  terms.  Therefore  the  House 
has  taken  a  serious  responsibility  upirn  itself. 
With  regard  to  the  coastal  serrice,  it  matters 
Yery  little  whether  you  saddle  the  Company  or 
the  GK>Ternment  with  the  responsibility  of  the 
distribution  of  the  mail  Witn  reference  to  the 
obserratton  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Fori  Chalmers,  I  hare  only  to  say  that  if  the 
Pacific  Companv  cannot  keep  up  to  the  time 
they  will  be  saddled  with  the  demurrage  that 
nay  hare  to  be  paid  to  the  coastal  boats:  the 
GoTennnent  will  take  good  care  the  colony  does 
not  suffer.  With  regard  to  the  choice  of  the  Bay 
of  Islands  or  Auckland  as  the  first  port  of  call,  it 
u  a  Tery  difibrent  thing  to  bring  mails  from  the 
Bay  of  Islands  to  bringing  them  from  Auckland. 
From  the  port  of  AuckUmd  you  can  distribute 
the  mails  along  the  West  Coast  by  steamers  now 
running  eyeiy  four  days  for  a  reiy  small  sum 
,  comparad  to  what  you  would  have  to  pay  if  the 
Bay  of  Islands  was  selected  as  the  port  of  call. 
Those  who  haTC  taken  a  trip  Home  know  what 
it  is  to  hare  to  remain  two  or  three  days  at 
Eandavau,  and  they  will  be  able  te  form  an  idea 
of  what  it  would  be  to  hare  to  remain  two  or 
three  days  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  should  the 
steamers  be  behind  time.  Some  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  passengers  from  New  Zea- 
land ;  they  are  entitled  to  some  consideration.  I 
think  we  are  quite  entitled  to  say  to  the  New 
South  Wales  GForemment,  '*  Tou  must  agree  to 
Auckland  as  the  port  of  oalL"  By  so  doing,  every 
&cility  for  the  distribution  of  the  malls  and 
comfort  of  the  passengers  for  New  Zealand  is 
secured,  and  in  letum  they  soeure  immense  ad- 
▼antases,  such  as  the  whole  terminus  of  the  line. 
By  adopting  the  Bay  of  Islands  as  the  port  of 
call,  you  must  run  down  along  a  ooast  on  which 
there  is  no  traffic,  and  you  could  not  get  the 
ooastal  service  done  for  the  pavment  of  doable 
what  you  would  have  to  pay  if  Auckland  were 
the  port  selected.  The  honorable  member  for 
Timaru's  idea  of  having  a  boat  to  run  between 
Bay  of  Islands  and  Auckland  is  on  a  par  with 
that  of  the  New  South  Wales  Oomiimiiit,  vnd, 
.to  say  the  least,  diqOays  a  grMt  Vft&t  of  know- 


ledge of  the  difficultiee  of  anehpropoaaL  Botiuy 
propose  that  mails  and  passengers  are  to  be  brooglit 
to  Auckland  by  the  anmll  boat  now  running  f  If 
so,  I  am  sure  they  will  get  little  support.  If  nol, 
what  do  thev  propose  ahoiild  be  done  with  tbe 
large  boat  that  would  be  employed,  whsn  the 
service  would  only  take  her  about  four  dsyt  is 
the  month  P  It  is  Tery  advisaUe  that  this  addi' 
tion,  moved  by  the  honorable  member  for  Bodaef, 
should  be  added  to  what  has  now  become  tl» 
substantive  motion ;  and  I  think  the  House  vifl 
allow  the  motion  to  be  oarried  in  that  foro. 
I  have  always  said  that,  alter  payment  of  the  nib- 
sidy  for  the  distribution  of  the  mails,  New  Zet- 
land is  entitled  to  the  whole  saving  after  fcfait. 
The  House  has  thought  otherwise,  and  hss  d«ilt 
very  liberally  with  the  Oovemment  of  New  South 
Wales  {  and  the  debate  that  has  just  taken  plaee^ 
I  hope,  will  show  the  inadvisabiUfy  of  furtiwr 
pressing  the  unreasonable  eonceesions  they  m 
now  urging  npon  ns,  and  00  strengthen  the  bsmh 
of  the  Government,  and  allow  them  to  negotiite 
in  acoordance  with  the  leelings  and  wishes  of  tbii 
House. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  mnet  saj  a  few  wordiin 
relation  to  this  amendment.     I  certainly  vode^ 
stood,  before  the  House  adjoomed  to-day,  tbsts 
resolution  or  an  amendment  had  been  csiried, 
and  I  did  think  it  was  hardly  necessaiy  to  sd- 
joom  the  debate.    The  position  the  colony  stondi 
in  is  a  very  simple  one.    At  the  present  time,  w 
have  a  contract  for  the  San  Francisco  Mail  8er 
vice.    Our  contract  is  to  tlie  effect  that  the  nails 
are  to  be  brought  from  San  Francisco  to  Hono- 
lulu, from  thm  to  Eandavan,  and  then  on  to 
New  Zealand ;  and  the  maila  am  to  be  ddirend 
on  particular  dates  at  all  the  ports  as  fsr  wut^ 
as  Dunedin.    The  Coaptay  are  not  satiified  witii 
the  arrangement  they  entered  into,  and  tlisy  «/ 
that  unless  they  arereliered  of  the  coastal  serfioa 
they  will  pay  the  pnialty  of  £25,000,  and  afasn- 
don  the  contract.    In  order  to  meet  their  riew^ 
and  to  prevent  them  from  abandoning  the  am* 
tract,  a   resolution  was   passed  by  this  Hoom 
giving  them  pemussion  to  so  far  deviate  from  toe 
contract  as  to  cease  aending  their  boats  down  to 
Otago,  allowing  them   to   forward  their  msiJi 
and  paeseugen  from  Auckland  by  such  bosto  u 
would  be  approved  of  by  the  Postmaster-GenenL 
This  they  refiised  to  do,  and  I  think  they  ars  resUy 
ealUng  upon  the  House  to  relax  the  contract  bt 
beyond  what  they  expect  the  colony  will  agree  to. 
The  Provinces  of  Wellington,  Owiterbaiy,  «* 
Otago  are  large  contributors  towards  this  ^^]j 
yet  the  Postmaster-GetteyBl  virtually  eays  in  effect, 
"We  wiU  get  the  mails  to  Auckland,  and  there 
the  service  will  end.    The  Colonial  Qtoitmauat 
will  take  care  that  the  mails  are  seat  down  to 
the  other  ports  in  the  colony."    But  what  w« 
want  is  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  fAionidw 
observed,  and  that  the  contractors  should  erther 
throw  up  the  oontraet,  or  be  compelled  to  datVBr 
the  mails  at  the  various  ports  of  the  eolouj;  ai 
specified  in  the  oontraet.     Let  them  make  an  w- 
rangement  with  the  Uuion  or  any  local  ««"y*"y 
to  send  the  nmb  down  the  coast.    I  wooid  Mt 
have  the  same  confidence  in  tiis  Govenunsnt 
oanying  the  OMiila  x«gularly  a«  I  weiikl  have  ^ 
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the  Oompmj'B  cknng  lo,  for  the  Oomfwnj  would 
be  liable  to  penalties.  Speakins  for  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  colon j,  I  will  say  that  if  the 
proposed  addttiou  is  made,  it  will  giTe  the  greatest 
dissatisfiMtion,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  oolouj  ex- 
cepting Auckland  will  have  reason  to  complain.  I 
say  it  is  our  duty  to  insist  upon  the  Company 
carrying  out  the  contract  with  smaller  boats  for 
the  coastal  senrice,  but  the  times  at  which  they 
are  to  deliTcr  the  mails  at  the  ysrious  ports  to  be 
the  same  as  at  present.  I  do  not  care  what  kind 
of  boats  they  use  for  the  coastal  serrice,  proTided 
they  are  sufficiently  commodious  for  the  passen- 
gers and  mails.  I  do  trust  the  House  will  not  be 
led  away  by  the  arguments  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Customs,  or  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

Mr.  STAFFORD. --This  is  not  purely  an 
Auckland  question;  it  is  a  question  for  the 
OoJony  of  New  Zealand  to  determine  whether 
thoy  shall  get  an  equal  participation  with  the 
Colony  of  New  South  Wales  in  the  benefits  of 
the  serrice.  It  appears  to  me,  as  the  original 
motion  stands,  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  will 
not  get  that.  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear 
some  of  the  arguments  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs,  who  said  the  House  would  be  taking  a 
great  responsibility  if  ther  adhered  to  a  particular 
resolution.  What  has  the  QoTcmment  invited 
the  opinion  of  the  House  for  F  Are  we  to  come 
here  as  dumb  animals  to  hear  a  proposed  tele- 
gram read  out  for  our  information,  and  then  not 
to  express  our  opinion  upon  it,  and  say  whether 
we  concur  or  whether  we  do  not  concur  iti  it  P 
What  did  tlie  telegram  of  the  14th  October  do 
but  place  the  responsibility  on  the  House  P  And 
now,  when  some  members  of  the  House  haye 
shown  a  disposition  to  concur  in  the  terms  of 
that  telegram,  they  are  warned  that  they  are 
taking  a  most  dreadful  responsibility  upon  them- 
selres.  I  think  the  Goyemment  should  not  play 
fast  and  loose  with  the  House  by  teeing  up  sucm 
a  pofition.  The  Commissioner  of  Customs  said 
that  the  steamers  going  from  the  Bay  of  Islands 
to  Auckland  would  run  down  a  long  barren  coast, 
along  whidi  there  is  yery  little  traffic.  That 
is  not  the  case;  for  it  is  but  an  eight  hours' 
trip  lor  the  steamers  we  require  for  the  serrice. 
We  haye  plenty  of  steamers  on  our  coast  now 
able  to  penbrm  such  a  seryice.  The  mails  can  be 
distributed  either  to  the  East  or  West  Coast 
when  they  aniye  at  Auckland  from  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  and  equal  facilities  will  be  given  to  all 
parts  of  the  colony — exactly  the  same  facilities 
as  if  the  mail  steamers  came  to  AudLland.  There 
is  a  great  deal  in  the  fact  that  we  are  giving  up 
all  benefit  to  New  South  Wales.  We  have  given 
up  the  terminus  at  Dunedin  rather  than  see  the 
main  servioe  destroyed,  because  many  of  us  be- 
lieved that  the  oontiaetors  could  not  afford  to 
have  two  teimini  with  such  large  and  valuable 
steamers  ;  but  it  does  not  follow,  because  we  have 
givai  that  op,  that  we  are  going  to  give  everything 
np.  This  Qovemmeot  is  being  mi^e  a  tool  of  by 
t<he  New  South  Wales  Government  %  im  that  Go- 
vernment is  bringing  pressure  through  the  mm- 
traoUm  upon  the  Government  of  New  Zealand. 
That  is  the  position  of  aflhirs,  and  I  do  not  think 
Ihe  OoiBmimtoiMMr  of  Curtoms  ntndid  matten 


by  his  remarks.  He  seemed  to  me  to  seek  to 
frighten  the  House  by  his  remarks.  Ho  said  if 
we  re-afllrmed  a  resolution  which  the  Govern- 
ment invited  us  to  affirm,  we  should  be  taking  a 
terrible  responsibility  on  ourselves.  Either  the 
Gk)vemment  should  have  managed  the  whole 
matter  in  their  own  offices  without  consulting 
the  House  at  all,  or,  having  taken  the  House 
into  their  confidence,  as  they  professed  to  do, 
and  as  they  have  up  to  this  time,  both  in 
the  Select  Committee  and  in  the  open  House* 
they  should  not  now  take  any  other  position.  I 
shall  say  again,  what  I  said  some  days  ago  when 
this  matter  was  before  the  House,  that  I  want  to 
see  the  cheapest  mail  service  New  Zealand  can 
get  in  oonncction  with  California ;  but  I  am  not 
prepared  that  we  should  get  less  advantages  than 
New  South  Wales.  If  New  South  Wales  is  so 
very  anxious  for  this  particular  route,  let  her 
pay  something  more,  and  show  the  imperative 
necessity  for  it  by  contributing  something  more 
than  we  do.  I  think  that  the  Mdition  which  has 
been  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Christoburoh  would 
simply  restore  the  position  of  the  ori|;inal  motion 
in  a  roundabout  way.  It  in  reality  is  no  amend* 
ment  when  read  together :  it  is  the  original  mo* 
tion  turned  upside  down. 

Mr.  WfllTAKEB.— The  honorabhi  gmtlemaii 
is  entirely  mistaken.  If  he  will  read  the  original 
resolution,  and  read  it  in  connection  with  the 
telegram  of  the  14th  October,  he  will  find  there 
are  differences  between  the  two»  of  a  very  sob- 
etantial  nature.  In  the  first  plaee,  he  will  find 
that  in  the  resolutions  I  proposed,  the  option 
given  to  the  contractors  to  call  at  Auokkad  or 
the  Bay  of  Islands  is  materially  altered.  The 
resolution  contained  in  the  telegram  of  the  14tii 
October  gave  an  option  to  the  oontraotora  to  go 
which  pliH;e  they  pleased  upon  certain  terms.  I 
imagine  the  line  is  sufficiently  distinct  between 
the  two  to  debar  them  from  being  treated  as  one 
resolution,  or  substantially  the  same. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt 
the  honorable  gentleman ;  but  his  remarks  will 
cause  delay,  for  he  has  started  with  an  entirelpr 
false  impression  of  what  I  said.  I  said  that,  if 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney  were  added  to  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Christchuroh,  it  would 
be  substantially  the  same  as  the  telegram  whiish 
the  Government  proposed  to  send  to-day. 

Mr.  WHITA£ER.--What  I  understand  the 
honorable  member  to  say  is  this :  that  thete  is 
no  distinction  between  the  teleffram  proposed 
to  be  sent  this  afkemoon  and  the  amendment 
of  the  honofHble  member  for  Christchureh  with 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney  added,  and  the  resolutions  of  October  14th. 
I  think  the  honorable  gentleman  is  rather  mis- 
taken in  his  interpretation  of  these  resolution!. 
In  the  first  place,  the  first  substantial  difference  it 
this :  that  in  the  resolution  of  the  14tli  October 
a  certain  option  is  given  to  the  contractors  $  and 
in  the  resolution  proposed  this  afternoon  that 
option  is  substantially  varied.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  look  at  the  lesolutionf,  I  think 
he  will  see  that  there  is  a  stthetintial  idiffi»renae> . 
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Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  mid  thmfe  the  addition 
of  the  words  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Bodnej  to  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Christohnrah  would  be  together  snb- 
stantiaUy  the  eame  as  the  telegram  proposed 
to  be  sent  by  the  Ghovemment  this  afternoon. 
I  have  made  no  reference  to  the  original  telegram 
of  the  14ih  October. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  am  really  at  a  loss 
exactly  to  understand  the  position  the  honorable 
gentleman  takes  up.  I  should  be  Tery  glad  in- 
deed if  he  would  put  it  in  such  a  way  that  I 
could  understand  it.  He  says  that  if  the  addition 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Rodney 
were  added  to  the  resolutions  of  the  14th  October 
the  result  would  be  the  same  in  effect  as  tlie  re- 
solution proposed  this  afternoon ;  but  I  say  it  is 
not  so.  In  the  first  place,  the  resolution  of  the 
14th  October  gare  a  certain  option  to  the  contrac- 
tors, but  the  resolution  of  this  afternoon  was  yeir 
different ;  and  again,  if  honorable  members  wiU 
look  at  the  resolutions  of  the  14th  of  October, 
they  will  find  that  tlie  share  New  Zealand  con- 
tributes to  the  subsidy  is  reduced  by  £7,500  for 
odling  at  Auckland,  and  £10,000  for  calling  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands.  There  is  no  such  proposition 
in  the  resolution  I  proposed  this  afternoon.  My 
suggestion  is  that  £75,000  shall  be  paid,  less 
£6,000  to  be  deducted  for  the  coastal  serrice ;  so 
that  the  resolutions  are  entirely  different.  It 
is  quite  competent,  I  submit,  to 'add  the  words 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Rodney. 
In  his  amendment  the  honorable  gentleman  says 
that^  in  the  erent  of  the  contractors  electing  to 
call  at  Auckland  as  prorided  in  the  resolutions  of 
the  14th — an  election  which  is  not  allowed  under 
my  proposal  made  to-day — and  desiring  to  discon- 
tinue tne  coastal  serrice — they  should  be  per* 
mitted  to  do  so  on  making  a  further  reduction  of 
£6,000  from  the  subsidy  of  £7,600  payable  to 
t^em.  Now,  that  is  a  totally  dUFerent  arrange- 
ment from  the  resolution  of  the  14th  Octolwr. 
It  is  different  in  erery  respect.  The  honorable 
member  for  Port  Ohalmdrs  then  says  that  an 
amendment  was  carried  this  afternoon ;  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  there  was  no  amendment  carried 
this  afternoon.  What  was  done  was,  that  the 
resolution  I  proposed  was  negatired,  but  no  other 
resolution  was  carried  ;  and  my  resolution  haring 
been  negatiyed,  makes  a  substantive  resolution  of 
that  proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church.  Of  course,  it  u  now  competent  to  propose 
an  amendment  upon  that  resolution.  What  I 
wish  to  make  dear  is  this :  that  we  had  before 
us  a  totally  different  question  this  afternoon  from 
that  which  we  are  now  called  on  to  determine. 
With  regard  to  the  difference  between  allowing 
the  contractors  to  call  at  Auckland  and  allowing 
them  to  call  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  I  would  point 
out  that  I  prefer  that  the  Tcssels  should  go  to 
Auckland,  for  scTeial  reasons.  In  the  first  place, 
if  the  two  steamers  which  were  to  call  at  the  Bay 
of  Islands  did  not  happen  to  meet  each  other, 
the  condition  of  the  passengers  would  be  almost 
as  bad  as  if  they  had  called  at  KandaTau.  There 
would  be  no  proper  accommodation;  and  what 
would  become  of  them  P  They  would  be  placed 
in  a  Tcry  unfortunate  position.    Then  tbare  is 


another  reason.  If  a  proper  allowanoe  is  made 
to  us  for  the  distribution  of  the  mails  slong 
the  coast,  we  can  do  it  in  a  much  more  satif- 
factory  manner  than  the  contracton  can.  The 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chahnera  said  that 
Otago  and  Canterbury  pud  a  large  sum  toward 
this  subsidy.  That  is  quite  true  ;  bat  if  we  de- 
liTcr  the  mails  ourseWes  we  can  do  it  quicker 
than  the  contractors.  We  know  that  tmTcllbg 
along  the  West  Coast  is  much  more  con- 
Tenient  and  quicker  than  by  the  'Eaat  Coast, 
and  we  should  consequenUy  be  able  to  de- 
liver the  mails  for  Canterbury  and  Otago 
in  a  much  shorter  time.  If  we  compel  the  con* 
tractors  to  go  down  the  Sast  Coast,  we  know  that 
there  are  no  ports  between  WelUngtoa  and  Au^- 
land  wliich  Tcssels  of  the  size  required  can  go  into. 
I  should  be  altogether  unwilling  to  undertake,  on 
the  part  of  the  colony,  to  run  steamers  down  the 
East  Coast,  because  1  am  quite  sure  it  can  onlj 
be  done  at  an  expense  &r  exceeding  anything  we 
can  maintain.  I  hare  taken  the  trouble  to  in- 
quire what  the  cost  of  a  like  serrice  on  the  West 
Coast  for  this  serrice  would  be,  and  I  find,  from 
communications  with  the  Manager  of  the  Union 
Company  of  Otago,  that  if  we  drare  to  distrihate 
the  mails  down  the  West  Coast  he  could  do  it  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  £5,000  a  year.  I  then  went 
into  the  question  as  to  the  cost  of  their  distribs- 
tion  down  the  East  Coast  firom  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
and  the  Manager  said  it  would  require  a  sum  of 
£12,000.  I  asked  him  if  he  thought  it  could 
not  be  done  for  £10,000 ;  and  he  said  it  might, 
but  he  should  be  unwilling  to  say  that  the  ez< 
pense  could  be  brought  under  £12,000.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  could  be  done  with 
the  steamer  employed  on  this  serrice  in  themeso- 
time,  as  it  would  require  only  about  a  fortnight 
to  carry  the  mails.  There  would  be  nothmg 
for  it  to  do;  whereas  if  the  mails  were  brought 
down  the  West  Coast,  where  the  boats  run  at 
interrals  of  four  days,  they  would  be  constantlj 
employed,  and  would  deUrer  the  mails  mnch 
more  n^idly  and  conrenientiy  at  all  the  ports 
with  the  exception  of  Napier,  for  which  a  special 
arrangement  would  hare  io  be  made,  just  as  we 
hare  now  to  make  a  speoial  arrangement  at  the 

f  resent  time  for  the  deiirery  of  the  maib  at  New 
lymouth  and  the  west  coast  of  tiie  Middle 
Island.  On  the  whole,  I  think  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  honorable  member  for  Rodney  will 
rery  much  facilitate  the  delireiy  of  the  mails, 
and  materially  reduce  the  cost.  That  appears  to 
be  clear.  I  am  bound  to  say,  howerer,  that  vaj 
impression  is  that  the  serrice  will  come  to 
an  end  before  rery  long,  whether  we  pass  thii 
resolution  or  not.  Of  course,  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  other  gentlemen  will  form  other 
conclusions;  but  I  hare  been  compelled,  from 
the  position  in  which  I  hare  been  placed,  and 
firom  the  rery  considerable  attention  I  hare  paid 
to  the  matter,  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
serrice  may  come  to  an  end  before  rexy  long,  ss 
I  think  our  terms  will  not  be  accepted.  I  admit 
that  its  oontinuanoe  would  be  of  rery  consider* 
able  adrantage  to  New  Zealand ;  and  hence  it  is 
that  I  desire  to  see  it  continued.  The  honorsbls 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  tella  us  that^  if  the 
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coastal  serrioe  is  diftoontinued  by  the  oontraeton, 
all  the  colony  will  compfatn  except  Auckland ;  I 
think  not  if  a  better  serrice  is  sabstitated.  I  am 
quite  aware  that  it  is  the  honorable  gentleman's 
wish  that  we  should  pat  an  end  to  the  serrice  at 
once.  Of  course,  if  tbe  House  comes  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  desirable  to  terminate  the  se|^- 
rice,  there  will  be  no  dtfficultj  in  doing  so  bj 
adhering  strictly  to  the  oontract.  The  honorable 
member  for  Timant  was  Tery  indignant  aboat  an 
obsenration  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Cus- 
toms, who  stated  that  the  House  by  negatiring  the 
resolution  had  taken  the  responsibility.  I  think 
it  is  right  tliat  the  House  shoiud  accept  the  respon- 
sibility. We  inrito  it  to  do  so ;  but  at  the  same 
time  we  are  aware  that  the  responsibility  reverts  to 
us  when  tbe  House  is  not  sitting.  I  hare  deemed 
it  my  daty  to  make  the  House  acquainted  with  all 
the  circumstances  as  they  have  arisen,  and  have 
consulted  the  House  on  idl  occasions.  I  hare  not 
receiyed  a  single  communication  that  I  haye  not 
placed  before  the  House ;  and,  when  the  Com- 
missioner of  Customs  spoke  of  responsibility,  he 
meant  that  the  House,  by  carrying  a  proposition 
against  the  Government,  had  relieved  tbem  of 
the  duty  of  leading  the  House  in  the  matter,  and 
had  thereby  taken  the  responsibility  upon  itself. 
I  do  not  oomphdn  of  that.  I  am  glaa  to  accept 
that  position.  Upon  the  whole  I  think  it  far 
better  that  an  addition  should  be  made  to  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  support  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bodney. 
Mr.  BURNS. — It  seems  to  me  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  treating  this  matter  ai  a  special 
f  leader,  and  not  as  it  should  be  treated  by  the 
'ostmaster-Ghneral.  He  is  drawing  a  red- 
herring  across  the  scent.  What  I  wish  to  point 
out  is  this:  that  if  the  House  is  prepared  to 
abandon  the  coastal  serrioe,  it  does  not  matter  one 
straw  whether  the  boats  call  at  Auckland  or  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  because,  if  the  Company  is  com- 
pelled to  carry  the  mails  down  the  coast,  the  risk 
and  cost  will  fall  upon  them  and  not  upon  the 
colony.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  oppose  the 
proposal  before  the  House.  I  maintain  that,  if 
we  abandon  the  idea  of  the  mail-boats  carrying 
the  mails  down  the  coast,  we  abandon  the  oon- 
tract, and  pire  the  Company  a  loop-hole  to  chum 
compensation.  That  is  the  danger.  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  depart  from  the  oontract  at  alL 
The  Fostn:oster-General  says  that  in  any  case  the 
Company  will  abandon  the  serrice.  Let  it  do  so  i 
but  do  not  let  this  House  step  in  between  the 
Government  and  the  Company,  and  deprive  us 
of  the  right  of  claiming  compensation.  There  is 
no  doubt  about  this :  that  if  we  are  to  enter  into  a 
new  arraneement,  that  Auckland  should  be  made 
the  port  of  call.  But  I  think  we  should  compel 
the  Company  to  obscrre  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, and  continue  the  coastal  service.  That  is 
the  point  I  strongly  advocate. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS.— The  question  amounts  to 
this  :  Shall  we  get  rid  of  the  American  con- 
tract? That  is  the  gist  of  the  matter.  If  the 
steamers  go  to  Auckknd  they  will  surely  lo«c  a 
day.  But  that  is  a  question  for  the  contractors 
to  consider.    If  the  Bay  of  Islands  is  selected, 


it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  oontraotors  only ; 
it  will  certainly  be  a  loss  to  the  colony.  But 
the  real  question  upon  which  we  have  to  vote 
to-night  is  whether  we  shall  continue  the  Ameri- 
can servioe  or  not. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  he  so  added  ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Ayes         42 

Noes         22 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Dianan, 
Mr.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Sir  G.  Qtrey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lnmsden, 


20 


Atxs. 


Mr.  Manders, 
Bfr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Borko, 
Mr.  Fearce, 
Mr.  Fyke, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takarooana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 

TeUert, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


N0B8. 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Captain  Aenny, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 


Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

TeUert, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burns. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
amendment  made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in 
this  Bill  :— 

"  To  add  to  clause  6  the  following  subsection : 
'  Any  person  beine  a  Superintendent  of  any  pro- 
vince, or  any  member  of  any  Frovincial  Executive 
Council,  who  shall  have  been  such  Superinten- 
dent or  member  of  Executive  Council  during  the 
whole  of  the  present  session  of  Farliament,  and 
who  shall  be  liolding  such  oiBce  at  Uie  time  of 
the  complete  coming  into  force  of  '  Tbe  Abolition 
of  Provinces  Act,  1876.*" 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  explained  that  tbif  was  tti 
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addifcioa  lo  the  num^ftiaaa  tern  diaqiudifieatioii 
of  memben,  for  a  jpenod  of  tweWe  months  ttftar 
aMiing  to  be  nMniMn  of  the  0enenl  ABsembly, 
to  take  any  office  under  the  QoTernment.  He 
would  moTO,  That  the  amendment  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RBTNOLDS  waa  not  disposed  to  ag:reo 
with  the  amendments  made  in  this  Bill.  This 
section  disqualified  any  person,  being  a  member  of 
the  Legislatire  Oouncil  or  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tiyes,  for  a  period  of  twelre  months  after  he 
ceased  to  be  such  a  member,  from  accepting  any 
office,  commission,  or  employment  as  Tnerred  to 
in  the  4th  section  of  the  Bill ;  and  if  he  did  ac- 
cept such  an  empbyment,  he  would  forfeit  a 
penalty  of  £60  for  e?ery  week  he  held  such  office. 
The  16th  section  of  the  Bill  exempted  members 
of  both  Houses  who  became  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  Agent-Ghenend )  but  since 
the  passing  of  the  Biu  through  the  House  a 
proTision  had  been  inserted  as  follows  : — 

"Any  person  being  a  Superintendent  of  any 
prorince,  or  any  member  of  any  Frovinoial  Eze- 
entire  Council,  who  shall  have  been  such  Superin- 
tendent or  member  of  Executive  Council  during 
the  whole  of  the  present  session  of  Parliament, 
and  who  shall  be  holding  such  office  at  the  time 
of  the  complete  coming  into  force  of  '  The  Aboli- 
tion of  FroTinces  Act,  1876.'  " 

There  might  be  some  reason  with  regard  to 
Superintendents ;  but  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
it  should  apply  to  members  of  the  Executive 
Council  any  more  than  members  of  Provincial 
Councils.  They  might  as  well  include  in  the 
exemptions  members  of  the  Provincial  Councils, 
Boad  Boards,  or  of  any  other  public  body.  He 
trusted  the  House  would  disagree  with  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBT  said  there  was  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  the  minds  of  honorable  mem- 
bers as  to  the  meaning  of  the  amendments.  He 
wished  to  know  if  it  meant  any  specified  period, 
or  if  it  meant  that,  if  those  gentlemen  referred  to 
accepted  office,  they  nmst  resign  their  scats  in  the 
Houee.  The  amendment  seemed  to  be  very  ob- 
scure. Perhaps  the  Postmaster-General  would 
exnlain  it 

Mr.  SW ANSON  taid  his  impression  on  hear- 
ing the  amendment  read  was  that  the  persons 
referred  to  must  resign  their  seats  if  they  accepted 
office;  but  they  would  not  be  subject  to  any 
penalty.  He  would  like  to  have  an  explanation 
of  the  amendment  before  being  called  upon 
to  vote. 

Mr.  THOMSON  thought  that  the  cUuse,  as 
proposed  to  be  amended,  should  be  printed.  So 
lar  as  he  understood  it,  it  meant  that  the  Govern- 
ment might  continue  the  Executive  Council  in 
office  for  the  next  twelve  months  or  for  all  time. 

Mr.  BUBNS  wished  to  understand  if  this  was 
the  moaning  of  the  clause:  that  any  member  of 
a  ProTinoisI  Executive  or  Superintendent,  not- 
withstanding his  being  a  memher  of  the  House, 
«>nld  reeeive  an  appointment  under  the  Crown. 
If  that  was  the  meanine  of  the  amendment,  it 
was  wrong,  and  he  would  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  B&ANDON  said  the  amendment  did  not 
IBdaUs  tAmn  to  hold  thair  seats  in  the  Assembly 


if  thev aooapied  office;  they  mint  rangn,  but  tkef 
would  not  be  subject  to  any  penalty. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  thought  it  was  desinble  thsl 
the  Gh>vemment  should  have  the  power  to  eoh 
ploy  Superintendents  and  Provincial  ExecotiTc 
officers  for  a  month  or  two  after  the  AboliUos 
Act  came  into  force.  U  would  be  well  if  ibe 
l^ostmaster-G^neral  would  introduce  schdc  {mto* 
vision  in  the  Bill  to  limit  the  operation  of  the 
disqualifioation  relating;  to  Supenntendeots  snd 
provincial  officers  for  six  months.  Suoh  a  pien- 
sion  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  that  oould  notbedoM 
now.  All  the  House  conld  do  would  be  to  di^ 
agree  with  the  amendments.  The  ameodmsDt 
suggested  could  be  made  in  the  other  braoeh  of 
the  Legislature. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  said  if  the  Postmaster-Genenl 
could  not  meet  that  difficulty,  he  would  be  bound 
to  vote  against  agreeing  with  the  amendment. 

Bfr.  HUNTEB  would  support  Uie  amend- 
ment. The  General  Government  would  hare  s 
|;reat  deal  to  do,  and  the  services  of  the  Super 
intendents  and  members  of  Provincial  Executlrea 
would  be  very  valuable  to  the  Government  At 
he  understood  the  danse  as  amended,  the 
General  Government  could  avail  themselres  of 
their  services.  He  did  not  think  it  fair  to  tic 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  The  clause  iiras  s 
fair  one,  which,  under  the  present  circumstancea 
of  the  country,  recommended  itself  to  the  favour 
able  consideration  of  the  House. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  trusted  the  amendment  would 
not  be  agreed  to.  The  House  had  distinctly 
settled  that  this  was  not  to  be  done.  Ike 
simple  meaning  of  the  amendment  was  to  ploee 
Superintendents  and  members  of  Provincial 
Executives  exactly  in  the  same  position  as  the 
Agent-General  was  placed  in,  or  members  of  the 
House  who  accepted  the  office  of  Judge.  He 
hoped  such  an  amendmeut  would  not  be  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  the  greatest  diiBcuU; 
they  had  in  arrivmg  at  a  oondosion  on  tiui 
question  was  owing  to  the  hct  that  it  wss  not 
sufficientlv  explained,  and  it  did  not  explain 
itself.  The  Act  exempted  medical  men  firon 
disqualifioation,  and  it  was  now  proposed  te 
exempt  also  Superintendents  and  members  of 
the  Provincial  Executive  Councils.  If  ^ 
exemption  were  only  to  operate  for  the  ensuing 
^ear,  he  would  certainly  be  inoUned  to  support 
it ;  but  if  it  were  to  have  permanent  effect,  he 
would  oppose  it. 

Mr.  SHBIMSEI  said,  as  the  Act  exempted 
lawyers  and  others,  he  did  not  see  wby  ssc* 
tioneers,  who  paid  £60  for  their  licenses,  should 
not  be  exempted. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  amendment  msde  br 
the  Legislative  Council  be  agreed  toj"  ^9^^ 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result : — 


Ayes 

Noes 

Majority  for 


31 
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Ans. 


Major  AtkixuoDi 

Hr.Baiff, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Boimy, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  GarringtoB, 

Mr.  Feara, 

Mr.  Oarfcif, 

Mr.  Bichardfloo, 

Mr.  Bo  Laotoor, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Sir  B.  Bouglaa, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  FitRoy, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  T^witi, 

Mr.  Hiil^, 

Mr.  HuntbouBe,   • 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Jojoe, 

Mr.  Wooloook. 

Mr.KeUy. 
Captain  Kenny, 

TelUrt, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Lamaob, 

Mr.  Hunter. 

No 

Bf. 

Mr.Baigent, 

Mr.  O'Borke, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Bryoe, 

Mr.Seaton, 

Mr.  Diffnan, 

Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Fuher, 

Mr.Stereni, 

Mr.  Qibbe, 

Mr.  Swaneon, 

Sira.  Orey, 

Mr.  HamUn, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Manden, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

TelUr$, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Morray-Ayneley, 

Mr.  Reynolds. 

The  amendment  was  oonsequently  agreed  to. 

SABTOBIS,  BOWKB,  AND  OTHBBS  CLAIM 
BILL. 
M^  ATKINSON,  in  moTing  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  introduced  to  giye 
effect  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  passed  a  short 
time  ago,  directing  the  Ch>Temment  to  enter  into 
neiptiations  with  those  claimants  under  an  Act 
whioh  was  passed  in  1872.  After  consultation 
with  the  Provineial  GoTsmment  of  Tanuukki  and 
with  the  Superintendent  of  that  prorince,  who 
also  represented  the  claimants,  the  Gt>vemment 
presented  this  Bill  for  the  consideration  of  the 
fiouse.  It  was  proposed  to  set  apart  a  block  of 
land  whioh  was  one  of  the  beet  blocks  arsilable 
for  the  purpoee  at  the  present  time,  and  to  allow 
the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Tuanakt  to  fix  the 
conditions,  and  the  price  of  the  land  which  the 
claimants  were  to  take.  As  honorable  mem- 
bers were  aware,  the  claim  and  award  were  for 
land  which  was  confiscated,  and  sold  by  the 
colony  I  and  therefore  the  prorincial  authorities 
of  Tauranaki  had  always  considered  it  was  an 
unfair  thing  to  charge  those  awards  against 
the  land  of  the  proTinoe,  as  the  land  for  which 
compensation  was  eiyen  had  been  appropriated 
by  the  colony,  and  sold  or  giren  back  to  the 
Maoris,  or  granted  to  military  settlers.  The  total 
amount  of  the  award  was  slightly  under  £18»000 ; 
and  it  was  tiierefore  proposed  by  this  Bill  that 
the  colony  should  recoup  the  proyince  one-third 
of  that  amount,  in  order  that  tne  road  passing  by 
this  land,  whi^  was  the  main  road  from  Waitara 
to  Fiitea,  and  a  most  important  road  in  eyeiy 
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respect,  might  haye  a  oertain  expenditure  upon 
it  in  order  to  carry  out  the  settlement  of  the 
country.  Honorable  members  were  aware  that 
the  Land  Fund  of  Taranaki  was  yeiy  smaU,  thAt 
all  its  land  now  open  for  sale  was  bush  land, 
and  that,  unless  some  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
land  were  deyoted  to  the  opening  up  of  the  road, 
settlement  would  be  stopped.  Had  the  Assembly 
not  passed  the  Act  of  1872,  the  claims  of  these 
persons  would  haye  been  settled  under  the  law 
that  then  existed  for  about  4,000  acres,  while  unde; 
the  proposed  arrangement  it  would  take  11,000 
or  12,000  acres  of  land.  As  the  proyince  had 
not  only  to  suryey  the  land  but  to  construct 
roads,  it  was  proposed  to  giye  from  the  colonial 
funds  the  sum  of  £6,000,  m  one-third  of  the 
award.  He  hoped  the  House  would  consent  to 
the  Bill,  as  its  object  was  to  settle  claims  that  had 
been  standing  for  many  years,  which  had  caused  a 
mat  deal  of  discussion  in  the  House,  and  which 
had,  no  doubt,  sot  into  such  a  position  that  the 
colony  was  bound  to  settle  them  sooner  or  later. 

Mr.  BBYNOLDS  must  say  that  he  did  not 
see  his  way  dear  to  agree  to  clause  4  of  the  BiU. 
Seeing  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  be- 
tween the  SujMrintendent  of  Taranaki  and  Uie 
Gt>yerament  with  regard  to  the  compensation  to 
be  giyen  to  these  parties,  he  should  not  object  to 
the  Bill,  but  he  did  not  see  why  the  colony  should 
be  compelled  to  expend  £6,000  when  the  claim 
was  entirely  on  the  Land  Fund  of  Taranaki. 
There  were  other  parts  of  the  cdony  where  such 
allowances  had  been  made.  In  Otago  claims 
wore  preferred  in  a  similar  wa^ — ^for  example,  in 
the  case  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Ju>nee ;  but  the  Pro- 
yince of  Otaso  neyer  sought  any  money  compen- 
sation from  the  colony,  but  at  once  granted  per- 
mission to  select  the  land  which  the  House  had 
oontidered  necessary  to  be  giyen  as  compensation. 
He  trusted  the  honorable  member  in  eharffo  of 
the  Bill  would,  in  Committee,  consent  to  Mimi- 
nate  the  section. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  hoped  members  of  the  House 
would  not  entertain  the  opinions  expressed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  jPort  Chalmers.  His 
own  opinion  was  that  the  proyince  mi^jht  haye 
asked  eyen  hisher  terms.  The  circumstances 
were  not  at  aU  similar  to  those  to  which  the 
honorable  member  had  referred.  In  that  pro* 
yince  and  other  proyine6s,  any  claim  upon  Che 
land  must  be  disuiarged,  and  yeiy  properly  tfo, 
by  the  proyince  alone ;  but  in  this  case  the  colony 
had  taken  away  the  land  frcmi  the  proyince. 
There  was  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  colony 
had  taken  land  to  a  mater  amount  than  £8,000 
away  from  the  Proyince  of  Taranaki.  If  that 
had  not  been  so,  it  would  haye  been  idle  to  haye 
expected  tiie  House  to  haye  recognised  any 
liability  on  the  part  of  the  colony  in  respect  to 
this  matter.  Tbe  mode  in  which  the  compensa- 
tion was  proposed  to  be  giyen  appeared  to  him  to 
be  the  most  judicious  way  that  could  be  deyised, 
for  it  would  lAd  to  opening  up  the  country  for 
settlement.  The  colony  haying  taken  from  the 
proyince  much  more  land  than  would  be  equal 
m  yalue  to  this  sum,  it  was  but  just  that  the 
colony  should  make  some  recognition  of  that 
by  giying  a  grant  of  money,  not  for  pronnoial 
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departmental  pnrpoees,  but  for  ODening  up  the 
ooantiy  in  a  manner  that  would  lead  to  further 
■ales  of  land.  He  trusted  the  honorable  member 
wonld  not  perserere  in  his  opposition  to  this 
clause.  Those  who  represented  the  province 
might  haye  asked  for  one-half  of  the  Talue  of  the 
land,  instead  of  one-third,  to  be  expended  in  such 
a  judicious  manner  as  that  proposed. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  the  colony  had  not  taken 
awaj  the  land  from  the  Frorince  of  Taranaki. 
The  land  had  been  obtained  at  tbe  cost  of  the 
oolonji  and  not  at  the  cost  of  the  province; 
and  therefore,  when  the  land  ceased  to  be  the 
property  of  the  Katire  owners,  it  became  the 
property  of  the  colony.  He  did  not  see  how  it 
could  be  said  that  the  Oolonial  GK>Temment  had 
taken  something  away  from  the  Froyince  of 
Taranaki.  If  that  was  tbe  only  reason  wh^  this 
.  expenditure  of  £6,000  should  be  agreed  to,  it  was 
a  very  poor  reason ;  and  be  would  like  to  hear  a 
better  one  before  he  agreed  to  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MXJBB AT  said  that  when  he  read  oyer  this 
Bill  he  tfaouffht  the  clause  had  slipped  into  it  by 
some  oyersi^t,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  hear 
the  statement  made  by  the  Premier  that  it  was 
actually  contemplated  to  give  this  large  tract  of 
land  to  the  petitioners,  and  also  to  give  £6,000 
for  providing  access  to  it.  It  looked  very  much 
like  a  job,  as  the  Premier  came  from  that  pro- 
vince, that  this  money  should  be  given  to  it 
at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  colony. 
He  understood  the  facts  of  the  case  to  be 
that  1,500  acres  of  land  were  taken  from  the 
petitioners  Sartoris,  Downe,  and  others,  in  the 
township  of  Waitara,  for  which  they  were  to  be 
compensated  by  ^vin^  them  land  outside  that 
township,  in  the  rrovmce  of  Taranaki.  He  be- 
lieved the  township  of  Waitara  was  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  provincial  authorities  of  Tara- 
naki ;  yet  it  was  asked  that  the  land  bought  by 
the  colony,  and  confiscated  land  acquired  at  enor- 
mous cost  to  the  whole  colony,  should  be  handed 
over  to  Taranaki,  and  also  that  these  petitioners 
should  be  reinbursed  out  of  that  confiscated  land : 
that  was  to  say,  the  colony  was  to  pay  twice  over 
for  the  land,  and  to  p;ive  £6,000  as  a  special 
advant»ffe  to  the  Province  of  Taranaki  and  as 
a  speciu  advantage  to  these  people.  In  1872, 
when  these  claims  were  made,  parties  were  very 
evenly  balanced  in  this  House.  He  would  not 
express  his  opinion  as  to  the  transaction  that 
then  took  place  further  than  to  say  that,  if  parties 
had  not  been  so  evenly  balanced,  possibly  the 
claim  of  the  petitionei^  would  not  have  received 
very  fiivourable  consideration.  As  the  colony 
had  been  committed  to  an  enormous  expense 
in  consequence  of  that  action,  it  was  wrong  to 
saddle  it  with  £6,000  in  addition  to  £17,000,  the 
value  of  the  land.  He  believed  the  House  was 
bound  to  give  effect  to  the  first  part  of  the  Bill ; 
but  he  trusted  that  the  House  would  not  lend 
itself  to  any  such  transaction  as  that  proposed  in 
clause  4. 

Mr.  KELLTsaid  the  honorable  member  talked 
of  saddling  the  colony  with  £17,000,  but  it  ap- 
peared that  the  colony  was  saddling  the  Province 
of  Taranaki  with  £17,000.    The  honorable  mem- 


ber talked  of  the  township  of  Waitara  being  in 
the  hands  of  the  Provindid  Gbvemment ;  but  it 
was  not  now,  and  had  never  been.  Theoolonj 
had  thought  proper  to  award  £17,000,  but  the 
province  could  have  settled  tbe  matter  for  £6,000 ; 
and  if  the  colony  made  an  award  over  and  abore 
that,  they  must  pay  something  towards  it  The 
province  ought  to  receive  £10,000  instead  of 
£6,000  in  oraer  to  settle  this  claim.  HoweTer, 
as  a  representative  of  the  province,  he  had  with 
some  reluctance  agreed  to  accept  the  propoial 
of  the  Q-ovemment,  in  order  that  these  daimi 
should  be  settled. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in 
Committee. 

Clause  4.— £6,000  to  be  paid  out  of  PabHe 
Works  Account  towards  construction  of  roid 
between  In^wood  and  Hawera. 

Mr.  MUKBAT  moved,  That  the  oUuse  be 
struck  out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  stand  part  of 
the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
vrith  tbe  following  result : — 

Ayes         89 

Koes         10 


Minority  for 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Button, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Bfr.  Fitzroy, 
Bfr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  a.  McLean, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
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Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Bfr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  Camngton, 
Mr.  Harper. 

K0B8. 

Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

TeUen, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Beynolds. 


Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Thomson, 

The  clause  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  without  amendments,  and  read  » 
third  time. 

SCHOOL  OF  MINES. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  ot 
Supply, 

Mr.  BABFF  moved  the  following  resolution: 
'<  That  this  House  do  resolve  iteelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  of  an  addretf  to 
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Hit  Excellency  the  GoTornor,  reqaesting  him  to 
place  upon  the  supplementaiy  ettinifttes  the  sum 
of  £2,000,  for  the  eetablithmont  of  a  School  of 
Mines  in  this  colony."  He  did  not  intend  to 
speak  on  the  subject  then,  and  he  trusted  the 
House  would  gfye  him  an  opportunity  of  going 
into  Committee  on  the  subject. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Gbvemment  had 
already  expressed  an  opinton  on  the  subject.  It 
was  one  of  very  considerable  importance,  and 
they  proposed  to  make  inquiries  into  it  during 
the  recess,  with  a  view,  if  they  could  see  their 
way  to  do  it,  of  eitablishing  a  School  of  Mines  at 
as  early  a  date  as  possible.  He  wished  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  in  suggesting  that  the 
resolution  should  be  negatiyed,  he  was  not  at  all 
opposed  to  the  proposal. 

Mr.  BABFF  said  he  was  willing  to  accept  the 
pledge  of  the  GK)yerhment. 

Motion  negatired. 

COLONIAL  FINANCE. 
Mr.  MTJBRAT  desired  to  show  that  the  House 
should  not  go  into  Committee  until  a  grieyanoe 
which  existed  had  been  redressed.  The  matter 
to  which  he  wished  to  refer  had  been  carefully 
considered  by  the  Public  Petitions  Committee, 
and  their  report  was  confirmed  by  this  House. 
The  petitioner  had  applied  to  the  Public  Works 
Deputment  for  redress,  but  failing  to  obtain  it 
he  petitioned  the  House.  He  belieyed  the  Go- 
yemment  now  declined  to  give  effect  to'  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House,  but  intended  to  renut  the 
matter  to  one  of  their  own  officials,  thus  placing 
a  serYant  of  the  Gt>yemment  aboye  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  decision  of  a  servant  of  the  GoYcm- 
ment  was  to  supersede  the  yerdict  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee,  and  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  House.  He  trusted  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  do  justice  in  this  case.  The 
petitioner  had  sustained  an  enormous  loss  throufb 
the  neglect  and  inefficiency  of  an  officer  of  the 
Goyemment.  The  work  in  which  the  petitioner 
was  engaged  had  to  be  carried  on  in  unubyourable 
weather,  and  he  had  thereby  incurred  a  loss  of 
about  £6,000,  the  sayings  of  a  lifetime.  The 
Public  Petitions  Committee  were  satisfied  with 
the  justice  of  the  petitioner's  olaim,  and  reported 
Upon  it  to  the  following  effect : — "  That  a  compe- 
tent and  impartial  person  should  be  appointed  to 
determine  uie  amount  of  the  claims  of  Joshua 
G«odfellow,  in  order  to  their  fitir  and  early 
settlement."  He  thought  the  (Goyemment  would 
hardly  deny  the  justice  of  adopting  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Committee.  He  was  precluded  from 
moving  the  resolution  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
and  he  therefore  left  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  the  Gbvemment,  in  the  hope  that  they  would 
act  fidrly  towards  the  petitioner.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Committee  to  estimate  the  actual  loss 
sustained  by  the  petitioner ;  otherwise  they  would 
have  recommended  that  a  specific  sum  should  be 
placed  on  the  estimates  to  recoup  that  loss.  It 
remained  for  the  Government  to  appoint  a  com- 
petent and  impartial  person  to  determine  the  loss 
which  the  petitioner  had  sustained.  He  would 
leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Gh>yeniment, 
and  trofted  to  th«ir  honor  and  lense  of  justioe 


to  rectify  the  great  wrong  done  to  the  petitioner. 
He  had  intended  to  make  some  remarks  on  the 
position  of  the  finances  of  the  colony,  but  he 
thought  the  present  time  was  inopportune.  It 
was  late  in  the  session,  but,  to  meet  the  wish  of 
some  honorable  members,  it  might  not  be  alto- 
gether amiss  to  refer  to  the  proposals  of  the 
Treasurer.  They  were  now  asked  to  vote  on 
the  supplementary  estimates  the  large  sum  of 
£215,000 ;  and  they  were  asked  to  vote  a  large 
sum  on  the  Public  Workp  estimates,  to  be  paid  out 
of  loan.  His  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Akaroa  had  well  pointed  out  on  a  late  occasion 
that  the  ordinary  revenue  would  not  by  a  very 
large  sum  meet  the  ordinary  expenditure.  No 
reply  was  made  by  the  Treasurer  to  that  state- 
ment, so  that  the  honoreble  gentleman's  argu- 
ments appeared  to  be  incontrovertible.  He  would 
show,  from  figures  taken  from  the  Treasurer's 
own  statement  submitted  to  the  Houie,  the  state 
of  the  ordinary  revenue  and  expenditure,  putting 
aside  all  manipulating  of  accounts,  and  charging 
and  countereharging,  and  supposing  that  the 
whole  of  the  revenues  were  put  into  one  common 
purse: — 

BtATMiaan  No.  S.     £  £ 

Ordiiuury  lerenue,  U  months         ...  1, 710, 8fi0 

Bailwsji       „  , 090,000 

Land  rermiae  from  renti,  deferred 


MjmottU,  fto 161,240 

Bauoation,  rmtt,  and  ftes   ... 


Ordinarj  expenditnra 

lUilwftya  

Bduoalion         

Crown  and  oonllseated  lands,  ordi- 
narr  manacemtnt  Land  Coart,  to, 

ChAriUble         

MonioipalitiM 


72,3ao 


1,886,  M8 
611,616 
213,868 

80,188 
34,270 
160,000 


Treararer't  OTer-esfcimate  for 
tor  (£12,884  z  4),  Customs 

Deflcienciy  on  year 

Bztraordinary  receipts, — 

Land  sales,  estimato 
Bztnkordinary  expenditure, — 

Sorvers,  fto 

Boad  Boards         


Sorplos,  apparent 


£2,690,410  £2,816,146 
2,630,410 

214,796 

61,876 


£ 
£463,960 


6,311 


96,000 


£463.980     £182,016 
182,026 


£271,956 


1876-77— BsnxAffi  No.  2.     £ 
Apparent  sorplus  from  land  salas. . .        271,866 
TTMsnry  statement  of  balanoes  duo 
on  Land  Fond  (for  12  months)  to 

Taranaki £26,260 

Cantarbniy         ...         160,212 

<Hi«o        2.468 

178,960 


it  suplos  land  sales 


Apparent  suplos  Ian 
Defloiency,  ordinary 


92,986 


6,811 


£82,986     £206,3U 
98,986 


Defloiency  for  year  to  be  met  by  Treasniy  bills  '^n7^816 

And  if  to  this  we  add  the  supplementary  estimatea 
of  £215,(X)0,  the  deficiency  would  be  increased  to 
iS888,dl6.    He  would  ask,  was  there  a  piosp60t 
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of  the  Oottoma  rereniM  beiiif  nuuDtained  or  in- 
oreased  bo  aa  to  make  xm  tliu  defioieiiej  P  He 
said  onhesitaiiBAly  that  tiiat  deficienoy  would  not 
be  recouped,  fi  they  oonaiderel  the  enormouB 
amount  of  money  whioh  had  been  spent  on  public 
works,  the  enormous  increase  of  indebtedness,  and 
the  consequent  effect  upon  trade  daring  the  last 
few  years,  they  would  nnd  that  it  was  extremely 
probable  that  the  Customs  reTcnue  would  not 
only  not  be  increased,  but  would  be  largely 
diminished.  He  would  now  refer  to  the  genenu 
increase  of  indebtedness  during  the  past  few 
years,  and  this  was  a  matter  whioh  he  would 
espedally  bring  under  the  consideration  of  honor- 
able members.  He  found  that  increase  to  be  as 
follows : — 

Dabto  due  to  Buki  in  1870 
„      187« 


.  £A,S37,718 
.    0,11B,101 

KortgBfW,  LsodTHasftr         ..'.    ^U4,Qin 
MortM**  nader  old  ■rttem—    

1871-72,  BO  returns  msde  two  yesis, 
My  inereeee  (Mine  m  187tJ     ...    1,081,454 

1873,  eOdted  .l.        ...  £1,417,188 
806,061 


£4^877,478 


1874^ 


1876» 


1,888,104 
878,500 

1,088,887 
8U,618 


681,117 


1,408,554 


Total  mortgage  inoresM 
Total  priTnte 


1,117,864 
4,110,008 


8,864,111 
£18,141,580 


«1S,M1.880       j 
l^QOOyOOO 


Broni^t  forwafd      

DebCa-MinieipalitiM,   Haibonr  and  Bead 

Boards,  fto.,  mt  ..       ...       ••• 
Oolonialdebtinl870.net  ...  £7,186,4 

,.         in  1876,  £16,784,761 
SinUnffFimd          ...      1,106,881 
^^  17,5»,418 

IneieaM 10,158,880 

Genenl  and  prorindal  UaUlitlM 
to  provide  nr.  after  ezhanatiag 
all  antliorised  loans  andbalanoM 
(oTer)         1,000,000 

Total  iaereaM  In  Goreniaent 
debts  and  liabmtiM 11,158,960    11,980.880 


.  £16.g01,gO 


MTbaad. 
.40,000,000, 


Total  debt  ineresM  ainee  1870 


Popalatkm,  875.866  in  1876;  debt  inen 
£67  6a.  Britain  on  81,000.000.  at  £67  Sa.^:^ 
or  about  thrioe  her  national  debt. 

It  might  be  asked,  how  had  this  debt  been  in- 
coned  P  If  honorable  members  would  refer  to 
the  imports  and  exports,  they  would  find  that, 
during  the  past  tmfee  years,  the  imports  had 
exceeded  the  exports  by  £7,060,992.  He  would 
here  refer  to  an  error  which  appeared  in  the  esti- 
mates of  the  exports.  He  referred  to  the  item  of 
wooL  which  was  eetimated  at  Is.  2id-  ft  poond, 
whi<ui  he  thought  honorable  members  would  ad- 
mit was  fiur  aboTC  its  value.  Taking  the  yalue  of 
the  wool  at  lOd.,  whioh  he  belicTed  would  be  the 
real  estimate,  the  value  of  our  wool  export  had 
been  o?er-estimated  by  £1,185,695. 


TSfWW  ZSALAHD.— IXPOBTB  JOSD  BZPOBTS. 


— 

Imperii. 

B^orts. 

Deftoienqy. 

Imijortoper 

Ex^per 

KativesT 

1889 

1876 

£ 

4,841,400 
8*0«9,l7a 

£ 

4,090,134 
4,098,082 

£ 

751,206 
8,886,140 

£    B.   d. 
17  14    4 
19    2    6 

£    s.   d. 
14  19    4 
11    2    0 

273,249 
420,000 

Increase 
Decrease 

8,187,772 

••* 

602,898 

2,684»874 

18    8 

8  17    4 

14^761 

Pounds. 

Ket  Valne. 

Per  lb. 

Batimate. 

Per  lb. 

1870         

1876         

37^)89,768 
64401,640 

£ 

1,708,944 
2,262,660 

s.    d. 
0  101 
0  10 

£ 

8,896,156 

s.    d. 
l*"2i 

£ 
1.186>WW 

Increase 

17,861,777 

658,616 

1866^  New  Zealand  Imports,  10  years  

jjQ    C     M        >f        Exports         „  

.1876  )  Excess  of  Imports  oyer  Exports,  10  years . . . 

1878')     Imports,  8  years        

Exports       ff  ...        ...        •••        *••        ... 


1873^ 

to    C 

1876; 


Excess  in  8  yean.  Imports  orer  Bi^Knts 


£66,407,880 
47,168,088 

£9,339,847 

£82,384^168 
16,323,161 

£7,060,992 
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Nkw  South  Wales. 

Importo. 

Bxporto. 

BurplM.  *        ^^!5.^*' 

Bx^rtjper 

Popuktioii. 

1874 

£ 
11.298,789 

£ 

12,846,608 

£          1     £   B.    d. 
1,051,864         19  16    0 

£   B.    d. 
21  12    9 

680,000 

Quarter  ending  80tli  September : — 
1876.    Exporto,     £581,997    ...      Imparts, 
1875.  „  767,891    ... 


£1,767,207 
2,041,237 


Br.  Balance  of  Trade,  £1,186,210 
1,273,346 


Falling  off,  £185,894  Falling  off,   £274,030 

1876.    Wool,  1,376,364  lbs.  ®  Goyemment  estimate.  Is.  5d.,  £91,299 

@10d.,    67,848 


Value  of  wool  o?er-tetimated  bj  £88,961  for  the  Quarter. 


1876. 
1876. 


Wool( 


I  Is.  2id.,  £108,188,  Exports  September  Quarter,  1876. 
„     @  Is.  6d.,         91,299 :  FalUug  of^  £185,894 

^•^"f.^A       }£U384 


wool  export 


Bi^  of  &U  per  year 


£743,676 


Some  honorable  members  held  the  belief  that 
an  excess  of  imports  OTer  exports  was  a  sign  of 
mat  prosperitjr  in  a  oolony,  and  that  if  New  Zea- 
Und  oontinuea  to  import  more  than  she  exported 
the  oolony  would  be  enriched  therebj.  On  this 
question  he  would  refer  to  Professor  Oaimes.  It 
bad  been  said  that  if  nations  and  States  continued 
to  imp<ni  more  than  thej  exported,  they  must  be 
poorer  in  consequence ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  had  been  pointed  out  that  the  imports  of  Great 
Britain  exceeded  the  exports.  Now,  Mr.  Caimes 
stated,— 

"  Great  Britain  has  long  been  in  the  position  of 
a  lender  to  other  nations  and  her  own  colonies ; 
has  lent  and  inyested  money  freely,  and  been  a 
large  purchaser  of  foreign  stocks.  They  thus 
beoune  her  debtors,  and,  in  the  form  of  profits, 
interest,  and  diyidends,  are  compelled  to  send 
her,  year  by  year,  yalue  to  a  large  extent  for 
which  no  payment  in  return  is  required.  Here 
we  find  the  large  normal  excess  of  imports  oyer 
exports  explained,  and,  in  the  case  of  Great 
Britain,  the  indispensable  conditions  of  commer- 
cial equilibrium,  out  for  which  the  proportion  in 
exchange  of  products  could  not  be  maintained." 

"No  nation  can  continue  to  pay  its  foreign 
debte  by  the  process  of  incurrin^^  new  debts  to 
meet  a  balance  yearly  accruing  against  it" 

He  would  not  detain  the  Oommittee  by  going 
very  fully  into  this  question,  and  would  only  show 
how  the  facts  he  haid  adduced  would  bear  on  the 
fhture  proepeeta  of  the  oobny : — 

1878.— Colonial  debt  and  ooTW«d  liabiUiiet ...  £10,648^94 
liabflitifls  0T«r  Siiets  snd  Mthoriiad  lous  ...         486,860 


Doobtftd 


19,979,744 
Mft,888 


Bxpenditnrs  ] 

to  80th  June,  18! 
1876  to  SOth  JwM,  1876 


Liibmties 

ProTinoisllisbiUties 


snd  Pablio  Works 


£7,081,460 
«>9a9,8tt 

9,761,101 
963,288 

10,7SiS64 
760,000 

CU,4S^8M 


£11,280,190 
lH16i 


Funds  available,  se  per  "  Inunigratioii  and 
Pablio  Worin  Appropriation  Aet,  1876"  ... 

Debt  nnprorided  for 

To  wbioa  will  hnre  to  be  sdded  sny  of  the 
■am  of  £242,868,  pat  down  m  sweli  in 
"Immigration  snd  Pablio  Worke  Appro- 
priation Aot,  1876,"  which  may  not  be 
reooTered. 


Teerij  debt,  obarge  on  debt,  Ae.,  se  sbore  ...    £1,046,000 
Kortffnges  sinoe  1870,  £8,8H112,  r ' 


8  per  cent. 
Knnicipel,  Harbour,  Ae.,  £1,000,000, 
atOiperoi^ 
•     £9,111 


Banks,  £9.116.191  {  Ooloaial  Funds, 
Mj  £4.116,191;  Foreign  Funds, 
£5,000,000— lay  dlTidende  and  in- 
terest, averafe  8  per  cent. 

Non. — Bills  Iff  iwJf  J  U^aSj  kc*,  on 
erops,  stock,  end  it&iioD  Bf^curffin 
by  other  then  bsnkt  not  iuolud^d^ 
llo  mortgeges  bvfttr?  l^l  mclnded. 
Those  inU/es  fetimht(Hl„  ooziiider- 
Sbly  exceed  ell  lotui  bj  roloulsts 
to  colonists,  uid  by  rr>l«Di«le  to 
Cktenunent  sad  oUier  bodies. 


Von.— To  tids  ilu>uld  be  sdded 
remittenees  to  sbeeatee  ni 

a  rery  large  amount,  wni 

be  easily  ascertained,  if  at  all. 


£668,000 
68,000 


400^000 


1,188|000 


£2^178,000 


Kon.— Fan  in  BeptSBBber  qoarlsr,  1878,  £18ik8M  X  4b 
£748«676. 
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He  bad  not  been  able  to  arrire  at  any  eftiinate 
of  tbe  actual  amount  of  adyanoes  upon  station 
property,  and  tbe  amount  of  loans  and  bills  of 
sale,  nor  at  the  amount  of  mortgages  which  were 
due  by  the  colony  privately  before  the  year  1870, 
which  would  amount  to  a  very  large  sum,  and  es- 
timated at  £7,000,000 ;  but  he  would  admit  that 
the  whole  of  that  was  owing  to  creditors  within 
the  colony.  In  addition  to  that,  tbere  were  large 
numbers  of  absentee  proprietors  and  runholders, 
and  he  knew  of  merchants  and  capitalists  outside 
of  the  colony,  men  who  had  nerer  set  their  foot 
in  it,  who  drew  £20,000  to  £30,000  a  year  from 
this  colony  for  rents.  These  would  swell  the 
amount  of  private  indebtedness  to  a  vast  amount ; 
but  excluding  these,  and  putting  it  in  the  most 
larourable  aspect  for  private  and  colonial  debt 
charges,  £2,178,000  had  to  be  sent  out  annu- 
ally from  the  colony  to  meet  liabilities.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  the  exports  from  the  colony 
amounted  to  £4,693,032 ;  and  if  they  deducted 
these  debt  charges,  £2,178,000,  a  balance  was 
left  of  £2,515,032  to  pay  for  imporU;  but 
the  imports  in  1875  amounted  to  £8,029,172, 
thuB  showing  a  defioienoy  of  £5,514,140.  That, 
to  his  mind,  proyed  that  the  colony  could  not 
continue  to  import  so  largely  as  it  had  done. 
Goods  and  property  would  fall  in  yalue,  and 
money  woula  increase  in  yalue.  That  would 
continue  until,  in  the  natural  course  of  trade,  the 
proportion  of  the  imports  to  the  exports  was  of  a 
more  healthy  character.  To  this  enormous  amount 
of  importation,  to  this  yast  increase  of  public  and 
private  indebtedness,  amounting  to  £25,000,000 
during  the  last  five  years,  was  to  be  attributed  a 
lar^  amoimt  of  the  prosperity  of  the  colony, 
which  had  been  attributed  to  what  was  magnilo- 
quently  called  the  heroic  policy  of  colonization, 
and  to  the  great  scheme  of  public  works,  under 
which  New  Zealand  was  to  advance  to  a  foremost 
position  among  British  colonies.  At  that  late 
period  of  the  session,  with  regard  to  the  question 
of  railways,  he  would  not  trespass  upon  the 
courtesy  of  this  House,  further  than  to  remark 
that  the  position  of  New  Zealand,  with  regard  to 
its  railways,  was  vei^  much  less  favourable  than 
that  of  the  Australian  colonies.  There  railways 
radiated  from  immense  centres,  and  opened  up  a 
yast  continent;  whereas  the  New  Zetland  rail- 
ways always  skirted  the  sea  shore,  thus  drawing 
no  source  of  trade  on  one  side,  but  coming  into 
competition  with  Nature's  highway — a  highway 
that  ran  round  the  coast  of  New  Zealand  for 
8,000  miles,,  and  required  no  renewals  or  re- 
pairs. He  would  thank  honorable  members 
for  their  courteous  hearing,  and  their  wishes 
that  he  should  proceed;  but  he  thought  he 
would  not  be  consulting  their  comfort  if  he 
proceeded  further  at  this  late  hour.  He  would 
merely  express  his  regret  that  the  Qoyemment 
had  not  adopted  a  course  suggested  to  them 
last  session.  He  had  refrained  from  taking 
any  part  in  the  diroussion  of  the  political  ques- 
tion which  occupied  so  large  a  portion  of  this 
session— discussion  which  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Legislature  did  not  permit  the  Proyin- 
cial  Councils  to  meet  during  tne  recess.  He  felt 
oonyinoed  that  much  of  the  iU*feeliag,  luUoh  o£ 


the  wrangling,  much  of  the  conflict  of  opinicni, 
would  haye  been  saved,  if  the  Gt>yernment  liad 
adopted  the  advice  he  had  then  given  to  them, 
and  had  permitted  the  Proyincial  CottncLU  to 
meet  to  cuseuss  Abolition,  and  to  diseuBS  the 
Counties  Bill  and  other  measures.  He  felt  oon- 
vinced  that  the  Counties  Bill,  as  passed  by  tlie 
Gt>yemment,  would  neither  finapciaUy  nor  poli- 
tically be  a  success.  It  was  merely  a  tentatiTe 
measure.  He  did  not  blame  the  Govemment  for 
what  had  been  done,  for  he  believed  they  were 
actuated  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  wel£aie  of 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  He  sympatliized 
with  them,  because  they  had  a  yery  diflScult  posi- 
tion to  fill,  and  one  which  should  demand  tbe 
sympathy  of  eyery  one  who  had  the  welfare  of 
New  Zeuand  at  heart.  He  felt  oonyinoed  tiiere 
were  difficult  times  coming  upon  the  oolony, 
caused  by  extravagant  expenditure  both  priTaiely 
and  publicly.  A  day  of  reckoning  was  at  hsuid^ 
and  the  lionorable  gentleman  who  now  held  tlie 
helm  and  guided  the  ship  of  State  wonld  Iia>Te  a 
yery  difficult  part  to  play  in  keeping  it  dear  from 
financial  disasters,  with  the  Constitution  in  raina» 
and  an  enormous  and  increasing  expenditaze  to 
be  met  out  of  a  diminishing  revenue. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House   then   went  into  Committee   of 
Supply. 

LlABILTTIBB  OT  1875-76. 

Chargeable  on  Consolidaltod  Fund,  £76,395. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  sum  conaiated  of 
liabilities  of  last  year — of  votes  whidi  had  not 
been  actually  expended  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  for  which  fresh  yotes  were  obliged  to  be 
taken. 

Item,  Liabilities  of  1875-76,  £76,895,  agreed  to. 

Class  I.— Public  Depabtmevts. 

Legislatiye  Departments,  £9,267  10s. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moyed.  That  the  item  '<  Ex- 
aminer of  Private  Bills,  £200,"  be  struck  out.  A 
great  discussion  took  place  in  respect  of  an  item 
on  the  estimates  of  £60  for  this  officer.  There 
were  about  four  private  Bills  per  annum,  and  it 
was  rather  too  much  to  pay  £250  for  that.  He 
felt  certain  that  the  permanent  officers  of  the 
House,  under  the  direction  of  the  Speaker,  could 
perform  the  duties  of  this  office  without  any 
inconvenience  whatever. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  item  '  Examiner  of 
Private  Bills,  €200,'  be  struck  out;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes  15 

Noes  89 


24 


MJyority  against   ... 

...        ... 

Atbs. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

TelUn. 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Shrimskif 

Mr.  Beynolds. 

1876.] 
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Nosi. 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Biyoe, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbe, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Harpor, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 

Ibr, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgnnson. 


Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Pearoe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Raid,  * 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams. 
Tellers. 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


PAHS. 


Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


Mr.  Bbtnoldb's  amendment  was  consequently 
negatived. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BBOWN  moved.  That  the  general 
words  "  additional  expenditure  owing  to  the  un- 
usual length  of  the  session,"  be  struck  out.  They 
were  entirely  unnecessary,  and,  moreover,  were 
opposed  to  fact.  In  1870  the  session  was  not 
prorogued  till  November,  and  was  four  months  in 
duration.  They  ought  to  be  truthful  in  what 
they  stated. 

Maior  ATKINSON  said  these  items  were 
brought  down  because  of  the  length  of  the  session. 
What  the  length  of  the  sessions  might  be  in  future 
yisars  was  another  question ;  but  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  Yotes  were  justified  by  the  extra 
work  entailed. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BETNOLDS  pointed  out  that  the  item 
"Bonus  to  Clerks,  £160,"  had  already  been  re- 
fused this  session,  and  he  wished  to  know  whether 
it  could  be  brought  up  again. 

Mr.  BOLLESTOlf  reminded  the  honorable 
member  that  this  was  a  different  class  of  expendi- 
ture. Formerly  it  was  put  down  as  increase  of 
salary.  The  Qovernment  now  asked  the  House 
to  vote  it  as  bonus. 

The  CHAIBMAN  said  it  was  not  out  of  order 
to  propose  such  an  item. 

Mr.  BETNOLDS  in  that  case  would  move 
that  the  item  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  BURNS  asked  whether  the  sum  was  to  be 
devoted  to  the  same  object  for  which  it  was  pre- 
viously asked. 

Miyor  ATKINSON  said  it  was  intended  to  be 
paid  to  the  same  officers,  but  not  with  the  same 
object.  Formerly  it  was  proposed  as  a  perma- 
nent increase :  now  it  was  to  be  given  by  way  of 
bonus.  The  Clerks  had  had  to  perform  a  great 
deal  of  extra  work,  and  the  Speaker  of  the 
Upper  House,  at  the  request  of  the  Council,  had 


urged  that  the  sum  should  be  placed  on  the 
estimates. 

Mr.  BURNS  wished  to  say  that  he  voted 
against  this  item  on  the  former  occasion,  and 
regretted  having  done  so. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MURRAY  would  move  the  omission  of 
the  item,  *'  Expenses  of  members  of  both  Houses, 
£6,667  10s."  The  debates  on  this  honorarium 
subject  were  not  very  dignified,  and  he  had  taken 
no  part  in  them.  He  would  merely  say  that  the 
position  of  the  colony  was  not  such  as  to  allow  of 
members  being  paid  salaries.  This  was  not  really 
a  salary,  for  three  times  the  amount  would  not 
be  sufficient ;  and  if  it  was  meant  as  an  honora- 
rium the  present  amount  was  quite  sufficient. 

Mr.  SWANSON  called  attention  to  the  items 
"Mr.  Speaker,  £200,"  and  "Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, £100."  It  was  not  a  very  pleasant  task 
to  call  attention  to  these  items ;  but  he  must  say 
he  did  not  think  those  gentlemen  were  underpaid. 
He  would  move  that  the  first  of  the  two  items  be 
struck  out. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  could  not  understand  the 
action  of  the  Committee,  after  passing  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Government  to  retrench,  passing 
items,  by  a  large  minority,  which  had  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion  been  struck  out.  He  regretted  very 
much  to  see  that  action;  but  it  merely  carried 
out  his  own  words,  that  neither  the  Qovernment 
nor  the  Committee  were  in  earnest  in  regturd  to 
retrenchment.  He  would  support  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Newton  with  regard  to 
the  striking  out  the  sum  for  expenses  of  members 
of  the  two  Houses.  He  thought  that,  seeing  all 
these  items  were  to  be  increased,  it  would  be  far 
better  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  let  them  take  their  own  way.  It  had 
already  been  decided  that  the  remuneration  was 
to  be  increased. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  Speaker  of  New  Zea- 
land was  the  worst-paid  Speaker  of  any  colony. 
The  usual  custom  was  for  tjie  Speaker  to  receive 
the  same  remuneration  as  Ministers  of  the  Crows, 
whereas  our  Speaker  did  not  receive  more  than 
half. 

Mr.  Swakson's  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SWANSON  moved,  That  the  item, "  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  £100,"  be  omitted. 

Amendment  nesatived. 

Mr.  REES  wished  for  some  information  with 
regard  to  the  item,  "  Chairman,  Native  Petitions 
Committee,  £100."  It  was  quite  right  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
should  receive  some  remuneration,  because  the 
duties  he  had  to  perform  were  exceptionally 
arduous,  but  he  did  not  see  why  any  such  dis- 
tinction should  be  made  between  the  Chairmen 
of  other  Committees.  He  begged  to  move,  That 
the  item  be  omitted. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  fatd  this  item  was  placed 
on  the  catimatos  in  consequence  of  a  recom- 
mendation made  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Committee.  Not  only  had  the  Chairman  of  this 
Committee  to  work  very  hard,  but  the  work  was 
much  more  unpleasant  than  that  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  as  taking  the 
evidence  of  Natives  was  very  troublMome.     He 


anfffn. 


[HOVSB.] 


Supflf. 


[Oor.« 


miffhfc  Mj  that  the  Natiye  Petitioni  Oommittae 
had  been  oalled  together  by  the  Chairman  when- 
erer  it  was  poesible  to  get  a  qaoram,  and  he  was 
never  absent  from  his  post. 

Mr.  BOLLBSTON  would  merelj  say  that  he 
felt  certain  the  work  of  this  Committee  was  no 
less  troublesome  than  that  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee. 

Mr.  SHEEHAK  wished  there  were  no  more  ob- 
jectionable items  on  the  estimates  thui  this  one, 
and  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  withdrawn. 

Amendment  nc|[atived. 

Mr.  Mttuut'b  amendment  negatired. 

Item,  £9,257  lOi.,  agreed  to. 

Slectond  Department,  £1,045,  agreed  to. 

Class  n.~LA.w  and  Jvstioi. 

Supreme  Court,  £50,  sgreed  to. 

District  Courts,  £50,  agreed  to. 

Besident  Magistrates'  Courts,  £486  15s.,  agreed 
to. 

Wardens*  Courts,  £287  10s.,  agreed  to. 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  £1,000,  agreed  to. 

FdUoe,  £899  18s.,  agreed  to. 

Qaols,  £2,946  7s. 

Mijor  ATKINSON  m^t  explain,  with  regard 
to  the  amount  set  down  for  the  Auckland  Gaol, 
and  also  with  regard  to  the  following  fote  of 
the  Auckland  Lunatic  Asjlum,  that  £ese  were 
additional  estimates  sent  in  by  his  Honor  the 
Superintendent  within  the  last  few  days.  The 
GoTemment  were  not  at  all  prepared  to  spend  the 
whole  of  this  money ;  but  as  his  Honor  had  sent 
the  estimate  in,  they  would  make  inquiries,  and 
see  what  was  necessary. 

Item,  £2,946  78.,  aifreed  to. 

Lunatic  Asylams,  £19,470. 

Mr.  BOLLBSTON  hoped  it  would  be  open  to 
the  Committee  to  reconsider  its  prerious  decision 
with  regard  to  the  Inspector  of  Ijunatic  Asylums. 
With  that  oinect  he  would  more  that  the  Tote  be 
reduced  by  £1,500,  as  a  test  of  whether  the 
Committee  really  wished  to  stand  by  its  former 
decision.  He  beliered  the  Committee  would  now 
see  that  that  decision  was  by  no  means  an  eco- 
nomical one. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN,  calling  attention  to  the 
item  **  Passage  of  Inspector  and  Family  from 
Bnghmd,  £265,"  would  like  to  know  why  the 
colony  should  pM^  for  the  nassage  of  this  gentle- 
man's &mily.  He  also  beticTed  that  the  amount 
put  down  for  compensation  was  a  deliberate 
statement  to  the  Committee,  **  Don't  you  try  to 
make  reductions,  or  you  shall  see  what  you  will 
have  to  pi^  for  it."  He  would  move.  That  the 
item  £2,865,  for  compensation  to  the  Inspector, 
be  struck  out,  and  then  let  the  Qoremment  do 
what  they  could  in  the  matter  during  the  recess. 

Mijor  ATKINSON  said  the  House  had  in- 
structed the  Goremment  to  obtain  an  Inspector 
of  Lunatic  Ajjlums,  whom  it  had  .been  found 
necessary  to  oogi^  for  three  years,  and  whose 
SMsape  out  from  £nffland  had  to  be  paid.  In 
bringing  him  out,  the  Goremment  nad  only 
been  doing  their  duty.  If  the  engagement  were 
not  carriM.  out,  the  gentleman  who  had  been 
engaged  would  hare  an  action  for  damages 
against  the  Goremment. 


Mr.  BUNNY  hoped,  now  Uiat  the  Inspseto 
had  arrived,  his  serrices  would  be  retained,  in 
order  that  the  colony  might  not  hare  to  psj  him 
a  large  sum  as  compensation. 

Mr.  ANDREW  wished  to  know  whether  tUi 
officer's  salary  commenced  from  the  time  of  ^U 
learinx  England  or  from  the  time  when  he  a^ 
nyed  here. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  not  say  at  prssent, 
but  his  impression  was  that  his  salary  ivss  to 
commence  from  the  date  of  arriral  in  the  cdlonj. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  did    not  see  why  tfae^ 


should  pay  this  gentleman  three  jrears'  laluy. 
He  thought    "      '^ 
with  him. 


He  thought  the  G^Tcmment  ooold  oompotmd 


Mr.  FISHER  thought,  now  that  the  gentlemiB 
was  in  the  colony,  he  had  better  be  kept 

Mr.  BURNS  thought  the  oiBoe  of  Inspector 
of  Lunatic  Asylums  was  an  anneoessary  one; 
but,  as  the  officer  had  arriyed,  it  might  perfaspi 
be  better  to  employ  him  for  the  time  for  whuh 
he  had  been  engaged. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  thought  the  best  tiling 
they  could  do  under  the  dronmatanoes  wia  to 
employ  this  gentleman,  and  giro  him  three  ycsn* 
notice  of  the  termination  of  hie  enAgement 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  thought  the  Home 
might  rescind  the  resolution  which  it  pasied  i 
few  nighUpreTiously. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  agreed  with  that  propontioo. 
He  considered  that  the  Gbyeniment  hsd  gone 
beyond  their  power  in  making  a  thrse  jesn' 
engagement  with  this  gentleman. 

Mr.  S  WANSON  thought  it  would  be  a  great 
waste  of  money  to  pass  this  item.  He  tliought 
the  sentleman  who  had  come  out  should  be  pat 
in  charge  of  one  of  the  asylums  in  the  oolonT, 
and  at  the  end  of  three  years  they  would  be  sble 
to  say  whether  he  was  the  eminent  man  he  vm 
said  to  be.  If  he  were  found  to  be  all  that  he  wm 
described  to  be,  they  could  giye  him  ohar^  ot  aU 
the  asylums.  He  should,  however,  be  made  to 
work  under  exactly  the  same  conditioni  si  toe 
other  Superintendents  of  Lunatic  Asylamt  bsa 
worked  under  hitherto  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  JOYCE  oljected  to  passing  the  rote  for 
compensation.  He  had  heani  during  the  seffiw 
that  one  asylum  in  the  colony  was  not  at  all  well 
managed,  and  he  thought  that  this  ^tlemw 
might  be  put  in  charge  of  that  estaUishm^ 
Then  he  would  have  time  to  Tisit  the  other 
asylums  in  the  colonv. 

Mr.  REID  hoped  this  officer  would  not  be 
made  a  General  Inspector  of  Asylums.  ^ 
might  be  put  in  charge  of  the  asylum  where  the 
most  patients  were,  and  then  it  would  be  ^ 
what  he  was  worth.  At  the  same  tune  he  man 
not  be  made  a  trarelling  Inspector,  with  a  large 
staff. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  aaid  that  no  rote  had  been 
taken  for  a  staff,  therefore  there  would  be  no 
such  thine.  He  felt  sure  that  the  colony  woald 
derire  adrantage  from  baring  an  Inspector  w 
Asylums. 

fe.  SWANSON  would  like  to  know  whether 
this  officer  was  to  be  put  in  charge  of  one  siyla^ 
or  to  be  a  trareUing  Lospector.  . 

Mijor  ATKINSON  said  this  gentleman  m 
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been  appointed  as  Inspector  of  Asjlams.  In- 
spection w(i8  undoubtedlj  required,  but  whether 
ihej  should  merely  confine  the  officer  to  taking 
charge  of  one  asylum  was  a  question  for  the 
future.  In  order  that  the  GoTamment  might  be 
in  a  position  to  judge  of  the  real  wants  of  the 
BSjIumB  throughout  the  colony,  it  was  necessary 
that  this  officer  should  Tiait  the  whole  of  them 
and  make  a  report.  It  would  then  bo  for  the 
House  to  decide  next  year  what  course  should  be 
pursued. 

Mr.  Bollsston'b  amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  reduced,  £17,970,  agreed  to. 

Class  HI. — Postal  awd  TELsaRAPH. 
Postal  Department,  £2,250,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — Customs. 
Marine,  £1,675,  agreed  to. 

Clam  V.— MiscBLLAinEous,  Special,  ahd  Tem- 
POBABT  Objects. 

Miscellaneous,  £16,573  28. 

Mr.  BFBNS  wished  to  say  something  with  re- 
ference to  the  bonus  for  the  production  of  paper. 
He  hoped  the  Goremment  would  insist  upon  this 
bonus  not  being  given  unless  it  was  proved  that 
the  paper  was  made  from  native  products,  and 
not  from  old  ropes,  canvas,  and  thinj^s  of  that 
sort.  He  also  hoped  that  before  the  bonus  was 
paid  to  any  individuals  or  number  of  individuals 
the  Gk>vernment  wotdd  see  that  the  concern  was 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  would  not  collapse 
as  soon  as  the  bonus  was  paid.  He  regretted  ex- 
ceedingly that  the  GKyvemment  had  not  intimated 
some  time  ago  that  they  were  prepared  to  extend 
the  time  for  this  bonus.  He  knew  of  his  own 
knowledge  that  the  fact  of  their  not  doing  so  had 
prevented  the  establishment  of  a  veTy  superior 
mill. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  thought  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  the  "  Dear  Pollen"  business  in  this  class,  in  the 
shape  of  "  Balance  of  honomrium  to  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  for  services  in  England,  £2,750."  He 
would  move  that  the  item  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  JOYCE  would  like  to  have  some  informa- 
tion about  the  item  "  Bonus  to  Colonial  Architect, 
£500." 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  this  gentleman's 
office  had  been  before  the  Committee  within  the 
last  few  days,,  and  the  Committee  understood  that 
by  his  engagement  he  received  a  salary  of  £700  a 
year,  and  was  entitled  to  private  practice.  Ho  had 
a  very  considerable  private  practice  up  to  the  year 
before  last,  but  since  that  date  the  Q-overnment 
work  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  he  (Mr. 
Richardson)  insisted  upon  his  giving  up  his  pri- 
vate practice  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  work 
of  the  Government.  He  made  a  representation  to 
the  Gh)vernment  respecting  the  loss  he  had  sus- 
tained through  his  (Mr.  Richardson's)  action,  by 
which  he  had  been  absolutely  compelled  to  give 
up  nearly  alibis  private  work  to  another  architect 
in  the  city,  and  made  a  rvquest  for  compensation 
in  the  shape  of  a  bonus  of  this  kind.  The  Govern- 
ment considered  it  was  only  right  to  ask  the 
Honse  for  this  amount,  as  he  was  Justly  entitled 
to  it 
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Mr.  JOYCE  said  that  the  explanation  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  did  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  interfere  with  the  conclusions  he  had 
arrived  at  long  since.  In  the  first  place  he 
considered  the  Colonial  Architect  was  a  solecism 
— something  that  they  ought  never  to  have  had. 
Ho  thought  they  would  be  a  great  deal  better 
without  him,  and  he  objected  entirely  to  this 
additional  vote.  He  maintained  that  this  officer 
never  had  a  right  to  be  Colonial  Architect.  Any 
man  who  travelled  through  the  country  must  see 
that  liis  works  were  a  disgrace  to  the  colony. 
They  were  absolutely  an  insult  to  any  man  of 
taste,  and  mere  rude  specimens  of  carpenters' 
gothic.  The  proper  course  for  the  Government 
to  have  adopted  would  have  been  to  call  for  com- 
petitive designs  for  their  public  buildings.  If 
the  Committee  agreed  to  this  vote,  they  would 
bo  proving  themselves,  more  Btu{)id  and  less 
capable  of  judging  of  what  was  right  than  the 
person  to  whom  it  was  proposed  to  give  this 
bonus  of  £500.  He  moved  that  the  item  be 
struck  out. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  could  not  allow  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  to  pass  un- 
noticed. He  was  quite  certain  that  Mr.  Clayton's 
abilities  were  not  correctly  described  by  the 
honorable  gentleman.  Strangers  who  came  to 
this  place  from  other  parts  thought  quite  diilbr- 
ently  of  the  buUdings  erected  by  the  Colonial 
Architect.  The  works  of  that  gentleman  could 
speak  for  themselves.  He  did  not,  for  a  moment, 
state  that  he  approved  of  the  officers  of  the 
Government  taking  private  practice;  but  it 
should  bo  remembered  that  any  architect's  com- 
mission for  the  design  of  the  publio  buildings, 
not  including  the  ordinary  commission  for  their 
erection,  would  amount  to  a  very  large  sum,  and 
in  the  case  of  one  building  lately  designed  by  the 
Colonial  Architect,  to  more  than  the  whole  cost 
of  this  department.  He  thought  it  only  right  to 
defend  that  gentleman  against  the  attack  made 
upon  him  when  he  was  unable  to  defend  himself.  • 

Question  put,  *<That  the  item  be  omitted;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 


Ayes        

26 

Noes         

24 

Majority  for 

S 

Ates. 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  BailP, 

Mr.  Scaton, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  l^ontgomery, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

TelUrM, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.Reea. 

ess 


Sufplff. 


[HOTTSIL] 


%!P^. 


[Oct.  87 


K0S8. 

Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bichardton, 
Iffr.  Seymoar, 
Mr.  Sheeban, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Wooloook. 

Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Lautour. 


Migor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen^ 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Fitzroj, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  KeUj, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Mr.  Lumtden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  G-.  McLean, 
Mr.  Pearoe, 

Paibs. 
Jbr.  4^oMw<. 

Mr.  Bignan,  Mr.  Manden, 

Mr.  Hulop,  Mr.  Tribe, 

Mr.  Hodgldnson.  Mr.  Pjke. 

Tbe  item  was  oonieqaentlj  struck  out 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  moTed  tbe  omission  of  the 
item,  "  Balance  of  bonorarium  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
for  sernces  in  England,  £2,760."  He  said  they 
could  always  pick  out  some  item  on  the  estimates 
which  would  indicate  their  intention  to  effect  re- 
duction. If  there  ever  was  any  public  man  in 
the  colony  who  could  be  said  to  have  been  ex- 
traragant  in  the  enenditure  of  public  money, 
that  man  was.  Sir  Julius  Yogel.  Any  one  who 
had  paid  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  would  feel  oonTUioed 
that  the  amount  expended  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel  in 
England  was  entirely  beyond  all  reasonable  hmits. 
He  would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Oonunittee 
with  any  further  remarks,  but  woold  take  the 
Tote,  which  would  show  who  were  really  in  farour 
of  retrenchment. 

Major  ATKINSON  did  not  think  that  this  was 
a  quiition  of  retrenchment ;  it  was  a  payment 
for  Tciy  important  serrioee  that  had  been  ren- 
dered by  Sir  Julius  Yogel.  However  they  might 
differ  in  their  views  as  to  the  policy  initiated  by 
Sir  Juliua  Yogel,  there  was  no  doubt  that  he  had 
done  a  great  work  in  this  country.  It  was  sim- 
ply a  matter  of  opinion  whether  that  honorable 
esntleman  had  been  too  extravagant  or  not.  He 
Sioueht  that,  under  all  the  circnmstances,  it  would 
be  admitted  that  they  had  a  ereat  deal  to  be 
thankful  for,  seeing  that  they  had  got  so  much  for 
their  money.  Although  the  mission  had  been 
Tcry  costly,  the  countiy  had  saved,  after  paying 
all  Sir  Julius  YogeFs  expenses,  tiiiis  included, 
£2,000  in  the  shape  of  commission  which  they 
would  have  had  to  pay  if  the  loan  had  been 
raised  by  the  Crown  Agents.  Looking  at  the 
services  which  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  rendered  to 
the  colony,  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  pass 
this  vote. 

Mr.  BEES  would  like  to  point  out  that  this 
Tote  was  not  a  balance  of  lionorarium  to  Sir 
Julius  Yogel ;  it  was  an  amount  to  be  paid  him 
as  expenses,  and  not  as  a  reward..  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  had  been  fifteen  or  sixteen  months  absent 
from  the  colony,  and  he  spent  betweeji  £6,000 
and  £7,000  on  his  own  personal  account.  During 
a  great  portion  of  the  time  mentioned  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  was  oi^  the  water,  and  he  most  have  spent 


this  £2,760  after  the  moath  of  Jane.  No  i 
ber  of  the  Committee  would  begrudge  to  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  the  payment  of  reaeonable  ei^ieoMi; 
but  they  were  now  asked  to  rote  an  expenditon 
at  the  rate  of  nearly  £7,000  a  year.  It  would  bi 
a  dangerous  precedent  for  the  colony  to  establuk, 
to  sanction  an  expenditure  larger  than  was  paid 
to  the  English  Ambassador  to  Boasia  or  Fruoe. 
The  amount  agreed  upon  by  the  Cabinet  and 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  £1,600,  and  it  was  Uun 
expected  that  he  would  be  Home  in  July.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  Sir  Juliaa  Yogel  should  not 
have  borrowed  money  for  expenses  which  the  »• 
lon^  was  to  pay  without  the  assent  of  Parliament 
having  been  obtained.  The  sum  he  had  leoeired 
was  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  his  leaaonaUe 
exnenses. 

Mr.  JOYCE  said  that  on  the  last  occasion  wka 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  came  prominently  belars  them 
it  was  on  the  eve  of  his  retirement,  when  he  made 
a  very  pathetic  address  which  silenced  him  QLt. 
Jojoe),  although  he  had  been  opposed  to  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  for  years.  He  ooald  not»  bowerer, 
forget  that  this  gentleman  had  made  a  very  on- 
&ir  use  of  the  colony,  and  that  he  went  to 
England  without  the  authority  of  the  HooBe. 
With  the  example  of  such  a  case  before  them,  it 
would  be  well  for  the  House  to  take  care  that  no 
Minister  should  again  leave  the  oolony  withoat 
authority.  It  was  wronff  for  Sir  Julius  Yogel  to 
desert  the  colony  as  he  did.  He  went  away  and 
incurred  those  liabilities,  and  it  would  have  been 
well  if  he  had  been  made  personally  liable.  Tbej 
had  been  told  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  reCirad 
from  public  life.  That  was  not  so.  He  had 
taken  the  same  lead  as  he  had  before.  He  had 
taken  charoe  of  the  office,  made  men  subserrient 
to  him,  ana  compelled  a  certain  number  of  men 
to  give  him  the  authority  to  go  Home.  Tbo 
House  did  wrong  to  trust  him,  and  would  ^ 
wrong  if  they  voted  this  allowance,  which  he 
ought  not  to  hare  spent,  and  which,  if  it  had  been 
spmit  by  any  one  employed  by  a  private  fi™^ 
excess  of  the  sum  allowed,  would  have  entailed 
punishment  under  the  law  upon  that  person. 

Mi^or  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  under  a  misapprehension  altogether. 
This  money  had  not  been  spent  by  Sir  Juliu 
Yogel.  He  had  never  touched  it»  and  it  was  ibll 
in  tbe  Treasury. 

Mr.  MUBRAY  said  the  cost  of  this  miuun^ 
had  amounted  nearly  to  the  price  of  90,000  acrn 
of  land  sold  by  his  ooUeagmes— the  celebnted 
Piako  estate.  The  total  cost  of  the  mission  hsd 
been  £11,000  for  expenses,  and  £2,500  more  ih» 
the  cost  of  the  Earl  of  Elgin's  mission  to  China. 
He  disputed  what  the  Premier  had  said  with  re- 
gard to  the  advantages  of  Sir  JuUus  Yogel'e  tnp 
to  England,  and  of  uie  saving  to  the  colon;^.  B^ 
believed  the  colony  had  Lost  considerably  in  con- 
sequence of  the  mission.  ,  ^ 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  denied  the  statement  tl^t 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  left  on  his  own  authority.  »« ' 
had  no  desire  to  go  Home,  but  was  requested  by 
his  colleagues  to  do  so,  in  order  to  negotiate  the 
Four  Million  Loan.  There  were  dcbenturee  »J 
Home  which  were  not  being  negotiated ;  vid  u 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  not  gone  HomCi  he  felt  ol^ 
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tain  ihftt  the  oolonY  would  haT6  been  in  great 
difficulties.  He  had  compared  the  expenses  of 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  with  those  of  a  former  Colonial 
Treasurer,  who  had  reoeired  a  special  allowance 
of  £5|849  besides  his  salary. 

Question  put,  "That  the  item  be  struclc  out;*' 
upon  which  a  diyisioa  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 


Atcs 

Noes 

Hajoritj  for 


Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Fitzroy,     . 

Mr.  Qibbs, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Nahe, 


Aybb. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
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Bees, 
Bolleston, 
Beaton, 
SteTens, 
Swanson, 
Taiaroa, 
Takamoana, 
Teschemakeri 
Thomson, 
Wakefield, 
Wason, 
W.Wood. 
TelUn. 
Murray, 
Sheehan. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 

Jbr. 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  0-.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  G-.  McLean, 
Mr.  Pearce, ' 
Mr.  Riohaidsonj 
Mr.  Bowe, 
llfr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Beynolds. 

PAIB8. 

Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Ouztb, 
Mr.  Fyke. 


The  item  was  consequently  struck  out. 

Mr.  AKDBEW  moved.  That  the  item  "Cole- 
man Phillips,  oompenaation,  £150,"  be  struck 
out. 

Amendment  nentiTed. 

Mr.  SHEEHAjf  would  propose  to  strike  out 
the  item,  "  James  Edward  FitsGerald,  bonus  for 
drafting  Bills,  £260."  No  one  could  respect  that 
gentleman  more  than  he  did,  and  he  admitted  he 
was  an  admirable  draftsman,  but  he  was  an  officer 
who  should  not  be  called  upon  to  do  this  work. 
He  was  supposed  to  be  above  the  Goremment, 
and  to  have  the  control  of  the  expenditure  of 
publio  money. 

MMor  AmINSON  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  not  agree  to  strike  this  item  out.  It  was 
true  that  Mr.  SitsGenld  was  a  very  high  officer ; 
but  be  was  ftn  oiBeeir  of  the  Hqum^  and  it  wm 


quite  reasonable  that  the  House  should  vote  him 
such  a  sum  as  that  proposed,  for  he  had  done 
good  work.  The  assistance  he  had  rendered  was 
of  a  yeiy  important  character.  He  could  see  no 
objection  whaterer  to  that  officer  having  been  so 
engaged,  but  there  would  no  doubt  be  a  great  ob- 
jection if  the  Govemment  were  to  pay  him  for 
the  work  without  a  direct  vote  of  the  Blouse ;  and 
the  only  terms  upon  which  the  Controller  would 
consent  to  draft  these  Bills  was  that  if  he  was  to 
reoeire  any  reward  it  should  be  by  direct  vote  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  SHBEHAN  observed  that  Bills  had  been 
drafted  and  sums  paid  to  the  Controller  before 
this.  He  knew  that  perfectly  well,  for  he  heard 
the  predecessor  of  the  Premier  admit  that  a  sum 
of  £100  on  the  estimates  was  to  pav  the  Con- 
troller for  drafting  Bills.  He  looked  upon  the 
proposal  as  indelicate,  not  to  say  immodest.  The 
Controller  was  an  officer  who  was  supposed  to  be 
left  alone,  and  to  be  apart  from  and  independent 
of  the  Government.  He  knew  this  offlloer  was 
not  to  be  bouffht ;  but  they  might  have  another 
man  who  would  be  bought)  and  the  item  looked 
like  buying. 

Mr.  WHTTAKEB  was  quite  sure  that  honor- 
able members  would  ame  that  the  Bills  had 
been  well  dnited,  and  he  oould  say  that  similar 
Bills,  if  drafted  in  England,  would  have  cost  from 
£1,000  to  £1,500.  In  fact,  he  knew  of  one  thou- 
sand ffuineas  having  been  paid  in  England  for  a 
Bill  shorter  than  the  Municipal  Corporations  BilL 
Therefore  the  House  had  received  full  value  for 
the  money  proposed  to  be  voted.  As  to  whether 
or  not  it  was  an  improper  position  for  the  officer 
to  be  placed  in,  he  would  say  that  it  did  not 
make  mm  in  anyway  dependent  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  House  hbd  to  pass  the  vote  for 
the  work  without  any  reference  to  the  Gh>vem- 
ment  whatevw.  The  Controller  had  drafted  the 
Bills  at  night,  and  at  odd  times,  he  having  done 
his  other  work  as  weU.  If  the  House  should 
oome  to  a  resolution  that  he  oueht  not  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  same  manner  in  future,  that  would 
be  a  different  matter.  But  as  he  had  done  the 
work,  it  would  be  most  unreasonable  to  say  that 
he  should  not  be  paid  for  it 

Migor  ATKINSON  would  state  that  he  had 
ascertained  that  £100  was  paid  to  the  Controller 
some  years  ago,  for  drafting  a  Bill. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  be  knew  that,  and  the 
BiU  was  the  Public  Trust  Office  Bill.  The  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  BiU  was  a  simple  matter  of 
pMte  and  scissors. 

Mr.  WHTTAKEB  said  there  wis  not  a  dauie 
in  it  that  was  not  new. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  one  great  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Bill  was  that  it  was  not  a  revolu- 
tionary alteration  of  the  law,  but  an  adaptation 
and  consolidation  of  the  law.  He  would  under- 
take to  have  done  it  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  the  Controller  drafted 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  the  Countiee 
Bill,  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  and  the 
Publio  Works  BUL  He  ventured  to  say  that  in 
Ensland  little  less  than  2,000  guineas  would  have 
pad  for  these  Bills. 

Miyor  ATKINSON  informed  the  Committee 
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that  when  he  oame  into  offioe  he  withdnw  the 
Counties  Bill,  and  a  new  Bill  was  drafted  hy  Mr. 
FitzGerald.  The  Puhlic  Works  Bill  was  drawn 
entirely  by  Mr.  FitzGeiald,  and  that  alone  was 
worth  five  or  six  times  the  money  proposed  to  be 
Toted.  That  Bill  was  the  oatoome  of  an  enor- 
moas  amonnt  of  work. 

Mr.  SH££HAN  said  the  G-oremment  oaght  to 
have  come  to  the  House  and  asked  that  this  offi- 
cer might  draft  Bills,  and  got  permission  to  pay 
him  for  doing  so. 

Mr.  MONXaOMERY  pomted  out  that  this 
was  not  a  question  as  to  the  amount  of  money 
that  was  paid  ;  but  the  Controller,  who  ought  to 
occupy  a  position  as  free  firom  all  suspicion  as 
the  Judges  of  the  land,  had  work  put  into  his 
hands  by  the  Gtevemment  of  the  day.  He  re- 
gretted exceedingly  that  the  work  should  hare 
been  put  into  the  Controller's  hand.  He  under- 
stood the  GoTemment  had  giren  him  work  which 
was  exeeediogly  well  done;  but  no  language 
honorable  members  could  use  would  be  too  strong 
to  mark  their  sense  of  the  wrong  oommitted  by 
the  Qoyemment  in  giving  work  to  that  gentleman 
outside  the  duties  of  his  offioe.  Since  he  had 
done  the  work,  it  ought  to  be  paid  for ;  but  he 
ventured  to  say  also  that  the  House  should  mark 
their  sense  of  the  matter  by  reducing  the  rate  by 
something.  He  would  more,  That  the  rote  be 
reduced  hj  £5. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  did  not  like  to  use  strong 
language  in  regard  to  the  Tote,  because  the  work 
had  been  weU  done,  and  the  GoTemment  had 
done  the  best  they  could  under  the  circumstances. 
The  principle,  howerer,  was  very  objectionable ; 
and  he  hoped,  after  the  views  to  which  the  House 
had  given  expression,  the  Qovemment  would  not 
affain  employ  the  Controller  in  this  capacity. 
He  was  really  the  custodian  of  the  Ministry ;  and 
if  the  Government  would  give  an  assurance  that 
they  would  not  again  employ  him  to  do  drawing 
work,  the  House  should  be  satisfied.  But  the 
work  had  been  done,  and  it  would  not  be  fair 
now  to  refuse  to  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  ANDREW  believed  in  the  ability  of  the 
Controller,  and,  more  than  that,  he  believed  him 
to  be  incorruptible.  But  although  he  might  be 
incorruptible  he  did  not  like  the  appearance  of 
this  vote,  and  for  this  reason :  suppose  they  had 
another  Ministnr  and  another  Controller,  and  the 
Ministry  wished  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the 
Controller,  all  they  would  have  to  do  would  be  to 
place  a  sum  upon  the  estimates  for  some  species 
of  work  done  and  trust  to  their  majority  to  veto 
it.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see  this  item  struck 
out ;  but  he  should  be  sony  in  any  other  year  to 
see  it  placed  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  MURRAY -AYKSLEY  would  not  like 
to  voto  for  the  item  this  time  without  saying  that 
he  did  so  solely  m>on  the  ground  that  the  work 
had  been  done.  In  all  future  sessions  he  should 
oertainlv  voto  against  any  sum  being  paid  to  the 
Controller  for  work  outside  of  his  own  proper 
duties. 

Mr.  WASOK,  before  the  voto  was  put,  would 
like  to  know  what  the  views  of  the  Government 
were  upon  the  mattor.  The  point  raised  was  a 
yffoj  important  one,  and  one  which  the  Govern- 


ment should  not  allow  to  go  to  the  vote  in 

silence. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Goremment  could 
not  raisintorpret  the  views  that  bad  been  expreseed 
on  all  sides  of  the  House,  and  would  take  care  thst 
the  Controller  was  not  employed  to  do  any  more 
draftioe  work.  They  recoggiized  the  danger  of 
employing  such  an  officer  in  any  capacity  outside 
his  own  proper  sphere ;  but  at  the  same  time,  all 
the  circumstances  considered,  they  thought  they 
had  done  no  great  wrong  in  ayailing  themselres 
of  his  services  in  the  recent  pressing  emergency. 

Mr.  FISHER  did  not  think  it  likely  that  the 
Controller  would  undertake  this  work  again ;  st 
any  rato,  he  hoped  he  would  not.  He  trusted 
also  that  they  would  never  hear  of  his  going 
round  inspecting  bridges — a  job  which  was  out  of 
his  line. 

Question  put,  "That  the  item  be  struck  out;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 


Ayes         

14 

Noes         

24 

Majority  against... 

10 

AyS8. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  De  Lantonr, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Joyc^ 

Mr.  Murray, 

TeUers. 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Bfr.Rees, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Sheehan. 

Nc 

^ES. 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  a.  McLean, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.Barff, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Carrington, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Fitsroy, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Tylers. 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  RoUeston. 

Pa. 

ms. 

For, 

AgainH, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Hodgkinson. 

Mr.  P^ke. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  took  the  opportunity  to 
repeat  that  he  felt  very  strongly  upon  this  mst- 
tor ;  and  for  the  sake  of  establishing  a  principM 
he  would  move,  That  the  item  be  reduced  ^  £»• 
The  reduction  would  mark  the  sense  of  the  House 
in  the  mattor. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  item  be  reduced  fay 
the  sum  of  £6  i*  upon  which  a  division  ^^ 
called  for,  with  tiie  £ofiowio^  Nsult  $— 
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Ayes         

Noes         

Majority  agunst ... 


17 
21 


Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautoar, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 

Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumeden, 

For. 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson. 


Atxs. 

Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 
TelUrs. 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 

Noes. 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 
Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Te«chemaker, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Teller. 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Murray-Aynsley. 

PAIS8. 

Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatiTed. 
Item,  as  reduced,  £18,823  28.,  agreed  to. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  fire  o'clock 


LEGISLATIVE    COUNCIL. 

Saturday,  28fA  Oetoher,  1876. 

Fimt  BMdings— Saeond  Reading— Third  Basding—BiU 
DitohargM— Te  Aat«  OoUeee  Estate— Matene  te  On 
— Picton  and  Blenheim  Raniraj— Neir  Zealand  Con- 
solidated Stock  Bill— Wellington  Corporate  Lands  Bill 
— Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others'  Claims  Bill— Doaglas 
Crown  Grant  Bill— Waste  Laads  BiU— Maori  Inter- 
preter. __^^__.-»__«. 
The  Hon.  the  Sfsakzb  took  the  chair  at  half  • 

past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

FIB8T  BEADINQS. 
The  Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others  Claims  Bill, 
the  Douglas  Special  Settlement  Bill,  the  Auok- 
land  Beach  Boad  Grants  Bill,  the  Publio  Be- 
Tenues  Bill. 

SECOND  BEADINa. 
The  Auckland  Beach  Boad  Grants  Bill. 

THIRD  EBADING. 
The  FMea  Harbour  Board  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHABGED. 
The  Ota^  JBdnoalunua  BeaerTM  Bill. 


TB  AUXB  COLLEGE  ESTATE. 

•The  Hon.  Mr.  BUSSELL,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  his  only  object 
in  placing  it  on  the  Order  Paper  was  to  obtain 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary  some  assurance  that 
this  subject,  which  was  of  rery  great  importance 
would  not  continue  to  be  overlooked  among  the 
multifarious  duties  of  the  GK>vemment.  A  Com- 
mittee investigated  the  matter  last  session,  making 
a  patient  and  searchins  inquiry  into  the  subject; 
and  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  which  was 
published  in  the  Appendix,  it  would  be  seen  that 
for  several  years  past  both  the  Legislature  and 
the  Gt>vemment  had  greatly  neglected  their  duty 
in  not  attending  to  these  educational  trusts.  The 
endowments  were  of  very  great  value,  and  were 
scattered  over  different  parts  of  the  country,  and 
he  was  satisfied  that  if  they  were  properly  utilized 
they  would  do  a  great  deal  to  promote  the  educa- 
tion of  both  races.  He  hoped  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary would  be  able  to  give  them  an  assurance 
that  before  next  session  some  steps  would  be  taken 
by  the  GK>Temment  to  cany  out  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  Council  last  year. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
this  Council  regrets  that  no  steps  have  been  taken 
by  the  Government  to  carry  out  the  resolutions 
passed  last  session  in  regard  to  the  Te  Aute 
College  Estate  and  other  educational  trusts  i 
and  uxe  Council  desires  to  impress  on  the  Go- 
vernment the  great  importance  of  the  subject, 
and  its  anxiety  to  see  the  resolutions  carried  into 
effect,  as  far  as  possible,  without  further  delay.** 
— (£b».  Mr.  SuueU.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  hoped  the  motion 
would  be  withdrawn  after  the  assurances  and  ex- 
planations ffiven  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  yester- 
day in  reply  to  the  question  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  He  thought  the  Council  would  be 
rally  satisfied  with  those,  and  would  require  no 
further  resolution.  This  resolution  was  m  effect 
a  sort  of  refieotion  upon  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
as  if  his  assurances  were  doubted.  If  the  reso- 
lution was  based  on  those  grounds,  he  would 
oppose  it. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  he  would 
vote  for  the  resolution.  He  thought  it  was  high 
time  something  was  done  with  respect  to  this 
matter.  At  that  late  neriod  of  the  session,  he  was 
afiraid  to  express  all  ne  thought  on  the  matter; 
but  he  thought  the  manner  m  which  this  edu- 
cational reserve  had  been  managed  was  a  dis- 
grace to  the  colony. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  had  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  Council  expressing  its  opinion  in 
the  manner  desired  by  the  honorable  gentlemao, 
if  it  so  willed ;  but  he  thought  all  the  objects  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  be  gained  by 
moving  that  a  copy  of  the  resolution  formerly 
passed  on  this  subject  should  be  transmitted  to 
the  Government  That  would  give  some  tangible 
ground  upon  which  to  proceed,  as  otherwise  the 
matter  would  be  left  to  his  memory  of  what  had 
been  on  the  Order  Paper.  He  quite  agreed  with 
the  propriety  of  giving  attention  to  the  snlrject, 
and,  as  fiuT  as  he  waa  oonoemed,  he  would  iuid«r- 
take  thi^  tb»t  should  be  done. 
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Tha  Hon.  Colonel  WUITMOSE  boped  the 
honomble  gentleman  would  alter  hie  motion  in 
the  way  euggeeted  by  the  Oolontal  Seoretarj.  He 
thought  the  Colonial  SeoretaiT's  aaauranoe  ouf^t 
to  be  BuAoient  for  them.  The  Council  had 
already  expresied  ita  opinion,  and  it  was  on- 
neoesaary  to  go  into  the  subieot  again.  The 
Council  wiihed  that  attention  enould  oe  paid  to 
its  reaolutionB,  and  that,  ae  fiur  as  poisible,  they 
■hould  be  carried  into  effeot  That,  they  were 
aaeured,  the  Colonial  Seoretaiy  intended  to  do. 
He  would  more  the  following  amendment: — 
That  the  attention  of  the  Goremment  be  called 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Council,  passed  last  year, 
with  reference  to  the  Te  Ante  College  Trust  and 
other  educational  trusts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  hoped  the  course 
suggested  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  would 
not  be  adopted.  He  listened  with  some  pain  to 
the  sort  of  indifferent  tone  in  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman  representing  the  Goremment  told 
them,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  that  resolu- 
tions of  the  Council  not  transmitted  to  the  GK>- 
remment  could  not  be  expected  to  attract  the 
attention  of  that  body.  He  had  Tery  different 
views  of  the  duty  of  the  Gh>Temment.  He 
thought  it  was  established  that  th^  held  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  QoTemment  to  naTe  a  repre- 
sentatire  in  that  Counoili  and  fbr  what  purpose  P 
Was  it  to  take  no  oognisanoe  of  what  took  place  P 
If  so,  they  would  hare  to  get  some  other  repre- 
sentatiye  than  the  present  Colonial  Secretary. 
They  had  no  reason  to  blame  him  on  that  ao- 
oount.  He  did  not  think  it  should  be  necessary 
to  transmit  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Qo- 
remment.  fie  did  not  see  anything  offensiTe  in 
this  resolution,  nor  did  he  see  any  defect  in  it 
unless  the  Colonial  Secretary  rei^arded  it  as  a 
defect  that  there  was  no  clause  in  it  directing 
that  copies  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Gorem- 
ment  if  the  addition  of  such  a  danse  could  give 
the  slightest  pleasure  to  the  honorable  gentleman, 
or  in  the  slightest  degree  protract  his  representa- 
tion of  the  GoTeznment  in  that  Chamber,  he 
would  willingly  have  such  a  danse  inserted  in 
frrerj  resolution.  But  he  did  not  think  they 
should  accept  it  as  a  necessity  that  the  Gt>Tem- 
ment  was  to  take  no  notice  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  Council  unless  they  were  formally  transmitted 
to  them.  He  should  be  sorry  to  Tote  for  the  re- 
solution if  by  doing  so  he  would  cast  the  slightest 
reflection  upon  the  manasement  of  the  (Allege 
Trust  generally,  or  the  educational  or  ecdenas- 
tical  trusts  throughout  the  country.  They  were 
generally  in  the  lunds  of  men  for  whom  he  had 
the  highest  veneration  j  and  if  they  fsiled  occa- 
sionally, he  hoped  their  filings  leaned  to  viitue's 
side. 

•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  the  Council 
would  undentand  that  he  did  not  desire  it  to  be 
inferred  that  it  was  necessaijr  that  a  resolution 
of  this  kind  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Gk>Tem- 
ment  in  order  to  insure  attention.  What  he 
oonreyed  was,  that  it  would  be  oonrsDient  to 
adopt  that  course,  because  these  thinn  were  of  a 
departmental  character  i  and  although  he  miffht 
himself  not  be  wanting  in  attention  to  the  desires 
of  the  Coondli  still  the  same  certainty  of  atten- 


tion might  not  be  secured  as  if  the  document  wen 
recorded  and  referred  in  due  course. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTBLL  said  the  hoiutt- 
able  gentleman  was  perfectly  ooirect  as  &r  st  he 
could  hear  him ;  and  he  begged  to  ^^logize  for 
not  hearing  that  part  of  the  explanation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUSSSLL  would  accept  the 
amendment  of  tlie  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore.  H« 
would  only  aay  t^t^  in  proposing  this  motion,  he 
had  not  tiie  slightest  intention  or  desire  to  ovt 
any  censure  on  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

MATENE  TE  OBE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Captain  BAHUE, 
it  was  ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Matene  te 
Ore  be  agreed  to  \  and  that  a  copy  of  this  leMla* 
tion  and  of  the  report,  and  of  the  reasons  rsfemd 
to  therein,  be  forwarded  to  the  Goyemment 

PICTON  AND  BLENHEIM  BAILWAT. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BATLLTB  moved,  without 
notice,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  reton 
of  the  receipts  on  the  Picton  and  Blenheim  &ttl- 
way  on  Sundays,  since  the  opening  of  the  line, 
and  oi  the  working  expensea  of  the  line  on  tboie 
days.  His  attention  had  been  called  to  a  stste- 
ment  in  an  evening  paper  that  the  sum  of  nine- 
pence  was  received  on  a  recent  Sunday.  As  the 
railway  passed  close  to  his  house,  he  had  u 
opportonity  of  seeing  how  many  travelled  by  the 
trsans,  and  on  Sundays  then  was  not  an  avenge 
of  three  or  four  people  in  them.  The  Sunday 
trains  had  been  opened  in  consequence  of  a  Isigs 
petition  having  been  got  up  in  a  manner  iritii 
which  no  doubt  many  honorable  memben  wen 
acquainted.  He  supposed  that  if  the  retarn 
could  not  be  laid  on  the  table  before  the  seiBoa 
dosed,  it  would  be  made  public  in  some  way. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  had  no  objeotioii  to 
furnish  the  desired  return.  The  usual  caiue  of 
complaint  against  the  Government  was  that  tbej 
did  not  do  enough  on  those  lines  of  railway ;  m 
it  was  something  very  new  to  be  fbnnd  fMut  with 
for  oventepping  the  limits  ci  (tnanoial  pradsnee 
in  their  desire  to  meet  what  were  undentood  to 
be  the  wishes  of  the  oommnnity.  He  hoped  th^ 
when  the  return  was  presented,  the  flgnres  wduM 
be  found  to  show  a  very  much  larger  totsl  thtn 
this  "  ninepence,"  which,  like  some  of  the  jokai 
passed  on  the  Bluff  and  Inveroaigill  Bsil«»7i 
would  TOobaUy  become  historical. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  might  mention 
to  his  honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretsiy  thit 
the  trains  ran  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Superintendent  of  tne  province  and  many  othsr 
influential  persons.  If  the  ntum  could  not  be 
furnished  before  the  session  dosed,  he  thought 
the  Government  mifht  order  it  to  be  printed, 
and  sent  to  honorabb  memben  at  their  prints 
residences. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOXJSB  thooflht  that 
the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Captain  BaiUie  ss  to 
sending  printed  copies  of  returns  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  to  honorable  memben  ^^-J^ 
doie  of  the  MMon  iraa  a  vaiy  good  ooe»   nhsa 
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retonit  which  had  heen  orderod  to  be  prepared 
were  laid  on  the  table  after  the  leMion  was  dosed, 
they  were  ^raotioallT  useless.  He  mored  that  all 
returns  which  had  been  ordered,  but  whidi  had 
not  been  presented  up  to  the  present  time,  be 
printedi  and  forwarded  to  honorable  members  at 
their  residences. 
.  Motion  agreed  to. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLIDATED  STOCK 
BILL. 

*  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  the  papers 
relaftiTO  to  the  inscription  of  New  Zealana  stock 
had  been  so  long  printed  and  in  the  hands  of 
honorable  gentlemen  that  he  had  no  doubt  they 
had  made  tnemseWes  fiuniliar  with  the  question. 
He  thouffht  honorable  gentlemen  would  hare 
recognised  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the 
great  adrantage,  financially,  which  the  colony 
would  deriye  from  the  carrying  out  of  this  project. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  honorable  gentlemen  would 
see  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  taSen  a  great  dead 
of  trouble  in  this  matter,  and  that  it  was  owine 
to  his  actirity  and  exertions  that  the  scheme  haa 
been  brought  to  the  adranced  condition  in  which 
it  was  now  presented.  Honorable  gentlemen  had 
no  doubt  also  observed  that  thero  was  still  a  part 
of  the  scheme  in  a  state  of  incompleteness — that 
part  of  it  which  depended  upon  the  Imperial 
legislation,  and  which  made  the  passing  of  an  Act 
neoessazy  in  order  that  the  Bauk  of  England 
might  be  in  a  position  to  carry  out  the  proposed 
arrangements  for  the  inscription  of  our  stocks  and 
the  dealing  with  our  loans.  A  Bill  had  been 
brought  into  the  Imperial  Parliament  in  its  late 
session,  but  it  had  not  yet  become  law.  It  would 
be  again  introduced  early  in  the  next  session.  Of 
ooune,  without  such  an  Act,  the  scheme  could 
not  be  carried  out;  and  on  that  account,  and 
taking  into  consideration  the  late  period  oi  the 
session  at  which  the  Gk>Temment  had  been  able 
to  bring  this  measnro  beforo  the  Council,  it  had 
been  thought  moro  oonrenient  to  withdraw  the 
Bill  for  the  present.  He  had  theroforo  to  more. 
That  the  Bill  be  discharged.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  by  next  session  the  arrangements  with  the 
Bank  of  Endand,  which  he  had  referred  to,  would 
be  completed,  and  at  an  early  period  of  the  next 
session  the  Goremment  would  bring  the  Bill 
beforo  the  C^eneral  Assembly  again. 

Bill  dischar^. 

On  the  motion  that  the  Bill  be  withdrawn, 

•The  Hon.  J.  JOHNSTON  had  no  desiro  to 
nnderralue  the  serrices  which  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
had  rondered  to  the  colony  while  he  was  in  Ens- 
land,  in  the  diroction  of  the  inscription  of  stock. 
He  had  hoped  that  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secro- 
tary  would  hare  been  able  to  sliow  the  Council 
why  the  inscription  of  its  debt  would  be  of  ralue 
to  New  Zealand.  During  the  last  few  days,  he 
had  endeavoured  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  in- 
scription obtained  in  Europe  and  other  parts  of 
the  world.  He  found  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
national  debt  of  England— the  Consols — was  in 
inscribed  stock,  and  passed  by  transfer ;  that  of 
France  as  represented  by  its  Hentes,  and  that  of 
Austria  as  ropreseoted  by  its  Metalliquee,  wero  so 
also.    He  also  found  that  a  lata  loan  of  Canada^ 


for  a  smaU  amount,  was  in  inscribed  stock ;  but 
the  debts  of  the  other  groat  European  nations, 
and  of  North  and  South  America,  wero  in  bonds. 
The  value  of  inscription  to  New  Zealand  was  ex- 
ceedingly doubtful.  Trustees  in  England  could 
not  invest  in  colonial  securities  until  a  law 
passed  authorizing  their  doing  so ;  and  trustees 
in  New  Zealand  found  they  could  obtain  better 
interest  b^  lending  on  real  security  than  from  in- 
vestment in  bonds. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  could  not  but 
congratulate  his  honorable  friend  the  Colonial 
Secrotary  on  the  amount  of  discrotion  he  had 
shown  in  withdrawing  the  Bill.  It  was  a  Bill 
of  even  a  moro  important  character  than  that 
gentleman  seemed  to  imagine.  The  inscription 
of  the  loans  was  comparatively  a  minor  matter : 
the  principal  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  enable  the 
G-ovemment  to  consolidate  the  whole  of  the  loans. 
He  did  not  consider  it  right  that  such  a  proposal 
should  have  been  brought  beforo  the  Council  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  session.  That  was  a  very 
unusual  ciroumstance,  and  he  was  glad  to  observe 
that  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secntuy  had  recog- 
nized the  propriety  of  withdrawing  the  mea- 
suro.  With  Regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
.Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  he  oould  only  say  that  he 
cordially  indorsed  every  word  Uie  honorable 
gentleman  had  uttered. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  had  only  to 
congratulate  the  country  ufMu  the  circumstance 
that  this  Bill  was  to  be  withdrawn.  It  would 
have  been  a  most  unhappy  time  to  consolidate 
their  loans.  The  oonsobdation  of  the  loans  of  a 
country  of  this  description  should  be  done  when 
that  country  was  at  its  highest  period  of  pros- 
perity, when  its  credit  stood  at  its  highest,  and 
its  prospects  wero  the  brightest.  He  left  it  to 
honorable  gentlemen  to  say  if  that  was  the 
position  of  this  colony  at  the  present  moment, 
and  whether  it  would  not  be  moro  proper  to  try 
this  measuro,  if  ever  tfae^  did  try  it,  at  a  futuro 
and  perhaps  moro  propitious  time. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  bONAB  would  meroly  say,  in 
common  with  other  honorable  gentlemen  who 
had  rooken,  that  he  was  very  eiad  indeed  the 
Colonial  Secrotary  had  adopted  the  course  he  had 
pursued  with  nterence  to  this  Bill.    Without 

Xessing  an  opinion  upon  what  had  fiillen  from 
r  honorable  gentlemen,  he  recognised  in  this 
a  veiy  large  and  important  question.  As  far  as 
he  had  been  able  to  study  the  subject,  it  seemed 
to  him  that,  under  certain  circumstances,  it  would 
be  advantageous  to  have  the  loans  of  the  colony 
all  in  one  form,  and  also  to  have  them  inscribed. 
However,  it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  them ' 
to  do  justice  to  that  very  laii|e  and  important 
financial  subject  at  that  late  period  of  the  session. 
It  was  a  matter  as  to  which  tnere  should  be  a  full 
inquiry  by  a  Select  Committee  beforo  any  conclu- 
sion was  arrived  at  in  the  Council.  Theroforo  he 
had  to  express  the  satisfaction  he  felt  at  the  Bill 
being  witndrawn. 

•  The  Hon.  J)r.  POLLEN  was  suro  that  the 
Council  would  excuse  him  if  he  declined  to  dis- 
cuss the  principle  of  the  Bill  upon  a  motion  f 
leave  to  withdraw  it,  or  to  deal  with  the  questf 
which  had  been  railed  by  hit  honaiabla  firiei 
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the  importance  of  which  he  reeognized.  He 
Trould  be  in  a  position  to  giro  the  honorable 
gentleman  a  Boincient  answer  at  a  future  time. 
Being  desirous  to  spare  the  time  of  the  Council 
as  much  as  possible,  he  would  content  himself 
with  moring  that  the  Bill  be  withdrawn. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

WELLINaTOlir  OOBPOBATB  LANDS 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON,  in  moring  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  some  time 
ago  the  Natires  of  Te  Aro  sold  to  the  Provincial 
Qoremment  some  land  comprised  in  what  was 
known  as  the  old  Te  Aro  Pa.  After  the  purchase, 
the  Proyincial  GoTemment,  in  order  to  utilize  the 
land,  and  to  do  what  a  great  number  of  proprie- 
tors now  did,  cut  up  the  land  into  small  sections, 
and  sold  it  by  pubuc  auction.  The  Corporation 
bought  four  allotments,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
enabled  to  make  a  street  from  Te  Aro  to  the 
foreshore  when  the  foreshore  was  reclaimed.  It 
appeared  that  the  four  allotments  they  had  pur- 
chased comprised  more  land  than  they  required 
for  the  purpose  of  the  road,  and  they  sought 
permission  in  this  Bill  to  sell  the  land  not  re- 
quired. That  land  was  shown  in  the  second 
schedule.  The  first  schedule  applied  to  a  reserve 
in  the  city  of  Wellington  known  as  the  Market 
Beserre,  which  the  Corporation  by  this  Bill 
sousht  to  have  power  to  lease  for  forty-two  years. 
Hehegged  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said,  as  ro- 

gHded  the  first  block  of  land  referred  to  by  his 
onorable  friend,  that  he  did  not  think  there  could 
be  any  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  passing  that 
portion  of  the  Bill  affecting  it.  But  there  was 
another  portion  of  land  referred  to  in  the  Bill 
with  regard  to  which  they  would  require  more 
information  before  they  passed  this  measure. 
The  effect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  vest  in  the 
Corporation  a  block  of  land  the  ownership  of 
which,  as  far  as  he  could  ascertain,  was  at  the 
present  time  uncertain.  It  was  a  piece  of  land 
opposite  the  Te  Aro  Pa,  which  was  not  at  present 
owned  by  the  Corporation.  It  was  presumed  to 
belong  to  the  G-ovemment,  and  Terr  probably  it 
did,  and  he  thought  it  very  right  tnat  it  should 
belong  to  the  Corporation ;  but  before  they  could 
vest  it  in  that  body  there  ought  to  be  some  pre- 
liminary inquiry  to  see  that  thev  were  doing  no 
injustice  to  any  one.  The  right  of  the  Corporation 
to  have  this  land  vested  in  it  should  be  ascertained 
by  referring  this  BiU  to  a  Committee.  At  that 
late  period  of  the  session  they  scarcely  had  time 
to  examine  the  Bill  as  it  ought  to  bo  examined, 
and  he  wotdd  therefore  propose  that  this  portion 
shotdd  be  withdrawn  and  left  over  to  another 
session,  in  order  that  inquiries  might  be  instituted 
and  evidence  taken,  with  a  view  to  proving  the 
right  of  the  Corporation  to  the  property,  and 
establishing  that  the  Council  would  inflict  no 
harm  upon  anybody  by  vesting  the  land  in  that 
body.  As  regarded  the  other,  and,  at  the  present 
time,  the  more  important  part  of  the  Bill,  there 
could  be  no  objection. 

The  Hon.  l)r.  GBACE  thought  he  under- 
stood the  honorable  mover  to  say  it  was  proposed, 


amongst  other  things,  to  give -power  to  the  Cor- 
poration to  lease  the  Market  Reserve  for  forty-two 
years.  He  would  object  to  give  this  power  to  the 
Corporation.  It  was  a  great  pity  to  oorer  every 
piece  of  ground  in  this  small  city  with  baildiogs. 
At  this  rate,  the  eagerness  to  get  hold  of  a  little 
money  would  result  in  making  the  town  perfectly 
uninhabitable.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  in  speaking  with  reference 
to  a  piece  of  land  near  the  Te  Aro  Pa»  alluded 
to  this  special  reserve  or  not.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  that  part  of  the  Bill  which  empowered 
the  Corporation  to  dispose  of  a  certain  portion 
of  the  land  they  purchased  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  street.  That  the  revenue  which  w&s 
not  necessary  for  that  purpose  should  be  utiliKd 
he  could  approve  of;  but  he  altogether  disap- 
proved of  giving  these  bodies  authority  to  lease 
these  reserves — as  he  thought,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  interests  of  the  town.  There  was  no  policy 
so  short-sighted  as  to  disregard  the  future  for 
the  siJce  of  a  small  income  for  the  time. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  intended  to 
support  the  proposal  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house.  It  was  quite  evident  that  the  Corpora- 
tion had  no  title  to  the  land  referred  to,  and 
how  could  it  give  leases  for  a  long  period  of  time  ? 
It  would  be  &tter  to  leave  out  the  First  Schedule 
altogether. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that,  if  he 
understood  the  position  of  this  ground,  it  was  a 
triangular  piece  of  land  opposite  Mr.  Kebbell's 
house.  If  that  were  the  case,  it  was  one  of  tho 
very  few  original  public  reserves  laid  oat  in  this 
city,  and  he  thougnt  it  should  naturally  form  part 
of  the  Corporation  property  ;  but  as  to  giving  that 
body  power  to  sell  it,  that  was  a  very  different 
question,  on  which  his  mind  was  not  quite  clear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON  could  not  dis- 
pute what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house,  in  which  he  believed  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  truth ;  but  if  honorable  members  would  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time,  the  part  re- 
ferred to  could  be  excised  in  Committee. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

8ABT0BIS,  DOWNB,  AND  OTHEBS' 
CLAIMS  BILL. 
•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  had  come  so 
recently  into  his  hands,  that  the  Council,  he  was 
sure,  would  excuse  him  if  the  account  he  gave  of 
it  was  not  so  full  and  accurate  as  he  could  desire, 
as  ho  was  obliged  to  depend  upon  his  memorr  for 
the  circumstances.  The  claims  arose  out  oi  the 
fact  that  in  1872  tliere  was  passed  the  Taranaki 
New  Zealand  Company's  Land  Claims  Act,  which 
recognized  the  existence  of  claims  which,  if  he 
were  allowed  to  express  his  personal  opinion, 
ought  not  to  have  been  recognized  by  the  colony, 
and  made  provision  for  settling  them.  Under 
that  Act,  a  Commissioner  was  appointed  to  inquire 
and  report  upon  the  claims.  The  provisions  of 
the  Act,  if  he  remembered  aright,  were  such  that 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  should  be  con- 
sidered as   really   defining  the   rights   of  the 
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claimanU,  and  as  pledging  llie  colony  to  make  I 
them  good.  The  Commissioner  being  appointed, 
held  an  inqoirj  at  Taranaki,  and,  rightly  or 
wrongly — wrongly,  in  his  personal  opinion — he 
made  an  award,  which  was  proposed  to  be  car- 
ried out  by  this  BilL  The  Act  required  that, 
upon  the  award  being  recoired,  land  scrip  for  the 
amount  awarded  should  be  issued  to  the  persons 
entitled  to  receive  it.  The  scrip  was  accordingly 
issued  I  but  when  it  was  presented  at  the  Waste 
Lands  Office  it  was  found  that  there  was  no  land 
oonyenientlv  available  in  the  Province  of  Tara- 
naki  out  ox  which  the  award  could  be  satisfied. 
The  difficulty  in  the  satisfiujtion  of  the  claims  arose 
mainly  out  of  a  provision  inserted  with  a  specific 
purpose  in  one  of  the  Immigration  and  Public 
Works  Acts,  that  any  land  purchased  by  means 
of  loans  authorized  to  be  raised  under  that  Act 
should  not  be  used  under  any  circumstances  for 
the  satisfkction  of  land  claims  which  had  any 
existence  antecedent  to  that  time.  Outside  of 
this  land,  which  was  purchased  by  moneys  raised 
under  the  Immigration  and  Public  Works  Act, 
there  was  not,  he  was  advised,  very  much  land 
remaining — perhaps  not  enough  to  satisfy  those 
claims,  luthough  ne  recollect^  there  was  land 
found  to  encourage  speculation  for  the  purpose  of 
smelting  iron-sand.  However,  that  was  not  the 
question.  The  question  now  was  simply  the 
carrying  out  of  an  engagement  to  which,  as  it 
was  truly  said,  the  honor  of  the  colony  was 
pledged.  This  Bill  provided  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  claimants  to  select  their  land, 
within  two  years,  out  of  the  two  blocks  men- 
tioned in  the  schedule.  The  claim  was  held  to 
have  rather  a  colonial  than  a  local  character.  It 
was  held  by  the  representativps  from  Tai-anaki,  at 
least,  that  it  was  a  claim  which  originated  out  of 
the  New  Zealand  Company's  affairs,  and  had 
more  of  a  colonial  than  a  local  character,  and 
that  it  should  be  satisfied  by  the  Crown  gener- 
ally, and  not  be  taken  out  of  the  Land  Fund 
of  any  particular  district.  As  it  was  proposed 
to  be  satisfied  out  of  lands  in  the  Provmciol 
District  of  Taranaki,  there  was  a  kind  of  quid 
pro  quo  proposed  in  the  4th  clause,  which  was 
an  appropriation  clause,  that  out  of  the  Public 
Works  Account  the  Treasury  might  issue  and 
apply  the  sum  of  £6,000  towards  the  improve- 
ment and  construction  of  the  road  now  kid  out 
between  the  townships  of  Inglewood  and  Ilawera. 
That  might  be  said  to  be  a  colonial  contribution 
to  the  PMvincial  District  of  Taranaki,  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  largo  quantity  of  land  that  was 
taken  away  from  it  in  satisfaction  of  this  award. 
He  moved  that  the  Bill  bo  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  was  very  much 
surprised  at  the  last  clause  of  this  Bill ;  but  since 
reaoing  it  he  had  had  an  explanation  from  Mr. 
StalFoid,  who  had  perfectly  satisfied  him  that 
this  was  a  tardv  act  of  justice,  and  that  no 
money  could  be  better  expended  than  in  making 
this  road,  and  in  opening  up  the  land  behind 
Mount  Egmont.  He  had  great  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATBBHOUSE  said  that, 
when  this  Bill  was  first  placed  in  his  hands,  he 
thought  ti&ete  muat  be  some  mistake  about  it. 
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He  read  the  Bill ;  and  afler  having  satisfied  him* 
self  as  to  the  first  three  clauses,  he  was  pulled 
up  by  tlie  4th  clause,  which  had  no  connection 
with  the  matter  at  all.  He  thought  at  first  it 
was  some  clause  which  had  dropped  out  of  somo 
other  Bill.  It  was  with  astonishment,  however, 
that  he  found  such  was  not  the  case ;  but  he  had 
lately  received  some  information  on  this  subject. 
After  having  read  the  Bill,  he  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  the  Superintendent  of  Taranaki  in 
the  lobbies,  who  assurod  him,  on  his  honor  as  a 
man,  that  it  was  all  right ;  but  although  it  might 
be  all  right,  he  scarcely  thought  that  such  a  pro- 
vision as  this  ought  to  be  introduced  in  a  Bill 
having  this  title.  It  was  the  introduction  into  a 
Bill  having  one  object,  of  matters  entirely  uncon- 
nected with  it.  He  had  no  hesitation  whatever 
in  saying  that  under  the  G-overnor's  Instructions 
he  hod  no  power  to  assent  to  this  Bill.  If  the 
Governor's  attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
this  Bill  contained  matters  outside  the  title,  he 
would  not  be  justified  for  one  moment  in  assenting 
to  it.  He  would  call  the  attention  of  honorable 
members  to  the  fact  that  the  4th  clause  pro- 
posed to  apply  to  the  purpose  of  a  road — he  nad 
no  doubt  whatever  it  was  desirable — a  sum  of 
£6,000  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Public  Works  Ac- 
count. What  was  the  Public  Works  Account? 
It  was  an  account  to  which  the  proceeds  of  our 
loans  went.  Our  public  works  were  constructed 
out  of  the  Public  Works  Account,  and  were 
paid  off  entirely  by  way  of  Public  Works  Loans. 
Now,  was  this  one  of  the  objects  contemplated 
when  they  sanctioned  the  Public  Works  Loan? 
Would  it  not  be  an  abuse  of  their  borrowing  sys- 
tem were  they  to  sanction  the  appropriation  of 
the  money  proposed  in  this  Bill  ?  He  would  not 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  would 
most  decidedly  object  in  Committee  to  the  4th 
clause.  Indeed,  he  thought  they  ought  to  go 
further,  and,  before  assenting  to  the  Bill,  should 
receive  a  distinct  intimation  from  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  he  would  consent  to  withdraw  the 
4th  clause ;  otherwise  they  would  be  justified  in 
throwing  the  Bill  out  altogether  —  and,  indeed, 
he  thought  that  would  be  their  bounden  duty. 
If  his  honorable  friend  would  consent  to  erase 
the  4th  clause  when  in  Committee,  he  would  be 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill;  hut  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not 
consent  to  that,  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to 
oppose  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  had  only 
just  received  the  Bill,  and  at  first  sight  it  ap- 
peared to  hare  an  appropriation  clause  tacked  on 
to  it.  Under  those  circumstances,  he  thought 
there  was  no  alternative  for  the  Council  but 
either  to  reject  the  Bill  altogether  or  accept  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  said  that  this  was  an 
illustration  of  the  subject  they  were  discussing 
on  the  previous  day  as  to  the  extreme  inconve- 
nience and  improprietv  of  putting  into  a  Bill  re- 
ferrinff  to  any  particular  subject  something  else 
entirely  difierent.  In  this  BUI  thero  was  a  mat- 
ter in  no  way  connected  with  the  daim  of  the 
parties  put  in  at  the  end,  where  it  would  be  least 
expected.  It  placed  the  Bill  in  a  most  unfortu- 
nate situatioDi  for  ho  believed  tiieM  claimv^" 
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their  repreienUtiyes  were  original  purohaaeri  un- 
der the  New  Zealand  Company,  and  had  heen 
waiting  now  for  nearlj  fortr  years  to  reoeire  the 
Talae  of  the  money  they  then  inrested.  Their 
claims  were  now  admitted,  and  justioe  was  pro- 
posed at  last  to  be  done  to  them.  Bat  that  jus- 
tioe was  to  be  stopped  by  this  mischieyous  clause 
at  the  end  of  the  Bill.  He  thought  it  exceed- 
ing^ objectionable  that  the  clause  should  hare 
been  so  introduced,  and  would  certainly  rote 
against  it.  He  would  be  extremely  sorry,  how* 
ever,  if  the  effect  of  the  introduction  of  the  4th 
clause  were  to  prevent  justice  being  done  in  this 
case  by  the  throwing  out  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRBTT  hoped  the  CounoU 
would  reoognixe  the  justice  of  this  claim.  It 
was  evident  the  Colonial  Govemment  had  taken 
possession  of  this  property,  which  was  originally 
made  over  to  the  New  Zealand  Company,  and 
that  they  gave  as  compensation  a  block  of  umd  of 
serenty-five  acres,  which  they  had  subsequently 
granted  to  the  Natives.  The  claimants  now  de- 
sired this  road  to  be  constructed.  It  would  cost 
about  £6,000,  and  the  whole  of  Taranaki  would 
benefit  by  it  This,  he  thought,  was  a  very  fair 
compensation ;  and  he  hoped  the  Council  would 
take  the  matter  into  its  favourable  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  the  Bill  was 
mysterious  enough  without  the  explanation  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
which,  probably  owing  to  the  want  of  information 
in  the  Bill,  had  as  much  to  do  with  the  daims  of 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  others  as  the  4th  clause  had 
to  do  with  the  BilL  The  Hon.  the  Speaker  had 
SDoken  of  the  last  dause  as  an  appropriation 
clause.  There  was  no  doubt  on  that  point  i  but 
although  it  might  be  very  much  in  place  as  a 
clause  in  a  Pubuo  Works  Bill,  it  was  out  of  place 
in  this  measure.  There  was  no  reference  to  it  in 
the  preamble ;  and  nobody  would  expect  to  find 
such  a  provision  in  the  Bill.  It  was  yeiy  true 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  had  distinctly 
assured  them,  on  the  highest  authority,  that  it 
was  perfectly  right ;  but  uiey  had  had  aseuranoes 
from  the  same  high  authority  given  to  every 
member  of  the  Council  personally,  when  another 
Bill  was  introduced,  by  which  the  agent  of 
Messrs.  Sartoris  and  Downe,  who  had  received 
one  section  of  their  property  in  compensation  for 
his  services  in  selecting  the  rest,  left  nis  principals 
out  in  the  cold — he  wished  to  be  understood  as 
saying  principals,  not  principles — ^and  sot  his 
little  Bill  passed  througn,  and  received  his  com- 
pensation on  a  very  liberal  scale  indeed,  far  more 
liberal  than  it  was  now  proposed  to  give  to  his 
principals.  The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretaiy  hod 
hardly  done  full  justice  to  the  claimants.  As  far 
as  he  (Mr.  Mantell)  was  informed — and  he  had 
not  the  least  reason  to  doubt  his  information, 
although  it  had  not  come  from  the  same  very 
authentic  source  from  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  derived  his  information  regarding  Taranaki 
subjects — the  scrip  which,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  was  to  be  exercised  within  two  years 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  was  not  issued  until 
Tvithin  five  or  six  weeks  of  the  expiration  of 
those  two  years.  On  presenting  the  scrip,  there 
were  no  lands  available.    Furttier  than  that,  he 


believed  it  to  haye  been  the  case  that,  from  fhs 
time  of  the  passing  of  that  Act  up  to  the  tims 
of  the  presentation  of  the  scrip,  there  never  iren 
any  lands  available  for  that  purpose ;  and  Um 
promoters  of  the  BiU— he  did  not  say  the  GKirem- 
ment,  but  certainly  gentlemen  well  informed  on 
Taranaki  subjects — ^must  be  perfectly  well  aware 
that  when  the  Bill  was  proposed,  giving  the  right 
of  selection  over  certain  Uuids  at  Taranaki  fort 
period  of  two  years,  there  were  no  such  lands 
available  for  the  purpose.  A  great  wrong  bad 
been  inflicted  on  Sartoris,  Downe,  and  otnenj 
but  the  greatest  wrong  of  aU  would  be,  he  thought, 
fixing  this  tack  of  the  4th  clauae  on  to  this  SilL 
Of  course,  he  bowed  with  deferenoe  to  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker ;  but  he  could  not  think  that  a  lack 
of  this  kind  could  make  the  whole  Bill  an  Appro- 
priation Act,  especially  as  it  was  not  imjdied  bj 
the  title,  or  the  preamble,  that  any  such  tick 
occurred  in  the  Bill.  There  was  no  doubt  thtt 
the  infiuence,  which  must  be  yery  great  indeed, 
that  could  induce  the  GK>yemment  to  introdoce 
an  inharmonious  clause  of  that  kind  into  thia 
Bill — a  Bill  to  enable  the  colony  in  one  instance 
to  fulfil  its  obligations  more  or  less  honorably— 
that  that  influence  would  be  quite  sufficient  to 
get  the  clause  introduced  elsewhere,  where  it 
could  be  done  more  properly ;  in  which  cose  then 
would  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  CouneiL 
He  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  si  to 
the  course  that  the  Colonial  Seeretaxy  shoold 
assure  them  he  would  pursue.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  inconvenience  that  might  arise,  it  would  be 
better  to  excise  this  clause,  rather  than  to  throw 
out  the  Bill,  which  was  absolutely  necesBSivto 
perform  the  merest  justice  to  people  who  had 
been  very  much  wronged.  If  the  Bill  on  iti 
third  reading  came  up  in  its  present  shape,  he 
would  certainly  vote  in  fiivour  of  its  being  resd  § 
third  time  six  months  hence. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  desired  to  say  that 
in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  he  care- 
fully abstained  from  going  behind  the  original 
legislation  of  1872  upon  this  subject  With  re- 
ference to  what  had  been  held  to  be  an  appro- 
priation clause,  he  explained  to  the  Council  the 
grounds  upon  which  that  grant  was  propoied: 
the  grounds  being  that  the  people  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Taranaki  held  that  the  daim  of  Sartorii, 
Downe,  and  others  was  not  of  a  local  but  of  s 
colonial  character,  and  that  the  necessity  ot 
satisfying  that  daim  should  not  be  imposed  inih- 
out  some  consideration  or  quid  pro  quo  on  the 
Land  Fund  of  that  province.  It  was  soggeated 
that  he  should  withdraw  the  appropriation  claoie, 
but  he  had  no  desire  whatever  to  do  that.  « 
would  be  competent  for  the  Council  in  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  that  or  any  other  claaae  m 
the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DOUGLAS  CKOWN  GBANT  BUX. 

*  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the  eecond 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  there  was  an  Act  upon 
the  Statute  Book,  known  as  the  Wellington  Speoiol 
Settlements  Act,  wliich  gave  the  Superintendent  of 
that  province  the  power  of  setting  apart  ^^^.v^ 
land  for  purposee  of  settlement,  at  a  prioe  n^^ 
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■bould  not  be  less  than  that  of  OTdtQary  land  of  < 
the  same  quality,  subject  to  certain  conditioni  of 
occupation  whioh  were  to  be  prescribed.  Two 
years  ago,  or  perhaps  a  little  more,  an  agreement 
was  entered  into  bj  the  promoters  of  a  special 
settlement  for  the  purchase  of  a  large  block  of 
land  in  the  Oroua  oistrict.  Tlie  terms  and  con- 
ditions upon  which  that  land  should  bo  sold  were 
ratified  by  the  Goremor  in  Council,  and  were 
published  in  the  New  ZeiUand  Octette,  They 
were  principally  the  payment  of  a  fixed  priee, 
wliich  had  to  be  repaid  on  the  introduction,  within 
a  certain  time,  of  seyenty  families,  and  settling 
them  upon  a  block  of  land  which  was  to  be  selected 
within  the  limits  of  the  purchased  block.  The 
company  who  had  purchased  that  Und  were,  he 
belieTed,  perfectly  willing  to  carry  out  the  obli- 
gations which  they  had  undertaken ;  but  it 
happened  in  that,  as  in  other  cases,  that  there 
wertf  unsatisfied  Natiye  claims  to  the  land 
within  their  boundaries.  The  obstruction  caused 
by  those  claims  prerentcd  the  coropaAy  from 
effecting  the  improvements,  by  drainage  and 
otherwise,  which  would  enable  them  to  carry 
out  the  terms  of  their  engagement  with  respect 
to  the  allocation  of  settlers  upon  the  land.  After 
the  purchase  was  completod,  the  selection  of 
the  land — upwards  of  7,000  acres — ^was  made  by 
the  Commiwioner  of  Croirn  Lands  in  the  Pro- 
Tinoe  of  Wellington.  The  disability  under  which 
the  nurohasers  of  the  land  laboured,  by  reason  of 
the  Xfatiye  obstruction  to  which  he  had  referred, 
prevented  their  carrying  out  their  obligations  with 
respect  to  settlement  within  the  specified  time ; 
ana  if  the  terms  of  their  engagements  were  to 
be  enforced  against  them,  the  consequences  would 
be  such  as  under  the  ciroumstanoes  he  thought 
the  Legislature  would  not  contemplate,  in  yiew  of 
the  improyements  they  hod  made.  Bepresenta- 
tions  had  been  made  to  the  Qoyemment,  and  a 
compromise  which  appeared  to  be  fair  and  reason- 
able on  both  sides  had  been  arrived  at.  That 
arrangement  was  proposed  to  be  ratified  by  this 
BilL  It  proposed  to  enable  the  Govemor  to 
grant  the  company  who  were  the  original  pur- 
chasers the  fee-simple  of  the  land  enclosed  within 
their  boundaries,  exempting  out  of  it  that  portion 
set  apart  for  the  location  of  settlers.  It  provided 
within  a  certain  convenient  time  for  the  loos^on 
of  those  settlers  on  the  land  on  terms  similar  to 
those  originally  entered  upon.  He  understood 
the  company  had  made  a  very  larse  expenditure 
indeed  upon  the  block.  Last  year  he  was  in  that 
district  himself;  and  he  had  reason  to  know  that 
a  great  deal  of  work  had  been  done,  that  a  great 
deal  of  employment  bad  been  furnished  to  la- 
bourers, and  that  many  improvements  had  been 
effected  on  the  land.  He  would  move  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Hr.  WATEBHOUSB  only  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  his  satis&otion  at 
seeing  tiiis  Bill  brought  forward.  He  thought 
that  the  delays  that  had  occurred  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  disputes  in  this  matter  were  by  no 
means  creditable  to  the  Government,  and  he 
thought  the  whole  affair  was  oalculated  to  create 
an  impression  that  persons  entering  into  exoep- 
tioiud  arrangements  witli  the  Qoyernmeiit  ooold 


not  with  sufficient  safety  rely  on  the  promises 
made,  unless  a  distinct  and  binding  arrangement 
was  come  to  in  the  first  instance.  He  was  afraid 
this  was  not  the  only  case  in  which  there  had 
been  too  much  reliance  placed  upon  the  promises 
of  the  Provincial  Goremment.  Only  tne  other 
day,  he  became  acquainted  with  the  case  of  an 
unfortunate  man  who  had  been  almost  ruined 
through  having  trusted  too  much  to  the  promises 
of  the  Gh)vemment  in  these  matters.  He  hoped 
that  in  future  no  sueh  engagements  would  be 
entered  into  by  the  Government,  unless  they 
were  in  a  position  to  carry  out  in  its  integrity  the 
arrangement  entered  into.  If  the  parties  in- 
terested in  this  Oroua  Block  had  been  men  of  dif- 
ferent standing,  these  delays  would  undoubtedly 
have  ruined  them;  but  it  was  fortunate  forthem- 
seWes  and  for  the  country  that  they  had  been 
able  without  serious  inconvenience  to  stand  Uie 
dehiv  that  had  arisen. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  that  this 
matter  ought  to  be  a  caution  to  any  gentleman 
not  to  enter  into  any  land  purchases  with  the 
Gt>vemment.  He  remembered  that  not  very  long 
ago  an  influential  American  gentleman  told  him 
to  be  very  cautious  about  taking  shares  in  any 
American  enterprise  unless  a  majority  of  the 
shareholders  were  influential  politicians.  That 
was  the  great  mistoke  that  Mr.  Douglas  made. 
He  had  verr  influential  partners  at  the  com- 
mencement, but  he  made  the  great  mistake  of 
buying  them  all  out.  If  these  partners  had  not 
been  bought  out,  this  Bill  would  not  be  before 
them.  The  matter  could  have  been  settled,  and 
many  thousands  saved  to  his  friend  Mr.  Douglas. 
If  Mr.  Douglas  had  not  shown  such  gnat  for- 
bearance, there  must  have  been  a  collision  with 
the  Natives,  and  they  would  have  had  a  little  war 
before  now  at  Wanganui. 

Bill  read  a- second  time. 

WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
•  Clause  4. — Interpretation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATBBHOUSE  moved, 
That  the  words,  "'Selector'  meons  a  person 
making  application  for  or  having  a  license  to 
occupy  suburban  or  rural  land  under  the  de- 
ferred-payment system  prescribed  by  this  Act," 
be  struck  out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result: — 


Ayes        

Noes         

...        ..•          5 
18 

Majority  against 18 

Ates.                       "" 

Mr.  Bonar, 
Iieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Iiahmann, 

Dr.  Pollen, 
SirJ.L.O.Bichardson. 

Nose. 

Captain  BaQlie, 
Mr.  Campbell, 
Captain  leaser, 

Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.Paterson, 
Mr.  ?eter, 
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Mr.  Ghrmy, 

Mr.  HaU, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Johneon, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Mr.  ManteU, 


Mr.  Phancjn, 
Mr.  Rhodes, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Waterhouse, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


The  Amendment  was  oonseqnenUy  agreed  to. 

MAORI  INTERPRETER. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  NGATATA  wished,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Oounoil,  to  say  a  few  words 
with  reference  to  a  complaint  made  on  the  pre- 
Tioos  day  bj  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  regarding  the 
acouracj  of  the  translations  of  Native  monibers' 
•peeohes.  The  Interpreter  did  not  catch  what 
fell  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  in  time  to  in- 
terpret it  to  him  (Mr.  Ngatata),  in  consequence 
of  oeing  afflicted  with  partial  deafness  erased 
through  cold  in  the  head.  If  the  Interpi'etcur  had 
caught  the  honorable  gentleman's  remarks  soon 
•nouffh  to  interpret  them  to  him  (Mr.  Ngatata),  lie 
would  then  hare  been  able  to  reply.  The  proofs 
of  his  speech  had  been  sent  to  him  by  the  printer 
for  correction,  and  he  had  no  fault  to  find  with 
the  translated  version  of  his  speech.  He  spoke 
now  in  order  that  all  the  members  of  the  Council 
might  know  that  he  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the 
Interpreter.  He  had  never  seen  an^  translation 
pf  his  speech  in  the  Waka  Maori  which  hod  been 
incorrect.  Ho  wished  all  the  members  to  under- 
stand that  the  Interpreter  was  invariably  correct 
in  his  translations.  If  he  had  wrongly  translated, 
he  (Mr.  Ngatata)  would  have  pointed  it  out  to 
the  Council  He  had  merely  said  this  in  order 
to  show  what  his  opinion  was  with  regard  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  MantelL 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  subseqnoutly  said 
he  understood  that,  during  his  iU>sence  that  even- 
ing, the  Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata  made  a  statement  with 
regard  to  the  accuracy  of  the  inteirpretation  to 
the  Council  of  Maori  speeches,  which  was  dia- 
metrically opposed  to  the  opinion  he  (Mr.  Man- 
tel!) expressed  on  the  subject  on  a  previous  day. 
He  was  sorry  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata  should, 
either  from  his  own  impulse  or  from  any  per- 
suasion from  without,  hare  made  a  statement  of 
that  kind.  His  impression  of  what  the  honorable 
member  had  said  was  sufficiently  accurate,  be- 
cause he  had  taken  care  to  inquire,  from  persons 
who  understood  the  Maori  language,  what  had 
been  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  un- 
derstood that  the  honorable  gentleman  said  he 
had  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  accuracy  of 
the  interpretation  of  his  speeches  in  the  Coun- 
oil.  Then  he  could  only  say  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  not  behaved  mirly  j  because  he  had 
complained  on  more  than  one  occasion  of  the 
inaccuracy  of  the  interpretation  of  his  speeches. 
As  to  the  inaccuracy  of  the  reports  in  Ransard, 
he  could  only  say  that  the  words  were  taken  by 
the  shorthand  writer  as  they  were  utterod  by  the 
Interpreter.  As  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had 
Only  to  say  that  when  he  heard  a  speech  of  a 
Maori  member,  and  the  interpretation  of  it  by 
the  Interpreter,  he  alwm  detected  a  great  difier- 
enco  between  them.  He  could  appeal  to  other 
honorable  members  who  understood  both  Maori 
and  English  to  corroborate  what  he  said.   He  had  I 


only  farther  to  remark  that,  unless  some  better 
provision  was  made  for  the  accurate  interpretstioii 
of  the  speeches  of  Maori  members  of  the  Council, 
and  for  conveying  to  them  in  their  own  langiiige 
everything  that  was  said,  it  would  be  better  in 
future  not  to  have  an  interpreter  in  the  Council 
at  all.  It  had  been  notorious,  from  the  first  iutro- 
duction  of  this  institution,  that  the  gentleman 
who,  he  believed,  was  appointed  to  the  office  of 
Interpreter  partly  on  his  own  recommendation, 
had  not  discharged  the  duties  in  a  satisfsctor; 
manner ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  he  had  not 
noticed  the  slightest  improvement  on  his  part 
He  would  not  have  referred  to  the  matter  on  the 
previous  day  had  not  the  subject  under  discuasioD 
called  for  remark.  The  Council  had  a  right  to 
ezi>ect  that,  when  the  question  of  the  aocurac; 
or  inaccuracv  of  the  speeches  of  Maori  memben 
was  before  the  Coundl^  he  should  throw  all  other 
considerations  aside,  and  state  distinctly  what  his 
opinion  was  on  the  matter.  His  opinion  wu, 
that  the  interpretations  were  not,  and  never  had 
been,  satisfactory. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  the  Council 
would  perhaps  allow  him  to  make  a  few  lemsriu  on 
the  subject.  As  a  member  of  the  Public  Petitioni 
Committee,  it  had  been  apparent  to  him  formanj 
months  past  that  the  Interpreter  was  not  a  £t 
and  proper  person  to  translate  the  speeches  of  the 
Maori  members.  He  did  not  know  whether  that 
officer  understood  Maori,  but  he  was  convinced 
that  ho  did  not  understand  English.  The  mesj^ 
and  bald  language  in  which  the  Maori  speechei 
and  evidence  were  translated  had  mode  it  evident 
to  him  for  a  long  time  ^t  that  officer  was  not 
competent  to  be  Interpreter  to  the  Council 

The  Council  adjourned  at  midnight. 


HOUSE  OF  EBPEESBNTATIVB8. 

Satwda^,  2»th  October,  1876. 

First  B«ftdiD»— Second  Beadinga— Third  Besdinf{»-0. 
Beftdon—liilton  to LawrenceBailwar— OiTJl SemoU' 
AUowsnces—Mimsterial  CbangM— Dr.  Hector's  8er. 
vices— KAtire  Reserves  Bm-^Nati▼e  Qnmm  Sgtool 
BaUdings— J.  Goodfellow— Gorreepondenoe  with  m 
Becretary  of  State— Supply— Jones  and  McMillM- 
Thames  Pumping  Association — J.  London— I^s^^* 
Schools  Bill— Appropriation  BiU. 

Mr.  Spbakrb  took  the  chair  at  eleven  o'clock. 
Pbatvbs. 

FIBST  READINGS. 
The  Public  Bevenues  Bill,  the  Immigmtion  and 
Public  Works  Appropriation  BiU. 

SECOKD  BEADINGS. 
The  Public  Bevenues  Bill,  the  ImmigratiDn  and 
Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill. 

THIBD  BEADINGS.  . 

The  Public  Bevenues  Bill,  the  ImmigrAtioD  asd 
Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill. 

G.  BEADON. 
Mr.  TOLE  asked  the  Government,  If  UisvhaTS 
ftoy  oljeotion  to  appoint  a  CommiMioa  aoaof 
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the  recew  to  inottire  into  the  Piako  kad  datm 
of  Georgo  Boadon?  He  might  state  that  the 
late  Attorney-GeDoral,  the  present  Chief  Justice, 
•aid  that  Mr.  Beadon  had  some  claim.  Sir 
Donald  McLean  admitted  a  grieTance,  and  he 
believed  that  the  Premier  himself  sympathiied 
with  this  claim  at  the  time  it  was  brought  for- 
ward. The  petitioner  alleges,  that  when  the 
matter  was  considered  last  jear,  he  was  not 
allowed  to  be  present  at  the  Commission,  or 
to  be  represented  bj  Counsel.  It  would  be  onlj 
right  that  the  Goremment  should  appoint  a 
Bpceial  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  case.  He 
had  intended,  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  to 
moTO  for  a  special  Commission }  but  beliering  that 
ihoro  was  hardly  time  during  this  session  for  a 
special  Commission,  which  was  the  only  effioient 
way  of  inrestigating  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
so  intricate  a  ease,  to  make  full  inquiries  in  the 
matter,  he  considered  it  better  to  leave  it  over 
till  the  recess.  He  would  be  very  glad  to  have 
an  answer  to  the  question,  and  hoped  that  the 
Gorernment  would  have  no  objection  to  appoint 
a  Commission,  with  the  decision  of  which  ha  had 
no  doubt  the  petitioner  would  be  disposed  to  be 
satisfied. 

M^jor  ATKINSON  said  the  GoTcmment  would 
not  be  prepared  to  appoint  a  Commission,  as  they 
were  satisfied  that  tne  petitioner  had  not  the 
shadow  of  a  ohanoe  of  obtaining  an^thin^ ;  and 
they  thought  it  would  only  be  doludmg  hun  into 
fiilse  hopes  if  they  appointed  a  Commission. 

MILTON  TO  LAWRENCE  BAILWAY. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  When  the  Tokomairiro  to  Lairrence  Bail- 
way  will  be  open  for  traffio  P  In  1873,  that 
Minister  stated  that  the  line  would  be  opened 
almost  immediately  after  the  opening  of  the 
Clutha  Bailway.  In  the  following  year,  he  said 
it  would  probably  be  opened  in  June  follow- 
ing, and  certainly  by  the  month  of  September. 
That  was  two  years  ago»  and  the  line  had  not 
yet  been  opened.  He  wished  the  honorable 
member  to  state  what  had  been  the  cause  of  the 
great  delay  which  had  taken  place  in  the  opening 
of  the  line  i  and  he  would  also  like  to  know  when 
the  GbTornment  expected  the  line  to  be  opened. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  could  not  give  the  honor- 
able gentleman  a  definite  answer  on  the  subject. 
There  had  been  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  with  re- 
gard to  this  line,  but  it  would  be  opened  as  soon 
as  possible. 

CIVIL  SEBYANTS'  ALLOWANCES. 
Mr.  J.  C.  BBOWN  asked  the  Premier,  If  he 
will,  during  the  recess,  cause  a  return  to  be  made 
and  laid  before  this  House,  at  the  commencement 
of  next  session,  of  all  bonuses,  premiums,  gifts, 
allowances,  or  payment  for  extra  work,  in  excess 
of  their  authorised  salaries  and  traTelling  allow- 
ances, paid  to  or  received  by  any  person  in  the 
regular  employment  of  the  Gkyremment,  or  in 
receipt  of  salaiy  fixed  by  Act,  during  the  current 
financial  year  and  the  two  preceding  years ;  the 
return  to  state  the  name  of  the  officer,  the 
grounds  on  which  the  extra  payment  was 
ptntad,  and  th«  Mitiioiued  TOte  of  pajniMit 


to  such  officer  at  the  time?  The  return  would 
be  useful,  and  afibrd  a  deal  of  information  i  and 
he  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection  to  its  being 
granted. 

Major  AT£:iNSON  said  the  OoTemment  had 
no  objection  to  have  the  return  prepared. 

MINISTEBIAL  CHANGES. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  asked  the  Premier,  If  any 
changes  are  contemplated  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Ministry  during  the  recess,  will  he  have  any 
objection  to  state  the  nature  of  such  contemplated 
changes  ?  He  said  this  was  a  subject  in  which 
all  honorable  members  were  interested,  and  he 
trusted  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not 
think  him  too  inquisitive  in  asking  for  some 
information.  He  wished  to  know  who  were  to 
be  appointed  colleagues  of  the  honorable  ^ntle* 
man  during  the  recess.  He  understood  it  was 
intended  to  make  some  change  in  the  liinistiy, 
and  that  some  of  the  honoraUe  gentleman's  pre« 
sent  colleagues  were  going  to  retire.  He  thought 
it  desirable  that  some  information  on  this  subject 
should  be  ffiren. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that,  during  the  re* 
cess,  it  was  probable  the  Native  IGnister  and 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would  retire. 
Mr.  Urmond  would  take  one  of  those  portfolios  { 
but  who  the  other  gentleman  would  be  had  not 
yet  been  decided. 

DB.  HECTOB'S  SEBYICBS. 

Mr.  S  WANSON  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
lay  before  this  Houae  a  return  showing  the 
amounts,  if  any,  paid  during  the  last  twelve 
months  to  I>r.  Hector  for  special  services  i  ipeoify« 
ing  such  services  separately,  the  sum  paid  for  eadi 
service,  and  the  items  in  the  Approptiation  Aet 
fifom  which  such  sums  were  paid  r 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  be  very  happy 
to  lay  the  return  on  the  table. 

NATIVE  BE8EBVES  BILL. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB^  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  it  came  f^m  the  Tiwrislativ 
ConnoiL  It  dealt  with  certain  Native  Beaeifes 
in  Westland,  where  certain  leases  bad  been  made 
with  the  promise  that  there  should  be  a  renewal 
of  them  when  they  expired }  but  without  the  Bill 
there  was  no  power  to  make  that  lenewaL  The 
Bill  had  been  promoted  by  the  Native  Minister  i 
and  the  Native  people  interested,  he  believed,  in 
that  part  of  the  country  did  not  object.  He 
movea  the  second  reading  of  the  BilL 

Mr.  TAIABOA  had  somethinff  to  say  about 
this  BilL  He  olgeoted  to  the  Bill  because  it  had 
only  just  now  been  introduced  to  the  House.  It 
was  an  important  Bill,  because  it  affMted  Native 
lands.  Petitions  had  been  sent  in  by  the  Natives 
at  Greymouth  against  such  a  Bill,  and  great  com* 
plaints  had  been  made  as  to  the  way  in  which 
the  reeerves  were  managed  by  the  Commissioner. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  agree  to  the  Bill, 
as  it  had  been  brought  in  in  a  veiy  hurried  man- 
ner.  He  thought  the  better  plan  would  be  for  the 
Government  to  allow  the  Bill  to  stand  over  till 
next  session.  In  the  meantime  it  should  be  piinted 
i&  the  Maori  langnay,  aid  eivovktad  for  tbt  ia 
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fornuition  of  the  KatiTas.  TIda  Bill  spadally 
ftifeoted  tha  Natiret  and  their  Uuidfl.  It  wm  not 
confined  to  the  Natire  reeertea  alone,  but  it  af- 
fected other  lands  alio.  The  Maorif  did  not  •/pee 
that  they  ehonld  tuffer  in  regard  to  their  lands, 
and  did  not  wish  sooh  a  Bill  would  be  passed  now. 
He  did  not  agree  to  the  repeal  of  the  section  in 
the  other  Native  Beserres  Act  which  proTided  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Commission  of  Maoris  to 
manace  Native  reserres.  He  thought  that,  as 
the  NatiYc  reserres  belonged  to  the  Maoris,  it 
was  only  right  that  there  should  be  Maoris 
whose  special  duty  it  would  be  to  watoh  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  jSuropeans  in  respect  of  such 
lands.  Froyision  was  made  in  this  Bill  for  the 
cranting  of  leases  for  sixtj  jears,  but  he  thought 
It  was  yerj  wrong  that  those  Native  reserres 
•honld  be  sranted  lor  such  a  long  period  as  sixty 
years.  That  period  might  neyer  be  arriyed  at, 
and  it  really  meant  that  the  land  would  go  alto- 
gether. Perhaps  that  was  in  tbo  mind  of  the 
peofde  who  prepared  the  Bill ;  but  at  any  rate 
that  proyiaion  would  be  the  means  of  depriying 
the  Natiyes  of  their  land  altogether.    The  Maoris 


would  object  yery  much  if  tms  Bill  were  pre 
on  by  the  Qoyemment  The  Natives  would  he  pre- 
pared to  accept  a  proper  Bill  carefully  consi^red, 
but  not  a  Bill  brought  in  hurriedly  and  pressed  on 
as  this  was  going  to  be  done.  The  House  might 
consider  that  if  this  Bill  were  passed  the  Maoris 
would  agree  to  it ;  but  the  Maoris  would  not  con- 
sent to  it  altogether — ^they  would  consider  the 
point  where  it  was  left  to  the  Maoris  to  manage 
their  own  lands.  He  hoped  the  Goyernment 
would  let  the  Bill  stand  over.  The  leases  of  the 
Qreymouth  Native  reserves  had  a  long  time  to 
ran  yet — about  ten  years  s  and  the  Natives  who 
were  interested  ought  to  be  consulted  during  the 
recess  with  a  view  to  obtaining  their  consent.  He 
was  the  Maori  representative  of  the  Middle 
Island,  and  he  was  the  person  to  whom  all  peti- 
tions and  complaints  with  reference  to  the  acts 
of  the  Commissioner  were  sent.  Certain  Natiyes 
who  were  in  Wellington  saw  a  copy  of  this  Bill 
last  night,  and  had  a  meeting,  at  which  they  ob- 
jected to  this  BUI  being  passwl.  He  would  state 
the  heads  of  their  objections.  They  objected  to 
the  Bill  because  the  Native  Commission  which 
could  have  been  appointed  uader  the  former  Act 
was  done  away  with.  They  also  objected  to  the 
lengthened  period  for  which  leases  might  be 
ipranted,  and  to  the  European  Commissioner  hay- 
ing sole  control  of  the  land  which  belonged  to  the 
Natives.  The  meeting  requested  that  the  Bill 
might  be  printed  in  the  Maori  language,  and  cir- 
culated for  the  information  of  the  Maoris  of  both 
Islands.  The  chiefs  present  were  Maior  Kemp, 
of  Wanganui ;  John  Topi,  of  the  Middle  Island ; 
and  Jolm  Jury,  of  Wairarapa.  Those  were  the 
principal  ones  who  were  there,  and  there  were  a 
great  many  others  present.  Their  objection  was 
not  directly  against  the  Bill,  but  they  desired 
that  it  might  be  put  off  to  another  session.  He 
hoped  the  Gk>yemment  would  agree  to  their  re- 
quest^ and  allow  the  Bill  to  be  put  off. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  his  duty  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  he 
had  been  infomied  that  tlue  Bill  had  not  been 


cireulated  in  the  Natiye  language,  and,  under 
those  circumstances,  he  did  not  tmnk  it  ought  to 
be  proceeded  with.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
there  was  very  great  laxity  in  the  way  in  wHi^ 
the  Standing  Order  on  the  subjeet  was  drskwn 
out ;  nevertheless,  if  this  Bill  was  to  be  proceeded 
with  this  session,  not  having  been  circolated  in 
the  Maori  language,  he  was  oleariy  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  in  yiolation  of  the  spirit  of 
that  rule.  This  Bill,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
proceeded  with. 

Mr.  BABFF  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  Bill  had  been  oironlated  in  the  Maori  lan- 
guage, as  some  days  ago  he  was  offered  by  the 
Clerk  a  copy  of  the  Bill  so  printed.  If  it  were 
proved  that  the  Bill  bad  been  circulated  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Standing  Orders,  it  would  be 
a  great  mistake  that  it  snould  be  vrithdrawn. 
He  did  not  say  it  was  a  perfect  measure— it  was 
fkr  from  being  so ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  waa  a 
step  in  the  right  direction.  He  had  had  con- 
siderable opportunity  of  studying  the  mensnre; 
and  although  the  Ghovernment  had  not  adopted 
certain  suggestions  he  had  made  in  regard  to  one 
of  the  Native  reserves  in  the  district  whi^  he 
represented,  still  there  were  good  features  in  the 
Bui,  and  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  i(  haying 
been  printed  in  Maori,  it  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  NAHB  pointed  out  that  the  Bill  had  been 
translated  and  printed  in  the  Maori  laagoage 
before  it  was  introduced  into  the  LegiJative 
Council. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  a  nice  point 
whether,  that  being  the  case,  it  would  he  neoes- 
saiy,  under  the  Standing  Order,  that  the  Bill 
should  be  laid  aside. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  thought  it  would  be  a  Tery 
great  mistake  if  a  Bill  of  this  kind  ware  hortiea 
on  at  the  hist  moment  of  the  seasion.  It  mi^ht 
be  that  results  would  come  from  this  BiU  which 
the  Natives  would  view  with  great  suspicion; 
and  it  was  very  desirable  that  there  shMild  bo 
no  impression  on  their  minds  of  hasty  legisla- 
tion in  a  matter  affecting  themsdves.  He  had 
looked  at  this  BUI,  and  believed  it  was  a 
very  good  one.  He  was  ^uite  satisfied  that 
the  Natiyes  would  be  doing  wrong  if  thej 
thought  that,  with  regard  to  townships  like  that 
of  Greymouth,  they  were  going,  in  the  fritoxe,  to 
deal  with  their  property  themsdves,  in  a  way  ^lat 
suited  their  own_particu1ar  ideas  of  settlement^ 
but  not  those  of  Europeans.  Having  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  these  Greymouth  reservos  in  paat 
times,  he  was  exceedingly  anxious  that  they  diould 
continue  to  be  dealt  with,  as  he  belieyed  they  had 
been  dealt  with,  in  the  interests  of  the  Natiyea, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Europeans.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  there 
was  no  Natiye  property  that  had  been  so  wdl 
administered,  and  so  beneficial  to  the  Natives^ 
as  this  property  at  Greymouth.  Nevertheless, 
he  quite  recognised  that  this  Bill  was  a  yery 
benelBcial  measure,  as  tending  to  make  those  re* 
serves  popular  in  the  eyes  of  the  Europeans,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  productive  of  laiger  rentals  to 
the  Natiyes.  He  had  watched  the  course  of  these 
Natiye  reserves  in  the  colony  yeiy  much,  and  he 
quite  |k|mitte4  ^hat  Oi0  N^tiyethftd  joit  c»me  to 
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Tiew  with  great  jealousy  anj  Udelatioii  that  took 
place  with  regajrd  to  them.  "&  believed  that,  in 
this  partioolar  insiaooe,  the  Natives  had  no  reason 
to  fear  the  Bill ;  bat  the  session  was  so  fiir  ad- 
Tanoed  that  it  conld  not  have  that  consideration 
that  would  commend  it  generally  to  the  Natives, 
and  the  Hoose  would  mahe  a  groBtt  mistake,  under 
those  circumstances,  in  going  on  with  it.  He 
would  like,  further,  to  see  certain  disabilities  re- 
moved from  dealing  with  these  reserves,  which  at 
S present  pressed  hiudlj  upon  the  Europeans  in 
Qrevmouth,  and  which  rendered  the  properjhr  less 
ofitable  than  it  mig^ht  be  to  the  Native  Trust, 
e  thoueht  that,  during  the  recess,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Natives— and,  under  the. provisions  of 
the  Act,  he  might  saj  that  those  reserves  could 
not  be  dealt  with  without  the  consent  of  the 
Natives — the  Native  Commissioner  might  make 
with  the  GK>vemment  such  profisions  with  re- 
gard to  the  future  as  would  meet  the  views  of 
the  Natives  and  also  of  the  Europeans,  and  thej 
might  then  come  down  to  the  House  for  confir- 
mation. He  quite  agreed  with  the  Maori  mem- 
ber for  the  Middle  Island  that  there  should  be 
no  dealing  with  those  reserves  without  the 
consent  of  the  Natives  themselves,  and  he  hoped 
thej  would  stick  to  that  He  would  give  one 
word  of  warning  that  he  had  given  before  in 
the  House  to  the  Natives — ^namelj,  to  mistrust 
anything  like  the  common  phrase  that  was  used 
with  regard  to  the  Natifes,  ''Why  should  you 
not  deal  with  those  reserves  just  as  you  like 
yourselves  ?"  That  was  verv  often  the  phrase 
used  by  Europeans  who  wished  to  flat,  through 
the  medium  of  the  ot  of  "  One  law  for  the 
Natives,  and  ibr  the  Europeans,"  control  over 
those  reserves,  which  would  ultimately  end  in 
the  Natives  losing  their  beneficial  interest  in 
them.  He  warned  them  to  beware  of  that  At 
the  same  time  he  felt  that,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Natives  generally,  it  was  very  desirable  that 
considerable  powers,  properly  limited,  should  be 
given  to  utilise  those  trusts  to  the  utmost.  There 
were  two  classes  of  reserves,  one  of  which  he 
thought  should  not  be  dealt  with  otherwise 
than  the  Natives  wished  themselres ;  but  these 
town  reserves,  if  honestly  dealt  with  by  the 
(Government,  with  a  certain  check  with  regard  to 
the  consent  of  the  Natives  as  to  dealing  with 
them,  would  be  much  better  managed  by  Euro- 
pean trusts  than  by  Native  trusts.  The  Natives 
might  depend  upon  it  that  if  in  a  large  Euro- 
pean community,  where  they  were  in  such  a 
small  minority,  they  determined  and  insisted 
upon  dealing  with  the  lands  in  a  way  that  would 
injure  ^e  European  population,  it  would  ulti- 
mately end  in  damage  to  their  own  interests. 
Under  all  the  drcumstances,  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  mistake  to  go  on  with  this  BilL  If  the 
Bill  was  gone  on  with,  he  trusted  that  the  Bill, 
which  had  been  carefully  prepared,  and  he  be- 
lieved was  a  good  one,  would  be  stuck  to  as  it 
stood. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  regretted  exceedingly  that 
this  Bill  had  not  been  before  the  House  at  an 
earlier  period.  That  it  was  not  wos  owing,  he 
believed,  to  the  illness  of  the  Native  Minister 
and  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  FoUen.    Early  in  the  session 


he  asked  that  a  Bill  of  this  nature  should  be  in* 
troduced,  so  as  to  deal  with  those  reserves  in 
Westland,  and  a  promise  was  then  nven  that 
some  action  of  this  nature  would  be  tuen.  The 
Bill  that  was  now  before  the  House  was  certainly, 
as  far  as  he  could  see,  more  in  the  interests  of  the 
Native  race  than  of  the  European  settlers.  He 
would  call  particular  attention  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Greymouth  Beserve 
had  been  settled  upon.  The  leases  in  this  in- 
stance had  not  been  taken  from  the  Natives. 
This  property  had  been  altcoether  managed  by 
the  drown,  and  oonsequentfy  the  tenants,  in 
accepting  leases  from  the  Grown,  were  not  so  par- 
ticular with  resard  to  the  conditions  as  they 
would  be  if  dealing  with  the  Native  race  them* 
self  es.  The  term  of  those  leases  was  twenty-one 
years,  and  a  promise  was  given  that  no  difficulty 
would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  renewing  those 
leases.*  There  was  an  absolute  promise  to  the 
Europeans  that  those  leases  would  be  renewed 
from  time  to  time,  sulnect  to  an  eouitable  adjust* 
ment  of  rent  This  feature  would  appear  firom 
the  following  statement  put  forth  by  Mr.  Alex* 
ander  Mackay,  the  agent  for  this  reserve  :— 

"  In  justice  to  the  original  tenants  on  other 
Native  reserves  in  Westland,  as  pioneers  of  settle- 
ment, or  to  the  persons  who  have  since  purchased 
their  interests,  a  renewal  of  the  leases  should  be 
granted  them  at  a  rate  of  rental  consistent  with 
fairness,  irrespective  of  improvements.  The  pro- 
perty being  indebted  for  its  improvement  entirely 
to  their  capital,  it  foUows,  therefore,  that  the 
law  by  which  the  ownership  of  improvements 
foUows  the  ownershin  of  land  would,  in  this 
instance,  be  in  the  highest  degree  unjust  and 
inapplicable. 

"  In  the  case  of  these  reserves,  the  tenants  have 
improved  the  propertjr  on  the  full  reliance  of 
getting  an  extension  of  lease  at  the  expiration  of 
the  subsisting  term,  the  understanding  being  that, 
as  the  intention  is  to  encourage  the  occupation  of 
these  lands  in  perpetuity  with  a  view  to  secure  a 
fair  pecuniary  return  for  the  benefit  of  the  persons 
beneficiallv  concerned,  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  a  renewal ;  yet  on  a  change  of 
management^  wiuiont  a  definite  arrangement  is 
made  with  them  to  that  effbct,  the  land  in  all 
probability  would  be  re-assessed,  when  the  best 
properties  would  liave  the  rents  raised,  the  land 
m  fact  being  worth  more  in  consequence  of  the 
tenants'  improvements.    .    .    . 

"  It  will  be  easily  understood,  therefore,  that 
the  Act  of  1878  caused  considerable  uneasiness 
to  the  tenants  at  Greymouth  as  to  how  the 
Board  of  Management  would  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion of  extendMl  leases,  as  it  was  well  known 
that  the  Natives  to  be  elected  for  the  position 
most  be  chosen  from  the  persons  who  had  onenly 
stated  their  intention  to  take  possession  oi  the 
property  at  the  termination  of  the  existing  leases. 

**  It  was  looked  on  by  the  tenants  as  a  grave 
injuslice,  and  to  a  certain  extent  as  a  breach  of 
faith  with  them,  after  having  been  led  to  sup* 
pose  from  the  first  that  the  estat-e  would  always 
be  administered  by  the  Gkivemment,  that  the  Act 
permitted  the  handing  over  of  large  and  impor* 
tant  interests  to  the  mercy  of  two  or  thrse  inex* 
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I  N«tiT80|  who  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
awB  of  property,  and  who  were  unable  to  appre- 
ciate equity." 

There  were  apwarde  of  a  thousand  properties 
ereoted  upon  tms  Natire  teseire,  and  the  yalne 
of  the  improfements  exceeded  £200,000.  He 
noticed  that  Mr.  Mackay  said  the  ralue  of  the 
properties  was  £40,000 ;  but  that  was  only  the 
annual  ralae.  The  number  of  Katires  bene- 
fieially  interested  in  the  reserre  did  not,  he  be- 
lieve,  exceed  thirty-five.  In  any  measxire  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  this  reserre, 
he  hoped  that  the  European  interests  would  not 
be  oreilooked.  If  they  asked  that  power  should 
be  given  to  extend  the  leases  for  a  term  of  sixty 
years,  they  would  only  be  asking  that  which 
prcTidled  in  almost  every  other  town  in  the 
colony.  If,  at  the  oommenoemenl  of  settlement 
at  Gmymouth,  these  reserves  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  Natives  themselves,  he  was  quite  satisfied 
the  Europeans  would  have  made  terms  much 
better  thM  they  could  now  make  by  any  legu- 
lation  brought  before  the  House.  He  would 
put  it  to  honorable  members  if,  in  the  cities  of 
Auckland,  Christchurch,  and  Dunedin,  the  whole 
settlsment  was  bmlt  on  Native  lands,  and  if  the 
leases  had  been  obtained  from  the  Grown  on  the 
understanding  that  those  leases  would  be  renewed 
from  time  to  time,  they  would  consider  it  fair  or 
equitable  that  the  right  of  renewing  those  leases 
should  be  transforred  to  the  Natives,  more  parti- 
cularly when  the  NatiTcs  had  themselves  shown  a 
disposition  to  get  possession  of  this  reserve,  with 
the  avowed  intention  of  havins  the  fullest  valua- 
tion for  the  improvements  at  the  end  of  the  term. 
This  had  been  shown  by  a  petition  to  the  House 
and  to  the  other  Chamber.  These  petitions  went 
before  Committees,  and  reports  had  been  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  from  which  it  would  be  seen  that 
the  Natives  had  no  reason  to  complain  whatever. 
With  resard  to  the  Act  of  1873,  which  had  not 
been  calud  into  operation,  he  might  say  that  the 
princi^  reason  why  it  was  not  brought  into 
operation  was  that  the  European  proprietors  in 
Ghwymouth  saw  thst  if  it  was  Drought  into 
operation  their  interests  woidd  be  materially 
prejudiced,  and  they  petitioned  that  the  Act 
should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  abeyance.  The 
principal  reason  for  that  was  that  it  was  perfectly 
evident  that,  if  the  tenants  had  to  rely  upon  a 
Native  Board  for  the  renewal  of  their  leases,  their 
position  would  be  materiaUy  altered.  He  made 
these  remarks  in  the  hope  that  they  might  have 
some  influence  upon  any  Bill  dealing  with  the 
question  which  might  be  introduced  next  session, 
because  he  saw  it  was  too  late  now  to  press  this 
Bill  upon  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  he  agreed  with  a  great 
deal  that  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Atou.  He  did  not  intend  to  press  the  Bill,  in 
deference  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  also  having  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Native  member  for  the  Middle  Island  that  it 
was  desirable  to  let  the  Bill  stand  over.  Another 
reason,  he  thought,  was  that  this  Bill  was  amend- 
ing another  Act,  which  had  not  been  brought  into 
operation.  Instead  of  amending  the  latter  Act  in 
that  way«  he  thought  it  destrabb  to  introduce  the 


whole  of  the  provisions  in  one  BilL  He  wonld 
undertake,  on  the  part  of  the  Gtoremment,  thst  a 
BiU  wonld  be  brought  in  next  session  in  whidi 
due  care  would  be  taken  to  see  that  the  interesU 
of  the  Natives  were  protected,  and  also  that  the 
interests  of  the  Europeans  should  be  considered. 
He  would  move.  That  the  Order  of  the  dsj  be 
discharged. 
Bill  discharged. 

NATIVE  OEASSES. 

Mr.  BOLLBSTON  would  ask  the  Coloniil 
Treasurer,  Whether  the  Goremment  propoM  to 
do  anything  with  regard  to  the  question  broaght 
under  their  notice  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  relating  to  the  publication  of  a  wort 
on  Native  Grasses  P  He  wished  to  know  whether 
they  wou'id  provide  a  sum  oat  of  Oontingoncies 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  expressed 
wish  of  the  House  that  something  should  be  done 
to  promote  a  work  on  the  subject  of  Natiffl 
Grasses.  A  sum  of  £400  was  recommended  to  be 
voted  for  that  purpose,  and  he  did  not  see  it  on 
the  supplementary  estimates. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  sorry  that  the  subject 
had  escaped  his  attention,  as  it  was  one  of  very 
neat  importance.  The  matter  had  been  orer- 
looked  in  the  hurry  of  business,  but  he  would 
take  care  that  the  order  of  the  House  was  es^ 
ried  into  effect,  and  the  Government  would  pro- 
vide a  sum  out  of  Contingencies,  for  the  parpoee 
specified. 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  wished  to  bring  nndcr 
the  notice  of  the  House  a  matter  of  considertble 
importance.  He  was  aware  that  the  matter  had 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Premier  last  sewion, 
and  be  hoped  he  would  not  offer  any  objection  to 
the  resolution  he  was  now  about  to  propose.  He 
would  move,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Hou«e, 
it  is  desirable,  in  dealing  with  the  appropriation 
of  the  proposed  loan  of  one  million,  that  s  mm 
not  exceeding  £50,000  should  be  appropriated  to 
the  erection  of  school  buildings  throughoot  the 
colony.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  himself 
stated  that  no  provision  had  been  made  tor 
school  buildings  m  various  parts  of  the  coi<my, 
and  that  this  was  a  want  which  ought  to  be  ssta- 
fied.  He  (Mr.  Montgomery)  had  hunself  pro- 
posed that  the  sum  of  £60,000  out  of  Che  st- 
able balance  of  the  General  Purposes  Loan  should 
be  applied  to  this  object;  but  the  intention  ex- 
pressed therein  was  departed  from,  and  so 
money  was  in  fact  appropriated  out  of  the 
General  Purposes  Loan  for  school  buildjnp- 
They  were  now  about  to  borrow  another  mimon 
of  money,  and  that  want  was  still  unsBtisfied. 
In  Wcstland  and  other  parts  of  the  colony  the 
school  buildings  were  quite  insufficient,  and  the 
sum  of  £50,000  would  not  be  sufficient  to  put 
the  schools  in  anything  like  a  proper  state  ot 
efficiency ;  but  it  would,  at  all  events,  be  an  ac- 
knowledgment that  that  which  the  Premier 
himself  considered  a  crying  want  last  year,  and 
which  had  not  been  eatisfied  in  any  degree 
since,  should  be  attended  to  s  and  that,  nj 
bonowing  any  money  to  cany  out  the  aaitonsi 
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progrecB  of  tbo  colony,  thej  should  not  leave 
out  of  consideration  the  higher  object — the  in- 
tellectual adrancemeDt  of  the  rising  generation. 
He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
by  nukking  a  speech  on  the  subject,  but  he 
thought  it  was  of  so  much  importance  that  he 
would  press  the  motion.  He  hoped  the  Treasurer 
would  hare  no  objection  to  it.  It  was  in  accord- 
ance with  his  own  expressed  wish,  as  well  as  in 
aooordanoe  with  the  necessities  of  the  country ; 
and  he  did  not  know  of  any  better  way  of  ex- 
pending £60,000  out  of  the  additional  loan 
proposed  to  be  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony.  He  obserTed  that,  in  the  supplemen- 
tary estimates,  a  sum  of  £14,000  was  put  down 
for  school  buildings  in  Auckland ;  but  that 
would  not  at  all  be  sufficient.  He  hoped  another 
year  would  not  go  over  without  something  being 
done  towards  carrying  out  so  desirable  an  object 
as  the  erection  of  suitable  school  buildings  in 
diifexent  parts  of  the  colony. 

Migor  ATKINSON  thought  this  was  a  rather 
unfortunate  motion  for  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  bring  forward  at  this  time  of  the  session,  when 
there  was  no  possibility  of  giving  effect  to  it,  for 
it  would  be  impossible  to  put  the  vote  into  the 
Apprcn[>riation  Act ;  besides,  the  amount  agreed 
to  be  borrowed  was  to  carry  out  absolute  engage- 
ments, and  was  already  fully  appropriated. 

Mr.  MONTGOM£BTsaid  he  had  given  notice 
of  his  intention. 

Maior  ATKINSON  knew  the  honorable  gentle- 
man did  mention  it,  but  not  at  all  in  a  practical 
way.  The  object  the  honorable  member  had  in 
view  was  one  the  House  would  cordially  concur  in, 
and  it  was  one  which  entirely  met  the  views  of  the 
Government  in  so  far  as  it  might  imply  tbat,  un- 
der proper  consideration,  necessary  additions  to 
the  school  buildings  throughout  the  colony  should 
be  made.  The  Government  had  taken  such  pro- 
vision as  they  believed  to  be  necessary  for  the 
ensuing  six  months,  during  which  it  would  be 
their  business  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
colony.  The  Superintendents  of  the  various  pro- 
vinces, through  Uie  Education  Boards,  had  made 
proper  provision  extending  to  Christmas.  The 
Superintendent  of  Auckland  had  complained  that 
provision  had  not  been  made,  and  had  sent  in 
Jarge  supplementary  estimates,  which  the  House 
was  pleased  to  vote  on  the  previous  night  in 
part,  and  would  be  asked  to  complete  to-day.  Of 
course,  although  asking  the  House  to  vote  a  large 
sum,  he  would  not  be  prepared  to  spend  it  unless 
he  folly  approved  of  the  absolute  necessity  for  it  $ 
because,  as  honorable  members  knew,  it  was  now 
necessary  to  be  very  cautious  in  undertaking  any 
expenditure.  He  would  suggest  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Akaroa  that  he  should  with- 
draw  his  motion,  because  it  was  quite  im- 
possible that  this  expenditure  could  come  out 
of  the  £1,000,000  they  were  going  to  raise,  for 
that  was  already  appropriated  to  other  purposes. 
If  the  House  desired  to  expend  this  sum  irre- 
spective of  the  votes  already  taken,  or  proposed 
to  be  taken  that  day,  and  save  the  Government 
the  authority,  they  would,  if  they  could  see  their 
way  to  obtson  the  money,  devote  it  to  this  pur- 
pose.   To  MiaU*  tbem  to  do  so  th^  would  re* 
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quire  increased  power  with  respect  to  unauthor- 
ized expenditure,  and  when  the  Public  Works 
Bill  came  under  consideration,  the  honorable 
gentleman  could  ask  to  increase  the  unauthorized 
expenditure  by  £60,000,  that  sum  to  be  spent 
upon  school  buildings.  That  would  give  eflTect 
to  the  honorable  gentleman's  motion,  which  as  it 
stood  would  have  no  practical  effect.  However, 
he  would  submit  to  the  honorable  gentleman  that 
this  matter  should  be  allowed  to  stand  over  tUl 
next  session,  when  Ministers  would  be  very  glad 
to  tell  the  House  what  was  really  wanted.  The 
Gbvemment  would  get  on  very  well  until  next 
session  with  the  vote  they  had  taken.  He  trusted 
the  honorable  gentleman  would,  after  that  ex- 
planation, withdraw  his  resolution. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  would  urge  the  necessity  for 
provision  being  made  for  the  erection  of  addi* 
tional  school  buildings ;  for  the  manner  in  which 
little  children  were  crowded  together  in  whares, 
or  rather  shanties,  in  some  parts  of  Auckland, 
was  disgraceful. 

Mr.  LUSK  understood  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  say  that  the  money  would  be  expended 
in  Auckland  if  necessary.  Would  the  honorable 
member  explain  what  he  meant  by  that  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  bad  no  knowledge  of  what 
the  actual  requirements  of  Auckland  were.  He 
had  only  taken  the  figures  sent  down  by  the 
Superintendent,  and  had  not  had  time  to  make 
inquiries.  The  Gh>vemment  would  expend  what 
it  thought  necessary,  after  consultation  with  the 
Education  Board. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  support  the  resolution, 
and  was  sorry  that  the  Government  had  not 
agreed  to  it.  A  sum  of  £14,000  would  be  onlj 
a  drop  in  the  bucket  as  regarded  Auckland:  it 
would  take  £50,000  to  erect  the  school  buildings 
required  in  that  province.  The  Gk>vemment 
might  very  fairly  allow  the  vote  to  pass,  and  en- 
deavour to  give  effect  to  it.  If  the  Government 
had  not  the  money,  they  could  come  to  the  House 
next  session  for  a  vote ;  and  if  there  was  a  surplus 
revenue,  it  could  not  be  devoted  to  a  better  object. 
The  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  had  acted  very 
generously  in  this  matter,  for  it  was  understood 
that  Canterbury  and,  he  believed,  Otago  were 
better  provided  with  school  buildings  than  the 
rest  of  the  colony ;  and  the  motion  appeared  to  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  poorer  provinces,  which  had 
not  been  able  to  provide  for  school  buildings  in 
years  gone  by.  He  trusted  the  Ghovemment 
would  allow  the  resolution  to  go. 

Mr.  TRIBE  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
withdrawn,  for  he  thought  it  was  too  important 
a  matter  to  be  brought  down  at  that  period  of 
the  session.  He  objected  to  borrowing  for  such 
purposes ;  for  if  they  agreed  to  borrow  for  erect- 
ing school  buildings,  the  House  next  year  might 
be  asked  to  borrow  for  building  churches.  It 
would  be  far  better  to  leave  this  matter  over  to 
another  session.  He  did  not  wish  to  express  his 
opinion  upon  it,  one  way  or  another.  On  a  future 
occasion,  they  might  consider  whether  it  would 
be  desirable  to  allow  special  borrowing  on  the 
security  of  the  education  reserves  for  the  erection 
of  school  buildings.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bodney  said  that  £14^000  ibr  AAoUand  would  b« 
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but  a  drop  in  the  bucket;  bat  the  hononble 
gentleman  must  andentand  that  the  bucket  could 
not  be  filled  in  one  aeasion.  They  muat  be  con- 
tent to  get  their  wants  fuppUed  in  this  respect 
step  by  step.  He  hoped  his  nonorable  friend  the 
member  for  Akaroa  would  allow  this  matter  to 
stand  OTcr  to  another  session,  which  would  not 
be  a  very  long  time. 

Sir  a.  aaS  Y  had  simgly  to  say  that  he  trusted 
the  House  would  support  the  motion.  He  con- 
sidered it  was  most  denrable  to  aflirm  at  once  so 
important  a  resolution,  and  he  could  not  think 
that  the  late  period  of  the  session  was  any  bar  to 
their  doing  that  which  was  right  and  good.  They 
should  aiirm  they  were  determined  that  some- 
thing should  be  spent  out  of  the  loan  about  to  be 
raised  upon  so  desirable  an  object  as  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children  of  New  Zealand,  and  in 
erecting  buildings  absolutely  required;  for  al- 
though he  must  admit,  and  he  did  so  with  very 
great  readiness  and  gratitude,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  shown  erery  desire  to  make  immediate 
proTision  for  the  erection  of  proper  school  build- 
ings in  Auckland  and  in  the  country  districts  of 
that  proTince  within  the  next  few  months,  he 
thougnt  that  that  provision  would  by  no  means 
furnish  such  buildings  as  were  rsquisite  on  the 
whole  for  that  proTince.  He  knew  that  in  other 
parts  of  New  Zealand  a  similar  demand  for 
school  buildings  existed;  and  he  trusted  the 
House  would  afBrm  the  resolution,  which  could 
in  no  way  embarrass  the  Goremment,  but  would 
only  strengthen  their  hands  in  pursuins  that 
course  whidi  he  submitted  they  ought  to  be  but 
too  ready  to  adopt. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

J.  GOODFBLLOW. 

ICr.  IfUBBAY  asked  whether  the  Gorem- 
ment would  cany  out  the  recommendation  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  in  the  matter  of  the 
petition  of  J.  Ghx>df(^w,  and  aj^point  some 
competent  and  impartial  person  to  inquire  into 
the  losses  whioh  Mr.  Goodfollew  had  sustained, 
with  the  Tiew  of  a  full  and  early  settlement  of 
the  ease.  He  trusted  the  Goremment  would 
agree  to  this.  He  did  not  intend  to  more  a  re- 
solution; and  as  he  had  explained  his  views  in 
relation  to  the  question  on  a  previous  day,  he 
would  not  repeat  them. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  did  not  wish  to  toke  up 
the  time  of  the  House  by  soing  into  the  matter  at 
length,  as  he  had  intended  to  do  if  Uie  honorable 
member  had  brought  the  subject  forward  at  an 
earlier  period  in  the  session.  If  Mr.  Goodfellow 
put  a  fair  statement  of  his  case  before  the  Gk>vem- 
ment,  he  thought  he  might  say  the  matter  would 
be  arbitrated  in  the  manner  provided  under  the 
contract.  From  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, the  Government  were  prepared  to  do  that. 
In  foot,  they  were  compelled  to  do  so  under  the 
terms  of  the  contract.  Mr.  Goodfellow  had  not 
taken  the  steps  open  to  him  under  the  contract, 
but  had  applied  direct  to  the  Public  Petitions 
Oommittee.  If  the  petitioner  had  applied  for  his 
remedy  under  the  contract,  the  matter  mi^t 
have  bean,  settled  months  ago* 


COBRBSPONPSNGE   WITH  THB  BBCfiE- 
TABY  OF  STATB. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committse  of 
Supply, 

Sir  G.  GBBY,  before  the  motion  was  pot, 
wished  to  bring  before  the  House  a  question  of 
privilege,  which  he  trusted  the  Gbovemment  would 
consider  during  the  recess,  and  which  it  wm 
necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the  country  atUigs, 
should  be  settled  as  soon  as  possible.  The  peoeot 
session  was  too  £ar  advanced  to  deal  with  the  sob* 
ject,  but  the  question  was  neTcrtbeless  as  impor 
tant  a  question  as  ever  waa  raised.  He  receiTed, 
on  the  21st  instant,  the  following  letter  from  Utt 
Private  Secretary  of  the  QoTcmor : — 
"New  Zealand, 
"  Wellington,  20th  October,  1876. 

"Sib,— I  am  directed  by  His  BxceUency  tbe 
Gk>veraor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Honor's  letter  of  the  19Ui  instant,  enclosing  on- 
tain  proof  sheets  of  JTaaeorct,  which  you  nqatA 
might  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies ;  and  to  inform  you  that  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  he  has  forwarded  a  copy  of  you 
letter,  together  with  the  enclosuree. 

"  2.  I  am  further  directed,  again  to  c^  yoni 
Honor's  attention  to  the  directions  contained  in 
paragraph  218,  page  66,  of  the  Oolonial  OiBoe 
Begtdations,  which  require  that  ooRespondenoe  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  tbe  Cdo- 
nies  should  be  furnished  in  triplicate  s  and  to  in- 
form you  that  His  BxoeUenoy  the  Governor  will 
in  future  decline  to  forward  any  correspoocleiue 
unless  this  rule  is  complied  with. — I  have,  &e., 
"iBwnr  0.  MAicne,  86th  Bcgt, 
«  Private  Secrstaiy. 
"  His  Honor  the  Superintendent  of  Auckland." 

The  point  of  privilege  he  wished  to  raise  vu 
this:  that  this  book  of  Colonial  Begulationswsis 
book  altogether  unknown  to  the  public.  Ko  copj 
of  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  British  Museum,  and 
it  was  not  to  be  purchased  in  any  part  of  the 
Bmpire.  It  contained  many  obsolete  rules  whidi 
would  be  vei7  oppressive  to  the  Queen's  subjccfai; 
and  in  bringing  the  matter  before  the  House,  he 
spoke  solely  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  end  not 
from  any  merely  personal  view.  If  an  indiTidnsl 
wished  to  address  his  Sovereign  from  any  ptf* 
of  the  Bmpire,  it  would  be  a  most  bnrdenMme 
thing  to  have  to  furnish  triplicate  copies  of  bu 
communication,  particularly  if  he  wers  a  focf 
person.  He  mignt  say  that  durinc  his  twsoty- 
six  years  of  service  as  Gbveroor  that  rule  «» 
never  enforced,  for  the  reason  that  it  f"  (^ 
garded  as  one  of  many  obsolete  rules  whioh  u« 
book  of  Colonial  Office  Begulations  contsuMd- 
The  rule  observed  was  that,  where  a  docomept 
was  furnished  in  original,  the  necessary  oopiet 
were  made  by  the  Governor's  office.  To  *»f 
secretaries  there  the  trouble  was  small;  ootu 
would  be  great. to  the  persons  who  viibed  to 
addrsss  the  Home  authorities.  That»  boi^m 
was  not  the  chief  point  to  which  he  wished  m  \ 
Government  to  direct  attention  during  the  reoesi* 
What  he  wished  mrticularly  to  bring  under  tiieir 
notice  was  this :  The  Governor  was  appointed  of 
the  Crown,  and  was  the  only  means  thwogn 
which  they  ooold  communicate  with  their  port* 
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reign.  The  Gbvemor  was  paid  for  hu  Berrioes  by 
the  coloQj ;  and  be  submitted  that,  whilst  the 
Secretary  of  State  had  the  right  to  transmit 
instructions  reUting  to  all  matters  exterior  to  us, 
and  concerning  only  the  Gorernor  himself — as 
to  his  tenure  of  office,  for  instance,  and  the 
adrantages  he  derired  from  it  —  we  were  the 
persons  to  lay  down  regulations  on  questions 
affecting  ourselres,  and  it  was  the  bounden  duty 
of  the  Governor  to  conform  to  them.  They 
should  not  allow  an  exterior  authority  to  lay 
down  regulations  in  matters  concerning  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand.  To  ffive  another  in- 
stance of  what  he  meant,  he  might  mention  that, 
preyiously  to  his  occupying  the  position  of  Go- 
Tornor,  a  rule  was  enforo^  under  which  a  fee 
was  imposed  upon  all  documents  receired  from 
indiTiduals  for  presentation  to  the  Queen,  and  a 
fee  had  to  bo  paid  on  all  copies  made.  Tliat 
was  a  grievous  burden,  and  shut  off  the  people 
from  a  right  they  ought  to  possess.  If  this 
rule  as  to  the  preparation  of  triplicate  copies 
were  enforced,  the  very  obsolete  rule  exacting  fees 
might  also  be  enforced.  The  question  which  he 
maintained  ought  to  be  taken  up  next  session 
was,  that  all  regulations  relating  to  transactions 
pasnng  in  the  colony  should  oe  regulated  by 
themselves,  and  they — who  paid  the  salary  of 
the  Governor — should  have  the  same  right  to 
expect  obedience  to  those  regubtions  as  the  ex- 
terior anthorities  had  to  expect  obedience  from 
him ;  in  which  they  and  the  Gbvemor  himself 
had  a  direct  interest.  He  now  gave  notice  that, 
at  the  earliest  possible  period  in  the  next  session, 
he  would  brinff  the  subject  before  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  were 
quite  ready  to  oonsider  tlie  question,  so  fiir  as  it 
was  their  duty  to  consider  it.  The  honorable 
gentleman,  from  his  long  official  experience,  must 
know  that  certain  rules  were  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  Governor  and  the  dignity  of  his 
office.  He  took  it  that  the  rule  read  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  drawn  up  with  a  view  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  corrqppondenoe  being 
suddenly  pUu^  in  the  hands  of  tne  Governor  in 
a  manner  which  left  no  time  for  the  preparation 
of  copies  to  be  despatched  by  an  outgoing  maiL 
The  rule  referred  to  was  ne?er  enformd  against 
poor  persons,  or  persons  unfamiliar  with  official 
etiquette ;  but  it  was  necessary,  because  if  it  were 
abrogated  the  Gk>vemor  would  either  have  to  keep 
the  originab  of  the  oorresiMndenoe  until  copies 
were  made,  or  send  the  originals  themselves.  In 
recent  cases,  rather  long  correspondence  had  been 
sent  to  the  Governor  just  as  the  mail  was  leaving, 
and  His  Exoellenoy,  considering  from  whom  the 
letters  came,  very  rightly  demanded  that  t^e  offi- 
cial rule  should  be  complied  with.  He  did  not 
see  in  what  way  inconvenience  was  likely  to  arise. 
Of  course,  if  it  was  necessary  or  desirable  to  give 
greater  publicity  to  the  fact  that  the  book  of  Colo- 
nial Regulations  was  in  future  to  be  observed, 
intimation  to  that  effect  could  bo  given  in  the 
OazetUf  but  practically  there  was  no  necessity 
for  it.  Where  correspondence  was  sent  in  by 
persons  not  acquaintea  with  official  forms,  the 
Governor  would,  no  doubt,  give  them  every  fi»i- 
Uly,  ae  he  always  had  done. 


SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

CLA8B  yi. — ^NaTIYB   DsFABTXXST. 

Salaries  and  Contingencies,  £25,  agreed  to. 
Class  YII.— Militia  aitd  YoLinrTKKBS,  Abmxd 

CoirSTABirLABT,  AND  DeFBVOE. 

Armed  Constabulary,  £750,  agreed  to. 

Class  YIII.— Pttblio  Domains  and  Bttildings. 
Public  Boildings,  £1,650,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX. — ^Bailwatb. 

Southern  Bailways,  £2,628  12s.  4d. 

Mr.  BOLLBSTON  would  like  to  ask  the 
Minister  for  Pablic  Works  if  the  Government 
were  going  to  do  such  an  injustice  to  the  South 
as  to  take  over  the  Canterbury  Bailways,  and 
then  continue  to  expend  provincial  funds  upon 
what  had  become  colonial  property  ? 

Mi^or  ATKINSON.— I^. 

Mr.  BOLLBSTON  was  gbd  to  hear  the  dis- 
claimer from  the  Premier.  Then  what  provision 
was  made  on  the  estimates  for  carrring  on  such 
works  as  sidings,  stations,  and  worksnops  on  these 
railways,  that  would  be  in  progress  at  the  time 
the  raUways  became  colonial  property  ?  A  great 
wrong  would  be  done  if  provincial  money  were 
expended  npon  what  had  become  colonial  pro- 

l&jor  ATKINSON  did  not  know  whether  ha 
understood  the  honorable  gentleman.  When  the 
railways  were  taken  over,  all  works  required  to 
be  done,  such  as  new  stations,  fresh  sidings,  and 
so  on,  would  be  paid  for  out  of  colonial  money? 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  meant  that  the  con- 
tracts now  let  at  the  instance  of  the  Provincial 
Government,  and  which  that  (Government  said 
there  was  sufficient  money  to  carry  on,  should  be 
carried  on  by  the  General  Gbvernment,  out  of 
colonial  fundls,  the  Gbvemment  were  not  pre- 
pared to  take  that  course. 

Mr.  BOLLBSTON  said  that  the  provincial 
estimates  had  been  sent  in  with  the  thorough 
understanding  that  as  soon  as  the  railways  be- 
came colonial  propertv,  provincial  expenditure  on 
them  would  cease.  Any  other  course  would  be  a 
gross  injustice.  The  spirit  in  which  the  estimates 
had  been  sent  in  was,  that  no  great  public  incon- 
venience should  be  allowed  to  ensue  during  the 
period  of  the  liquidation  of  the  provincial  estates. 
No  justice  would  therefore  be  aone  if  provincial 
funds  were  expended  on  these  railways  one  mo- 
ment after  they  became  colonial  property. 

Major  ATKINSON  did  not  understand  what 
the  honorable  member  meant  br  *' justice."  If  a 
Provincial  Gbvemment,  in  sendmg  in  an  estimate 
for  a  railway  to  cost  sar,  £100,000,  informed 
the  General  Government  that  there  was  £100,000 
for  that  purpose  in  the  provincial  chest,  and  it 
was  found,  after  the  provinces  were  aboUshed, 
that  there  was  sufficient  money  to  complete  snch 
railway,  the  money  would  certainly  be  used  for 
that  purpose;  the  £100,000  would  not  become 
provincial  property,  and  the  Assembly  would  not 
find  the  money  for  completing  the  railway  oat  of 
colonial  funds.    Tho  Aiiembiy  ftlloirvd  tiw  pio- 
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▼inoM  to  mj  what  nilwayB  thoold  be  made,  on 
the  nndentanding  tliat  the  proTinoei  should  find 
the  monej.  If  that  principle  were  altered,  and 
the  colony  had  to  find  the  monc|T,  applications 
would  at  onoe  be  sent  in  from  all  parts  of  the 
colonj  to  hare  railways  constructed. 

Mr.  BOLLESXON  said  the  honorable  member 
put  a  case  entirely  beyond  the  point  raised.  It 
was  not  to  bo  supposed  for  a  moment  that,  if 
there  was  an  outstanding  liability  for  a  branch 
railway,  the  proyinoe  would  hare  any  rifht  to 
make  a  claim  on  the  colony  to  cover  that  liability; 
but  there  were  works  connected  with  the  railways 
— such  as  stations,  workshops,  and  so  on — which 
were  entirely  for  the  benefit  of  what  would  be 
colonial  property  in  future,  and  from  which, 
during  the  time  the  prorince  existed,  it  would  get 
no  benefit.  It  would  be  monstrous  to  say  that 
these  should  be  a  profincial  charge.  To  make 
them  BO  would  be  to  take  from  what  should  go  to 
the  outlying  districts,  in  order  to  benefit  the  colony. 

Mr.  SHABP  said  it  was,  after  all,  a  mere 
matter  of  account.  The  colony  was  borrowing 
£2,000,000,  part  of  which  was  to  discharge 
provincial  liabilities ;  and  if  the  colony  undertook 
to  carry  out  contracts  entered  into  by  Provincial 
GoTemments,  the  expense  must  be  made  a  pro- 
vincial charge  if  the  borrowed  money  was  not 
Bufilcient. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  said  the  point  was,  that 
up  to  the  time  of  taking  over  the  railways,  the 
moneys  expended  should  be  a  provincial  charge ; 
but  works  undertaken  for  the  benefit  of  the  future 
should  clearly  be  a  colonial  charge. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  was  understood  to  say 
that  the  unexpended  amount  would  be  the 
balance  on  the  contracts  already  undertaken. 
The  railways  now  the  property  of  the  provinces 
would  have  to  be  valued  when  taken  over ;  and  of 
course  whatever  amount  was  duo  upon  any  par- 
ticular contract  would  be  taken  into  account,  and 
charged  to  the  provinces.  There  would  naturally 
be  many  works  which  would  have  to  be  carried 
out  after  the  railways  were  taken  over,  and  these 
would  be  a  colonial  charge. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  said  a  portion  of  the 
loan  was  intended  to  cover  provincial  liabilitieB. 
Then  why  not  apply  that  money  to  the  purposes 
indicated,  and  charge  the  interest  on  the  pro- 
vince, instead  of  charging  the  cost  to  the  land 
revenue  that  might  chance  to  be  in  the  provin- 
cial chest  ? 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  it  was  jiot  merely  a 
matter  of  account.  The  Provincial  Government 
might  have  sent  in  no  estimates  for  these  works 
on  the  railways.  In  that  case,  the  raQways  would 
be  working  at  a  disadvantage  to  the  colony,  while 
the  provinces  could  have  devoted  the  money  to 
the  Boad  Boards. 

Major  ATKINSON  must  point  out  that  raU- 
ways  were  a  great  advantage  to  localities  as  well 
as  to  the  colony,  althonch  the  honorable  gentle- 
man seemed  to  think  it  was  only  the  colony 
which  would  benefit.  Hie  Government  must 
exercise  some  discretion  in  the  matter.  Of  course, 
there  might  arise  cases  in  which  it  would  be  right  i 
for  the  colony  to  pay  these  charges. 

Item,  £2,628  lis.  4dy  agreed  to.  { 


Olabs  X.— MmnozPALiTnB  mjsd  Boid  Boaun. 
Charitable,  £17,185,  agreed  to. 

VwvscE  AiTD  Othbb  Puxfosbs  Loav. 

Boads  in  Native  Districts,  North  Idand, 
£10,000. 

Mr.  MTJBBAY  said  he  did  not  think  it  vu 
desirable  to  charge  the  maintenance  of  roadi  on 
the  loan. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  msmbe 
did  not  seem  to  understand  the  object  of  the  Tokft 
The  amount  was  a  saving  on  the  Defence  Loid, 
and  the  Gt>vemment  had  applied  the  mooej  to 
the  maintenance  of  roads  in  the  Native  dutiicti 
of  the  North  Island,  because  those  roads  wen 
matters  of  defence;  and  the  Government  beliered 
it  was  far  better  to  expend  the  money  on  their 
maintenance  than  in  keeping  np  a  number  of 
armed  men. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  thought  it  was  wrong  ia 
principle  to  charge  the  maintenanoe  of  roads  m 
loan.  If  there  were  to  be  counties  those  coantiei 
should  provide  for  the  maintenanoe  of  their  rosdi. 
It  was  absurd  to  talk  of  |[iving  contributions  in 
proportion  to  the  rates  levied,  and  then  bring  op 
special  votes  like  this.  He  thought  it  wu  not 
right  that  large  sums  of  mon^  should  be  granted 
for  the  roads  in  the  North  Liland,  and  not  for 
those  in  the  Middle  Island. 

Mr.  GIBBS  did  not  agree  with  the  last  spesbr. 
He  thought  that  the  colony  had  been  acting  on  a 
wrong  principle  for  a  long  time  in  inaociiig 
people  to  take  up  land  without  giving  them  rosdi 
whereby  they  might  get  to  it.  The  hononble 
gentleman  had  said  tnat  every  oountr  should  I 
support  its  own  roads ;  but  when  he  spoke  is  that 
way  he  must  have  been  thinking  only  of  the 
wealthy  Ooun^  of  Dunedin. 

Sir  G.  GBBY  wished  to  know  where  the 
Native  districts  referred  to  were. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  they  were  the  out- 
lying districts  all  over  the  northern  part  of  thif 
island. 

Mr.  BBID  said  there  were  plenty  of  oatljioe 
districts  in  Otago  which  mignt  be  prodsimed 
Native  districts,  and  then  they  woula  doobtleii 
have  money  provided  for  them  to  make  rosd« 
with. 

Item,  Maintenance  of  Boads  in  Native  Pii- 
tricts.  North  Island,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

Statb  Fosbsts  Aoooubz. 

Item,  Chief  Office,  £1,400. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  would  like  to  know  whether  it 
was  intended  to  keep  up  ihe  Campbell-Walker 
Department  He  had  no  wish  to  oppose  the 
vote  on  this  occasion,  but  he  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  be  able  to  say  that  they  would 
not  require  to  put  the  amount  on  the  estimates 
next  year. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  not  give  the  pledge 
the  honorable  gentleman  asked  for.  Captain 
Campbell  Walker  would  prepare  a  report  fiwf  W 
sentation  to  the  House  next  session,  and  it  womd 
then  be  for  the  House  to  say  what  steps  the  Go- 
vernment should  take  with  regard  to  the  matter. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  thought  that  thii  loone^ 
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required  to  be  voted  thif  rear  to  pay  expenses 
alreadj  incttired,  and  therefore  the  Hooie  should 
pass  the  item. 

Mr.  MONTOOMSRY  asked  whether  any  fresh 
•DS^gemdnte  ^i^b  respect  to  State  forests  would 
bo  entered  into  during  the  recess. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  no  firesh  engage- 
ments would  be  made  under  the  State  Forests 
Act.  Nothing  more  would  be  done  without  con- 
sulting the  House. 

Mr.  SHBBHAN  would  like  to  know  whether 
this  was  to  be  the  "  wind-up  "  of  the  affair.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  this  was  the  last  pay- 
ment they  were  to  make  in  regard  to  the  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  BEID  had  no  doubt  they  would  have  a 
Tory  nicely  printed  report  placed  before  them  next 
year  ;  but  he  thought  that  this  was  all  the  colony 
would  receire  for  this  i&l,400,  and  he  did  not  be- 
liere  that  the  report  would  give  them  much  in- 
formation after  all. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  thought  the  House  should 
know  whether  this  was  or  was  not  to  be  the  last 
sum  of  money  they  would  be  asked  to  Tote  for 
the  department. 

Mr.  OABBINOTON  said  the  House  ought  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  assurance  of  the  Premier 
that  no  further  action  would  be  taken  in  regard 
to  the  matter  without  consulting  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  wished  to  know  whether  the 
GoTemmeot  would  give  any  assurance  that  fresh 
expenditure  would  not  be  incurred.  If  fresh  ex- 
penditure was  to  be  incurred,  he  would  Tote 
■gainst  the  item. 

Miyor  ATKINSON  repeated  that  no  fresh  en- 
gagements would  be  entered  into. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  thought  the  Premier's  as- 
surance was  ample.  This  amount  was  payable 
under  the  Act,  and  great  diiBoulties  would  arise 
if  they  threw  it  out. 

Item,  Chief  Office,  £1,400,  agreed  to. 

Item,  Transfers  to  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
£10,604  lis.  8d.,  agreed  to. 

Land  Fuxuv. 

Item,  Surreyor-General's  Department,  £600, 
agreed  to. 

Bducation,  £14,000. 

Mr.  BOWE  took  exception  to  the  proposed 
▼ote  for  the  Auckland  Museum  of  £2,000.  The 
osntrss  of  population  had  ample  proyision,  while 
the  outlying  districts  were  neglected,  and  had 
to  depend  entirely  upon  public  support.  The 
centres  of  population  ought  to  be  better  able  to 
maintain  these  institutions,  and  should  not  ro- 
csire  GoTcmment  aid,  while  the  wants  of  the 
ontlyinff  districts  were  disrenrded. 

Mr.  LUSK  was  surprised  at  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  gentleman.  To  his  knowledge, 
the  honorable  gentleman's  district  had  receired 
Uiousands  of  pounds  for  erery  hundred  spent 
withm  and  directly  about  Auckland.  Not  one 
imgle  school-house  had  been  built  in  the  neigh- 
boorhood  of  Auckland,  while  thousands  of  pounds 
hid  been  spent  at  the  Thamee. 

Hr.  BOWE  said  that  was  incomot.  All 
the  school  houses  at  the  Thamet  had  not  oott 
£1,000,  and  wero  not  w^Hh  £600, 


Sir  0*.  GBBY  explained  how  this  Tote  of 
£14,000  was  diyided:  £8.000  was  for  school 
buildings  in  the  city  of  Auckland  and  its  yicinity, 
there  being  absolutely  no  suitable  school  build- 
ings in  that  part  of  the  proTince ;  £4,000  was  to 
be  set  apart  for  school  buildings  at  the  Thames ; 
and  on  the  Coromandel  Peninsula  £2,000  was  to 
be  spent  in  the  country  districts. 

Mr.  BOWE  explained  that  he  had  spoken 
under  the  impression  that  this  was  the  rote  for 
museums. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Museums,  £2,000. 

Mr.  BOWE  asked  if  this  money  was  to  be 
applied  throughout  the  province  generally. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  not.  It  was 
to  pay  off  a  debt  on  the  Auckland  Museum. 

Mr.  BABFF  asked  the  Premier  if  these 
sums  which  were  being  voted  during  the  present 
session  for  museums  throughout  the  colony  were 
to  be  locally  charged  or  puced  against  the  Con*, 
solidated  Berenue. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  they  were  all  to  be 
locally  charged,  and  debited  against  therespectlTe 
liand  Funds. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  said  that  was  rather  a  hard 
case.  He  had  asked  if  an^  monef  was  going  to 
be  voted  for  oountir  libranes,  and  had  Men  told 
"No."  This  was  the  way,  it  appeared,  that  the 
money  from  the  Land  Fund  was  to  be  spent. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  he  must  set  his  &ce 
against  the  unconditional  granting  of  this  item 
for  the  Auckland  Museum,  which  was  in  the  hands  • 
of  a  small  coterie  of  sdentiflo  gentlemen,  and 
was  in  no  sense  like  the  Mechanics'  Institute 
or  the  assisted  local  libraries.  There  was  tb 
certain  sum  of  money  set  apart  for  public  libra- 
ries, and  these  jjentlemen  became  entitled  to 
participation  in  it.  It  was  a  rule  in  the  Pror 
vinoial  Coundl  that  the  books  to  be  distribtited 
to  the  various  libraries  were  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Provincial  Council 
Library,  in  order  that  they  might  exdude  light 
literature  and  confine  the  distribution  to  books 
that  would  set  the  mind  or  the  hands  at  work» 
and  give  information  which  would  really  be  of 
use.  The  body  to  which  he  alluded  sent  in 
a  requisition  fat  books  of  a  very  costly  charaoter, 
and  exclusively  on  high  and  dry  scientific  sulgeots» 
such  as  the  physiology  of  the  blow-fly,  and  fi^ta 
concerning  British  spmers.  While  he  recognised 
that  there  were  works  of  this  nature  of  a  very 
useful  description,  he  thought,  with  the  Com-, 
mittee  of  the  Provincial  CouneU,  that  the  mon^ 
spent  upon  them  would  not  be  productive  of  the 
amount  of  public  good  that  the  vote  for  the 
purpose  was  expe^ed  to  accomplish.  The. 
Committee  declined  to  give  the  money  for  the 
purchase  of  these  books.  Anin,  the  Museum, 
was  not  convenient  or  suitable  to  the  ordinary 
run  of  people,  and  he  did  not  think  it  was  open 
to  the  puolio  in  the  evening.  He  had  been, 
astonished  to  find  that  a  body,  which  was  in. 
no  sense  a  public  body,  had  sent  an  intimation  to 
the  Government  that  th^  would  take  the  Pro- 
vinoial  Council  librai^  under  their  charge ;  and: 
the  Qovemment,  he  ssod  advisedly,  had  beisn  base: 
enon^  to  thrpw  o«t  ip  the  Upper  HonK  thft. 


T18 


^tjPpU/. 


[H0I7B&] 


atppiif. 


[Ooi.  S8 


Bill  paBsed  here.  The  gentlemen  named  in  that 
Bill,  and  who  had  been  oharaoteriied  as  a  lot 
of  mob  orators  or  something  of  that  sort,  only 
desired  that  the  Frorinoial  Oouneil  library 
should  be  placed  in  their  hands  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Auckland  pablic.  What  was  intended 
by  the  Bill,  which  was  introduced  at  their  in- 
stance, was,  that  the  library  should  be  held  in 
trust  for  the  public.  The  Auckland  Museum 
was    in   no    sense  open  to  the  public  except, 

Sirhaps,  in  the  same  way  that  GoTcmment 
ouse  was— aooessible  only  to  a  select  few— or 
as  the  Assembly  Librarr,  which  could  not  be 
said  to  be  open  to  the  public. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  desired  to  strike  this  item  out»  the 
QoTcmment  would  hare  no  objection. 

Mr.  SWANSON  did  not  desire  that.  He 
wanted  this  money  to  be  given  to  the  public 
libraries  in  the  proyince,  where  it  would  be  of 
real  and  general  use. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Qoremment  could 
not  assent  to  that 

Mr.  SWANSON  was  sorry  if  that  was  the 
honorable  gentleman's  policy — that  a  select  few 
af  the  "  upper  ten "  were  to  have  this  money 
giren  to  tnem  for  this  purpose,  subject  to  no 
public  control. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  altogether  under  a  misapprehension 
when  he  said  raat  the  Institution  belonged  only 
to  a  select  few.  He  was  mixing  up  two  things 
which  had  no  connection,  further  than  that  the 
one  institution  was  under  the  management  of 
the  other.  The  Museum  was  open  to  the  public, 
«nd  belonged  to  the  public.  The  Museum  was 
open  to  the  public  free  of  chaive,  and  in  this 
respect  was  not  to  be  eompared  with  the  Me- 
chanics' Institute.  If  a  man  wished  to  be- 
long to  the  Mechanics'  Institute  he  had  to 
pay,  but  he  could  Tisit  the  Museum  without 
any  ptmnent  as  often  as  he  liked.  It  was 
open  for  the  instruction  of  the  pubUc  and 
for  the  use  of  the  public  so  many  days 
in  the  week.  With  regard  to  the  honorable 
gentleman's  dbeerrations  about  the  Gh>yemmenl 
handing  over  the  ProTindal  Council  Library  to 
the  Institute,  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  had  nerer  heard 
of  any  such  thing.  He  promi^wl  the  honorable 
member  for  Onehunpt,  on  the  part  of  the  Gh>- 
Temment,  that  nothmg  would  be  done  with  the 
Ubrary  until  next  session,  when  he  said  he 
thought  it  might  be  made  the  foundation  of  a 
public  librarr  i  and  that  was  the  way  the  matter 
stood.  So  the  honorable  gentleman  had  made  a 
speech  on  a  subject  about  which  he  was  entirely 
mistaken. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  the  Postmaster-General 
appeared  to  be  under  the  impression  that  the 
Auckland  Museum  was  aeoesstble  at  all  times, 
motning  and  evening,  to  the  public.  His  (Mr. 
Swanson's)  impression  was  that  such  was  not  the 
ease.  The  Museum  should  be  open  from  ten  to 
four  o'dook,  and  at  least  three  eyeniogs  in  the 
week  for  the  conyenience  of  working  people  and 
their  fiunilies.  He  was  anxious  that  this  should 
be  done.  The  great  bulk  of  the  working  classes 
Ufed  al  ft  distance  from  the  Museumi  which  wm 


not  centrally  situated ;  and  it  was  out  of  the  < 
tion  for  them  to  avail  themselyes  of  the  i  ' 
tages  of  the  institution  between  the  hours  of  ten 
and  four  o'clock.  They  were  all  at  work  dorins 
that  time.  They  should  haye  access  to  the  Mu- 
seum at  least  during  three  eyenings  in  the  week. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  Qoyemment  were  oxilj 
making  temporary  arrangements ;  but  they  wovild 
take  care  that  the  Museum  was  made  as  aoeesaihle 
as  possible  to  all  classes  of  the  public. 

Mr.  ROLIiSSTON  said  the  museums  ahonld 
be  open  to  the  public  on  Sundays.  Tbeirorkixi^ 
men  could  enjoy  themselves  to  greater  adysntage 
than  by  yisitine  theee  institutions  in  the  eyenings. 
They  should  follow  the  example  set  in  Canter- 
bury, and  <men  the  atheneums  and  mnsetims  an 
Sundays.  This  would  be  a  privilege  whieh  tiie 
working  people  would  appreciate. 

Mr.  ANDREW  hoped  the  sugeestion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  wonldbe  carried  out. 
The  neople  could  properlj  employ  themselyes  on 
Sunaays  by  yisiting  such  mstitutions. 

Mr.  DIO-NAN  trusted  the  suggestion  would 
not  be  acted  upon  so  far  as  the  Province  of  Au<&- 
land  was  concerned.  The  people  of  Auckland 
would  not  care  to  spend  their  Sundays  in  sndi 
nlaces,  and  in  that  respect  perhaps  they  differed 
nom  the  people  whom  the  honorable  member 
for  Ayon  represented. 

Sir  O.  OBEY  said  this  matter  should  not  be 
dealt  with  in  a  summary  way  {  and  he  should  like 
to  know  what  the  Gtivemment  intended  to  do  in 
regard  to  these  public  institutions.  He  thought 
some  regulations  should  be  laid  down  for  Hieir 
management.  A  mudi  larger  question  aroee  for 
consideration — namely,  whiS  was  to  be  done  with 
the  Provincial  CounoU  IdbraiyF  The  Qtoreaxr 
ment  had  assented  to  certain  things  being  done, 
and  their  own  colleague  in  the  Upper  House  had 
upset  thttr  action  in  that  House.  When  the  Bill 
was  under  consideration  in  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil) their  colleague  used  most  improper  expressions 
towards  members  of  this  Hxmse,  expresnons 
which  amounted  to  a  breach  of  privilege.  A  Bill 
was  passed  in  this  House  for  tiie  purpose  of 
making  the  Provincial  Council  Library  a  public 
library  for  the  people  of  Auckland;  and  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  had  endeayoured  to 
carry  out  the  object  were  called  "  mob  oratora  " 
by  the  member  representing  the  €k>yemment  in 
the  Upper  House,  and  had  other  terms  of  that 
kind  applied  to  them.  All  the  action  of  this 
House  had  been  upset  by  the  direct  interference 
of  a  member  of  the  Qoyemment.  He  thought  it 
was  an  absolutely  unknown  thing  that  there 
should  be  one  Qoyemment  in  this  House  and 
another  Gbvemment  in  the  Upper  House. 
It  was  something  absolutely  intolerable  that 
the  Qoyemment  should  support  the  measure 
in  this  House,  and  that  it  should  be  defeated 
by  the  action  of  the  member  of  the  Qoyem- 
ment in  the  Leeislatiye  OouncQ,  and  tibat 
that  member  showd  apply  injurious  terms  to 
the  supporters  of  the  Bill  in  this  House.  A 
Bill  to  make  the  Council  Library  a  public  library 
for  the  dtiaens  of  Auckland  was  a  good  and  pro- 
per measure.  Hie  Provincial  Qovemment  of 
Auckland  gave  gitette  in  aid  of  libnries  thraDgh- 
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out  the  proTinoe.  At  tb«  Tfaamee  there  wm  a 
muaeam  p^^tlT  lupported  by  the  ProYincial  Go- 
Temment.  Throughoat  the  proTinoe  ooimtry 
librariei  had  been  established,  but  these  would 
now  be  swept  away.  Instead  of  giving  one  laree 
Tote  for  the  support  of  one  institution  in  Auok- 
land,  a  number  of  votes  should  have  been  pro- 
posed for  the  support  of  libraries  throughout  the 
proTinoe.  It  was  a  most  unfair  and  improper 
prooeeding  on  the  part  of  a  great  Civil  servant 
who  WM  appointed  a  Minister,  and  who  repre- 
sented nobody,  to  have  used  such  language  as  he 
applied  to  the  members  of  this  House  and  the 
representatives  of  the  Province  of  AucUand.  The 
Qt>vemment  should  have  infonned  the  members 
of  this  House  of  the  action  that  was  about  to  be 
taken  in  the  Upper  House  with  regard  to  this 
Bill.  The  whole  proceeding  was  one  of  a  party 
character  and  of  a  class  character.  He  trusted 
the  Government  would  inform  the  House  what 
oourse  they  intended  to  take  with  regard  to  the 
library — whether  thev  would  carry  out  the  wish 
of  this  House,  or  whether  they  would  support 
the  action  of  their  colleague  in  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legialature  P 

Mr.  ^WHITAESB  said  he  had  a  conversation 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga  regard- 
ing thie  Bill,  which  was  a  private  member^s  Bill, 
and  one  upon  which  members  of  the  Government 
could  entertain  different  views.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  next  session  some  arrangement  would  be 
made  by  which  this  library  woiud  be  made  avail- 
able to  the  public.  He  had  told  the  honorable 
member  for  Onehunga  that  if  the  measure  were 
not  passed  this  session,  he  would  undertake,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  that  the  library 
should  be  kept  in  its  present  position — so  that 
next  session  it  would  be  open  for  Parliament 
to  give  effect  to  his  wikhes,  and  take  steps 
to  make  the  library  the  foundation  of  a  pub- 
lic library  for  the  people  of  Auckland.  The 
Government  were  in  no  way  bound  by  any- 
thing said  in  the  Upper  House  with  regard  to 
this  Bill,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  in  any  way  a 
Government  measure.  Next  session  a  Bui  would 
probably  be  brought  in  for  dealing  with  this 
library,  and  other  libraries  in  the  same  position 
in  other  parts  of  the  couatiy.  He  was  reminded 
that  under  an  Act  passed  this  session  the  library 
would  be  handed  over  to  the  Board  of  Bdnoation ; 
but  it  would  soon  become  Colonial  Government 
property,  and  he  thought  the  best  ananffement 
that  could  be  made  would  be  to  carrv  out  me  un- 
derstanding he  had  come  to  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Onehunga.  As  to  the  Museum,  he 
thought  all  these  works  of  art,  specimens,  &c., 
would  belong,  not  to  the  Institute,  but  to  the 
colony  when  the  province  was  abolished.  Of 
course,  in  handing  over  the  proposed  grant,  the 
object  sought  would  be  to  make  the  museum  as 
available  as  possible,  and  especially  to  carry  out 
the  BUffgestion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Avon, 
that  the  Museum  should  be  open  on  Sundays, 
which  seemed  to  be  considered  a  very  important 
matter. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  thought  the  library  should  be  a 
public  one  ;^  and  be  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  if 


Mr.  SWAirSON  said  eveoy  member  of  the 
Provincial  Council  had  the  right  to  eive  an 
order  to  any  one  to  use  the  library,  and  that  was 
extensively  availed  of.  He  thought  matters 
might  stand  as  they  were  until  next  session,  so 
long  as  the  Government  did  not  let  the  libraiy 
go  out  of  their  possession. 

Item,  Museums,  £2,000,  agreed  to. 

Item,  Miscellaneons,  £8,000,  agreed  to. 

UKAUTHOUZBD  EXPHlTDITOJa. 

Services  not  provided  for,  £82,862  7s.  lOd. 

Mr.  SW ANSON  asked  for  an  explanation  re- 
garding the  item  "Proportion  of  special  allow- 
ance to  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  to  cover  expenses  of 
mission  to  England,  £1,600.'^ 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  see  bv  the  report  of  the  Committee 
that  a  special  allowance  was  authorixed  by  the 
Government  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel  when  he  went 
Home.  The  statement  showed  how  the  money 
was  distributed  among  the  various  servioea. 

Item,  Services  not  provided  for,  £82,868 
7s.  lOd.,  agreed  to. 

"DxFBiroB  AVD  Othxb  Pttbposbb  Loav  Act, 

1870." 
For  servioes  not  provided  for,  18s.  lid.,  agrsed 
to. 

IiAVD  Fnin^. 
For  services  not  provided  for,  £8,166  9b,  2d., 
agrsed  to. 

ImaasiTioH  aitd  Publio  Wobks  Afsbo- 

PBIAXIOK. 

Class  I.— Immigration,  £136,266  19s.  2d. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  asked  how  many  immi- 
grants the  Treasurer  expected  to  introduce. 

Mi^or  ATKINSON.— About  6,000. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  pointed  out  that  the 
departmental  expenses  would  be  something  more 
than  £8  per  head.  He  thought  that,  when  so 
few  immigrants  were  being  introduced,  these 
departments  should  be  cut  down. 

Maior  ATKINI^ON  said  the  honorable  member 
would  see  there  had  been  a  veoy  luge  reduction 
from  beginning  to  end. 

Bir.  MONTGOMEBY  said  the  expense  of  the 
Immigration  Department  was  £17,000,  including 
the  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  Agent-General's 
Office  charged  under  that  head.  As  it  was  only 
intended  to  introduce  6,000  immigrants,  he 
thought  it  was  an  intolerable  amount  of  sack 
for  a  halfpenny  worth  of  bread. 

Item,  Immigration,  £186,266 19s.  2d.,  agreed  to. 

Advances  for  Immigration  Purposes,  £69,410 
as.4d. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  this  amount  consisted 
of  balances  of  votes  that  had  been  amm>priated 
for  particular  works  in  past  years.  They  were  all 
re-votcs.  The  Government  had  encouraged  the 
provinces  to  spread  this  expenditure  over  as  long 
a  time  as  possible. 

Item,  Advances  for  Immigration  Purposes, 
£69,410  8s.  4d.,  agreed  to. 

ClABS  n.— PtJBUO  WOXKB. 

Pepvtnaital,  £14^946  6tk  Sd. 
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ICr.  BIOHABDSON  donred  to  eiplaui  to  the  | 
Oommxttae  the  only  altentione  that  hid  been  i 
made  smoe  he  deUvered  hit  PuUio  Worta  State-  ' 
ment  to  the  House  some  months  ego.  One 
was  that  the  tenniniis  of  the  trank  line  of  the 
North  Island  had  been  placed  about  two  milee 
and  a  half  further  than  was  proposed  at  that 
time,  which  would  inTolre  an  outlaj  of  about 
£26,000.  The  second  was  with  refeienoe  to  the 
Waimea  Water -race.  The  Eumaia  rush  had 
assumed  Terj  large  proportions,  and  the  only 
supply  of  water  obtainable  for  those  ^ggings  was 
commanded  entirely  by  the  Waimea  Water-race. 
If  the  Gtyvemment  bisd  seen  any  likelihood  of 
the  country  in  which  Knmara  was  situated  being 
able  to  raise  sufficient  money  to  teke  the  race  to 
these  diggings,  they  would  not  hare  proposed  to 
the  House  that  the  work  should  be  completed  by 
the  GoTemment,  but  would  rather  have  left  it  to 
the  country.  It  appeared  te  tiie  GoTemment 
that,  if  they  did  not  take  action  in  the  matter, 
rery  serious  injury  would  -be  done  to  the  dis- 
trict. Eitiber  the  water  supply  required  for  the 
Waimea  Bace  would  haye  te  be  abandoned,  and 
allowed  to  be  taken  by  smaller  races  made  by 
prirate  companies,  or  else  the  Goremment  must 
take  the  step  they  proposed.  He  might  say,  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  that  the  GoTem- 
ment had  for  a  long  time  recognized  that  it 
would  hare  been  better  if  they  hwi  not  meddled 
with  the  construction  of  water-races  at  all.  In 
this  case,  the  colony  expended  £100,000  on  the 
Waimea  Bace,  and  it  would  teke  £80,000  more  te 
complete  the  race  itself,  in  addition  to  a  further 
sum  of  £10,000  which  would  be  required  to  teke 
it  to  the  Kumara.  It  was  now  beyond  doubt 
that  the  race  would  supply  a  rery  large  extent 
of  auriferous  country,  and  would  proride  work 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years.  The  land 
for  the  branch  Hue  into  Wanganui  would  also  be 
boueht  this  year,  and  plans  prepared  for  the 
works.  That  was  the  only  difference  from  the 
statement  he  made  to  the  House  a  few  months 
ago. 

Item,  £14^948  6s.  8d.,  agreed  to. 

Inspector  of  Stores'  Depwtment,  £1,160,  agreed 
to. 

Agent-General's  Department,  London,  £1,719 

Mr.  MUBBAY  said  this  was  generally  oon- 
sidejred  to  be  a  reiy  expensire  depcrtment,  and 
very  properly  so,  when  they  consiaered  that  the 
cost  of  the  Victorian  Agency  was  only  £8,000. 
He  trusted  the  Goyemment  would  endeayour  to 
make  reductions. 

Mr.  BIOHABDSON  said  that  instructions  had 
been  giyen  to  reduce  the  expense  of  the  depart- 
ment as  much  as  possible :  although  he  did  not 
see  how  there  would  be  much  reduction  made  in 
the  Public  Works  branch  of  the  expenditure. 

Item,  £1,719  8b.  4d.,  agreed  to. 

Oli80  m.— Bailwats. 
.  Kawakawa,  £20,000,  agreed  to. 
Kaiparar-Puniu,  £190,000. 
Mr.  MUBBAY  asked  why  the  salary  of  the 
District  Engineer  at  Auckland  had  been  increased. 
GChe  railways  were  not  returning  such  a  yi^  at 


had  been  expected  from  th»in,  and  this  ha 
thought  was  hardly  a  time  lor  inoreaaing  salariei. 
Besides,  this  gentleman,  he  belieyed,  was  not  t 
sUlled  engineer. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  fl»id  the  District  En- 
^neer  at  Hokitika  was  paid  £700  a  year,  and 
it  was  only  fair  to  place  thie  gentleman  on  t 
similar  footing.  His  datiea  were  difficult  and 
responsible ;  and  for  such  poeitiona  he  beliefed  in 
paying  good  salaries  to  the  beet  men  that  were  to 
besot. 

Item,  £190,000,  agreed  to. 

Napier-Manawat^  £57,000,  agreed  to. 

Wellington-Masterton,  £137,000. 

Mr.  BIOHABDSON  took  the  oppoitunitj  to 
contradict  a  statement  that  appeared  in  an  eren- 
ing  paper  with  reference  to  the  engines  ordered 
for  this  line :  not  that  it  affirated  the  Ckyyemment 
at  all,  but  it  might  affect  the  reputation  oi  tho 
Gbyemment  Engineers.  It  had  been  stated  tint 
the  engines  were  too  large  for  the  tunnels  in  Hit 
Bimutaka.  The  plans  and  aectiona  of  the  tonneli 
were  sent  Home,  and  proper-siaed  engines  wen 
sent  out.  They  would  to  through  the  tnnsd 
without  any  difficulty,  and  there  would  there/bra 
be  no  necessity  to  increase  ite  aiae  in  order  to 
admit  the  engines;  but  the  £ngineer-in-Chief 
thought  it  would  be  prudent  to  enlai^ge  thoie 
tunnels  which  were  not  completed,  if  the  cost  wii 
not  IaWt  &nd  steps  were  taken  to  haye  this  work 
done.  He  mentioned  the  matter  because  it  might 
at  some  future  time  be  brought  up  ae  one  of  the 
maree'-nesto  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce  usually  brought  before  the  Houee. 

Item,  £187,000,  agreed  to. 

Waitera-Patea,  £57,000,  agreed  to. 

Patea  -  Manawatu     (with    fV>xton     bruidi), 
£114,000,  agreed  to. 

Nelson-Foxhill,  £15,700,  agreed  to. 

Picton-Blenheim,  £20,500,  agreed  to. 

Brunner-G-reymouth,  £84,000,  agreed  to. 

Westport-Ngakawau,  £79,000,  agreed  to. 

Amberley-Waitaki  (with  branch  IiiiM)i 
£87,700,  agreed  to. 

Waitaki  Bridge  Oonstruotion,  £1,800,  agresd 
to. 

Waitaki  -  Inyeroargill  (including  lAwrenes 
branch),  £824,000,  agreed  to. 

Winton-Kingston,  £58,000,  agreed  to. 

Suryey  of  New  Lines,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

Land  on  authorixed  lines  of  railway,  and  aadi* 
tional  roUing  stock  and  station  acoommodstiooi 
£100,000,  agreed  to. 

Olabs  IV.— Boads. 
North  Island,  £29,963  U.  8d.,  agreed  to. 
Nelson  South-West  Gold  Fields,  £10,271  ^^ 
2d.,  agreed  to. 
Westknd,  £10,294  8s.  lOd.,  agreed  to.  , 

Hokitika-OhrUtohurob,  £1,478  9b.  2d.,  agi«<^ 

to. 
Olabs  v.— Lakd  Pubchabbb,  Nosth  liLAiro. 

Oeneral  Expenses,  £640.  . 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  if  it  were  not  so  near  the 
dose  of  the  seesion  he  would  discuss  this  item  » 
some  length ;  but  he  would  content  himself  now 
with  saving  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  mon^ 
yoted  for  the  pnrohaae  of  xfatiye  hmd  in  u^ 
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North  laUnd  had  been  wasted  in  the  most  extra- 
Tftgant  manner.  If  the  Nalire  Minuter  were 
present,  he  (Mr.  Sheehan)  would  eren  now  go  into 
the  matter  in  detail,  and  would  prove  that  the 
land  bought  had  been,  to  a  large  extent,  worth- 
less for  settlement,  and  had  been  purchased  at 
prices  far  higher  than  ought  to  hare  been  given 
for  it.  It  was  a  positive  tact  that  for  the  expen- 
diture of  some  £300,000  or  £400,000  a  commis- 
sion of  £86,000  had  been  paid.  There  was  a 
statement  made  the  other  oaj  by  Judge  Bogan 
to  the  effect  that  the  return  furnished  by  the 
Native  Minister  of  the  lands  purchased  in  the 
Poverty  Bay  district  was  absolutely  incorrect, 
and  that  blocks  were  put  down  as  purdiased 
which  had  never  been  purchased.  Ho  did  not 
like  to  use  the  language  in  which  the  conduct  of 
this  department  should  be  characterized,  but 
would  simply  say  that  the  whole  department 
should  be  swept  away.  He  was  also  deterred 
from  making  any  lengthened  remarks  upon  the 
subject  by  the  fact  that  he  understood  from  the 
G-overnment  that  they  were  not  disposed  to  con- 
tinue the  present  sjstem  of  land  purchases — that 
this  year  they  would  practically  cease,  and  that 
the  money  now  being  voted  was  to  complete  un- 
finished transactions.  That  was  a  statement 
which  would  give  unqualified  satisfaction  to  the 
country.*  It  would  be  a  wrong  principle  to  go 
back  to  the  pre-emptive  right  of  the  Crown  to  the 
Native  lands,  and  the  true  system  was  to  give 
free  emption  to  the  Natives  themselvea.  Then 
and  not  till  then  would  the  North  Island  really 
progress.  Looking  at  the  money  which  had  been 
spent  and  the  results  obtained,  there  was  no 
doubt  that  it  had  been  wasted.  He  had  endea- 
voured, in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  to  get  a 
Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  matter, 
which  Commission  should  have  power  to  obtain 
all  vouchers  and  accounts ;  but  he  was  unfortu- 
nately presented,  on  one  occasion,  by  ill-health, 
from  bringing  forward  his  resolution,  and  on  an- 
other by  the  absence  of  the  Native  Minister.  He 
therefore  took  the  oplA>rtunity  now  of  entering 
his  protest  against  the  present  system,  and  next 
year  he  would  moTe  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  ; 
when  he  would  be  able  to  prove  conclusively  that 
the  money  had  been  wasted  in  a  most  extrava- 
gant manner,  and  that  four  or  five  times  as  much 
had  been  spent  as  was  necessary. 

Sir  Q-.  GREY  said  the  statements  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bodney  were  all  perfectly 
true,  and  yet  how  little  attention  was  being  paid 
to  them  by  the  Committee.  This  was  the  chance 
the  people  had  of  getting  redress  for  grievances ! 
The  money  voted  for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands 
in  the  North  Island  had  been  grossly  misspent, 
and  in  many  cases  tracts  of  land  had  been  bought 
which  had  instantly  been  leased  for  ninety-nme 
years  under  some  nominal  transactions  previously 
existing.  There  was  no  hope  for  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  as  long  as  the  GFovemment  managed 
matters  in  this  way. 

Item,  £640,  agreed  to. 

Auckland,  £72,172  I7s.  Id.,  agreed  to. 

Taianaki,  £19,665  3s.  lOd.,  agreed  to. 

Wellinffton,  £28,091  4s.  6d.,  agreed  to. 

Hawke^i  Bay,  £6,848  9i.  Id.,  agreed  to. 

VOL.  zxnL--oi. 


Class  VI. —Watbbwoekb  on  Gold  Fields. 

Water-races,  £137,386  6s.  lid. 

Mr.  MUEBAY  thought  the  Committee  was 
not  justified  in  agreeing  to  this  vote.  He  noticed 
tHat  there  was  a  sum  of  £61,881  13s.  3d.  ]^ut 
down  for  the  Waimea  Water-race,  and  extension 
to  Kumara.  Ho  would  like  to  know  what  would 
be  the  total  cost  of  this  work.  It  was  originally 
estimated  to  cost  £70,000. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  was  understood  to  say 
that  £11,000  of  this  money  had  already  been 
voted,  but  was  not  expended.  It  had  not  been 
intended  to  construct  the  head  works  of  this  race, 
this  year ;  but  as  the  race  would  supply  the  new 
Kumara  diggings  with  wator,  it  was  now  proposed 
to  carry  out  that  work.  Designs  for  head  works 
had  been  prepared,  and  it  was  estimated  that 
they  would  cost  about  £30,000 ;  while  the  cost  of 
extension  to  Kumara  would  probably  be  from 
£8,000  to  £11,000.  The  total  cost  of  the  work 
would  be  about  £150,000;  but  it  woidd  be  a 
totally  different  work  from  that  which  was  origi-  • 
nally  intended,  as  it  would  cover  a  much  larger 
extent  of  country. 

Mr.  MURRAY  recollected  that,  when  it  was 
originally  proposed  to  carry  out  this  work,  it  was 
intended  that  adyances  should  be  made,  and 
companies  assisted  to  cariy  on  the  work,  on 
giving  guarantee  that  the  money  was  properly 
expended.  It  was  stated  by  the  late  member 
for  Buller,  Mr.  O'Conor,  that  the  money  ex- 
pended upon  these  water-races  had  been  entirely 
wasted.  He  also  noticed  a  sum  of  £16,000  put 
down  for  the  Mikonui  Water-race,  and  believed 
that  work  would  cost  far  more  than  was  ever 
estimated.  It  was  much  more  desirable  to  ex- 
pend this  money  in  completing  the  railways  and 
other  large  undertakings  than  in  commencing  new 
works  like  these,  which  were  of  a  very  doubtful 
character,  and  which  he  believed  would  only  en- 
tail loss  upon  the  colony. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Government  had 
over  and  oyer  again  objected  to  this  work ;  but  it 
had  been  forced  upon  them  by  verv  large  minori- 
ties of  the  House,  and  they  were  oound  to  carry 
it  out. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  this  was  a  matter 
entirely  between  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
and  those  representing  the  locality.  The  House 
absolutely  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  ought 
not  to  be  held  responsible. 

Mr.  B  ARFF  was  not  surprised  at  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce  objecting  to  this  vote,  but 
there  were  certain  gentlemen  who,  the  less  they 
understood  a  subject,  had  the  more  to  say 
about  it,  and  this  was  a  case  in  point.  There  had 
been  a  vexy  large  expenditure  on  the  Waimea 
Water-race ;  and  without  a  larger  expenditure 
of  money,  the  money  already  Bpent  would  to  a 
great  extent  be  thrown  away.  The  head  works 
—  the  most  expensive  works  —  were  not  con- 
structed ;  and  until  they  were  completed,  a  sup- 
ply of  water  would  not  be  available.  A  supply 
of  water  would  be  the  making  of  the  Kumara 
district,  as  there  was  only  one  mining  party  that 
had  a  supply  of  water.  There  was  a  population 
there  of  6,000,  and  the  ground  would  carry  a 
papulation  of  10,000  for  a  great  many  yetz9  to 
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oome.  After  a  rapplj  of  water  was  obtained, 
there  would  be  a  oontinuouB  yield  of  gold  ob- 
tained, whioh  would  largely  benefit  the  distxiot 
and  the  colony  generally. 

Item,  £137,386  68.  lid.,  agreed  to. 

Aiding  Worka  on  Thamee  Gold  Field,  £10,092, 

agreed  to.  

Class  VII. 

Prospecting  and  Developing  of  Coal  Mines, 
£1,860  168.  8d.,  agreed  to. 

Class  YIII. 

Telegraph  Extension,  £46,040. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  objected  to  the  item  "New 
Plymouth  Lino  (completion  of),  £5,640."  A  Bum 
of  £1,600  had  been  yoted  last  year.  It  was  a 
costly  line  to  construct,  and  no  more  money  should 
be  expended  upon  it  until  the  Natire  differences 
were  arranged.  He  had  a  stronger  objection  to 
the  item  **  Extension  of  Line  to  whangaroa  and 
Mongonni."  The  expenditure  on  this  Hue  was 
oyer  £3,000  a  year,  and  the  reronue  was  only 
£850.  It  was  not  adTisable  to  extend  the  line 
further  at  present,  or  until  it  could  be  shown  that 
it  was  likely  to  pay.  The  expenditure  on  the 
construction  of  telegrapli  lines  in  the  North  Island 
far  exceeded  that  in  the  South  Island,  notwith- 
standing that  in  the  North  Island  the  loss  was 
Tory  considerable,  while  in  the  Middle  Island 
there  was  a  profit  realized.  Saeh  a  state  of  things 
could  not  possibly  give  satisfaction.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Clutha  had  asked  for  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  expended  on  the  telegraph  line  to 
connect  Catlin's  Kiver  with  Dunedin,  and  the 
answer  received  was  that  there  were  no  funds. 
If  that  was  the  case,  was  it  just  or  honest  that 
funds  should  bo  found  to  extend  a  line  which  was 
not  likely  to  pay?  Ho  trusted  the  Committee 
would  support  him  in  throwing  out  this  item  of 
£4,000. 

Mr.  T.  EELLY  was  surprised  at  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
to  this  rote.  The  honorable  member,  who  had 
visited  the  district  when  a  Minister,  was  the  last 
person  who  should  complain  of  the  action  of  the 
Government.  When  the  line  was  completed,  it 
would  be  a  paying  line. 

Mr.  WHiTAKER  said  the  pressed  extension 
to  the  Whangaroa  and  Mongonui  would  benefit 
a  country  where  there  were  7,000  or  8,000  Maoris 
and  a  considerable  European  population.  The 
line  was  now  made  ns  far  as  Eussell,  and  the 
revenue  vtas  £333  a  year,  with  a  cost  of  £158. 
This  result  would  compai*e  with  some  of  the  lines 
in  the  Middle  Island  which  were  favourites  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Clialuiers.  The  lino 
probably  would  not  now  give  a  margin  of  profit, 
and  tho  extension  would  no  doubt  not  pay,  at  all 
events  at  first ;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that 
these  portions  of  the  North  Island  had  all  their 
revenue  from  land  and  everything  else  mortgaged 
for  making  railways  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
colony,  and  there  was  no  chance  of  their  getting 
a  railway  made  in  that  part  of  the  country.  It 
was  now  sought,  therefore,  to  give  that  district 
communication  with  the  rest  of  the  colony  by 
telegraph,  and  the  honorable  member  opposed  it, 
as  he  had  eveiything  for  the  North  Islano. 


Mr.  REYNOLDS  desired  to  point  out  that  if 
they  took  interest  on  the  cost  of  construetioa,  and 
working  expenses,  there  would  be  a  loss  of  orer 
£2,000  a  year  on  the  line  to  BnsselL 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  remind  the  honorabls 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  that  the  system  he 
now  complained  of  had  grown  np  under  his  ovn 
control.  The  honorable  gentleman  should  not 
compare  the  South  Island  with  the  North  ia  thii 
matter,  for  manv  of  the  North  Island  statioDi 
were  kept  open  for  defence  purposes. 

Mr.  BEES  said  the  extreme  North  ought  to  be 
brought  into  communication  hj  telegraph  vith 
the  rest  of  the  colony.  The  money  proposed  to 
be  voted  would  be  well  spent ;  and  although  it 
might  not  in  the  first  instance  pay  the  wfads  of 
the  enenses,  the  revenue  would  go  on  inaeair 
ing.  He  hoped  the  honorable  member  for  Foii 
Chalmers  would  not  press  his  opposition  to  the 
vote.     

Mr.  WHITAEJIB  explained  that  he  hid 
already  been  comfwlled  to  refuse  a  simHtf  ap- 
plication from  Wairoa,  a  district  three  times  the 
importance  of  Catlin's  Biver.  As  to  the  Wh&- 
ngaroa-Mongonui  vote,  it  waa  not  placed  on  tha 
estimates  by  him.  Beierence  to  Mantard  would 
show  that  it  was  placed  Uiere  by  Sir  Jaliu 
Yogel,  who  was  induced  to  do  it,  amongst  others, 
for  political  reasons,  the  Natives  being  nomerooi 
in  that  district. 

Item,  £46,OiO,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX.— Pubuo  BuzLDiiros, 
Judicial,  £9,465  2s.  8d.,  agreed  to. 
Postal  and  Telegraph,  £21,983  lOd.,  agreed  to. 
Customs,  £1,230,  agreed  to. 
Offices  for  Public  Departments^  £81,485,  s^ 
to. 
Miscellaneous,  £1,850,  agreed  to. 

Class  X.— LiaHTHOTTSis. 

Lighthouses,  £49,700. 

Mr.  MONTQOMEBY  asked  the  Commissioner 
of  Customs  whether  the  apparatus  for  the  Ala- 
roa  Lighthouse  had  been  sent  for,  and  when 
the  erection  of  the  lighthouse  would  be  eom- 
menced  ?  There  was  a  sum  voted  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Q-overnment  of  Canterbuxr  towards  the 
erection  of  this  lighthouse ;  and  he  should  hie 
also  to  know  whether  the  Provincial  GoTem- 
meut  would  now  have  to  pay  that  sum. 

Mr.  Qt.  McLEAN  said  there  were  six  new 
lighthouses  now  in  the  colony,  and  steps  toward 
the  erection  of  some  of  them  would  do  doubt  be 
taken  before  next  session.  As  to  the  Akaroft 
light,  as  soon  as  the  Superintendent  of  ^"^fT 
bury  paid  the  sum  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
member,  the  order  would  be  sent  Home. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  said  the  cost  of  the  stesmtw 
"  Hinemoa"  and  "  Stella"— £40,000-W8S  /w  m 
excess  of  the  estimated  cost.  He  would  lixe  to 
know  how  the  deficiency  was  to  be  made  wp*   .  . 

Mr.  G.  McLEAN  siud  the  only  item  incJoded 
in  the  present  vote  was  for  a  steamer  to  be  used 
as  a  lighthouse  tender,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  "Hinemoa."  As  to  the  cost  of  we 
Utter  vessel,  it  would  be  impossible  to  staU  the 
exact  amount  untU  the  receipts  from  Lo&^°' 
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including  cost  of  bringing  tbe  Tessel  out,  arrirod 
in  tlie  oolonv. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  he  did  not  know  who  was 
responsible  for  the  error;  but  it  was  a  great 
jnistake  to  send  the  ressels  oat  under  steam. 
They  could  bare  been  brought  out  under  sail  for 
lialf  tbe  cost.  He  was  also  informed  that  the 
failors  were  to  receire  two  months'  pay  on  ac- 
count of  being  discharged  in  the  colony.  Other 
ressels  could  get  men  to  accept  Is.  a  month  on 
condition  of  being  discharged  in  the  colony. 

Item,  £49,700,  agreed  to. 

Class  XL— Ohahobs  akd  Expbksbs  of 
sAisnfa  Lours. 
Commission  and  other  Charges,  £6,000,  agreed 
to. 

CT.A8B  XII. — Otioo  Peotinciai.  Publio 

WOBKS  ASTAKOBS. 

Balance  of  £60,000  authorized  under  "  Otago 
Publio  Works  Adrances  Act,  1874,"  for  con- 
ttruetion  of  Branch  Railways,  £18,841,  agreed  to. 

TJKATrrHOBizxD  ExPBKDinmB  or  thb  Ybab 
1875-76. 

For  Serrioes  not  proTided,  £68,876  lis.  8d., 
agreed  to. 

Chtint  in  aid  of  Taranaki  Ghreat  South  Road, 
£2,500,  agreed  to. 

The  resolutions  were  reported  to  the  House. 

On  the  motion,  Tbat  they  be  read  a  second 
time, 

Mr.  ROLLBSTON  wished  to  ask  an  explana- 
tion from  Ministers  with  regard  to  an  item  of 
£7,000,  contribution  from  Canterbury  in  aid  of 
the  cost  of  the  Timsra  and  Temaka  Railway, 
which  was  part  of  the  main  tmnk  line.  Under 
the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  it  appeared  that 
these  contributions  were  to  be  ereaited  to  the 
Prorince  of  Canterbury  when  the  railways  were 
taken  orcr.  They  were  contributions  from  the 
land  revenue  of  the  proTinoe,  and  yet  the  Go- 
Tcmment  put  this  sum  down  in  the  fourth  sche- 
dule of  the  Immigration  and  Public  Works 
Appropriation  Bill  as  Ways  and  Means.  Ho 
would  like  to  know  whether  the  honorable  mem- 
ber at  the  head  of  the  Goyemment  would  giro 
an  assurance  that,  in  taking  orer  the  railways, 
this  contribution  would  be  recogniied  by  the 
GK>yemment  in  the  same  way  as  the  £49,000 
contribution  to  branch  lines  was  under  the  Finan- 
cial ArranMrnents  Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  prepared  to  give  the 
assurance  asked  for. 

Resolutions  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to* 

JONES  AND  MoMILLAN. 
Mr.  SWANSON  moved.  That  the  report  of  the 
Publio  Petitions  Committee  on  the  netition  of 
these  persons  be  agreed  to.  They  had  deposited 
the  required  amount  on  the  land  which  they  had 
taken  up,  and  were  qntte  willing  to  cany  out  the 
contract  under  which  they  got  the  land,  and  all 
that  was  wanted  to  enable  them  to  do  so  was  to 
get  a  title  to  the  land.  They  were  veir  desirable 
settlers,  and  had  been  acting  in  perfectly  oood 
faith,  so  that  their  case  was  well  worthy  of  the 
considention  of  tho  Oorenunent 


Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  doubt  a 
considerable  hardship  in  this  case.  The  peti- 
tioners made  application,  under  tbe  Waste  Lands 
Act  of  Taranaki,  to  the  provincial  authorities, 
who,  being  desirous  of  getting  the  country  settled, 
under  special  settlement  clauses,  agreed  to  grant 
those  gentlemen  land  on  certain  conditions  ;  but 
those  conditions  had  to  be  approved  by  the  Go- 
vernor in  Council  before  they  coiili  bo  eiven  effect 
to.  When  the  matter  came  before  the  General 
Gk>vemment,  it  was  found  that  the  terms  were 
apparontly  not  strictly  within  the  law.  Although 
the  Government  were  desirous  of  giving  effect  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  Provinoial  Gh>yem- 
meat,  they  were  adriscd  by  the  Law  Officer  that  it 
would  be  contrary  to  the  law  to  do  so,  and  there- 
fore they  were  obliged,  with  some  regret,  to  rofuse 
the  application.  Now  that  the  Committee  had 
gone  into  the  matter,  if  tbe  House  made  any  ro- 
oommendation,  the  Government  would  be  glad  to 
give  effect  to  it. 

Mr.  SWANSON  moved.  That  it  be  aa  instmo* 
tion  to  the  Government  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendation  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  in  this  case. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

THAMES  PUMPING  ASSOCL^TION. 
The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  leave  to  add  a  new  olanse 
to  the  Public  Works  and  Immigration  Bill,  pro* 
viding  for  handing  over  to  the  County  of  Thames 
the  mortgage  held  by  the  colony  over  tbe  works  of 
the  Thames  Pumping  Association. 

Mi^r  ATKINSON  aaid  the  object  of  the 
clause  was  to  enable  the  GK)yerninent  to  hand 
over  to  the  County  Council  of  the  Thames,  when 
constituted,  the  mortgage  held  over  tlie  Pumpinc 
Association's  claim.  Honorable  gentlemen  would 
remember  that  £50,000  was  authorized  to  be 
advanced  to  the  Pumping  Association  of  the 
Thames ;  and  tbe  Provincial  Ghyvemment  of  Auck- 
land be<»me  responsible  for  that  amount,  nearly 
the  whole  of  which  had  been  expended.  It  was 
necessary,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  works,  that  a 
considerably  larger  sum  should  still  be  ex- 
pended. The  Gbvemment  wero  not  prepared 
to  go  further,  but  the  people  of  the  Thames  con* 
siderad  it  of  veiy  great  importance  that  the 
works  should  be  continued,  as  a  large  number  of 
mines  would  be  flooded  if  the  works  ceased. 
Tliey  thought  that  at  a  reasonable  cost  thej 
could  apply  water  power  to  the  machinery  in- 
stead 01  steam,  which  would  effect  a  large  sav- 
ing. The  Government,  looking  at  this  matter 
rather  as  a  white  elephant  as  far  as  the  colony 
was  concerned,  thougnt  it  would  be  fisr  better  to 
get  rid  of  it  at  once  by  handing  it  over  to  the 
Thames  County.  It  was  a  subject  of  great  local 
importance,  and  he  understood  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Rowe)  that 
I  the  money  could  be  raised  to  make  it  a  profitable 
<  concern.  The  transfer  would  rolieve  the  province 
J  of  all  charge  in  respect  of  the  advance.  He  did 
I  not  propose  to  buraen  the  coun^^  with  payment 
of  the  interest ;  for  if  a  work  of  such  great  im- 
portanoe  oonld  be  oanried  on  laooeasf  ally  without 
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farther  oott  to  the  eolonj,  thej  might  he  reiy 
well  BatUfiecL 
BeaolatioQ  agreed  (o. 

J.  LXJNDON. 

ICr.  SWANSON  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
GK>Temment  would  gire  effect  to  the  reoommen- 
dation  of  the  Pablic  PetitioxiB  Committee  in  the 
ease  of  John  Lundon  P 

Miyor  ATKINSON  eaid  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  casoi  excepting  what  he  had  learned  mm 
documenle  the  honorable  member  for  Newton 
had  just  brought  under  his  notice.  He  would 
look  into  the  matter ;  and  if  he  found  that  the 
farther  investigation  proposed  bj  the  Committee 
was  neoessarji  he  would  cause  it  to  be  made. 

NATIVE  SCHOOIfl  BILL. 

Mr.  WHITAKBB^  at  the  request  of  the  pro- 
moter of  this  Bill,  moved  that  it  be  discharged. 

ICr.  BOLLESTON  asked  the  Cbyemment  to 
consider  the  desirability,  during  the  recess,  of  re- 
introducing <*The  Natiye  Schools  Act,  1867," 
with  provisions  respecting  the  providing  of  funds 
for  the  maintenance  of  schools.  He  was  quite 
satisfied  that  no  method  could  be  worse  than 
voting  funds  for  a  number  of  Native  and  Euro- 
pean schools  and  salaries  of  teachers  in  the  way 
they  had  done  in  the  past.  What  was  wanted 
was  an  Act  to  make  permanent  provision  for 
education,  in  accordaoce  with  certain  regulations 
that  would  insure  certain  results  being  obtained 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  He 
did  not  want  to  go  into  any  discussion  of  the 
subject  at  present  He  would  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider  the  advisableness  of  bringing 
down  a  permanent  measure  whicli  would  place 
the  pubhc  funds  for  school  purposes,  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  beyond  the  temporary  control  of 
circumstances — a  measure  which  could  declare 
that,  if  certain  results  were  obtained,  money 
would  be  forthcominp;  from  the  public  chest. 
That  was  the  best  footing  upon  which  he  thought 
education  could  be  put. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  that  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  really  meant  was  the  placmg  of  the 
power  of  voting  this  money  beyond  the  control 
of  Parliament.  The  House  had  always  set  its 
&ce  against  that.  It  appeared  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  exceedingly  persistent  in 
bringing  this  matter  forward.  He  trusted  the 
Government  would  not  accede  to  the  request  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  and  part  with  the 
privilege  of  voting  funds  year  by  year.  There 
never  had  been  any  difficulty  experienced  in 
getting  funds  voted  for  the  support  of  Native 
schools. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  honorable  member 
did  not  see  that  he  (Mr.  BoUeston)  wished  most 
distinctly  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  Parliament, 
and  take  it  out  of  the  power  of  individuals,  to 
alter  the  terms  on  which  money  should  be  given. 
The  popular  will  should  be  expressed  most 
decideidly  through  the  supreme  Legislature.  The 
honorable  gentleman  showed  singmar  obtuseness 
generally  on  matters  of  this  kmd,  and  did  so 
OAoe  more  on  thia  oeoasion. 


Mr.  BETNOLDS;said  that  what  the  honorable 

gentleman  wished  was  that  certain  suma  should 
be  voted  by  Act,  and  that  was  taking  tho  matter 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Assembly. 
Bill  discharged. 

APPBOPBIATION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Major  ATKINSON,  in  moving  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time,  said  that  the  onlj  fecial 
clauses  to  which  he  need  call  attention  were 
those  at  the  end,  which  provided  for  issuing 
Treasury  bills  to  meet  deficiencies  in  certiua 
provinces  in  which  the  revenue  would  not  oorae 
up  to  the  proposed  expenditure.  He  did  cot 
think  the  full  amount  would  be  required,  but  it 
was  necessary  to  put  it  down,  because  he  was  un- 
certain what  engagements  might  have  been  en- 
tered into  bythe  provinces.  With  regard  to  the 
Wellington  Hospital,  it  would  be  in  the  recollee- 
tioii  of  honorable  members  that  the  Hooee  re- 
fused to  permit  the  reserves  held  by  the  Hospitsl 
to  be  sold,  and  he  understood  that  a  contract  had 
been  let  for  the  building.  It  would  be  neceeaarj 
to  take  the  power,  in  case  it  should  be  foond  that 
there  was  an  actual  liability. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  without  amendment,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  midnight. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Mond^,  30^  October,  1876. 


Third  Bssdian— SartorU,  Downe,  sad  Othen*  daims 
Bill— Pabuo  BeTenaes  Bill— Immigrptioa  and  Pahlao 
Works  Appropriation  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spsakss  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'dook. 

Pbaybbs. 

THIBD  BEADINaS. 
The  Bfilton  Atheneum  Bill,  the  Douglas  Crown 
Grants  Bill,  the  Auckland  Beach  Boad  (Grants 
Bill,  the  Otago  and  Wellington  Tolls  Bill,  the 
Waste  Lands  Administration  Bill. 

SABTOBIS,  DOWNE,  AND  OTHEBS* 
CLAIMS  BILL. 

On  the  motion,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Ghovemment  to  a  very  painful 
rumour  afloat  out  of  doors,  to  the  effect  that  some 
member  of  the  Legislature  received  fees  for  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  He  mentioned  the  matter 
as  one  well  worthy  of  inquirv  on  the  part  of  thoae 
interested  in  the  purity  of  rarliunent. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  it  had  been 
suggested  out  of  doors  that  the  sum  the  member 
was  to  receive  should  be  inserted  in  the  preamble 
of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  thir4  time. 
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PUBLIC  BBVENUES  BILL. 
-  •  The  Hon.  Br.  FOLLBN,  in  moTing  the 
second  reading  of  this  BiU,   said   it   proposed 
first,  to  gi?e  power  to  increase  the  limits  of  the 
unauthorized  expenditure   np   to    the    sum    of 
£100,000.      It    alio  made  provision  somewhat 
did'erent  from   that  which   had  existed  under 
former  Acts,  inasmuch  as  it  required  that  the 
expenditure  should  hare   the  sanction  of  two 
Ministers,  one  being  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Trea< 
surer,  and  the  other  the  Minister  at  whose  in- 
stance the  unauthorized  expenditure  was  required 
to  be  made.    That  being  done,  the  Comnussioners 
of  Audit,  upon  a  requisition  made  in  the  usual 
way,  could  issue  the  sums  required  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  in  all  £100,000.    The  8rd  clause  pro- 
posed to  give  authority  for  the  issue  of  deficiency 
bills  to  the  extent  of  £300,000.   The  necessity  for 
making  this  proTision,  which  was  an  unusual  one, 
.  arose  from  the  fact  that,  early  in  the  next  year — 
in  t)ie  month  of  February — a  very  large  payment 
would  require  to  be  made  for  interest  and  sink- 
ing fund  in  England  ;  that  payment  was  a  charge 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  whole  year.     At  that 
date,  the  Consolidated  Berenue  would  not  have 
accrued  in  siffficient  amount  to  enable  this  pay- 
ment  to   be    made.      Authority  was    therefore 
given  to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  revenue  a  sum 
of  £300,000  if  necesary.     If  the  Public  Works 
Account  was  suiBciently  in  funds  at  that  time  to 
spare  the  sum  necessary  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency, it  would  be  taken  from  that  account, 
instead  of  being  obtained  from  the  Bank,  or  from 
any  external  source.    The  5th  dauso  of  the  Bill 
proposed  to  extend  the  limits  of  imprests  to  a 
sum  not  exceeding  £100,000,  instead  of  a  sum  of 
£75,000.   This  was  rendered  necessary  on  account 
of  the  possible  increase  of  expenditure  for  the 
canring  on  of  the  operations  of  the  proTinoisl 
establishments.    The  pi^>yisions  of  the  Bill  would 
be  in  force  only  for  one  year — until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly.    He 
begged  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEEHOUSE  would  not 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  measure  was  called  for.  It  was  an 
admission  on  the  part  of  the  Government  that 
they  seemed  to  realize  that  their  Ways  and  their 
Means  were  not  likely  to  be  so  favourable  as  in 
the  past,  or  so  favourable  as  the  Financial  State- 
ment itself  might  lead  the  Council  to  antici- 
pate. It  was  quite  dear  that  the  Government 
saw  in  the  distance  the  small  cloud  "  the  size  of 
a  man's  hand  "  rising — that  they  perceived  they 
were  about  to  enter  upon  a  more  stormy  financiiu 
period  than  they  had  experienced  lately.  J^  was 
quite  right  that,  under  the  droumstances,  the 
Government  should  fortify  themselves  in  the 
manner  provided  for  in  this  Bill.  It  was  desir- 
able that  the  public  at  large  should  recognize 
that  the  Government  did  appreciate  the  stormy 
times  on  which  they  were  entering,  and  into 
which  the  financial  policy  which  had  been  so 
sacceisful  hitherto  was  about  to  launch  them. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  Coundl,  and  read  a  third 
time, 


IMMIGBATION  AND  PUBLIC  WOBES 
APPBOPBIATION  BILL. 

•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  similar  in 
form  and  principle  to  that  which  was  introduced 
to  the  Council  in  the  last  session  of  the  Assembly. 
It  showed  on  the  face  of  it  an  abstract  of  the 
state  of  the  Public  Works  Loan  and  Public  Works 
expenditure,  and  of  the  appropriations  proposed 
to  be  made.  Provision  was  made  for  taking  over 
the  wharves  at  Groypaouth.  It  was  imperatively 
necessary  that  the  control  of  the  harbour  there, 
and  of  the  works  necessary  to  maintain  it,  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBH0U8E  said  it  was 
not,  of  course,  desirable  to  throw  out  the  Bill, 
and  yet  it  was  not  competent  for  the  Coundl 
to  make  any  alterations  in  it.  He  did  not  intend 
to  propose  any  motion  adverse  to  the  Bill  j  but 
he  could  not  let  it  pass*  without  commontinff 
on  one  important  feature  in  the  measure  itselE 
He  saw,  with  regret,  that  it  contained  a  vote 
of  nearly  £100,000  for  the  introduction  of 
immigrants  during  the  present  financial  year. 
He  quite  recognized  that,  it  might  be  desirable 
to  introduce  female  immigrants,  with  a  view  to 
equalize  the  sexes  ;  but  it  did  appear  to  be  cruel, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  labour  market,  to 
spend  any  more  of  the  funds  of  the  colony  upon 
the  introduction  of  male  immigrants.  No  one 
could  be  long  in  the  country  districts  without 
seeing  that  they  were  being  over-run  by  men 
in  search  of  employment.  When  honorable 
members  returned  to  their  homes,  they  would  see, 
as  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  lately,  that  this 
was  the  case  to  a  most  painful  extent.  Although, 
he  believed,  there  were  more  public  works  being 
carried  on  in  Wellington  Province  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  colony,  yet  the  number  of  men 
seeking  employment  was  almost  heart-breaking. 
The  stations  were  beset  by  men  almost  eveiy 
night  asking  not  only  fov  accommodation,  but  for 
meals.  He  saw  in  one  of  the  Wairarapa  papers  a 
statement  that  men,  apparently  well  adapted  for 
useful  employment  as  farm  servants,  found  it 
literally  impossible  to  obtain  work  on  any  terms. 
Whatever  amount  of  money  mi^ht  be  spent  this 
year  in  the  introduction  of  male  immigrants  into 
the  colony  would  not  only  increase  the  hardships 
the  hibouring  class  at  the  present  time  were  suf- 
fering from,  but  would  have  the  effect  of  causing 
a  large  number  of  people  to  go  from  this  to  other 
shores  where  labour  was  more  in  request.  Now 
that  the  scheme  of  public  works  was  approaching 
its  close,  he  could  not  but  express  his  deep  regret 
that  in  the  meantime  the  Government  had  done 
so  very  little  for  the  efficient  settlement  of  tlie 
country.  The  Legislature  had  had  their  attention 
called  to  other  schemes,  and  had  neglected  the 
great  and  important  duty  which  devolved  upon 
them,  in  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  the 
Public  Works  policy,  of  settling  the  country.  They 
had  had  South  Sea  Bubbles ;  they  had  had  State 
Forest  delusions ;  they  had  overthrown  the  poli- 
tical institutions  of  the  colony,  and  had  merdy 
a  rough-and-ready  and  untried  scheme  to  take 
thdr  place.  So  much  was  the  attention  of  the 
CkTermnent  luid  the  ftltonlion  Qf  the  ooontij 
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given  to  thoM  matteni  that  they  had  not  had 
time  to  deTote  to  more  important  and  practical 
measures  for  settling  the  immigrants  upon  the 
lands  of  the  counti^j.  At  an  early  period  of 
the  session  he  took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  fact 
that  the  settlement  of  the  country  had  not 
progressed  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the 
population.  At  that  time  the  annual  statistics 
prepared  hy  the  Begistrar-General  had  not  been 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Honse ;  bat  he  (BCr. 
Waternouse)  took  great  care  in  the  preparation 
of  the  statistics  he  then  submitted.  It  would  be 
remembered  that  he  indicated  that  the  settlement 
of  the  country  had  not  progressed  with  the  in- 
crease of  population.  Some  few  days  afterwards, 
reference  was  made  in  the  other  branch  of  Legis- 
lature to  the  figures  he  had  broneht  forward,  and 
Other  figures  were  adduced  leading  to  a  totally 
different  conclusion.  He  heard  those  figures 
quoted  with  a  great  amount  of  astonishment,  and 
he  thought  it  possible  that  he  might  be  mistaken 
in  the  figures  he  liad  brousht  forward.  Since 
then,  the  statistics  prepared  by  the  Beeistrar- 
General,  the  official  statistics,  had  been  hiid  on 
the  table,  and  from  those  he  found  that  his  own 
statistics  were  perfectly  correct,  and  that  the 
dther  statistics  which  had  been  brought  forward 
simply  had  the  effect  of  deluding  the  public  at 
large.  In  referring  to  that  subject,  he  then  called 
attention  to  the  net  that,  while  the  population 
had  increased  something  like  50  per  cent.,  land 
under  grain  crop,  which  was  the  real  test  of 
agricultural  adyanoement,  had  only  increased  82 
per  cent.  The  other  figures  taken  included  land 
under  all  kinds  of  crops ;  and,  because  that  had 
increased,  it  was  endeaTOured  to  show  that  the 
settlement  of  the  country  had  progressed  at  a 
greater  rate  ;  but  those  fibres,  it  would  be 
seen,  were  only  increased  in  that  manner  by 
the  addition  of  any  ordinary  &nner^s  crops — 
hay  crops,  and  paddocks  in  which  cattle  were  not 
allowed  to  graze,  lukyixie  been  arbitrarily  placed 
under  that  heading.  Those  other  figures  were 
not  confined  to  land  under  erain  crops,  which,  as 
he  had  stated,  was  the  real  test  of  the  agricul- 
tural progpress  of  a  country.  At  the  same  time 
it  was  stated  that,  while  there  had  been  a  pro- 
portionate advance  in  the  progress  of  agriculture 
m  the  colony,  there  had  beien  an  extremely  Urfe 
advance  in  the  pastoral  interest.  It  was  said 
that  during  the  last  five  years  the  pastoral 
interest  had  progressed  in  the  most  astonishing 
manner,  and  it  was  shown  that  the  exports  of 
wool  were  100  per  cent,  in  advance  of  what  they 
were  five  years  ago.  When  he  heard  that  state- 
ment, he  received  it  with  verygreat astonishment. 
He  had  since  referred  to  the 'Financial  Statement, 
in  which  it  was  distinctly  stated  that  the  quan- 
tity of  wool,  by  pounds  weight,  had  increased  not 
100  per  cent.,  but  50  per  cent.  only.  It  was  true 
the  value  of  wool  was  stated  to  have  increased 
something  like  100  per  cent.  Wool  undoubtedly, 
this  year,  was  valued  at  100  per  cent,  higher  than 
the  exports  of  five  years  ago  i  but  he  would  call 
the  attention  of  honorable  members  to  this  fact, 
that  the  wool  of  this  year  had  increased  to  that 
extent,  and  the  exports  had  been  nominally 
firollen  up  to  a  large  eztent|  amply  by  the  &ot 


that,  while  the  wool  of  1870  was  valued  at  lid. 
per  pound,  the  wool  of  this  year  all  round,  locks, 
fleeces,  and  everything  —  honorable  gentlemen 
could   now  judge   of  the  grave  inaocoraey   of 
the  figures  —  was  actoally  valued  at  14|d-  a& 
round.     But  honomble  members  knew  that,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  wool  of  this  year  would 
not  average  9d.     If  they  put  the  wool  of  this 
year  at  the  same  value  per  pound  as  the  wool  in 
1870,  it  would  be  found  that,  instead  of  the  frrmb 
increase  referred  to  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  the  exports  were  now  practically  jmt 
about  the  same  as  the^  were  five  or  six  yean  ago. 
There  was  another  pomt  to  which  he  would  refer. 
It  had  been  stated  that  some  doubt  might  be 
thrown  upon  the  conclusion  to  be  derired  from 
the  fact  he  had  referred  to  as  regarded  the  in- 
crease of  land  under  agriculture.    He  had  shovn 
that  the  land  under  grain  had  increased  82  per 
cent,  only,  while  the  population  had  increased  58 
per  cent,  during  the  last  ftre  years ;  and  it  was 
fortunate  that  they  were  able  to  show  by  statis- 
tics to  what  extent  the  land  had,  during  the  pro- 
secution of  the  Public  Works  policy,  been  settled 
upon.    The  statistics  showed  that  i^ile  in  1870 
there   were  18,476  holdings  —  in   other   words 
18,476  persons  held    property  for  agrieultnrsl 
purposes — the  number  at  the  commencement  of 
this  year  had  only  increased  to  17,250.     So  that 
it  would  appear  that  while  the  number  of  persons 
engaged  in  agriculture,  real  settlers,  the  hondJUt 
occupiers  of  the  land  for  agricultural  purposes, 
had  increased  not  quite  80  per  cent.,  yet  the 
population  had   inereased  50  per  cent.      That 
showed  what  he  stated  from  the  first,  and  what 
was  sought  to  be  denied  authoritatively  elsewhere, 
that  the  settlement  of  the  country  had  not  ad- 
vanced progressively  with  the  increase  of  the 
population.     Parliament   and  the  Gkivemment 
had  had  their  attention   so  much  directed  to 
those  other  grand  and  attractive  schemes,  thst 
more  important  and  more  practical  measures  for 
the  settlement  of  the  eountiy  had  been  oompa- 
rativeiy  neglected*    He  woidd  not  ooeapy  the 
time  of  the  Council  longer,  but  he  thought  it 
right  to  draw  attention  to  the  matter;  sad  he 
would  express  the  hope  that  as  there  had  been  a 
change  ox  Ministry  they  might  see  more  praetiosl 
counsels  influencing  the  Crovemment,  mod  thst 
during  the  coming  reoess  every  endeavour  oo  the 
part  of  the  Government  would  be  made  to  &eili> 
tate  and  extend  the  settionent  of  the  eoontry. 
He  had  drawn  attention  to  the  matter  likswise 
with  the  hope  that  the  Qovemment  would  daring 
the  coming  year  check  the  tntroduotion  of  immi- 
grants to  a  oountfy  where  labour  was  aheady 
overdone.    If  immigrants  were  introduced  at  sU, 
it  should  only  be  with  the  view  of  equalising  the 


The  Hon.  Oaptain  FRASBB  had  but  a  few 
words  to  say.  He  would  express  grave  dissatis- 
faotion  with  the  vote  of  £100,000  for  the  intro- 
duction of  immigrants,  and  he  Uioucht  it  would 
be  shared  in  fay  every  member  of  the  Council.  A 
great  controlling  power  had  spread  over  Parlia- 
ment—  the  New  Zealand  Bhipping  Compuiy. 
But  for  that,  the  vote  for  the  intjroduction  of  im* 
migruits  would  not  hsre  appeixed  in  the  Bill. 


1876.]     Imndgratum  and  FMio     [OOUNCIL.]     JTarlt  Afpropriaiion  Sill     727 


The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  did  not  sapposa  it 
was  intended  to  haVe  any  long  discassion  upon 
this  matter;  but  as  certain  points  had  been  raisedj 
persons  who  had  had  experience  differing  fiK>m  that 
of  the  Hon.  If r.  Waterhonse  ought  to  mention  it. 
The  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  have  met 
large  numbers  of  unemplojed  persons  going 
about  the  country ;  but  he  could  only  say  that  in 
Wostland  such  had  not  been  his  experience.  Up 
to  the  present  time,  the  difficulty  had  been  to 
obtain  labour  at  anything  like  a  rate  that  would 
enable  people  to  carry  out  works  they  desired  to 
undertake.  Important  and  useful  works  of  pro- 
gress had  not  oeen  undertaken,  which  would 
nare  been  carried  out  had  there  been  an  abun- 
dant  supply  of  labour.  Perhaps  that  might  haye 
arisen  owin(^  to  the  peculiar  position  Westland 
occupied,  bemg  to  a  great  extent  closed  up  with 
respect  to  the  rest  of  the  colony.  He  would  not 
offer  any  opinion  as  to  what  was  going  on  in 
other  places ;  but  it  was  only  a  few  days  ago  that 
they  heard  great  complaints  from  an  honorable 
member,  who  stated  that  higher  wages  had  to  be 

S.id  in  consequence  of  the  public  works  going  on. 
e  had  also  heard  complaints  of  the  numbers  of 
persons  wanderine  about  the  country;  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  told  them  of  a  gentle- 
man who  gave  employment  to  one  of  those 
persons,  and  asked  the  man  to  work  in  the 
garden  when  his  time  was  not  otherwise  oc- 
cupied. The  man  said  he  was  engaged  for  a 
particular  purpose,  and  was  not  going  to  do 
work  of  that  kuid.  Of  course  he  was  d^missed. 
That  was  the  case  with  a  number  of  others  who 
expected  good  wages  for  Teiy  little  work.  He 
feared  that,  in  the  large  immigration  that  had 
taken  place  to  this  colony,  a  certain  proportion  of 
this  class  of  persons  had  been  introduced  ;  but  he 
had  not  in  his  own  experience  met  with  many 
persons  who  failed  to  meet  with  profitable  em- 
ployment if  they  wished  to  avail  themselyes  of  it. 
Another  matter  which  struck  him  when  the 
honorable  member  was  speaking  was  with  refer- 
ence to  the  statistics  of  land  taken  up,  as  show- 
ing the  progress  that  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  larse  population  that  had  been  intro- 
duced. He  aid  not  think  a  sufficient  time  had 
elapsed  to  show  the  effect  of  immigration  in  that 
particular  form.  The  extent  of  the  new  works 
that  had  been  going  on  had  to  a  large  extent  pre- 
Tented  the  settlenient  of  the  people  on  the  land. 
It  must  hare  been  apparent  to  all  of  them  that 
although  the  QoTemment  works  had  given  em- 
ployment to  a  laree  number  of  people,  great  quan- 
tities of  land  had  been  bought  by  small  holders, 
and  that  the  wealth  of  the  colony  had  been 
lareely  added  to  by  the  high  price  of  wool.  This 
had  tended  to  so  much  prosperity  that  employ- 
ment had  been  easy  to  obtain,  and  the  people 
generally  had  not  turned  their  attention  to 
buying  laud.  During  the  next  few  years 
there  would  not  be  so  many  works  going  on, 
and  then,  no  doubt,  they  wonld  attain  the 
results  which  the  honorable  gentleman  looked 
for.  He  had  very  little  doubt  that  if  the  vystcm 
of  deferred  pajmcnts  were  carried  out  through- 
out the  colony,  it  would  give  facilities  for  settle- 
ment which  had  not  existed  up  to  the  present 


time.  He  felt  ^reat  confidence  in  the  future  of 
the  colony,  and  m  the  result  of  the  expenditure 
that  had  taken  place.  Yerr  large  results  had 
already  accrued,  but  they  had  not  yet  experienced 
the  full  benefit  of  the  Public  Works  scheme ;  and 
while  he  would  be  sorry  to  say  that  all  the  money 
spent  had  been  expended  in  the  most  eoonomictd 
and  most  beneficial  manner,  still  it  was  aln^pst 
impossible,  in  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of 
money  in  bo  short  a  time,  to  avoid  some  foolish 
expenditure.  Had  the  expenditure  been  slower, 
had  it  been  limited  to  £1,000,000  a  year,  its 
results  would  have  been  much  more  satisfactory. 
The  colony  must,  however,  derive  considerable 
benefit  from  the  works  in  progress ;  but  he  trusted 
that  in  future  they  would  be  carried  on  with 
more  prudence  and  more  attention  to  detail  than 
they  had  been  during  those  times  when  there  was 
a  clamour  and  a  rush  for  works  to  be  carried  out 
at  the  same  time.  It  was  a  great  mistake  that 
they  did  not,  in  the  first  instance,  calculate  the 
cost  of  the  works,  ascertain  the  cheapest  and 
most  economical  means  of  carrying  them  on, 
and  then  decide  whether  they  should  be  executed 
or  not.  It  must  be  a  matter  of  gratification 
to  find  that  new  industries  were  springing  up  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony,  and  particularly  on 
the  West  Coast,  where  there  was  a  practically 
unlimited  field  for  hu]KO  numbers  of  people. 
The  recent  rush  to  the  £umara  showed  that  the 
country  was  unknown  and  untried,  as  far  as  its 
minerals  were  concerned,  and  also  indicated  that 
over  the  whole  coast  rich  ^old  deposits  existed ; 
but  the  difficulty  of  discovering  them  had  hitherto 
been  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  were  concealed  by 
dense  forests.  The  Kumara  rush,  capable  of  main- 
taining 4^000  people,  was  absolutely  within  a  mile 
of  the  main  road.  This  rush,  and  others  which 
would  undoubtedly  yet  be  discovered,  would  pro- 
vide a  market  for  the  produce  of  the  colony.  Wnile 
upon  the  subject  of  industries,  it  was  worthy  of 
notice  that  the  recent  discoveries  of  silver  ores 
were  turning  out  very  favourably — much  more 
favourably,  indeed,  than  could  have  been  expected 
from  the  analyses  which  had  been  obtained  here. 
The  last  results  were  particularly  hopeful,  and 
served  to  assist  the  belief  that  tliis  was  but  the 
commencement  of  another  new  field  of  industry. 
Yaluable  quarries  were  also  being  discovered, 
which  ho  hoped  would  before  long  aJTord  employ- 
ment for  a  large  population.  He  was  sorry  to 
detain  the  Council  by  making  these  remarks,  but 
he  thought  they  were  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  said  he  was  sur- 
prised at  the  tone  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse's 
remarks.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Council  was 
about  to  commence  the  system  of  discussion  that 
had  been  carried  on  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  by  setting  up  obstruction  at  the  close 
of  the  session.  Objection  was  made  to  every • 
thing.  They  had  a  Government  in  which  they 
all  had  the  utmost  confidence,  and  it  was  not 
wise  to  speak  in  the  tone  adopted  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  had  given 
some  reasons  why  the  Public  Works  policy  bad 
not  bcon  carried  out  in  a  manner  such  as  would 
secure  the  greatest  success.  To  his  mind,  the 
greatest  mistake  was  not  to  insist  upon  havijig 
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the  ezpenditare  fixed  for  the  partieolar  purposes 
to  which  it  WM  to  be  applied,  and  to  state  that 
plainlj  in  the  borrowing  Bills.  He  altogether 
differed  from  his  honorable  fritfnd  in  regard  to 
statistics.  The  honorable  gentleman  told  the 
Council  that  the  increase  in  land  under  grain 
crop  was  82  per  cent.,  while  the  increase  in  popu- 
lation was  52  per  cent.  Then  he  went  on  to  say 
that  the  numbers  of  holdings  in  1870  was  13,476, 
as  against  17,250  in  1876.  He  would  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  whether  he  expected  the 
large  number  of  people  who  came  to  the  colony 
to  oecome  landholders  at  once.  For  instance, 
if  they  introduced  6,000  people,  were  there  to 
be  at  once  5,000  additional  landholders?  Not 
at  all.  The  great  mistake  made  was  in  land- 
ing the  immigrants  in  parts  of  the  country  not 
best  adapted  for  their  reception.  There  had, 
for  instance,  been  a  great  many  more  people 
landed  at  Wellington  than  there  ought  to  have 
been.  If  his  honorable  friend  would  go  south, 
he  would  find  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  land 
taken  up  had  been  taken  up  by  small  holders. 
To  prove  the  accuracy  of  his  statement,  he  need 
only  refer  to  the  returns  of  sales  of  land  in  the 
South  Island,  where  he  would  find  that  nine- 
tenths  of  the  land  sold  had  been  taken  up  by 
small  farmers  and  not  by  large  landed  proprietors. 
Then  as  to  the  labour  question.  It  was  only  a 
few  days  ago  he  saw  an  announcement  in  a  paper 
to  the  effect  that  some  people  in  Otaeo  proposed 
to  send  to  Australia  for  labour.  He  (Mr.  Robin- 
■on)  knew  that  was  a  delicate  subject  to  touch 
upon.  His  honorable  friend  had  spoken  against 
the  introduction  of  labour,  and  ho  would  no 
doubt  have  a  great  many  people  with  him.  He 
would  have  at  his  back  all  that  class  who  were 
opposed  to  the  introduction  of  labour:  in  fact, 
the  whole  tendency  of  the  honorable  sentleman's 
speech  was  to  set  class  against  class.  They  heard 
on  every  hand  that  the  squatters  were  trying  to 
keep  down  the  price  of  labour.  As  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  would  bo  delighted  to  hear  of  the 
rate  of  wages  being  50  per  cent,  higher,  although 
it  was  as  high  at  the  present  moment  as  it  ever 
had  been  in  this  country.  But  he  would  not  ob- 
ject to  see  it  higher,  because  that  would  at  once 
be  a  proof  that  Uiere  was  plenty  of  profitable  em- 
ployment in  the  country.  It  was  a  ticklish  sub- 
ject his  honorable  friend  had  introduoed ;  but  ho 
did  not  see  that  labourers  were  at  all  under- 
paid, when  ploughmen  were  able  to  get  £65  to 
£70  a  year  and  all  their  living  found  them. 
He  was  very  glad  to  get  them  when  he  could, 
and  had  found  great  difficulty  in  doing  so  on 
many  occasions.  The  country  oould  never  be 
expected  to  be  great  until  there  were  quite  as 
many  people  in  it  as  employment  could  he  found 
for.  The  Public  Works  policy,  although  not  a 
failure,  was  not  as  great  a  success  as  might  have 
been  expected  from  the  way  in  which  it  had  been 
initiated.  It  was  not  so  ^reat  a  success  as  it 
would  have  been  if  the  Legislature  had  known  at 
the  commencement  what  it  now  knew.  If  they 
had  then  had  the  experience  which  had  since 
been  gained,  rules  might  have  been  laid  down  for 
the  guidance  of  those  carrying  out  the  policy 
which  would  have  led  to  better  results.    Having 


now  gained  experience,  and  finding  that  there  was 
a  tightness  in  money  matters,  no  doabt  things 
would  go  on  better  in  future.  He  maintain^ 
that  his  honorable  friend  had  no  right  to  intro- 
duce the  question  of  the  price  of  wool  as  showing 
whether  the  colony  had  progressed  or  not.  All 
honorable  members  knew  that  the  price  of  wool 
was  very  finctuating.  He  had  had  many  years* 
experience  himself,  and  that  experience  showed 
that  the  price  of  wool  might  go  up  for  seven  or 
eight  years,  and  then  fall  again ;  but  he  had  never 
yet  seen  the  price  reach  its  previous  minimum, 
although  he  had  oflon  seen  it  go  beyond  its  pre- 
vious maximum.  He  had  no  doubt  the  same 
would  be  found  m  the  future.  •  If  the  increase  in 
the  returns  of  wool  exported  did  not  ariee  froLi 
this  country,  he  would  like  to  know  where  it  came 
from.  Tiiere  had  been  no  increase  in  the  Austra- 
lian colonies,  and  therefore  it  must  liave  an^^a 
in  New  Zealand.  The  honorable  gentleman  spoke 
about  the  surplus  labour  in  his  district  ;  but  if  he 
could  not  employ  that  labour,  he  (Mr.  Bobinson) 
could  tell  him  that  they  would  be  very  glad  to 
get  it  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  He  was  not 
prepared  for  this  discussion,  but  he  was  bound  to 
say  something  in  reply  to  the  honorable  member's 
observations,  because  statements  might  go  forth 
which,  if  uncontradicted,  might  giro  rise  to  very 
unpleasant  feelings.  He  felt  very  doubtful  as  to 
the  success  of  the  deferred-payment  system ;  be- 
cause he  felt  that  if  men  were  placed  upon  land 
and  had  not  the  means  to  cultivate  it,  they  must 
fail.  He  believed  the  right  way  to  work  such  a 
system  would  be  for  the  persons  taking  up  land 
to  pay  for  it ;  and  then,  as  they  went  on  improving 
it,  the  Government  should  lend  them  sums  of 
money  not  exceeding  the  price  originally  paid  for 
the  land.  He  could  see  no  good  likely  to  result 
from  putting  on  the  land  men  who  had  no  money 
to  improve  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  GRAY  had  not  intended  to 
speak  upon  this  subject ;  but,  after  the  remarks 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  he  felt  that  most 
honorable  members  ought  to  express  their  views. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  introduce  more 
labour  this  year,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  labour, 
and  that  female  immigration  ought  to  be  the  only 
immigration  carried  on,  for  the  present  at  ^ 
events.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  statement 
that  there  was  a  scarcity  of  employment  It  was 
not  long  sinoe  he  had  been  in  the  part  of  the 
country  from  which  he  came,  and  he  saw  no 
dearth  of  labour  there  then.  He  thought  it 
would  be  an  unfortunate  state  of  things  if  there 
was  not  some  labour  seeking  employment.  He 
also  took  exception  altogether  to  making  the  in- 
crease or  otherwise  of  the  grain  crops  a  test  of 
the  progress  of  the  country.  The  probability  was 
that  the  fact  of  these  crops  not  having  increased 
was  owing  to  their  cultivation  not  having  been 
found  the  most  profitable.  He  knew  as  a  fact 
that  in  his  part  of  the  country  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  small  proprietors  had  given  up  the  attempt 
to  grow  grain,  and  had*  taken  to  growing  green 
crops  and  breeding  stock.  Nothing  was  more 
destructive  to  the  soil  than  grain  crops,  but  the 
growth  of  green  crops  acted  as  a  restorative. 
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Then  the  honorable  gentleman  spoke  of  the  in- 
crease of  holdings  not  keeping  pace  with  the  in- 
crease of  population ;  but  surelj  the  honorable 
gentleman  could  not  expect,  with  a  number  of 
young  married  people  coming  into  the  colony, 
with  a  number  of  young  children  growing  up, 
that  these  could  all  be  put  on  the  land  at  once. 

^  He  thought  it  necessary  to  say  so  much,  because 
some  difficulty  might  arise  if  such  statements, 
when  made  in  the  Council,  went  forth  without 
beingcommented  on. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  his  honorable 
friend  BCr.  Waterhouse  always  felt  it  his  duty,  on 
occasions  like  the  present,  to  hold  up  a  warning 
finger,  and  tell  us  of  danger  in  the  future ;  and  it 
was  (juite  right  the  Council  should  listen  to  those 
warning,  eren  if  honorable  members  should  be 
of  opinion — as  most  honorable  members  who  had 
spoken  were— that  the   dangers  of  which    the 

L        honorable  gentleman  spoke  were  not  imminent, 
in  the  immediate  future  at  any  rate.    The  honor- 
able gentleman  appeared  to  object  to  the  Tote  of 
£100,000  for  immigration  purposes  during  the 
present    year,    aod    adduced    as    an    argument 
against  it  that  in  the  district  of  which  ne  was 
cognizant  there  were  a  large  number  of  persons 
unemployed    and    seeking    employment.      That 
could  no  doubt  be  very  well  accounted  for  by 
local  circumstances  in  the  district  itself,  or  by  the 
habits  of  the  men  in  question.    The  GoTcmment 
had  been  yery  anxiously  watching  the  operations 
of  the  labour  market  for  a  long  time,  and  he 
could  assert  that  there  was  in  no  other  part  of 
the  colony  such  a  state  of  affairs  as  his  honorable 
friend  rraresented  to  be  existing  in  the  Waira- 
rapa.    With  the  means  of  communication  which 
were  now  eetablished   throughout    the    colony, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  surplus  labour  could 
easily  be  transferred  from  one  place  to  another, 
and  that  the  state  of  affiurs  which  the  honor- 
able member  described  as  existing  in  the  Waira- 
rapa  could  only  be  of  a  temporary  character. 
He  thought  the  Ghiremment  had  shown  in  this 
matter  of  immigration  that  they  were  disposed  to 
be  yery  easeful,  and  that  they  had  been  very 
watchnd.      Eren  within   the  last  year  a  yery 
large  reduction  had  been  made  in  the  number  of 
immigrants,  and  a  considerable  cheek  had  been 
put  upon  the  number  proposed  to  be  sent  from 
England.      Ministers   had   themselyes  travelled 
throuffh  the  country,  and  had  seen  with  their  own 
eyes  uie  necessity,  not  of  stopping  immigration, 
but  of  regulating  its  flow,  so  as  to  giye  time 
for  the  absorption  of  the  labour  sent  out,  and  to 
prevent  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  catastrophe 
from  a  large  number  of  immigrants  arriving  at 
any  one  time.      When    immigrants    came    out 
steadily  and  slowly,  as  he  hoMd  they  would  in 
future,  they  would  almost  maxe  employment  for 
themsdves.      His    honorable    fricna    nad    com- 
plained also  that  nothing  had  been  done,  pro- 
portionately  to    the   influx    of  immigrants,   to 
settle  them  on  the  land.     There  was  no  question 
more  difficult  to  deal  with  than  that  of  what  was 
called  settling  immigrants  upon  the  land,  taking 
the  term  in  its  narrowest  sense.    All  kinds  of 
schemes  had  been  devised — special  settlements, 
free  grants  of  lands,  homestead  laws,  and  others ; 
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but  these  bad  all  been  experiments,  and  had  ended 
unfortunately  for  those  who  were  their  victims. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  was  that  the  Legislature 
was  often  ready  to  go  too  fast,  and  to  expect  per- 
manent settlements  to  grow  up  in  a  ntght,  for- 
getting that  in  this  as  in  otner  matters  that 
which  is  permanent  must  be  of  gradual  growth. ' 
To  his  mind  the  way  to  promote  settlement  was 
to  open  up  the  country  by  roads  and  bridges,  and 
so  facilitate  the  spreading  of  population,  and  to 
make  the  process  of  acquiring  land  as  easy  as 
possible  for  those  who  knew  how  to  use  it,  and 
who  were  prepared  to  use  it.  That  was  the 
work  to  wmch  the  Qovemment  had  been  devot- 
ing themselves  ever  since  1870 — no  doubt,  at 
great  expense  to  the  colony;  they  hoped  that 
these  facilities  of  roads  and  railways,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  system  of  purchase  on  deferred 
payments,  would  satisfy  every  one,  and  would 
enable  those  who  by  knowledge  and  the  posses- 
sion of  means  were  competent  to  take  up  and  util- 
ize the  land.  They  did  not  believe  in  offering 
facilities  to  persons  who  knew  nothing  of  the 
cultivation  of  land,  and  who  had  not  the  means 
or  capital  to  work  it.  He  knew  of  no  greater 
misfortune  to  the  colony  or  to  the  persons  them- 
selves most  concerned  than  to  induce  unfit  jMr- 
sons  to  go  upon  land.  The  experience  of  the 
forty- acre  system  in  Auckland  proved  it.  No- 
thing could  be  more  lamentable  than  the  result 
of  that  experiment :  public  property  had  been 
wasted,  and  misfortune  and  sorrow  had  been 
brought  upon  many  families  who  had  been  led 
into  settling  on  the  land  under  that  system.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  in  future  watch 
the  effect  of  immigration  upon  the  labour  market 
carefully  and  attentively ;  and  if  such  contin- 
gencies as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  nointed  out 
were  likely  to  occur,  which  he  woula  not  for  a 
moment  anticipate,  it  would  be  quite  possible  to 
put  a  check  upon  immigration  at  any  time.  The 
best  proof  that  labour  had  found  abundant  em- 
ployment in  the  colony  up  to  the  present  time 
was  to  be  found  in  the  fiact  that  the  migration 
from  this  colony  to  other  places  had  shown  no 
sign  of  increase ;  on  the  contrary,  returns  showed 
that  the  balance  of  immigration  from  other  colo- 
nies over  emigration  in  the  last  two  years  was 
largely  in  our  favour. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

APPBOPMATION  BILL. 

•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  he  thought 
honorable  gentlemen  would  find  nothing  objec- 
tionable in  the  Bill,  and  therefore  he  would  not 
weary  the  Council  by  making  a  speech  in  refer- 
ence to  it.  He  would  simply  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  did  not  wish, 
at  this  advanced  period  of  the  session,  to  com- 
mence a  financial  debate;  although  he  was  not 
quite  sure  that  a  financial  debate  in  that  Cham- 
ber would  be  without  benefit  to  the  colony. 
They  had  not,  during  this  session,  had  their 
usual  financial  discussion,  and  he  thought  it  was 
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a  matter  of  regret  that  the  session  should  hare 
passed  without  it  taldng  plaoe,  because  the 
disoussion  of  finance  by  a  Chamber  whioh  endea- 
voured, as  far  as  possible,  to  raise  itself  aboTe 
partj  considerations  would  be  of  adyantage  to 
the  countrj.  fie  was  not  going  to  enter  into 
this  subject  at  any  length;  but  there  were 
one  or  two  points  connected  with  finance  to 
whioh  he  felt  bound  to  refer ;  and  his  honorable 
friend  haWng  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Appropriation  Bill,  he  could  not  help  saying 
that  he  regarded  their  present  system  of  finance 
as  being  based  on  an  exceedingly  vicious  prin- 
ciple. The  principle  was  to  throw  on  borrowed 
money  and  Treasury  bills  a  portion  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Qovernment  which  ought  to  be 
borne  by  the  current  revenue,  fie  must  sav 
that  he  took  veiy  great  exception  to  one  remark 
contained  in  the  Financial  Statement  of  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  as  to  the  position  of  our  finances. 
On  the  30th  of  June,  this  year.  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  in  tliat  statement  said  that  our  sur- 
plus for  last  year  would  amount  to  something 
like  £60,000.  The  correct  amount  of  surplus,  as 
stated  by  the  present  Treasurer,  was  £oO,052. 
Now  the  statement  would  go  forth  that  the 
colony  began  this  year  with  that  surplus;  but 
that  was  not  the  case.  The  existence  of  such  a 
view  of  the  subject  was  calculated  to  create  im- 
pressions regarding  our  finance  which  might  have 
an  injurious  effect.  The  true  state  of  our  finance 
was  very  different.  If  there  was  a  balance  of 
£50,000  iu  our  favour,  it  only  arose  from  two  cir- 
cumstances. l?he  first  was,  that  during  the  last 
twelve  months  we  did  not  pay  the  whole  interest 
due.  A  poition  of  the  interest,  £123,800,  was, 
owing  to  a  change  in  the  mode  of  keeping  the 
accounts,  thrown  over  into  this  year.  l?he  second 
circumstance  was  that  some  of  the  provinces 
were  unequal  to  meeting  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
government.  A  Provincial  Government  was  as 
much  a  Government  as  the  General  Government, 
and  the  cost  of  it  should  be  borne  out  of  current 
revenue.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Provincial 
Governments  did  not  bear  the  cost,  and  £172,000 
had  to  be  provided  for  this  purpose  by  Tretk- 
sury  bills.  Consequently,  in  the  total  amount 
requisite  for  carrying  on  the  government  of  the 
country,  there  was  a  deficiencv  of  £172,000, 
which  was  met  by  Treasury  bills.  Those  bills 
would  have  to  be  paid,  and  therefore  there  was 
a  sum  of  £303,752,  which  was  not  shown  in  the 
Financial  Slalement.  It  appeared  that  the  ac- 
tual state  of  things  was  this:  If  they  had  paid 
the  twelve  months'  interest  within  the  twelve 
months,  and  if  they  had  paid  the  actual  cost 
of  governing  the  country,  there  would  have 
been  last  year  not  a  surplus  of  £50,000,  but  a 
deficiency  of  £245,747  3s.  lOd.  It  was  well 
that  they  should  know  their  true  position, 
which  was  lliat  their  revenue  was  nnequal  to 
meet  their  full  expenses  by  £245,747.  The 
finance  of  tlie  present  year  was  based  essen- 
tially upon  a  rotten  system.  By  a  system  of 
monipulation  tlicy  threw  a  portion  of  the  general 
expeDses  of  lite  Qovernment,  and  a  portion  of 
the  interest  on  their  debt,  upon  the  Land  Fund 
of  the  provinces.     They  said  that  the  Land  Fund 


of  the  provinces  could  not  pay  the  deficienciec, 
and  they  authorized  the  Govemokent  to    meet 
them  by  means  of  Treasury  bills.    The  aonoant 
represented    by   Treasury  bills,  for   whicsh    the 
colony  was  responsible,  was  stated  to  be  about 
£163,000;    and    the    Hinist^    were    entering 
upon  the  existing  year  knowing  that  to    meet 
the   expenses    of  government,   and    the    inter* 
est  on   their  loans,  they    must  issoe   Treasary 
bills.    This  was  a  vicious  and  a  rotten  system  of 
finance.    It  was  well  that  the  Council,  tlie  Go- 
vernment, and  our  creditors  should  know  that 
the  colony   was  not  meeting  its  expenses  out 
of  current   revenue,  but    that    they    paud   the 
expenses    of    government    and    a    portion    fd 
the    interest   on    loans    out   of  Treasury   bilk 
He  had  referred  to  that,  because  he  tlionght  it 
absolutely  necessair  tliat  some  refereaoe  sboold 
be   made   to    it.    He   recognixed   that    of  late 
years  there  had  been  growing  up  on  the  part 
of  Parliament,  and  on  the  part  of  the  oonntij 
at  large,  more  public  opimon    inflaeocing  the 
Gt)vemment  than  had  been  the  case  for  msmy 
years  past.    He  would  admit  that  there  bad  been 
for  some  time  past,  on  the  part  of  the  Gkiverament, 
a  greater  readiness  to  abide  within  the  law,  and 
loyally  observe  it,  than  was  the  case  in  years  past. 
He  would  express  the  hope  that  this  lo^  attempt 
to  observe  the  law  might  be  carried  out»  in  ^ 
finance  of  the  conntry,  to  a  still  greater  extent 
than  was  the  case  at  present    He  was  prepared 
to  admit  that  there  had  been  gnttt  improrranent 
in  this  respect ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  still 
room  for  improvement.     If  he  referred  to  this 
subject  now,  it  was  because  he  believed  the  refer- 
ence might  not  be  unattended  with  benefit.     He 
wished  to  call  attention  to  two  points  to  which  he 
believed  the  attention  of  Parliament  had  not  yet 
been  directed,  but  which,  he  thought,  ou^ht  to 
have  been  noticed.     He  saw  upon  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  a  small  item — ^and  it  mt^bt  be 
thought  that,  as  the  item  was  so  small,  it  was 
hardly   worth    while    to    direct    the    attention 
of    the    CounoU    to    it ;     but    although    the 
amount  was  small,  the  principle  invol'rod   was 
great — namely,  "Purchase  of  lease  of  land  at 
llarori,  £252  Os.  4d."    In  the  year  1872,  during 
the  short  time  he  was  in  office,  the  question  of 
the  Governor's  allowances  engaged  his  attention 
and  the  attention  of  his  honorable  friend  Mr. 
Hall,  and  it  was  thought  desirable  to  place  this 
matter  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing  than  it  had 
been  on  previously.    Great  complaints  had  been 
made  as  to  the  increased  cost  of  the  Governor's 
establishment.    There  were  Governor's  residences 
in  various  parts  of  the  colony — one  at  Auckland, 
one  at  Lovrrj  Bay,  one  at  Dunedin,  and  one,  he 
believed,  at  Uokitika. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB.~No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  said  he  might 
be  mistaken  as  to  Hokitika ;  but  at  any  rate  Go- 
vernor's residences  were  springing  up  in  difier- 
ent  parts  of  the  colony,  and  there  was  a  larger 
amount  of  expenditure  going  on  in  connection 
with  the  Governor's  establishment  in  New  Zea- 
land than  was  usual  in  other  colonies.  A  set  of 
regulations  were  drawn  up,  not  with  the  view  of 
affecting  the  gentleman  who  then  held  the  poai- 
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tion  of  QoTemor,  but  with  the  view  of  dealing 
with  those  who  might  subsequeutlj  hold  the 
office.  Those  regulations  were  similar  to  those 
-which  prevailed  in  other  colonies.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  colonj  should  only  bear  the  expense  of 
maintaining  certain  parts  of  the  GoTernment 
House — those  parJs  that  were  necessary  for  offi- 
cial purposes — and  that  tlie  other  expenses  should 
be  borne  by  the  Governor  himself.  It  had  been 
decided  thtit  the  residence  at  Wellington  should 
be  the  only  one  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the 
colony  for  the  use  of  His  Excellency,  and  that, 
'  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  Parliament,  the 

estate  at  Lowry  Bay  should  be  sold,  and  that  the 
^  other  Government  residences  should  be  disposed 

'  of  as  soon  as  possible.    In  the  year  1873,  an  Act 

was  introduced  with  the  view  of  settling  this 
>  point  by  statute.    Tliis  Act  gave  effect  to  most 

of  the  suggestions  which  had  been  sent  to  His 
Excellency  in  a  memorandum,  and  it  stated  dis- 
I  tinctly  in  the  I3th  clause  that — 

"The  following  rules  shall  be  observed  with 
regard  to  Government  House  at  Auckland,  and 
the  house  at  Lowry  Bay : — 

"  (1.)  No  expense  in  respect  of  Gbvemment 
House  at  Auckland  shall  be  incurred  or  paid 
r  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  colony  other  than  the 

necessary  expense  of  keeping  the  house  and 
grounds  in  order,  and  the  expense  of  taking 
care  of  the  said  house  during  the  absence  of 
the  Governor  therefrom^ 
"(2.)  No  expense  whatever  iu  respect  of  the 
Lowry  Bay  House  or  estate  shall  be  incurred 
or  paid  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  colony,  but 
such  house  and  estate  shall  be  dealt  with  as 
provided  in  *  The  Ministerial  Residence  and 
Lowry  Bay  Sale  Act,  1873.* " 
Concurrently  an  Act  was  introduced  authoriz- 
ing the  sale  of  the  Lowry  Bay  estate,  it  being 
clear  that  it  was  the  expressed  desire  of  the  Par- 
liament that  these  outside  establishments  should 
be  entirely  got  rid  of.     Lowry  Bay  was  put  iip 
to  auction  a  few  months  ago  and  not  sold.     It 
was  still  being  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the 
colony  for  the  benefit  of  the  Gt>vernor,  if  His 
Excellency  chose  to  avail  himself  of  it :  he  did 
not  know  whether  he  did  or  not.    But  while  it 
was  the  expressed  desire  of  Parliament  to  get  rid 
of  these  outside  establishments,  the  Ministry  upon 
their  own  responsibility,  without  going  to  Parlia- 
ment and  seeking  a  vote,  spent  a  sum  of  £252  Os. 
4d.  in  the  purchase  of  a  lease  of  land  at  Karori. 
That  was  a  small  item,  but  it  implied  more  than 
it  expressed.     If  the  Government  could  purchase 
the  lease  of  land  upon  their  own  responsibility, 
they  could  purchase  the  freehold  on  their  own 
I  responsibility.    If  they  once  got  this  system  of 

small  estates  set  up,  they  would  have  to  maintain 
those  estates ;  there  would  be  an  additional  an- 
,  nual  charge  in  connection  with  them,  and  the 

desire  of  Parliament  would  thereby  be  entirely 
overridden.     He  did  not  state  that  this  purchase 
,  of  the  lease  of  land  at  Karori  might  not  be  desir- 

able in  itself.  Possibly  it  was,  and  that  there 
were  reasons  which  rendered  it  desirable ;  but  the 
Government  liad  no  power  to  enter  into  such  an 
arrangement.  The  total  expense  in  which  it  might 
involve  th^  colony,  they  could  not  say.    The  Go- 


vernment had  not  the  power,  and  tliey  ought  not 
to  have  done  it  before  they  obtained  Parliament's 
sanction.  The  other  point  to  which  he  wished 
to  refer  was  another  small  matter.  In  the  Act 
of  1873,  Parliament  had  declared  what  rooms  in 
Government  House  should  be  maintained  by  the 
country  on  behalf  of  the  Governor,  and  a  limit 
was  placed  on  the  public  expenditure  at  Govern- 
ment House.  He  was  astonished  shortly  after  ho 
came  to  Wellington  to  see  a  large  building  going 
up  in  connection  with  Government  House.  He 
believed  it  was  a  steam  laundry.  It  was  very 
desirable  probably  for  the  use  of  His  Excellency. 
But  with  reference  to  that,  he  meant  to  say  that 
that  expenditure  wos  not  authorized  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  the  Government  went  outside  of 
their  powers,  and  acted  very  reprehensibly,  in 
incurring  that  expenditure  without  first  having 
obtained  a  direct  vote  from  Parliament.  These 
might  be  regarded  as  minor  matters.  But  they 
were  not  small  matters  ;  they  had  reference  to  a 
matter  of  principle.  One  net  that  influenced 
him — and  he  had  no  doubt  influenced  also  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall  and  others  who  worked  in  this 
matter — was  this  :  that  it  was  desirable  to  limit 
the  expenditure  in  connection  with  Government 
House,  so  as  to  leave  both  the  Governor  and  the 
Ministry  as  free  as  possible.  It  was  not  desirable 
that  the  Governor  should  feel  that  he  could  get 
any  expenditure  he  might  desire  without  parlia- 
mentary sanction.  It  was  not  desirable  that  the 
Ministry  should  be  left  free  to  incur  that  ex- 
penditure, because  it  might  have  the  efi'ect  of 
even  involving  the  colony  in  an  expenditure  that 
they  themselves  would  not  sanction.  It  was 
quite  evident  that,  if  the  Ministry  could  incur 
expenditure  on  behalf  of  the  colony  in  this  way 
at  the  Gk>Temor's  desire,  a  political  abuse  mi^ht 
spring  up  from  this  system.  He  was  not  refemne 
to  anything  that  took  place  at  present.  He  did 
not  believe  there  was  anything  the  nmtter  now ; 
but  he  was  referring  to  what  might  be  the  case. 
There  might  be  a  political  abuse  springing  up 
under  the  system.  Human  nature  was  human 
nature  when  the  subject  referred  to  was  either  a 
Governor,  a  Minister,  or  a  private  individual ;  and 
it  was  only  in  human  nature  that  a  person  occupy- 
ing the  high  position  of  GK>vemor,  if  he  saw  the 
Mmistry  in  office  ready  to  spend  money  in  accord- 
ance with  his  desire,  should  have  a  more  friendly 
feeling  towards  that  Ministry  than  towards 
another  Ministry  coming  into  office  on  retrench- 
ment principles,  and  determined  not  to  spend  a 
penny  without  Parliament's  sanction.  The  direct 
influence  of  the  Governor  in  the  politics  of  the 
colony  was  not  yery  lar^e ;  but  there  was  an  in- 
direct influence,  which  it  was  desirable  to  guard 
against.  The  Goyemor,  in  the  case  of  a  Minis- 
terial crisis,  might  exercise  very  great  influence, 
and  might  by  his  tactics  cause  a  Ikfinisterial  crisis, 
that  would  otherwise  be  attended  by  a  complete 
change  of  Gt)yemment,  simply  to  be  attended 
by  a  fresh  distribution  of  the  perstmnel  of  the 
Administration ;  and  he  might  bring  about  a 
complete  change  of  Goyemment,  perlukps  not  in 
accordance  with  the  desire  of  Parliament.  '  It 
was  not  desirable  that  the  Governor  himself  or 
the  Ministry  should  be  placed  in  that  position.! 
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and  lie  therefore  referred  to  this  mstter  sow,  in 
order  that  the  attention  of  honorable  members 
might  be  directed  to  it,  and  that  the  Gh>Tem- 
ment  themeelTee  might  eee  that,  if  thie  unauthor- 
ised expenditure  wae  indulged  in,  the  attention 
of  Parliament  should  be  called  to  the  sutjeot 
He  trusted  it  would  not  be  thought  for  a  moment 
that  he  was  reflecting  upon  His  Bzoellencj  the 
QoTemor  in  this  matter.  He  was  desirous  to 
ftop  a  system  which  was  pernicious  in  itself,  and 
which,  unless  stopped,  might  be  attended  with 
eyil  consequences.  He  would  not  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Council  further ;  but  he  could 
not  allow  this  important  motion  with  regard  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  Appropriation  BUI  to 
pass  without  making  these  few  observations. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  was  not  going  to  fol- 
low the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  through  the  ques- 
tions he  had  raised.  The  remarks  which  fell  from 
the  honorable  mover  about  this  being  the  laet 
Bill  that  would  oome  before  Parliament  this  see- 
son,  called  to  his  mind  the  fact  that  this  was 
probably  the  last  occasion  on  which  a  Superin- 
tendent of  a  prorinoe  would  hare  the  pririlege  of 
addressing  Parliament ;  and  he  thought  it  was  a 
■pecial  feature  for  congratulation  that,  for  the 
flrst  time  fer  many  yean,  there  was  now  iooluded 
in  the  Appropriation  Act  prorisiou  for  the  gorem- 
ment  of  the  whole  colony.  This,  he  thought,  was 
a  matter  for  most  sincere  congratulation ;  and  al- 
though the  provision  which  had  been  made  had 
neoeMarily  been  somewhat  imperfect  and  incom- 
plete in  its  character,  BtUl  he  hoped  this  was  but 
the  precursor  of  a  consolidation  of  the  numerous 
offices  whioh  had  been  existing  in  duplicate 
throughout  the  whole  oolony,  and  of  a  very  large 
snd  material  reduction  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
oountzy  upon  other  departmental  matters.  This 
was  a  matter  to  the  consideration  of  which  he  was 
tore  the  GK>Temment  would  apply  themselTes 
most  dosely  during  the  reoeas ;  ana  before  next 
■ession  of  Parliament  he  hoped  they  would  bring 
down  such  a  scheme  for  the  consolidation  of  the 
Taripus  offices  and  the  reduction  of  officers,  with- 
out reducing  salaries,  as  would  lead  very  much 
to  the  improvement  of  the  Civil  Service  of  the 
oounb7.  He  had  no  doubt  also  tliat,  while  the 
question  of  the  consolidation  of  offices  was  under 
uieir  consideration,  they  would  direct  their  atten- 
tion to  a  very  important  matter  which  had  been 
pending  this  session,  and  which  he  thought  was 
tn  an  unsatisfectory  condition — ^namely,  the  Civil 
Berrice.  It  was  a  subject  which  had  been  talked 
of  and  brought  forward  on  many  occasions,  and 
he  thought  uie  present  time  was  a  most  suitable 
opportunity  for  considering  it.  He  might  take 
that  occasion  to  express  a  hope  that  in  making 
these  alterations,  and  in  carrying  out  the  changes 
which  must  necessarily  take  place,  the  Govern- 
ment would  ^ve  proper  and  tuU  consideration  to 
the  long  semoes  of  those  officers  who  had  feith- 
fttUy  and  truly  served  in  the  different  Provincial 
Oovemments.  He  felt  satisfied  the  €h>vem- 
ment  would  not  overlook  their  claims,  although 
they  might  occn^  a  somewhat  diiferent  posi- 
tion from  other  fmoen  in  the  Civil  Service.  He 
was  not  goinc  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Council 
.fwtheri  bat  he  felt  it  was  »  matter  for  the  greftt- 


est  congratulation  that  they  wen  now  brin^iiig 

the  people  more  distinctly  feoe  to  feoe  with  the 
whole  expenditure  of  the  country,  instead  of  it^ 
bmng  divided  into  so  many  parts,  and  tbmt  the 
whole  departmental  expenditure  was  brought 
under  one  control,  and  appeared  in  the  ftnnnal 
Appropriation  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  would  only  eaj  one  or 
two  words  upon  the  general  aspect  of  the  finan- 
cial question  which  had  been  referred  to  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse.    He  thought  that  refer- 
ence was  very  appropriate  on  the  paeeing   of  a 
Bill  of  this  character.    The  honorable  gentlemas 
stated — and  he  wae  sorry  that  he  hmd  to  ag;ree 
with  him — that  they  were  practically  living  to  a 
very  considerable  extent  beyond  their  inoome. 
It  was  just  as  well  that  there  should    be  no 
disguise  about  it.     This  over-expenditore  m%ht 
be  traced  to  a  variety  of  causes — ^to  some  extant 
perhaps  to  the  fact  that  the  revenue  hnd  not 
shown  that  elasticity  whioh  the  history  of  prs- 
vious  years  might  ha,fe  warranted  the  Govern- 
ment in  expecting,  but  to  a  greater  extent  it  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  they  had  hed  to  face 
the  large  constitutional  changes  they  were  now 
accomplishing — changes   which    had    to    be    ef- 
fected, he  thought,  at  almost  any  sacrifice,  at 
a  time  unfortunately  of  considerable  depression. 
If  those  changes  haa  been  carried  out  two  years 
ago,  when  the  revenue  of  the  colony  preaented  a 
very  remarkable  elasticity,  he  thought  they  would 
have  been  effected  under  very  mu<£  more  £aTour- 
able  auspices.    But  it  was  undoubtedly  the  feet 
that  those  changes  had    been   commended    to 
various  parts  of  the  country  by  very  liberal  al- 
lowances—allovances  which,  when  they  were  first 
proposed,  it  was  anticipated  the  revenue  would 
ireely  bear,  but  whioh  a  diminished  revenoe,  or 
at  least  a  not  inoreasinff  revenue,  had  hardly  been 
able   to    stand.    Speakinc   his   own  individual 
opinion,  he  mi^ht  say  that,  in  point  of  prm- 
ciple,  he  held  it  to  be  quite  ui^ustifiable  that 
the  subsidies  to  road  districts  and  counties  should 
be  paid  out  of  land  revenue.     He  would  have 
no  objection  to  their  being  paid  out  of  Con- 
solidated Bevenue;  but  wl^n  that  revenue  was 
not  equal  to  the  task,  he  held  it  was  not  justi- 
fiable that  they  should  continue  to  pay  those  al- 
lowances.   No  doubt  they  would  be  spent  in  a 
very  large  proportion  upon  current  works — upon 
the  maintenance  of  roads ;  and  if  they  did  that 
out  of  borrowed  money,  they  would  be  evidenthr 
paying  their  ordinary  expenses  out  of  capital 
ao  doubt  the  present  Gl-ovemment  felt  itself  in  a 
very  difficult  position.     The  Qovemment   had 
pledged  itself  to  carry  out  this  system ;  and  al- 
though a  new  Qovemment  had  no  doubt  come 
into  office,  which  was  not  fettered  by  the  acta  of 
its  predecessors,  still  he  thought  there  was  no 
doubt  that,  if  any  change  had  been  made  in  thu 
respect,  the  various  local  bodies  throughout  the 
country  would  have  felt  that  the  Qovemment  of 
the  colony  had   committed  a  breach  of  feitii 
towards  them.    That,  he  presumed,  was  an  argu- 
ment which  was  felt  to  have  very  oonaiden£le 
weight  with  the  Qovemment.  But  he  eoold  only 
hope  that,  oonsistently  with  good  faith,  the  Gh>- 
Temment  would  aa  soon  ••  poMiblo  get  out  of 
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what  he  held  to  be  a  Tidoiu  and  dangeroaa  fys- 
tern.  HaTiDg  had  a  Teij  small  inugbt  into  the 
position  of  the  aflfain  of  the  GoTeniment — speak- 
ing, of  course,  without  any  reeponsibility  and 
without  any  kind  of  authority — he  might  say  he 
thought  it  would  hare  been  yeiy  difficult  for  any 
OoTemment  at  the  present  time  to  have  put  the 
finances  of  the  ooUmy  upon  a  satisfactory  foot- 
ing. They  were  in  a  position  of  Teir  considerable 
difficulty  for  the  Grorernment  of  the  colony. 
They  were  carrying  out  vast  changes  in  the  Ck>n- 
stitution;  and  it  was  hardly  possible  for  any 
Treasurer  to  ascertain  what  the  "permanent 
position  of  the  finances  would  be  —  what 
the  permanent  necessary  expensee  would  be — 
when  the  Gh>Temment  of  the  colony  had 
settled  down  into  the  new  state  of  things; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  what  the  arailable 
income  would  be.  That  he  did  not  think  any 
Treasurer  could  learn  at  the  present  time ;  and 
therefore  he  held  that  the  present  state  of  things 
was  an  excuse,  or  ^rhaps  it  would  be  more  a 
justification,  for  asking  for  the  authority  which 
bad  been  given  to  issue  Treasury  bills  to  the 
amount  sti^ed  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  He 
sincerely  trusted,  in  fact  he  felt  confident,  that 
the  attention  of  the  Gh>Temment  would  be  given 
to  the  whole  financial  position  of  the  colony,  and 
that  they  would  ascertain,  as  clearly  as  the  Go- 
yernment  could  ascertain,  what  their  actual  finan- 
cial requirements  were,  and  what  their  neces- 
sary expenditure  would  be,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  resources  upon  Which  they  could  fairly 
rely.  He  thought  the  GK>Temment  would  be 
able  to  come  before  them  in  a  future  session  with 
a  clear  statement  of  facte,  and  a  proposal  which 
would  put  the  finances  of  the  country  on  a  satis- 
factory  footing.  He  could  hardly  hope  that  they 
would  be  able  to  canr  on  without  calling  upon 
the  country  to  bear  further  taxation;  and  the 
sooner  the  people  of  the  colony  were  ^miliar 
with  the  idea  tnat  increased  taxation  mi^ht  be 
necessary  the  better,  for  it  took  some  time  to 
reconcile  the  people  to  sacrifices  of  that  kind. 
He  thought  it  was  just  as  well  that  it  should  be 
suggested  in  this  Counoil--and  he  oould  do  so 
with  perfect  good  faith — that  in  the  adjustment 
of  further  taxation  they  must  look  to  placing 
larger  burdens  on  property  than  it  had  hitherto 
borne.  That  was  a  queetion  upon  which  a 
difference  of  opinion  might  arise.  He  thought 
property  should  not  be  unduly  burdened;  but  his 
opinion  was  that,  in  the  future  adjustment  of  the 
taxation  of  the  country,  property  would  have  to 
bear  a  larger  share  of  taxation  than  it  had 
hitherto  borne.  With  regard  to  the  remarks  of 
his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Bonar,  as  to  this  being 
his  last  appearance  in  the  Council  as  the  Superin- 
tendent of  a  prorinoe,  he  must  say  that,  whateyer 
might  be  the  individual  excellences  of  the  Super- 
intendents, their  presence  in  Parliament  had  been 
the  reverse  of  benefloiaL  In  times  past,  they  had 
done  good  work  in  their  respeotive  provinces— 
he  believed  all  of  them  had  at  heart  the  welfiure 
and  progress  of  those  provinces  t  but  the  misfor- 
tune appeared  to  have  been  that,  in  the  discharge 
€/t  ihsar  local  duties,  their  ideas  had  beoome 
KUiMwhat  nanowodi  and  \^  had  been  aooof 


tomed  to  look  on  the  afflurs  of  the  colony  ¥rith 
somewhat  local  prepossessions  and  prejudices,  and 
they  had  not  Seen  able  to  leave  those  behind 
them  when  they  came  to  Parliament.  In  the 
discharge  of  their  parliamentary  duties  they  had 
been  more  infiuenoed  by  the  consideration  of 
what  was  due  to  their  particular  localitv  than 
what  was  due  to  the  colony  at  large.  He  had 
the  very  highest  idea  of  those  honorable  gentle- 
men, but  that,  had  been  their  great  &ult.  Al- 
though they  might  not  see  the  same  gentlemen  in 
Parliament  as  Superintendents,  he  hoped  to  see 
them  in  the  Assembly  disembanassed  from  the 
infiuenoes  to  which  he  had  referred,  and  that  for 
many  yeai-s  to  oome  they  would  be  able  to  render 
good  service  to  their  adopted  country. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said,  with  regard  to 
the  observations  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  as 
to  the  issuing  of  Treasury  bills  authorized  by  this 
Bill,  he  had  only  to  say  that  the  Goyemment 
hoped  to  be  able  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
country  without  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills  to 
the  full  extent;  but  it  was  absolutely  and  im- 
peratively necessary  that  in  the  impending 
changes  the  Government  should  have  the  power 
of  preventing  any  difficulties  arising  in  the  vari- 
ous provincial  districts  from  the  ^rant  of  means 
to  carry  on  the  new  institutions.  In  some  in- 
stances the  Government  had  been  prevented  from 
ascertaining  the  real  wants  and  necessities  of  the 
provinces,  and  they  had  been  obliged  to  leave  a 
large  margin,  in  order  to  meet  any  necessities  that 
might  arise.  He  did  not  agree  with  his  honor- 
abb  friend  Mr.  Hall  in  thinking  that  in  future  a 
necessity  would  arise  for  imposing  further  burdens 
upon  property.  He  thought  that  when  the  Con- 
solidated Revenue  was  relieved  from  the  heavy 
charge  which  was  now  forced  upon  it  in  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  works  that  were  in  course  of 
oonstniction,  and  therefore  unprodnctiye,  such  as 
unfinished  railway  lines,  tJ^e  anticipations  of  his 
honorable  firiend  as  to  the  necessity  for  imposing 
additional  burdens  on  property  would  not  he  rea- 
lised, but  that  the  revenue  would  be  found  equal 
to  aU  le|[itimate  requirements.  He  hoped,  with 
the  experience  whioh  they  would  gain  before  next 
session,  they  would  be  in  a  position  to  show  that 
not  only  was  a  great  decrease  in  the  expenditure 
possible,  but  that  such  decrease  had  been  made  to 
a  considerable  extent  before  Parliament  met  again. 
He  would  allude  to  another  matter  referred  to  by 
his  honorable  friend  1&.  Waterhouse.  For  some 
time  past  a  desire  had  been  expressed  to  set  rid 
of  an  expensive  toy  in  the  shape  <^  the  Lowry 
Ba^  estate ;  and  it  was  in  the  hope  of  getting  rid 
of  It,  and  of  realising  some  portion  at  least  of  the 
large  sum  of  money  whioh  it  had  cost,  that  ar- 
rangements were  made  for  the  disposal  of  it  by 
the  Government  on  their  own  responsibility. 
They  had  not  been  able  to  dispose  of  the  Lowi^ 
Bay  property  at  a  pzioe  whion  they  thought  it 
their  duty  to  accept,  but  they  were  not  without 
hope  that  something  like  a  more  reasonable  price 
than  that  ofiered  would  be  obtained.  As  nr  as 
the  new  amogements  made  were  ooncemed,  a 
flood  deal  of  the  expense  would  be  borne  by  His 
Kxcellency  th»  Governor.  He  was  satisfied  that 
the  MnngeoMnti  fiied  by  Aol  had  jbecn  found  to 
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be  most  oonTonieot,  tnd  thej  had  been  most 
loyally  adhered  to  b j  all  the  parties  to  those  ar- 
rangements. The  existing  arrangemente  were  a 
great  improTement  upon  the  arrangementSi  or 
rather  want  of  arrangemente,  which  obtained  pre- 
▼ioosly.  It  wae  almost  too  soon  to  pronounce 
a  funeral  oration  upon  the  officers  who  had  con- 
ducted the  work  of  gOTemment  in  the  sereral 
pronncee  of  the  colony  up  to  this  time.  When 
It  was  found  that  they  had  wiUk  dignity  folded 
around  them  their  mantle  of  office  and  retired, 
honorable  members  would  be  able  on  a  future 
occasion  to  express  their  sentiments  with  regard 
to  those  gentlemen,  and  to  the  important  duties 
which  they  had  performed  in  connection  with  the 
goremment  of  the  country.  Nobody  was  more 
ready  than  himself  to  recogniie  the  serrices  which 
the  Superintendents  had  rendered  in  the  past; 
but  the  necessity  for  them  no  longer  existed. 
With  the  means  of  communication  now  estab- 
lished throughout  the  colony,  the  continuance  of 
proTincial  institutions  was  no  longer  a  necessity, 
and  he  had  reason  to  hope  that  the  new  institu- 
tions would  be  better  adapted  to  existing  circum- 
stances, and  be  more  acceptable  to  the  people 
throuffhout  the  colony. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 


Sir  J.  L.  0.  BIOHABDSOK.— Sir,  I  dedn 
to  make  a  few  remarks.  It  is  not  Tery  ex- 
hilarating to  make  these  remarks  to  an  almost 
empty  Onamber ;  but  as  it  will  be  a  great  relief 
to  me,  even  if  they  are  a  temporary  burden  to 
those  who  are  present  to  listen  to  them,  I  fsel  it 
a  bounden  duty  to  make  them  with  reference  to 
one  particular  Tote — the  Defence  Tote.  I  do  not 
often  trouble  the  Council,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
they  will  grant  me  their  indulgence  upon  the 
present  occasion.  I  have  obserred  with  great 
regret  the  destruction  of  those  old  political  in- 
stitutions that  had  become  familiar  to  the  coun- 
try. They  hare  been  done  away  with  ;  the  Go- 
remment hayo  introduced  others  in  their  place, 
and  I  haye  endeayoured  during  this  session  to 
give  my  loyal  assent  to  them,  and  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  do  so :  for  it  is  our  duty  now  to  do  all 
we  can  to  further  the  interests  of  the  country  in 
the  new  form  those  interests  haye  assumed.  I 
perceire  in  this  Bill  now  before  us  a  matter 
which  it  is  m^  duty  to  take  notice  of.  Whatever 
may  be  my  disposition  not  to  engage  in  that  class 
of  politics  which  are  strictly  of  a  political 
character,  there  are  large  social  questions  in 
which  I  haye  always  taken,  and  shall  continue 
to  take,  a  great  interett;  and  if  there  is  one 
question  more  than  another  upon  which  I 
cannot  with  good  oonscieuoe  relinquish  the 
•right  to  speak,  it  is  that  of  the  defence  of  the 
oolony.  Of  course,  it  ie  said  that  we  old  mili- 
tary men  are  always  living  in  a  kind  of  scare ; 
that  we  think  it  absolutely  necessary  that  some- 
thing should  be  doing  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  But  I  say  no  man  possessed  of  ordinaiy 
common  sense  can  look  at  the  state  of  Europe 
for  a  single  moment  without  reasonably  feeling 
an  apprehension  that,  when  war  <loes  arise  in 
^wcope,  it  will  call  fo^  the  greatest  efibrte  of 


the  mother  country  and  of  ail  her  colonies  W 
hold  their  own.      I  need  only    point    to   tht 
millions  of  armed   population  throughout  tit* 
whole  continent  of  Burope ;    I  need  only  peons 
out  that  England  has  taken  her    best  soldier 
Lord  Napier  of  Magdala,  from  liia  former  post, 
with   the  avowed   intention  of  employing  his 
either  at  GKbraltar  or  Malta ;  I  need  only  pcm 
to   the  fact  that    those    outlying   fortifieatieoi 
have  received  vast  additions,  not  only  to  tbei? 
defences  and  works,  but  in  those  mnaltio&i  at 
war  which  are  absolutely  necessary  £ar  a  stab- 
bom,  protracted,  and  effectiye  dewnoe— I  mar 
point  to  all  these  in  proof  of  what  I  hmve  saki 
And  there  u  a  still  further  eyidenee   in  t^* 
intimation    we   haye  reeeived   that    the   fortiS- 
cations  of  London  are  complete ;  that  the  who^ 
of  the  approaches  to  London  haye  been  aecund 
inland   by  a  system  of  surrounding    fiirta,  aai 
by  water  by  a  system  of  torpedoes  and  fiirm^- 
able  nayies.      There  can  be  no  question  that  it 
is    absolutely   necessary   tiiat    something    also 
should  be  done  by  us.    It  was  said,  I  think, 
by  the   Duke    of  Wellington    that    there    w» 
no  general  in  the  British  army  who,  if  20,000 
men  were  put  into  Hyde  Park,  would  ever  be 
able  to  get  them  out  again.      ICy  recoUeotioa 
betus  me  back  to  a  time  when  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  truth  in  that ;  but  now  we  haye  officers  ci 
yeiy  high  rank  and  of  very  great  military  capacitj 
who  would  take  not  only  20,000  but  200,000  men 
out  of  Hyde  Park  as  easily  as  a  general  formerij 
oould  move  a  division  of  the  army.     We,  in  this 
oolony,  should  pay  great  attention  to  organizing 
our  defences  in  order  to  resist  an^  inroad  that 
might  suddenly  take  place.    No  childish  cfaimerm 
was  oyer  so  absurd  as  that  which  suppoees  that 
unorganized  bodies  of  men  oould  sucMssfully  for 
any  length  of  time  meet  organized  bodies  in  the 
field.    It  is  simply  absurd.     We  have  now  in 
England  about  120,000  of  the  finest  YoLuuteere  in 
the  world,  the  fruits  of  a  once-called  scare,  and  we 
have  also  the  Militia  body,  both  of  which  yie  with 
the  battalions  of  the  regular  army  in  drill  and 
efficiency.      We  have  our  Naval  Keserye  and  re- 
serves of  other  kinds  ;  and  a  system  of  mobilisation 
has  been  introduced,  to  say  nothing  of  Sngland's 
mighty  naval  resources — so  thoroughly  lUiye  is 
England  to  the  necessity  of  instructing  her  men 
in  the  time  of  peace  so  that  they  may  be  prepsoed 
in  the  time  of  war.    What  are  we  doing  here  F 
That  is  the  point  to  which  I  widi  to  dimot  the 
attention  oi  the   Council.     I  haye  had  some 
little   experience,  of   course   of  a   subordinate 
character,    of    the   operations   of  war.    I  hare 
been    present   at    engagements   on   the    banks 
of  the    Ganges,    and    in    those    lands    which 
are  now   almost   claimed   by   Bussia — ^portions 
of  Northern   Affghaniitan   and   Central    Asia. 
I  have  marched  through  passes  where  thousands 
of  men  haye  left  their  bones.    I  haye  seen  all  the 
horrors — the  fearful  horrors — of  war,  not  con- 
fined to  those  who  were  actually  engaged,  bat 
embracing  those  who  took  no  actiye  ps^:  hor- 
rors that  may  be  seen  to-day,  thou^  to  a  more 
fearful  extent,  in  the  excesses  committed  by  Uie 
Turkish  troops.   All  this  induces  me  to  urge  most 
earnestly  upon  thit  ConiuiU^   upon  the  otlier 
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House,  and  upon  anj  one  who  has  an  interest 
in  the  colony,  to  take  steps  to  protect  this  oolonj 
in  the  event  of  any  Baropean  outbreak  occur* 
ring.  I  will  direct  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  some  figures  in  connection  with  the  Defence 
and  Other  Purposes  Loan  Act,  which  amounted, 
by  the  Act  of  1870,  to  one  million  of  money. 
Of  that  sum,  so  far  as  I  remember,  £700,000 
was  set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  and 
of  the  whole  of  that  there  now  remains  only 
the  very  insignificant  and  small  sum  of  £74,000, 
of  which  amount  £80,000,  and  an  additional 
grant  of  £10,000,  have  been  appropriated  during 
this  year  for  the  furtherance  of  military  opera- 
tions, or  rather  for  internal  defence,  so  that  there 
is  now  but  a  mere  residuum  of  £30,000.  The 
annual  cost  of  Militia  and  Volunteers  in  the 
colony  is  £23,583  ;  of  Armed  Constabulary, 
£74,806 ;  and  there  is  set  aside  for  oontingencietf 
£10,000.  Taking  the  Customs  revenue  at 
£1,200,000  annuaUy,  we  find  that  about  one-tenth 
of  the  whole  revenue  b  expended  upon  internal 
defence  purposes ;  and  with  what  result  P  We 
ought  to  see  a  great  result  from  such  a  compara- 
tively vast  annual  expenditure.  I  find  that  the 
following  statement  represents  the  strength  of 
the  various  branches  of  the  service  in  the  North 
and  South  Islands,  not  including  600  or  600 
Armed  Constabulary : — 


— 

North 

lahmd 

Co's. 

Booth 
Island 
Co*!. 

Com. 
paaies. 

H«n. 

Cavalry    

Artillery 

Engineers 

Rifles       

Naval       

11 
8 
1 

29 
2 

2 
7 
2 
82 
6 

IS 

10 

8 

61 

7 

568 
692 
ISO 
8,018 
414 

Total    

— 

— 

94 

4,722 

I  would  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Gk>vomment  during  the  recess,  that  they 
should  give  attention  to  the  absolute  neoes- 
sity  of  organising  a  few  companies  of  Artillery 
and  Rifles  on  the  coast,  and  keeping  them 
up  to  the  full  strength,  not  having  a  number 
ot  such  oompanies  constantly  forming  and  dis- 
banding. They  should  be  oompanies  which  it 
would  be  an  honor,  a  distinction,  and  an  object 
of  ambition  for  any  man  to  join.  At  present,  in 
a  fit  of  enthusiasm,  persons  are  prepared  to  raise 
and  join  a  Volunteer  corps,  and  there  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  together  a  oompany ;  but  those 
often  are  not  the  kind  of  corps  we  require.  I 
might  mention  one  as  an  instance — the  Richard- 
son Fusiliers — which  scarcely  arrived  at  its 
majority,  and,  indeed,  was  in  its  minority,  when 
it  expired,  though  the  material  was  admirable. 
Now,  what  I  most  earnestly  wish  is,  that  there 
should  be  corps  to  which  a  man  would  be  proud 
to  belong,  which  an  officer  would  feel  a  pride  in 
commanding.  We  do  not  want  a  brilliant  uni- 
form, but  we  do  require  a  manly,  soldierlike 
service.  I  am  surprised  at  the  number  of 
stated  "efficients;"  there  are  88  or  90  per 
cent. ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  the  slate  of  efficiency 
must  be  on  a  somewhat  low  scale.    The  question 


we  have  to  consider  b  this :  Can  we  continue  to 
pay  £108,000  a  year  for  purposes  of  internal 
defence  without  making  one  single  provision 
for  anything  like  training,  and  the  elements  ne- 
cessary for  a  suocessfal  defence  P  I  believe  there 
is  scarcely  a  heavy  gun  in  the  colony — though 
there  may  be  a  few  light  guns — ^rea^  for  use. 
Then  as  to  the  ammunition  c  I  have  been  an  old 
artilleiyman,  and  have  had  charge  of  a  magazine, 
consequently  I  know  something  about  what  I 
speak ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  a  good  deal  of 
the  powder  we  have  in  this  oolonv  would  be 
absolutely  useless  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
is  intended.  I  remember  that  every  time  we 
went  out  for  the  annual  artilleiy  practice  in 
India,  we  used  a  6i-inch  mortar  to  try  the 
strength  of  the  barrels  of  powder — that  is,  a 
barrel  £rom  each  parcel — ^for  the  success  of  our 
practice  depended  to  a  grsat  extent  on  knowing 
thoroughly  the  strength  of  the  charge.  I  woula 
suggest  that  we  should  have  as  many  faU-strength 
and  effective  cadet  corps  at  the  ports  as  we  can, 
so  that,  when  the  trumpet  of  war  sounds,  the 
militaiy  ardour  of  our  youths  might  be  roused, 
and  they  would  hasten  to  join  as  effective  recruits. 
Years  ago  we  determined  to  rely  solely  upon  our- 
selves for  the  internal  defence  of  the  country,  and 
we  have  done  the  work  right  well.  I  take  this 
opportunity — I  may  never  have  another — of  ex- 
pressinff  my  high  appreciation  of  the  manner  in 
which  tne  &on.  Colonel  Whitmore,  at  a  time  of 
extreme  distrust  and  danger  on  the  West  Coast, 
came  forward  nobly  and  offered  his  services  to 
the  (Government.  I  feel  there  are  triumphs  of 
peace  as  well  as  triumphs  of  war.    We  have 

rod  money  broadcast  among  the  Natives 
ughout  the  country — ^I  do  not  say  injudi- 
ciously—and those  in  charge  of  the  various 
departments  have  been  well  rewarded.  But  my 
honorable  friend  Colonel  Whitmore  still  remains 
without  that  full  reward  which  it  is  a  soldier's 
recognised  ambition  to  receive.  I  think  the 
time  has  come  when  the  GK>vemment  might  take 
steps  to  obtain  rewards  for  those  who  have  done 
so  much  and  such  gallant  service  to  the  country ; 
and,  besides  others,  I  would  specially  mention 
my  honorable  friend  Colonel  Whitmore,  and  the 
brave  Native  chief  Morgan,  of  this  Council.  Chief- 
tains in  India  have  received  high  consideration, 
and  marked  dignities  have  been  awarded  to  them. 
I  therefore  can  see  no  reason  why  those  who 
have  staunchly  fought  in  this  country  in  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  should  be  deprived 
of  those  recognitions  which  are  given  so  freelv  in 
other  places.  I  will  not  detain  the  Council  at 
this  hour  with  any  further  remarks;  but  I  would 
mention  that,  in  that  time  of  danger  to  which  I 
referred,  my  honorable  friend  Colonel  Brett 
offered  his  services,  and  in  all  probability,  if  the 
services  of  Colonel  Whitmore  had  not  been 
accepted,  those  of  my  honorable  friend  would 
have  been.  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in 
saying  that  it  is  the  belief  of  all  thoroughly 
trained  military  men  that  when  any  warlike 
combinn lions  arise  in  Europe,  the  strength  of 
Great  Britain  will  be  tried  mott  severely.  What 
will  then  be  our  position  ?  Australia  has  already 
sent  to  England,  not  for  militaiy  assistanoe  in  its 
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OTdinary  senie,  but  for  that  kind  of  militarf 
scientific  aanatanoe  that  will  enable  her  to  utilise 
to  the  best  advantage  the  forces  in  those  colonies. 
Oannot  we  do  the  same  here  P  We  should  secure 
the  services  of  a  military  engineer  for  a  year  or 
so,  who  would  risit  the  various  ports  of  the 
colony,  and|  by  teaching  the  entirely  new  system 
of  defence  and  military  organisation,  enable  us  to 
do  the  best  we  can  ror  ourselves.  England  has 
thousands  of  tons  of  useless  ordnance,  some  of 
which  we  might  easily  obtain  for  our  protection. 
As  yet  we  Imew  nothing  of  the  torpedo  system, 
which  exists  in -every  river  and  almost  in  every 
navigable  creek  in  England.  I  daresay  this  is 
the  last  time  I  shall  speak  upon  this  subject.  I 
am  sure  it  is  the  last  time  I  shall  speak  with  any- 
thing like  the  earnestness  I  now  feel.  I  would 
urge  upon  the  Gk>vemment  that  preparedness  in 
the  time  of  .peace  is  the  surest  warrant  of  success 
in  time  of  war.  Above  all  tilings,  do  not  let  it  be 
said  of  u^  who  proudly  claim  to  be  the  Britain  of 
the  South,  that  when  the  mother  country  was 
in  possibly  a  death-struggle  we  were  piteously 
hanging  mpon  her  skirts,  not  only  not  assisting, 
but  almost  a  drag  upon  her  exertions. 
Bill  reported  to  the  House,  and  read  a  third 


The  Ck>unoil  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  twelve 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EBPBBSENTATIVES. 

Mandojf,  dOCh  October,  1876. 


Tsnnags  KfttWe  Luid— Kaimai  Oold  Field— Sartorii, 
DowiDB,  and  Othen*  Claima  Bill— Wute  Luida  Bffl. 


Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'dock. 

Fbatxbs. 

TAFRANGA  NATIVE  LAND. 
Sir  G-.  GBEY,  without  notice,  asked  the  Go- 
vernment a  question  in  reference  to  this  subject. 
He  had  waited  for  a  long  time  for  the  appearance 
of  the  Native  Minister,  who  he  believed  was  still 
unable  to  take  his  place  in  the  House.  The  sub- 
ject was  one  of  so  much  importance  that  it 
should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  over  until  next 
session.  During  the  time  he  was  Governor,  he 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  oonflscated  large  blocks  of  Native 
land  in  the  Tauranga  district,  out  of  which  re- 
serves for  Native  purposes  were  made.  He  had 
reason  to  believe  that  portions  of  these  reserves 
had  been  purchased  by  officers  in  the  Native 
Department  and  he  also  believed,  if  steps  were 
not  taken  to  prevent  the  purchase  of  these  re- 
serves, the  Natives  would  oe  left  witii  no  land 
whatever.  He  wished  now  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  would  take  celte  that  no  land 
reserved  for  Native  purposes  in  the  Tauranga  dis- 
trict should  be  dealt  with  during  the  recess,  in 
order  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
bringing    the   subject    before   Parliament   next 


Major  ATnNSON  would  at  once  givo  tht 
honorable  gentleman  the  assurance  that  the  Na- 
tives should  not  be  allowed  to  sell  to  ofiloov  of 
the  Native  Department;  but  he  could  not  are 
an  assurance  that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to 
sell  to  other  persons  until  he  had  made  an  in- 
quiry into  the  circumstances.  Fersonallv  he  knew 
nothing  about  these  reserves,  as  they  nad  nerer 
previously  been  brought  under  his  notice.  It 
was  possible  they  might  have  been  given  to  the 
Natives  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold ;  but  if,  alter 
inquiry,  it  should  be  found  injurious  to  the  Na- 
tives to  sell  these  reserves,  he  would  take  care 
that  they  were  not  sold.  He  would  give  the 
honorable  gentleman  a  general  promise  to  that 
effect,  and  would  at  the  same  time  say  that  he 
felt  very  much  obliged  to  him  for  bringing  the 
matter  under  his  notice. 

TTATVAT  GOLD  FIELD. 

Mr.  8HEEHAN,  in  continuation  of  a  question 
he  put  to  the  Premier  on  a  previous  occasion, 
wished  to  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  a  queetion 
relative  to  the  opening  of  the  Kaimai  Gold  Field. 
He  would  content  himself  with  reading  tlie  tele- 
grams he  had  received  from  that  district,  as  they 
would  explain  the  question  he  wished  to  put. 
The  first  was  as  follows  :-~ 

''Letter  addressed  to  me  personally  received 
from  Brabant,  utterlv  ignoring  what  he  terms 
'so-called  committee.  Brabant  states  in  letter 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  suspend  his  nego- 
tiations,  and  informs  me  that  he  has  reoeired 
permission  to  proceed  with  the  negotiations,  and 
obtain  opening  of  Taujrsnga  lands  for  gold-min- 
ing purposes  whenever  obstructions  and  agitations 
caused  by  me  and  other  ill-advised  Eoropeans 


The  second  telegram  was  from  the  same  parties, 
and  was  to  this  e&ct : — 

"Hauhau  obstructionists  have  invited  Cont- 
mittee  to  meet  them  at  Motutoa  Island  to  quietlj 
confer  respecting  the  difficulties  in  relation  to 
opening  Kaimai  and  surrounding  country  for 
gold  prospecting.  Committee  deoTine  to  attend, 
unless  authorities  decline  (He)  [desire]  tiiey 
should  accept  the  invitation.  Were  we  to  meet 
Natives  in  question,  it  might  be  urged  that  the 
committee  were  adopting  a  course  which  might 
be  construed  into  what  would  be  called  one  of 
obstruction,  and  acting  independently  of  ihe 
Government,  a  course  which  the  public  and  the 
committee  would  much  deprecate.  We  are 
desirous  to  give  Government  evenr  opportunity 
to  act,  if  they  will  only  convince  ihe  public  that 
they  reallv  mean  business." 

The  third  was  a  telegram  from  the  com- 
mittee ; — 

'*  Ck>mmittee  and  Captain  Moiris  had  satbfac- 
tory  meeting  last  night  re  Kaimai.  That  eentle- 
man  expressed  himself  perfectly  satisfied  with 
course  adopted  by  committee,  and  that  they  had 
in  no  way  obstructed  the  action  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment,  as  had  been  reported.  Commissioner  Bra- 
bant left  for  Auckland  last  night,  so  that  the  Go- 
vernment do  not  (etc)  find  [it  necessary],  it  would 
appear,  to  use  any  haste  in  matter  of  Ejomai." 

He  read  the  tekgrame  fi»  the  purpose  of  dear- 
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ing  a  Tory  large  diatriot  from  the  ebarge  of  ob- 
Btruoting  GbTemment  officiala.  He  would  ask 
whether  the  Gh>Temineiit  bad  giren  instruotions 
to  stop  the  oommonioations  for  opening  up  the 
gold  fiiald.  He  bad  been  informed  that  that  wae 
not  the  oaae ;  but  be  wisbed  to  bare  the  matter 
placed  on  record  for  public  information. 

Miyor  ATKINSON  said  Mr.  Brabant  had  been 
instructed  to  open  up  the  gold  field  as  speedily  as 
possible,  and  on  the  14th  of  October  further  in- 
Btmctions  were  sent  to  him  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Native  Minister  desires  me  to  report  to 
you  the  answer  be  has  sent  to  Mr.  Bdgecombe 
re  Kaimai : — '  Ms  yours,  the  GoTernment  have 
already  taken  the  initiatiye,  and  authorized  Mr. 
Brabant  to  make  the  best  arrangements  he  can 
with  the  Natives.  Any  demonstration  on  the 
part  of  the  committee  is  more  likely  to  impede 
than  promote  the  object  in  view.' " 

Mr.  Commissioner  Brabant  had  been  instructed 
to  use  every  effort  to  open  up  the  field  and  to 
make  the  necessary  payments  to  the  Natives ;  but 
he  reported  that  be  bad  met  with  great  difficulty 
through  the  action  of  this  committee.  He 
further  said  that  he  bad  sent  two  letters  to  the 
committee,  which  the  local  paper  declined  to  pub- 
lish, he  did  not  know  why.  It  seemed  to  allow 
only  one  view  of  the  matter  to  be  made  public. 
The  committee  had  entered  into  communication 
with  one  set  of  Natives,  who  claimed  all  the 
rights  in  the  land ;  and  of  course,  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  aware,  when  negotiations 
were  entered  into  with  one  party,  the  other 
daimaats  were  sure  to  take  an  opposite  view,  and 
refuse*  to  come  to  any  arrangement.  The  Com- 
missioner was  instructed  to  act  directly  he  could 
see  his  way  to  do  so  safely.  To  attempt  to  do 
so  now,  while  the  matter  was  in  dispute,  would  be 
worse  than  useless.  The  Government  were  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  open  up  the  field  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  had  arranged  that  the  Fostmaster- 
Ueneral  should  call  there  on  his  way  to  Auck- 
land, and  try  to  settle  the  matter. 

SABrTOBIS,  DOWNS,  AND  OTHEBS' 
CLAIMS  BILL. 

Migor  ATKINSON  moved,  That  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this 
Bill  be  agreed  to. 

Sir  G.  OBEY  moved.  That  the  amendments  be 
not  agreed  to.  He  understood  that  a  statement 
was  to  be  made  by  an  honorable  gentleman  who 
strongly  supported  the  Bill ;  and  when  that  state- 
ment was  made,  they  would  be  in  a  belter  posi- 
tioa  to  deal  with  the  subject. 

ICajor  ATKINSON  explained  tliat  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Legislative  Council  was  the 
omiMion  of  the  last  clause.  A  question  arose  as 
to  whether  the  Bill,  in  the  form  in  which  it  went 
to  the  Upper  House,  was  an  Appropriation  Bill 
or  not,  and  the  authorities,  he  believed,  were 
sgainst  that  supposition ;  but  in  order  to  avoid 
conflict  between  the  two  Houses,  the  Gk>v*em- 
ment  determined  to  withdraw  the  last  clause,  and 
to  make  provision  for  it  out  of  the  unauthorized 
ezpenditore,  the  House  having  determined  that 
the  claim  should  be  fairly  met,  as  the  honor  of 
the  colony  wm  involved.    Had  the  Qovemment 
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thought  that  the  Bill  in  its  present  form  would 
have  been  objected  to  by  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  provision  ibr  carrying  out  the  inten- 
tion of  the  House  would  have  been  made  in  the 
Public  Works  BiU. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  hoped  the  Qovemment  would 
do  nothing  of  the  sort.  If  he  happened  to  be  in 
the  House  next  session,  he  should  most  decidedly 
oppose  any  vote  for  unauthorised  expenditure 
which  included  this  sum. 

M^jor  ATKINSON  said  that  that  would  be 
too  late.    The  money  would  have  been  paid. 

Mr.  MUBBAY,  in  that  case,  hoped  the  House 
would  express  its  feelings  in  no  uncertain  manner 
before  the  prorogation  took  place. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  vote  for  un- 
authorized expenditure  was  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Government  to  meet  all  necessary 
purposes.  The  House  had  already  expressed  it- 
self strongly  with  regard  to  this  matter,  and  had 
approved  the  vote. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  Sartoris  and  Downe 
claims  had  certainly  been  approved  by  the  House ; 
but  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  the  unauthorized 
expenditure  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Mini^ 
ters  to  enable  them  to  make  provision  for  votee 
that  had  been  rejected  by  the  Upper  House.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Upper  House  was 
usurping  the  functions  of  the  Lower  House ;  and 
if  that  were  to  he  allowed,  the  sooner  they  threw^ 
up  the  sponge  the  better.  He  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  so  readily  abandon  the  privileges 
of  the  House,  even  for  the  purpose  of  efi'ecting  a 
quiet  settlement  of  these  claims.  Bather  than 
see  any  conference  asked  for,  he  would  prefer  to 
allow  the  whole  matter  to  stand  over  till  next 
year. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  thought  some  explanation  waa^ 
due  from  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and^ 
Bell.  It  bad  been  said  that  he  was  to  receive 
a  large  sum  for  forcing  this  BiU  through  the 
House,  and  that  was  a  matter  which  ought  to  be 
explained. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  breach 
of  privilege  at  all.  If  there  was,  it  was  a  breach 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Thinking  it 
probable  such  a  question  might  be  raised,  maj 
thought  it  better  to  withdraw  the  clause,  knowing 
the  views  of  the  House,  which  bad  expressed  itself 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  settlement  of  the 
claims.  That  being  the  case,  they  decided  to 
make  provision  in  another  way. 

Mr.  LABN ACH  said  a  very  unpleasant  rumour 
was  afloat  that  a  large  sum  of  money  was  to  be 
paid  to  a  member  of  the  House  if  those  claims 
were  satisfactorily  settled.  As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  who  sat  upon  the  case,  ho  might  say 
that  it  was  very  unsatisfactory  to  hear  such  a 
rumour,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Committee 
would  not  have  been  what  it  was  if  the  Com- 
mittee had  %een  aware  that  such  was  the  case. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  member  referred  to 
would  giye  some  explanation  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  CABBINGTON  scarcely  knew  what  to 

say  on  the  matter.     As  Superintendent  of  the 

Province  of  Taranaki,  he  bad  a  bounden  duty 

to  curry  out  in  looking  after  the  interests  of  the 

I  province;  and  ae  goaidian  ia  the  case  of  Sartoxis 
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and  Downo  he  wm  twom  (in  ibe  otM  of  Bowim) 
to  proceed  until  juetioe  was  done.  He  had  had 
a  moet  dif&cnlt  ooune  to  pumae,  bat  he  bad 
earned  it  out  with  all  honor  and  joetioe.  There 
were,  he  belieTed,  twentj-three  peraont  conoemed 
in  tbiB  Bill,  and  for  two  of  uiem  he  acted  as 
agent.  He  had  no  onderstanding  whaterer  with 
Mr.  Sartoris  in  any  degree  or  s&pe  as  to  com- 
mission, ■Ithough  be  lepresented  the  property 
for  fourteen  years  before  he  came  into  P^rlia* 
ment  Again,  with  regird  to  Downe's  estate,  he 
might  say  that  he  had  no  understanding  with  the 
trustees  that  he  was  to  receire  any  commission. 
When  Captain  Borrer  was  out  here  the  other  day, 
he  said,  "  ICr.  Oarrington,  I  know  not  how  to  re- 
munerate you  for  the  trouble  you  baye  taken  all 
these  years."  He  (ICr.  OMnngton)  said,  "  Bar 
nothing  about  that  at  present;  let  us  get  aU 
these  matters  settled  $  but  if  you  want  to  know 
anything  about  these  land  transactions,  you  had 
better  ask  Mr.  Hirst,  of  New  Plymouth,  what  is 
the  commission  usually  pud."  He  (Mr.  Oar- 
rington) had  receiTcd  nothing  ixom  any  one  since 
he  had  been  in  the  colony  fb»r  this  particular 
work.  He  had  acted  for  them  for  about  fourteen 
years  before  he  came  to  Parliament)  and  there 
the  matter  stood.    He  need  say  nothing  further. 

Sir  G-.  GREY  moTcd  that  the  amendments  be 
not  agreed  to,  in  order  that  the  matter  might 
%tand  orer  for  another  year,  when  full  inquiry 
could  be  made  into  it. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  it  was  not  of  the  slightest 
importance  which  way  honorable  members  TOted, 
as  the  Goremment  had  told  them  distinctly  that 
they  had  determined  to  carry  out  a  certain  course, 
no  matter  what  the  House  might  decide.  He 
would  therefore  TOte  that  the  amendments  be 
agreed  to,  because  it  would  not  alter  the  daims 
in  any  way. 

Mr.  BOWBN  said  that  the  honorable  gentie- 
man  had  misunderstood  what  the  Premier  had 
stated.  OChe  honorable  member  appeared  to  think 
that  the  Premier  said  that,  whether  the  Bill  was 
dropped  or  not,  the  Goremment  would  deal  with 
the  matter.  That  was  not  the  case.  What  the 
Gbremment  said  was,  that  as  the  Bill  was  passed 
throup^h  the  Lower  House,  and  this  dauso  which 
the  ^ttse  had  agreed  to  was  taken  out  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  if  the  Bill 
were  now  passed  without  the  clause  in  it  the 
Goremment  would  still  carry  out  what  they 
beliered  to  be  the  wish  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUNNT  called  attenUon  to  Standing 
Order  No.  155,  by  which  it  was  proyided  that 
no  member  was  entitled  to  rote  upon  a  question 
in  which  ho  had  a  direct  pecuniary  interest,  and 
that  the  vote  of  such  member  should  be  dis- 
allowed. It  was  very  important  to  the  position 
of  the  House  that  members  who  were  entitled  to 
commission  for  work  which  they  did  as  members 
of  the  House  should  not  be  allowed  xo  rote  upon 
a  question  in  which  they  y^re  immediately  in- 
terested. It  was  rumoured  in  the  lobbies  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  was  to 
receiTO  a  commission  of  10  per  cent,  on  £17,000 
if  these  claims  were  settled ;  and  if  such  a  con- 
tract had  been  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
he  clearly  should  not  be  allowed  to  rote  that 


the  amendment  should  be  agreed  to.  If  ^be 
amendment  were  agreed  to,  t&  honorable  menk> 
ber  would  receire  £1,700  as  oommiedon  ;  and  it 
would  perhaps  hare  been  just  as  well  if  the 
honorable  member  had  not  spoken,  unleas  he  was 
prepared  to  giro  a  distinct  denial  of  that  etato- 
ment. .  It  would  be  adrisable  that  the  matter 
should  stand  orer  until  next  session,  when  the 
House  would  be  much  better  able  to  go  into  it. 
He  would  ask  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling  on  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Standing  Order  to  whicb  he  had 
refened. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Standing  Order  was 
Tcry  dear ;  but  that  which  was  not  rery  dear  was 
how  fiur  it  could  be  applied,  inaemooh  as  the 
Speaker's  attention  had  not  been  called  to  the 
matter  until  after  the  rote  was  taken.  It  would 
be  his  duty  to  disallow  any  rote  giren  by  as 
honorable  member  who  clearly  had  a  peoaniaij 
interest  in  the  rote  he  gare ;  but  he  cotad  not  say, 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  how  he  ooold  a^iply 
the  rule  in  the  present  case.  He  could  see  that 
great  inconvenience  might  arise  from  snob  a  vote 
being  taken,  because  possibly  the  Tote  objected  to 
might  hare  been  that  which  passed  the  Bill  as  it 
left  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes,  and  whicdi  was 
dfterwards  dealt  with  by  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  If  his  attention  had  been  called  to 
the  matter  at  the  time,  and  if  it  was  clear  tiiat 
any  honorable  member  Toting  on  the  qneation 
had  a  penonal  interest  in  it,  it  would  haye  been 
his  du&r  to  disallow  that  Tote. 

Mr.  OABBINGTON,  as  a  nuttter  of  pereonal 
explanation,  might  say — and  he  bdiered  he  would 
justify  himself  in  the  eyes  of  erery  member  of 
the  House—that  he  was  acting  in  this  caee  in  the 
double  capadty  of  Superintendent  of  the  proTuioe 
and  as  guardian  of  the  people  he  had  been  sworn 
to  act  for.  The  sum  of  £6,000  which  was  pat  in 
the  Bill  was  for  a  road  to  be  constractod  in 
the  Prorince  of  13aranaki,  and  had  no  more  to  do 
with  Sartoris  and  Downe  than  with  the  man  in 
the  moon.  It  was  for  the  £6,000  for  the  road  in 
the  Prorince  of  Taranaki  that  he  roted,  and  his 
vote  had  nothing  whaterer  to  do  with  Sartoris 
and  Downe's  claim  and  award,  which  award  ought 
to  hare  been  paid  at  the  time  it  was  made,  some 
three  years  ago. 

Mr.  SHI^HAN  was  not  aware  that  this 
matter  woold  hare  been  raised;  but  as  it  had 
been  raised,  he  thought  the  honorable  member 
for  Ghrey  and  Bell  should  gire  some  specific 
answers  to  the  questions  put  to  him.  He  would 
ask,  through  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  that  honor- 
able gentleman  was  to  receire  any  of  the  compen* 
sation  paid  to  Messrs.  Sartoris  and  Downe.  He 
would  put  it  in  this  way :  A  member  mi^t  re- 
cdre  money  for  serrices  rendered  in  the  Mouse. 
Supposing  his  honorable  friend  had  made  no  ar- 
rangement to  receire  any  portion  of  this  monej 
prior  to  the  Bill  passing,  and  the  parties  affected 
afterwards  said  to  him,  when  the  Bill  had  passed, 
**  Mr.  Carrington,  rou  hare  for  serenteen  5oara 
worked  for  us,  and  fought  our  battle  nobly.  Mere 
is  £1,000"  —  then,  no  doubt,  the  honorable 
member  would  hare  erery  right  to  recdre  the 
money.  He  (Mr.  Sheehan)  would  like  to  know 
whethw  the  money  the  honorable  member  had  to 


1876.]         SartoHs,  Dame,  and        [HOTTSB.]  Othen'  Olatm  Sill. 


739 


reoeire  was  to  be  reoeiyed  in  that  way,  or  whether 
it  waa  promised  to  him  before  the  Bill  passed 
through  the  Legislature.  He  felt  sure  the  honor- 
able gentleniaii  would  give  a  satis&clory  answer 
to  the  question ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  an  answer 
abould  be  giren. 

Mr.  LAKNACH  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  money  was  to  be  given  in  a  lump  sum,  or  by 
way  of  commission,  becaase  an  answer  one  way 
or  the  other  would  affect  his  rote. 

Mr.  CABBINaXON  could  not  answer  these 
questions.  All  he  could  say  was,  that  he  had  no 
arrangement.  If  these  gentlemen  did  not  choose 
to  ffive  him  a  single  iota  for  the  twenty  years  he 
had  worked  for  them  at  great  cost  and  sacrifice  to 
himself  in  this  matter,  he  could  not  make  them 
do  so. 

Mr.  SHSSHAN.^Does  the  honorable  member 
expect  to  receive  any  portion  of  the  award  ? 

Mr.  OABBINGTON.— Do  you  mean  money 
or  land  P 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Money  or  Umd  ? 

Mr.  OABBINGTOK.— I  cannot  tell  what  theee 
people  will  do.  I  have  no  arrangement  with  any 
one  of  them,  and  Captain  Borrer,  when  here,  told 
me  that  he  had  no  power  to  settle — it  rested 
with  the  trustees ;  and  I  told  him  that  I  would 
not  accept  more  than  10  per  cent. 

Sir  Gt.  GB£Y  would  suggest  that  this  was  a 
most  important  question.  Honorable  gentlemen 
might  be  led  to  refrain  from  opposing  a  Bill  of 
Uiis  kind  by  private  solicitations  from  another 
honorable  member  and  by  argument^  used  in  the 
Select  Gommittee ;  and  yet  thoae  arguments  and 
solicitations  might  have  been  used  by  an  honor- 
able member  on  account  of  large  sums  of  money 
or  land  he  was  to  receiTC  if  the  Bill  were  passed. 
The  whole  question  was  so  important  that  no 
barm  could  ensue  from  disagreeing  with  the 
amendments  and  letting  the  matter  stand  oyer 
till  next  session.  The  House  was  eridently  mis- 
led when  it  passed  the  BilL 

Mr.  FTTZBOY  thought  the  House  ought  to 
agree  to  the  excision  of  this  4th  clause.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Sartoris  and  Downe  Gommittee, 
and  he  could  sav  that  this  question  of  spending 
iS6,000  on  a  road  in  Taranaki  never  came  before 
that  Committee,  and  had  only  appeared  in  the 
Bill  afterwards.  It  was  simply  the  olaims  of 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  others  that  were  inquired 
into ;  and  if  the  other  House  took  exception  to 
this  clause  it  should  be  struck  out,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  these  claims,  in  which  the  honor  and 
credit  of  the  colony  were  inyoWed,  should  not  be 
delayed. 

MX.  SPEAKBB  had  looked  into  the  matter  of 
disallowing  the  Tote  of  an  honorable  member 
pecuniarily  interested  in  a  question,  and  found  it 
uud  down  by  ruling  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons  that,  where  a  member  had  Toted  in 
Tiolation  of  that  rule,  such  TOte,  when  challenged 
in  the  House,  was  disallowed.  He  was  unable  to 
say,  howcTer,  within  what  time  after  a  rote  was 
given  it  could  be  challenged. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  would  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  honorable  member  for  0rey  and 
Bell  had  been  appealed  to  by  sereral  honorable 
gentlemen  ai|d  ha4  been  fpren  atrenX  opportu- 


nities to  give  a  flat  contradiction  to  the  rumour 
which  was  floating  about,  but  had  not  giyon  such 
a  contradiction.  He  would  suggest  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  not  vote  upon  this 
question  ;  or  if  he  was  in  a  position  to  give  a  dis- 
tinct denial  to  the  statement  that  he  was  to 
receive  a  commission  for  this  work,  that  he  should 
deny  that  such  was  the  case. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that,  if  the  matter  came 
to  a  division,  he  would  ask  the  honorable  member 
to  say  distinctly  whether  he  had  a  pecuniary  in- 
terest in  the  matter  or  not. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question  y'  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  fdlowing  re- 
sult:— 

12 
15 


Ayes        

...        .*• 

Noes        

] 

Minority  against... 



Atbs. 

M^jor  Atkinson,  * 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Tellerg. 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Andrew, 

Mr.  Pearce, 

Mr.  KeUy. 

Ko 

Bfl. 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.Bowe, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.Taiaroa, 

Sir  G-.  Grey, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Manders, 

TelUr*. 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.Lamaoh, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

The  amendments  were  consequently  disagreed 
to. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  rather  at  a  loss  as  to 
what  course  he  should  pursue  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  House  had  on  a  previous  occasioa 
ordered  that  these  claims  should  be  settled,  be- 
cause the  honor  and  credit  of  New  Zealand  were 
concerned  in  their  settlement,  and  the  vote  now 
oome  to  would  seem  to  show  that  the  House 
wished  no  arrangement  to  be  made.  He  would, 
however,  move.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  draw  up  reasons  why  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Bill  should  not 
be  agreed  to ;  such  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr. 
Kelly,  Mr.  Ajidrew,  and  himself. 

Me.  MUBBAY  thought  there  should  not  be 
two  Taranaki  members  on  the  Committee,  and 
would  therefore  move  that  the  name  of  Mr. 
Lamaoh  be  substituted  for  that  of  Mr.  Kelly. 

Mr.  Mubbat'b  amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  moved.  That  the  name  of  Sir 
Gheorge  Ghrey  be  added  to  the  Managers. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Sir  G.  GREY  moved,  as  an  amendment^  That 
the  consideration  of  this  question  stand  over  until 
the  next  session  of  Parliament.  After  what  had 
been  disclosed,  it  was  desirable  that  the  whole 
natter  should  b9  investigated  b^  a  Oonimittee 
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next  soMion.  Whatever  just  and  fair  olaim  had 
hecn  ertabliihed,  he,  as  well  as  other  honorable 
members,  would  desire  to  support  it.  A  Terr 
important  question  had  arisen  in  connection  with 
this  case— namely,  whether  an  honorable  gentle- 
man could  or  could  not  act  as  an  agent  for  the 
parties,  and  then  take  an  active  part  in  the 
matter  in  the  House.  A  fiirther  inquiry  should 
take  place  into  the  matter  next  session. 

Major  ATKINSON  had  already  pointed  out 
that  the  House  had  ordered,  on  account  of  the 
honor  of  New  Zealand,  that  these  claims  should 
bo  settled  immediately;  and  the  Government, 
upon  that  order,  had  taken  some  pains  to  settle 
matters,  supposing  the  claims  to  be  just.  He 
had  always  contended  against  the  claims ;  but  the 
House  having  determined  that  they  were  just  and 
right,  and  that  they  should  be  settled,  the  Go- 
vernment submitted  a  measure  to  the  House  to 
satisQr  the  claims — a  measure  which  the  House 
considered  equitable  and  right  Now,  after  the 
majority  of  members  had  left,  upon  a  mere  tech- 
nicality the  remainder  of  the  House  proposed  to 
allow  the  matter  to  stand  over  until  next  session, 
having  apparently  discovered  that  some  member 
of  the  House  was  interested  in  the  settlement  of 
the  claims.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  oonceive  how 
that  could  affSect  the  Question  at  all.  If  those 
persons  had  a  inst  olum,  it  did  not  matter 
to  the  House  who  was  interested  in  the  claim. 
He  submitted  that  the  House  would  stultify  itself 
now  by  agreeing  to  a  proposal  to  allow  the  matter 
to  stand  over  until  next  session.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  agree  to  the  appointment  of  a  Ck>n- 
ferenoe,  so  that  the  question  might  be  armnged, 
if  possible,  this  session. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  said  the  question  was  not 
the  settlement  of  the  claims,  but  whether  or 
not  a  member  of  this  House  should  receive  a  fee 
or  reward  for  promoting  those  daims.  They 
had  passed  this  session  a  Disqualifioation  Act  of 
a  very  stringent  character — an  Act  which  affected 
about  forty  members  of  this  House.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  case  they  were  now  considering 
was  as  bad  as  any  case  that  could  come  under  the 
Bisoualification  Act :  it  was  that  of  a  member 
of  tnis  House  receiving  a  laree  fee  for  having 
done  a  large  amount  of  work  for  people  outside. 
If  they  could  in  any  way  insert  a  clause  in  the 
Disqualification  Act  that  would  cause  that  mem- 
ber to.be  disqualified  if  he  received  anv  fee  or 
reward,  the  House  would  be  quite  satisfied  to 
settle  the  petitioners'  daim.  He  (Sir  B.  Douglas) 
was  quite  willing  to  see  the  daim  settled;  but 
he  was  not  willing  to  see  any  member  of  this 
House  receive  any  lee  or  rewara  for  having  done 
his  duty  in  this  Mouse. 

Mr.  FITZBOY  hoped  the  House  would  not 
allow  the  innocent  to  sufier  with  the  guilty  in 
this  case.  A  new  feature  had  arisen  in  this  case, 
and  it  was  wrong  that  any  member  of  this  House 
should  receive  any  fee  whatever  for  services 
rendered  by  him  as  a  member.  He  thought  the 
order  which  the  House  had  previously  made 
should  be  carried  out,  and  that  the  claim  should 
be  settled. 

Mr.  JOHNSTOli^  thought  it  was  a  very  im- 
proper prooeeding  for  any  mtmhet  to  obtain 


money  for  supporting  this  measure,  and  thsl 
was  why  he  had  voted  for  the  amendment.  He 
thought  any  member  who  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote his  private  interests  by  his  action  in  this 
House  did  not  deserve  much  considermtaon.  Thi 
claims  were  perfectly  just,  and  he  would  nercr 
think  of  disputing  them ;  but  he  certainly  ob- 
jected to  an  honorable  member  attempting  ia 
obtain  the  assent  of  the  House  to  thenr  settie- 
ment  in  this  most  extraordinary  manner. 

Mr.  BOWE  did  not  agree  with  the  hctaoakk 
member  for  Selwyn  in  considering  this  a  case  of 
the  innocent  sufieiing  for  the  guuty.  Sonora!^ 
members  were  quite  prepared  to  vote  for  tJ^ 
settlement  of  the  claims;  but  they  now,  ior  ih 
first  time,  discovered  that  the  agent  of  the  dais- 
ants — a  member  of  this  House — ^was  to  reetsxi 
firom  the  daimants  a  very  large  bonus  for  adto- 
cating  their  cause  in  this  House.  Thia  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  very  worst  case  that  had  coEse 
before  the  House.  It  would  be  well  to  postpoce 
the  consideration  of  this  case  untQ  next  aeaacc 
The  whole  matter  could  then  be  impaitially  ic- 
vestigated,  and  he  was  quite  sure  th^  honorabk 
members  would  do  justice  to  all  the  parties  ooc- 
cemed. 

ICr.  HtTNTIBB  wished  tonointout  that  should 
the  Conference  not  agree  the  Bill  would  drcfp, 
and  the  whole  matter  would  have  to  be  gone  into 
next  session. 

Question  put,  '<  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

15 
13 


Noes         

...         ••• 

Majority  for 



Atbs. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  G.  McLean, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Bichardaon, 

Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  FitzToy, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

Mr.  GKbbs, 

!I\>lUrs. 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Pearoe. 

No 

E8. 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Wakefidd, 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Manders, 

TelUrt. 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Tole. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

Major  ATKINSON  subsequently  reported  ibai 
the  Managers  appointed  to  prepare  nsaaons  for 
the  House  disa|predng  with  the  amendment  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  had  not  been  able  to 
agree.  Two  reasons  had  been  discussed  by  the 
Bianaffers,  and  a  division  was  taken  upon  them, 
there  being  two  votes  upon  eaoh  side.  The  oon- 
sequenoe  was  that  the  Managen  were  uoftble  tP 
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ag;ree  to  any  reMons.  He  was  not  aware  what 
the  proper  eoune  would  be  ander  the  oiroam- 
stances — whether  it  would  be  right  to  moTe  that 
the  Managers  be  discharged  and  fresh  ones  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  SPBAKBB  said  it  would  be  quite  com- 
petent to  more  that  fresh  Managers  be  ap- 
pointed. 

Rf  ajor  ATKINSON  moTed,  That  Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Fitzroj,  and  himself  be  appointed  ICanagers, 
to  prepare  reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  Legis- 
latire  Council. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  he  must  confess  that  he 
had  neyer  heard — ^he  supposed  he  could  not  use 
the  word  "impudent:"  that  would  not  be  par* 
liamcntary — ^but  he  had  ncTer  heard  suoh  a  pro- 
position made  as  to  draw  all  the  members  of  a 
Conference  from  the  minority.  The  inrariable 
rule  was  that  the  majority  named  Manasers;  and 
that  rule,  without  mistake  or  denial,  ana  without 
impeachment,  had  been  carried  out  for  the  last 
four  or  flre  years.  His  honorable  friend  named 
three  members  who  that  very  afternoon  had 
voted  in  the  minority  on  this  question.  He 
would  propose  to  leare  out  the  names  mentioned 
by  the  rremier,  with  the  view  of  putting  in  the 
names  of  Mr.  J.  0.  Brown,  Mr.  W.  Wood,  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  Tole.  The  Ministry  were  absolutely 
asking  the  House  to  fight  on  the  side  of  the 
Legislative  Council;  and,  in  order  to  do  that, 
they  attempted  to  break  the  invariable  rule  with 
regard  to  Conferences  of  Managers  being  taken 
from  the  side  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  might  state,  with  regard  to  the 
observations  of  the  honorable  member,  that  in  one 
sense  they  were  entirely  correct — namely,  that  the 
Manaffers  of  a  Conference  were  appointed  to  repre> 
sent  uie  majority  in  the  House.  The  honorable 
gentleman  should,  however,  recollect  that  there 
was  a  peculiarity  in  this  case.  The  minority  of 
the  House  had  held  an  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
Bill,  which  they  desired  to  see  pass ;  and  if  it  had 
only  been  a  Question  of  whether  the  Bill  should 
pass  or  not,  tnere  could  be  no  doubt  that,  aooord- 
mg  to  usage,  the  Managers  should  be  selected 
from  the  majority.  In  this  case,  however,  after 
the  Bill  was  sent  back  to  the  House  with  an 
amendment,  certain  circomstanoes  incidental  to 
the  Bill  transpired,  and  upon  that  there  arose  a 
division  of  opinion  in  the  Moose.  So  far  as  the 
House  was  concerned,  that  was  a  question  con- 
cerning the  House  itself,  and  not  concemmff  its 
difference  with  the  Legislative  Coonoil.  B^ee 
had  arisen  the  anomaly.  He  could  not  admit 
that  the  motion  of  the  Premier  was  in  distinct 
violation  of  the  rule  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Rodney  had  correctly  stated. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  had  listened  with  very 
great  attention  to  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling.  At  the 
same  time,  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  was  no 
doubt  the  side  of  the  House  which  decided  to 
disagree  with  the  Legislative  Council  should  draw 
up  reasons  for  such  disagreement.  How  could 
the  Premier,  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  (&ty 
(Mr.  Hunter)  be  called  upon  to  draw  up  reasons 
for  disagreeing  with  the  Legislative  Council  when 
they  did  not  cUMigraewtth  that  OhMBbtrP    That 


was  a  reason  why  the  Managers  should  be  ap- 
pointed from  the  majority.  Those  three  gentle- 
men recorded  their  votes  in  favour  of  agreeing 
with  the  Legislative  Council.  The  thing  was 
perfectly  plain;  and  he  was  surprised  that  the 
Premier  should  propose  that  three  gentlemen  who 
did  not  disagree  should  draw  up  reasons  for  dis- 
agreeing. He  would  oertainlv  support  the  honors 
able  member  for  Rodney  in  his  amendment,  and 
trusted  that  the  House,  not  only  in  order  to  ex- 
pedite business,  but  to  have  the  matter  properly 
settled,  would  appoint  persons  who  would  draw 
up  proper  reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  Legis- 
lative Council. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  arguments  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  might  be  quite  sound  if 
applied  to  an  ordinary  case,  but  were  not  so  in 
the  present  instance.  The  avowed  object  of  those 
who  voted  with  the  Noes  that  afternoon  was,  not 
to  carry  out  what  the  House  desired — ^namely, 
the  passing  of  the  Bill— but  to  get  the  Bill 
thrown  out.  He  took  it  that  there  could  be  no 
question  the  House  desired  the  Bi^  to  pass. 
The  House  directed  the  Government  to  bring  it 
in,  and  a  laree  majority  desired  the  Bill  to  oe- 
come  law ;  wnereas  the  majority  on  the  last  vote 
avowedly  disagreed  with  the  amendment,  in  order 
to  throw  the  Bill  out.  He  was  not  speakinff 
without  book  on  this  matter,  and  did  not  think 
he  was  betraying  any  oonfidenoe  in  saying  that 
such  was  the  object  of  two  of  the  Muiagers  of 
the  Conference.  Those  two  mntlemen  stated 
distinctly  that  such  was  their  object;  whereas  the 
view  which  the  two  other  members  of  the  Con- 
ference took  of  their  duty  was  to  canr  out  the 
wishes  of  the  House,  and  re-insert  tne  clause 
struck  out  by  the  Legislative  ConndL  There- 
fore, it  became  a  question  whether  the  will  of  the 
House  should  be  carried  oat,  or  whether  the  Bill 
should  be  rejected ;  and  it  appeared  to  him,  as 
being  responsible  for  eanying  the  Bill  through, 
that  he  should  name  Managers  who  would  en- 
deavour to  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the 
House.  He  absolutely  denied  that  he  chose  the 
Managers  from  the  minoritr,  but  he  took  them 
from  that  side  which  would  carry  out  the  view 
of  the  House  to  get  the  Bill  passed  this  session. 
If  honorable  members  desirad  that  the  Bill 
should  be  rejeeted,  they  should  take  other  steps, 
and  not  attempt  to  throw  it  out  by  a  side-wina. 

Sir  G.  OBEY  wished  to  say  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  not  strictly  represented  what 
took  place  in  Conference,  and  would  himself  ad- 
milf it.  He  (Sir  Qeorge  Orey)  would  refer  to  that 
matter  presently  s  but  what  he  now  desired  to 
say  was,  that  he  denied  t»  Mo  that  a  majority  of 
the  House,  if  all  were  present,  would  now  desire 
that  this  Bill  should  pass  tlumigh  this  session. 
He  was  certain  that  a  great  many  members  who, 
like  himself,  sat  silent  when  the  Bill  was  passing, 
were  in  per^t  ignorance  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  was  so  deeply  interested  in  the  matter,  and 
who  was  constantly  talking  upon  the  subject,  was 
to  receive  a  large  pecuniary  advantage  from  what 
he  brouffht  under  the  notice  of  the  House.  If 
he  had  known  that  such  was  to  be  the  case»  he 
would  have  resisted  the  passing  of  the  BUI,  and 
be  belteved  thil  many  L^noime  atmbers,  iHip 
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and  he  therefore  re&ned  to  this  matter  now,  in 
order  that  the  attention  of  honorable  memhere 
might  be  directed  to  it,  and  that  the  GK>yern- 
ment  themselyes  might  see  that,  if  this  nnanthor- 
iied  expenditure  was  indulged  in,  the  attention 
of  Parliament  should  be  called  to  the  subject. 
He  trusted  it  wonld  not  be  thought  for  a  moment 
that  he  was  reflecting  upon  Hu  Excellent  the 
GoTemor  in  this  matter.  He  was  desirous  to 
•top  a  system  which  was  pernicious  in  itself,  and 
which,  unless  stopped,  might  be  attended  with 
eyil  consequences.  He  would  not  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Ck>uncil  further;  but  he  could 
not  allow  this  important  motion  with  regard  to 
tiie  second  reading  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  to 
pass  without  making  these  few  obserrations. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BON  AS  was  not  going  to  fol- 
low the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  through  the  ques- 
tions he  had  raised.  The  remarks  which  fell  from 
the  honorable  mover  about  this  being  the  last 
Bill  that  would  come  before  Parliament  this  ses- 
■ion,  called  to  his  mind  the  fact  that  this  was 
probably  the  last  occasion  on  which  a  Superin- 
tendent of  a  proTince  would  haTC  the  priTilege  of 
addressing  Parliament ;  and  he  thought  it  was  a 
•pecial  feature  for  congratulation  that,  for  the 
first  time  for  many  years,  there  was  now  included 
in  the  Appropriation  Act  prorision  for  the  gOTom- 
ment  of  the  whole  cobny.  This,  he  thought,  was 
a  matter  for  most  sincere  congratulation ;  and  al- 
though the  proTision  which  had  been  made  had 
neceMarily  been  somewhat  imperfect  and  incom- 
plete in  its  character,  still  he  hoped  this  was  but 
the  precursor  of  a  consolidation  of  the  numerous 
oiBces  which  had  been  existing  in  duplicate 
throughout  the  whole  colony,  and  of  a  yery  largo 
and  material  reduction  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
oountxy  upon  other  departmental  matters.  This 
was  a  matter  to  the  consideration  of  which  he  was 
■ore  the  Goyemment  would  apply  themselyes 
most  closely  during  the  reoess ;  and  before  next 
session  of  Parliament  he  hoped  they  would  bring 
down  such  a  scheme  for  the  consolidation  of  the 
yaripus  offices  and  the  reduction  of  officers,  with- 
out reducing  salaries,  as  would  lead  yery  much 
to  the  improyement  of  the  Oiyil  Service  of  the 
oountxy.  He  had  no  doubt  also  tlukt,  while  the 
question  of  the  consolidation  of  offices  was  under 
tiieir  consideration,  they  would  direct  their  atten- 
tion to  a  yery  important  matter  which  had  been 
pending  this  session,  and  which  he  thought  was 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition — ^namely,  the  Civil 
Beryice.  It  was  a  subject  which  had  been  talked 
of  and  brought  forward  on  many  occasions,  and 
he  thought  the  present  time  was  a  most  suitable 
opportunity  for  considering  it.  He  might  take 
that  occasion  to  express  a  hope  that  in  making 
these  alterations,  and  in  carrying  out  the  changes 
which  must  necessarily  take  place,  the  Goyem- 
ment  would  give  proper  and  full  consideration  to 
the  long  seryices  of  those  officers  who  had  faith- 
fcdly  and  truly  seryed  in  the  different  Proyincdal 
Goyernments.  He  felt  satisfied  the  GK>yem- 
ment  would  not  overlook  their  claims,  although 
they  might  occupy  a  somewhat  different  posi- 
tion from  other  officers  in  the  Oiyil  Service.  He 
was  not  goinff  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Council 
.fwtherj  bat  he  felt  it  was  a  matter  for  the  great- 1 


est  congratulation  that  they  ware  now  bringing 
the  people  more  distinctly  &oe  to  fiu)e  with  the 
whole  expenditure  of  the  country,  instead  of  its 
being  divided  into  so  many  parts,  and  \hmA»  the 
whole  departmental  expenditure  was  brought 
under  one  control,  and  appeared  in  the  uTiniial 
Appropriation  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  would  only  aay  one  or 
two  words  upon  the  general  aspect  of  the  finan- 
cial question  which  had  been  referred  to  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse.    He  thought  that  re£er- 
enoe  was  very  appropriate  on  the  paasing    of  a 
Bill  of  Uiis  character.    The  honorable  gentieman 
stated — and  he  was  sorry  that  he  had  to  agree 
with  him — that  they  were  practically  liying  to  a 
yery  considerable  extent  beyond  their  inoome. 
It  vras  just  as  well  that  there  should  be   no 
disguise  about  it.     This  oyer-expenditure  might 
be  traced  to  a  variety  of  causes — ^to  some  extent 
perhaps  to  the  feet  that  the  reyenue  had  not 
shown  that  elasticity  which  the  history  of  pre- 
vious years  might  have  warranted  the  Gh>Tem- 
ment  in  expecting,  but  to  a  greater  extent  it  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  they  had  had  to  face 
the  large  constitutional  changes  they  were  now 
acoompUshing — changes   which   had    to    be    ef- 
fected, he  thought)  at  almost  any  sacrifice,  at 
a  time  unfortunately  of  considerable  depresaioii. 
If  those  changes  had  been  carried  out  two  years 
ago,  when  the  revenue  of  the  colony  presented  a 
yery  remarkable  elasticity,  he  thought  they  would 
have  been  effected  under  very  much  more  feyour- 
able  auspices.    But  it  was  undoubtedly  the  £aet 
that  those  changes  had    been   commended    to 
various  parts  of  the  country  by  very  liberal  si- 
lowances — aUov&uces  which,  when  they  were  first 
proposed,  it  was  anticipated  the  revenue  would 
xreely  bear,  but  which  a  diminished  reyenue,  or 
at  least  a  not  increasing  reyenue,  had  hardly  been 
able    to    stand.    Speaking   his   ovm  individual 
opinion,  he  mi^ht  say  that,  in  point  of  prin- 
ciple, he  held  it  to  be  quite  unjustifiable  that 
the  subsidies  to  road  districts  and  counties  should 
be  paid  out  of  land  reyenue.     He  would  haye 
no  objection  to  their  being  paid  out  of  Con- 
solidated Bevenue;  but  when  that  reyenue  was 
not  equal  to  the  task,  he  h^d  it  was  not  justi- 
fiable that  they  should  continue  to  pay  thoee  al- 
lowances.   No  doubt  they  would  be  spent  in  a 
yery  lai^e  proportion  upon  current  works — ^upoa 
the  maintenance  of  roads ;  and  if  they  did  that 
out  of  borrowed  money,  they  would  be  eridently 

Skying  their  ordinary  expenses  out  of  capitu. 
o  doubt  the  present  Gh>yemment  felt  itself  in  a 
very  difficult  position.  The  Government  had 
pledged  itself  to  carry  out  this  ^stem  i  and  al« 
though  a  new  Government  had  no  doubt  come 
into  office,  which  was  not  fettered  by  the  acts  of 
its  predecessors,  still  he  thought  there  vras  no 
doubt  that,  if  any  change  had  been  made  in  this 
respect,  the  various  local  bodies  throughout  the 
country  would  have  felt  that  the  Gh>yemment  of 
the  colony  had  committed  a  breach  of  feith 
towards  them.  That,  he  presumed,  was  an  areii* 
ment  which  was  felt  to  have  yery  oonsiderf£le 
weight  with  the  Government.  But  he  could  only 
hope  that,  consistently  with  good  fiuth,  the  Go- 
Tenunant  woukl  as  toon  m  powibb  get  oat  of 
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what  he  held  to  be  a  Ticions  and  dangerous  sys- 
iem.     Haying  had  a  Tory  tmall  insight  into  the 
position  of  the  afBsirs  of  the  Qoyemment — speak- 
ing, of  courssi  without  any  responsibility  and 
without  any  kind  of  authori^ — ^he  might  say  he 
thought  it  would  hare  been  rery  difficult  for  any 
Government  at  the  present  time  to  have  put  tlie 
finances  of  the  oolony  upon  a  satisfactory  foot- 
ing.   They  wore  in  aposition  of  yerr  considerable 
difficulty   for  the   Gforemment  of  the   oolony. 
They  were  carrying  out  vast  changes  in  the  Con- 
stitution; and  it  was  hardly  possible  for  any 
Treasurer  to    ascertain    what    the  'permanent 
position   of    the    finances    would    be  —  what 
the  permanent  necessary  expenses  would  be — 
when    the    GoTemment    of    the    oolony    had 
settled  down    into   the   new   state   of  things; 
and,  on   the    other    hand,   what   the   ayailable 
income  would  be.    That  he  did  not  think  any 
Treasurer  could  learn  at  the  present  time ;  and 
therefore  he  held  that  the  present  state  of  things 
was  an  excuse,  or  perhaps  it  would  be  more  a 
justification,  for  asking  for  the  authority  which 
had  been  given  to  issue  Treasury  bills  to  the 
amount  sti^ed  by  the  honorable  gentleman.    He 
sincerely  trusted,  in  fact  he  felt  confident,  that 
the  attention  of  the  GK>Temment  would  be  given 
to  the  whole  financial  position  of  the  colony,  and 
that  they  would  ascertain,  as  clearly  as  the  Go- 
vernment could  ascertain,  what  their  actual  finan- 
cial requirements  were,  and  what  their  neces- 
sary expenditure  would  be,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  resources  upon  Which  they  oould  fairly 
rely.    He  thought  the  G-ovemment  would  be 
able  to  come  before  them  in  a  future  session  with 
a  clear  statement  of  facts,  and  a  propossl  which 
would  put  the  finances  of  the  country  on  a  satis- 
factory footing.    He  could  hardly  hope  that  they 
would  be  able  to  cany  on  without  calling  upon 
the  country  to  bear  further  taxation;  and  the 
sooner  the  people  of  the  colony  were  familiar 
with  the  idea  that  increased  taxation  might  be 
necessary  the  better,  for  it  took  some  time  to 
reconcile  the  people  to  sacrifices  of  that  kind. 
He  thought  it  was  just  as  well  that  it  should  be 
suggested  in  this  Council— and  he  oould  do  so 
with  perfect  good  fisith — that  in  the  a^ustment 
of  further  taxation  they  must  look  to  placing 
larger  burdens  on  property  than  it  had  hitherto 
borne.     That  was   a   question    upon  which  a 
difference  of  opinion  might  arise.    He  thought 
property  shoula  not  be  unduly  burdened;  but  his 
opinion  was  that,  in  the  future  acyustment  of  the 
taxation  of  the  country,  property  would  have  to 
bear  a  larger  share   of   taxation   than  it  had 
hitherto  borne.    With  regard  to  the  remarks  of 
his  honorable  inend  Mr.  Bonar,  as  to  this  being 
his  last  appearance  in  the  Council  as  the  Superin- 
tendent of  a  inrovince,  he  must  say  that,  whatever 
might  be  the  individual'  excellences  of  the  Super- 
intendents, their  presence  in  Parliament  had  been 
the  reverse  of  beneficiaL    In  times  past,  they  had 
done  good  work  in  their  respective  provinces — 
he  believed  all  of  them  had  at  heart  the  welfiue 
and  progress  of  those  provinces ;  but  the  misfor- 
tnns  appeared  to  have  been  that,  in  the  discharge 
ol  their  local  daties,  their  ideas  had  become 
fOflMwkife  nftnowedi  and  tho/  hid  been  Moot- 


tomed  to  look  on  the  affisirs  of  the  oolony  with 
somewhat  local  prepossessions  and  prejudices,  and 
they  had  not  been  able  to  leave  those  behind 
them  when  they  came  to  Parliament.  In  the 
discharge  of  their  parliamentary  duties  they  had 
been  more  influenced  by  the  consideration  of 
what  was  due  to  their  particular  localitv  than 
what  was  due  to  the  coh)ny  at  large.  He  had 
the  very  highest  idea  of  those  honorable  gentle- 
men, but  that,  had  been  their  great  fault.  Al- 
though they  might  not  see  the  same  gentlemen  in 
Parliament  as  Superintendents,  he  hoped  to  see 
them  in  the  Assembly  disembarrassed  from  the 
influences  to  which  he  had  referred,  and  that  for 
many  years  to  come  they  would  be  able  to  render 
good  service  to  their  adopted  country. 

•The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said,  with  regard  to 
the  obserrations  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  as 
to  the  issuing  of  Treasury  bills  authorized  by  this 
Bill,  he  had  only  to  say  that  the  Government 
hoped  to  be  able  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
country  without  the  issue  of  Treasury  bilb  to 
the  fuU  extent ;  but  it  was  absolutelj^  and  im- 
peratively necessary  that  in  the  impending 
changes  the  Gt>vemment  should  have  the  power 
of  preventing  any  difficulties  arising  in  the  vari- 
ous provincial  districts  from  the  want  of  means 
to  carry  on  the  new  institutions.  In  some  in- 
stances the  Government  had  been  prevented  from 
ascertauiing  the  real  wants  and  necessities  of  the 
provinces,  and  they  had  been  obliged  to  leave  a 
Luge  margin,  in  order  to  meet  any  necessities  that 
might  arise.  He  did  not  affree  with  his  honor- 
able friend  Mr.  Hall  in  thinking  that  in  future  a 
neoessity  would  arise  for  imposing  further  burdens 
upon  property.  He  thousht  that  when  the  Con- 
solidated Bevenue  was  relieved  from  the  heavy 
oharge  which  was  now  forced  upon  it  in  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  works  that  were  in  course  of 
oonstruction,  and  therefore  unproductive,  such  as 
unflnished  railway  lines,  the  anticipations  of  his 
honorable  friend  as  to  the  neoessity  for  imposing 
additional  burdens  on  property  would  not  be  rea- 
lized, but  that  the  revenue  would  be  found  equal 
to  aU  legitimate  requirements.  He  hoped,  with 
the  experience  whioh  they  would  gain  before  next 
session,  they  would  be  in  a  position  to  show  that 
not  only  was  a  great  decrease  in  the  expenditure 
possible,  but  that  such  decrease  had  been  made  to 
a  considerable  extent  before  Parliament  met  again. 
He  would  allude  to  another  matter  reforred  to  by 
his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Waterhouse.  For  some 
time  past  a  desire  had  been  expressed  to  cet  rid 
of  an  expensive  toy  in  tiie  shape  of  the  Lowry 
Bay  estate ;  and  it  was  in  the  hope  of  getting  rid 
of  it,  and  of  realizing  some  portion  at  least  of  the 
large  sum  of  money  which  it  had  cost,  that  ar- 
rangements were  made  for  the  diiposal  of  it  by 
the  Government  on  their  own  responsibility. 
They  had  not  been  able  to  dispose  of  the  Lowxjr 
Bajr  property  at  a  price  whioh  they  thought  it 
their  duty  to  aooept,  but  they  were  not  without 
hope  that  something  like  a  more  reasonable  price 
than  that  offered  would  be  obtained.  As  ar  as 
the  new  amungements  made  were  concerned,  a 
0>od  deal  of  the  expense  would  be  borne  br  His 
ExoeUancy  tha  Gk>vemor.  He  was  satisfied  that 
the  aRtogemtntf  fixed  by  Aoi  had  been  loQud  to 
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ike  Hanaflen  appointed  by  the  Cbunoil  to  oo&fer 
with  the  Manager!  appointed  by  the  Honae  of 
BepreaentatiTes  on  the  aubjeot  of  the  Waete 
Landa  Bill,  he  had  to  xeport  that  they  had  agreed 
to  the  amendmente  made  by  the  Hoose  of -Bepie- 
eentativae  in  the  Bill.  The  amendmente  dealt  so 
moch  with  details  that  it  would  not  be  practi- 
cable to  show  the  Council  at  the  present  moment 
what  they  were ;  bnt  at  a  later  period  of  the  day 
the  Bill  as  amended  would  be  printed,  and  then 
honorable  gentlemen  would  see  exactly  how  the 
matter  stood.  He  might  state  that  the  Managers 
had  agreed  to  restore  the  proTincial  land  laws  re- 
lating to  the  sale  of  land  on  deferred  payments, 
and  special  settbments,  to  their  present  state, 
striking  out  of  the  Bill  th^  clauses  reUting  to 
defezvMl  parents  generally,  and  also  those  re- 
ferring to  mrest  conservation.  The  only  other 
point  upon  which  a  serious  diiferenoe  of  opinion 
existed  was  a  proviso  to  the  26th  clause,  which 
allowed  any  Commissioner  of  a  Waste  Lands 
Board  who  did  not  receive  payment  or  travelling 
expenses  to  hold  a  seat  in  the  Gfeneral  Assembly. 
That  proviso  had  been  struck  out  by  the  Coun- 
cil I  but  after  the  Conference  had  oonsidered  the 
matter,  the  Managers  appointed  by  the  Council 
admitted  that,  as  it  was  desired  to  restore  the 
existing  system  for  the  present,  they  might  waive 
their  objection,  and  ther  had  waived  it  aooord- 
inglv.  The  other  amendments  were  all  of  a  tech- 
nical character. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  could  not  under- 
stand why  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had  given  way 
on  such  a  rerr  material  point.  The  honorable 
gentleman  had  several  times  mentioned  in  the 
Council  that  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Canter- 
bury was  a  non-political  body;  and  yet  he  had 
aotualljr  given  way  to  the  Managers  of  the  other 
House  in  such  a  way  that  the  CSmterbury  Waste 
Lands  Board  and  others  might  become  political 
bodies,  because  the  Ghovemment  would  have 
power  to  appoint  only  their  own  supporters  to 
be  members  of  the  Boards.  The  Waste  Lands 
Board  of  Otago  would  cease  to  exist  as  it  at  pre- 
sent existed  on  the  1st  January  next,  and  might 
be  made  an  entirely  political  body  by  the  Q^over- 
nor  appointing  any  persons  he  chose  to  be  mem- 
bers of  it.  If  that  provision  had  been  brought 
forward  a  week  or  ten  days  previously,  it  would  not 
have  had  the  slightest  chance  of  being  carried ; 
bat  now,  at  the  end  of  the  session,  he  supposed 
it  would  be  passed.  He  thought  that  the  effect 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  having  given  way  in  this 
manner  would  be  a  great  curse  to  the  coantry. 
He  had  given  power  to  the  Government  of  the 
day  to  nulke  a  political  body  of  any  Waste  Lands 
Board,  and  he  (Captain  Fraser)  strongly  pro- 
tested against  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said,  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  referred  to  him  personally,  in 
terms  which  he  did  not  think  were  justifiable,  he 
would  explain  that,  in  common  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  he  had  undertaken  the  very 
onerous  task  of  consulting  with  the  Managers 
appointed  by  the  House  of  representatives,  whose 
amendments  had  generally  been  agreed  to.  He 
thought  they  were  warranted  in  agreeing  to 
those  amendinenta  at  fooh  a  late  penod  of  the 


in  fiMst,  he  thought  th^  were  bcNxiid 
to  do  BO.  He  did  not  think  that  he  peraonallj 
should  be  pointed  at  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
as  having  agreed  to  the  amendmente.  The  faofc 
was,  the  honorable  gentleman  was  sometimes  led 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment  to  sav  things  which 
otherwise  he  would  not  say,  and  be  (Mr.  HsJl) 
would  ask  the  Council  to  proteot  him  from  suoh 
attacks. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  said  the  Bill  as  it 
stood  at  present  would  only  be  a  measure  of  a 
temporary  nature,  as  the  subject  of  waste  landa 
must  come  under  the  consideration  of  ParUamant 
during  the  next  session.  Then,  whatever  prin- 
ciples it  might  be  desired  to  lay  down  for  the 
future  administration  of  the  waste  lands,  there 
would  b^  an  opportunity  of  laying  down  perma* 
nently.  The  object  of  the  Conferenoe  was  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  restore  the  existing  state  of 
the  law  on  the  subject  of  t^e  deferred-payment 
system  consequent  on  the  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  government  of  the  country, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Qovemor  to 
appoint  somebody  in  the  place  of  t^e  Supeiin* 
tendents.  If  it  was  considered  that  the  Waste 
Lands  Boards  should  not  in  any  sense  be  political 
bodies,  an  alteration  in  that  respect  could  be 
made  when  the  principles  of  administration  were 
under  discussion  next  session.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  considerable  changes  in  regard  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  waste  lands  would  then  be  made. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBABEB  might  explain 
that  he  did  not  refer  to  any  other  member  ot  the 
Conference  except  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  because 
he  was  the  only  one  who  had  been  on  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  and  consequently  he  was  the 
only  one  who  had  heard  the  matter  discussed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  JOHNSON  said  he 
was  sorry  to  hear  the  i-emarks  by  the  Hon. 
Captain  Fraser  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall 
by  name,    because  he  felt   that   they   applied 

9ually  well  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  and  himself, 
e  thought  it  was  a  pity  that,  in  making  hia 
remarks,  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  speak 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Conference,  insteiMl  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  only.  The  whole  of  the 
managers  appointed  by  the  Council  had  fully 
agreed  upon  the  amendments  as  mentioned  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall.  He  was  not  upon  the  Waste 
Lands  Conmiittee  himself,  and  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  was  either;  but  it  should 
be  remembered  that  they  had  talked  over  the 
matter  before  entering  into  this  Conference,  and 
it  was  not  fair  to  suppose  that  they  were  entirely 
ignorant  of  what  haa  taken  place  in  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee.  He  would  merely  add  that 
it  was  quite  understood  on  all  sides  that  next 
session  the  subject  would  be  under  discussion; 
and,  under  the  drcnmstanoes,  he  did  not  think 
they  would  have  acted  rightly  if  they  had  insisted 
on  the  amendments  whicm  the  Council  had  mode 
in  the  Bill.  The  principle,  as  far  as  be  was 
aware,  which  was  attempted  to  be  carried  out  in 
the  Conference,  was  to  leave  the  land  laws  as  they 
stood  at  present,  with  the  prospect  of  an  entire 
change  being  made  next  session. 

Subsequently  the  report  of  the  Conferenoe  was 
brought  up  and  agreed  to. 
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BUSINESS  OF  THE  SESSION. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  read  the  following 
return  of  buainess  done  daring  the  session  : — 

BUla  intvoduoed  in  the  LegisUtWe  Council  ...    25 
BillB  brooglit  from  the  Hoose  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  106 

—  131 

Bills  psssed  both  HousM 103 

Bills  reieoted, — 

LernaUtive  Goonoil  BUls  in  the  Legialfttire 

Coanoil 12 

House  of  RepresentstiTe  BUls  in  the  Legis- 

IfttiTe  Oonnoil 16 

—    27 

Bills  from  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes 
amended  in  the  Leg:islatiTe  Council,  and 
amendments  accepted  bj  the  House  of  Be- 
jpresentatiTes      63 

Buls  from  the  House  of  BepreaentatiTes 
passed  bj  the  Legislatire  Council  un- 
amended    36 

Total  for  session, — 

Public  Bills        108 

Prirate  Bills       1 

—  104 

PROROaATION. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  acquainted  the 
Council  that  His  Excellency  the  GroTemor  had 
been  pleased  to  grant  a  Commission  to  the 
honorable  members  therein  named  for  proroguing 
the  Parliament. 

The  Commissioners  seated  themselves,  and  sent 
a  message  by  Leonard  Stowe,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  desiring  the  attendance  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Spbakeb  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
accompanied  by  honorable  members,  attended. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— 

HOKOBABLE  GeITTLBMEN, — 

His  Excellency  the  Gh>vernor,  not  thinking  fit 
to  be  personally  present  at  this  time,  has  been 
pleased  to  cause  a  Commission  to  be  issued  under 
the  seal  of  the  colony,  appointing  certain  honor- 
able members  Commissioners  for  proroguing  this 
present  Parliament,  which  you  will  now  hear 
read. 

The  Olexk  of  the  Legislatiye  Council  read  the 

Commission,  as  follows  : — 

ViCTOEiA,  by  the  Grace  of  GK)d  of  the  United 

Kingdom    of   Great    Britain    and    Ireland 

Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth : 

To  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Labkinb  Cheese 

Richardson,  Speaker  of  the  Legislative 

Council  of   New  Zealand;    the    Hon. 

Mathew  Richkond,  C.B.  ;   the  Hon. 

Daniel  Pollen;  and  the  Hon.  John 

Hall, 
Ghreeting: 
Whebeas  the  General  Assembly  of  our  Colony  of 
New  Zealand  was  begun  and  holden  at  the  Go- 
yemment  Buildings,  in  Molesworth  Street,  in 
the  City  of  Wellington,  on  the  15th  day  of  June 
last  past,  and  is  there  now  holden :  And  whereas 
by  our  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  14th  day 
of  Jose  last  past,  we  did  give  and  grant  unto  the 
said  Sir  John  Lazkins  Cheese  Richardson, 
Mathew  Richmond,  Daniel  Pollen,  and  John 
HaU,  and  any  two  of  them,  full  power  in  our 
name  to  open  and  hold  the  said  session  of  the 
General  Auembly,  and  to  do  all  things  necessary 
to  be  done  in  our  name,  or  in  the  name  of  oar 
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Governor  of  our  said  colony,  in  and  about  the 
holding  of  the  said  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly: Now  know  ye  that  for  certain  causes 
and  considerations  we  have  thought  fit  to  pro- 
rogue the  said  General  Assembly,  and  therefore 
we,  confiding  in  your  fidelity  and  discretion,  have 
assigned  and  appointed  you  the  said  Sir  John 
Larkins  Cheese  Richardson,  Mathew  Richmond, 
Daniel  Pollen,  and  John  Hall,  our  Commis- 
sioners, giving  to  you  or  any  two  of  you,  by  virtue 
of  these  presents,  full  power  and  authority,  in  our 
name  and  in  the  name  of  our  said  Governor,  to 
prorogue  and  continue  the  General  Assembly  of 
our  said  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  at  the  said 
Government  Buildings,  in  Wellington  aforesaid, 
from  Tuesday,  the  31st  day  of  October  instant, 
until  and  unto  Tuesday,  the  16th  day  of  January 
next,  there  and  then  to  be  holden  and  sit ;  and 
therefore  we  command  that  yon  diligently  attend 
the  premises  and  effectually  fulfil  them  in  manner 
aforesaid,  commanding  all  and  singular  the  mem- 
bers of  the  said  General  Assembly,  and  all  whom 
it  concerns,  that  they  meet  in  the  said  Assembly, 
by  virtue  of  these  presents,  that  they  observe, 
obey,  and  assist  you  in  executing  the  premises  as 
they  ought. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  cansed  our 
letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  our  said 
colony  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Witness  our  right  trusty  and  entirely  be- 
loved Cousin  and  Councillor  George  Au- 
gustus Constantino,  Marquis  of  Nor- 
;nanby.  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  Yiscount 
Normanby,  and  Baron  Muk^ve  of  Mul- 
grave, all  in  the  County  ofYork,  in  the 
Peerage  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and 
Baron  Mulgrave  of  New  IU>8S,  in  the 
County  of  Wexford,  in  the  Peerage  of 
Ireland,  a  Member  of  our  Most  Honor- 
able Privy  Council ;  Knight  Commander 
of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St. 
Michael  and  St.  G^rge ;  Gh>vemor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  our 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  and  its  De- 
pendencies, and  Yice-Admiral  of  the 
same ;  and  issued  under  the  seal  of  our 
said  colony,  at  Wellington,  this  81st  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
and  in  the  fortieth  year  of  our  reign. 

NOBKANBT. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,~By  virtue  of 
His  Excellency's  Commission,  under  the  seal  of 
the  colony,  to  ub  directed  and  read,  we  do,  in 
His  Excellency's  name,  and  in  obedience  to  his 
command,  prorogue  this  Parliament  to  the  16th 
day  of  January,  1877;  and  this  Parliament  is 
prorogued  accordingly  to  Tuesday,  the  16th  day 
of  January,  1877. 
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HOUSE  OF  BBPEBSBNTATIVB8. 
TiteidiJ^,  Slst  October,  1876. 

Bill  DiMhtfOcd— H.  R.  BoMeU— KoCreery  and  Lnndon— 
Koen  Hnkiki— lAwrence  Poot.brid|»— Alex«idT»  to 
Waikfti*  BomI— Wellington  ShMp  Fund  Aoooont- 
Kgnpohi  PetiUon  —  WMte  Ludt  Bai-SMtom, 
1}oirae,andOUMn'  Claimi  Bill— Bosioew  of  the  Ses- 
sion—Prorogation. 

Mr.  BruinB  took  the  cliair  at  noon. 
Pbatsbb. 

BILL  DISCHASaBD. 
The  Oiyil  List  BUI. 

H.  B.  BUSSBLL. 
Mr.  MTJBBAY  asked  the  Pxemier,  Whether 
the  GK>yemment  will  take  steps  during  the  reoess 
to  gLTe  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Publio  Petitions 
Oommittee  on  the  petition  of  H.  B.  Bossell,  re- 
qpeoting  a  right  of  road  P  This  petition  refened 
to  a  matter  which  was  brought  before  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  about  a  fortnight  ago,  but 
theie  was  no  time  to  giTO  notice  of  motion  on  the 
subject,  and  therefore,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
importance  and  great  hardship  to  the  petitioner, 
he  trusted  the  (Soremment  would  giTC  effiset  to 
the  reoommendation  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Oommittae.  The  report  was  to  the  following 
enect  j^ 

**  The  petitioner  states  that  three  yean  ago  he 
purdhascd  6,800  acres  of  land  in  the  Pn>rince  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  dose  to  the  main  road  to  Poraofla- 
hau,  and  that  he  has  no  access  to  it ;  that  the 
l^Tineial  Goremment  refused  his  application 
that  a  line  of  road  be  laid  off  for  him,  on  the 
grounds  that  he  has  access  to  the  lands  through 
nis  other  prirate  property. 

"  The  petitioner  piajs  that  relief  be  afforded 
him. 

"  I  am  directed  to  report  that»  as  £ur  as  the  infor- 
mation offered  to  the  Oommittee  goes,  the  peti- 
tioner appears  to  haTc  no  right  of  road  to  6,800 
acres  of  land,  except  through  other  property  be- 
longing to  him.  A  right  of  road  has  oeen  re- 
senred  through  petitioner's  land  in  continuation 
dTa  prifate  road  of  some  sixty  chains  which  con- 
nects it  with  the  main  line  of  road;  but  petitioner 
has  no  right-of-way  over  the  fence  of  the  pri- 
Tateroad. 

«  The  Committee  consider  that  the  land  laws 
of  the  proyince  are  Tery  defectiye,  and  the  ad- 
ministration lax,  which  permitted  a  block  of 
waste  land  of  6,800  acres  to  be  cut  off  from  the 
main  line  of  road  by  interrening  purchases  which 
practically  withdrew  the  hmd  from  public  com- 
petition. 

.  "  The  Committee  consider  that  in  this  special 
case  a  right-of-way  should  be  granted  to  peti- 
tioner, and  that  legislative  action  be  taken  to 
enable  the  authorities  to  take  necessair  roads 
through  all  land  on  which  6  per  cent,  allowance 
has  bMU  made  for  roads,  but  which  rights  hare 
lapsed  owing  to  '  The  Crown  Lands  Act,  1861/ 
haring  been  passed." 

Major  ATKINSON  could  not  make  any  such 
promise  as  the  honorable  gentleman  desireGL    Aa 


&r  as  he  understood  the  ease  at  present^  ft  would 
be  for  the  county  authorities  to  decide  wheClier 
subharoadwasneoessaiT.  He  presumed  the  pur- 
chaser bought  the  Umd  with  a  knowledge  that 
there  was  no  road.  No  doubt  it  was  an  objec- 
tionable practice  for  land  to  be  s<^  wiAout  a 
road  to  it ;  but  without  further  information  on  ^e 
subject  tJuin  he  had  at  present,  he  could  not  msike 
any  promise  on  the  part  of  the  OoyeramenC  to 
construct  such  a  road.  He  would  inquire  into 
the  matter,  and  if  it  was  necessa^  £sr  the  Go- 
yemment  to  interfere  they  would  do  so. 

MoCBEBBT  ANP  LUNDOK. 
Mr.  SHBEHAN  asked  the  Qoforament, 
Whether  effect  wiQ  be  giyen  to  the  report  of 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  reoomanendiog 
inquiry  in  reference  to  the  petitions  of  N. 
McCreery  and  John  Lundon  P  The  petitiDn  of 
the  first  person  referred  to  in  his  question  alleged 
unfair  dealing  on  the  part  of  the  Magistrate  at 
Ormond,  and  the  Committee  reported,  m  respect 
to  it,  that  if  the  allegations  were  true  the  peti- 
tioner was  entitled  to  inquiry,  and^  that  the 
Goyemment  should  make  such  inquiry.  With 
regard  to  the  petition  of  John  Lundon,  he  might 
say  that  that  gentleman  complained  of  the  im- 
proper conduct  of  the  Betuming  OIBoer  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands ;  and  the  Committee  recommended 
that  some  person,  not  being  a  public  officer  or 
local  resident,  should  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  matter. 

Mijor  ATKINSON  oould  not  undertake,  with- 
out looking  further  into  the  matter,  to  promise 
that  theGoyemment  would  ^ye  effiM^t  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Oommittee.  He  noticed 
that  in  the  case  of  McOreor  no  eyidenee  what- 
eyer  was  brought  before  the  Oommittee  to  juati^ 
the  coinpbint  of  the  petitioner  or  to  support  his 
case.  He  iras,  thereforB,  not  prqMuned  to  say  that 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Goyemment  to  <sarrY 
out  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  With 
r^gsrd  to  the  case  of  Lundon,  he  had  already  in- 
formed the  House,  in  answer  to  a  question  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton,  what  course  the 
Goyemment  intended  to  pursue.  He  would 
make  fmrther  inquiries,  and  take  such  action  as 
might  be  necessary. 

Sir.  SHEBHAN  said  (hat  Mr.  McOreeiy  had 
attadied  to  his  petition  a  statutory  declaration 
setting  forth  the  causes  of  his  complaint ;  but^  by 
the  rules  of  the  House,  that  deKilaration  had  to 
be  taken  off  from  the  petition  befbre  it  was  pre- 
sented.   

BOEBA  HUEIEI. 

Mr.  NAHB  asked  the  Goyemment,  If  thsgr 
will  giye  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Natrre  Aflairs 
Oommittee  on  the  petition  of  Boera  Hukiki  and 
others  F  The  petitionen  stated  that  they  had 
applied  for  a  retiearing  of  the  case  with  regard  to 
a  block  called  Ngaroha.  The  Oommittee  cca- 
sideied  the  matter,  and  thought  tiiere  was  per- 
haps some  mistake  about  it,  and  therefore  v»- 
eommended  that  the  Goyemment  ehouU  make 
inquiry. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  might  state,  on  the  part  of 
the  Goyemment,  that  inquiry  would  be  inideslt 
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LAWRENCE  FOOT-BRIDaK 
Mr.  J.  0.  BROWN  asked  the  Miuutor  for 
Pablio  Works,  If  tho  GoTemment  will  contribute 
the  sum  of  £100  for  the  erection  of  a  foot-bridge 
over  the  railwaj  cutting,  Wetherstone's  Road, 
town  of  Lawrence,  conditionally  on  tho  Corpora- 
tion of  that  town  paying  any  extra  cost  that  may 
be  required  to  finish  the  same  and  the  approaches 
thereto? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the  GoTem- 
ment  were  not  prepared  to  contribute  £100 
towards  this  object.  They  would,  however,  be 
prepared  to  consider  an  application  for  £50,  if 
the   authorities    in   Lawrence  would    find    tho 


ALEXANDRA  TO  WAIKAIA  ROAD. 

Mr.  FYKE  asked  the  Goyemment,  Whether 
any  provision  has  been  made  on  the  current  esti- 
mates for  the  Province  of  Otago  for  the  oou- 
struetion  of  the  road  from  Alexandra  to  Waikaia 
Bush ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  same  will  be  pro- 
ceeded with  forthwith  ?  He  might  state^  for  the 
information  of  the  Minister  for  Pablio  Works, 
that  this  work  was  placed  on  the  last  Appropria- 
tion Ordinance  passed  by  the  Provinoial  Coancil 
of  Otago ;  and  the  people  in  the  district  were 
very  anxious  to  know  whether  any  provision  for 
this  road  had  been  made  in  the  estimates  sent  up 
for  approval  by  the  Gteneral  Government.  He 
trusted  he  would  receive  a  favourable  reply. 

Mi^r  ATKINSON  said  he  had  not  gone 
through  the  provincial  estimates  yet,  and  was 
anabla  to  inform  the  honorable  gentleman  whe- 
ther the  item  referred  to  was  included  or  not. 
He  would  oommiinioate  with  the  provinoial  au- 
thorities upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  PinKB  mi^^ht  state  that  this  road  oon- 
neotcd  a  largo  mimng  district  and  timber  district, 
and  the  miners  depended  solely  upon  this  timber 
district  for  carrying  on  their  operations. 

WELLINGTON  SHEEP  PUND  ACCOUNT. 

Mr.  ANDREW  asked  tho  Premier,  Whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Gk>vemment  to  secure, 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  raised,  the 
balance  of  the  Sheep  Fund  Account  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Wellington,  in  accordance  with  the  Sheep 
Ordinance  of  that  province  F  He  might  state 
that  there  was  standing  on  the  boou  of  the 
province  a  sum  to  the  credit  of  the  Sheep 
Account  which  had  been  raised  from  sheep- 
owners.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Sheep 
Ordixianoe,  this  sum  was  speoially  set  apart  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  for  the  eradieation  and  prevention  of 
soab.  He  asked  this  qneetion  in  order  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  foot  that 
the  sum  which  appeared  in  the  Provinoial  Ac- 
count was  not  an  asset  of  the  province,  but  was 
reidly  an  asset  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
raised,  and  he  trusted  they  would  see  that  it 
was  not  swallowed  up  for  general  purposes* 

Major  ATKINSON  would  be  very  glad  to  look 
into  the  matter  as  soon  as  it  became  his  duty  to 
do  so.  He  would  point  out  that  if  this  was  a 
real  asset,  and  il  there  had  been  a  separate  ao> 
oawift  and  oath  let  aput  for  the  pupofo  ft«ted, 


the  money  would  undoubtedly  be  applied  to  that 
purpose ;  but  if  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  account, 
and  there  was  no  money  to  meet  it,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  tho  House  to  consider  whether  it 
would  provide  lor  the  payment  or  not. 

NGAPUHI  PETITION. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  ask  the  Government 
without  notice  whether  they  were  prepared  to 
give  effect  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  from 
tho  Ngapuhi  tribe,  which  luul  been  reported  upon 
by  the  Petitions  Committee.  On  the  first  point 
referred  to  in  the  petition,  liaving  roference  to 
the  jury  law,  the  Committee  reported  that  in 
their  opinion  the  Government  would  do  weU  to 
exercise  the  power  of  issuing  regulations  for 
framing  Maori  jury  lists,  so  as  to  enable  Maoris 
to  sit  as  jurors  on  cases  where  the  Natives  were 
concerned.  The  second  point  had  reference  to 
the  issue  of  powder  to  the  Natives  for  sporting 
purposes.  He  thought  it  was  a  pity  that  th« 
restriction  should  l^  maintained.  Complaints 
had  come  from  districts  where  the  Natives  were 
loyal,  and  they  felt  that  the  restriction  should 
only  apply  to  tribes  that  had  been  in  rebellion. 
Ho  would  ask  the  GK)vemment  whether  they 
would  make  some  modifioation  in  the  law  with 
respect  to  the  sale  of  powder  to  loyal  Natives. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  Government 
would  look  into  the  question  relating  to  the  jury 
laws.  He  was  not  prepared  to  make  any  absolute 
promise  with  regard  to  the  other  point  raised,  as 
it  was  one  of  very  considerable  hnportanoe.  His 
honorable  friend  the  Native  Minister  had  pointed 
out  the  very  great  difficulties  that  surrounded  the 
whole  question  of  relaxing  the  Arms  Act,  If  it 
were  relaxed  in  one  pait^  it  would  have  to  be  re- 
laxed all  over  the  colony.  His  honorable  £riend 
the  member  for  Rodney  knew  the  intimate  con- 
nection which  eadsted  between  the  various  tribes ; 
and  that,  if  the  restriction  were  removed  in  respect 
of  one  partioular  tribe,  the  same  thing  would  have 
to  be  done  throughout  the  colony.  He  was  afraid 
that  both  the  Europeans  and  Natives  would  have 
to  sabmit  to  tiie  incouTenienoe  for  some  time 
longer. 

Mr.  ANDREW  might  be  allowed  to  say  that^ 
from  his  own  experienoe,  the  prohibition  of  the 
sale  of  powder  to  tho  Natives  was  inoperative  to 
a  grsat  extent  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  Act 
was  intended.  He  knew  that,  when  the  Native 
war  was  raging,  the  Europeans  found  it  to  be 
easier  to  buy  powder  from  the  Natives  them- 
selves tbao  in  the  regular  course. 

WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 

Majmr  ATKINSOJ^  brought  up  the  leoort  of 
the  Conference  on  this  Bill,  which  was  reao. 

Mmot  ATKINSON  moved  that  the  report  be 
agreed  to. 

ICr.  PYSCB  was  not  going  to  raise  any  olgeo- 
tion  to  the  motion  at  that  late  period  of  the 
session.  The  amendments  made  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  wonld  cause  great  oonfuMon  and 
diaeontent  in  Otago.  There  were  a  large  nnm^ 
ber  of  young  men  in  the  province  acquainted 
with  agricnltnxal  and  pastonl  pursuits.  Those 
nan  vere  vaiting  to  we  vhather  iMnlitiea  would 
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be  giTen  to  tbem  to  remain  in  the  eoantrj  where 
they  were  born,  or  whether  they  would  hare  to 
go  to  another  country  to  find  ecope  for  their 
energies.  The  leases  of  the  runs  would  soon  fall 
in,  and,  unless  some  provision  were  made  to  meet 
the  emergency,  he  positively  declared  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  Province  of  Otago  would  re- 
main unmhabited  and  an  uncultivated  wilderness 
for  many  years.  He  trusted  that  next  year  a 
more  sensible  and  conciliatory  spirit  would  pre- 
Tail  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  what  had  been  done 
was  practically  to  leave  the  land  laws  in  the  dif- 
ferent provinces  un^uched;  and  as  the  whole 
question  of  waste  lands  administration  would  be 
reviewed  next  session,  he  thought  that,  under  the 
oircnmstances,  the  Hoil^e  should  agree  to  the 
adoption  of  the  report. 

Mr.  BO  WE  said  he  would  not  be  discharging 
his  duty  to  his  constituents  if  he  did  not  make  a 
few  remarks  on  this  occasion.  The  Bill,  in  its 
present  form,  would  be  regarded  by  those  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  as  a  calamity.  He 
could  not  help  referring  to  the  inconsistent  course 
which  had  been  taken  on  this  subject.  Power 
had  been  given  to  the  Government  to  give  to  a 
oertain  gentleman,  who  had  lately  arrived  in  New 
Zealand,  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land 
upon  certain  conditions,  while  there  was  no 
sympathy  whatever  for  those  who  had  been  here 
for  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  and  for  the 
young  men  who  had  grown  up  in  the  colony. 
There  was  no  sympathy  for  them,  but  there  was 
sympathy  for  men  who  were  thousands  of  miles 
away — a  yery  strong  sympathy  indeed.  Young 
men  who  had  grown  up  in  New  Zealand,  and  who 
had  been  waiting  for  years  and  years  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  GN>vemment  would  make  some 
provision  to  enable  them  to  settle  on  the  land, 
were  disappointed.  He  could  not  but  feel  deeply 
on  this  matter,  as  he  was  in  the  position  himsehf 
that  he  should  have  to  go  back  to  tell  his  own 
sons,  "Find  your  positions  elsewhere,  for  the 
gentlemen  of  New  Zealand  have  no  sympathy 
with  you,  and  are  detormined  to  make  no  provi- 
sion for  you."  It  would  be  the  darkest  da^  that 
had  erer  come  upon  his  constituents  if  this  Bill 
were  passed.  Hopes  would  be  disappointed  that 
had  existed  for  years  ;  and  an  agitation  would  be 
set  afoot  for  a  reform  in  the  constitution  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature — an  agitation  such 
as  had  never  taken  place  upon  t£ftt  question 
before. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  regarded  the  legislation  of 
the  latter  part  of  the  session  as  a  direct  and 
unmistakable  attempt  to  raise  up  and  foster  a 
mushroom  aristocracy  in  New  Zealand,  and  to 
crush  out  the  independent  yeomanry  of  the 
country.  It  was  beyond  doubt  that  the  excision 
of  oertain  clauses  from  the  Bill  was  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  create  a  petty  aristocracy,  and  to  deter- 
mine that  the  hills  and  ralleys,  the  better  part 
of  New  Zealand,  should  be  occupied  by  cattle 
and  sheep,  and  not  by  human  beings.  He  should 
therefore  consider  it  his  duty  plainly  to  inform  j 
his  constituents  of  the  tendency  of  such  legis- 
lAtlon  j  and  ho  did  not  doubt  that  not  only  ibsy,  I 


but  other  constituencies,  would  view  the  nuLfeter 
in  the  same  light,  and  would  take  steps  to  put 
an  end  to  a  system  that  was  calculated  to  do 
great  injuiy  to  the  bulk  of  the  population. 

Sir  O.  aBEY  wished  also  to  record  his  dis- 
approbation of  this  Bill,  and  to  reiterate  his 
conviction  that  for  the  last  five  or  six  jemrm 
lands  belonging  to  the  Grown  in  New  Zealand, 
and  the  lands  belonging  to  Natires  which  were 
administered  by  the  Crown,  had  not  been  tairlj 
administered  with  reference  to  the  interests  of 
the  whole  population.  He  believed  that  better 
days  would  come,  and  that  grants  and  leases 
which  had  been  unlawfully  made  would  yet  be 
opened  up.  He  thought  that  ought  to  be 
done ;  and  he  believed  that  justice  for  the  future, 
and  retribution  for  the  past,  would  be  obtained 
by  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand.  He  further 
believed  that  he  would  shortly  find  a  band  of 
earnest  and  resolute  men  working  with  him  to 
attain  that  end,  and  that  the  evils  which  had 
been  perpetrated  in  the  past  would  be  no  longer 
permitted  to  exist. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SABTOBIS,  DOWNB,  AND  OTHEBS' 
CLAIMS  BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  understood  that 
the  great  objection  that  had  been  made  to  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  had  arisen  from  an  idea  that 
a  certain  member  of  the  House  was  likely  to  ob- 
tain a  commission  on  the  transaction,  or  on  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  it.  He  belieyed  that  that  honor- 
able member  was  prepared  to  state  distinctly  to 
the  House  that  he  would  not  receive  any  fee  or 
reward  in  connection  with  the  matter.  A  further 
objection  to  the  Bill  was  that,  if  the  persons  in- 
terested were  able  to  pay  a  commission  for  carry- 
ing the  Bill  through,  the  GK>yemment  should 
obtain  the  benefit  of  that  commission;  and  he 
believed  it  was  pretty  generally  agreed  that,  if 
£1,240  were  taken  off  the  claim,  the  award  might 
then  pass  the  House  as  it  stood.  With  that  view, 
he  would  again  ask  the  House  to  agree  to  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil; and  if  that  were  done,  he  would  obtain  a 
message  from  His  Excellency  submitting  a  new 
clause  in  effect  taking  off  the  amount  he  had 
named.  If  the  House  acreed  to  that,  a  great 
difficulty  would  be  got  rid  of,  the  honor  of  the 
colony  would  be  preserved,  and  a  very  unpleasant 
question  would  be  finally  settled.  He  would, 
therefore,  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion  on 
the  Paper,  and  would  propose  the  appointment 
of  a  Conference. 

Sir  a.  GBEY  would  like  to  ask  whether  the 
acceptance  of  the  proposal  would  signify  acqui- 
escence on  the  part  of  the  House  in  Uie  proceed- 
ings the  Government  proposed  to  take. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  would  not  signify 
acquiescence  if  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not 
acquiesce.  He  (Mi^or  Atkinson)  was  only  carry- 
ing out  what  he  understood  to  be  the  wish  of  the 
House  in  the  matter. 

Sir  Q.  GREY  said  he  should  oppose  eyeiy  step 
in  this  transaction  until  a  Select  Committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances 
that  hiMl  tmnfipired  in  connection  vith  it>  and 
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until  that  Committee  had  reported  upon  the 
whole  case.  He  thought  the  proposal  of  the  Qo- 
yernment  only  made  the  matter  worM.  It  was 
quite  dear  now  that  there  waa  an  arrangement 
under  which  upwards  of  £1,200  was  to  be  paid  to 
secure  the  passage  of  this  Bill ;  and  that  fact  hav- 
ing come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  House,  they 
oould  not,  with  justice  to  themseWes  or  to  the 
people  thoy  represented,  take  any  further  steps  in 
the  matter  until  full  inquiry  had  been  made  into 
the  subject. 

Mr.  BRANDON  thought  a  great  injustice 
would  be  done  to  the  claimanls  if  the  matter 
were  further  delayed.  The  House  had  an  ac- 
knowledgment from  the  Q-overnment  that  they 
were  indebted  to  the  claimants  in  a  large  sum, 
and  that  claim  ought  to  be  recognized.  He  did 
not  know  what  arrangement  existed  between  the 
clainmnts  and  the  honorable  member  for  New 
Plymouth,  but  it  possibly  amounted  to  nothing 
more  than  a  recognition  of  his  services  during  the 
past  ten  or  eleven  years.  It  would  be  mere  jus- 
tice to  the  claimants  that  the  Bill  should  be 
passed,  and  he  hoped  no  further  obstruction  would 
be  resorted  to. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  clear  up  the  difficulty  in  the 
case.  The  honorable  member  for  G-rey  and  Bell 
might  have  acted  in  a  strictly  honorable  way,  but 
it  fvas  plain  to  him  that  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  tamper  with  a  member  of  the  House.  It 
was  not  a  question  which  the  House  should  deal 
with  on  the  last  day  of  the  session.  He  trusted 
the  House,  whatever  might  be  the  necessity  for 
doing  justice  towards  these  people,  would  not 
sanction  any  interference  with  its  free  and  deli- 
berate proceedings.  He  would  support  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  in  whatever 
course  he  might  take  to  prevent  this  matter 
being  dealt  with  until  it  had  been  thoroughly 
investigated. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  last  action  of  the 
Government  made  the  matter  still  more  suspi- 
cious, and  confirmed  him  in  the  impression  that 
there  was  something  else  behind  tne  scenes  of 
which  the  House  should  be  informed.  He  would 
therefore  support  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames.  When  the  claimants  made  a  demand 
upon  the  Q-overnment,  neither  the  Select  Com- 
mittee nor  the  House  was  prepared  to  learn  that 
they  wore  ready  to  accept  so  large  a  reduction 
as  10  per  cent,  on  the  claim.  It  was  therefore 
necessary  that  the  matter  should  be  further  in- 
vestigated. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate.  He  felt  satisfied  that  the  debate 
would  last  all  day  if  it  were  continued  at  that 
time,  and  no  conclusion  would  be  arrived  at. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  disclosures  made 
with  regard  to  the  commissions  offered  if  not 
accepted  by  a  member  of  the  House  had  al- 
together changed  the  minds  of  honorable  mem- 
bers in  regard  to  the  whole  of  the  Sartoris  and 
Downe  matter.  He  was  a  strong  supporter  of 
these  claims,  and  was  always  rmdy  to  support 
the  Bill  when  it  oame  before  the  House ;  but  if 
he  had  had  the  knowledge  he  now  powowed,  he 


would  have  gone  in  a  different  direction.  He 
thought  the  Mouse  was  perfectly  justified,  even 
at  that  point  of  the  session,  in  allowing  the 
matter  to  stand  over  until  next  year.  If  it  were 
afterwards  found  that  there  was  anything  wrong 
in  the  affair,  and  that  the  country  haid  been 
deprived  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  the  House 
would  deeply  regret  that  it  had  taken  any  action 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  PEARCE  thought,  if  the  debate  were 
adjourned,  a  great  wrong  would  be  done  to  the 
parties  interested ;  and  he  believed,  further,  that 
the  House  was  not  acting  very  wisely  in  not 
accepting  any  reduction  of  the  claims  made.  He 
was  not  aware  that  any  one  interested  in  the 
claims  had  offered  any  commission  at  all;  and 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  would  necessarily 
shelve  the  Bill  for  the  present  session,  wiUiout 
any  good  reason  being  brought  before  the  House. 
By  that  course,  ix\jury  might  be  done  to  innocent 
parties ;  and  he  thought  the  honor  of  the  colony 
demanded  that  the  House  should  cany  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN  would  vote  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  unless  the  Government  would 
accede  to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to 
take  evidence  on  oath  as  to  whether  any  com- 
mission had  been  offered  to  a  member  of  the 
House.  The  honorable  member  for  Ghrer  and 
Bell  had  put  himself  in  a  wrong  position  by  not 
giving  a  distinct  statement  in  reply  to  the  fre- 
quent questions  that  were  put  to  him ;  and  if  the 
Bill  now  fell  through,  it  would  be  solely  in  con- 
sequence of  his  iai2t.  H  a  Committee  were  at 
once  appointed,  and  sat  that  afternoon,  and  took 
evidence,  it  oould  report  to  the  House  in  the 
evening,  and  the  matter  might  then  easily  be 
settled. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  said  there  were  two  sides  to 
the  question.  The  honorable  member  for  Grey 
and  Bell  might  give  his  version  of  the  case,  but 
the  House  should  also  be  able  to  examine  Captain 
Borrer.  If  they  oould  examine  that  gentleman, 
he  would  agree  that  what  the  honorable  member 
for  Rodney  proposed  would  be  the  right  course  ; 
but  to  examine  one  side  only  was  absurd.  He 
was  placed  in  a  very  difficult  position.  He 
thought  the  House  should  guard  its  honor  as 
jealously  as  possible;  but  he  thought  also  that 
they  would  be  doing  veir  wrong  u  this  money 
were  not  paid,  as  it  had  been  proved  that  it  was 
due.  He  would  like  the  €K>vemment  to  give  the 
House  some  information  on  the  subject. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  like  to  know  on 
what  point  the  honorable  gentlenuui  desired 
information. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  said  the  House  had  decided 
that  there  was  a  claim  against  the  colony ;  but  it 
appeared  that,  since  that  decision  had  been  oome 
to,  a  certain  gentleman  had  offered  a  commission 
to  a  member  of  the  House  if  the  Bill  were 
passed.  The  point  was:  Did  the  Government 
believe  that  that  commission  had  been  offered  P 
Could  they  say  from  their  personal  knowledge 
that  such  a  commission  had  not  been  offered? 
If  the  Government  said  they  believed  that  no 
•Qoh  eommiaiion  had  bcMi  oiEoied,  ho  would 
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rote  for  the  Bill ;  bat  if  tbej  could  not  giro  raoh 
fto  assurance,  he  would  Tote  for  the  ac^oumment 
of  the  debate. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Orrej  and  Bell  had  for  the  last  twentj  or 
thirty  years  been  agent  for  the  estates  of  these 
claimants,  had  done  a  great  deal  of  work  for 
thein,  and  spent  much  money  in  prosecuting 
their  claims.  There  could,  therefore,  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  be  would  expect  a  reasonable  sum 
of  money  to  reimburse  him  for  the  expenses  he 
had  been  put  to.  Whether  a  direct  promise  had 
erer  been  made  or  not,  he  did  not  know,  and  was 
not  in  a  position  to  say  ;  but  he  had  heard,  the 
House  knew,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
frequently  informed  the  House,  that  he  was 
acent  for  those  persons ;  and  no  doubt  he  had 
always  understood  that  he  would  reoeive  the 
ordinaiy  percentage  on  such  transactions.  That, 
however,  seemed  to  him  (Ifajor  Atkinson)  to  be 
entinly  beside  the  question  at  issue,  which  was. 
Does  the  colony  owe  these  gentlemen  a  certain 
amount  of  money  for  land  purchased  many  yean 
aoo  f  He  had  always  contended  that  the  cok>ny 
did  not  owe  the  money,  and  that  these  persons 
had  no  chum  whatever. 

Mr.  SPBAKBB  must  call  the  honorable  mem- 
bsff^s  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  question 
before  the  House  was  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  If  the  main  question  was  debated  at 
that  stage,  he  could  only  say  that  there  wonld 
be  a  loss  of  time,  and  a  repetition  of  the  disous- 
sitm.  He  was  exceedingly  sorry  to  have  to  in- 
teimpt  the  honorable  gentleman,  but  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  point  that  out  to  the  House. 
.  Major  ATKINSON  bowed  to  Mr.  Speaker^s 
ruling.  He  was  only  endearouring  to  give  infor- 
matbn  to  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  it  anpeared  to  him  that, 
if  an  honorable  member  of  tne  House  had  acted 
as  a^ent  for  this  estate  for  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
and  if  he  was  entitled  to  any  consideration  for  the 
services  rendered,  he  would,  in  the  usual  way, 
have  received  that  payment.  If,  however,  pay- 
ment was  to  be  made  contingent  upon  success 
being  attendant  upon  the  passage  of  this  Bill, 
then  it  took  very  much  more  the  oharaetor  of  a 
payment  to  a  member  of  the  House  for  services 
as  a  member,  than  that  of  payment  for  services 
asasent 

NLr,  SPEAKEB  said  the  honorable  sentleman 
must  see  that,  having  checked  one  nonorable 
member,  it  was  his  duty  to  call  attention  to  the 
fsot  that  the  question  More  tlie  House  was  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  and  that  all  re> 
marks  must  be  confined,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
to  giving  reasons  why  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
jounied. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  would  only  make  one  move 
remark.  He  would  support  the  acyoununent  of 
the  debate ;  and  if  it  were  attended  with  the  result 
that  the  matter  was  shelved  for  another  year,  he 
thoneht  no  great  harm  would  be  done.  If  it 
should  then  prove  the  claim  was  good,  and  the 
claimants  had  not  been  guilty  of  corrupt  practices, 
the  House  would  grant  them  what  was  just.  But 
ii;  on  the  othffr  hud,  it  tomad  otti^  tiuit  they  had 


attempted  aome  oormpt  pfetioei,  the  House 
would  be  in  a  better  poeition  to  deal  out  justice 
to  them. 

Sir  B.  DOUaiiAS  would  UIeo  to  ask  one  direct 
question. 

Mr.  SPBAKBB  pointed  out  that  the  honoraUs 
member  had  already  spoken  in  the  debate. 

Sir  B.  DOUGhLiS  said  in  that  case  he  must 
leave  the  House,  as  he  had  not  suiBcient  informa- 
tion to  warrant  his  voting. 

Sir  a.  GBEY  thought  the  debate  should  he 
adjourned.  The  Premier,  in  his  speech,  had 
shown  that  it  ought  to  be*  adjourned.  That 
honorable  gentleman  said  be  waa  not  acting  on 
his  own  conviction,  but  was  carrying  out  the 
direction  of  the  House. 

Miyor  ATKINSON.^What  I  eaid  was  merelj 
fragmentary.  I  was  checked  by  Mr.  Speaker 
before  I  had  condnded  speaking. 

Mr.  SPBAKBB  said  that,  haring  cheeked  the 
Premier  in  the  middle  of  his  epeeoh,  it.  would  not 
be  right  to  take  that  speech  as  a  complete  one, 
and  one  on  which  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  could  frame  an  argument. 

Sir  a.  aBBY  said  it  was  not  the  speeoh  that 
Mr.  Speaker  had  interrupted,  but  a  previous 
speech*  The  Premier  told  the  Hooae  distinctly 
that  in  this  case  he  was  not  acting  as  leader 
of  the  House,  but  was  carrying  out  the  direction 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPBAKBB  said  the  honorable  member  tor 
the  Thames  would  see  that  he  wae  endeavouring 
to  enforce  the  usage  of  Parliament,  and  it  wss 
contrary  to  usage  to  refer  to  a  former  debate. 
He  must  ask  the  honorable  member  to  confbie 
his  remarks  to  giving  reasons  why  the  debate 
should  be  adjourned. 

Sir  Q,  aBBT  said  the  speech  to  which  he  was 
referring  was  delivered  only  about  Are  minutes 
previouriy.    He  contended  that,  agreat  question 
of  this  kind  having  arisen,  a  full  ^Nxse  ought  to 
be  present  to  decide  it.    In  conunon  with  other 
honorable  gentlemen,  he  thought  thia  was  not  a 
question  of  payment  to  an  agent,  but  of  payment 
to  be  made  to  a  member  upon  suooees  being  ob- 
tained  in  Parliament.    If  honorable    memben 
heard  that  in  any  other  Legislature  of  any  other 
countiy  such  a  transaction  took  place,  they  would 
feel   excessively    surprised.     Tne    QovensBieDt 
oug^t  to  adhere  to  what  he  understood  to  be 
their  intention  on  the  previous  day,  to  allow  the 
matter  to  stand  over  till  next  session.    If  he  had 
not  understood  that  such  was  the  case,  he  would 


have  presied  his  opposition  yesterday.    He  hoped 
House  would  allow  the  debate  to  be  ad- 


the 


joumed,  in  order  that  this  important  question 
might  be  considered  next  session,  when  a  large 
number  of  members  would  be  present. 

Mr.  MUBB A Y  said  the  best  solution  wonld  be 
to  acyourn  the  debate,  for  this  reason :  A  voiy 
grave  charse  had  been  made,  and  he  did  n^t 
think  the  Mouse  was  in  a  position,  so  late  in  the 
session,  to  determine  it.  The  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  who  moved  toe  acyoununeDt 
of  the  debate  in  order  that  a  Oommittee  sboold 
be  appoiatad  might  to  aomo.  aitoiit  ttnd  to  ol«i 
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up  the  obuge  agunst  the  honorable  member  for 
Qrrtj  and  Bell.  He  (Mr.  Murray)  did  not  be- 
lieye  that  honorable  gentleman  waa  at  all  oom- 
promised  in  this  matter.  He  belieyed  the  oiTer 
was  made  by  the  parties  to  that  honorable  mem- 
her,  bat  he  had  not  aocepted  it.  There  still  re- 
mained this  fiMt:  that  an  attempt  had  been  made 
to  tamper  with  the  independence  of  the  House. 
If  a  propoeal  had  been  made  that  the  honorahle 
gentleman  should  go  shares  in  anything  obtained 
from  the  House,  he  would  be  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion of  a  lawyer  agreeing  to  receire  payment  in 
the  erent  of  gaining  his  case.  Such  an  agree- 
ment was  hicnly  objectionable  in  a  lawyer,  but 
would  be  still  more  so  in  the  case  of  a  member  of 
Parliament  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  debate 
would  be  a^oumed.  If  necessary,  a  Committee 
could  be  appointed  ;  but  he  did  not  think,  at  so 
late  a  period  of  the  session,  it  would  result  in  any 
good. 

Mr.  FITZBOY  hoped  the  debate  would  not  be 
adjourned,  but  that  justice  would  be  done  in  the 
case.  He  thought  a  jgreat  injustice  would  be 
done  to  the  claimants  if  the  Bill  were  not  passed 
this  session,  for  they  had  been  kept  out  of  the 
interest  on  their  money  for  a  great  many  years. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  carry  out  the  order 
it  had  made  on  a  prerious  occasion. 

Mr.  LABNAOH  would  support  the  a4Joum- 
ment  of  the  debate.  If  there  had  been  any  un- 
derstanding between  the  claimants  and  any  mem- 
ber of  that  House  that  commission  should  he  paid 
to  that  member,  then  the  claimants  had  misled 
the  House  and  the  Committee.  He  felt  rery 
sore  on  the  point,  and  would  support  the  post- 
ponement of  the  matter  altogether  until  next 
session. 

Mr.  HXTNTER  trusted  the  debate  would  not 
be  adjourned.  A  great  iigustice  would  be  done 
to  the  claimants  if  the  question  were  not  settled 
this  session. 

Question  put,  "That  the  debate  be  acyoumed;" 
upon  whidi  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 


Ayes 


Iffiyority  against . 


18 
14 


Mr.Barff, 
Sir  Qt,  Qrey, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 


Mr.  Andrew, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  a.  McLean, 


ATX8. 

Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tribe, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

SVOsTf. 

Mr.  Lamaoh, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 

Kon. 

Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Tellert, 
I  Mr.  Pitzroy, 
t  Mr.  Huntar. 


The  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
was  consequently  negatiyed. 

subsequently  adjourned  for 


The  debate 
one  week. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  SESSION. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  hud  on  the  table  the  following 
return  of  business   transacted  during  the  ses- 


1.  Nsw  Wsm  lasuiD— 


Daring  Um  SMuon  of  1S79       ... 

... 

S 

Betanis  to  Writs  uiie&d«d       ... 

... 

s 

S.  8>LBov  CoimnRDS— 

On  Pablio  Msiten          

...    10 

On  Election  PetiUont     

...      3 

18 

8.  Brmnre  CoiaoRas 

...    10 

Ditto  on  PriTftte  Bills    

...      8 

18 

4.  PVBUO  BULB— 

—    86 

84 


OriginaUd  im  tk»  Sot 

ReoeiTed  the  Bejel  Aaient       

Beseired  for  the  iifpiiflcetion  of  Her 
M^eetj's  pleeeore      0 

Dropped  or  otherwise  diapoeed  of     ...    71 

Awom^g  tk0  Bowl  Aumd  65 

Ptndimg  b^ort  Cbif/%m|c«         S 

Brtmgktfivm  Commei^' 

BeoeiTed  the  B^  AMent       9 

Beeerred  for  the  ligniileation  of  Her 

M^eety's  pleeaore      0 

Dropped  or  otherwise  disposed  of     ...  7 

AMpMug  Os  Sogal  A$t0ni         4 

—     80 


6.  PnTABi  Bnxe— 
OriffiiuMUdina0Sau$0^ 
BeoeiTed  the  Bojel  Assent 
Dropped  or  otherwise  dispossd  of 


6.  PtfUTlOSS  BaOMETSD 

7.  Diimoss 

In  the  whole  House 
In  Coaunittee 


168 


806 


DsTsofHeetingB 

Hoars  of  Sitting  before  Midnight 
Hoars  of  Sitting  after          „ 
DailjATermge       

9.  Tons  Ajn  Psucaai>nres— 
Qaestions  ssked  Qf  ICinisters  ... 
Atriet  in  JommaU — 

Of  Notiees  of  Motion     

Of  Orders  of  the  Dfty     

Daily  Atersge      

10.  Osans  foa  Pinis      

U. 


100 
166 

846 

86 

X.   V. 

00S40 

166  80 

10  88 


860 

888 
686 

1,018 

18 

64 

8 


18.  Papsbs  Laid  vtov  td 
By  Commend 
In  Betom  to  Orders 

BjAct        

B7  Leere 

18.  BSPOBIS  VBOK  SCLIC*  COKMrROB— 

From  the  Committee  on  Public  Petitions 
From  the  Committee  on  Netiye  Ailkirs 
From  other  Select  Committees 
From  Standing  Committees       


Ill 
47 
7 
88 


187 


887 

70 

e 

48 


846 


PBOBOaATIOir. 
wm  broaght  by  Leonaid  Btame,  Bsq., 


752 


Prorogation, 


[H0TJ8B.] 


Prorogatum. 


[Oct.  31 


Clerk  of  the  LegiBlatire  CounoQ,  to  the  following 
effect : — "  The  Commistionen  appointed  by  Ilis 
Ezcellenoj  the  Gbvernor  to  do  all  things  In  his 
name  in  order  to  the  proroguing  of  thia  Parlia- 
ment, request  the  attendance  in  the  Legislatire 
Council  Chamber  of  the  members  of  this  honor- 
able House,  to  hear  the  Commission  read." 

Acoordinfflj  the  House,  with  the  Clerk,  went 
to  the  ]>gisTatiTe  Council  Chamber  j  and  a  Com- 
mission was  read  for  the  proroguing  of  Parlia- 
mant. 


The  Hon.  Bir  J.  L.  C.  BICHABDSOK, 
Speaker  of  the  Legislatiye  Council,  and  one  of 
the  Commissioners,  said, — By  yirtae  of  His 
Excellency's  Commission  under  the  seals  of  the 
colony  to  us  directed  and  read,  we  do,  in  His 
Excellency's  name,  and  in  obedience  to  his  com- 
mand, prorogue  this  Parliament  to  the  16th  day 
of  January,  1877;  and  thii  Parliament  is  pro- 
rogued accordingly  to  Tuesday,  the  16th  day  of 
January,  1877. 


END  OP  TWENry-TfilKD  VOLUME. 


By  AaUmitj  i  Gioaei  DmsBUSx,  Gotenmsnt  Fziatsr. 


•    '•  *. 


f 


